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Items  of  general   Interest 


LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  One  new  member  was  bap- 
tized and  received  into  the  Church  after  the  Worship  Ser- 
vice on  December  11th, 

The  Plymouth  Chapter  No,  41  0,E.S.  Women's  Organ- 
ization attended  the  Linwood  Worship  Services  in  a  body 
the  morning  of  December  11th.  A  good  attendance  is  re- 
ported. 

We  note  that  Mrs.  Thelma  Shanholtz,  wife  of  Brother 
Bruce  C.  Shanholtz  pastor  of  the  Linwood  Church,  was 
admitted  to  Frederick  Memorial  Hospital  for  surgery  on 
December  15th.  She  was  able  to  return  home  the  follow- 
ing Saturday.  Let  us  remember  her  in  our  prayers,  for  a 
full  restoration  to  health. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  We  note  that  a  new 
Treble  Clef  Choir  (all  girls)  has  been  organized  recently 
in  the  Cumberland  Church. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. One  new  member  was  received  into  the  church  on 
December  18th,  by  letter. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Brother  Charles  R.  Munson,  Profes- 
sor at  Ashland  Seminary,  is  the  guest  speaker  for  the 
week   of  prayer  services  in  Berlin,  January  2nd  to   8th. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN.  We 
note  that  the  Sunday  School  has  voted  to  purchase  100 
new  hymnals  for  the  Church. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  The  W.  M.  S,  Mission  Study 
Book  Review  was  given  on  a  recent  Wednesday  evening 
in  conjunction  with  the  regular  Prayer  Meeting  Service. 
Mrs.  Alma  Stumf  gave  the  review  and  all  members  of 
the   Church  were  invited  to  the  service, 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO,  Improvements  continue  at  the 
New  Lebanon  Church,  Brother  John  T,  Byler  notes  that 
their  new  drive  and  parking  lot  is  now  ready  for  use.  In 
order  to  make  room  for  their  new  addition  to  the  rear  of 
the  present  edifice,  it  was  necessary  to  relocate  their 
parking  area  further  to  the  rear.  This  now  gives  them 
access  from  the  next  street,  and  will  enable  them  to  have 
complete  "off  the  street"  parking  facilities. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  The  Choir  of  the  Camden  Methodist 
Church  visited  the  Gratis  Church  the  evening  of  Decem- 
ber 21st  at  which  time  they  presented  a  program  of 
Christmas  music. 


PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Dennis  and  Claire  Snell, 
missionaries  of  the  "Air  Mail  from  God  Mission  in  Mex- 
ico," were  in  charge  of  the  services  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
Church  on  January  1st. 

Baskets  for  "shut-ins"  were  prepared  by  the  Sisterhood 
girls  in  a  special  meeting  just  prior  to  Christmas. 

Brother  William  H.  Anderson  reports  attendances  on  a 
recent  Sunday  as  follows:  S.  S. — 172;  Morning  Worship — 
195;   Evening— 150. 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 

DR.  W.  L  DUKER  IS  SERIOUSLY  ILL 

Word  was  received  in  this  office  just  before  Christ- 
mas of  the  serious  illness  of  DR.  W.  L  DUKER,  Rt.  5, 
Goshen,  Indiana.  As  of  press  time  for  this  issue,  we  have 
not  received  any  further  information.  We  are  urging  the 
Brethren  to  remember,  at  the  throne  of  grace,  this  faith- 
ful Elder  of  the  Church.  "The  effectual,  fervent  prayer 
of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much." — W.  S.  B. 


NOTICE 


ON  HIS  RETURN  TRIP,  after  attending  the 
Northern  California  Conference,  Mission  Board 
General  Secretary  Berkshire  plans  to  stop  off  in 
Phoenix,  Arizona.  While  in  this  city,  he  will  get  in 
touch  with  a  number  of  Brethren  people  now  living 
there,  and  briefly  survey  the  area  to  determine  the 
feasibility   of   establishing   a    Brethren    Church. 

If  you  know  of  Brethren  people  living  in  Phoenix, 
please  send  their  names  (and  addresses,  if  possible) 
to  this  office  by  January  14  (when  Berkshire  leaves 
for  California)  or  as  soon  after  as  possible,  so  that 
he   may  be  reached  when  he  arrives  in   Phoenix. 

Your  cooperation  in  this  initial  inquiry  may 
result  in  the  building  of  another  Brethren  Church. 
BE  AN  INTERESTED  AND  ALERT  BRETHREN. 

Send  names  to 

The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Churcli 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  Ohio. 
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ITH  STARTLING  SPEED  the   old   year   of 
1955  has  passed  into  history,  and  1956  has 
come  to  be  with  us  for  366  days. 

There  comes  a  period  in  the  Hfe  of  every  indi- 
vidual when  retrospection  brings  about  the 
thought  of  the  "pihng  up"  of  the  years  of  life — 
their  accomplishments — their  failures.  With  this 
thought  comes  the  question  as  to  how  much 
longer  the  years  will  continue  to  "pile  up"  for 
one's  life. 

It  is  then  that  a  person  begins  to  adopt  a  pat- 
tern of  living  which  most  certainly  includes  pre- 
paredness for  the  life  to  come,  as  well  as  a  quick- 
ening of  effort  and  labor  to  accomplish  more  per 
hour,  per  day,  per  year.  One  begins  to  live  more 
victoriously  than  ever  before.  He  begins  to  see 
the  larger  picture  of  service  to  God  and  man,  and 
of  laboring  to  leave  behind  some  mark — some 
accomplishment — some  good — some  soul  won  to 
Christ,  that  will  make  his  life  worthwhile. 

He  does  this  because  he  knows  that  in  the 
great  plan  of  God,  the  day  will  come  when  God 
will  say,  "Enough,"  and  the  records  of  this  life 
will  forever  stand  as  of  that  moment. 

One  is  made  more  conscious  of  this  matter  at  a 
year's  end. 

Time  could  be  spent  in  seeking  to  account  for 
1955.  Time  could  probably  be  better  spent  in  plan- 
ning and  anticipating  1956. 

We  cannot  always  control    the    mishaps    and 
misfortunes  which  come  to  us — but,  we  can  do 
something  about  how  we  react  to  these  things. 
A  well-ordered  life  will  take  the  hard  days  and 
misfortunes  in  stride. 

Recently  we  heard  of  a  man,  who,  after  having 
lost  an  only  child  in  an  accident,  took  to  drink, 
eventually  losing  all  he  possessed  in  his  refusal 
to  face  what  had  happened,  and  to  make  proper 
adjustment  to  it. 


Another  man  we  know  who  faced  a  similar 
tragedy,  was  brought  into  a  saving  faith  in 
Christ,  and  an  understanding  of  what  it  means 
when  told,  "Underneath  are  the  everlasting 
arms." 

So,  you  don't  know — this  Editor  doesn't  know 
— what's  ahead  for  1956.  We  do  know  that  what- 
ever comes  our  way — by  walking  with  Him  in 
faith  believing,  we  will  have  illumination  for  life's 
pathway,  strength  for  the  day,  and  assurance  for 
the  tomorrow,  whether  it  will  be  spent  here — or 
over  there. 

The  following  words,  we  think,  are  so  appro- 
priate at  this  time  of  year.  Certainly  they  help 
to  increase  our  faith  and  trust  in  God  as  we  face 
another  new  year. 

"Not  'til  the  loom  is  silent 
And  the  spindles  cease  to  fly 
Shall  God  unroll  the  canvas 
And  explain  the  reason  why 
The  dark  threads  are  as  needful, 
In  the  Weaver's  skillful  hands, 
As  the  threads  of  gold  and  silver 
For  the  pattern  He  has  planned." 

— W.  S.  B. 


onnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnannnnnnnnnnnnannnnnn 
DnDnnannnnnnnnnnnnnnannnnnnnnnnnannnnnan 

BISCHOFS    ARRIVE   DECEMBER    17TH 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Bob  and  Bea  Bischof 
have  arrived  in  the  States  as  of  December  17th.  Their 
return  from  Nigeria  had  been  delayed  by  sickness.  We 
rejoice  and  give  thanks  unto  God  that  they  have  been  re- 
stored to  health  and  have  been  given  a  safe  return  to 
their  homeland  for  a  well-earned  furlough.  W.  S.  B. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  One  new  member  was  bap- 
tized and  received  into  the  Church  after  the  Worship  Ser- 
vice on  December  11th. 

The  Plymouth  Chapter  No.  41  O.E.S.  Women's  Organ- 
ization attended  the  Linwood  Worship  Services  in  a  body 
the  morning  of  December  11th.  A  good  attendance  is  re- 
ported. 

We  note  that  Mrs.  Thelma  Shanholtz,  wife  of  Brother 
Bruce  C.  Shanholtz  pastor  of  the  Linwood  Church,  was 
admitted  to  Frederick  Memorial  Hospital  for  surgery  on 
December  15th.  She  was  able  to  return  home  the  follow- 
ing Saturday.  Let  us  remember  her  in  our  prayers,  for  a 
full  restoration  to  health. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  We  note  that  a  new 
Treble  Clef  Choir  (all  girls)  has  been  organized  recently 
in  the  Cumberland  Church. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. One  new  member  was  received  into  the  church  on 
December  18th,  by  letter. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Brother  Charles  R.  Munson,  Profes- 
sor at  Ashland  Seminary,  is  the  guest  speaker  for  the 
week  of  prayer  services  in  Berlin,  January  2nd  to  8th. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN.  We 
note  that  the  Sunday  School  has  voted  to  purchase  100 
new  hymnals  for  the  Church. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  The  W.  M.  S.  Mission  Study 
Book  Review  was  given  on  a  recent  Wednesday  evening 
in  conjunction  with  the  regular  Prayer  Meeting  Service. 
Mrs.  Alma  Stumf  gave  the  review  and  all  members  of 
the   Church  were  invited  to  the  service. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Improvements  continue  at  the 
New  Lebanon  Church.  Brother  John  T.  Byler  notes  that 
their  new  drive  and  parking  lot  is  now  ready  for  use.  In 
order  to  make  room  for  their  new  addition  to  the  rear  of 
the  present  edifice,  it  was  necessary  to  relocate  their 
parking  area  further  to  the  rear.  This  now  gives  them 
access  from  the  next  street,  and  will  enable  them  to  have 
complete  "off  the  street"  parking  facilities. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  The  Choir  of  the  Camden  Methodist 
Church  visited  the  Gratis  Church  the  evening  of  Decem- 
ber 21st  at  which  time  they  presented  a  program  of 
Christmas  music. 


PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Dennis  and  Claire  Snell, 
missionaries  of  the  "Air  Mail  from  God  Mission  in  Mex- 
ico," were  in  charge  of  the  services  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
Chui'ch  on  January  1st. 

Baskets  for  "shut-ins"  were  prepared  by  the  Sisterhood 
girls  in  a  special  meeting  just  prior  to  Christmas. 

Brother  William  H.  Anderson  reports  attendances  on  a 
recent  Sunday  as  follows:  S.  S. — 172;  Morning  Worship — 
195;  Evening— 150. 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 

DR.  W.  L  DUKER  IS  SERIOUSLY  ILL 

Word  was  received  in  this  office  just  before  Christ- 
mas of  the  serious  illness  of  DR.  W.  L  DUKER,  Rt.  5, 
Goshen,  Indiana.  As  of  press  time  for  this  issue,  we  have 
not  received  any  further  information.  We  are  urging  the 
Brethren  to  remember,  at  the  throne  of  grace,  this  faith- 
ful Elder  of  the  Church.  "The  effectual,  fervent  prayer 
of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much." — W.  S.  B. 


NOTICE 


ON  HIS  RETURN  TRIP,  after  attending  the 
Northern  California  Conference,  Mission  Board 
General  Secretary  Berkshire  plans  to  stop  off  in 
Phoenix,  Arizona.  While  in  this  city,  he  will  get  in 
touch  with  a  number  of  Brethren  people  now  living 
there,  and  briefly  survey  the  area  to  determine  the 
feasibility   of   establishing   a    Brethren    Church. 

If  you  know  of  Brethren  people  living  in  Phoenix, 
please  send  their  names  (and  addresses,  if  possible) 
to  this  office  by  January  14  (when  Berkshire  leaves 
for  California)  or  as  soon  after  as  possible,  so  that 
he  may  be  reached  when  he  arrives  in  Phoenix. 

Your  cooperation  in  this  initial  inquiry  may 
result  in  the  building  of  another  Brethren  Church. 
BE  AN  INTERESTED  AND  ALERT  BRETHREN. 

Send  names  to 

The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  Ohio. 
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WITH  STARTLING  SPEED  the   old   year   of 
1955  has  passed  into  history,  and  1956  has 
come  to  be  with  us  for  366  days. 

There  comes  a  period  in  the  Hfe  of  every  indi- 
vidual when  retrospection  brings  about  the 
thought  of  the  "piling  up"  of  the  years  of  life — 
their  accomplishments — their  failures.  With  this 
thought  comes  the  question  as  to  how  much 
longer  the  years  will  continue  to  "pile  up"  for 
one's  life. 

It  is  then  that  a  person  begins  to  adopt  a  pat- 
tern of  living  which  most  certainly  includes  pre- 
paredness for  the  life  to  come,  as  well  as  a  quick- 
ening of  effort  and  labor  to  accomplish  more  per 
hour,  per  day,  per  year.  One  begins  to  live  more 
victoriously  than  ever  before.  He  begins  to  see 
the  larger  picture  of  service  to  God  and  man,  and 
of  laboring  to  leave  behind  some  mark — some 
accomplishment — some  good — some  soul  won  to 
Christ,  that  will  make  his  life  worthwhile. 

He  does  this  because  he  knows  that  in  the 
great  plan  of  God,  the  day  will  come  when  God 
will  say,  "Enough,"  and  the  records  of  this  life 
will  forever  stand  as  of  that  moment. 

One  is  made  more  conscious  of  this  matter  at  a 
year's  end. 

Time  could  be  spent  in  seeking  to  account  for 
1955.  Time  could  probably  be  better  spent  in  plan- 
ning and  anticipating  1956. 

We  cannot  always  control    the    mishaps    and 
misfortunes  which  come  to  us — but,  we  can  do 
something  about  how  we  react  to  these  things. 
A  well-ordered  life  will  take  the  hard  days  and 
misfortunes  in  stride. 

Recently  we  heard  of  a  man,  who,  after  having 
lost  an  only  child  in  an  accident,  took  to  drink, 
eventually  losing  all  he  possessed  in  his  refusal 
to  face  what  had  happened,  and  to  make  proper 
adjustment  to  it. 


Another  man  we  know  who  faced  a  similar 
tragedy,  was  brought  into  a  saving  faith  in 
Christ,  and  an  understanding  of  what  it  means 
when  told,  "Underneath  are  the  everlasting 
arms." 

So,  you  don't  know — this  Editor  doesn't  know 
— what's  ahead  for  1956.  We  do  know  that  what- 
ever comes  our  way — by  walking  with  Him  in 
faith  believing,  we  will  have  illumination  for  life's 
pathway,  strength  for  the  day,  and  assurance  for 
the  tomorrow,  whether  it  will  be  spent  here — or 
over  there. 

The  following  words,  we  think,  are  so  appro- 
priate at  this  time  of  year.  Certainly  they  help 
to  increase  our  faith  and  trust  in  God  as  we  face 
another  new  year. 

"Not  'til  the  loom  is  silent 
And  the  spindles  cease  to  fly 
Shall  God  unroll  the  canvas 
And  explain  the  reason  why 
The  dark  threads  are  as  needful, 
In  the  Weaver's  skillful  hands. 
As  the  threads  of  gold  and  silver 
For  the  pattern  He  has  planned." 

— W.  S.  B. 


anannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnannnnnnnnnnnnna 
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BISCHOFS    ARRIVE   DECEMBER    17TH 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Bob  and  Bea  Bischof 
have  arrived  in  the  States  as  of  December  17th.  Their 
return  from  Nigeria  had  been  delayed  by  sickness.  We 
rejoice  and  give  thanks  unto  God  that  they  have  been  re- 
stored to  health  and  have  been  given  a  safe  return  to 
their  homeland  for  a  well-earned  furlough.  W.  S.  B. 
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Rev.  John  T.  Byler 


"Thy  Word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a  light 
unto  my  pathway."  Psalm  119:105. 

riE  MESSAGE  OF  OUR  LORD  is  one  that 
has  been  made  available  to  man  in  a  number 
of  ways.  It  was  available  to  man  long  before  the 
coming  of  Christ  to  the  earth,  through  man's  con- 
science, through  revelations  in  dreams  and  vi- 
sions, through  the  prophecies  of  men  of  God, 
through  the  law  which  God  gave  to  His  people 
through  Moses,  as  well  as  in  still  other  methods. 

The  Greatest  method  of  bringing  the  message 
of  God's  purpose  and  plan  for  man's  salvation,  of 
course,  was  the  one  in  which  Christ,  Himself, 
came  to  bring  the  message  in  person.  He 
revealed  God  the  Father,  and  made  Him  known 
to  all  who  would  receive  Him,  in  His  day.  But  for 
the  future  expansion  of  the  work  that  was  begun 
during  the  time  of  Jesus'  ministry  upon  earth, 
other  means  of  preaching  the  Word  was  essential. 
Jesus  called  followers  to  becomes  his  disciples. 
These  were  instructed  in  the  program  of  promot- 
ing the  work  of  the  Kingdom,  but  with  Jesus'  de- 
parture from  the  earthly  scene,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  give  to  those  who  were  called  to  be  His 
ministers  and  spokesman,  a  guidebook  or  outline 
of  procedure.  This  guidebook  or  outline  of  pro- 
cedure, we  have  in  the  infallible  Word  of  God — 
the  Bible.  It  is  God's  Word.  It  holds  the  answers 
to  the  problems  of  life  to  all  who  will  follow  its 
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instructions.  And  it  is  the  means  whereby  Christ 
continues  to  preach,  today,  bringing  power  and 
blessing  and  help  in  every  kind  of  difficulty. 

It  bears  repeating — the  Bible  is  God's  Word. 
It  is  without  error  if  we  allow  for  human  error  in 
copying  and  translating.  God  has  inspired  the 
writing  of  each  passage.  Listen  to  the  witness  of 
three  men.  David,  as  he  lay  dying,  said:  "The 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  spake  by  me,  and  his  word  was 
in  my  tongue."  (II  Sam.  23:2);  Peter  reported 
that:  "Holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they  were 
moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit."  (II  Peter  1:21) ;  and 
Paul,  in  writing  of  the  Scriptures  said:  "All 
Scripture  is  given  by  Inspiration  of  God."  (II 
Tim.  3:16).  The  Bible  not  only  contains  God's 
Word — it  IS  God's  word.  We  must  either  accept, 
on  the  testimony  of  these  writers  and  others, 
this  one  fact  concerning  God's  Word,  or  we  nec- 
essarily reject  the  whole  of  it.  And,  since  Jesus 
came  from  God,  and  made  God  known  to  man, 
this  Book  which  was  written  to  make  His  mis- 
sion and  purpose  known,  is  still  the  way  in  which 
He  preaches  to  men  today. 

I.     THE  BIBLE  IS  A  LOGICAL  WAY  OF  GOD'S 
REVEALING  HIMSELF  TO  MAN. 

He  might  have  used  angels;  there  could  have 
been  some  heavenly  message  sent  to  man,  but 
the  likelihood  stands  that  we  would  probably  have 
misinterpreted  the  message  or  perhaps  have 
never  recognized  it  as  a  message  from  God  to  us. 
So  He  used  the  simple  method  of  words.  More 
than  3,000  times  we  find  a  "Thus  saith  the 
Lord"  or  an  expression  of  like  meaning,  in  the 
Word  of  God — this  Book  compiled  by  some  40 
different  writers. 
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Let  us  assume  momentarily,  that  these  writers 
were  wrong.  If  they  were,  how  did  they  agree  to 
be  wrong  on  their  message,  with  its  central  pur- 
pose— written  over  a  period  of  centuries — by  men 
who  had  no  contact  with  or  knowledge  of  each 
other?  Their  agreement  is  so  definite — even 
though  their  contributions  have  come  throughout 
different  generations — that  except  for  a  guiding 
hand,  the  idea  of  the  agreement  is  impossible. 
That  guiding  hand  was  the  guiding  hand  of  God, 
and  these  men  were  not  liars,  but  God-fearing, 
faithful  men. 

II.  THE  BIBLE  MAKES  THE  CLAIM,  OF  IT- 
SELF, THAT  IT  IS  THE  WORD  OF  GOD. 

In  many  different  passages  the  Bible  refers  to 
itself  as  God's  Word.  Paul,  in  writing  to  the  Cor- 
inthians says  of  it,  (I  Cor.  14:36) :  "What,  came 
the  Word  of  God  out  from  you?  or  came  it  unto 
you  only?"  He  is  known  as  one  of  the  writers  of 
the  Book — yet  he  unhesitatingly  indicates  his 
belief  that  he  is  not  responsible  for  the  words  he 
has  written,  but  that  they  were  given  unto  him. 
In  Corinthians,  again,  (II  Cor.  4:2)  the  Scrip- 
tures are  spoken  of  as  the  Word  of  God.  And  in 
Hebrews  4:12,  the  writer  speaks  of  some  of  the 
powers  and  attributes  of  the  Word  of  God,  which 
he  is  writing,  under  divine  guidance.  Many  are 
the  references  of  this  type  to  the  Bible  and  no 
one  can  successfully  contradict  the  claim  that  the 
Bible  makes  of  itself — that  it  is  the  Word  of  God. 

in.  THE  BIBLE  CARRIES  THE  ENDORSE- 
MENT OF  CHRIST  AS  THE  WORD  OF 
GOD. 

In  one  instance  in  the  Scriptures  (Luke  24:27) 
we  read  of  the  fact  that  "beginning  at  Moses  and 
all  the  prophets,  He  expounded  unto  them  all  the 
scriptures  the  things  concerning  Himself."  The 
very  fact  that  Jesus  used  the  Old  Testament  writ- 
ings as  a  means  of  proving  His  identity  and  pur- 
pose, makes  His  attitude  toward  the  Bible  as 
God's  Word,  certain.  And  in  John  14:26  He  re- 
fers to  Himself  and  His  teachings,  and  reminds 
the  disciples  that  the  things  which  He  taught  will 
be  brought  to  their  remembrance  by  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Jesus  left  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  His 
followers  what  He  thought  concerning  the  Scrip- 
tures. And  He  counted  upon  their  being  used  by 
them,  and  other  disciples  in  the  years  that  fol- 
lowed, as  a  witness  of  His  work.  He  knew  where 
the  Bible  came  from ;  He  knew  what  its  function 
and  purpose  was ;  and  He  counted  upon  its  being 
used  to  witness  of  Him  and  His  work  to  the  gen- 


erations that  would  live  after  His  departure  from 
the  earthly  scene.  Christ  not  only  used  the 
printed  page  to  preach  in  the  day  when  He 
walked  the  earth  as  a  human  being,  but  He  ex- 
pected it  to  be  used  by  His  disciples  in  the  gen- 
erations that  followed.  And  today,  the  Bible  still 
is  "quick  and  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any 
two-edged  sword"  accomplishing  in  the  hearts  of 
many  what  the  words  of  men  could  never  accom- 
plish. 

IV.  THE  FULFILLMENT  OF  PROPHECY 
ALSO  TESTIFIES  THAT  THE  BIBLE  IS 
THE  WORD  OF  GOD. 

One  of  the  very  interesting  prophetic  utter- 
ances in  the  Old  Testament  is  one  made  by  the 
prophet,  Ezekiel  (26:4-5)  when  he  says  "and 
they  shall  destroy  the  walls  of  Tyrus,  and  break 
down  her  towers :  I  will  scrape  her  dust  from  her, 
and  make  her  like  the  top  of  a  rock.  It  shall  be 
a  place  for  the  spreading  of  nets  in  the  midst  of 
the  sea :  for  I  have  spoken  it,  saith  the  Lord  God : 
and  it  shall  become  a  spoil  to  the  nations."  Tliis 
city  was  a  proud  one — a  city  built  out  upon  a 
promontory  of  rock,  and  because  of  its  peculiar 
situation,  thought  by  its  people  to  be  impreg- 
nable. This  prophecy  concerning  its  future  was 
something  to  scoff  at,  in  the  light  of  its  fortress- 
like appearance.  But  the  Bible  outlived  the  city, 
and  saw  its  prophecy  fulfilled  to  the  letter.  Alex- 
ander the  Great  not  only  conquered  the  city,  but 
tore  it  down  and  destroyed  it — scraping  it  off  the 
top  of  the  rocks  upon  which  it  was  built,  and  to- 
day the  shallow  waters  of  the  sea  which  has  en- 
compassed the  area  are  now  the  fishing  grounds 
of  men  who  cast  their  nets  for  fish. 

Other  remarkable  prophecies  are  contained  in 
the  Book.  Some  of  them  seemed  fantastic — others 
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seemed  utterly  impossible  to  realize.  But  one 
after  the  other,  these  prophetic  statements  have 
become  realit}^  The  prophet  Isaiah,  in  his  writing 
of  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  (7:14)  was  bold 
enough  to  indicate  that  the  Messiah  was  to  be 
born  of  a  Virgin.  The  idea  was  not  acceptable  to 
man's  thinking.  It  was  a  biological  impossibility. 
Yet  our  beautiful  Christmas  story  and  the  whole 
program  of  God's  plan  of  salvation  for  mankind 
is  based  upon  the  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy. 
Prophecied  some  seven  or  eight  hundred  years 
before  the  time  of  the  birth,  the  prophecy,  never- 
theless, saw  its  fulfillment  in  Bethlehem  when 
Jesus  was  born. 

And,  speaking  of  Bethlehem — how  did  the 
prophet  Micah  (5:2)  know  long  years — even  cen- 
turies— before  the  wonderful  event,  that  Jesus 
would  be  born  in  the  insignificant  little  village  of 
Bethlehem  ? 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  such  state- 
ments that  are  called  to  our  attention  by  the 
Word  of  God,  today,  in  a  continuous  effort  to 
reach  men  for  God,  by  the  process  of  preaching 
from  the  printed  page. 

V.  THE     BIBLE,    IF    MAN-MADE,    WOULD 
HAVE  BEEN  IMPROVED  UPON. 

Man  always  improves  upon  his  work — his  in- 
ventions. The  cars  we  are  driving  today  have 
faint  resemblance  to  those  of  forty  or  fifty  years 
ago.  The  methods  that  man  has  devised  for  il- 
lumination, for  transportation,  for  communica- 
tion are  all  so  different  from  their  early  charac- 
teristics that  the  newer  methods  seem  hardly  to 
have  any  relationship  with  their  predecessors. 

If  this  is  true  of  man's  work,  in  general,  and 
it  is,  whether  in  the  field  of  art,  or  science,  or 
medicine,  or  invention  and  industry,  why  should 
there  not  be  improvement  in  man's  writing  of 
the  Bible,  if  the  Bible  was  man's  production?  The 
Bible  was  not  man's  production;  his  hand  wrote 
it,  but  only  under  divine  guidance  and  inspiration, 
and  it  is  therefore  God's  production.  And,  being 
God's,  man  is  not  able  to  make  an}^  improvement 
upon  it.  It  is  ours  to  accept,  to  believe,  to  follow, 
and  to  use  in  winning  others  to  Christ. 

VI.  FINALLY,  THE    BIBLE    IS    A    MIRACU- 
LOUS UNITY. 

With  many  different  writers,  over  a  period  of 
many  centuries,  the  Bible  still  contains  a  unity 
of  purpose  and  plan.  There  are  no  conflicts  or  di- 
vergent points  of  view  in  this  great  Book.  While 


the  writers  never  saw  each  other,  they  wrote  as 
if  they  had  outlined,  together,  their  messages. 
Although  they  lived  in  different  countries  and 
spoke  different  languages,  and  their  lives  covered 
different  ages  of  history — yet,  their  writings 
dovetail,  and  the  omission  of  any  of  the  individ- 
ual parts  would  make  the  whole  incomplete. 

In  industry,  parts  for  certain  types  of  machin- 
ery are  made  in  one  section  of  the  country,  other 
parts  in  another  ai'ea,  and  still  others  in  a  third 
place.  But  because  of  good  planning,  when  the 
parts  are  assembled  in  an  entirely  new  area,  the 
parts,  placed  in  their  proper  relationships  become 
an  efficient  piece  of  machinery,  or  a  high-powered 
motor  car.  The  men  who  made  the  parts  are  not 
acquainted  with  each  other,  and  know  little  or 
nothing  about  the  other  men's  work.  Likewise,  the 
men  who  assemble  these  parts  are  unacquainted 
with  the  parts  miakers,  and  likely  know  nothing 
about  the  process  of  m.aking  the  items  which  they 
assem.ble.  Yet,  somewhere  back  the  line,  before 
the  manufacturing  began,  someone  was  responsi- 
ble for  the  means  whereby  the  manufacturing 
and  assembling  should  make  a  finished  product. 

In  the  case  of  the  Bible,  God  is  the  Master 
Mind.  It  is  through  His  arrangement  that  the 
Bible  has  come  into  being.  God  has  engineered  the 
thinking  and  the  planning  of  the  men  whose 
hands  He  has  guided  in  the  writing  of  His  Word. 

It  is  true  that  He  might  have  chosen  another 
way,  but  He  didn't.  And  the  method  that  He  has 
chosen  is  plain.  His  Word  holds  the  answers  that 
we  need  for  our  live^.  Let  us  read  the  Word  reg- 
ularly and  learn  from  it  what  God  would  have  us 
to  do.  It  is  through  its  pages,  that  Christ 
preaches  to  us,  today. 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 
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Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also   please   note: 

PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  Brethren  Publishing  Com- 
pany, and  address  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company,  524 
College   Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio. 
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'^wiicatCan  ^a^  OllefUcta, 


AGAIN  THE  TIME  HAS  COME  for  the  lifting  of  the 
Annual   offering  for  the   support  of   Brethren  Pub- 
lications.  In   this   issue   of   The   Brethren   Evangelist,   we 

are  endeavoring  to  present  the  needs  of  your  Publishing 
Company  for  1956. 

We  w^ish  to  thank,  sincerely,  each  of  you  for  your 
generous  support  this  past  year. 

By  your  liberal  response  to  this  year's  offering,  your 
Publication  Board  will  be  able  to  plan  and  to  bring  into 
effect  an  increasingly  better  and  ever  more  serviceable 
Brethren  literature. 


Realizing  that  the  work  and  progress  of  a  Denom- 
ination revolves  around  its  printed  literature,  we  present 
to  you  your  Publication  needs  for  this  year. 

We  encourage  you  to  read  the  pages  of  this  Evange- 
list; also  to  obtain  from  your  pastor,  or  in  a  forthcom- 
ing church  service,  a  copy  of  the  special  folder  which 
we  have  printed,  telling  of  the  specific  needs  of  your  Pub- 
lishing Company. 

May  you  prayerfully  and  joyously  give  of  your  fullest 
stewardship  to  this  offering  that  your  joy  might  be  full 
and  your  cup  of  blessing  might  overflow. — W.  S.  B. 


<> 


<l. 


<> 


Protect  Your  Investment 


■"WO  YEARS  AGO,  we  were  very  happy  to  an- 
nounce that  your  Publishing  Company,  which 
had  been  in  debt  for  so  many  years,  had  reached 
that  happy  state  of  being  "DEBT  FREE."  We  were 
very  happy  about  it.  From  days  when  it  was  neces- 
sary to  borrow  money  to  meet  the  pay-roll;  when 
we  had  no  building  of  our  own;  when  we  printed 
on  worn-out,  out-dated  and  slow,  hand-fed  machin- 
ery, to  the  present  debt-free  status,  was  a  long,  up- 
hill road. 

IT  DID  NOT  JUST  HAPPEN!  Many  were  the 
hours  of  iDrayer,  of  sacrifice,  and  of  work,  which 
brought  about  the  change  from  the  above  to  the 
pi'esent  condition. 

IT  DID  NOT  JUST  HAPPEN!  First  there  was 
the  vision,  planning  and  erection  of  the  present  fine 
publishing  house  in  the  early  40's.  Then  came  an 
equipment  modernization  program  which  saw  the 
change  from  handfed  machinery  to  modern,  auto- 
matic presses,  folder,  cutter,  and  a  new  Intertype 
typesetting  machine.  As  we  mentioned  above,  it  was 
a  long,  up-hill  road.  But  the  top  was  I'eached,  when, 
in  January  1954  the  last  mortgage  dollar  on  the 
building  was  paid  off,  and  your  Publishing  Com- 
pany belonged  to  you  100%,  debt-free,  and  without 
any  obligations  on  stock  or  material. 

IT'S  EASY  TO  FORGET  CONTINUING  NEEDS 
when  one  is  out  of  debt.  But  that  is  where  we  are 
right  now.  A  garden  that  has  been  well  watered, 
well  weeded  and  cultivated,  looks  nice  and  is  a  joy 
to  its  keeper.  But  a  garden  whose  continuing  needs 


are   neglected   will   soon  show  the   signs  of  neglect 
and  ruin. 

Likewise  with  your  Publishing  Company.  Because 
we  are  "debt-free,"  the  Brethren  cannot  neglect  the 
protection  of  their  investment.  Machinery  which  is 
in  daily  use  eventually  reaches  a  point  where  it 
needs  repairs  or  replacement.  Many  Brethren  can 
remember  the  days  when  the  Publishing  Company 
found  it  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  Denomination 
for  special  gifts  for  machinery  and  equipment.  This 
has  not  been  necessary  since  1948  as  we  have  been 
able,  thi'ough  your  continued  faithfulness  in  the 
Publication  Day  offering,  and  through  a  better 
financial  status  of  the  Company,  to  purchase  needed 
equipment  from  current  funds. 

No  one  would  want  us  to  revert  back  to  the  for- 
mer (then  necessary)  method  of  special  appeals  for 
equipment.  Nor  would  we  of  the  Publishing  Com- 
pany want  to  do  that.  Thus,  through  a  continued 
and  increased  faithfulness  on  your  part  in  this 
year's  Publication  Day  offering,  you  will  be  helping 
to  protect  the  investment  already  made  in  your  Pub- 
lishing Company. 

You  will  be  helping  us  to  further  stabilize  the 
Company  in  meeting  current  increased  production 
costs  and  in  preparing  for  the  eventual  certain  day 
when  equipment  on  which  your  Church  literature 
is  being  printed  today  will  need  major  replacement. 
IT  IS  AS  CERTAIN  as  it  is  for  any  piece  of  ma- 
chinery you  may  have  in  your  home,  shop,  farm. 
GIVE  TODAY  TO  GUARD  AGAINST  THAT  DAY. 


<iM^ 
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our  new  Adult  Quarterly  — 

and  one  man's  testimony 


A  YEAR  AGO  IN  OCTOBER,  The  Brethren  Publish- 
ing Company  launched  its  first  venture  in  an  im- 
proved system  of  Brethren  Quarterlies  by  introducing  to 
the  Brethren  a  new  and  enlarged  Bible  Class  Quarterly. 

From  a  former  48-page  opus,  to  a  68  page  work,  in- 
cluding cover,  this  Quarterly  was  presented  to  the  Breth- 
ren in  the  October-December  1954  issue.  Our  faith  in  the 
Brethren,  and  our  belief  that  the  Brethren  desired  more 
matei-ials  for  lesson  preparation  and  class  discussion,  has 
been  vindicated. 

The  response  to  the  six  quarters  since  its  introduction 
has  been  gratifying.  Except  in  a  few  cases,  Quarterly  or- 
ders have  increased. 

As  you  no  doubt  know,  this  Quarterly  is  being  produced 
jointly  by  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company  and  the  Na- 
tional Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Brethren  Church, 
in  the  form  of  a  subsidy  from  the  Association.  The  first 
year,  this  amounted  to  $900.00.  This  year,  it  is  $600.00. 
The  subsidy  is  scheduled  to  be  reduced  propoi'tionately 
each  year  as  your  increased  patronage  of  the  Quarterly 
is  reflected  in  increased  sales  thereof  by  the  Publishing 
Company.  At  this  point  we  would  like  to  express  our 
appreciation  to  the  National  Sunday  School  Association 
for  their  assistance  and  interest  in  producing  this  en- 
larged and  more  helpful  Bible  Class  Quarterly  for  Breth- 
ren adults. 

Many  have  been  the  comments  which  have  come  to  us 
about  the  new  Bible  Class  Quarterly.  We  wish  we  would 
have  room  to  print  them  all.  We  do  want  to  take  the 
space,  though,  and  your  time,  right  now  to  pass  on  to 
you  the  testimony  of  one  man  about  the  Quarterly. 

No  less  a  personage  in  the  Brethren  Church  than  the 
President  of  the  Pennsylvania  District  Laymen's  Organ- 
ization, JOHN  J.  GOLBY,  from  our  Third  Church  in 
Johnstown,  has  the  following  to  say: 

"Just  a  word  of  commendation  for  our  Brethren  Sun- 
day School  Quarterly,  and  proof  that  others  than  our  own 
Denomination  also  think  it  a  very  fine  Quarterly  all 
around. 

"Every  quarter,  a  E.  U.  B.  friend  of  mine  gets  a  cur- 
rent Quarterly  from  me  and  praises  it  highly.  This  quar- 
ter I  again  gave  him  a  Quarterly  and  the  next  day  he  told 
me  that  on  his  way  home  he  had  accidentally  lost  it  in 
the  neighborhood  grocery  store.  The  next  day  he  stopped 
in  to  inquire  about  it  and  the  groceryman  said,  'Yes,  you 
did  leave  it  here  but  if  you  can  obtain  another  one,  I 
would  greatly  appreciate  your  letting  me  keep  this  one. 
This  is  the  finest  Sunday  School  Quarterly  I've  ever  got 
hold  of.'  My  friend  said  he  thought  it  could  be  arranged; 
and  it   was." 

This  is  the  kind  of  testimony  we  are  receiving  right 
along,  and,  as  noted  in  fi-iend  Golby's  comment,  by  those 
outside  the  Brethren  Denomination. 


Of  course,  we  know  that  a  Quarterly  is  no  better,  no 
richer  than  its  writers.  In  this,  we  feel  we  are  very  for- 
tunate, for  the  three  Adult  Bible  Class  Quarterly  writers 
ai-e  men  who  know  their  subjects  and  likewise  are  in 
touch  with  God  in  such  a  way  that  their  writings  speak 
of  the  deeper  spiritual  things  of  the  Word. 

The  Editor,  in  preparing  the  Quarterly  by  reading  the 
material  at  least  three,  and  sometinaes  four  times  (or 
more),  finds  increased  joy  and  spiritual  nourishment 
through  the  writings  of  these  Brethren.  As  we  read  we 
are  conscious  of  the  fact  that  what  we  are  learning  will 
also  be  soul  "food"  for  Brethren  Adult  Bible  Classes  each 
Sunday.  (Though  absorption  of  the  content  of  the  writ- 
ings is  incidental  to  our  reading  of  the  copy,  the  proofs, 
and  in  editing,  it  nevertheless  does  leave  us  with  a  great 
sense  of  satisfaction  that  the  Brethren  are  getting  the 
type  and  quality  of  lesson  material  which  they  are  in 
this  Quarterly.) 

DR.  JOHN  F.  LOCKE,  who  is  pastor  of  our  Mt.  Olive 
and  Bethlehem  Brethren  Churches  in  Virginia,  and  who 
lives  in  Maurertown,  Virginia,  is  the  longest  term  writer 
for  this  Quarterly.  Dr.  Locke,  who  began  his  writings  for 
the  Bible  Class  Quarterly  with  the  January-March  issue 
in  the  year  1941,  has  continued  faithfully  through  the 
years,  writing  for  the  department  known  as  "Pi'actical 
Applications." 

REV.  SMITH  F.  ROSE,  who  is  pastor  of  our  Brighton, 
Indiana,  Brethren  Church,  of  Howe,  Indiana,  R.  D.  2,  and 
who  is  President  of  the  National  Sunday  School  Associa- 
tion of  the  Brethren  Church,  is  the  writer  of  our  "Verse 
by  Verse"  comments  of  the  Quarterly.  Brother  Rose  began 
his  service  with  the  Quarterly  with  the  January-March 
1952  issue. 

REV.  HENRY  BATES,  pastor  of  our  Church  at  North 
Manchester,  Indiana,  is  the  newest  member  of  our  Bible 
Class  Writer's  Staff,  having  begun  his  work  with  the 
Quarterly  with  the  September-December  1954  issue — at 
the  time  of  the  enlarging  of  the  Quarterly.  Brother  Bates 
writes  the  "Lesson  Background"  comments. 

These  three  writers,  having  a  total  of  21  years  of  ser- 
vice, receive  no  financial  remuneration  for  their  service, 
outside  of  a  small  "appreciation"  gift  each  year. 

This  BRETHREN  ADULT  BIBLE  CLASS  QUARTER- 
LY is  another  service  of  your  Brethren  Publishing  Com- 
pany, using  your  investment  to  return  to  you  a  better 
Brethren  literatui'e  at  lowest  possible  cost,  YOUR  SUP- 
PORT OF  THE  1956  PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 
THIS  MONTH  will  enable  us  to  continue  this  service  to 
you. 
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our  most  recent  achievement  — 
The  New,  Enlarged 

for  I 


uarterly 
rethren  Youth 


NEWEST  OF  THE  SERVICES  being  rendered  to  the 
Brethren  Church  by  the  Brethren  Publishing  Com- 
pany is  the  New  Youth  Quarterly  for  Brethren  Young 
People. 

This  new  quarterly  has  been  taking  shape  for  about 
a  year,  now,  and  the  first  edition  thereof  is  already  in 
the  hands  of  Brethren  Young  People. 

If  you  have  not  yet  seen  this  new  work,  look  around 
your  church,  find  a  copy,  and  look  through  it.  We  believe 
you  will  like  what  you  find.  If  you  do  not  find  a  copy, 
that  is,  if  your  Sunday  School  is  not  using  it,  then  write 
us  for  a  sample  copy. 

This  new  Youth  Quarterly,  which  we  have  increased 
in  size  to  that  of  the  Adult  Bible  Class  Quarterly,  is  de- 
signed for  two  age  groups  of  young  people — Seniors  and 
Intermediates.  We  were  faced  with  the  prospects  of  pro- 
ducing two  Quarterlies  for  our  young  people,  or  of  com- 
bining the  two  age  levels  in  the  same  quarterly.  For  a 
number  of  reasons,  it  was  decided  to  produce  a  combined 
Quarterly. 

Here  is  how  it  works.  Each  lesson  is  given  five  pages 
of  treatment.  One  page  for  texts  and  Bible  readings.  One 
page  for  general  Verse  by  Verse  discussion.  The  remain- 
ing three  pages  are  divided  equally  between  discussion 
materials  for  the  Intermediates  and  for  the  Senior  young 
people. 

Both  teachers  and  scholars  will  find  sufficient  mate- 
rials for  lesson  study  and  class  discussion  in  the  new 
Quarterly,  "Bible  Studies  for  Brethren  Youth."  Another 
service  of  your  Brethren  Publishing  Company. 

Writers  for  the  new  Quarterly  are  well  known  to  the 
Brethren.  "Verse  by  Verse"  discussion  is  written  by  MISS 


MARGARET  E.  LOWERY,  who  is  our  Brethren  Home 
Missionary  at  Krypton,  Kentucky.  Intermediate  writers 
are  MISS  MARJORIE  LONG,  of  Orrville,  Ohio,  who  is 
known  to/  Brethren  Youth  Ci'usaders  as  a  writer  of  their 
Sunday  evening  worship  programs  which  have  appeared 
ill  the  Brethren  Youth  Crusader's  Program  Booklet;  and 
MRS.  ROBERT  HOFFMAN,  wife  of  the  pastor  of  the 
Smithville,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church.  Senior  writers  include 
two  more  minister's  wives,  MRS.  JAMES  E.  AULT,  wife 
of  the  pastor  of  the  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  Brethren 
Church;  and  MRS.  ROBERT  KEPLINGER,  wife  of  our 
Canton,  Ohio,  pastor.  The  third  Senior  writer  is  REV. 
ALVIN  H.  GRUMBLING,  pastor  of  our  Bryan,  Ohio, 
Brethren  Church. 

The  Youth  Quarterly  is  under  the  Editorship  of 
REV.  CLARENCE  S.  FAIRBANKS,  who  is  the  pastor  of 
the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in  Ashland,  Ohio. 

This  new  Quarterly,  which  we  sincerely  believe  will 
more  nearly  meet  the  needs  of  Brethren  young  people, 
more  so  than  could  the  old  Youth  Quarterly  because  of 
its  limited  scope  and  size,  comes  to  you  at  less  than  the 
cost  of  producing  it,  as  a  service  of  your  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing Company.  As  we  have  so  often  pointed  out,  we 
are  in  business  to  produce  for  the  Brethren  Church  a  lit- 
erature which  will  meet  the  needs  of  the  Church.  Your 
increased  use  of  this  new  Youth  Quarterly,  and  your  con- 
tinued liberal  giving  in  the  Annual  Publication  Day  Of- 
fering, will  enable  us  to  continue  our  long  range  program 
of  producing  a  Better  Brethren  Literature  for  a  Better 
Brethren  Church. 


PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

JANUARY  15, 1956 
Goal — Not  less  than  $5,000. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


The   cost  of  your   EVANGELIST 


A  QUESTION  which  has  often  been  raised,  as  the 
Editor  has  been  out  visiting  among  the  Conferences, 
has  been  as  to  what  it  actually  costs  to  print  the  Evan- 
gelist. Recognizing  that  the  subscription  price  has  been 
kept  at  the  very  low  price  of  $1.50  per  year,  we  have 
emphasized  the  fact  that  the  difference  in  cost  must  be 
made  up  through  the  Publication  Day  offering,  and  from 
profits  from  commercial  job  work  done  in  our  shop. 

Thus  the  above  question  has  often  been  raised,  and  up 
to  now,  no  cost  analysis  was  available,  so  we  were  un- 
able to  provide  a  satisfactory  answer.  (It  might  be  well 
to  point  out  that  the  objective  of  the  Publication  Board  is 
not  to  make  a  "profit"  on  the  church  literature,  but  rather 
to  render  a  service  of  getting  the  literature  of  the  Church 
to  the  members,  making  up  the  deficit  through  your  gifts 
in  the  Publication  Day  offering,  and  through  commercial 
job  work  done  in  our  shop.)  This  is  further  evidenced 
when  you  realize  that  the  present  subscription  price 
of  the  Evangelist  ($1.50  per  year)  was  established  in 
1941,  WHEN  IT  WAS  ACTUALLY  REDUCED  FROM 
$2.00  per  year.  The  Board  has  tenaciously  held  to  this 
$1.50  a  year  price,  in  spite  of  increase  after  increase  in 
costs  of  labor,  materials  and  paper! 

Now,  to  answer  your  question.  Brethren.  At  the  re- 
quest of  the  Editor,  our  Business  Manager  has  figured 
the  cost  of  printing  the  Evangelist  each  week,  including 
cost  of  paper,  ink,  composition  (setting  type),  paging, 
lock-up,  printing,  folding,  trimming,  addressing  and  mail- 
ing. 

The  figure  arrived  at  is  the  minimum  cost  of  materials 
and  labor  from  the  time  the  copy  is  taken  to  the  type- 
setter until  it  arrives  at  your  home.  It  does  not  include 
the  costs  of  engravings,  etc.,  nor  the  time  of  the  editorial 
and  proof  reading  work! 


If  the  shop  time  and  cost  of  materials  were  used  as  a 
basis  of  setting  the  subscription  price  of  The  Brethren 
Evangelist,  it  would  cost  you  $4,50  per  year  instead  of 
the  present  $1.50.  This  is  basically  three  times  the  pres- 
ent price. 

Breaking  it  down  another  way,  the  subscription  price 
covers  about  one-third  of  the  cost  of  printing  your  church 
paper.  If  the  entire  Publication  Day  offering  could  be 
figured  to  apply  to  the  cost  of  the  Evangelist,  it  would 
cover  about  another  third,  with  the  remaining  third  com- 
ing from  job  work. 


The  Editor  would  be  the  last  to  suggest  or  even  hint 
that  the  Brethren  should  approximate  the  cost  of  the 
Evangelist  through  a  big  subscription  price  raise,  but  be- 
cause this  is  your  Publishing  Company,  and  because  many 
of  you  asked  for  this  information,  we  are  passing  it  on 
to  you.  All  the  more  reason  why  the  Brethren  must  con- 
tinue to  give  liberally  for  the  support  of  the  Publication 
Day  offering. 


The  same  situation  exists  in  relation  to  our  Quarterlies. 
From  the  Editor's  desk  we  see  much  for  which  the  Breth- 
ren Church  should  be  eternally  grateful  regarding  their 
Church  literature.  In  order  to  get  your  literature  out  to 
you,  the  Board  has  consistently  held  down  the  prices;  the 
Company  has  "enjoyed"  some  good  years,  and  has  been 
able  to  meet  astronomically  increased  costs  through  a 
favorable  position  in  the  community  regarding  job  work. 
Installation  of  time  saving,  automatic  machinery  has 
helped  your  Publishing  Company  to  produce  more  print- 
ing in  the  same  number  of  hours,  thereby  making  it  pos- 
sible to  take  on  more  job  work  to  help  meet  the  increased 
costs  of  your  church  literature.  Another  service  of  your 
Publishing  Company  to  the  Brethren. 


TO  CONTINUE  TO  RENDER 

TO  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

THE  SERVICE  ON  BRETHREN  LITERATURE 

DESIRED,  WE  MUST  RECEIVE  A 

PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING  OF 

NOT  LESS  THAN  $5,000.00! 

FAITHFUL  STEWARDS 

WILL  BE  FAITHFULLY  REWARDED 


OUR  KEEDS  THIS  YEAR: 
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One  of  the  greatest  needs  this  year  is  an  automatic  gatherer  and  nn 

stitcher  to  replace  the  old,  worn-out  hand  fed  model   we   have   been  dd 

usmg.  .  .  □□ 

The  need  for  this  is  greater  than  it  has  ever  been  simply  because  an 

the  demand  upon  stitcher  facilities  has  greatly  increased.  pa 

As  you  know,  we  have  increased  the  size  of  the  Adult  and  Youth  §§ 

Quarterlies.  Whereas  the  former  adult    Quarterly   for    instance,    re-  □□ 

quired  only  one  gathering  operation,  the  new  one  requires  three,  and,  □□ 

with  increased  circulation,  this  has  sky-rocketed  the  amount  of  labor  □□ 

required  to  assemble  the  Quarterly,  since  all  of  our  "gathering"  up  an 

to  this  time  has  been  done  by  hand.  The  special  issues  of  the  Evange-  aa 

list  also  require  "gathering"  which  was  not  required  before.  dd 

A  new,  automatic  gatherer  and  stitcher  will  cost  approximately  nn 

$2500.00.  .  an 
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Another  great  need  has  been  apparent  for  some  years,  and  must  an 

be  taken  care  of  at  this  time  and  that  is  the  revamping  of  the  heat-  aa 

ing  system  in  the  Publishing  Company  building.  To  prevent  overheat-  aa 

ing  and  underheating  which  occurs  under  the  present  system,  a  new  DD 

system  of  controls,  and  additional  radiation  in  the  shop,  is  needed.  gg 

This  will  make  for  economies  in  operation  and  for  more  comfortable  gg 

working  conditions  throughout  the  shop  and  offices.  §§ 

Cost  of  this  necessary  improvement  is  about  $1500.00.  The  work  go 

is  scheduled  to  be  done  soon,  and  may  even  be  in  progress  when  you  gg 

read  this.  gg 

aa 

3.  FUNDS    TO   COVER    INCREASED    MATE-  | 

DO 

RIAL  AND  LABOR  COSTS  §§ 

aa 
Elsewhere,  and  in  The  Brethren  Evangelist  for  January  7th,  we  gg 

have  shown  you  something  of  the  costs  of   producing   your   Church  gg 

literature.  Costs  will  be  even  higher  this  year,  as  we  have  taken  on  □□ 

two  new  employees,  and  all  material  costs  have  gone  up.  □□ 

aa 
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2.  REVAMPING  OF  THE  HEATING  SYSTEM 


Send  your  offeHngs  fo:  gg 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Company  Ba 

524  College  Ave.,  Ashland.  Ohio  gg 

aa 
aa 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Favorite  Sermons 

by 

brethren  Castors 


Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins 


THE  FIRST  HAND  EXPERIENCE 


A  radio  meditation  used  on  "The  Brethren 
Voice,"  regular  weekly  broadcast  from  station 
W  T  R  C,  Elkhart,  Indiana,  sponsored  by  The 
Brethren  Church,  3:30-3:45  each  Wednesday. 
Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  pastor. 


VACATION  TIME  to  a  pastor  is  always  a  very 
wonderful  time,  and  usually  leaves  some 
very  definite  impressions  upon  a  relaxed  mind.  I 
think  the  one  condition  that  created  new 
thoughts  to  me  as  I  returned  from  my  va- 
cation was  that  so  many  people — in  all  walks 
of  life — seem  so  happy  living  in  sort  of  a  Second 
Hand  Way.  That  is,  they  seemingly,  have  no 
First  Hand  Experience  with  the  real  vital  issues 
of  Life.  We  are  made  to  think  of  Job's  words  in 
the  42nd  chapter  of  his  Old  Testament  book, 
when  he  said,  "I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hear- 
ing- of  the  Ear,  but  now  my  eyes  see  thee."  For 
this  First  Hand  Experience  seems  to  have  evaded 
so  many  people  in  our  day. 

There  is  a  story  of  a  visitor  to  the  Grand  Can- 
yon who  looked  down  into  the  awesome  depths 
and  expressed  his  amazement  by  saying, 
"Wouldn't  this  be  marvelous  done  in  Techni- 
color?" You  see,  somehow,  we  have  been  condi- 
tioned to  prefer  Second  hand  viewing  to  a  First 
Hand  Experience.  This  tendency  of  living  at  Sec- 
ond Hand  is  hard  to  resist,  for  it  has  a  constant 
pressure  upon  all  of  us.  So  many  of  the  very  con- 
ditions of  Life  tend  to  remove  us  from  First 
Hand  Experiences.  H.  G.  Wells  once  said,  "Some 
people   go   through   life,    fudging,    evading    and 


side  stepping  until  their  first  contact  with  ulti- 
mate reality  is  when  they  come  face  to  face  with 
Death."  Certainly  that  is  true  of  so  many  of  our 
generation. 

We  must  realize  that  for  many  of  our  people, 
life  in  our  great  metropolitan  areas,  cannot  fail 
to  produce  a  somewhat  distorted  view  of  life.  We 
read  of  youngsters  being  taken  on  their  first  trip 
to  the  country  by  Fresh  Air  Agencies,  and  such, 
and  we  are  astonished  at  some  of  the  impressions 
created  by  their  first  sight  of  the  Animal  World. 
The  story  is  told  of  one  boy  who  said,  "I  wish 
our  Milk  Man  kept  a  cow."  And  another  was 
amazed  to  find  that  apples  weren't  born  in  the 
pushcart  from  whence  they  were  sold.  A  lack  of 
First  Hand  Experience  had  created  a  distorted 
view  of  their  world,  you  see. 

We  meet  the  same  tendency  among  our  adults. 
Take  our  reading  for  example.  There  are  vast 
numbers  of  people  whose  whole  mental  life  is 
served  by  digests  of  one  sort  or  another.  Every- 
thing they  take  in  has  already  been  chewed, 
something  like  the  life  of  a  cow,  chewing  some- 
thing already  chewed.  We  have  all  been  taken  in 
by  this  philosophy.  We  read  the  shorter  articles 
in  "Readers  Digest,"  or  the  shorter  digests,  such 
as  "Quick,"  or  perhaps  a  book  made  up  of  re- 
views of  current  longer  writings.  In  fact  we  live 
sort  of  a  Pre-digested  Life.  Not  ever  knowing  the 
rich  pleasure  of  meeting  a  full  account  in  the 
original  Book — And  Milton  called  Good  Books, 
"The  Precious  Life  Blood  of  Great  Spirits."  The 
tragedy  of  it  all  is  this :  Second  Hand  Living  pro- 
duces Second  rate  people. 
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And  this  is  found  all  too  true  in  the  realm  of 
religion,  for  certainly  it  is  here  that  Job  found 
;he  importance  of  a  First  Hand  Experience.  For 
t  is  only  that  which  gives  Joy  and  Power  to  the 
Christian.  Dr.  Saddler,  who  is  one  of  our  most 
loted  Psychiatrists,  has  written  this,  "I  would 
[ike  to  make  this  recommendation:  'That  we  call 
a  halt  to  this  business  of  seeking  a  new  religion 
from  the  pages  of  psychology,  that  we  call  a  halt 
to  the  practice  of  taking  the  Heart  out  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  peddling  it  as  a  Com- 
mercial Mental  cure,  and  that  we  put  forth  every 
sffort  to  call  men  back  to  Christ's  long  neglected 
words  by  which  men  found  life  in  days  past.  Such 
words,  as,  "Come  unto  Me  all  Ye  who  are  Weary 
and  Heavy  Laden,  &  I  will  give  you  rest."  "Cast 
all  your  Care  upon  Him  for  He  careth  for  you." 

There  are  many  tried  and  tested  ways  of  get- 
ting religion  First  Hand.  Have  you  tried  Prayer? 
For  True  Prayer  makes  for  each  of  us  a  very 
present  reality  of  God,  with  whom  we  personally 
^an  communicate.  Someone  has  well  said,  "That 
the  decline  of  any  Institution  or  Individual  is  in 
direct  ratio  to  the  distance  which  they  stray 
from  the  source  of  the  experience  from  which  it 
first  grew."  This  is  all  too  true  of  our  lives.  The 
real  glory  of  religion  comes  not  from  the  After- 
glow of  things  many  years  past,  but  in  our  im- 
mediate, direct  encounter  with  God.  Such  an  en- 
counter invariably  leads  to  action.  Prayer  in  its 
highest  attainment  prompts  action.  Try  it  some 
time.  Make  an  Act  of  Faith.  Try  out  in  action 
some  of  Jesus'  wonderful  promises,  and  then  you 
will  experience  this  First  Hand  Religion. 

I  suppose  the  most  tragic  mistake  of  so  many 
Church  people  today  is  the  refusal  to  face  the 
fact  that  Christianity  leads  us  along  the  Way  of 
the  Cross.  It  was  necessary  for  Jesus  to  ask  one 
day  of  His  Disciples,  "Can  Ye  Drink  of  the  Cup 
that  I  Drink?"  And  too  often  in  our  day,  we  hear 
the  same  quick  answer,  "Yes,  I  Can" — without 
ever  considering  the  real  cost  of  sacrificial  Chris- 
tian living.  Or  else  we  see  so  many  sidestep  the 
issue  entirely.  Perhaps  we  Christians  are  guilty 
of  some  mistakes  in  creating  this  condition. 

I  sincerely  believe  that  we  have  all  tended  to 
fit  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  into  a  middle  class 
set  of  values,  or  rather  to  make  it  fit  our  stan- 
dard of  living.  Now  this  is  not  the  True  way  of 
the  Gospel  at  all.  It  has  always  been  very  dis- 
couraging to  me  to  see  so  many  interpreting  ordi- 
nary honesty,  decency,  generosity,  and  friendli- 
ness, as  the  best  example  of  Christian  Living. 


These  virtues  are  all  very  fine  .  .  .  and  certainly 
we  look  upon  them  as  the  inevitable  result  of 
Christianity's  influence.  But  they  are  not  the 
First  result  of  the  Gospel  experience.  If  we  think 
so,  then  we  seek  to  domesticate  Christianity — to 
harness  it  to  a  carriage  of  our  own  making.  And 
we  have  been  somewhat  successful  in  making 
religion  respectable  and  attractive  in  a  matter 
of  fact  sort  of  way.  But  the  Gospel  that  Jesus 
taught  was  a  dangerous  experience.  It  separated 
men  from  the  world,  and  often  from  his  family 
and  friends.  A  First  Hand  Experience  did  some- 
thing to  the  individual  and  he  became  forever  a 
New  Creation.  Isn't  it  sad  that  so  many  are  will- 
ing to  be  just  like  every  one  else,  and  never  ex- 
perience this  vigorous  New  Life  in  Christ  Jesus? 

Too  often  we  have  thought  that  if  only  enough 
people  would  join  our  Church, — if  only  enough 
people  would  live  up  to  the  teachings  of  His  Gos- 
pel; then  the  World  could  purge  itself  of  War, 
Sin,  and  Evil.  Then  we  would  approach  the  King- 
dom of  God  among  Men.  If  only  enough  of  our 
neighbors  would  become  decent,  respectable, 
Church-going  citizens  like  us,  then  we  would  soon 
see  the  end  of  this  present  age  of  darkness.  But 
truly,  friends,  there  isn't  any  suggestion  of  this 
in  the  Gospels — for  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is  no 
such  easy  going  Philosophy.  We  must  understand 
that  there  is  in  Jesus  a  sense  of  deep  enmity  be- 
tween Himself  and  the  World."  The  Philosophy 
that  Jesus  would  ever  be  accommodated  to  the 
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Secular  World  is  not  a  New  Testament  idea.  Jesus 
constantly  held  up  before  His  followers  the  choice 
between  Himself  and  the  World.  He  was  always 
seeking  to  impress  them  that  it  was  impossible 
to  embrace  both.  But  oh  how  many  are  living  in 
that  condition  today,  brought  on  by  the  willing- 
ness to  live  with  this  Second  Hand  Experience 
of  Faith. 

Just  one  other  idea  that  has  encouraged  this 
Second  Hand  experience  of  Faith.  That  is  the 
prevalent  teaching  that  Evil  Men  were  respon- 
sible for  the  Crucifixion  of  our  Lord.  We  rather 
like  to  believe  that  and  take  much  delight  in 
thinking  that  things  would  have  been  different  if 
we  would  have  been  there.  How  wrong  we  are. 
For  really  it  was  the  good  and  respected  citizens 
of  Jerusalem  and  Judea  who  were  responsible  for 
that  Day  on  Calvary.  Oh,  we  cannot  say  that  all 
who  took  part  in  the  Act  were  above  reproach; 
of  course  they  weren't.  But  I  want  you  to  see 
this,  that  the  Crucifixion  was  essentially  the  work 
of  respectable,  law  abiding  people.  And  we  have 
countless  thousands  who  take  pride  in  that  type 
of  life  today.  That  is,  not  realizing  that  they  can 
be  that  kind  of  people — honest  and  respectable, 
and  still  be  a  part  of  the  forces  which  block  the 
Love  of  God  among  men.  For  if  we  would  Drink 
of  the  Cup  which  Jesus  drank,  then  we  would 
have  such  a  sensitiveness  to  human  need  that  our 
pain  would  no  longer  allow  us  to  be  the  honest, 
respectable,  indifferent,  lethargic  people  we  have 
grown  to  be.  Job  said,  "I  had  heard  of  thee  with 
mine  Ear  .  .  .  but  now  I  see  thee  with  mine  Eye." 
And  Faith  filled  his  heart  anew. 

Then  I  want  you  to  remember  .  .  .  that  Chris- 
tianity will  remain  only  a  Beautiful  idea  until  it 
is  translated  into  action  by  the  hands  of  men. 
They  may  be  Praying  Hands,  they  may  be  sooth- 
ing Hands  .  .  .  they  may  be  Working  Hands,  but 
they  are  all  the  result  of  that  First  Hand  Expe- 
rience of  Faith.  The  Hymn  writer  wrote,  "Take 
My  hands  and  let  them  move — At  the  impulse 
of  Thy  Love."  Those  would  be  the  Hands  of  one 
activated  by  a  First  Hand  Experience  with  his 
Lord.  For  such  hands  cannot  remain  idle,  but  will 
be  busy  in  doing  the  Lord's  Will  for  them.  How 
about  you  today?  Are  you  content  with  only  a 
Second  Hand  Experience  of  Faith?  Why  not  look 
for  Him  where  He  may  be  found — in  the  House 
of  Worship  on  the  Lord's  Day?  Surely  there's  a 
task  for  you.  One  that  will  bring  Joy  to  your  soul, 
anl  peace  to  your  heart. 

Elkhart,  Indiana. 


Spiritual  fiDebitations 


Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 


PURPOSE  ROOTED  IN  RELIGION 

"But  Daniel  purposed  in  his  heart  that  he  would  not 
defile  himself  with  the  portion  of  the  king's  meat,  noi 
with  the  wine  which  he  drank."  Daniel  1:8. 

DETERMINED  to  make  his  life  count,  Daniel  was 
firm  in  keeping  himself  free  from  all  harmful  in- 
fluences. His  religious  ti-aining  had  given  him  a  clear  idea 
of  th^  things  that  break  down  one's  brain,  body  and  char- 
acter instead  of  building  them  up.  And  so  when  liquoi 
was  set  before  him,  he  said,  "No" — politely,  but  positively 

Liquor  is  a  liability,  and  not  an  asset.  History  verifies 
this  fact,  as  well  as  the  efficiency  experts,  the  scientists 
the  medical  profession;  and  Holy  Writ  BRANDS  it  thus 
for  all  time. 

Above  all,  liquor  is  a  liability  to  spiritual  life.  No  mar 
can  indulge  in  strong  drink  and  develop  a  spiritual  life 
I  am  well  aware  that  there  are  records  of  men — even  min- 
isters— who  have  used  liquor  and  have  yet  become  Bible 
exegetes,  scholai's,  sermonizers;  but  their  example  has 
mightily  offset  their  influence  among  men,  socially.  It  is 
the  same  with  the  use  of  tobaccoj  The  addict  is  fully  con 
scions  that  he  is  going  against  the  judgment  of  the  bull 
of  his  fellow-men,  and  that  knowledge  makes  him  shj 
away  from  his  fellow-men,  and  seek  to  enjoy  his  weakness 
by  himself.  And  the  very  fact  of  the  disapproval  of  his 
fellows  does  not  tend  to  strengthen  his  confidence  in  his 
own  powers  of  resistance  to  evil. 

One  does  not  have  to  drink  because  others  do.  And  i] 
one's  friends  do  not  respect  him  enough  to  refrain  fron 
tempting  him  to  indulge  in  harmful  practices,  one  hat 
better  hunt  some  new  friends.  But  generally,  even  world- 
lings will  respect  one's  pi'inciples,  even  though  they  them- 
selves are  too  weak  to  break  an  evil  habit.  One  can  de- 
cline to  take  liquor  as  he  would  decline  tea  or  coffee 
without  offense  to  good  social  custom.  We  must  not  for- 
get that  we  need  to  know  HOW  to  say  "No"  as  well  as 
WHEN  to  say  "No." 

Daniel's  strong  purpose  was  rooted  in  religion.  And  pur 
poses  rooted  in  religion  will  hold  one  ti-ue  to  the  pi'in 
ciples  of  right,  truth  and  righteousness.  And  the  reasoi 
that  "so  many  folks  are  not  able  to  be  true  to  the  faith  i; 
that  their  purposes  are  not  rooted  deep  in  the  principles 
and  precepts  of  God's  Word. 
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A  LETTER  FROM  THE  SHANKS 


)ear  Clayton  and  Ida: 


November  21,  1955 


I  am  quite  tired,  but  since  our  out-going  mail  leaves 
he  station  very  early  in  the  morning,  I'll  write  to  you 
onight. 

During  the  past  four  days  I  have  sweated  off  10  of  the 
:0  pounds  which  A.  M.  M.  O.  advised  me  ta  lose.  Early 
i'riday  morning  (G:30)  saw  me  catching  a  lorry  (two- 
on  Ford  truck)  from  Waka  enroute  to  Yola  for  a  track 
neet.  The  boys  from  Waka  competed  with  boys  from 
hree  other  schools.  I  rode  the  entire  distance  (140  miles 
me  way)  in  the  back  of  the  lorry,  and  more  dust  I've 
lever  eaten!  In  fact,  I'm  still  blowing  some  from  my 
lose.  Upon  arriving  at  Yola  we  discovered  it  was  too 
ate  to  cross  the,  river  by  the  ferry  (had  had  a  broken 
pring  on  the  way) ;  so  we  canoed  across,  after  dipping 
he  water  from  the  leaking  canoes. 

The  boys  told  us  they  knew  the  way  to  the  school,  and 
ifter  about  an  hour  of  walking  (some  running)  we  finallj^ 
•eached  the  location  of  the  track  meet  which  had  already 
)egun.  Of  course  our  boys  were  already  played  out,  but 
;hey  entered  the  events  anyway.  They  consisted  of  high 
ump,  broad  jump,  pole  vault,  100-yard  dash,  440  relay, 
120  relay,  880  relay,  %  mile,  1  mile  and  shot  put.  Waka 
lidn't  do  so  badly;  they  came  in  fourth  in  a  four- way 
neet.  We  were  spotted  10  points  for  walking  4  miles 
:rom  the  river  in  record  time.  Fortunately  we  were  able 
;o  hitch  a  ride  back  to  the  river  and  about  9  P.  M.  we 
3oarded  the  lorry  for  home  and  more  dust.  Saturday  was 
spent  recuperating  and  opening  some  boxes  from  home. 

A   Notable  Day 

Sunday,  November  20,  will  be  a  day  long  remembered 
'or  the  Shanks.  The  usual  services  of  the  morning  were 
leld,  but  with  some  added  attractions  (not  a  very  good 
vord).  During  church  service  we  sang  some  familiar 
Christmas  carols — surely  made  us  feel  very  much  at 
lome.  The  morning  worship  service  here  at  Marama  is 
rery  similar  to  the  Brethren  service  in  the  States.  Since 
District  Meeting  will  be  held  here  thqi  first  week  of  De- 
:;ember,  some  time  was  taken  discussing  plans  for  its 
preparation.  District  meeting  is  the  gathering  together  of 
African  delegates  from  all  the  C.  B.  M.  stations  plus 
missionary    representatives    from    each    station. 

After  the  morning  message,  which  was  well  given, 
about  60  people  took  the  covenant.  Prior  to  taking  the 
covenant  this  group  spent  about  3  months  (on  Saturday 
mornings)  in  Bible  study.  They  will  continue  this  for 
about  two  years  before  the  rite  of  baptism  is  adminis- 
tered. This  was  indeed  impressive,  for  here  was  a  group 
of  people  making  their  decisions  to  become  Christians  and 
to  live  according  to  the  Christian  principles  as  set  forth 
in  the  New  Testament. 

Well,  the  benediction  was  given,  but  this  did  not  con- 
clude the  service.  There  was  still  an  even  more  serious 
portion  of  the  service  to  peiform — a  baptism.  The  entire 


congregation  proceeded  from  the  church  to  a  nearby  dam 
where  the  baptism  was  held.  This  was  very  beautiful  and 
impressive. 

The  Baptism 

Appropriate  hymns  were  sung;  prayers  were  given  and 
the  acting  pastor  (an  ordained  African)  in  very  fitting  re- 
marks explained  the  value  and  need  of  baptism  as  set 
forth  in  the  New  Testam.ent.  Suitable  scripture  passages 
were  read.  The  candidates  were  then  instructed  to  kneel 
in  the  water  to  make  immersion  easier. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  assisting  with  the  baptism.  There 
were  three  of  us:  Brother  Swank,  Modu  (an  African), 
and  I.  We  baptized  three  at  a  time.  The  total  number 
was  about  forty.  These  were  people  who  had  lived  up  to 
the  covenant  which  they  had  previously  taken.  They 
were  also  accepted  for  baptism  by  the  board  of  deacons. 
One  thing  that  impressed  me  particularly — after  each 
group  of  three  were  baptized,  we  had  the  laying  on  of 
hands  in  the  water.  Then  as  they  went  from  the  water 
and  another  group  came  down  to  the  water,  the  congrega- 
tion sang  the  chorus  of  the  hymn,  "O  Happy  Day."  At 
the  completion  of  the  baptism,  closing  remarks  and  prayer 
were  made  by  the  pastor.  To  be  sure,  we  went  home  to  a 
very  late  Sunday  dinner  (2:30),  but  we  had  been  spirit- 
ually fed  so  adequately  that  physical  hunger  seemed  like 
such  a  minor  detail.  This  was  our  first  such  experience 
here  in  Nigeria,  but  we  shall  remember  it  for  years  to 
come.  We  only  wish  that  all  the  Brethren  could  have  been 
here  to  witness  it  too. 

Will  you  all  include  those  who  took  the  covenant  and 
those  who  were  baptized  in  your  prayer  list — also  those 
who  are  laboring  with  them  for  the  enlargement  of  God's 
Kingdom  ? 

A  busy  day 

Today  was  another  busy  day.  The  men  of  the  station — 
Swank,  Royer  and  Shank,  visited  a  village  about  15  miles 
away.  Twelve  of  the  miles  were  via  jeep;  the  remaining 
three  via  foot.  (I'll  be  stiff  for  a  month.)  We  visited  the 
village  where  there  is  a  possibility  of  beginning  a  C.  R.  I. 
(Class  in  religious  instruction)  Plans  v/ere  made,  and 
we  hope  that  in  the  future  they  will  materialize.  While  at 
the  village  we  walked  an  additional  5  miles  (it  seemed 
like  10)  looking  for  fish  and  geese.  We  saw  both,  but  it 
was  mainly  a  wild-goose  chase.  I  can't  swim  well  enough 
to  catch  fish,  and  I  can't  even  get  off  the  ground,  let 
alone  trying  to  fly  with  the  geese.  We  did,  however,  see 
the  native  women  fishing — they  caught  some  too. 

They  used  circular  nets  and  waded  the  stream,  occa- 
sionally catching  a  fish.  Having  enough  of  this  we  re- 
turned to  the  jeep.  While  trekking  through  the  "bush"  we 
saw  some  baboons,  but  our  aim  was  too  poor — yes,  we 
missed  all  of  them.  Our  loot  for  the  day  was  6  tired 
legs,  plus  additional  sore  muscles,  one  4-foot  python  and 
a  large  catfish.  (The  snake  and  fish  were  caught  by  the 
women).  I  think  tomorrow  I  shall  rest. 

Sincerely,     Your  Missionary,  Doc  Shank. 
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Vraifer  l/7leetincj 
Studies 


WILL  A  MAN  ROB  GOD? 

It  shames  me  yet  when  I  recall 
A  thing  I  did  when  I  was  small. 

My  father  gave  us  each  three  bright 
New  cents  to  take  to  Sunday  school. 
My  sister  and  I  put  in  one 
Apiece,  and  then  we  made  a  pool, 
Like    guilty   financiers  gone   mad. 
Of  the  remaining  stolen  four. 
And  next  day,  furtively,  like  thieves 
We  spent  them   at  the  candy  store. 

Four  times  we  did  this,  and  four  times 
I  waited  for  God's  wrath  to  fall 
Upon  my  sinful  head.  Somehow 
The  candy  was  not  sweet  at  all; 
But  still  God  did  not  speak,  and  still 
The  very  skies  were  mute.  And  so — 
He  seemed  so   busy — I   so  small — 
I  thought  perhaps  He  did  not  know 

Or  even  did  not  care.  And  then 
One  day  I  heard  the  words,  "And  will 
A  man  rob  God?"  They  crashed  upon 
My  ears  and  I  i-emember  still 
The  guilt   and   horror  which   I  felt. 
I  knew  what  God  had  done  for  me, 
I  knew  for  whom  His  Son  had  died 
That  dreadful  day  on  Calvary. 

SPIRIT-FILLED  CHRISTIANITY  places  one's  proper- 
ty, into  the  Lord's  hands  (Matt.  6:25-34).  The  tithe 
began  before  the  Mosaic  Law  (Gen.  14:17-20).  This  was 
before  there  was  a  Hebrew  nation.  Abraham  gave  tithes 
to  Melchizedek  who  was  a  type  of  Christ  (Heb.  7:1-6, 
21,  22).  God  does  not  ask  any  less  love,  faith,  and  cheer- 
ful giving  of  a  New  Testament  Christian  (1  Cor.  16:2) 
than  from  a  Jew  under  the  law  (Mai.  3:10).  Not  to  tithe 
is  to  rob  God  not  only  of  the  tithe  but  also  the  offering 
which  is  that  given  beyond  the  tithe  (Mai.  3:8,  9).  There 
is  no  promise  of  God  in  the  Bible  where  He  will  bless 
the  bringing  of  less  than  10  per  cent  of  one's  income 
into  His  services.  It  is  always  somewhere  between  10  and 
100  per  cent! 

"...  as  My  child,  dost  thou  not  owe 
To  Me  more  than  this  tiny  tithe? 
I  would  possess  all  that  is  thine, 
Thy  tenderest  love,  the  deepest  throb 
Of  every  heart-beat  should  be  Mine, 
Give  Me  each  second  of  thy  time, 
Give  Me  thy  little  talent,  see 
How  I  will  add  to  it  if  thou 
Wilt  dedicate  it  unto  Me. 


"Give  me  that  inmost  self  of  thine, 

Thy    fresh    young    strength    and    vigor,    too, 

Thy  utter  loyalty,  thy  trust, 

Then  wait  to  see  what  I  will  do. 

And,  WILL  a  man  rob  God?  Ah,  child. 

Thou  wert  not  only  robbing  Me, 

But  robbing  thy  poor  starveling  self 

Of  all  that  I  would  give  to  thee." 

— Martha   Snell   Nicholson. 

God  loves  a  hilarious  giver  (2  Cor.  9:7).  Barnabas  gave 
largely  (Acts  4:36,  37).  A  widow  gave  all  (Luke  21:1-4). 
Zealous  New  Testament  Christians  often  gave  all  (Acts 
2:44,  45). 


Lesson 

Comments 

by 
William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  January  15,  1956 
JESUS  CALLS  FOR  REPENTANCE 
Lesson:   Luke  13:1-9,   31-35 

GOD  IS  IMMUTABLE— unchangeable.  His  Word  de 
Clares  it.  "For  I  am  the  LORD,  I  change  not"  (Mai 
3:6);  "Thou  art  the^  same,  and  Thy  years  shall  not  fail' 
(Heb.  1:12).  Because  this  is  so,  His  demand  for  righteous 
ness  and  holiness  has  not  changed.  God  has  always  de- 
manded REPENTANCE  of  sinful  people.  The  passing 
years  and  changing  times  have  not  altered  this.  Thos( 
who  would  long  for  fellowship  with  God,  and  right  stand- 
ing before  the  Almighty,  must  REPENT. 

REPENTANCE  signifies  a  change  of  one's  mind  oi 
purpose.  A  change  of  mind  which  involves  both  tuminj 
to  God,  and  turning  from  sin. 

Jesus  introduced  this  subject  in  today's  lesson  whei 
some  "told  Him  of  the  Galileans,  whose  blood  Pilate  hac 
mingled  with  their  sacrifices."  How  quick  we  are  to  Judg( 
our  fellowmen,  but  oh  so  slow  to  condemn  ourselves 
Whenever  calamity  falls  upon  our  friends  or  neighbor: 
we  immediately  jump  to  the  conclusion  they  are  suffering 
punishment  as  a  result  of  sin.  However,  whenever  wi 
undergo  a  siege  of  affliction  or  suffering  we  call  it  "th( 
suffering  and   reproach  of  the  I'ighteous!" 

Those  who  spake  of  the  Galileans  were  rebuked  b; 
Jesus  with  these  words:  "Suppose  ye  that  these  Galilean; 
were  sinners  above  all  the  Galileans,  because  they  suf 
fered  such  things?  I  tell  you.  Nay:  but,  except  ye  repent 
ye  shall  all  likewise  perish." 

In  essence,  Jesus  said  to  them:  1.  You  are  sinners  a 
much  as  they.  2.  You  must  repent  yourselves,  or  suffe 
the  consequence — you  will  "perish."  Thus  Jesus  spoke  o 
the  Universal  Sinfulness  of  Man,  necessitating  the  Uni 
versa!  Need  of  Repentance,  in  order  to  escape  the  Univer 
sal  Judgment  for  Sin. 

Next  in  our  lesson  we  find  Christ  setting  forth  the  Paij 
able  of  the  Barren  Fig  Tree.  From  the  context  it  is  evi 
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dent  that  Jesus  was  stressing  the  need  for  bearing  fruit 
— the  fruit  of  righteousness,  holiness,  obedience,  rever- 
ence, and  love.  The  story  was  meant  to  serve  as  a  warn- 
ing to  the  Nation  of  Israel,  that,  unless  she  changed  her 
ways,  repented  of  her  sin,  and  began  to  produce  fruit  for 
the  glory  of  God,  she  would  suffer  Divine  Judgment  from 
the  hand  of  God. 

God  is  still  looking  for  fruit  among  His  people. 

"The  Master  is  seeking  a  harvest 
In  lives  He's  redeemed  by  His  blood; 

He  seeks  for  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit, 
And  works  that  will  glorify  God. 

Nothing  but  leaves  for  the  Master, 
Oh,  how  His  loving  heart  grieves, 

When  instead  of  the  fruit  He  is  seeking, 
We  offer  Him  nothing  but  leaves." 

— Mrs.  H.  S.  Lehman. 

The  Jewish  Nation  would  not  heed  the  warning  of  Jesus 
their  Messiah.  Realizing  their  backslidden  condition,  the 
Master  laments  over  the  Holy  City  of  Jerusalem:  "O  Jer- 
usalem, Jerusalem  .  .  .  how  often  would  I  have  gathered 
thy  children  together  .  .  .  and  ye  yould  not!" 

Earnestly  the  Saviour  had  pleaded  with  His  own  peo- 
ple to  repent  of  their  sin  and  iniquity — but  they  would  not. 
It  was  inevitable,  therefore,  that  judgment  fell.  Because 
God  "is  longsufering  to  us-ward,  not  willing  that  any 
should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance," 
He  gave  them  opportunity  to  come  to  Him.  For  40  years 
He  waited.  Then  came  70  A.  D.  Titus,  the  Roman  Em- 
peror, marched  into  Jerusalem — that  very  city  over  which 
Jesus  had  wept  tears — and  gave  orders  to  the  Roman 
soldiers  to  destroy  it.  Finally,  he  set  fire  to  the  city  and 
left  it  in  ruins! 

Jesus  had  said:  "Except  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise 
perish." 

What  a  warning  this  ought  to  be  to  our  own  day  and 
people!  God  help  us  to  heed  the  warning  of  Scripture,  for 
except  we  REPENT,  we  shall  all  likewise  PERISH! 
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SARASOTA,   FLORIDA 

Rev.  Beekley  who  is  serving  as  a  chaplain  in  the  air 
force  was  our  guest  speaker  in  Sarasota  on  Sunday,  De- 
cember 5th.  He  brought  us  an  encouraging  and  inspir- 
ing message.  We  are  indeed  fortunate  that  Sister  Beek- 
ley and  the  two  children  are  making  their  home  in  Sara- 
sota while  Brother  Beekley  is  serving  his  Master  and 
country  in  Korea.  Her  talent  and  experience  in  the  Lord's 
vineyard  makes  her  a  very  valuable  helper  in  our  work 


here.  The  Lord  is  continually  blessing  us  by  sending  such 
wonderful  people  to  worship  with  us.  Members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  have  been  worshiping  with  us  and 
according  to  their  testimony  they  are  receiving  rich  spir- 
itual blessings  and  are  very  happy  that  thei"e  is  a  place 
of  worship  for  Brethren  in  Sarasota. 

Are  we  progressing?  Come  down  to  the  Sunshine  State 
and  attend  one  of  our  services;  then  you  decide.  There 
were  fifty-nine  present  for  worship  Sunday;  seventeen  in 
the  mid-week  service. 

We  know  that  many  of  you  Brethren  are  praying  for 
us  and  that  God  is  answering  your  prayers.  We  need  that 
place  to  worship  which  the  Brethren  can  call  their  own. 
Can  we  encourage  you  to  keep  praying?  Pray  that  the 
dream  of  a  Brethren  Church  in  Sarasota  may  soon  be  a 
reality, 

0.  C.  Lemert. 


H       H       H 


REVIVAL  MEETING  AT  CENTER  CHAPEL 

From  November  twenty-first  to  December  4th  the 
writer  was  privileged  to  hold  a  two-week  revival  and 
evangelistic  meeting  in  the  Center  Chapel  Brethren 
Church.  We  share  with  Evangelist  readers  a  few  of  the 
blessings  and  results  of  this  wonderful  experience. 

The  Center  Chapel  folks  have  worked  hard  during  the 
past  ten  years  or  so,  and  have  been  truly  blessed  by  the 
Lord.  Under  the  leadership  of  their  fine  pastor.  Brother 
Austin  Gable,  these  brethren  have  not  only  completely 
remodeled  their  church  sanctuary  and  added  a  Sunday 
School  unit  to  the  building,  they  have  also  made  quite 
a  name  for  the  Brethren  Church  in  this  farming  com- 
munity. Although  not  a  large  church  in  terms  of  member- 
ship, Center  Chapel  is  one  of  the  very  strongest  and 
most  active   rural   churches   in  the  denomination. 

The  evangelist  found  the  congregation  and  community 
well  prepared  for  his  coming,  the  pastor  having  done 
much  of  the  "groundwork"  before  the  meeting  actually 
began.  Attendances  at  the  services  were  good,  despite 
ball  games,  concerts,  some  bad  weather,  etc.  Three  or 
four  evenings  found  the  sanctuary  almost  filled  with  men 
and  women  and  young  people  who  had  come  to  join  in 
these  meetings.  An  unusually  large  percentage  of  those 
who  attended  were  present  for  every  service  or  for  all 
but  one  service.  The  writer  greatly  appreciated  this  loy- 
alty. The  pastor  and  evangelist  spent  several  hours  each 
day  visiting  folks  in  the  area  served  by  this  church,  and 
in  every  home  we  were  very  cordially  received.  We  were 
especially  encouraged  by  the  reception  which  we  received 
in  the  homes  of  a  number  of  folks  who  had  never  made 
the  good  confession.  As  is  usually  true  at  such  meetings, 
the  pastor  and  evangelist  were  well  taken  care  of  at  meal 
times  by  the  good  folks  of  the  church — in  fact,  again  as 
is  usually  the  case — too  well.  The  young  people  of  the 
church  should  be  commended  for  their  loyalty  to  and  in- 
terest in  these  services.  Every  evening  found  sevei'al 
pews  filled  with  some  of  the  young  people  of  the  congre- 
gation. 

In  bringing  the  messages  from  night  to  night  the 
speaker  attempted    to    accomplish    two    purposes — as    led 
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PAGE  EIGHTEEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADER 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 

BUILDING  WITH  BRICKS  IN  '56 


THE  ONLY  REAL  SIMILARITY  between  bricks  and 
the  material  which  I  am  thinking  of  today  is  that  they 
are  both  "solid."  I'm  thinking  about  the  individual  young 
people  who  make  up  the  entire  organization  of  Brethren 
Youth. 

This  morning  as  I  walked  along  the  sidewalk  of  Ash- 
land I  passed  by  the  place  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Center  where  workers  are  now  laying  concrete  blocks  for 
the  foundation  of  a  new  building  which  will  soon  grace 
the  intersection  in  the  middle  of  town.  As  I  stopped  to  ob- 
serve for  a  few  moments  my  mind  explored  a  vision  of 
the  new  building.  Here  are  these  workers  down  in  the 
damp  clay  beneath  the  surface  of  the  ground  carefully 
and  skillfully  laying  the  blocks  one-by-one  that  will  even- 
tually support  a  grand  new  structure.  Passersb5^  in  the 
future  who  have  not  been  in  our  city  for  some  time  will 
remark:  "O  look  at  the  beautiful  new  building!"  seeing 
only  the  completed  structure. 

But  right  now  the  craftsmen  are  doing  only  one  part 
of  the  job — not  easy,  perhaps,  except  for  their  skill;  not 
dressed  in  business  suits  and  white  collars;  not  seeing  the 
completed  building.  They  only  inspect  each  block  as  they 
lay  it  skillfully  into  place  in  the  mortar  on  top  of  other 
blocks,  joined  at  the  ends  to  other  blocks.  Pei'haps  all 
they  visualize  now  is  a  new  wall — then  four  new  walls! 
Then  other  skilled  workmen  will  begin  their  jobs,  until 
finally  the  glassworkers  and  cabinet  makers  and  floor 
and  interior  experts  finish  the  work.  Exciting!  It  is  if 
you  visualize  it  this  way.  This  is  the  way  every  building 
goes  up.  Brick  buildings  are  erected  in  exactly  the  same 
way,  except  for  the  smaller  type  "blocks." 

THE  BLOCKS 

Now  the  "blocks"  to  which  we  refer  are  the  individual 
young  people  who  get  their  direction  from  persons  who 
know  how  to  mould  them,  shape  them  and  fit  them  into  a 
larger  program  which  in  time  will  become  a  great,  grand 
building.  That  is,  if  each  worker  does  his  part  with  these 
"blocks"  and  "mortars"  them  properly  fitting  them  into 
the  larger  plan.  We  can  see  by  this  that  the  MOST  IM- 
PORTANT part  of  the  program  is  getting  to  the  individ- 
uals and  working  with  them.  A  chipped  or  broken  block 
cannot  be  used  in  a  sturdy  building;  nor  will  a  marred 
young  life  contribute  much — if  anything — to  a  larger 
youth  program.  The  alert  youth  worker  knows  this  and 
tries  to  turn  out  good  units  for  his  larger  work.  For  he 
is  not  only  the  mason,  but  the  one  who  has  a  strong  hand 
in  the  manufacturing  process  too. 

THE  WALLS 

We  don't  want  to  be  fussy  about  this  analogy,  so  we 
will  say  that  the  "walls"  of  our  building  are  either  the 
local  group,  or  the  district  organization,  whichever  is  the 
stronger — in  most  cases  the  former.  We  might  say,  too, 


that  this  means  the  individuals  are  joined  together  in 
making  up  the  walls  of  BROTHERHOOD,  SISTERHOOD, 
SIGNAL  LIGHTS  and  BYC  (Sunday  evening  fellowship). 
When  these  "walls"  have  been  raised  up  and  joined  to- 
gether We  have  something  that  begins  to  look  like  a  build- 
ing. That  means  that  the  leaders  and  workers  of  each 
organization  must  have  the  vision  of  the  importance  of 
his  (her)  work,  and  be  determined  to  raise  up  his'  part  of 
the  structure  with  pride  and  determination.  The  projects 
(locally  and  nationally),  must  be  of  a  nature  that  will 
not  detract  from  the  one  big  goal  or  project,  but  must  be 
coordinated  with  it.  Heretofore  we  have  too  much  gone 
our  separate  ways,  making  such  a  fuss  over  the  separate 
projects  that  the  individuals  have  been  led  to  believe  that 
they  are  competing  with  another  project — the  NATION- 
AL BYC  PROJECT— instead  of  contributing  toward  the 
over-all  program.  Vice  versa,  the  national  projects  have 
been  pushed  to  the  detriment  of  the  projects  of  Brother- 
hood, Sisterhood,  etc.  WE  MUST  GET  TOGETHER!  The 
national  work  is  not  an  office  for  the  leaders  to  come  to 
in  complaint  that  its  work  interferes  with  their  goals — 
and  we  sincerely  hope  that  if  it  does,  we  can  do  some- 
thing to  alter  that  situation — a  sort  of  "complaint  de- 
partment." The  national  office  ought  to  be  thought  of  as 
a  place  where  the  organizations  meet  or  cross  or  overlap 
their  work  under  the  suggestions  and  coordination  of  the 
national  board.  But  many  times  the  national  board  has 
hesitated  because  of  the  prejudiced  and  pre-conceived 
ideas  and  positive  determination  of  some  to  "prevent  in- 
terference by  the  national  leaders."  This  is  no  personal 
complaint — for  I  personally  have  no  complaints — nor  is 
it  a  criticism;  it  is  an  observation!  If  you  ask,  "Then  why 
doesn't  somebody  do  something?"  we  reply,  somebody 
is,  and  this  article  is  for  the  purpose  of  clarifying  the 
whole  picture. 

THE   COMPLETE   STRUCTURE 

The  complete  building  is  not  to  be  another  missionary 
board,  nor  just  a  once-a-year-General  Conference,  nor 
just  quarterly  rallies  in  the  districts.  I  believe  that  you 
already  have  the  right  picture  of  the  completed  building 
if  you  have  followed  thus  far.  However,  there  is  much 
that  can  and  must  be  done  to  aid  local  groups  and  encour- 
age them  which  the  national  organization  wants  to  do. 
But  we  must  be  set  free  from  some  of  our  financial  re- 
straints, brought  about  by  various  ideas:  a  drain  on 
pocket  books  by  other  demands;  misunderstanding  of  what 
Brethren  Youth  would  do,  given  the  chance;  indifference 
as  to  the  real  (small)  financial  help  needed  to  give  the 
program  an  opportunity — we  need  not  more  than  fifty 
cents  per  Brethren  per  year! 

With  proper  help  there  could  be  printed  many  helpful 
publications  for  Brotherhood,  Sisterhood,  Signal  Lights 
and  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders — material  which  is  con- 
stantly being  sought  by  good  and  sincere  youth  leaders. 
Everything  from  "How  to  get  along  with  youth,"  tci 
"Your  own  need  of  salvation"  ought  to  be  in  the  hands; 
of  youth  leaders  and  youth  themselves.  They  will  be  read- 
ing something — make  it  good  for  them! 

LOOKING  AT  THE  NEW  BUILDING,  we  see  thou- 
sands of  youth  joined  together,  resting  upon  the  Chiei 
Cornerstone,  where  others  can  "come  in  and  go  out,'i 
doing  continual  service  for  the  Lord! — C.  S.  i 
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MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Brother  E.  J.  Black  notes  that 
a  fully  automatic  gas  furnace  and  air  conditioner  has 
been  installed  in  the  parsonage. 

The  Intermediate  Church  held  their  first  public  service 
the  evening  of  December  11th.  The  group  meets  regularly 
jevery  Sunday  morning. 

I  NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  On  Christmas  Morning,  in- 
istead  of  having  the  regular  Sunday  School  and  Church 
Services,  a  special  "family  service"  in  honor  of  the  birth- 
day of  our  Lord,  was  held  from  10:00  until  11:00  A.  M. 
The  members  were  urged  to  come  and  sit  in  family 
groups. 

COUNTY  LINE,  INDIANA.  A  note  from  Brother  Her- 
bert Gilmer  says,  "We  were  happy  to  have  the  Teegarden 
Brethren  worship  here  last  Sunday  evening  (December 
4th).  Baptismal  service  was  held  at  8:30  and  was  a 
very  impressive  service.  We  were  happy  to  have  Rev. 
Edgar  Berkshire  to  baptize  2  from  his  congregation 
here." 

Brother  Gilmer,  at  the  same  service,  baptized  four  and 
received  them  into  the  County  Line  Church. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Nine  were  baptized  recently  and 
received  into  membership  in  the  Lanark  Church. 

LEON,  IOWA.  Brother  Wilbur  L.  Thomas  informs  us 
that  the  work  at  Leon  is  coming  along  fine.  He  asks  for 
the  prayers  of  the  Brotherhood  for  the  work  at  Leon. 
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by   Helen  Jordan 


SHARE 

TT  IS  THE  CALL  all  over    the    world    today,— SHARE. 

The  call  is  heard  over  our  radios  every  day.  SHARE! 
But  do  we  hear  it?  We  are  told  in  God's  Word  to  "Do 
good  unto  all  men,"  and  our  sympathy  is  stirred  by  these 
many  calls.  It  seems  to  me  we  could  SHARE  ourselves 
more  with  these  many  calls,  if  we  gave  from  the  heart. 
It  is  so  easy  to  contribute  a  few  coins  or  dollars  and 
feel  satisfied.  Let  us  as  Christian  women  add  a  prayer 
to  our  gifts. 

Then  there  is  the  call  to  service.  Are  we  willing  to 
SHARE  our  talents,  in  the  service  of  our  Lord?  Or  are 
we  selfish  and  think  first  of  ourselves,  instead  of  feel- 
ing here  is  my  opportunity  to  serve  my  Lord?  Rather 
let  us  say,  by  the  grace  of  God  I  will  do  what  I  can. 

Sharing  from  the  heart  brings  joy  and  lifts  burdens, 
and  thus  we  fufill  Christ's  law  of  love. 

Mrs.  N.  Victor  Lea+herman, 

Waynesboro,   Pa. 


NEWS  FROM  OUR  CHURCHES 
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by  the  Holy  Spirit — Revive  the  enthusiasm  of  those  who 
were  already  followers  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  to  strive  to 
lead  the  unsaved  into  a  saving  knowledge  of  Him.  Among 
the  visible  results  of  these  services  were  the  first-time 
confessions  of  nine  folks — several  of  them  being  young 
married  people  and  the  decision  of  six  other  young 
married  folks  to  unite  with  the  Center  Chapel  Church  by 
letter  or  rebaptism.  Several  others  were  seriously  con- 
sidering these  matters  and  we  know  that  Brother  Gable 
will  continue  to  work  with  them  and  to  encourage  them 
in  making  their  decisions  for  the  Lord.  A  number  of  the 
brethren  told  us  that  the  services  had  been  a  challenge 
to  them,  and  we  trust  that  being  thus  challenged  will 
lead  them  into  fuller  service  for  the  Master. 

On  several  evenings  fine  delegations  from  other  Breth- 
ren churches  were  in  attendance.  The  Denver  Brethren 
Church,  the  College  Corner  Brethren  Church,  and  the 
North  Manchester  Brethren  Church  were  represented  dur- 
ing these  two  weeks.  Special  music  was  also  in  abun- 
dance, each  evening  finding  at  least  one  number  of  spe- 
cial music  on  the  program.  The  writer  takes  this  oppor- 
tunity to  express  his  thanks  to  all  of  the  brethren  who 
helped  in  any  way  with  these  services;  and  also  to  the 
folks  at  Center  Chapel  for  the  fine  love  offering  which 
was  given  to  him  on  the  closing  evening.  May  God's 
spirit  continue  to  rest  upon,  and  work  within,  this  con- 
gregation and  their  leader. 

Henry  Bates. 
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WAGONER.  Mrs.  Arobelle  Wagoner,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Simeon  Morphew,  died  Nov.  14,  1955  at  the  age 
of  73  years.  She  united  with  the  Brethren  Church  of 
Roann  at  about  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Jake 
Wagoner  in  1911.  Had  been  living  in  Knox,  Indiana  for 
about  30  years,  but  retained  her  membership  in  the  Breth- 
ren Church  throughout  life.  Husband  preceded  her  in 
death  in  1946.  Survived  by  one  sister,  one  son,  and  four 
granddaughters. 

Thomas  A.  Shannon. 


BOWMAN.  Henry  Bowman  died  at  the  age  of  94  years 
on  August  4th,  1955,  at  his  home  in  San  Bernandino, 
California.  Was  married  November  11,  1891  to  Miss 
Laura  Carver,  who  died  in  1918.  To  this  union  was  born 
two  sons,  and  two  daughters.  Both  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter also  preceded  him  in  death.  He  united  with  the 
Brethren  Church  of  Roann  at  an  early  age  and  retained 
his  membership  in  his  home  church  until  the  time  of 
death.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  California,  and  his 
ashes  returned  to  Roann  where  a  commital  service  was 
conducted  by  the  pastor  August  15,  1955. 

Thomas  A.  Shannon. 
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This  is  your  Editor  of  Publications  reminding  you  that  for 
a  BIGGER  and  BETTER  BRETHREN  CHURCH  we  must  con- 
tinue  to  have  a  constantly  improved  BRETHREN  LITERATURE. 

We,  of  your  Publication  Board  and  Plant,  are  dedicated 
to  that  trust. 

We,  likewise,  are  counting  on  your  support  this  month- — 
your  prayers,  your  interest  and  your  gifts.  THANK  YOU! 

W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff. 

Your  liberal  giving  will  insure  the  continued 
advancement  of  Brethren  Publications 


w 


JL  v-7  LJLiJL  ^rr  i  /  T 


Official  Organ  of  Ghe  Brethren  Church 


WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  BRETHREN      ^^^ - 

Dedicate  Remodelled 


Sf-ory  on  Page  8 


VOL  LXXVIII 


January    14,    1956 


No.  2 


Proclaiming  the   WHOLE   GOSPEL,  for  the   WHOLE   WORLD 


PAGE  TWO 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


THE 

BRETHREN 

EVANGELIST 


Published     weekly,    except     the    fourth     week    in 
July    and     the    last    week    in    December. 

TERMS    OF    SUBSCRIPTION:    $1.50    per    year 
in   advance. 

Entered      as     second     class      matter     at      Ashland, 

Ohio.     Accepted     for     mailing      at      special      rate 

section     1103,    Act    of    October    3,     1917. 

Authorized     September     3,     1928. 


THE  BRETHREN   PUBLISHING   COMPANY,  Ashland,   Ohio,   Phone:  37271 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE:  J.   E.   Stookey,   President, 
H.   E.   Weidenhamer,  Vice-Pres.;    Rev.   Robert  Hoifman,   Sec'y-Treas. 

EDITOR  OF  PUBLICATIONS— Rev.   W.   St.   Clair   Benshoff 

DEPARTMENT   EDITORS 

Rev.  L.  O.  McCartneysmith,  Brethren  Doctrine 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Church  History 
Rev.  Edwin  Boardman,  Church  Methods 


CONTRIBUTING    EDITORS 

Rev.  William  H,  Anderson 
Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer 
Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 
Rev.  John  Byler 


CHANGE    OF   ADDRESS:    In    ordering    change    of    address    always    give    both    old    and    new    addresses. 
RIEMITTANCES:    Send    all    money,    business    communications,    and    contributed    articles    to: 

THE     BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     COMPANY,    ASHLAND.    OHIO. 


Items  of  general   Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum, 
our  Brethren  Church  History  Department  writer,  informs 
the  Editor  that  he  has  been  invited  to  become  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Education  Committee  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  We  quote  from  Brother  Ankrum's  letter  in 
which  he  quotes  from  a  letter  received  by  him  from  C. 
Ernest  Davis,  Chairman  of  the  above  Committee:  "'I 
have  known  of  your  great  interest  in  Brethren  History 
and  have  read  with  great  appreciation  the  writings  that 
have  come  from  your  pen.  We  would  be  honored  if  you 
would  accept  our  invitation  to  be  regarded  as  a  full  mem- 
ber of  the  committee.'  " 

Brother  Ankrum  notes  that  there  are  five  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  Historians  on  the  Committee;  he  adds 
also,  "I  shall  be  honored  to  accept  the  invitation."  (Ed. 
Note:  We  too  are  glad  for  the  honor  which  has  been  ex- 
tended to  Brother  Ankrum;  he  has  been  performing  a 
very  fine  work  for  the  Brethren  in  making  possible, 
through  his  articles  in  the  Evangelist,  the  preservation 
of  many  interesting  and  important  facts  relating  to 
Brethren  Church  History.) 

"The  specific  work  of  the  Committee  is  the  building 
up  of  a  Brethren  Historical  Library  and  the  addition  of 
Brethren  materials  in  the  libraries  of  Brethren  Colleges 
and  Seminaries." 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Brother  Ralph  E.  Mills  notes 
in  his  bulletin  a  comment  relative  to  the  special  Christ- 
ian emphasis  program  in  their  church  for  the  past  sev- 
eral months:  "Today  (Dec.  25th)  ends  the  period  of  spe- 
cial emphasis  in  the  Church.  The  attendance  for  the  two 
month  period  was  very  encouraging  and  indicated  most 
members  and  friends  were  supporting." 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.  The  Cameron  Church  and  the  local 
Presbyterian  Church  joined  in  a  New  Year's  Eve  service, 
in  the  Cameron  Church,  with  the  Presbyterian  pastor, 
Robert  Shaffer,  bringing  the  message. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Improvements  at  the  parson- 
age continue,  with  the  Homemaker's  Class  providing  Ven- 
etian blinds  for  the  downstairs,  and  a  gas  heater  being 
installed  in  the   spare   room. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  The  Elkhart  Choir  presented  a 
special  program  over  WSJV-TV  the  evening  of  Decem- 
ber 20th. 


BURLINGTON,  INDIANA.  Brother  Floyd  Sibert  writes 
to  the  Editor:  "Christmas  Sunday  was  a  wonderful  day 
at  Burlington.  A  baby  was  consecrated,  three  young  fath- 
ers and  a  young  mother  made  the  Great  Confession.  Two 
of  the  young  men  were  baptized  and  taken  into  the 
Church  'that  same  day.'  The  other  young  couple  is  sched- 
uled to  receive  baptism  this  coming  Saturday.  (Jan.  1st). 
This  unites  these  three  families  of  young  people  in  the 
Brethren  Church  here.  The  Christmas  attendance  was 
good.  It  was  25%  higher  than  last  year." 

WABASH,  INDIANA.  COLLEGE  CORNER  BRETH- 
REN. (While  we  have  mentioned  elsewhere  that  we  wish 
it  were  possible  to  call  attention  to  all  of  the  fine  carol- 
ing activities  throughout  the  denomination,  we  do  want 
to  call  special  attention  to  the  one  held  by  the  College 
Corner  Brethren.  This  energetic  group  did  their  caroling 
on  Christmas  morning — leaving  the  church  at  5:00  A.  M. 
We  would  be  glad  to  have  a  fuller  report  on  how  it 
worked  out  at  this  early  hour,  Brother  Hanna. — Editor.) 

AKRON,  INDIANA.  Gordon  Hedges  was  guest  speaker 
in  the  Akron  Church  on  January  1st. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


COMING  EVENTS 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Cam- 
paign— January  30th  through  February  12th. — Rev.  Hen- 
ry Bates,  Pastor-Evangelist. 


This       V       That 

By  the  Editor 

We  have  been  impressed,  this  past  holiday  season,  with 
the  information  received  relative  to  the  many  Christmas 
programs  given  in  our  Churches.  Certainly  the  lives  of 
all  who  attended  these  various  programs  must  have  been 
spiritually  enriched.  Many  of  our  church  and  youth 
groups  also  went  caroling,  which  we  also  know  brought 
much  cheer  and  good  to  those  who  heard  them  sing.  We 
wish  it  were  possible  to  call  attention  in  our  Interesting 
Items  to  all  the  fine  Christmas  programs  and  Carolings; 
to  do  so  would  have  meant  the  listing  of  almost  all  of  our 
Churches,  and  for  the  caroling  groups,  more  than  a  third. 
All  reports  indicate,  though,  that  it  has  been  a  good  sea- 
son for  programs  and  carolings;  for  that,  we  are  truly 
grateful.  W.  S.  B. 
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GOOD  WORKS  ARE  THE  FRUITS  OF  THE 
LIFE  OF  A  SAINT.  Thus  we  speak  of  the 
good  influence  of  the  Christian. 

We  all  know  them — good,  clean  cut,  stalwart 
Christians — whose  lives  are  a  positive  testimony 
of  the  saving  grace  of  our  Lord.  Of  such  Paul 
had  in  mind  when  he  wrote  to  the  Thessalonian 
Christians,  "Ye  were  ensamples  to  all  that  be- 
lieved in  Macedonia  and  Achaia.  For  from  you 
sounded  out  the  word  of  the  Lord  not  only  in 
Macedonia  and  Achaia,  but  also  in  every  place 
your  faith  to  God-ward  is  spread  abroad ;  so  that 
we  need  not  to  speak  anything."  (I  Thess.  1 :7, 
8).  Of  such,  the  Church  can  be  proud  today. 

All  of  us  should  be  that  kind  of  Christians  day 
by  day.  Without  doubt,  the  ideal  of  perfect  Chris- 
tian service  is  in  our  mind,  and  we  pray  day  by 
day,  and  night  by  night,  that  we  can  be,  in  His 
strength,  the  stalwart,  true,  and  faithful  kind  of 
Christian  in  our  ideal.  Yet  we  find  that  the  flesh 
endeavors  to  assert  itself  upon  us — the  will  of  self 
rears  its  venomous  head,  and  the  good  intention 
lies  shattered  in  fragments  about  our  shaking 
feet.  Temptations,  weaknesses,  evil  doers,  would 
seek  to  spoil  our  good  influence,  our  desires  to 
serve.  Thus  do  we  find  value  in  the  words  of  Peter 
when  he  said,  "Dearly  beloved,  I  beseech  you  as 
strangers  and  pilgrims,  abstain  from  fleshly  lusts, 
which  war  against  the  soul ;  Having  your  conver- 
sation honest  among  the  Gentiles:  that,  whereas 
they  speak  against  you  as  evildoers,  they  may  by 
your  good  works,  which  they  shall  behold,  glorify 
God  in  the  day  of  visitation."  (I  Peter  2:11,  12). 

It  should  be  noted,  though,  that  the  only  per- 
son who  can  really  destroy  our  good  influence  is 
ourselves.  All  arguments  to  the  contrary,  a  Chris- 
tian full  of  grace  and  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord, 
will  rise  above  all  who  may  speak  or  do  evil 
against  him.  The  scriptures  say  so,  as  noted  in  the 
verses  just  quoted. 


uence 

We  should  also  note  that  the  stalwart,  strong, 
true  Christian  saints  are  those  who,  without 
doubt,  have  mastered  great  personal  temptations, 
weaknesses,  or  who  have  suffered  much  through 
the  years,  but  who  have  learned  to  conquer  in 
His  Name.  This  avenue  is  open  to  all  who  desire 
such  a  life. 

A  good  Christian  life  will  bear  good  influence 
among  men.  It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that, 
good  or  bad,  we  are  bearing  influence  on  every- 
one around  us. 

A  farmer  once  was  walking  across  the  fields 
to  the  village  tavern  shortly  after  a  new-fallen- 
snow.  After  having  gone  some  distance  he  heard 
his  young  son,  who  had  in  childish  play  decided  to 
follow  his  father,  calling  to  him,  "Daddy,  I'm 
walking  in  your  footsteps."  This  so  shocked  the 
man  that  he  turned  from  his  intended  purpose. 
How  much  would  our  lives  change  if  those  upon 
whom  we  bear  influence  would  tell  us,  "We're 
walking  in  your  footsteps?" 

We  scatter  seeds  with  careless  hand 

And  dream  we  ne'er  shall  see   them    more; 
But  for  a  thousand  years 
Their  fruit  appears 
In  weeds  that  mar  the  land. 
Or  healthful  store. 

The  deeds  we  do,  the  words  we  say — 
Into  still  air  they  seem  to  fleet. 

We  count  them  ever  past; 
But  they  shall  last — 
In  the  dread  judgment  they 
And  we  shall  meet. 


-W.  S.  B. 
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by  Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum 


Mary   Mack   Deffenbaugh 


T  DO  NOT  KNOW  when  I  first  knew  "Aunt"  Mary.  She 
■^  to  me  always  existed.  Alexander  Mack  Jr.,  had  been 
laid  in  his  grave  in  the  Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  Cem- 
etery, but  forty  two  years  when  "Aunt"  Mary  was  born 
in  Licking  County,  Ohio.  Her  bii-thday  was  October  29, 
1845.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Mary  Woolsey  Mack. 
She  was  named  for  her  mother,  Mary.  Her  father,  the 
son  of  Jacob  Mack,  who  was  the  grandson  of  Alexander 
Mack  Jr.,  was  born  near  Masontown,  Pennsylvania.  Along 
with  his  father  Jacob,  he  emigrated  from  the  rolling  hills 
of  southwestern  Pennsylvania  to  the  more  gentle  hills  of 
Ohio.  They  settled  in  Licking  County  not  far  from  the 
new  National  Road  which  was  in  progress  of  construc- 
tion across  the  state  of  Ohio.  The  time  of  the  move  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  likely  occurred  about  1832.  Mary 
Woolsey  Mack  was  also  from  the  Masontown  Community 
and  of  a  long  line  of  Woolseys.  There  are  relatives  yet 
in  that  section  of  the  country.  Brownsville  on  the  heavily 
traveled  Pike  was  the  nearest  village  to  the  farms  where 
Jacob  and  his  son  John  settled.  They  were  a  couple  miles 
to  the   southwest. 

To  the  marriage  of  John  and  Mary  Woolsey  Mack, 
were  bom  five  children,  namely,  George,  born  December 
10,  1831;  Lucinda,  bom  April  19,  1834;  Sarah  Ann,  bom 
August  7,  1839;  Jason  (The  Author's  grandfather)  born 
April  30,  1842  and  Mary  the  baby  of  the  family,  bom  as 
stated  above  October  29,  1845.  Her  father  John  was  born 
near  Masontown,  October  9,  1800. 

While  she  was  not  only  to  me  but?  to  all  who  knew  her 
"Aunt"  Mary,  she  was  correctly  speaking  my  "great 
aunt,"  as  she  was  the  sister  of  my  grandfather. 

When  the  writer  was  two  years  of  age,  his  parents 
moved  from  the  village  of  Glenford,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  to  the  large  Deffenbaugh  farm  of  some  400  acres 
four  miles  to  the  east.  Here  for  the  space  of  nearly  nine 
years,  was  the  boyhood  home  of  the  writer.  What  a  lo- 
cation it  was.  Space  for  a  boy  to  run  and  play,  people  in- 
terested, in  a  little  lad,  and  one  of  the  most  progressive 
minded  people  in  the  entire  community  to  live  around. 

It  is  not  possible  to  mention  "Aunt"  Mary  without  men- 
tioning "Uncle"  Sam.  Samuel  Deffenbaugh,  like  the 
Macks,  could  trace  his  lineage  back  to  Fayette  County, 
Pennsylvania.  There  are  still  numerous  relatives  there 
carrying  the  same  name. 


Aunt  Mary  differed  from  the  most  of  the  other  Macks 
in  that  she  was  small.  A  large  soul  and  mind  in  a  small 
body.  Uncle  Sam  was  large  and  robust.  Both  were  accus- 
tomed to  hard  work  and  toil  was  no  stranger  to  them. 
While  Mary  Mack  was  growing  up  in  the  Mack  home, 
learning  the  history  of  her  ancestors  and  availing  her- 
self of  the  limited  education  of  her  day,  Samuel  Deffen- 
baugh was  growing  to  manhood  in  the  adjoining  County 
of  Perry  some  three  or  four  miles  to  the  south  east.  It 
may  have  been  because  of  the  common  interest  in  the 
matter  of  Pennsylvania  which  brought  them  together.  The 
story,  if  told  to  the  writer  has  been  forgotten,  but  we  do 
know  that  on  March  11,  1866  Samued  Deffenbaugh  and 
Mary  Mack  were  united  in  marriage  and  she  came  to 
live  on  the  large  Deffenbaugh  farm. 

The  Macks  as  well  as  the  Deffenbaughs  did  not  leave 
their  Dunker  religion  in  Pennsylvania  but  brought  it 
along  with  them  to  the  new  homes  in  Ohio.  In  the  mat- 
ter of  their  religious  life  we  find  them  elected  to  the  of- 
fices of  Deacon  and  Deaconness.  These  two  offices  they 
faithfully  filled  until  the  Lord  called  them  home  from 
this  life.  Samuel  Deffenbaugh  and  Mary  Mack's  marriage 
came  about  just  a  year  following  the  close  of  the  bloody 
Civil  War.  While  it  is  true  that  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try escaped  the  battles,  no  section  of  the  east  could  re- 
main entirely  aloof.  General  John  Morgan's  Raiders  were 
reported  headed  that  way,  and  riflemen  guarded  the  barn 
at  the  lower  house  with  their  old  muzzle  loader  rifles. 
The  rumor  proved  false  however.  Men  were  drafted  into 
the  service  much  against  their  will,  and  the  community 
was  not  permitted  to  forget  by  the  limitations  of  the  few 
goods  purchased  that  there  was  a  ^yar  on  hand. 

The  Greenwood  Dunkard  or  "Conservative,"  Church  as 
it  was  later  called  was  on  the  western  edge  of  the  Def- 
fenbaugh farm.  Uncle  Sam  and  Aunt  Mary  were  Deacon 
and  Deaconness  there.  Following  the  regretted  division  of 
1882,  a  "Progressive"  church  was  built  at  "Five  Points," 
four  miles  west  of  Glenford.  The  Deffenbaughs  trans- 
ferred their  membership  to  this  Church,  joining  the  "Pro- 
gressive" element.  However  when  the  Beracha  "Pro- 
gressive" church  was  built  on  the  Deffenbaugh  farm  in 
1898  Uncle  Sam  still  continued,  when  there  was  no  con- 
flict to  attend  services  in  the  Greenwood  church. 

Samuel  and  Mary  Mack  Deffenbaugh  were  the  parents 
of  two  children.   Charles  E.  was  born  January  23,  1867. 
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He  taught  for  a  few  terms  in  Ashland  College,  Ashland, 
Ohio,  but  spent  the  most  of  his  life  with  his  father  on 
the  farm.  He  was  mai-ried  twice;  first  to  Minnie  Oaks  of 
Trotwood,  Ohio,  whom  he  met  in  Ashland  College,  and 
second  to  Juanita  Huggens  of  Arkansas.  Charles  died  in 
Ashland,  Ohio,  April  7,  1934,  and  is  buried  in  the  Good 
Hope  Cemetery  a  couple  miles  west  of  the  Deffenbaugh 
farm.  Just  a  little  over  twenty  years  following  the  birth 
of  Charles,  a  little  daughter  came  whom  they  named 
Ethel.  She  was  born  October  23,  1887.  She,  like  her  broth- 
er Charles,  was  a  student  in  Ashland  College.  Here  she 
met  Charles  Tinkey  of  Ashland  and  on  January  27,  1909 
they  were  united  in  marriage  in  the  Deffenbaugh  home. 
The  ceremony  was  by  her  brother  Charles,  who  was  a 
Minister.  Charles  Tinkey  died  near  Ashland,  Ohio,  March 
7,  1932.  They  have  one  son  John.  Charles  Tinkey  is  buried 
in  the  Good  Hope  Cemetery  east  of  Glenford,  Ohio.  At 
the  present  writing  Ethel,  Mrs.  Charles  Tinkey  lives  with 
her  son,  John  and  wife,  near  West  Salem,  Ohio. 

The  Deffenbaughs  were  progressive  minded.  Charles 
was  so  far  ahead  of  his  time  that  he  was  styled  "Vision- 
ary," by  some.  The  home  was,  in  its  early  days,  the  out- 
standing home  of  the  community.  Here  came  the  tele- 
phone, when  it  was  almost  an  experiment.  Here  was 
found  running  water  and  a  bathroom;  a  thing  unheard  of 
in  most  of  the  country  homes  of  the  community.  They 
even  had  a  refrigerator,  not  depending  upon  the  Spring 
House  as  many  did.  There  was  a  large  fish  pond  and 
each  winter  one  of  the  chores  was  the  cutting  of  ice 
and  filling  the  large  Ice  House.  This  was  about  the  only 
one  in  the  community.  Water  for  the  house  was  forced  up 
the  hill  from  a  free  flowing  spring  just  above  the  fish 
pond,  by  a  Hydraulic  Ram  to  a  tank  in  the  attic  of  the 
large  brick  house.  The  pit  in  which  the  Ram  was  located 
was  ever  the  delight  of  us  small  boys.  The  moss,  the 
lizards  and  now  and  then  a  gi-een  frog  looking  up  at  us 
with  wide  eyes  as  we  looked  down  were  never  forgotten. 
The  farm  was  also  used  as  a  testing  ground  for  new 
machinery.  The  first  sulky  plow  to  be  used  in  the  imme- 
diate community  was  purchased  by  the  Deffenbaughs  and 
was  used  on  this  farm.  People  could  not  understand  how 
it  was  possible  to  ride  and  plow. 

The  fish  pond  had  its  attractions.  Here  the  small  fry 
learned  to  swim.  Here  one  summer  day  when  they  were 
enjoying  the  cool  water,  ever  minded  of  Indians  of  whom 
"Aunt"  Mary  had  told  them  many  stories,  "Uncle"  Sam 
rushed  out  of  a  near  by  cornfield  crying  out  "Indians!  In- 
dians!" The  small  fry  in  the  pond  rushed  out  of  the 
water,  seized  their  clothes  and  ran  the  other  way  as  fast 
as  their  legs  would  carry  them,  no  doubt  breaking  their 
best  previous  records.  How  "Uncle"  Sam  laughed  and  en- 
joyed telling  the  tale  to  various  audiences.  Yes,  The 
Author  was  one  of  the  runners. 

"Aunt"  Mary  was  a  great  reader,  also  a  great  story 
teller.  As  a  Bible  story  teller  she  was  hard  to  surpass. 
With  us  youngsters  sitting  around  her,  she  told  us  Bible 
stories  such  as  David  and  and  Goliath,  Samson,  Noah  and 
the  Ark  until  we  could  as  we  sat  there  with  wide  open 
eyes,  ears  and  mouths  almost  hear  the  rain  falling  on  the 
shingle  roof  of  the  Ark. 

Their  home  in  those  days  now  so  far  and  at  times  so 
near  possessed  many  books.  Various  magazines  came  into 
it  among  which,  the  Author's  favorite  was  The  Youth's 
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Companion.  There  was  also  a  typewriter  which  was  used 
by  Mrs.  Charles  Deffenbaugh  and  various  Ministers  who 
came  to  make  their  home  with  the  Deffenbaughs  while 
they  were  preaching  in  the  community.  The  Deffenbaughs 
always  supplied  a  room  and  the  board  free  to  the  one 
who  was  preaching  at  the  Bethel  church  at  "Five  Points," 
or  later  on  at  the  Beracha  church.  They  even  built  a 
"Prophet's  Room,"  as  it  were,  along  by  the  one  which 
had  been  originally  used.  A  great  treat  for  us  small  boys 
would  be  when  carefully  guided  we  were  permitted  to 
visit  those  rooms  where  there  were  so  many  books  and 
papers,  along  with  pencils. 

The  large  farm  and  the  modern  home  was  the  stopping 
place  of  many  visitors.  Perhaps  few  visiting  ministers 
missed  the  home.  Thei'e  was  one  who  may  be  remembered 
by  some  who  will  read  this;  he  was  Dr.  McGregor  a 
traveling  Evangelist  who  held  a  Meeting  at  the  Bethel 
Church.  Elder  James  Quinter  was  not  a  stranger  in  the 
home.  He  was  a  contemporary  of  Elder  Jacob  Mack,  an 
Uncle  of  Mary  Mack  Deffenbaugh.  There  could  be  named 
many  who  have  gone  to  Glory  and  some  still  among  the 
living  who  found  the  Deffenbaugh  home  their  home.  There 
was  the  young  student  of  sacred  memory,  John  Allen  Mil- 
ler who  made  this  his  home  while  he  was  a  student 
preacher  in  the  community.  Hardly  a  summer  passed  but 
there  were  visitors  from  Pennsylvania.  Correspondence 
was  kept  up  between  the  relatives  in  the  old  state  and  the 
new  one. 

The  Church  was  the  ever  love  of  Aunt  Mary  and 
Uncle  Sam.  "Saml,"  she  abbreviated  the  name.  They  were 
generous  givers  when  they  had  the  means,  and  sacrificial 
givers  when  times  had  changed.  Many  a  young  preacher 
who  had  the  wisdom  to  listen  to  Aunt  Mary  became  a 
better  preacher  and  prepared  better  sermons  following 
her  constructive   criticism. 

The  Deffenbaugh  home  was  always  an  open  home,  with 
a  welcome  to  all.  The  large  sugar  camp  where  Maple 
sap  was  boiled  in  the  spring  time  attracted  numerous 
visitors.  There  was  always  room  for  them  in  the  brick 
house  just  a  little  ways  up  the  hill. 

Mary  Mack  Deffenbaugh  was  proud  of  her  ancestry. 
Could  a  person  have  put  on  paper  the  many  things  told 
to  those  who  sat  around  her,  our  history  would  be  much 
richer.  The  Author  literally  sat  at  her  feet  while  she  took 
time  to  pour  out  her  marvelous  stories  and  information 
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relative  to  the  Mack  ancestry.  In  fact  it  was  a  common 
matter  and  taken  for  granted  until  we  were  awakened  later 
while  a  student  in  Ashland  College,  by  Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller 
as  to  its  full  import. 

It  was  Aunt  Mary  who  furnished  much  help  and  in- 
spiration in  the  long  task  of  research  and  the  securing 
of  materials  for  the  production  of  "ALEXANDER 
MACK  THE  TUNKER  AND  DESCENDANTS."  This 
came  out  in  1943  but  unfortunately  Aunt  Mary  did  not 
see  it,  as  she  had  passed  on. 

The  Author  lived  in  the  large  brick  house  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill  on  the  Deffenbaugh  farm. 

Aunt  Mary  was  a  wonderful  correspondent.  She  was  as 
good  a  letter  writer  as  she  was  story  teller.  The  Author 
corresponded  with  her  up  until  the  time  of  her  death  in 
1934.  In  one  of  the  letters  just  a  few  years  before  her 
death,  she  wrote  to  the  Author: 

"One  of  the  pictures  that  hang  on  memory's  wall  is  of 
a  red  brick  house  at  the  foot  of  a  hill.  The  door  opened 
and  a  little  boy  came  out  and  walked  across  the  porch 
and  down  the  steps  and  trotted  along  a  short  lane  to  a 
hill.  Soon  a  little  head  bobbed  up  the  hill  and  a  little  boy 
was  seen  with  a  book  under  his  right  arm.  He  came  to 
the  house  where  a  woman  was  standing,  perhaps  she  was 
sweeping  as  it  was  early  in  the  moi-ning.  She  was  sur- 
prised to  see  the  book  brought  back  so  soon  and  said 
'Have  you  read  it  through  ah'eady?'  and  a  little  bright 
face  looked  up  with  a  pleasant  smile  and  said,  'Yes,  could 
I  get  another?'  She  said  'We  will  look  for  another,'  and 
when  it  was  found  he  put  it  under  his  arm  and  trotted 
down  the  hill.  This  was  often  repeated  in  my  lonely 
days." 

Upon  the  philosophy  of  death  she  wrote  just  four  years 
before  her  death,  "I  have  thought  since  I  was  four  years 
old  upon  the  subject  of  death,  and  am  still  thinking  upon 
it.  When  I  was  a  child,  people  either  walked  or  rode'  on 
horseback,  and  as  my  mother  was  a  poor  rider,  she  never 
took  me  to  funerals.  But  when  my  sister  who  was  seven 
years  older  than  I,  was  large  enough  to  walk,  she  went  to 
a  funeral  and  your  grandfather  and  I  stayed  at  a  neigh- 
bors and  when  the  family  came  home,  she  came  to  the 
neighbors  for  us,  and  I  asked  her  what  a  funeral  was. 
She  told  me  what  it  was  and  about  the  dead,  and  death. 
I  never  will  forget  how  I  felt  when  she  told  me  how  peo- 
ple were  when  they  were  dead,  and  what  death  was,  and 
what  caused  it  and  I  studied  over  it  all  my  life."  The 
sister  was  Sarah  Ann  Mack  who  later  made  her  home 
with  the  Deffenbaughs  until  her  death  July  9,  1901.  She 
never  married. 

Samuel  and  Mary  Mack  Deffenbaugh  united  with  the 
church  in  September  1869  and  were  baptized  together, 
They  were  charter  members  of  the  Bethel  Church  west 
of  Glenford  when  it  was  organized  in  1883.  Samuel  Def- 
fenbaugh was  a  hard  worker  and  busily  engaged  in  the 
operation  of  his  large  farm.  However  not  all  the  ventures 
proved  profitable  when  the  rosy  promises  faded.  Just  a 
few  years  before  the  death  of  Uncle  Sam  on  the  old  farm, 
he  had  undergone  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  a  leg. 
He  recovered  from  this.  The  Surgeon  in  Columbus  where 
the  operation  was  performed  stated,  "Only  his  clean  liv- 
ing  made   recovery   from   this   operation   possible." 


UNCLE  SAM  AND  AUNT  MARY  DEFFENBAUGH 


Uncle  Sam  died  on  October  17,  1922  at  the  age  of  78 
years,  7  months  and  6  days.  His  funeral  was  conducted 
by  the  late  Dr.  John  Allen  Miller  and  Rev.  Garrison  then 
Pastor  at  Glenford.  Burial  was  in  the  Good  Hope  Ceme- 
tery a  couple  miles  west  of  the  farm.  The  operation  had 
necessitated  a  large  hospital  bill.  This  with  additional 
reverses  which  followed  swiftly  the  passing  of  Uncle  Sam 
caused  them  to  lose  the  place.  So  on  November  7,  1929, 
they  moved  to  a  fami  near  Shiloh,  Ohio.  Here  they  lived 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Charles  Tinkey,  the  son-in- 
law  March  7,  1932.  Later  on  the  same  month  they  moved 
into  the  city  of  Ashland,  Ohio. 

If  Aunt  Mary  complained  to  the  writer,  it  is  not  re- 
membered. She  was  a  wonderful  correspondent  and  poured 
out  herself  in  her  letters.  She  had  had  a  long  desire  to 
see  the  Mountains.  In  her  old  age  it  was  arranged  that 
she  should  visit  the  Author  and  family  at  Oak  Hill,  West 
Virginia,  when  I  was  Pastor  of  the  Brethren  Church 
there.  My  father  and  mother  brought  her  down  in  the 
October  time  of  the  year  when  the  mountain  sides  were 
decked  in  their  various  colors;  a  picture  the  mind  of  man 
could  not  describe.  She  was  taken  to  the  overlooking  of 
the  New  River  and  stood  speechless  as  she  drank  in  the 
beauties  from  the  hands  of  God.  When  we  felt  that  it 
was  time  to  return  to  Oak  Hill,  she  stated,  "Oh!  Don't 
go."  Meals  were  second  to  the  enjoyment  brought  Aunt 
Mary  in  her  look  at  the  mountains  in  all  of  their  beauty. 

From  her  childhood,  she  was  a  great  reader.  When  a 
Bible  was  read  and  reread  until  it  was  worn  out  she  did 
not  burn  it  as  so  many  would  have  done  to  an  old  book, 
but  she  buried  it.  It  was  the  privilege  of  the  Author  to 
present  her  with  a  Bible  a  short  time  before  her  death, 
as  the  one  she  was  using  was  well  along  in  wear. 

In  her  eighties  before  she  left  the  old  home  fann,  she 
did  her  share  of  the  hard  work.  Morning  and  night,  little 
and  frail  though  she  was,  she  went  to  the  barn  to  aid  in 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 
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and  Mrs.  Robert  Bischof 


(Our  Missionaries  on  furlough) 


M 


R.  AND  MRS.  ROBERT  BISCHOF,  who  returned 
from  Nigeria  on  December  17,  will  soon  be  making 
the  Shively  Missionary  Home,  1014  Grant  Street  in  Ash- 
land, their  headquarters. 

Immediately  following  their  arrival  in  the  States,  they 
visited  with  their  families  in  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  Louisville,  Ohio.  Bob  and  Bea  both  seem  to  be  in 
fine  health  again,  but  the  Board  wants  them  to  have  a 
good  rest  and  an  opportunity  to  insure  complete  recupera- 
tion from  their  recent  illness  before  they  begin  any  dep- 
utation work. 

It  is  not  likely  that  they  will  be  scheduled  for  any 
meetings  before  March  1.  After  this  time  an  itinerary  will 


be  arranged  for  them  so  that  they  can  visit  a  number 
of  our  churches.  Watch  this  page  of  the  Evangelist  to 
learn  when  they  will  be  in  your  area. 

An  effort  will  be  made  to  send  the  Bischofs  to  your 
church,  if  you  have  made  a  request  to  have  them.  To 
save  time,  strength  and  expense,  they  should  visit  as 
many  churches  in  one  distz-ict  as  possible  when  they  are 
in  the  area,  and  not  be  asked  to  return  numerous  times 
to  accommodate  the  convenience  of  individual  churches. 

They  have  travelled  thousands  of  miles  to  serve  for  us 
and,  returning,  to  share  their  experiences  with  us.  Now, 
let's  make  our  schedules  to  coincide  with  theirs. 

WATCH  FOR  FURTHER  ANNOUNCEMENTS! 
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LEHERS  TO  THE  CHURCHES 


TN  KEEPING  with  the  Missionary  Board's  forward  look 
and  their  effort  to  maintain  a  progressive  program,  a 
study  is  being  made  of  church  offerings.  Needless  to  say, 
if  we  are  to  make  progress  in  our  work,  offerings  will 
need  to  increase. 

Churches  whose  offerings  have  been  sent  in  will  receive 
a  letter  from  the  Missionary  Board  office,  listing  last 
year's  offerings  for  home  missions  and  this  year's;  there- 
fore, if  any  of  these  churches  want  to  maintain  an  in- 
crease-in-offering   record,    or    to    raise    their   offering   in 


keeping  with  the  expanded  program,  they  may  add  to  the 
amount  we  have  already  received. 

Your  pastor  or  church  secretary  will  receive  the  letter 
for  your  church.  Please  ask  him  about  your  record. 

Incidentally,  we  hope  churches  will  establish  the  cus- 
tom of  sending  offerings  to  our  office  fairly  promptly 
after  they  are  taken  or  at  regular  intervals  throughout 
the  year.  Such  practice,  which  constitutes  a  dependable 
income,  makes  progress  in  missions  possible. 
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FORWARD  WITH  CHRIST 

AT  WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO 

by  Betty  Jo  Goad,  Church  Correspondent 


BY  THE  TIME  this  article  is  published,  Thanksgiving 
Day  will  be  passed  and  in  some  cases,  even  forgotten, 
until  another  November  rolls  around.  What  a  pity  that  so 
many  of  us  set  aside  one  day  out  of  the  entire  365  to 
count  our  blessings.  Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  what  it 
would  be  like  if  God  were  to  designate  just  one  day  out 
of  the  year,  perhaps  he  would  title  it  "Blessing  Day"  and 
on  that  particular  day  and  no  other  He  would  bless  us  in 
some  way.  But  being  a  just  God,  even  though  He  sorrows 
over  the  fact  that  we  give  Him  so  little  of  our  time.  He 
continues  to  bless  us  day  after  day. 

We,  here  at  the  West  Alexandria  Brethren  Church, 
should  fall  on  our  knees,  thanking  God  for  the  wonder- 
ful way  our  church  is  going  forward  financially  and  most 
important  of  all,  spiritually. 

New  souls  are  being  won  over  to  labor  for  the  Lord 
and  now  with  our  redecorating  program  a  thing  of  the 
past,  the  future,  itself,  looks  bright. 

Our  first  big  step  this  past  year  was  the  purchase  of  a 
new  electric  organ.  Next  in  line  was  the  interior  decorat- 
ing and  remodeling.  It  was  a  great  and  expensive  "step" 
but  the  people  came  through  by  donating  their  labor  and 
money  and  inside  of  a  few  weeks  the  alterations  made 
such  a  change,  you  could  hardly  believe  it  could  be  the 
same  chui'ch. 

The  greatest  change  was  the  mode  of  lighting.  At  the 
suggestion  of  our  pastor,  Rev.  H.  R.  Garland,  indirect 
lighting  was  used  the  full  length  of  both  East  and  West 
walls.  This  eliminated  the  white  globed  lights  hanging 
from  the  ceiling. 

The  two-tone  tan  walls  took  on  a  new  look  with  the 
application  of  soothing  green  paint,  white  paint  was  used 
on  the  ceiling  and  also  on  the  walls  above  the  new  lights, 
thus  giving  the  effect  of  a  lower  ceiling. 

The  rostrum,  too,  underwent  a  major  change.  The  pul- 
pit was  moved  from  the  center  to  one  side  and  an  altar 
table  was  placed  in  front  of  a  new  maroon  drapery. 

To  really  do  it  justice  in  this  story  is  impossible  as 
there  are  so  many  things  we  could  point  out  and  describe. 
However,  this  has  touched  upon  the  major  improvements. 

Again  I  say,  we  West  Alexandria  Brethren  can  name 
every  day  Thanksgiving  Day  for  the  blessings  we  have 


PASTOR  H.  R.  GARLAND 


received.  We  can  be  proud  of  the  progress  our  church  has 

made  since  it  was  organized  by  a  small  but  God  fearing 

group  of  Brethren  people  back  in  1883.  Surely  they  musti 

have  lived  by  the  scripture  in  which  Jesus  spoke,  "If  ye  { 

have  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustai'd  seed,  ye  shall  say  unto 

this  mountain.  Remove  hence  to  yonder  place;  and  it  shall 

remove;  and  nothing  shall  be  impossible  unto  you."  (Mat-i 

thew  17:20).  ' 

I 
May  we  Brethren  of  today  have  the  same  faith  which  I 

those   few  kept  back  in  the   1800's,  when  through  many 

discouragements  and  over  hurdles,  they  continued  to  build  I 

the  church  I  can  so  proudly  write  of  today. 

Lord,  give  us  strength  here  in  West  Alexandria  to  carry 
on  Thy  work,  realizing  that  all  things  which  are  impos- 
sible with  men  are  possible  with  God.  With  the  faith  of 
a  tiny  mustard  seed,  we  will  continue  to  move  forward,^ 
building  a  better  church  for  our  Brethren  of  tomorrow, 
for  Christ's  sake  we  ask  it.  Amen. 


gnnnnnnnDnnnnnnnnnnannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnDaaaaDDaanaannnnnnannnnGnnnnnnnnnnnDDnDanD 
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MARY  MACK  DEFFENBAUGH 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 


the  milking.  The  milk,  a  pail  in  each  hand  was  carried 
up  to  the  milk  house.  One  day  she  told  the  Author.  "Do 
you  know.  I  was  coming  out  of  the  barn  with  two  buckets 
of  milk  when  an  aeroplane  went  over.  I  was  so  anxious 
to  see  it  that  I  looked  up.  I  was  not  watching  where 
I  was  going  and  stumped  my  toe,  falling  flat  and  spilling 
both  buckets  of  milk."  No  complaint,  just  seeing  the  hu- 
morous side  of  an  unpleasant  experience. 

For  some  64  years  she  made  her  home  on  the  Deffen- 
baugh  place  where  she  came  as  a  young  bride  following 
the  Civil  War.  Leaving  the  place  where  her  active  life 
has  been  spent  is  never  easy,  the  old  church  site,  the 
place  where  the  children  were  born;  where  death  had 
come,  where  walls  were  covered  with  memory's  unseen 
pictures,  but  never-the-less  there  just  the  same;  all  these 
things  try  the  faith  of  an  individual.  Her  faith  and  her 
love  for  her  Master;  the  Church  with  its  associates  and 
associations,  were  greater  than  the  reverses  which  came 
to  her  in  her  old  age.  Rich  in  goods  not  made  by  hands, 
and  supported  by  unseen  hands  she  faced  the  future  with- 
out fear,  sustained  by  an  unfaltering  trust. 

After  she  had  moved  to  Ashland  with  her  daughter  she 
was  seriously  ill  several  times  before  her  passing.  One 
time  she  told  the  writer  of  an  experience.  She  said,  "I 
wondered  if  this  was  death,  but  it  was  not." 

Aunt  Mary  passed  from  the  land  of  the  ephemeral  to 
the  Eternal  in  the  city  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  at  her  daugh- 
ter's home  February  1,  1934,  at  the  age  of  88  years,  3 
months  and  2  days.  Her  Pastor,  Rev.  Dyoll  Belote,  then 
Pastor  of  the  Ashland  Park  St.  Brethren  Church  con- 
ducted her  last  rites  in  the  Lutheran  Church  east  of 
Glenford,  Ohio,  after  which  she  was  buried  in  the  nearby 
Cemetery  by  the  side  of  her  husband.  Rev.  Belote  in  his 
obituary  wrote  in  part: 

"For  64  years  Sister  Deffenbaugh  made  her  home  on 
the  Deffenbaugh  homestead  not  far  from  here.  For  4% 
years  she  has  made  her  home  with  her  children  in  Ash- 
land, Ohio.  Upon  the  removal  to  Ashland  she  placed  her 
letter  with  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  that  place,  and 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  of  being  pastor,  and  has  con- 
tinued her  faithfulness  to  her  belief  and  practices  which 
has  made  her  loved  and  respected  among  all  who  have 
ever  been  privileged  to  meet  and  call  her  friend.  A  great 
many  ministers  of  the  Brethren  church  of  my  age  have 
preached  at  some  time  in  the  Glenford  charge,  and  among 
them  all  she  was  held  in  universal  esteem  for  her  wise 
counsel  and  motherly  interest  in  the  welfare  of  all  those 
who  were  called  to  the  church  to  serve  as  its  shepherd. 

"Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller  said  to  your  speaker  on  Thursday 
evening  as  we  stood  on  the  steps  of  his  home,  'I  want 
you  to  bear  testimony  for  me  to  the  influence  she  had  in 
my  life  when  as  a  young  man,  just  starting  in  the  min- 
istry, she  took  me  into  her  home  and  for  four  years  was 
a  friendly  and  wise  counsellor  and  a  mother  to  a  young 
man  who  had  never  known  the  sympathy  and  love  of  an 
own  mother.  She  was  a  good  woman'  And  I'm  sure  that 
if  the  dozen  men  whom  I  could  name  who  have  served  as 


— "—"  Pastor  of  the  Glenford  Church  were  present  today  their 
testimony  would  be  as  full  and  sincere  as  Dr.  Miller's." 
In  this  cemetery  sleeps  her  father,  John  and  various  mem- 
bers of  the  Mack  line. 

■"■""^  Aunt  Mary  made  no  claims  to  perfection.  There  were 

times  when  she  was  not  understood  and  when  her  efforts 
were  misinterpreted  and  not  understood  likewise.  Yet  the 
home  in  its  heyday  was  always  open.  The  writer  doubts 
if  there  was  ever  a  Sunday  service  at  the  Beracha 
Church  when  there  were  not  numerous  visitors  in  the 
Deffenbaugh  home  for  dinner.  It  may  as  well  be  said 
here  even  if  they  had  a  dozen,  and  that  number  was  not 
unusual,  no  one  missed  attendance  at  the  church  service. 
The  large  picturesque  dining  room;  its  Stage  Coach  Picture 
hanging  on  the  wall;  the  large  suspended  oil  lamp  above  the 
dining  room  table  with  its  glistening  glass  pendant 
chrystals  made  a  homey  scene.  "Aunt"  Sarah  Ann's 
bread,  which  she  baked  every  Friday  was  second  to  none. 
The  cakes,  pies  and  cookies  were  of  the  best.  Sarah  Ann 
Mack  was  the  baker  of  the  home.  They  baked  a  large 
cookie  which  they  coated  with  sugar.  There  was  always 
a  supply  on  hand  for  hungry  boys  who  happened  to  show 
up  at  the  kitchen  door. 


It  was  Aunt  Mary  who  inspired  her  son  Charles  to  go 
to  Ashland  to  College  when  education  in  those  days  was 
hard  to  come  by.  She  also  persuaded  his  first  cousin,  Lu- 
cinda  Mack,  and  her  niece  who  lived  close  by  to  also  at- 
tend Ashland  with  him.  She  later  returned  to  her  home  to 
teach  a  term  of  school  at  old  Jockey  Hollow  after  which 
she  married  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Armstrong 
Ankrum.  They  became  the  father  and  mother  of  the 
Author.  It  was  Aunt  Mary  who  in  the  course  of  time  by 
her  inspiration  and  influence  was  instrumental  in  pre- 
vailing upon  the  Author  to  enroll  in  Ashland  College. 
After  being  under  her  influence  there  were  no  other  Col- 
leges even  considered. 

Others  tread  the  floors  of  the  old  home  which  still 
stands  some  distance  from  the  highway.  Others  till  its 
fields  but  know  not  the  history  made  within  its  walls  and 
over  its  rolling  acres,  yet  there  are  scores  today  who 
would  find  themselves  much  poorer  in  memory  as  well  as 
numerous  other  ways,  had  they  not  come  in  contact  with 
the  occupants  of  the  home  of  Uncle  Sam  and  Aunt  Mary 
Deffenbaugh  in  the  rolling  hills  of  Perry  County,  Ohio. 

St.  James,  Maryland. 
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Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFEIRING 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  Brethren  Publishing  Com- 
pany, and  address  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company,  524 
College   Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio. 
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PASTORAL  AND  EVANGELISTIC  SKETCHES 

It  is  under  the  above  caption  that  we  have  been  writ- 
ing for  the  "Evangelist"  for  many  years.  At  this  time 
we  again  take  the  opportunity  of  reporting  our  recent 
trip  to  our  Kentucky  churches.  Mrs.  Grisso  and  myself 
left  North  Manchester  on  October  18th  enroute  to  our 
Training  School  and  Church  at  Lost  Creek  where  we  were 
scheduled  for  two  weeks  in  speaking  for  the  School  and 
in  evangelistic  effort  for  the  church.  This  preaching  mis- 
sion also  included  several  days  at  the  Rowdy  church  fif- 
teen miles  distant  from  Lost  Creek. 

This  was  the  writer's  sixth  visit  to  our  work  here  in 
the  mountains  of  Kentucky,  part  of  which  has  been  in 
revival  effort  and  the  other  part  in  the  interests  of  the 
Missionary  Board.  The  folks  here  have  always  been  an 
exceptionally  busy  group  and  doubly  interesting  to  work 
with.  At  present  all  the  workers  are  carrying  a  heavy 
load,  in  fact  too  heavy  for  their  own  good  and  perhaps 
too,  for  the  good  of  the  work  in  general.  What  I  mean 
to  say  is,  there  is  so  much  to  be  done,  and  too  few  work- 
ers to  do  it.  It  seems  that  if  there  could  be  found  some 
real-for-sure  dedicated  and  consecrated  young  people  who 
want  to  give  themselves  to  a  real-for-sure  piece  of  home 
mission  work,  here  is  a  golden  opportunity. 

In  all,  in  this  present  visit  the  writer  spoke  twenty- 
five  times  at  Lost  Creek  in  the  Chapel  services,  in  the 
Church  services,  at  Fugates  Fork  and  at  Rowdy.  There 
could  much  be  said  about  these  various  services  but  I 
will  leave  that  part  to  another.  Only  let  me  say  it  was 
a  great  privilege  to  again  labor  with  my  friend  and 
brother  George  E.  Drushal,  and  his  family.  An  evange- 
list always  receives  a  great  uplift  himself  by  spending 
some  time  with  these  consecrated  workers.  The  interest 
throughout  was  very  good.  The  students  and  faculty  were 
found  in  the  services  each  night.  Our  Brother  Kindick, 
a  member  of  the  faculty  did  an  excellent  job  in  directing 
the  singing  during  the  meeting,  and  with  Ada  at  the 
piano,  that  part  of  the  meetings  was  cared  for  in  a  very 
wonderful  way.  We  deeply  appreciate  their  contribution 
to  the  meetings.  In  this  connection  let  it  be  said  too  that 
the  presence  of  brother  and  sister  Dorman  Ronk  on  the 
campus  for  the  winter  is  proving  an  asset  to  the  work 
in  many  ways.  We  used  them  too  in  the  meeting.  Brother 
Ronk's  work  primarily  is  to  look  after  the  construction 
of  two  buildings,  but  they  seem  to  come  in  handy  at 
many  other  jobs. 

We  were  gloriously  surprised  to  have  Brother  Herbert 
Gilmer  from  our  County  Line,  Indiana,  church  with  us 
one  night  who  had  brought  a  truck  load  of,  shall  I  say 
most  everything,  for  Lost  Creek  and  Krypton. 


If  space  permitted  I  would  enjoy  writing  at  length  con- 
cerning "The  Drushals  and  Fifty  years  at  Lost  Creek." 
Only  Eternity  will  reveal  the  magnitude  of  what  has  been 
accomplished  in  Breathitt  County  in  the  past  fifty  years 
through  their  ministry.  As  to  the  days  ahead,  to  the 
writer  it  would  appear  very  promising.  Indeed  the  out- 
look is  good.  Everything  connected  with  the  work  seems 
to  be,  perhaps  the  best  ever.  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 
WILL  MAKE  NO  MISTAKE  IN  CONTINUING  TO 
GIVE  IT  A  LARGE  PLACE  IN  OUR  HOME  MISSION 
OFFERING.  There  remains  yet  a  great  harvest  to  be 
gathered. 

While  on  the  field  we  made  our  home  in  the  "Guest 
Room"  in  the  Wheeler  Building  and  took  our  meals  at 
the  Dormitory  with  students  and  Teachers.  It  was  a 
great  time  of  fellowship  and  blessing  together. 

Thanks,  Brethren  for  everything.  The  Lord  will  repay 
you  for  it  all  in  His  own  time  and  way.  Mrs.  Grisso  joins 
me  in  saying,  Thank  you! 

C.  C.  Grisso. 

H       H       H 

ROANOKE,   INDIANA 

For  the  past  year  we  have  been  worshiping  with  and 
ministering  to  the  Brethren  at  Roanoke  on  each  Lord's 
Day.  Our  arrangement  with  the  Brethren  was  to  the 
effect  that  at  such  time  they  could  secure  a  full  time 
pastor  to  locate  on  the  field,  our  sei'vice  would  terminate 
with  them.  Such  arrangements  being  perfected  we  closed 
our  labors  with  them  in  early  October.  As  membership 
goes,  Roanoke  is  not  a  large  church,  it  is  small,  but  only 
in  membership.  They  have  a  loyal  group,  faithful  to  the 
local  work  and  to  the  general  interests  of  the  church. 
They  have  a  fine  group  of  young  folks,  and  children  es- 
pecially, coming  on,  and  we  would  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  through  proper  care  they  will  move  for- 
ward and  give  a  true  testimony  to  our  Lord  and  to  the 
Brethren  Church  in  Roanoke.  Brother  Paul  Tinkle  is  in 
charge  at  present  and  comfortably  located  in  their  midst. 
May  heaven's  choicest  blessings  attend  their  labors  to- 
gether as  pastor  and  people. 

As  for  ourselves  we  are  happy  in  "working  among  the 
Churches"  as  supply  pastor,  and  evangelist,  and  as  op- 
portunity may  come  ■  to  us  from  time  to  time  we  shall  be 
glad  to  serve  the  churches  in  this  capacity.  We  are  living 
in  our  new  home  in  North  Manchester,  and  to  our  friends, 
remember,  our  address  is  North  Manchester,  Ind.  R.  No.  2. 

Remaining,  Yours  Faithfully,  In  the  Blessed  Hope. 

C.  C.  Grisso. 


WATERLOO,  IOWA 

The  two  weeks  which  Rev.  Virgil  Meyer  spent  with  us 
here  in  the  Waterloo  Church  were  a  mountain  top  of 
spiritual  uplift.  His  messages  were  directed,  largely,  to 
the  congregation  and  many  have  been  the  expressions  of 
joy  and  blessing  by  the  members.  It  had  been  only  six 
years  since  Brother  Meyer  was  Pastor  here  and  everyone 
enjoyed  the  fellowship  with  him.  Waterloo  always  loves 
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its  Pastors,  not  only  when  they  are  here  but  after  they 
move  on  to  other  fields. 

The  addition  to  the  church  as  a  result  is  one  by  bap^ 
bism  and  one  other  came  forward  but  has  not  decided 
as  yet  to  join  this  congregation.  Brother  Gentle  had 
gleaned  this  field  rather  closely  as  far  as  the  immediate 
prospects  were  concerned. 

This  church  faces  a  condition  which  has  been  experi- 
enced in  so  many  places.  When  this  building  was  erected 
about  forty  years  ago,  it  was  only  about  a  block  from 
the  fields  of  the  country.  Now,  the  city  has  grown  beyond 
it  some  two  miles  leaving  us  almost  down  town.  Com- 
mercial interests  are  coming  this  way,  in  fact  within  one 
block.  Then,  since  the  Catholic  church  has  built  a  large 
school  close,  a  great  many  of  the  homes  around  the 
church  have  been  purchased  by  Catholic  families  and  our 
immediate  field  is  thereby  limited.  This  fact  hurts  our 
Sunday  School  because  we  cannot  draw  much  from  the 
neighborhood.  The  thing  to  do,  it  seems,  is  to  begin  an 
expansion  program  by  going  out  into  some  unchurched 
community  and  starting  a  new  work  by  setting  up  a  Sun- 
day School  with  the  view  to  making  it  a  nucleus  of  a  sec- 
ond church  in  Waterloo. 

We  have  begun  a  Bible  class  in  the  midweek  services 
which  promises  to  be  a  great  blessing  to  the  church. 
There  were  forty-seven  present  last  night,  the  second 
session.  May  God  lead  us,  pastor  and  people,  in  our  work 
together. 

Albert  T.  Ronk. 

H       H       H 

LOUISVILLE,   OHIO 

The  last  of  September  we  began  our  fourth  year  as 
Pastor  of  the  Louisville  Brethren  Church.  The  three  years 
have  been  happy  years  with  some  progress  noted  each 
year. 

Finances  have  been  good  for  a  small  Church,  both  for 
local  work  and  for  denominational  needs.  With  a  member- 
ship of  only  300  we  rank  with  the  ten  highest  givers, 
at  least  in  some  of  the  offerings. 

I  We  have  made  many  improvements,  the  largest  being 
the  revamping  and  changing  of  our  Children's  depart- 
ment. Three  adult  classes  met  on  the  third  floor  of  the 
Sunday  School  annex  when  I  came  here,  but  now  the  en- 
itire  3  floors  have  been  given  over  to  the  Children's  de- 
partment. The  adults  were  glad  to  all  go  into  the  main 
auditorium  in  order  to  give  our  children  the  best  training 
possible. 

I  $2000.00  alone  was  spent  in  making  the  Nursery  and 
'Beginner's  department  one  of  the  best  in  the  denomina- 
tion. They  occupy  the  main  floor  of  the  S.  S.  annex.  In- 
iStead  of  the  smaller  children  playing  in  the  sand  box 
Ithey  now  enjoy  a  regular  program.  The  Beginners  meet 
on  the  top  floor  and  the  Juniors  and  Intermediates  in  the 
ibasement  floor.  We  need  more  room  so  that  these  two 
departments  might  be  separated. 

I  The  entire  building  has  been  repainted  at  a  cost  close 
!to  $1000.00.  $500.00  was  spent  in  enlarging  and  graveling 
the  parking  lot.  This  keeps  the  cars  from  the  main  high- 
way.   Other   smaller   items,   too,   have   been   added.   This 


improvement  has  been  cared  for  by  quarterly  cash  days 
and  the  entire  amount  is  almost  met. 

The  attendance  since  1947  has  seen  a  gradual  increase 
in  the  S.  S.  and  morning  woi'ship  services.  The  S.  S.  at- 
tendance for  these  years  is  as  follows  112-113-117-121-129- 
134-137-142,  and  we  believe  this  year  we  will  hit  an  aver- 
age of  155.  If  we  do,  and  we  have  just  3  Sundays  yet  to 
go,  we  will  have  made  the  highest  gain  through  these 
years.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  our  goal  was  an  aver- 
age of  155  for  1955  at  both  the  S.  S.  and  the  Church 
morning  services.  We  will  not  quite  make  it  in  the  Church 
services.  This  gain  has  been  made  in  spite  of  a  loss  in  the 
first  quarter  when  we  had  some  very  stormy  Sundays.  The 
large  increase  over  a  year  ago  began  in  the  summer 
months,  when  we  started  to  send  out  our  Mid-Week  Bul- 
letins. We  have  fallen  below  a  year  ago  only  a  few  times 
since.  Some  Sundays  the  increase  has  been  rather  large. 

The  increase  in  membership  has  not  been  large  but  it 
has  been  an  increase  from  269  to  the  present  membership 
of  302.  Along  with  the  increase  in  attendance,  membership 
and  financial  gifts  we  have  seen  some  steps  forward  in  the 
spiritual  program. 

Our  fall  revival  proved  to  be  a  real  blessing  to  the  Church 
herself,  although  only  two  were  received  into  membership 
by  baptism.  Many  new  contacts  were  made  and  we  believe 
there  will  be  constant  additions  in  the  future.  We  now 
have  a  prospective  list  of  65  homes  in  addition  to  folks 
within  the  membership  family.  These  have  been  secured 
within  the  year  and  so  will  have  to  be  cultivated  some 
before  we  can  expect  a  large  addition. 

We  certainly  did  enjoy  the  presence,  sermons  and  visits 
with  Brother  and  Sister  J.  F.  Burton  of  Mulvane,  Kansas. 
Brother  Burton  is  a  good  Gospel  preacher.  He  and  Mrs. 
Burton  were  a  great  help  in  the  visitations  made  in  the 
various  homes.  The  people  here  appreciated  their  services 
a  great  deal.  The  mid-week  attendance  was  not  too  large 
but  the  attendance  over  the  Sundays  was  higher  than  in 
former  years.  Only  the  future  will  reveal  something  of 
the  good  that  was  accomplished  during  these  two  weeks. 

Our  Sunday  Evening  and  prayer  meeting  attendance  is 
not  what  it  ought  to  be.  We  hope  to  make  some  gains 
here  during  the  year  1956.  Pray  for  the  Louisville  Breth- 
ren and  Pastor  as  we  plan  an  expansion  progi'am  for 
more  room. 

L.  V.  King. 


ARDMORE,  SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA 

The  Lord's  work  is  being  carried  on  in  the  Ardmore 
Brethren  Church.  Sunday  is  always  a  busy  day  with  Sun- 
day school,  morning  worship.  Junior  Church,  Youth  Cru- 
saders, children's  singspiration  and  the  evening  worship 
service.  Each  Wednesday  evening  is  choir  rehearsal  fol- 
lowed by  prayer  Meeting  and  Bible  study. 

Our  revival  meetings  were  held  Nov.  1st  to  11th  with 
Rev.  Woodrow  Brant  the  evangelist.  His  messages  were 
from  the  book  of  Revelation  and  by  the  quality  of  his 
sermons  it  was  evident  that  he  spent  much  time  alone 
with  God  in  preparing  them.  Rev.  Brant  has  a  great 
passion  for  lost  souls,  and  it  was  so  vividly  shown  in  his 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


PAGE  TWELVE 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST! 


raijer  Ylfleeting 


btudi 


les 


IBy  k  T  §ilmev 


ALONE  WITH  GOD 

There  are  times  when  I  like  to  be  alone — 

Alone  with  my  thoughts  and  God — 
Where  never  a  list'ning  ear  can  hear, 

And  never  a  foot  has  trod. 

"  Alone  and  awake  to  the  joys  that  are  mine, 
Alive  to  the  touch  of  God's  hand. 
All   care   is   forgotten  and  moments   are  sweet 
In  my  peaceful  hide-away-land. 

Each   being   should   strive    to   find    time    alone — 

Alone  vidth  his  thoughts  and  God — 
Whei-e  never  a  list'ning  ear  can  hear, 

And  never  a  foot  has  trod. 

— Marie  Lay  ton  Carlson. 

CHRISTIAN  WORKERS  realize  that  outward  organ- 
ization makes  corresponding  inward  prayerfulness 
necessary.  To  provide  for  this  God  has  commanded  the 
closet  prayer  (Matt.  6:6),  that  we  may  "draw  nigh"  to 
Him  (Jas.  4:8).  The  place  can  be  anywhere  that  we  can 
draw  near  to  God  (1  Tim.  2:5),  and  no  priest  is  needed 
but  Jesus  (1  Tim.  2:8).  Places  that  have  become  "closets" 
were  Abraham's  altar  (Gen.  12:8),  Isaac's  field  (Gen.  24: 
63),  a  river  crossing  (Gen.  32:24-26),  a  mountain  (Ex. 
3:1-4;  Luke  6:6),  a  housetop   (Acts  10:9). 

"God  keep  some  silent  places  for  us  still 
Apart   from   those  where  man  forever  goes: 
Some  altars  lit  by  sunset  on  a  hill. 
Or  alcoves  in  the  canyon  wall  where  grows 
The    crystal    drop   of   moisture    on   the    fern, 
Where    ancient    firs    bend    tenderly    above; 
For  souls  of  men  must  sometimes  deeply  yearn 
For  silence  such  as  this  to  serve  Thy  love." 

Bible  characters  had  regular  times  as  well  as  places 
for  private  prayer  (Dan.  6:10;  Psa.  55:17).  Jesus  fol- 
lowed His  "custom"  for  devotional  life  (Lu.  4:16).  Paul 
was  given  to  "prayei-s  day  and  night"  (2  Tim.  1:3).  Pri- 
vate prayer  is  a  sure  promise  of  help  (Isa.  40:31).  Here 
we  grov/  in  grace.  If  we  pray  aloud  prayer  will  mean 
more  and  we  shall  be  enabled  to  pray  in  public. 

The  best  praying  is  done  in  secret  (Gen.  32:24).  There 
we  know  what  we  desire,  and  ask  for  it  (Gen.  32:11).  It 
is  there  that  we  may  prevail  (Gen.  32:24),  and  receive 
the  blessing  (Gen.  32:29).  We  obtain  by  faith,  and  con- 
quer by  surrender  (Heb.  11:6;  Psa.  66:18). 

In  pi'ivate  prayer  and  fellowship  with  God,  God  may 
open  our  eyes  (Isa.  42:7),  ears  (Isa.  50:5),  heart  (Acts 
16:14),  mouth  (Psa.  51:15),  the  Scriptures  (Lu.  24:32), 
Our  understanding  (Lu.  24:45),  and  then  open  doors  for 
service   (1  Cor.  16:9). 


"Dear  God,  another  day  is  done 
And  I  have  seen  the  golden  sun 
Swing  in  the  arch  from  east  to  west 
And  sink  behind  the  pines  to  rest. 
I  thank  Thee  that  Thou  gavest  me 
The  power  of  sight  that  I  may  see 
The  tinted  glories  of  Thy  skies, 
An  earthly  glimpse  of  paradise; 
The  power  to  hear  the  evening  breeze 
Swelling  in  organ  harmonies; 
The  power  to  feel  the  tender  grasp 
Of    loving    hands    in  friendship's    clasp; 
I  thank  Thee  for  these  gifts  to  me. 
But  one  thing  more  I  ask  of  Thee; 
From  out  Thy  bounteous,  gracious  hand 
Give  me  the  power  to  understand. 
To  understand — to  sympathize — 
To  note  the  pain  in  others'  eyes; 
To  have  the  power  rightly  to  read 
The  kindly  motive  of  each  deed. 
And  this  I  humbly  ask  of  Thee 
Because  I  know  Thou  lovest  me." 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 

William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  January  22,  1956 

PARABLES  ON  DISCIPLESHIP 

Lesson:  Luke  14:7-11,  16-24 

"Am  I  a  soldier  of  the  cross — 

A  foll'wer  of  the  Lamb? 
And  shall  I  fear  to  own  His  cause. 

Or  blush  to  speak  His  name? 

Must  I  be  carried  to  the  skies 

On  flow'ry  beds  of  ease. 
While  others  fought  to  win  the  prize. 

And  sailed  thro'  bloody  seas?" 

TSAAC  WATTS  must  have  been  thinking  of  discipleshipi 
when  he  wrote  this  hymn.  The  Christian  life  is  a  liffi 
of  discipline.  There  are  many  lessons  that  need  to  be! 
learned.  Jesus  was  constantly  setting  forth  for  His  dis- 
ciples, such  as  in  today's  lesson,  the  requirements  of  tru( 
discipleship. 

Discipleship  for  the  Master  demands  sincere  humility 

It  was  for  this  very  purpose  that  Jesus  spoke  forth  th( 
parable  in  Luke  14:8-11.  He  that  viewed  with  distaste  tht 
proud  attitude  of  those  who  had  gone  to  "the  house  o: 
one  of  the  chief  Pharisees  to  eat  bread  .  .  .  And  He  pu 
forth  a  parable  .  .  .  when  He  marked  how  they  chose  ou 
the  chief  rooms." 

Carnal  men  are  constantly  seeking  out  the  chief  place; 
for  themselves — the  places  of  prominence.  In  his  Firs 
Epistle,  John  called  this  selfish  love  for  attention  "tb 
pride  of  life,"  which  he  said  "is  not  of  the  Father,  bu 
is  of  the  world"  (I  John  2:16). 
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And  what  did  Christ  say  concerning  those  who  seek  to 
satisfy  the  selfish  desires  of  the  flesh?  "Whosoever  ex- 
alte th  himself  shall  be  abased;  and  he  that  humbleth  him- 
self shall  be  exalted"  (Luke  14:11). 

The  true  example  of  humility  was  set  by  our  Lord 
Himself.  He,  "who,  being  in  the  form  of  God,"  was  will- 
ing to  take  "upon  Him  the  form  of  a  servant  (lit.  slave), 
.  .  .  humbled  Himself,  and  became  obedient  unto  death, 
even  the  death  of  the  cross"  (Phil.  2:6-8). 

Discipleship  for  the  Master  also  demands  strict  obedi- 
ence to  His  call.  The  second  parable  that  is  stated  in  our 
lesson  reveals  the  flimsy  excuses  many  so-called  disciples 
make  when  the  Master  calls. 

"I  cannot  come,"  said  the  first  man,  for  "I  have  bought 
a  piece  of  ground,  and  I  must  needs  go  and  see  it."  Like- 
wise the  second  man  said:  "I  have  bought  five  yoke  of 
oxen,  and  I  go  to  prove  them."  What  kind  of  business 
man  would  invest  in  property  or  buy  cattle  sight  unseen? 
Yea,  these  were  not  reasons,  but  simply  excuses  to  escape 
the  responsibilities  of  discipleship! 

The  third  man  permitted  home-ties  to  keep  him  from 
service:  "I  have  married  a  wife,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
come."  Hearing  this  man's  excuse  Jesus  said:  "If  any  man 
come  to  Me,  and  hate  not  his  father,  and  mother,  and 
wife,  and  children,  and  brethren,  and  sisters  ...  he  can- 
not be  My  disciple"  (vs.  26). 

Does  this  sound  cruel  and  harsh  to  us  coming  from  the 
lips  of  the  Saviour?  Does  it  seem  as  though  Christ  de- 
mands too  much  of  His  disciples  ? 

Not  so!  Our  Lord  is  not  a  Hard  Taskmaster,  but  a 
Loving  Lord  who  longs  to  give  the  best  to  His  children. 
He  cannot  help  us,  however,  until  first  we  are  disciplined. 

Recently  one  of  God's  children  wrote  these  words  out 
of  her  experience  of  discipleship:  "I  can  truthfully  say 
that  God  is  teaching  me  the  reality  of  His  Word  in  all  my 
experiences.  I'm  almost  sorry  when  things  do  go  smooth- 
ly because  it's  in  the  daily  conflicts  that  I  have  learned 
to  cast  myself  solely  upon  Him." 

This  is  learning  the  true  meaning  of  discipleship! 


ICatJi  t0  Sp0t 


YOCUM.  The  Infant  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross 
Yocum  was  deceased  at  the  time  of  birth  on  Sunday  af- 
ternoon July  31st.  The  name  Sue  Ellen  had  been  chosen 
for  the  baby.  Graveside  services  held  Monday  afternoon 
August  1  in  the  presence  of  the  immediate  family.  The 
pastor  conducted  the  service.  The  infant  is  survived  by 
her  parents,  a  sister,  Mary  Lou,  her  maternal  grandpar- 
ents, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Sausaman,  and  her  paternal 
grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Yocum. 

Thomas  A.  Shannon. 
*     »     * 

MOODY.  John  D.  Moody,  our  good  friend  and  brother 
of  Masontown  Brethren  Church,  Sunday  School  and  Lay- 
men's group,  died  October  6,  1955,  aged  71  years  and  11 
months.  Was  born  in  Morrell,  Pa.,  October  18,  1883. 
Leaves  wife  and  several  children,  grandchildren  and 
great  grandchildren. 

Charles  Moredock. 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 


HOPE 

"Thou  therefore  endure  hardness,  as  a  good  soldier  of 
Jesus  Christ."  II  Tim.  2:3. 

ANNIE    JOHNSON    FLINT,    the    beloved     Christian 
poetess,   has   these   beautiful  lines,   which  put  most 
beautifully  the  thought  of  the  text: 

"God  has  not  promised  skies  always  blue, 
Flower   strewn   pathways   all   our   lives   through. 
God  has  not  promised  sun  without  rain, 
Joy  without  sorrow,  peace  without  pain. 

"But  God  has  promised  strength  for  the  day, 
Rest  for  the  labor,  light  for  the  way; 
Grace  for  the  trial,  help  from  above, 
Unfailing  patience,  undying  love." 

"I  don't  know  how  you  stand  it,"  one  girl  said  to  an- 
other who  had  experienced  successive  heartbreaking  losses 
and  partings.  And  the  latter  made  sullen  reply,  "Stand 
it?  Why,  what  else  is  there  to  do?"  Hardships  are  part 
of  the  universal  heritage.  As  the  poetess  has  phrased  it 
above:  God  never  promised  that  life  should  always  be 
pleasant  and  joyous,  that  we  should  always  have  an  easy 
time. 

Few,  if  any,  of  us  escape  some  hardships,  yet  some- 
thing of  the  value  we  shall  receive  from  these  hardships 
depends  upon  the  way  we  meet  them.  And  we  all  know 
that  there  is  a  great  variety  in  the  way  people  respond 
to  their  trials;  some  whine  and  grumble  at  their  lot. 
Others,  like  the  girl  mentioned  above,  show  cour- 
age enough,  but  it  is  bitter  and  resentful.  Others 
sense  the  hand  of  God  in  their  life,  and  courage- 
ously accept  their  hardships,  knowing  that  God  will  not 
permit  trials  and  temptations  to  come  to  us  above  that 
we  are  able  to  bear,  but  with  them  will  also  give  the 
grace  to  endure  and  overcome.  And  so  the  Christian  rests 
in  hope,  and  in  all  his  experiences  remembers  he  is  God's 
child  and  the  object  of  His  keeping  grace. 


<Qfc 
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NEEDHAM-SCHULTZ.  On  Wednesday  evening  Sep- 
tember 1st  Miss  Joyce  Needham,  a  member  of  the  Roann 
Brethren  Church,  and  Mr.  Harry  Schultz  of  Indianapolis 
were  united  in  marriage  in  a  private  ceremony  at  the 
bride's   church.   The   ceremony  was   by  the   pastor. 

MOWRER-SMITHEE.  Saturday  afternoon  October  1st 
Miss  Gladys  Mowrer  of  Wabash,  Indiana,  and  Mr.  James 
Smithee  of  Roann,  Indiana  were  married  at  the  Roann 
Brethren  Church.  Mr.  Smithee  is  a  member  of  the  church. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  pastor. 

Thomas  A.   Shannon. 
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messages,  by  his  reluctancy  in  ending  the  altar  call  and 
his  faithfulness  each  evening  in  the  prayer  room  before 
the  service. 

Only  God  knows  the  complete  results  of  this  meeting. 
The  visible  results  were  three  young  children  accepting 
Christ  as  their  Saviour  (a  little  child  shall  lead  them) 
and  three  adults  uniting  with  the  church  by  baptism. 
Since  then,  including  these,  Rev.  Tinkel  has  baptized 
nine  persons,  and  seven  have  been  received  into  the 
church. 

On  Nov.  13th  the  fall  communion  was  observed  with 
around  sixty  five  attending.  Nov.  20th  the  W.  M.  S.  held 
their  public   service   in   the   evening. 

We  are  glad  to  announce  that  a  new  addition  is  being 
built  onto  the  north  side  of  the  church.  There  will  be 
three  new  class  rooms  in  the  basement,  a  nursery  and 
new  rest  rooms  upstairs. 

Sunday,  Dec.  4th,  Rolf  Stolpner  was  the  guest  speaker 
in  the  morning  service.  Saturday  evening,  December  3rd, 
Rolf  was  the  speaker  at  our  St.  Joseph  County  Youth 
for  Christ  Rally  which  was  faithfully  attended  by  a  large 
number  of  our  young  people  along  with  some  of  the  older 
folk. 

Preparation  is  now  being  made  for  the  annual  Christ- 
mas program  which  will  be  given  the  evening  of  Decem- 
ber 17th. 

The  year  1955  is  drawing  to  a  close.  God  is  faithful 
and  may  we  all  strive  to  be  more  faithful  to  Him  as  we 
begin  a   new  year. 

Mrs.  Marshall  Harman,  Cor.  Secy. 


II  .     H 


FROM  WATERLOO,   IOWA  TO   GOSHEN,   INDIANA 

It  was  a  hard  decision  to  make;  only  ministers  can  un- 
derstand what  it  means  to  be  faced  with  the  task  of  de- 
ciding whether  to  remain  in  a  pastorate,  or  to  move  to 
another.  We  were  faced  with  this  problem  this  past  sum- 
mer. After  MUCH  prayer;  after  spending  many  sleep- 
less nights  discussing  the  problem;  after  carefully  weigh- 
ing each  point  of  advantage  and  disadvantage;  after  pay- 
ing a  visit  to  Goshen;  we  felt  that  it  was  the  leading  of 
the  Lord  for  us  to  resign  the  Waterloo  pastorate  and 
accept  the  Goshen  pastorate.  We  have  learned  to  put  our 
complete  trust  in  the  hands  of  God.  Having  done  this,  it 
semed  that  the  pieces  of  the  puzzle  fell  in  their  proper 
places. 

We  closed  our  pastorate  in  Wateroo,  after  almost  six 
years  of  service,  with  the  very  best  of  relationships.  We 
shall  never  forget  our  stay  in  that  city,  and  in  that 
Church.  We  had  the  very  best  of  cooperation  from  the 
congregation,  which  we  truly  appreciated.  Since  this  pas- 
torate was  our  first  full-time  pastorate,  the  people  in 
the  Waterloo  Church  were  very  considerate  and  very  kind, 
for    there    were   many   errors  made    on   the   part   of   the 


Pastor.  Those  people  are  very  patient  and  very  under- 
standing. Credit  must  be  given  to  that  congregation  for 
any  improvement  that  was  made  in  our  ministry. 

During  our  stay  there,  the  people  made  many  advance- 
ments in  their  Church  and  in  their  lives.  Four  of  their 
young  people  are  in  Ashland  College,  two  of  which  are 
definitely  training  for  the  ministry,  another  who  hasn't 
decided  completely,  but  is  leaning  toward  that  direction, 
and  the  other  is  in  training  for  teaching.  Truly,  a  wonder- 
ful group  of  young  people.  There  are  many,  many  won- 
derful things  that  could  be  said  about  the  Waterloo  peo- 
ple; space  does  not  allow  that,  therefore  let  me  say  that 
we  love  those  people  as  our  very  own! 

You  can  readily  see  why  it  was  so  hard  for  us  to  make 
such  a  decision  when  the  Goshen  Church  extended  a  call 
to  us. 

On  Monday,  October  24th,  the  movers  came  early  to 
move  us  here.  After  lunch  with  the  Max  Lichtys,  we  left 
for  Goshen,  by  way  of  Kansas.  We  arrived  here  on  Fri- 
day, October  28th,  after  spending  a  few  days  with  our 
folks  in  Fort  Scott. 

The  people  here  had  our  furniture  in  place,  and  had  re- 
decorated the  parsonage  from  top  to  bottom.  Within  a 
very  few  days,  we  were  in  the  "swing"  of  things,  and 
have  been  very  busy  ever  since.  And — we  are  learning 
that  the  people  here  are  wonderful  and  are  making  us 
feel  right  at  home.  There  is  enthusiasm  and  a  willingness 
to  work  being  manifested  on  all  sides.  The  attendance  in 
every  service  is  very  good.  We  are  especially  thrilled 
with  the  work  of  the  youth  groups.  The  Intermediate 
Youth  Group,  under  the  direction  of  Lynn  Stump  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Miller,  has  been  going  ahead  in  every  re- 
spect. Since  coming  here,  a  Senior  Youth  Group  has  been 
started  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillip  War- 
ner. Soon  after  the  first  of  the  year,  a  Junior  Youth 
Group  will  bei  started  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Fry. 

Dr.  Joseph  Shultz,  Field  Representative  of  the  Nation- 
al Sunday  School  Association,  spent  some  time  with  us 
in  November,  and  the  Sunday  School  here  is  making  some 
definite  plans  for  a  better  Sunday  School.  We  truly  appre- 
ciate the  work  which  Rev.  Shultz  is  doing. 

It  is  my  true  conviction  that  Brethren  people,  no  mat 
ter  where  they  are,  are  the  same,  and  are  the  best  peo- 
ple in  the  world!  This  has  been  manifested  to  us  in  our 
pastorates  at  North  Georgetown,  Ohio  and  in  Waterloo 
Iowa,  and  is  being  manifested  here  in  Goshen,  Indiana 
Pray  for  us,  that  the  Lord  will  be  able  to  use  us  in  His 
great  plan  of  spreading  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

Spencer   Gentle. 

H       II       II 

MANTECA,   CALIFORNIA 

The  church  here  seems  to  be  off  to  a  good  start  iti 
operating  under  the  new  constitution,  patterned  from  the 
suggested  constitution  contained  in  "The  Brethren  Pas- 
tor's Complete  Handbook."  On  October  19  Brother  Rogei 
Stewart  was  called  to  the  office  of  deacon,  and  Sisters 
Hazel  Crom,  Hattie  Gall,  and  Ethel  Aksland  to  the  office 
of  deaconess.  These  were  ordained  on  Sunday,  Octobei 
23,  by  Elders  C.  Y.  Gilmer  and  Cecil  Johnson. 
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A  good  word  is  due  in  behalf  of  all  the  officers  and 
committees  of  our  church,  the  Sunday  school  officiary 
and  teaching  staff,  the  morning  worship  choir,  the  young 
people's  Sunday  evening  choir,  the  Christian  Endeavor  So- 
cieties, and  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  The  W.  M. 
S.  held  its  public  service,  December  11,  presenting  the 
play,  "Songs  In  the  Night,"  written  by  Mrs.  Leslie  Lin- 
dower.  The  same  play  was  given  at  the  recent  District 
W.  M.  S.  Rally  held  at  the  Lathrop  Church.  Our  Sunday 
School  superintendent.  Brother  Sidney  Gall,  has  been  hold- 
ing successful  monthly  teachers'  7:00  o'clock  breakfast 
meetings  with  lecturers  on  Sunday  school  work  as  guest 
speakers.  The  Sunday  school  annex  has  been  paid  for,  and 
a  new  film  strip  projector  and  screen  have  been  ordered 
through  the  National  Sunday  School  Assaociation.  Man- 
teca  is  now  on  the  100  percent  subscription  list  for  THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST. 

C.  Y.  Gilmer. 
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"Man  works  from  sun  to  sun,  but  a  woman's  work  is 
never  done." 

NOT  LONG  SINCE,  I  arose  to  face  a  day  of  many  per- 
plexing problems.  I  set  the  coffee-maker,  put  the  eggs 
in  the  water  for  soft  boil,  set  the  table,  poured  the  or- 
ange juice;  everything  in  readiness  for  my  family's  morn- 
ing meal. 

How  many  times  have  I  done  this?  After  living  thirty- 
eight  years  in  the  same  house,  I  must  have  gotten  some- 
where near  to  thirteen  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty breakfasts.  My  thoughts  began  to  tumble  and  become 
turbulent,  as  I  lash  out  at  the  sameness,  the  monotony. 

Then  I  stop  to  reflect  upon  the  countless  number  of 
times,  I've  awakened  before  the  rest  of  the  household 
stirs.  I  had  sweet  communion  with  my  Father.  His  words 
ring  in  my  ears.  He  puts  a  song  in  my  heart,  my  step 
becomes  light. 

As  I  polish  each  copper  bottom  pan  and  return  them 
in  orderly  fashion  to  their  rack  upon  the  wall,  they  look 
new,  shining  and  beautiful.  I  thank  my  Father  for  the  new 
day  with  its  boundless  opportunities  for  doing  His  will, 
just  this  one  day. 

"I  have  an  anchor  which  keeps  the  soul,  stedfast  and 
sure  while  the  billows  roll.  Fastened  to  the  rock  which  can- 
not move,  grounded  firm  and  deep  in  the  Saviour's  love." 

"My  soul,  wait  thou  only  upon  God;  for  my  expecta- 
tion is  from  Him.  He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  salvation: 
He  is  my  defense;  I  shall  not  be  moved.  In  God  is  my  sal- 
vation and  my  glory;  the  rock  of  my  strength,  and  my 
refuge  is  in  God.  Trust  in  Him  at  all  times;  ye  people, 
pour  out  your  heart  before  Him;  God  is  a  refuge  for  us." 
Psalm  62:5-8. 

Mrs.   Ralph   Smoker, 

New  Paris,  Indiana. 
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NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Henry 
Bates  says  in  his  bulletin:  "As  a  result  of  last  week's  con- 
gregational meeting  and  balloting,  the  Board  of  Trustees 
were  given  an  almost  unanimous  vote  to  go  ahead  with 
plans  to  have  sketches  drawn  up  for  the  proposed  new 
educational  annex  to  the  Church." 

Brother  Bates  spoke  at  the  opening  week  of  prayer 
service  on  January  1st.  The  Monday  evening  service  was 
held  in  the  Brethren  Church. 

A  24"  bronze  altar  table  cross  was  presented  to  the 
Church  recently  by  the  Young  Married  People's  Class  in 
memory  of  their  late  teacher,  Arthur  A.  Arthur. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Special  speakers  recently  were 
two  of  Waterloo's  ministerial  students  at  Ashland;  De- 
cember 25th,  Marlin  McCann;  January  1st,  Charles  Huff. 

FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA.  Guest  speaker  on  Decem- 
ber 25th  was  Rev.  V.  J.  Boehringer. 


WITH  THE  LAYMEN 


NORTHERN  INDIANA  DISTRICT  LAYMEN 

The  Laymen  of  the  Northern  District  held  their  regu- 
lar quarterly  meeting  in  the  Elkhart  Brethren  Church 
Dec.  5,  1955.  A  fine  fellowship  supper  was  prepared  and 
served  by  the  ladies  of  the  church  after  which  all  retired 
to  the  sanctuary  for  the  program  and  business  meeting. 

A  welcome  was  extended  to  the  men  by  Brother  Louis 
Berger  who  led  in  singing  two  songs  of  a  Christmas 
theme.  Brother  Berger  also  led  in  devotions. 

Brother  Whybrew  introduced  the  speaker  of  the  eve- 
ning Mr.  George  Cooper  wha  used  as  a  subject  "What  a 
Layman   expects   of  his   Minister." 

There  were  158  men  present  for  the  business  meeting, 
an  offering  of  $122.00  was  received  to  be  applied  on  the 
Shipshewana  fund.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  the 
Goshen  Church  on  March  5,  1956.  The  following  are  the 
new  officers  elected:  President — John  Porte,  South  Bend; 
Vice-President — Glenn  Cripe,  Warsaw;  Sec.-Treas. — Rich- 
ard Bert,  Nappanee. 

Everett  L.  Norris. 
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ALEXANDER  MACK  the  Tunker  and  Descendants 
by  Freeman  Ankrum 

ALEXANDER  MACK    THE  TUNKER  AND  DESCENDANTS  is  a  histor- 
ical genealogy  of  a  man  and  a  people  who  have  done  more  to  shape  the 
moral  and  spiritual  life  of  America  than  perhaps  any  other  people. 

It  lists  over  3,000  descendants,  covering  a  period  from  1679  to  1943,  two 
hundred  and  sixty-four  years. 

It  is  also  a  history  of  the  churches  that  look  to  Alexander  Mack  as 
founder. 

It  is  fact,  not  fiction. 

The  book  was,  written  by  Rev.  Fi-eeman  Ankrum,  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Alexander  Mack;  Church  History  Departmental  Editor  of  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist, and  Pastor  of  the  Brethren  Church,  St.  James,  Maryland. 

ILLUSTRATED.  Contains  rare  illustrations  and  photographs  and  hitherto 
unpublished  material.  Many  of  the  photographs  were  taken  by  the  Author. 

Price  is  $2.75,  plus  25c  postage,  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company, 
Ashland,  Ohio. 
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EGERMEIER'S  BIBLE  STORY  BOOK 

Egei'meier's  Bible  Story  Book  has  stood  the  test  of  time!  Over  one  million 
copies  of  previous  editions  have  been  sold.  Now  we  present  a  new  revision,  which 
retains  all  the  old  popular  quality  of  Egermeier's,  yet  is  improved  in  many 
important  ways. 

A  new  kind  of  adventure  and  reading  thrill  awaits  your  youngsters  Avhen 
they  read  Egermeier's.  It  will  be  their  favorite  book! 

Standard  Edition:     640  pages:  $8.95 
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Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio 
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Items  of  fjeneral    Interest 


GATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  Hays  Logan,  who  was  recently 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  Pennsylvania  District.  Ministe- 
rial Board,  through  his  home  church,  the  Valley  Breth- 
ren, Jones  Mills,  Penna.,  has  been  called  to  and  has  ac- 
cepted the  pastorate  of  the  Gatewood  Church. 

SERGEANTSVILLE-CALVARY,  NEW  JERSEY.  Mrs. 
Leona  Wallace,  Secretary  of  the  Sergeantsville  Church, 
writes  to  the  Editor  as  follows:  "The  Sergeantsville  and 
Calvary  Churches  in  New  Jersey  have  recently  called 
Brother  George  Lindberg  to  their  field.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Lindberg  and  children  Richard  and  Faith  Ann,  are 
now  occupying  the  parsonage,  having  begun  their  service 
with  our  church  on  January  1st. 

"On  Thursday  evening,  January  5th,  the  members  and 
friends  of  both  churches  gave  the  Lindbergs  a  surprise 
"housewarming"  and  bountiful  shower  of  supplies  for 
their  home  and  pantry." 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. The  Brotherhood  of  Andrew  and  Peter  held  their 
public  service  the  evening  of  January  8th.  The  sound 
film,  "A  Boy  and  His  Bible,"  was  shown  as  part  of  the 
program. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Brother  Lyie  Lichtenberger  notes 
the  organization  of  a  "Leadership  Training  Class  for 
Laymen"  which  will  meet  weekly  during  the  Sunday 
School  hour  until  Easter.  This  Class  is  for  those  who  are 
not  able  to  attend  the  regular  Monday  evening  sessions. 
Twenty-one  are  now  registered,  and  Brother  Lichtenberger 
notes  they  are  hoping  for  at  least  34. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. By  a  shifting  of  Sunday  School  Classes,  a  room  has 
been  made  available  for  a  Nursery  Room.  It  is  being 
equipped  with  suitable  furniture,  and  will  be  cared  for 
by  some  of  the  mothers  of  the  Church. 

JONES  MILLS,  VALLEY  BRETHREN.  A  note  from 
Brother  Elmer  M.  Keck  reads  as  follows:  "A  young  moth- 
er and  her  daughter  were  received  into  Christian  Fellow- 
ship at  the  morning  Worship  Service  on  January  8th. 
Twenty-five  have  been  received  into  the  Valley  Brethren 
Church  since  our  coming  here.  The  membership  of  the 
church  has  thus  increased  43%. 

"The  new  hymnal,  "Great  Songs  of  the  Church"  Num- 
ber two,  were  received  last  week,  dedicated  and  used  for 


the   first  time  this  morning.  We  are  glad  to    have    new 
song  books  again." 

CANTON,  OHIO,  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  A  Sunday 
School  Contest,  which  will  run  for  the  calendar  year  ol 
1956,  is  under  way  at  Canton.  Points  will  be  given  fori 
percentage  of  enrollment  present,  visitors  and  new  schol- 
ars. Additional  points  will  be  given  to  each  class  whichj 
participates  in  the  Cash  Days. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  William  Fells  reports  that  his  injured  legJ 
is  continually  improving.  He  is  now  able  to  stand  tcj 
preach.  He  hopes  to  have  final  examination  and  X-rays  | 
on  January  20th. 

Brother  Fells  wishes  again  to  express  his  thanks  to  theii 
Brotherhood  for  prayers  in  his  behalf.  He  says  that  theni 
has  been  a  wonderful  response. 

(Continued  on   Page   15) 


COMING  EVENT 


NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Cam 
paign — January  30th  through  February  12th. — Rev.  Hen 

ry  Bates,  Pastor-Evangelist. 


PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIATION 

MEETING 

Monday,  January  30th,  10:00  A.  M. 

Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania 

Program  includes  Membership  Records,  Rol! 
Revision,  and  Church  Finance.  To  present  the  lat 
ter,  Dr.  Shultz,  Vice  President  of  Wells  Organ 
ization,  a  Christian  fund  raising  organization,  wi] 
be  coming  from  Chicago. 

Ministers  are  urged  to  bring  a  member  of  thei 
Finance  Committee,  or  some  other  leading  lay 
man  from  their  churches  with  them  to  this  meet 
ing.  Dr.  Shultz  will  speak  at  1:00  P.  M. 

A  pot-luck  dinner  will  be  held  at  noon. 

Horace  Huse,  Secretary. 
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FIRST  IN  A  SERIES 

\NYONE  WHO  MAY  HAVE  any  doubt  about  the 
trend  and  consumption  of  intoxicating  beverages, 
m  have  all  doubts  removed  by  a  study  of  the  report  of 
le  sales  of  liquor  during  the  week  preceding  Christmas 
)55. 

A  Correspondent  in  a  leading  Ohio  newspaper  says 
lat  "Ohioans  spent  more  money  for  Christmas  liquor  in 
le  week  ending  Christmas  Eve  than  in  any  pre-holiday 
eek  in  history."  The  all-time  high  week's  liquor  bill  was 
.1,426,625.00.  THIS  WAS  25%  HIGHER  THAN  THE 
^ME  WEEK  IN  1954.  "The  Christmas  spirit  binge," 
i.ys  the  writer,  "also  set  a  record  in  gallon  sales."  The 
:act  total  was  not  available  at  the  time  but  a  close  figure 
ven  is  600,000  gallons.  Without  listing  any  further 
atistics,  we  are  told  that  even  without  the  figures  of  the 
st  week  of  the  year  1955,  Ohioans  had  set  a  new  record 
r  the  entire  year. 

Now,  we  have  told  you  about  our  own  state  of  Ohio, 
e  have  been  honest  with  you.  What  about  the  state 
>u  live  in?  Have  you  read  your  newspapers  and  learned 
e  awful  truth  about  the  liquor  consumption  in  your 
ate?  Are  you  ready  for  the  jolt  and  the  shock  when 
e  figures  for  the  entire  nation  are  released  to  you  later 
|L  this  year? 

I  Church  people  who  voted  years  ago  for  repeal  of  the 
"th  amendment,  or  who  did  not  trouble  themselves  to 
•te  at  all  at  that  time;  Church  people  who  did  not,  or 
(tio  will  not  give  support  to  local  option  efforts;  Church 
liople  who  condone  the  liquor  industry  and  who  may 
ren  have  the  bottle  in  their  homes —  can  take  little  com- 
|rt  in  the  fact  that  this  great  nation  experienced  its 
prst  year  of  liquor  consumption  and  drunkenness  in  its 
story  in  1955. 

We  were  all  appalled  the  day  following  Christmas  to 
|km  that  the   United   States  had  experienced  its  worst 

Iliday  week-end  in  traffic  accidents  and  deaths.  Tons 
paper  and  ink,  hours  of  radio  and  television  time  have 
en  spent  in  warning  Americans  of  the  awful  tragic  toll 
'I  our  highways.  Still,  in  spite  of  it  all — in  spite  of  the 
ijany  safety  features  built  into  our  automobiles  and  high- 
■•lys,  the  traffic  toll  continues  to  mount. 

Does  it  not  strike  a  somber  note  in  your  mind  to  note 
lat  the  worst  holiday  week-end  traffic  toll  followed  the 

jek  in  which  " spent    more    money    for    Christmas 

liuor  in  the  week  ending  Christmas  Eve  than  in  any 
le-holiday  week  in  history?" 


'1. 


Accident  reports  do  not  often  show  the  evidence  of 
liquor  as  a  contributing  cause,  because  it  is  not  the  dead 
drunk  driver  who  causes  the  accidents — rather  the  ones 
who  have  had  a  social  drink,  or  two,  or  three,  and  who 
by  the  time  "tests"  are  made,  or  evidence  is  being  col- 
lected, has  sobered  to  the  degree  where  "it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  driver  had  been  drinking." 

It  is  the  contention  of  this  Editor,  that  drinking  plays  a 
far  greater  part  in  the  cause  of  highway  accidents  than 
is  ever  revealed.  Adding  to  what  we  have  said  in  the 
paragraph  just  above  this  one,  is  the  natural  instinct  for 
a  human  being  to  avoid  accident  and  to  want  to  stay 
alive — which  in  this  day  of  modern  cars  with  a  host  of 
safety  features  for  avoiding  accidents,  makes  accidents 
by  sane  and  sober  drivers  almost  a  remote  possibility! 

For  instance — a  person  using  the  highway  is  going 
some  place.  He  is  going  to  be  aware  of  traffic  conditions, 
highway  conditions,  and  he  is  going  to  use  good  com- 
mon sense,  because  he  does  not  want  an  accident.  He  is 
going  to  be  alert  and  responsive,  and,  through  the  many 
safety  features  built  into  his  vehicle,  he  is  going  to  ne- 
gotiate his  journey  safely.  But  cloud  his  mind  with  the 
dulling  effects  of  alcohol,  make  him  feel  that  he  is  king 
and  the  world  is  his — then  his  caution  and  judgment  is 
gone,  and  he  hurdles  that  car  down  the  highway  endan- 
gering his  life  and  the  lives  of  others.  That's  drunken 
driving!  The  safest  highway  and  the  most  safely  built 
car  cannot  cope  with  it. 

The  same  can  be  said  of  a  husband  or  wife's  conduct 
in  their  home.  Brutal  beatings,  infidelity,  destruction  of 
furniture,  etc.,  can  be  traced  to  a  person's  lack  of  reason- 
ing and  feeling  of  superiority  when  he  or  she  has  liquor 
in  their  system.  How  often  do  we  hear  the  words,  follow- 
ing a  shooting  or  beating,  "I  didn't  know  what  I  was 
doing?" 

Considering  the  growing  tragic  consequences  of  our 
rising  alcoholic  consumption,  don't  you  think  it  is  about 
time  the  Church  took  a  more  positive  position  regarding 
the  presence  of  this  traffic  in  our  communities?  As  one 
of  our  good  Brethren  has  noted  in  his  Sunday  bulletin: 
"Statistics  show  that  10,000  people  are  killed  every  6 
months  by  liquor  where  only  1  is  killed  by  a  mad  dog; 
yet  we  shoot  the  dog  and  license  the  liquor — somehow  it 
just  doesn't  make  good  sense." 

(In  the  next  in  this  series,  we  will  list  some  reasons 
we  feel  has  caused  this  tremendous  upsurge  in  liquor 
consumption  in  our  land.) — W.  S.  B. 
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GREETINGS  to  the  Brethren  Churches  of  the  Midwest 
Disti'ict.  Mrs.  Puterbaugh  and  I  regret  that  we  can- 
not be  with  you  in  person  this  year,  but  you  can  be  sure 
that  we  shall  be  with  you  in  spirit.  We  trust  that  you  will 
have  an  inspiring  and  challenging  conference  and  that 
you  will  return  to  your  various  churches  fired  with  new 
zeal  for  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  the  year  ahead.  In  my 
absence,  Vice-Moderator  Stogsdill  has  kindly  agreed  to 
read  my  address  to  you. 


Far  too  often,  when  you  ask  someone  how  his  church 
is  progressing,  the  person  will  say  something  like  this: 
"Oh,  we're  doing  fine.  We  have  a  grand  new  building  with 
thick  carpets,  a  fine  electric  organ,  indirect  lighting  and 
padded  pews."  How  much  better  it  would  be  if  we  would 
measure  the  progress  of  our  churches  more  in  terms  of 
spiritual  advancement  such  as  increases  in  attendance  at 
the  midweek  meeting,  increases  in  membership,  increases 
in  the  number  of  tithers,  etc.  We  ought  to  constantly  re- 
mind ourselves  that  although  man  looks  on  the  outside, 
God  is  more  concerned  about  the  condition  of  our  hearts, 
our  souls,  and  our  minds. 

When  Solomon  spoke  the  immortal  words:  "Where  there 
is  no  vision,  the  people  perish,"  he  was  addressing  him- 
self to  a  people  who  had,  under  his  direction,  built  a  mag- 
nificent   temple,    which    was    perhaps    the    most    elaborate 


(The  195.5  Mid-West  Conference  met  at  Mulvane,  Kan- 
sas, in  October.) 


edifice  ever  constructed.  We  cannot  tell  for  sure  how  mit 
it  cost,  but  it  apparently  cost  many  millions.  One  miji 
think  that  with  such  a  place  of  worship  to  inspire  th(i 
the  Jewish  people  would  never  have  been  able  to  fori 
God  and  all  His  goodness  to  them.  But  soon  their  wors; 
became,  for  them,  a  mere  formality.  They  had  lost 
glorious  vision  which  God  had  set  before  them — the  vis 
of  a  great  nation  led  by  God  and  obedient  to  His  will,  aj 
because  of  her  obedience,  prosperous  and  happy,  seel 
in  the  knowledge  that  God  would  deliver  her  from  any  ; 
all  of  her  enemies. 

The  situation  in  which  many  of  our  churches  today 
themselves  is  not  materially  different  from  the  plighi 
the  ancient  Hebrews.  One  of  the  reasons  why  many  of 
churches  both  in  this  district  and  in  other  districts 
making  so  little  progress  is  that  they  have  lost  sighi 
the  glorious  vision  which  God  has  set  before  us  of  m 
His  church  ought  to  be  and  can  be  if  we  will  but  let  1 
direct  her  into  the  paths  of  service  and  dedication  wl 
He  would  have  us  follow. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  danger  of  having  too 
terialistic  a  conception  of  the  church.  Along  with  this  ij 
goes  the  danger  of  allowing  ourselves  to  become  so 
occupied  with  church  machinery  and  the  many  detail 
operating   the   church   that   our  worship,   both   public 
private,  may  become  a  mere  formality. 

To  be  sure,  we  need  officials  and  leaders,  we  need  ( 
mittees,  and  we  need  planning,  in  order  that  we  ma; 
able  to  make  a  systematic  approach  to  the  problems 
face,  and  in  order  that  we  may  promote  the  growth 
development  of  our  churches.  But  we  also  need  to  re; 
that  people  are  individuals  and  no  two  can  be  handle* 
exactly  the  same  way.  If  we  are  to  win  souls  to  C.\ 
and  to  His  church,  we  must  recognize  human  values 
individual  differences.  This  means  that  we  must  lay  ; 
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ar  petty  prejudices  and  whims,  for  they  might  conceiv- 
bly  stand  in  the  way  of  our  winning  souls. 

Many  years  ago  our  church  broke  with  the  Mother 
hurch  over  the  issue  of  marks  of  separation.  We  felt 
lat  the  matter  of  separation  was  a  thing  of  the  heart 
ither  than  an  external  affair.  We  did  not  see  the  need 
f  dressing  differently  from  others  in  order  to  prove  our- 
jlves  Christians.  Down  through  the  years  our  attitudes 
)ward  many  things  have  changed  considerably.  I  can  re- 
lember  when  my  mother  wondered  if  it  would  be  right 
)  cut  her  hair,  yet  today  there  are  very  few  of  our  good 
sters  who  do  not  cut  their  hair.  And  I  believe  that  in 
lany  cases  a  woman's  hair  is  more  truly  her  "crowning 
lory"  when  it  is  kept  at  a  reasonable  length  than  when 
;  is  allowed  to  become  so  long  it  is  difficult  to  arrange 
ttractively.  So  it  has  been  with  other  customs  of  our 
eople  as  well.  What  once  was  outlawed  or  at  least 
[■owned  upon  today  is  generally  approved,  or  at  least  ac- 
spted. 

Of  all  the  districts  of  our  church,  I  believe  the  Midwest 
;  in  the  gravest  danger  of  perishing.  There  are  at  present 
nly  two  or  three  churches  in  the  district  which  really 
sem  to  be  getting  anywhere.  Some  of  the  trouble,  to  be 
are,  has  come  as  a  result  of  past  mistakes.  Other  fac- 
ers involved  such  as  drought,  grasshopper  invasions,  and 
le  like,  we  have  had  no  control  over,  yet,  as  a  result, 
lany  of  our  young  people  have  become  discouraged  and 
loved  away  to  an  area  where  they  could  make  a  decent 
ving. 

j  Since  it  does  not  appear  likely  that  for  the  most  part 
[lere  will  be  any  considerable  influx  of  population  into 
lost  of  the  areas  where  we  have  churches,  we  must  be 
ll  the  more  determined  to  hold  our  young  people.  If 
e  fail  to  do  this,  our  churches  will  surely  die. 

In  order  to  hold  our  young  people,  we  need  not  com- 
li'omise  our  position  theologically  in  the  least.  But  we 
leed  to  be  careful  lest  we  confuse  the  "traditions  of  men" 
iith  the  teachings  of  the  Bible.  We  also  need  to  realize 
|iat  while  the  basic  principles  taught  in  the  Bible  are 
ist  as  valid  today  as  ever,  the  application  today  may  in 
;rtain  cases  have  to  be  quite  different  from  that  which 
as  appropriate  in  Bible  times.  For  instance,  many  of  the 
jachings  of  St.  Paul  were  in  respect  to  specific  situations; 
lerefore,  we  must  interpret  what  he  says  in  the  light 
:  present  day  circumstances,  always  asking  ourselves 
hich  way  will  most  likely  build  up  our  church.  There  is 
jldom  a  perfect  solution  to  any  problem.  We  usually  will 
ave  to  weigh  alternative  against  alternative  and  prayer- 
ally  decide  which  is  the  better  or  best  way. 

Once  we  have  a  vision  of  a  bigger  and  better  church 
ti  fire  for  the  Lord,  we  shall  realize  the  necessity  of 
aving  certain  basic  rules  to  follow  in  order  to  accomplish 
lis  end.  Let  us  consider  briefly  a  few  of  the  more  im- 
brtant  ones. 

First  of  all,  we  need  to  realize  that  the  church  is  a  de- 
locracy  and  should  function  as  such.  No  one  person  or 
[ique  can  be  allowed  to  run  it.  Nor  should  the  young 
eople  be  crowded  out  of  positions  of  leadership  just  be- 
luse  they  have  had  less  experience.  In  fact,  it  is  abso- 
itely  imperative  that  the  young  people  be  gradually 
iven  positions  of  leadership,  for,  if  they  are  not,  chaos 
all  result  when  the  older  hands  are  no  longer  able  to 
old  the  responsible  positions. 


In  the  second  place,  we  need  to  realize  that  the  minis- 
ter is  called  of  God  to  preach  the  gospel,  and,  therefore, 
is  not  responsible  to  anyone  but  God  for  what  he  preaches. 
Moreover,  the  minister  deserves  the  respect  of  every  mem- 
ber, regardless  of  how  any  member  may  feel  personally 
towards  him.  I  believe  that  God  will  hold  any  minister  ac- 
countable for  intentional  perversion  of  the  Bible  teaching, 
but  I  think  also  that  God  will  hold  any  church  member 
accountable  who  deliberately  mistreats  a  minister  of  the 
gospel. 

Thirdly,  we  need  to  realize  that  preachers  and  their 
wives  are  human  beings  and  have  every  right  to  be  treated 
as  such.  They  should  never  be  expected  to  live  in  sur- 
roundings which  are  unpleasant,  inconvenient  or  unhealth- 
ful.  The  parsonage  should  be  as  modern  and  as  attractive 
as  the  people  can  afford  to  make  it.  Too  many  churches 
think  that  the  preacher  ought  to  be  satisfied  t©  live  in  a 
place  that  many  members  would  be  ashamed  to  live  in. 
Actually,  the  minister  can  hardly  be  expected  to  put  out 
his  best  efforts  if  he  is  constantly  harrassed  by  leaky 
plumbing,  inadequate  lighting,  or  an  antiquated  heating 
plant. 

Ministers'  salaries  are  much  too  low  in  the  Brethren 
Church  as  a  whole  and  in  most  of  the  Midwest  churches. 
I  believe  this  is  a  very  unwholesome  and  undesirable  sit- 
uation, for  how  can  a  minister  do  his  best  work  if  he  is 
constantly  worried  as  to  how  he  will  be  able  to  meet  all 
his  financial  obligations?  The  Brethren  Church  is  making 
an  effort  to  give  the  ministry  financial  security  in  later 
life  through  the  retirement  plan,  but  so  poorly  paid  are 
many  of  our  ministers  that  they  can  scarcely  spare  the 
five  percent,  or  even  the  three  percent  for  social  security. 
Many  of  our  Ministers  today  are  forced  to  take  other  jobs 
to  supplement  their  income,  or,  in  some  cases,  the  wives 
work.  This  should  not  be,  and  would  not  have  to  be  in 
most  cases,  if  our  people  would  tithe  as  they  should. 

In  the  fourth  place,  we  need  to  emphasize  personal  ded- 
ication and  devotion  to  Christ  more  strongly  than  denom- 
inational loyalty.  I  say  this  advisedly  because,  although 
the  Brethren  Church  is  probably  the  best  expression  of 
the  teachings  of  Christ  and  of  the  apostles,  from  my  own 
experience  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  over-empha- 
sis  of  Brethren  ordinances   and  the  distinctive   Brethren 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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THE  GARBER  MEMORIAL  CHURCH 


This  is  a  brief  message  from  the  Garber  Memorial 
Church.  We  thank  you  for  your  support  in  our  program 
of  calling  a  full-time  pastor  and  enlarging  the  work, 
both  in  a  physical  and  spiritual  sense. 

To  date,  we  can  report  the  following:  ' 

1.  We  have  experienced  a  steady  increase  in  attendance 
and  witnessed  the  spiritual  growth  of  those  attending. 

2.  Our  auxiliary  organizations  are  functioning  com- 
mendably:  both  Junior  and  Senior  Sisterhoods,  Boys' 
Brotherhood,  Signal  Lights,  W.  M.  S.  (which  has  doubled 
its  membership  since  August — now  18  members),  a  fine 
choir  with  ten  members  and  a  minister  of  music,  and  a 
well-organized  Sunday  school.  Now  the  Laymen  are  talk- 
ing of  organizing. 

3.  We  are  holding  mid-week  Bible  study  and  prayer 
services,  with  an  average  attendance  of  eight. 

4.  We  have  held  one  service  of  dedication  for  infants. 

5.  We  have  added  one  new  member  by  letter. 

6.  We  sanded  the  floors  and  finished  them  with  a  gym- 
floor  finish.  The  labor  and  sander  were  donated  by  the 
laymen  and  the  finish  was  paid  for  from  the  church 
treasury. 

7.  Rent  for  the  parsonage  at  232  Sherman  Avenue  has 
been  paid  from  our  treasury  since  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber. This  is  $65.00  per  month. 

8.  A  tower  public  address  system  for  chimes  has  been 
installed,  the  money  being  given  by  the  B,  Y.  C.  We 
are  now  building  a  chime  record  library.  ,    -^.  .. 


9.  During  the  last  month  we  watched  our  building  fun( 
grow  to  the  amount  of  $2,000  in  cash  and  pledges . 
$400.00  cash  gift  from  Mrs.  B.  F.  Zercher;  $60Q.OO,  a;' 
a  loan  from  Mrs.  L,  L.  Burns,  to  be  repaid  by  the  mem  j 
bers  and  friends  of  the  Garber  Memorial  Church;  $1,00  j 
from  the  members  and  friends  of  the  church  in  cash  ol 
pledges  to  be  paid  during  the  coming  year.  This  is  fror; 
those  who  are  now  attending  the  services  at  the  Garbe  i 
Memorial  Church.  The  money  will  be  used  to  build  a:| 
addition  over  the  present  basement  room.  We  will  havj 
two  Sunday  school  rooms  9'  x  12'  and  a  rostrum  16%'  j 
10'.  Then  the  church  is  to  be  completely  rewired,  wit! 
new  light  fixtures,  and  a  lighted  cross  above  the  pulpiii 
WORK  ON  THIS  ADDITION  WAS  STARTED  JANB| 
ARY  5,  1956. 

10.  In  August  the  Laymen's  Organization  of  the  Par 
Street  Church  installed  double  doors  in  the  front  of  th 
Church,  of  the  interior  type,  believing  that  a  vestibul 
was  to  be  added. 

11.  In  October  a  new  set  of  exterior  doors  was  irj 
stalled  by  the  Garber  laymen,  due  to  a  change  in  plan 
not  using  the  vestibule  arrangement,  at  least  for  th 
present.  The  weather  was  damaging  the  interior-tyj 
doors,  but  they  will  be  used  in  the  new  addition  ar 
will  not  be  a  loss  to  us. 

12.  Plans  are  made  for  evening  preaching  services  1 
begin  January  8,  1956. 

This  is  just  a  resume  of  our  first  six  months'  woi 
with  a  full-time  pastor,  and  we  want  again  to  exprei 
our  appreciation  for  your  prayers  and  financial  ar 
moral  support. 

— William  Fells,  Pastor 


<3c 
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LEHERS  FROM  ARGENTINA 


(From   Harold  E.  Stacey,  with  whom   Rob  Byler  works 
on  the  radio  program) 


Dec.  5,  1955 


Dear  Mr.  Berkshire: 


Another*  year  is  coming  to  its  end  and  we  can  truly  say 
as  the  Psalmist,  "The  Lord  is  good;  his  mercy  is  ever- 
lasting." At  this  time,  we  (my  associates  and  I)  wish  to 
express  to  you  and  the  Missionary  Board  our  heart-felt 
thanks  for  your  most  generous,  spontaneous  and  practical 
help  in  proclaiming  the  Word  of  Life  through  radio  to  the 
millions  in  these  southern  parts  of  South  America. 

Thousands  of  souls  have  been  reached  with  messages 
of  the  Gospel  twice  a  week  throughout  this  year.  Since 
we  began  this  cooperative  work,  hundreds  of  souls  have 
passed   from   darkness   into   light  eternal  by  this  means. 


Never  before  has  this  world  of  ours  needed  the  Gosp 
as  today.  Millions  are  without  Christ,  passing  into  Ete 
nity  without  the  slightest  hope  of  mercy — lost!  Whj 
Was  it  because  I  did  not  do  my  part  ?  Let  this  never  1 
so;   let  me   redeem  the  time   while   yet  there   is   light. 

What  a  high  privilege  w©  hold  in  being  "sons  of  God 
As  sons  of  the  Almighty  we  have  been  made  His  ambs 
sadors  through  the  finished  work  of  Christ  on  the  cro; 
Let  us  all  be  worthy  of  this  distiction  by  fulfilling  o 
daily  duty  in  making  known  to  all  mankind  the  will 
our   Heavenly    Father,   while    there   is   yet   time. 

The   Radio — our   opportunity 

Radio  offers  a  challenge  that  no  other  single  effort  c ! 
today.  Millions  of  homes  are  reached  simultaneously  w;| 
the  message  of  love,  backed  with  sincere  prayer  of  ma! 
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)f  the  Lord's  people  every  time  the  programs  are  on  the 
dr.  This  mass  reaching  of  lost  souls  has  been  made  pos- 
ible  through  your  most  generous  kindness  all  through 
his  year.  Our  sincere  prayer  to  our  Heavenly  Father  is 
hat  He  may  richly  reward  everyone  accordingly. 

Since  last  writing  to  you  many  new  happenings  have 
aken  place  here.  Something  we  had  all  felt  impossible 
las  taken  place:  the  fall  of  the  Peron  regime.  A  man 
;overed  with  power  and  lust  has  fallen;  a  government  of 
:orruption  as  never  known  here  before  no  longer  exists. 
Vhen  he  felt  he  was  almost  God,  he  fell  suddenly  and 
gnominiously — and  his  satellites  with  him. 

We  cannot  commit  ourselves  just  yet  by  saying  that 
ve  enjoy  complete  freedom,  because  we  don't;  but  the 
general  feeling  is  that  as  days  go  on^  freedom  will  be  re- 
itored  to  all  parties  alike.  Although  some  kinds  of  re- 
;trictions  may  have  to  be  imposed  to  preserve  order,  we 
)ersonalIy  feel  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  and  we  shall 
dl  be  enjoying  the  fi'eedom  we  once  experienced. 

We  all  feel  grateful  for  the  valuable  help  that  Bob  and 
rane  Byler  have  been  to  the  work  here.  They  have  cer- 
;ainly  done  a  good  job,  and  we  are  dependent  on  them 
'or  the  future  as  the  activities  increase.  We  are  now  plan- 
ling,  as  the  Lord  may  provide  the  means,  to  begin  a 
■egular  weekly  children's  radio  broadcast  .  .  . 

...  As  I  close,  we  all  wish  to  unite  once  again  and 
;xpress  to  you  all  the  gratitude  in  our  hearts  for  your 
nost  generous  and  faithful  kindness  during  1955,  and  we 
look  forward  to  1956,  if  the  Lord  tarry,  for  even  greater 
ervice. 

Yours  in  the  Master's  glorious  service, 

Harold  E.  Stacey. 

;  (Mr.  Stacey  is  a  fine  Christian  business  man,  the  Ex- 
jhange  Manager  for  one  of  Argentina's  largest  indus- 
[rial  concerns.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  supporters  of  the 
vangelical  radio  broadcast  in  which  Rob  Byler  assists.) 

rannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnannnnnnDnnnnnnnann 
rannaananaannnnDaannaDnannnnnnnnnnDnnann 

TITHER'S  SURPRISE 

The  Christian  who  begins  to  tithe  will  have  at 
east  six  surprises.  He  will  be  surprised  at : 

1.  The  amount  of  money  he  has  for  the  Lord's 
vork. 

2.  The  deepening  of  his  spiritual  life  in  pay- 
ng  the  tithe. 

3.  The  ease  in  meeting  his  own  obligations  with 
he  nine-tenths. 

4.  The  ease  in  going  from  one-tenth  to  larger 
giving. 

5.  The  preparation  this  gives  to  be  a  faithful 
ind  wise  steward  over  the  nine-tenths  that  re- 
nain. 

6.  Himself  for  not  adopting  the  plan  sooner. 
World  Service  Bulletin. 
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THE  GLORIOUS  VISION 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

doctrines  may  lead  to  a  mere  formal  profession  without, 
apparently,  any  real  conversion  experience.  I  believe  in  all 
the  Brethren  ordinances,  and  I  think  that  we  should  in- 
struct our  people  in  them  regularly.  But  we  must  not 
teach  something  which  is  not  true — namely,  that  only 
Brethren  can  be  saved  or  that  only  those  who  are  baptized 
liy  trine  immersion  can  be  sure  of  heaven.  The  Bible  does 
not  warrant  such  a  belief,  so  we  ought  not  to  teach  it. 
But  this  we  must  teach— that  only  those  who  have  been 
baptized  by  the  Holy  Spirit  are  saved  and  are  bound  for 
heaven. 


The  fifth  rule  we  need  to  follow  is  to  stress  steward- 
ship, not  only  of  money,  but  of  time  and  talents  as  well. 
We  need  to  stress  tithing  from  an  early  age.  Many 
churches  give  envelopes  to  children  as  soon  as  they  join 
the  church,  thereby  encouraging  systematic  giving  and 
helping  the  babe  in  Christ  form  the  habit  of  tithing,  so 
that  it  will  be  the  natural  thing  for  him  to  continue  doing 
throughout  life.  If  all  our  churches  would  follow  this  plan 
or  a  similar  one,  our  financial  problems  would  be  far  less 
and  our  program  could  be  greatly  expanded  through  the 
additional  funds  available. 

Lastly,  we  need  to  allocate  as  large  a  portion  as  pos- 
sible of  our  church  income  to  home  and  foreign  missions. 
It  has  been  well  said  that  a  mission-minded  church  is  a 
church  on  fire  for  the  Lord.  A  number  of  our  young  peo- 
ple have  recently  dedicated  their  lives  to  the  mission  field, 
and  we  dare  not  let  them  down  by  refusing  to  furnish  the 
funds  needed  for  their  preparation,  their  transportation, 
and  their  field  woi'k.  These  young  missionai'ies  are  count- 
ing on  us,  but  if  we  fail  them,  they  will  have  to  turn  else- 
where for  help.  Moreover,  others  who  might  be  so  inclined, 
will  likely  change  their  plans  if  they  see  that  the  Breth- 
ren are  not  going  to  come  through  with  the  necessary 
funds. 

When  we  read  the  Great  Commission  in  the  Bible,  we 
are  reminded  that  we  are  not  to  limit  our  efforts  to  the 
confines  of  our  own  country.  We  are  to  send  the  gospel 
good  news  out  to  the  four  corners  of  the  world  that  men 
and  women  may  be  saved  and  thereby  reconciled  to  God. 
When  we  realize  that  this  is  the  most  important  function 
of  the  church,  then  we  shall  begin  to  catch  the  vision 
which  can  and  will  make  possible  the  bigger  and  better 
church  we  all  desire. 

In  Proverbs  29:18,  we  read  these  words:  "Where  there 
is  no  vision,  the  people  perish."  It  is  my  fervent  pi'ayer 
that  the  people  of  the  Midwest  District  will  catch  the 
vision  of  what  God  can  make  of  His  church  before  it  is 
too  late;  for  if  they  fail,  not  only  will  they  lose  the  bless- 
ing God  has  in  store  for  them,  but  souls  may  perish  be- 
cause of  their  failure.  Let  us  not  fail  God!  Let  us  catch 
the  glorious  vision  and  cling  to  it! 

"Turn  your  eyes  upon  Jesus, 

Look  full  in  His  wonderful  face; 

And  the  things  of  earth  will  grow  strangely  dim 

In  the  light  of  His  glory  and  grace." 

Huntington,  Indiana. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Sunday  School  Suggestions    by    Joseph  R,  Shuitz 

(Sponsored  by  the  National  Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Brethren  Church) 


1955  CAMP  REPORT  FROM  NATIONAL  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  BOARD'S  REPRESENTATIVE 

Walter  and  Wadena  Wertz 


Luke  2:52 — "And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature 
and  in  favor  with  God  and  man."  As  our  Lord  and  Master 
stressed  in  His  earthly  life  the  four-fold  life,  so  does  our 
Brethren  summer  camps. 

CERTAINLY  THE  1955  CAMPING  SEASON  was  a 
real  uplift  for  many  of  our  Brethren  young  people. 
The  Brethren  Church  is  realizing  and  will  continue  to  re- 
alize the  importance  of  our  summer  camping  program. 
Many  of  our  present  day  leaders  in  our  churches  were  for- 
mer campers,  and  it  is  practically  certain  that  many  of 
the   future   leaders   will   have   had   camping   experience. 

It  was  our  privilege  again  to  work  in  our  Brethren 
;amps  this  past  summer.  June  was  the  month  of  more  in- 
tense preparation  for  camps  and  the  starting  of  our 
travels. 

The  first  Brethren  camp  we  attended  was  the  Ohio 
Camp  ZION  near  Canton,  Ohio.  This  camp  is  certainly 
growing  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Bro.  John  Byler. 
His  untiring  efforts  are  realized  as  you  see  the  camp  in 
progress.  His  able  corps  of  co-workers  obtain  results.  Bro. 
Robert  Hoffman  served  again  as  Dean  in  the  Junior  Camp. 
Two  former  Penna.  Camp  Juniata  workers  were  on  the 
staff — the  Andersons. 

We  appreciated  hearing  Janet  King  one  evening  at  Ves- 
pers. It  was  the  first  we  had  seen  her  since  she  returned 
from  Africa.  It  was  kind  of  Bro.  L.  V.  King  to  bring 
JanetJ  to  camp  and  certainly  the  youngsters  as  well  as  the 
older  folk  enjoyed  hearing  her  speak.  (Campers  really  en- 
joyed the  free  time  made  possible  by  the  new  dish 
washer). 

The  following  two  weeks  found  us  in  the  Penna.  Camp 
JUNIATA.  Bro.  Lichtenberger  and  Bro.  Brant  were  Camp 
Deans.  This  camp  had  a  decrease  in  enrollment  from  last 
year,  but  it  was  a  good  camp.  The  spirit  among  the  camp- 
ers and  staff  was  exceptionally  good.  Bro.  Leathei'man's 
class  of  counselors  and  young  people  was  very  interest- 
ing. The  campers  enjoyed  Bro.  Keek's  pictures  of  Camp 
Juniata;  also  the  travel  and  educational  film  shown  on 
rainy  evenings. 

Surely  a  high  light  of  the  Senior  Camp  was  the  fact  a 
young  man,  formerly  a  Catholic  and  a  camper  for  several 
years,  who  helped  at  the  waterfront  this  year,  made  his 
confession  of  Christ  as  his  Savior.  He  was  baptized  by 
Bro.  Keck  in  the  river  in  the  presence  of  the  campers  and 
staff.   This   fellow  is   now   a   student  at  Ashland   College. 


The  usual  big  events  included  tlie  hike,  picnic  supper, 
candle  float,  candle  light,  and  the  always  inspiring  vespers 
in  the  woods.  Bro.  Jones  made  his  trip  to  camp  to  teach ; 
the  adult  Sunday  School  lesson  and  deliver  the  morning 
sermon. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  former  campers,  now  students 
at  Ashland,  coming  back  to  Camp  Juniata  to  help  on  the 
staff.  Even  one  of  our  cooks  came  back  from  Ashland! 
The  cooks  here  are  our  own  Brethren  women,  and  we  do 
appreciate  what  these  fine  women  do  for  our  camp.  Most 
of  them  have  been  with  us  for  years.  This  means  so  much; 
in  the  success  of  the  camp. 

It  was  back  home  to  wash,  iron  and  repack.  Then  to«l 
Camp  PINNACLES  in  the  South-East  District.  Brothers! 
Klingensmith  and  Ludwig  have  really  brought  this  camps 
a  long  way.  This  was  a  big  camp  with  campers  of  all  agesj 
enjoying  the  week  together  here.  When  we  arrived  thej 
only  place  left  for  us  to  "bunk"  was  on  the  floor.  How- 
ever, Wadena  had  the  air  mattresS  and  I  had  a  little  pad.j 
The  floor  was  rather  hard,  but  we  lived  through  it  and' 
enjoyed  our  stay  and  the  opportunity  to  work  with  these; 
good  people.  Brother  Klingensmith's  candle  light  service! 
was  very  effective  as  many  made  their  confession  ofJ 
Christ  and  some  went  forward  for  full-time  service. 

Our  S.  S.  Board's  Field  Representative,  Dr.  Joseph 
Shuitz  and  his  wife,  Doris,  were  on  the  staff  in  this  camp 
What  a  difference  it  makes  in  a  camp  when  you  have 
enough  workers!  Mr.  Swartz,  the  craft  man,  surely  hac 
the  campers,  yes  and  even  some  of  the  staff  busy  making 
bii-d  houses,  dogs,  etc. 

The  following  week  was  our  District  Conference,  s( 
some  time  was  spent  there.  Then  the  next  week  we  headec 
for  the  midwest — where  we  expected  a  hot  welcome  fron 
the  weatherman.  He  didn't  disappoint  us. 

Brothers  Burton  and  Puterbaugh  had  charge  here.  Ai 
soon  as  we  arrived  we  were  conscious  of  the  fact  tha 
much  planning  and  preparation  had  been  done  befor< 
hand.  Things  moved  along  very  nicely  under  Dean  Burton ' 
whom  we  have  learned  to  know  and  love  in  the  Lord 
Wadena  and  I  were  on  the  teaching  staff  and  helped  ou 
wherever  we  could  .  .  .  Wadena  as  camp  nurse  and  your; 
truly  in  charge  of  recreation. 

Everyone  thought  for  sure  this  year  we  would  not  hav 
any  water  trouble,  since  we  saw  the  picture  in  the  Breth 
ren  Youth  Magazine  of  the  new  well  up  on  the  hill.  Bu 
wouldn't  you  know  it,  the  day  following  the  opening  o 
camp,  we  were  warned  of  the  water  shortage.  Result-; 
water  for  kitchen  from  the  well,  but  other  water  had  t 
(Continued  on   Page  13)  ! 
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ASHLAND  SEMINARY 

Conducted  by  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 


SEMINARY  MEN'S  CHORUS  SINGS 

This  newly  formed  chorus  announced  previously  in  this 
column,  made  its  debut  on  the  college  chapel  program  re- 
cently. The  men  were  very  impressive  as  they  presented 
the  Christmas  story  in  word  and  song.  All  of  the  men 
have  had  good  voice  training  in  college  and  now  they  are 
able  to  use  that  talent  to  good  advantage  in  graduate 
school. 

CHRISTMAS  PARTY  A  SUCCESS 

The  annual  Seminary  Christmas  party  was  pronounced 
a  success  by  the  enthusiastic  audience  in  attendance.  Each 
month  the  Seminary  student  body  sponsors  a  party  for  all 
students  on  the  campus,  but  the  Christmas  party  is  some- 
thing special.  Extra  decorations,  appropriate  games,  fine 
food  and  a  more  elaborate  program  mark  this  event  as 
outstanding  on  the  school  calendar.  President  Donald  Row- 
ser  and  his  committee  are  to  be  commended  for  the  work. 

DR.  HAROLD  KUHN  SPECIAL  SPEAKER 

Ashland  College  sponsors  a  Christian  Emphasis  Week 
in  each  school  year.  During  this  special  week  students  get 
an  opportunity  to  hear  an  outstanding  Christian  speaker 


and  to  discuss  problems  of  mutual  interest  with  the  guid- 
ance of  a  fine  Christian  leader.  This  year.  Dr.  Harold 
Kuhn,  of  Asbury  Seminary,  Wilmore,  Kentucky,  will  be  at 
Ashland  to  speak  and  to  lead  discussions.  Dean  Flora  has 
announced  that  Dr.  Kuhn  will  speak  to  the  Seminary  and 
be  available  for  private  conferences.  Dr.  Kuhn  is  one  of 
the  most  outstanding  Christian  men  in  America.  His 
Christian  outreach  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  spends 
his  summers  each  year  working  in  refugee  camps  in  Ger- 
many. Your  institution  is  proud  to  brmg  men  of  such  cali- 
bre to  speak  to  students. 

PRAYERS  FOR  MINISTERS  AND 
MISSIONARIES  URGED 

It  is  obvious  to  most  Christians  that  the  need  for  min- 
isters and  missionaries  is  great  in  all  denominations.  Tak- 
ing our  lead  from  Jesus  who  said,  "pray  ye  for  laborers" 
we  are  urging  you  to  pray  earnestly  that  God  will  send 
laborers  into  the  white  hai-\'est  fields.  After  you  have 
prayed,  then  aid  your  prayer  by  seeking  out  young  people 
who  may  be  interested  in  Christian  service.  A  word  from 
you  may  be  the  means  of  helping  some  young  person  de- 
cide on  his  call  from  God. 
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Spiritual  fIDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 


without 


THE   FREEDOM  OF  GREAT  THINGS 

"Come   ye,   buy,   and   eat;   yea,   come,   but   .   .  . 
money  and  without   price."  Isaiah  55:1. 

HAVE  YOU  EVER  sat  down  and  tried  to  think  of  the 
host  of  great  and  precious  things  in  life  that  are 
absolutely  free  ?  Things  with  which  we  are  perfectly  ac- 
quainted, but  of  whose  worth  we  have  given  little  thought. 
How  about  fresh  air,  sunshine,  the  stars,  the  sunrises  and 
sunsets  of  the  days  as  they  pass,  the  majesty  of  the  moun- 
tains as  they  rear  their  peaks  above  the  clouds,  moonlight 
on  land  and  sea,  a  mother's  love,  the  heart  of  a  friend, 
the  laughter  of  a  little  child,  the  deeds  of  devotion  at 
home  and  abroad;  the  love  of  God,  the  glory  of  the  cross, 
the  inner  compulsion  to  goodness.  On  none  of  these  can 


Wall  Street  set  a  price.  And  all  of  them  will  outlast  the 
things  for  which  man  spends  fortunes,  only  to  be  disap- 
pointed after  he  has  them  and  finds  how  hollow  and 
worthless  they  are. 

And,  too,  the  things  for  which  the  world  barters  its 
coins  are  those  objects  which,  when  they  are  once  ac- 
quired and  stored  away  in  hope  of  retaining  for  future 
use,  and  satisfaction  in  the  fact  of  possession,  are  found 
to  have  deteriorated  in  value  and  to  have  lost  their  luster 
and  attraction.  It  is  the  invitation  to  acquire  priceless 
things — things  that  contribute  to  the  prolonging  of  life, 
indispensible    things,   without   exchange   of  value. 

Here  also  may  be  added  the  Master's  admonition,  "Lay 
not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth,  where  moth 
and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  break  through 
and  steal:  but  lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures  in  heaven, 
where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  do  not  bi-eak  through  nor  steal." 

Here,  then,  are  two  suggestions:  the  placing  of  su- 
preme values  on  things  that  abide  (both  earthly  and  heav- 
enly); and  the  depositing  of  the  soul  values  of  life  in  the 
vaults  of  heaven.  And  forget  not  that  these  "w^orth-while 
things"  are  free. 
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NEWS   FROM    NORTH    MANCHESTER,    INDIANA 

From  time  to  time  friends  throughout  the  brotherhood 
ask  us  how  we  find  the  work  of  the  pastorate  again  after 
approximately  six  years  spent  in  teaching  in  our  semi- 
nary. Our  reply  to  this  question  is  always,  "Challenging, 
and  rewarding,"  which  we  believe  to  be  true  of  any  work 
definitely  inspired  by,  and  devoted  to,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  We  accepted  the  call  to  this  pastorate  because  we 
felt  that  it  presented  one  of  the  finest  challenges  in  the 
Brotherhood,  and  because  we  felt  that  an  active,  all-out 
program  for  the  Lord  would  bring  forth  wonderful  re- 
sults and  rewards.  In  neither  of  these  assumptions  have 
we  been  disappointed. 

Many  of  the  events  and  signs  of  progress  which  have 
come  to  pass  here  within  the  past  seven  months  have 
been  reported  in  the  "Interesting  Items"  column  of  our 
Brethren  Evangelist  thi'ough  the  gracious  cooperation  and 
help  of  our  good  friend  and  editor,  Brother  W.  S.  Ben- 
shoff.  We  are  taking  this  opportunity,  and  means,  to  say 
a  little  more  about  the  challenges  and  the  rewards  about 
which  we  spoke  above. 

While  teaching  our  young  men  in  the  seminary  this 
writer  (as  did  all  of  the  seminary  professors)  stressed 
the  importance  and  the  effectiveness  of  plain,  Bible 
preaching.  In  our  ministry  here  we  have  attempted  to 
"practice  what  we  preached"  with  most  encouraging  re- 
sults. As  the  people  of  Israel  discovered  in  Nehemiah's 
day;  as  the  people  of  Asia  Minor  discovered  in  Paul's 
day;  as  the  people  of  Germany  discovered  in  Luther's  day; 
as  the  people  of  England  discovered  in  Wesley's  and 
Whitefield's  day;  as  the  people  of  America  discovered  in 
Moody's  day;  and  as  the  people  of  the  world  are  discov- 
ering in  Billy  Graham's  day — so  we  are  discovering  in 
North  Manchester  in  our  day,  that  "the  Gospel  of  Christ 
is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth." 

Seldom  does  a  week  go  by  that  we  do  not  hear  some- 
body say  as  they  leave  the  church,  "It  seems  good  to 
hear  those  old-fashioned  Bible  sermons  again,"  or,  in  the 
case  of  visitors  who  are  frequently  in  our  midst,  "We 
don't  hear  that  kind  of  preaching  in  our  church  any 
more."  We  have  also  been  encouraged  in  this  direction  by 
the  fact  that  in  a  college  community,  where  many  folks 
seem  to  feel  that  the  church  must  present  a  more-up-to- 
date"  or  "scholarly"  message,  this  plain  presentation  of 
Bible  truth  is  appealing  to  the  college  students.  Despite 
the  fact  that  there  are  only  eight  Brethren  young  people 
enrolled  at  the  college  here  this  year — and  the  great  ma- 
jority of  these  eight  return  to  their  home  churches  over 
the  weekends — we  have  discovered  in  speaking  to  our 
fellow  pastors  in  the  city  that  we  have  the  largest  col- 
lege-student attendance  of  any  church  in  the  community 
with  the  exception  of  the  college  church.  It  is  a  source 
of  real  encouragement  to  the  preacher  to  hear  these  young 
folks   say  from   time  to  time,  "We  like  to  come  to  this 


church  because  you  stick  to  the  Bible."  We  mention  these    I 
things,  not  to  boast,  but  rather  to  add  our  word  of  tes- 
timony to  that  of  Brethren  preachers  through  the  years, 
that  "The   Bible,  the  Whole  Bible,  and  Nothing  but  the 
Bible,"  still  is  the  need  of  the  hour. 

Another  of  our  major  emphases  here  during  the  past 
months  has  been  upon  arousing  interest  in  a  full-time 
church  program  for  all  age  groups  within  the  church. 
Pastors  and  church  leaders  cannot  sit  back  and  lament 
over  the  inroads  which  television  and  outside  organiza- 
tions are  making  into  our  congregations  if  those  pastors 
and  church  leaders  do  not  at  least  try  to  provide  a  church 
program  which  will  interest  enough  people  enough  of  the 
time  during  the  week  that  these  outside  interests  become 
secondary  in  the  lives  of  the  people.  During  the  past 
few  months  the  program  here  has  been  steadily  growing 
until  it  now  includes — besides  Sunday  School  and  morn- 
ing worship  service — a  flourishing  mid-week  prayer  and 
Bible  study  hour,  a  Children's  Bible  Hour  (meeting  at 
the  same  time  as  the  mid-week  service),  two  active 
Brethren  Youth  Crusader  organizations,  monthly  "As- 
sistants' Day"  in  our  Sunday  School,  monthly  Sunday 
School  Class  night  in  our  evening  service,  a  monthly 
after-service  evening  fellowship  hour,  and  an  extensive 
visitation  program.  Then,  in  addition  to  these  features  we 
have  the  usual  church  auxiliaries — W.  M.  S.,  Laymen's 
Organization,  Junior  and  Senior  Sisterhood,  and  a  num- 
ber of  monthly  class  meetings.  As  a  result  of  this  full 
time  program  the  church  has  a  much  greater  opportunity 
to  be  of  service  and  also  a  much  greater  opportunity  of 
becoming  the  center,  rather  than  the  rim,  of  the  congre- 
gation's life.  The  response  of  the  brethren  here  to  this 
active  program  has  more  than  justified  any  effort  and 
planning  which  have  gone  into  it.  The  local  papers  have 
been  quite  generous  in  helping  to  promote  and  publicize 
this  growing  program,  and  frequently  outside  folks  re- 
mark about  the  fact  that  "things  are  really  happening 
at  The  Brethren  Church." 

The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  cannot  compete  with  the 
world  in  the  type  of  program  it  offers  to  men  and  women, 
but  the  church  can  offer  men  and  women  something  that 
the  World  cannot  give  to  them.  It  is  upon  this  principle 
that  our  full-time  program  is  built. 

This  writer  has  long  felt  that  a  congregation  that  is 
active  in  denominational  matters,  and  a  congregation  that 
is  "sold"  on  its  denominational  program,  is  usually  the 
most  active  in  its  own  area.  Consequently  we  have,  dur- 
ing these  past  seven  months,  emphasized  Brethren  teach- 
ings and  practices  as  they  relate  to  the  Scriptural  teach- 
ings. Tithing  as  the  beginning  of  Christian  stewardship; 
the  confession  of  faith  and  acceptance  of  Christ,  rather 
than  the  "joining  the  church"  emphasis;  the  regular  ex- 
tending of  the  invitation;  an  evangelistic  appeal  in  all 
of  the  services  of  the  church;  and  an  emphasis  upon  the 
separated  life. 

The  brethren  here  have  responded  to  this  program  in  a 
most  encouraging  fashion.  Sunday  School  attendance  is 
fourteen  percent  higher  than  the  same  seven  months  last 
year;  the  Morning  Worship  service  is  very  well  attended; 
evening  service  attendance  for  this  period  has  averaged 
eightyrsix  despite  warnings  from  fellow-pastors  in  the 
town  that  evening  services  do  not  "take"  in  North  Man- 
chester;  and   our  mid-week  service  has  averaged   thirty- 
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five  per  week  over  these  seven  months — the  largest  mid- 
week service  attendance  of  any  of  the  churches  in  the 
city. 

As  we  face  1956  we  look  for  even  greater  accomplish- 
ments in  the  Lord's  work  here,  including  a  much-needed 
educational  annex.  The  challenges  are  great,  the  rewards 
are  great,  but  the  promises  of  the  Master  are  even 
greater.  We  solicit  the  prayers  of  the  brotherhood  that 
He  might  continue  to  lead  and  bless  us. 

Henry  Bates,  Pastor. 

n      H      H 

REVIVAL  AT  COUNTY  LINE 

We  have  been  praying  for  a  revival  in  our  "Hour  of 
Power"  service  each  week,  and  have  shared  our  prayer 
list  together  which  made  a  large  prospect  list.  This  list 
was  mimeographed  so  that  anyone  in  the  church  could 
have  access  to  the  list  of  names.  Earnest  prayer  is  the 
first  step  toward  a  successful  revival.  The  first  church 
in  Acts  2:43  "continued  steadfastly  in  the  apostles'  doc- 
trine and  fellowship,  and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in 
PRAYERS."  This  is  a  perfect  plan  for  us  to  follow  today! 

As  an  answer  to  all  our  prayers  there  were  four  con- 
versions and  three  rededications  on  the  two  Sundays  prior 
to   our  meeting. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Richer 
of  Peru,  Ind.  as  our  Evangelists,  November  16-27.  They 
have  been  in  Evangelistic  work  for  thirty-five  years.  They 
brought  a  lot  of  challenges,  joy  and  zeal   to  our  people 
through  their  fine  singing  and  preaching.  Special  nights 
were  observed  such  as  "Precious  Promise  Night,"  "Wom- 
en and  Girls  Night,"  "Family  Night,"  "Men    and    Boys' 
Night."    On    Sunday    School     Night     twenty-five     Sunday 
j   School   officers   and  teachers   came   forward  for  rededica- 
!  tion.  On  Youth  Night  thirty  youth  came  forward  for  re- 
'  dedication  of  their  lives. 

Rev.  Richer  preaches  the  Word  with  much  sincerity  and 
fervor.  His  messages  have  stirred  our  hearts  to  be  more 
earnest  in  our  Christian  living.  Quite  a  few  have  shown 
greater  interest  in  worship  since  the  revival.  The  unsaved 
are  hard  to  reach  during  a  revival,  but  if  the  Church 
folk  become  revived  then  the  unsaved  will  take  notice 
and  come  to  receive  Christ  as  their  own.  ACTS  2:47,  AND 
HAVING  FAVOR  WITH  ALL  THE  PEOPLE,  THE 
LORD  ADDED  TO  THE  CHURCH  DAILY  SUCH  AS 
SHOULD  BE  SAVED. 

We  were  happy  for  the  response  of  neighboring 
churches  with  their  delegations  and  special  music.  This 
warms  the  hearts  of  all  Christians.  Local  churches  re- 
sponding were  the  LaPaz  Union  and  Church  of  God,  Pine 
Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  then  our  Teegarden, 
Tiosa,  Ardmore,  North  Liberty  and  South  Bend  Breth- 
ren. Many  folk  came  from  the  Plymouth  area  as  the 
Richers  are  well  known  there.  Our  own  church  responded 
nightly  with  special  music  also.  We  are  happy  for  many 
who  are  willing  to  use  their  talents. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  the  Richers  stay  in  our 
home.  Much  spiritual  help  came  from  them.  Sixty-four 
calls  were  made  during  their  presence  here  and  the  Rich- 
ers  were    called   away   three   times   for  funeral   sei-vices. 


Much  encouragement  and  spiritual  help  came  from  the 
Richers!  Only  time  and  eternity  will  tell  the  entire  re- 
sults. God  promises  that  if  the  seed  is  sown  there  will 
always  be  a  harvest.  We  appreciate  that  other  churches 
have  been  praying  for  our  efforts  here.  Continue  to  pray 
as  we  are  expecting  great  victories  this  year! 

Herbert  Gilmer,  Pastor. 


NEWS  FROM  FREMONT,  OHIO 

We  brethi'en  would  like  to  share  with  you  some  of  the 
many  blessings  that  have  been  ours  recently  so  that  you 
may  rejoice  with  us.  God  has  so  wondei-fuUy  answered 
prayers  and  prospered  the  work  in  this  part  of  His  vine- 
yard. 

On  Nov.  6,  the  annual  homecoming  service  was  held  at 
the  church.  Rev.  D.  B.  Flora  was  the  guest  speaker.  A 
Men's  Gospel  Team  from  the  college  and  seminary  sup- 
plied special  music  which  was  much  appreciated.  After 
Rev.  Flora's  inspiring  and  challenging  morning  message 
some  sixty  brethren  gathered  in  the  church  basement  to 
enjoy  a  delicious  meal  and  Christian  fellowship.  Follow- 
ing the  meal.  Rev.  Flora  presented  some  of  his  colored 
slides  of  the  Holy  Land  in  which  he  has  traveled  on  sev- 
eral occasions.  Seventy  were  in  attendance  to  benefit  from 
this  service.  This  figure  represented  our  peak  attendance 
since  the  reopening  of  this  church  in  March,  1955.  How- 
ever, we  were  soon  to  rejoice  again  over  a  broken  record 
in  attendance  as  around  one  hundred  gathered  at  the 
church  Thursday  night,  Dec.  22nd.,  for  our  Christmas 
program.  We  are  proud  of  our  young  people  for  they  put 
on  a  fine  program  of  recitations  and  a  Christmas  play  en- 
titled "Following  the  Star." 

We  do  not  wish  that  anyone  should  think  that  we  con- 
sider numbers  necessarily  an  indication  of  success  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  We  set  forth  these  numerical  figures 
for  the  purpose  of  indicating  that  there  are  many  here  in 
Fremont  still  interested  in  the  Brethren  Church,  and 
worthy  of  your  prayers. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  has  been  reorgan- 
ized with  some  eighteen  interested  ladies.  The  girls  have 
organized  into  a  Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha  with  sev- 
enteen members.  A  dozen  boys  have  organized  and  called 
themselves  the  Christian  Scouts.  Next  on  our  organiza- 
tional plans  is  a  Laymen's  organization  which  we  hope 
to  have  in  the  near  future. 

The  work  has  been  well  financed  by  the  brethren  here 
because  many  are  consecrated  tithers.  We  appreciate  the 
financial  help  of  the  Ohio  District  Mission  Board. 

One  of  the  greatest  needs  at  the  present,  for  which  we 
request  prayer,  is  that  funds  may  be  found  to  purchase  a 
second-hand  bus  in  order  that  we  may  reach  out  to  the 
unchurched  areas. 

There  is  a  great  and  needy  field  here  in  Fremont,  Ohio. 
We  rejoice  that  we  have  been  called  to  serve  here.  With 
the  prayers  of  you  consecrated  brethren  behind  us,  enthu- 
siastic Christians  here  to  help  us,  and  God's  constant 
guidance  and  blessing,  we  shall  build  for  eternity  and 
seek  the  lost  to  win. 

Kenneth  L.  Solomon,  Pastor. 
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NEEDED:  HEARTS  BURDENED   FOR  SINNERS 

CONCERN  FOR  SINNERS  is  not  a  natural  but  a  spir- 
itual desire  instilled  by  the  Holy  Spirit  for  the  sal- 
vation of  the  lost  (Psalm  126:5,  6).  To  be  a  tender  and 
earnest  soul  winner  one  is  motivated  by  a  holy  compas- 
sion engendered  by  grace  (Jude  22,  23).  We  need  to 
be  moved  by  the  tragic  truth  about  sin  and  its  punish- 
ment (Matt.  3:10-12).  As  Christian  workers  we  need  to 
realize  that  there  is  something  for  souls  to  be  saved  from 
(Matt.  5:22,  29,  30).  Imitation  of  conversion  and  the 
new  birth  will  not  do  (Matt.  13:40-42).  Without  the  robe 
of  Christ's  righteousness  one  is  doomed  for  "outer  dark- 
ness"   (Matt.  22:13). 

Not  to  carry  out  the  great  commission  (Matt.  28:  19, 
20)  is  to  be  guilty  of  grave  disobedience.  A  Christian  is 
to  be  fruitful  (Prov.  11:30;  John  15:4,  5).  He  is  to  be 
a  light,  not  hid,  the  salt  of  the  earth,  a  Spirit-filled  wit- 
ness (Matt.  5:13,  14).  If  following  Christ  means  anything 
He  will  make  us  fishers  of  men  (Matt.  4:19).  If  we  are 
not  fruit-bearing  Christians,  it  may  be  that  the  cares  of 
this  world  are  too  much  with  us  (Luke  8:14).  God  expects 
us  to  sacrifice  the  associations  of  dear  ones  (Luke  14:16), 
and  our  property,  if  need  be,  to  win  souls  for  Him  (Matt. 
6:21).  A  multitude  of  professed  Christians  will  have  the 
answer  for  the  unevangelized  world  (Ezek.  33:7,  8).  The 
field  is  ripe  (John  4:35,  36),  and  God  holds  us  respon- 
sible. Are  we  proving  faithful  (Matt.  24:44-46)?  Have  we 
consecrated  ourselves  to  the  work  (Rom.  12:1)? 

"A  hundred  thousand   souls   a   day 
Are   passing  one  by  one  away 
In  Christless  guilt  and  gloom. 
Without   one   ray   of  hope   or   light. 
With  future  dark  as  endless  night 
They  are  passing  to  their  doom. 

"The  Master's  coming  draweth  near, 
The   Son   of  man   will   soon   appear. 
His  kingdom  is  at  hand. 
But  ere  that  glorious  day  can  be 
This   Gospel    of   the   Kingdom   we 
Must  preach  in  every  land. 

"O  let  us  then  His  coming  haste 

0  let  us  end  this  awful  waste 

Of   souls   that  never  die. 

A  thousand  million  still  are  lost 

A   Saviour's  blood  has  paid  the  cost 

0  hear  their  dying  cry. 

"They  are  passing,  passing  fast  away 

A  hundred  thousand  soulsi  a  day 

In  Christless  guilt  and  gloom. 

0  Church  of  Christ,  what  wilt  thou  say 


When  in  the  awful  judgment  day 
They  charge  thee  with  their  doom?" 

To  win  others  we  need  to  show  them  that  all  are  lost 
and  need  a  Saviour  (Isaiah  53:6;  Rom.  3:10,  23),  present 
Jesus  as  Saviour  and  Lord  (John  3:14-18;  Acts  16:30, 
31),  that  there  is  but  one  Saviour  of  the  soul  (Acts  4:12), 
and  explain  the  death  of  Christ  (John  19;  1  John  1:7; 
Isaiah  53). 

Teach  the  new  convert  how  to  avoid  a  wasted  life  (1 
Cor.  3:9-17)  by  having  him  to  publicly  confess  Christ 
(Matt.  10:32,  33;  Rom.  10:9),  be  baptized  (Acts  2:38) 
and  line  up  with  the  church  (Acts  2:47),  work  for  Jesus 
(Eph.  2:10),  worship  God  (Rev.  19:4,  10),  honor  the  Lord 
with  his  substance  (1  Cor.  16:2),  be  filled  with  the  Spirit 
(Eph.  5:18),  study  the  Bible  (2  Tim.  2:15),  win  souls 
(Matt.  4:19),  pray  (1  Thess.  5:17),  be  happy  (1  Thess. 
5:16),  and  always  put  Jesus  first  (Matt.  10;  Lu.  14). 


Lesson 

Comments 

by 
William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  For  January  29,  1956 

GOD'S  CONCERN  FOR  SINNERS 

Lesson:  Luke  15:1-10 

GOD'S  CONCERN  ought  to  be  our  concern.  The  les- 
son topic  states  that  God  is  concerned  for  the  sin- 
ner. This  clearly  implies  that  we  are  to  manifest  the 
same  compassion  for  those  who  are  lost  in  sin. 

The  world  should  rejoice  in  the  marvellous  truth  of 
God's  undying  love  for  lost  humanity.  Concern  is  not 
unusual.  It  is  manifest  every  day.  The  mother  is  con- 
cerned for  her  child;  the  husband  for  his  wife;  the 
teacher  for  the  pupil. 

What,  then,  makes  God's  concern  for  sinners  so 
unique?  "But  God  commendeth  His  love  toward  us,  in 
that,  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us" 
(Rom.    5:8.) 

The  wonderful  love  of  God  is  seen  in  His  concern  for 
men  who  are  at  enmity  with  Him.  Those  who  are  indif- 
ferent— callous — sacrilegious — abusive! 

Christ's  love  and  concern  was  shown  at  His  mock  trial 
before  Pilate  and  His  accusers.  It  was  seen  in  His  atti- 
tude toward  those  who  buffeted  Him  and  spat  upon  Him. 
It  was  revealed  in  His  dying  words:  "Father,  forgive 
them;  for  they  know  not  what  they  do"  (Luke  23:34). 

The  parable  of  the  Lost  Sheep  and  the  Lost  Coin  was 
spoken  by  Christ  because  the  sanctimonious  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  could  not  understand  why  He  would  conde- 
scend to  eat  with  publicans  and  sinners.  "Of  course  I  eat 
with  sinners,"  Jesus  would  say  to  them.  "Do  you  not 
know  the  Son  of  Man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save  that 
which  is  lost?" 

Missing  in  this  present  generation  of  weak,  vacillating 
Christians  is  that  burning  passion  for  the  souls  of  men! 
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The  passion  of  a  David  Brainerd,  who  in  a  brief  three 
or  four  years  of  missionary  endeavor  among  the  Indians 
of  the  Hudson  River  Valley,  so  manifested  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  that  he  was  able  to  influence  Henry  Martyn  and 
William  Carey  to  go  as  missionaries  to  the  land  of  India. 
The  passion  of  a  Robert  Moffat  willing  to  devote  53  years 
of  his  life  as  a  servant  of  God  in  South  Africa;  and  of 
a  David  Livingstone  who,  according  to  Dr.  R.  H.  Glover, 
travelled  11,000  miles  entirely  on  foot  during  his  first 
four  years  in  Africa  in  order  that  he  might  carry  the 
Gospel  to  those  who  had  not  heard! 

If  this  passage  of  Scripture  reveals  nothing  else,  it 
brings  to  light  this  truth:  Jesus  realized  that  men  are 
interested  in  a  lost  sheep,  or  a  lost  coin,  but  care  little 
for  a  lost  soul! 

Such  is  the  condemnation  of  our  age — and,  most  tragic 
of  all,  even  of  the  church! 
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CLINE-BENNINGTON.  Miss  Nancy  Jean  Cline  be- 
came the  bride  of  Donald  Lee  Bennington  in  a  beautiful 
wedding  December  25th,  3:30  P.  M.  in  the  Sanctuary 
of  the  Mill  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  service 
was  followed  by  a  reception  in  the  Social  Hall.  A  large 
company  of  friends  and  well-wishers  were  present.  The 
service  was  read  by  the  groom's  pastor,  the  undersigned. 
John  F.  Locke,  Pastor  Mr.  Olive  Brethren  Church. 


NATIONAL  S.  S.  ASSOCIATION 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 

be  hauled.  Layman  Peck  and  Grusch  worked  feverishly  to 
get  water  from  the  well,  but  finally  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion there  was  just  not  enough  water  in  the  well.  It  will 
be  wonderful  when  the  Kansas  City,  city  water  system 
is  extended  to  Camp  WYANDOTTE. 

The  boat  ride  on  Wyandotte  Lake  was  a  real  thrill.  The 
boat  had  to  make  two  trips  to  carry  all  campers  and  staff. 
Second  trip  out  we  encountered  a  severe  rain  storm.  It 
got  so  bad  the  patrol  boat  had  to  comel  out  to  see  if  we 
were  O.  K.  This  brought  to  our  attention  the  Biblical 
illustration  of  the  apostles  on  the  tempestuous  sea  and 
the  Master  stilling  the  waves.  All  got  back  to  land  in 
safety  with  no  ill  effects  except  a  wetting. 

Many  gave  their  heart  to  the  Lord  in  this  camp  during 
the  vesper  service  which  was  in  charge  of  Rev.  Claude 
Stogsdill. 

The  latter  part  of  the  week  my  mother  and  sister  came 
into  camp  to  take  us  with  them  on  a  trip  to  the  Pacific 
coast.  We  stored  our  Dodge  in  Kansas  City  and  went  in 
Jean's  Plymouth.  The  Lord  gave  us  a  wonderful  trip. 
We  disliked  missing  General  Conference,  but  we  felt  this 
might  be  the  only  opportunity  for  such  a  trip.  On  our 
way  back  we  picked  up  our  car  and  arrived  home  Sun- 
day evening,  August  28,  at  about  9:30  P.  M.  just  in  time 
to  start  a  new  school  year  the  next  day. 

We  praise  God  for  the  opportunity  we  had  of  serving 
the  Lord  in  this  capacity  again  in  our  Brethren  camps, 
and  for  the  wonderful  way  He  watched  over  us  as  we 
traveled  the  busy  highways. 

Our  thanks  to  the  brotherhood  for  helping  to  make  such 
a  trip  possible  through  White  Gift  offerings  to  the  Na- 
tional Sunday  School  Association. 

As  we  write  this,  we  have  just  learned  that  someone 
else  will  represent  the  National  S.  S.  Board  in  the  camps 
next  year.  We  sincerely  hope  that  the  few  years  Wadena 
and  I  have  spent  in  the  summer  camps  have  been  profit- 
able to  all  concerned. 

Yours  in  His  Service, 
Walter  and  Wadena  Wertz,  Conemaugh,  Penna. 


MAJOOR.  Mrs.  Gertrude  Majoor,  member  of  the  Ard- 
more  Brethren  Church,  passed  away,  Oct.  31,  1955  at  home 
after  a  nine  month's  illness.  Born,  Chicago,  June  28,  1897. 
Married  to  Louis  H.  Majoor,  Mar.  4,  1913.  Survived  by 
husband,  two  daughters,  seven  grandchildren.  Funeral 
from  Church  by  her  pastor,  Arthur  J.  Tinkel.  Interment, 
Chapel  Hill  Memorial  Gardens. 

Mrs.  Marshall  Harman,  Cor.  Sec'y. 


SHOWALTER.  Wendell  Holmes  Showalter  who  died 
Dec.  11,  1955  at  the  age  of  39  years  and  9  months  as  a 
result  of  a  fall  from  a  building  in  Harrisonburg,  Vir- 
ginia, was  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewer  Showalter. 
Services  held  in  the  Mt.  Olive  Church  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Rev.  W.  F.  Garber  of  the  Mill  Creek  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Interment  was  made  in  the  family  lot  in 
the  Mt.  Olive  Cemetery. 

-    .      John  F.  Locke. 


RESOLUTIONS 
OF  RESPECT  AND  SYMPATHY 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Brethren 
Church  of  Goshen,  Indiana,  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tions on  the  death  of  one  of  our  members,  Mrs.  Katie 
Gulp,  on  November  22,  1955. 

Whereas,  it  pleased  an  all-wise  and  merciful  God  to  call 
our  sister,  co-laborer,  and  friend  from  earthly  labor  to  re- 
ward, therefore  be  it  resolved: 

First:  That  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  will 
of  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well. 

Second:  That  having  died  in  faith  believing,  we  will 
not  mourn  as  those  without  hope,  but  will  anticipate 
meeting  her  some  day  in  that  happy  home  in  Heaven. 

Third:  That  we  tender  her  bereaved  daughter,  Mrs. 
Lee  Miller,  our  heartfelt  sympathy,  and  pray  that  God's 
sustaining  grace  may  be  her  comfort  in  this  sad  bereave- 
ment. 

Fourth:  That  these  resolutions  be  placed  on  the  minutes 
of  our  Society,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  family,  and  one  to 
our  church  paper. 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 

WHAT    IT   TAKES 

ANYONE  who  has  attempted  to  lead  young  people  in 
the  local  church  knows  that  you  have  to  give  of 
yourself  and  yours  to  keep  the  youth  program  going.  One 
knows  too  that  in  order  to  give  he  must  have  something 
to  give;  one  might  ask,  "What  does  it  take  to  be  a  youth 
worker?"  Just  as  any  pi'eacher  must  have  something 
both  in  his  heart  and  his  mind  to  deliver  a  sermon  to  his 
congregation,  so  the  youth  worker  must  have  something 
in  his  mind  and  heart  to  give  to  his  young  people.  In  the 
long  run,  he  is  attempting  to  do  the  same  thing  with  the 
young  people — in  a  modified  way — as  the  preacher  is  try- 
ing to  do  with  his  congregation.  He  wants  them  to  grow 
into  mature  spiritual  individuals.  Obviously,  if  he  does 
not  accomplish  this  end  he  has  not  accomplished  the 
thing  for  which  the  Church  exists.  This  should  be  the 
purpose — and  it  should  be  stated  somewhere  in  writing, 
probably  the  constitution — of  every  Christian  organiza- 
tion.  All  other  goals   are   simply  means   to   this  end. 

Again,  we  are  thinking  about  qualifications  for  youth 
leaders.  It  has  been  the  custom  for  so  long  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  "willing  workers"  and  "elect"  them  to  do  all 
of  the  work  of  the  church,  that  we  feel  that  this  subject 
cannot  be  overdone.  The  custom  is  to  select  someone  of 
the  "right  age"  who  has  certain  social  qualifications  and 
who  will  not  offend  the  young  people.  Of  course  some  of 
these  characteristics  are  important,  but  the  truth  is  that 
few  who  live  a  normal  life  are  actually  undesirable  for 
the  position  if  their  spiritual  qualities  are  good  or  above 
average.  Many  times  the  social  type  is  actually  too  hilar- 
ious to  make  a  good  spiritual  leader. 

HE  MUST  BE  GROWN  UP 

The  youth  worker  must  be  emotionally  secure  so  that 
he  gives  the  sense  of  security  to  those  who  are  his  re- 
sponsibility. Young  people  are  as  changeable  as  the 
weather  and  actually  enjoy  their  changes  in  moods  from 
time  to  time,  but  they  want  and  need  someone  near  who, 
while  he  is  a  close  friend,  does  not  vacillate  and  show 
signs  of  insecurity  and  moodiness  in  himself.  He  must 
show  the  type  of  dependability  which  he  is  attempting  to 
train  in  them.  I  can  imagine  that  the  Air  Force  Cadet,  no 
matter  how  frivolous  he  may  seem,  desires  a  settled,  sta- 
ble trainer  who  will  cause  some  of  his  confidence  and 
stability  to  "i-ub  off"  on  himself  during  training.  Flying 
the  plane  will  someday  be  his  job — in  solo  !.. 

This  emotional  stability  must  be  actual,  not  just  super- 
ficial, for  even  after  the  parties,  the  near  failures  in  the 
meetings,  the  confidence  must  remain.  The  goals  must  be 
kept  in  mind,  and  a  determination  to  pursue  an  elastic 
program  which  will  eventually  result  in  reaching  these 
goals.  Sudden  interruptions  and  explosions  of  all  types 
must  not  interfere  with  the  steady,  sure  pace  of  the  youth 
program.  The  one  who  directs  such  a  program  must  not 
be,  cannot  be  a  mere  child! 


CONFIDENCE  AND   HOPE 

Whose  task  is  this — the  leader's  or  Christ's?  By  keep- 
ing in  mind  that  the  challenge  is  of  God,  and  that  the 
blessings  come  from  Him,  the  leader  must  proceed  with 
confidence  and  good  cheer.  Blow-ups  and  temper  tantrums 
and  lost  confidence  belong  to  the  realm  of  the  hireling 
who  is  in  charge  for  some  reason  other  than  the  call  of 
God.  If  the  program  fails  most  certainly  it  tells  some- 
thing about  the  program,  the  leaders  and  the  youth.  Try 
another  approach.  Try,  try,  try  under  the  help  and  influ- 
ence of  the  Holy  Spirit.  There  is  not  just  one  way  to  do 
a  thing.  Get  someone — perhaps  one  or  two  of  the  youth — 
to  assist  you  and   give  you  suggestions. 

A  spirit  of  confidence  itself  will  help  put  across  many 
ideas  which  otherwise  would  fail. 

LEAD  THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE 

There  is  much  good  in  everyone,  especially  a  young 
person  who  has  not  yet  fallen  into  the  depths  and  deg- 
radation of  the  world.  Christ  not  only  came  to  save  for, 
but  also  to  save  from.  He  not  only  came  to  save,  but  to 
show  how.  His  life  of  more  than  thirty  years  would  not 
have  been  so  necessary — He  could  have  died  as  an  infant 
to  pay  the  penalty  of  sin — if  God  did  not  mean  for  us  to 
follow  His  example  of  living,  as  well  as  believe  in  His 
death.  And  so  We  are  not  only  to  tell  them,  but  to  show 
them.  My  observation  is  that  young  people  today  are  not 
so  much  rebelling  against  the  previous  generation  as 
they  are  mimicking  them. 

Give  them  an  opportunity  to  give  their  opinions  and  ex- 
press their  doubts  without  consigning  them  to  the  lower 
regions.  It  probably  is  their  way  of  "letting  off  steam," 
and  the  very  act  may  lessen  the  pressure  and  reduce  the 
doubts.  Along  with  the  big  hearts  and  mouths  (of  advice) 
today  we  need  more  "big  ears"  that  vdll  listen  un- 
derstandingly  to  problems.  As  I  look  back  over  the  years 
I  note  that  those  people  who  still  irritate  my  thinking  are 
those  who  wanted  to  "advise"  me,  instruct  me,  continu- 
ally instead  of  understanding  me.  Those  whom  I  love  and 
remember  are  those  who  heard  me  out,  even  when  I  was 
wrong  (which  was  most  of  the  time!) 
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BUILDING  AND  BUILDING 

BUILDING  WITH  BRICKS  and  building  with  young 
people — both  are  important.  We  build  with  bricks  to 
house  the  buildings  not  made  with  hands — God's  children. 
WHICH  IS  THE  MOST  TANGIBLE?  Lay  your  hand  on 
a  brick — then  lay  it  on  the  shoulder  of  a  young  man — 
which  will  bring  the  most  lasting  impression  upon  the 
community,  the  church  the  world?  Youth  are  the  most 
tangible,  the  most  pliable  substance  in  the  world  with 
which  to  build!  We  cannot  build  churches  without  them! 
To  reach  our  young  people  today  with  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  is  to  guarantee  tomorrow  to  fill  those  churches 
with   capable   leaders — and,  need   we   say,   followers. 
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INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


AT  BANFF  in  the  Canadian  Rockies  are  gardens  which 
fulfill  the  dreams  of  all  who  love  flowers  and  try 
to  grow  them  to  the  peak  of  perfection.  Great  tall  del- 
phinium, pansies  four  to  five  inches  across — unbelievable 
beauty!  Ideal  growing  conditions — in  this  case,  cool  bright 
days  and  plenty  of  moisture — cause  plants  to  respond  in 
an  amazing  manner. 

The  wise  gardener  knows  that  he  can't  grow  shade- 
loving  plants  in  bright  sunlight,  and  nothing  is  sorrier 
than  plants  struggling  to  survive  under  growing  condi- 
tions wholly  unsuitable.  Even  less  can  we  ignore  provid- 
ing the  climate  needed  for  spiritual  growth  and  flowering. 
Deeds  of  mercy  which  fall  like  "the  gentle  dew  from 
heaven,"  prayer  which  keeps  us  in  vital  contact  with  God, 
meeting  and  working  with  Christian  people,  forgiving  as 
the  Heavenly  Father  forgives  us,  worship,  reading  and 
meditating  upon  the  Word  and  upon  what  great  souls 
have  written,  unselfish  giving  of  ourselves  and  what  we 
have,  loving  as  Christ  taught  us  to  love  one  another — 
these  are  the  growing  conditions  which  produce  beautiful 
lives.  In  climate  like  this  grow  lives  that  are  like  plants 
which  push  to  the  top  of  the  wall  and  tumble  over,  bring- 
ing fruit  and  beauty  to  the  neighbors. 

But  we  can  not  have  luxuriant  growth  without  meeting 
the  conditions  for  it.  God  through  Christ  has  shown  the 
plan  for  a  rich  life  which  can  thrive  when  outward  condi- 
tions seem  impossible.  The  climate  for  spiritual  growth  is 
provided  from  within.  Let  us  stop  being  puny  Christians 
and  give  ourselves  a  chance  to  bloom — the  fruit  will  fol- 
low. 

Mildred    Furry, 

Mansfield,  Ohio. 
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Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  Brethren  Publishing  Com- 
pany, and  address  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company,  524 
College   Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio. 


BELLEFONTAINE,  OHIO.  GRETNA,  OHIO.  Many  of 
our  churches  have  prepared  and  sent  donations  of  food 
and  clothing  to  our  mission  points  in  Kentucky  over  the 
Christmas  season.  Gretna  has  supplied  us  with  a  list  of 
the  things  done  by  their  group:  The  W.  M.  S.  sent  money 
and  92  lbs  clothing  to  Lost  Creek,  and  37  lbs.  to  Kryp- 
ton. The  B.  Y.  C.  sent  a  20  lb.  box  of  gifts  to  Lost  Creek, 
The  Brethren  Builder's  Class  sent  30  lbs.  of  candy  to  Lost 
Creek  and  a  like  amount  to  Krypton. 

WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  Missionaries  Dennis  and 
Claire  Snell  presented  their  colored  film,  "Airmail  From 
God"  in  the  West  Alexandria  Church  the  evening  of  Jan- 
uary 4th. 

The  Christian  Westei'n  Film,  "Mr.  Texas,"  was  shown 
in  the  West  Alexandria  church  the  evenings  of  January 
14th  and  15th. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Brother  and  Sister  C.  A.  Stewart 
ai-e  spending  several  weeks  following  January  11th  at  the 
Brethren's  Home,  during  the  absence  of  the  Superinten- 
dent and  Matron,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Kuns. 

Brother  Stewart  was  the  speaker  on  Thursday  evening, 
January  5th  at  the  Flora  Week  of  Prayer  services,  which 
service  was  held  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Olsen,  Mis- 
sionary Candidates  fi'om  Grace  Methodist  Church,  were 
guests  of  the  Elkhart  Brethren  the  evening  of  January 
8th,  at  which  time  they  presented  slides,  and  told  of  the 
work  of  the  African  Inland  Mission. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  The  Elkhart  Salvation  Army 
Commander  was  guest  speaker  at  the  Nappanee  Laymen's 
Dinner  meeting  held  the  evening  of  January  9th. 

DENVER,  INDIANA.  The  following  will  be  of  interest 
to  the  many  friends  of  Brother  and  Sister  G.  L.  Maus, 
who  recently  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniver- 
sary. Brother  Maus  writes  to  the  Editor: 

"We  received  so  many  congratulation  cards,  letters, 
phone  calls  and  gifts  from  all  over  the  Brotherhood,  that 
I  will  hardly  find  time  to  answer  all  of  them. 

"There  were  three  hundred  people  in  our  home  that 
day  and  many  more  would  have  been  here,  if  the  roads 
had  not  been  icy. 

"We  did  appreciate  everything  and  would  like  to  take 
this  way  to  say,  'THANK  YOU.'  " 
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Items  of  fjeneral   Interest 


LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Bruce  C,  Shanholtz 
was  given  a  call  for  another  year  as  Pastor,  at  a  recent 
business   meeting. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND,  The  average  Sunday  School 
attendance  for  1955  was  announced  as  141, 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. The  Parsonage  Fund  continues  to  increase  with  a 
recent  Cash  Day  offering  of  $200,00, 

The  Sisterhood  is  scheduled  to  conduct  the  evening 
service  on  February  19th,  at  which  time  the  sound  film, 
"The  African  Prince,"  is  to  be  shown. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Guest 
speakers  and  special  programs  continue  to  fill  the  pulpit 
of  the  Third  Brethren,  Recent  speakers  were:  Rev,  W. 
M.  Peffer  and  Rev,  Carl  Fisher,  of  Johnstown;  the 
sound  film,  "The  Flickering  Flame"  was  shown  the  eve- 
ning of  January  8th, 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO,  The  W,  M.  S,  and  Laymen  con- 
ducted the  evening  service  on  January  8th,  The  Steward- 
ship  Film,  "Stranger  in  the  House"  was  shown, 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO,  Two  new  members  were  received 
into  the   Church  on  January  15th, 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO,  An  attendance  of  14  is  noted 
for  the  first  meeting  of  the  newly  organized  Young 
Adults    Sunday   School  class. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Brother  Alvin  H.  Grumbling  has  re- 
ceived a   call   to   continue  as  Pastor  for  another  year. 

AKRON,  INDIANA.  Elijah  Odokora,  a  college  student 
and  native  of  Africa,  presented  the  message  at  the  morn- 
ing service,  January  22nd. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  From  the  Goshen  bulletin  we 
learn  that  Brother  W.  I.  Duker  is  feeling  much  better 
and  is  able  to  be  out  of  bed  for  a  short  time.  Let  us 
continue  to  remember  him  in  prayer. 

HOWE,  INDIANA.  BRIGHTON  BRETHREN.  Dennis 
and  Claire  Snell  are  scheduled  to  conduct  services  in  the 
Brighton  church  on  January  29th, 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA,  Rev,  O,  B.  Hall,  Indiana  Temper- 
ance League  representative,  was  speaker  the  evening  of 
January  15th  in  the  Muncie  church. 

(Continued  on  Page   14) 


COMING  EVENTS 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Cam- 
paign— January  30th  through  February  12th. — Rev.  Hen- 
ry Bates,  Pastor-Evangelist, 

MEXICO,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— February  6-lS 
— Rev,  Percy  C,  Miller,  Evangelist;  Rev,  Wayne  Swihart,! 
Pastor, 


PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIATION 

MEETING 

Monday,  January  30th,  10:00  A.  M. 

Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania 

Program  includes  Membership  Records,  Roll 
Revision,  and  Church  Finance.  To  present  the  lat- 
ter, Dr.  Shultz,  Vice  President  of  Wells  Orgain 
ization,  a  Christian  fund  raising  organization,  will 
be  coming  from  Chicago. 

Ministers  are  urged  to  bring  a  member  of  their 
Finance  Committee,  or  some  other  leading  lay- 
man from  their  churches  with  them  to  this  meet-" 
ing.  Dr.  Shultz  will  speak  at  1:00  P.  M. 

A  pot-luck  dinner  will  be  held  at  noon. 

Horace  Huse,  Secretary. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE 

The  Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen  will 
hold  their  regular  Quarterly  meeting  at  the  Bur^ 
lington,  Indiana,  Brethren  Church  on  Mondaj 
Evening,  February  20th,  1956.  We  especially  urge 
a  good  attendance,  as  there  will  be  a  special  pro! 
gram,  the  guest  speaker  being  Dennis  Snell,  Mis^ 
sionary  of  the  "Air  Mail  from  God  Mission"  ii 
Mexico.  Special  music  by  the  men's  quartet  on 
Burlington. 

Supper  hour  6:00  to  7:00  central  standan 
time.  Please  send  reservations  to  the  Burlingtoi 
church. 

C.  E.  Keplinger,  Sec'y. 
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Tlie    Wilderness   Voice 


JOHN,  THE  BAPTIST,  the  forerunner  of  Jesus 
Christ,  was  as  a  "voice  of  one  crying  in  the 
wilderness."  Matt.  3:1-10.  His  was  the  voice,  the 
;nessage  of  the  Lord  God.  His  message  was 
beamed  at  that  generation  of  people,  literally  in 
the  wilderness  of  sin. 

People  of  that  day  were  listening  to  "voices." 
Yes,  voices  of  politicians,  religious  leaders,  econ- 
omists. They  listened  to  talk  of  war  and  peace, 
for  it  was  everywhere.  A  kind  of  fear  was  also 
3n  every  hand.  Discontent,  because  of  oppression 
md  high  taxes  was  prevalent.  The  voices  of  the 
planners  and  the  "cure-alls"  filled  the  land. 

What  matter  then  that  one  more  voice  ap- 
peared? But  wait,  this  "voice"  was  crying  in  a 
lifferent  tone.  What  was  his  message?  "Repent 
^e:  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand."  This 
kvas  a  new  angle.  Had  not  the  general  theme  of 
i;he  day  been  selfishness,  conceit,  smugness, 
"strength  within  our  own  hands"  policy?  This  new 
raice  was  advocating  a  return  to  God  for  peace 
—through  confession  of  sin  and  a  turning  from 
ivays  of  unrighteousness.  Small  wonder  then  that 
lohn  was  considered  "odd." 

Nearly  2000  years  later,  every  conceivable  voice 
is  heard  as  a  dinning  babel.  Our  leaders  and  our 
planners  give  visions  of  greater  things  to  come 
IS  a  result  of  man's  ingenuity,  creativeness  and 
productivity.  We  are  "assured,"  so  they  say,  that 
there  can  be  "no  end."  At  the  same  time,  other 
v^oices  are  adding  their  decibels  to  the  din  by  an- 
nouncing the  failure  of  peace  talks — others  are 
indicating  the  constant  increase  of  moral  and  civil 
t)reakdown. 

What,  then,  is  the  answer?  Almost,  even  in  the 
religious  world,  the  voice  of  the  Word  of  God,  is 
as  a  voice  crying  in  the  wilderness. 

(Anyone  who  is  tempted  to  accept  all  religious 
thought  as  "gospel  truth"  should  take  note  that 


in  the  days  of  John,  The  Baptist,  his  message 
from  God  was  not  in  harmony  with  the  strong 
organized  religion  of  the  day.  Even  to  those  who 
were  high  in  the  Jewish  religious  life,  the  Phar- 
isees and  Sadducees  (Matt.  3:7),  were  told  by 
John  to  "bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance." 
Matt,  3:8.  We  cannot  accept  as  truth  today  every 
religious  opinion  simply  because  it  has  a  clerical 
blessing  upon  it!) 

Amidst  the  blaring  tumult  of  the  day  let  us 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Word  of  God  as  a  "sure 
cure"  for  the  ills  of  our  land,  "If  my  people, 
which  are  called  by  my  name,  shall  humble  them- 
selves, and  pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn 
from  their  wicked  ways;  then  will  I  hear  from 
heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  sin,  and  will  heal 
their  land."  II  Chron.  7:14.  In  this  day  of  many 
voices,  let  us  give  heed  to  the  message  of  the 
Word  of  the  Lord.  It  won't  be  the  message  of  the 
world — but  it  will  be  that  which  will  bring  the 
peace  that  passeth  understanding.  It  will  bring  a 
challenge  to  be  as  a  tree  planted  by  the  waters — 
not  moved  by  storms  or  stress.  It  will  fire  us  to 
Christian  service  and  witnessing. 

When  the  noise  and  the  tumult  dies,  which 
voice  do  you  think  will  be  speaking  forth?  Yes, 
it  will  be  the  voice  of  the  Lord  eternal — often  ig- 
nored today  and  shoved  aside,  but  in  that  day,  to 
be  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords. 

If  the  "many  voices"  today  leave  you  with  un- 
rest, doubt  and  a  feeling  of  insecurity,  then  open 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  from  its  pages,  secure 
for  yourself  the  answers  for  life's  problems.  Per- 
mit its  message  to  speak  to  your  heart,  pouring 
over  you  the  eternal  blessings  of  a  faith  that  sees 
beyond  the  babel  of  time,  and  which,  in  this  day, 
can  chart  for  you  a  safe  course  with  Christ  as 
the  Master  of  your  fate,  and  the  Pilot  of  your 
Soul.— W.  S.  B. 
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New      TCStHinCnt      Doctrines  BeHeved  and  practised  by  People  Called  Brethren. 

By  L.  O.  McCartneysmith 

"Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you." 


SIGNS  of  the  END  of  the  WORLD 

or. 

The  END  of  HUMAN  GOVERNMENT 


"So  likewise  ye,  when  ye  see  these  things  come  to  pass, 
know  ye  that  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  nigh  at  hand"  (Luke 
21:3L 

TN  A  PREVIOUS  DISCUSSION  of  the  Doctrine  of  The 
■*-  Second  Coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  His  conversation  with 
His  disciples  relating  to  the  destruction  of  the  Jewish 
Temple,  His  second  coming,  and  the  end  of  the  world, 
was  mentioned.  In  this  conversation  His  disciples  asked 
Him  three  questions:  (1)  When  shall  these  things  (The 
destruction  of  the  Jewish  Temple),  be?  (2)  What  shall 
be  the  sign  of  Thy  Coming?  (3)  What  shall  be  the  sign 
of  the  end  of  the  world?  (In  the  original  Greek  in  which 
the  New  Testament  was  written  it  is  "The  end  of  the 
age"). 

We  are  now  living  in  a  world  governed  by  human  be- 
ings; known  to  the  Jews  as  "Gentile  Government."  This 
"Gentile  World  government,"  known  in  the  Scripture  as 
"The  Times  of  The  Gentiles,"  began  as  far  as  the  Jews 
are  concerned,  with  the  Captivity  of  Judah  and  Jerusa- 
lem by  Nebuchadnezzar  in  the  year  610  B.  C.  (See  2 
Chronicles  36:1-21).  Since  that  time  Jerusalem  has  been 
under  Gentile  Government.  Relative  to  this  it  is  recorded 
in  Luke  21:24  by  the  word  of  Jesus  Christ:  "And  Jerusa- 
lem shall  be  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles  until  the  times 
of  the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled."  At  the  birth,  and  during  the 
time  Jesus  Christ  was  on  earth,  Jerusalem  was  ruled  by 
Roman  Gentile  Government.  Under  this  "Gentile  Govern- 
ment," one  ruler  after  another  has  undertaken  to  estab- 
lish a  great  "World  Empire,"  beginning  with  the  dynasty 
of  Babel,    (or  confusion),  which   God  has  destroyed. 

The  most  outstanding  of  these  are:  (1)  The  Babylon- 
ian World  Empire,  which  God  weighed  in  the  balances 
and  found  wanting.  (2)  The  dynasty  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians.  (3)  The  Grecian  World  Empire,  under  direction 
of  Alexander  the  Great.  This  empire  dissolved  beneath 
the  heel  of  Roman  dictators.  (4)  The  Roman  World  Em- 
pire, ruled  by  the  Caesars.  In  fulfillment  of  Daniel's 
prophecy  (Dan.  2:34-35)  this  world  empire  was  crushed 
by  the  "Stone"  that  was  cut  out  without  hands,  and  "be- 


came like  the  dust  of  the  summer  threshing  floors,  and 
no  place  was  found  for  it." 

The  "dust"  or  remnants  of  the  old  Romaii)  Empire,  are 
now  scattered  over  the  world;  and  from  time  to  time  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  set  up  from  these  "remnants"! 
a  new  Super-world  Government.  Examples  have  beem 
seen  in  Hitler's  attempt.  In  Mussolini's.  In  the  Soviet 
dictatorship.  One  by  one  these  ungodly  empires  have  risem 
and  fallen,  because  they  were  not  of  God.  And  last,  but! 
not  least,  we  now  have  the  remnants  of  this  "dust"  as- 
sembling under  the  name  of  "The  United  Nations,"  un- 
dertaking to  "police"  the  world  in  its  actions.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  in  its  organization,  God  was  com- 
pletely left  out;  according  to  newspaper  reports:  because 
there  was  no  indication  of  a  word  of  Scripture  being  read; 
not  a  single  verse  of  praise  sung;  not  a  single  prayer 
offered  for  its  success.  It  was  said  that  the  Moderator 
asked  for  a  pause  for  "a  moment  of  meditation,"  what-j 
ever  he  meant  by  that  was  left  unexplained!  Neither  has 
there  gone  on  record  anything  about  the  name  of  God 
being  brought  into  use  in  the  opening  of  any  of  its  meet-1 
ings,  as  far  as  the  writer  has  observed! 

Relative  to  these  things  God  has  spoken.  Six  hundred! 
and    three    years    before    the    birth   of   Jesus    Christ,    Gocj 
spoke  through  His  Prophet,  Daniel,  in  these  words:  "And' 
in  the  days  of  these  kings  shall  the  God  of  heaven  set  up 
a  Kingdom  which  shall  never  be  destroyed:  and  the  King- 
dom  shall  not  be  left  to  other  people,  but  it  shall  breal| 
in   pieces  and  consume  all  these  kingdoms,  and  it   shall 
stand   forever"    (Daniel  2:44).   This  is    the    Kingdom    oi; 
which  the   Angel   Gabriel  spoke  to  Mary,  the  Mother  oj' 
Jesus    Christ   in   the    Annunciation :    "And  the   Lord   Go( ; 
shall    give   unto   Him   the   Throne   of  His    Father  David 
and  He  shall  reign  over  the  House  of  Jacob  for  ever;  anc 
of  His  Kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end"   (Luke  1:32-33) 
Again,  we  read  in  Revelation  20:6:  "Blessed  and  holy  i; 
he  that  hath  part  in  the  first  resurrection:  on  such  the 
second  death  hath  no  power,  but  they  shall  be  priests  o: 
God  and  of  Christ,  and  shall  reign  with  Him  a  thousanc  | 
years." 
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Christian  men  and  women  are  now  being  prepared  for 
;his  Kingdom;  because  His  people  must  be  a  "prepared" 
Deople.  He  tells  us  that  they  must  be  "ready,"  and  that 
■equires  preparation.  In  speaking  of  the  signs  of  the 
!nd  of  the  age,  or  end  of  the  world,  Jesus  speaks  in  this 
nanner:  "So  likewise  ye,  when  y©  see  these  things  come 

0  pass,  know  ye  that  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand" 
Xuke  21:31). 

BUT  WHAT  ARE  THE  SIGNS  OF  THE  END  OF  THE 
tVORLD?  Just  what  may  we  look  for  that  we  may  know 
he  end  is  nigh?  What  are  thej  signs  of  the  end  of  Gen- 
ile  Human  Government?  We  may  discern  it  in  both  the 
)ld  and  the  New  Testament  prophecies  under  the  head- 
ng  of  "In  the  Last  Days"  relating  to  the  end  of  the  age, 
>r  of  human  government.  These  same  prophecies  are  be- 
ng  daily  fulfilled  visibly  in  the  Political,  Social,  and  Re- 
igious  phases  of  human  life.  These  signs,  like  mile- 
tones  along  life's  highway,  unerringly  point  toward  the 
nding  of  human  government,  and  the  establishment  of 
The  Kingdom  that  shall  have  no  end."  Political  fulfill- 
aent  is  recorded  in  the  world's  histories  relating  to  the 
ising  and  falling  of  various  political  kingdoms. 

During  the  first  half  of  this  century  great  changes 
lave  been  made  in  world  government;  so  that  the  maps 
f  almost  the  entire  world  have  been  radically  changed, 
empires  have  been  hastily  set  up,  and  just  as  quickly 
alien;  leaving  some  nations  practically  destitute.  These 
rars  have  greatly  shaken  and  shattered  many  kingdoms; 
,nd  we  are  now  listening  to  the  "rumors"  of  wai's  spoken 
>f  by  Jesus  Christ  to  His  disciples  in  thesQ  words:  "And 
e  shall  hear  of  wars  and  rumors  wars:  see  that  ye  be 
lot  troubled:  for  all  these  things  must  come  to  pass,  but 
he  end  is  not  yet.  For  nation  shall  rise  against  nation, 
;nd  kindom  against  kingdom  ...  all  these  are  the  be- 
finning  of  sorrows"   (Matthew  24:6-7). 

1  At  this  present  moment,  it  seems  that  the  entire  world 
f  human  government  is  frantically  preparing  for  war. 
lust  why,  no  one  seems  to  understand:  but  vast  armies, 
[lillions  of  young  men,  are  being  "readied"  all  over  the 
/orld.  Billions  of  dollars  are  being  set  apart  for  "De- 
ense."  Just  who  may  fire  the  first  gun,  or  drop  the  first 
omb,  no  one   knows!   Yet  almost  everyone  feels  that  it 

imminent!  Yet  there  seems  to  be  no  visible  reason 
3r  war! 

Great  social  signs  are  to  be  seen;  but  perhaps  the  most 
utstanding  fulfillment  in  prophecy  in  the  phase  of  society 

the  great  increase  of  knowledge.  Five  hundred  and 
lirty-four  years  before  Christ  was  born,  the  Prophet 
•aniel,  in  the  last  chapter  of  his  prophetic  utterance,  was 

mmanded:  "But  thou,  O  Daniel,  shut  up  the  words, 
tid  seal  the  book,  even  to(  the  time  of  the  end;  Many 
lall  run  to  and  fro,  and  knowledge  shall  be  increased" 
Daniel  12:4).  It  would  seem  that  the  world  has  been 
atiently  waiting  for  the  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy!  even 
hile  it  passed  through  what  our  histories  called  "The 
ark  Ages."  Greater  progress  has  been  made  within  the 
ast  100  years  in  the  fields  of  knowledge  than  in  all  of 
s  history  put  together.  Means  of  acquiring  knowledge 
ive  been  greatly  multiplied  over  the  ancient  systems, 
''ith  perhaps  a  few  exceptions  even  in  the  time  of  Christ, 
le  world's  great  teachers  had  no  organized  systems  of 
lucation,  but  wandered  from  place  to  place  and  taught 


men  wherever  a  sufficient  number  could  be  called  to- 
gether. But  now  we  have  grade  schools,  high  schools,  col- 
leges and  universities  thi'oughout  the  civilized  world.  Ex- 
cellent public  libi'aries  are  also  to  be  found  in  most  coun- 
tries, in  practically  every  large  town  or  city.  Daily  news- 
papers, magazines,  books,  and  periodicals  fill  the  news 
stands. 

In  the  field  of  communication  of  knowledge  we  have 
had  within  the  past  75  years  the  most  outstanding  discov- 
eries of  the  age.  The  telephone,  telegraph,  radio,  tele- 
vision, telephoto,  and  postal  systems  of  the  world  have  been 
developed;  and  we  cannot  imagine  what  may  be  presented 
at  any  time!  In  the  field  of  transportation,  we  have  a 
great  exhibition  of  knowledge;  the  use  of  steam,  elec- 
tricity, gas  and  gasoline  and  oil  has  transformed  trans- 
portation. Within  the  past  century  we  have  developed  the 
steamship,  locomotive,  steam  engine,  gas  engines,  electric 
motors  and  lighting;  not  to  say  anything  about  the  atom 
which  is  now  being  applied  to  transportation.  Steamships 
carrying  as  many  as  2,000  passengers  ply  the  oceans;  Air- 
lines crisscross  our  continent;  and  paved  roads  filled 
with  thousands  of  cars  roll  across  what  were  vast  prair- 
ies just  a  few  years  ago.  Agriculture  has  completely 
changed.  With  modern  machinery  one  man  may  now  farm 
more  acres  than  five  or  six  men  could  farm  with  horses 
and  mules  fifty  years  ago. 

In  the  field  of  medical  science  tremendous  strides  have 
been  accomplished.  Only  300  years  have  passed  since  the 
circulation  of  man's  blood  was  discovered,  and  it  has  not 
been  more  than  100  years  since  the  physician's  chief  rem- 
edy was  to  bleed  the  patient  for  practically  all  diseases. 
(Some  say  that  this  is  now  applicable  to  only  the  pa- 
tient's pocketbook!)  Barely  138  years  have  passed  since, 
against  the  protests  of  hundreds  of  people,  and  behind 
securely  locked  doors,  without  any  kind  of  anesthetic,  old 
Dr.  Ephriam  McDowell,  performed  the  first  abdominal 
surgery  on  a  woman  as  she  lay  strapped  to  her  own 
kitchen  table  and  sang  religious  hymns  to  alleviate  the 
pain  she  had  to  endure!  But  see  what  we  have  today! 
Xrays,  Fluroscope,  and  microscope,  enabling  us  to  see 
the  present  invisible  things  of  the  body,  and  accomplish 
the  seemingly  impossible  through  surgery,  while  we  quiet- 
ly sleep  with  the  aid  of  modern  anesthesia,  while  the  sur- 
geon deftly  and  swiftly  operates,  removing  or  repairing 


PAGE  SIX 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


various   organs  of  the   body,   grafting  new  skin,  and  re- 
l)lacing  even  damaged  eyes! 
THE  GREAT  PERILS  OF  OUR  SOCIAL  SYSTEM  is 

the  second  sign  of  the  end  of  human  government.  In  2 
Timothy  3:1-7,  the  Apostle  Paul  enumerates  more  than 
twenty  stages  of  social  irreligion  to  which  men  have  ar- 
rived, of  which  he  informs  us  constitute  times  of  great 
peril.  It  is  vei-y  evident  that  we  are  now  living  within 
the  bounds  of  the  fulfillment  of  these  prophecies. 

"This  know  also,  that  in  the  last  days  perilous  times 
shall  come.  For  men  shall  be  lovers  of  their  own  selves 
(Selfishness)  covetous,  boasters,  proud,  blasphemers,  dis- 
obedient to  parents,  unthankful,  unholy,  without  natural 
affection,  trucebreakers,  false  accusers,  incontinent,  fierce, 
despisers  of  those  that  are  good,  traitors,  heady,  high- 
minded,  lovers  of  pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God;  hav- 
ing a  form  of  Godliness,  but  denying  the  power  thereof: 
from  such  turn  away"  (2  Timothy  3:1-7).  In  all  the 
world's  history,  I  do  not  believe  that  you  will  find  any- 
thing recorded  to  hold  up  in  comparison  with  the  men  and 
women  of  this  age.  Never  before  have  people  been  more 
selfish,  treacherous,  blasphemers,  despisers  of  good,  or 
lovers  of  pleasure  than  found  in  this  generation! 

IN  THE  REALM  OF  RELIGION  we  discover  many 
signs  of  the  end  of  this  world  government.  Departure 
from  The  Faith  is  the  first  sign  in  Christendom.  In  I 
Timothy  4:1,  the  Apostle  Paul  states  this  great  fact  con- 
cerning what  will  transpire  during  the  last  days,  or  "lat- 
ter times":  "Now  the  Spirit  speaketh  expressly,  that  in 
the  latter  times  some  shall  depart  from  the  Faith,  giving 
heed  to  seducing  spirits  and  doctrines  of  devils."  In  a  re- 
cent issue  of  a  prominent  magazine  a  report  was  given 
of  twenty-one  dignitaries  of  the  Church  of  England  con- 
sisting of  242  pages  in  which  this  committee  is  quoted  as 
agreeing  that:  "Mythological  accounts  of  the  Creation  in 
Genesis  1  and  2,  should  cause  no  objection  to  evolution- 
ary theory,  that  the  idea  of  common  ancestry  for  man 
and  apes  was  acceptable  and  that  it  impaired  no  basic 
spiritual  concepts.  It  stated  also  that  it  was  legitimate  to 
accept  or  reject  the  reality  of  miracles,  the  Resurrection, 
and  the  Virgin  Birth,  and  .  .  .  you  can  think  what  you 
like,  and  still  be  a  Christian." 

Quoting  from  a  tract  sent  out  by  The  Wealthy  Street 
Baptist  Church,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  by  Dr.  David 
Otis  Fuller,  who  quotes  the  following  from  a  book  written 
by  a  Professor  of  Philosophical  Theology  in  a  prominent 
university,  regarding  the  Virgin  Birth  of  Jesus  Christ: 
"Strange,  however,  is  the  hold  which  this  doctrine  (the 
Virgin  Birth)  in  its  more  literal  form  has  on  countless 
people.  Reference  to  the  Virgin  Birth  is  not  found  in 
Paul's  letters,  the  earliest  writings  we  have.  It  is  not 
found  in  Mark,  the  original  Gospel.  It  is  not  found  in  the 
Johanine  tradition.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  reference  in 
John  to  the  claim  by  the  Jews  to  the  effect  that  they 
were  not  born  in  adultery,  could  give  external  evidence  to 
a  Nazi  claim  that  Jesus  was  German.  Mary,  we  remember, 
was  found  pregnant  before  her  engagement  to  mild  Jo- 
seph. Nazareth  was  hard  by  a  Roman  garrison  where 
soldiers  were  German  mercenaries.  Jesus  is  also  reported 
throughout  a  continuous  part  of  the  history  of  art,  it  is 
claimed,  to  have  been  a  blonde.  This  is  supposedly  unnat- 
ural for  the  Mediterranean  countries  where  this  same  tra- 
dition started  and  was  continued.  Hence  Jesus  must  have 


been  the  child  of  a  German  soldier!  .  .  .  Such  an  interpre- 
tation has  been  made  of  his  life,  and  who  can  deny  that 
such  a  conjecture  could  not  be  true?"  What  outrageous 
blasphemy  against  the  Only  Begotten  Son  of  God!  Yet 
it  is  said  that  this  prominent  professor  is  in  great  de- 
mand as  a  speaker  among  various  denominations!  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  such  a  man  has  departed  from  the 
Faith  and  is  giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits  and  doctrines 
of  devils! 

AN  OUTSTANDING  SIGN  OF  THE  END  OF  HUMAN 
GOVERNMENT  is  the  return  of  Jewry  to  Palestine.  Ac- 
cording to  God's  Holy  Word,  the  return  of  Israel  to  his 
own  land  is  one  of  the  most  outstanding  signs  of  the  end 
of  Gentile  World  Government.  As  Israel  now  exists  the 
Twelve  Tribes  are  scattered  over  the  world,  and  very  fewi 
Jews  now  know  to  what  tribe  they  belong.  But  God  knows,,.' 
and  also  knows  where  they  are;  although  there  are  ll,-.i 
570,800  in  the  world.  Regarding  this  God  spoke  by  the 
Prophet  Ezekiel  587  years  before  Christ  was  born:  "My 
sheep  wandered  through  all  the  mountains,  and  uponj 
every  high  hill;  yea,  my  flock  was  scattered  upon  all  the 
face  of  the  earth  .  .  .  and  as  I  live,  saith  the  Lord  God,, 
surely  because  my  flock  became  a  prey,  and  my  flock  be-i 
came  meat  to  every  beast  of  the  field,  because  there  was! 
no  shepherd,  neither  did  my  shepherd  search  for  my  flock;') 
but  the  shepherds  fed  themselves,  and  fed  not  my  flock'' j 
(Ezekiel  34:5-8). 

The  Jews  indeed  became  a  prey,  and  meat  to  everyi 
beast  of  the  field  in  Russia,  and  Germany  especially  irj 
Germany  within  recent  years.  This  great  persecution  be 
gan  when  Hitler  was  made  Chancellor  of  Germany,  Jam 
30th,  1934.  Following  this,  on  March  28th,  1934  the  Nazifi 
began  a  systematic  boycott  of  all  Jewish  institutions,  on 
dering  all  Jewish  places  of  business  clearly  labeled  ai 
such.  Because  of  this  80,000  Jews  left  Germany,  settlinj 
mostly  in  Palestine.  Then,  on  October  10th,  1935  Hitler';' 
wrath  again  fell  upon  Jews,  herding  them  into  campsj 
and  three  days  later  fining  them  $400,000,000.00!  Here,  ii] 
these  same  camps  on  April  19th,  1943  the  Nazis  held  ; 
mass  execution  of  two  million  Jews  with  gas! 

As  a  result  of  these  persecutions,  the  British  Govern 
ment  issued  its  "White  Paper"  declaring    the    establish 
ment  of  a  Jewish  State  Palestine,  promising  that  after 
transitory  period  of  10  years  the    establishment    of    a 
"independent"    Palestine   in  which   the   Arabs,  and    Jew 

(Continued   on   Page   11) 
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MT    How  About 

Your  Offerings? 

Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  po 
sible,  note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasureri 
also   please   note: 

PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  Brethren  Publishing  Con 
pany,  and  address  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company,  5 
College   Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio. 
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MISSIONARY     DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY    BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
524    College    Ave,    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone:    39582 


Contributing    Editors;    W.    CLAYTON    BERKSHIRE,    Gen.    Sec'y. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER.   Adm.   Assistant 


SARASOTA  HIGHLIGHTS 

(Taken  from  Reverend  Vanator's  letter  to  Berkshire) 

...  I  don't  know  just  where  I  left  off  in  reporting 
>ur  progress,  but  I  feel  that  we  are  now  advancing  at  a 
[•ather  fine  rate.  With  the  prospect  of  more  and  more 
Brethren  locating  permanently  in  Sarasota,  and  the  con- 
tacting of  more  Church  of  the  Brethren  people  already  in 
)ur  territory,  the  prospects  indeed  look  brighter  and 
arighter.  This  only  goes  to  show  us  that  it  is  becoming 
more  essential  for  a  rapid  advance  of  our  building  pro- 
gram. 

We  are  trusting  that  we  will  have  the  "green  light" 
in  this  program  before  too  long.  We  have  room  for  only 
1  limited  expansion  in  the  Hall,  particularly  in  the  most 
important  park  of  the  work,  namely,  the  children's  divi- 
sion. 

The  need  here  is  for  Sunday  school  rooms,  since  we 
lave  only  one  room  for  the  children.  Our  children  and 
y^oung  people  are  now  of  such  varied  ages — 6  to  14  years 
— that  the  problem  of  teaching  them  in  one  class  be- 
comes increasingly  difficult  .  .  . 

The  Beekleys  have  been  a  great  help  to  us  since  mov- 
ing to  Sarasota.  We  are  sorry  to  see  Eugene  leave  (as  he 
nust  on  Friday)  for  his  duties  in  Korea.  But  we  are  glad 
;hat  Peggy  and  the  boys  are  remaining  with  us  for  the 
>^ear  at  least.  She  will  take  over  the  making  of  our  bul- 
etins,  as  she  and  Gene  have  been  doing  already.  She  is 
a,  very  great  help.  The  mimeograph  will  prove  of  infinite 
^alue  to  us  in  the  days  to  come.  We  feel  that  we  ob- 
tained a  real  bargain  in  the  machine,  which  Gene  se- 
;ured  for  us  here. 

The  last  two  Sundays  our  attendance  was  66  and  65. 
3ere  is  the  attendance  record  of  our  first  nine  Sundays 
n  1954  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1955: 


j  1954 

(November     7    11 

November  14    17 

kovember  21    22 

November  28    21 

December     5    20 

December  12    19 

jDecember  19    21 

)ecember   26    30 

1955 
January     2 26 


Total     187 
Average  21 


1955 

November     6   31 

November    13    34 

November  20   39 

November  27   42 

December     4    59 

December   11    48 

December   18    48 

December  25    66 

1956 
January     1   65 

Total     432 
Average  48 


As  people  from  the  North  visit  us  (and  we  have  some 
ach  week  in  our  services)  they  seem  to  have  one  ques- 
;ion  in  their  minds  that  we  feel  is  vital  to  them:  "When 


are  you  going  to  start  building?"  Of  course,  the  only 
way  we  can  answer  is  to  say,  "Whenever  the  Missionary 
Board  has  the  money."* 

They  usually  say,  "Better  get  started.  You're  going  to 
need  more  room  very  soon,"  whereupon  they  generally 
"up"  their  contribution  to  our  morning  offering.  We  tell 
them  to  go  back  home  and  raise  some  money  and  send  it 
lo  the  Mission  Board  for  our  church.  This  doesn't  seem 
to  dampen  their  ardor  either.  We  hope  every  one  goes 
back  North  with  a  message  that  will  bring  in  the  needed 
money. 

It  looks  very  much  as  though  we  are  going  to  need 
more  chairs.  The  iHall  has  48  and  we  have  52.  That  makes 
a  seating  capacity  of  ONLY  100.  Notice,  please,  the  word 
"only."  We  had  33  present  at  our  communion — a  very 
wonderful  service  .  .  . 

Thanks  again  for  all  you  and  the  Board  have  done  for 
the  Sarasota  work. 

Yours  in  His  service, 

Fred 

*  On  the  subject  of  when  the  Missionary  Board  has  the 
money  to  build  a  church  at  Sarasota,  the  office  reveals 
this  information:  On  this  date  (January  11,  1956)  the 
amount  of  $4,990  has  been  received  (from  $10  Club  and 
other  gifts)   for  the  Sarasota  Church. 

We  are  appreciative  of  these  gifts,  but  as  you  can  see, 
much  more  will  be  needed  before  a  church  building  can 
be  started.  (Missionary  Board  Office) 
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DOC  SHANK  WRITES 
FROM  MARAMA 


December  17,  1955 


Usa  giri-wa  giri: 


Clayton,  we  certainly  were  glad  you  found  time  to  an- 
swer our  letters.  In  fact,  I  gave  some  instruction  to  Bob 
and  Bea  who  visited  with  us  a  short  while  enroute  to 
Jos.  They  looked  good,  but  seemed  anxious  to  get  home. 
They  are  good  missionaries,  and  it  was  very  profitable  to 
us  having  them  visit  with  us. 

We  have  greeted  the  various  people  whom  you  men- 
tioned in  your  letter.  Some  of  the  Africans  expressed  a 
desire  to  write  to  you;  they  all  asked  me  to  salute  you. 
By  the  way,  Nvwa  has  an  article  in  the  Gospel  Messenger 
which  I'm  sure  you  have  read.  He  is  a  real  inspiration, 
both  to  the  Africans  and  to  the  missionaries.  I  only  wish 
more  of  the  Brethren  could  learn  to  know  him. 

Jean,  Pindar  (our  cook)  and  Andui  (our  house  boy)  are 
singing  Christmas  carols  in  our  living  room.  Occasionally 
Dennis  joins  in  with  his  bass  voice.  Our  cook  is  doing 
very  well  thus  far.  He  makes  a  few  mistakes  every  now 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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Chairman   Moderator  L.  V.  King 

ing  Company  ^                                        J.  E.  Stookey 

Association  Willis  E.  Ronk 

Board  Clayton  Berkshire 

National  S.  S.  Spencer  Gentle 

W.  M.  S.  Mrs.  Clarence  Fairbanks 

Laymen  H.  D.  Hunter 

Benevolent  Board  .  E.  M.  Riddle 

Brethren  Youth  Board 
S.  M.  M. 
Broflierhood 


THE  1955  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  authorized  the 
formation  of  a  Co-Ordinated  Planning  Committee  for 
the  Brethren  Church.  Herewith,  we  are  presenting  the 
names  of  the  representatives  from  the  various  aux- 
iliaries and  boards  of  the  Church  as  effected  at  the  close 
of  the  Conference.  Other  groups  have  yet  to  present  their 
representatives. 

The  general  purpose  of  the  Committee  is  to  study  the 
over-al!  program  of  the  church,  and  to  suggest  ways 
whereby  the  entire  program  of  the  church  might  be  made 
more  effective  and  fruitful  through  a  better  understand- 
ing and  united  action. 


Because  of  the  great  interest  manifested,  and  the  gen-j 
uine  desire  expressed  by  many  for  such  a  Committee,! 
which  resulted  in  its  formation  last  August,  the  Editor 
has  written  to  the  Presidents  of  our  various  boards  andi 
auxiliaries,  asking  of  them  a  few  words  of  comment  rel- 
ative to  their  hopes  and  plans  for  this  Committee.  Ar- 
ticles  from   those  who  have  responded,  appear  herewith. 

The  Brotherhood  is  anticipating,  and  is  eagerly  await-i 
ing  the  next  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church 
to  learn  the  findings  and  suggestions  of  this  Committee 
— W.  S.  B. 


Oc 
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WHEN  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  cre- 
ated a  Co-ordinating  Planning  Committee, 
we  took  an  advance  which  has  not  been  equaled 
in  recent  years  for  the  Brethren  church.  A  Step 
which  will  mean  progress  in  a  broader  under- 
standing for  the  Brethren  Church. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  the  churches  to  accept 
the  program  and  immediately  go  forward  with 
plans  to  lay  a  foundation  of  strength  and  unifica- 
tion. 

The  Lord  has  spoken,  we  should  move  in  and 
possess  the  land. 

Our  lack  of  Co-ordination  in  numerous  ways 
over  the  last  several  years,  particularly  in  Co-or- 
dinating our  boards,  which  is  very  essential,  has 
caused  us  much  grief  and  a  great  deal  of  disap- 
pointment. 


President-  Publication  Board 

A  very  important  item  in  the  program  h 
stewardship,  not  as  a  duty,  but  as  a  means  oJ 
grace,  through  which  we  receive  joy  and  ricl 
blessing.  The  matter  of  giving,  and  the  I'igh- 
amount,  is  just  as  essential  to  the  program,  am 
should  be  incorporated. 

Prayer  is  very  essential,  which  is  in  realit.^ 
the  backbone  of  the  whole  program.  Without  th 
medium  of  prayer  we  would  be  working  in  vain 

God  moves  in  mysterious  ways,  and  was  sure 
ly  moving  in  the  midst  of  our  General  Confer 
ence,  as  was  indicated  by  reports  and  recommen 
dations  of  the  several  Committees,  who  were  a] 
working  and  thinking  along  the  same  trend. 

Co-Ordinating  seems  to  be  the  watchword  o 
the  hour. 
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This  is  the  golden  opportunity  for  the  Breth- 
ren Church  to  grasp  and  to  move  forward  in 
unison. 

Some  of  our  Church  boards  have  Co-ordinated 
their  work  and  you  will  find  they  are  very  suc- 
cessful. 


In  the  Publishing  Co.  we  must  Co-ordinate  our 
plans  and  program  to  get  the  best  results.  The 
same  principle  applies  to  the  Church  and  Broth- 
erhood at  large. 

Accept  my  hearty  endorsement  of  the  Co-or- 
dinating Planning  Committee  and  its  program. 

Ft.  Pierce,  Florida. 


OK:: 
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TTHE  "UNITED  APPEAL"  seems  to  be  the  suc- 
,  ■■•  cessful  appeal  for  our  day.  "Everybody  bene- 
fits the  united  way."  This  idea  can  obtain  for 
The  Brethren  Church  a  united  point  of  view.  A 
disadvantage  of  being  loosely  knitted  together  in 
bur  objectives  is  that  we  are  as  "untied  Breth- 
ren." We  need  to  see  together  the  same  thing, 
the  whole,  and  not  just  parts.  A  combined  pro- 
gram will  focus  and  therefor-e  unite  our  efforts. 
An  over-all  program  denominationally  will  estab- 
lish a  budget  system  in  our  local  congregations. 
The  present  day  home  operates  on  the  budget 
basis.  So  does  every  concern  that  knows  where 
it  is  going.  The  proposed  co-ordinating  plan  is  to 
unite    our    efforts.    United    effort   will   mean   an 
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INCREASED    effort.    The   larger   denominations 
have  followed  this  plan  for  years. 

The  question  arises  in  the  Boys'  Brotherhood 
sessions  at  General  Conference  each  year,  "What 
shall  be  the  missionary  project  for  the  coming 
year?"  The  boys  usually  seek  the  counsel  of  the 
secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board.  But  there  is 
a  detached  feeling  in  that  we  may  be  too  much  on 
our  own.  The  warning  on  a  passenger's  ticket  is, 
"Not  good  if  detached."  In  other  words,  we  need 
a  united  program  in  which  the  boys  may  have  a 
part.  The  united  way  will  create  a  better  church 
consciousness. 

Manteca,  Calif. 
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NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  is  history,  but  I 
feel  that  we  can  still  make  history  if  we 
would  but  heed  the  suggestions  and  recommenda- 
tions of  our  past  Moderator,  Rev.  Brant.  All 
thrO'Ugh  his  moderator's  address  he  said  "every 
year,  recommendations  are  made  and  then  for- 
gotten." However,  during  the  1955  General  Con- 
ference, the  Brethren  Church  effected  a  Co-ordi- 
nating Planning  Committe.  Surely  this  will  not 
be  forgotten. 

I  speak  for  the  National  W.  M.  S.  when  I  say 
we  were  delighted  with  the  new  committee  and 
immediately  appointed  Mrs.  Clarence  Fairbanks 
as  our  representative.  We  definitely  feel  that  the 
Brethren  Church  can  profit  by  such  a  conmiittee 
and  also  feel  that  the  committee  can  be  of  value 
to  our  W.  M.  S.  Program. 

We  believe  that  in  our  W.  M.  S.  organization 
we  have  the  strongest  and  best  auxiliary  of  our 
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Church  and  so  we  have  thought  over  our  methods 
to  see  how  the  whole  denomination  could  use  the 
same  ideas  to  get  it  in  a  moving  spirit.  You  will 
find  the  plan  we  use  very  similar  to  the  new 
Committee  mentioned. 

First,  let  us  think  of  our  college  and  the  dif- 
ferent departments;  music,  art,  homemaking, 
commercial,  etc.,  and  the  confusion  they  would 
have  if  each  planned  its  own  activities,  con- 
ducted its  programs  and  extensions  without  the 
unifying  head  of  the  president  to  see  that  they 
work  together  and  do  not  interfere  with  each 
other.  Yet,  our  denominational  interests  are  car- 
ried on  with  each  group  pushing  its  particular 
part  without  much  interest  or  concern  with  what 
any  other  group  is  trying  to  do.  The  Mission 
board  wants  to  establish  new  churches,  send  out 
more  missionaries  etc.;  the  Publishing  House 
wants  to  install  more  machines  and  print  larger 
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quarterlies;  the  Benevolent  Board  tries  to  im- 
prove the  Home  and  grant  larger  pensions;  the 
College  tries  to  build  more  buildings  and  provide 
a  better  education — but  the  W.  M.  S.  seems  to  be 
the  only  organization  that  cares  what  each  of  the 
others  is  trying  to  do.  Through  our  representa- 
tives on  these  various  Boards  and  through  our 
husbands  sei-ving  on  various  Boards  and  commit- 
tees we  have  a  good  over-all  picture  of  all  of  the 
Boards  and  we  are  able  to  plan  our  program  so 
we  make  a  contribution  of  money  and  interest  to 
the  current  project  of  each  Board.  That  is  as  it 
should  be.  So  as  the  W.  M.  S.  has  information 
concerning  most  of  the  Boards  and  Auxiliaries, 
and  pushes  forward  with  great  strides,  this  same 
plan  would  give  new  vigor  and  life  to  the  Breth- 
ren Church.  This  is  what  the  new  Co-ordinating 
Planning  Committee  could  really  be. 

We  believe  that  such  a  Committee  should  have 
a  part  and  be  a  real  asset  in  helping  to  plan  the 
General  Conference  Program.  Our  present  Gener- 
al Conference  Executive  Committee  has  asked  the 
assistance  of  the  Mission  Board,  the  National 
Sunday  School  Board  and  the  College  to  help  plan 
the  1956  Conference  program.  This  is  as  it  should 
be.  It  only  shows  that  a  more  effective  program 
can  be  worked  out  with  each  Board  and  Auxiliary 
presenting  their  suggestions  and  also  their  prob- 
lems. I  am  a  firm  believer  in  having  some  out- 
side speakers,  and  the  Co-ordinating  Planning 
Committee  could  be  a  channel  through  which 
speakers  might  be  contacted  and  the  Auxiliaries 
have  an  opportunity  to  use  them  on  their  pro- 
gram. I  believe  that  we  have  many  fine  ministers 
in  the  Brethren  Church  who  can  really  preach 
the  Word,  but  I  feel  that  ministers  need  inspira- 
tion, new  visions  and  re-dedication  to  their  work 
as  well  as  the  laity.  This  in  part  is  what  our  Na- 
tional Conference  should  be. 

In  the  last  sentence  of  Rev.  Brant's  specific 
recommendation,  he  said,  "This  committee  to  be 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  studying  and 
initiating  a  forward  looking  program."  In  this 
regard,  the  new  Committee  can  be  to  the  Breth- 
ren Church  what  the  National  W.  M.  S.  Execu- 
tive Board  is  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society, 
The  spirit  of  the  W.  M.  S.  is  controlled  and  influ- 
enced by  the  vision  and  Christian  living  of  each 
member  of  the  Executive  Board.  We  spend  much 
time  in  prayer,  in  planning  and  in  studying  of 
how  best  we  can  make  our  work  more  effective. 
There  is  need  for  the  leaders  of  our  denomina- 
tion to  get  together  to  discuss  the  problems  and 


policies  of  our  church  like  we  discuss  the  W.  M.  S. 
work. 

I  believe  that  the  Co-ordinating  Planning  Com- 
mittee has  a  definite  place  in  the  future  of  the 
Brethren  Church.  Yes,  if  all  the  Boards  and  Aux- 
iliaries are  to  function  harmoniously,  and  if  we 
want  to  coordinate  our  National  Work — surely 
again  I  say,  there  is  need  for  this  committee. 

Eph.  2:21  In  whom  all  the  building  fitly 
framed  together  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple  in 
the  Lord. 

Kokomo,  Indiana. 


MISSIONARY  DEPARTMENT 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

and  then.  Just  tonight  he  forgot  to  put  baking  soda  in 
a  cake  which  he  baked.  A  few  days  ago  he  made  the 
same  kind  of  cake  for  Dennis'  birthday,  and  it  was  very 
good;  so  Jean  decided  to  have  him  bake  another  one.  I' 
suppose  it'll  get  eaten.   (Brownies  now — not  cake) 

District  meeting  was  a  memorable  occasion,  especially* 
the  communion  service  on  the  closing  evening.  To  be  sure 
this  service  took  on  new  meaning  for  us.  It  was  a  joy\ 
to  fellowship  with  our  African  Brethren  in  this  sacred 
rite.  They  seemed  to  catch  more  of  its  reverence  and ; 
simplicity. 

Jean  and  I  are  looking  forward  to  Annual  Meeting.  We ; 
are   anxious   to  meet  all   of  the  missionaries  and  to  be- 
come better  acquainted  with  them  and  with  mission  pol- 
icies. 

From  all  indications  we  will  be  moving  to  Waka  soon 
after  Annual  Meeting.  It  will  be  nicei  to  get  into  a  larger i 
house  where  we  will  be  able  to  unpack  our  belongings. 
We  have  unpacked  only  the  very  essentials  and  have 
sent  the  rest  to  Waka.  Our  house  here  is  small — just, 
two  small  rooms,  plus  a  little  kitchen  in  a  separate 
building  about  20  feet  from  the  dining  room.  Clayton,  I 
think  maybe  you  stayed  in  the  house  where  the  Swanks 
are  now  living.  We  are  between  Miss  Utz's  and  Goods'. 

With  the  exception  of  some  minor  attacks  of  malaria, 
we  have  managed  to  stay  well.  Thanks,  Ida,  for  the  in- 
formation. Love,     Doc. 
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Have  you  given  to  the 
PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 
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SIGNS  OF  THE  END  OF  THE  WORLD 

Or 
THE  END  OF  HUMAN  GOVERNMENT 

(Continued    from    Page   6) 

would  share  authority  in  government.  During  the  next  5 
[years  75,000  Jews  were  permitted  to  enter  Palestine. 
iThese  arrangements  failed  to  satisfy  either  Jews  or  Arabs 
land  attempts  to  bring  Jewish  immigrants  into  Palestine 
lillegally  brought  on  more  terrorism,  and  the  entire  mat- 
ter was  turned  over  to  the  United  Nations  for  advice. 
Following  this,  in  May  14th,  1948  as  the  British  evacu- 
ated Palestine,  Dr.  Chaim  Weizmann  was  elected  Provi- 
sional President  of  Israel.  On  this  same  date  this  new 
[Government  was  recognized  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
[Free  State  of  Israel  was  proclaimed,  with  Jerusalem  as 
|its  Capitol.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  a  continuous 
[flow  of  Jewish  immigration  into  the  new  home  of  Israel. 

This  is  the  message  God  gave  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  con- 
icerning  the  return  of  Israel  to  his  own  land:  "Thus  saith 
|the  Lord  God;  I  will  even  gather  you  from  the  people,  and 
[assemble  you  out  of  the  countries  where  you  have  been 
scattered,  and  I  will  give  you  the  land  of  Israel.  And 
jthey  shall  come  thither,  and  they  shall  take  away  all  the 
(detestable  things  thereof,  and  all  the  abominations  thereof 
ifrom  thence."  They  are  to  be  converted,  because  the  pro- 
phet continues:  "And  I  will  give  them  one  heart,  and  I 
will  put  a  new  spirit  within  you;  and  I  will  take  the 
stony  heart  out  of  their  flesh,  and  will  give  them  a  heart 
of  flesh,  and  they  will  walk  in  my  statutes  and  keep  my 
ordinances,  and  do  them:  and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and 
I  will  be  their  God"   (Ezekiel  11:17-20). 

THE  LAST  SIGN  OF  THE  END  OF  THE  WORLD  is 
the  universal  preaching  of  the  gospel  of  the  Kingdom. 
"And  this  gospel  of  The  Kingdom  shall  be  preached  in 
'all  the  world  for  a  witness  unto  all  nations;  and  then 
(shall  the  end  come"  (Matthew  24:14).  We  are  not  preach- 
'ing  the  gospel  of  the  Kingdom  today.  We  are  preaching 
the  gospel  of  Salvation  by  Grace  through  Faith  in  the 
I  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom 
jwill  not  be  preached  by  Gentiles,  but  by  converted  Jews. 
In  speaking  of  the  Kingdom  blessings  the  Prophet  Isaiah 
I  tells  us:  "And  I  will  set  a  sign  among  them,  andj  I  will 
(send  those  that  escape  of  them  unto  the  nations,  to  Tar- 
ishish,  Pul,  and  Lud,  that  draw  the  bow,  to  Tubal,  and 
Javin,  to  the  isles  afar  off  that  have  not  heard  my  fame, 
[neither  seen  my  glory;  and  they  shall  declare  my  glory 
i  among  the  Gentiles.  And  they  shall  bring  all  your  breth- 
jren  for  an  offering  unto  the  Lord  out  of  all  the  nations 
I  upon  horses,  and  in  chariots,  and  in  litters,  and  upon 
j  mules,  and  upon  swift  beasts,  to  my  holy  mountain  Jeru- 
salem" (Isaiah  66:19-20). 

In  the  Revelation  we  read  about  the  144,000  taken  out  of 
!the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  which  stood  before  the  throne 
'with  an  innumerable  host  of  all  kindreds  and  nations  and 
I  tongues  and  cried  out:  "Salvation  to  our  God  which  sitteth 
I  upon  the  Throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb"  (Rev.  7:4-14). 
I  These  were  those  who  had  "come  out  of  great  tribuation, 
and  had  their  robes  washed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb." 
:  Following  this,  we  find  the  story  of  God's  two  Witnesses 
I  in  Rev.  11:3-12,  which  prophesied  3%   years.     Doubtless 


these  prophecies  concerned  the  Coming  King,  and  condi- 
tions preceding  his  arrival  to  set  upon  the  Throne  of  His 
father  David  at  Jerusalem.  The  last  preaching  preceding 
the  end  of  the  world  will  not  be  done  by  man,  but  by 
God's  angelic  messenger,  who  shall  preach  "The  Ever- 
lasting Gospel."  In  his  comments  on  this  preaching.  Dr. 
C.  I.  Scofield  has  this  to  say,  which  is  worthy  of  our  con- 
sideration: "It  is  neither  the  gospel  of  the  Kingdom,  nor 
of  Grace.  Though  its  burden  is  judgment,  not  Salvation, 
it  is  good  news  to  Israel  and  to  those  who,  during  the 
tribulation,  have  been  saved"  (Rev.  7:9-14;  Psalm  96:11- 
13;  Isaiah  35:4-14).  This  is  the  chief  message  of  the 
angel:  "Fear  God,  and  give  glory  unto  Him,  for  the  hour 
of  judgment  is  come:  and  worship  Him  that  made  heaven 
and  earth,  and  sea,  and  the  fountains  of  waters"  (Rev. 
14:1-7).  Perhaps  there  could  be  no  more  fitting  conclusion 
to  this  than  the  words  of  Jesus  as  recorded  in  Luke  21: 
28:  "And  when  these  things  begin  to  come  to  pass,  then 
look,  up,  and  lift  up  your  heads;  for  your  redemption 
draweth  nigh." 

Cumberland,  Maryland. 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev,  DyoU  Belote 

KEEPING  OR  SHARING 

"For  I  delivered  unto  you  first  of  all  that  which  I  also 
received."  I  Cor.  15:3. 

T  GUESS  IT  IS  HUMAN  to  want  to  keep  for  ourselves 
the  finest,  the  best,  the  most  beautiful  and  most  valu- 
able things  in  life  that  come  to  us.  The  greatest  and  the 
finest  things  in  life  are  given  to  us  to  share;  and  the 
greatest  joys  in  life  are  in  the  sharing  of  those  bestowals. 
The  artist  paints  his  dream  upon  a  canvas,  and  finds  joy 
in  the  consciousness  that  he  has  made  a  lasting  contribu- 
tion to  the  beauty  and  enrichment  of  the  world.  The 
physician  makes  a  great  discovery  for  the  healing  of 
man's  physical  ills  and  could  be  a  millionaire  almost  over 
night  if  he  could  sell  the  formula.  But  the  Hippocratic 
Oath  forbids  him  keeping  for  his  own  pleasure  or  ag- 
grandizement any  secret  of  healing  which  he  may  dis- 
cover or  acquire.  Such  secrets  are  too  good  to  keep  to 
himself. 

And  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  could  not  keep  it 
to  Himself.  In  the  face  of  the  world's  sinfulness  and  re- 
pulsiveness  God  saw  something  worth  redeeming  and  so 
He  sent  His  beloved  Son  to  tell  the  world  of  His  purpose 
to  share  that  love  with  men.  And  Christ  came  and  de- 
clared God's  love  for  men,  exemplified  that  love  in  His 
own  sacrifice  on  the  cross.  The  "Gospel"  (the  Good  News) 
which  Christ  came  to  proclaim  is  the  most  wonderful 
blessing  that  was  ever  given  to  men — and  it  is  given  to 
us  to  share.  Have  we  shared  this  "Gospel"  with  those  who 
have  never  heard  it,  or  who  should  hear  it  and  may  never 
hear  it  unless  we  "share"  its  blessings  with  our  neighbors 
and  loved  ones? 
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Vrayer  IffLeetincj 
Studies 

IBy  G    T  §tlmev 


PRAYER 

Prayer   is    the   incense   of   a   holy   heart, 

Rising-  to  God  from  bruised  and  broken  things, 

When  kindled  by  the  Spirit's  burning  breath, 
And  upward  borne  by  faith's  ascending  wings. 

Prayer  is  the  ascending  vapour  which  supplies 

The  "showers  of  blessing,"  and  the  stream  that  flows 

Through  earth's  dry  places,  till,  on  every  side, 
"The    wilderness    shall   blossom    as    the    rose." 

Prayer  is   the   mightiest  force   of  earth   and   Heaven; 

Prayer  is  the  very  dynamite  of  God; 
It  moves  the  Hand  that  all  things  moves,  and  turns 

The   living  wheels   that  sweep  through  earth  abroad. 

Teach  us  to  pi-ay!  Move  on  our  hearts,  O  Lord, 
Till  God's  own  passion  all  our  being  move. 

Teach  us,  pray  in  us,  till  our  prayer  shall  be 
God  in  us  answering  to  the  God  above. 

— A.  B.  Simpson. 

ALL  BELONGS  TO  GOD,  and  we  can  have  our  needs 
supplied  if  we  ask  aright  (Matt.  7:7-11).  James 
explains  our  powerlessness  and  poverty  (James  4:2).  It 
is  the  neglect  of  prayer.  The  early  church  prayed  and 
was  ever  bearing  fruit  (Acts  2:47).  They  prayed  and  they 
had  power  with  God  and  men  (Acts  4:4;  5:14).  The  apos- 
tles knew  the  secret  of  their  resistless  power  (Acts  6:4). 
The  laity  had  power  in  life  and  service  (Acts  2:44-47; 
4:32-37;  11:19,  21).  They  were  steadfast  in  their  pray- 
ing (Acts  2:42).  God  delighted  in  their  praying  (Psalm 
50:15).  Their  strength  was  renewed  from  day  to  day 
(Isaiah  40:31). 

If  we  ai"e  sincere  in  prayer  we  shall  come  to  see  oui'- 
selves  in  our  weakness,  sinfulness,  and  selfishness  (Rom. 
7:18).  A  life  of  power  has  to  be  preceded  by  a  revelation 
of  no  power  and  worth  (Isaiah  6:5).  Then  we  are  in  po- 
sition for  God  to  work  through  us  (Isaiah  6:8,  9).  Like 
Moses  we  need  the  lesson  of  the  burning  bush  as  to  our 
utter  unfitness  for  God's  service  (Exodus  3:2,  5,  11; 
2:11-15).  Job  had  to  see  his  self-righteousness  before  he 
could  overcome  it  and  could  intercede  for  his  friends  (Job 
42:5,  6,  10,  12).  We  need  to  pray  regularly  for  the  search- 
ing of  our  hearts    (Psalm  139:23). 

Through  sincei-e  prayer  our  hearts  may  be  cleansed 
from  sins  secret  and  known  (Psalm  19:12,  13).  Thus 
David  was  cleansed  from  horrible  sins  (Psalm  51:2). 
The  Holy  Spirit  then  worked  in  his  life  in  answer  to 
prayer  (Luke  11:13;  Psalm  51:12,  13)  for  the  converting 
of  sinners. 

Prayer  will  hold  us  up  and  keep  our  feet  from  slip- 
ping (Psalm  17:5).  When  under  pressure  we  need  to  pray 
against  temptation  (Luke  22:40).  Gethsemane  preceded 
a  perfect  Calvary   (Heb.  5:7). 


An  ungovernable  tongue  needs  prayer  (James  3:8). 
God  can  tame  it  in  answer  to  earnest  prayer  (Psalm  j 
141:3).  Prayer  will  bring  the  much  needed  wisdom  (James 
1:5).  Even  infinite  wisdom  may  be  had  for  the  asking  in 
faith  (James  1:6,  7).  We  may  have  the  joy  of  know- 
ing God's  way  and  walking  therein  (Psalm  86:11;  25:4; 
143:10;  119:33). 

Prayer  will  enlighten  God's  Word  unto  us  (Psalm  119: 
18).  Prayer  will  bring  the  Holy  Spirit  into  our  lives  with 
His  fullness  and  blessed  ministry  (Luke  11:13).  This  is 
according  to  the  experience  of  the  first  disciples  (Acts  ! 
1:14).  The  same  experience  was  repeated  shortly  (Acts 
2:4).  It  was  soon  repeated  the  third  time  (Acts  4:31). 
The  Samaritan  converts  experienced  the  same  blessing 
(Acts  8:15,  17).  Paul  expected  the  Ephesians  to  enjoy 
the  same  benefit  (Eph.  1:17;  3:16).  Through  prayer  our 
lives  are  transformed  and  conformed  into  the  life  of 
Christ  (2  Cor.  3:18). 

When  facing  obstacles  the  early  disciples  prayed  (Acts 
4:24),  and  the  obstacles  were  removed  (Acts  4:31-33; 
5:14).  To  fail  to  pray  is  to  fail  (Luke  18:1;  Isaiah  40:31). 


Lesson 

Comments 

by 
William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  February  5,  1956 

JESUS  TEACHES  GRATITUDE 

Lesson:  Luke  17:11-19 

TESUS  HAD  TO  TEACH  the  importance  of  gratitude  to 
^  His  followers.  It  needs  to  be  taught  today.  The  un- 
grateful soul  does  not  realize  he  owes  a  debt  of  thanks 
to  God  Almighty  for  His  mercy,  and  love,  and  grace.  A 
debt  that  can  never  be  fully  paid.  However,  he  should 
try,  for  as  Milton  has  written:  "A  grateful  mind  by  owing 
owes  not,  but  still  pays,  at  once  indebted  and  discharged." 

"And  as  He  (Jesus)  entered  into  a  certain  village,  there 
met  Him  ten  men  that  were  lepers,  which  stood  afar  off 
..."  The  Old  Testament  law  is  very  implicit  as  to  the 
disposition  of  lepers.  "And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses, 
saying.  Command  the  children  of  Isi'ael,  that  they  put 
out  of  the  camp  every  leper,  .  .  .  both  male  and  female 
shall  ye  put  out  .  .  .  that  they  defile  not  their  camps, 
in  the  midst  whereof  I  dwell"  (Num.  5:1-3).  Thus  the 
awful  plight  of  these  ten  men. 

"And  they  lifted  up  their  voices,  and  said,  Jesus,  Mas- 
ter, have  mercy  on  us."  There  is  one  cry  which  never  goes 
unheard  by  the  Lord — the  cry  of  the  needy  soul!  Peter  is 
testimony  to  this  fact,  for  finding  himself  sinking  in  the 
water,  he  cried,  "Lord,  save  me."  Then  we  read:  "And 
immediately  Jesus  stretched  forth  His  hand,  and  caught 
him"    (Matt.  14:30-31). 

It  was  also  the  experience  of  the  Canaanite  woman 
who  earnestly  beseeched  the  Lord  on  behalf  of  her  daugli- 
ter:   "Have  mercy  on  me,  O  Lord,  Thou  Son  of  David." 
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esus  said  to  her:  "Be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou  wilt" 
:Matt.  15:22,  28). 

The  helpless  beggar,  blind  Bartimaeus,  cried  out  unto 
;he  Lord  in  these  words:  "Jesus,  Thou  Son  of  David,  have 
nercy  on  me."  Hearing  his  cry,  Jesus  said  unto  him:  "Go 
;hy  way;  thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole"  (Mark  10: 
17,  52). 

"And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  as  they  (the  ten  lepers) 
vent,  they  were  cleansed."  You  will  note  the  lepers  were 
lealed  "as  they  went"— in  other  words,  they  were  healed 
IS  they  set  forth  to  obey  the  command  of  Christ  to  "Go 
;how  yourselves  unto  the  priests." 

The  reason  so  many  prayers  go  unanswered  lies  right 
lere.  God  does  not  answer  because  we  do  not  obey! 

Ten  new  men!  How  happy  they  must  have  been!  At 
east  they  were  free  from  this  awful  physical  affliction 
;hat  had  plagued  them  so  long!  How  thankful  they  were — 
)r  were  they?  Not  all  of  them.  There  was  but  one  who 
lemonstrated  true  thanksgiving  and  gratitude.  "And  one 
)f  them,  when  he  saw  that  he  was  healed,  turned  back, 
ind  with  a  loud  voice  glorified  God." 

"Thanksgiving  is  a  basic  mood, 

Attitude. 

In  the  over-all  perspective 

There  is  only  one  objective. 

Gratitude." 

This  seems  so  hard  for  us  to  believe!  Could  it  be  pos- 
sible that  such  ungrateful  people  really  exist  in  the 
A^orld?  Yes  indeed — and  we  need  not  look  far  to  find 
;hem.  If  we  but  examine  our  own  conduct,  carefully  and 
prayerfully,  we  will  discover  there  have  been  times  when 
Ne  were  as  guilty  of  ingratitude  as  the  nine  lepers  of 
)ur  story. 

Remember  the  time  you  prayed  so  earnestly  for  that 
isick  loved  one,  and  the  Lord  intervened  and  spared  the 
'ife?  Did  you  return  to  Him  in  order  to  thank  Him? 
pr,  during  that  dark  hour  of  sorrow  and  heartache,  after 
he  passing  of  that  loved  one  who  meant  so  much  to  you, 
lo  you  remember  how  the  Lord  became  real  to  you,  and 
joured  into  your  aching  heart  the  "Balm  of  Gilead?" 
[)id  you  remember  to  say  "thank  you.  Lord?" 

We  conclude  this  lesson  with  this  quotation  from 
Shakespeare,  taken  from  the   second  part  of  Henvy  VI: 

"God's  goodness  hath  been  great  to  thee. 

Let  never  day  nor  night  unhallow'd  pass, 

But   still   remember   what   the   Lord   hath   done." 
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Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 

TRUE  WORSHIP 

DNE   OF  THE  TOPICS  which  we  are  thinking  about 
this  month  is  WORSHIP.  We  direct  our  thoughts  to 
'[his  noble  subject  because  there  are  as  many  ideas  and 
i)pinions  about  the  real  meaning  of  worship  as  there  are 
ndividuals  who   are   concerned  about  God  and   Eternity. 


To  so  many,  the  matter  of  worship  is  taken  care  of  by 
"church  going."  To  others,  one  can  "worship"  God  just 
as  sincerely  at  home  as  in  church.  Almost  everyone  has 
some  conception  of  worship. 

We  might  throw  a  little  light  on  the  subject  of  wor- 
ship by  looking  carefully  at  the  word.  Worship  is  a  late 
form  of  the  old  English  word  worthship.  This  will  throw 
light  on  the  subject  for  both  of  the  above-mentioned 
types.  Needless  to  say,  no  one  can  accomplish  the  art  of 
true  worship  unless  he  is  concerned  about  it,  and  defi- 
nitely desires  a  right  relationship  with  his   Makei\ . 

Assuming  that  the  reader  has  arrived  at  the  place 
where  he  no  longer  substitutes  things  and  ideas  to  wor- 
ship instead  of  the  Lord,  we  shall  proceed  with  the  hope 
that  we  can  contribute  to  his  worship  life.  This  should 
be  especially  noted  by  the  young  person,  for  he  is  now 
forming  habits  which  will  determine  the  course  of  his 
whole  future  life.  It  takes  both  information  on  how  to 
worship    and    encouragement   to  achieve    this   good   habit. 

WORSHIP  IS  NATURAL 

One  thing  we  don't  have  to  worry  about  here — it  is 
natural  to  worship.  Worship  is  the  form  of  outlet  which 
man  needs  to  lighten  his  burdened  soul.  Even  the  so- 
called  atheist  (meaning,  "without  God")  and  the  infidel 
seek  that  outlet:  they  simply  turn  the  soul  to  self  (in- 
ward devotion)  instead  of  to  God  (outward  focusing  of 
the  soul's  desire).  The  words  of  Jesus  to  Satan,  "It  is 
written,  thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him 
only  shalt  thou  serve,"  (Matt.  4:10),  seem  to  indicate 
that  man  will  not  be  without  an  object  of  worship  even 
though  it  may  not  be  God.  The  command  is  to  turn  one's 
devotion  to  God. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  those  who  fail  to  give  outward 
expression  of  worship  in  God's  house  seem  to  wither 
away  in  spirit  ?  When  we  look  at  the  true  worshipper 
we  see  a  freshness  and  vitality  that  can  come  only 
through  giving  expression  to  the  soul's  desire  in  overt 
worship.  It  isn't  necessary  to  ask  a  spring  why  it  gives 
vent  to  its  unlimited  supply  of  clear  waters.  And  Jesus 
came  to  supply  the  believer  with  just  such  a  spiritual 
spring.  The  Samaritan  woman  worshipped,  but  she  "knew 
not  what,"  (John  4:22a).  Jesus  promised  her  a  spring 
which  would  flow  with  Godly  worship,  (John  4:7-15). 
So  it  is  as  natural  for  the  true  believer  to  worship  as 
it  is  for  the  spring  to  bubble  and  flow. 

A  PICTURE  OF  TRUE  WORSHIP 

If  the  Christian  wants  to  know  something  about  wor- 
ship he  must  ultimately  go  to  his  Bible.  He  isn't  going 
to  find  the  answer  to  God's  will  in  the  exercise  of  wor- 
ship in  every  chapter  of  the  Bible,  in  fact  he  will  find  it 
in  only  a  few  passages.  So  we  direct  the  reader  to  the 
tabernacle  as  it  is  described  in  the  Old  Testament.  The 
tabernacle  was  built  with  the  form  of  worship  which  was 
to  be  followed  in  mind;  this  form  in  turn  suggested  the 
spirit  of  worship  which  God  demands.  (Turn  to  Exodus 
25  and  following  for  the  structure  of  the  tabernacle.) 
Since  this  form  of  worship  is  a  type  and  shadow  of  the 
heavenly  realm,  the  Christian  does  well  to  study  it  care- 
fuly. 

We  remember  that  both  Moses  and  Joshua  were  told 
on  the  approach  of  God's  messenger  to  "get  thy  shoes 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA 

We  have  closed  the  pages  of  1955  feeling  that  we  have 
been  wonderfully  blessed  and  that  much  of  good  has  been 
accomplished.  But  we  are  sure  there  are  many  blessings 
ahead  and  much  work  to  be  done  in  the  New  Year  that 
is  before  us. 

Since  writing  to  you  last  we  have  installed  all  new  win- 
days  in  our  church.  They  have  added  much  to  the  beauty 
and  comfort  of  the  building.  We  have  also  bought  new 
song  books  for  use  in  our  regular  services. 

We  are  much  concerned  for  the  Youth  of  our  commun- 
ity so  once  each  month  we  have  a  Youth  Fun  Night  at 
which  time  we  have  our  devotions,  refreshments  and 
games.  To  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening  we  have 
purchased  a  shuffle  board  and  ping  pong.  These  are  mucn 
enjoyed  by  all. 

In  September  we  entertained  the  Northern  Laymens' 
Organization  and  in  October,  Rev.  E.  J.  Black  of  Muncie, 
Indiana  came  to  us  for  a  two  weeks'  revival.  While  there 
were  no  new  converts  we  feel  that  the  church  was  really 
blessed  spiritually  and  we  re-dedicated  ourselves  to  our 
service  for  the  Lord. 

On  the  third  Sunday  in  each  month  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  and  others  from  the  church  hold  services  for  the 
people  in  the  St.  Joseph  Co.  Infirmary.  These  meetings 
are  at  2:00  P.  M.  and  are  much  appreciated  and  enjoyed 
by  the  residents  there. 

In  looking  ahead  for  the  work  of  the  New  Year  we  are 
purchasing  a  mimeograph  machine  for  use  in  the  print- 
ing of  our  church  programs  and  other  items.  We  hope  to 
be  able  to  say  with  Paul,  "But  this  one  thing  (we)  do, 
forgetting  those  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching 
forth  unto  those  things  which  are  before." 

I  (we)  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high 
calling  of  God  in   Christ  Jesus."  Phil.  3:13  and  14. 

Mrs.  Ernest  Schrader,  Cor.  Sec'y- 


Financially  this  church  made  a  very  fine  record  durinji 
our  pastorate.  The  support  of  missions  and  benevolencei  J 
kept  growing  higher  with  every  year.  At  the  same  time| 
the  local  treasurers  reported  unusual  balances  in  curren' 
funds  and  also  the  building  fund.  Spiritually,  a  lib 
growth  was  noted.  A  good  number  were  received  into  th( 
Church,  the  exact  figure  I  do  not  now  have.  No  Paste: 
could  ever  wish  for  a  more  faithful  choir.  They  were  a\ 
ways  at  their  post  to  support  the  services.  Our  fellow 
ship  in  the  Church  and  with  other  churches  of  the  Mor 
rellville  section  of  the  city  was  deeply  appreciated. 

Our  leaving  the  city  of  Johnstown  was  for  no  othe: 
reason,  than  to  accept  a  smaller  church,  away  from  th( 
strain  and  pull  of  a  big  city.  We  are  now  within  35  mileij 
of  the  Riddle  homestead  and  also  nearer  our  own  children 
with  the  exception  of  one. 

The  reception  the  night  before  we  departed  was  love  j 
ly  in  every  aspect  and  was  well  attended.  They  gave  to  u 
gifts  of  appreciation,  one,  a  single  new  bill,  not  so  oftei 
seen  by  most  of  us.  Thanks  so  much — Johnstown  Thir( 
Church. 

The  Lord  was  good  to  us,  for  our  trip  to  New  Pari 
was  made  on  roads  which  were  clear  of  ice  and  snow 
not  even  rain. 

The  New  Paris  people  were  ready  for  us,  with 
freshly  decorated  parsonage  and  a  lighted  Christmas  trei 
in  the  window,  under  which  were  a  bushel  of  fine  apple, 
and  12  qts.  of  apple  butter.  Our  goods  were  unloadej 
the  next  morning  and  within  a  few  days,  we  were  quit] 
well  in  order.  This  Church  planned  and  carried  througlj 
a  very  acceptable  reception,  featuring  Christmas  musi 
and  some  very  good  musical  talent.  Seven  Brethren  mirj 
isters  were  present,  besides  four  local  ministers  eac: 
giving  a  brief  word  of  welcome.  In  this  reception  part; 
were  four  relatives,  one  being  the  aged  mother  of  thj 
Pastor. 

Christmas  services  and  festivities  are  now  over.  We  ar 
now  settled  to  a  regular  schedule,  seeking  to  do  that  fo 
which  we  have  been  called. 

Surely  this  is  an  abbreviated  report  but  perhaps  it  wi 
suffice  until  a  later  date.  Our  prayer  is  that  our  entir! 
Church  may  have  a  lively  and  prosperous  New  Year  an! 
be  the  avenue  for  the  vdnning  of  many  souls  to  the  Lor 
Jesus. 

The  Riddles— E.M.R. 

New  Paris,  Indiana. 


INTERESTBNG  ITEMS 


(Continued  from  Page  2) 


PENNSYLVANIA  TO  INDIANA 

A  report  from  the  writer  is  long  overdue.  The  prepa- 
ration, moving  and  getting  settled  again  has  taken  our 
time.  With  all  this  has  been  the  Christmas  season,  which 
always  calls  for  extra  duties. 

Our  Pastorate  at  The  Third  Brethren  Church  in  Johns- 
tovim  was  a  very  happy  one,  and  we  believe  it  was  a  suc- 
cessful one.  This  is  one  of  the  best  organized  churches 
we  know  and,  believe  me,  these  auxiliaries  are  alive.  They 
do  not  cease   their  activity  during  the   Summer  months. 


NEW  PARIS,  INDIANA.  The  Milford  and  New  Par^ 
choirs  joined  in  presenting  a  Christmas  Cantata,  pn; 
senting   it   in   each  church   on   succeeding  nights. 

One  of  the  aims  of  the  New  Paris  church  for  th  ' 
new  year  is  to  increase  Sunday  School  attendance  to  15' 
and  to  add  10  new  members  to  the  Church. 

LOREE,  INDIANA.  Supply  ministers  will  fill  the  pu: 
pit  of  the  Loree  church  while  Brother  Claud  Studebak(i 
and  wife  are  on  a  Vacation  Visit  to  California.  This  j 
Brother  Studebaker's  first  visit  to   California.  i 
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rom  off  thy  feet,"  signifying  the  necessity  for  rever- 
nce  in  approaching  Him.  The  structure  of  the  taber- 
lacle  continues  to  bear  out  this  idea. 

Sacrifice.  As  one  entered  the  tabernacle  the  first  thing 
o  meet  his  eye  was  the  altar  of  burnt  sacrifice.  This 
mmediately  reminded  the  priest  who  entered  in  to  do 
upreme  sacrifice  on  atonement  day  once  a  year  that  the 
irst  step  in  true  worship  is  sacrifice.  This  means  more 
han  the  modern  conception  of  "sacrificing"  some  pet  habit 
ir  thing  for  a  period  of  time,  notably  the  lenten  sea- 
on.  This  sacrifice  symbolizes  the  death  of  the  Son  of 
jod  on  Calvary.  The  Christian  symbolizes  that  same 
leath  by  "being  crucified  with  Christ,"  turning  over  his 
vhole  being  to  the  One  who  was  his  Sacrifice.  He  trusts 
n  the  spilled  blood  of  his  Saviour. 

This  structure — the  tabernacle — also  teaches  us  that  we 
he  believers  are  the  priests  of  God  (See  I  Peter  2:9; 
lev.  1:5,  6).  Only  the  priests  of  that  day  could  enter 
nto  the  Holy  of  Holies,  and  that  only  once  a  year.  So 
low  only  the  "priest,"  the  believer  in  the  High  Priest, 
las  the  privilege  of  "entering  in."  But  we  must  make  the 
'sacrifice"  before  proceeding  further.  One  cannot  read 
he  Revelation  without  becoming  conscious  of  God's  fa- 
'^orite  title  for  His  Son,  The  Lamb.  John  the  Baptist  was 
he  first  to  ascribe  this  title  to  Jesus   (John  1:29). 

The  Spirit  of  Worship,  The  Jews  in  Jesus'  Day  had 
Overlooked  the  significance  of  the  tabernacle  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  spirit  of  worship;  they  placed  too  much  em- 
phasis on  the  form.  Jesus  came  to  make  the  Old  Testa- 
nent  forms  live  and  vibrate  with  meaning. 

Leaving  behind  the  altar  of  sacrifice  in  the  tabernacle 
ve  next  come  to  two  items  of  furniture:  on  the  right  the 
['able  of  Shewbread;  on  the  left  the  seven-branch  candle- 
Itick.  Jesus  claims  to  be  both  the  Bread  of  Heaven,  and 
jhe  Light  of  the  world.  (Read  again  John,  chapters  1 
[nd  6.) 

There  before  the  priest  was  the  altar  of  incense  bum- 
rvg  incessantly  before  the  great  veil  which  separated  the 
iIoly  Place  from  the  Holy  of  Holies.  Before  entering  into 
he  very  presence  of  God  one  must  bow  in  reverent 
irayerfulness — the  act  which  is  symbolized  in  the  bum- 
ng  of  incense.  Also,  he  must  accept  the  prayer  which 
esus  offered  for  him  in  the  seventeenth  chapter  of  John 

■the  prayer  which  holds  good  until  His  return  to  earth. 

The  priest  then  entered  in  (once  a  year)  to  the  Holy 
(f  Holies   to   sprinkle   the   blood   of  the   sacrifice   on  the 

'ercy  Seat  within  this  holy  place.  This,  of  course,  sym- 
lolized  the  sprinkling  of  Jesus'  blood  for  us  on  Calvary. 
'^he  believer  then  must  accept  heartily  the  sprinkling  of 
jesus'  blood  for  him  before  his  worship  will  be  acceptable. 

This  done,  the  priest  was  ready  to  return  to  those 
without  the  tabernacle  and  pronounce  the  benediction  of 
rod  (Numbers  6:24-26)  upon  the  people.  So  the  Chris- 
ian  is  now  ready  for  God's  benediction;  it  will  not  only 
less  him,  but  those  with  whom  he  associates! 
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NATURE  SPEAKS  OF  GOD 

"I  am  the  true  vine,  and  my  Father  is  the  husbandman. 
Every  branch  in  me  that  beareth  not  fruit  he  taketh  away: 
and  every  branch  that  beareth  fruit,  he  purgeth  it,  that 
it  may  bear  more  fruit. 

"Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear) 
fruit  of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no  more  can 
ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me."  John  15:1,  2  and  4. 

ONE  EARLY  SPRING  MORNING  I  found  a  vase  of 
beautiful  peach  blossoms  on  my  desk.  Their  delicate 
pink  petals  and  stamens  gave  promise  of  rich  fruit  to 
come.  But  these  blossoms  would  never  bear  fruit,  they 
and  the  slender  branches  to  which  they  clung,  were  no 
longer  a  part  of  the  tree  which  sank  its  roots  into  the 
earth  for  nourishment  and  then  raised  its  branches  to  the 
sun  and  air.  These  blossoms  on  my  desk  were  separated 
from  the  source  of  life  and  would  soon  die,  without  ever 
bearing  fruit. 

So  it  is  with  every  human  soul  separated  from  Christ, 
the  source  of  our  life.  Acquire  all  knowledge,  amass 
wealth,  power  and  prestige,  yet  apart  from  Christ  we  can 
do  nothing.  Without  the  spirit  of  Christ  in  our  lives  we 
are  like  a  vase  of  plucked  blossoms,  perhaps  fair  to  see, 
but  without  power  of  life.  As  a  blossom  severed  from  the 
vine  can  never  bear  fruit,  so  a  man's  life  cannot  be  fruit- 
ful without  Christ's  strength. 

Prayer 

O  Christ,  abide  in  us  today  and  fill  us  with  Thy  Spirit 
that  we  may  bear  rich  fruit  for  Thy  Kingdom  and  be  co- 
heirs with  Thee  of  the  glory  of  God.  For  Jesus'  sake. 
Amen. 

Miss   Vesta    Hoover, 

Meyersdale,  Pa. 


REFLECTIONS 

Alfie  W.  Hallman 

I  asked  the  roses  as  they  grew. 

Richer  and  lovelier  in  their  hue. 

What  made  their  tints  so  rich  and  bright. 

They  answered:  "Looking  toward  the  light." 

Ah,  secret  dear,  said  heart  of  mine, 
God  meant  my  life  to  be  like  thine, 
Radiant  with   Heavenly  beauty  bright, 
Simply  by  looking  toward  the  light. 

— Gospel  Herald. 
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Commentary  on  the 
Whole  Bible 

By  Jamieson.  Fausset  and  Brown. 
Critical  and  Explanatory  comments 
on  every  verse  in  the  Bible.  The 
most  popular  of  all  verse-by-verse 
commentaries.  Positively  un- 
equaled  in  value  for  preachers, 
Sunday  school  teachers,  Christian 
workers  and  Bible  students.  Com- 
plete, four  volumes  in  one.  This 
is  just  about  the  handiest  Bible 
commentary  available. 
Hearty  Recommendations 
"The  greatest  one  volume  com- 
mentary." Sunday  School  Times 
".  .  .  the  hest  commentary  on  the 
whole  Bible  I  have  ever  known." 
Dr.   Robert   G.   Lee 

".  .  .  contains  so  great  a  variety 
of  information  that  if  a  man  had 
no  other  exposition  he  would  find 
himself  at  no  great  loss  if  he 
possessed  this  and  used  it  dili- 
gently."   Charles  H.   Spurgeon 

1347  large  double-column  pages; 
6%"  X  10";  strong  reinforced 
cloth    binding.  $7.95 

Cruden's    Complete    Concordance 

An  index  to  the  key  words  of  the  Bible.  Makes  it  easy  to  find 
desired  Scripture  verses  and  related  Scriptures.  Includes  more  than 
200,000  references  to  both  the  King  James  Version  and  the  Revised 
Version.  Also  includes  an  exclusive  section  on  Scripture  proper  names 
and  foreword  by  Dr.  Walter  L.  Wilson.  All  this  in  one  handy,  con- 
venient   alphabetical    arrangement. 

Definitions  and  articles  written  by  Cruden  have  been  revised  in  ac- 
cord with  present-day  scholarship  and  the  whole  work  has  been  set 
up  in  new,  large,  clear  type,  especially  designed  for  tliis  volume. 
Any  thought  or  Scripture  verse  in  the  Bible  may  be  quickly  secured  by 
reference    to    this    handy    easily    understood    volume. 

Dwight  L.  Moody  says, 

"Next  to  the  Bible  I  would  advise  you  to  get  Cruden's  Concordance." 
783  large,  double-column  pages.  3V2"  'X.8V2".  New  clear  type  edition. 
Strong  reinforced  cloth  binding.  13.50 

Smith's    Bible    Dictionary 

By  William  Smith.  A  thoroughly  revised  and  up-to  date  edition 
of  this  widely  used  Bible  dictionary,  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  best 
and  most  complete  available.  Contains  over  400  illustrations.  818 
pages.  $3.00 


Fausset's 

Bible   Encyclopaedia 

and    Dictionary 

By  A.  R.  Fausset,  co-author  of 
Jamieson,  Fausset  &  Brown's 
"Commentary  on  the  Whole  Bi- 
ble." A  complete  Bible  Diction- 
ary and  Bible  Encyclopaedia,  all  in 
one  large  volume.  An  invaluable 
tool  for  every  Bible  student, 
preacher,  Sunday  school  teacher 
and  Christian  worker. 

Complete  and  unabridged  edition 
■ — alphabetically  arranged  for 
ready  reference,  indexed  to  help 
you  find  easily  and  quickly  the 
information  you  seek.  The  ma- 
terial included  is  terse,  discern- 
ing and  refreshingly  evangelical. 

Enthusiastic    Comments 

".  .  .  probably  the  best  1  volume 
encyclopedia  ever  prepared  .  .   ." 

Moody  Monthly 

".  .  .  the  most  satisfactory  single 
volume    Bible    encyclopedia    ever 

published."   Dr.   Wilbur  M.  Smith 

Critical,  expository  and  homileti- 
cal;  753  large  double-column 
pages;  6OO  illustrations;  6V2"  x 
9%".  Strong,  reinforced  cloth 
binding.  Only   $5.95 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  Thirteen  women,  nine  men 
and  two  boys  were  present  Thursday  evening  January 
12th,  for  Organizational  meetings  of  W.  M.  S.  and  Lay- 
men's Organizations.  The  groups  also  elected  their  offi- 
cers for  their  first  year  of  operation. 

A  comparative  report  reveals  attendance  on  January 
8th  of  this  year  as   76  as  against  26  last  year. 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz 
was  radio  speaker  on  WTTR  Devotional  Program  on  Jan- 
uary 26th. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN. 
Dewey  Yoder  presented  the  work  of  the  Gideons  in  the 
Valley  Church  the  morning  of  January  22nd. 

ADRIAN,  PENNA.  BRUSH  VALLEY  BRETHREN. 
Brother  David  L.  Rambsel  writes  to  the  Editor,  "Just 
a  note  concerning  our  work.  We're  still  getting  accus- 
tomed to  the  new  field,  but  the  harvest  is  ripe  and  there 
is  much  to  be  done.  In  spite  of  bad  weather  the  church 
service  has  been  averaging  140,  Sunday  School  130,  Sun- 
day evening  66  and  Prayer  Meeting  20.  We  observed  an 
impressive  watchnight  candlelight  service  on  New  Year's 
Eve." 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Howard  Dykstra,  of  the  Ohio 
Temperance  League,  was  guest  speaker  the  evening  of 
January  15th. 

The  Film,  "Missionary  to  Walker's  Garage"  was  pre- 
sented the  evening  of  January  22nd  as  a  part  of  the  S. 
M.  M.  Public  Service. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  The  A  Cappella  Choir  from 
Taylor  University  presented  a  Sacred  Concert  in  the  New 
Lebanon  Church  on  January  27th. 

The  Miami  Valley  District  Laymen's  Rally  was  held 
in  the  New  Lebanon  Church  the  evening  of  January 
16th.  Rev.  Clarence  Copp  of  Prescott  U.  B.  Church  was 
the  evening's  speaker. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  The  Gratis  Church  was  host  to  a 
Youth   For  Christ  meeting  on  January  21st. 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  Two  deacons  and  two  deaconesses 
were  recently  elected:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Wilkins, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvin  F.  Cooperrider. 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 


JOHN  WILLIAM  DODSON 

JOHN  WILLIAM  DODSON,  for  many  years  an  elder 
in  the  Brethren  Church,  of  Quicksburg,  Virginia,  passed 
to  be  with  his  Lord  on  January  17,  1956.  Our  prayers 
and  assurance  of  the  eternal  hope  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord  go  out  to  the  loved  ones  who  survive.  A  full  Obit- 
uary, presented  by  Brother  John  F.  Locke,  appears  on 
page  19  of  this  issue. 


ATTENTION:  INDIANA  BRETHREN 

NOTHING  is  so  disconcerting  as  to  have  your  Evan- 
gelists arriving  late.  This  is  evident  from  the  tone* 
of  your  correspondence  to  this  office. 

We  would  advise  you  that  there  is  nothing  that  we  can; 
do  about  it  from  this  end.  The  record  of  mailing  dates; 
is  kept  by  the  Editor.  If  everything  goes  all  right  "from 
start  to  finish"  the  Evangelist  is  mailed  on  Tuesday  af- 
ternoon previous  to  the  date  appearing  on  the  front 
cover.  (Even  though  Wednesday  is  assumed  to  be  our 
regular  mailing  date.)  This  means  that  we  give  Uncle 
Sam  FOUR  FULL  DAYS  to  deliver  the  paper  to  the 
various  states  by  Saturday,  the  day  the  paper  is  dated. 

We  feel  that  even  the  Wednesday  mailing  date  should 
allow  the  Post  Office  sufficient  time  to  deliver  the  paper 
by  its  date  line  in  all  but  the  far-distant  places — but  I 
then,  we  do  not  run  the  Post  Office  Department. 

The  obvious  situation,  especially  for  you  good  Indiana, 
Brethren,  is  pointed  up  by  recalling  to  mind  the  account 
of  one  church  which  received  three  weekly  issues  in  one 
local  delivery.  Obviously,  we  cannot  control  such  situa- 
tions from  here.  We  suggest  that  if  you  continue  to  ex- 
perience delay  that  you  speak  to  your  postmaster.  Persist! 
in  your  efforts  until  you  have  carried  your  trouble 
through  to  your  state  distribution  center  (or  centers). 
There,  we  believe,  you  will  find  your  trouble. 

Thanks  to  you  from  Indiana  who  have  taken  the  timej 
to    write    us    about   this    difficulty,   and,    in  view   of   thC] 
present   situation,   please  .allow  at  least  two  weeks  past) 
dateline   for  your   paper   to    arrive    before    writing   rela- 
tive to  its  delay.— W.  S.  B. 


MEXICO,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— February  6-1! 
— Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Wayne  Swihart 
Pastor. 
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The  flrt  Of  Listening 


HAVE  YOU  EVER  NOTICED  how,  so  often, 
so  many  people  are  ready  to  talk?  Have  you 
noticed  how  so  few  are  ready  to  listen?  Yet  God, 
our  all-wise  Maker,  has  endowed  us  with  one 
mouth,  yet  two  ears.  The  beauty  of  such  an  ar- 
rangement has  led  many  a  sage,  who,  beset  with 
the  babel  of  tongues,  to  remark  that  God  has 
given  us  two  ears  and  only  one  mouth,  that  we 
ihiight  hear  twice  as  much  as  we  say. 

All  parents  are  aware  of  the  eagerness  of  chil- 
dren to  want  to  talk  while  parents  are  talking; 
also  while  parents  are  giving  instruction  to  their 
children.  One  happy  household  we  know  of,  has 
fairly  well  conquered  this  tendency  on  the  part 
bf  children.  The  parents  have  coined,  and  use, 
the  phrase,  "You  can't  learn  anything  with  your 
mouth  open."  Think  about  it  for  a  moment.  God 
has  yet  to  create  a  person  who  can  talk  and  lis- 
ten at  the  same  time. 

"Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God."  Strong, 
sincere  words.  Yet  so  challenging  that  they  call 
from  us  the  best  in  the  art  of  listening.  There  is 
a  time  to  speak  and  a  time  to  listen.  God  give  us 
grace  to  know  which  is  the  best  time  for  each. 

The  development  of  the  art  of  listening  can  be 
valuable  in  the  following  areas:  Self-improve- 
ment, better  understanding  of  God's  will  for  our 
lives,  and  a  better  preparation  for  service  for 
Him. 

The  best  example  of  the  Christian's  attitude 
toward  hearing  the  Voice  of  God  (listening)  is 
that  of  Samuel.  As  a  boy,  Samuel  heard  the  voice 
of  the  Lord  one  night.  He  went  to  Eh,  the  Priest, 
for  information.  He  listened  as  Eli  gave  instruc- 
tion. Thereupon,  when  God  spoke  to  Samuel  once 
again,  Samuel  was  ready  with  the  answer.  The 
memorable  words  of  Samuel,  "Speak,  Lord,  for 
thy  servant  heareth,"  have  become  a  monument 
to  the  fact  that  we,  too,  will  do  well  to  listen  for, 
and  to,  the  Voice  of  the  Lord. 


IN  CHURCH.  How  often,  during  worship  ser- 
vices have  we  seen  people  engaging  in  conversa- 
tion during  the  prelude,  scripture  reading,  even 
during  prayer  and  the  pastor's  message.  How  all 
of  us  are  tempted  at  times  to  make  comments 
to  our  neighbor  during  the  services.  Common 
courtesy  insists  that  we  be  quiet  while  someone 
else  is  speaking.  In  Church,  of  all  places,  we 
should  not  only  be  respectful  to  the  minister,  but 
the  occasion  calls  from  us  a  greater  reason.  The 
reason  is  reverence  toward  God.  The  music,  the 
scripture,  the  prayer,  the  sermon.  All  of  these  are 
more  than  the  mechanics  of  a  church  service. 
Brethren,  these,  when  coming  to  us  from  conse- 
crated Christian  servants,  represent  to  us  the 
Voice  of  God  WITH  A  MESSAGE  FOR  US.  If 
we  are  engaged  in  conversation  ourselves,  how 
can  the  message  of  God  reach  our  hearts?  We 
are  to  that  degree,  barren  in  our  spiritual  lives. 

IN  DAILY  DEVOTIONS.  Bible  reading,  Prayer 
and  Meditation.  How  often  we  have  heard  and 
seen  these  three  given  as  making  up  "daily  de- 
votions." It  is  easy  to  read  a  portion  of  scripture. 
It  is  easy  to  make  a  prayer.  But  then  for  us  to 
take  the  time  to  sit  and  meditate.  How  hard  this 
seems  to  be  for  us.  Yet  how  else  can  we  really 
listen  to  the  Voice  of  God  ? 

IN  DAILY  LIVING.  Somewhere  some  time,  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  God  wants  to  talk  to  us.  He 
has  a  special  message  for  our  hearts  for  which 
the  time  was  not  ripe  during  morning  devotions. 
For  our  good,  and  the  good  of  His  work,  it  will 

(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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As  the  President  Views  the 


Brethren's  Home  Interests 


ONLY  A  FEW  YEARS  AGO  the  Brethren's 
Home  did  not  mean  much  to  me.  Yes,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  I  thought  it  was  just  another  place 
for  aged  people  to  go  when  they  no  longer  could 
provide  or  care  for  themselves — just  another  in- 
stitution, if  you  please,  much  like  the  old  county 
home.  Such  places  must  be  dull  and  lonesome. 
There  surely  was  not  much  to  interest  anyone  in 
such  places. 

How  wrong  my  ideas  of  the  Brethren's  Home 
were.  Although  I  lived  within  a  few  miles  of  our 
Church  Home  for  years  I  never  took  the  time  to 
visit  and  to  see  the  vast  difference  between  this 
home  and  just  a  public  institution. 

When  I  was  chosen  to  become  a  member  of  the 
board,  I  accepted,  thinking  this  was  another  un- 
interesting job  someone  must  do.  Again  I  was 
wrong.  After  visiting  the  Brethren's  Home,  with 
other  members  of  the  board,  I  soon  realized  that 
here  was  something  to  be  proud  of  and  a  work 
which  I  have  found  to  be  very  interesting. 

Since  the  Brethren's  Home  represents  so  many 
things  of  interest,  I  would  like  to  pass  on  to  the 
Brethren  people  a  few  of  the  things  that  interest 
me  and  which  should  be  of  interest  to  every 
member  of  the  Brethren  faith. 


te' 
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John  R. 
Johnst-on, 

President, 

Benevolent 

Board 


First,  let  me  state  that  a  completely  differen 
atmosphere  exists  at  the  Brethren's  Home  thai 
in  public  institutions,  because  only  Brethren  peo 
pie  of  good  standing  in  the  local  churches  art 
admitted.  This  accounts  for  the  Christian  attitud< 
of  the  residents  and  the  fellowship  enjoyed. 

Secondly,  there  comes  to  my  mind  our  duty  ai 
Christians  to  provide  for  our  Brethren.  It  surel: 
is  a  privilege  instead  of  a  duty  to  serve  our  Lore 
by  supporting  the  Home  especially  when  we  hav<^ 
such  a  splendid  place  towards  which  we  may  di 
rect  our  efforts.  Then  it  is  only  natural  for  ever: 
Christian  to  be  interested  in  the  welfare  of  hii 
fellow  man.  How  better  can  we  express  this  in^ 
terest  than  in  helping  to  provide  a  good  Chris 
tian  home  for  our  aged? 

If  we  take  a  slightly  selfish  attitude,  which  wi. 
are  inclined  to  do  so  often,  we  obtain  a  certair; 
amount  of  self-satisfaction  having  someone  sa:i 
"Well  done"  when  the  job  is  completed.  This 
each  and  everyone  may  do,  because  the  job  ha 
been  done  so  well  that  the  Home  now  enjoys  thi 
highest  rating  the  State  of  Indiana  can  give  sucl; 
an  institution.  That  position  has  been  attained 
only  through  constant  improvements  which  hav 
been  made  possible  by  the  backing  of  the  peopl 
of  the  Brethren  Church. 

Surely  this  place  represents  the  very  heart  o 
the  Brethren  people.  How  else  can  the  rapii 
growth  of  resident  members  be  accounted  for 
In  approximately  six  years  the  number  of  peopl 
residing  at  the  Home  has  increased  almost  5  foL 
(growing  from  about  5  or  6  in  1950  to  approxij 
mately  28  to  date).  The  vast  increase  in  applica^; 
tions  clearly  show  the  desirability  of  living  i: 
church  homes  as  compared  to  public  institutions 

Another  point  of  interest  is  the  fact  that  th 
Brethren's  Home  cannot  be  considered  just 
place  for  aged  people  to  go  when  they  cannot  car! 
for  themselves.  Upon  visiting  the  Home,  man, 
of  the  residents  are  found  to  be  caring  for  themj 
selves,  their  rooms  and  in  some  cases  helpin, 
with  meals.  These  people  are  not  dependent  bu 
have  given  their  life  earnings  to    come    to    th; 

(Continued  Bottom  of  Next  Page)  j 
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Why  The  BRETHREN  Should  Have 

A  BRETHREN'S  HOME 


John  C.  Eck,  Past  Presidenf, 

Benevolent  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 


FIRST  OF  ALL  in  considering  this  question  we 
need  to  recall  that  the  Brethren  have  always 
considered  it  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Church  to 
are  for  the  aged,  and  in  the  course  of  time  the 
'Lord  led  some  Brethren,  such  as  John  Early 
md  his  sister  Lydia  Fox,  to  set  apart  some  of  the 
ord's  gift  to  them  for  such  a  Brethren's  Home, 
Ud  Henry  Rinehart  of  Flora,  Indiana. 

I  While  neither  of  these  Early  Brethren  saw 
iheir  dreams  become  a  reality,  nevertheless  they 
planted  the  seed  and  others  watered  till  the 
Brethren's  Home  became  a  reality. 

Second  to  none  is  the  fact  that  aged  folk  are 
nuch  more  content  in  a  Church  operated  and 
IJhurch  maintained  home  than  in  any  other  simi- 
ar  place  for  caring  of  aged  folk.  This  is  the  tes- 
;imony  of  many  who  have  had  the  experi- 
mce.  Just  as  recent  as  January  first  this  year  it 
vas  my  privilege  to  visit  one  of  the  newly  built 
md  maintained  Church  Homes  in  our  valley,  and 
;he  members  expressed  their  thankfulness  to  be 
ible  to  be  in  such  a  fine  fellowship  of  Church 
'oik  and  management. 

This  fact  is  also  the  testimony  of  any  welfare, 
)r  Case  worker  as  they  have  opportunity  to 
;ransfer  folk  from  public  operated  to  private 
I!hurch  Homes. 


The  President's  Message 

(Continued  from  Facing  Page) 

Home.  Some  have  no  family  to  care  for  them  in 
time  of  need.  Others  come  for  companionship 
with  people  their  own  age.  The  reasons  they 
come  are  not  as  important  as  the  fact  that  they 
3ome,  because  the  Brethren's  Home  is  just  what 
it  is  claimed  to  be — a  part  of  the  Brethren 
Church. 

Covington,  Ohio. 


Many  of  the  Brethren  who  are  receiving  as- 
sistance from  the  superannuated  minister's  fund 
are  missing  the  fellowship  of  such  associations  as 
is  found  in  the  Brethren's  Home. 

You,  as  a  member  of  The  Brethren  Church, 
have  your  share  of  the  responsibility  to  support 
the  Brethren's  Home  with  your  prayers,  visits 
and  gifts  to  the  Home ;  and  of  those  that  are  not 
residents  of  the  Home,  preferring  to  stay  in  a 
private  home,  hoping  that  some  one  will  be 
willing  to  care  for  them  when  such  care  is 
needed,  and  who  receive  a  monthly  assistance  to 
help  care  for  such  work. 

This  private  home  care  is  becoming  more  and 
more  of  a  problem  for  the  individual  Church  to 
try  and  solve.  The  Brethren's  Home  is  the  an- 
swer, when  the  Home  is  not  full  to  capacity  as  is 
the  case  at  the  present  time. 

Therefore  it  is  your  duty  and  responsibility  as 
a  Brethren  to  help  share  in  this  ministry  to  the 
aged  of  the  Church  and  it  is  one  that  you  should 
consider  prayerfully,  following  the  command- 
ment: "Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  Thyself." 

If  you  are  a  10,  15,  or  20  per  center  you  will 
want  to  share  a  part  of  your  blesssings  with  your 
aged  Brethren.  The  10  per-center  is  found  in 
Leviticus  27:30.  The  Jewish  faith  require  15% 
to  their  Temple.  If  we  as  Gentile  Christians  are 
enjoying  our  inheritance,  as  born  again  believers 
in  the  only  way  of  salvation,  through  the  Re- 
demptive Blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  we  should  try 
the  20%,  which  is  allowable  income  tax  deduc- 
tion. 

I  am  sure  after  you  have  perused  the  pages  of 
this  official  organ  of  the  Brethren  Church,  you 
will  want  to  have  your  share  in  caring  for  the 
Brethren,  whether  they  be  a  member  of  Breth- 
ren's Home  family  or  in  some  private  Home. 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 
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The   Brethren's    Home 

A  RESPONSIBILITY 

of   The   Brethren   Church 

Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart,   Pastor,   Flora,   Indiana 


AS  A  RESULT  of  the  foresight  of  some  of  our 
earher  brethren  who  saw  the  need  of  a  home 
to  care  for  the  elderly  people  of  the  Brethren 
church,  we  have  a  very  nice  and  comfortable 
Home  located  just  outside  the  corporation  of 
Flora,  Indiana.  I  believe  the  Christian  church 
shares  the  same  feeling  toward  those  who  are 
unable  to  care  for  themselves.  There  are  many 
Homes  of  this  kind  supported  by  the  various  de- 
nominations. In  caring  of  those  we  believe  we 
are  rendering  a  Christian  service  that  is  pleasing 
unto  our  Lord  for  He  said,  "Inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  breth- 
ren, ye  have  done  it  unto  Me."  We  believe  this 
is  applicable  in  caring  for  His  people  whether 
Jew  or  Gentile  today.  We  also  read  that  His  con- 
demnation was  upon  those  who  refused  to  care 
for  those  in  need. 

Many  of  our  churches  feel  very  keenly  this  re- 
sponsibility but  there  are  those  who  seem  to 
think  the  responsibility  belongs  to  some  one  else 
and  not  to  them,  but,  regardless  of  how  remote 
we  may  be  situated  from  the  Home,  the  respon- 
sibility still  rests  upon  every  member  of  the 
church.  For  many  years  the  residents  there  were 
few,  but  the  situation  has  changed  and  the  Home 
is  now  full,  and  many  applications  are  being 
made,  and  those  wishing  to  enter  must  be  placed 
on  a  waiting  list.  The  main  building  and  the  three 
cottages  are  full.  This  adds  up  to  one  thing 
needed,  and  that  is  another  large  building,  or  a 
wing  on  the  main  building.  But  as  it  is  there  is 
a  great  expense  incurred  in  caring  for  such  an 
institution.  The  Benevolent  Board  was  forced  to 
spend  a  lot  of  money  on  the  Home  to  meet  the 
requirement  of  the  State  of  Indiana  for  the  com- 
fort and  safety  of  the  residents.  It  cost  many 
thousands  of  dollars  to  meet  the  demand  and  to 
get  top  rating  from  the  State.  This  could  not  be 
helped   and  no  complaints  should   be  registered 


against  the  Board.  We  have  a  nice  comfortable 
Home,  and,  we  are  proud  to  say  to  all,  "This  is 
our  Brethren's  Home."  But  this  is  not  all  the 
cost ;  it  takes  a  lot  of  money  to  operate  and  main- 
tain a  Home  like  this.  There  must  be  a  Super- 
intendent and  Matron,  a  cook  and  nurse  and  man 
and  wife  to  help  with  the  washing  and  ironing 
and  the  outside  work.  It  is  impossible  today  to 
get  help  for  their  board  and  a  few  cents  per  hour. 
Dependable  help  is  hard  to  get  and  they  demand 
salaries  that  compare  with  wages  other  places. 
This  places  a  responsibility  upon  the  entire 
church.  The  Board  must  meet  this  expense,  but 
they  cannot  do  it  unless  each  one  of  us  contrib- 
utes to  this  fund. 

We  wish  it  were  possible  for  the  entire  church 
to  visit  the  Home  and  meet  the  residents  and  the 
fine  staff  of  workers.  The  Board  is  to  be  com- 
mended on  having  such  fine  and  capable  people  as 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Kuns,  as  Superintendent 
and  Matron.  The  place  is  kept  clean  and  is  a  de- 
sirable place  to  live;  the  food  is  good  and  plen- 
tiful. Let  us  all  get  back  of  the  Board  and  give 
them  a  good  offering. 


Your  Offerings? 


Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

BENEVOLENT   OFFERING 

(For  Brethren's  Home  and  Retired  Ministers'  Fund) 

Make  checks  payable  to  L.  V.  King,  Treasurer,  and 
address  Rev.  L.  V.  King,  1033  E.  Main  St.,  Louisville, 
Ohio. 


^ 
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The  Brethren  Church  Home 


THE  BRETHREN'S  HOME,  located  at  Flora, 
Indiana,  is  the  result  of  the  gifts,  labors  and 
prayers  of  many  people,  over  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  years.  We  have  now  for  the  people  of  our 
church,  the  main  building,  three  cottages,  besides 
the  small  farm  and  necessary  buildings  which  a 
small  farm  requires.  It  is  a  Home  well  main- 
tained and  of  course  must  comply  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  Indiana  Board  of  Health. 

Such  an  institution  will  never  be  self-supported. 
The  expense  is  too  great,  needed  labor  is  high 
and  the  farm  is  not  large  enough  to  warrant  a 
very  large  income.  We  were  very  fortunate  for 
a  few  years,  by  receiving  good  gifts  from  people 
who  desired  to  enter  the  Home.  Through  special 
gifts,  plus  the  good  offerings  once  per  year  from 
the  churches  and  some  annuity  gifts,  we  were 
able  to  build  up  some  resources  and  also  make 
the  necessary  repairs  and  add  new  equipment  as 
seemed  necessary.  There  was  also  the  building  of 
the  three  cottages. 

However,  the  past  three  years  the  offerings 
have  not  been  so  large,  monies  from  wills  have 
been  less  and  the  special  gifts  have  likewise  not 
been  so  heavy.  Consequently,  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  draw  upon  our  resources  for  the  past  few 
months.  This  can  only  go  so  far,  as  some  of  this 
money  is  in  annuities,  and  only  the  interest  can 
be  used. 

THEREFORE,  BRETHREN,  OUR  CHURCH 
HOME  TREASURY  IS  IN  NEED  OF  A 
LARGER  SUPPORT. 

The  Super-annuated  Minister's  fund  is  now  in 
the  red.  This  fund  helps  with  a  gift,  rightly  de- 
served in  every  case,  each  month  of  the  year  for 


aged  ministers  and  widows  of  ministers,  who 
have  labored  in  the  church  for  years.  These  folk 
are  not  living  at  the  Home  at  Flora  but  in  some 
cases  in  their  own  home  or  with  relatives.  This 
small  amount  is  greatly  appreciated  by  these  wor- 
thy folk.  But,  listen  —  at  last  General  Con- 
ference time,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  Board  to  cut  $5.00  from  each  check,  every 
month  during  this  year.  That  amount  of  $60.00 
per  year  less  means  a  considerable  loss  to  some 
of  these  people. 

Remember — that  we  have  a  number  of  minis- 
ters in  our  beloved  church  who  could  not  quali- 
fy for  the  Brethren  Minister's  Pension  Fund,  due 
to  being  past  the  65  year  limit.  No  one  can  come 
to  their  assistance  when  they  cease  their  labors 
as  some  have,  except  our  Board. 

You  may  now  understand  why  the  Board  is  so 
insistent  that  our  offering  this  February  shall  be 
much  larger  than  last  year.  Also  recall  that  this 
Board  functions  in  a  dual  capacity:  namely  for 
the  Brethren's  Home  and  the  Aged  Ministers' 
fund. 

We  have  a  contract  with  every  person  in  the 
Home  at  Flora.  Legally  and  morally,  we  have  a 
promise  to  keep.  It  is  a  moral  obligation.  What 
will  it  be  for  these  folk  next  year,  less?  or  back 
to  the  amount  which  they  had  hitherto  been  re- 
ceiving ? 

Please,  count  it  a  real  privilege  for  service. 
In  His  name, 

Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle, 

Secretary,    Benevolence    Board 

New  Paris,  Indiana. 
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Some  FACTS  and  FIGURES 

of  THE  BENEVOLENT  BOARD 

Rev.  L.  V.  King,  Treasurer,    Benevolent   Board 


BELOW  YOU  WILL  FIND  a  graph  showing  the  rela- 
tion between  total  earnings  and  expenses  per  year 
per  thousand  of  dollars  since  1936.  The  increase  in  ex- 
penditures in  the  yeai's  1952  and  1953  was  due  to  the 
many  improvements  made  necessary  by  the  State  of  In- 
diana such  as  rewiring,  replumbing,  repainting,  repoint- 
ing  walls,  increase  in  help  and  salary,  etc. 


Below  on  the  next  page  you  will  also  find  some  figures 
which  ought  to  be  of  interest  to  every  Brethren  who  has 
had  a  share  in  contributing  to  the  Benevolent  Fund.  They 
will  tell  you  some  trends  you  need  to  know. 

You  will  notice  under  resources  that  the  fund  kept  in- 
creasing each  year  until  the  peak  was  reached  in  1954. 
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Then  note  the  decrease  for  1955  and  decrease  as  of  Jan. 
1,  1956. 

This   decrease   of  our  resources  is   due   to   2   things: 

First,  we  have  not  had  sufficient  receipts  for  the  past 
few  years  to  meet  the  increased  expenditures  and  we  have 
had  to  draw  from  these  resources.  However,  if  the  trend 
continues  for  the  next  threS  years  it  will  mean  that  we 
will  have  no  resources  left. 

Second,  we  have  not  had  any  large  gifts  through  wills 
and  life  members  the  past  few  years.  Since  the  Home  is 
full  we  are  not  securing  any  funds  from  new  life  mem- 
bers. 

Many  people  have  asked  why  such  a  large  resource 
fund?  You  can  see  now  what  a  blessing  this  has  been. 
We  could  not  have  met  the  demands  of  the  State  with- 
out these  resources. 

However,  in  being  compelled  to  withdraw  from  this 
fund,  we  have  been  defeating  the  real  purpose  of  the 
fund,  namely  the  building  up  of  our  resources  so  that  we 
would  have  sufficient  to  add  a  wing  to  the  present  build- 
ing. 

The  reason  for  a  wing  is  to  make  more  room  for  life 
members,  increase  the  hospital  facilities  and  to  make  bet- 
ter provision  to  separate  the  men's  and  the  women's  de- 
partments. This  increased  fund  would  mean  that  we  would 
not  need  to  come  to  the  Churches  and  ask  for  a  large 
contribution  toward  such  an  addition. 

But  now,  since  we  are  compelled  to  use  this  fund  for 
regular  running  of  the  Home  and  Ministers'  Fund  we  will 
be   compelled  to  do  one  of  two  things: 


Either,  forget  the  addition  OR  come  to  the  Churches 
for  a  large  building  fund. 

Then  too,  many  of  our  people  forget  that  these  re- 
sources are  made  up  of  endowment,  the  principal  of  which 
cannot  be  used;  of  Annuities;  (And  the  Board  does  not 
feel  it  wise  to  spend  this  money  as  long  as  the  annuitant 
is  living)  and  gifts  from  life  members.  Here  the  same 
policy  holds   as  in  Annuities. 

Again,  there  are  many  people  that  do  not  realize  that 
this  Benevolent  Offering  is  for  two  separate  funds.  First, 
the  Brethren's  Home  fund  which  feeds  about  30  people 
3  meals  a  day,  beside  wages,  clothing,  medical  expense 
and  upkeep. 

Second,  the  Superannuated  Fund  which  at  present  min- 
isters to  6  Ministers  and  their  wives,  one  Minister,  and  to 
nine  Ministers  wives  (Widows).  We  have  had  to  reduce 
this  amount  this  past  year  by  $5.00  per  month,  thus 
breaking  the   precedent  of  the   past  ten   years. 

It  can  be  said  of  those  receiving  help  that  none  sent 
in  any  complaint,  although  we  know  it  has  meant  a  sac- 
rifice on  their  part.  Some  return  their  tithe,  others  give 
gifts  at  regular  time  of  offering,  and  all  express  grat- 
itude for  the  gifts.  But  we  just  must  come  back  to  the 
payment  of  former  years  if  we  are  to  do  justice  to  these 
worthy  servants  who  now  need  your  help. 

PLEASE,  STUDY  THE  GRAPH  AND  FIGURES  AND 
THEY  WILL  SHOW  THE  GREAT  NEED. 

Louisville,  Ohio. 


RECEIPTS 

OF  TREASURER 


1935  1940  1945  1950  1955 

$  6,018.41 $10,189.44 $22,639.51 $33,638.97 $42,366.37 

Highest  was  in  1952— $53,377.16 


EXPENDITURES  1935  1940  1945  1950  1955 

OF  TREASURER   $  4,565.50 $  8,616.93 $16,784.85 $19,852.51 $37,523.19 

Highest  was  in  1952— $43,554.92 

MINISTER'S  1935  1940  1945  1950  1955 

FUND    EXPENDITURES $      457.84 $1,589.46 $3,399.08 $5,143.70 $7,023.36 

Estimate  for  1956— $5,600.00 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  1935  1940  1945  1950  1955 

EXPENSES     $      847.00 $2,742.00 $4,684.00 $5,733.00 $18,828.75 

Highest  was  in  1954— $20,097.00 


RESOURCES 


GIFTS 

FROM  CHURCHES 


1935  1940  1945  1950  1955 

$4,507.00 $4,638.00 $10,372.00 $25,276.00 $26,583.00 

Highest  in  1954— $39,299.00.  Jan.  1,  1956— $19,475.00 

1935  1940  1945  1950  1955 

$  2,719.00 $  3,387.00 $  6,950.00 $  8,913.00 $10,569.00 

Highest  in  1953— $11,057.00.  This  included  gift  of  $1,000.00 
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========= \ 


'-pHE  OLD  YEAR  HAS  FLED  into  Eternity 
■■•  and  the  New  Year  is  hei'e  again.  In  behalf 
of  the  members,  we  want  to  thank  all  our  good 
Brethren,  Woman's  Missionary  Societies,  Sister- 
hood girls  and  all  who  made  Christmas  possible 
at  the  Brethren's  Home. 

Christmas  Eve  we  presented  a  devotional  pro- 
gram, and  then  Santa  and  his  helpers  presented 
each  one  with  many  gifts,  sent  in  from  the  dif- 
ferent Churches. 

We  had  a  twenty-two  pound  turkey  for  our 
Christmas  dinner,  money  was  donated  for  it.  All 
members  were  able  to  come  to  the  dining  room 
but  Mrs.  Coin,  who  has  been  confined  to  her 
room  for  several  weeks. 


There  has  been  a  new  member  added  to  our 
list  here,  Mr.  Gilbert  Jordon,  making  twenty-two 
members. 

Services  are  held  each  Thursday  afternoon  by 
Rev.  Stewart,  Pastor  of  our  Flora  Church,  and 
each  Tuesday  evening  by  Rev.  Belote,  a  member 
of  the  Home. 

We  hope  many  of  you  folk  can  visit  the  Home 
this  coming  year.  We  feel  that  our  Brethren 
Churches  can  be  justly  proud  of  our  Home  at 
Flora.  May  God  Bless  everyone. 

Yours  in  His  service, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  RusseBI  Kuns, 

Supt.  and  Matron. 
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AN  APPRECIATION 


Tiopeka,  Kansas, 
December  7,  1955 


Dear  Rev.  King: 


When  the  check  came  I  took  it  out  and  looked  at  it  and  said, 
"Praise  the  Lord,  that  will  buy  groceries  for  another  month."  Thanks  a 
million.  For  many  years  I  taught  my  Church  people  to  contribute  to  the 
Benevolent  Fund.  Enjoyed  doing  so,  of  course. 

And  now,  in  our  retired  years  we  aie  enjoying  being  a  recipient 
from  that  fund.  It's  sort  of  a  blessed,  happy  feeling  that  the  Lord  cares 
for  His  own.  Praise  His  Name. 

Had  to  miss  Sunday  School  and  Church  Sunday  because  of  a  severe 
attack  of  sinus.  First  for  a  long  time.  But  the  Doctor  gave  relief. 

Rev.  W.    R.    Deeter. 
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CHRIST  ALONE   CAN  SAVE 

The  passengers  were  assembled  on  the  deck  of 
a  sinking  ship.  Life  belts  were  handed  around  and 
hastily  adjusted.  One  man  refused  to  take  his. 

"I'm  a  fine  swimmer,"  he  said;  "I'll  pick  up 
something  to  hang  on  to  before  I  get  tired." 

"Better  take  a  belt  to  be  on  the  safe  side,"  ad- 
vised a  friend. 

"Not  a  bit  of  use,"  he  persisted;  "my  chances 
are  as  good  as  anybody's." 

"Better  trust  Christ  for  salvation  and  come 
into  the  church!"  warned  a  young  Christian, 
speaking  to  his  worldly  friend. 

"There  is  no  use,"  said  the  other.  "I  think  my 
chances  of  eternal  life  are  as  good  as  anybody's. 
I  am  not  a  great  sinner.  I've  lived  decent  all  my 
life — far  more  decent  than  many  of  your  church 
members  who  are  trusting  in  Christ." 

Well,  what  about  it?  When  the  ship  sank  the 
good  swimmer  went  down,  as  did  all  the  others, 
but  he  never  came  up.  The  men  with  life  belts 
who  could  not  swim  came  up  and  were  saved. 
What  of  the  man  who  goes  down  into  the  grave 
without  Christ,  trusting  in  his  own  goodness? 
Will  he  come  up  and  be  saved?  Jesus  says  of 
those  who  trust  in  Him  for  salvation:  "I  will 
raise  him  up  at  the  last  day." 

If  our  own  goodness  could  save  us,  then  Jesus 
need  not  have  come  at  all.  Only  the  righteousness 
of  Christ  Jesus  can  triumph  over  death  and  raise 
us  up  to  eternal  life*  Be  on  the  safe  side — take  a 
life  belt! — Elim  Evangel. 


TOUCH  HIS  GARMENT 

The  Bible  tells  us  of  a  man  whose  name  was 
Asa.  It  says  he  was  diseased  in  his  feet  and  the 
"disease  was  exceeding  great:  yet  in  his  disease 
he  sought  not  to  the  Lord,  but  to  physicians," 
and  he  "slept  with  his  fathers."  The  Word  also 
tells  us  of  a  woman  who  had  an  affliction  for 
twelve  years  "and  had  suffered  many  things  of 
many  physicians,  and  had  spent  all  that  she  had, 
and  was  nothing  better  but  rather  grew  worse." 
But  when  this  woman  heard  of  Jesus  she  sought 
Him  out  in  the  crowd  and  touched  His  garment 
for  she  said  if  she  might  but  touch  His  clothes 
she  would  be  whole.  And  the  Word  says:  "And 
straightway  .  .  .  she  felt  in  her  body  that  she  was 
healed  of  the  plague."  God  is  still  saying  to  His 
people,  "I  am  the  Lord  that  healeth  thee." — Sel. 


MOTHER'S  RELIGION 

A  young  man  came  to  Chicago  from  a  farm 
in  Indiana,  where  he  had  left  his  old  mother. 
Soon  after  this.  Bob  IngersoU  spoke  at  the  Audi- 
torium, and  the  young  man  was  persuaded  to  go 
to  hear  him,  by  a  former  Indiana  schoolmate,  who 
had  become  a  great  admirer  of  IngersoU. 

"You'll  see  how  Colonel  IngersoU  will  bowl 
over  the  doctrines  of  believers  in  the  Bible,"  said 
a  friend.  "It  will  open  your  eyes  some,  I  tell  you." 

IngersoU  was  in  excellent  form,  and  gave  one 
of  his  usual  adroit  and  ingenious  speeches.  As 
the  friends  were  leaving,  the  admirer  of  IngersoU 
turned  to  the  young  man  from  the  farm  saying: 

"Wasn't  that  great?  Did  you  ever  hear  any- 
thing like  it?  Didn't  he  just  sweep  away  every 
stick  and  stone,  every  argument  and  theory  of 
the  orthodox  side?  He  simply  didn't  leave  any- 
thing of  the  other  side  at  all — he  certainly  made 
a  clean  sweep."  - 

"I  know  one  thing  he  didn't  sweep  away,"  said 
the  young  man  from  Indiana. 

"What  was  that?" 

"My  old  mother's  religion." — Selected. 


THE  PERFECT  ANSWER 

An  infidel  had  just  finished  giving  an  argument 
against  Christianity  and  salvation.  He  said  that  if 
anyone  cared  to  argue  the  point,  to  come  up  on 
the  platform.  A  grey  haired  Christian  slowly 
walked  up  and  sat  down  on  the  platform  bench. 

-     "What  is  your  argument?"  asked  the  infidel. 

The  elderly  man  took  an  orange  from  his  pock- 
et, peeled  it  and  began  to  eat  the  fruit,  much  to 
the  wonderment  of  all.  When  he  completed  the 
eating  of  the  orange,  he  looked  intently  on  the 
infidel  and  asked,  "How  did  the  orange  taste 
which  I  ate?" 

"I  do  not  know;  I  did  not  taste  it,"  replied  the 
puzzled  skeptic. 

"Just  so  with  salvation,"  replied  the  believer. 
"You  are  talking  against  something  you  have  not 
tasted  or  experienced.  But  I  have  tasted  and  seen 
that  the  Lord  is  good  and  I  advise  you  to  do  the 
same." — Nathanael  Olson. 
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OBEDIENCE 


OUR  SUBJECT  today  is  one  that  should  be 
familiar  to  all  Brethren  people  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  it  has  fallen  by  the  wayside, 
so  to  speak,  for  we  hear  very  little  said  today 
concerning  it. 

We  as  Brethren  have  always  believed  and  prac- 
ticed the  basic  teachings  of  God's  word.  We  be- 
lieve that  in  order  to  have  Salvation  we  needed 
to  hear  the  word,  believe  the  word,  repent  of  our 
Sins  and  turn  to  God.  Then  we  believe  and  per- 
haps more  strongly  than  most  groups  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  revealed  will  of  God;  to  His  com- 
mands. 

Where  there  has  been  a  genuine  faith  and  re- 
pentance, obedience  follows  without  any  hesi- 
tancy. There  is  no  neglect  of  the  command  to 
obey  the  will  of  God  at  the  very  threshold  of 
Salvation,  The  Blessings  of  Salvation  do  not  come 
to  one  who  knowingly  or  willfully  refuses  obe- 
dience to  the  will  of  God.  I  John  2:3  tells  us: 
"And  hereby  we  do  know  that  we  know  Him,  if 
we  keep  His  Commandments."  Matthew  has  writ- 
ten for  us  the  great  commission,  and  in  the  28th 
chapter,  the  20th  verse,  Jesus  says  "teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have 
commanded  you."  In  Acts  5:32  we  have  the 
strong  statement  that  "God  gives  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  them  that  obey  Him,"  and  in  Heb.  5:9  we 
have  these  words,  "And  having  been  made  per- 
fect, He  (Jesus)  became  the  author  of  Eternal 
Salvation  unto  all  them  that  obey  Him."  Paul 
warns  against  the  Judgments  that  fall  upon 
those  who  obey  not  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in 


2  Thess.  1:8,  Jesus  speaking  in  John  14:21  says, 
"He  that  hath  my  commandments,  and  keepeth 
them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  me,  and  he  that  loveth 
me  shall  be  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love 
him,  and  will  manifest  myself  to  him."  Obedience 
to  the  whole  will  of  God  then  is  necessary  to 
every  sincere  disciple.  And  this  obedience  must 
begin  at  the  threshold  of  the  new  life. 

There  are  three  particular  obligations  laid 
upon  the  believer  at  the  very  beginning  of  his 
Christian  experience  that  call  for  obedience.  The 
first  is  Confession,  then  Baptism  and  Confirma- 
tion, or  the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  reception 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Let  us  notice  that  these  all, 
Faith,  Repentance  and  Obedience,  which  includes 
Confession,  Baptism,  and  Confirmation,  are  all 
personal  acts  of  man.  They  may  be  described  as 
his  conversion,  God's  work  accompanies  him 
every  step  of  the  way.  Paul  in  Rom,  6:17  and  18 
says,  "But  God  be  thanked,  that  ye  were  the  ser- 
vants of  sin,  but  ye  have  obeyed  from  the  heart 
that  form  of  doctrine  which  was  delivered  you. 
Being  then  made  free  from  sin,  ye  became  the 
servants  of  righteousness."  And  Peter  writing  in 
1st  Peter  1:22,  23  tells  us,  "seeing  ye  have  puri- 
fied your  souls  in  obeying  the  truth  through  the 
Spirit  unto  unfeigned  love  of  the  Brethren,  see 
that  ye  love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart  fer- 
vently: being  born  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed, 
but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  word  of  God,  which 
liveth  and  abideth  forever.  These  writers  tell  us 
that  we  have  become  a  child  of  God  because  of 
our  obedience  to  His  will  as  revealed  to  us,  there- 
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by  allowing  His  Grace  to  be  shown  in  our  lives 
by  the  act  of  the  new  birth  which  is  given  from 
Heaven. 

Then  Peter  says,  "Wherefore  gird  up  the  loins 
of  your  mind,  be  sober,  and  hope  to  the  end  for 
the  Grace  that  is  to  be  brought  unto  you  at  the 
revelation  of  Jesus  Christ;  as  obedient  children, 
not  fashioning  yourselves  according  to  the  former 
lusts  in  your  ignorance,  but  as  He  which  hath 
called  you  is  Holy,  so  be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of 
conversation."  As  obedient  children  then  it  be- 
comes necessary  for  us  to  study  God's  Word  that 
we  might  know  His  will  for  us.  Some  of  the  Com- 
mands that  we  find  are  Jas.  4:17,  "To  him  that 
knoweth  to  do  good  and  doeth  it  not  to  him  it 
it  is  sin."  Jas:  5:12  says  "Swear  not,"  and  in  the 
sermon  on  the  Mount,  Matt.  5:33-37  Jesus  says, 
"Swear  not."  Do  you? 

John  13:14  gives  us  Jesus'  command  in  these 
words,  "If  I  then  your  Lord  and  Master,  have 
washed  your  feet;  ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  an- 
others  feet."  Others  are  "Is  any  sick  among  you? 
let  him  call  for  the  elders  of  the  church."  "Love 
thine  Enemy."  "Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men 
do  to  you,  do  you  even  so  to  them."  "Love  one 
another."  "I  beseech  you  therefore.  Brethren,  by 
the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  present  your  bodies 
a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which 
is  your  reasonable  service.  And  be  not  conformed 
to  this  world:  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  re- 
newing of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is 
that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect,  will  of 
God."  "Be  ye  not  unequally  yoked  together  with 
unbelievers."  "Wherefore  come  out  from  among 
them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord,  and 
touch  not  the  unclean  thing;  and  I  will  receive 
you."  "Grudge  not  one  against  another,"  "Humble 
yourselves  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord." 

There  are,  so  I  was  told  by  Bro.  I,  D.  Bowman, 
over  six  hundred  do's  and  don'ts  in  God's  word 
for  us  to  obey.  How  many  are  you  obeying  to- 
day? Yes,  I  believe  that  this  subject  needs  to  be 
studied  in  our  churches  today.  We  must  be  obe- 
dient if  we  want  God's  blessings  to  fall  on  us. 
May  we  seek  to  be  better  followers  of  Him  who 
said,  "Ye  are  my  Friends  if  ye  do  whatsoever  I 
Command  You." 

Leon,  Iowa. 
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SPECIAL  SERVICES  AT  TEEGARDEN,  INDIANA 

It  was  a  real  privilege  for  this  Pastor  to  spend  two  full 
weeks,  October  3-16,  with  Rev.  J.  E.  Berkshire  and  the 
good  people  of  Teegarden,  Indiana,  in  an  Evangelistic 
effort.  Brother  Berkshire  and  Brother  Metcalf  did  a  splen- 
did job  with  the  music  during  the  meetings.  Attendance 
was  mighty  fine,  with  a  real  Spirit  of  Prayer  and  Devo- 
tion to  Christ  and  their  Church  shown  in  the  regularity 
of  their  presence  in  every  service. 

The  weather  was  real  wet  throughout  the  two  weeks, 
but  did  not  bother  these  fine  people  in  the  least.  Many 
visiting  delegations  were  present  from  North  Liberty, 
County  Line,  Elkhart,  and  other  Churches  in  the  commun- 
ity. We  enjoyed  the  fine  special  music  from  time  to  time. 

The  Pastor  was  entertained  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  Holland,  and  certainly  was  treated  like  Royalty. 
We  enjoyed  immensely  the  noon  and  evening  meals  in 
the  homes  of  many  of  the  good  members.  Each  day  was 
spenti  in  calling  upon  the  inactive  and  unsaved.  There  was 
one  reconsecration  and  addition  to  the  church.  We  pray 
that  the  way  was  opened  for  many  more. 

This  Church  is  just  entering  upon  a  forward  looking 
program  for  the  Lord.  With  the  purchase  of  a  Parson- 
age, and  a  Pastor  living  upon  the  field,  the  future  should 
hol(l  many  blessings  for  them.  The  opportunities  there  are 
of  course  unlimited — as  they  are  nearly  everywhere.  These 
good  people  have  taken  some  very  fine  steps  forward  in 
the  past  year,  and  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Berkshire,  should  continue  to  grow  in  the  days 
ahead. 

We  thank  each  of  them  for  the  wonderful  friendship 
and  fellowship  extended  our  way  during  these  two  weeks 
— the  gift  for  our  Services  was  more  than  sufficient.  May 
God's  Blessing  abide  with  them  richly  in  the  New  Year. 

R.  K.  Higgins. 


REVIVAL  MEETING  AT  LOREE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

The  Loree  Church  experienced  great  joy  in  the  Spirit 
through  the  ministry  of  our  beloved  brother,  Rev.  C.  A. 
Stewart  as  preacher  and  Mr.  Joe  Thomas  as  music  direc- 
tor and  soloist.  Meetings  began  on  Sunday  evening,  Nov. 
27th  and  continued  over  Sunday,  December  11th. 

Rev.  Stewart  is  well  known  in  the  Brethren  church,  now 
pastor  at  Flora,  Indiana,  but  all  the  years  of  his  pastoral 
life  he  has  also  served  the  church  in  many  evangelistic 
meetings  in  many  of  our  churches.  This  was  the  fourth 
time  we  had  labored  together  in  such  meetings,  sometimes 
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he  the  evangelist  and  I  the  pastor  and  other  times  I  the 
evangelist  and  he  the  pastor.  His  sermons  were  excellent 
gospel  preaching,  and  strong  appeals  were  made  to  the 
unsaved,  but  the  unsaved  were  conspicuous  by  their  ab- 
sence. Only  five  different  unsaved  persons  were  in  at 
tendance,  and  none  of  these  over  three  times,  and  others 
once  or  twice. 

Our  attendance  was  good,  averaging  about  125  and 
some  nights  a  house  full.  The  first  week  was  stormy 
weather  and  one  night  service  could  not  be  held  because 
of  storm  which  left  us  without  heat  or  light.  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Stewart  drove  back  and  forth  to  their  home,  a  dis- 
tance of  30  miles  from  Loree,  but  came  in  the  morning 
and  evangelist  and  pastor  and  wives  were  entertained  in 
various  homes  for  noonday  dinner;  and  such  dinners,  I 
mean  such  wonderful  dinners  and  such  delightful  visits. 
Rev.  Stewart  was  pastor  at  Loree  for  nine  years  and  the 
whole  community  has  words  of  praise  for  him.  Such  rich 
fellowship  with  good  friends  of  so  many  years.  Of  coui'se 
these  years  have  made  their  ravage  of  death.  The  eve- 
ning meal  which  was  light  indeed  was  served  at  the  par- 
sonage and  the  fellowship  with  the  Stewarts,  such  a 
charming  couple,  was  a  continual  joy. 

The  Music  director,  Joe  Thomas,  is  quite  well  known 
and  a  popular  radio  singer  of  gospel  music.  His  solo 
renditions  were  superb  and  his  congenial  way  of  directing 
congregational  singing  was  of  the  highest  order.  He  also 
drove  back  and  forth  from  Indianapolis,  a  distance  of 
about  70  miles  from  Loree.  His  work  in  the  city  made 
this  necessary.  Our  people  were  well  pleased  with  the 
preaching  and  the  singing  and  have  only  praise  for  both 
the  preacher  and  the  singer. 

Our  field  was  gleaned  of  children  who  are  old  enough 
to  make  that  good  confession  of  faith,  having  been  re- 
ceived into  the  church  at  the  close  of  DVBS,  and  the  un- 
saved did  not  attend,  although  many  of  them  were  visited 
and  they  promised  to  come,  but,  of  course  it  is  rather 
easy  to  defer,  if  you  have  no  definite  interest.  However 
we  had  a  good  meeting. 

Visitors  from  other  churches  increased  our  attendance. 
Rev.  Sibert,  pastor  at  Burlington,  Indiana,  and  quite  a 
number  of  his  congregation  attended  at  different  times. 
Joe  Thomas  had  led  the  singing  in  their  meeting  only  a 
short  time  before.  Rev.  Gable  was  in  a  meeting  at  the 
Center  Chapel  church  during  part  of  the  time  of  our 
meeting,  with  Rev.  Bates  as  evangelist;  otherwise  we 
being  neighbors  would  have  exchanged  visits.  We  are 
grateful  to  Rev.  Stewart  and  his  congregation  at  Flora 
for  the  privilege  of  having  him  as  our  evangelist.  The 
day  of  evangelism  is  never  over,  it  is  the  primary  task 
of  the  church.  Let  us  carry  it  on  faithfully. 

Claud  Studebaker,  Bunker  Hill,  Indiana. 
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THE  CHURCH  is  not  to  be  judged  by  the  frailties  or 
failures  of  its  members.  The  church  is  to  be  judged 
for  what  it  can  do  for  a  person,  and  what  it  offers  in 
its  ideals,  its  resources,  and  not  by  those  who  have  let 
the  church  down. — Robert  Boyd  Munger,  in  What  Jesus 
Says  (Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.). 
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BECKONE.  Joseph  Franklin  Beckone  greatly  loved  and 
respected  member  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church  was 
born  April  12,  1868  and  departed  the  earthly  life  Jan. 
3,  1956,  aged  87  years,  eight  months  and  twenty-one  days. 
As  was  his  custom,  he  was  present  in  Sunday  School, 
and  morning  and  evening  services,  on  the  Lord's  Day 
preceding  his  passing  to  be  with  the  Lord.  He  had 
helped  to  rebuild  and  improve  the  church  some  years 
ago,  donating  his  months  of  labor.  Few  equal  or  surpass 
so  excellent  a  record  of  attendance  as  was  his.  It  was 
true  of  him  that  he  was  a  good)  mart  and  full  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  of  faith.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cem- 
etery adjoining  the  church.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  his  pastor,  the  undersigned.  A  large  company 
of  his  friends  filled  the  church. 

John  F.  Locke,  Pastor  Mt.  Olive. 
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WALLACE  NUTTING  tells  in  his  autobiography 
about  a  certain  man  who  was  famed  as  a  collector 
of  Bibles.  The  man's  interest  was  not  in  the  truth  which 
could  be  found  in  the  sacred  books.  He  was  concerned 
merely  with  their  monetary  value  when  they  were  placed 
on  the  market.  He  would  go  home  with  profanity  pour- 
ing from  his  lips  after  he  had  bought  a  rare  copy  of  the 
Bible.  He  never  opened  a  single  volume  to  read  what  was 
written  on  its  pages.  Nutting  says  that  even  though  the 
man  once  paid  $100,000  for  a  single  Bible,  "he  didn't  get 
enough  for  his  money." — From  G.  Ernest  Thomas  in 
Spiritual  Life  in  the  New  Testament  (Fleming  H.  Revell 
Co.). 


A  MODERN  PARABLE  is  told  about  a  man  who 
dreamed  that  he  attended  a  convention  of  the 
devil's  advocates  in  which  a  discussion  was  in  progress 
concerning  the  best  means  by  which  they  could  destroy 
the  Christian  faith.  Someone  suggested  that  they  spread 
the  idea  that  the  Bible  is  a  fable;  another  proposed  that 
they  say  everywhere  that  Jesus  was  nothing  more  than  a 
man;  still  another  suggested  that  they  whisper  widely 
that  there  is  no  God,  no  Saviour,  and  no  Heaven.  Some 
in  the  company  expressed  approval  of  each  of  the  plans 
as  it  was  proposed.  The  oldest  of  the  devil's  advocates 
waited  until  the  others  were  finished  before  he  rose  to 
address  the  assembly.  "Let  us  go  far  and  wide  across  the 
eai'th,"  he  said,  "and  let  us  tell  men  that  there  is  a  God. 
We  will  agree  that  there  is  a  Saviour,  and  that  there 
is  a  Heaven.  But  let  us  tell  every  man  on  the  earth  that 
there  is  no  need  to  accept  and  follow  Christ  now.  Let  us 
assure  them  that  tomorrow  will  be  soon  enough."  Cheers 
greeted  the  suggestion,  for  the  devil's  advocates  realized 
that  one  of  their  number  had  found  a  way  by  which 
they  could  bring  death  to  the  soul. — From  G.  Ernest 
Thomas,  in  Spiritual  Life  in  the  New  Testament  (Flem- 
ing H.  Revell  Co.). 


FEBRUARY  4,  1956 


PAGE    FIFTEEN 


MISSIONARY   BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
524    College    Ave.,    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone:    39582 


DEPARTMENT 

Contributing   Editors:    W.    CLAYTON    BERKSHIRE.    Gen.    Sec'y. 
(MRS.)     IDA    LINDOWER,    Adm.    Assistant 


HIGH  LIGHTS  FROM  ARGENTINA 


The  Bylers 

A  RECENT  LETTER  from  Rob  and  Jane  in  Buenos 
Aires  tells  of  events  taking  place  during  the  Christ- 
mas holidays.  Although  they  all  enjoyed  a  fine  Christ- 
mas, with  the  children  happy  over  their  gifts,  David  had 
a  return  trip  to  the  hospital — this  time  an  appendectomy. 
He  has  had  a  bit  of  trouble  lately,  evidently  caused  by 
congested  appendix;  now  he  should  make  rapid  strides  to 
recovery. 

The  other  children  are  quite  well.  Betsy,  the  latest 
comer  to  the  Byler  household,  continues  to  provide  much 
joy  to  others  in  the  family  with  her  fine  disposition  and 
sunny  spirits.  Rob  and  Jane  have  been  exceedingly  busy. 
Their  full  schedules,  along  with  the  excessive  heat  (sum- 
mer down  there),  have  proved  pretty  exhausting  to  them. 
They  hope  for  a  brief  vacation  after  Rob  returns  from 
summer  camp  at  Cordoba  the  latter  part  of  January. 

The  New   Headquarters  Building 

A  property  has  been  purchased  in  Buenos  Aires  for 
headquai'ters  and  possibly  for  a  radio-recording  studio  at 
a  cost  of  $10,000.  The  building  helps  to  meet  an  imme- 
diate need,  but  will  require  the  expenditure  of  several 
thousand  dollars  to  adapt  it  to  the  future  needs  of  thQ 


missionary  program.  This  property,  however,  does  not 
provide  living  quarters  for  the  Bylers,  which  must  be 
secured  in  the  immediate  future.  Approximately  $20,000 
will  be  needed  for  the  two  buildings. 

Some  gifts  had  come  in  from  various  churches,  or- 
ganizations and  individuals  for  this  purpose;  these  funds 
helped  to  supply  part  of  the  pui'chase  price.  The  Nation- 
al W.  M.  S.  has  set  as  its  goal  providing  the  funds  nec- 
essary for  both  needs.  Such  building  has  been  greatly 
needed  for  some  time,  and  all  the  workers  are  jubilant 
at  this  first  step  forward.  Even  though  the  structure  will 
require  some  remodeling  to  adapt  it  to  future  needs, 
it  can  be  used  immediately  for  some  of  the  work  and 
remodeled  as  the  program  develops. 

Another   MUST    in    Argentina 

Along  with  the  Bylers'  joy  over  the  newly-purchased 
building  exists  also  their  gi-eat  concern  that  more  North 
American  workers  shall  come  to  help  with  the  mission  pro- 
gram. They  are  carrying  a  tremendous  load.  Almost 
every  letter  from  them  brings  their  appeal  and  similar 
ones  from  the  Argentine  workers  for  more  Brethren  mis- 
sionaries from  the  States.  WHAT  ARE  WE  GOING  TO 
DO  ABOUT  IT? 
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NOTES  FROM  NIGERIA 


Charles  M.  Bieber 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  Nigerian  mission  is  to  win 
men  for  Christ.  To  achieve  this  purpose  a  mission  pro- 
gram has  evolved  with  twin  purposes  so  closely  related 
that  they  are  themselves  primary:  to  awaken  men  and 
women  today  to  the  fact  of  their  need  for  Christ;  to 
train  for  tomorrow  men  and  women  who,  while  them- 
selves living  Christian  lives,  will  also  be  deeply  con- 
cerned for  the  spiritual  and  material  welfare  of  their 
brethren. 

It  is  difficult  in  any  case  to  measure  the  extent  to 
which  the  Nigerian  mission  through  the  years  and  espe- 
cially at  this  moment  is  attaining  its  purpose.  Statis- 
tics may  show  the  number  who  have  been  added  to  the 
church,  who  are  enrolled  in  the  schools  or  who  have  been 
helped  by  the  medical  department.  But  statistics  cannot 
show  the  extent  to  which  Christianity  has  made  a  dif- 
ference in  the  lives  of  individual  Christians.  They  can- 
not show,  either,  how  much  the  Nigerian  Christian  is 
concerned  for  his  fellow  man,  the  sincerity  and  consist- 
ence of  his  Christian  witness  (or  lack  of  it)  or  the  ex- 
tent to  which  his  training  has  been  successful  in  making 
him  able  to  carry  on  these  tasks  of  the  church  which 
were  earlier  carried  on  by  the  missionary. 


Yet  statistics  have  value.  It  is  impossible  not  to  see 
enormous  growth  in  the  difference,  for  example,  between 
the  reports  of  1949  and  1954.  The  facts  are  that  then 
there  were  four  churches  among  seven  mission  stations, 
with  814  members;  now  there  are  eleven  churches  among 
ten  mission  stations,  with  1715  members.  Then  the  work 
of  the  mission  was  being  carried  on  by  thirty-eight  mis- 
sionaries; now  by  sixty-nine.  The  number  of  paid  African 
religious  workers  has  increased  in  five  years  from  forty- 
six  to  ninety-eight,  outvillage  preaching  points  from  40 
to  110;  enrollment  in  evangelistic  classes  from  896  to 
2,954;  and  weekly  listeners  to  the  gospel  message  from 
3,200  to  6,200. 

In  1949,  133  were  baptized  into  the  church.  In  1954 
there  were  347  baptisms  There  had  been  more  than  300 
in  each  of  the  two  preceding  years,  and  it  seems  appar- 
ent that  in  1955  there  will  be  well  over  400.  The  Ni- 
gerian church  gave  nearly  $1,100  in  offerings  in  1949. 
This  past  year  their  gifts  amounted  to  more  than  $2,700. 
(There  is  a  greater  difference  here  than  is  easily  seen; 
difference  in  currency  exchange  rates  which  shows  that 
giving  is  now  four  times  as  much  as  in  1949.)  The 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  has  taken  enormous  strides  ahead. 

(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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THE  WAY  OF  A  LIE 

First,  somebody  told  it, 

Then  the  room  wouldn't  hold  it, 

So   the   busy   tongues    rolled   it 
Till   they  got  it  outside. 

Then  the  crowd  came  across  it, 

And  never  once  lost  it, 
But  tossed  it  and  tossed  it. 

Till  it  grew  long  and  wide. 

This  lie  brought  forth  others. 

Dark  sisters  and  brothers. 
And  fathers  and  mothers — 

A  terrible  crew. 

And    while    headlong    they    hurried, 

The  people   they  flurried, 
And   troubled   and    worried. 

As  lies  always  do. 

And  so  evil-bodied, 

This  monster  lay  goaded, 
Till  at  last  it  exploded 
In  smoke  and  in  shame. 

When  from  mud  and  from  mire. 

The  pieces  flew  higher. 
And  hit  the  sad  liar. 

And   killed   a   good  name. 

— Anonymous. 

Some  ways  of  evil  speaking  are  slander  (Eom.  3:8), 
tale-bearing  (Lev.  19:16;  Prov.  11:13;  20:19),  and  flat- 
tery (Psalm  12:2-4).  Some  of  the  results  of  evil  speak- 
ing are  the  separation  of  friends  (Prov.  17:9;  16:18), 
continual  strife  (Prov.  26:20,  21),  trouble  (Prov.  21:23), 
no  fellowship  with  God  (Psalm  15:1-3;  James  1:26),  and 
condemnation  at  the  judgment  (Matt.  12:36,  37).  Some 
of  the  causes  of  evil  speaking  are  hatred  (Psalm  41:7), 
idleness   (1  Tim.  5:13),  and  an  evil  heart  (Luke  6:45). 

The  remedy  is  to  have  a  change  of  heart  (James  3:11, 
12),  obedience  to  God  in  the  putting  off  of  such  things 
(Eph.  4:29,  31;  1  Peter  2:1),  the  guarding  of  one's  words 
(Psalm  34:13;  39:1)  and  of  one's  thoughts  (2  Cor.  10:5; 
Phil.  4:8),  the  praying  for  good  words  (Psalm  141:3)  and 
for  good  thoughts  (Phil.  4:6,  7),  and  being  filled  with  the 
Spirit  (Eph.  5:18-20). 

Let  those  who  are  spoken  against  take  it  patiently, 
imitating  the  Master's  example  (1  Peter  2:19-23),  mind- 
ing their  character,  rather  than  their  reputation  (1  Peter 
3:16;  2:12),  and  find  comfort  in  God's  Word  (Matt.  5:11, 
12). 

"When  it  seems  that  you  have  trials 
Almost  more  than  you  can  bear. 
And  you  stagger  'neath  the  burden 


That  seems  larger  than  your  share; 
There  is  One  whose  arm  is  mighty. 
Go  to   Him  with  all  your  care — 
Say  nothing. 

"Like  the  Master  Who  reviled  not 
When  so   shamefully  reviled. 
Suffer  silently  reproaches. 
Are  you  not  His  own  dear  child? 
To  your  losses  and  your  crosses 
Troubled  heart,  be  reconciled — 
Say  nothing." 

To  believe  falsehoods  is  as  sinful  as  to  tell  them.  Do 
not  give  false  comfort  to  evil  doers  in  the  church  lest  you 
uphold  them  in  their  iniquity  and  become  partakers  of 
their  evil  deeds  (1  Cor.  5:11).  Thus  Paul  warns  the  un- 
wary and  unsuspecting  against  the  "good  words  and  fair 
speeches"  of  those  who  are  living  for  low  ends  of  their 
own  to  the  destruction  of  the  church  (Eom.  16:17,  18). 

Vice  is  a  monster  of  so  frightful  mien. 
As  to  be  hated,  needs  but  be  seen; 
But  seen  too  oft,  familiar  v^ith  her  face. 
We  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace. 

— Pope. 


Lesson 

Comments 

by 
William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  February  12,  1956 

PARABLES  ON  PRAYER 

Lesson:  Luke  18:  1-14 

HOW  THANKFUL  we  should  be  to  the  Gospel  Writer, 
Luke.  He  gives  us  a  glimpse  into  the  personal  life 
and  teaching  ministry  of  our  Lord  that  is  not  to  be  found 
in  thql  other  Gospels.  The  two  parables  included  in  today's 
lesson  are  a  good  example  of  this  fact. 

The  first  is  the  Parable  of  the  Unjust  Judge.  Christ's 
reason  for  giving  it  ?  "That  men  ought  always  to  pray, 
and  not  to  faint." 

This  is  a  familiar  exhortation  and  is  repeated  often  in 
Scripture.  Paul,  the  Apostle,  enjoins  the  Christians  at 
Eome  to  be  "patient  in  tribulation;  continuing  instant  in 
prayer"  (12:12).  He  exhorts  the  Church  at  Ephesus  to 
pray  "always  with  all  prayer  and  supplication  in  the 
Spirit"  (6:18).  The  Philippians  were  urged  to  make  known 
their  requests  "in  everything  by  prayer  and  supplication 
with  thanksgiving"  (4:6).  And  to  the  Colossians,  Paul 
wrote:  "Continue  in  prayer"   (4:2). 

With  these  passages  in  mind  it  is  not  necessary  to  labor 
the  point  that  PEAYEE  is  absolutely  ESSENTIAL  for 
continued  spiritual  growth  in  the  life  of  the  Christian. 
Every  true  Child  of  God  should  know  this  by  experience. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  this  is  a  parable  of  con- 
trast. In  no  sense  of  the  word  is  God  to  be  compared  with 
the  unjust  judge! 
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The  unjust  judge  showed  neither  fear  of  God,  nor  con- 
cern for  his  fellowmen.  He  was  hard-headed  and  hard- 
hearted. He  was  completely  indifferent  to  the  constant 
pleadings  of  the  widow  and  her  just  cause  of  complaint. 

The  widow  was  persistent  in  her  desire.  She  knew  what 
she  wanted,  and  would  not  relent  until  she  had  her  peti- 
tion. 

Her  persistency,  in  spite  of  overwhelming  odds,  is 
meant  to  remind  us  that  we  are  not  to  forsake  our  hour 
of  prayer  when  obstacles  arise.  Rather,  when  we  find  it 
hardest  to  pray,  that's  the  time  to  pray  the  hardest. 

Although  everyone  may  not  agree  with  him,  the  words 
of  G.  Campbell  Morgan,  the  "Prince  of  Expositors,"  are 
noteworthy: 

"Nearly  all  expositors  declare  that  the  parable  teaches 
us  that  we  must  be  importunate  ('to  urge  persistently') 
in  prayer.  I  hold,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  teaches  that 
when  we  are  dealing  with  God  there  is  no  need  of  im- 
portunity .  .  .  Our  Lord  said,  'And  shall  not  God  avenge 
the  elect,  that  cry  to  Him  day  and  night  ...  I  say  unto 
you,  that  He  will  avenge  them  speedily  .  .  .  ' 

"God  does  not  require  persuading  .  .  .  'Speedily'  is  the 
word.  Quicker  than  the  lightning's  flash  is  the  answer  of 
God  to  the  cry  of  His  people." 

The  parable  of  the  Unjust  Judge,  then,  would  teach  us 
the  result  of  praying.  The  parable  of  the  Pharisee  and 
the  Publican  would  teach  the  manner  of  praying. 

Thus,  in  these  two  parables  on  prayer,  we  are  told  the 
following:  1.  God  does  answer  prayer.  2.  The  Christian 
is  to  pray  so  that  he  will  not  faint.  3.  The  results  re- 
ceived from  praying  will  depend,  to  a  great  extent,  upon 
the  spiritual  attitude  and  condition  of  the  one  praying. 

The  earnest  soul  often  laments  his  spiritual  weakness. 
Andrew  Murray  discovered  the  secret  of  a  powerless 
Christian  experience.  A  secret  we  all  must  learn.  "Be- 
tween our  impotence,  and  God's  Omnipotence,  intercession 
is  the  blessed  link." 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 

LET  YOUTH  WORK  THEIR  WAY 

HERE  are  some  interesting  ideas  which  I  recently 
picked  up  that  had  been  lying  around  my  office  for 
about  a  year.  Sometimes  these  "picked  up"  articles 
prove  to  be  of  genuine  value.  I  shall  not  give  the  article 
in  its  entirety,  due  to  a  lack  of  space,  but  I  will  try  to 
condense  it  so  as  to  set  down  the  main  points.  The  reader 
can  go  on  from  there  in  his  own  imagination. 

WORKING  YOUR  WAY  TO  CAMP 

Alert  youth  workers  should  be  "on  their  toes"  and 
getting  ready  for  the  spring  and  summer  seasons  right 
now.  The  success  of  your  summer  work  will  depend  part- 
ly on  your  early  preparation.  One  of  the  things  the 
youth  workers  recognize  as  so  valuable  to  every  youth 
is  the  summer  youth  camp.  So  much  so  that  most  youth 


workers  would  like  to  find  ways  of  getting  more  young 
people  into  these  camps.  Also,  many  of  the  youth  who 
need  the  camp  experience  most  are  either  not  interested 
or  do  not  have  the  Where-with-all  to  make  it  possible. 

One  difficulty  with  most  systems  which  have  been  set 
up  is  that  those  who  already  can  afford  the  week  of 
camp,  or  who  would  be  there  anyway,  take  the  honors 
and  leave  the  same  needy  ones  behind,  thus  crystalliz- 
ing  the   situation  that  already   had  been  in   existence. 

Then,  too,  young  people  need  to  learn  things  such  as 
earning  and  spending,  the  value  of  a  dollar  spent  for  the 
Lord,  and  others,  as  well  as  the  spiritual  training  in 
camp  itself.  They  need  to  come  to  a  genuine  apprecia- 
tion of  youth  camp  and  how  others  are  contributing  to 
their  own  development — and  good  times. 

Keeping  this  in  mind,  we  believe  that  the  WORK- 
YOUR-WAY  plan  is  a  good  one. 

HOW   IT   WORKS 

Early  in  the  year  (at  least  by  February)  let  the  spon- 
sor contact  several  adults  who  he  thinks  will  take  part 
in  the  program  by  "hiring"  one  or  more  young  people. 
They  are  to  provide  work  (of  all  kinds)  for  these  young 
people  to  do  as  they  earn  their  way  to  camp. 

These  adults  agree  to  provide  enough  work  for  the 
young  people  during  the  next  few  months  to  enable  them 
to  earn  their  funds  for  camp.  Tasks  might  be  baby-sit- 
ting, shoveling  snow,  mowing  lawns,  washing  cars,  shop- 
ping, washing  windows,  and  other  things.  Efficiency  at 
the  tasks  must  be  insisted  upon. 

Depending  upon  the  tasks,  75c  to  $1.00  per  hour — two 
hours  or  so  per  week — will  enable  him  to  earn  his  way 
in  about  10  to  14  weeks.  He  might  be  "tipped"  on  the 
side  for  spending  money. 

SOME   SUGGESTIONS 

1.  Do  not  pay  the  young  people  in  cash.  If  you  do, 
they  might  find  it  necessary  to  "borrow"  occasionally 
from  the  fund,  and  by  the  time  summer  comes  around 
and  camp  dates  are  showing  on  the  calendars,  they  will 
be  without  the  needed  money.  The  adults  instead  deposit 
the  money  for  the  young  people,  perhaps  with  a  treas- 
urer who  has  charge  of  the  handling  of  funds  for  the 
program. 

2.  There  must  be  a  method  of  keeping  track  of  the 
time  spent  in  work  and  the  cash  earned.  Both  the  youth 
and  the  adults  should  have  a  record.  This  will  help  the 
treasurer  keep  his  records  straight,  if  a  treasurer  is  ap- 
pointed. A  good  idea  is  to  mimeograph  a  supply  of 
tickets,  each  with  a  stub,  to  give  to  the  young  people 
who  are  working  their  way  to  camp.  After  each  task  is 
finished,  the  youth  hands  ticket  and  stub  to  the  adult  to 
fill  out.  Tickets  and  stubs  have  a  place  for  the  name  of 
the  youth,  hours  worked,  amount  of  cash  earned,  and  sig- 
nature of  the  "employer." 

3.  Let  it  be  understood  that  money  earned  is  not  to  be 
used  for  purposes  other  than  summer  camp.  If  the  work- 
er cannot  go  to  camp  when  the  time  comes,  or  he  has 
changed  his  mind,  he  may  either  hold  it  for  another  year, 
or  give  it  to  someone  else  who  might  like  to  go,  but  who 
has  not  joined  in  the  program.  There  should  be  some 
agreement  on  the  matter  of  how  much  can  be  earned,  and 
whether  or  not  the  one  working  is  paying  his  way  for 
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the  current  year,  or  someone  else's  way,  before  entering 
into  the  contract.  Youth  sponsor,  youth  and  adult  must 
agree. 

4.  The  youth  should  agree,  in  case  they  cannot  show 
tickets  with  the  adult's  signature,  to  accept  the  record 
of  the  one  for  whom  they  worked. 

5.  The  program  should  be  complete — that  is,  there 
will  be  no  one  honored  in  a  special  way,  or  sent  to  camp 
free  of   charge  for  that   year. 

With  this  kind  of  program,  there  is  something  that 
EVERYONE  can  do  to  earn  his  way.  Let  the  sponsor 
make  a  thorough  check  before  innovating  this  program 
so  that  he  won't  have  more  workers  than  there  is  work 
provided.  Also,  make  sure  that  this  program  does  not 
degenerate  into  a  PART-TIME-CAMP-WORK-part-time- 
spending-money  affair. 

TRY  IT! 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 


THE  gpijQijt^^Jlirij"^ 

THE   ART  OF  LISTENING 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

be  too  late  to  wait  until  evening  vespers.  So  at 
the  right  moment  during  the  day,  He  wants  our 
attention.  Is  our  heart  and  mind  open  that  we 
might  hear  His  knocking,  His  still  small  voice? 
Moses  heard  the  Voice  of  the  Lord,  during  the 
day,  when  He  turned  aside  to  the  burning  bush. 
Saul  heard  God's  voice  on  the  Damascus  road, 
during  the  day.  So  can  we. 

"I'll  go  where  you  want  me  to  go,  dear  Lord," 
is  a  dedication  that  will  mean  more  to  us  and  our 
Christian  service,  if,  in  our  worship  at  Church,  in 
daily  devotions,  and  in  the  daily  walk,  we  are 
alert  with  our  mind's  ears,  through  the  art  of 
listening,  to  the  Voice  of  God. — W.  S.  B. 


WHAT  IS  YOUR  FOUNDATION? 

"To  whom  we  gave  place  by  subjection,  no,  not  for  an 
hour,"  Galatians  2:5. 

TN  THIS  PASSAGE  of  Scripture  Paul  was  defending  his 
ministry  to  the  Gentiles  before  the  members  of  the 
council  at  Jerusalem.  In  it  he  recounts  the  opposition 
which  was  stirred  up  by  those  who  differed  with  him  as 
to  his  methods  of  work.  And  then  he  declares  that  he  did 
not  allow  these  detractors  to  turn  him  from  his  stand  on 
the  matters  under  discussion  for  even  an  hour. 

God  has  given  us  winds  to  sweep  the  earth  and  purify 
the  air.  And  he  has  also  given  us  rocks  to  steady  the 
earth.  And  the  rocks  do  less  harm  than  the  winds.  Paul 
took  his  stand  upon  his  convictions  of  right,  and  refused 
to  be  moved  from  them.  There  are  times  to  advance  in  the 
Christian  life,  and  there  are  also  times  to  STAND  still. 
In  the  sixth  chapter  of  Ephesians  Paul  equips  the  Chris- 
tian soldier  with  sword  and  shield,  with  helmet  and  spear, 
and  when  he  has  him  all  ready  to  do  battle,  he  adds, 
"Having  done  all,  to  stand. 

"What  is  it  that  enables  men  to  stand  amid  the  tempta- 
tions and  hardships  and  uncertainties  of  life?  Is  it  not 
the  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  ?  Said  a  careless 
church  member,  "It  does  not  matter  what  you  believe.  I 
feel  at  home  anywhere."  And  that  man  was  a  wanderer 
among  the  churches,  never  a  worker.  IT  DOES  MAKE 
A  DIFFERENCE  what  you  believe — and  how  strongly 
you  believe  it!  Convictions  give  strength;  because  they 
grow  roots,  and  these  roots  hold  thought  and  emotions 
steady.  This,  then,  is  the  sure  foundation  of  our  faith, 
convictions  grounded  on  the  immutable  and  unchanging 
teachings  of  God's  Holy  Word.  "Here  I  stand.  God  help 
me  I  cannot  do  otherwise,"  declared  Martin  Luther  as  he 
stood  before  the  Diet  of  Worms,  with  his  hand  upon  the 
Bible.  And  Luther's  convictions  have  influenced  a  whole 
world. 


MrSSIONARY  DEPARTMENT 

(Continued  from  Page  15) 

Medical  and  leprosy  work  have  also  kept  pace  with 
the  growth  of  the  church  and  the  mission.  No  new  hos- 
pitals have  been  built  in  the  past  five  years.  There  con- 
tinue to  be  three.  But  at  Lassa  there  is  an  entirely  new 
plant;  at  Garkida  there  has  been  an  enormous  improve- 
ment in  facilities  and  at  the  leprosarium  new  buildings 
are  in  process  or  in  planning.  There  are  five  busy  dis- 
pensaries now  to  compare  with  the  two  of  1949.  Five  lep- 
rosy treatment  centers  have  been  added  to  the  work  of 
the  leprosarium  which  has  been  such  an  effective  evan- 
gelistic and  medical  force  through  the  years.  And  where- 
as there  were  17,000  new  cases  treated  in  1949,  last  year 
there  were  upwards  of  30,000. 

Educational  growth  has  been  equally  dramatic.  In  1949 
there  were  seven  junior-primary  schools  and  one  senior 
primary,  with  an  enrollment  of  just  over  2,600.  In  addi- 
tion, the  Waka  Training  Center  is  very  busy  training 
more  than  one  hundred  teachers  and  fifty  wives  in  four 
different   schools. — (from   the   Gospel   Messenger) 
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ELDER  JOHN  WILLIAM  DODSON 

July  23.  1874— January  17.  1956 

The  REV.  JOHN  WILLIAM  DODSON,  for  many 
yeai's  an  elder  in  the  Brethren  church  and  faithful  min- 
ister of  the  Word,  died  January  17,  1956.  Brother  Dod- 
son  was  born  July  23,  1874.  The  days  of  his  earthly  pil- 
grimage being  81  years,  five  months,  and  twenty-four 
days.  He  is  survived  by  his  three  daughters  and  two 
sons,  and  his  wife,  the  former  Miss  Sallie  Keyes,  whom 
he  married  in  1898. 

Elder  John  W.  Dodson  was  ordained  to  the  Brethren 
ministry  in  the  days  of  the  late  Elder  P.  W.  Wiseman, 
whom  he  later  succeeded  in  the  pastorate  of  the  St. 
Luke  church,  and  the  late  Elder  E.  B.  Shaver,  D.D.  His 
active  ministry  extended  over  a  period  of  some  26  or 
more  years.  During  this  time  he  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Liberty  church,  Quicksburg,  Virginia  where  he  lived 
and  the  Trinity  Brethren  Church  in  the  Powell's  Fort 
Valley  as  well  as  the  St.  Luke  church.  He  was  a  man 
greatly  loved  by  his  parishioners  and  highly  respected  by 
those  who  served  with  him  in  the  ministry.  I  have 
served  with  him  in  several  revival  meetings  and  knew 
him  to  be  a  man  of  sincerity,  humility,  deeply  spiritual 
and  faithful  in  the  ministry. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Dellinger  Funeral 
Chapel  at  Mt.  Jackson,  Virginia  by  the  undersigned,  and 
the  Rev.  Edward  L.  Miller  of  Maurertown,  Virginia.  His 
body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the   Mt.  Jackson  cemetery. 

John  F.  Locke,  Pastor  Bethlehem 
and  Mt.  Olive  churches. 
Maurertown,  Va. 


INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Thirty-nine  members  of  the 
Junior  and  Senior  Sisterhoods  engaged  in  an  evening  of 
bandage   rolling  following   a   pot-luck  supper  recently. 

Pleasant  Hill's  "Mitten  Tree"  project  is  reported  as  a 
success.  Forty-six  pairs  were  given  to  Margaret  Lowery 
of  our  Krypton,  Kentucky  Mission. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  The  Youth  of  the 
Church  were  scheduled  to  furnish  the  night  by  night  spe- 
cial musical  numbers  during  the  recent  Evangelistic  Ser- 
vices in  the  North  Manchester  Church. 

The  two  Brethren  Youth  groups  held  a  farewell  party 
the  evening  of  January  20th  for  German  exchange  stu- 
dent Peter  Ehlers  who  was  scheduled  to  return  to  his 
home  in  Germany  the  last  of  January. 


ELKHART,  INDIANA.  From  the  Elkhart  bulletin  we 
learn  that  Dr.  W.  I.  Duker  continues  to  show  improve- 
ment  at  his  home,   R.   D.   5,  Goshen,   Indiana." 

Six  new  members  were  baptized  and  received  in  the 
Church   on  January   8th. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  From  the  Warsaw  Mid-Week 
Reminder  we  quote:  "The  Junior  Church  has  completed 
their  fine  project  of  purchasing  new  chairs  in  graduated 
sizes  for  their  use  in  Junior  Church  services.  The  new 
project  is  the  purchase  of  the  New  Testament  edition  of 
the  "Talking  Bible"  and  a  portable  record  playei"."  This 
album  will  be  available  for  the  sick  of  the  church  and 
for  those  whose  eyesight  prevents  their  reading  the 
Bible  themselves. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  The  W.  M.  S.  presented  the  pro- 
gram the  evening  of  January  22nd.  Miss  Ida  Arnone,  of 
India,  student  at  Goshen  College  was  speaker. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  The  Nappanee  bulletin  re- 
ports that  their  Sunday  School  attendance  was  up  an 
average  of  nine  during  the  final  quarter  of  1955. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Attorney  Melvin  Finer,  a  local 
converted  Jew,  spoke  to  the  Lanark  Laymen  the  evening 
of  January  16th. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Brother  A.  T.  Ronk,  the  evening 
of  January  17th,  presented  to  his  laymen  pictures  and  a 
talk  on  his  six  months  experience  in  Mexico. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Two  new  members  were  received 
on  January  8th. 
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ROOTS 

BACK  IN  THE  FORTIES  a  little  religious  book  called 
"Predicament  of  Modem  Man"  became  a  best  seller. 
One  of  the  most  gripping  phrases  in  the  book  was  a 
memorable  characterization  of  our  era  as  "a  cut-flower 
civilization." 

In  our  culture  there  is  much  to  be  admired.  But  if  we 
as  people  have  not  roots,  we  shall  not  stand  on  the  stage 
of  world  history  for  long.  No  need  to  wait  a  generation 
or  so  to  test  that.  Just  look  at  individuals  who  have  cut 
themselves  off  from  their  spiritual  roots.  They  are  wan- 
dering and  lost.  They  are  not  set  deep  in  the  ground  of 
reality.  They  flourish  for  a  time  only  to  die  and  leave 
nothing  behind  them,  no  harvest  for  their  labors,  no  seed 
ideas  for  future  generations.  The  person  with  roots,  the 
truly  "good  People,"  "shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the 
rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit  in  his  sea- 
son: his  leaf  also  shall  not  wither:  and  whatsoever  he 
doeth  shall  prosper."  Psalms  1:3. 

Mrs.  Charles   Gift, 

Waynesboro,  Pa. 


Brethren  Historical   library 
Manchost::r  Collega'' 
N  .    Mane  he  s  t  e  r ,    Inc.  * 
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By  John   Bechtel — 
"What  Do  You   Know?" 
Bible  Quizzes 

Paper,  35^ 
Bible  Treasure  Hunt 

Paper,  35^ 
"What's   Your   I.  Q.?" 
Bible  Quizzes 

Paper,  35# 

By  Mabel  H.  Hansen — 
Scripture  Quiz  Book 

Enjoyable   Bible   quizzes. 

Paper,  35^ 

Guess  Who  Said  It? 

Bible  Character  quizzes  that  will 
have  you  guessing.  Paper,  35^ 

Bible  Games 

Easy-to-play  games  for  any  gath- 
ering. Paper,  35^ 

Popular  Bible  Games  for 
Everyone 

Young  and  old  alike  will  enjoy 
these.  Paper,  35^ 

Kid's  Bible  Quiz  Book 

Scripture  quizzes  especially  for 
children.  Paper,  35^ 

Guess  My  Name 

120   Bible  character  quiz  studies. 
Paper,  35^ 

More  Guess  My  Name 
Bible  Quizzes 

Bible  character  quizzes  for  all 
ages.  Paper,  35^ 

Bible   Problems,  Games 
and    Quizzes 

Instructive  fun  for  young  and 
old.  Paper,  35«* 

Bible  Quiz  Programs 

8  complete  and  excellent  pro- 
grams. Paper,  35^ 

By  Mabel  H.   Nance — 

Detect  the   Errors   Quiz   Book 

35  catchy  and  entertaining  quiz- 
zes from   the   Bible.  Paper,  35^ 

Easy-to-Play   Bible   Games 

Educational  Bible  games  that  are 
fun  to   play.  Paper,  35^ 

Kid's  Program  Book 

Contains  eight  full  quiz  pro- 
grams of  fun  and  Bible  instruc- 
tion. Paper,  35^ 


FOR  ALL  TO  PLAY 


By  Vernon  Howard 

Bible  Puzzles  and  Quizzes 

Lively  Bible  Quizzes 

Missionary   and   Geography 

Quizzes 

Paper,  each,  35«! 
Quickie  Quizzes 
12   books   in   this   series   are: 
Men  of  the  Old  Testament 
Men  of  the  New  Testament 
Women    of    the    Bible 
Books  of  the   Old  Testament 
Books   of  the  New   Testament 
Favorite  Bible  Stories 
Favorite   Old  Testament  Verses 
Favorite  New  Testament  Verses 
Nature    and   the   Bible 
Jesus  and  Kis  Friends 
Bible   Geography 
The   Book   of  Genesis 
Especially  designed  to  stimulate  the 
thinking   of    juniors    and    intermedi- 
ates  with   regard   to  the  Bible.     12 
booklets    in    this    series.     Each    32 
pages.     2%"  X  2".     Colorful    2-color 
cover.  Each,   10^ 

By  P.  H.  Moehlmann — 
"True  or  False"  Contests 
on  the  Bible 

It's    fun    to   find   out   which    are 
right    and    wrong.  Paper,  1>Qi 

"True  or  False"  Contests 
on  the  Bible  No.  2 

25    quiz    games    that    will    have 
you  guessing.  Paper,  50<* 

Bible  Name  Quiz 

You'll    enjoy    guessing    the    char- 
acters   described.  Paper,  50«* 

"It's  in  the  Bible"  Quizzes 

To  help  you  increase  your  Bible 
knowledge.  Paper,  50^ 

"Tell   Me  Quick"  Bible 
Quizzes 

To   challenge  your  Bible  knowl- 
edge. Paper,  50^ 

Bible  Quizzes  on  the  Life  of 
Our   Lord   Jesus   Christ 

To    help   you    learn    more   about 
the   Saviour.  Paper,  50* 

"Who   Can   Tell?"   Bible 
Quizzes 

Quizzes    about    Bible    characters, 
events,  etc.  Paper,  50* 
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hems  of  general   Interest 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  "Cash  Day"  was  observed  re- 
cently. The  Washington  bulletin  notes  that  about  $5,000.00 
was  needed  to  wipe  out  the  debt  on  their  church  build- 
ing. (We  do  not  have  the  results  of  this  most  recent 
Cash  Day,  at  this  printing,  but  as  soon  as  we  know,  we 
will  pass  the  news  on  to  the  brotherhood.  Editor.) 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  The  W. 
M.  S.  conducted  their  public  service  the  morning  of  Jan- 
uary 26th,  with  Mrs.  Clyde  Carter,  returned  missionary 
from  India,  as  speaker. 

February  4th  speakers  at  Third  Church  were  Rev. 
Glenn  Adams  of  the  Cambria  City  Mission,  at  the  morn- 
ing service,  and  Rev.  Norman  Dettra,  of  Harrisburg, 
Temperance  speaker,  in  the  evening. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  The  Berlin  Sunday  School  is  to  be 
engaged  in  a  Contest  running  from  February  19th 
through  April  1st. 

A  Youth-sponsored  Family  Night  is  scheduled  for  Feb- 
ruary 27th. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  The  Sisterhood  Book  Review 
was  held  during  the  weekly  Prayer  Meeting  service  re- 
cently. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  The  W.  M.  S.  Mission  Study  was 
held  by  the  combined  Societies  in  the  form  of  a   round 
table  discussion  the  evening  of  February  2nd. 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


COMING  EVENT 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  RALLY 
Northeastern  Ohio  District 

at 

Mansfield  Brethren  Church 

490  Bowman  Street,  Mansfield,  Ohio 

Sunday,  Febniary  19th— 2:00  P.  M. 

Read  more  details  of  this  Rally,  on  Page  10  of 
this  EVANGELIST. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE 

The  Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen  will 
hold  their  regular  Quarterly  meeting  at  the  Bur- 
lington, Indiana,  Brethren  Church  on  Monday 
Evening,  February  20th,  1956.  We  especially  urge 
a  good  attendance,  as  there  will  be  a  special  pro- 
gram, the  guest  speaker  being  Dennis  Snell,  Mis- 
sionary of  the  "Air  Mail  from  God  Mission"  in 
Mexico.  Special  music  by  the  men's  quartet  of 
Burlington. 

Supper  hour  6:00  to  7:00  central  standard! 
time.  Please  send  reservations  to  the  Burlington  i 
church. 

C.  E.  Keplinger,  Sec'y. 


ATTENTION:   LITERATURE  SECRETARIES 
AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Second  Quarter  Order  Blanks  have  been  mailed.  If  you 
fail  to  receive  one,  please  notify  the  office. 

BE  SURE  TO  RETURN  THEM  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE 
to  insure  receiving  your  Sunday  School  supplies  on  time. 
ORDER   NOW.   AND  AVOID   DELAY. 

The   Brethren    Publishing   Company, 
Ashland,   Ohio. 
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J^e  Editor  \s 
^v^     Pulpit 

Lovers   Of  democracy,  Talee  Ylote! 


ANYONE  WHO  MAY  BE  entertaining  any 
ideas  that  Russian  Communism  is  intending 
to  accede  to  so-called  western,  or  Democratic 
ways  of  living,  in  the  interests  of  World  Peace, 
may  well  take  note  of  communism's  new  move  in 
Red  China. 

A  recent  dispatch  released  by  the  U.  S.  Infor- 
mation Agency,  Washington,  D.  C.  headlines, 
"MORE  COMMUNIST  READING  ORDERED 
FOR  CHINESE  CHILDREN."  Following  is  the 
release  as  it  came  from  USIA: 

"Red  China  is  intensifying  its  efforts  to  fill  its 
children's  minds  with  officially  correct  symbols 
of  Marx,  Lenin  and  Mao  Tse-Tung. 

"The  USIA  said  that  the  New  China  News 
Agency  has  printed  a  directive  ordering  all  auth- 
ors to  provide  children  this  year  with  at  least 
one  work  which  reflects  'the  communist  spirit,' 

"The  Directive,  issued  by  the  Union  of  Chinese 
Writers,  explains,  'It  is  absolutely  essential  to 
enhance  the  idealogical  and  political  character  of 
the  literary  works  for  juveniles  and  children. 
Such  character  should  be  manifested  through  the 
form  of  vivid  and  artistic  symbols.  There  must  be 
novels,  stories,  poems,  songs  and  plays.  There 
must  also  be  fairy  tales,  folklore,  scientific  and 
imaginative  reading  matters  and  sensational 
novels.  Works  should  indoctrinate  the  juveniles 
and  children  with  the  communist  spirit.'  " 

After  studying  the  above  action  of  the  com- 
munists in  Red  China,  we  are  led,  as  you  no 
doubt  are,  to  ask  the  question,  "Where  does  that 
leave  us,  and  what  is  the  probable  long-run  re- 
sult of  their  efforts?" 

Christianity,  pure  and  undefiled,  is  the  antidote 
for  all  communistic  propaganda.  Basically,  com- 
munism is  Satanically  inspired,  while  Christian- 
ity and  Democracy  in  its  truest  form,  are  God- 
centered.  Communism  defies  God  and  the  church. 


seeking  to  destroy  peace,  liberty,  and  the  freedom 
mankind  enjoys  under  Christian  Democracy.  Com- 
munism is  Satan's  effort  to  wipe  the  knowledge 
and  worship  of  God  from  off  the  earth. 

Where  Christianity  abides,  communism  cannot 
gain  ground.  Only  in  those  countries  where  the 
gospel  has  not  gone  extensively,  or  where  per- 
verted forms  of  the  true  faith  have  held  sway, 
has  communism  gained  ground. 

It  has  not  gained  any  substantial  ground  in  our 
own  country  because  the  basic  American  demo- 
cratic belief,  centered  in  the  Church,  has  given 
our  people  something  better.  Therein,  likewise,  is 
the  danger! 

Every  non-Christian  is  a  potential  victim  of 
communism's  subtle  propaganda.  Such  may  be- 
long to  churches,  may  even  hold  high  positions 
in  churches.  Where  Christ  is  not  the  center  of  a 
life,  then  glorification  of  self,  hate  and  greed  take 
over — these  being  basic  elements  of  communism. 
Any  person  not  instilled  in  the  basic  beliefs  of 
the  Christian  faith  (which  beliefs  are  the  foun- 
dation of  Democracy)  is  open  to  seed  sowing 
whereby  the  church,  God,  and  liberties  and  priv- 
ileges are  considered  non-essential.  There  is  the 
danger. 

To  effectively  combat  communism's  insidious 
doctrine,  abroad  and  at  home,  we  must  adhere  to, 
live,  and  propagate  our  pure  Christian  faith 
which  results  in  hearts  born  again  in  Christ.  We 
must  take  note  of  the  millions  of  children  in  our 
land  who  never  go  to  Sunday  School,  who,  learn- 
ing about  democracy,  are  not  being  taught  the 
Christian  faith  which  backs  up  and  guarantees 
their  way  of  life.  We  must  win  them  to  Christ 
before  they  becomes  slaves  of  something  else. 
W.  S.  B. 
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AN  ENGLISHMAN  who  became  a  believer  in  the 
Quaker  religion,  and  who  more  or  less  became  a  self- 
appointed  Missionary,  had  much  to  do  with  the  German 
settlement  of  Pennsylvania.  This  is  of  prime  importance 
to  the  Brethren.  The  young  man  in  mind,  was  none  other 
than  William  Penn.  He  made  missionary  journeys  to  Ger- 
many in  1671  and  1677  after  he  had  learned  the  German 
language.  In  visiting  Germany  he  learned  of  the  suffer- 
ing of  the  pious  German  Christians  and  the  unspeakable 
atrocities  inflicted  upon  them  during  the  long  wars  and 
religious  persecutions. 

Following  the  establishing  of  his  colony  in  America 
in  1681  and  1682,  Penn  returned  to  the  scene  of  his  mis- 
sionary efforts  in  Germany  and  reported  to  his  friends, 
of  a  land  where  they  could  be  free  in  body  and  mind. 
This  was  indeed  the  land  of  opportunity  for  he  promised 
them  land  for  the  sum  of  10  cents  per  acre,  or  if  they 
would  rather  rent,  the  price  for  this  virgin  land  would  be 
one  cent  per  acre.  No  wonder  the  Germans  came  to 
America  and  Pennsylvania  as  fast  as  sailing  ships  could 
bring   them   to   the   inviting  and   hospitable   shores. 

A  Historian  writes,  "Many  died  in  the  crowded  vessels, 
and  many  others  were  sold  into  servitude,  from  three  to 
seven  years,  to  pay  for  their  passage:  on  becoming  free, 
each  was  entitled  to  50  acres  of  ground.  Children  were 
often  separated  from  their  parents  as  if  they  had  been 
African  slaves.  The  Mennonites  were  first  to  protest 
against  such  practices." 

Some  200,000  Germans  alone  reached  the  state  before 
the  Revolution.  Benjamin  Franklin  is  said  to  have  become 
concerned  so  much  that  he  wrote  in  1753  that,  "they 
threatened  to  over  power  the  English."  His  fears  were 
without  foundation,  for  the  German  people  knew  the 
meaning  of  oppression  and  when  the  English  yoke  be- 
came unbearable  they  helped  the  colonists  throw  it  off. 
A  battalion  of  German  farmers  fought  all  through  the 
War  of  Independence,  and  won  not  only  the  respect  of 
General  Washington  but  of  the  enemy  as  well.  However 
we  usually  hear  of  the  Hessions  and  not  these  loyal  citi- 
zens of  German  extraction.  The  Hessians  were  mercen- 
aries sold  by  the  German  princes  for  $30.00  a  head  to 
fight  England's  battles  with  the  Colonists.  About  one 
fourth  of  those  surviving  remained  in  this  country  after 
the  war.  There  are  numerous  and  substantial  citizens  in 
the  land  today  who  trace  their  ancestry  to  these  forced 
against  their  wills  to  fight  for  a  country  in  which  they 
had   no   interest. 


There  were  boundary  disputes  between  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  to  head  off  the  invading  Marylanders, 
Penn  urged  the  German  emigrants  to  "come  and  occupy 
the  lands  along  the  border  to  prevent  the  encroachment 
of  the  Marylanders."  Thus  Franklin  County,  then  Cum- 
bei'land,  was  settled  in  the  main  by  the  Germans. 

Waynesboro  in  Franklin  County,  lies  at  the  western 
foot  of  South  Mountain.  In  1897  it  celebrated  its  cen- 
tennial. Matthew  Nead  writes  of  its  location  and  of  the 
locality,  as  it  was  the  apparent  focus  of  the  settlers: 
"To  diversify  and  add  additional  charms  to  the  surround- 
ings, two  streams  of  water  of  almost  equal  volume,  the 
headwaters  of  the  old  Indian  creek,  the  Antietam,  born 
of  the  mountain  springs,  seek  and  find  channels  which 
take  course  through  glen  and  glade,  by  brooding  mountain 
pass,  to  their  junction  farther  south. 

"The  southeastern  portion  of  the  county  of  Franklin  is 
not  as  well  watered  as  the  central  and  western  portions. 
The  east  and  west  branches  ©f  the  Antietam  and,  a  few 
miles  to  the  westward,  the  tributary,  Marsh  run,  are  the 
water  features  of  the  Waynesboro  locality,  which  were 
potent  factors  in  determining  the  choice  of  the  early  set- 
tlers." 

No  wonder,  when  the  Brethren  who  settled  in  and 
around  Germantown  started  looking  for  new  lands  to  in- 
vade from  the  stand  point  of  missionary  endeavor,  that 
they  looked  to  this  German  settled  section  of  the  land. 
Alexander  Mack,  and  his  three  sons,  Johann  Valentin, 
Johannes  and  Alexander  Jr.,  had  come  to  Pennsylvania, 
landing  at  Philadelphia  in  September  1729.  Later,  per- 
haps following  the  death  of  the  Senior  Mack  in  1735 
Johannes,  or  John  as  he  was  commonly  known,  felt  the 
urge  to  go  to  the  Antietam  section  of  the  state  in  what 
is  now  Franklin  County,  and  combat  the  inroads  made 
by  the  Seventh  Day  Baptists.  There  had  been  keen  com- 
petition for  the  enrolling  of  the  German  settlers  in  the 
various  tenets  of  the  Dunker  religion  as  well  as  the  re- 
ligion of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptists. 

The  year  that  John  Mack  came  to  the  beautiful  wooded 
and  fertile  section  of  Pennsylvania  is  not  known.  It  may 
be  buried  somewhere  in  old  musty  records  awaiting  un- 
earthment.  This  is  the  way  that  the  Brethren  first  came 
to  this  section  of  the  state.  The  son  of  the  organizer, 
himself,  carrying  the  faith  of  his  father  and  others  of 
like  mind. 

This  was  an  attractive  section  of  the  state.  It  was  in 
a  beautiful    and   mountain   walled   fertile   valley.    Ingress 
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from  the  north  was  easy,  and  it  was  open  to  the  south 
leading  to  the  Potomac  and  to  the  Valley  of  Virginia.  It 
was  well  watered  by  the  Antietam  and  its  branches.  Some 
of  the  most  picturesque  scenes  the  Author  has  viewed 
after  traveling  in  all  the  states  of  the  Union  may  be 
found  within  a  few  miles  of  Waynesboro.  The  old  water 
mills,  the  stone  bridges  of  native  lime  stone,  the  clear 
as  crystal  springs  with  unpolluted,  tree  shaded  streams, 
make  ,  a  picture  for  the  brush  of  the  artist.  When  the 
tinted  leaves  of  Autumn  vie  with  one  another  with  their 
myriad  of  colors,  the  Artist  is  indeed  challenged  by  the 
Master    Architect    and    great   Painter   of   the    Universe! 

Here  the  early  settlers  built  their  brick  homes,  not 
alone  for  themselves  but  for  generations  yet  unborn,  who 
should  occupy  them  long  after  their  passing.  Here,  or 
from  here,  came  forth  those  whose  names  have  been 
seldom  mentioned  in  History,  as  for  instance  Eleanor 
Judkin  who  in  Lexington,  Virginia,  became  the  wife  of  an 
almost  unknown  Professor  of  the  Virginia  Military  In- 
stitute. Fame  had  him  in  mind,  and  today  he  is  known 
as  one  of  the  greatest  soldiers  and  Generals  that  Amer- 
ica ever  produced,  by  the  name  of  "Stonewall"  Jackson. 

Little  is  known  of  the  activities  of  John  Mack  in  and 
around  Waynesboro.  He  is  listed  as  an  early  settler.  Old 
records  have  been  gone  through  and  are  still  being 
gone  througli  and  are  still  being  searched  which  may 
throw  light  upon  the  days  so  far  away.  We  are  at  this 
moment  conceinied  with  his  son  whom  he  named  Jacob. 
Each  generation  of  Macks  found  the  name  Jacob  a  pop- 
ular one  for  the  boys  and  the  name  of  Elizabeth  as  the 
popular  name  for  the  girls.  When  Jacob  was  born  to 
John,  we  do  not  know.  We  know  that  he  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  and  perhaps  either  in  Waynesboro  or 
nearby.  In  the  year  1786  Jacob  is  listed  as  a  taxable 
along  with  his  cousin  William,  son  of  Alexander  Mack, 
Jr.  However  we  have  the  record  of  Jacob's  family,  as 
well  as  the  date  of  his  death  which  was  in  1814.  We 
know  that  on  October  16,  1752  he  was  married  to  Han- 
nah L.  Englehart,  who  was  born  July  10,  1735.  There 
were  born  to  this  marriage,  nine  children.  The  eighth  is 
the  one  that  concerns  us  in  this  article.  She  was  born 
September  20,  1774,  dying  in  April  1874,  lacking  just  a 
few  months  of  reaching  the  round  one  hundred  years  of 
age.  She  married  John  Benedict.  There  are  numerous  de- 
scendants, both  Benedicts  and  others  in  and  around 
Waynesboro. 

Nancy  was  the  grand  daughter  of  John  Mack,  and  the 
great  granddaughter  of  Alexander  Mack,  the  Organizer 
of  the  Brethren  Church. 

There  is  one  to  whom  we  are  much  indebted  for  his 
intei'est  and  efforts  to  discover  data  regarding  the  old 
Mack  home  two  miles  east  of  Waynesboro  where  Jacob 
lived  and  where  Nancy  was  born.  This  man  is  John  A. 
Mikesell,  who  purchased  the  farm  in  1942  from  Aaron 
Hess  who  had  owned  it  for  33  years.  Mr.  Mikesell  im- 
mediately started  to  search  the  old  records;  also  to  per- 
sonally remove  the  unsightly  growth  from  the  private 
cemetery  on  the  farm  just  a  few  hundred  yards  north 
of  the  barn.  This  stone-walled  cemetery  had  been  per- 
mitted to  grow  unattended.  When  the  Author  and  Henry 
Good  visited  it  some  years  ago,  the  first  time  by  the 
writer,  the  underbrush,  and  briars  wei'e  so  thick  that  it 
was    impossible    to    penetrate    it.    This    cemetery  contains 
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the  graves  of  some  of  the  section's  most  prominent  citi- 
zens and  early  settlers.  Among  them  were  names  such 
as  the  Royers,  McKensies,  Keagys,  Stouffers,  Macks  and 
others.  Here  John  Mack,  the  son  of  Alexander  Mack  and 
father  of  Jacob  and  the  grandfather  of  Nancy,  is  buried. 

With  Henry  Good,  who  lives  in  Waynesboro,  and  also 
a  descendant  of  Alexander  Mack,  the  writer  has  visited 
the  Mack  home  and  we  have  been  courteously  received 
by  the  owner  of  the  present  time.  Both  are  vitally  inter- 
ested in  our  history.  We  present  their  pictures  in  this 
article  along  with  the  house  as  it  appears  today.  There 
are  distinct  architectural  styles  in  the  old  place.  The 
house  stands  along  the  Amsterdam  road  within  sight  of 
Shank's  Mill.  Across  the  creek  is  the  railroad,  and  the 
entrance  to  Needy's  cave.  Terry  Mitchell,  of  Waynesboro 
states  in  his  Pen  Sketches  around  Waynesboro,  "The  low 
part  of  the  house  seems  to  be  older,  although  there  is  a 
section  of  the  stone  wall  at  one  place  which  extends  in  to 
the  high  part.  It  resembles  the  kitchen  built  by  John 
Wallace,  and  also  the  cottage  of  John  Phillip  Reed,  which 
is  about  a  half  mile  to  the  north.  There  are  four  dormer 
windows.  Hand-made  lath,  every  strip  varying  in  size, 
support  the  old  plaster.  A  clothes  rail  runs  around  the 
wall."  The  cottage,  in  old  records  spoken  of  as  "The 
Mansion  House,"  was  built  in  Colonial  times  by  Jacob 
Mack.  The  exact  date  of  its  building  is  unknown  though 
there  are  records  of  its  existence  as  far  back  as  1770. 
There  are  stories  of  Indian  fights  in  and  about  the  com- 
munity. It  is  not  uncommon  to  pick  up  arrow  heads  in 
the  fields.  The  house,  built  in  part  like  many  stone  houses 
of  the  Valley,  is  heated  by  fireplaces.  There  are  three. 
The  roof  is  protected  with  heavy  slate,  with  the  rafters 
pinned  together.  The  old  barn,  between  the  road  and  the 
house,  bears  the  date  of  1825,  and  is  a  typical  Pennsyl- 
vania rambling  type  of  structure.  It  is  thought  that  this 
was  built  approximately  the  time  the  new  section  of  the 
house  was   built.  The   small   section  of  the  house   to  the 
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right,   of  course   being  the   older  and  the  original  struc- 
ture built  by  Jacob  Mack. 

The  house  is  occupied  by  John  A.  Mikesell  and  his  sis- 
ter Bessie,  a  registered  nurse.  They  have  made  it  one 
of  the  most  restful  and  beautiful  places  along  the  creek. 
A  rapidly  flowing  spring  is  the  feeder  for  the  large  pond 
across  which  the  ducks  make  their  paths  and  which  at- 
tracts the  eye  of  the  visitor.  A  Hydraulic  Ram  cares  for 
pumping  water  from  the  spring  to  where  it  is  needed. 
This  place  must  also  have  been  a  show  place  at  the  time 
when  the  farm  was  owned  by  the  Macks  in  other  days. 
It  is  still  known  as  the  Mack  Farm.  Just  a  little  way 
down  the  road  eastward,  is  the  Old  German  Baptist  Am- 
sterdam Church.  However  it  is  not  used  for  church  pur- 
poses now  but  has  been  remodeled  and  makes  a  commo- 
dious dwelling  house.  To  this  church  the  occupants  of 
the   farm   wended   their  way  in   other  days  for  worship. 

Here  Nancy  Mack  was  born.  Here  she  grew  to  woman- 
hood, learning  the  skills  so  necessary  to  conduct  the  af- 
fairs of  the  thrifty  German  home.  Here  she  heard  the 
stories  of  her  ancestors,  and  from  here  she  visited  the 
grave  of  her  grandfather  on  the  farm.  It  should  be  stated 
in  shame  to  those  who  have  no  respect  for  the  departed 
that  in  recent  months  vandals  have  entered  the  walled- 
in  cemetery  and  overturned  some  of  the  taller  of  the 
monuments.  Certainly  it  is  an  indication  of  a  warped 
mind,  if  an  individual  with  a  tendency  like  that  could 
be  said  to  have  a  mind. 

Inasmuch  as  Nancy  was  almost  the  youngest  of  the 
brood  of  nine,  she  being  the  eighth,  she  must  have 
tagged  along  with  her  older  brothers  and  sisters  as  they 
worked  in  the  fields  and  at  the  various  trades  found  in 
the  self  contained  homes  of  the  period.  There  were  just 
twenty-one  years  between  Nancy  and  the  firstborn  Eliza- 
beth of  the  Jacob  Mack  family.  However  Elizabeth  lived 
less  than  four  years.  Two  other  sistei's  died  young. 

The  date  of  Nancy's  marriage  to  John  Benedict  is  not 
at  hand  as  we  write  this,  but  she  was  su  grown  woman  as 
she  was  thirty  five  when  her  first  child  was  born.  Her 
marriage,  we  know,  took  place  in  the  house  of  her  birth. 
Its  walls  must  have  been  crowded  as  the  guests  came 
in  for  the  gala  occasion.  It  must  have  been  many  years 
ago,   for  her  first   son   whom  she  named  for  her  father 


Jacob,  was  born  February  1,  1810.  He  was  married  March 
2,  1838  to  Susannah  Wilt,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  eleven  children.  Jacob  Benedict  died  in  1892.  The  sec- 
ond son  whom  they  named  Daniel  Mack  Benedict,  was 
born  near  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania,  May  8,  1812  and 
died  September  1,  1895.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Eliza  Dunkle.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children.  The 
third  child  of  Jacob  and  Nancy  Mack  Benedict  was 
born  June  1,  1815  and  was  given  the  name  of  Elizabeth. 
She  married  John  Secrest.  Elizabeth  died  February  6, 
1890  and  is  buried  in  the  Welch  Run  Cemetery  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  in  Franklin  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  were  the  parents  of  five  children. 

While  the  records  in  regard  to  the  activities  of  this 
woman  whose  life  span  was  almost  one  hundred  years, 
are  not  numerous;  we  can  know  her  in  the  personages 
of  her  descendants.  Among  them  we  find  Missionaries, 
such  as  Jesse  Benedict  Emmert  who  was  for  sixteen  years 
until  his  health  broke,  a  Missionary  to  India.  "Men  of 
the  Cloth"  were  numerous  as  well  as  men  who  have  made 
their  marks  in  Industry.  Among  some  of  them  we  may 
name  the  late  John  Good  Benedict  who  was  a  successful 
Banker,  and  President  of  the  Landis  Machine  Company 
of  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania.  Still  active  today  is  Daniel 
Norris  Benedict,  also  of  Waynesboro,  President  of  the 
Frick  Company,  an  honored  descendant  of  Nancy.  In  this 
connection  in  passing  we  might  mention  one  who  has 
honored  Nancy  Mack  Benedict  in  an  outstanding  way;  he 
a  descendant,  in  his  presenting  of  Oiler  Hall  to  Jun- 
iata College,  at  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania.  We  refer  to 
Jacob  Oiler.  To  those  who  may  be  more  interested  in 
the  names  of  her  descendants,  and  the  records  of 
many  of  them  they  will  be  found  in  the  Author's  work, 
ALEXANDER  MACK  THE  TUNKER  AND  DESCEN- 
DANTS, from  pages  75  to  113. 

Industry,  Religion  and  all  walks  of  life  have  their  rep- 
resentatives in  whose  veins  flow  the  blood  of  this  woman 
who  was  born  near  the  singing  creek  in  what  is  now 
Franklin  County,  Pennsylvania.  The  old  farm  is  rapidly 
being  developed,  and  houses  with  their  customary  streets 
have  changed  the  face  of  the  countryside.  The  Wayne 
Heights  Brethren  Church,  just  to  the  north  looks  down 
upon  the  old  cemetery,  and  the  fields  over  which  this 
woman,  as  a  child  walked  and  worked,  one 
■  '  ••  ■  hundred  and  seventy-five  or  more  years  ago. 

In  closing  the  Author  desires  to  express 
through  this  article  sincere  thanks  to  John 
A.  Mikesell,  who  owns  the  farm  and  who 
is  so  vitally  interested  in  securing  and  pre- 
serving the  records  of  the  days  of  Jacob 
Mack,  as  connected  with  the  farm,  though 
he  himself  is  not  of  the  line.  May  he  be 
successful  in  the  future  enough  that  there 
might  be  written  another  chapter  in  filling 
out  the  blank  pages  which  must  be  rich  in 
history. 

St.  James,  Maryland. 


THE 

JACOB  MACK 
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MBSSEONARY  BOARD  TO  MEET 

On  February  14  at  the  Ashland  office,  the  Missionary 
Board  will  hold  its  quarterly  meeting. 

Because  of  the  increasing  scope  of  our  missionary  pro- 
gram— including  many  areas  in  this  country  as  well  as  in 
two  foreign  countries — quarterly  meetings  have  become 
necessary.  Inquiries  are  sent  to  members  before  the 
meeting  dates  are  definitely  established  to  assure  a 
quorum. 

Any  items  of  business  that  should  be  submitted  to  the 
board  for  consideration  should  reach  the  office  by  Feb- 
ruary 13.  The  Executive  Committee  convenes  on  the  eve- 
ning of  February  13. 

Just  in  case  you  have  forgotten — or  never  knew — the 
personnel  of  the  board,  here  are  the  members  and  the 
capacities  in  which  they  serve: 

W.  E.  Ronk,  president    (Ashland,  Ohio) 

E.  M.  Riddle,  first  vice-president 

(New  Paris,  Indiana) 
John  Locke,  second  vice-president 

(Maurertown,  Virginia) 
Everett  Miller,  third  vice-president 

(New  Paris,  Indiana) 

Mrs.  D.  B.  Flora,  treasurer (Ashland,  Ohio) 

J.  Milton  Bowman (Falls  City,  Nebraska) 

John  Carnochan,  Jr (Hagerstown,  Maryland) 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Carpenter (Ashland,  Ohio) 

C.  Y.  Gilmer (Manteca,  California) 

John  Golby   (Johnstown,  Pennsylvania) 

Harlan  Hollewell    (Milledgeville,  Illinois) 

J.  D.  Hamel   (South  Bend,  Indiana) 

George  A.  Leidy   (Conemaugh,  Pennsylvania) 

Lester  Peck   (Falls  City,  Nebraska) 

Claud   Studebaker    (Bunker   Hill,   Indiana) 

D.  C.  White (Hagerstown,  Maryland) 

W.  Ray  Yount  . (Dayton,  Ohio) 

W.  S.  Bell  (Life  Member) ..  (Milledgeville,  Illinois) 


AT  LOST  CREEK 

Work  on  the  new  parsonage  is  progressing  steadily. 
Dorman  Ronk,  who  has  charge  of  the  construction,  has 
been  doing  an  excellent  job  of  securing  the  best  materials 
at  the  most  reasonable  prices;  he  has  also  been  doing  a 
considerable  amount  of  the  work  himself.  He  has  had  as- 
sistance from  several  of  the  local  workmen,  as  well  as 
from  one  of  the  teachers  at  the  Riverside  School. 

A  short  time  ago  Mr.  Phillips  and  Mr.  Forry  from 
Marianna,  Pennsylvania,  spent  an  entire  week  helping 
with  this  building,  donating  all  their  labor.  Some  inter- 
ested business  men  have  provided  materials  at  a  good 
discount,  because  of  their  concern  for  the  project. 

The  Missionary  Board  is  truly  grateful  for  the  help 
provided  by  these,   and   others  who   may  not  have   been 


mentioned,  for  their  assistance  in  this  undertaking;  par- 
ticularly do  they  appreciate  the  wonderful  manner  in 
which  the  Ronks  (Doi-man,  Joan  and  Bruce)  have  fit  into 
the  scheme  of  things  at  Lost  Creek.  Besides  his  construc- 
tion work,  purchasing,  etc.,  Dorman  is  doing  some  teach- 
ing of  manual  training  at  Riverside  Christian  Training 
School;  Joan  is  also  teaching  home  economics  and  per- 
forming other  invaluable  services  to  the  Christian  work 
program  at  Lost  Creek.  Even  Bnace  (just  three  years 
old)  occupies  an  important  place  there  among  the  boys. 
We  are  all  so  appreciative  of  every  good  thing  that 
has  been  done  for  the  work.  And  to  you,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dorman  Ronk — our  hats  are  off! 


THE  SHANKS  AT  WAKA 

January  11,  1956 
Waka,  Nigeria 
Dear  Clayton  and  Ida: 

While  waiting  a  few  minutes  for  a  delayed  supper,  I'll 
begin  writing  a  letter.  Take  another  look  at  the  letter 
head — yes,  we're  really  living  at  Waka.  We  moved  on 
January  4,  and  are  living  in  the  house  formerly  occupied 
by  the  Shanksters,  who  have  moved  into  the  new  house. 

In  many  ways  our  house  is  more  than  one  would  expect 
on  the  mission  field.  Before  long  we'll  have  running 
water  and  toilet  facilities  installed  in  the  house  at  Waka. 
The  government  has  given  a  grant  of  money  for  this 
purpose.  We  finally  have  all  of  our  boxes  from  home  un- 
packed and  the  contents  properly  stored.  It  surely  is  nice, 
living  in  a  large  house  for  a  change.  I  don't  bump  into 
Jean  anj^  more  when  I  move  around  nor  do  I  rearrange 
the  furniture  when  I  open  the  doors. 

Girls'  school  began  this  past  Tuesday  with  37  enrolled  in 
the  two  classes.  They  are  known  as  lower  five  and  regu- 
lar five.  They  are  equivalent  to  the  5th  and  6th  grades 
at  home. 

Since  Mrs.  Shankster,  who  was  Head  Mistress  last 
year,  has  been  elected  as  mission  treasurer,  Jean  is  act- 
ing Head  Mistress — commonly  referred  to  as  H.  M.  She 
has  quite  a  heavy  teaching  load  with  an  average  of  six 
classes  (40  minutes)  per  day  (Tuesday  through  Saturday) 
plus  some  study  periods  during  the  day  and  at  night, 
plus  clinic  for  the  girls'  school,  plus  physical  education 
after  the  regular  classes.  I  heard  her  remark  tonight  that 
once  she  gets  into  the  swing  of  things  it  will  be  much 
easier. 

I  am  teaching  one  class  a  day  (arithmetic)  in  the  girls' 
school.  Boys'  school  begins  next  Monday.  My  schedule 
isn't  complete  at  the  moment,  but  I  suppose  I'll  be  plenty 
busy. 

We  had  a  very  fine  Christmas  at  Marama.  All  of  us 
ate  our  dinner  together  at  Royers'  house  and  a  good 
meal  it  was.  We  are  all  well  and  are  enjoying  life  at 
Waka.  In  fact,  it's  hard  to  realize  we're  in  Nigeria. 

Love     The  Shanks 
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Pilot  Project 


\Y7^   OF   THE    Main   Street    Brethren   Church   here   in 
VV    Meyersdale  have  had  an  unusually  wonderful  expe- 
rience during  the  past  month,  and  we  would  like  to  share 
it  with   other  Brethren  through  the   Brethren   Evangelist. 

During  the  month  of  November  we  held  a  month  of 
intensive  Stewardship  Education,  climaxed  by  an  Every 
Member  Canvass.  We  used  Stewardship  Lessons  in  our 
Sunday  School  in  the  youth  and  adult  classes.  I  preached 
stewardship  sermons  each  Sunday.  Our  Midweek  Worship 
topics  were  on  stewardship  themes.  We  used  several 
filmstrips  and  one  movie  on  stewardship  in  our  Sunday 
evening  services  and  meetings  of  auxiliary  organizations. 
Three  letters  were  mailed  to  the  congregation,  keeping 
them  informed  of  the  month's  program  as  it  unfolded. 
Stewardship  tracts  were  enclosed  in  the  letters  and  in 
the  Sunday  bulletins.  Finally,  six  teams  of  visitors  were 
carefully  selected  and  trained  for  the  Every  Member  Can- 
vass on  the  last  Sunday  of  the  month.  It  was  a  monu- 
mental task,  one  which  we  believe  will  result  in  contin- 
uing spiritual  benefits  for  many  months,  perhaps  years, 
to  come. 

I  should  like  to  explain  why  we  feel  that  this  effort 
has  been  of  such  great  value  to  us.  In  the  first  place, 
our  emphasis  was  directed  throughout  the  month  on  the 
basic  Christian  principle  that  all  we  have  and  are  has 
come  fi'om  God,  and  that  we  really  do  not  own  anything 
— that  it  is  all  His,  and  we  are  stewards  of  a  great  trust 
that  belongs  to  God.  Therefore  to  be  true  to  our  trust 
and  to  God  to  Whom  belongs  everything,  we  must  com- 
mit ourselves  and  our  possessions  to  Him  and  use  them 
as  He  directs.  Tlius  when  we  come  to  our  Every  Mem- 
ber  Canvass   our   appeal   was   not   to   the    needs    of    the 


REV.  HORil 

Main   Streell 
Meyersdal 


REVEREND  HORACE  HUSE  has  conducted  a  pilot 
project  in  stewardship  with  a  month's  emphasis 
climaxed  by  an  every-member  canvass  or  enlistment.  The 
results  have  been  most  gratifying  to  this  point  and  are 
similar  to  those  experienced  by  thousands  of  churches 
that  use  this  approach  annually. 

Brther  Huse  put  into  action  the  plans  and  tools  used 
by  other  denominational  bodies  and  was  careful  to  follow 
the  details  rather  meticulously.  We  are  confident  that 
this  church  has  not  yet  seen  half  of  the  results  of  their 
efforts. 

We  commend  Brother  Huse  and  the  Meyersdale  Church 
for  his  splendid  piece  of  work,  and  we  urge  other 
churches  to  use  this  effective  and  systematic  approach 
to  enlist  their  people  more  completely  in  the  Lord's  work. 

W.  Clayton  Berkshire. 


church,  but  rather  to  the  need  of  God's  steward  to  C( 
mit  himself  and  his  possessions  to  God,  with  primary  c 
cern  for  the  promotion  of  His  spiritual  program  in 
world  through  His  Church.  This,  you  can  readily  comi 
hend,  has  a  tremendous  impact  upon  Christians  of 
stages  of  development,  and  upon  the  church  as  a  whi 
It  has  opened  the  eyes  of  many  and  widened  the  visi 
of  many  to  the  real  meaning  and  scope  of  Christian  St 
ardship. 

A  second  reason  we  feel  that  this  program  has  bj 
so  worthwhile  is  the  personal  contacts  made  by  our 
itors.  As  we  all  know,  nothing  can  take  the  place  of 
personal  presentation  of  the  challenge  of  the  Christ 
Gospel.  Our  canvassers  entered  about  108  homes,  of  m< 
bers  and  fiiends  and  prospects.  This  personal  contact  c 
not   be   over-estimated   in   its   value.   It    provided    op] 
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fired  our  souls  with  the  desire  to  tell  others  of  its  de- 
mands and  its  benefits.  Certainly  these  three  results  will 
blossom  forth  in  a  real  spiritual  growth  in  our  church 
and  in  the  lives  of  our  members. 

I  believe  that  the  statistical  results  of  our  Every- 
Member  Canvass  also  tell  a  significant  story.  Out  of  the 
108  homes  contacted,  pledges  were  obtained  in  80  of  them. 
Thus,  roughly  75%  of  our  congregation  responded  with 
a  definite  commitment.  Since  this  was  the  first  time  an 
effort  of  this  kind  has  ever  been  made  to  get  pledges 
in  response  to  presenting  the  challenge  of  Christian 
stewardship,  it  seems  a  most  gratifying  response.  A  total 
of  113  pledges  were  received  (representing  husbands, 
wives,  children,  and  others  in  some  families),  making  an 
annual  amoxmt  of  $6,854.40  pledged  for  the  year.  This 
compares  very  favorably  with  the  amount  received  in 
offerings    ($6,984.28)    in  1953  v/ithout  any  such   effort. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  recommend  to  all  my  fel- 
low-ministers and  their  congregations  the  experience  of  a 
month  of  stewardship  emphasis  such  as  ours.  I  don't 
think  that  I  am  exaggerating  when  I  say  that  its  spir- 
itual impact  was  equal  to  a  week  of  revival  services,  and 
accomplished  something  that  preaching  alone  could  never 
have  done.  I  would  be  glad  to  share  with  anyone  who 
would  be  interested  information  concerning  our  methods 
and  resources  in  our  stewardship  program.  In  fact,  I 
believe  that  consideration  should  be  given  to  promoting 
a '  month  of  intensive  Christian  Stewardship  throughout 
the  denomination  annually.  I  can  think  of  no  more  direct 
and  challenging  method  of  appealing  to  our  Brethren 
people  to  commit  themselves  to  God  and  to  His  work 
fully. 


ity  for  a  visual  presentation  of  the  work  of  the 
rch — locally,  district-wide,  and  nationally  and  inter- 
Lonally.  I  should  mention  here  that  the  visitors  had 
i-over  charts  with  which  to  present  their  story.  It 
)  gave  opportunity  for  questions  and  discussion  in  each 
le.  Finally,  it  led  up  to  the  challenge  of  a  personal 
imitment  of  one's  financial  support  to  the  work  of 
I  through  our  church. 

'he  third  important  result  of  our  month  of  steward- 
3  emphasis  is  the  value  it  had  for  the  visitors  and 
pastor.  We  now  have  twelve  members  who  have  been 
ined  in  presenting  the  work  of  the  church  to  their 
ow-members.  The  pastor  has  undergone  intensive  study 
.  preparation  for  this  program.  And  the  importance 
I  urgency  of  the  challenge  in  the  principle  we  all  had 
n  taking  for  granted,  namely,  Christian  Stewardship, 


"Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there 
may  be  meat  in  mine  house,  and  prove  me  now  herewith, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you  the  win- 
dows of  heaven,  that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to 
receive  it."  Malachi  3:10. 

"Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  let  everyone  of  you  lay 
by  him  in  store,  as  God  hath  prospered  him,  that  there 
be   no   gathering   when   I   come."   I   Corinthians    16:2. 

"He  which  soweth  spai'ingly  shall  reap  also  sparingly; 
and  he  which  soweth  bountifully  shall  reap  bountifully. 
Every  man  according  as  he  purposeth  in  his  heart,  so  let 
him  give;  not  grudgingly,  or  of  necessity:  for  God  loveth 
a  cheerful  giver."  II  Corinthians  9:6,  7. 
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Sunday  School  Suggestions    by   Joseph  r.  Shuhz 

(Sponsored  by  the  National  Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Brethren  Church) 


A  NEGLECTED  YOUTH 
Rev.  Spencer  Gentle, 

Young   People's   Divisional   Supt.,   N.  S.   S.  A. 


TN  MOST  of  our  Sunday  Schools  of  today,  you  will  find 
very  good  Intermediate  departments  and  a  very  healthy 
High  School  department.  Then,  you  will  find  a  good  class 
of  young  mai-ried  couples,  couples  who  have  been  mar- 
ried for  a  few  years  and  have  children  in  the  Nursery 
department   or   Beginners   department. 

The  Sunday  School  is  very  efficient  in  supplying 
rooms,  teachers  and  materials  for  the  above  mentioned 
classes;  but  a  very  important  group  of  young  people  is 
being  neglected  by  most  Sunday  Schools  of  today.  This 
group  is  the  younger  young  adults.  Young  people  who 
are  just  out  of  High  School;  young  men  home  fi'om  the 
service;  college  young  people  who  come  home  during  va- 
cation days;  young  married  couples  just  married;  young 
school  teachers;  and  a  host  of  other  young  people  of  this 
post  High  School  age.  This  group  feels  too  old  to  go 
into  the  High  School  class  and  too  young  to  go  into  the 
young  married  couples  class  which  is  composed  of  couples 
who  have  families.  Therefore,  we  ai'e  losing  many  of 
these  people;  they  either  find  a  Church  that  has  a  place 
for  them,  or  they  quit  attending  Sunday  School  alto- 
gether. Many  of  them  will  attend  the  worship  service, 
and  even  then  feel  that  there  is  no  definite  place  for 
them  in  the  overall  work  of  the  Church. 

Something  MUST  be  done  for  these  neglected  Young 
People!  A  Sunday  School  class  must  be  organized  for 
them!  Of  course,  there  are  many  problems  with  such  an 
endeavor.   The   teacher  must   be  a   person  who  is  vitally 


interested  in  the  needs  of  such  a  class.  It  must  be  real- 
ized that  the  attendance  will  never  be  steady  because 
the  college  people  are  not  present  every  Sunday.  A  pro- 
gram of  interest  and  enthusiasm  must  be  inaugurated, 
but  it  can  be  done!  In  the  early  days  of  such  a  class, 
the  attendance  will  be  3  or  4  perhaps.  Then  it  will  jump 
to  15  to  20  for  a  few  Sundays,  then  back  down  to  just 
a  few.  This  is  no  reason  for  discouragement.  It  is  to  be 
expected,  don't  give  up  the  class.  The  day  will  come 
when  the  attendance  will  be  more  steady.  Let's  not  lose 
these  young  people  because  we  do  not  have  the  faith  to 
help  them  out! 

One  of  the  most  important  reasons  for  not  neglecting 
these  young  people  is  the  fact  that  many  of  them  have 
trained  talents  that  can  oe  used  in  our  Sunday  School  and 
Church  work.  If  we  make  them  feel  that  they  have  an 
important  place  in  the  church,  they  will  be  willing  to 
use  their  talents  for  the  glory  of  God.  We  have  here,  po- 
tential Sunday  School  teachers,  choir  members,  youth 
leaders    and   many,   many   other  possibilities. 

But  the  most  important  reason  of  all  for  beginning 
such  a  class  is  that  of  keeping  these  young  people  in  our 
Sunday  School  and  Church,  giving  to  them  the  spiritual 
growth  which  we  all  need. 

Every  Sunday  School  in  the  Brethren  Denomination 
should  have  such  a  class.  Let's  not  neglect  these  young 
people  any  longer,   Let's   keep   them   in   our  churches! 

Goshen,   Indiana 


ATT 


NORTHEASTERN  OHIO 
YOUTH 


"HEARTS  FOR  CHRIST" 

"HEARTS  FOR  CHRIST"— This  is  the  theme  of  the 
Northeastern  Ohio  Brethren  Youth  Rally  to  be  held  in 
the  Brethren  Church,  490  Bowman  St.,  Mansfield,  Ohio, 
on  Sunday,  Febi-uary  19th,  beginning  at  2:00  P.  M. 

Registration  will  be  from  2:00  to  2:30  P.  M.  in  the 
lower  auditorium  of  the  Church.  The  Inspirational  Hour 
will  be  from  2:30  to  3:30  P.  M.  with  a  special  treat  for 
you.  An  Indian  girl  has  been  secured  as  our  main 
speaker.  Her  Indian  name  is  PRINCESS  WHITE  FEATH- 
ER and  her  English  name  is  RUTH  DOUGLAS.  She  is 


attending  a  Bible  School  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  preparation 
to  be  a  missionary  to  her  own  people,  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians. 

You  will  be  inspired  and  challenged  by  her  message 
and  wonderful  Christian  testimony. 

The  business  hour  will  follow  from  3:30  to  4:30  P.  M. 
with  District  President,  Ray  Aspinall,  in  charge. 

The  recreational  period  will  be  at  4:30  to  5:45  P.  M. 
A  chili  supper  has  been  planned  for  the  low  cost  of 
60c.  The  supper  will  be  held  in  nearby  St.  Johns  Park  at 
6:15  P.  M.  Please  have  your  reservations  in  by  Wednes- 
day, February  15th. 

Princess  White  Feather  will  be  the  speaker  for  the 
evening  worship  service  at  7:30  P.  M. 

The  age   limit  is   12   years   and  older  for  this   Rally. 

THE  MANSFIELD  B.  Y.  CRUSADERS. 
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MULVANE,  KANSAS 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  our  Lord! 

Another  year  has  gone  by.  We  are  well  into  a  new 
year.  By  the  time  you  read  this  one  month  of  the  new 
year  will  either  be  gone  or  almost  gone.  This  past  year 
has  had  both  its  joys  and  its  sorrows  for  us  here  at 
Mulvane— our  losses  and  our  gains.  The  Lord  has  blessed 
us  in  our  work.  The  Devil  also  has  been  trying  to  get 
a  hold.  As  with  any  work  that  is  progressing  for  the 
jLord,  Satan  is  there  making  the  Christian's  effort  a  con- 
istant  warfare.  But — as  with  God's  people  of  all  ages 
[under  Godly  leadei'S — we  are  going  forward  with  Rev. 
J.  F.  Burton  as  our  leader. 

I  All  of  our  Sunday  services  are  very  well  attended — 
(from  our  Nursery  Class  to  the  Adult  Classes  at  Sunday 
School  on  into  the  Worship  Sei-vice  Sunday  morning  to 
iour  B.  Y.  C.  and  Adult  C.  E.  group  meetings  on  Sunday 
[evening  on  into  the  evening  Worship  service.  We  put  a 
[lot  of  emphasis  on  the  Sunday  Evening  service  due  to 
the  fact  that  it  seems  more  difficult  to  get  people  to  go 
[to  Church  on  a  Sunday  Evening. 

Prayer  meeting  and  Bible-study  on  Thursday  night  are 
1  doing  well  considering  all  the  competition  we  have  from 
our  schools.  We  have  three  different  groups  for  our  Bible 
Study  and  Prayer  Sei-vice.  Mrs.  Burton  is  in  charge  of 
the  Junior  group;  Brother  George  Grieve  in  charge  of  the 
Young  People;  and  Rev.  Burton  leader  for  the  Adult 
group. 

We  have  all  the  Auxiliary  organizations  of  the  church 
— W.  M.  S.,  Laymen,  Jr.  and  Sr.  S.  M.  M.,  Jr.  and  Sr. 
Brotherhood — all  working  very  hard  to  make  their  work 
and  lives  count  for  the  Lord.  We  have  a  newly  elected 
I  Youth  Board  of  which  Brother  Dwight  Bishard  is  the 
;  Chairman.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  the 
I  Lord   will    provide   us   with    someone    who    is   capable    of 


being  our  Youth   Director.   We   ask  an   interest  in   your 
prayers   in   this   behalf. 

Four  were  baptized  and  added  to  the  church  following 
our  Pre-Easter  services.  Two  more  were  added  at  bap- 
tismal services  this  fall,  and  one  more  this  past  Sunday 
(Jan.  22)  making  seven  for  the  year  and  sixty  since 
Rev.  Burton  came.  We  have  several  others  who  are  pros- 
pective members  and  for  whom  we  are  earnestly  praying. 

Death  entered  our  midst,  taking  one  of  our  members, 
a  few  have  moved  to  other  communities,  but  taking  all 
into  consideration  we  feel  we  are  progressing  very  well 
and  that  the  Lord  is  blessing  us  more  and  more  each  day. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  a  full  year  with  the  Lord's 
work.  Dr.  Joseph  Shultz  is  to  be  with  us  in  Majch  for 
the  Sunday  School  workshop,  and  Rev.  J.  Milton  Bow- 
man, of  Falls  City,  Nebr.  for  an  Evangelistic  meeting 
following  Easter. 

We,  here  at  Mulvane  were  richly  blessed  the  first  part 
of  October  in  being  host  to  the  Mid-West  District  Confer- 
ence. These  rre  always  mountain  top  experiences  wher- 
ever they  may  be  held,  but  to  have  them  at  your  home 
church  where  so  many  more  of  your  own  group  can  at- 
tend these  sei-vices,  the  blessings  are  even  greater.  I'm 
sure  I  speak  for  all  of  our  members  when  I  say  I  want 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  who  made  this 
conference  the  great  experience  that  it  was — those  who 
came  from  our  General  Conference  Organizations  and 
those  who  came  from  the  individual  churches  of  the  dis- 
trict. You  all  helped  make  it  the  success  it  was.  May 
God  richly  bless  each  and  everyone. 

Mrs.  Olen  C.  Davis,  Corr.   Sec'y. 


SOUTH    BEND,    INDIANA 

The  past  two  Sundays,  Mr.  Hamel  baptized  22  people 
and  received  3  by  letter. 

The  High  School  Young  People's  Class,  under  the  di- 
rection of  A.  R.  Thompson  (formerly  Professor  of  Music 
at  Ashland  College)  has  acquired  the  kitchen  which  is  the 
last  available  space  in  our  church.  This  past  month  the 
class  has  grown  by  leaps  and  bounds  by  reason  of  the 
unique  way  they  are  using  the  kitchen.  They  now  have  a 
coffee-doughnut  hour  along  with  their  Sunday  School 
lesson,  which  have  proven  very  successful. 

Miss  Lillie  Garwood,  Secretary  to  the  Pastor. 


BENEVOLENT   DAY   OFFERING 
FEBRUARY  19,  1956 
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HYPOCRITES 

He  refused  to  be  a  Christian, 

And  had  no  use  for  the  church. 
He  said  nearly  all  who  belonged 

Were  hypocrites — and  nothing  more. 
It  is  true — there  are  such 

Who  belong  to  the  church, 
But  they  can  find  no  better  place 

Than  this  in  which  to  spend  their  time. 
Here  they  will  hear  God's  Word, 

And  maybe  by  and  by. 
It  will  work  the  change  desired. 

Again,  did  not  Christ  say  that 
He   alone   should  be  lifted  up? 

Look  then  unto  the  Saviour, 
And  the  cross  on  which  He  died. 

And   not    on    His   sinful    followers, 
Who  straggle  at  His  side. 

— Clifford  J.  Boren. 

OFTENTIMES  the  person  who  condemns  others  for 
their  faults,  fails  to  see  his  own  (Rom.  14:12).  The 
Devil  wants  us  to  see  the  faults  of  others;  the  Holy 
Spirit  wants  us  to  see  our  own  faults  (Matt.  7:1-5).  We 
shall  not  have  to  answer  for  the  sins  of  the  hypocrites 
in  the  judgment  but  for  our  own  (Rom.  14:10-12).  The 
Judge  of  all  men  saw  two  classes  in  the  church — the  self- 
righteous  and  critical,  and  those  who  turned  in  sincere 
penitence  to  Christ  for  salvation  (Luke  18:10-14).  Though 
hypocrites  may  be  in  the  church  on  earth,  they  will  not 
be  in  Heaven  (Matt.  23:33).  To  hide  behind  a  hypocrite 
is  not  to  justify  but  to  condemn  one's  self  (Luke  15:16). 

The  Pharisees  were  the  spectacular  hypocrites  of  Jesus' 
day.  Many  are  the  ways  to  play  the  hypocrite  today.  In 
either  case  Matthew  23  removes  all  shams  and  deceptions. 
Let   us    see    through   the    eyes   of  Jesus: — 

The  hypocrite  may  be  a  great  talker  (v.  3),  great  in  pub- 
lic prayer  (v.  14),  a  great  proselyter  (v.  15),  great  in 
tithing  (v.  23),  very  exacting  and  particular  (v.  24),  be 
very  careful  about  outward  cleanliness  (v.  25),  and  very 
careful  about  his  outward  appearance  (v.  27).  Let  all  who 
are  critical  of  the  Pharisee  see  that  they  measure  up  to 
all  of  his  good  points!  His  good  points  are  commendable 
if  he  had  only  had  the  right  attitude.  Let  us  search  our 
own  hearts  as  we  follow  this  study! 

Though  the  Pharisee  was  a  great  talker,  he  did  not 
practice  what  he  preached  (v.  3).  What  he  did  he  did  to 
be  seen  of  men  (v.  5).  He  loved  honor  and  exaltation 
(v.  7).  He  shuts  up  the  Kingdom  to  those  who  stumble 
over  him  (v.  13).  He  devoured  widow's  houses  and  tried 
to  cover  the  sin  by  making  long  prayers  (v.  14).  The 
proselytes  he  made  he  coached  for  Hell  (v.  15).  He  "went 
to  seed"  on  small  matters  and  ignored  weighty  matters 
(v.    23).    He    claimed   not   to    be    guilty   of   extortion    "as 
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other  men  are"  (Luke  18:11),  but  was  "full  of  extortion" 
(v.  25).  He  was  great  for  exterior  cleanliness  (white- 
wash), but  within  he  was  foul   (unwashed)    (vs.  25,  27). 

Hypocrisy  is  a  terrible  sin  T^Luke  12:1).  Of  it  the  Phar- 
isees were  very  guilty  (Matt.  15:7,  8).  With  it  they  dis- 
honored their  parents  (Matt.  15:4-6).  They  maltreated 
their  neighbors  (Prov.  11:9;  23:7).  Judas  connived  with 
them,  and  betrayed  his  Master  with  a  kiss  (Matt.  26:48- 
50).  Beware  of  their  leaven! 

The  Apostle  Peter  once  erred  with  pretense  (Gal.  2:13). 
Paul  opposed  him  in  this  matter  (Gal.  2:11).  David  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  dissemblers  (Psalm  26:4).  liet 
love  be  sincere   (Rom.  12:9). 

The  hypocrite's  hope  shall  perish  (Job  8:13).  His  pre- 
tense will  bring  him  "greater  condemnation"  (Matt.  23:14). 
His  ultimate  portion  is  Hell  (Matt.  24:50,  51).  In  all  his 
deception  he  has  deceived  himself  and  will  be  greatly 
surprised  in  the  judgment  (Isaiah  33:14).  Let  us  have 
heavenly  wisdom,  which  is  "without  hypocrisy"  (James 
3:17). 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.   Anderson 


Lesson  for  February  19,  1956 

JESUS  DEMANDS  A  CHOICE 

Lesson:  Luke  19:1-10 

HOW  QUICK  WE  are  to  pass  by  those  whom  we  do 
not  consider  to  be  of  our  own  class  distinction!  For- 
tunately, Jesus  Christ  is  not  like  that.  As  He  came  in 
contact  with  various  classes  of  people.  He  stopped  to 
help.  In  this  manner  the  sinful  woman  of  Samaria  em- 
braced salvation.  Likewise  was  the  proud  Pharisee,  Nic- 
odemus,  brought  into  right  relationship  with  God. 

Zacchaeus,  the  publican — a  member  of  those  cheating, 
conniving  tax  collectors — made  a  right  choice  for  God 
because  Christ  was  interested  in  his  soul,  and  stopped  to 
speak  with  him. 

Any  man  brought  face  to  face  with  the  Son  of  God  is 
immediately  confronted  with  the  necessity  of  making  im- 
portant decisions.  What  shall  he  now  do  ?  Shall  he  con- 
tinue on  in  his  sinful  way  along  the  path  of  destruction? 
Or,  shall  he  change  his  direction  in  life  and  choose  the 
Christ- Way?  Such  were  the  decisions  which  faced  Zac- 
chaeus when  he  met  Jesus  Christ.  He  chose  to  follow  j 
Christ.  I 

If  a  man  boldly  and  courageously  decides  to  make  the ! 
right  decision,  he  is  confronted  with  barriers  that  would ' 
hinder  his  decision.  Zacchaeus  faced  these  barriers.  What ; 
are  they  ? 

"He  was  rich."  A  man  must  decide  what  he  is  going  to 
do   with   his    possessions.     He    hears    the    admonition    of 
Christ:  "Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  His  right- 1 
eousness;   and  all  these   things  shall  be  added  unto  you" 
(Matt.   6:33).   Now  he  must  decide  what  he  will  do. 
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Thank  God  the  problem  of  possessions  did  not  long 
trouble  Zacchaeus,  for  we  hear  him  say  to  the  Master: 
"Behold,  Lord,  the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to  the  poor." 
Would  to  God  all  men  had  the  courage  to  make  the  right 
decision  with  regards  to  that  which  they  possess! 

There  was  still  another  barrier  aside  fi-om  his  posses- 
sions. There  was  his  past.  It  was  nothing  of  which  he 
could  be  proud!  On  the  conti-ary,  he  had  been  guilty  of 
lying,  cheating,  and  robbing.  If  he  was  truly  repentant 
of  his  past  sins,  he  must  be  willing  to  "bring  forth  there- 
fore fruit  worthy  of  repentance"  (A.S.V.  Matt.  3:8). 
Would  he  be  willing  to  make  proper  restitution  for  the 
wrong  he  had  done  ? 

How  gratifying  to  hear  him  say  to  Jesus:  "If  I  have 
taken  anything  from  any  man  by  false  accusation,  I  re- 
store him  four-fold." 

Following  this  testimony  it  is  no  wonder  Christ  could 
say  to  the  new  Zacchaeus:  "This  day  is  salvation  come 
to  this  house,  forasmuch  as  he  also  is  a  son  of  Abraham." 
Who  are  the  children  of  Abraham?  The  children  of 
Faith,  for  Paul  writing  to  the  Galatians  says:  "Know  ye 
therefore  that  they  which  are  of  faith,  the  same  are  the 
children  of  Abraham"  (3:7). 

Every  man  or  woman,  boy  or  girl  who  meets  Jesus, 
is  confronted  with  a  choice.  Zacchaeus  made  his  choice — 
the  right  one.  He  chose  to  follow  Christ. 

"Choose   I  must,  and  soon  must  choose 
Holiness  or  heaven  lose; 
While  I  choose  what  heaven  hates. 
Closed  for  me  is  heaven's  gate." 

"Choose  you  this  day  whom  ye  will  serve  .  .  .  but  as 
for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord"  (Josh. 
24:15). 


T  BELIEVE  THAT  JESUS  CHRIST  is  the  Son  of  God 
■*■  because  He  talked  like  incarnate  deity;  He  thought 
like  it.  He  planned  like  it,  He  died  like  it,  rising  from 
the  dead  in  glorious  vindication  of  it.  I  believe  in  Christ 
because  He  evidences  the  divinity  of  His  person  today  by 
bringing  new  life  to  those  who  receive  Him.  What  do  we 
think  of  this  Man  Jesus  ?  Well,  if  you  doubt  what  He  says 
about  Himself,  ask  Him  to  verify  it  in  your  own  experi- 
ence, surrendering  to  the  truth  He  has  to  say  about  you. 
— Robert  Boyd  Munger  in  What  Jesus  Says  (Fleming  H. 
Revell  Co.). 


T 


HE  WHOLE  TROUBLE  with  many  Christians  today 
is  that  they  are  only  playing  at  being  Christian. 
They  have  never  really  gone  in  for  a  holy,  dynamic 
Christian  life,  because  they  are  afraid  to  pay  the  price. 
I  tremble  in  my  own  soul  at  the  shock  many  will  get 
when  they  face  our  Lord  and  discover  that  the  beliefs 
they  have  cherished,  the  doctrines  they  have  embraced, 
and  the  Bible  they  have  said  they  believed,  have  landed 
them  in  hell  because  their  beliefs  have  never  become  ac- 
tion, and  the  Bible  has  never  become  practice,  and  their 
lives  have  never  been  made  holy.  The  law  at  the  foot  of 
the  mount  of  judgment  has  to  be  fulfilled  not  by  us,  thank 
heaven,  but  in  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit. — Alan  Redpath,  in 
Victorious  Christian  Living  (Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.). 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 


DO  YOU  KNOW  GOD? 
"And  he  said,  Who  art  thou,  Lord?"  Acts  9:5. 


M' 


[EN  EXPERIENCE  CONVERSION  in  different  ways. 
That  is  they  experience  a  different  sensation  in  the 
process.  To  men  like  Paul,  conversion  came  like  a  snap 
shot,  so  suddenly  did  it  occur.  And  if  this  is  true,  then 
there  are  others  come  to  the  Creator  by  what  might  be 
likened  to  a  time-exposure  experience.  And  whether  by 
one  or  the  other  type  of  experience,  to  both  alike  God 
becomes  nearer,  clearer,  dearer  as  they  grow  in  grace. 
Paul's  sudden  and  unexpected  meeting  with  his  Master 
evicted  a  natural  and  spontaneous  question,  "Who  art 
Thou,  Lord?"  Thou  who  hast  come  so  unexpectedly  and 
suddenly,  and  who.  doth  by  Thy  coming  shake  my  very 
soul ?" 

It  would  seem  better  to  seek  to  realize  the  Lord's 
promise  in  Matthew  28:20,  where  He  declares  "Lo  I  am 
with  you  alway."  I  believe  that  it  is  God's  wish  that  we 
should  have  Him  for  a  constant  friend  and  companion. 
And  we  may  have  that  companionship. 

We  do  well  to  ask  ourselves  the  question,  "What  is  the 
measure  of  my  acquaintance  with  God  ?  What  is  He  like 
to  me  ?  Do  I  feel  as  close  to  him  as  I  should  ?  Would  I 
miss   my  fellowship   with    Him   if   it   should  be   broken? 

Some  have  answered  the  question  of  our  discussion  in 
this  manner:  "He  is  to  me  as  the  glory  of  the  sunset.  I 
see  Him  in  the  sunset."  Said  another,  "He  is  Love.  He 
is  all  that  is  good  and  true  and  beautiful."  Again  another 
declares:  "He  is  to  me  an  inner  grace.  I  feel  His  near- 
ness. He  is  a  Presence  indescribable-undeniable-ineffable." 
"He  is  to  me  a  Person.  He  is  like  Jesus,"  says  still  an- 
other; "He  is  my  heavenly  Father.  I  know  He  cares." 

The  Bible  declares  that  God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that 
worship  Him  must  worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truth." 
For  the  finest  experience  of  God's  fellowship,  therefore, 
we  must  strive  for  a  spiritual  awareness  of  the  presence 
of  God  by  our  side.  So  shall  we  be  strengthened  and  kept 
in  His  will. 


i^*    How  About 


Inas? 


Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

BENEVOLENT   OFFERING 

(For  Brethren's  Home  and  Retired  Ministers'  Fund) 
Make  checks   payable  to   L.   V.    King,    Treasurer,    and 
address   Rev.    L.    V.    King,    1033    E.    Main    St.,    Louisville, 
Ohio. 
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PROGRAi 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 

THE  YOUTH,  BLESS  'EM! 

T'M  FOR  THEM!  Those  delightful  people  somewhere  be- 
tween  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-five,  who  either  have 
that  strenuous  time  called  adolescence  to  endure,  or  have 
just  rounded  the  bend  on  the  other  side,  or  are  just  now 
in  its  grips.  That  period  when  all  the  world  seems  out  of 
focus — which  I  still  believe  it  is — and  the  fads  of  the  day 
take  over  completely  the  thinking  of  the  youth  so  that 
he  cannot  see  the  sky  for  the  stars;  the  time  when  it  is 
easier  to  know  the  answers  than  to  search  for  them;  the 
pressures  of  physical  and  emotional  temptations,  and  the 
foolish  attempts  of  the  former  generation  to  help  them 
"understand"  themselves:  these  are  just  some  of  the 
characteristics  of  their  lives. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  all  nations  pick  youth  to  fight 
their  international  battles  ?  Who  else  can  be  so  brave,  so 
willing,  so  daring,  so  able  to  handle  the  situation  ?  Re- 
member, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doakes,  they  do  win  the  battles! 
If  they  were  left  up  to  anyone  else  the  battles  would  be 
lost.  But  don't  forget,  too,  that  if  they  are  capable  of 
handling  international  battles,  they  also  are  able  to  fight 
the  battles  of  their  souls.  Give  them  uniforms  and  equip- 
ment and  they  will  come  out  victors. 

It  has  been  reported  that  in  World  War  II  it  cost 
about  $1,600  to  kill  one  enemy,  while  up  to  that  time  it 
cost  $5— DID  YOU  HEAR  ME?  FIVE  DOLLARS— to 
convei't  him.  Now  it  costs  far  less  than  that  to  bring 
one  of  our  own  young  people  to  the  feet  of  the  Lord. 
Think  about  it!  You  who  measure  your  lives  in  terms 
of  dollars-per-hour  at  the  shop:  would  you,  if  you  could, 
work  two,  or  three,  or  four,  or  five  hours  to  win  one 
soul  for  eternity  ?  Of  course  the  cost  would  have  to  be 
much  reduced  when  it  comes  to  bringing  our  own  to  the 
Lord. 

GIVE  'EM  A  HAND 

If  someone  on  the  street  on  an  icy,  slippery  day  should 
fall  within  your  reach,  would  you  give  him  a  hand?  Of 
course  you  would!  You're  no  heel.  Who  do  I  think  I'm 
talking  to  anyway?  Well,  you  were  young  once;  and  you 
didn't  have  it  as  tough  in  many  ways  as  the  youth  of 
today  have  it,  with  its  "golden  opportunities"  and  all. 
But  as  they  make  their  attempts  at  life  and  slip  here 
and  there  do  you  give  them  a  hand  ?  Do  you  pray  for 
them  as  they  tread  "icy"  streets  ?  Do  you  speak  encour- 
agingly to  them  ?  Do  you  offer  any  assistance  to  their 
attempts  to  tackle  the  battles  of  life,  and  their  organ- 
ized approach  to  life?  In  short,  DO  YOU  HAVE  (SHOW) 
ANY  CONFIDENCE  IN  THEM? 

THE  BEST  ON  RECORD 

Youth  today  have  had  no  equals.  They  can  sit  down  and 
figure  their  course  through  the  next  ten  or  fifteen  years 
with  cool  heads  and  warm  hearts;  and  most  of  them  will 
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even  exceed  their  goals.  They  can  follow  you  as  you 
lecture  them  on  matters  which  their  parents  didn't  even 
know  existed  at  their  age,  and  after  you  finish  they  can 
add  a  couple  more  points  to  the  outline  of  your  sermon. 
Not  only  that;  they  can  find  the  words  you  meant  to  use 
when  you  came  to  that  mental,  "bridge"  you  wanted  to' 
cross. 

In  face  of  the  bold,  or  should  I  say  stark  raving  mad, 
world  they  can  descend  to  their  knees  and  with  smooth- 
ness of  style  and  graciousness  of  manner  lift  their  peti- 
tions to  the  heavenly  Father  without  a  moment's  hesita- 
tion, and  do  it  as  if  to  say,  "Well,  what  would  you  have 
done?"  This  is  what  I  see  in  the  present  generation  of 
young  people  with  whom  we  have  to  work. 

Oh,  true,  very  true,  that  some  are  "black  sheep,"  and 
it  seems  an  impossibility  to  reach  them.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  I  have  had  some  of  the  most  frivolous,  the  most 
"impossible"  young  people  come  to  me  and  thank  me  for 
a  statement  in  a  message,  or  apologize  for  certain  actions. 
I  am  humbled  by  the  large  number  of  youth  who  are  not 
stained  by  the  products  of  the  world,  and  remain  clean 
even  while  rubbing  elbows  with  the  slimiest  characters  of 
the  present  system.  They  remind  me  of  the  three  Hebrew 
children  in  the  court  of  the  Babylonians. 

Even  those  who  fall  in  the  mud  are  to  be  given  as- 
sistance instead  of  being  trampled  upon.  What  have  we 
to  offer  them  ?  It  is  almost  a  shame  to  mention  the  vast- 
ness  of  "education"  offered  on  sex,  the  greatest  prob- 
lem of  the  world.  If  such  a  program  could  result  in  bet- 
ter personalities,  it  is  high  time  it  started  to  pay  off, 
It  has  been  given  its  chance.  But  instead  it  is  a  "come 
on"  for  youth  which  is  printed  in  three  letters  on  the 
covers  of  every  issue  of  every  secular  magazine.  Mar- 
riage is  a  state  of  legal  experiment,  to  be  tossed  into  the 
trash  can  if  found  unsatisfactory,  and  other  experiments 
to  follow.  Under  the  pretense  of  "educating,"  the  infor- 
mation is  given  out  to  make  youth  "wiser,"  burning  more 
than  ever  with  desire,  hoping  more  than  ever  to  escape 
consequences.  The  fall  is  even  more  disillusioning  than  it 
would  have  been  without  the  information.  The  design  of 
bathing  suits  for  the  beach,  the  arrangements  of  dance 
halls,  and  other  forms  of  "recreation" — which,  by  the  way, 
you  are  an  "old  fogie"  (if  my  spelling  is  correct)  it 
you  don't  think  it's  "nice,"  or  at  least  see  something! 
"wrong  with  it" — all  add  to  the  problem  of  the  modern 
youth.  He  has  been  born  in  its  presence;  he  is  taught  it 
in  schools;  his  parents  either  are  divorced  or  give  him 
lessons  in  the  "art";  mother  and  dad  make  little  or  nc; 
attempt  to  do  as  the  Hebrews  did  who  loved  their  religion 
and  instruct  their  children. 

Yes,  I  insist  that  your  youth  are  the  best  yet.  They 
have  the  biggest  job  to  do — both  now  and  in  the  future — 
that  any  generation  of  youth  ever  has  been  challengec 
with,  and  they  have  less  with  which  to  accomplish  it 
They  should  be  sore  at  us,  but  they  are  not.  They  are  toe 
kind.  They  simply  take  what  we  have  to  offer,  adapt  ii 
to  their  needs,  and  use  their  imagination  for  the  rest. 

Let's  encourage  youth  with  our  prayers,  a  kind  word 
and  kind  deed.  See  how  they  will  reward  us! 
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by   Helen  Jordan 


GIVING  THANKS 

WHEN  I  WAS  ASKED  by  our  W.  M.  S.  president  to 
write  an  article  for  the  "Evangelist"  my  first 
thought  was,  I  can't  do  that.  Next  the  thought  came  to 
me,  why  not  write  on  giving  thanks;  you  have  so  much 
for  which  to  be  thankful. 

Every  day  in  the  year  is  a  good  time  to  give  thanks. 
The  majority  of  the  people  in  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica make  a  special  effort  for  thanksgiving  the  fourth 
Thursday  in  November.  When  we  take  the  time  to  think 
of  all  our  blessings,  and  really  ponder  over  them,  we  are 
amazed  at  the  many  blessings  that  are  ours. 

My  family's  latest  reason  for  thanksgiving  is  the  safe 
arrival  of  our  youngest  son  Gerald  from  overseas  duty 
after  traveling  by  train,  boat,  bus,  plane  and  car  a  dis- 
tance of  approximately  5,000  miles,  the  night  before  the 
plane  crash  in  the  west  that  took  66  lives. 

Like  the  psalmist  of  old,  "The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I 
shall   not   want." 

If  I  have  prompted  even  a  few  to  be  more  thankful, 
I'll  feel  that  this  article  has  been  very  much  worthwhile. 

Mrs.  Wm.   H.   Beattie, 

Lanark,  111. 


INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  A  new  Sunday  School  Class  for 
post  High  School  young  people  is  being  organized.  The 
first  session  scheduled  to  be  held  on  February  4th. 

National  Brethren  Youth-  Director  was  guest  speaker  on 
January  29th,  which  was  also  designated  as  "Youth  Sun- 
day." 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Brother  J.  D.  Hamel  re- 
ports the  receiving  of  22  new  members  by  baptism  and 
3  by  letter  recently. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  A  "Pulpit  Ex- 
change Program"  is  being  worked  out  among  area 
churches,  including  Brethren  Churches  at  Roann,  College 
Corner,  Huntington  and  North  Manchester.  The  first 
schedule  (for  Sunday  evening,  February  12th)  is  as  fol- 
lows: Rev.  Edwin  Puterbaugh,  of  Huntington,  at  North 
Manchester;  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  of  Roann,  at  Hunt- 
ington; Rev.  Bright  Hanna,  of  College  Corner,  at  Roann; 
and  Rev.  Bates,  of  North  Manchester,  at  College  Corner. 
It  is  planned  to  continue  this  plan  about  once  every  two 
months. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  Senior  and  Junior 
Missionary  Societies  held  their  Mission  Study  Book  Re- 
view at  the  Church  on  February  2nd. 


^nxh  to  S?0t 
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McAFOOSE.  Orris  Orlando  McAfoose,  faithful  member 
of  the  Brush  Valley  Brethren  Church,  of  Adrian,  Penna., 
died  at  home,  Dec.  14,  1955.  Had  been  active  in  church 
work  since  1932.  Survived  by  wife,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Funeral  services  held  in  the  church  by  the 
pastor,  assisted  by  Rev.  Paul  Naff.  Interment  in  Brush 
Valley  Brethren  Church  Cemetery. 

David  L.  Rambsel,  Pastor. 


A  TESTIMONY  ABOUT 

the 

Brethren  Bible  Class  Quarterly 

"Enclosed  is  check  for  Quarterlies  you  sent  .  •  .  We  like 
them  fine  so  wish  to  place  a  standing  order  for  48  Breth- 
ren Bible  Class  Quarterlies  to  be  sent  each  quarter  ..." 

This  testimony  from  a  church  (not  Brethren)  where  a 
Brethren,  attending  occasionally,  showed  them  a  copy  of 
our  Quarterly. 

This  is  just  one  of  the  testimonies  which  we  are  re- 
ceiving right  along  about  this  Quarterly. 

Are  you  Brethren  making  the  best  use  of  the  Brethren 
Bible  Class  Quarterly  in  your  Sunday  School?  If  not, 
then  study  your  local  needs  and  increase  your  order  for 
the  new  issue  coming  out  soon. 


Brethren  Historical   library 

Manchester  Collego;;' 
N.   Manchester,   Ind* 
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By   John   Bechtel — 
"What   Do   You   Know?" 
Bible  Quizzes 

Paper,   35«* 
Bible   Treasure   Hunt 

Paper,  35«* 
"What's    Your    !.  Q.?" 
Bible  Quizzes 

Paper,  35«^ 

By  Mabel  H.   Hansen — 
Scripture   Quiz   Book 

Enjoyable   Bible   quizzes. 

Paper,  35^ 

Guess  Who  Said   It? 

Bible  Character  quizzes  that  will 
have  you  guessing.  Paper,  35^ 

Bible  Games 

Easy-to-play  games  for  any  gath- 
ering. Paper,  35^ 

Popular  Bible  Games  for 
Everyone 

Young  and  old  alike  will  enjoy 
these.  Paper,  35<* 

Kid's  Bible  Quiz  Book 

Scripture  quizzes  especially  for 
children.  Paper,  35«* 

Guess  My   Name 

120   Bible  character  quiz  studies. 
Paper,  35(* 

More  Guess  My  Name 
Bible  Quizzes 

Bible  character  quizzes  for  all 
ages.  Paper,  35(* 

Bible   Problems,   Games 
and    Quizzes 

Instructive  fun  for  young  and 
old.  Paper,  35«* 

Bible  Quiz  Programs 

8  complete  and  excellent  pro- 
grams. Paper,  35<* 

By  Mabel  H.   Nance — 

Detect   the    Errors   Quiz   Book 

35  catchy  and  entertaining  quiz- 
zes from  the  Bible.  Paper,  35^ 
Easy-to-Play   Bible   Games 

Educational  Bible  games  that  are 
fun   to   play.  Paper,  35^ 

Kid's  Program   Book 

Contains  eight  full  quiz  pro- 
grams of  fun  and  Bible  instruc- 
tion. Paper,  35«^ 


FOR  ALL  TO  PtAY 


By   Vernon  Howard 

Bible   Puzzles  and   Quizzes 

Lively   Bible   Quizzes 

Missionary    and    Geography 

Quizzes 

Paper,  each,  'i'bi 
Quickie   Quizzes 
12    books    in   this    series   are: 
Men  of  the  Old  Testament 
Men   of  the  New  Testament 
Women    of    the    Bible 
Books   of   the   Old   Testament 
Books   of   the   New    Testament 
Favorite   Bible   Stories 
Favorite   Old   Testament   Verses 
Favorite  New  Testament  Verses 
Nature    and    the   Bible 
Jesus   and   His   Friends 
Bible   Geography 
The   Book    of   Genesis 
Especially  designed  to  stimulate  the 
thinking   of    juniors    and   intermedi- 
ates   with   regard   to    the   Bible.     12 
booklets    in    this    series.     Each    32 
pages.     2%"  X  2".     Colorful    2-color 
cover.  Each,   10(* 

By  F.  H.  Moehlmann — 
"True  or  False"  Contests 
on  the  Bible 

It's    fun    to    find    out    which    are 
right    and    wrong.  Paper,  50?; 

"True  or  False"  Contests 
on  the  Bible  No.  2 

25     quiz    games    that    will     have 
you  guessing.  Paper,  50^ 

Bible  Name  Quiz 

You'll    enjoy    guessing    the    char- 
acters   described.  Paper,  50«* 

"It's  in  the   Bible"  Quizzes 

To  help  you  increase  your  Bible 
knowledge.  Paper,  50«* 

"Tell   Me  Quick"  Bible 
Quizzes 

To   challenge   your   Bible   knowl- 
edge. Paper,  50^ 

Bible  Quizzes  on  the  Life  of 
Our   Lord   Jesus   Christ 

To    help    you    learn    more    about 
the   Saviour.  Paper,  50^ 

"Who    Can    Tell?"    Bible 
Quizzes 

Quizzes    about    Bible    characters, 
events,  etc.  Paper,  50^ 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  A  "Carry-in"  dinner  was  held 
following  the  morning  service  on  February  5th. 

Attendance  on  a  recent  Sunday  was  63  as  against  34 
a  year  ago. 

The  frontis  of  the  Sarasota  bulletin  now  carries  a  line 
drawing  of  the  proposed  new  church  building  which  is  to 
be  erected  on  the  lots  purchased  for  that  purpose  on 
Shade  Avenue. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  Honorable  Theodore 
R.  McKeldin,  Governor  of  the  free  state  of  Maryland  is 
scheduled  to  speak  in  the  St.  James  Church  the  evening 
of  March  18th. 

Brother  Freeman  Ankrum  reports  that  on  a  recent  icy 
Sunday  they  had  145  in  Sunday  School  and  practically  a 
full  house  for  preaching  services. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. A  "Sunday  School  Church  Service"  is  scheduled 
for  March  4th,  at  which  time  the  Worship  Service  will 
be  held  fir.st,  at  9:30.  The  Young  People's  Class  will  serve 
as  the  Choir,  a  flannelgraph  story  will  be  told,  a  twenty 
minute  sermon  delivered,  after  which  the  classes  will  form 
for  their  studies. 

The  W.  M.  S.  Book  Review  was  held  the  evening  of 
January  29th  as  an  open  service. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. A  Church  fellowship  supper  was  held  on  February 
12th.  Following  the  meal  a  film,  "Is  Your  Home  Fun?" 
was  shown  and  discussed.  Future  Fellowship  evenings  are 
to  be  scheduled. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  The  W.  M.  S.  was  in  charge 
of  the  evening  worship  service  on  February  5th. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN.  Ken- 
neth Howard,  Ashland  Ministerial  Student,  was  special 
speaker  in  the  Valley  Church  on  January  29th. 

A  farewell  fellowship  for  Hays  Logan,  member  of  the 
Valley  Church,  recently  licensed  to  preach,  and  who  has 
accepted  the  Gate  wood,  W.  Va.,  pastorate,  was  held  the 
evening  of  January  26th.  Brother  Logan  brought  the 
morning  message  in  the  Valley  Church  on  February  5th. 

New  racks  for  the  recently  purchased  hymn  books  have 
been  placed  on  the  pew  backs;  a  project  of  the  Valley 
Laymen. 


WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  Four  new  members  were 
received  recently.  Two  by  baptism  and  two  by  letter. 

Dr.  James  A.  DeWeerd,  Pastor  of  the  Cadle  Taber- 
nacle, Indianapolis,  Indiana,  was  the  scheduled  speaker 
the  evening  of  February  12th  in  the  West  Alexandria 
Church. 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


COMING  EVENTS 

CANTON,  OHIO.  Trinity  Brethren.  Revival  Services- 
March  4-11 — Rev.  R.  K,  Higgins,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Robert 
Keplinger,  Pastor. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— March  5-18— Rev. 
J.  D.  Hamel,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Alvin  H.  Grumbling,  Pas- 
tor. 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  RALLY 
Northeastern  Ohio  District 

at 

Mansfield  Brethren  Church 

490  Bowman  Street,  Mansfield,  Ohio 

Sunday,  February  19th— 2:00  P.  M. 

CONFERENCE  DATES 

Inquiries  are  coming  in  relative  to  District  and  General 
Conference  dates  for  the  summer  of  1956. 

Most  Districts  follow  the  pattern  of  a  year  ago,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Ohio  District,  which  has  moved  its 
conference  from  June  to  July. 

INDIANA  DISTRICT.  June  11th  through  14th,  at  Ship- 
shewana  Lake,  Indiana. 

SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT.  June  22nd  through  24th, 
at  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va. 

OHIO  DISTRICT.  July  12th  through  15th  (Place  to  be 
announced). 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT.  July  16th  through  19th, 
at  Third  Brethren,  Johnstown,  Penna. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church  meets 
in  Ashland,  Ohio,  August  13th  through  19th. 
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SECOND  IN  A  SERIES 


SEVERAL  WEEKS  AGO,  we  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  liquor  consumption  reached  an  all-time  high 
during  the  Christmas  holiday  season.  (Brethren  Evange- 
list, Jan.  21,  1956).  At  that  time,  we  promised  you  that 
we  would  soon  list,  what  we  feel,  are  the  reasons  for  this 
tremendous,  general  upsurge  in  liquor  consumption  in  our 
land. 

When  a  person  takes  a  drink  of  any  alcoholic  beverage, 
IN  ANY  FORM  OR  AMOUNT,  he  is  endeavoring  to 
satiate  one  or  more  of  the  thi-ee  basic  human  drives:  1. 
Gratification  of  fleshly  desires;  2.  To  be  important  and 
powerful;  and  3.  To  be  socially  acceptable.  All  of  these 
can  represent  dissipation  of  bodily  reserves — a  defiling  of 
the  body — a  life  that  glorifies  self  instead  of  God.  All  of 
which  the  Christian  is  warned  against. 

There  are  TWO  GENERAL  CAUSES  for  our  high 
liquor  consumption.  First,  the  effort  of  distillers,  whole- 
salers and  retailers  to  sell  the  stuff.  Second,  the  poten- 
tial and  actual  customer's  lack  of  fimi  conviction  against 
its  use.  The  "sellers"  appeal  to  every  conceivable  weak- 
ness of  the  "buyer"  in  order  to  create  desire.  The  habit, 
once  formed,  creates  additional  desire,  until  you  find 
that  people  will  sacrifice  every  decent  and  rightful  thing 
to  satisfy  their  craving  for  drink.  Two  men  died,  recently, 
in  a  drinking  spree  because,  it  is  believed,  they  drank  the 
anti-freeze  solution  drained  from  the  radiator  of  a  farm 
tractor. 

In  view  of  the  terrible  cost  and  effects  of  direct  and 
accompanying  ills  caused  by  our  high  drinking  rate,  we 
feel  led  to  list  for  you  what  we  feel  are  the  main  causes. 
We  urge  you  to  take  each  one,  and  thoughtfully  think 
about  it  and  then  take  a  definite  resolve  as  an  individual 
and  as  a  church  to  do  something  positive  about  it. 


1.  AN  EVER  INCREASING  USE  OF  DRINKING  IN 
TELEVISION  DRAMA  PROGRAMS.  It  seems  that  many 
times,  the  story  writer  and  the  actors  makes  extra  spe- 
cial efforts  to  portray  the  use  of  drinks.  So  much  so  that 
we  suspect  at  times  that  the  writer  and  producer  of  the 
plays  are  under  special  obligation  to  the  liquor  interests. 
In  other  words,  we  have  seen  many  fine  television  plays 
which  could  have  been  just  as  effective  and  complete 
without  the  drinking  scenes, 


The  most  sinister  effect  from  television  drinking  scenes, 
though,  is  the  way  in  which  it  is  done.  At  no  time,  is  the 
question  of  whether  it  is  right  or  wrong  to  drink  ever 
considered.  Drinking  is  assumed  to  be  right  and  proper. 
To  children  viewing  such  a  screening,  drinking  appears 
to  be  the  thing  to  do. 

WHAT  TO  DO.  Be  concerned.  Do  not  permit  children 
or  young  people  to  view  pi-ograms  where  there  is  the 
possibility  of  promiscuous  drinking  scenes,  without  proper 
adult  supervision  being  present.  When  your  children  are 
viewing  programs  that  do  include  drinking  scenes,  at  that 
time,  point  out  the  evil  in  it,  explaining  how  the  drink- 
ing could  have  been  left  out.  Write  to  the  sponsor  and 
object  to  his  sponsoring  of  programs  where  drinking  is 
encouraged. 

(Our  suggestions  on  what  to  do,  may  seem  radical  to 
some,  but  then,  it's  your  young  people  involved,  and  as 
parents,  their  welfare  should  be  your  personal  interest. 
No  one  else  is  going  to  protect  them  from  this  potential 
curse  in  their  lives.) 


2.  UNSCRUPULOUS  SPOTTING  OF  BEER  ADS  ON 
TELEVISION.  Have  you  ever  been  watching  your  tele- 
vision and  enjoying  a  program,  only  to  have  a  station 
break,  and  to  have  the  serenity  of  your  living  room  shat- 
tered with  a  high  powered  beer  ad  ?  There  is  no  hour 
of  the  day  which  is  free  from  this  intrustion.  There  is 
no  assurance  that  the  next  station  break  won't  tell  you, 
and  your  neighbors,  that  you'd  better  go  out  and  get  a 

case  of    beer,  or  you'll  be  dead  by  morning.  We 

feel  if  beer  advertising  MUST  be  on  television,  it  should 
be  restricted  to  hours  when  the  American  families  are 
not  usually  gathered  around  their  sets.  But  then,  the 
liquor  business  has  never  been  known  for  scruples  when 
potential  customers  are  around. 

WHAT  TO  DO.  The  so-called  "Television  code  of  good 
practice"  when  obeyed,  allows  a  station  two  commercials 
during  a  station  break.  That  is  why  you  usually  find  a 
soap  commercial  and  a  bread  commercial,  for  instance, 
with  possibly  a  note  about  a  coming  TV  program,  as  a 
usual  diet  between  programs.  When  one  of  these  spot 
announcements  is  a  beer  ad,  take  note  of  the  accom- 
panying product  also  advertised.  Write  that  sponsor  and 
tell  him  you  object  to  his  ad  being  run  along  side  a  beer 
ad.  Don't  forget  the  power  of  the  printed  (written)  page. 
Point  out  the  evils  of  beer  drinking  to  your  children  as 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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WHAT  MUST  I  DO  TO  BE  SAVED? 


THIS  IS  ABOUT  the  most  important  question 
that  a  man  can  ask.  On  its  answer  depends, 
not  only  our  happiness  in  this  world,  but  our  hap- 
piness throughout  eternity. 

We  might  ask,  "From  what  do  we  want  to  be 
saved?"  The  answer  is,  "Saved  from  sin."  Then 
again  we  may  ask,  "What  sin?"  The  Scripture 
tells  us  that  "Sin  is  the  transgression  of  the 
law."  (I  John  3:4).  I  take  that  to  mean  the 
transgression  of  GOD'S  LAW. 

Folks  have  asked  the  question,  "Why  did  God 
create  sin?"  We  answer,  "God  did  not  create  sin." 
Sin,  like  darkness,  is  the  absence  of  something. 
Darkness  is  the  absence  of  light — likewise,  sin  is 
the  absence  of  righteousness.  We  read  in  the 
story  of  creation  that  the  earth  was  without  form 
and  void,  and  that  darkness  covered  the  face  of 
the  deep,  so  darkness,  "like  sin"  was  from  the  be- 
ginning. God  gave  man  righteousness  to  overcome 
sin. 

Another  example  is,  God  did  not  create  hate; 
its  opposite  is  love,  and  the  scriptures  tell  us  that 
"God  is  love."  Further,  by  way  of  example,  is 
life,  its  opposite  being  death.  God  breathed  into 
the  nostrils  of  Adam  the  breath  of  life,  and  man 
became  a  living  soul.  He  did  not  create  death, 
it  is  just  simply  the  absence  of  life.  Just  so  is  sin 
the  absence  of  righteousness. 

We  can  commit  sin  without  doing  anything, 
just  neglect  the  things  we  should  do.  God's  Word 
says,  (Heb.  2:3)  "How  shall  we  escape,  if  we 
neglect  so  great  salvation?"  Doing  nothing  about 
it  can  become  sin. 


So  we  have  determined  that  if  we  want  to  be 
saved  we  must  do  something  about  it.  If  we  want 
to  do  right,  we  must  act.  We  can  truly  be  lost 
without  any  effort,  through  the  sin  of  omission. 
Of  the  two  roads  marked  out  for  us,  one  is  the 
broad  road  to  destruction.  The  gate  is  wide,  and 
broad  is  the  road.  We  can  drift  along  on  that 
roadway  without  effort — plenty  of  room — just  go 
along  with  the  crowd. 

But  how  about  the  other  road?  Matt.  7:14 
says,  "Because  straight  is  the  gate,  and  narrow 
is  the  way,  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there 
be  that  find  it."  We  have  to  find  this  road,  and 
we  have  to  stay  on  it,  for  Rev.  3:5  tells  us  that 
"He  that  overcometh,  the  same  shall  be  clothed 
in  white  raiment;  and  I  will  not  blot  out  his 
name,  out  of  the  book  of  life."  We  must  decide 
to  be  overcomers  of  sin  if  we  expect  to  be  saved." 

The  question  then  remains,  "What  must  I  do 
to  be  saved?" 

To  begin  with,  there  are  two  stages  of  our  sal- 
vation. We  are  not  in  heaven  when  our  sins  are 
forgiven,  and  our  past  sins  pardoned — but  we  are 
on  the  right  road^  As  such,  we  dare  not  take  a 
short  cut  lest  we  get  off  the  road  and  become 
lost.  Some  times  we  have  a  long  way  to  go  before 
we  realize  eternal  salvation.  Being  saved  now, 
and  being  saved  in  eternity  are  two  different 
things.  In  one  sense,  we  are  on  probation — on  our 
good  behaviour.  For  example — a  man  is  found 
struggling  in  the  water.  There  is  no  way  that  he 
can  save  himself.  A  boat  comes  along  and  takes 
him  in,  and  he  is  saved  for  the  time,  but  he  is 
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not  on  land  yet.  The  captain  tells  him  that  he 
must  stay  on  the  boat  until  he  lands — if  he  delib- 
erately jumps  over-board,  he  will  surely  be  lost. 
So  it  is  with  us;  Mark  13:13  says,  "But  he  that 
shall  endure  unto  the  end,  the  same  shall  be 
saved." 

However,  when  we  ask,  "What  must  I  do  to 
be  saved?"  we  usually  are  thinking  about  salva- 
tion in  this  life,  and  also  in  the  life  to  come. 
This  was  a  common  question  asked  of  Jesus,  by 
persons  who  realized  that  they  needed  salvation. 
Sometimes  it  is  worded  in  a  different  way,  such 
as  when  the  rich  young  ruler  came  to  Jesus  and 
asked,  "What  must  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life?" 
(Luke  18:18).  Of  course,  he  had  in  mind  the 
same  thing  that  the  Philippian  jailor  was  think- 
ing about  in  the  16th  chapter  of  Acts  when  he 
said,  "What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?"  The  answer 
was  different  in  some  ways.  The  rich  ruler  be- 
lieved that  Jesus  was  what  He  said  He  was  (so 
we  see  that  he  had  faith)  and  he  believed.  He 
had  lived  up  to  the  Jewish  law,  therefore  he  had 
repented  of  his  sins,  and  had  rendered  sacrifice 
for  them.  Yet  he  lacked  one  of  the  first  conditions 
of  salvation — he  had  not  loved  his  neighbor  as 
himself.  All  around  him  were  poor  folk  who 
needed  help;  he  was  indifferent  to  their  need 
which  is  proof  that  he  was  not  fully  resigned  to 
the  will  of  God — ^for  God  is  love. 

There  are  some  fundamental  things  which  we 
must  do  to  be  saved.  In  the  first  place  one  must 
hear  about  salvation  before  he  can  become  inter- 
ested about  it,  so  the  first  thing  we  must  do  is 
to  hear.  On  the  day  of  Pentecost,  the  Jews  were 
gathered  together  when  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  upon 
the  disciples.  Peter,  standing  up,  said,  "Hearken 
to  my  words."  That  is  the  first  thing  a  soul  must 
do  to  be  saved — hearken  to  the  words  of  God. 
Then,  when  he  has  given  his  attention,  he  must 
believe  what  the  Word  of  God  says  about  being 
saved. 

In  the  case  of  the  multitude  that  was  saved  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  after  they  had  been  pricked 
in  their  hearts  and  had  asked,  "Men  and  brethren 
what  shall  we  do?"  Peter  answered  them,  "Re- 
pent, and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins, 
and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 
Then  it  says,  "They  that  gladly  received  his  word 
were  baptized.  And  the  same  day  there  were 
added  unto  them  about  three  thousand  souls."  So 
we  see  that  those  Jews  were  interested  enough 


to  listen  to  the  Word,  and  when  they  heard,  they 
believed. 

Then,  after  hearing,  the  next  thing  was  re- 
pentance, which  is  just  as  important  as  to  hear, 
for  without  repentance,  we  cannot  be  saved.  What 
was  the  message  that  John  the  Baptist  brought 
to  the  Jews  when  he  began  to  preach?  It  was 
REPENTANCE  —  REPENTANCE  —  REPENT- 
ANCE. "Behold  the  lamb  of  God  which  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  the  world"  was  the  burden  of 
his  sermons  to  all  people  everywhere.  Then  they 
were  baptized  for  the  remission  of  sins.  One  never 
gets  to  the  place  in  his  life  that  he  does  not  need 
repentance.  Just  so  long  as  we  make  mistakes 
(and  that  is  as  long  as  we  live)  we  need  to  be 
sorry  for  sin,  and  that  is  what  is  meant  by  re- 
pentance. I  cannot  find  a  single  place  where  an 
unrepentant  sinner  was  saved. 

I  think  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  think  for  a 
short  time  about  the  prodigal  son.  To  understand 
this  parable  which  Jesus  told,  it  would  be  well 
for  us  to  understand  who  the  persons  He  speaks 
of  represent.  Jesus  said  a  man  had  two  sons.  The 
only  reasonable  way  to  interpret  this  is  that  the 
father  represents  God,  our  heavenly  Father.  The 
son  represents  a  child  of  God,  for  he  could  not 
exactly  represent  one  who  had  never  been  born 
again,  else  he  would  not  be  a  son  of  God.  In  my 
opinion,  this  son  represents  a  backslider. 

We  know  that  he  was  a  rightful  heir  to  his 
father's  estate,  as  his  father  did  not  protest  his 
claim  when  he  asked  for  his  inheritance.  He  wan- 
dered away  in  "trespasses  and  sin,"  but  the  story 
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says  that  he  remembered  about  his  father's 
house,  and  that  he  was  miserable  feeding  swine. 
Let  us  notice  what  he  was  doing — feeding  swine 
(worldly,  despised,  filthy)  and  it  says  that  "he 
came  to  himself."  Then  he  began  to  repent  of  his 
past.  That  was  the  first  step  in  his  being  rein- 
stated in  his  father's  favor.  He  then  had  to  make 
up  his  mind  to  start  back  home.  These  steps  must 
be  taken  by  everyone,  whether  a  backslider  or  a 
lost  sinner,  before  he  can  be  made  alive.  As  to  the 
status  while  he  was  away,  the  father  said  of  his 
erring  son,  "For  this  my  son  was  dead,  and  is 
alive  again."  (Luke  15:24).  He  who  was  lost  in 
trespasses  and  sin,  has  now  been  restored  by  the 
grace  of  his  father.  He  had  been  found,  and  again 
installed  in  his  father's  family. 

Another  case  of  a  restored  backslider  is  the 
parable  of  the  lost  sheep.  We  have  here  the  lost 
restored,  but  he  must  stay  in  the  fold  if  he  ex- 
pects the  protection  of  the  shepherd;  this  he 
can  do  if  he  follows  the  narrow  path  Jesus  speaks 

I  think  we  should  understand  just  how  much 
the  things  we  do  have  to  do  with  our  salvation. 
In  Ephesians  2:8,  we  read,  "For  by  grace  are  ye 
saved  through  faith;  and  that  not  of  yourselves; 
it  is  the  gift  of  God."  The  things  we  do  cannot 
alone  save  us,  but  there  are  certain  things  that 
we  must  do  before  the  grace  of  God  takes  over. 
We  must  obey  certain  commands  of  God  before 
He  will  extend  His  marvelous  grace.  After  we 
have  done  all  that  we  can  to  be  saved,  God's 
grace  is  still  necessary.  This  is  brought  out  very 
vividly  in  the  raising  of  Lazarus.  Remember,  Je- 
sus said,  "Take  ye  away  the  stone,"  for  He  knew 
they  were  able  to  do  that,  then  He  cried  with 
a  loud  voice,  "Lazarus,  come  forth,"  The  people 
were  not  able  to  accomplish  this,  so  He  did  that 
for  them.  Then  Jesus  said  to  them,  "Loose  him, 
and  let  him  go,"  for  He  knew  that  they  could 
do  this. 

Then  we  have  another  class  of  believers  of 
which  Jesus  spoke  in  Matt.  7:21,  "Not  every  one 
that  saith  unto  me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven:  but  he  that  doeth  the 
will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  Many  will 
say  unto  me  in  that  day.  Lord,  Lord,  have  we 
not  prophesied  in  thy  name?  and  in  thy  name 
done  many  wonderful  works?  And  then  will  I 
profess  unto  them,  1  never  knew  you :  depart 
from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity."  Evidently 
these  people  trusted  in  their  works  alone  to  save 
them.  God  seemed  to  let  them  do  good  works,  but 


they  received  no  reward;  evidently  because  they 
did  not  give  God  the  glory. 

WHAT  THEN,  MUST  I  DO  TO  BE  SAVED? 

First:  We  must  hear  the  story  of  redemption; 
we  must  be  interested  in  our  soul's  salvation. 

Second:  We  must  see  in  this  plan  that  we  are 
sinners,  and  be  humble,  acknowledge  our  sins,  and 
be  sorry  for  them. 

Third:  We  must  believe  in  God's  promises  of 
redemption  through  the  atoning  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ;  we  must  confess  Him  before  men,  not 
just  simply  in  a  public  service,  but  in  our  daily 
way  of  living. 

Fourth:  We  must  take  up  our  cross  and  follow 
Him,  for  if  we  expect  to  be  where  Jesus  is,  we 
must  follow  the  road  that  He  took  to  heaven — 
namely,  doing  the  will  of  His  Father  who  is  in 
heaven,  for,  I  repeat  His  words,  "Not  everyone 
that  saith  unto  me.  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into 
heaven:  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father 
which  is  in  heaven." 

A  blesed  thought  in  regard  to  this  road  to 
glory  is  found  in  the  words  of  Jesus,  "My  yoke 
is  easy  and  my  burden  is  light."  It  is  easy  if  we 
really  love  Him  enough  to  serve  Him. 

Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 


(The  above  sermon  was  preached  from  the  pul- 
pit of  the  Brethren  Church,  2600  E.  12th  St., 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  by  Frank  W.  Garber  on  the 
evening  of  January  30,  1955.) 


nnnnnnnannnnnnnDnnnnnnnnnnannannnnannaaa 
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i^"    How  About 


Your  Offerings? 


Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

BENEVOLENT   OFFERING 

(For  Brethren's  Home  and  Retired  Ministers'  Fund) 

Make  checks  payable  to  L.  V.  King,  Treasurer,  and 
address  Rev.  L.  V.  King,  1033  E.  Main  St.,  Louisville, 
Ohio. 
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MISSIONARY   BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
524    College    Ave.    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone:     39582 


Contributing    Editors:    W.    CLAYTON    BERKSHIRE,    Gen.    Sec'y. 
(MRS.)     IDA    LINDOWER,    Adm.    Assistant 


DEVELOPMENTS  AT  LOST  CREEK 

Progress  on  the  new  parsonage  at  Lost  Creek  has  been 
reported  fi'om  time  to  time  through  this  page.  Other  im- 
provements have  also  been  made  recently  at  the  Riverside 
Christian  Training  School:  A  new  furnace  was  installed 
in  the  girls'  dormitory,  and  other  long-needed  repairs 
were  made.  We  are  happy  that  such  help  is  being  given 
this  fine  work;  but,  as  you  are  aware,  such  improvements 
do  cost  money. 

Since  July  1,  of  this  fiscal  year,  $11,097.82  has  been 
spent  on  building,  repairs,  improvements  and  general 
maintenance;  whereas,  less  than  half  this  amount  has 
been  received  thus  far  to  cover  these  bills.  We  are  eager 
that  the  work  shall  go  forward  and  continue  to  receive 
mission  Board  support,  but  we  dare  not  use  all  of  our 
home  mission  funds  for  this  work.  There  are  twelve  other 
mission  pastors  dependent  on  mission  funds — some  rather 
largely — for  their  living;  besides,  we  want  to  build  new 
churches  in  many  needy  areas. 

We  do  not  want  to  curtail  the  Lost  Creek  work;  neither 
do  we  want  to  fail  our  mission  pastors.  Many  churches 
and  individuals  have  expressed  a  keen  interest  in  the 
Lost  Creek  program.  Let's  make  that  interest  real  by 
giving,  then  giving  more  and  MORE. 


FROM  BUENOS  AIRES, 

JANE  BYLER  WRITES— 


January  26,  1956 


Dear  Brother  Clayton: 


Rob  has  been  in  camp  in  Cordoba  since  the  13th  of  the 
month.  Before  he  left,  he  went  to  Colon,  Rosario  and 
Villa  Constitucion.  There  are  quite  a  few  matters  to  be 
cared  for  in  the  different  churches  and  he  will  probably 
report  on  those  when  he  writes,  after  his  return. 

After  a  week  in  the  hospital,  David  was  able  to  come 
home;  and  he  is  now  beginning  to  gain  back  some  of  the 
weight  he  had  lost.  He  got  along  very  well  through  it  all, 
but,  of  course,  we  had  to  cancel  all  our  vacation  plans; 
now  we  don't  see  much  chance  of  getting  out  of  the  city 
any  more  this  summer. 

Rob  called  me  from  Cordoba  Sunday  to  see  how  things 
were  here  and  said  there  are  more  than  60  enrolled.  He 
was  very  happy  with  the  spirit  and  especially  pleased  to 
have  the  help  of  Frederich  Huegal  (author  of  Bone  of 
His  Bone,  Calvary's  Wondrous  Cross,  and  others).  He 
is  a  missionary  of  the  Disciples'  group  who  has  spent  the 
last  35  years  or  so  in  Mexico.  He  visited  Argentina  for 
a  series  of  conferences  in  1951  and  was  so  well  received 
that  he  is  now  back  to  be  here  until  June.  We  were  most 
fortunate  to  have  made  his  acquaintance  then.  When  he 
arrived  this  time  and  his  schedule  called  for  two  weeks 
in  Cordoba,  he  offered  immediately  to  give  some  day-time 
classes  in  our  camp.  He  has  a  wonderful  message  and  is 


a  real  spiritual   help  to  those  who  recognize   their  need 
for  a  closer  walk  with  the  Lord. 

Rob  will  be  back  about  a  week  and  then  with  the  fam- 
ily we  will  go  to  the  Mennonite  Family  Camp  in  Bragado. 
Rob  and  I  each  have  a  class  and  Reverend  Huegal  is  also 
on  the  program  there.  That  will  be  about  a  week. 

The  newly-purchased  property 

Just  before  Christmas,  Rob  was  able  to  get  two  rooms 
painted  in  the  old  house  on  the  recently-purchased  prop- 
erty, and  we  had  our  first  meeting  there  in  the  front 
room  on  December  18.  The  house  is  old  and  was  much 
in  need  of  cleaning  and  repair  work,  but  those  two  rooms 
are  serving  for  our  meetings  and  for  Rob's  study  tem- 
porarily, until  final  plans  can  get  under  way.  Another 
room  is  occupied  by  Don  Juan  Iztueta,  who  is  looking 
after  the  place  and  substituting  in  the  meetings  during 
Rob's  absence. 

Much  of  the  rubbish  is  getting  cleared  away,  and  all 
are  convinced  that  the  old  place  was  really  a  buy.  Al- 
though it  will  take  a  good  bit  of  remodeling,  it  looks  as 
though  most  of  the  building  will  be  usable,  and  for  this 
we  are  very  happy,  as  it  will  cut  costs  quite  a  bit  and 
give  us  a  substantial  place.  It  has  basement  and  an  attic, 
which  may  even  prove  usable. 

For  the  children's  Christmas  program  and  party  (for 
children  and  their  mothers),  we  had  41  present,  and  then 
the  young  people  had  about  25  for  their  Christmas  meet- 
ing a  few  days  later.  Several  times  the  room  had  been 
full  and  people  were  in  the  hall.  But  at  least  we  have 
much  better  ventilation  and  it  is  ^  little  bigger  than  our 
living  room  was. 

It  was  a  real  blessing  to  be  able  to  have  the  meetings 
there  during  David's  illness,  for  I  never  would  have  got- 
ten ready  for  them  at  home.  Since  the  property  is  just 
around  the  block  from  where  we  now  live,  Rob  has  been 
able  to  spend  a  good  bit  of  his  time  there.  There  is  a 
large  plot  of  ground  in  the  back  with  a  garden,  an  old 
workshop,  and  a  chicken  yard.  On  Rob's  last  trip  he  bought 
a  dozen  young  chickens.  We've  had  tomatoes  and  corn  and 
grape  jam  from  the  grape  arbor  last  week. 

All  this  is  what  we  call  the  "yappa" — the  extra  that 
is  thrown  in  or  the  "baker's  dozen."  We've  all  been  re- 
marking that  God's  "yappa"  is  always  big.  In  the  attic 
there  was  quite  a  lot  of  old,  but  very  good,  furniture- 
wardrobes,  cupboards,  shelves,  mirrors,  and  many  odds 
and  ends.  Already  a  number  of  things  have  been  painted 
up  and  put  into  use.  There  was  even  a  good  bed  and  box 
spring  mattress  for  Don  Juan's  room.  The  verse — "unto 
Him  who  is  able  to  do  exceedingly  abundantly  above  all 
that  we  ask  or  THINK.  ,  ."  keeps  coming  to  mind.  The 
land  alone  is  worth  the  price,  and  the  location  is  one  of 
the  very  best  in  Nunez.  We  are  humbled  and  we  are  ex- 
ceedingly grateful.  Thank  you  all  for  your  prayers.  The 
work  ahead  will  be  big,  but  He  is  able. 

.Sincerely   yours    in    Him, 

Jane  Byler. 
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Cheswick,  Penna.,  Brethren  Group 
Holds  Initial  Meeting 


New  group  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Pennsylvania  District  Mission     Board 
and  the  District  Board  of  Evangelists 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  BOARD  of  Evangelists  and 
the  District  Mission  Board,  have  been  surveying  the 
Cheswick,  Pennsylvania  area,  vi^ith  the  possibility  of  start- 
ing a  new  Brethren  church  as  their  objective.  In  January, 
1956,  Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman,  Wayne  Heights,  Penna., 
Rev.  Horace  Huse,  Meyersdale,  Penna.,  Rev.  W.  B.  Brant, 
Vinco,  Penna.,  and  Rev.  Ralph  Mills,  Pittsburgh,  Penna., 
visited  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  McGeary,  1321 
Linden  Street,  Cheswick,  Penna.  As  a  result  of  this  meet- 
ing. Rev.  Brant  and  Rev.  Mills  were  instructed  to  guide 
future  efforts  in  the  area. 

On  Thursday  evening,  January  25,  1956,  a  group  of 
thirteen  Brethren  and  friends  gathered  in  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGeary  for  the  purpose  of  prayer-study 
and  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  starting  a  Brethren 
church  in  the  community.  Rev.  Mills  opened  the  meet- 
ing with  prayer  which  was  followed  by  a  hymn,  led  by 
Mr.  Jacob  Mackall,  member  of  the  Vinco,  Penna.  church. 
Rev.  Mills  led  the  prayer  circle  and  then  introduced  Rev. 
Brant  who  led  the  Bible  study  which  was  taken  from 
Philemon.  After  Bible  study  Rev.  Brant  gave  the  closing 
prayer. 

A  short  business  meeting  was  held.  It  was  decided  that 
the  future  meetings  would  take  place  once  each  month. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Simmermon  made  the  motion  that  the  last  Fri- 
day of  each  month  be  set  aside  as  our  meeting  date. 
Mr.  William  Kline  seconded  the  motion.  Therefore,  the 
next  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McGeary,  Friday,  February  24,  1956,  at  eight  o'clock. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mrs.  Melba  Simmermon  that  Mrs. 
Martha  McGeary  be  nominated  for  Secretary-Treasurer  of 


the  group.  It  was  seconded  and  unanimously  agreed  upon 
that  Mrs.  McGeary  be  made  Secretary-Treasurer.  A  nice 
offering  was  taken  at  this  time.  Rev.  Brant  closed  the 
business  meeting  with  a  prayer.  A  short  social  time  was 
enjoyed  by  all  before  returning  to  their  respective  homes. 
The  following  persons  attended  the  first  meeting: 

Rev.  Ralph  Mills,  Pittsburgh,  Penna. 

Rev.  W.  B.  Brant,  Vinco,  Penna. 

Mr.  Jacob  Mackall,  Vinco,  Penna. 

Mr.  Clyde  Garland,  Pittsburgh,  Penna. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Simmermon,  Arnold,  Penna. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Kline,  Cheswick,  Penna. 

Mrs.  John  Beerworth,  Springdale,  Penna. 

Mi's.  William  Anderson,  Cheswick,  Penna. 

Martha  McGeary,  Cheswick,  Penna. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  McGeary,  Cheswick,  Penna. 

Glenn  E.  McGeary,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGeary,  is  a 
pre-seminary  student  at  Ashland  College.  Prayers  of  the 
many  readers  of  the  Evangelist  will  be  greatly  appre- 
ciated for  the  success  of  this  newly  organized  group. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Martha  H.  McGeary,  Secy.-Treas. 


(There  is  a  fine  group  of  Brethren  in  the  Cheswick 
area.  The  Pennsylvania  Brethren,  through  the  District 
Mission  Board  and  Board  of  Evangelists  is  sponsoring 
the  establishing  of  a  new  Brethren  work  in  the  area. 
Cheswick  is  located  northeast  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl- 
vania.—W.  S.  B.) 


FEBRUARY  IS 
BENEVOLENT   OFFERING   MONTH 
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CARLETON,   NEBRASKA 

After  sixteen  months  at  Carleton  we  feel  that  ample 
time  and  progress  call  for  a  second  report  to  our  Breth- 
ren throughout  the  denomination. 

As  many  of  you  know  and  as  our  first  report  last  year 
stated  that  we  came  here  the  latter  part  of  September  in 
1954.  We  were  very  happy  to  be  in  the  service  of  the 
Lord  and  were  quite  sure  the  Lord  had  led  us  to  this 
field.  At  the  same  time  we  were  somewhat  shaky;  I,  as 
the  pastor,  had  had  very  little  education  (we  had  taken 
the  church  only  until  we  could  see  our  way  back  to  school) 
and  no  experience  of  this  kind  before.  The  experience 
brought  us  nearer  to  the  Lord  and  since,  we  have  come 
to  realize  our  need  of  relying  upon  Him,  and  as  time 
goes  by  we  feel  He  is  revealing  to  us  the  need  of  more 
education.  We  feel  more  helpless  in  ourself,  yet,  He 
seems  to  be  always  opening  the  way  and  lightening  the 
burden. 

When  we  first  came  here  the  Sunday  morning  service 
was  the  only  service  in  which  we  conducted  for  a  month 
or  so.  Since  our  ai'rival  we  have  reorganized  the  Breth- 
ren Youth  Crusaders,  started  a  Signal  Lights  group,  hold 
Thursday  evening  prayer  meeetings  and  Bible  study; 
also  Sunday  School  Board  meetings  and  started  Sunday 
night  services.  We  are  one  of  the  very,  very  few  churches 
that  have  evening  services  in  the  entire  county. 

When  we  took  our  first  look  at  the  situation  here  we 
doubted  very  much  if  there  could  be  many  unite  with 
the  church  for  at  least  a  couple  of  years.  Many  of  the 
young  people  had  just  recently  joined  under  the  fine  work 
of  the  Shannons.  In  case  some  of  you  don't  know,  the 
population  here  is  a  little  different  than  it  is  back  east. 
This  little  town  is  populated  with  approximately  250  peo- 
ple. In  town  we  have  three  churches  and  one  just  a  short 
distance  away  in  the  country.  The  people  as  a  whole  are 
church  going  people  and  since  people  do  not  come  and  go 
like  they  do  in  the  east  the  chance  of  making  your  church 
grow  in  number  is  very  slim.  Putting  it  all  into  one  state- 
ment there  just  did  not  seem  to  be  anyone  that  we 
might  reach.  But  we  were  wrong.  The  work  of  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Thomas  in  his  revival  here  gave  us  the  first  encour- 
agement. Through  his  work  we  were  all  strengthened  and 
two  souls  were  saved  and  added  to  the  church;  also  two 
rededications.  The  statistics  to  date  are  as  follows:  eight 
have  been  baptized  but  never  joined  the  church  (one  fam- 
ily of  five  wished  to  attend  and  do  but  never  joined  the 
church — another  family  of  three  did  the  same).  We  hope 
that  some  or  all  will  join  us  later.  We  have  also  had  five 
to  be  baptized  and  join  the  church.  One  other  boy  ac- 
cepted Christ  in  our  services  but  has  not  yet  been  bap- 
tized or  joined  the  church.  We  would  like  you  to  please 


notice  that  out  of  the  fourteen  first-time  decisions  eight 
were  children  under  the  age  of  twelve.  Each  Sunday  we 
include  in  our  worship  hour  an  object  lesson,  flannelgraph 
lesson  or  a  Bible  story  for  the  children  and  we  feel  this 
has  possibly  been  the  result  of  some  of  the  decisions. 

We  also  feel  happy  to  have  part  in  seeing  five  find 
Christ  at  camp  and  23  rededicate  their  lives  during  our 
vesper  services.  At  Falls  City  this  last  spring  we  heldi  a 
revival  as  District  Evangelist  and  was  happy  to  see  one 
girl   find   Christ  and   three   unite    with   the   church. 

But  let  us  not  fill  our  balloon  full  of  air  lest  some- 
one deflates  it.  We  have  our  woes.  Upon  our  arrival  here 
we  found  that  many  had  been  completely  wiped  out  with 
a  terrible  hail  storm.  The  Ambassador  Quartet  could  vouch 
for  its  destruction — they  saw  it.  One  of  our  members  had 
to  scoop  the  hail  out  of  his  kitchen  with  a  scoop  shovel. 
This  made  things  pretty  tough  going  financially  for  the 
Brethren  here  at  Carleton.  This  year  the  drouth  has  been 
grievous.  The  people  in  the  east  were  talking  of  drouth 
when  we  were  at  General  Conference  but  they  do  not 
know  what  a  drouth  is  until  they  see  what  happened  here. 
Except  for  the  farmers  thdt  have  ir'rigation,  the  crops 
in  the  fields  were  almost  unrecognizable.  A  second  year 
with  many  farmers  a  complete  failure!  Again  this  winter 
the  moisture  has  been  so  little  that  even  with  the  usual 
spring  rains  a  good  crop  is  doubtful  due  to  lack  of  sub- 
soil moisture.  Brethren  we  need  your  prayers.  It  is  a 
serious  thing  here. 

Let  us  forget  about  the  crops  and  look  at  another 
gloomy  picture.  We  have  just  lost  our  high  school.  This 
is  another  thing  that  isn't  given  much  thought  elsewhere. 
Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  what  the.  closing  of  a  school 
means  ?  Where  the  child's  interest  is  is  where  the  parent's 
interest  is.  Do  people  want  to  move  into  a  town  with  no 
school?  No!  Do  people  want  to  move  out  of  town  with 
no  school?  Yes;  they  do  and  they  are.  Again  Brethren 
we  need  your  prayers. 

We  rejoice  that  where  there  is  tribulation  Satan  is 
hinted,  and  v/here  he  hangs  around  there  is  something 
important  going  on.  For  that  we  feel  that  the  Lord  is 
going  to  undertake.  Yes,  we  have  troubles,  but  we  also 
have  Him.  Pray  for  us  and  the  Brethren  here  (for  there 
are  some  faithful  ones  here)  that  this  church  might  carry 
on  His  work.  •  '    .  . 

-■  Claude   Stogsdill,   Pastor.' 


REVIVAL  MEETING  AT  NORTH  MANCHESTER 

On  February  5th,  the  North  Manchester  Brethren 
Church  closed  its  two-week  revival  and  evangelistic  meet- 
ing— and  what  a  glorious  two  weeks  it  was!  Many  of  the 
brethren  here  had  been  looking  forward  to  this  meeting 
for  several  months,  and  many  others  had  been  working 
toward  its  success  for  several  months  also.  The  Board 
of  Deacons  of  the  church  had  planned  and  carried  out 
an  intensive  and  extensive  visitation  campaign  in  con- 
nection with  this  series  of  services — and  their  efforts 
were  not  in  vain;  as  was  also  true  concerning  their  ef- 
forts in  publicizing  the  meeting.  Despite  two  snowfalls 
of  five  and  three  inches,  the  attendances  were  quite  en- 
couraging— and  especially  encouraging  was  the  regularity 
and  faithfulness  with  which  a  good  many  of  these  folks 
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attended.  Each  evening  found  a  number  of  folks  with  us 
from  other  churches  in  the  city,  and  their  comments  of 
appreciation  for  the  services  were  most  rewarding.  We 
were  also  well  blessed  with  delegations  from  other  Breth- 
ren churches  in  the  area  including  the  Roann  Church,  the 
Warsaw  Church,  and  the  Dutchtown  Church,  and  the  Col- 
lege Corner  Church — each  with  their  ministers. 

This  was  strictly  a  "local-talent"  meeting.  The  song 
services  were  led  by  our  good  brother  "Bud"  Hunter,  the 
chairman  of  our  Board  of  Deacons.  When,  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  second  week,  it  was  necessary  for  "Bud"  to 
go  out  of  the  state  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  another  of  our 
capable  deacons.  Brother  Frank  Robert  Conrad,  took  up 
the  reins.  The  congregational  singing  was  of  the  highest 
caliber,  and  added  much  to  the  spirit  of  the  services.  At 
no  time  did  the  services  suffer  for  lack  of  special  music! 
Each  evening  different  members  of  our  youth  organ- 
izations brought  us  numbers  on  various  instruments — 
accordion,  piano,  baritone  horn,  trombone,  clarinet,  violin, 
and  others.  Also  each  evening  we  had  at  least  one  special 
vocal  number,  and  on  most  evenings  two  and  sometimes 
three  such  numbers.  The  writer,  the  pastor  of  the  church, 
brought  the  messages  each  evening. 

Our  purpose  in  holding  this  two  week  meeting  was  two- 
fold: First  to  strive  to  win  the  unsaved  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ;  and  secondly,  to  "revive"  the  present  members  of 
the  congregation. 

This  writer  has  believed  and  has  preached  for  some 
time  that  if  we  could  get  all  of  the  church  people  now  in 
our  congregations  revived  it  wouldn't  be  necessary  to  have 


special  evangelistic  periods — for  the  Christian  people 
would  be  active  in  soul-winning  every  day  of  the  year.  As 
we  look  back  over  the  results  of  the  two  weeks  we  feel 
that  the  Lord  certainly  gave  us  some  degree  of  success 
in  both  of  our  endeavors.  Seven  folks  came  forward  to 
make  the  good  confession  for  the  first  time — seven  were 
baptised  on  the  closing  day  of  the  services.  Two  others 
were  received  into  the  church  by  letter — both  having  pre- 
viously been  baptised  by  trine  immersion.  Nine  adults, 
several  of  them  being  Sunday  School  teachers,  also  came 
forward  when  the  invitation  was  extended,  to  rededicate 
and  reconsecrate  their  lives  to  the  Lord  Jesus.  This  clos- 
ing service  of  dedication  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
many  of  those  gathered  at  the  church  that  night.  Other 
results,  which  cannot  be  counted,  were  also  forthcoming 
as  an  outgrowth  of  these  services.  Many  of  the  brethren 
told  the  pastor  that  they  would  never  be  the  same  after 
having  witnessed  and  felt  the  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
during  these  two  weeks. 

We  look  for  a  real  deepening  of  the  spiritual  lives  of 
a  number  of  the  men  and  women  here,  and  we  know 
that  the  prayer  life  of  many  of  them  has  been  strength- 
ened through  the  working  of  the  Spirit.  Our  fervent 
prayer  is  that  this  enthusiasm  and  spiritual  deepening 
might  not  quickly  disappear,  but  rather  that  in  the  months 
and  the  years  which  are  ahead  that  they  might  grow  and 
might  result  in  even  greater  ingatherings  for  the  King- 
dom of  God.  Brethren,  toward  this  end  we  ask  your  united 
prayers. 

Henry  Bates — Pastor,  Evangelist. 
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it  is  eulogized  on  your  screen.  Anticipate  their  coming, 
and  turn  dowiv  your  set  even  changing  to  another  chan- 
nel during  station  breaks.  (We  realize  this  presents  a 
problem  when  you  are  settled  deeply  in  your  easy  chair. 
Children  are  quick  to  catch  on,  and  a  little  instruction 
can  make  them  willing  servants  for  this  little  trick.  Where 
tried,  it  works.) 

We  have  limited  our  comment  this  week  to  two  most 
important  factors  relating  to  our  rising  liquor  consump- 
tion, which  is  a  direct  danger  to  your  young  people.  We 
believe  the  Television  is  a  major  contributing  cause  be- 
cause it  brings  the  drinking  evils,  less  moral  teaching 
against  them,  right  into  the  heart  of  your  home.  Every 
beer  ad,  every  drinking  scene  on  your  Television  screen 
is  a  direct  challenge  to  parents. 

It's  from  across  the  sea,  but  a  recent  news  note  from 
England  says  that  Britains  are  drinking  an  average  of 
140  points  of  beer  in  1955.  This  was  three  pints  more 
per  person  than  in  1954.  The  Brewer's  Society,  respon- 
sible for  the  announcement,  "surmises  that  TV-watching 
increased  imbibing  at  home." 

The  Devil  is  having  pretty  smooth  sailing  via  elec- 
tronics into  your  home.  Every  safe-guard  of  family  unity, 


prayer,  Bible  Study,  church  attendance,  and  alcohol  edu- 
cation must  be  used,  and  is  well  worth  its  cost. 

(In  the  third  in  this  series,  we  will  deal  with  addition- 
al factors  which  we  feel  are  adding  to  our  already  diffi- 
cult problem.— W.  S.  B.) 

This       V       That 

By  the  Editor 

ABOUT  RECEIVING  YOUR 
EVANGELISTS 

A  few  weeks  ago  we  printed  some  comment  on  the  de- 
lay in  the  delivery  of  Evangelists  to  many  Indiana  sub- 
scribers. We  trust  that  the  situation  has  improved  for 
you  good  Indiana  brethren.  An  interesting  bit  of  com- 
ment comes  from  Brother  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  a  former  Indiana 
pastor,  now  at  Manteca,  California.  Brother  Gilmer  says, 
"The  Evangelist  often  arrives  here  on  Monday,  not  later 
than  Tuesday.  That  is  much  better  than  at  Huntington." 

If  there  was  any  place  where  this  Editor  thought  there 
might  be  several  extra  days  needed  to  deliver  the  paper, 
it  would  be  the  Pacific  coast,  but  according  to  the  com- 
ment, six  days  gets  it  from  "here  to  there." 

If  anyone  of  you  Indiana  Brethren  have  taken  the  mat- 
ter up  with  your  post  office,  and  have  noted  improved 
delivery,  we  would  appreciate  knowing  about  it.  We're 
sure  the  Postal  Department  is  as  interested  in  finding  the 
"bottleneck"  as  all  of  us  are. 
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j  DAYTON,  OHIO.  HILLCREST  BRETHREN.  A  hand 
I  painted  picture  of  Christ  in  Gethsemane  has  been  placed 
iin  the  vestibule  of  Hillcrest  Brethren's  new  Educational 
j  Building  in  memory  of  Adam  F.  Hawker,  by  Mrs.  Clara 
i  Hawker  and  family. 

New,  wall-to-wall  carpet  was  recently  placed  in  the 
dining  room,  living  room,  sun  room,  stairs  and  upstairs 
hall  of  the  parsonage. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  The  Missionary  Film,  "Bar- 
riers Broken"  was  shown  the  evening  of  January  29th. 

Under  the  direction  of  Jerome  Fleischer,  of  the  Amer- 
ican Association  for  Jewish  Evangelism,  a  sound-color 
film,  "Three  Minutes  to  Twelve"  was  shown  the  evening 
of  February  5th. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Brother  Rob- 
ert Keplinger  reports  the  reception  of  two  new  members, 
by  letter,  recently. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Smithville  Brethren  was  the 
scheduled  host  church  for  the  Wayne  County  Christian 
Endeavor  Banquet  on  February  13th. 

The  Smithville  Brethren  conducted  a  special  service  in 
the  men's  dorm  at  the  Wayne  County  Home  the  after- 
noon of  January  29th.  Brother  Robert  Hoffman  brought 
the  message,  and  music  was  given  by  members  of  the 
Sisterhood,  which  group  also  attended  the  service. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  William  Fells,  who  has  been  recovering 
from  a  broken  leg,  has  now  been  released  from  the  Doc- 
tor's care.  Brother  Fells  is  able  to  perform  his  pastoral 
duties  as  well  as  ever,  and  he  is  appreciative  of  the  many 
prayers  which  have  been  offered  in  his  behalf. 

Brother  Fells  informs  the  Editor  that  the  contractors 
are  finished  with  their  work  on  the  new  class  rooms,  and 
that  the  rooms  are  soon  to  be  put  to  use. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Baptismal  servi- 
ces, followed  by  the  service  of  laying  on  of  hands  and  re- 
ception into  church  membership,  were  held  on  February 
5th. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Rev.  Russell  Snyder,  of  Hunting- 
ton, Indiana,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Muncie  church  the 
evening  of  January  22nd. 

AKRON,  INDIANA.  The  film,  "The  Difference,"  was 
shown  the  evening  of  February  5th,  as  a  part  of  the  spe- 
cial emphasis  on  "Youth  Sunday." 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Baptismal  services  were  held  the 
evening  of  February  12th, 

The  Goshen  church  was  scheduled  to  be  host  to  the 
Northern  Indiana  Youth  Rally  the  evening  of  February 
16th. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  A  Special  night  for  Sunday 
School  workers,  with  the  Church  Board  of  Education  as 
hosts,  was  held  Wednesday  evening,  February  8th. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  H.  Francis  Berkshire 
notes  the  beginning  of  two  new  B.  Y.  C.  groups  on  Feb- 
ruary 5th.  Junior  B.  Y.   C.  for  all  those  in  1st  through 


6th  grades,  and  Intermediate  B.  Y.  C.  for  7th  and  8th 
graders.  These  new  groups,  with  the  regular  Sr.  B.  Y.  C, 
now  gives  Lanark  three  youth  groups  meeting  regularly 
on  Sunday  evenings. 

The  Senior  Sisterhood  presented  the  worship  service 
the  morning  of  February  12th. 

Brother  Berkshire  notes  that  at  the  close  of  each  month 
the  record  attendance  for  that  month  will  be  posted  on  the 
attendance  board.  Record  for  January  was  207. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  February  12th  was  observed  as 
W.  M.  S.  Day,  with  the  Morning  Worship  under  the  So- 
ciety's leadership.  Mi-s.  Zatha  Weems,  of  Cedar  Falls,  was 
the  speaker. 

FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA.  The  improvement  of  a 
basement  room  in  the  parsonage  for  a  Church  recreation 
room,  a  project  of  the  laymen,  is  nearing  completion. 

CARLETON,  NEBRASKA.  The  Carleton  Boy  Scouts 
and  their  leaders  attended  services  in  the  Carleton  Breth- 
ren Church,  in  a  body  on  Sunday,  February  5th. 

The  Carleton  Church  was  the  scheduled  meeting  place 
for  the  annual  World's  Day  of  Prayer  Service  on  Febru- 
ary 17th. 

CHEYENNE,  WYOMING.  A  card  to  the  Editor  from 
Brother  Frank  W.  Garber  notes  that  he  planned  to  enter 
DePaul  Hospital,  in  Cheyenne,  the  latter  part  of  Janu- 
ary, for  major  surgery.  At  this  writing,  we  have  not 
heard  how  he  is  getting  along,  but  we  are  urging  the 
Brotherhood  to  remember  Brother  Garber  in  prayer.  "The 
effectual,  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth 
much." 

MANTECA,  CALIF.  Brother  C.  Y.  Gilmer  has  an- 
nounced a  meeting  of  all  Laymen  of  the  Northern  Cali- 
fornia District  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  District  Lay- 
men's Organization.  The  meeting  was  scheduled  for  the 
Manteca  Church  the  evening  of  February  17th,  beginning 
with  a  Banquet  at  6:30,  followed  with  a  program  at  7:30. 
The  Conference  Committee  is  L.  A.  Schmeidt,  John  H. 
Frey,  Steven  Hill,  and  C.  Y.  Gilmer.    ■ 

(We  are  sorry  that  the  announcement  of  this  very  spe- 
cial meeting  did  not  reach  us  in  time  to  include  in  an 
earlier  issue  of  the  Evangelist;  we  are  glad  to  give  rec- 
ognition in  this  way  to  this  forward  step  by  the  Cali- 
fornia Brethren.  Ed.) 

SPECIAL.  A  note  from  Chap  (1  Lt)  E.  J.  Beekley, 
who  is  now  stationed  in  Korea,  will  prove  of  interest  to 
the  Brotherhood. 

Brother  Beekley,  who  recently  completed  32  months  as 
Chaplain  at  Sampson  Air  Force  Base,  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  left 
January  6th  for  Korea,  and  plans  to  return  to  the  States 
before  Christmas. 

Brother  Beekley  writes,  "We  have  a  fine  base  here 
and  about  1000  men.  I  have  a  good  choir  and  organist 
and  choir  director,  and  my  service  is  broadcast  every 
Sunday  for  the  benefit  of  the  base  and  local  missionaries. 
I  have  choir  rehearsal  Thursday  night,  Bible  Study  Fri- 
day night,  Sunday  night  service  and  morning  devotions 
at  7:45  every  morning,  so  I'm  pretty  busy,  which  is  all 
right  with  me." 

Brother  Beekley 's  family  is  resident  in  Sarasota,  Flor- 
ida, where  they  are  active  in  the  work  of  our  new  Church 
in  that  city. 
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THAT  BLESSED  HOPE 

We  stood,  gi'ouped  together  and  gazed  upon  high 
As  the  meteorites  sparkled  and  raced  'cross  the  sky — 
And  I  thought  of  the  marvelous  creative  power 
Of  the  hand  that  upholds   us  hour  by  hour — 
Then  I  thought  how  He  gave  up  His  glory  on  high, 
To  come  down  to  this  earth  to  suffer  and  die — 
To  victoriously  rise  from  the  grave,  with  all  power 
To  ascend  back  to  Heaven,  where  He  waits  for  the  hour 
When  He  shall  come  again  in  the  clouds  of  the  sky. 
And  all  His  redeemed  ones  shall  meet  Him  on  high — 
Then  I  thought  how  His  followers  asked  Him  while  here, 
When  that  time  would  come,  when  He  should  appear? 
"No  man  knoweth,"  said   He — "the  day,  nor  the   hour, 
Not  even  the  angels,  only  the  Father"  hath  power 
To  reveal  unto  us,  that  day  and  that  hour — 
These  thoughts  filled  my  mind,  as  I  still  watched  the  sky 
Where  the  meteorites  blazed  their  glory  on  high — 
And   I   thought — there   must  be   rejoicing   in  Heaven   to- 
night, 
Else — why   this   demonstration   revealed   to   our   sight  ? 
Perhaps  God  has  spoken  the  word  to  His  Son 
Saying — "Soon  is  the  time,  My  will  shall  be  done." 
Perhaps  He  revealed  the  day  and  the  hour, 
When  all   things   on  earth  shall  submit  to   His   power — 
"The  Bride   is  now  ready" — the   angels   would  sing. 
Oh,  how  'round  the  Throne  the  glad  anthems  would  ring! 
As  the  meteorites  dashed  through    the    realms    of    vast 

space. 
It  seemed  I  could  almost  behold  His  dear  face — 
My  lips  formed  a  prayer,  as  I  gazed  once  again, 
"Even  so,  come  quickly.  Lord  Jesus — Amen." 

—Mrs.  Will  C.  Phinney. 

THE  PHENOMENAL  DISPLAY  of  meteorites  in  the 
sky  reminded  the  poetess  of  her  belief  in  the  sec- 
ond coming  of  Christ  as  based  on  His  own  personal  tes- 
timony of  His  coming  again  (John  14:1-3;  Matt.  16:27). 
She  probably  remembered  the  testimony  of  the  Heavenly 
messengers  whose  predictions  have  never  failed  to  come 
to  pass  (Acts  1:11).  There  is  also  the  testimony  given  by 
every  New  Testament  writer  (1  Thess.  4:16;  Heb.  9:28). 
And  many  of  the  Old  Testament  writers  testified  to  the 
same  (Dan.  7:13;  Zech.  14).  There  are  1845  texts  in  the 
Bible  upon  this  subject.  Three  hundred  and  eighteen  of 
these  are  in  the  New  Testament,  which  is  an  average  of 
every  22nd  verse.  So  we  have  an  abundance  of  the  Word 
of  God  as  a  basis  of  faith  on  the  great  subject  of 
Christ's  return  (Rom.  10:17). 

The  poetess  believes  that  Christ's  second  coming  will 
be  personal  (Matt.  24:30;  Mark  13:36;  1  Thess  4:16).  It 
will  be  a  bodily  coming  (Acts  1:11;  Luke  24:50;  John 
14:3).  It  will  be  a  visible  coming  (Luke  21:27;  1  John 
3:2;   Rev.   1:7).   It  will   be    sudden     (Matt.    24:27;    Luke 
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17:23,  24;  1  Thess.  4:16).  It  will  be  most  unexpected 
(Matt.  24:27-39,  42-44).  We  may  not  understand  all  about 
the  "how"  of  His  coming,  but  we  can  be  living  daily  in 
readiness  for  His  blessed  appearing  (1  John  3:3). 

The  Lord  is  coming  the  second  time  to  receive  His 
Church  (1  Thess.  4:16,  17;  Heb.  9:28),  to  usher  in  a  new 
age  (Acts  3:20,  21;  Matt.  25:31),  to  take  His  power  and 
reign  (Luke  1:32-33;  19:11-15),  to  establish  His  king- 
dom (Dan.  7:13;  2  Tim.  4:1;  Rev.  11:15),  to  bring 
"peace  on  earth"  (Psalm  72;  Rev.  20,  21,  22).  When  Christ 
was  here  the  first  time  He  was  the  best  Friend  mankind 
ever  had,  which  was  only  a  token  of  what  He  will  do  the 
second  time. 

He  is  to  come  when  not  expected  (Matt.  24:26),  when 
Bible  signs  appear  (Matt.  24:32-39).  When  the  Church 
is  completed  (Acts  15:14-16),  when  Gentile  Times  are 
ended  (Luke  21:24-27),  when  "as  it  was"  days  are  here 
(Matt.  24:37-39). 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.   Anderson 


Lesson  for  February  26,  1956 

TEACHINGS  ON  STEWARDSHIP 

Lesson:    Luke   19:12-26 

A  STEWARD  IS  A  MAN  entrusted  with  responsibil- 
ity. He,  therefore,  is  under  obligation  to  his  mas- 
ter to  fulfill  his  duties  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  In  this 
sense  the  Christian  is  God's  steward.  Into  his  hands  has 
been  placed  the  solemn  responsibility  and  obligation  to 
fulfill  his  task  in  life — the  task  which  God  has  assigned 
him.  This  requires  faithfulness,  honesty,  and  unreserved 
obedience  on  the  part  of  the  steward. 

In  order  to  stress  the  necessity  of  being  a  good  stew- 
ard, Jesus  gave  the  Parable  of  the  Pounds.  There  was, 
however,  another  purpose  for  delivering  this  parable — 
"because  they  thought  that  the  kingdom  of  God  should 
immediately  appear"  (Luke  19:11). 

"He  said,  therefore,  A  cei'tain  nobleman  went  into  a 
far  country  to  receive  for  himself  a  kingdom,  and  to  re- 
turn." The  nobleman  is  Christ  Himself.  He  dwelt  among 
men  for  three  and  a  half  years,  manifesting  a  spotless 
life.  He  then  made  clear  to  His  disciples  that  He  musti 
needs  go  away  for  a  short  time. 

Notice  that  the  emphasis  of  the  parable  is  not  upon 
His  going  away,  but  His  returning.  With  all  that  is  men- 
tioned in  God's  Word  about  the  Second  Coming  of  Christ, 
is  it  not  strange  that  so  little  is  said  about  it  in  our 
churches  today?  Jesus  said  very  emphatically:  "I  go  to 
prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  ...  I  will  come 
again"  (John  14:2-3).  Very  few  people  have  the  audacity 
to  doubt  His  going — but,  alas,  how  many  there  are  who 
all  too  readily  doubt  His  coming  again! 

Before  leaving  on  his  journey,  the  nobleman  delivered 
a  charge  to  his  followers:  "Occupy  till  I  come."  Williams 
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translates  this:  "Do  business"  till  I  come.  Emphatic  and 
clear  is  the  command.  There  is  no  reason  for  misunder- 
ktanding  nor  disobeying  his  words.  They  were  to  be  busy 
|in  his  service! 

!  At  his  return  the  nobleman's  first  task  was  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  his  stewards.  How  had  they  per- 
formed ? 

They  all  appeared  before  him.  The  faithful  were  com- 
mended and  rewarded.  The  lazy  and  indifferent  were  sore- 
ly reprimanded,  and  their  unfaithfulness  condemned. 

I  The  application  of  such  a  parable  is  obvious  to  all  who 
'would  know.  The  Son  of  God  has  returned  to  heaven 
from  whence  He  came.  But  He  is  coming  again — SOON! 
When  He  returns  He  will  requii-e  an  accounting  from  all 
His   stewards.   The    Scriptures   plainly   declare:  "For  we 


(Christians)  must  all  appear  before  the  judgment-bar  of 
Christ,  that  each  may  get  his  pay  for  what  he  has  done, 
whether  it  be  good  or  bad"  (Wms.  II  Cor.  5:10). 

When  that  day  shall  come,  and  we  His  children  are 
required  to  stand  before  our  Saviour,  what  will  we  have 
to  show  for  our  service  here  upon  earth  ? 

"Must  I  go,  and  empty-handed. 
Thus  my  dear  Redeemer  meet? 
Not  one  day  of  service  give  Him, 
Lay  no  trophy  at  His  feet? 

Must  I  go,  and  empty-handed? 

Must  I  meet  my  Saviour  so  ? 

Not  one  soul  with  which  to  greet  Him: 

Must  I  empty-handed  go?" 


June  4,  1875 — Jcanuary  11,   1956 

FRANKLIN  BRUCE  YODER  died  at  the  family  home 
in  Temple  City,  California  (near  Los  Angeles)  on  Janu- 
ary 11,  1956,  at  the  age  of  80  years,  7  months  and  7 
days.  He  was  born  June  4,  1875  at  Wooster,  Ohio.  He  was 
the  son  of  Brother  Eli  Yoder,  and  a  brother  of  the  late 
Charles  F.  Yoder,  veteran  Brethren  Missionary.  Charles 
preceded  him  in  death  by  11  months.  Brother  Yoder  leaves 
to  mourn  his  departure,  his  wife,  Grace  Moomaw  Yoder, 
two  daughters,  Mrs.  Robert  (Ruth)  Moses,  of  Temple 
City,  Mrs.  H.  Victor  (Sara)  Neher,  of  Pasadena,  Califor- 
nia, at  the  present  in  India  with  her  husband  doing  re- 
search work  in  the  field  of  cosmic  rays;  and  a  son  Rob- 
ert M.  Yoder,  px'esently  of  El  Paso,  Texas.  There  are 
nine  grandchildren.  Three  brothers  also  survive,  Blaine 
Yoder,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  Amos  Yoder  and  Lester  Yoder,  of 
Falls  City,  Neb.  Three  sisters,  Mrs.  Jacob  Warren,  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri,  Mrs.  Nelson  Schock,  Morrill,  Kans.,  and 
Miss  May  Yoder,  of  Morrill,  also  survive. 

Frank  Yoder  graduated  from  Ashland  College  in  1901. 
He  was  married  to  Grace  Moomaw  in  1903.  He  was  or- 
dained to  the  Eldership  in  the  Brethren  Church  and 
served  as  pastor  of  our  South  Bend,  Indiana  Church.  As 
the  result  of  a  severe  typhoid  fever  attack,  his  health 
suffered  very  materially,  and  upon  the  advice  of  his 
physician,  he  gave  up  the  active  ministry,  and  took  up 
farming.  For  a  time  he  lectured  on  scientific  agriculture 
at  Purdue  University,  Indiana.  He  also  supervised  and 
operated  experimental  farms  in  Iowa  for  Wallace's  Farm- 
er Publishing  Company.  The  well-known  Henry  A.  Wal- 
lace, as  a  college  boy,  worked  on  the  Yoder  farm  dur- 
ing his  summer  vacations. 


In  1920  Frank  moved  with  his  family  to  California, 
primarily  for  the  sake  of  his  health.  He  retired  from  all 
active  work  in  1928.  Until  recently,  he  and  his  wife,  his 
son  Robert  and  wife,  held  their  membership  in  the  Man- 
teca,  California,  Brethren  Church.  During  my  acquaint- 
ance with  him,  I  found  him  a  Christian  of  devotion,  and 
loyalty  to  the  Word  of  God,  self-sacrificing  and  willing 
to  serve  in  any  capacity  within  his  ability. 

The  immediate  cause  of  Brother  Yoder's  death  was 
Coronary  Thrombosis.  Frank  was  a  member  of  the  Breth- 
ren Beran  Band  of  the  Northern  California  Brethren  Con- 
ference, and  he,  with  Mrs.  Yoder,  were  liberal  supporters 
of  the  organization,  and  took  active  part  in  teaching  and 
counselling  in  several  camps. 

He  was  laid  away  in  beautiful  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
after  the  funeral  services  in  Temple  City,  conducted  by 
the  writer,  assisted  by  Rev.  N.  W.  Jennings,  of  Pasadena, 
California.    "Good-bye,    Frank    'till    the   morning    comes." 

J.  Wesley  Piatt,  1230  E.  Yosemite  Ave., 
Manteca,  California. 


T  OFTEN  THINK  of  the  little  boy  I  saw  sitting  outside 

the  walls  of  Versailles.  He  was  holding  a  little  sparrow 
with  a  broken  wing.  A  kindly  lady  came  along  and  she 
asked,  "Sonny,  would  you  like  me  to  take  this  sparrow 
home  and  nurse  it  back  to  health  ?  I  promise  I  will  bring 
it  back  to  these  gardens  when  it  is  healed  and  let  it  fly 
free  again." 

The  little  boy  thought  for  a  moment.  Then  he  said, 
"If  you  don't  mind.  Madam,  I  will  take  care  of  the  bird 
myself."  He  paused  momentarily  and  added,  "Because, 
you  see,  I  understand  this  bird." 

The  woman  could  not  quite  get  what  that  boy  meant 
until  he  stood  up.  Then  she  saw  his  left  leg  was  in  a  cast. 
Because  he  was  crippled,  he  understood  the  suffering 
bird's  problem. 

The  God  whom  I  know  became  incarnate  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  came  into  the  world  to  learn  what  problems  I  must 
face  in  life,  so  that  He  can  match  the  strength  I  may  need 
in  order  to  face  those  problems  triumphantly.  That  is 
why,  when  I  walk  with  Him,  I  can  have  such  confidence.— 
Reuben  K.  Youngdahl,  in  The  Secret  of  Greatness  (F'lem- 
ing  H.  Revell  Co.). 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 

THOUGHTS   ON   PLANNING 

RECENTLY  some  things  have  been  running  through 
my  mind  about  the  way  in  which  most  churches 
handle  the  matter  of  planning  for  their  youth.  When  we 
mention  the  word  planning  we  sometimes  wonder  what  the 
youth  worker  thinks  about,  what  is  his  interpretation  of 
the  word,  what  are  his  ideas  concerning  good  planning. 
It  has  been  my  experieince  that  any  type  of  committee 
or  board  meets  to  select  someone  from  that  group  who 
will  have  to  take  the  burden  of  the  work,  make  future 
contacts,  bear  the  blame  for  mistakes,  be  responsible  for 
all  phases  of  carrying  out  of  the  "plans"  that  were  made 
at  the  meeting.  The  chief  idea  in  the  mind  of  each  is  to 
escape  as  much  responsibility  as  is  possible  by  quickly 
nominating  someone  else  to  the  "honorable  office,"  then 
proceeding  with  the  business  of  piling  the  work  onto  him. 

A  FALSE  CONCEPTION 

THIS  IS  NOT  PLANNING!  IT  IS  SCHEMING!  Don't 
you  be  caught  doing  it.  It  is  strange  to  me  the  way  in 
which  committees  and  boards  feel  the  responsibility  of 
"planning"  a  "sei-vice"  for  their  youth  or  their  church 
on  a  night  when  nothing  else  will  interfere — thus  taking 
away  the  only  night  for  family  life  the  poor  members 
up  to  this  moment  have  free! — and  then  proceed  to  set  the 
next  committee  meeting  on  a  random  date  and  time  that 
only  a  handful  of  members  can  possibly — or  cheerfully 
— be  present!  Planning  is  not  merely  a  matter  of  setting 
dates  and  times.  The  meeting  usually  ends  with  orders 
from  the  chairman  to  the  secretary  or  some  "selected" 
person  to  "carry  out"  the  details.  In  this  manner  every 
member  of  the  church  or  youth  group  dreads  the  time 
when  he  will  be  "elected"  to  any  position  of  responsibil- 
ity, and  when  he  is  he  joins  the  rest  in  scheming  his 
way  free  from  as  much  responsibility  as  possible.  Please 
tell  me,  How  can  we  expect  to  have  a  moving,  cheerful 
body  of  workers  at  this  rate?  People  just  don't  respond 
well  to  the  idea  of  being  "the  goat" — nor  should  they. 
Let  us  wise  up  on  some  of  these  things. 

WHAT   IS   "CHRISTIAN   SERVICE?" 

Part  of  the  difficulty  lies  in  the  fact  that  we  have  a 
false  conception  of  the  idea  of  service.  To  some  people  at- 
tending church  so  many  times  a  week  is  "service"  ren- 
dered to  God;  to  others  their  service  means  being  an  offi- 
cer in  the  church  or  Sunday  School;  some  feel  that  they 
serve  God  by  sitting  on  committees  and  boards.  May  we 
consider  a  brief  clarification  of  those  ideas,  please  ?  Does 
the  Church  exist  for  the  Church,  or  to  win  souls  and 
provide  spiritual  development  through  worship  and  Chris- 
tian teaching?  I  believe  you  would  agree  with  me  that  it 
is  the  latter.  True,  the  teacher  and  the  leader  of  certain 
phases  of  church  and  Sunday  School  work  are  rendering 
a  service  to  God.  But  more  specifically  it  is  for  the  edi- 
fication of  those  who  attend.  The  "service"  of  the  atten- 
dant is  not  rendered  here;  he  only  is  receiving  instruction 
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and  illumination  for  service  that  he  will  render  during 
the  time  he  is  away  from  church.  The  service  comes  in  all 
through  the  week;  worship  and  edification  come  on  Sun- 
days. 

Filling  up  the  calendar  is  not  necessarily  doing  service 
to  God.  It  proves  that  someone  is  busy.  But  he  may  even 
be  busy  retreating  from  true  service,  that  of  meeting  and 
bringing  sinners  to  the  Lord,  helping  the  poor,  visiting 
the  aged  and  sick,  etc.  In  my  opinion  the  less  the  calen- 
dar is  filled  with  activity,  the  greater  is  the  opportunity 
to  really  offer  true  service  to  God. 

USING  WISDOM  IN  HOLDING  MEETINGS 

Now  please  don't  misunderstand  me.  I  know  as  well  as 
the  next  person  that  it  takes  time  to  hold  committee  meet- 
ings. Someone  is  to  sit  on  those  committees.  The  thing 
that  I  am  chafing  about  is  this  "having  to"  sort  of  com- 
mittee meetings  and  attendance.  It's  all  in  the  way  we 
set  up  our  organization;  the  way  in  which  we  seek  to 
accomplish  true  service  to  God.  You  would  think  we  are 
attempting  to  slip  something  over  on  our  Heavenly  Father 
by  substitution.  The  Father's  "business"  is  not  just  being 
busy.  It  has  a  point  to  it,  a  method  and  means  of  accom- 
plishing an  end.  We  get  lost  in  the  means  and  seldom 
reach  the  end. 

I  would  suggest  that  we  take  care  in  the  setting  of 
committee  meetings.  It  is  a  bad  thing  to  hold  a  meeting 
after  a  wonderful  worship  service.  Don't  crowd  out  the 
thoughts  and  spirit  of  the  service  with  cares  and  debates 
about  lesser  things.  The  new  week  is  at  hand,  and  the. 
illumination  of  the  day  is  needed  for  strength  to  facei 
coming  responsibilities.  Better  to  hold  a  special  meeting  i 
some  other  time  than  on  the  Lord's  day,  a  day  of  rest. 
Recently,  after  putting  in  a  week  of  work,  three  nights 
until  after  10:30,  I  was  expected  to  attend  four  services 
on  Sunday  and  a  committee  meeting  until  9:45  P.  M. 
This  after  putting  in  a  week  of  work  with  a  religious 
organization!  And  if  someone  were  to  ask  me,  "Well,  now 
where  is  your  sense  of  responsibility?"  I  would  reply  byl 
saying,  "I've  been  using  it  all  week,  and  like  to  lay  it  I 
aside  for  worship  and  fellowship  on  the  Lord's  day!"' 
This  goes  for  many  others  I  know,  too.  If  others  felt  as 
I  did  they  only  wanted  to  get  the  meeting  over  with  so 
they  could  relax  and  meditate  on  the  things  of  the  day. 
Certainly,  I  would  not  say  we  made  any  plans.  I  am  not 
trying  to  point  out  any  particular  group.  I  only  suggest} 
that  I  have  experienced  what  I  know  many  of  you  havej 
experienced.  j 

This  is  the  reason  we  aren't  cheerful  and  eager  to  winj 
souls  to  Christ!  Even  a  committee  meeting  for  making! 
plans  should  be  done  in  a  relaxed  manner.  The  members  j 
of  the  committee  ought  to  be  made  to  feel  that  they  are! 
fellowshiping  as  they  make  plans.  Have  meetings  at  suit-i 
able  times,  perhaps  in  someone's  home;  serve  very  lighti 
refreshments.  Take  care  of  details  sufficiently  so  that  no, 
one  will  bear  all  of  the  burden.  Try  to  take  as  muchj 
dreadfulness  away  from  the  next  meeting  as  you  can  at' 
this  meeting.  Keep  the  committee  members  cheerful  and 
enthused  and  the  special  services  and  regular  meetings 
(fellowship)  will  go  under  their  own  steam.  When  th€ 
members  of  your  youth  group  catch  the  inspiration  anc 
cheerfulness,  then  others  will  want  to  join.  NEVEE! 
MAKE  CHRISTIANITY  A  RESPONSIBILITY!  It  is  i\ 
privilege!  i 


FEBRUARY  18,  1956 


PAGE    FIFTEEN 


nrhe   V\/ornen'5    roomer 

e'96^  e/Q6^  e/Q6^ 

by   Helen  Jordan 

A  MEDITATION  ON  SELF-INTROSPECTION 

Or 

AM  I?  and  DO  I? 

AM  I  GOD'S  BORN-AGAIN  CHILD?    And    as    such 
what  should  my  behavior  be?   Am  I  truly  putting 

"first  things"  first  ?  Am  I  living  each  day,  each  hour,  each 
minute,  as  they  were  my  last?  Our  Saviour  admonishes 
in  Matthew  6:23:  "But  seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  His  righteousness;"  then  giving  the  promise:  "and 
all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you." 

AM  I  READY  TO  MEET  MY  GOD  AND  SAVIOUR, 
should  He  come  right  now?  Am  I  walking  humbly  before 
God?  Am  I  humble  in  spirit,  or  do  I  suffer  with  a  bit  of 
exalted  ego,  commonly  termed  "I  think"  trouble?  Mat- 
thew 23:12  reads:  "And  whosoever  shall  exalt  himself 
shall  be  abased;  and  he  that  shall  humble  himself  shall 
be  exalted." 

AM  I  LIVING  A  CONSECRATED,  PURE,  DEVOUT 
AND  HOLY  CHRISTIAN  LIFE?  Matthew  5:8  reads: 
"The  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God."  Am  I  holy  in  conversa- 
tion? I  Peter  1:15  reads:  "But  as  He  which  hath  called 
you  is  holy,  so  be  ye  in  all  manner  of  conversation — be- 
cause it  is  written:  be  ye  holy,  for  I  am  holy."  Am  I 
careful  of  my  conversation?  Phil.  1:27  reads:  "Only  let 
your  conversation  be  as  it  becometh  the  Gospel  of  Christ." 
I  Tim.  4:12  reads:  "Let  no  man  despise  thy  youth;  but 
be  thou  an  example  of  believers,  in  word,  in  conversation, 
in  love,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in  purity." 

DO  I  JUDGE,  GOSSIP,  BREAK  CONFIDENCES,  over- 
looking my  own  faults  and  shortcomings?  Matthew  7:1 
reads:  "Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged."  Remembering 
a  rather  grotesque  caricature  of  a  head  with  huge  ears, 
bearing  the  caption,  "Dump  here."  When  listening  to 
someone  repeating  tales  or  happenings  about  someone 
else,  am  I  lending  an  ear  to  gossip?  Only  a  six-letter 
word,  but  the  heartbreak  it  can  cause!  Am  I  wearing  the 
sign,  "Dump  Here?"  Matthew  12:36  reads:  "But  I  say 
to  you  that  every  idle  word,  which  if  men  speak,  they 
shall  give  account  concerning  this  word  in  a  day  of 
trial"  (0.  G.). 

DO  I  CRITICIZE?  Which  brings  to  mind  this  story 
as  told  by  Dr.  J.  Timothy  Stone:  "A  man  went  into  a 
barber  shop,  and  as  the  barber  was  cutting  his  hair,  he 
began  criticizing  the  taxidermist  who  stuffed  an  owl 
standing  on  a  perch  in  the  window.  But  while  his  crude 
merriment  was  at  its  height  relative  to  the  poor  workman- 
ship of  the  taxidermist,  the  owl  jumped  down  from  his 
perch."  Yes;  the  owl  was  alive! 

AM  I  PRAYING  WITHOUT  CEASING?  In  the  spirit, 
and  the  understanding;  believing  and  knowing  that  God 
hears  and  answers.  John  15:7  reads:  "If  ye  abide  in  me, 
and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye  shall  ask  what  ye  will, 
and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you." 


DO  I  WITNESS  DAILY,  in  Jerusalem,  Judea,  Mary- 
land, Iowa,  or  wherever  I  may  be? 

AM  I  A  HINDRANCE,  OR  STUMBLING  BLOCK  to 
the  unsaved;  linking  arms  with  Mr.  World?  2  Cor.  6:17 
reads:  "Come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  separate, 
saith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing;  and  I 
will  receive  you." 

AM  I  FIRM  IN  THE  FAITH  "Once  for  all  delivered 
unto  the  Saints,"  or  am  I  being  "tossed  about  by  every 
wind  of  doctrine?"  Can  I  say:  "My  heart  is  fixed?" 

DO  I  LOVE  MY  NEIGHBOR  AS  MYSELF,  am  I  con- 
siderate, forgiving,  patient,  kind,  long-suffering,  forbear- 
ing? If  I  am  not,  and  do  not,  if  my  heart  is  not  fixed 
and  settled  on  Thee  and  with  Thee,  when  Thou  hast  given 
to  me  the  answers  in  Thy  Word,  then  dear  Saviour,  for- 
give me  when  I  pray.  And  for  Jesus'  sake,  lead  me. 

TO  LOVE,  more  ti-uly  as  Thou  dost  love, 

TO  LIVE,  humbly  and  trustfully,  as  Thou  didst  live; 

TO  LOOK  upward,  with  my  eyes  fixed  upon  Thee, 

THAT  I  MAY,  neither  stray  nor  fall; 

TO  PRAY,  each  day  with  increased  Faith; 

THAT  ALWAYS,  Thy  will,  never  mine, 

BE  DONE,  in  and  through  me. 

THIS  IS  my  earnest  prayer: 

TO  LOVE,  LIVE,  LOOK,  PRAY, 

MY  JESUS,  Saviour,  Redeemer,  Friend. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.  McCar+neysmi+h, 

Cumberland,  Maryland. 

(This  was  written  Sunday  Feb.  6th,  1955,  while  a  pa- 
tient for  four  months  in  Memorial  Hospital,  Cumberland, 
Maryland). 
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MORE  COMMENT  ABOUT 
OUR  QUARTERLIES 

"Please  send  one  dozen  additional  copies  of  the  Bible 
Class  Quarterly,  and  one-half  dozen  of  the  Youth  Quar- 
terly for  the  present  quarter." 

The  above  request  came  by  telephone  to  the  Editor  one 
evening  recently.  This,  from  a  Brethren  Sunday  School 
that  already  has  a  good  sized  order  with  us  for  our 
Brethren  Quarterlies,  yet  one  that  recognized  the  grow- 
ing needs  for  additional  literature.  Although  the  Quarter 
is  half  over,  this  Sunday  School  wanted  the  growing  needs 
of  their  Sunday  School  met  now,  rather  than  to  wait  for 
the  next  quarter. 

BY  THE  WAY.  Have  you  analyzed  and  studied  the 
present  needs  of  your  Sunday  School  for  Brethren  Sun- 
day School  Quarterlies  ?  Each  adult  attendant  should  have 
their  own  personal  copy  of  the  Bible  Class  Quarterly. 
You  should  have  extra  copies  for  visitors  and  for  poten- 
tial growth.  Each  Youth,  of  the  ages  covered  by  the  Youth 
Quarterly,  should  also  be  supplied  in  the  same  way  as 
for  Adults. 

Your  literature  investment  is  small  in  proportion  to  the 
other  operating  expenses  of  your  School.  Study  your  needs 
and  send  your  order  in  now  for  enough  Brethren  Quar- 
terlies to  meet  that  need.  W.  S.  B. 


Brethren  Historical  library 
Manchester  Colleg^e' 
;N,   Manchester,   Ind« 
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Set  New  Records  in  Your  VBS 
with  the 

CHAMPIONS 
CHRIST" 

PROGRAM 


In  this  year  of  Olympic  Games,  seize  the 
opportunity  to  train  spiritual  champions  for 
Christ  in  your  community. 

It's  ready  now:  the  1956  edition  of  the 
"complete-to-the-last-detail"  Vacation  Bible 
school  plan.  Brimful  of  proved  suggestions 
that  assure  success  in  conducting  a  VBS 
that  really  reaches  the  entire  family  for 
Christ. 

Besides  the  essentials  for  planning  your 
1956  program,  this  catalog  includes  a  com- 
plete description  of  ALL-BIBLE  Vacation 


School  materials  for  the  entire  family  — 
Nursery  through  Adult  departments.  You 
can  realize  more  resultful  spiritual  progress 
per  dollar  invested  in  ALL-BIBLE  Vacation 
School  materials  than  in  any  other  course, 
because  it  is  so  completely  planned  and 
integrated. 


Send 

for 

your 


descriptive  catalog,  now, 
and  follow  through  on  the 
planning  that  is  so  thor- 
oughly   prepared    for    you. 


REVIEW  THE  1956  ABVS  COURSE 

with  this  Introductory  Packet 

To  acquaint  you  and  your  staff  with  the  exciting  lesson  ma- 
terials for  1956,  this  packet  contains  teachers'  manu,  >s  and 
pupils'  worlcbooks  for  each  of  the  five  departments:  Nursery, 
Beginner,  Primary,  Junior,  and  Intermediate.  We  don't  forget 
the  Young  People  and  Adults,  for  a  list  of  contents  of  ma- 
terials for  these  groups  is  also  provided.  Included  in  this 
remarkable  offer  are  Handwork  Projects  for  Nursery  and 
Beginner  pupils,  VBS  button,  recruiter's  cap,  invitation  post- 
card, dodger,  doorknob  hanger  and  a  16  by  20  inch  four-color 
VBS  poster.  Retail  value,  $3.75  —  special  packet  price,  $2.95. 
Plus  a  free  copy  of  "Champions  for  Christ." 


YES!  Please  rush  me  a  free  copy  of 
the  1956  ABVS  Descriptive  Cat- 
olog,  "Champions  for  Christ." 

Enclosed,  please  find  $2.95  for  a 
complete  Introductory  Packet  of 
1956  ABVS  materials. 


Name- 


Add  ress- 
City 


Church  Position. 


Zone State. 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,  Ohio. 
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I  said  "Let  me  walk  in  the  fields." 
He  said:  "No,  walk  in  the  town." 

I  said:  "There  are  no  flowers  there." 
He  said :  "No  flowers,  but  a  crown." 

I  said:  "But  the  skies  are  black; 

There  is  nothing  but  noise  and  din." 
And  He  wept  as  He  sent  me  back — 

"There  is  more,"  He  said;  "There  is  sin." 

I  said:  "But  the  air  is  thick, 

And  fogs  are  veiling  the  sun." 
He  answered:  "Yet  souls  are  sick. 

And  souls  in  the  dark  undone!" 

I  said:  "I  shall  miss  the  light, 

And  friends  will  miss  me,  they  say." 

He  answered:  "Choose  tonight 
If  I  am  to  miss  you  or  they." 

I  pleaded  for  time  to  be  given. 

He  said:  "Is  it  hard  to  decide? 
It  will  not  seem  so  hard  in  heaven 

To  have  followed  the  steps  of  your  Guide." 

I  cast  one  look  at  the  fields, 

Then  set  my  face  to  the  town; 
He  said:  "My  child,  do  you  yield? 

Will  you  leave  the  flowers  for  the  crown?" 

Then  into  His  hand  went  mine; 

And  into  my  heart  came  He; 
And  I  walk  in  a  light  divine, 

The  path  I  had  feared  to  see. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


GATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  Brother  Hays  Logan,  has  moved 
to  Gatewood  w^here  he  has  assumed  charge  of  the  Gate- 
w^ood  Church. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. The  Boy  Scouts  and  their  leaders  worshipped  with 
the  Wayne  Heights  Brethren  the  morning  of  February 
12th. 

A  Church  fellowship,  complete  with  meal  and  pro- 
gram,   was    held    the    evening    of    February    23rd. 

The  S.  M.  M.  held  their  Public  Service  the  evening  of 
February  19th.  The  sound  film,  "The  African  Prince,"  was 
shown. 

BRUSH  VALLEY,  PENNA.  Brother  David  L.  Rambsel 
notes  that  a  new  mimeograph  machine  has  been  given 
to  the  Church  by  Miss  Bessie  Hooks  in  memory  of  her 
mother,   Mrs.   J.   Y.  Hooks. 

(Continued   on   Page   6) 

CONFERENCE  DATES 

Inquiries  are  coming  in  relative  to  District  and  General 
Conference  dates  for  the  summer  of  1956. 

Most  Districts  follow  the  pattern  of  a  year  ago,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Ohio  District,  which  has  moved  its 
conference  from  June  to  July. 

(Please  note  that  the  dates  for  the  Southeastern  Con- 
ference have  been  corrected.  Last  week  we  listed  the 
wrong  dates.  We  regret  the  error.) 

INDIANA  DISTRICT.  June  11th  through  14th,  at  Ship- 
shewana  Lake,  Indiana. 

SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT.  June  19th  through  21st, 
at  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va. 

OHIO  DISTRICT.  July  12th  through  15th  (Place  to  be 
announced). 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT.  July  16th  through  19th, 
at  Third  Brethren,  Johnstown,  Penna. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church  meets 
in  Ashland,  Ohio,  August  13th  through  19th. 


CANTON,  OHIO.  Trinity  Brethren.  Revival  Services- 
March  4-11 — Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Robert 
Keplinger,  Pastor. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— March  5-18— Rev. 
J.  D.  Hamel,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Alvin  H.  Grumbling,  Pas- 
tor. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— March 
5-18— Rev.  W.  E.  Thomas,  Evangelist;  Rev.  William  H. 
Anderson,  Pastor. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— Beginning  Feb- 
ruary  27th — Rev.   Thomas   A.    Shannon,   Pastor. 

DUTCHTOWN  BRETHREN  (Northeast  of  Warsaw, 
Indiana).  Revival  Services — March  5-18 — Rev.  Henry 
Bates,  Evangelist;    Rev.  George   Pontius,   Pastor. 

CERRO  GORDO,  ILLINOIS.  Revival  meetings— March 
5-14 — Rev.  H.  R.  Garland,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Kenneth 
Mock,  Pastor. 

FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA.  Revival  Services— Begin- 
ning March  11th.  Rev.  J.  Milton  Bovraian,  Pastor. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE!! 

The  Northern  Indiana  District  Laymen  will 
hold  their  regular  Quarterly  meeting  March  5, 
1956  at  the  Brethren  Church  in  Goshen,  Indiana. 
The  meeting  will  start  at  7  P.  M.  EASTERN 
STANDARD  time.  A  very  interesting  program 
has  been  planned  with  Dr.  Bender,  Professor  of 
the  Goshen  College  Seminary,  as  guest  speaker. 
His  subject  will  be  "Divine  Healing."  We  urge 
your  attendance  at  this  special  program. 

Please  send  your  reservations  to — 

Max  Bickel 
634  North  Main  St. 
Goshen,  Indiana. 

Richard  A.  Best 
Sec'y.  Treas. 
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Lent 


JT'S  HERE— THE  LENTEN  SEASON,  observed 
rigidly  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  more 
or  less  rigidly  by  many  Protestant  Churches,  and 
not  recognized  as  such  by  other  churches. 

The  word  "Lent"  comes  from  an  old  Anglo- 
Saxon  word  which  means  "the  season  of  length- 
ening of  days."  This,  of  course,  means  that  Lent 
occurs  in  the  Spring  of  the  year.  Lent,  when  first 
observed  as  a  religious  season,  covered  just  the 
few  days  preceding  Easter,  and  was  a  time  of 
special  instruction  for  baptismal  candidates.  Lent 
was  gradually  extended  in  length  until  it  encom- 
passed a  period  of  time  equal  to  the  number  of 
days  Jesus  spent  in  the  wilderness  being  tempted 
of  the  Devil.  In  the  forty  days  of  Lent  now  ob- 
served, Sundays  are  excluded  from  the  count  of 
days.  Lent  through  the  years,  became  more  uni- 
versal in  scope  and  meaning,  and  more  rigid  in 
its  discipline. 

The  Brethren  Church,  with  its  New  Testament 
creed,  has  never  made  voice  on  the  matter  of 
Lenten  observance.  In  fact,  until  recently,  and 
today  also,  many  have  not  given  any  emphasis 
to  this  pre-Easter  Lent  observance.  So  much  so, 
historically,  that,  in  some  cases  passively,  and  in 
others,  positively,  it  was  common  to  say  that 
"The  Brethren  Church  did  not  observe  Lent." 

Emphasizing  the  negative  approach  of  the 
Brethren,  and  the  hesitancy  of  the  Brethren  to 
embrace  Lenten  observance,  we  can  point  to  the 
fact  that  Lent  was  considered  too  ritualistic — 
that  it  approached  a  "works  for  salvation"  as- 
pect— that  penitence,  as  such,  should  be  a  year- 
around  heart  activity  and  not  just  confined  to  a 
40  day  period — and  that  the  things  of  self-denial 
during  Lent  were  of  a  material  or  temporal 
nature. 

This  Editor,  knowing  the  past  history  of  the 
Brethren  Church  toward  Lenten  observance,  has 
watched  the  trend  for  the  past  few  years.  While 
an  accurate  picture  is  not  available  because  we  do 


not  receive  weekly  bulletins  from  all  of  our 
churches,  yet  using  our  weekly  inflow  of  bulletins 
from  our  churches  as  a  typical  cross-section  of 
our  church  life,  we  feel  that  we  can  speak  author- 
itively.  More  than  just  a  few  of  our  churches  are 
actively  engaged  in  a  Lenten  program,  or  they 
participate  in  Union  Lenten  services,  or  Lent  is 
being  emphasized  in  one  way  or  another  in 
their  present  program.  Just  as  many  do  not  par- 
ticipate in  such  a  program,  or  at  least  do  not 
make  mention  thereof  through  their  bulletins. 
So,  it  appears,  that,  whether  to  participate,  or 
not,  while  not  violating  the  distinctive  doctrines, 
practices  and  ordinances  of  the  Brethren  Church, 
is  a  matter  of  local  and  personal  preference. 

It  seems  to  this  Editor  that  the  self-denial  and 
penitence  so  earnestly  desired  during  the  Lenten 
season  is  that  which,  of  the  Christian,  is  desired 
by  our  Lord  throughout  the  entire  year — not  only 
for  40  days  preceding  Easter.  On  the  other  hand, 
lessons  of  self-denial  and  penitence  learned  dur- 
ing this  period,  if  learned  well,  can  prove  valuable 
to  the  Christian  throughout  the  whole  year  as 
Christians  sincerely  desire  to  live  each  day  in 
Christ  and  for  Him. — W.  S.  B. 
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DURING  LENT,  we  are  visualizing  the  people 
who  were  in  the  community  of  the  Cross  at 
the  time  of  the  crucial  conflict,  we  are  empha- 
sizing how  little  we  differ  from  them. 

Last  week  we  preached  on,  "Decisions  of  Ene- 
mies" from  the  text,  "From  that  day  forth  they 
took  council  together  for  to  put  Him  to  death." 
Today  our  text  is  from  actions  of  Disciples,  Matt. 
26:56,  "THEN  ALL  THE  DISCIPLES  FORSOOK 
HIM,  AND  FLED." 

Today  I  am  asking  myself,  "Which  were  the 
worse  for  their  decision,  those  that  planned  to 
kill  Him  or  those  who  deliberated  to  flee,  stay 
away,  just  simply  indifferently  ignore  Him  and 
stay  away  from  His  House,  from  His  work  and 
His  people  as  though  it  all  meant,  NOTHING? 

Only  two  returned:  Peter,  blundering,  cursing, 
weeping  in  repentance,  returned.  John:  scared,  re- 
turned to  be  beside  the  Mother  of  Jesus  and  to 
receive  the  commission  to  care  for  her.  The  rest, 
forsook  Him  and  fled.  It  is  far  better  to  return 
and  blunder,  than  to  just  stay  away,  ignore,  for- 
get, and  leave  Him  there  to  suffer  in  shame  for 
their  sins.  Alone! 

Why  did  the  Disciples  react  this  way?  They 
probably  didn't  understand  Jesus  and  what  he 
had  been  trying  to  tell  them.  They  probably 
didn't  understand  Discipleship  and  the  way  they 
were  expected  to  react.  They  probably  FLED  for 
FEAR ! 

This  all  makes  interesting  History  but  it  is  far 
more  significant  when  we  realize  that  what  was 
true  of  Disciples  then  is  even  more  true  TODAY, 
after  years  of  teaching,  training  and  experience. 

L     THEY  DIDN'T  UNDERSTAND  JESUS 

Although  they  had  a  right  start,  were  baptized, 
confessed  their  sins  and  were  taken  into  the  inner 
circle,  they  were  proceeding  with  weak  knees. 
They  weren't  sure  enough  to  be  counted  on  when 


the  chips  were  down.  They  were  not  there  when 
they  were  most  needed  and  expected.  We  sing, 
"Jesus,  I  My  Cross  Have  Taken,"  but  it's  a  cross 
that  weather,  work,  headaches,  and  even  sleep  can 
conquer.  We  sing,  "Must  Jesus  bear  the  Cross 
Alone  and  all  the  World  go  Free?  No  there's  a 
Cross  for  everyone  and  there's  a  Cross  for  Me." 
Yet  Jesus  goes  on  much  of  the  time  bearing  it 
alone.  We'd  rather  be  part  of  the  world  that  goes 
free  than  to  have  to  undergo  the  least  hardship 
to  help  make  his  church  a  glorious,  victorious 
place  on  Sunday  morning.  The  words  seldom  get 
off  the  pages  of  the  Hymn  book,  as  far  as  we're 
conceraed. 

Jesus  called  the  Disciples  all  to  supper;  they 
all  came. 

Jesus  called  them  to  pray  with  him;  part  were 
there,  and  part  slept!  "Sleep  on,  the  hour  is 
here." 

Jesus  called  them  to  take  the  cross  and  follow 
him,  "Then,  all  the  Disciples  forsook  Him  and 
fled!" 

n.     THEY  DIDN'T  UNDERSTAND 
DISCIPLESHIP 

If  a  Social  Gospel,  Reform,  feeding  the  multi- 
tude, Social  Action  Committee,  etc.,  had  been  the 
aim  of  discipleship,  Jesus  would  not  have  per- 
mitted the  Cross !  I  am  sure  he  would  have  stayed 
and  led  the  crusade  or  headed  up  the  committee 
for  "cleaning  up." 

BUT  THE  CROSS,  that  purpose  was  a  differ- 
ent thing.  We  can  always  find  plenty  to  align 
ourselves  against.  But  he  was  determined  to  give 
a  positive,  super  sacrifice  on  the  cross  that  would 


(A  Sermon  delivered  in  The  Brethren  Church 
at  Tucson,  Arizona.) 
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surmount  all  social  action  in  a  supreme  effort  of 
positive  love  and  sacrifice  to  reach  right  down  to 
the  roots  of  all  trends  that  brought  on  evil.  The 
cross  he  asked  us  to  take  up  as  disciples  was  not 
a  cross  of  "attainment,"  not  cataloguing  of  sin 
and  virtues,  but  it  was  a  cross  of  "following" — 
to  whom  am  I  attached?  1  owe  it  all  to  "Jesus." 
Follow  me. 

I  CAN'T  HELP  BUT  RECALL— once  upon  a 
time,  with  short  announcement,  Vv^e  had  almost 
100  people  in  the  church  on  V/ednesday  night  "to 
eat  chili."  The  next  Wednesday  night  at  a  ser- 
vice that  was  announced  the  year  around,  we  had 
less  than  one-tenth  that  number  for  prayer  meet- 
ing and  Bible  Study.  I  am  not  against  eating  in 
the  church!  But  I  am  against  allowing  those  I 
love  to  place  food  before  "Faith."  I  was  always 
under  the  impression  that  every  one  in  the  church 
was  so  busy  on  Wednesday  night  that  they 
couldn't  possibly  get  away  for  prayer.  I 
thought  that  was  why  the  Wednesday  night 
service  was  small.  I  was  forgiving  them. 
But  alas  and  alack  ...  It  must  be  just  because 
we  serve  only  spiritual  food  for  the  soul  on  Wed- 
nesday night,  while  what  they  really  want  is 
material  food  for  the  belly. 

Jesus  said,  when  the  disciples  failed  in  the  gar- 
den of  prayer,  "What,  could  ye  not  watch  and 
pray  with  me  for  one  hour?" 

Got  a  letter  from  a  boy  of  our  Congregation 
who  has  been  traveling  with  the  Boys  Choir  for 
a  couple  of  months.  He  was  writing  from  the 
snow  bound  wonderland  in  Canada,  he  wanted  to 
know  two  things;  one,  "Will  I  be  home  in  time 
for  the  School  Pie  Social,"  and  second,  (and  this 
touched  my  heart  coming  from  an  11  year  old 
boy),  "Will  I  get  home  in  time  for  Spring  Com- 
munion?" He  was  one  of  the  first  of  my  members 
that  even  asked  or  was  concerned  when  or  "if" 
we  were  having  Spring  Communion.  Have  you 
thought  about  it?  Would  you  be  wondering  if 
you'd  get  there  if  you  were  traveling  in  Canada, 
afraid  you  might  not  get  home  in  time  for  Com- 
munion ? 

Warren  Anderson  of  Clyde,  California,  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  re- 
cently asking  him  if  he  wouldn't  see  to  putting  a 
fence  up  along  the  Government  canal  near  their 
home  ?  He  reminded  him  that  34  children  had  lost 
their  lives  in  that  canal  because  the  Government 
hadn't  cared  enough  to  protect  them.  Yes,  my 
friends,  that  was  a  heart  rending  letter.  It  made 


us  almost  cry   for   those   parents;   we   certainly 
prayed  for  their  lonely  hearts,  having  lost  Joe. 

Do  you  know  as  Disciples  of  Jesus  we  should 
be  building  some  fences  of  Faith  about  "our" 
boys  and  girls?  Some  of  these  days  they'll  be  go- 
ing down  the  Canal  of  "Wasted  Lives"  and  it  will 
be  our  fault ! 

What  kind  of  an  example  are  you?  Do  you 
take  your  children  faithfully  and  regularly  for 
training  in  God's  House  ?  Or — don't  you  even  send 
them  to  public  school  regularly?  Do  you  train 
your  children  and  lead  them  to  pray  with  sincer- 
ity? Or — don't  you  even  expect  them  to  say 
thank  you  to  friends  and  neighbors  for  being  good 
to  them?  Do  you  let  your  children  choose  the 
time  and  place  of  their  church?  Or — don't  you 
even  believe  in  telling  them  which  is  milk  and 
which  is  liquor  or  poison? 

DISCIPLESHIP  IS  CULTIVATION  OF  SAL- 
VATION.— To  cultivate  in  this  civilized  age,  there 
must  be  some  fences  to  guide  and  keep  out  some 
strays.  Fences  of  Faith  must  be  erected  by  reg- 
ular. Christian  habits  of  Sunday  School  Training, 
Prayer,  Worship  together.  Sacrifice  to  lead  our 
children  in  the  right  paths;  it  can't,  "just  hap- 
pen!" The  disciples  didn't  understand  Disciple- 
ship  ...  "I  wonder  if  some  of  us  do  Today?" 

in.     THE  DISCIPLES  FLED,  FOR  FEAR 

We're  living  amidst  some  discouraging  trends. 
We  do  not  have  active  WAR  and  SUFFERING, 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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CAMERON,  W.  VA.-QUIET  DELL,  PENNA.  Congrat- 
ulations are  in  order  for  Brother  and  Sister  Cecil  Bol- 
ton, Jr.,  on  the  arrival  of  Clara  Ann  Bolton,  8  lbs.  6  oz., 
on  February  8th,  in  Ohio  Valley  Hospital,  Wheeling,  W. 
Va. 

Sister  Bolton,  in  sending  us  the  announcement  of  Clara 
Ann's  arrival,  notes  also  that  Brother  Bolton  has  been 
very  ill  since  the  2nd  of  February  with  a  high  fever, 
diagnosed  as  a  possible  blood  stream  infection.  Let  us 
remember  Brother  Bolton  in  his  hour  of  sickness,  at  the 
throne   of   Grace   in   prayer  for   his   speedy   recovery. 

Bible  study  services  are  being  cared  for  by  Carl  Sands, 
and  arrangements  for  worship  services  are  also  being 
taken   care    of   on    the    Cameron-Quiet    Dell   circuit. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Youth  Sunday  is  scheduled 
for  February  26th  when  a  special  program  is  to  be  pre- 
sented. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Cash  Day  for  the  new  building  pro- 
gram, is  scheduled  for  March  4th,  with  a  goal  of  $2,000.00 
being  set. 

Rev.  Van  Dyke  of  Montpelier,  is  to  be  the  speaker  at 
the  Bryan  Brethren  Father  and  Son  banquet  on  March 
1st. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  February  26th  is  the  date  for 
the  Boys'  Brotherhood  Public  Program.  Rev.  Robert 
Bischof   will    show    pictures    of   Africa   at    this    service. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Trinity 
Brethren  was  host  to  the  Stark  County  Ashland  College 
Alumni  Association  at  a  banquet  and  program  the  eve- 
ning of   February   10th. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  The  W.  M.  S.  Mission  Study 
Book  Review  was  held  on  February  22nd. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Brother  R.  K.  Higgins  con- 
ducted devotions  at  the  Elkhart  County  Farmer's  Insti- 
tute, at  Pierre   Moran  Park  on   February  3rd. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  W.  M.  S.  Group  I  will  present 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Hunter,  Indiana  District  W.  M.  S.  President, 
as  the  speaker  for  their  Public  Service  on  March  4th. 

W.  M.  S.  Groups  I  and  II  are  scheduled  to  hold  a  joint 
meeting  on  February  29th  for  the  W.  M.  S.  Mission  Study 
Book  Review. 

A  play,  "Aunt  Fanny's  Miracle,"  will  be  presented 
the  evening  of  February  26th  by  W.  M.  S.  Group  II.  The 
offering  will  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  material  for 
baptismal  robes,  which  the  group  is  making  for  the 
church. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  "Youth-0-Gram," 
a  mimeographed  news  sheet  for  North  Manchester  Breth- 
ren's young  people  and  parents,  is  currently  being  printed 
by   Brother   Henry   Bates. 

The  proposed  plans  for  North  Manchester's  new  Sun- 
day School  addition  have  been  presented  to  the  congre- 
gation for  consideration. 

At  the  baptismal  service  on  February  5th,  seven  were 
baptised  and  received  into  the  church.  At  the  same  ser- 


vice, two  were  received  on  former  baptism.  Brother 
Bates  reports  also  that  nine  came  forward  for  rededica- 
tion  at  the  evening  service. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  The  Choir  of  the  Flora  Church  at- 
tended the  Revival  Services  at  Mexico,  the  evening  of 
February  12th,  at  which  time  they  furnished  special 
music  for  the  service. 

WABASH,  INDIANA.  COLLEGE  CORNER  BRETH- 
REN. The  Sisterhood  Public  Service  is  scheduled  for 
Sunday  morning,  February  26th.  Spsaker  is  Miss  Velma 
Ober,  of  Elkhart. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Baptismal  services  were  held  the 
evening  of  February  12th. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  A  special  program  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Sisterhood  girls  as  their  Public  Service 
the  evening  of  February  12th. 

MANTECA,  CALIFORNIA.  Brother  C.  Y.  Gilmer  notes 
that  Brother  Claud  Studebaker,  pastor  of  our  Loree,  In- 
diana, Church,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Manteca  Church 
on   February  12th. 


A  GOOD  INVESTMENT 

The  wealthy  Baron  de  Rothschild  once  posed 
as  a  beggar  in  the  studio  of  an  artist.  While  the 
artist,  Ary  Scheffer,  was  reproducing  the  likeness 
of  the  supposed  beggar,  a  friend  of  the  artist 
happened  into  the  studio.  So  perfectly  was  Roths- 
child disguised  that  the  visitor  thinking  him  to 
be  a  real  beggar,  gave  him  a  coin.  Without  a  word 
of  explanation,  the  pretended  beggar  put  the  coin 
in  his  pocket.  Ten  years  later  the  gentleman  who 
gave  the  coin  received  a  letter  from  Rothschild 
and  a  bank  order  for  10,000  francs.  The  letter 
carried  the  following  message:  "You  one  day  gave 
a  coin  to  the  Baron  de  Rothschild  in  the  studio  of 
Ary  Scheffer.  He  has  invested  it  and  today  sends 
you  the  capital  which  you  entrusted  to  him,  to- 
gether with  the  compounded  interest.  A  good 
action  always  brings  good  fortune,"  On  receipt 
of  the  letter  the  surprised  man  sought  out  the 
financier  who  proved  to  him  from  records  what 
he  said  was  true  and  that  under  his  management 
that  one  coin  had  grown  into  the  large  sum. 

A  beautiful  illustration  of  a  blessed  truth :  "He 
that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor  lendeth  unto  the 
Lord:  and  that  which  he  hath  given  will  He  pay 
him  again"  (Prov.  19:17)  said  the  writer  of  the 
Proverbs.  Jesus  said,  "Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren, 
ye  have  done  it  unto  me"  (Matt.  25:40).  How 
blessed  it  is  to  give  in  His  name  to  those  of  His 
brethren  who  are  in  need  and  to  send  the  Word 
of  Life  to  the  multitudes  without  the  gospel. — 
Sel. 
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News  and  Itinerary 

BOB  AND  BEA  have  been  getting  a  much-needed  rest 
since  their  return  home  a  few  weeks  ago.  They  are 
living  in  the  Missionary  Home  in  Ashland  and  enjoying 
its  comforts  tremendously.  They  have  mentioned  a  num- 
ber of  times  how  much  they  appreciate  the  fine  living 
quarters  provided  for  them. 

Now  they  are  becoming  eager  to  visit  our  churches 
and  share  their  news  and  enthusiasm  for  the  missionary 
work  in  Nigeria.  Bob  has  been  working  for  some  time — 
in  conjunction  with  the  office — arranging  an  itinerary. 
As  you  recall,  in  a  previous  issue  of  the  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist (January  14,  1956),  we  said,  "An  effort  will  be 
made  to  send  the  Bischofs  to  your  church,  if  you  have 
made  a  request  to  have  them."  Many  churches  have  writ- 
ten in,  requesting  that  they  visit  their  churches.  Bob  has 
been  arranging  for  these  visits  and  making  an  effort  to 
schedule  churches  in  one  area  together,  in  so  far  as  pos- 
sible. 

There  are  still  a  few  vacancies  on  their  schedule  which 
you  may  be  able  to  obtain;  however,  take  note  of  the 
following  dates;  if  you  cannot  have  them  in  your  church. 


perhaps  you   will   be   close   enough   to   visit   one    of    the 
churches  in  your  area  when  they  appear  there. 

The  following  is  their  schedule  for  March:   (April  will 
appear  later) 

March     4 — (Sunday)    Park    Street    Brethren    Church — 

Ashland 

March     5 — enroute  to  Indiana 

March     6 — open 

March     7  &  8 — New  Paris,  Indiana 

March  11- — Goshen,  Indiana 

March  12-15 — Elgin,      Illinois      (General      Brotherhood 

Board   meeting — probably) 

March  16-19 — Roann,   Indiana 

March  20 — travel  to  Pennsylvania 

March  21   &  22 — Second  Church  Johnstown 

March  23 — open 

March  25 — Johnstown     Second     A.     M.;     Parkhill     Ev. 

Johnstown  P.  M. 

March  26  &  27— open 

March  28-30— Vinco 

April     1 — Vinco 


(^K 


:30 


(Not  having  much  recent  information  from  their  church 
at  the  time  home  mission  publicity  was  put  out,  we  made 
little  mention  of  the  Cumberland  Church;  however,  we 
received  quite  a  comprehensive  report  from  them  in  a 
letter  from  the  pastor  since  that  time.  Portions  of  the 
letter   following    indicate   that    progress  is    being    made.) 

.  .  .  Although  nothing  of  a  phenomenal  nature  has 
transpired,  the  congregation  has  enjoyed  a  gradual, 
healthy  growth  in  both  interest,  attendance  and  member- 
ship. 

We  have  been  here  about  a  year  and  a  half,  during 
which  time  we  have  received  by  baptism  some  24  mem- 
bers (17-%%),  including  two  fine  young  ministers  and 
their  wives.  Each  of  these  men  are  now  occupying  pas- 
torates in  the  Brethren  Church.  In  addition  to  these,  the 
Congregation  has  extended  the  ministerial  call  to  another 
fine  young  man,  who  is  now  serving  as  our  moderator 
and  church  school  superintendent.  In  all  probability  he 
will  soon  enter  our  seminary.  Right  now  we  have  two 
fine  families  from  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  whom  we 
are  receiving  by  letter  next  Lord's  Day.  One  young  lady 
will  soon  be  baptized. 

We  have  organized  a  youth  church,  with  23  members; 
it  is  growing  steadily  in  attendance  and  interest.  A 
young  people's  organization  has  been  started  under  the 
name  of  the  "C.  F."  Club  (The  letters  "C.  F."  meaning 


"Christ  First,"  in  which  each  member  is  required  to 
pledge  himself  to  put  Christ  first  in  his  life.  We  have 
three  choirs:  the  regular  church  choir,  a  girls'  treble 
clef  choir,  and  the  Crusader's  choir,  composed  of  youth 
of  8  to  14  years  of  age.  In  each  Lord's  Day  evening 
service  our  youth  participate — one  reading  Scripture,  an- 
other offering  the  evening  prayer,  another  making  an- 
nouncements and  receiving  the  offering,  another  giving 
the  benediction.  The  pastor  in  this  arrangement  has  noth- 
ing to  do  except  deliver  the  sermon.  This  is  our  way  of 
preparing  our  youth  for  Christian  Service.  We  have  also 
organized  a  Junior  B.  Y.  C.  in  addition  to  other  organ- 
izations listed. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  relate  the  wonderful  response 
we  had  in  our  annual  Thanksgiving  service  on  November 
24.  (We  do  not  enter  into  union  services,  but  conduct 
our  own.)  The  general  theme  was,  "What  Have  I  To  Be 
Thankful  For?"  The  congx-egation  was  invited  to  offer 
a  testimony  in  response  to  the  theme.  Every  adult  and 
several  children  offered  a  testimony!  Such  a  service  is 
not  to  be  forgotten,  and  it  should  be  a  means  of  bring- 
ing many  blessings  to  the  participants. 

On  November  27  we  had  our  fall  communion  service 
with  56  participants.  This  is  not  a  large  number,  but  it 
is   one   third  of  the  active  membership. 

Most  sincerely, 

L.  O.  McCartneysmith,  Minister. 
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Conducted  by  Asliland  Tlieological  Seminary 


REVIEWING  THE  PASSING  SCENES 


M 


UGH  HAS  HAPPENED  at  the  Seminary  since  this 
column  last  went  to  press.  Several  parties  have 
been  held,  a  new  semester  has  begun,  a  new  projector 
and  screen  have  been  given  to  the  Seminary,  and  plans 
are  being  fulfilled  for  the  second  half  of  the  fiftieth  an- 
niversary celebration. 


Phil  and  Jean  Lersch  took  us  to  Europe  during  a  very 
interesting  and  entertaining  fellowship.  The  Lersch's 
were  overseas  last  summer  in  a  work  camp;  at  the  party 
they  helped  us  appreciate  their  experience  by  teaching 
us  games  of  many  nations.  During  the  evening,  Richard 
Kuns,  on  behalf  of  the  Men's  Gospel  Team,  presented  a 
SVE  Schoolmaster  slide  projector  and  a  60  x  60  screen 
which  will  be  used  in  a  specially  constructed  classroom. 
Dean  Flora  accepted  the  gift  on  behalf  of  the  Seminary. 

*     *     * 

At  a  more  recent  fellowship  the  "Sem  Wives  (wives  of 
students)     organization     held     the     annual     "sweethearts 


party"  to  which  the  husbands  were  invited.  Approxi- 
mately fifty  enjoyed  the  covered  dish  meal  and  the  eve- 
ning of  fun  and  seriousness.  Students  and  faculty  alike 
were  victims  and  victors  in  the  games.  Professor  Ronk 
closed  the  evening  with  a  brief  but  pointed  meditation. 

Dr.  Harold  Kuhn  of  Wilmore,  Kentucky,  will  be  the 
"Christian  Emphasis  Week"  speaker  this  year.  This  an- 
nual event  is  a  highlight  on  the  Ashland  campus.  Due 
to  illness  in  the  Kuhn  family,  his  coming  has  been  de- 
layed until  the  week  of  March  19th.  During  his  time  here 
he  will  speak  to  Seminary  and  pre-seminary  students  and 
will  be  available  for  private  counselling.  His  being  with 
our  group  will  be  a  high  point  in  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary. 

*  *  ;)! 

Still  later  in  the  anniversary  year,  Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingen- 
smith  will  bring  a  series  of  messages  on  the  theme  of 
evangelism.  We  look  forward  to  his  coming. 


DECISIONS  OF  DISCIPLES 

(Continued  from   Page   5) 


but  we  do  have  a  lot  of  worldly  indifference  and 
a  "Cold  War  on  Jesus."  For  fear  of  selfish  preser- 
vation, or  afraid  we'll  exert  ourselves  beyond  the 
Jones'  we're  developing  a  ghastly  indifference 
in  the  presence  of  our  friends,  the  world  and  our 
children, — "toward  Jesus." 

ONCE  AGAIN  I  have  been  driven  to  my  knees 
asking  God  to  "Give  me  Patience."  I  lose  patience 
with  my  very  friends;  not  for  detriment  to  them 
but  for  fear  they  are  losing  their  very  souls  in 
the  very  air  of,  "I  can  take  Christ  or  leave  Him," 
attitude.  So  many  things  are  needed  and  waiting 
to  be  done  by  His  Disciples  today  and  when  the 
moment  of  action,  the  high  period  of  sacrifice  ar- 
rives, all  Christ  can  do  is  look  about  and  wait! 
WAIT!  WAIT!  .  .  .  While  all  the  world  goes  on 
round  about. 

"God!  Give  me  Patience,  and  More,  God,  have 
greater  patience  with  those  I  love." 

During  the  war,  a  chaplain  stumbled  into  a 
gutted  and  wrecked   Cathedral.    Througii    great 


bomb  holes  the  early  sun's  rays  were  streaming. 
There  at  the  oi'gan,  a  soldier,  torn  and  battle 
scarred,  started  to  play  the  unharmed  organ. 
"Hear  My  Prayer"  then  "Nearer  My  God  to 
Thee"  on  and  on,  "Rock  of  Ages"  and  finally,  "In 
the  Cross  of  Christ  I  glory,  TOWER  O'ER  THE 
WRECKS  OF  TIME"— Towering  o'er  the  wrecks 
of  time.  That's  it.  Your  life  will  have  its  ups  and 
downs,  health  and  sickness,  riches  and  poverty, 
buying  and  selling,  wars  and  peace — but  don't  for- 
get my  dear  friends,  THIS  OLD  CROSS  WILL 
STILL  TOWER  O'ER  THE  WRECKS  OF  TIME 
AND  YOU'RE  GOING  TO  BE  GLAD  IT  DOES 
—if  you  do  not  fail  HIM  NOW  ...      > 

For  the  rest  of  the  Lenten  season,  instead  of 
Forsaking  Him  and  fleeing  in  other  directions, 
why  don't  you  make  your  DECISION  AS  A  DIS- 
CIPLE to  "COME  OUT  FOR  HIM"— We  must 
have  Faith,  Faith  must  stand  for  something! 
Your  Faith  is  being  weighed  in  the  balances.  Does 
the  Cross  mean  any  sacrifice  to  you  ...  or  isn't 
it  worth  sacrifice?  "The  Disciples  forsook  Him 
and  fled."  Have  you  been  absent?  Return,  and 
the  Lord  will  be  good  to  you! 

Tucson,  Arizona. 
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Young  Men's  and  Boys 
Brotherhood  Progran 

Percy  C.  Miller — Topic  Editor 
Month  of  March 


Topic:  Jesus  Teaches  Confidence  in  God. 

1.  Interpreting  the  Times — Luke  12:49-56. 

Jesus,  knowing-  the  hopes  of  the  Jews  of  that  time  for 
a  Messiah  who  would  bring  peace  and  prospei'ity  through 
the  overthrow  of  the  Roman  rule,  assured  the  people  that 
His  mission  was  not  to  accomplish  such  ends.  Rather, 
His  mission  was  to  create  divisions.  The  holy  against  the 
unholy.  The  truth  against  untruths.  The  righteous  against 
the  unrighteous.  These  divisions  would  know  no  boun- 
daries, for  truth  would  oppose  untruths  regardless  of  the 
individuals  concerned.  Even  those  of  close  relationship 
would  oppose   each  other  in  such  matters. 

Do  you  think  such  divisions  still  exist  in  our  society 
today?  Do  you  think  they  are  evident  in  the  daily  ex- 
periences of  almost  every  family? 


2.  The  Faith  We  Preach— Romans  10:8-13. 

Someone  has  said  that  faith  is  to  believe  on  the  Word 
of  God  what  we  do  not  see,  and  its  reward  is;  to  see  and 
enjoy  what  we  believe.  The  faith  we  preach  as  individ- 
uals is  the  faith  our  lives  reveal  through  our  everyday 
living.  Therefore,  how  effective  our  preaching  of  faith 
is  depends  entirely  upon  how  much  we  live  by  faith  in  all 
phases  of  our  lives  every  day.  We  are  told  that  whosoever 
shall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved. 
Without  faith,  such  promises  have  no  meaning  and, 
therefore,  no  significance  to  us. 

In  what  ways  do  we  show  our  faith  (or  lack  of  faith) 
in  our  everyday  life  ? 

3.  Strive  To  Enter— Luke  13:22-30. 

Jesus  said,  "Many  will  seek  to  enter,  and  shall  not  be 
able."  Why?  Because  they  want  the  spiritual  without 
sacrificing  the  temporal  or  physical  in  order  to  earn  such 
blessings.  Or,  in  other  words,  there  are  those  who  want 
salvation  but  will  not  live  for  Jesus  Christ.  We  must  re- 
member that  Paul  says  salvation  is  by  grace  and  is  the 
gift  of  God.  James  reminds  us  that  "faith  without  works 
is  dead."  If  we  want  the  joy  of  salvation  we  must  live 
our  lives  according  to   God's   Word. 

How  can  faith  and  works  both  be  necessary  to  salva- 
tion? 


LOST  CREEK,  KENTUCKY 

The  purpose  for  which  Riverside  was  founded  was  to 
reach  and  save  the  Lost.  When  this  does  not  occur  it 
brings  much  concern  to  the  management  of  the  work. 
For  some  time  now,  the  matter  of  conversions  was  al- 
most nothing  so  far  as  we  could  see.  Then  imagine  how 
grateful  and  thankful  we  were  when  converts  came  to 
the  Lord  for  salvation.  Since  our  last  report  in  the 
Evangelist  eleven  young  folks  have  come  out  for  the  Lord 
and  all  have  been  baptized.  Our  last  baptismal  service 
saw  seven  of  these  eleven  go  down  in  the  baptismal 
waters  for  that  sacred  rite.  We  now  have  a  baptistry 
in  our  chapel  here,  and  that  is  so  much  better  than  the 
uncertain  creek  waters.  All  these  eleven  folks  were  from 
the   school,    ten   of   them   boarding   students. 

We  still  have  unsaved  young  folks  in  the  school,  the 
upper  grades,  and  the  high  school.  May  we  ask  that  you 
join  us  in  pi'ayer  that  these  may  yet  be  saved?  We  here 
are  praying  for  that  to  come  to  pass. 

There  is  a  county  wide  revival  meeting  being  planned 
for  the  month  of  March.  A  very  remarkable  young  man 
is  engaged  for  the  speaking.  It  is  hoped  that  this  move- 


ment can  reach  many  of  the  unsaved,  who  for  the  last 
couple  of  years  seem  to  keep  away  from  the  revival 
meetings. 

Building  operations,  under  the  direction  of  Brother 
Dorman  Ronk  have  progressed  well.  Things  are  just  now 
held  up  for  want  of  the  roofing  needed.  Two  of  the 
Brethren  from  Pa.,  Daniel  L.  Forney  of  Avilla,  Pa.,  and 
"Abe"  A.  B.  Phillips,  Marianna,  Pa.  spent  a  week  in 
helping  on  the  building.  Their  presence  and  help  gave 
the  work  a  big  push,  and  we  all  enjoyed  their  fellowship 
so  much.  Come  again  Brethren,  your  help  has  meant  a 
great  deal  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  this  section. 

The  moi'ning  when  the  temporary  roof  was  being  nailed 
down,  one  of  the  local  men,  our  Church  Clerk,  Brother 
G.  W.  Watts,  fell  about  12  ft.  to  the  ground.  He  was  se- 
riously hurt,  but  was  taken  to  Lexington  the  same  day 
by  Brother  Ronk,  operated  on,  and  is  now  recovering 
very  nicely,  being  able  to  go  about  the  house  quite  eas- 
ily. PRAYER  HAS  DONE  MUCH  FOR  HIS  SPEEDY 
RECOVERY. 

This  section  has  had  another  peculiar  thing  never 
known  here  before.  The  foxes  in  the  mountains  somehow 
have  had  a  rabies  epidemic.  They  come  off  the  hills,  bite 
stock,  dogs,  cats,  etc.  About  twenty  folks  in  Breathitt 
County  alone  have  taken  the  rabies  treatment.  Here  we 
had  our  four  head  of  stock  vaccinated,  as  also  some  pets. 
It  seems  at  this  writing  to  be  coming  under  better  con- 
ti-ol.  But  for  awhile  folks  were  afraid  to  go  out  nights 
alone,  or  have  the  children  out  alone  day  time  or  night 
time. 

One  of  the  tragic  happenings  of  this  epidemic  was 
that  the  wife  of  the  brother  named  above,  Mrs.  Thelma 
Watts,  just  when  her  husband  was  needing  her  so  much, 
was  bitten  by  a  mad  dog  on  her  way  to  the  post  office. 
This  dog  had  contracted  the  disease  in   some  waJ^  The 
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first  day  she  had  to  have  three  "shots,"  then  one  a  day  for 
fourteen  days.  The  dog's  head  was  sent  to  Lexington, 
where  it  was  found  that  it  had  the  rabies.  A  nice  and 
good  thing  out  of  all  their  trials,  is  that  they  have  kept 
their  faith  in  God  intact.  We  praise  the  Lord  for  that, 
as  they  have  been  sorely  tried. 

We  do  know  that  prayer  is  the  mainstay  of  the  work. 
Without  it,  the  work  could  not  keep  going.  The  Lord 
seems  just  now  to  be  permitting  the  work  to  pass 
through  some  special  testings,  and  we  know  that  you  will 
pray  much  for  it,  THAT  ONLY  THE  WILL  OF  THE 
LORD  BE  DONE,  and  that  the  buildings  so  much  needed 
may  not  be  hindered  by  the  lack  of  money  for  their  erec- 
tion. Thank  you. 

G.  E.  Drushal. 


JONES  MILLS,  PENNSYLVANIA 

New  Hymn  Racks  were  placed  on  the  remaining  pews 
last  week.  This  was  a  project  of  the  Laymen  and  one  of 
the  Laymen  did  the  work. 

Deacon  Hays  K.  Logan,  one  of  our  members  who  has 
been  preaching  at  Kregar,  at  a  Community  church  which 
is  about  five  miles  from  Jones  Mills,  for  the  past  three 
years,  preached  a  farewell  message  for  us.  Many  friends 
and  relatives  came  for  this  special  service.  There  was  a 
large  number  present.  Brother  Logan  was  called  to  the 
Ministry  last  fall  after  preaching  several  years  and  now 
on  Tuesday,  February  7th,  he  and  his  good  wife  will 
move  to  Gatewood,  W.  Va.,  to  be  the  pastor  of  the  Breth- 
ren church  there.  May  the  Lord  greatly  bless  them  in 
this  new  field  of  service  for  their  Lord. 

Elmer  M.  Keck. 


CERRO  GORDO,  ILLINOIS 

A  number  of  events  will  take  place  at  Cerro  Gordo 
Brethren  Church  in  the  next  few  weeks.  On  February 
29th  and  March  1st  we  will  have  Dr.  Joe  Shultz  with  us 
for  a  Christian  Worker's  School.  Beginning  March  5th 
through  the  14th,  we  will  have  Rev.  H.  R.  Garland  with 
us  to  hold  an  Evangelistic  Campaign.  We  know  that  God 
is  going  to  bless  these  meetings.  We  have  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  Quartets  and  other  Special  Music  for  the  Cam- 
paign. Among  the  Highlights  of  the  Campaign,  we  will 
have  the  Mennonite  Chorus  from  Arthur  with  us;  also 
the  Salvation  Army  Band  and  Songsters  from  Decatur. 
We  ask  your  prayers  in  this  effort  to  win  Souls  for 
Christ. 
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every  week. 


MASON.  Edward  B.  Mason,  was  born  Feb.  1,  1865 
and  departed  this  life  Jan.  24,  1956.  Funeral  services 
conducted  by  the  Pastor  on  Jan.  27th  in  the  Weller-Won- 
derly  Funeral  Home,  Fremont,  Ohio.  Mr.  Mason  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Brethren  Church  since  1920.  His  daugh- 
ter is  an  active  member  in  the  Fremont  Brethren  Church, 
Fremont,   Ohio. 

Kenneth  Solomon,  Pastor. 

*  *     m 

DYMOND.  Irvin  G.  Dymond  of  Fremont,  was  born 
Jan.  11,  1901  and  departed  this  life  Feb.  2,  1956.  Funer- 
al service  conducted  by  the  undersigned  on  Feb.  6,  1956. 

Kenneth  Solomon,  Pastor. 

*  *     * 

NAUGLE.  Henry  Naugle,  born  Aug.  18,  1882  in  Paint 
Township,  now  Windber,  Penna.  Died  Jan.  26,  1956.  Sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  the  former  Jessie  Hoover.  A  son,  Mar- 
shall, preceded  him  iiij  death  on  May  28,  1928  at  the  age 
of  19  years.  Burial  in  Akron,  Ohio  on  January  30th. 

Mrs.   Jessie   Naugle. 

*  *     * 

EUBANKS.  Lional  A.  Eubanks  passed  away  Feb.  4, 
1956  at  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  Dayton,  Ohio,  follow- 
ing a  short  illness.  He  was  49  years  of  age.  Member  of 
the  West  Alexandria  Brethren  Church  and  served  as  Sun- 
day School  Superintendent.  He  was  trustee  of  the  Miami 
Valley  Brethren  Laymen's  Association.  He  was  President 
of  the  local  Laymen's  Group  and  teacher  of  the  Men's 
Bible  Class.  Survived  by  his  wife,  Mildred,  a  son,  three 
daughters,  and  a  granddaughter.  Services  conducted  in 
the  Brethren  Church  with  the  pastor.  Rev.  H.  R.  Garland 
in  charge,  assisted  by  a  former  pastor.  Rev.  Smith  F. 
Rose,  of  Howe,  Indiana.  Burial  in  Sugar  Grove  Cemetery. 

Betty  Jo  Goad,  Corr.  Sec. 


THERE  IS  SO  MUCH  TO  DO  and  so  little  time  in 
which  to  .do  it!  We  need  to  be  in  dead  earnest  about 
our  main  business  of  winning  the  world  for  Christ's  King- 
dom. 

A  man  engaged  in  conversation  a  Communist  who  had 
put  a  leaflet  in  his  hand.  He  advised  the  Communist,  "It 
is  no  use;  you  will  never  get  anywhere  doing  this.  At 
best  there  are  but  two  hundred  thousand  Communists  in 
America,  while  we  Christians  number  seventy-five  mil- 
lion." 

The  Communists  replied,  "Remember  Gideon's  band? 
They  had  only  three  hundred.  Members  of  my  party  are 
willing  to  live  on  the  barest  necessities  of  life.  Every 
dime  we  earn  above  and  beyond  our  simple  needs  we  turn 
back  to  our  cause;  we  believe  in  it  with  all  our  hearts." 
Then  he  went  on  to  say,  "We  are  goings  to  be  victorious, 
and,  if  you  want  to  know,  I  will  tell  you  why.  We  have  an 
unshakable  faith  in  our  cause.  We  are  even  willing  to  die 
for  it.  That  is  more  than  you  are  willing  to  do!"  Is  it? 
How  far  will  you  go  to  serve  your  cause  ? — Reuben  K. 
Youngdahl  in  The  Secret  of  Greatness  (Fleming  H.  Revell 
Co.). 
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Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 


IS  SUFFERING  PROPORTIONED  TO  SINNING? 

"Suppose  ye  that  these  Galileans  were  sinners  above  all 
Galileans,  because  they  suffered  such  things?"  Luke  13:2. 

SOMETIME,  SOME  WAY,  every  person  suffers.  It  is 
not  patent  at  all  times  vi^hy  God  permits  suffering, 
but  one  thing  sure — He  always  has  a  reason  for  permit- 
ting it.  Some  times  men  conclude  that  God  is  not  good 
because  suffering  comes  to  them.  But  the  coming  of  afflic- 
tion is  no  reason  to  question  God's  power,  or  to  attribute 
helplessness  to  Him  in  the  face  of  calamity,  and  suggest 
j  possible  indifference  to  Him  when  misfortune  comes  to  us. 
JNor  yet  should  we  attribute  suffering  to  being  the  result 
!of  sin  in  the  life  of  the  sufferer.  When  the  inquisitive, 
I  scheming  enemies  of  the  Lord  sought  to  catch  Him,  and 
i  questioned  Him  at  the  healing  of  the  man  born  blind  as 
I  to  the  cause  of  the  blind  man's  misfortune,  Christ  assured 
them  there   was   no   sin  on  the   part  of  the  man  or  his 

i  parents. 

I 

j     The  fate  of  the   Galileans  who  were  killed  while  they 

:  were  worshipping,  and  of  the  eighteen  on  whom  the  tower 

I  of  Siloam  fell,  stirred  superstitious  horror  on  the  part  of 

I  some  who  attempted  to  impute  to  these  victims  an  un- 

1  wonted  degree  of  criminality.  Jesus  definitely  implied  that 

their  suffering  was  not  necessarily  apportioned  according 

to  their  sinning. 

In   the    Sermon   on   the   Mount  Jesus   asserts   that   the 

'  Father  "maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  the  good, 

t  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust."  Matt. 

5:45.  From  the  Lord's  remarks  it  seems  that  there  is  a 

higher  realm  of  divine  action  in  which  moral  distinctions 

of  men  are  disregarded,  so  that  God's  dealings  may  be  so 

i  distributed  that  good  may  come  to  bad  men  and  evil  come 

to  good  men.  Jesus  may  have  thought  it  not  impossible 

I  that  some  of  the  good  men  of  Palestine  might  have  been 

'  victims  of  the  two  calamities  mentioned. 

^  A  comforting  truth  remains  for  all  who  suffer  from 
I  any  cause,  and  that  is  contained  in  these  words  of  Deu- 
■  teronomy  33:25  "...  as  thy  days,  so  shall  thy  strength 
i  be." 


*:>:>»  Our  Poefs  Corner  «  « 


WHERE  ARE  WE  GOING? 

We  hurry  down  Invention  Avenue, 
While  we  push  easy  buttons  on  the  wall. 
We  fashion  fierce  and  fiercer  tools  of  death- 
Do  these  merit  a  star  on  progress'  map? 


Are  we  not   shaken,   stunned- 
Has  conscience  flown? 
Left  only  violence? 


-and   rightly   so? 


Flasing  such  brilliance  of  efficiency. 

Shall  we  not  complement  this  power  with  prayer 

For    strength    to    follow    Him — our    Shield,   Our    Sight — 

To  tablelands  of  light? 

Annabelle  Merrifield. 

nnnaunannnnnnnDannaanannanaaanannnDanana 
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A  mechanic  was  called  to  repair  the  mechanism 
of  a  giant  telescope.  In  the  noon  hour  the  chief 
astronomer  came  on  the  man  reading  the  Bible. 
"What  good  do  you  expect  from  that?"  he  asked. 
"The  Bible  is  out-of-date.  Why,  you  don't  even 
know  who  wrote  it!" 

The  mechanic  puzzled  a  moment,  then  looked 
up:  "Don't  you  make  use  of  the  multiplication 
table  in  your  calculations?" 

"Certainly." 

"Do  you  know  who  wrote  it?" 

"Why,  no,  I  guess  I  don't." 

"Then  how  can  you  trust  the  multiplication  ta- 
ble when  you  don't  know  who  wrote  it?" 

"We  trust  it  because  .  .  .  well,  it  works,"  the  as- 
tronomer finished  testily. 

"Well,  I  trust  the  Bible  for  the  same  reason — 
it  just  works." — Sel. 


FEBRUARY  IS 
BENEVOLENT  OFFERING   MONTH 

0^ae  ^i&&iaU<^  Ion,  a.  uwU^^  cattie  f 


PAGE  TWELVE 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


TPrayer  ffleding 
Studies 


31/  6.  7.  ^ilnwr 


GOD'S  PRESENCE  IN  A  SURRENDERED  LIFE 

GOD'S  PRESENCE  IN  OUR  LIVES  is  conditioned 
upon  our  complete  surrender  to  Him  (Rom.  6:13).  We 
must  be  made  free  from  sin  before  we  can  have  God's 
life  and  fruitfulness  in  us  (Rom.  6:22).  Thei  gi'eat  secret 
of  blessedness  and  power  is  absolute  yieldedness  unto 
God  (Rom.  6:13b).  It  is  to  put  ourselves  at  God's  dis- 
posal (Gal.  2:20).  To  give  one's  self  to  God  as  His  prop- 
erty is  the  wisest  thing  one  can  do  with  himself  (Rom. 
12:1,  2). 

Absolute  surrender  will  give  knowledge  of  spiritual 
truth  (1  John  1:5;  John  7:17).  Only  those  whose  eye 
is  cleared  by  absolute  surrender  to  God  can  see  His  eter- 
nal verities  (Matt.  6:22,  23).  There  can  be  no  power  in 
prayer  without  a  surrendered  will  and  life  (1  John  3:22). 
John  sought  to  do  only  those  things  which  are  pleasing 
in  God's  sight.  There  can  be  no  prevailing  prayer  without 
a  surrendered  will  and  life  (Psalm  37:4).  Jesus  was  always 
heard  in  pi'ayer  (John  11:42).  This  was  because  He  always 
did  NOT  His  own  will  but  the  will  of  the  Father  (John 
4:34;   6:38;  Heb.  10:7). 

Another  result  of  a  surrendered  will  is  a  heart  over- 
flowing with  Joy  (John  15:10,  11).  There  is  no  joy  in  a 
half-hearted  Christian  life  (Matt.  6:24;  Rom.  7:18,  24).  A 
compromise  religion  is  very  uncomfortable  (Isaiah  28:20). 
Again,  a  surrender  of  self  to  Christ  will  bring  Christ  to 
us  (John  14:21). 

"O  Christ,  I   used  to   say,  'Help  me  come  to  Thee.' 
But  can  I  say  it  now,  when  Christ  hath  come  to  me  ? 
Dear  Presence   in  my  soul,  where   Thou  hast  found   Thy 

rest ! 
Why   seek    Thee     in    the    skies.     Who    dwellest    in    my 

breast?" 

The  fact  that  Christ  comes  to  us  now  is  an  assurance 
that  He  will  come  for  us  in  the  future  glad  day  (1  Thess. 
4:16).  He  manifests  Himself  unto  us  NOW  if  we  are 
fully  yielded  to  Him  (John  14:23).  And  when  we  see  Him 
we  are  glad  (John  20:20).  The  absolute  surrender  of  will 
and  life  is  the  secret  of  receiving  the  Holy  Ghost  (Acts 
5:32).  To  be  surrendered  is  to  be  within  His  will  and  to 
have  our  petitions  answered  (1  John  5:14,  15).  The  se- 
cret of  power  for  God  is  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  us  (Acts 
1:8),  and  the  secret  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  us  is  a 
yielded  will  and  life   (Rom.  6:13). 

That  reasonable  plan — 

How  any,  ANY  man 

(And  this  means  woman,  too) 

Might  reach  Him  and  be  sure: 

If  anyone  obeys   My  teaching,  he 

It  is  that  loves  Me.  And  for  loving  Me, 

My  Father  will  love  him,  that  together 


We  too,  will  come,  content  with  nothing  less, 
And  make   our  home   with  him. 
His  home!  Why,  then,  God  loves  my  homeliness! 
He   wants  to  come.   I   take  it  He'll  be  here. 
Not  just  on  stated  occasions,  when  I'm  dressed; 
Nor  tidy  for  the   afternoons.   He'll  know  me  best. 
And  be  most  near  me,  when  I  make  the  pies; 
On  days  the  sweep  comes;  when  the  baby  cries; 
When  every  room  wants  cleaning;  and  the  mending, 
The    patching   and   the    darning   seems   unending; 
When  all   my  nerves   are  frayed  to   finest  edges; 
And  when  the  children  seem  to  have  a  knack 
Of  scribbling  on  the   doors   and   window  ledges, 
Or  take  my  scissors   and  don't  bring  them  back. 

'Tis  then  I  need  a  Guide  for  hand  and  lip — 
The   GIFT   of  firm   yet  gracious   statesmanship. 
And  oh,  how  glad  I  am  He  did  not  say, — 
"The  promise   is  for  those  who   feel  Me   near." 
No,  'tis  for  those  who  honestly  obey 
And  honour  Him  ...  So  with  my  heart  I  will. 
He'll  stay  if  I  but  love  Him  .  .  .  and  I  do, 
So  what  about   it  ?   Sure  ?    Why   here's   the   sum — 
I  need  not  grope  for  Him,  because  .  .  .  HE'S  COME! 

— Fay  Inchfawn. 


Lesson 

Comments 

by 
William   H.   Anderson 


Lesson  for  March  4,  1956 

JESUS  FACES  THE  CITY 

Lesson:    Luke    19:37-48 

SAAC   WATTS,  the   song  writer,  asks  the  question: 
"Is  this  vile  world  a  friend  to  grace, 
To  help  me  on  to  God?" 


I 


The  answer  was  obvious  to  Watts — this  old,  sinful 
world  is  not  friendly  to  the  sacred  things  of  God,  or  to 
any  who  dare  stand  for  God!  Jesus  found  this  to  be  so 
when  He   confronted  the  world  with  His  claims. 

Our  lesson  begins  with  Christ's  Triumphal  entry  into 
Jerusalem.  It  was  the  Passover  season.  The  people  were 
caught  up  in  the  spirit  of  the  hour.  The  great  throngs 
of  people  that  flocked  into  the  Holy  City  for  this  holy 
occasion — the  Messianic  hope  that  gripped  the  hearts  of 
the  faithful — the  wonderful  miracles  that  had  been  per- 
formed by  Jesus,  especially  the  miraculous  raising  of 
Lazarus  from  the  dead — all  these  brought  forth  the  spon- 
taneous desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  crown  Christ 
as  their  King. 

"The  whole  multitude  of  the  disciples  began  to  rejoice 
and  praise  God  with  a  loud  voice  for  all  the  mighty  works 
that  they  had  seen;  saying.  Blessed  be  the  King  that 
Cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

How  wonderful  it  was!  At  long  last  Jesus  Christ  had 
been  recognized  as  King!  But  had  He?   Did  they  know 
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what  they  were  saying?  Were  they  ready  to  accept 
Him  as  their  Saviour,  or  did  they  merely  look  for  an 
earthly  Deliverer? 

History  confirms  the  fact  that  the  people  were  seek- 
ing for  someone  to  deliver  them  from  the  bonds  of  the 
Roman  Government.  Christ  came  to  set  men  free  from 
the  bonds  of  sin  and  spiritual  darkness  I  Too  few  people 

want  this! 

Even  today  we  find  many  who  are  willing  to  jump 
on  the  band-wagon  of  Christianity  simply  for  selfish 
purposes.  This  is  hardly  complimentary  to  God.  In  his 
thought-provoking  book,  The  Problem  of  Pain,  C.  S. 
Lewis  has  written:  "God  is  not  proud  ...  It  is  hardly 
complimentary  to  God  that  we  should  choose  Him  as  an 
alternative   to    Hell:    yet   even   this    He   accepts." 

Realizing  the  true  intent  and  heart  (Condition  of  the 
people  of  His  day,  Jesus  drew  nigh  to  the  City  of  Jeru- 
salem. Viewing  the  city  with  all  its  wondrous  outward 
beauty — with  its  utter  inward  selfishness  and  coldness  of 
heart — with  its  rejection  of  Him — Jesus  "wept  over  it." 


Then  began  He  to  prophesy  the  result  of  Jerusalem's 
rejection  of  truth  and  subsequent  spiritual  blindness:  "If 
thou  hadst  known,  even  thou,  at  least  in  this  thy  day,  the 
things  which  belong  unto  thy  peace!  but  now  they  are 
hid  from  thine  eyes." 

After  saying  this,  Christ  spoke  of  the  awful  destruc- 
tion that  was  to  come  to  the  city  by  the  hand  of  Titus 
in  70  A.D.  And  why  must  the  Holy  City  be  destroyed  ? 
"Because  thou  knewest  not  the  time  of  thy  visitation." 

We  cannot  but  think  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  passeth 
by  once  again.  Up  and  down  the  streets  of  the  cities  and 
towns  of  our  great  land  of  America  He  walks.  He  comes 
through  the  means  of  the  Church.  Yet  many  pass  by  the 
door.  He  comes  through  the  Godly  lives  of  His  children. 
Yet  the  indifferent  give  no  heed  to  the  testimony  of  the 
Saints. 

The  day  of  His  visitation  is  drawing  to  a  close.  Will 
He  be  forced  to  pronounce  doom  and  destruction  upon 
this  land  because  we  have  refused  to  accept  His  claims  ? 

May  it  never  be  said  that  Christ  Jesus  visited  us,  and 
yet  we  were  unaware  of  the  time  of  His  visitation! 


PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdlli,  Director 

A  PARABLE  FOR  BRETHREN  YOUTH 

LJAVE  YOU  EVER  WONDERED  HOW  a  big- 
■*•  ■'•  gun  can  fire  at  a  range  of  seven  miles  or 
more  and  hit  an  army  blanket?  They  do  it! 
Wanta  know  how  ?  Well,  we  don't  have  space  here 
to  tell  all  about  it,  but  we  can  give  some  of  the 
principles  involved  and,  what  is  more  important, 
the  persons  and  instruments  that  are  used  in 
making  a  firing  mission  on  the  battle  field  a  suc- 
cess. 

BIG  GUNS 

Near  the  big  gun  and  its  crew  is  a  telephone 
over  which  a  mysterious  voice  gives  data  for  fir- 
ing on  the  enemy,  and  gives  complete  orders 
which  in  turn  come  dowru  from  the  officer  in  for- 
ward observation.  This  officer  may  be  in  an  air- 
plane, on  a  hill  or  in  a  tower  where  he  can  ob- 
serve through  binoculars  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  and  the  effect  of  fire  on  them.  It  takes 
this  and  more  too  to  make  this  big  gun  destroy 
an  enemy  target. 

There  is  something  near  the  gun  which  you 
haven't  yet  noticed.  You  might  have  even  stum- 
bled over  it  or  run  into  it  several  times  in  the 
past,  but  you  never  gave  a  thought  except  for  its 


unusual  color  as  to  its  part  in  this  big  operation. 
It  is  a  red  and  white  striped  metal  pole,  about  the 
size  of  a  broom  handle,  somewhere — perhaps  with- 
in one  hundred  feet — within  sight  of  the  chief 
gunner.  Without  this  pole — or  "aiming  stake"  as 
it  is  called — no  firing  mission  could  be  accom- 
plished. It  is  just  about  the  most  important  lit- 
tle object  in  the  whole  firing  mission. 

The  gun,  when  it  is  moved  into  position  at  first, 
is  "laid" — adjusted  to  a  certain  compass,  or  di- 
rection— by  an  instrument  with  a  compass.  After 
this  the  "aiming  stake"  is  set  with  the  big  gun 
still  "aimed"  in  the  same  direction,  and  the  cross 
hairs  of  the  aiming  sight  on  the  gun  are  care- 
fully lined  up  against  the  picture  of  the  aiming 
stake  in  the  lens  of  the  telescope.  When  an  en- 
emy target  is  sighted  by  the  observation  officer, 
information  is  radioed  to  a  fire-direction  center 
from  whence  data  is  given  to  the  big  gun.  The 
gunner  immediately  turns  his  sight  so  many  de- 
grees right  or  left,  thus  moving  his  sight  off  the 
aiming  stake.  His  right  hand  impetuously  twirls 
an  adjusting  screw  which  moves  the  gun  right 
or  left  until  the  cross  hairs  of  the  sight  again 
line  up  against  the  aiming  stake.  Woe  unto  the 
enemy  target  because  of  that  little  aiming  stake ! 
The  gun  is  kept  constantly  on  its  range  by  a  red 
and  white  metal  pole! 

JUST  SUPPOSE 

Just  suppose  that  there  was  no  forward  ob- 
server; the  radio  quit    working;    the    telephone 
was  dead;  the  computer  wasn't  efficient  in  his 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

January   1st   to   February   10th 

(Some  of  the  Churches  listed  below  are  on  the  Budget 
system.  Thus  their  listed  gifts  represent  one-fourth  of 
their   yearly    gift    to   Brethren    Publications.) 

Mrs.    Cynthia    Blotter,    Tiffin,   Ohio    $      10.00 

Miscellaneous      10.00 

Mrs.  Maude  Webb,  Goshen,  Ind 100.00 

Goshen  Brethren,  Goshen,   Indiana    69.96 

Louisville   Brethren,   Louisville,   Ohio    25.20 

Pleasant  Hill  Brethren,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio    . .  .  12.72 

Nappanee  Brethren,  Nappanee,  Indiana   100.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  M.  Erbaugh,  West  Milton,  Ohio  .  .  8.50 

Ora  E.  Jones,  Clayton,  Ohio    2.00 

Mrs.   Verna   M.    Ullom,    Newark,    Ohio    1.00 

Miscellaneous      1-00 

J.   L.   Gillen,   Madison,   Wis 5.00 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Merrifield,  Winnetka,  111 2.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  Needham,  Clean,  N.  Y 5.00 

Mrs.  Isabel  Puterbaugh,  Des  Moines,  Iowa    ....  1.00 

Mabel  C.  Beachler,  Eaton,  Ohio   5.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  P.  Ebbert,  Jackson,  Mich.    .  .  5.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.  E.  Metzler,  Redstone,  Mont 3.00 

Mrs.  Audrey  Steyer,  Kankakee,  111 2.00 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Dague,  Scenery  Hill,  Pa 10.00 

Elkhart  Brethren  Church,  Elkhart,  Ind 61.15 

Mrs.  Joseph  J.  Delp,  Mt.  Carroll,  111 2.00 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Otto,  Falls  Church,  Va 1.00 

David  S.  Hegler,  Chillicothe,  Ohio    5.00 

Garber  Memorial  Brethren  Church,  Ashland,  O..  .  3.50 

Mrs.   Esther  K.  Black,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa 15.00 

Mrs.  Ida  Himiller,  Washington  Court  House,  O.  1.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  G.  Dotson,  Ashland,  Ohio 5.00 

Pittsburgh   Brethren   Church,   Pittsburgh,  Pa.    .  .  18.65 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Juillerat,  Portland,  Ind 3.50 

Mrs.  Tillie  Connin,  Bryan,  Ohio    3.50 

Scott  A.  Shannon,  Hiawatha,  Kansas   1.00 

Miscellaneous    1.00 

Mrs.  A.   T.   Wirick,   St.  Petersburg,   Fla 10.00 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Jacobs,  Culbertson,  Montana   1.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  Fisher,  Ft.  Myers,  Fla.    . .  .  25.00 

George   W.   Middleton,   Winchester,   Va 2.00 

Milford  Brethren  Church,  Milford,  Ind 50.00 

Miss  Gail  Miller,  Westminster,  Md .50 

Mada  D.   Turvy,   Hollywood,   Florida    1.00 

B.   F.   Buzard,  Riviera  Beach,  Cla 5.00 

Maude   Drayer,   New   Lebanon,   Ohio    5.00 

Columbus  Brethren  Church,  Columbus,  0 10.00 

Lester   Myers,    Chicago,    111 5.00 

Mrs.  Thomas  Corner,  Fostoria,  Ohio    1.00 

Udell   Brethren   Church,  Udell,  Iowa    12.00 

Burlington    Brethren   Church,    Burlington,    Ind.  40.00 

Doris  Lanehart,  Saxton,  Pa 1.00 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  George  J.  King,  Mt.  Pleaasnt,  Pa..  .  3.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  Daniels,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa 1.00 

Minnie    Sloan,    Mulberry,   Ind 10.00 

Corinth    Brethren    Church,    Corinth,    Ind 46.34 

Denver  Brethren  Church,  Denver,  Ind 41.29 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Chas.  B.  Lovmiaster,  Jr.,  Ashland,  O  5.00 

New  Lebanon  Brethren  Church,  New  Lebanon,  0.  150.00 


Charles  L.  Anspach,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich 10.00 

Jacob  F.  Curie,  Smithville,  Ohio   10.00 

Gretna  Brethren  Church,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio    .  .  92.20 

Fremont  Brethren  Church,  Fremont,  Ohio 16.34 

Mexico  Brethren  Church,  Mexico,  Ind 20.00 

Fair  Haven  Brethren  Church,  West  Salem,  0.  .  .  37.53 

Dessie  M.  Hollinger,  Hagerstown,  Md 1.00 

New  Paris  Brethren  Church,  New  Paris,  Ind.   .  .  129.33 

Mrs.  Elsie  M.  King,  East  Millsboro,  Pa 5.00 

Cameron  Brethren  Church,  Cameron,  W.  Va 15.00 

Williamstown  Brethren  Church,  Williamstown,  O.  127.27 

E.  S.  Baker,  New  Florence,  Pa 5.00 

Tiosa    Brethren    Church,   Tiosa,   Ind 28.00 

Park  Street  Brethren  Church,  Ashland,  Ohio 79.25 

County  Line  Brethren  Church,  Lapaz,  Ind 23.45 

Peru   Brethren  Church,  Peru,  Ind 30.00 

Mrs.  Estella   Sayre,  Dallas,  Texas    3.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  D.  Stuckman,  New  Paris,  Pa.   . .  10.00 
North  Liberty  Brethren  Church,  North  Liberty, 

Indiana     57.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harlan  Jennings,  New  London,  Ohio  15.00 

Glenford  Brethren  Church,  Glenford,  Ohio 25.00 

Mrs.  L,  A.  Myers,  Sabetha,  Kansas 1.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harland  R.  Clapper,  Canton,  Ohio  . .  5.00 

Mrs.  Nina  M.  Bishop,  Kissimmee,  Fla 10.00 

Gatewood  Brethren  Church,  Gatewood,  W.  Va.  .  .  2.00 

Roanoke  Brethren  Church,  Roanoke,  Ind 24.00 

Vinco  Bi-ethren  Church,  Vinco,  Pa 147.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  R.  Swihart,  Tampa,  Fla 8.50 

Newark  Brethren  Church,  Newark,  Ohio    10.00 

Firestone  Park  Brethren  Church,  Akron,  Ohio  .  .  48.75 

Berlin  Brethren  Church,   Berlin,   Pa 171.45 

Gratis    Brethren    Church,   Gratis,   Ohio    12.00 

Mrs.  Ada  F.  Kimmel,  Gratis,  Ohio   5.00 

White  Dale  Brethren  Church,  Terra  Alta,  W.  Va.  14.60 

Oak  Hill  Brethren  Church,  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va 27.00 

H.  A.  Duncan,  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va 10.00 

College  Corner  Brethren  Church,  Wabash,  Ind.  .  .  28.30 

Quiet  Dell  Brethren  Church,  Quiet  Dell,  Pa.    .  .  2.50 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Rose,  Brownsville,  Pa 5.00 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Glenn  Grumbling,  North  Fairfield,  O.  5.00 

Mansfield  Brethren  Church,  Mansfield,  Ohio 9.00 

Mrs.   Mary   Hazlett,   Mansfield,   Ohio    1.00 

Bryan  Brethx-en  Church,  Bryan,  Ohio    200.00 

Mrs.  Elmer  Amigh,  Conemaugh,  Pa 1.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Leidy,  Conemaugh,  Pa 5.00 

Mrs.    Chester  A.   Myers,  Johnstown,   Pa 5.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.   Stormer,  Conemaugh,  Pa 3.00 

Mrs.    Julia    Wertz,    Conemaugh,    Pa 5.00 

Lois  Jean  Wertz,  Conemaugh,  Pa 15.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  C.  Wertz,  Conemaugh,  Pa.  . .  15.00 

Center  Chapel  Brethren  Church,  Wabash,  Ind.. .  54.30 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Lee,  Tiosa,  Ind 3.00 

Ardmore  Brethren  Church,  South  Bend,  Ind 63.00 

Maurertown  Brethren  Church,  Maurertown,  Va..  .  23.50 

North  Georgetown  Brethren,  N.  Georgetown,  O..  10.00 

Pleasant  View  Brethren,  Vandergrift,  Pa 20.00 

Maude  M.  Pearson,  Jones  Mills,  Pa 5.00 

Katharine  Miller,  Jones  Mills,  Pa 10.00 

Oakville  Brethren  Church,  Oakville,  Ind 17.25 

Mt.  Olivet  Brethren  Church,  Georgetown,  Del.  . .  22.25 

Total  amount  to  February  10th,  1956   $2,689.13 
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(Continued  from  Page   13) 


figures;  the  gun  crew  was  wiped  out;  but  most 
of  all  THE  AIMING  STAKE  WAS  LOST!  The 
enemy  could  maneuver  at  will  without  fear  of 
being  seen.  There  would  be  no  return  fire,  and 
the  enemy  would  gradually  increase  in  strength 
while  allied  forces  would  be  weakened  and  de- 
pleted. The  enemy  advances! 

WHY  THE  PARABLE? 

I'll  tell  you  why.  BRETHREN  YOUTH  IS  THE 
GUN  CREW.  God  is  the  Forward  Observer  who 
observes  the  enemy  in  action,  calling  for  return 
fire  to  destroy  them.  We  who  try  to  direct  the 
work  are  in  fire-direction  center  where  the  data 
is  figured  to  give  to  the  crew.  And  the  aiming 
i  stake?  THE  AIMING   STAKE  IS  WHAT  YOU 
'  GIVE  TO  SUPPORT  THE  WORK.  Without  this 
i  bright  sign  of  support    and    encouragement    to 
i  keep  our  sights  upon  there  can  be  no  way  of  put- 
I  ting  down  the  enemies  of  discouragement,  anti- 
youth   worldliness. 

We  pivot  on  your  steadfast  loyalty  to  Brethren 
\  Youth  to  take  on  new  projects  (not  just  a  nation- 
al B.  Y.  project,  now!)  in  the  labors  of  the  Lord. 
By  your  faith  and  trust  in  us,   and  your  own 
stand  we  proceed  to  take  action  against  satan's 
j  host.  Give  your  local  B.  Y.  organization  a  boost; 
!  be  an  aiming  stake  for  their  crew. 

j  Your  youth  organizations:  Brotherhoods,  Sis- 
!  terhoods,  Signal  Lights,  B.  Y.  C.  groups,  work  to- 
I  gether  in  a  united  front  as  a  big  gun  crew,  each 
I  doing  its  part  in  the  Great  Campaign  of  life. 
;  WHAT  IF  THE  AIMING  STAKE— your  faith 
j  and  help— SHOULD  FAIL? 

•      Think  it  over! 


annnnnnnannnnDnnnnnnnnDnnnaaannnnnaaannn 
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lerings? 


Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also   please   note : 

BENEVOLENT   OFFERING 

(For  Brethren's  Home  and  Retired  Ministers'  Fund) 

Make  checks  payable  to  L.  V.  King,  Treasurer,  and 
address  Rev.  L.  V.  King,  1033  E.  Main  St.,  Louisville, 
Ohio. 


Q^he   ^A/omens    /Corner 

'"QG^  s'Se^  "J-t^G^ 

by   Helen  Jordan 


THE   QUEST   FOR   HAPPPINESS 

[APPINESS  is  a  thing  that  is  being  sought  after  by 
a  high  proportion  of  both  secular  and  Christian  peo- 
ple. In  a  world  so  filled  with  avoidable  and  unavoidable 
misfortunes,  of  illness  and  psychological  tangles,  of  strug- 
gle and  poverty,  ill-will  and  sin,  the  man  or  woman  who 
is  to  be  happy  must  find  ways  of  coping  with  the  many 
causes  of  unhappiness  by  which  each  of  us  is  assailed. 

Happiness  depends  partly  upon  external  circumstances 
and  partly  upon  our  mental  and  spiritual  attitudes.  To 
most  men  and  women  certain  things  such  as  food  and 
shelter,  health,  love,  successful  work  and  respect  are  in- 
dispensable to  our  happiness.  Only  the  exceptional  man 
can  achieve  happiness  where  these  things  are  lacking. 
For,  some  who  have  these  basic  requirements  and  still 
cannot  find  themselves  we  tend  to  classify  as  maladjusted. 
Where  our  external  circumstances  are  not  definitely  un- 
fortunate, a  person  should  be  able  to  achieve  happiness, 
provided  his  interests  are  directed  outward  and  upward, 
not  inward.  It  is  not  the  nature  of  most  men  to  be  happy 
in  a  prison  and  the  passions  which  shut  us  up  in  our- 
selves constitute  one  of  the  worst  kinds  of  prisons.  Among 
such  passions  are  fear,  envy,  self-pity  and  seif-admira- 
tion.  In  all  these  our  desires  are  centered  upon  ourselves. 
There  is  no  genuine  interest  in  the  world  about,  but  only 
a  concern  lest  it  should  in  some  way  injure  or  fail  to 
feed  our  ego. 

The  truly  happy  man  or  woman  is  the  one  who  turns  his 
or  her  life  completely  over  to  Jesus,  the  Christ,  repent- 
ing of  sins  and  then  setting  himself  objectives  for  living 
unselfishly  for  Christ  and  those  about  him.  We  read  in 
Romans  that  none  of  us  liveth  to  himself,  and  no  man 
dieth  to  himself.  Even  the  thought  of  death  to  the  believer 
does  not  effect  his  happiness  in  this  life  but  the  problems 
and  struggles  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness  here  tend  only 
to  prepare  him  more  effectively  for  the  life  beyond.  It 
is  in  a  profound  union  with  our  Christ  and  in  serving 
Him  that  we  can  have  true  happiness. 

Mrs.   Glenn    L.   Ciaylon, 

Ashland,  Ohio. 
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Set  New  Records   in  Your  VBS 

with  fhe 

CHAMPIONS 

for 


CHRIST 


^t- 


In  this  year  of  Olympic  Games,  seize  the 
opportunity  to  train  spiritual  champions  for 
Christ  in  your  community. 

It's  ready  now:  the  1956  edition  of  the 
"complete-to-the-last-detail"  Vacation  Bible 
school  plan.  Brimful  of  proved  suggestions 
that  assure  success  in  conducting  a  VBS 
that  really  reaches  the  entire  family  for 
Christ. 

Besides  the  essentials  for  planning  your 
1956  program,  this  catalog  includes  a  com- 
plete description  of  ALL-BIBLE  Vacation 


School  materials  for  the  entire  family  — 
Nursery  through  Adult  departments.  You 
can  realize  more  resultful  spiritual  progress 
per  dollar  invested  in  ALL-BIBLE  Vacation 
School  materials  than  in  any  other  course, 
because  it  is  so  completely  planned  and 
integrated. 


Send 

for 

your 


descriptive     catalog,     now, 
mB^rmS   °"'^  follow  through  on  the 
Fa\LL     planning    that    is    so    thor- 
oughly   prepared    for    you. 


PREVil 


too^ 


E  1956  ABVS  COURSE 

with  this  Introductory  Packet 

To  acquaint  you  and  your  stafif  with  the  exciting  lesson  ma- 
terials for  1956,  this  packet  contains  teachers'  manuals  and 
pupils'  workbooks  for  each  of  the  five  departments:  Nursery, 
Beginner,  Primary,  Junior,  and  Intermediate.  We  don't  forget 
the  Young  People  and  Adults,  for  a  list  of  contents  of  ma- 
terials for  these  groups  is  also  provided.  Included  in  this 
remarkable  offer  are  Handwork  Projects  for  Nursery  and 
Beginner  pupils,  VBS  button,  recruiter's  cap,  invitation  post- 
card, dodger,  doorknob  hanger  and  a  16  by  20  inch  four-color 
VBS  poster.  Retail  value,  $3.75  —  special  packet  price,  $2.95. 
Plus  a  free  copy  of  "Champions  for  Christ." 


YES!  Please  rush  me  a  free  copy  of 
the  1956  ABVS  Descriptive  Cat- 
alog, "Champions  for  Christ." 

Enclosed,  please  find  $2.95  for  a 
complete  Introductory  Packet  of 
1956  ABVS  materials. 


Name- 


Add  ress- 
City 


Church  Position. 


Zone State. 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,  Ohio. 


ren 


rgan  of  Che  brethren  Church 


MAMCHESTEE  COLLEGE  OBRM 


t 


t 

t 

t 
t 

•^ 
•i- 
•i- 

t 


Proclaimins  the   WHOLE   GOSPEL,  for  the   WHOLE   WORLD 


PAGE  TWO 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


THE 

BRETHREN 

EVANGELIST 


Published     weekly,     except     (he     fourth     week     in 
July     and     the     last     week     in     December 

TERMS   OF   SUBSCRIPTION:    $1.50    per    year 
in    advance. 

bnlered      as      second     class      matter     at      Ashland, 

Ohio.      Accepted     for     mailing      at      special       rate 

section     1103,     Act    of     October     3,     1917 

Authorized     September     3.      1928 


THE   BRETHREN   PUBLISHING   COMPANY,  Ashland,   Ohio,   Phone:  37271 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE:  J.   E.    Stookey,  President, 
H.   E.   Weidenhamer,  Vice-Pres.;    Rev.   Robert  Hoffman,   Sec'y-Treas. 

EDITOR  OP  PUBLICATIONS— Rev.    W.   St.   Clair   Benshoff 

DEPARTMENT   EDITORS 

Rev.  L.  0.  McCartneysmith,  Brethren  Doctrine 
Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  Church  History 
Rev.  Edwin  Boardman,  Church  Methods 


CONTRIBUTING    EDITORS 

Rev.  William  H.  Anderson 

Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer 

Rev.  DyoU  Belote 

Rev,  John  Byler 


CHANGE    OF    ADDRESS:    In    ordering    change    of    addrcii    always    give    both    old    and    new    addrciiea. 
REMITTANCES:    Send    all    money,    business   communications,    and    contributed    articles    to: 

THE     BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     COMPANY,    ASHLAND,    OHIO. 


Items  of  general   Interest 


SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  This  new  Brethren  Church  re- 
ports that  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  W.  M.  S.,  seven 
new  members   were   added  to   the   organization. 

LOST  CREEK,  KENTUCKY.  Brother  Henry  Bates,  of 
our  North  Manchester,  Indiana,  Church,  was  the  speaker 
at  the  14th  Annual  Bible  Conference  held  at  Riverside  on 
February  23rd  and  24th.  The  theme,  according  to  the  an- 
nouncement sent  to  us  by  Brother  G.  E.  Drushal,  was 
"Go— Tell,"  based  on  Matthew  28:7.  The  Owenses  of 
Three  Links,  Kentucky,  were  in  charge  of  the  music  of 
the   Conference. 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  Uniontown  Church  of  God  the 
evening  of  February  15th. 

Brother  Shanholtz  notes  a  recent  payment  of  $500,00 
plus  interest  toward  the  debt  incurred  in  the  church's  re- 
decoration  program  a  year  ago. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ank- 
rum, of  the   St.  James   Church,  presented  colored  slides 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


ATTENTION 

A  SPECIAL  EMERGENCY  APPEAL,  which 
can  be  appended  to  this  year's  Brethren's 
Home  and  Benevolent  Board  appeal,  has 
come  from  John  R.  Johnston,  President  of  the 
Board,  and  Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Secretary. 
The  appeal  is  as  follows: 

The  Indiana  State  Board  of  Health  is  re- 
quiring a  change  in  the  water  system  at  the 
Brethren's  Home,  and  that  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  cost  will  be  between  $1,000.00 
and  $1,200.00.  This  makes  an  added  appeal 
for  funds  for  The  Church  Home. 

(Brethren,  knowing  the  needs  of  the 
Home,  as  outlined  in  the  Evangelist  early  in 
February  can  well  know  what  this  added  ex- 
penditure will  mean  to  the  Home  budget, 
and  can  act  accordingly — W.  S.  B.) 


ANNUAL  BRETHREN   PASTOR'S  CONFERENCE 
Dates— April    10.    11,    12. 

Special  features 

Communion  service  for  ministers  and  wives 

Coffee  hour  and  fellowship 

Discussion  groups 

Time  to  visit  old  and  new  friends 

Inspirational   and   instructional   sessions 

Special  Speakers: 

Rev.  Kenneth  Hulit,  Canton,  Ohio 
Rev.  Robert  Bischof,  Nigeria,  Africa 
Dr.  Shultz,  Chicago,  Illinois 
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ftmen!     Until  — 


WE  ARE  ALL  REMINDED  OF  THE  time- 
worn,  yet  up-to-date  story  of  the  colored 
preacher,  who,  one  Sunday  morning  was  preach- 
ing against  the  sins  of  the  people.  As  he  went 
through  the  category — gambling,  drinking,  smok- 
ing, chewing,  card-playing,  etc.,  a  dear  old  col- 
ored mammy  in  the  audience,  was  punctuating 
his  remarks  with  "Amen,  amen,  that's  right. 
Brother  Brown,  you  tell  them."  Loud  and  long 
the  preacher  expounded,  and  louder  became 
mammy's  approving  comments.  Victory  against 
all  sin  was  assured.  That  is,  until  the  preacher 
in  his  conscientious  adherance  to  duty,  began  to 
preach  against  the  sin  of  gossiping,  which  inci- 
dentally, was  the  favorite  full  time  work  of  the 
amen  mammy.  She  was  noticeably  silent  all  of 
a  sudden,  and  no  amens  came  forth.  As  parson 
Brown  continued  to  preach  against  gossipping  in 
in  the  midst  of  a  profound  silence,  the  old  col- 
ored mammy  suddenly  burst  forth  and  said, 
"Now,  parson,  you  done  quit  preaching  and  now 
you're  meddling." 

Christianity  has  always  had  its  flag  wavers. 

That  is,  people  who  are  always  ready  to  Amen, 
and  to  wave  the  flag  for  the  cause  of  Christ  until 
it  hits  them  personally.  When  a  sermon  begins 
to  crowd  a  little,  and  we  begin  to  feel  a  little 
guilty  because  the  sermon  reminds  us  that  we 
have  not  been  as  faithful  as  we  should  have  been, 
then  we  more  or  less  feel  that  the  reverend  has 
quit  preaching  and  is  beginning  to  meddle. 

Any  course  in  salesmanship  will  train  a  per- 
son to  watch  for  the  point  of  customer  resist- 
ance. That  is,  the  point  in  the  sales  appeal  when 
the  approving  and  desiring  customer  begins  to 
resist  as  the  cost  of  the  article  is  announced.  At 
that  point,  desire  begins  to  be  o'ershadowed  by 
the  customer's  thought  of  what  it  will  cost  him. 
We  all  want  things,  until  we  learn  it  is  going  to 
cost  us  something. 


Hr-i"i^'Mr'l"i''i"i^' 


It  is  this  realization  of  cost  that  causes  many 
flag  wavers  of  the  Christian  faith  to  drop  their 
banners  and  retreat.  How  many  times  have  min- 
isters presented  messages  on  winning  new  souls 
to  the  Lord  and  to  membership  in  the  church. 
Nods  and  amens  of  approval  fill  the  air,  for 
would  it  not  be  nice  to  have  a  lot  of  new  mem- 
bers to  help  fill  the  empty  pews  and  to  make  a 
good  showing  on  the  statistical  report?  Then 
the  preacher  announces  that  these  new  souls  will 
be  won  only  through  the  earnest  and  personal  ef- 
forts of  the  members  of  the  congregation — that 
if  new  members  are  to  be  obtained,  the  present 
members  will  have  to  go  out  and  visit,  teach,  and 
bring  them  in.  When  he  says  it  is  each  member's 
personal  responsibility,  a  lot  of  flags  will  drop 
and  many  heads  will  nod  only  in  slumber.  Yes, 
Amen!  Until — . 

Likewise,  a  lot  of  amen  Christians  furl  their 
flags  when  the  pictures  of  a  glorious  advancing 
local  or  denominational  program  also  includes  a 
financial  need.  We'd  like  to  see  our  church  and 
denomination  become  bigger  and  better,  with  a 
great  program  of  expansion  and  evangelism.  The 
picture  looks  good  until  we  find  that  without  our 
sacrificial  giving,  the  program  will  fail.  When  we 
Brethren  baptize,  we  let  our  new  members  leave 
their  pocket  books  in  the  dressing  room,  when 
what  we  should  do  is  ask  them  to  take  them 
with  them  into  the  baptistry.  Baptising  the  in- 
dividual and  his  pocketbook,  will  assure  the  finan- 
cial success  of  an  otherwise  limping  church  pro- 
gram. 

Then,  too,  we  amen  the  needi  of  workers,  and 
laud  far  and  wide  the  devotion  and  surrender  of 
those  who  have  become  missionaries  and  preach- 
ers and  preachers  wives.  But  we  drop  the  flag 
when  an  appeal  for  workers  comes  close  to  our 
own  family. 

Christ  went  all  the  way  for  us.  Let  us,  when 
the  call  to  devotion  of  self  and  substance,  say 
amen  the  whole  way,  not  just  until  it  "meddles." 
— W.  S.  B. 
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New      TeStHIHent     Doctrines  BeHeved  and  practised  by  People  Called  Brethren. 

By  L.  O.  McCartneysmith 

"Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you." 

THE  GREAT  TRIBULATION 


Theme:  "For  then  shall  be  Great  Tribulation,  such  as 
was  not  since  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this  time,  no 
nor  ever  shall  be"  (Matthew  24:21). 


TN  TWO  RECENT  ISSUES  of  this  publication,  (Sep- 
-^  tember  3,  1955,  and  January  28,  1956),  "The  Doctrine 
of  The  Second  Coming  of  Jesus  Christ,"  and  "The  Signs 
of  The  End  of  The  World,  or  End  of  Gentile  Govern- 
ment," were  discussed  respectively. 

In  the  first  presentation  the  fact  was  established  that 
there  are  two  distinctly  separate  appearances  of  Jesus 
Christ  mentioned  in  Scripture:  (1)  His  Coming  for  His 
Bride,  the  Church;  and  (2)  His  Return  With  His  Bride 
(or  Queen)  to  Judge  the  World  in  Righteousness.  Scrip- 
tural authority  relating  to  these  separate  events  may 
be  found  in  (1)  John  14:1-3;  Matthew  24:27,  36-46;  1 
Thess.  4:13-18,  and  (2)  Matthew  24:29-31.  Matthew  25: 
31-46;  Revelation  19:11-16,  respectively. 

The  New  Testament  writers  clearly  delineate  these 
two  separate  appearances.  Unprincipled  false  teachers 
have  attempted  to  set  forth  the  claim  of  a  "spiritual"  ap- 
pearance; but  it  would  seem  that  the  Holy  Spirit  an- 
ticipated that  such  false  claims  would  be  made,  and 
caused  the  New  Testament  writers  to  use  two  Greek 
words,  neither  of  which  could  be  misconstrued.  These 
are:  (1)  The  Greek  word  "Parousia,"  which  means  to  be 
personally  present  in  bodily  form.  This  word  is  used 
thirteen  times  in  the  New  Testament,  and  in  each  in- 
stance it  means  the  same  thing.  This  Greek  verb  is  al- 
ways used  when  referring  to  the  Second  Coming  of 
Christ  for  His  Bride!  (2)  The  Greek  word  "Apokalup- 
sis"  is  used  in  relating  to  His  Return  to  Judge  The  World 
In  Righteousness,    which   always    means    a    Revelation. 

The  time  elapsing  between  these  two  "appearances" 
is  estimated  by  various  authorities  as  being  approxi- 
mately seven  years.  This  estimate  is  founded  largely 
upon  Daniel's  "seventieth  week"  (See  Daniel  9:24-27), 
and  also  on  the  Seven  Seals  of  Revelation,  chapters,  6 
to  9.  The  great  tribulation  spoken  of  in  the  Theme  at 
the  beginning  of  this  treatise  is,  according  to  scripture, 
to   occur  during  these   seven  years. 

That  we  may  better  comprehend  what  the  tribulation 
covers,  it  seems  well   to  define   it: 

THE  GREAT  TRIBULATION  is  a  period  of  unex- 
ampled trouble  predicted  in  Scripture  from  Psalm  2:4-6 
to  Revelation  7:14,  and  described  in  Revelation,  chapters 
six  to  fourteen.   It   seems   to   involve    the    entire    world 


(Rev.   3:10),   and   is   spoken  of  as   "the   time   of  Jacob's 
trouble"    (See  Jeremiah  30:7). 

Its  vortex  is  Jerusalem  and  the  Holy  Land.  It  will 
involve  the  people  of  God  (Jews)  who  have  returned  to 
Palestine  in  unbelief;  also  all  "believers"  who  are  not 
"ready"  when  Jesus  comes  again  for  His  Bride;  these, 
together  with  all  living  unbelievers  who  will  be  left 
when  Christ  returns,  will  pass  through  this  Great  Trib- 
ulation. 

In  duration,  it  will  cover  a  period  of  approximately 
seven  years,  or  the  "seventieth  week"  mentioned  by 
Daniel  (Daniel  9:24-27),  and  brought  before  us  also  in 
Revelation,  chapter  6,  with  the  Opening  of  the  Seven 
Seals. 

Elements  of  greatest  intensity  of  the  Tribulation  will 
cover  the  last  SVz  years  of  the  seven  year  period,  which  are; 
(1)  The  cruel  reign  of  the  "beast  of  the  sea"  (Rev. 
13:1),  who,  at  the  beginning  of  the  3%  years  of  his 
reign,  will  break  his  covenant  with  the  Jews,  by  virtue 
of  which  they  will  have  re-established  the  temple  wor- 
ship, (Dan.  9:27);  and  showing  himself  in  the  temple, 
will  demand  that  he  be  worshipped  as  God  (Matthew 
24:15;  2  Thess.  2:4).  (2)  The  active  interposition  of 
Satan,  who,  having  been  thrown  out  of  heaven  together 
with  all  his  angels  (Rev.  12:7-12)  so  that  he  can  no 
longer  appear  before  God  and  make  accusation  against 
His  people,  "having  great  wrath"  gives  him  power  to 
the  "beast"  or  world  emperor  (Rev.  13:4,  5).  (3)  The 
unprecedented  activity  of  demons  (Rev.  9:2-11);  and  (4) 
The  terrible  "bowl"  of  Judgments  of  Revelation  16th 
chapter. 

Nevertheless  the  Great  Tribulation  will  be  a  period 
of  Salvation.  The  "elect"  of  Israel  is  shown  as  being 
sealed  for  God  (Rev.  7:4-8),  and  with  an  "innumerable 
multitude"  are  said  to  have  "come  out  of  great  tribula- 
tion" (Scofield).  It  seems  that  at  this  point  a  very  er- 
roneous claim  should  be  refuted.  It  is  claimed  by  many 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  leaves  this  world  when  the  Church 
is  "caught  up  to  meet  Christ  in  the  air."  If  this  claim 
be  true,  just  how  could  there  be  any  tribulation  Saints 
born  again?  Just  how  could  Israel  be  born  again,  "a 
nation  born  in  a  day?"  Just  how  could  there  be  144,000 
of  the  Jews  "sealed"  as  shown  in  Revelation  7:4-8,  or 
just  how  did  the  "innumerable"  multitude  "wash  their 
robes  in  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb?"  (Rev.  7:14).  These 
questions  should  be  sufficient  evidence  as  to  the  untruth- 
fulness of  the  above  claim. 

Immediately  after  the  Great  Tribulation  Jesus  Christ 
will    return    with    His    Bride,    the    Queen,    to    judge    the 
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world  in  Righteousness,  and  establish  His  Kingdom  at 
Jerusalem.  (We  read  in  Matthew  24:29-31  of  this  great 
event.)  That  we  might  have  a  better  understanding  of 
the  order  of  the  events  that  will  transpire  during  this 
Great  Tribulation,  the  Beloved  John  was  invited  to 
"Come  up  hither,  and  I  will  shew  thee  things  which 
must  be  hereafter"  (Rev.  4:1).  Being  transported  into 
the  heavenly  realm  John  beheld  the  Throne  of  God  and 
The  One  who  sat  thereon,  holding  a  Book,  sealed  with 
seven  seals.  An  angel  called  for  some  one  who  would 
be  worthy  to  break  these  seals  and  release  the  secrets 
the  book  held;  but  no  man  was  found  worthy  to  either 
read  the  book  nor  look  thereon.  But  Jesus  Christ  was 
found  worthy,  and  took  the  Book  and  opened  the  seals 
(Revelation  5:1-14).  The  events  of  each  of  these  sealed 
revelations  were  portrayed  in  a  vision  to  the  Apostle, 
the  first  four  being  four  different  horses,  with  an  equal 
number  of  varied  riders,  which  we  shall  view  together 
as  John  saw  them: 

I.     THE  OPENING  OF  THE  FIRST  SEAL 
(Or  the  revelation  of  the  first  year  of  the  period.) 

Amid  the  great  noise  of  thunders,  John  witnessed  a 
White  Horse,  "and  he  that  sat  upon  him  had  a  bow; 
and  a  crown  was  given  to  him:  and  he  went  forth  con- 
quering, and  to  conquer"  (Revelation  6:2). 

Many  Bible  expositors  speak  of  this  "bow"  as  being 
of  the  type  that  arrows  are  propelled  from;  however,  it 
seems  more  plausible  to  think  of  it  as  a  "halo"  rather 
than  a  "bow"  used  with  arrows,  inasmuch  as  no  arrows 
are  mentioned,  and  a  bow  would  be  entirely  useless  with- 
out arrows  and  a  quiver  to  hold  them!  Practically  all 
Biblical  artists  have  portrayed  the  great  ones  of  Bible 
history  with  such  a  "bow"  or  "halo,"  including  our  Lord. 
The  color  of  the  horse  denotes  peace  and  purity.  Appar- 
ently no  bloodshed  is  connected  with  this  rider,  inasmuch 
as  the  rider  following  is  red,  which  denotes  blood. 

Just  who  this  Rider  is  has  been  a  matter  of  great  con- 
jecture. Roman  Victors  rode  white  horses.  "Alford  and 
Stern  portray  him  as  Christianity  personified,  breaking 
down  earthly  power  and  making  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  to  become  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Christ." 
(Biederwolf).  But  nothing  is  said  anywhere  about  any 
kind  of  kingdom:  neither  do  Christian  men  break  down 
other  kingdoms.  We  are  told  that  Christ,  the  Rock,  will 
break  down  kingdoms  until  they  become  as  the  dust  of 
summer  threshing  floors  (See  Daniel  2:44-45).  These 
seem  also  to  forget  that  Christians  are  not  here  on 
earth  immediately  after  the  Second  Coming  of  Christ, 
who  "catches  them  up  to  meet  Him  in  the  air!"  The 
fallacy  of  this  claim  is  evident.  Some  of  the  Futuristic 
school  of  thinking,  make  the  image  a  personifica- 
tion of  a  false  Christ,  and  see  here  a  picture  of  the 
Antichrist  during  the  last  days  proclaiming  peace  indeed, 
but  a  false  peace;  however  the  rider  of  the  second  horse 
is  given  authority  to  "take  peace  from  the  earth,"  and 
it  does  not  say  that  it  is  a  "false  peace!"  The  writer  is 
unwilling  to  positively  state  that  this  rider  is  the  Holy 
Spirit.  But  one  fact  is  certain:  if  there  are  to  be  Tribu- 
lation Saints,  the  Holy  Spirit  must  convict  them  of  sin, 
and  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment.  He  never  fails 
to  convict  men.  He  is  able  to  convict  even  the  worst  sin- 
ner! Will  there  ever  be  a  more  favorable  time  to  convert 
sinful  men  than  then? 


It  seems  that  just  after  the  Rapture  of  God's  Saints, 
when  all  sinful,  unbelieving  and  disobedient  people  are 
left  here  without  a  single  Christian  to  guide  them  to 
Christ,  that  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  would  be  es- 
sential. If  He  should  not  go  forth  victoriously,  just  how 
can  there  be  144,000  of  the  "elect"  Jews— 12,000  from 
each  tribe  be  "sealed"  for  God,  as  shown  in  Revela- 
tion 7:4-8?  And  just  how  could  these  be  "a  great  mul- 
titude which  no  man  can  number"  standing  before  the 
throne,  who  had  "washed  their  robes  in  the  Blood  of  the 
Lamb?"  It  is  emphatically  stated  in  Revelation  7:14  that 
"These  are  they  which  came  out  of  great  tribulation, 
and  have  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  Just  who  led  them  to  the  Lamb  ? 
The  only  answer  is  that  it  was  He  that  has  always 
done  so! 

IL     OPENING  OF   THE   SECOND    SEAL 
(Or  the  Revelation  of  the  second  year) 

Here  we  see  a  Red  Horse  going  forth,  and  the  rider 
carries  a  Great  Sword,  and  has  been  given  authority  to 
take  peace  from  the  earth,  or  to  make  war  throughout 
the  world;  and  that  they  should  kill  one  another.  Ex- 
positors are  united  concerning  this  horse  and  his  rider: 
it  is  WAR  personified.  Practically  every  nation  in  the 
world  is  today  feverishly  preparing  for  what  most  peo- 
ple believe  may  be  the  last  war.  No  one  seems  to  under 
stand  just  why  such  preparation  is  being  made.  But  all 
of  this  preparation  will  be  demoralized  when  Jesus  comes 
for  His  Bride.  All  of  the  Christian  commanders  will  be 
taken  away.  All  the  Christian  Rulers,  statesmen,  and 
others  will  be  taken  up  into  the  heavens.  All  govei'n- 
ments  will  be  a  chaotic  "jumble."  All  great  armies  and 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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COMING  EVENTS 

BERLIN,  PENNSYLVANIA.  Evangelistic  Services- 
March  18-25 — Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  Evangelist, 
Rev.    Lyle    I.    Lichtenberger,    Pastor. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Spring  Revival— March  12-25 
— Rev.  Ivan  Sisk,  Dayton  YFC  Director,  Evangelist;  Rev. 
Jolin  T.   Byler,  Pastor. 

AKRON,  INDIANA.  Spiritual  Emphasis  Week— March 
18-25 — Rev.  Clarence  S.  Fairbanks,  Speaker;  Rev.  Ralph 
McFadden,  Pastor. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Lenten  Services— March  11-16— 
Rev.  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  Speaker;  Rev.  H.  Francis  Berkshire, 
Pastor. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  Honorable  Theodore  R. 
McKeldin,  Governor  of  Maryland,  Special  Speaker — 
Sunday  evening,  March  18th — Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum, 
Pastor. 

FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA.  Revival  Services— Begin- 
ning March  11th.  Rev.  J.  Milton  Bowman,  Pastor. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  Trinity  Brethren.  Revival  Services- 
March  4-11 — Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Robert 
Keplinger,  Pastor. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— March  5-18— Rev. 
J.  D.  Hamel,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Alvin  H.  Grumbling,  Pas- 
tor. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— March 
5-18— Rev.  W.  E.  Thomas,  Evangelist;  Rev.  William  H. 
Anderson,  Pastor. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— Beginning  Feb- 
ruary  27th — Rev.   Thomas   A.   Shannon,   Pastor. 

DUTCHTOWN  BRETHREN  (Northeast  of  Warsaw, 
Indiana).  Revival  Services — March  5-18 — Rev.  Henry 
Bates,   Evangelist;    Rev.  George   Pontius,   Pastor. 

CERRO  GORDO,  ILLINOIS.  Revival  meetings— March 
5-14 — Rev.  H.   R.     Garland,    Evangelist;     Rev.    Kenneth 

Mock,  Pastor. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE!! 

The  Northern  Indiana  District  Laymen  will 
hold  their  regular  Quarterly  meeting  March  5, 
1956  at  the  Brethren  Church  in  Goshen,  Indiana. 
The  meeting  will  start  at  7  P.  M.  EASTERN 
STANDARD  time.  A  very  interesting  program 
has  been  planned  with  Dr.  Bender,  Professor  of 
the  Goshen  College  Seminary,  as  guest  speaker. 
His  subject  will  be  "Divine  Healing."  We  urge 
your  attendance  at  this  special  program. 

Please  send  your  reservations  to — 

Max  Bickel 
634  North  Main  St. 
Goshen,  Indiana. 

Richard  A.  Best 
Sec'y.  Treas. 


WHAT  IS  PRAYER? 

Prayer  is  weakness  leaning  on  omnipotence. 

Prayer  is  faith  laying  hold  on  God's  promises. 

Prayer  is  hope  realizing  its  fruition  in  antici- 
pation. 

Prayer  is  the  thirsty  soul's  cry  for  the  Living 
Water. 

"Prayer  and  provender  hinder  no  man's  jour- 
ney."— Old  Proverb. 

Prayer  is  a  virtue  that  prevails  against  all 
temptations. 

Prayer  is  the  Christian's  staff  by  which  he  is 
helped  along  his  homeward  way. 

Prayer  is  the  atmosphere  in  which  all  Chris- 
tian virtues  grow  to  perfection. 

Prayer  is  inspiration  climbing  the  ladder  of 
promise  to  lay  hold  on  Divine  realities. 

Prayer  is  the  child  taking  hold  of  the  hand  of 
its  Father  for  strength  and  guidance. 

Prayer  is  the  believer's  outstretched  hand  and 
upward  vision  seeking  all  the  fullness  of  God. 

Prayer  is  the  Divine  wand  by  which  we  trans- 
mute life's  trials,  temptations,  and  drudgeries 
into  the  gold  of  character. 

Prayer  is  a  groan,  "Ah!"  The  very  cry  of  dis- 
tress is  an  involuntary  appeal  to  the  invisible 
power  whose  aid  the  soul  invokes. 

Prayer  is  the  open  door  by  which  the  individual 
or  the  church  may  pass  from  weakness  to 
strength  and  from  struggle  to  everlasting  victory. 
— Bowden. 

FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS  I  have  tried  to  keep  a 
mental  list  of  the  excuses  that  have  been  offered  to 
me  for  not  going  to  church.  During  the  last  nine  years, 
I  don't  think  I  have(  heard  a  new^  one  .  .  .  only  repetitions 
of  those  I  heard  the  first  year,  vi^ith  some  novel  varia- 
tions. You  wouldn't  believe  some  of  the  excuses  that  have 
been  given  by  people  w^ith  perfectly  straight  faces!  Per- 
haps they  think  that  preachers,  when  they  enter  the  min- 
istry, take  a  vow  to  believe  everything  they  hear. 

A  pastor  in  Dayton  Beach,  Florida,  had  a  good  idea. 
In  a  recent  bulletin  he  ran  a  check  list;  across  the  top 
are  the  words,  "I  cannot  attend  church  services  because:" 
And  then  .  .  .  "Please  check."  Following  are  some  rea- 
sons that  a  person  can  check:  "Too  busy.  Must  go  to  the 
movies.  Pleasure  trip.  Company.  Have  to  go  fishing.  Dis- 
interestedness. Radio  and  TV  program.  Need  to  rest." 
And  then  there  is  this  instruction  across  the  bottom: 
"Please  tear  off  and  mail  to  God." 

Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  in  What's  It  All  About? 

Fleming  H.  Revell   Co.). 
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MISSIONARY   BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
5  24    College    Ave,    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone:    39  582 


Contributing   Editors:    W.    CLAYTON    BERKSHIRE,    Gen.    Sec'y. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER,   Adm.    Auistant 


FACTS  AND  FORECASTS 

THE  MISSIONARY  BOARD,  meeting  on  February  14, 
with  eleven  members  and  the  general  secretary  in 
attendance,  considered  a  great  many  important  items, 
which  kept  them  busy  until   10:40  P.   M. 

I      Following  are  some  of  the  decisions  of  the  Board  that 
I  may  interest  Evangelist  readers: 

Classroom   Building  at   Lost   Creek 

Since  the  parsonage  at  Lost  Creek  should  be  completed 

I  within  a   few  months,   the    Board  is   requesting  Dorman 

I  Ronk   to   remain   and   supervise   further   work    (with   the 

funds   on   hand)    on   the    Classroom    Building,   which   has 

I  been  temporarily  halted  for  lack  of  funds.  Dorman  has 

,  submitted   plans  to  the   Board  for  completing  a   portion 

of  the  building.  These  plans  include  the  gymnasium  and 

showers,   several   classrooms,   office,   and   living  quarters 

(small   apartment)    for  one   of  the  staff  members. 

At  present  $12,533.00  is  on  hand  for  the  work.  That 
amount  will  not  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  entire 
building,  but  by  careful  planning  and  working,  some 
surprising  results  may  be  achieved.  (Anyone  interested 
in  adding  to  this  fund  may  send  in  additional  amounts. 
The  Board  will  spend  very  carefully  every  cent  desig- 
nated for  the  project  indicated.) 

Krypton 

The  work  at  Krypton  has  grown  appreciably  during  the 
[  past  few  years,  and  it  will  grow  even  more  when  Miss 
I  Lowery  has  more  help;  however,  it  is  difficult  to  pro- 
!  vide  help  for  her,  since  there  are  no  adequate  quarters 
I  in  which  to  house  helpers.  To  relieve  this  situation,  the 
I  Board  has  voted  to  build  a  small  cement-block  house  near 
(  the  one  in  which  Miss  Lowery  is  living  for  the  use  of 
i  additional  workers. 

I  Sarasota 

I       With  the  encouraging  reports  that  have   been  coming 
j  from  Sarasota,  and  with  their  enthusiasm  for  a  church, 
I  the   Board  is  eager  to  proceed  with  a  building  as  soon 
I  as  such  a  move  is  feasible.  At  General  Conference  time 
last  summer  the  Board  voted  and  again  in  February  re- 
iterated   its    desire   to    proceed    with    the    building    of    a 
church  at   Sarasota  as   soon   as   plans   are  approved  and 
funds  are  available. 

A  Ten  Dollar  Club  call  was  sent  out  in  the  fall,  from 
which  $5,530.00  was  received.  This  is  a  fine  beginning, 
but  only  a  beginning.  A  number  of  members  have  not  yet 
responded  to  this  call;  and  even  more  is  needed.  Those  of 
you  who  wish  the  Board  would  issue  more  Ten  Dollar 
Club  calls — and  some  have  indicated  this — please  send  us 
more  than  $10  any  time.  We  will  be  glad  to  add  your 
gifts  to  this  fund.  We  are  limited  to  making  calls  only 


when  a  new  church  is  to  be  built,  but  you  are  not  lim- 
ited in  the  number  of  times  or  in  the  amount  you  may 
send  to  one  call.  Let  us  repeat:  You  may  give  to  the  Ten 
Dollar  Club — any  time  and  any  amount,  and  WE'LL 
LOVE  IT! 

A  Hammond  Organ  for  Argentina 

Since  the  work  of  radio  evangelism  has  had  such  a 
gratifying  reception  in  Argentina,  and  since  music  plays 
such  an  influential  part  in  the  programming,  the  Board 
voted  to  avail  itself  of  the  splendid  opportunity  offered 
by  Mr.  Harold  Stacey,  (a  prominent  business  man  with 
whom  Rob  works  in  radio)  to  purchase  a  Hammond  or- 
gan. Mr.  Stacey  was  able  to  obtain  an  import  permit 
for  shipping  such  an  instrument  (considered  quite  a  lux- 
ury item)  into  Argentina,  and  agreed  to  let  our  Board 
have  the  permit;  hence  the  Board  has  promised  to  use 
the  permit  in  providing  a  Hammond  organ  that  can  be 
used  both  in  broadcasting  religious  music  and  in  the 
worship  services  in  Buenos  Aires. 

A  Parsonage  at  Newark 

With  the  beginning  of  a  mission  work  at  Newark, 
Ohio,  two  years  ago,  the  necessity  of  providing  a  house 
for  the  pastor  became  a  considerable  item  of  expense. 
Since  rents  are  quite  high  in  the  city,  making  it  neces- 
sary to  pay  $90.00  per  month  for  a  house  within  a  rea- 
sonable distance  from  the  church,  the  opportunity  to  buy 
a  relatively  new  house,  right  next  to  the  church,  could 
not  be  disregarded.  When  the  offer  of  such  a  property  at 
40  North  26th  Street  (beside  the  church)  came,  and  at 
a  reasonable  price,  the  Missionary  Board  authorized  the 
purchase  of  this  house  for  a  parsonage. 

This  was  a  wise  investment,  not  only  because  of  its 
proximity  to  the  church,  but  because  the  monthly  pay- 
ments on  the  property  amount  to  thirty  dollars  less  than 
the  rent  that  was  being  paid. 

This  semi-bungalow,  containing  four  rooms  and  bath 
on  one  floor,  is  quite  adequate  for  the  present  pastor; 
and  if  any  pastor  in  the  future  requires  additional  space, 
the  second  floor  can  be  used  for  supplementary  space. 
It  is  located  in  a  good  section  of  the  city.  Owning  this 
property  for  the  pastor  should  give  prestige  to  our  work 
in  the  area. 

PDDDaaagapananaDaaaDDDDganDagnaD 
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WRITING  TO  THE  BISCHOFS 

Since    Bob   and    Bea    Bischof   will   be  doing   deputation 
work  much  of  the  time  after  March  1,  please  direct  let- 
ters   concerning    deputation    dates,     requests     for     visits 
from  them,  etc.  to  our  office: 
THE  MISSIONARY  BOARD  OF  THE  BRETHREN 
CHURCH 
524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio 
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navies  will  be  rudely  disorganized  and  disarmed.  It  will 
take  at  least  one  year  for  these  unsaved  ones  left  to  get 
over  their  astonishment  and  fear  of  the  loss  they  have 
had  in  th6  Godly  people  who  have  been  taken  away.  But 
now  in  the  second  year  of  what  is  left,  we  can  see  them 
getting  their  armies  together  to  begin  again  the  same 
plan  they  had  before  Christ  came:  to  make  war  for  su- 
premacy, and  the  victorious  one  would  declare  himself 
"EMPEROR  OF  THE  WORLD."  Have  we  not  right  now 
a  great  UNITED  NATIONS  ?  Toward  what  is  it  leading  ? 
To  a  One  World  Government?  It  would  seem  so.  And  so 
will  it  be  after  Christ  comes! 

;  Some  have  claimed  that  this  rider  is  the  Antichrist 
persecuting  Christian  people,  the  Tribulation  Saints;  but 
this  is  in  error,  because  it  is  expressly  stated  that 
"They  should  kill  one  another,"  and  not  Christians! 
(Rev.  6:4).  (That  this  war  will  go  on  through  the  open- 
ing of  the  Third  and  also  part  of  the  Fourth  Seals  is 
evident,  as  will  later  be  discussed.) 

r  .      Ill,     OPENING  OF  THE  THIRD  SEAL 
:  ;  (Or   The   Third    Year   of   Tribulation) 

Here  we  have  a  Black  Horse,  whose  Rider  has  a  pair 
of  balances  in  his  hand,  denoting  scarcity,  and  possible 
rationing,  (of  which  we  have  learned  much).  A  Voice 
is  heard,  which  declares:  "A  measure  of  wheat  for  a 
penny,  and  three  measures  of  barley  for  a  penny,  and  see 
thou  hurt  not  the  oil  and  the  wine"  (Rev.  6:5-6).  In  the 
original  (Greek)  in  which  the  New  Testament  was  writ- 
ten, it  reads:  "A  Chenix  of  wheat  for  a  Denarius,  and 
three  chenices  of  barley  for  a  Denarius;  and  the  oil 
anci  the  wine  thou  must  not  injure."  A  "Chenix"  was  a 
measure  of  about  1  quart,  which  sufficed  for  a  man's 
daily  nourishment,  and  a  "Denarius"  was  a  man's  daily 
wage.  That's  working  an  entire  day  for  1  quart  of  wheat, 
or  three  quarts  of  barley.  Think  on  that  one!  The  bal- 
ances denote  scarcity,  and  the  color  of  the  horse  repre- 
seiits    hunger    (See    Lamentations    4:8-9).  •"  ' 

IV.     THE   OPENING   OF   THE   FOURTH   SEAL 
(Or  the  fourth  year  of  tribulation) 

'  The  color  of  the  horse  in  this  vision  is  that  of  a  corpse: 
livid,  pale,  the  green  pallor  of  death.  And  Death,  per- 
sonified, is  the  rider  of  this  "pale"  horse;  and  Hades, 
the  Spiritual  Prison  of  the  Wicked  dead,  follows  like  a 
hearse  after  him,  ready  to  grasp  and  retain  his  victims. 
"And  there  was  given  unto  them  authority  over  the 
fourth  part  of  the  earth,  to  kill  with  the  sword,  and  with 
hunger,  and  with  death,  and  with  beasts  of  the  earth" 
(Rev.  6:8). 

In  the  middle  of  this,  the  fourth  year,  the  Antichrist, 
called  also  "the  Beast  that  came  up  out  of  the  sea,"  will 


assert  himself  as  Emperor  of  the  World,  and  will  rule 
this  entire  world,  with  his  Capitol  perhaps  at  Rome,  be- 
cause he  will  actually  re-establish  the  old  Roman  World 
Empire,  whose  "dust"  is  now  scattered  all  over  the  world. 
Just  how  much  of  that  "dust"  has  blown  into  this  coun- 
try is  easily  seen!  That  world  Empire  was  smitten  on 
the  feet  shortly  after  Christ  was  crucified,  and  scattered 
over  the  world,  yet  as  "the  dust  of  summer  threshing 
floors"  still  existing,  and  waiting  to  be  swept  together 
and  reformed  into  an  empire  again.  In  the  above  quo- 
tation from  Revelation  6:8,  the  last  phrase  showing  how 
that  people  would  be  killed  by  "the  beasts  of  the  earth" 
will  be  only  a  repetition  of  what  was  a  daily  exhibition 
in  the  theatres  of  Rome,  and  other  cities  ruled  by  the 
Imperial  Roman  World  Government,  during  the  early 
days  of  the  Church.  We  are  told  in  Revelation  13:1-18 
how  this  World  Emperor  will  establish  himself,  "rising 
up  out  of  the  sea  having  seven  heads,  and  ten  horns, 
and  upon  his  horns  ten  crowns,  and  upon  his  heads  the 
name  of  blasphemy. 

"These  ten  horns  are  explained  in  Daniel  7:24,  and 
also  in  Revelation  17:12  to  be  ten  kings,  or  rulers,  and 
the  entire  vision  is  of  the  last  form  of  Gentile  World 
Power,  a  confederated  ten-kingdom  empire  covering 
the  sphere  of  authority  of  ancient  Rome.  Revelation 
13:1-3  refers  to  the  ten-kingdom  empire;  and  verses  4 
to  10  refer  to  the  Emperor,  who  is  emphatically  the 
Beast,  who  is  known  in  Daniel  7:24-26  as  the  'little 
horn,'  and  the  'desolator'  of  Daniel  9:27;  the  'abomina- 
tion of  desolation'  of  Matthew  24:15;  the  'man  of  sin'  or 
2  Thess.  2:4-8;  earth's  last  and  most  awful  tyrant, 
Satan's  instrument  of  wrath  and  hatred  against  God  and 
His  followers.  To  him  Satan  gives  the  power  he  offered 
Christ"    (Schofield). 

He  will  have  a  false  prophet  with  a  Christ-denying 
church,  to  support  and  enforce  his  decisions.  This  false 
prophet  will  be  Satanically  empowered  to  perform  mir- 
acles, making  the  Emperor's  Image  speak,  as  well  as 
giving  the  same  image  life  (Revelation  13:15).  His 
following  will  be  all  those  "whose  names  are  not  writ- 
ten in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life"  (Rev.  13:8).  His  rule 
will  be  short,  only  3%  years,  from  the  middle  of  the 
4th  Seal  until  the  end  of  the  7th  Seal,  when  Jesus  Christ, 
as  KING  OF  KINGS,  AND  LORD  OF  LORDS  de- 
scribed in  Revelation  19:11-16  arrives  with  His  Bride,  the 
Queen,  to  Judge  the  world  in  Righteousness.  At  this  time 
the  World  Emperor  and  his  false  prophet  will  be  bound 
and  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone. 

In  making  a  summation  of  these  four  seals,  Alford 
makes  the  following  striking  statement:  "All  four  seals 
are  judgments  upon  the  earth;  the  beating  down  of 
earthly  power,  the  breaking  up  of  earthly  peace,  the  ex- 
hausting of  earthly  wealth,  arid  destruction  of  earthly 
life." 

(To  be  continued  in  two  weeks) 

••'■■'-■-  ••  •'•■  Cumberland,   Maryland. 
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^he  Church 


a  Liability  or  an  Asset 


Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart 


(A  Meditation  by  Brother  Stewart,  Pastor  of  the  flora 
Indiana,  Brethren  Church,  appearing  first  as  an  article 
in  "The  Hoosier  Democrat,"  of  Flora,  in  the  column, 
"From  a  Pastor's  Viewpoint.") 

THE  VALUE  OF  ANYTHING  is  judged  by 
what  it  is  able  to  accomplish.  A  manufactur- 
ing business  is  a  worthless  institution  unless  it 
can  produce  something  of  value  to  the  public.  We 
would  not  tolerate  a  school  that  did  not  and  could 
not  education  our  youth.  We  judge  the  value  of 
the  land  by  the  crop  it  produces.  Why  not  judge 
the  church  by  the  same  standards? 

Our  civilization  is  second  to  none,  and  we  are 
proud  of  it  and  should  be.  But  where  are  the 
roots  of  it  and  from  whence  does  it  receive 
strength  to  survive  ?  Make  some  comparisons  and 
any  intelligent  person  can  readily  see  that  where 
there  are  no  churches  there  is  little  or  no  civili- 
zation. 

The  first  thing  our  forefathers  did  when  they 
came  to  this  country  was  tO'  establish  the  church. 
They  had  deep  religious  conviction  which  was 
expressed  in  every  walk  of  life  and  was  the 
foundation  principle  upon  which  our  govern- 
ment was  founded.  That  conviction  instilled  into 
the  heart  of  our  people  has  been  the  tap  root  of 


honesty,  decency,  and  right  living  and  thinking. 
It  puts  value  into  our  property,  gives  protection 
to  our  homes  and  loved  ones.  Remove  the  church 
and  values  drop  and  security  for  our  homes  and 
loved  ones  is  gone,  and  we  have  what  communism 
wants  and  is  seeking  to  force  upon  the  entire 
world. 

We  are  on  the  receiving  end  of  the  line  for  all 
good  things  and  should  appreciate  it  enough  to 
support  and  nourish  the  one  institution  from 
whence  comes  all  these  good  things  we  have. 

Flora,  Indiana. 


uDanaDaannnnDnnnnDDaauannnnnnannnnannnannannnaDnnDnnnannaGDanannnnnnnannnnDDnaDDna 
DnDannnaDaannDnnnnnnnDannnnDDaDnnnaDnnaannnnDDanDnDaDannDnnnaanGaannnannnnnnaDDnnn 


Mechanics  of  Rightness 

The  right  way  is  the  only  way,  and  the  right- 
ness of  an  attitude  or  method  goes  down  through 
all  its  relations.  Rightness  in  mechanics  and  in 
morals  is  basically  the  same  thing.  We  make  a 
great  error  in  regarding  "moral"  as  meaning 
"trying  to  be  good."  It  means  trying  to  be  right. 

Unless  the  parts  of  a  machine  are  right,  power 
cannot  be  delivered,  service  cannot  be  rendered. 


The  only  kind  of  precision  tliat  fits  society  to- 
gether is  moral  precision,  which  is  the  science  of 
right  relations.  We  make  no  progress  as  long  as 
we  deny  this.  Our  motive  in  this  is  not  the  attain- 
ment of  some  kind  of  goodness  which  is  apart 
from  life  itself,  but  the  attainment  of  inherent 
rightness  so  that  this  complex  instrument  which 
we  call  society  may  efficiently  function. 

Morality  is  the  mechanics  of  rightness. — Henry 
Ford. 
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of  his  western  trip,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Crusader's 
Class   of  the   Hagerstown   Church. 

The  W.  M.  S.  Mission  Study  Book  Review  was  held 
recently.  Those  participating  in  the  program  were  dressed 
in  the  native  costumes  of  the  country  where  the  mis- 
sionary they  were  reviewing  had  served. 

The  Laymen's  Annual  Father  and  Son  Banquet  was 
held  the  evening  of  February  13. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. March  is  being  observed  as  a  Month  of  Evangelism, 
and  will  conclude  with  a  week  of  special  sei-vices  con- 
ducted by  Brother  J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  of  our  Wash- 
ington,  D.   C.   Church. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Brother  Ralph  E.  Mills  re- 
ports the  addition  of  three  new  members  by  baptism 
recently. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Brother  John  T.  Byler  notes, 
"In  a  short  time  we  hope  to  see  actual  excavation  and 
construction   on   our   new   building." 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  "Know  Your  Churches,"  a  radio 
program  sponsored  by  the  Interfaith  Department  of  the 
Newark  Area  Council  of  Churches,  featured  the  Newark 
Brethren  Church  in  a  half  hour  broadcast  on  February 
26th.  Pastor  W.  S.  Crick  conducted  a  panel  discussion 
in  which  he  was  assisted  by  Brethren  Ray  C.  Aspinall, 
of  our  Glenford  Church  and  Kenneth  W.  Hollinger  of 
Ziontown  Church  of  the   Brethren. 

"Family  Night"  was  observed  by  Newark  Brethren  on 
February   24th. 

MANSFIELD,  OHIO.  Mansfield  Brethren  was  host  to  a 
capacity  attendance  at  the  Northeastern  Ohio  Brethren 
Youth  Rally  held  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  February 
19th. 

FREMONT,  OHIO.  Congratulations  to  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Solomon,  in  the  arrival  of  Timothy  Lee 
Solomon,  6  lbs.,  5  oz.,  on  February  18th,  at  Samaritan 
Hospital,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  We  note  that  the  Pleasant 
Hill   Church   is  in  the  midst  of  a   remodelling  program. 

The  B.  Y.  C.  met  February  16th  and  helped  to  clean 
the  pulpit  furniture.  Following  a  supper  prepared  by  the 
mothers,  the  group  spent  their  time  making  posters  to 
be  placed  in  local  business  houses  announcing  the  Pleas- 
ant Hill  Revival  Services. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Canton's  re- 
cent  cash   day   brought  in   an   offering   of   $825.19. 

NORTH  GEORGETOWN,  OHIO.  Phil  and  Jean  Lersch 

were  guests  of  the  North  Georgetown  Brethren  on 
February  26th,  at  which  time  they  told  the  story  and 
showed  pictures  of  their  work  in  Europe  this  past  sum- 
mer. 

Ordination  Sei*vices  for  new  deacons  and  deaconesses 
will  be  held  on  March  4th,  with  Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora, 
of   Ashland   Theological    Seminary,   assisting   in   the   ser- 


vice and  bringing  the  morning  message.  In  the  evening, 
Brother  Flora  will  present  Holy  Land  pictures  pertaining 
to   the   Easter  story. 

Brother  Donald  Rowser  notes  the  purchase  of  a  new 
film  strip  and  slide  projector  by  the  organizations  of 
the  church.  It  was  dedicated  and  first  used  the  evening 
of  January  22nd. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  The  Gideons  are  scheduled  to 
conduct  the  morning  service  on  March  4th,  with  the  Lay- 
men  presenting   their   public   service   in   the   evening. 

On  March  11th,  Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora,  of  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  will  speak  at  the  morning  service, 
and  present  slides  of  the  Holy  Land  at  the  evening  ser- 
vice. 

Four  new  members  were  received  by  baptism  on  Feb- 
ruary 5th. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  C.  C. 
Grisso  was  the  guest  speaker  at  a  recent  Wednesday 
evening  service. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Brother  Spencer  Gentle  notes 
that  their  evening  church  attendance  has  been  averag- 
ing well  over  100  since  November  1st. 

Eleven  new  members  were  received  into  the  church  re- 
cently; 10  by  baptism  and  one  by  letter. 

We  note  by  the  Goshen  bulletin  that  Dr.  W.  I.  Duker 
is  on  the  road  to  recovery;  he  being  able  to  attend  ser- 
vices in  the  Goshen  church  on  February  12th. 

HOWE,  INDIANA.  BRIGHTON  BRETHREN.  Brother 
Smith  F.  Rose  has  been  given  a  call  to  serve  as  pastor 
for   another   year. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  The  Martin  Luther  film  is 
scheduled  for  the  South  Bend  church  on  March  11th,  a 
project  of  the  Laymen's  Organization. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Four  new  members  were  baptized 
and  received  into  the  church  on  February  5th. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Five  new  members 
were  received   recently. 

CHEYENNE,  WYOMING.  A  card  to  the  Editor  from 
Brother  Frank  W.  Garber,  notes  that  Brother  Garber  re- 
turned home  from  the  hospital  on  February  11.  He  was  in 
the  hospital  for  11  days.  He  says,  "I  took  my  first  car 
ride  yesterday  (Feb.  20th)  and  feel  fairly  well.  I  want 
to  thank  all  for  their  indulgence  in  prayer  for  me.  Prayer 
changes  things.  God  bless  you  all." 

Brother  Garber  also  notes  that  the  night  before  going 
to  the  hospital  he  baptized  a  man  and  wife,  a  young 
father  and  two  children,  making  a  total  of  nine  received 
recently  into  the  Cheyenne  Church. 

MANTECA,  CALIFORNIA.  Dr.  Claud  Studebaker  of  our 
Loree,  Indiana,  Church  was  the  speaker  at  the  organ- 
izational meeting  of  the  Northern  California  District 
Laymen,  held  in  the  Manteca  Church  the  evening  of 
February   17th. 
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^       "OPINION"       ^ 

H.  A.  Gossard 

WHAT   IS   YOUR  ANSWER? 

SOMEONE  SAID,  "Religiously  one  can  be  too  formal 
to  be  fundamental  in  observing  set  patterns."  I  agree 
ijinsofar  as  man-set  patterns  are  involved;  but  when  God 
Hsets  patterns,  I  do  not  agree  that  they  in  the  least  degree 
•should  be  unobserved.  I  have  no  desire  to  enter  into  an 
[argument  on  the  question;  but  I  am  ready  to  prove  by 
jscripture  there  is  no  ground  to  evade  any  God-set  pat- 
'tern;  for  if  He  set  it,  He  set  it  for  us  to  observe,  whether 
!  We   fully  understand   the   reason   for  it   or  not. 

When  scripture  sets  forth  an  obligation  it  defends  it 
against  any  refusal  without  any  explanation.  Jesus 
washed  His  disciples'  feet,  and  said  in  doing  it  that  He 
gave  the  "Example"  that  we  should  follow.  Peter  refused 
to  have  Jesus  wash  his  feet;  but  Jesus  said  "If  I  wash 
'  you  not  you  have  no  part  with  me."  Then  Peter  con- 
sented, even  not  knowing  why  Jesus  did  it  .  .  .  Jesus 
said  "What  I  do  thou  knowest  not  now,  but  thou  shalt 
know  hereafter."  When  that  hereafter  will  be  nobody 
knows;  it  might  be  some  time  upon  this  earth,  or  at  the 
Judgment. 

Everything  God  asks  of  us  is  for  a  great  purpose;  and 
no  person  is  wise  enough  tq/  offer  an  excuse  for  refusal. 
God  requires  of  us  nothing  for  which  he  will  not  amply 
reward  us  if  we  obey  His  command*  If  we  were  to  fully 
know  why  for  everything  before  doing,  we  would  never 
learn  many  of  the  necessary  acts  of  life. 

Some  of  the  most  essential  requirements  God  makes 
of  us,  we  know  little  of  the  deep  purpose  God  has  in 
them  for  our  welfare.  The  essential  thing  for  us  is  to 
humbly  obey  and  trust  God  for  the  reward  later.  I  be- 
lieve one  of  the  most  blessed  surprises  will  be  rewards 
for  things  we  did  that  God  asked  of  us,  though  we  did 
not  know  why  God  asked  them.  That  song,  "Trust  And 
Obey,"  is  good  advice  for  us  to  consider.  The  pei'son 
who  must  know  God's  reason  for  certain  requirements  be- 
fore yielding  to  His  will,  will  seldom  come  to  "the  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth."  We  learn  God's  Way  by  walking  in 
it;  for  it's  the  road  to  God's  School. 

Not  long  ago  a  person,  not  a  member  of  the  church  to 
which  I  belong,  asked  me  "Why  does  Jesus  require  that 
we  go  to  church  to  wash  feet,  since  it's  but  a  matter  of 
cleansing  the  feet?"  saying  further,  "We  do  that  at  home 
in  a  more  sanitary  way."  I  said,  "Sir,  I  have  little  con- 
fidence in  my  answer  being  accepted  by  you;  but  if  you 
will  answer  my  question  I  think  you  will  have  the  answer 
to  your  questions.  He  asked  "What's  your  question?"  Do 
you  always  know  the  reason  and  the  result  for  everything 
you  do  before  doing  it?  He  said  "No,  but  I  oft  do  things 
hoping  for  results  of  importance  to  follow."  I  replied, 
that  is  the  attitude  one  should  take  in  things  God  requires 
of  us.  He  said,  "That  is  true;  but  I  think  God  should  give 
a  reason  for  things  He  asks  of  us,  then  we  would  comply 
more  willingly."  I  said  that's  the  human  attitude  because 
of  impugnity;  man  too  often  mistrusts  God's  wisdom  and 
acts  as  though  he  knows  more  than  God.  Jesus  told  Peter 
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and  the  rest  of  the  apostles  while  washing  their  feet, 
that  they  would  know  why  He  did  it  hereafter.  It's  our 
duty  to  obey  and  let  the  unknown  blessing  follow.  Why 
should  we  be  paid  before  having  served?  (!)  He  asked  no 
further  explanation,  but  with  a  look  of  conviction  upon 
his  countenance  he  said  nothing  and  walked  slowly  away. 
When  one  questions  God's  wisdom  in  His  requirements  of 
us,  he  or  she  has  no  answer  to  their  own  question. 


»    »    » 


Our  Poet's  Corner  « 


INFINITE 

Man's  ingenuity  has  changet^  the   entire  world; 
Its  boundaries,  its  speech,  its  secrets  lie  revealed; 
Man's  power  circles  the  vast  regions  of  the  globe 
And  yet,  God's  eternal   knowledge  is  still   sealed. 

Man  has   not  fathomed   the  elemental   truths, 

Life  and  love  and  birth  and  death  are  mysteries  still; 

We  are  but  puppets  acting  on  a  scenic  stage, 

Mere   actors   moved   and   controlled    by   God's    great   will. 

Man  has   not  rent   the   veil  that  holds   the  singing  stars, 
Though  silver  wings  have  long  since  found  the  speed  of 

light. 
The  sun  still  shines  and  rules  the  universe  by  day. 
And  Luna's  chariot  still  dominates  the   night. 

Man  has  not  yet  learned  to  control  the  elements. 
Nor  caused  the  sea  to  leave  its  deep  hewn,  rocky  bed. 
Nor  found  the  spark  called  life  that  makes  men  live  and 

breathe. 
Nor  given  breath  of  life  to  those  we  know  as  dead. 

Who  knows  how  soon  or  yet  how  far  the  hour  may  be 
When  God's   own   Son   shall   come   to   brush   the  darkened 

glass, 
And  we  who  live  in  Him  shall  understand  and  see 
Not   earthly   things — but  heavenly  glory    come   to   pass  ? 

■       ,:       •  ■■  .■     ,  Elizabeth  L.  Sargent. 


PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

February   11   to   February  21 

Previous   total    $2,689.13 

North  Georgetown  Brethren,  N.  Georgetown,  O..  47.60 

Brush  Valley  Brethren,  Adrian,  Pa 6.00 

Carleton   Brethren,  Carleton,  Nebraska    6.50 

Valley  Brethren,  Jones  Mills,  Pa 15.00 

Smithville    Brethren,    Smithville,    Ohio    ,  .  280.00 

Hazel    Keiser,    Bryan,    Ohio    1.50 

Anonymous      10.00 

Calvary  Brethren,  Pittstown,  N.  J 8.00 

Roann  Brethren,  Roann,  Indiana    28.88 

Teegarden   Brethren,  Teegarden,   Indiana    29.00 

Mrs.  Mahlon  W.  Werner,  Meyersdale,  Pa 3.00 

Meyersdale  Brethren,  Meyersdale,  Pa 100.00 

Warsaw   Brethren,  Warsaw,  Indiana    94.40 

Total  to   Feb.  21st   $3,319.01 
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POSSESSIONS 

Matt.  6:20 

Let  me  hold  lightly 

Things  of  this  earth; 

Transient  treasures, 

What  are  they  worth  ? 

Moths  can  corrupt  them, 

Rust  can  decay; 

All  their  bright  beauty 

Fades  in  a  day. 

Let  me  hold  lightly 

Temporal  things — 

I,  who  am  deathless,  • 

I,  who  wear  wings! 

Let  me  hold  fast.  Lord 

Things  of  the  skies,  . 

Quicken  my  vision. 

Open  my  eyes! 

Show  me  Thy  riches, 

Glory  and  grace. 

Boundless  as  time  is, 

Endless  as  space   ... 

Let  me  hold  lightly 

Things  that  were  mine — 

Lord,  Thou  dost  give  me 

All  that  is  Thine! 

— Martha  Snell  Nicholson. 

PHYSICALLY,  we  are  occupied  with  this  world;  spir- 
itually, with  this  world  and  the  next  (Luke  19:13). 
In  building  a  life  that  will  never  cease  we  do  not  want  to 
short  ourselves  (Luke  14:18-20).  If  we  are  mindful  only 
of  earthly  treasures  we  are  bankrupt  for  eternity  (Matt. 
16:26).  In  accumulating  on  earth  we  need  to  keep  in  mind 
our  limited  stay  here  (Heb.  13:14),  that  life  is  but  a 
vapor  (James  4:14;  1:10,  11),  and  that  this  present 
world  is  not  friendly  to  the  God  of  our  salvation  (1  John 
2:13-17;   James   4:4). 

"It  is  not  what  we  earn  that  makes  us  rich 

As  riches  are  really  known. 
But  how  honest  we  are  as  we  lay  our  hand 

On   what  we   call   our  own. 

It  is  not  what  we  keep  that  gives  us  peace 

In  an  age  when  peace  is  rare, 
But  how  truthful  we  are  as  we  lay  aside 

Our  own  and  the  Master's  share. 

— Church  Chimes. 

We  are  stewards  and  not  owners  (1  Chron.  29:14-16; 
Deut.  8:18;  Hag.  2:8;  Eccles.  5:19).  Stewards  have  to 
give  an  accounting  of  their  stewardship  (Luke  16:2).  It 
is  for  our  good  to  give  or  God  would  not  have  commanded 


that  we  be  givers  (1  Tim.  6:17-19;  Heb.  13:16;  2  Cor. 
8:7).  Christ  gave  us  an  example  in  giving  (2  Cor.  8:9). 
We,  in  turn,  are  to  be  an  example  to  others  in  giving 
(2  Cor.  9:2).  The  grace  of  giving  is  for  the  reflex  in- 
fluence that  it  has  upon  our  own  selves  (Prov.  11:25; 
Isaiah  58:10,  11;  Mai.  3:10).  It  is  not  to  give  unless  it 
really  costs  us  something  (2  Sam.  24:24).  We  are  to 
labor  so  that  we  may  have  something  to  give  (Acts 
20:35;  Eph.  4:28).  We  are  to  give  as  we  are  prospered 
(1  Cor.  16:2;  Deut.  16:10,  11).  We  are  to  give  when  we 
appear  before  the  Lord  (Deut.  16:16). 

Some  of  the  heavenly  treasures  are  the  prepared  man- 
sions  (John  14:1-3),  eternal  life   (John  6:27),  a  crown  of) 
glory   (1  Peter  5:4),  the  sonship  of  God  and  likeness  of 
Christ    (1   John  3:2),  joint  heirship    with    Christ     (Rom.  , 
8:16-18),  the   loved   ones   in   Jesus  gone   before   and   the 
souls  we  have  won  for  Him   (1  Thess.  2:19,  20). 


Lesson 

Comments 

by 
William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson   for   March   11,   1956 

JESUS    INTERPRETS    HISTORY 

Lesson:    Luke   21:29-36 

THE  LOST  DOCTRINE  OF  THE  CHURCH!  This 
would  be  an  appropriate  title  for  the  subject  of  the 
Second  Coining  of  Jesus  Christ.  Seldom  is  it  taught  or 
preacheci  in  our  churches  today.  How  tragic!  Especially 
so  when  we  see  the  prominent  place  it  has  in  the  Word 
of  God,  and  in  the  teachings  of  our  Lord.  It  would  be- 
hoove us  to  get  back  to  teaching  what's  in  The  Book! 

In  His  teaching  ministry  Christ  dealt  with  the  past. 
the  present,  and  the  future.  He  spake  often  of  the  past 
with  reference  to  the  Old  Testament  Prophets  and  their 
ministry.  He  was  continually  reminding  His  followers  of 
their  present  duties  and  responsibilities  to  God  and  their 
fellowmen.  And  He  instilled  hope  within  the  hearts  of 
the  faithful  by  referring  to  the  future  glories  that 
awaited  them. 

In  Luke  21,  which  is  our  lesson  text,  Jesus  endeavored 
to  interpret  for  His  disciples  the  futui'e  events  of  his- 
tory which  were  to  take  place.  Some  of  these  events 
have  already  been  fulfilled,  such  as  the  destruction  of  the 
temple  and  the  Holy  City  of  Jerusalem.  Some  are  being 
fulfilled  before  our  very  eyes.  Some,  however,  cannot  be 
explained  in  the  light  of  history,  and  are  yet  to  be  ful- 
filled— perhaps  in  our  day! 

Jesus  told  His  followers  that  definite,  clear-cut  signs 
would  precede  His  Coming: 

1.  Signs  in  the  Earth — "And  there  shall  be  signs  in  the 
sun,  and  in  the  moon,  and  in  the  stars;  and  upon  the 
earth  distress  of  nations,  with  perplexity;  the  sea  and 
the  waves  roaring"   (vs.  25). 

2.  Signs  in  Men — "Men's  hearts  failing  them  for  fear, 
and  for  looking  after  those  things  which  are  coming  on 
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he  earth:  for  the  powers  of  heaven  shall  be  shaken" 
vs.  26). 

3.  Signs  in  Israel — "Behold  the  fig  tree,  and  all  the 
rees;  when  they  now  shoot  forth,  ye  see  and  know  of 
our  own  selves  that  summer  is  now  nigh  at  hand"  (vs. 
9-30). 

Christ  said  all  this  would  come  to  pass  with  certainty, 
,nd  then  He  would  appear  the  second  time,  for  "Heaven 
,nd  earth  shall  pass  away:  but  My  words  shall  not  pass 
way." 

Because  He  was  coming  back,  our  Lord  gave  emphatic 
nstruction  as  to  the  conduct  of  His  people.  He  said  to 
hem  (and  to  us) : 

1.  I  am  coming  back,  therefore,  take  heed  to  your- 
elves,  lest  your  hearts  be  so  loaded  down  with  self- 
ndulgence,  and  drunkenness,  and  worldly  worries,  that 
'e  will  not  be  prepared  when  I  do  come   (vs.  34). 

2.  I  am  coming  back,  therefore,  ever  watch  and  al- 
ways pray,  so  that  ye  may  be  counted  worthy,  by  My 
leavenly  Father,  to  escape  the  terrible  judgment  that 
hall  fall  upon  the  ungodly   (vs.  36). 

Jesus  is  coming  to  earth  again.  What  if  it  were  today? 
iloming  in  power  and  love  to  reign,  What  if  it  were  to- 
I  day? 

Coming  to  claim  His  chosen  Bride,  all  the  redeemed  and 
j  and  purified, 

)ver  this  whole  earth  scattered  wide.   What  if  it  were 
today?" 

Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  is  coming  again!  There- 
ore,  in  the  light  of  this  important  fact,  let  us  WATCH! 
VAIT!  WORK! 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 


LOOKING  AHEAD 

TT  IS  NOT  TOO  EARLY  for  us  to  start  think- 
ing about  our  plans  for  General  Conference  in 
I^ugust.  To  some  of  you  in  the  local  churches  tliis 
pight  seem  like  rushing  the  season,  sort  of  like 
j)utting  Santa  Glaus  in  the  window  in  October 
[I've  seen  that  happen,  too!)  But  I  am  not  think- 
ing of  it  in  that  sense.  It  won't  take  you  until 
\ugust  to  make  up  your  mind  as  to  whether  or 
lot  you  will  attend  Conference,  and  if  you  know 
LOW  that  you  will  attend,  probably  you  can  raise 
jhe  "wherewithal"  before  these  six  months  be- 
ome  history. 

SITUATION  ABNORMAL 

As  I  begin  to  think  about  tying  together  some 

30se  ends  here  and  there  for  General  Conference, 

find  it  necessary  to  call  to  mind  various  inci- 


dents and  happenings  during  the  last  Confei"- 
ence.  I  believe  that  you  will  agree  with  me  tliat 
our  General  Conference  is  the  climax  of  the 
entire  church  year.  It  should  be  the  spiritual 
climax,  as  well  as  the  social  climax,  the  time 
when  good  Brethren  get  together  to  fellov/ship, 
to  attend  inspirational  services,  and  to  take  part 
in  the  business  sessions  and  presentations  of 
various  boards.  Individuals  who  attend  Confej-- 
ence  ought  to  go  away  with  a  desire  to  linger  a 
while  longer,  as  many  do  have  that  desire  each 
year. 

But  there  are  some  things  which  need  to  be 
thought  about;  things  which  are  not  so  pleasant 
to  the  Christians  who  like  to  have  mountain-top 
experiences.  Fortunately,  these  things  are  rela- 
tively few  in  number.  Nevertheless,  they  must  be 
mentioned  and  discussed  among  sincere  groups 
of  believers,  I  do  not  desire  to  offend  anyone, 
therefore  I  approach  this  matter  with  caution. 

You  adults  know  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
time  spent  each  year  in  preparing  the  Brethren 
Youth  Conference.  You  know,  too,  that  many 
youth  make  sacrifices  to  take  part  in  the  ses- 
sions, and  some  put  themselves  out  a  lot  just 
to  attend,  perhaps  only  for  a  day  or  two.  You 
know  that  the  lives  of  young  people  are  easily 
influenced,  and  affected  a  great  deal  by  what  we 
sometimes  think  of  as  "small"  things.  You  know 
that  mass  psychology  holds  sway  over  any  group, 
and  especially  over  youth. 

For  a  couple  of  years  now,  at  least,  we  have 
been  quite  concerned  with  the  attitudes  of  some 
of  our  youth  at  Conference.  There  seems  to  be 
a  shift  in  the  thinking  of  some  of  our  people — 
both  youth  and  adults — as  to  the  purpose  and 
meaning  of  youth  conference.  One  or  two  dis- 
orderly youth  can,  and  often  do,  change  the  en- 
tire atmosphere  of  a  gathering  of  two  hundred 
young  people.  Even  though  the  majority  has  al- 
ways been  opposed  to  certain  behavior  of  irre- 
sponsible persons,  the  majority  is  affected  se- 
riously by  the  minority.  If  Junior  either  decides 
for  himself  that  he  will  attend  the  youth  confer- 
ence which  has  been  laboriously  prepared  for  his 
edification,  only  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  hi- 
larious time,  he  can  do  much  damage;  or  if  he 
is  "sent"  in  hopes  that  "they  can  do  something 
for  him  up  there,"  he  probably  will  rebell  against 
the  rules  and  standards  of  the  conference  and 
make  a  general  nuisance  of  himself.  If  Susie 
(the  name  is  selected  only  as  a  representative 

(Continuect  on  Page  15) 
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Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.   Dyoll  Belote 

CAN  YOU  SEE  THE  STARS? 

"I   have   learned,   in   whatsoever   state   I   am,   therewith 
to  be  content."  Phil.  4:11. 

A  GIRL  WHO  HAD  BEEN  BROUGHT  UP  in  luxury 
met  with  reverses,  and  was  compelled  to  find  em- 
ployment. While  she  had  been  reared  in  the  lap  of  lux- 
ury she  had  not  been  allowed  to  live  in  idleness,  and  so 
her  situation  brought  her  to  entering  the  teaching  pro- 
fession. And  so  it  wagi  that  a  friend  found  her  engaged 
at  her  chosen  task  in  a  small  prairie  town.  Thinking  to 
commisserate  her  on  the  seeming  incongruity  of  her  sit- 
uation the  friend  exclaimed,  "It's  dreadful  you're  being 
here.  How  can  you  endure  this  dull  work  and  this  ugly 
town?"  "Oh,"  the  teacher  replied,  "I  like  my  work  and 
I  have  many  friends  here."  Then  after  a  brief  pause  she 
added,  "You've  no  idea  how  beautiful  the  winter  sky  is 
above  this  treeless  prairie.  There  is  nothing  to  hide  the 
stars." 


That  young  woman  had  learned  the  secret  which  Paulj 
had  learned,  as  set  forth  in  the  text  of  our  study.  Shej 
was  possessed  of  inner  resources,  which  enabled  her  to'j 
rise  above  her  circumstances;  to  forget  the  things  which 
she  had  once  possessed,  and  to  find  her  satisfaction  inj 
the  place  in  which  her  lot  was  cast. 

Too  many  people,  when  they  are  cast  into  adverse  cir- 
cumstances and  conditions,  can  see  no  pleasant  or  attrac- 
tive surrounding  or  incident  in  life  for  them  in  any  view 
or  opinion  they  are  able  to  grasp.  Paul  had  a  "thorn  ir 
the  flesh,"  and  yet  he  could  assert  that  even  when  his 
prayer  to  be  relieved  of  the  burden  was  not  answered  at 
he  desired,  he  could  declare  that  he  was  therein  content 
His  assurance  lay  in  the  divine  promise  "My  grace  ii 
sufficient  for  thee,"  and  that  same  promise  is  vouch  i 
safed  to  us  today.  Contentment  is  not  to  be  found  ii 
having  our  circumstances  adjusted  to  our  likings  an( 
wishes,  but  in  "looking  up."  It  is  said  that  if  one  del] 
scends  into  a  well  that  is  deep  enough  one  can  look  U] 
and  see  the  stars  even  when  the  sun  may  be  shininji 
brightly.  So,  even  when  we  may  seem  to  have  been  driver 
to  the  depths  of  dense  darkness  and  despair,  one  ca: 
still  look  up  and  see  the  star  of  hope  which  is  illumine 
by  the  promise  "My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee,"  and  s 
find  satisfaction  and  peace. 
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name)  decides  that  she  will  flirt  with  some  Ash- 
land boys,  or  detract  the  attention  of  Billy  (same 
reason),  she,  too,  can  turn  upside  down  a  section 
of  the  conference. 

There  has  been  some  property  damage — 
enough  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  youth  and 
his  parents.  We  just  want  to  warn  you  that, 
starting  this  year,  more  drastic  measures  will 
be  taken  to  settle  such  matters.  Perhaps  one  way 
will  be  to  submit  the  signature  of  the  youth  dele- 
gate to  an  agreement  to  pay  all  damages  for 
which  he  is  responsible.  The  Youth  Board  has 
authorized  the  printing  of  delegate  credentials 
which  will  have  to  be  signed  by  the  pastor,  par- 
ent, and  church  official,  in  agreement  to  a  pledge 
before  being  accepted  on  the  conference  grounds. 
This  will  include  a  delegate  fee  which  heretofore 
has  been  collected  "when  we  catch"  the  delegate. 

WHAT  CONFERENCE  IS— NOT 

General  Conference  is  not  a  glorified  nursery, 
or  a  mass  baby  sitting  offer  for  youth  whose 
parents  either  have  not  controlled,  or  find  it  dif- 
ficult to  control  them.  Brethren  Youth  simply 
cannot  afford  to  jeopardize  its  program  in  the 
face  of  such  problems.  It  is  much  more  difficult 
to  attempt  to  control  a  wayward  youth  in  a  large 
gathering  than  at  home,  or  in  the  local  church. 
We  are  asking  that  the  local  church — and  par- 
ents— keep  in  mind  the  affect  that  such  youth 
will  have  on  others  when  they  send  them  to  con- 
ference. 

SMOKING  is  not  only  discouraged,  but  must 
be  prohibited. 

DRINKING  is  unforgivable. 

BAD  LANGUAGE  cannot  be  tolerated. 

PROPERTY  MUST  BE  PROTECTED. 

As  you  "talk  up"  conference  this  year,  "talk 
up"  the  kind  of  conference  which  we  wish  to 
keep,  year  after  year.  If  a  youth  cannot  be  con- 
trolled at  home,  then  he  must  be  discouraged 
from  attending  conference.  He  might  even  find 
that  there  will  be  no  facilities  for  him  upon  ar- 
rival. Remember  what  we  say:  BRETHREN 
YOUTH   MUST   "DIG   IN"   SPIRITUALLY! 


1^.^ 


n^he   y\/omens    /Corner 

"■^er^  e'oe^  s'oc?* 

b)!   Helen  Jordan 

THE  CHRISTIAN  GRACE  OF  GIVING 

"Moreover,  brethren,  we  make  known  to  you  the  grace 
of  God  which  hath  been  given  in  the  churches  of  Mace- 
donia; how  that  in  much  proof  of  affliction,  the  abundance 
of  their  joy  and  their  deep  poverty  abounded  unto  riches 
of  their  liberality.  For  according  to  their  power,  they  gave 
of  their  own  accord,  beseeching  us  with  much  entreaty  in 
regard  of  this  grace  and  the  fellowship  in  the  ministering 
to  the  saints."  II  Corinthians  8:1-4. 

ONE  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  GRACES  most  often  neg- 
lected is  the  giving  of  our  money  according  to  our 
power.  The  Christians  of  the  Macedonian  churches  gave 
even  beyond  their  power:  as  did  the  widow  who  cast  all 
her  living  into  the  temple  treasury.  These  early  Chris- 
tians were  well  known  for  their  deep  poverty  but  they 
became  rich  toward  God  by  their  giving. 

One  of  our  goals  in  the  W.  M.  S.  is  "definite  tithing 
instruction  presented."  One  of  our  members  has  made 
the  remai'k  many  times  that  10%  is  the  Lord's  money, 
and  our  offering  to  the  Lord's  work  should  go  beyond  the 
tithe. 

Jesus  is  not  only  watching  us  in  our  giving;  He  weighs 
our  gifts  in  the  balance  of  God  and  puts  its  value  on  it 
for  the  blessing  that  it  is  to  bring  us  in  eternity.  The 
giving  of  our  money  is  watched  over  by  Christ  and  must 
be  regulated  by  His  word. 

Even  more  than  this;  the  way  to  spend  the  rest  of  our 
money  is  a  sure  test  of  our  Christian  character  as  Jesus 
teaches  us  in  the  parable  of  the  talents.  Every  loving 
gift  to  God  strengthens  our  faith  and  our  love. 

It  is  also  a  blessed  privilege  to  give  to  the  poor  and 
needy  brethren  as  the  Macedonians  did.  The  money  we 
giv  away  is  a  source  of  greater  pleasure  than  that  which 
we  spend  on  ourselves. 

Miss   Zola    E.   Saum, 

LMell,  Iowa. 


TF  ANYBODY  says  that  a  Christian  is  a  man  from 
whose  life  the  possibility  of  sin  has  been  eradicated  T 
cannot  agree  with  him,  nor  do  I  believe  that  such  a  doc- 
trine is  to  be  found  anywhere  in  God's  Word.  No,  the  pos- 
sibility of  sin  is  with  us;  we  live  in  the  body  of  sin,  and 
we  will  be  with  it  until  we  die.  But  also  within  us  is  a 
mightier  power:  the  Spirit  of  Christ  Himself,  overcoming 
the  power  of  the  flesh.  Therefore  God  asks  me  His  child, 
and  each  one  of  us,  to  step  into  the  audience  chamber  of 
the  King  of  kings  and  yield  to  the  knife  for  the  pruning. 
"Every  branch  that  beareth  fruit,  he  purgeth  it,"  says 
the  Lord  Jesus,  "that  it  may  bring  fox'th  more  fruit" 
(John  15:2). — Alan  Redpath,  in  Victorious  Christian  Liv- 
ing,  (Fleming  H.  Re  veil  Co.). 


Brethren  Historical   library 

Manchester  Collega?:" 
N.    Manchester,   Ind* 
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By  John   Bechtel — 
"What   Do   You   Know?" 
Bible  Quizzes 

Paper,  35^ 
Bible  Treasure   Hunt 

Paper,  35f* 
"What's   Your   I.  Q.?" 
Bible  Quizzes 

Paper,  35^ 

By  Mabel  H.   Hansen — 
Scripture  Quiz   Book 

Enjoyable    Bible    quizzes. 

Paper,  35^ 

Guess  Who  Said   It? 

Bible  Character  quizzes  that  will 
have  you  guessing.  Paper,  35^ 

Bible  Games 

Easy-to-play  games  for  any  gath- 
ering. Paper,  33^ 

Popular  Bible  Games  for 
Everyone 

Young  and  old  alike  will  enjoy 
these.  Paper,  35<* 

Kid's  Bible  Quiz  Book 

Scripture  quizzes  especially  for 
children.  Paper,  35^ 

Guess  My   Name 

120   Bible  character  quiz   studies. 
Paper,  35^ 

More  Guess  My  Name 
Bible  Quizzes 

Bible  character  quizzes  for  all 
ages.  Paper,  35^ 

Bible   Problems,   Games 
and    Quizzes 

Instructive  fun  for  young  and 
old.  Paper,  35<* 

Bible  Quiz  Programs 

8  complete  and  excellent  pro- 
grams. Paper,  35^ 

By  Mabel  H.   Nance — 

Detect  the   Errors   Quiz   Book 

35  catchy  and  entertaining  quiz- 
zes from  the  Bible.  Paper,  35<* 
Easy-to-Play   Bible   Games 

Educational  Bible  games  that  are 
fun   to   play.  Paper,  35^ 

Kid's  Program  Book 

Contains  eight  full  quiz  pro- 
grams of  fun  and  Bible  instruc- 
tion. Paper,  35(f 


FOR  ALL  TO  PLAY 


By   Vernon  Howard 

Bible   Puzzles  and  Quizzes 

Lively   Bible   Quizzes 

Missionary   and    Geography 

Quizzes 

Paper,  each,  i5i 
Quickie   Quizzes 
12    books    in    this    series    are: 
Men  of  the  Old  Testament 
Men  of  the  New  Testament 
Women    of    the    Bible 
Books   of   the   Old   Testament 
Books   of   the   New   Testament 
Favorite   Bible   Stories 
Favorite   Old  Testament  Verses 
Favorite  New  Testament  Verses 
Nature    and    the    Bible 
Jesus  and  His  Friends 
Bible   Geography 
The   Book   of   Genesis 
Especially  designed  to  stimulate  the 
thinking   of    juniors    and   intermedi- 
ates  with   regard   to   the  Bible.     12 
booklets    in    this    series.     Each    32 
pages.     2%"  X  2".    Colorful    2-color 
cover.  Each,   10^ 

By  F.  H.  Moehlmann — 
"True  or  False"  Contests 
on  the  Bible 

It's    fun    to    find    out    which    are 
right    and    wrong.  Paper,  50?! 

"True  or  False"  Contests 
on  the  Bible  No.  2 

25    quiz    games    that    will    have 
you  guessing.  Paper,  50«' 

Bible  Name  Quiz 

You'll    enjoy    guessing    the    char- 
acters   described.  Paper,  50<* 

"It's  in  the  Bible"  Quizzes 

To  help  you  increase  your  Bible 
knowledge.  Paper,  50^ 

"Tell   Me  Quick"  Bible 
Quizzes 

To  challenge  your   Bible  knowl- 
edge. Paper,  50^ 

Bible  Quizzes  on  the  Life  of 
Our   Lord   Jesus   Christ 

To    help    you    learn    more    about 
the   Saviour.  Paper,  50^' 

"Who    Can    Tell?"   Bible 
Quizzes 

Quizzes    about    Bible    characters, 
events,  etc.  Paper,  50^ 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Dr. 
Walter  C.  Davis,  retired  Superintendent,  Johnstown  City 
Schools,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Third  Church  the  morn- 
ing of  February  26th. 

The  film,  "Martin  Luther,"  was  shown  the  evening  of 
the  26th. 

The  Father  and  Son  banquet  was  held  the  evening  of 
February  27th. 

Professor  Edwin  E.  Boardman,  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  was  guest  speaker  at  both  services  on  March 
4th. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  The  month  of  March  has  been 
set  aside  as  "Church  Attendance  Month,"  under  the  slo- 
gan, "March  to  Church  in  March." 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.— QUIET  DELL,  PENNA.  During 
the  illness  of  the  pastor,  Brother  Cecil  Bolton,  Jr.,  vis- 
iting ministers  have  been  taking  care  of  the  preaching 
services.  Messages  were  brought  on  February  19th  by 
Rev.  Earl  Slayton  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Cameron  and  on  February  26th  by  Rev.  Barney  Stephens 
of  the  First  Christian  Church.  Carl  Sands  has  been  in 
charge  of  the  services. 

SMITH VILLE,  OHIO.  "The  Harmonettes,"  a  sextette 
from  Rittman  High  School,  furnished  special  music  in 
a  recent  worship  service  in  the  Smithville  Church. 

Phil  and  Jean  Lersch,  of  Ashland,  are  the  scheduled 
speakers  on  March  11th.  They  will  show  pictures  and  tell 
of  their  work  in  a  Brethren  Service  Camp  in  Europe 
last  summer. 

We  note  that  Brother  Robert  Hoffman  began  his  fourth 
year  of  service  with  the  Smithville  Brethren  the  last  of 
February. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Brother  L.  V.  King  had  the  ex- 
perience recently  of  baptising  a  boy,  the  boy's  father, 
his  great  uncle,  and  his  great-great  uncle,  ranging  in 
ages  from  8  to  81  years.  Also  another  boy,  who  will  be 
8  in  May,  and  who  is  now  the  youngest  member  of  the 
Louisville  Church. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  The 
Junior  Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Betty  Rowsey  Isen- 
hart,  celebrated  its  second  anniversary  with  a  special 
service   on   February   26th.   The   Choir  was   started  two 


years  ago  with  nineteen  children  present,  ranging  in 
ages  from  five  to  fourteen.  At  the  present  time,  the  choir 
still  averages  nineteen  at  rehearsals.  Fifteen  of  the  orig- 
inal voices  are  still  in  the  Choir,  and  these  were  hon- 
ored with  the  presentation  of  two  year  award  pins. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


COMING  EVENTS 

BERLIN,  PENNSYLVANIA.  Evangelistic  Services- 
March  18-25 — Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  Evangelist, 
Rev.    Lyle    I.    Lichtenberger,   Pastor. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Spring  Revival— March  12-25 
— Rev.  Ivan  Sisk,  Dayton  YFC  Director,  Evangelist;  Rev. 
John  T.  Byler,  Pastor. 

AKRON,  INDIANA.  Spiritual  Emphasis  Week— March 
18-25 — Rev.  Clarence  S.  Fairbanks,  Speaker;  Rev.  Ralph 
McFadden,  Pastor. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Lenten  Services— March  11-16— 
Rev.  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  Speaker;  Rev.  H.  Francis  Berkshire, 
Pastor. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  Honorable  Theodore  R. 
McKeldin,  Governor  of  Maryland,  Special  Speaker — 
Sunday  evening,  March  18th — Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum, 
Pastor. 

FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA.  Revival  Services— Begin- 
ning March  11th.  Rev.  J.  Milton  Bowman,  Pastor. 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  RALLY 
MASONTOWN  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

Masontown,   Pennsylvania 
March  11th— 7:30  P.  M. 

This  Rally  is  for  aU  young  people  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Churches.  A  fine,  inspirational  program 
has  been  planned,  as  well  as  food  and  fun. 

Please  let  Mr.  Charles  Berkshire,  Masontown, 
Penna.,  know  how  many  plan  to  attend  this  rally. 

Ida  S.  Kimmel. 
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H  Gall    10  Service 


WHEN  WE  HAVE  BEEN  TO  CHURCH,  we 
go  away  with  mingled  thoughts  in  our 
minds.  We  are  either  left  uninspired,  or  we  are 
lifted  up  to  higher  planes  of  Christian  living  and 
service.  Our  leaving  the  church  after  the  services 
should  be  as  great  a  thrill,  or  greater,  than  our 
approach  to  the  services,  because  of  the  blessings 
received. 

The  Psalmist  said,  "I  was  glad  when  they  said 
unto  me,  let  us  go  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord." 
What  joy,  what  happiness  centered  in  the  heart 
of  the  Psalmist  as  he  anticipated  the  songs,  the 
prayers,  the  messages  of  the  temple  worship. 
What  supreme  happiness  should  fill  our  souls,  as 
we  too,  anticipate  our  attendance  at  our  church's 
services.  Much  has  been  written  about  the  prepa- 
ration of  our  hearts  and  minds  for  the  church 
services.  But  what  about  conditioning  ourselves 
to  the  hours,  and  days,  which  follow  the  ser- 
vices ? 

As  we  leave  the  services,  as  the  doors  of  the 
church  close  behind  us,  what  are  our  thoughts, 
our  meditations?  They  can  center  in  several 
things : 

First,  On  what  we  have  heard.  Did  we  hear 
the  Lord  speaking  to  our  hearts?  Did  the  music, 
the  worship,  the  message,  speak  directly  to  our 
hearts?  Did  we  permit  the  Holy  Spirit  to  speak 
to  our  soul  in  such  a  way  that  the  problems  of 
life  and  the  burdens  became  easier.  Was  sin  reck- 
oned with  and  removed  through  our  recommit- 
ment to  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Son  of 
the  Living  God  and  the  Saviour  of  our  soul? 

^  Second,  On  the  Challenge,  or  lack  of  it,  in  the 
service.  Every  hour  of  worship  should  have  its 
challenge.  Perhaps  even  from  the  most  unlikely 
service  will  come  a  challenge  to  some  person  to 
forsake  sin,  to  dedicate  his  or  her  life  to  full  time 
Christian  service.  A  half -frozen  young  man,  many 
years  ago  stopped  in  a  country  church  one  Sun- 


day evening  to  get  warm.  He  and  the  minister, 
because  of  the  storm,  were  the  only  ones  present. 
Yet  out  of  that  service  came  the  young  man,  hav- 
ing heard  the  gospel  of  Christ,  having  given 
himself  to  Christ,  to  become  one  of  the  world's 
greatest  evangelists  of  a  generation  ago.  Are  our 
hearts  open  to  the  challenge  of  Christian  service  ? 

Third,  On  plans  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  How 
eagerly  we  should  look  forward  to  attend- 
ing the  services  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  How 
we  should  not  wish  to  rush  away  as  soon  as 
the  Amen  is  sounded.  Is  there  not  much  advan- 
tage in  post-service  fellowship  of  the  members, 
and  visitors?  That  is,  not  to  talk  about  all  the 
happenings  of  the  past  week,  nor  to  discuss  the 
plans  of  the  new  week,  necessarily,  BUT,  rather 
to  talk  one  with  another  about  the  refreshing 
blessings  showered  upon  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
the  services. 

So,  after  the  service  we  leave.  To  a  new  week 
we  gO'.  To  new  trials,  to  new  victories.  Yes,  it 
is  joyous  to  know  as  we  leave  the  services  that 
we  have  the  full  assurance  of  the  words,  "He 
walks  beside  me  in  the  way.  What  a  wonderful 
Saviour."  Joy  and  peace  and  enthusiasm  should 
show  on  our  faces,  coupled  with  a  gravity  of  the 
seriousness  of  our  responsibilities  as  the  gospel 
witnesses  to  our  fellowmen.  Joy  should  show  be- 
cause we  have  a  God  who  never  fails.  Concern 
should  show  because  of  the  lost  condition  of  so 
many  around  us.  Then,  with  joy  in  our  hearts  and 
concern  in  our  soul,  we  should  go  forth  resolved 
to  live  true  to  Him  and  to  be  a  faithful  witness 
for  Him  every  hour  of  the  day. 

Yes,  it  is  a  joy  to  go  to  Church,  It  is  a  privi- 
lege we  enjoy  in  this  land  of  ours.  It  is  also  a 
joy  to  go  forth,  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  God  to 
take  our  place  beside  the  great  host  of  witnesses 
which  our  Lord  has  for  Him  this  day  in  this 
world  of  sin.  W.  S.  B. 
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Brethren  Church  History 

by  Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum 


ALEX  MACK,  the  Merchant 


THE  THIRD  CHILD,  there  had  been  a  daughter  and 
a  son,  to  be  born  to  Rev.  Jacob  Mack,  on  Brown's 
Run,  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  on  March 
18,  1834.  He  was  given  the  old  family  name  of  Alexan- 
der. However,  all  the  years  of  his  long  life,  his  name 
was  shortened  by  those  who  knew  him,  to  Alex,  and 
Alex  he  became  to  the  numerous  folk  who  came  to  know 
him  over  a  long  span  of  life.  Two  children  were  yet  to 
be  born,  a  sister  and  a  brother,  later  making  the  family 
of  Elder  Jacob  Mack  consist  of  five  children. 

The  old  house  is  still  standing,  though  remodeled  from 
time  to  time.  The  old  mill,  operated  by  Elder  Jacob 
Mack,  has  gone  the  way  of  many  things.  It  was  dam- 
aged by  flood  waters  in  1889,  and  was  never  rebuilt. 
This  year  is  still  spoken  of  as  "the  year  of  the  Johns- 
town flood." 

Young  Alex's  grandfather,  also  named  Jacob  had  emi- 
grated to  Licking  County,  Ohio  before  the  birth  of  Alex. 
Alex's  father,  Jacob,  moved  into  the  Mill  property  and 
took  over  the  operation  of  the  Mill.  The  move  to  Ohio 
was   some   time   before   the  birth   of  the   subject  of  this 


ALEX  MACK 
of  Masontown 


article.  Even  though  distance  separated  them,  correspon- 
dence was  always  kept  up  between  the  Ohio  and  the 
Pennsylvania  kin.  The  line  of  Alex  Mack's  ancestry  was, 
Alexander  Mack,  Alexander  Mack,  Jr.,  William  Mack, 
Jacob  Mack,  Jacob   Mack   and  Alexander  of  the  article. 

Elder  Jacob's  wife  was  formerly  Catherine  Longan- 
ecker,  a  family  name  very  prominent  in  that  section  of 
the  state.  It  may  be  stated  in  this  connection,  that  her 
health  failing,  she  died  in  1855  and  is  buried  in  the  Fair- 
view  Church  of  the  Brethren  Cemetery  near  by  the 
Church  just  south  of  Masontown. 

It  would  seem  that  the  first  trade  given  consideration, 
and  the  Macks  believed  in  work,  was  that  of  Miller.  So 
young  Alex  shuffled  the  grain  sacks  around,  lubricated 
the  bearings  in  need,  watched  the  water  levels,  and  gen- 
erally made  himself  handy  around  the  mill  on  the  Run. 

Wrestling  heavy  sacks  must  have  been  a  discouraging 
job  for  the  small  lad,  for  he  was  never  robust.  During 
his  entire  life  he  never  weighed  over  135  pounds.  He 
was  not  content  to  spend  his  life  within  sound  of  the 
whirling  mill  stones,  but  aspired  to  something  differ- 
ent. In  an  old  communication  he  states,  "I  was  bom  on 
Brown's  Run,  a  mile  from  Masontown,  March  18,  1834; 
my  parents  were  Jacob  Mack,  a  Dunkard  Preacher,  and 
Catherine  Longanecker.  In  my  youth.  I  learned  the  miller's 
trade  and  ground  wheat  and  com."  He  states  that  as  a 
boy  he  learned  to  chew  tobacco,  but  when  he  went  be- 
fore the  County  Superintendent,  Joshua  V.  Gibbons,  to 
take  the  examination  to  teach  school  he  advised  the  ap- 
plicants to  abstain  from  tobacco.  "I  quit  chewing  and 
haven't  used  tobacco  since."  Not  so  much  was  demanded 
in  those  days,  and  his  preparation  was  sufficient  for  him 
to  be  granted  a  certificate.  His  first  term  of  school  was 
taught  across  the  Monongahela  River  in  Greene  County, 
starting  when  Alex  was  22  years  of  age,  in  1856. 

For  twelve  terms  we  find  him  in  the  school  room, 
practically  all  spent  in  and  around  Masontown.  He  had 
as  many  as  66  pupils  in  one  room.  In  1865  we  find  him 
leaving  the  school  room.  This  was  the  closing  period  of 
the  Civil  War.  He  entered  another  line  of  work.  He  had 
received  for  his  highest  salary  the  sum  of  $28.00  per  month. 
Country  school  teachers,  apparently  there  was  a  differ- 
ence in  pay,  received  from  $18.00  to  $20.00  per  month. 
He  says,  "I  taught  everything  from  Algebra  to  Engineer- 
ing." He  must  have  taught  a  good  school  or  schools,  for 
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he   was   able   to   conduct   them   without   corporal   punish- 
ment, so  common  in  those  days. 

While  he  was  teaching,  he  married  Elmira  Josephine 
Albaugh,  March  27,  1862.  Rev.  James  P.  Baird,  a  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Minister  officiated  at  the  ceremony 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Masontown. 

In  1865  he  started  business  in  Masontown  as  a  Mer- 
chant, on  the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  West  Church 
streets.  When  he  started  it  is  unlikely  that  the  streets 
were  named,  as  the  place  was  just  a  small  village,  not 
too  long  before  known  as  Germantown.  There  was  but 
one  other  store  beside  the  one  owned  by  Mack,  and 
Provins,  his  partner.  After  two  years,  Alex  bought  out 
his  partner  and  conducted  the  store  under  his  own  name 
and  in  his  own  way.  The  building  though  changed  some 
is  still  being  used  for  a  store.  It  is  now  occupied  by  The 
Fair  Store,  owned  and  run  by  Mr.  Harry  Kaplan.  The 
writer  for  nearly  nine  years,  while  Pastor  of  the  Mason- 
town Brethren  Church,  lived  within  two  blocks  of  this 
corner  and  seldom  passed  without  a  thought  of  the  little 
man  long  passed  on,  who  operated  his  store  for  fifty 
years  on  that  location. 

Only  a  couple  newspapers  were  received  in  Masontown 
in  those  early  days  and  people  gathered  in  the  stores  to 
hear  the  news  of  the  War,  which  was  uppermost  in  all 
conversations.  Alex  Mack's  home  was  in  the  next  block 
south  from  the  store,  and  every  morning  about  four,  at 
the  latest,  early  risers  would  see  him  wending  his  way 
to  the  store  building.  Here  by  the  light  of  flickering 
candles  he  would  get  things  ready  for  the  day.  He  said 
that  this  was  a  good  time  to  get  things  done.  Later  on 
his  store  had  an  additional  attraction  when  he  purchased 
a  brass  kerosene  lamp.  The  first  telephone  was  also  in- 
stalled in  his  store.  The  store  was  usually  kept  open 
until  nine  at  night,  thereby  bringing  to  an  end  a  long 
day.  He  told  how  he  bought  butter  and  eggs  in  large 
amounts,  taking  them  in  trade  from  his  customers.  There 
was  little  market  for  them  and  so  he  often  paid  as  much 
as  five  cents  a  dozen  for  them  and  sold  them  for  three. 
One   time   he   could   not   even   sell   them   for  that   so   he 


lugged  80  dozen  to  the  back  yard,  and  after  digging  a 
hole  buried  them  there.  He  stated  one  time,  "I've  sold 
everything  from  needles  to  a  grist  mill." 

We  are  including  with  this  article  a  picture  of  the 
store  taken  about  the  year  1905.  Charles  A.  Provance,  of 
Masontown  clerked  for  him  for  sixteen  years.  In  front 
of  the  store  may  be  seen  Charles,  the  tall  clerk  with 
the  little  short  proprietor  and  owner  standing  just  below 
him.  One  of  the  others  in  the  picture  who  can  be  iden- 
tified is  Jacob  DeBolt,  standing  by  the  pole.  Charles 
Provance,  now  in  his  early  eighties  has  often  regaled  the 
writer  with  stories  of  Alex  Mack  whom  he  knew  so  well 
and  intimately.  Jacob  DeBolt  also  lives  in  Masontown, 
and  he  and  the  former  clerk  are  faithful  members  of 
the  Masontown  Brethren  Church.  Numerous  people  have 
spoken  to  the  writer  of  the  enjoyment  of  going  to  Alex 
Mack's  store  in  days  now  long  past.  There  were  always 
little  things  for  the  kiddies,  candy  or  something  attrac- 
tive to  them.  The  blended  aroma  of  spices  of  the  old 
country  store  is  not  to  be  soon  forgotten.  He  adver- 
tised himself  as  "Alex  Mack,  Dealer  in  Yankee  Notions." 
When  Ohio  relatives  went  for  their  frequent  visits  back 
to  Masontown,  they  usually  returned  with  some  of  his 
unique  advertisements,   on  plates   or  various   objects. 

Alex  Mack  was  one  who  in  his  younger  days  could 
wield  a  vitriolic  pen.  Those  days  were  the  days  when 
the  country  was  torn  apart  by  the  strife  and  dissention 
which  precipitated  the  Civil  War.  The  writer  had  access 
to  one  of  his  old  letters  written  to  his  cousin,  Jonas 
Leckrone,  at  Brownsville,  Ohio,  August  1,  1861.  It  is 
written  in  a  bold  hand  with  numerous  flourishes.  In  it 
he  speaks  of  the  work  of  the  Church,  the  season,  Aboli- 
tionists and  the  high  price  of  goods.  We  quote  from  sec- 
tions, as  the  letter  is  too  long  to  give  in  its  entirety  in 
this  article:  "...  The  relations  here  are  as  well  as 
common  except  Pa;  he  has  not  been  able  to  do  much 
for  some  time,  in  consequences  of  a  pain  in  his  back; 
he  still  goes  about  but  not  much  more.  Mary  Longaneck- 
er  &  I  went  to  Uncle  'Jo'  Mosers  last  Saturday  and  to 
Meeting  at  the  Grove  on  Sunday;  also  at  singing  school 
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at  3  o'clock  at  the  same  place.  The  new  Church  is  weath- 
er-boarded &  ready  to  cover— the  shingles  are  there.  It 
will  be  much  nicer  than  Fairview.  It  will  be  done  early 
in    October,    by    the    time    you'll    be    here."  The   Grove 

Church,  is  no  longer  standing  but  the  Fairview  Church, 
of  which  Elder  Jacob  Mack  was  Pastor,  still  holds  forth 
on  the  hill  south  of  Masontown.  Rev.  Albert  Haught,  has 
been  Pastor  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  still  Pastor. 

As  to  Politics,  Alex  Mack  was  a  rabid  Democrat,  and 
a  passage  from  the  same  letter  to  his  cousin  Jonas  Leck- 
rone  does  not  mince  words.  "...  I  believe  that  there 
is  no  other  evil  more  fully  stamped  with  black  damna- 
tion than  Abolitionism  couched  under  the  name  of  Re- 
publicanism. I  would  love  to  see  Aunt  Agnes  &  her  sis- 
ter together  to  talk  the  subject  over,  but  I  have  little 
hope  that  it  would  do  good  for  they  (The  Abolitionists) 
are  as  devoid  of  reason  as  a  Blackbird  is  white,  or  as 
sugar  is  of  salt."  .  .  .  "We  finished  harvesting  here  yes- 
terday &  depend  it  made  me  tired.  Wheat  is  very  low 
oats  will  not  bring  more  than  lOcs  in  cash  &  even  at 
that  I  cant  tell  who  would  buy  more  than  50  bushels. 
In  our  district  last  summer  for  congress  the  fight  was 
on  Tariff.  High  Tariff  on  iron  &  then  the  good  times 
will  come;  Now  they  have  raised  the  Tariff  on  every 
thing  a  poor  man  wants  and  lored  it  to  $2  per  tun  on 
iron  So  we  have  GOOD  TIMES  with  a  vengeance.  Cof- 
fee is  25cts  a  lb.  &  that's  about  a  cent  a  swallow." 

He  adds  a  Postscript  to  the  letter  stating,  "I  will  in- 
close in  this  envelope  a  letter  to  S.  A.  Mack  (Sarah  Ann 
Mack,  who  made  her  home  with  the  Samuel  Deffenbaugh 
family.  Author)  Please  give  it  to  her.  I  have  a  three  cent 
piece  left  but  I  don't  want  the  Republicans  to  get  it  for 
nothing." 

Alex  Mack  bought  his  first  bill  of  goods  of  any  size 
from  a  supply  house  in  Philadelphia.  He  and  his  partner 
were  walking  down  the  street  when  some  bright  shiny 
red  berries  met  their  gaze.  They  looked  good  to  eat  so 
they  bought  some,  filling  their  pockets  a  little  on  the 
order  of  Benjamin  Fi-anklin  with  his  loaves  of  bread, 
and  started  to  eat.  They  soon  discarded  them,  for  this 
was  their  first  expei'ience  with  cranberries. 

Charles  A.  Provance  who  worked  for  him  sixteen  years 
was  a  faithful  and  loyal  clerk.  His  faithfulness  was  ap- 
preciated, and  after  he  had  been  an  employee  for  five  or 
six  years  when  Christmas  time  came  around  Alex  al- 
ways remembered  his  clerk.  He  was  given  five  twenty- 
dollar  gold  pieces  asi  a  gift.  Alex  Mack  did  not  wait  until 
Christmas  time  to  show  his  appreciation,  but  from  time 
to  time  during  the  year  smaller  gifts  of  gold  coins  were 
given  him. 

There  wei-e  two  younger  children  in  Elder  Jacob  Mack's 
family  of  his  first  marriage.  One  was  Nancy  who  mar- 
ried Mose  Fern  and  lived  near  Shinston,  West  Virginia, 
and  the  other  was  Jacob,  named  after  his  father.  He  was 
born  on  Brown's  Run,  June  27,  1845.  The  only  surviv- 
ing member  of  this  family  of  Jacob's  is  Warren  Mack 
of  310  West  Portland  Street,  Phoenix,  Arizona.  The 
writer  has  visited  him  twice,  in  his  Arizona  home,  the 
last  time  in  July  1955.  Our  time  was  too  short  spent 
in  this  hospitable  home  to  complete  our  visits,  but  suf- 
fice it  to  state  that  he  had  many  incidents  and  memories 
of  "Uncle  Alex,"  of  Masontown  where  Warren  was  bom. 
In  contrast  to  the  small  size  of  Alex,  Jacob,  his  younger 


CHILDREN   OF  JACOB  MACK 
1.  to  r.:  Fanny  Mack  Donahue,    Kathryn    Mack    Wells, 
Warren  Mack 


brother,  was  a  huge  man  over  six  feet  tall,  weighing 
more  than  200  pounds.  He  is  well  remembered  in  and 
around  Masontown  where  he  lived  and  in  Ohio  where  he 
frequently  visited.  In  as  much  as  there  were  so  many 
Macks  named  "Jacob,"  he  was  distinguished  by  being 
called  "Pennsylvania  Jake."  He  died  a  victim  of  Typhoid 
fever  December  19,  1898.  He  is  buried  at  Fairview 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

Warren  Mack,  who  was  born  at  Masontown,  December 
19,  1893,  as  far  aa  the  writer  knows,  is  the  only  sur- 
viving grandson  of  Elder  Jacob  Mack,  the  Dunkard 
Preacher. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alex  Mack,  celebrated  their  Golden  Wed- 
ding in  Masontown  in  March  1912.  It  was  a  gala  occa- 
sion with  numerous  guests.  The  little  old  man  was  at  his 
best,  though  there  remained  for  him  just  three  years 
more  of  life.  At  this  time  he  speaks  of  his  family, 
which  was  small  .  .  .  "We  had  one  child,  one  grand 
child  and  one  great-grand  child — Louis  Alexander  Phil- 
lippi,  Jr.,  now  six  months  old  and  the  boss  of  the  house- 
hold. He  and  his  parents  live  with  us  and  we  all  get 
along  in  perfect  harmony.  Our  daughter  was  Catherine 
Lenora,  who  married  William  M.  Sterling,  and  is  now 
deceased.  Her  daughter  Lillian  married  Mr.  Phillippi." 

The  late  Dr.  E.  K.  Wells,  of  Masontown  and  a  friend 
of  the  writer  for  a  number  of  years,  often  spoke  of  Alex 
Mack.  Dr.  Wells  had  married  Kathryn  Mack,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Mack,  and  the  niece  of  Alex  Mack.  One  time 
he  told  the  writer  of  the  occasion  when  Alex  Mack  was 
sick  and  in  need  of  his  services.  He  made  the  call  and 
found  the  old  gentleman  in  bed  with  his  neck  encircled 
by  the  stiff  collar  of  the  day  and  which  he  customarily 
wore.  The  Doctor  suggested  that  he  might  be  more  com- 
fortable if  he  removed  the  collar  and  donned  a  night 
shirt.  Dr.  Wells  stated  that  Mr.  Mack  replied,  "I  never 
owned  one  of  those  things."  Yet  his  store  when  it  was 
invoiced  a  few  years  afterwards  totaled  between  ninety 
and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  was  told  the 
writer  by  one  who  aided  in  the  invoicing,  Mr.  Herbert 
Johnson,  then  of  Masontown.  The  sad  picture  is  that  the 
fortune  he  had  taken  so  long  to  build  up  was  soon  dissi- 
pated following  the  death  of  Alex  Mack. 

Though  raised  in  a  Dunker  home,  the  son  of  a  Dunkard 
Preacher,  who  instilled  the  precepts  of  the  Dunker  faith 
in  him  from  his  youth  up,  Alex  Mack  never  affiliated 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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MISSIONARY    DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY   BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
524    College    Ave.,    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone:    39582 


Contributing    Editors:    W.    CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE.    Gen.    Se.'y. 
(MRS.)     IDA    LINDOWER,    Adm.    Assistant 


WASHINGTON  calling— 


EVERYBODY  LIKES  TO  HEAR  words  of  gratitude, 
encouraging  reports  and  enthusiastic  plans.  A  letter 
from  our  church  at  Washington,  embodying  all  of  these 
things,  arrived  in  the  office  this  past  week. 

Although  most  of  the  information  from  our  mission 
churches  comes  in  quarterly  reports,  which  are  rather  im- 
personal, occasionally  we  are  happy  to  receive  a  personal 
account  as  well  as  expressions  of  gratitude  to  the  denom- 
ination for  its  support  of  the  program,  such  as  we  re- 
ceived in  their  letter.  We  •  appreciated  this  fine  letter 
and  would  like  to  share  it  with  Evangelist  readers. 

February  8,  1956 
Reverend  W.  Clayton  Berkshire 
Secretary,  Mission  Board 
Ashland,  Ohio 
Dear  Sir: 

This  letter  is  written  to  tell  you  of  two  things:  (1) 
That  the  Washington  Brethren  Church  is  almost  free  of 
indebtedness  on  their  first  unit,  and  that  by  Easter  time 
we  plan  to  celebrate  the  complete  payment  of  all  indebt- 
edness. Then,  God  willing,  we  can  proceed  with  plans  for 
the  upper  structure  of  the  church  which  is  so  badly 
needed.  (2)  To  thank  the  Mission  Board  for  their  won- 
derful help  through  the  years,  and  to  remind  them  that 
we  have  come  this  far  only  through  their  financial  aid. 
Each  and  every  member  of  the  church  is  fully  cognizant 
of  the  fact  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  aid  rendered  us 
by  the  Mission  Board,  we  could  never  have  come  this 
far.  We  want  you  to  know  that  this  help  has  not  been 
taken  for  granted,  but  is  sincerely  and  fully  appreciated. 
Many  a  prayer  has  gone  up  from  this  congregation  for 
God  to  continue  to  bless  and  to  help  our  Board  who  are 
making  such  a  magnificent  effort  to  build  churches  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel. 


Last  October  1st  our  debt  was  approximately  $9,500. 
This  was  the  balance  after  we  had  made  a  tremendous 
effort  to  raise  funds.  All  the  church  had  agreed  to  pay 
something  over  and  above  what  they  usually  paid  in  on 
building  fund  day.  Each  working  member,  and  the  house- 
wives, if  possible,  hoped  to  pay  an,  extra  $100  during  the 
year. 

We  felt  that  everyone  had  made  a  gigantic  effort  and 
that  the  peak  had  been  given.  We  also  knew  that  each 
building  fund  day — every  four  months — we  attempted  to 
raise  $1,500.  It  would  take  us  over  a  year  and  a  half  to 
be  debt  free. 

We  prayed.  We  knew  what  we  wished,  but  we  knew 
that  without  the  help  of  God,  it  was  impossible.  Here  is 
what  happened:  Building  fund  day  in  October  we  raised 
$2,500;  Building  fund  day  in  February  we  raised  $4,500. 

Other  plans  have  been  carried  out  in  preparation  to 
to  the  completion  of  our  building.  Teacher  training  classes 
have  been  held.  A  new  class  for  young  married  people 
has  been  started,  with  eight  members — now  34.  Special 
instruction  courses  held  each  Tuesday  evening  for  this 
class.  Wednesday  evening  prayer  meetings  and  Bible 
study  this  past  year  have  been  studies  on  "How  to  Walk 
by  Faith,"  "What  it  Means  to  be  a  Christian,"  and 
"The  Bigness  of  Christ."  These  are  my  own  titles  for  the 
studies;  Reverend  Klingensmith  probably  titles  them  dif- 
ferently. All  these  studies  are  well  attended,  and  the 
discussion   periods  most  heartwarming. 

Do  pray  for  us  here  in  Washington  aa  we  learn  the 
walk  of  Faith. 


In  His  Service, 


Cecile  S.  Babcock. 


WORK  CAMP  FOR  KRYPTON 

(An  Appeal  for  "Guided  Muscles") 

OUT  OF  THE  EXPANDING  WORK  at  Krypton  comes 
the  Missionary  Board's  realization  that  Miss  Lowery 
needs  help — in  order  both  to  safeguard  her  health  and  to 
help  carry  out  the  growing  program  there. 

The  problems  arising  in  an  effort  to  send  this  help 
evolve  in  a  sort  of  house-that-jack-built  sequence — but  we 
are  sure  there  must  be  a  solution.  In  order  to  send  either 
temporary  or  permanent  helpers  for  the  work  at  Krypton, 
additional  living  quarters  are  needed;  therefore,  the  Board 
has  authorized  the  building  of  a  small  cement-block 
house  (about  three  rooms)  to  care  for  the  situation.  They 
are  hoping  to  recruit  some  "work-campers" — or  other 
qualified   volunteers — for   most    of   the    construction;    but 


when  these  volunteers  are  enlisted,  they  must  have  places 
in  which  to  stay — while  providing  permanent  housing  for 
additional  workers  at  Krypton.  (There  are  no  houses  to 
rent  or  even  share  in  the  area — nor  any  motels.)  This 
sounds  like  a  difficult  situation,  but  the  Board  is  confi- 
dent of  a  solution. 


EASTER  PUBLICITY 

Bulletins,  envelopes  and  other  Easter  publicity  items 
will  be  mailed  to  the  pastors  of  all  Brethren  churches  soon. 
Each  church  will  receive  as  many  bulletins  as  they  have 
indicated  that  they  need  for  these  special  Sundays.  Other 
publicity  items  and  envelopes  will  be  mailed  to  individual 
members  who  are  EVANGELIST  subscribers. 
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ALEX  MACK  THE  MERCHANT 

(Continued   from  Page   6) 


himself  with  the  church.  Some  may  say  why  this  article? 
The  author  feels  that  the  family,  the  belief  and  the  con- 
tacts made  on  so  many  lives  will  justify  the  space.  He 
was  an  attendant  at  the  Masontown  Brethren  Church,  and 
we  are  told  was  generous  in  his  support.  We  do  not  care 
to  pass  judgment  upon  Alex  Mack,  but  perhaps  there 
were  some  things  in  need  of  explanations  which  did  not 
come  his  way.  This  was  the  case  of  his  nephew  William 
Mack,  of  Uniontown  who  died  March  28,  1942  at  the  age 
of  81  years,  9  months,  and  9  days.  He  had  never  had 
some  matters  made  clear  to  him  until  during  his  last 
illness  when  the  Author  was  able  to  do  it  and  witnessed 
the  tears  roll  down  his  face  as  he  made  a  belated  con- 
fession and  choice.  The  writer  conducted  his  last  service 
in  Uniontown. 

During  the  last  years  of  Alex  Mack's  life  Dr.  Martin 
Shively  was  the  Pastor  of  the  Masontown  Brethren 
Church.  He  made  a  great  place  for  himself  in  the  lives 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Many  of  them 
spoke  of  those  days  to  the  writer  while  he  was  living 
there  as  Pastor  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Dr.  Shively 
spent  much  time  in  Alex  Mack's  store.  Here  many  friend- 
ships were  made.  Connections  that  are  lovingly  spoken  of 
today,  over  forty  years  this  side  of  that  time,  are  care- 
fully treasured.  Easter  time,  1915,  the  little  old  man  was 
unable  to  go  to  his  store.  He  was  confined  to  his  bed, 
and  lingered  until  July  13,  1915,  when  he  passed  from 
this  life  at  the  age  of  81  years,  3  months  and  25  days. 
Dr.  Martin  Shively  in  the  meantime  had  closed  his  Ma- 
sontown Pastorate  and  had  taken  up  the  work  of  Bursar 
at  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio.  He  was  notified  and 
came  to  Masontown  to  conduct  the  last  rites  of  his  friend 
of  the  past  years.  Burial  was  in  the  Ross  Cemetery  just 
across  the  road  from  the  Brethren  Church.  A  large  and 
imposing  marker  marks  the  resting  place  of  Alexander 
Mack.  Later  on  his  companion  moved  to  Los  Angeles, 
California,  with  her  relatives  and  died  there  November 
29,  1930.  However  her  body  was  placed  in  a  mausoleum 
and  not  brought  to  Masontown  until  1931  where  on  August 
27,  she  was  placed  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the 
Cemetery.  She  was  past  eighty  eight  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  her  death. 

A  hard  worker  and  seldom  sick,  Alex  Mack  stated 
that  he  had  lost  but  one  year  from  work  by  sickness 
and  then  said,  "I  believe  if  I'd  kept  on  taking  medicine 
I'd  be  in  the  house  yet  or  dead."  Thus  we  can  see  crop- 
ping out  some  of  the  fire  of  his  younger  days.  His  bus- 
iness thriving,  and  having  efficient  help,  he  took  two 
months  off  in  1907  and  leaving  the  care  of  the  business 
in  the  hands  of  his  faithful  clerk,  Charles  A.  Provance, 
he  made  a  trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  Two  nieces,  and 
granddaughter  accompanied  them  on  the  trip.  There  re- 
main some  pictures  of  this  trip  which  was  really  an 
adventure  and  the  subject  of  many  conversations  during 
his  remaining  years. 

Interested  in  the  Community  as  a  whole,  he  was  in- 
strumental in  organizing  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Masontown,  its  first  bank.  It  was  organized  in  one  of  the 
rooms  of  his  home  on  South  Main  Street  about  the  year 


1909.  Alex  Mack  was  its  first  President.  The  present 
bank  in  Masontown  is  a  continuation  of  the  Bank.  Ma- 
sontown has  come  a  long  way  from  the  time  it  was  a 
struggling  village  in  1865  with  two  stores,  the  Ross 
store  and  the  Mack  store,  to  a  prosperous  community 
today  with  some  5,000  people  within  its  corporation. 
There   are   various   stores   of   almost  every  desci'iption. 

Almost  every  language  may  be  heard  upon  the  streets 
of  Masontown  today.  Opening  the  Mines  brought  in  peo- 
ple of  many  nations.  Many  who  pass  down  the  street 
and  look  just  over  the  fence  may  wonder  as  they  notice 
the  imposing  tomb  stone  containing  the  name  of  ALEX- 
ANDER MACK,  just  who  may  he  have  been?  Never  the 
less  there  are  numerous  people  who  knew  him,  admired 
him,  and  in  whose  veins  flows  the  same  blood.  Many 
are  growing  old  and  gray,  who  as  children  learned  of  his 
graciousness  in  the  store  run  by  the  little  bearded  man, 
when  he  placed  in  their  little  and  sometimes  smudgy 
hands  the  piece  of  candy  or  little  trinket  ever  so  dear 
to  the  childish  mind.  Though  he  has  gone  on  with  nu- 
merous ancestors  and  friends,  truly  we  may  say  that 
his  memory  lingers  on. 

St.   James,   Maryland. 

THE  BOOK  OF  BOOKS 

"The  Book  of  books,  the  Bible, 

That  life  divine  imparts, 
God's  message  to  all  people, 

God's  mirror  for  all  hearts; 
The  Chart  that  guides  to  glory, 

O'er  life's  deceitful  sea. 
And,  while  I  live,  the  Bible 

My  guide  to  heaven  shall  be. 

"It  speaks  the  truth  so  purely. 

It  strips  the  mask  from  sin. 
It  warns  of  woes  that  surely 

The  guilty  soul  shut  in; 
It  tells  of  free  salvation. 

How  Jesus  died  for  me. 
And  while  I  live,  the  Bible 

My  guide  to  heaven  shall  be." 


^ 


MARCH  10,  1956 


PAGE  NINE 


» ■«» « 


YOUR  PUBLISHING  COMPANY  moved  forward 
again  this  past  week,  in  several  important  ways, 
most  evident  at  present  in  the  Evangelist  you  now  hold, 
and  even  more  evident  as  you  continue  to  receive  other 
Brethren    Publications   from    time   to    time. 

If  you  will  feel  the  quality  of  the  paper  on  which 
these  words  are  printed,  and  compare  it  with  that  of 
two  weeks  ago,  or  any  issue  before  that,  you  will  dis- 
cover a  marked  difference.  The  Company  has  secured 
this  bulkier,  better  quality  paper,  in  order  to  give  more 
body  to  our  Evangelists  and  other  publications.  It's  a 
little  more  expensive,  but  we  feel  it  is  worth  the  differ- 
ence. 

This  is  the  first  issue  of  The  Evangelist  to  use  the  new 
paper  entirely,  as  last  week's  run  used  up  the  last  of 
the  old  and  some  of  the  new. 

Another  significant  change  is  in  the  manner  of  stitch- 
ing, or  stapling  the  Evangelists.  You  will  note  that  this 
Evangelist  contains  two  perfectly  formed  staples.  Last 
week's    Evangelist    was    the    first    publication    to   be    run 


through  our   brand   new  gathering   and   stapling   machine 
— our  new  stitcher. 

This  new  piece  of  equipment,  about  which  we  told 
you  in  January,  arrived  when  last  week's  Evangelist  was 
on  the  press,  and  was  immediately  put  into  operation 
in  time  to  stitch  that  issue.  Compared  with  previous 
issues  of  the  Evangelist,  which,  except  for  the  20  page 
numbers,  contained  just  one  staple,  you  now  have  a  more 
sturdy  paper. 

These  two  advances,  the  new  paper  and  double  stapling, 
we  are  glad  to  pass  on  to  you,  our  readers,  in  our  con- 
tinued effort  to  bring  to  you  a  constantly  improving 
Brethren  literature. 

You  will  be  happy  to  know,  too,  that  the  revamped 
heating  system  in  the  Publication  Company  building, 
about  which  we  also  told  you  in  January,  has  been  in 
operation  for  about  a  month,  to  everybody's  satisfaction. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  good-will,  patronage 
and  support  which  has  helped  to  make  tJiese  things  pos- 
sible.—W.  S.  B. 


Spiritual  fIDebitations 

Rev.  DyoU  Belote 


GOD  AND  YOU 

"  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?  .  .  . 
we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  loved 
us."  Romans  8:31,  37. 

ARE  YOU  EVER  FEARFUL?  Then  read  the  Scrip- 
ture passage  from  which  our  text  is  taken,  Romans 
8:28-39.  Here  we  have  Paul's  tremendous  argument  in 
which  he  asserts  the  security  of  God's  people. 

"If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us."  Is  it  not 
true  that  we  underestimate  the  volume  of  our  resources 
in  God?  WE  CONSIDER  OUR  PROBLEMS  IN 
ISOLATION.  Paul  set  his  problems  in  the  circle 
of  God's  redeeming  purpose.  And  so  he  challenges 
his  readers  with  the  query  "Who  shall  sepai-ate  us  from 
the  love  of  Christ?  shall  tribuation,  or  distress,  or  per- 
secution, or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword?" 
And  then  he  breaks  forth  in  his  exultant  assurance, 
"For  I  am  persuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor 
angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present. 


nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other 
creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of 
God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  Rom.  8:35,  37- 
39. 

Maybe  some  will  read  these  lines  whose  hearts  are 
bowed  down  with  sorrows,  or  perplexities,  or  fears.  Let 
me  urge  that  you  lift  up  your  hearts.  The  same  God 
whom  Paul  trusted  still  reigns.  The  same  God  who  de- 
livered Daniel  from  the  lion's  den  and  the  three  Hebrew 
lads  from  the  fiery  furnace,  David  from  the  lion  and 
Paul  in  the  shipwreck,  is  the  same  God  who  cares  for 
His  children  today;  and  we  can  rest  assured  that  He  is 
still  "the  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever,"  and  He 
is  still  "for  us." 


•©fc 
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NEIDERHISER-ULERY.  Miss  Mary  Ann  Neiderhiser 
became  the  bride  of  James  Edward  Ulery  in  a  wedding 
at  the  home  of  her  pastor  February  25,  1956.  Mrs.  Aleda 
and  Grace  Keck  were  also  present.  The  double  Ring  Cer- 
emony was  read  by  the  bride's  pastor,  the  undersigned. 
Elmer  M.  Keck,  Pastor  Valley  Brethren  Church. 
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Report  of  the  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 

THE  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  Brethren  Conference  6.     To  strive  harder  to  do  God's  will  so  that  the  world 
opened  in  the  Stockton  Brethren  Church  on  Thursday  might  see  Jesus  living  in  us. 

morning,  January  19,  1956,  and  continued  through  Sun-  ^^   ^^^  ^^^^^  beautiful   specials   in  music.   The   mes- 

day,  January  22,  1956.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  ^^^^^    ^^^.^    soul-touching    and    inspiring.    The    challenge 

at  10:20  o'clock  by  the  Moderator,  Virgil  Ingraham.  ^^  ^^  ^^  Christians  was  great;  we  must  do  our  best  to 

Chuck  Levington,  Pastor  of  the  Stockton  Church,  led  in  meet  it.  The  fellowship  and  love  shown  at  the  conference 

the  morning  devotions  and  then  extended  a  hearty  wel-  gave  proof  that  God  was  in  our  midst. 

come  to  all  delegates,  guests  and  speakers  attending  the  mi       t.t     ^i  ^  i-^       •      ti     ^i  ^     <.  ^ 

J.  Ti  J      J-  HIT     i.  j-l-J^e    Northern    Caliiornia    Brethren    Conference    sends 

conference.    Responses    were    made    from    Manteca    and  ^.  ,        ,,     ,        ,         .      ,,      t^      ,      ,       , 

T    ,v  J    „  i.1.     -NT  i-       1    T\/r-     •  T>       J    u  greetings   to    all   churches   m   the  Brotherhood   and   may 

Lathrop,    and    from    the  National    Missionary    Board    by  ^    ,  ,  ,  ,,         tt     ,         , 

„     ^,        m     ^       Ti     1    1  •  God  bless  you  all  as  He  has  done  us. 
Brother  Clayton  Berkshire. 

The    minutes    were    read.    The    differente    committees  Conference  Secretary— Julion  L.  Hallett, 

were   appointed,   and   the  conference   was   off   to   a   good  Conference   Moderator — Virgil   Ingraham. 

start.  The  courtesies  of  conference  were  extended  to  our 

guests,  including   Brother  and   Sister  H.   B.  Puterbaugh,  'vfi^Ir^k/' 

from    Tucson,    Arizona,   and   Brother    Clayton    Berkshire,  «iwltwEis 

who  was  our  guest  speaker  and  evangelist  for  the  con-  NORTHERN   CALIFORNIA 

^^^^"^^-  DISTRICT  ORGANIZATION 

The  business  sessions  of  this  conference  were  handled 

smoothly   and   efficiently.  CONFERENCE  BOARD 

Our  conference  theme,  "Living  and  Giving  the  Gospel,"  ^     y     ^.,  M  d       t 

was  well  carried  out  all  during  the  conference;  not  only  „'    .,  *  y  i  iV- ' '  '  i\/r  j       j. 

„      ,        „     ,    ,  .     ,        .     .  , .  , .  Cecil  Johnson    Vice   Moderator 

m  Brother  Berkshire  s  missionary  evangelistic  messages,  t->i  /^  n  m 

,    ^     ,       •     4.1,     J       4--  A  4-  u      u       u  ^.l.     A-.e^'        I  Elmer   Gall    Treasurer 

but  also  m  the  devotions  and  talks  by  all  the  different  c.    .•  -■  • 

Howard    Frey    Statistician 

^  ■  Julion  Hallett    Secretary, 

We  were   glad  to   welcome   the   H.  B.   Puterbaughs  to  847  gdythe  St.,  Manteca,  Calif. 

our  district  from  Tucson,  Arizona;   and  handed  them  a  Howard  Crom 

letter   of   good  will   and   greetings   to   be   given  to   their  Virgil  Ingraham 

home  church.  Steven  Hill 

Among  things  decided  upon  at  this  conference  were:  Lester  Schmiedt 

1.  To  better  organize  in  this  District  so  we  could  put 

forth  a  stronger  missionary  effort.  MloblUJN    BOARD 

2.  To   form  a   District   Brethren  Laymen's   organization  C.   Y.   Gilmer    Chairman 

to   develop  a   closer  harmony   and   fellowship   among  Stanley    Hagstrom    Sect.-Treasurer, 

our  churches.  Austin  Road,  Manteca,  Calif. 

3.  To  have  The  Brethren  Evangelist  in  every  home  so  Howard  Frey 
as  to  know  what  was  being  done  ovei:  the  brother-  Ivan  Eubanks 
hood.    (Manteca  has  already  subscribed  to  the  Evan-  Harlin  Lawrance 

gelist  100%. 

.      T,     ,        ,  ,  ,.,,,       ,  ..,     ,,  ,  SCHOLARSHIP  LEAGUE 

4.  To  try  to  cooperate  a  little  closer  vnth  the  general 

brotherhood    organization    so    that    all    might    better  Mrs.   C.   Y.   Gilmer    1   yr Chairman 

benefit.  Joan   Sperry 2  yrs Secretary, 

5.  To  ask  that  the  National  Moderator  be  sent  to  each  244  Mosswood  Ave.,  Stockton,  Calif. 

district  conference  in  the  future  in  order  that  he  and  Frances   Schmiedt    3   yrs..  .  .Treasurer 

we  might  know  what  our  churches  are  doing.  Agness  Elliott 3  yrs. 


PASS  IT  ON 

If  you  hear  a  kind  word  spoken 

Of  some  worthy  soul  you  know, 
It  may  fill  his  heart  with  sunshine 

If  you  only  tell  him  so. 

If  a  deed,  however  humble, 

Helps  you  on  your  way  to  go, 
Seek  the  one  whose  hand  has  helped  you. 

Seek  him  out  and  tell  him  so ! 


If  your  heart  is  touched  and  tender 
Toward  a  sinner,  lost  and  low. 

It  might  help  him  to  do  better 
If  you'd  only  tell  him  so. 

"Oh,  my  sisters,  Oh,  my  brothers. 
As  o'er  life's  rough  path  you  go. 

If  God's  love  has  saved  and  kept  you. 
Do  not  fail  to  tell  men  so," 

— Author  Unknown. 
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Sunday  School  Suggestions    by    Joseph  R.  Shuitz 

(Sponsored  by  the  National  Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Brethren  Church) 


IT  IS  MISSIONS  .  .  . 


...  TO  ENROLL  MEN  IN  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

THE  MOST  EFFECTIVE  UNIT  of  a  church  for  reach- 
ing and  winning  lost  men  is  a  Sunday  school  class 
of  men,  graded  by  age.  Men  desire  the  expressed  inter- 
est and  fellowship  of  men,  and  will  respond  more  quickly 
to  a  man's  invitation. 

Men  exert  a  very  great  influence  on  whatever  they 
do.  Men  give  a  strong  and  effective  type  of  leadership 
essential  to  the  best  church  work.  Men  provide  most  of 
the  mission  money.  When  men  are  leading,  it  is  much 
easier  to  get  others  to  follow.  The  hegemony  of  dynamic 
churches  is  composed  of  men. 

Therefore  every  Sunday  school  should:  (1)  Provide  ade- 
quate facilities  for  men's  classes,  (2)  Enlist  a  dynamic 
consecrated  teacher,  (3)  Enroll  the  parents  of  the  chil- 
dren in  our  Sunday  schools  who  are  not  enrolled,  (4) 
Check  the  Church  roll,  visitors  list,  wedding  guests,  etc. 
for  prospects. 

.  .  TO  CONDUCT  A  VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 

1.  The  Vacation  Bible  school  makes  disciples.^ — It  is 
conservatively  estimated  that  in  a  typical  year  approx- 
imately 788,466  pupils  attend  Vacation  schools  who  are 
not  in  Sunday  school.  If  the  Vacation  schools  had  not 
been  held,  most  of  the  thousands  of  children  would  have 
received  no  Christian  training  that  year. 

2.  The  Vacation  Bible  school  leads  to  the  confessions  of 
Christ  in  baptism  and  to  church  membership.  From  the 
churches  reporting  on  this  point  the  vast  majority  indi- 
cate Confessions  of  Faith  each  year.  And  they  believe 
the  seeds  sown  in  the  school  continue  to  bear  fruit 
throughout  the  year. 

3.  The  Vacation  Bible  school  provides  a  "laboratory" 
for  leadership  training.  A  benefit  equal  with  that  of 
reaching  and  teaching  children  is  the  experience  gained 
by  select  leaders  and  their  assistants.  The  school  might 
well  be  used  in  "breaking  in"  those  people  who  are  re- 
luctant to  assume  responsibility.  The  whole  church  gains 
from  a  Vacation  school. 


.  .  TO  INCREASE  YOUR  ENROLLMENT  TO  125  FOR 
EVERY  100  CHURCH  MEMBERS 

Studies  show  that  church  members  enrolled  in  Sun- 
day school  give  many  times  as  much  per  capita  for 
church  work  as  do  those  not  in  Sunday  scohol  ...  If  we 
enroll  125  for  every  100  church  members,  it  will  mean 
that  many  unenrolled  church  members  will  be  brought 
into  our  Bible-teaching  program  and  will  begin  a  more 
active  church  life. 

People  not  in  Sunday  school  have  a  greater  tendency 
to  drift  away  from  the  church.  They  stop  growing  and 


lose  intei-est  in  mission  enterprises.  Keeping  them  in  a 
vital  Bible-study  pi'ogram  will  promote  spiritual  growth 
and  will  assure  a  better  informed,  more  loyal,  and  more 
prayerful  membership. 


...  TO  DEVELOP  YOUR  WORKERS  AS  PERSONAL 
SOUL- WINNERS 

Was  it  missions  when  Jesus  conversed  with  a  woman 
by  the  well  in  Sychar?  When  we  pause  to  consider  the 
elements  of  soul-winning  we  are  forced  to  conclude  that 
it  is  missions  to  develop  teachers  and  workers  as  per- 
sonal soul-winners. 

A  commuity  of  interest  must  be  built  around  our  lost 
neighbors.  Being  the  object  of  love — the  center  of  a 
community  of  Christian  interest — will  cause  my  neighbor 
to  wonder  what  is  missing  in  his  life.  Sometimes  this 
interest  can  be  increased  by  continued  personal  visits. 
At  other  times  the  interest  is  heightened  by  attendance 
in  a  friendly  Sunday  school  class.  Whatever  avenue  is 
employed  the  neighbor  must  be  the  recipient  of  under- 
standingf  love. 

It  is  missions — to  enroll  men  in  Sunday  schools,  to 
conduct  a  Vacation  Bible  school,  to  increase  Sunday 
school  enrollment,  and  to  develop  workers  as  personal 
soul-winners. 

annnunnnnnnaanannnnaaananDannnnnnaDDDaaD 
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CO-ORDINATING  PLANNING 
Committee  Meets  In  Ashland 

A  MEETING  of  the  Co-Ordinating  Planning  Commit- 
tee was  held  in  Ashland,  on  February  28th.  This 
Committee,  you  will  recall,  is  an  outgrowth  of  retiring 
Modei'ator  W.  B.  Brant's  Moderator's  Address  to  the  late 
General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  a  representative  was  pres- 
ent from  every  Board  and  Auxiliary  of  the  Church,  with 
the  exception  of  one — and  that  one  was  prevented  from 
attending  only  because  of  his  duties  in  holding  a  Revival 
Meeting. 

The  fact  of  this  excellent  attendance  is  surpassed 
only  by  the  intense  interest  and  desire  of  the  assembled 
Brethren  to  come  up  with  plans  and  suggestions  for 
inter-Board  and  Auxiliary  cooperation  in  the  Brethren 
Church,  plus  forward  looking  plans  for  the  advancement 
of  the  Church  and  its  work. 

Your  Committee,  Brethren,  spent  many  profitable 
hours  together,  about  which  you  vidll  hear  more,  from 
time  to  time.  Another  meeting  of  the  Committee  is 
scheduled  for  next  month. — W.  S.  B. 
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IPrayer  Wleeting 
Studies 


SHARING 

There's   something  in   sharing, 
Just  friendly  caring, 

That  makes  the  heart  lift  and  sing. 
It's   strange  how  the  way 
Is  happier  all  day 

For  just  such  a  little  thing. 

— Veda  Group. 

GOD  SHARES  HIS  GOOD  THINGS  with  His  people, 
and  wants  His  children  to  be  successful  and  prosper- 
ous (Psalm  35:27).  In  our  good  wishes  and  prayers  for 
our  fellow  Christians  we  think  of  their  health  and  spirit- 
ual prosperity  (3  John  2).  God  knows  that  material  pros- 
perity will  do  us  no  good  without  our  hearts  being  fully 
set  on  the  Giver  (2  Chron.  20:20).  If  our  eyes  need  to 
be  fixed  on  the  Giver,  He  can  take  the  material  gifts 
away  (Job  1:21). 

Christ  has  promised  to   bring  me   to   Glory, 

To  everlasting  and  blest; 
But  the  way  over  which  He  is  leading 

Holds  many  a  trial  and  test. 
The  shadows  oft  follow  the  sunshine. 

And  thorns  so  oft  cover  the  rose, 
But  'tis  that  I  might  trust  in  the  Giver 

And  not  in  the  gift  He  bestows. 

I'd  seek  for  the  fair  sheltered  bowers, 

The  smooth,  easy  paths  for  my  feet; 
But  oft  in  the  storm-shaken  mountains 

He  leads,  'mid  the  snow  and  the  sleet. 
Then   trembling   with   fear   I   draw   closer 

To  His  blessed  side  for  repose. 
And  my  eyes  become  fixed  on  the  Giver 

And  not  on  the  gift  He  bestows. 

How  blest  is  His  voice  in  the  darkness. 

How  precious  the  touch  of  His  hand. 
When   e'en    earth's   foundations    seem    crumbling, 

And  alone  in  my  sorrow  I  stand. 
'Tis  then  His   sweet  peace  like  a  fountain 

O'er  my  wounded  heart  tenderly  flows, 
And  I  long  to  know  only  the  Giver, 

Thinking  not  of  the  gift  He  bestows. 

Avis  B.  Christiansen. 

Except  for  inheritance  God's  promise  of  prosperity  is 
conditional  (Psalm  1:1-3;  Josh.  1:8).  God  is  interested  in 
our  success,  but  most  of  all  He  wants  to  share  HIM- 
SELF  with   us    (John   14:23).  His   best  gift  is   Himself. 

God  would  save  us  from  the  world's  grasping  way  of 
acquiring  (Prov.  11:24,  25).  God  teaches  that  the  way  to 
get  is  by  GIVING   (Luke  6:38). 


It  is  in  pardoning  that  we  are  pardoned. 

It  is  in  loving  that  we  are  loved. 

It  is  in  giving  that  we  receive. 

It  is  in  dying  that  we  are  born  to  eternal  life. 

— St.  Francis  of  Assisi. 

God  teaches  us  to  PAY  the  price  that  does  NOT  cost, 
but  PAYS  (John  12:24).  He  teaches  us  to  share  with 
Him  what  He  has  shared  with  us— LOVE,  HELP,  TIME, 
MEANS.  We  have  no  right  to  ask  Him  to  bless  us  un- 
less we  in  turn  are  willing  to  BE  a  blessing — in  fact. 
He  cannot  bless  except  by  this  condition  (Gen.  12:2). 

Upon  our  world  we  lift  our  eyes. 
And  lo!  the  harvest  fields  are  red: 
Filled  with  the  dying  and  the  dead. 

With    mother's    tears,  with    children's    cries. 

Expendables  of  earth  are  these 

Who  fought  in  blood:  who  fall  in  flame; 
But  we,  who  bear  the  Saviour's  name. 

Shall  we  be  softly  wrapped  in  ease  ? 

Our  God  has  never  changed  His  plan. 
His  still  the  call  to  go,  to  pray — 
To  heal  earth's  heartbreak  in  our  day. 

He  ever  meets  man's  need  with  man. 

We  dare  not  then  refuse  to  be 

The  life  poured  out;  the  corn  of  wheat: 
Burnt  sacrifice,  of  savour  sweet: 

For  HIS  EXPENDABLES  are  we. 

— H.   Bruechert. 


Lesson 

Comments 

by 
William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson   for   March   18,    1956 

JESUS    INSTITUTES    THE   LORD'S    SUPPER 

Lesson:  Luke  22:7-23 

GOD  "HATH  GIVEN  unto  us  all  things  that  pertain 
unto  life  and  godliness,  througn  the  knowledge  of 
Him  that  hath  called  us  to  glory  and  virtue"  (II  Peter 
1:3).  The  Lord's  Supper,  instituted  by  Christ,  may  be 
included  among  the  "things  that  pertain  unto  life  and 
godliness."   It   was   given  for   our  spiritual   edification. 

The  Communion  Service  is  an  ordinance  of  the  church 
because  it  was  instituted  by  our  Lord,  and  intended  to 
be  perpetuated  by  His  followers. 

The  earthly  life  of  Jesus  Christ  was  drawing  to  a 
close.  The  hours  were  rapidly  approaching  when  He 
would  be  betrayed  and  then  crucified.  Thus  it  was  in  the 
closing  hours  of  His  earthly  ministry  that  Jesus  inaugu- 
rated this  memorial  supper. 

Looking  forward  to  death,  Christ  ate  the  passover 
supper  with  His  beloved  disciples.  The  cup  of  wine  and 
unleaven  bread  were  part  of  this  annual  Jewish  feast. 
Jesus,    however,    knowing    what  would    take    place    upon 


Uk 
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the  Cross  of  Calvary,  desired  to  institute  a  new  and 
different  spiritual  observance  for  His  followers. 

To  this  end,  after  the  passover  meal  had  been  observed, 
"He  took  bread,  and  gave  thanks,  and  brake  it,  and  gave 
unto  them,  saying,  This  is  My  body  which  is  given  for 
you:  this  do  in  remembrance  of  Me." 

The  disciples  could  not  understand  the  meaning  of 
their  Master's  strange  words!  "My  body" — "given  for 
you."  What  did  He  mean? 

Is  it  not  strange  how  dull  of  hearing  we  become  even 
in  the  midst  of  the  spoken  truth!  Jesus  had  repeatedly 
warned  His  followers  that  "He  must  go  unto  Jerusalem, 
and  suffer  many  things  of  the  elders  and  chief  priests 
and  scribes,  and  be  killed,  and  be  raised  again  the  third 
day"   (Matt.  16:21).   Still  they  did  not  understand! 

One  cannot  help  but  wonder  if  this  same  condemna- 
tion is  ours!  Surely  the  warnings  of  Scripture  are  clear 
to  our  ears,  and  yet  we  do  not  understand  (or  should  it 
be  said,  we  "will  not"  understand!)  We  should  hear  Je- 
sus say  to  us  what  He  said  to  the  disciples  on  the  road 
to  Emmaus:  "0  fools^  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe  all 
that  the  prophets  have  spoken"  (Luke  24:25). 

Next  our  Lord  took  the  cup  of  wine,  saying,  "This  cup 
is  the  new  testament  in  My  blood,  which  is  shed  for 
you."  A  new  covenant  Christ  was  making  with  His  dis- 
ciples, for  "He  is  the  mediator  of  the  new  testament 
(covenant)"  sealed  with  His  blood.  "For  it  is  not  pos- 
sible that  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats  should  take  away 
sins  .  .  .  But  this  man  (Christ),  after  He  had  offered  one 
sacrifice  for  sins  forever,  sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of 
God"  (Heb.  10:4,  12). 

Why  should  Christian  people  observe  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per? 

1.  To  be  obedient  to  the  words  of  Christ — "This  do" 
(Luke  22:19). 

2.  To  remember  Christ's  sacrifice  for  us — "This  do  in 
remembrance  of  Me"    (Luke   22:19). 

3.  To  look  forward  to  His  coming  again — "For  as 
often  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do 
shew  the  Lord's  death  till  He  come"  (I  Cor.  11:26). 

Jesus  said:  "If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if 
ye  do  them"  (John  13:17). 


WORLD-WIDE  BIBLE  READING— 1955 

DR.  JAMES  V.  CLAYPOOL,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
American  Bible  Society's  Worldwide  Bible  Reading 
program,  reports  that  1955  has  been  the  greatest  year 
yet  in  distributing  the  Bible  reading  bookmarks.  It  took 
43  tons  of  paper  occupying  2^/2  freight  cars  to  do  the 
Worldwide  Bible  Reading  printing.  Eight  college  students 
took  two  months  of  the  summer  to  stuff  172,000  packet 
envelopes  which  were  addressed  to  ministers  in  80-some 
denominations.  The  filled  mail  sacks  took  4  trucks  and 
5  men  four  hours  just  to  load  the  sacks  and  get  them  to 
the  post  office. 

Although  the  Bible  Society  printed  14,800,000  book- 
marks, nearly  three  million  more  than  in  the  previous 
year,  so  numerous  were  the  requests  for  the  reading  lists 
the  supply  was  exhausted  before  Thanksgiving,  the  day 
on    which    the    Bible   reading    program    starts. 


WITH  THE  LAYMEN 


SOUTHERN  INDIANA  DISTRICT   LAYMEN'S 
ASSOCIATION 

February  20th,   1956 

THE  REGULAR  QUARTERLY  MEETING  of  the 
Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen's  Association  was 
held  at  the  Burlington  Brethren  Church  on  Monday  Eve- 
ning February  20,  1956.  After  a  very  delicious  ham  din- 
ner the  Laymen  assembled  in  the  church  auditorium  for 
the  evening  program. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  an  organ  prelude  by 
Mrs.  Russell  Rodkey.  Brother  Lloyd  Williams  extended 
words  of  welcome  and  acted  as  master  of  ceremonies. 
The  Laymen  joined  in  singing  "There  is  Power  in  the 
Blood,"  after  which  Rev.  Sibert  of  the  host  church  of- 
fered prayer.  Frederick  Clingenpeel  gave  the  devotions 
from  the  eighth  chapter  of  Acts,  followed  by  a  few 
timely  remarks  and  prayer.  A  special  number  was  ren- 
dered by  the  men's  quartet,  after  which  the  speaker, 
Dennis  Snell,  missionary  from  Old  Mexico,  gave  a  talk 
on  his  unusual  experience  in  dealing  with  the  Mexicans 
far  back  in  the  mountains;  He  related  that  due  to  the 
hostility  and  ignorance  of  the  people,  it  was  necessary 
to  travel  by  plane  through  the  canyons,  flying  so  low 
that  the  natives  would  be  sure  to  receive  literature  and 
booklets  prepared  for  them.  Through  this  means  many 
of  these  peoples  were  and  are  being  Convei-ted  to  Jesus 
Christ.  His  talk  was  most  interesting  and  we  believe 
worthy  of  the  support  of  any  and  all  Missionary  minded 
people.  Pictures  were  shown  of  the  country,  the  people 
and  their  habits.  The  Quartet  then  rendered  another 
number,  after  which  the  meeting  was  turned  over  to 
Brother  Russell  Rodkey,  President  of  the  laymen,  for 
the  business  session. 

The  first  order  of  business  was  reading  of  Secretary's 
and  Treasurer's  reports  of  last  meeting,  and  the  roll  call, 
accounting  for  75  laymen  and  visitors  present.  Brother 
Ted  Hevel  gave  a  short  talk  on  the  laymen's  activities, 
stressing  the  lack  of  interest  of  some  churches  and  the 
need  for  better  organization.  Offering  was  then  lifted 
in  the  sum  of  $54.68.  Your  Secretary  suggested  that  part 
of  this  offering  be  sent  to  the  Brethren  Publishing  Co. 
to  help  them  in  their  need.  The  Layme^i  then  voted  to 
send  half  to  the  Publishing  Co.  and  half  to  Brother  Snell 
representing  the  Air  Mail  from  God  Mission,  Inc.,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.  Since  the  next  meeting  will  be  joint  be- 
tween the  northern  and  southern  Districts  the  North 
Manchester  Brethren  Church  was  selected  as  hosts.  This 
meeting  to  be  held  May  21,  1956.  Also  the  meeting  Mon- 
day Evening,  August  27,  1956  will  be  held  in  the  Oak- 
ville  Brethren  Church.  This  meeting  changed  from  the 
regular  date  August  20th,  account  of  National  Conference. 
This  concluding  the  regular  business,  Brother  Rodkey 
thanked  the  ladies  for  the  delicious  dinner  and  for  the  in- 
terest of  all  Laymen.  The  Laymen  then  sang  "He  Lives" 
after  which  the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  Sibert. 

C.  E.  Keplinger,  Sec'y. 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 


Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 

CHRISTIAN  YOUTH  CONDUCT 

CAN  I  DO  THIS  and  be  a  Christian?  That  is  the 
question  which  I  hear  quite  often,  and  no  one  seems 
to  be  able  to  give  the  answer.  Those  who  think  they 
know  the  answer  simply  reply  by  saying  "Of  course  you 
can,"  or  "Absolutely  not!"  one  being  as  emphatic  as  the 
other.  At  first  it  raises  the  bristles  a  little  when  one  gets 
into  such  discussions,  but  after  a  while,  when  he  learns 
that  the  two  sides  usually  aren't  very  far  apart  in  con- 
victions, it  becomes  amusing.  The  expression  isn't  heard 
nearly  as  often  nowadays  as  it  once  was,  a  sign  that  the 
consciences  are  not  bothering  people  as  much  as  they 
once  did.  Too  bad.  It  is  a  sign  of  weakness. 

IS  IT  WRONG? 

The  usual  approach  is  loaded  with  argument.  "Is  it 
wrong  to  smoke  (dance,  play  cards)  ?"  Watch  out  for 
it.  Be  ready  to  parry  right  or  left  and  take  cover.  If 
the  individual  thinks  that  it  is  wrong,  he  probably  is 
going  to  put  you  on  the  spot.  If  he  thinks  it  is  not 
wrong,  his  next  question  will  be,  "Well,  what  is  wrong 
with  it?"  Take  a  look  at  the  question.  The  inquirer  is 
thinking  in  negative  terms,  be  he  for,  or  against,  the 
issue.  Even  if  he  thinks  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  it, 
he  still  is  thinking  in  negative  terms,  and  in  either  case, 
you  are  the  one  who  is  on  the  spot,  the  one  who  has  to 
answer  the  questions  while  he  think^  up  more. 

HOW  I  LIKE  TO  HANDLE  IT 

Never  let  yourself  be  put  on  the  "witness  stand"  to  do 
all  of  the  answering.  It  is  the  problem  of  the  inquirer, 
obviously,  or  he  would  not  have  brought  up  the  subject. 
He  is  going  to  have  to  answer  the  questions  for  himself. 
Don't  let  him  get  away  with  soothing  his  conscience  at 
your  expense. 

Once  a  young  man  asked  me  the  question  (putting  me 
on  the  spot  in  regard  to  predestination):  "Do  you  be- 
lieve what  is  to  be  will  be?"  No  matter  how  I  answered 
this  question,  another  would  follow  with  greater  force, 
more  difficult  than  the  first.  So  I  got  off  the  witness 
stand  and  put  him  on  it  by  replying  with  the  question, 
"Well,  do  you  believe  that  what  is  to  be  won't  be?"  This 
is  what  Jesus  did  when  he  asked  the  challengers  a  ques- 
tion in  reply  to  theirs:  "The  baptism  of  John,  is  it  from 
heaven,  or  of  men?" 

Another  time  a  man,  a  worker  in  a  factory,  asked  me 
if  people  didn't  go  to  church  just  because  they  thought 
they  were  better  than  others.  I  couldn't  think  of  a  better 
answer  than  to  ask  him  a  similar  question  regarding 
his  physical  being:  "When  you  get  home  from  work  to- 
night, will  you  take  a  shower  because  you  are  dirty,  or 
just  because  you  think  you  are  clean?"  He  gave  up. 

LET'S  PUT  IT  THIS  WAY 

BUT,  YOU  SAY,  that  doesn't  answer  our  original 
question.  I  admit  it  doesn't.  But  it  does  help  us  under- 


stand the  type  of  thinking  behind  the  question,  and  what 
we  must  avoid  in  our  answer.  For  what  we  really  want 
(isn't  it?)  is  to  keep  his  friendship,  and  win  him  to  a 
deeper  fellowship  with  the  Lord.  We  don't  want  just  to 
win    (or  do  we)  ?    an  argument! 

Let's  take  the  question:  Can  I  do  this  and  be  a  Chris- 
tian? Now  let's  translate  it  into  the  thought  of  the  in- 
quirer: Can  I  get  away  with  this  and  will  God  overlook 
it  ?   Am  I  right  ? 

Suppose  he  asks,  "What  is  wrong  with  it?"  Obviously, 
whether  he  wants  it  that  way  or  not,  the  basic  issue  is 
not  what  is  wrong,  but  what  is  the  right  thing  to  do. 
So  let's  ask  him  to  answer  for  himself  to  the  best  of  his 
ability,  "What  is  good  and  right  about  it?"  What  good 
thing  is  accomplished,  in  what  way  are  you  brought 
closer  to  the  Lord  ?  We  say  thisy  because  we  know  fel- 
lowship with  the  Lord  to  be  the  best  thing  for  the  soul, 
and  all  things  ought  to  promote  that  fellowship.  Let  him 
answer  the  question.  In  what  way  is  this  thing  develop- 
ing my  Christian  character?  It  is  the  liberal  thinker  who 
insists  on  being  "positive."  Then  let  us  be  positive! 

I  once  led  a  discussioil  with  young  people  on  the  topic 
of  "The  Christian  and  Smoking."  Obviously,  I  couldn't 
possibly  be  in  favor  of  it.  But  to  surprise  them,  and  to 
prevent  making  the  error  of  setting  a  glorious  mystical 
cloud  about  the  cigarette,  and  to  discourage  the  use  of 
tobacco  instead  of  making  the  youth  determined  to  go 
out  to  discover  "what  was  wrong  with  it" — thus  encour- 
aging the  habit — I  said:  "Tomorrow  I  am  going  to  start 
smoking."  They  looked  shocked.  I  asked,  "What  is 
wrong?  People  in  this  church  smoke  don't  they?"  "Then 
it  must  be  all  right.  I  am  going  to  take  it  up.  But  there 
is  something  you  must  do  first:  you  must  convince  me 
that  it  not  only  is  right  to  smoke,  but  you  must  also 
convince  me  that  it  is  healthful  and  good  for  me." 
After  a  pause,  I  said,  "All  right.  Now  who  can  give 
me  the  first  good  reason  for  smoking?"  I  took  a  piece 
of  paper  and  made  three  headings,  as  follows: 


Good 


Questionable 


Bad 


Without  touching  the  evils  of  the  thing,  we  proceeded. 
Finally  a  little  boy  repeated  something  which  he  had 
heard  an  ADULT  say:  "It  helps  to  relax  your  nerves." 
I  wrote  it  down  as  if  accepted.  "Anything  else?"  Noth- 
ing. "Anything  questionable  about  smoking  now?"  We 
proceeded   to   mention   several  things. 

"Now  for  the  evils."  They  poured  them  out  like  water* 
from  a  fountain.  When  we  got  through  repeating  sev- 
eral times,  we  added  up  our  columns.  The  "Good"  col- 
umn had  only  one  item:  "It  relaxes  your  nerves."  Then 
we  asked  the  question:  "What  is  wrong  with  my  nerves?' 
After  a  long  pause,  the  mental  gears  grinding,  a  little 
boy  said,  "You've  been  smoking  too  much!"  Our  cause; 
was  won  by  beginning  with  the  positive  and  going  as- 
far  as  we  could.  The  evil  was  apparent. 

THE  CHRISTIAN'S  DO'S  AND  DON'TS 

People  who  argue  constantly  about  "legalism"  go^ 
about  proving  their  Christian  faith  by  showing  what? 
they  do,  and  what  they  don't  do.  They  who  make  great 
claims  about  the  Christian's  liberty  from  the  law,  go 
about  condemning  others  for  what  they  dio,  as  if  they> 
were  lost  by  deeds.  Again,  the  liberal  thinkers  boast  a. 
freedom  from  works,  and  go  out  to  prove  it  by  fallings 
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in  line  with  almost  anything  the  world  has  to  offer,  for- 
getting that  the  Scripture  says:  "Come  ye  out  from 
among  them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord."  Now 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  either  road  takes  you  to  a  similar 
destination  in  yuor  relationship  to  other  people:  NO 
LOVE  FOR  THE  BRETHREN.  And  John  tells  us  that 
"we  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life, 
because  we  love  the  brethren."  Can  either  of  the  above- 
mentioned   groups   make   that   claim  ?    Well  ?    What  ? 

What  Does  This  Have  to  Do  With  Youth? 

PLENTY!  It  means  that  if  you  are  confused,  so  will 
your  youth  be.  It  means  that  we  had  better  set  our  minds 
on  heavenly  things,  and  settle  down  quickly  to  training 
our  youth— BY  EXAMPLE  and  word— for  the  task  of 
bringing  the  world  to  Christ.  The  spirit  of  forgiveness 
toward  one  another  is  the  gospel  we  are  teaching  our 
youth.  Do  you  have  sins  ?  So  do  I  ?  Do  I  have  faults  ? 
So  do  you!  But  go  now,  and  "learn  what  that  meaneth." 
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WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  Brother  H.  R.  Garland 
notes  recent  attendances  of  105  for  Sunday  School,  96 
for  morning  worship,  and  125  at  the  evening  service. 
"The  Gospel  Mariners"  were  featured  at  the  evening 
service. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Cash  Day  is  scheduled  for 
March  18th.  The  money  to  be  received  will  go  toward 
their  building  indebtedness  to  help  fulfill  their  slogan, 
"Started   in   '46— Finished  in   '56." 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  A  Gospel  Team  from  Ashland 
College  will  conduct  services  in  the  Warsaw  Church  on 
March  11th. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  The  February 
28th  Union  Lenten  service,  held  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
was  in  charge  of  Brother  Henry  Bates,  with  the  Choir 
of  the   Brethren  Church  furnishing  the  special  music. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  The  Homebuilders  Class 
was  in  charge  of  the  evening  service  on  March  4th,  with 
Edmundo  Zarrio,  of  Quito,  Ecuador,  as  guest  speaker. 

COUNTY  LINE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Herbert  Gilmer 
comments  on  their  Teacher's  Training  Course.  He  says, 
"Very  good  interest.  The  B.  Y.  C.  has  been  in  each  ses- 
sion. They  are  our  future  teachers." 

Brother  Gilmer  comments  also  on  their  Sunday  eve- 
ning services,  in  which  different  Sunday  School  classes 
take  charge,  "This  is  a  good  thing  for  the  whole  church." 

Four  new  members  were  baptized  and  received  into 
the  church  recently. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  The  Laymen's  banquet,  with  the 
members'  wives  as  guests,  was  held  the  evening  of  March 
7th.  Rev.  Ira  Wilson  of  Polo,  was  guest  speaker.  The 
banquet  was  served  by  the  Home  Economic's  Depart- 
ment of  the  Lanark  High  School. 

FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA.  Brother  J.  Milton  Bow- 
man  reports   that  the   Recreation   room   for   the   Young 


People,  in  the  parsonage  basement,  is  now  completed.  He 
says,  "It  is  a  splendid  job,  all  of  the  labor  volunteer." 

Coming  projects  include:  Redecorating  the  inside  of 
the  Church,  putting  the  second  coat  of  paint  on  the  out- 
side of  the  Church,  bracing  the  west  foundation  wall-, 
and  reroofing  the  parsonage.  \ 

An  "Unusual  Birthday  Party,"  for  the  church  was  held 
the  evening  of  March  2nd.  A  covered  dish  supper  was 
followed  with  a  special  program. 

MANTECA,  CALIF.  From  the  Manteca  bulletin  we 
learn  that  23  were  present  at  the  District  Laymen's 
Rally  Organizational  meeting  held  on  February  17th.  Six 
from  Stockton,  five  from  Lathrop,  ten  from  Manteca, 
and  two  visitors.  Officers  elected  were  L.  A.  Schmeidt, 
president;  Harold  Wolf,  vice-president;  Howard  Frey, 
secretary-treasurer.  The  next  Rally  is  scheduled  for  the 
Lathrop  Church  on  May  18th. 

The  Manteca  Church  held  a  special  service  for  the 
public  dedication  of  little   children  on  March  4th. 

LATHROP,  CALIF.  Dr.  Claud  Studebaker  conducted 
special  services  in  the  Lathrop  Church,  Sunday  through 
Wednesday  evenings,   February  19th  through  22nd. 

The  Lathrop  Church  was  host  to  the  Berean  Institute 
the  evening  of  March  2nd. 
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by   Helen  Jordan 


"Having  then  gifts,  differing."  Romans  12:6. 

A  CERTAIN  CITY  proudly  displays  signs  proclaim- 
ing that  it  is  the  baby-buggy  capitol  of  the  world. 
This  is  typical  of  our  day.  Individually  and  nationally, 
we  have  made  fetish  of  being  first  in  something,  of  get- 
ting ahead  of  others.  Succesa  is  often  interpreted  to  mean 
outdistancing  those  around  us — producing  the  best,  sell- 
ing the  most,  winning  the  pi'omotions. 

The  Christian  concept  of  success  goes  counter  to  this. 
Success  is  not  superiority  over  others.  Not  all  of  us  are 
given  the  Talents  to  be  superior.  If  you  have  them,  you 
cannot  honestly  take  credit  for  them.  They  are  part  of 
your  God-given  endowment. 

Instead,  success  is  faithfulness  in  using  your  abilities 
to  further  the  common  good.  The  measui'e  is  not  how 
many  people  you  serve  or  how  important  the  service  is. 
The  measure  is  how  faithfully  you  use  your  abilities  for 
the  welfare  of  others. 

The  successful  in  life  are  those  who  faithfully  use  their 
abilities  to  promote  good  for  all.  The  failures  in  life  are 
those  who  do  not.  Which  are  you — a  failure  or  a  success  ? 
Success   is   faithfulness. 

Mrs.   Helena    Bogue, 

Cerro  Gordo,  111. 
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ALEXANDER  MACK  the  Tunker  and  Descendants 
by  Freeman  Ankrum 

ALEXANDER  MACK    THE  TUNKER  AND  DESCENDANTS  is  a  histor- 
ical genealogy  of  a  man  and  a  people  who  have  done  more  to  shape  the 
moral  and  spiritual  life  of  America  than  perhaps  any  other  people. 

It  lists  over  3,000  descendants,  covering  a  period  from  1679  to  1943,  two  ! 
hundred  and  sixty-four  years. 

It  is  also  a  history  of  the  churches  that  look  to  Alexander  Mack  as 
founder. 

It  is  fact,  not  fiction. 

The  book  was,  written  by  Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Alexander  Mack;  Church  History  Departmental  Editor  of  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist, and  Pastor  of  the  Brethren  Church,  St.  James,  Maryland. 

ILLUSTRATED.  Contains  rare  illustrations  and  photographs  and  hitherto  i 
unpublished  material.  Many  of  the  photographs  were  taken  by  the  Author. 

Price  is  $2.75,  plus  25c  postage,  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company, 
Ashland,  Ohio. 
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EGERMEIER'S  BIBLE  STORY  BOOK 

Egermeier's  Bible  Story  Book  has  stood  the  test  of  time!  Over  one  million 
copies  of  previous  editions  have  been  sold.  Now  we  present  a  new  revision,  which 
retains  all  the  old  popular  quality  of  Egermeier's,  yet  is  improved  in  many 
important  ways. 

A  new  kind  of  adventure  and  reading  thrill  awaits  your  youngsters  when 
they  read  Egermeier's.  It  will  be  their  favorite  book! 

Standard  Edition:     640  pages:  $8.95 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  Brother  Fred  Vanator  writes 
us  as  follows,  under  the  date  of  Sunday,  March  4th:  "I 
just  could  not  let  the  day  pass  without  getting  this  'Item' 
off  to  you  for  your  'Interesting  Items'  column.  This  morn- 
ing brought  us  our  largest  attendance  yet — Eighty-five. 
Again  we  had  a  number  of  first-time  attendants.  We  had 
a  fine  service  and  the  people  seemed  loath  to  depart 
and  stood  around  that  they  might  have  a  time  of  fel- 
lowship. 

"Last  Thursday  night  at  the  time  of  the  W.  M.  S.  and 
Laymen's  group  meetings,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Richmond,  one  of 
our  winter  affiliate  members,  brought  us  a  check  for 
$100.00  from  the  'Altruist  Class'  of  the  Nappanee,  In- 
diana, Sunday  School  (of  which  class  she  is  a  member) 
same  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  New  Song  Books. 
How  well  we  appreciate  this,  and  the  books  will  be  pur- 
chased at  once. 

"We  also  were  told  this  morning  by  Brother  Wilbur 
Whittle,  a  visitor  from  the  Goshen,  Indiana,  Brethren 
Church,  that  a  fine  Communion  Set  is  on  its  way  to 
us  from  the  Goshen  Church.  Our  deep  appreciation  is  ex- 
tended to  the  Altruist  Class  and  the  Goshen  Church  for 
these  fine  gifts. 

"Last  Sunday  we  received  the  offering  for  the  Benev- 
olent Board  work  and  it  amounted  to  $52.20.  We  have 
supported  each  and  every  offering  for  the  interests  of 
the  Brotherhood  as  they  came,  ever  since  we  began  our 
work  here.  Our  people  believe  in  giving  for  'OTHERS' 
and  they  do  it.  When  we  can  have  our  own  Church 
Building  we  feel  that  the  response  will  be  even  greater 
than  at  present.  We  believe  that  the  effort  of  our  group, 
under  the  guidance  of  God,  is  being  rewarded  and  we 
trust  that  the  Brethren  over  the  Brotherhood  will  con- 
tinue their  prayers  in  our  behalf." 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman  was  the  radio  devo- 
tions  speaker  over  WAYZ   the  week  of  February   20th. 

New  hjannals  were  dedicated  at  the  special  "Sunday 
School  Worship  Service,"  held  on  March  4th.  A  hymn 
sing,  using  the  new  hymnals,  was  held  at  the  evening 
service. 

The  Men's  Bible  Class  sponsored  the  showing  of  the 
sound  film,  "Stephen,  the  First  Christian  Martyr,"  on 
March  11th. 


MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. March  11th  was  designated  as  Assistant's  Sunday, 
with  all  assistant  teachers  and  officers  of  the  Sunday 
School  taking  charge.  As  a  regular  feature,  the  second 
Sunday  of  each  month  will  be  knoMTi  as  "Assistant's 
Sunday." 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. An  evening's  Singspiration  was  held  on  March  4th, 
featuring  Richai'd  Kuns  as  song  leader,  and  W.  S.  Ben- 
shoff as  pianist.  Special  numbers  and  congregational  sing- 
ing of  hymns  and  choruses,  with  a  brief  meditation  by 
the  pastor,  Brother  William  Fells,  constituted  the  pro- 
gram. The  offering  of  the  evening  went  toward  the  Ohio 
District  Sisterhood  Goal  of  buying  a  filing  cabinet  for 
our  mission  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  The 

girls  of  the  three  Sisterhood  Societies  met  in  the  par- 
sonage basement  on  March  12th  in  a  combined  meeting 
for  bandage  rolling. 

The  Park  Street  Brethren  Junior  Choir  were  guests  on 
the  Children's  Bible  Hour  Broadcast  over  WATG  in  Ash- 
land, on  March  3rd,  at  which  time  they  presented  spe- 
cial music. 

AKRON,  OHIO.  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN. 
Guest  speaker  on  February  19th  was  Rolf  Stolpner,  Ger- 
man Exchange  student  at  Ashland  College. 

The  Sunday  School  Cabinet  has  designated  that  assis- 
tant teachers  should  teach  on  the  fifth  Sunday  of  months 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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TN  THE  PRE-EASTER  SEASON  we  can  well  turn  our 
attention  to  that  verse  of  scripture  which  says  "And, 
behold,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was   rent  in  twain  from 
the  top  to  the  bottom."   (Matt.  27:51). 

The  rending  of  this  veil  is  of  supreme  importance  to 
the  sinner  seeking  salvation,  and  to  the  Christian  seek- 
ing  forgiveness   for   sins   committed. 

The  Old  Testament  veil  represented  the  separation  of 
God  and  man,  brought  about  by  one  thing,  sin — man's 
disobedience  and  transgression  of  the  divine  law  of  God. 

Only  the  sanctified,  purified  and  cleansed  priest  was  per- 
mitted to  enter  into  the  Holy  of  Holies,  through  the  veil, 
and  that  but  once  a  year.  Then  only  with  the  blood  of 
the  sacrificial  lamb  as  an  atonement  for  the  sins  of  the 
people. 

Entering  the  Holy  of  Holies  through  the  veil  and  into 
the  presence  of  God  was  serious  business,  and  not  to  be 
taken  lightly,  nor  abused.  Sin,  and  the  atonement  for  it, 
was  serious  business  with  God,  and  He  insisted  that  His 
priests  be  holy  and  sanctified.  We  notice  that  through 
the  years  the  system  of  sacrifice  was  abused  and  cor- 
rupted, both  by  priests  and  people,  until  the  Lord  cried 
out,  "I  hate,  I  despise  your  feast  days,  and  I  will  not 
smell  in  your  assemblies.  Though  ye  offer  me  burnt  offer- 
ings and  your  meat  offerings,  I  will  not  accept  them: 
neither  will  I  regard  the  peace  offerings  of  your  fat 
beasts."  Amos  5:22,  23.  The  messages  of  the  prophets 
are  full  of  the  lament  of  the  Lord  because  of  the  false 
and  insincere  efforts  of  a  careless,  indifferent  people  in 
their  worship  of  Him. 

At  the  time  of  Christ's  sojourn  on  earth,  the  veil  cov- 
ering the  Holy  of  Holies  in  the  temple,  was  still  in  evi- 
dence— a  symbol  of  priestly  sacrifice  for  men's  sins. 
The  Jew  knew  that  the  priest  took  the  blood  of  the 
Paschal  lamb  and  sprinkled  it  upon  the  altar  in  the 
Holy  of  Holies  Inside  the  veil  for  his  sin.  None  dared  to 
enter,  nor  dared  to  make  sacrifice  for  sin  save  the  priest. 

When  Christ  died  upon  the  cross,  and  as  He  cried, 
"It  is  finished,"  the  veil  in  the  temple  was  rent  in  two 
from  top  to  bottom.  The  death  of  Christ  coincided  with 
the  hour  of  passover  sacrifice.  Was  not  Christ  the  Pas- 
chal Lamb  of  God?  Was  He  not  the  Passover  Lamb 
Himself?  He  told  His  disciples  the  night  before,  "With 
desire  have  I  desired  to  eat  this  passover  with  you." 
He  is  referring  to  the  annual  passover  supper  which  was 
eaten  by  the  Jews  following  the  slaying  of  the  lamb  for 


sacrifice,  and  which  He  had  annually  eaten  through  the 
years  as  an  obedient  Jew.  But  in  speaking  to  His  disciples. 
He  knew  that  even  though  He  wanted  greatly  to  eat  this 
particular  Passover  supper  with  them,  that  at  the  hour 
when  it  was  to  be  eaten.  He,  Himself  would  be  hanging 
on  Calvary's  cross  as  their  (and  our)  Passover  Lamb. 
So  He  told  His  disciples,  that  even  though  He  desired  to 
eat  this  Passover  with  them  before  He  suffered,  yet 
instead,  He  would  be  the  suffering,  dying  Lamb  upon 
the  Cross,  and  that  no  matter  how  much  He  personally 
desired  to  eat  it  with  them,  He  would  eat  it  no  more 
"until  it  be  fulfilled  in  the  kingdom  of  God."  (Luke  22: 
15:16.) 

We  are  not  given  any  enlightenment  in  the  scriptures 
as  to  how  successful  the  temple  sacrifice  was  at  this 
particular  time.  Certainly  it  could  not  have  been  a  nor- 
mal, yearly  sacrifice.  The  fact  of  Christ  on  the  cross 
would  undoubtedly  have  disturbed  the  priests  and  the 
people.  Scripture  spares  us  the  details,  but  we  can  im- 
agine what  a  shock  it  must  have  been  to  the  temple 
priest  as  he  at  the  appointed  hour,  as  priests  had  done 
for  centuries,  stepped  to  the  Holy  of  Holies,  in  prepara- 
tion for  sprinkling  the  blood  ujion  the  altar,  and,  about 
to  draw  apart  the  veil,  to  suddenly  see  it  rip  from  top 
to  bottom,  in  front  of  his  face. 

The  fact  that  nothing  of  these  actions  is  recorded  in- 
dicate their  relative  insignificance  in  view  of  the  great 
fact  that  at  the  moment  Christ  yielded  up  His  life,  the 
barrier  (the  veil)  between  God  and  man  was  ripped 
apart,  (literally,  "removed.")  The  Priest  who  entered 
the  Holy  of  Holies  on  that  day  was  Christ,  the  Lamb  of 
God,  presenting  His  own  Blood  as  an  atonement  for 
the   sins   of  men.   Do   our  hearts   rejoice   because   of  it? 

The  torn  veil  is  important  to  us  in  another  way. 
Heretofore  all  approach  to  God  was  through  the  priest. 
The  Roman  Catholic  Church  still  holds  to  this  theory  in 
its  system  of  masses,  the  priests,  the  confessional,  and 
so  on. 

A  close  examination  of  the  scriptures  points  out  that 
the  Christian  needs  no  form  of  priests,  masses,  or  con- 
fession to  men.  "Come  boldly,"  says  the  writer  of  He- 
brews, (Read  Hebrews  4:14-16),  "unto  the  throne  of 
grace."  The  freedom  of  the  Christian  believer  to  enter 
into  the  eternal  Holyf  of  Holies  is  irrefutable.  The  torn 
veil  guarantees  us  the  perfect  right  to  come  boldly  to 
the  very  throne  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Medi- 
ator, and  eternal  High  Priest. — W.   S.  B. 
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THE  BEETHREN  EVANGELIST 


EDUCATION  in  Missions 


THE  MINISTRY  OF  JESUS  while  He  was  on  earth 
gives  us  the  example  of  how  the  Church  should 
carry  on  the  work  of  spreading  the  Gospel  message. 
Jesus  healed  the  sick,  thus  setting  the  pattern  for  med- 
ical work  as  a  vital  part  of  mission  work.  He  also  went 
about  preaching  and  teaching.  He  called  disciples  to  fol- 
low Him,  and  as  they  followed.  He  taught  them  how  to 
live  a  Christian  life;  but  more  important  He  taught 
them  the  Love  of  God  and  how  it  was  to  be  shown 
through  His  own  death  on  the  cross  in  order  that  they 
might  be  saved. 

Finally  as  Jesus  was  about  to  leave  the  disciples  and 
return  to  His  Father,  having  called  them  together.  He 
gave  them  the  Great  Commandment  of  Matthew  28:19, 
"Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost:  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  what- 
soever I  have  commanded  you;  and  lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 

Thus  teaching  or  education  is  a  very  important  phase 
of  evangelism.  Teaching  in  the  command  comes  before 
baptizing.  It  is  the  central  aim  of  the  mission  schools 
in  Nigeria  to  win  men  to  Christ.  The  young  man  who  is 
in  training  in  order  that  he  may  become  a  teacher  is 
told  time  and  time  again  that  his  main  duty  as  a  teacher 
in  a)  school  is  not  only  to  instruct  the  young  boy  that 
2  plus  2  equals  4,  but  to  teach  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of 
God;  that  Hd  came  into  the  world  and  died  that  we  might 
have  eternal  life;  that  the  only  way  we  can  obtain  eter- 
nal life  is  by  believing  on  Him  and  obeying  His  com- 
mandments. 

Northern  Nigeria,  where  the  mission  area  is  located, 
is  thickly  populated  with  about  17,000,000  people.  Of  this 
number  about  10,000,000  are  Muslim;  the  remaining 
7,000,000  are  predominantly  pagan,  with  about  50,000 
of  the  number  being  Christian.  Our  mission  area  is  just 
under  10,000  square  miles,  with  a  population  of  over 
half  a  million.  There  are  about  six  fair-sized  villages  in 
this  area,  the  population  of  which  is  largely  Muslim; 
but  the  majority  of  the  people  in  the  area  are  pagan. 

Types   of   Education 

Three  groups  are  carrying  on  education  in  this  area. 
The  government  has  a  number  of  junior-primary  schools 
in  the  large  centers  of  Muslim  population — in  the  large 
towns  or  villages.  In  the  government  schools  the  students 
for  the  most  part  come  from  Muslim  homes;  they  are 
instructed  in  the  Koran  everyday.  Mohammedanism  is 
taught  as  a  solid  subject.  A  pagan  boy  who  goes  to  a 
government  school  will  thus  be  instructed  five  or  six 
days  a  week  in  the  Muslim  religion.  Will  that  boy  con- 
tinue in  the  old  tribal  religion  (animism)  of  the  wor- 
shiping of  rocks  and  trees  and  such,  or  will  he  become 
a   Muslim? 

The  Roman  Catholics  also  have  schools  in  the  mission 
area.  Their  work  is  in  the  eastern  part  among  the  Margi 


and  Higi  people.  Here  again  a  boy  is  instructed  five  or 
six  days  a  week  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Will  the  pagan  boy  hold  on  to  his  worship  of 
the  trees  near  his  compound,  or  will  he  leave  his  pagan 
ways  and  become  a   Roman  Catholic  ? 

Then  the  Mission  has  schools.  Our  schools  are  not  lo- 
cated in  the  large  towns  where  the  Mohammedan  people 
live,  but  are  located  in  villages  such  as  Lassa,  Bazza, 
Garkida,  Marama,  centers  of  pagan  population.  The  boy 
entering  school  is  instructed  in  his  own  language;  he 
need  not  learn  Fulani  or  Hausa,  as  he  must  if  he  attends 
a  Government  or  Roman  Catholic  school;  but  he  receives 
his  instruction  in  his  own  native  tongue.  Five  days  a 
week  for  36  weeks  out  of  the  year,  he  has  Bible  courses, 
both  in  the  old  and  in  the  New  Testament.  He  studies 
the  life  of  Christ.  His  teacher  is  a  Christian  and  wit- 
nesses to  the  boy  of  the  love  of  God  for  all  people.  The 
boy  learns  verses  of  the  Bible  such  as  Psalms  1;  John 
3:16;  the  Ten  Commandments,  and  the  Beatitudes.  He 
learns  that  the  most  important  commandment  is  to  love 
God  with  all  his  heart,  with  all  his  soul,  and  with  all 
his  mind,  and  that  the  second  commandment  is  also  im- 
portant— to  love  his  neighbor  as  himself. 

Two  days  a  week  he  attends  a  chapel  service,  where 
the  teachers  preach  and  where  he  and  th^  members  of 
his  class  or  another  class  put  on  skits  taken  from  the 
Bible — such  as  David  and  Goliath„  the  Good  Samaritan, 
the  Prodigal  Son,  Paul's  journey  to  Damascus,  etc.  Then 
he  attends  prayer  meeting  on  Wednesday  night  and 
learns  to  pray  to  God.  On  Sunday  you  find  the  boy  in 
church  at  the  village  where  the  school  is  located,  or  else 
he  returns  to  his  native  village  where  he  gathers  other 
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children,  and  adults  to   sing  hymns,  and   tells  the  Bible 
stories  that  he  has  learned  throughout  the  week. 

Effects  of  Christian  Education 

How  effective  is  the  school  as  a  way  of  bringing  men 
to  Christ?  I  can  not  give  you  the  figures  on  all  the 
schools  in  the  mission  area,  but  I  can  give  you  the  fig- 
ures on  Gulak  where  I  was  stationed  the  last  year  and  a 
half  of  the  first  tour.  Gulak  is  a  fairly  new  station  in  a 
very  backward  area.  The  boy  who  comes  to  school  may 
be  forced  to  leave  his  home,  and  his  people  may  have 
nothing  to  do  with  him.  In  December  1954,  fourteen  boys 
were  graduated  fi'om  Class  4.  Fourteen  were  baptized 
Christians;  the  fifteenth  had  taken  the  covenant,  but 
was  considered  too  young  to  have  baptism  yet. 

In  Class  3,  there  were  13  boys,  all  of  whom  had  been 
baptized.  Remember  that  when  these  boys  started  into 
class  1,  they  were  pagan.  Perhaps  they  had  heard  the 
Word  of  God  preached  in  their  village  by  another  boy. 
Seeing  that  he  could  read  and  write,  they  wanted  to  be 
able  to  read  and  write  also  and  to  know  more  about  this 
Jesus  who  died  to  save  them  from  their  sins;  so  they 
came  to  school.  They  learned  to  read  and  write,  add  and 
subtract,  but  most  of  all  they  found  their  Saviour  and 
they  accepted  Him;  now  they  are  witnesses  of  His  love 
to  other  boys  and  girls,  and  men  and  women  in  their 
villages. 

Schools  are   an  important  means   of  winning   souls   to 


Christ.  Unfortunately  in  America  we  do  not  use  them  as 
such.  What  school  in  America  can  claim  that  at  least 
90%  of  those  graduating  are  Christians?  I  feel  sure  at 
least  90%  of  the  boys  and  girls  and  young  men  and 
women  who  leave  the  mission  schools  in  Nigeria  are 
Christians.  In  the  year  1955  there  were  2,611  boys  and 
girls  in  24  schools  in  the  mission  area.  This  is  a  very 
small  number  compared  with  the  large  number  of  boys 
and  girls  that  haven't  had  an  opportunity  to  attend  a 
school,  because  there  isn't  a  school  in  their  village  or 
within   walking   distance. 

This  year  a  new  staion  was  opened  at  Uba.  The  mis- 
sion expected  that  perhaps  70  would  come  to  the  school; 
but  135  came.  At  the  moment  they  are  having  classes 
out  under  the  trees,  since  the  school  buildings  haven't 
yet  been  completed.  There  are  many  other  such  villages 
longing  for  a  school. 

How  to   Help   the   Program 

What  can  you  do  ?  You  can  help  us  build  more  schools 
and  train  more  teachers  by  giving  to  Foreign  Missions  in 
the  Easter  offerings.  The  pagan  wants  an  education. 
Pagan  parents  know  that  when  they  send  their  children 
to  a  school  it  also  means  that  they  are  also  choosing 
the  future  religion  for  their  children.  They  don't  want 
their  children  to  become  Moslems.  Many  villages  are 
asking  the  Mission  to  put  a  school  in  their  villages.  If 
we  are  to  do  so,  we  must  have   the  funds. 


MEDICINE  in  Missions 

BEATRICE  BISCHOF 
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TN  HIS  MINISTRY,  Jesus  went  about  healing  the  lame, 
•*■  giving  sight  to  the  blind,  casting  out  evil  spirits,  mak- 
ing the  lepers  clean.  We  feel  also  a   great  ministry  is 


possible  in  medical  work.  Thus  we  have  various  ways  of 
witnessing  for  Jesus  Christ. 

When  mothers  and  fathers  bring  their  sick  babies  in 
to  us,  the  first  thing  they  say  is,  "Shetar,  shetar,"  which 
means  Satan,  We  know  that  the  child  has  a  disease,  but 
convincing  the  father  and  mother  of  the  fact  is  very 
difficult.  We  tell  them  that  God  sent  His  only  begotten 
Son,  Jesus  Christ,  into  the  world,  and  that  if  they  will 
but  believe  in  Jesus  as  Saviour,  He  will  drive  Satan  or 
the  evil  spirit  from  their  child.  We  very  frequently  use 
the  scripture  about  Jesus  casting  out  demons,  in  our 
medical  work. 

All  of  our  hospital  and  dispensary  workers  are  Christian. 
Every  morning  we  have  prayer  and  devotions  before 
starting  our  work.  Each  worker  knows  that  his  prime 
purpose  is  to  teach  Jesus  Christ  and  to  be  a  Christian 
witness  among  the  patients. 

The  African  minister,  deacons,  women,  and  the  mis- 
sionaries as  well  make  regular  visits  to  the  hospital. 
Some  patients  want  to  leave  the  hospital  because  they 
believe  an  evil  spirit  may  cause  their  death;  some  say 
they  see  that  spirit  come  at  night;  and  sometimes  they 
become    almost   hysterical   with   fear.    It   is    our   task   to 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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NEW  HEADQUARTERS  IN  BUENOS  AIRES 


THE  WORK  has  been  progressing  quite  satisfactorily 
in    Argentina,    keeping    the    Bylers   busy    (perhaps    a 
bit  too   busy  for  one  missionary  family). 

Last  summer  the  urgency  for  securing  a  headquarter- 
residence  in  Buenos  Aires  was  expressed  and  the  Board 
committed  itself  to  the  purchase  of  such  a  building — 
with  the  help  from  our  W.  M.  S.  Then  this  past  fall  an 
excellent  opportunity  arose  to  purchase,  in  a  fine  loca- 
tion, an  old  building  that  might  be  adapted  to  use  as  a 
headquarters  for  the  Argentine  work.  By  making  the 
deal  at  the  time  when  Argentina's  economy  was  in  a 
rather  fluid  state,  the  Board  was  able  to  realize  some- 
thing of  a  financial  advantage.  Of  course,  they  didn't 
have  all  the  funds  necessary  at  the  time;  however,  re- 
alizing that  they  could  count  on  the  W.  M.  S.  to  help 
with  this  project,  they  borrowed  sufficient  funds  to  pur- 
chase the  property. 


THE  BOARD'S  STRATEGY  IN  ARGENTINA 

The  Missionary  Board,  within  the  last  three  years, 
has  spent  many  hours  in  both  private  and  collec- 
tive consultation,  study  and  planning  relative  to 
our  work  in  Argentina.  As  a  result  of  these  ear- 
nest endeavors,  the  Board's  strategy  in  Argentina 
is  as  follows: 

1.  To  face  this  area  of  the  world  with  realism — 
the  kind  of  realism  that  Christ  Himself  possessed; 

2.  To  develop  strong  national  Christians  by 
training  better  national  leadership; 

3.  To  develop  and  strengthen  existing  churches 
through  stewardship  emphasis; 

4.  To  use  more  extensively  the  radio  work 
(Adelante  Juventud),  as  a  means  of  evangelizing; 

5.  To  reinforce  the  missionary  staff  with  some 
of  our  finest  Brethren  young  people; 

6.  To  provide  adequate  housing-headquarter 
facilities  and  missionary  staff  residences; 

7.  To  engage  in  long-rang©  planning. 


iVlthough  the  building  is  old  and  will  need  considerable 
remodeling  to  adapt  it  to  the  work  that  is  being  planned 
for  the  future,  it  is  in  an  excellent  location  and  can  be 
used  for  some  time  in  its  present  state.  Many  items  of 
furmshings,  left  in  the  property  by  the  former  owners, 
are  proving  quite  useful  to  the  work  also.  In  addition  to 
these  advantages,  the  building  was  purchased  at  a  rea- 
sonable enough  figure  that  even  with  the  remodeling 
cost  added,  the  entire  expense  will  likely  be  no  greater 
than  we  anticipated  for  the  building's  cost. 

One  phase  of  the  work  in  Argentina  will  profit  con- 
siderably by  the  purchase  of  the  new  headquarters  build- 
ing— the  radio  evangelism.  Since  the  radio  audience  has 
grown  so  rapidly,  producing  such  a  fine  response  to  the 
Gospel  over  the  air,  recordings  for  broadcasting  will  be 
made  in  a  studio  that  will  be  an-anged  when  the  neces- 
sary  remodeling  has   been  accomplished. 

A   Hammond  Organ 

Recently,  with  such  encouraging  growth  in  the  work, 
it  seemed  advisable  to  secure  more  music  for  the  radio 
programs.  An  electric  organ  seemed  to  be  the  answer  to 
such  a  need.  At  this  point,  Mr.  Harold  Stacey,  a  fine 
Christian  business  man,  with  whom  Rob  is  associated  in 
the  radio  work,  obtained  an  import  license  for  a  Hammond 
electric  organ;  and  he  is  turning  this  license  over  to  our 
Board,  so  that  we  may  send  this  instrument  to  Argen- 
tina. Ours  is  an  enviable  privilege,  because  not  many  im- 
port licenses  are  available  for  these  instruments — con- 
sidered decidedly  luxury  items  in  Argentina. 

A  Home  for  the  Bylers 

Because  of  the  opportunities  which  presented  them- 
selves, and  in  line  with  counsel  given  us  by  other  expe- 
rienced mission  workers,  it  was  thought  best  not  to  in- 
clude the  Bylers'  residence  in  the  headquarters  building 
when  it  was  purchased.  Since  Rob  is  related  to  all  of  the 
work  in  Argentina,  it  would  be  unwise  to  locate  him 
with  one  particular  church.  Then  too,  a  North  American 
missionary  is  enough  the  center  of  attraction,  without 
placing  him  and  his  family  in  the  "bird  cage"  existence 
of  a  home  in  a  church  and  headquarters  building.  Now 
the  Board  is  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  separate  resi- 
dence for  the  Bylers — not  too  far  from  the  building  re- 
cently obtained.  The  gratifying  part  of  the  arrangement 
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is  this:  Buying  these  two  buildings  separately  and  re- 
modeling the  headquarters  will  likely  cost  no  more  (or 
very  little  more)  than  was  estimated  originally  for  a 
combination  of  both. 

In  brief,  the  Board  hopes  to  have  a  fine  headquarters 
building,  remodeled  to  fit  our  program  of  church  services, 
administrative  work  and  recording  for  the  radio  work, 
as  well  as  an  adequate  and  comfortable  home  for  the 
Bylers,  at  what  was  expected  would  be  the  cost  of  a 
combination  headquarters-residence. 

The   Greatest   Need 

It  appears  that  we  are  beginning  to  reach  some  of  the 
goals  we  have  set  for  ourselves  in  Argentina,  but  we 
still  need  much  more.  Offerings  must  continue  to  grow 
and  GEOW  to  meet  our  expanding  program;  but  our 
biggest  offering  must  come  in  lives  to  carry  on  the  mis- 
sionary endeavor. 

The  Bylers  are  our  only  North  American  missionaries 
on  the  field.  They  must  have  help.  Several  more  couples 
should  work  on  the  field  with  them;  then  in  a  few  more 


years  they  will  be  due  for  another  furlough  and  still 
others  will  be  needed.  Let's  give  to  this  important  min- 
istry  both   in   money    and    in    lives    of   young  workers. 


RADIO   QUARTET   AND   ACCOMPANIST 
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MEDICINE   IN   MISSIONS 
(Beatrice  Bischof) 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 


teach  them  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  so  that  those  fears 
will  disappear. 

Many  evenings  I  have  gone  out  to  the  hospital  and 
seen  the  African  hospital  worker  teaching  patients  hymns 
and   reading   the   scriptures   to   them. 

Numerous  different  tribes  from  hundreds  of  miles 
around  come  to  our  hospitals  at  Lassa  and  Garkida. 
There  are  not  only  the  Margi  tribe,  but  the  Higi,  Bura, 
Fulani,  Kilba,  and  Hausa  tribes  to  work  with.  Many 
times  it  does  become  difficult  teaching  all  these  tribes. 
We  have  found  that  the  Hausa  and  the  Fulani  religious 
recordings  have  been  of  much  value  in  our  hospital  work. 
Many  Higi  people  know  the  Fulani  language.  Also,  we 
can  reach  the  Muslim  people.  The  boys  play  these  rec- 
ords every  Sunday  afternoon  to  the  patients.  The  patients 
always  look  forward  to  this. 

Mr.  Kulp  just  wrote  us  a  letter  and  this  is  what  he 
said,  "Audu  and  I  have  been  trying  to  visit  some  vil- 
lages near  Mubi.  In  nearly  every  village  we  find  ex- 
yaws  patients  who  were  treated  in  Lassa — some  as  many 
as  16  years  ago.  The  medical  work  is  surely  a  wonder- 
ful witness — the  pity  is  that  we  did  not  follow  it  up 
or  could  not  after  the  patients  left  the  hospital.  The 
harvest  still  is  great  and  the  laborers  are  still  few. 
Pray,  therefore." 

Yes,  we  are  rendering  much  to  the  African  in  healing 
his  physical  body,  but  we  have  to  take  time  from  our 
busy  schedule  to  heal  his  soul  too.  We  arei  responsible 
for  every  person  who  goes  out  of  that  hospital,  and  yet 
I  feel  many  times  that  we  do  fail  Christ  because  there 
isn't  enough  time  to  win  everyone  to  Him.  As  Mr.  Kulp 
said,  "If  we  just  had  the  staff  to  follow  up  all  these 
patients  after  they  leave  the  hospital."  We  can't  make 
converts  in  one  day  or  week;   sometimes  it  takes  years. 


THE    MISSIONARY    BOARD    is    greatly    encouraged 
with    the    interest    in    missionary    service    shown    by 
many   of   our   splendid    Brethren  young   people. 

There  are  eight  young  people  (three  married  couples 
and  two  single  persons)  whose  initial  applications  have 
been  approved  by  the  board.  This  brings  these  young 
folks  into  a  relationship  with  the  board,  giving  oppor- 
tunity for  counsel  and  guidance.  Out  of  this  relationship 
grows  an  understanding  of  the  interest  and  ability  of 
each  candidate.  The  candidate,  in  turn,  has  an  opportun- 
ity to  learn  more  about  the  work  in  our  two  fields,  the 
urgent  needs  as  well  as  the  personal  requirements  nec- 
essary for  effective  missionary  service.  This  leads  ulti- 
mately to  discovering  the  possible  field  and  general  na- 
ture of  the  work  that  might  be  done  if  and  when  the 
candidate  gets  onto  the  field.  In  the  meantime,  the  can- 
didate receives  counsel  and  guidance  relative  to  his  course 
of  study  and  his  training. 

Psychological  and  physical  examinations  are  given 
rather  early  in  order  to  ascertain  in  part  the  ability  of 
the  candidate  to  meet  certain  necessary  requirements. 
Both  phychological  and  physical  difficulties  can  often  be 
coi-rected  if  found  in  time. 

MR.  AND   MRS.   CHARLES  KRAFT 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Kraft  are  missionary  candidates 
now  studying  at  Kennedy  School  of  Missions  at  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut.  They  are  in  addition  to  the  eight  other 
candidates  mentioned. 

The  Krafts  are  taking  special  work  in  linguistics  look- 
ing forward  to  working  in  Africa  when  all  requirements 
have  been  fulfilled.  Mr.  Kraft  has  a  semester's  work  in 
the  Seminary  at  Ashland  to  do  in  order  to  complete 
his  B.D.  degree.  The  present  plans  are  for  him  to  enroll 
at  Ashland  this  fall  for  this  final  semester  of  work. 
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THE  BEETHREN  EVANGELIST 


ASSIGNMENT  —  Nigeria 


AFTER     SEVERAL     MONTHS    of    rather  migratory 
living,  the  Shanks — Glenn,  Jean  and  Dennis —  have 
settled,  for  the  time  being  at  Waka. 

The  Shanks  reached  Nigeria  last  September,  then 
spent  some  time  in  Jos,  Garkida  and  Marama,  before  re- 
ceiving their  permanent  assignment  to  Waka.  Of  course, 
they  recognize  that  they  have  much  to  learn  (including 
a  new  language)  before  they  can  reach  a  maximum  of 
effectiveness  in  the  work,  but  they  are  adjusting  splen- 
didly to   their  surroundings  and  assignments. 

Jean  has  been  appointed  acting  head  mistress  at  the 
girls'  school;  she  also  teaches  a  number  of  classes  and 
conducts  a  clinic  for  the  girls.  Doc  is  teaching  some 
classes  in  the  girls'  school  and  the  remainder  of  his 
schedule  is  occupied  with  teaching  in  the  boys'  school, 
working  in  athletic  programs  and  performing  other  mis- 
cellaneous tasks  delegated  to  him. 

As  they  learn  the  language  used  in  the  area,  the  Shanks 
will  doubtless  assume  moi'e  responsibilities  in  spiritual 
leadership.  They  have  remained  in  good  health  these 
first  months,  and  that  is  considerably  in  their  favor;  in 


fact,  they  seem  to  be  making  the  adjustments  that  are 
necessary,  when  one  is  transplanted  into  entirely  dif- 
ferent  surroundings,   with  a  minimum   of  difficulty. 

Letters  from  Glenn  and  Jean  testify  to  their  feeling 
of  "at-home-ness"  in  Nigeria  and  their  love  for  the  work. 
Doc  writes: 

"The  folks  have  been  very  wonderful  to  us  here,  and 
we've  been  enjoying  our  stay."  "Jean  and  I  feel  a  real 
challenge  in  accepting  this  new  work.  We  trust  the  Lord 
will  use  us  in  a  small  way  at  least  to  help  bring  a  new 
day  for  the  Northern  Nigerians."  ".  .  .  District  meeting 
was  a  memorable  occasion  for  us — especially  commun- 
ion, which  took  on  a  new  meaning  for  us."  "...  their 
friendly  smile,  genial  greeting  and  enthusiastic  singing 
(speaking  of  Nigerians),  make  us  feel  much  at  home. 
One  receives  a  sense  of  mission  and  breathes  a  prayer 
for  God's  help  and  a  prayer  of  thanks  for  having  been 
called  to  this  great  land." 

The  Shanks'  entire  attitude  and  beginning  in  the  work 
gives  credence  to  the  statement  they  made  before  going 
to  the  field:  "We  are  willing  to  go  wherever  the  Lord 
sends  us."  We  believe  He  is  using  them. 


CONSTRUCTION     AT    MBORORO,     NIGERIA, 
TO  BEGIN 

Word  has  come  from  the  field  in  Nigeria  stat- 
ing- that  it  would  be  expedient  to  put  down  the 
foundations  for  some  of  the  first  buildings  on 
the  new  Mbororo  station  soon.  Both  the  season 
of  the  year  and  the  availability  of  a  builder  are 
factors  favorable  to  getting  this  work  started 
within  the  next  few  months. 


It  is  necessary  to  put  down  the  concrete  foun- 
dations during  the  rainy  season  in  order  to  have 
the  proper  drying  conditions.  Then,  too,  because 
the  furlough  of  one  of  the  missionary  builders 
is  coming  up,  it  is  urgent  to  get  some  of  the 
construction  under  way. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  has  raised 
the  money  for  the  construction  of  buildings  on 
this  new  station  among  the  Higi  people. 
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Dear  friends  in  Christ, 

In  the  early  days  of  Christianity  Easter  was  the  great- 
est festival  of  the  Christian  year.  The  Roman  Christians 
called  it  "Dominicia  Guadii,"  meaning  "Joyful  Sunday." 
On  that  day  all  customary  forms  of  salutation  were  laid 
aside  and  as  Christian  met  Christian  he  would  say, 
"Christ  is  risen."  And  back  came  the  joyful  response, 
"He  is  risen  indeed." 

Around  the  world  even  today  we  are  saying  in  word 
and  deed  and  do  bear  testimony  to  the  glorious  fact  that 
Christ  is  risen  indeed.  In  cathedral  and  in  mud  thatched- 
roofed  churches  Christians  burst  forth  in  many  languages, 
"Christ  the  Lord  is  risen  today."  From  the  lips  and 
hearts  of  missionaries  and  new  Christians  alike  comes  the 
affirmation,  "I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth." 

We  often  forget  that  every  Sunday  should  be  a  re- 
minder that  Christ  is  risen;  and  even  though  it  is  some 
time  until  Easter  Day,  these  thoughts  are  timely  in  that 
every  Sunday  is  "Easter  Day." 

...  I  have  no  teaching  this  term  but  even  so  I'm  very 
busy  with  the  regular  dispensary  work  and  am  so  happy 
to  have  some  extra  time  for  things  I  wanted  to  do  last 
year — such  as  regular  prenatal  and  bettei'-babies  clinics, 


etc.  I'm  also  giving  out  dried  milk  to  about  25  babies  and 
small  children.  I  miss  the  contact  with  students  that 
teaching  affords,  but  with  the  frequent  change  in  staff, 
I'll  probably  be  back  in  the  classroom  next  term. 

...  I  can't  tell  you  how  much  I'm  enjoying  my 
"Brethren"  neighbors,  the  Shanks.  They  live  down  a  long 
hill,  across  a  creek,  and  up  a  hill  from  me.  They  are 
filling  a  great  need  on  our  staff  here.  Jean  is  headmis- 
tress of  the  girls'  school  and  has  a  full  teaching  load. 
Glenn  teaches  in  both  girls'  and  training  schools.  He  also 
has  charge  of  athletics.  They  are  studying  Bura  on  the 
side.  We  certainly  praise  God  for  guiding  them  to  Waka. 

In  closing  I  solicit  your  prayers  for  the  personal  health, 
wisdom,  and  guidance  which  we  all  need  in  order  to  do 
our  work  effectively.  I  thank  you  again,  each  one  for  the 
wondei'ful  part  you  have  had  and  are  having  in  making 
our  work  possible  here  in  Nigeria.  May  God  bless  you  for 
sharing  in  material  ways  that  enable  us  to  tell  the  Eas- 
ter story.  Will  you  continue  to  pray  for  all  Christians 
and  the  Church  of  Christ  in  this  needy  land? 

May  the  joy  of  Easter  continue  throughout  the  year. 
In  His  glad  service, 

Veda  Liskey. 


News  Briefs  from  Argentina 

RECENTLY  we  have  received  some  splendid  business 
communications  from  the  Bylers  in  Argentina.  These 
were  greatly  appreciated  since  they  arrived  in  time  for 
the   quarterly  board   meeting. 

We  quote  briefly  from  their  last  letter. 

"We  had  a  wonderful  Camp  period  again  this  year 
with  almost  an  average  of  70  in  attendance  for  the  15 
day  period.  My  cousin,  Frank  Byler  of  the  Mennonites, 
and  Dr.  Frederick  Huegel  helped  out  in  a  wonderful  way 
with  classes  and  preaching  services.  All  the  young  peo- 
ple were  very  happy  with  the  ministry  of  these  two,  and 
a  time  of  spiritual  refreshing  was  strongly  felt.  Huegei's 


ministry  is  of  tremendous  value.  He  will  return  to  the 
States  this  summer  when  he  retires  from  active  work 
on  the  field.  We  hope  the  Brethren  iat  home  may  be 
able  to  enjoy  his  ministry  some  time. 

"...  Jane  in  her  letter,  clarified  the  use  to  which  this 
new  property  is  being  put.  All  of  our  services  are  be- 
ing realized  there.  It  is  ever  so  much  better.  We  hope 
that  when  construction  begins,  we'll  be  able  to  go  about 
it  in  such  a  manner  that  in  ones  part  of  the  building, 
services  can  continue  to  be  held.  I  believe  that  the  Pro- 
posed Plan  will  be  self  explanatory. 

"We  certainly  appreciate  the  Board's  concern  and 
vision  in  this  need  and  appreciate  too  the  help  of  the 
W.  M.  S.  on  the  project." 


OUR  GRATITUDE 

The  Missionary  Board  and  the  Brethren  Church 
are  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Harold  Stacy  and  Rev- 
erend Nelson  Litwiller  for  the  help  which  they  have 
given  in  our  Argentine  work. 

Mr.  Stacey  is  the  Exchange  Manager  for  one  of 
the  largest  industrial  concerns  in  Argentina  and 
has  given  wise  counsel  to  our  representative,  Mr. 
Robert  Byler,  in  many  important  matters.  Mr. 
Stacey  also  plays  an  important  role  in  the  evan- 
gelical radio  work  which  he  helped  to  get  started. 
Through  his  counsel  and  influence  the  Brethren 
Church  in   Argentina   now   has   an   unusual   oppor- 


tunity to  reach  thousands  of  people  with  the  Gospel 
through  the  medium  of  the  radio. 

Reverend  Nelson  Litwiller,  General  Secretary 
of  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  charities 
in  South  America,  has  assisted  both  Reverend  By- 
ler and  our  Board  in  many  urgent  business  mat- 
ters and  has  taken  time  to  meet  with  our  national 
workers  for  consultation  and  with  our  Board  here 
in  Ashland  on  several  occasions. 

We  are  most  grateful  to  both  Mr.  Stacey  and 
Reverend  Litwiller  for  their  genuine  Christian 
spirit  of  helpfulness,  and  we  pray  that  the  Lord 
will  bless  them  in  their  daily  tasks. — W.  C.  B. 


PASTOR  RICARDO  RIVERO  and  FAMILY 
Gerli,  Argentina 


CHURCH  GROUP— Rosario,  Argentina 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


New      TeSt3nient     Doctrines  Believed  and  practised  by  People  Called  Bretliren. 

By  L.  O.  Mc€artneysiinith 
"Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you." 

THE  GREAT  TRIBULATION 


Theme:  "For  then  shall  be  Great  Tribulation,  such  as 
was  not  since  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this  time,  no 
nor  ever  shall  be"  (Matthew  24:21). 


Part   II 

(Continued  from  two  weeks  ago) 

V.     THE  OPENING  OF  THE  FIFTH   SEAL 

In  the  opening  of  this  Seal,  neither  horse  nor  rider 
ventures  forth.  Instead,  we  are  permitted  with  John  to 
look  into  the  world  of  departed  Spirits,  where,  beneath 
an  Altar  or  place  of  worship,  we  are  permitted  to  view 
the  souls  of  Martyrs  who  were  slain  for  the  Word  of 
God,  and  the  testimony  that  they  presented  during  the 
Great  Tribulation.  We  hear  their  prayers  to  God  regard- 
ing the  time  that  He  will  avenge  their  blood  upon  their 
murderers.  These  are  some  of  the  many  who  were  con- 
verted during  the  Great  Tribulation,  and  died  under  the 
extreme  persecution  of  the  World  Emperor,  whom  we 
have  described  under  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  seals 
of  the  Revelation.  We  are  not  informed  just  where  this 
Altar  is,  but  it  seems  reasonable  to  say  that  it  was  typi- 
fied by  the  Altar  of  Sacrifice;  for  had  not  these  sacrificed 
their  lives  for  God's  Word  and  for  their  testimony  of 
Jesus  Christ.  These  were  told  that  they  should  rest  "a 
little  season"  until  their  fellow-servants  and  their  Breth- 
ren, that  should  be  killed  as  they  were,  should  be  ful- 
filled: that  is  that  their  fellow  servants  (Gentile  Chris- 
tians), and  Brethren  (Jews)  were  slain  likewise;  clearly 
indicating  that  these  martyrs  were  of  both  Jew  and 
Gentile! 

VL     THE  OPENING  OF  THE  SIXTH  SEAL 

Relative  to  the  revelation  of  the  Sixth  Year,  propo- 
nents of  the  various  schools  of  interpretation,  widely 
disagree.  Here  are  a  few  of  their  opinions:  Elliott,  of  the 
Consecutive  Historical  School,  claims  that  the  Sixth 
Seal  betokens  some  sudden  and  extraordinary  revolution 
in  the  Roman  Empii-e,  arising  from  the  triumph  of  the 
Christian  cause.  All  this,  he  claims  took  place  during  the 
reign  of  Constantine,  and  calls  it  the  dissolution  of  the 
Pagan  firmament,  and  the  expressions  concerning  the 
earthquake  and  heavenly  firmament  being  all  taken 
metaphorically  as  referring  to  political  changes.  Regard- 
ing this,  it  is  all  so  puerile  that  it  is  unworthy  of  a 
moment's  consideration. 


Alford,  of  the  Continuous  Historical  School,  says:  "We 
may  unhesitatingly  set  down  as  wrong  all  interpretations 
which  view  as  the  fulfillment  of  this  passage  any  period 
excepting  that  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord."  The  great  dif- 
ference between  the  view  of  Alford,  and  those  of  the 
Futurist  School  is  that  he  believes  that  the  Saints  will 
go  through  the  Tribulation  period,  and  be  caught  up  at 
the  close  of  the  Tribulation  just  before  the  Lord  de- 
scends; while  the  Futurist  School  thinks  of  the  Saints 
being  caught  up  before  the  Great  Tribulation,  and  the 
coming  of  the  Lord  here  under  discussion,  occuring  at 
the  close  of  the  Tribulation,  some  years,  usually  figured 
as  seven,  after  the  Rapture.  In  addition,  Alford  says: 
"Thus  we  are  brought  to  the  very  threshold  of  the  great 
day  of  the  Lord's  coming,  but  before  His  coming,  the 
elect  must  be  gathered  out."  There  is  much  food  for 
thought  here,  but  not  enough  to  satisfy,  because  the 
Seventh  Seal  is  still  to  be  opened  before  the  Lord  comes 
to  judge  the  world. 

Dusterdieck  says:  "It  is  the  catastrophe  of  the  final 
judgment,  the  finale  of  this  world's  history."  Neither  will 
this  stand  the  microscopic  examination  of  applied  Scrip- 
ture. World  government  does  not  end  until  the  Antichrist 
has  been  bound,  which  will  not  occur  until  Christ  comes 
as  King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords.  It  is  at  the  Battle 
of  Armageddon  that  this  Emperor  is  taken  (Rev.  19:17- 
20).  Therefore  Dusterdieck  is  wrong. 

What  then  does  the  Opening  of  the  Sixth  Seal  present? 

By  carefully  reading  this  entire  chapter  we  may  make 
the  correct  discovery.  In  Revelation  6:12,  13,  14  we  find 
that  Supernatural  Power  is  shown  to  wicked  men  through 
God's  disturbing  the  entire  planetary  system,  earth,  sun, 
moon  and  stars,  which  is  beyond  the  power  of  man.  It 
would  appear  that  God  rolled  back  the  heaven  so  that 
wicked  men  could  see  God  on  His  Throne,  with  Jesus  at 
His  Right  Hand,  because  these  same  wicked  men  prayed 
to  the  rocks  and  mountains:  "Fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from 
the  face  of  Him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the 
wrath  of  the  Lamb:  for  the  great  day  of  His  wrath  is 
come;  and  who  shall  be  able  to  stand?"  (Revelation  6:16- 
17). 

The  events  covered  by  this  chapter  (Rev.  6:12-17),  ap- 
parently mark  the  opening  of  the  "pouring  out"  of  God's 
wrath  upon  sinful  men  and  women  who  did  not  possess  the 
"seal  of  God"  on  their  foreheads  (See  Rev.  7:2-14),  who 
were  doubtless  witnesses  of  this  display  of  God's  great  • 
power,  because  it  is  recorded  in  the  chapter  following  that 
they  were  "sealed"  or  "made  safe."  Paul  informs  the 
Romans  that:  "Much  more  then,  being  now  justified  by 
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His  blood,  we  shall  be  saved  from  wrath  through  Him" 
(Romans  5:9).  All  Raptured  Saints  were  saved  from  God's 
wrath  which  is  to  be  "poured  out"  upon  sinful  men  near 
the  close  of  this  period  of  Great  Tribulation.  Therefore, 
it  was  necessary  for  God  to  "seal,"  or  make  safe,  the 
Tribulation  Saints,  who  had  doubtless  witnessed  this  great 
display  of  God's  great  Power. 

The  great  destructive  power  of  God's  impending  wrath 
is  suggested  in  the  angel  descending  from  the  east  with 
the  seal  of  the  living  God,  who  cried  with  a  loud  voice: 
"Hurt  not  the  earth,  neither  the  sea,  nor  trees,  till  we  have 
sealed  the  servants  of  our  God  in  their  foreheads"  (Rev. 
7:2-3).  Sealing  them,  making  them  safe  .  .  .  saving  them 
from  God's  great  wrath,  which  is  "poured  out"  during  the 
final  year,  or  seventh  seal,  which  is  God's  vengeance,  for 
which  the  souls  of  the  Tribulation  Martyi's  had  prayed 
as  related  in  Rev.  6:9-11. 

The  purpose  of  this  "sealing"  has  been  the  topic  of 
much  discussion  among  the  various  schools  of  Interpreta- 
tion; however,  if  we  confine  our  thinking  to  the  correct 
location  of  this  "sealing"  it  should  remove  much  of  the 
disagreement,  concerning  this,  and  also  as  to  who  it  is 
that  are  to  be  sealed.  Some  expositors,  such  as  Alfoi'd, 
Bengel,  DeWette,  Faussett,  and  others  claim  exemption 
from  tribulation  of  the  impending  visitations.  Others: 
Elliott,  Heinrichs,  Gaebeilin,  and  Scofield,  claim  that  it  is 
not  "exemption,"  from  tribulation,  but  "preservation"  in 
tribulation;  however  Stuart  claims  emphatically  that  it 
is  being  made  secure  against  "all  harm."  Irrespective  of 
all  these  ideas,  it  seems  reasonable  that  these  will  be  kept 
throughout  the  Tribulation,  else  there  would  be  none  to 
hear  His  welcome:  "Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  and 
inherit  the  Kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world"  (Matthew  25:34). 

Now  as  to  who  it  is  that  will  be  "sealed"  or  made  se- 
cure. Continuing  the  recital  of  this  event  we  read  the  9th 
verse  of  this  7th  chapter,  that  John  beheld  "A  great  mul- 
titude, which  no  man  could  number,  of  all  nations,  and 
kindreds,  and  tongues,  standing  before  the  throne,  and 
before  the  lamb,  clothed  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in 
their  hands"  (Rev.  7:9).  Then  we  read  in  Rev.  7:14  just 
who  these  are:  "These  are  they  which  came  out  of  great 
tribulation,  and  have  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  Therefore  it  is  easily 
seen  that  undoubtedly  this  great  multitude  were  also  of 
the  number  that  were  "sealed"  or  made  safe  for  the  bal- 
ance of  the  Great  Tribulation.  It  would  seem  that  the 
reason  the  names  of  each  of  the  12  tribes  were  mentioned 
in  the  sealing  of  Israel,  that  most  of  them  were  known  as 
"The  Lost  Tribes,  or  the  10  lost  tribes:"  however,  prac- 
tically all  of  the  leading  interpreters  of  various  schools 
state  that  Jewish  Christians  alone  were  sealed."  Sup- 
porting this  idea  are:  Faussett,  Dusterdieck,  Gaebelein, 
Torrey,  and  practically  all  Futurists.  However,  it  does  not 
seem  reasonable  that  God  would  protect  the  Jewish  Chris- 
tians, and  leave  Gentile  Christians  helpless.  As  evidence 
of  this  statement,  we  have  in  Rev.  14:1,  the  statement 
that  these  144,000  stood  upon  Mt.  Zion,  which  is  here  on 
earth,  "having  His  Father's  name  written  in  their  fore- 
heads." Then  in  Rev.  22:4,  that  "And  they  shall  see  His 
face;  and  His  name  shall  be  written  in  their  foreheads." 
Here  John  seems  to  be  speaking  of  all  the  Redeemed, 
Jews  and  Gentiles  alike,  as  "His  Servants"   (Rev.  22:3). 


Now  as  to  where  this  "sealing"  took  place.  Let  us  re- 
call that  in  Rev.  6:14,  we  read  that:  "The  heaven  departed 
as  a  scroll  that  is  rolled  together."  That  is  the  reason  for 
all  wicked  men  crying  out:  "Fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from 
the  face  of  Him  that  sitteth  on  the  Throne."  Doubtless  the 
Throne  of  God  was  in  plain  view  both  to  them  and  also  to 
God's  Tribulation  Saints.  Therefore  we  can  see  them, 
"standing  before  the  throne."  Perhaps  that  is  why  the 
wicked  asked  the  question:  "And  who  shall  be  able  to 
stand?"  Stand  where?  Before  the  throne!  Although  these 
were  standing  before  the  throne  of  God,  they  were  still 
here  on  earth,  where  they  were  "sealed,"  or  made  safe  for 
the  duration  of  the  Great  Tribulation. 

Throughout  the  Opening  of  the  entire  period  covered 
by  the  Opening  of  the  Six  Seals,  God  has  pei-mitted  evil 
mankind  to  have  his  way,  and  persecute  Jew  and  Gentile 
Christians;  but  now  in  the  opening  of  the  last,  or  Seventh 
Seal,  God  will  have  His  way,  and  will  pour  out  His  Wrath 
upon  evil  men.  This  will  be  covered  in  another  treatise. 

— Cumberland,  Maryland. 
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THERE  IS  A  SPECIAL  little  bit  of  land  in  this  world 
which  has  for  me  very  precious  memories.  It  covers 
an  area  of  about  eighty  miles  south  of  the  English-Scot- 
tish border.  There  you  can  walk  over  the  ruins  of  Ha- 
drian's wall,  once  the  limit  of  the  Roman  empire  in  Eng- 
land. You  can  conjure  up  in  your  mind  the  tremendous 
events  of  those  days  when  the  power  of  Rome  reached 
that  very  spot. 

If  you  go  round  that  district  you  will  find  very  many 
old  and  ancient  towers,  some  of  them  in  complete  ruins, 
others  of  them  beautifully  preserved  almost  as  they  wei*e. 
If  you  ask  why  it  is  that  some  of  them  are  in  ruins  and 
some  are  in  good  condition,  you  will  be  told  this  story. 
Several  hundred  years  ago  England  and  Scotland  were  at 
bitter  enmity,  and  the  English  in  Northumberland  were 
constantly  being  attacked  by  the  Scots,  who  carried 
away  their  cattle  and  stole  their  crops.  Therefore  the 
English  built  castles  near  the  border  to  defend  them- 
selves. Some  of  those  castles  had  secret  springs  that  pro- 
vided a  constant  flow  of  water.  Other  castles  had  to  re- 
ceive their  water  supply  through  a  pipe  from  a  well  many 
hundreds  of  yards  away.  The  Scottish  invaders  were 
astute  enough  to  know  what  to  do — they  would  cut  the 
pipe,  then  sit  around  the  fortress  and  wait  until  the  peo- 
ple inside  died  of  starvation  and  thirst.  But  those  who 
had  a  secret  spring  in  their  castles  were  invincible.  So 
those  castles  stand  until  this  day  as  living  reminders  of 
their  invincibility.  The  other  castles  lie  in  ruins. 

Every  one  of  us  has  within  him  a  fountain  of  life, 
but  there  are  Christians  who  have  not  discovered  it.  Many 
are  always  going  outside  themselves:  outside  for  amuse- 
ment and  ease,  for  luxui'y  and  indulgence,  and,  before 
long,  their  Christian  life  stands  in  utter  ruins.  But  there 
are  other  children  of  God  who  have  learned  that  the  only 
way  of  possessing  the  land  and  holding  on  to  the  grace 
which  God  in  Christ  has  given  them  is  to  draw  continu- 
ously on  the  inner  secret  fountain  of  life.  They  can  say 
with  all  their  hearts  that  Jesus  satisfies. — Alan  Redpath, 
in  Victorious  Christian  Living,  (Fleming  H.  Re  veil  Co.). 
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THE  KOBES  OF  JESUS 

PSALM  45:8  speaks  of  Christ's  robe  in  the  kingdom  of 
God  scented  with  myrrh  (divinity),  aloes  (divine  sor- 
row), and  cassia  (healing  power).  This  robe  is  kept  in 
the  "ivory  palaces"  (preserved  in  Gloi'y).  Isaiah  63:1-3 
speaks  of  our  Saviour's  garments  stained  with  His  own 
precious  blood  as  He  tread  the  winepress  of  God's  wrath 
against  sin  (Rev.  19:13).  The  allusion  here  is  to  David's 
soldiers  returning  with  bloody  garments  from  a  stiff 
battle  with  Edom.  We  are  bidden  to  "touch  the  hem  of 
His  garment"  which  He  wore  in  Mark  5:27. — 

"For  the  sinsick  there  is  mercy 
For  the  heavy  laden  rest. 
For  the   prisoner  there   is  freedom, 
Comfort  for  the  sore  distressed. 
Only  trust  Him,  He  will  heal  you. 
Come  for  there  is  nought  to  pay; 
You  and  I  may  touch  His  garment, 
For  He's  healing  still  today." 

After  we  have  touched  the  healing  garment  of  Christ 
we  may  be  clothed  with  the  Garment  of  His  Righteous- 
ness (Matt.  22:11).  We  who  caused  His  garments  to  be 
dyed  red  in  suffering  and  sorrow  are  now  intreated  to 
be  clothed  with  His  righteousness  (Rom.  3:22;  James 
2:23;  1  Cor.  1:30).  This  is  the  "best  robe"  which  was 
worn  by   the   returned   prodigal    (Luke   15:22). 

Because  of  our  interest  in  the  cx^ucifixion  of  Jesus  we 
may  be  more  familiar  with  the  coat  which  "was  without 
seam,  v/oven  from  the  top  throughout"  (John  19:23).  Let 
us  be  sure  we  are  interested  in  the  spiritual  truth  that 
God  has  for  us  in  this  robe,  which  the  executioners  by 
custom  cast  lots  for  possession  (John  19:24).  Jesus  as 
the  Lamb  of  God  was  slain  for  sinners  at  the  very  hour 
for  the  slaughter  of  passover  lambs  (John  19:14,  31). 
He  bore  our  curse  for  sin  that  day  (Gal.  3:13).  He  was 
"pierced"  according  to  prophecy  (Psalm  22:16).  Sinners 
beheld  what  they  had  done  (John  19:37;  Zech.  12:10). 
Not  a  bone  of  His  was  broken  because  He  became  our 
Passover  (John  19:36);  Ex.  12:46;  1  Cor.  5:7).  Every 
prophesied  detail  of  the  crucifixion  was  fulfilled  even  to 
the  parting  of  his  garments  and  the  casting  of  lots  for 
His  vesture   (Psalm  22:18). 

The  guilty  sinners  of  Eden  clothed  themselves  with 
aprons  of  fig  leaves  (Gen.  3:7).  But  man's  righteousness 
is  as  rags  in  God's  sight  (Isaiah  64:6).  So  God  clothed 
them  with  skins  (Gen.  3:21),  which  denotes  that  a  sac- 
rifice of  animals  for  sin  had  been  made.  The  seamless 
robe  was  becoming  to  Jesus  who  was  sinless  (John 
8:46;  Luke  23:40,  41).  Peter,  James  and  John  were  en- 
raptured to  see  Christ  in  His  transfiguration  raiment 
(Matt.    17:2),    which    spoke    of    His    heavenly    glory   and 
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second  coming  (2  Peter  1:16).  His  heavenly  garments  are 
pictured  in  detail  in  Revelation  1:13-16. 

In  washing  the  disciples'  feet  our  Saviour  laid  aside 
His  garments  (John  13:4)  and  girded  Himself  with  a 
towel.  Thus  He  laid  aside  His  garments  of  glory  to  come 
to  earth  to  become  "obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death 
of  the  cross"  (Phil.  2:6-8).  After  He  had  washed  His  dis- 
ciples' feet  He  took  up  His  garments  and  sat  down  (John 
13:12;  Phil.  2:9-11).  He  purposes  to  keep  His  church 
cleansed  and  holy   (Eph.   5:26,  27). 

Christ  died  a  voluntary  death  (John  10:17,  18).  Pilate 
had  no  power  except  by  God's  permission  (John  19:11). 
He  lay  down  His  life  by  choice  (John  19:30;  Luke  24: 
46).  To  take  a  sinner's  place  He  had  to  be  stripped  of 
His  seamless  robe  (2  Cor.  5:21).  Stripped  of  His  robe 
He  was  like  a  sheep  before  a  shearer  (Isa.  53:7).  In  sav- 
ing others  He  could  not  spare  Himself  (Matt.  27:42). 
With  the  sin  of  the  whole  world  laid  upon  Him  he  was 
speechless  (Isa.  53:6,  7).  He  was  forsaken  of  God  in 
judgment  (Matt.  27:46).  This  all  had  to  transpire  so 
He  could  be  "OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS"  (Jer.  23:6).  He 
shed  His  coat  that  we  might  be  covered  (Rom.  4:7,  8). 
Thus  was  all  carried  out  according  to  the  divine  plan 
(Psalm  22:18). 

"My  hope  must  have  His  righteousness, 
For  it  can  rest  on  nothing  less." 
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Lesson  for  March  25,  1956 

THE   MEANING   OF   CHRIST'S   SUFFERING 

Lesson:  Luke  23:4-18,  39-43 


C 


ONTEMPLATING  THE  CROSS  OF  CALVARY  and 

our   Suffering  Savior,  we   would   say  with   the   poet: 

"  'Man  of   Sorrows',   what   a   name 

For  the  Son  of  God  who  came 
Ruined  sinners  to  reclaim! 

Hallelujah!  what  a  Savior! 

Bearing   shame  and   scoffing  rude, 
In  my   place   condemned   He    stood. 

Sealed  my  pardon  with  His  blood; 
Hallelujah!   what  a   Savior!" 

Asking  my  Savior  why  He  would  consent  to  suffer 
the  rebuffs  of  men — the  agony  of  the  cruel  cross — He 
would  say:  "It  was  for  YOU!  For  YOU  I  willingly  sub- 
mitted to  the  tauntings  of  the  crowds;  the  mockery  of 
the  trial;  the  print  of  the  nails  in  my  hands  and  feet;  . 
the  sharp  thrust  of  the  spear  in  my  side!  For  YOU  IS 
suffered  and  bled  and  died! 

And  then  we  hear  from  of  old  the  mighty  voice  of ! 
Isaiah  the  Prophet  speaking  to  us:  "But  He  was  wounded! 
for  our  transgressions,  He  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities:! 
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the  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  Him;  and  with 
His  stripes  we  are  healed"   (Isaiah  53:5). 

Let's  go  back,  however,  to  see  the  events  which  led  up 
to  the  cross.  The  intense  hatred  of  the  religious  leaders 
for  Jesus  Christ  mounted  day  by  day  as  they  saw  the 
small  group  of  followers  grow  steadily  until  it  became 
a  great  multitude. 

Something  must  be  done  about  this  man!  He  would 
have  to  be  stopped!  "And  the  chief  priests  and  scribes 
sought  how  they  might  kill  Him"  (Luke  22:2).  It  was 
not  difficult  to  do.  Judas  Iscariot  became  their  willing 
tool.  He  did  his  dastardly  act  and  betrayed  Jesus  for 
thirty  pieces  of  silver. 

It  might  be  well  to  pause  here  to  think  upon  Judas' 
foul  deed.  Judas — a  man  willing  to  sell  his  Master  for 
less  than  $25.00!  How  coiild  he  do  it!  Such  a  man  de- 
serves the  worst  that  could  come  to  him!  BUT  WAIT! 
With  all  honesty  we  must  blushingly  admit  some  have 
willfully  betrayed  the  Son  of  God  for  far  less  than  this! 
Many  Christians  have  been  guilty  of  failing  the  Master 
time  and  time  again.  Many  have  refused  to  acknowledge 
Him  before  the  godless  factory  crowd  with  whom  they 
work!  Many  have  shunned  a  God-given  opportunity  to 
speak  out  and  defend  the  One  whom  they  profess  to  love 
and  serve!  How  great  should  be  our  shame! 

Delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  chief  priests,  Christ 
was  quickly  taken  before  the  rulers,  mocked  and  scourged, 
and  then  nailed  upon  Calvary's  Cross. 

This  they  did  in  spite  of  the  fact  they  had  no  evi- 
dence of  misconduct  on  Christ's  part.  Pilate's  testimony 
was  this:  "I  find  no  fault  in  this  man  .  .  .  Nothing 
worthy  of  death  is  done  unto  Him"   (Luke  23:4,  15). 

Yet  the  crowd  of  people  cried:  "Crucify  Him,  crucify 
Him." 

And  "they  crucified  Him." 

Again  we  ask  Him  why  He  had  to  die.  Again  we  hear 
Him  say:  "It  was  for  YOU!" 

"Lifted  up  was  He  tq  die, 

'It  is  finished,'  was  His  cry; 
Now   in   heav'n    exalted   high. 

Hallelujah!  what  a   Savior! 

When  He  comes,  our  glorious  King, 
All    His    ransomed  home    to    bring, 

Then  anew  this  song  we'll  sing. 
Hallelujah!  what  a  Savior!" 
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Give  through  your  local  Chui'ch,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also   please   note: 

FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  OFFERING 

(Easter) 
Make  checks  payable  to  The  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren   Church,   and  address   The   Missionary   Board   of 
the  Brethren  Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


FIRESTONE  PARK,  AKRON,  OHIO 

Just  a  few  words  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  still  on 
the  map.  This  has  been  a  busy  winter.  The  chui'ch  allowed 
me  to  hold  two  outside  Revival  meetings:  A  one  week 
meeting  at  North  Georgetown  and  a  two  week  meeting 
at  Gratis,  Ohio.  The  people  at  both  churches  were  good 
listeners  and  manifested  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Church.  At  North  Georgetown,  delegations  attended  from 
Louisville,  Canton,  Smithville,  and  Akron.  At  Gratis  dele- 
gations attended  from  New  Lebanon  and  West  Alexan- 
dria. Rev.  Garland,  Pastor  of  the  West  Alexandria  Breth- 
ren Church,  led  the  singing  several  nights.  On  the  other 
nights  different  people  in  the  local  church  led  the  sing- 
ing. The  pastors,  Rev.  Donald  Rowser  at  North  George- 
town and  Rev.  M.  W.  Dodds,  our  son  at  Gratis,  drove  the 
car  in  making  calls  on  prospects  and  in  homes  of  the 
members,  and  to  various  homes  where  the  pastor  and 
evangelist  enjoyed  fine  Christian  fellowship  and  meals  fit 
for  kings.  When  the  membership  of  any  chui'ch  unites  in 
Christian  co-operation,  that  church  is  sure  to  grow  spir- 
itually. We  prophesy  that  these  two  churches  will  make 
much  progress  in  the  Lord's  work  in  days  that  lie  ahead. 

Following  these  two  meetings  we  held  a  two  week 
Revival  Meeting  in  the  Akron  Brethren  Church.  Then 
came  Christmas  programs;  semi-annual  Business  Meet- 
ing in  January;  Public  services  of  the  Official  Board  in 
January,  and  the  Boys'  Brotherhood  public  service  in  Feb- 
ruary. Sunday  evening  March  18th  the  Brethren  Youth 
will  give  their  Public  Service  (The  National  Youth  Di- 
rector, Rev.  Stogsdill,  will  be  guest).  The  W.  M.  S.  is 
preparing  a  Passion  Week  play  for  Palm  Sunday  eve- 
ning and  the  Choir  is  preparing  an  Easter  Cantata  for 
Easter  Sunday  evening.  The  Choir  will  assist  the  pastor 
in  giving  the  Resurrection  Message  on  Easter  Sunday 
morning.  Passion  Week  services  will  be  held  each  night 
from  Palm  Sunday  to  Easter.  Our  faithful  choir  director 
is  Oliver  M.  Parker. 

At  the  January  Business  Meeting  the  church  unani- 
mously passed  two  motions  which  challenged  the  pastor 
to  work  harder  than  ever  during  the  year  1956.  The  first 
motion  was  to  give  the  pastor  a  $260.00  increase  in  sal- 
ary for  the  year  1956.  Thei  second  motion  was  for  the 
pastor  to  hold  the  Passion  Week  services,  or,  if  he  wanted 
to  to  get  another  minister  to  assist  during  the  week. 
Such  expressions  of  confidence  are  encouraging  to  any 
minister.  Our  heart,  abounding  in  love,  goes  out  to  a 
church  membership  that  exercises  such  loyal  support  in 
sincere  love  and  Christian  co-operation.  May  they  abound 
in  the  grace  and  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.  May  nothing  be  done  in  any  way  to  hinder 
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their  efforts  unto  the  onward  march  and  progress  in  the 
Lord's  mighty  work. 

Our  1956  theme  is,  "Spiritual  Development  through 
Christian  Co-operation."  As  a  part  of  the  program  on 
this  theme,  our  Wednesday  night  services  will  deal  large- 
ly with  training  for  Church  Membership.  We  are  using 
the  booklet  "The  Way  of  Life,"  published  by  the  Breth- 
ren Publishing  Company. 

The  N.  E.  O.  L.  Rally  was  held  in  our  church  in  Jan- 
uary— Arlie  McCart  was  the  speaker.  Sunday  morning 
February  12,  Rolf  Stolpner  was  guest  speaker.  His  mes- 
sage was  interesting  and  well  received.  It  was  very  chal- 
lenging. 

During  1955  an  Organ  and  Carpet  were  presented  to 
and  installed  in  the  church.  These  are  a  big  help  in  the 
worship  services  of  the  church.  At  present  the  Young 
Adult  Bible  Class  is  working  on  a  Choir  Robe  Project. 
The  robes  are  expected  to  be  in  use  and  dedicated  on 
Easter  Sunday.  The  organ  and  carpet  were  given  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Geo.  Dunn. 

J.  G.  Dodds. 


CHEYENNE,  WYOMING 

On  March  25th,  we  will  begin  our  Evangelistic  Meetings 
Math  Rev.  H.  E.  Eppley  of  Winona  Lake,  Indiana,  as  our 
Evangelist.  He  and  his  wife  are  presently  in  Los  Ange- 
les, California,  and  will  stay  over  here  for  the  meetings. 

We  also  plan  to  hold  our  10th  Annual  Worship  Service 
and  Easter  Morning  breakfast.  Services  6:00  A.  M. 
Breakfast  6:30.  There  were  93  present  last  year.  We 
plan  to  make  this  the  best  ever. 

The  Laymen  took  charge  of  the  evening  service  on 
March  4th  and  did  a  nice  job.  The  Ladies'  Mission  of 
which  Mrs.  Garber  is  President  had  charge  of  the  Sun- 
day evening  March  11th  service. 

The  Church  is  doing  very  well,  having  baptized  and 
taken  into  the  church  nine  new  members  since  October 
23rd,  adding  three  new  families,  none  of  which  were 
church  going  folk.  We  praise  the  Lord  for  victories  won 
for  His  testimony. 

Just  now  the  Laymen  are  enclosing  a  kitchen  in  the 
basement  of  the  Church  and  plan  to  finish  the  basement 
before  fall  when  the  District  Conference  will  be  held 
here. 

I  am  recuperating  very  nicely.  Have  filled  the  pulpit 
the  past  two  Sunday  mornings. 

Frank  W.  Garber. 
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HILEMAN-MICHAEL.  Saturday  evening,  February  4, 
1956,  Kenneth  Eugene  Hileman  and  Clara  Jo  Michael 
were  united  in  marriage.  The  bride  is  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  D.  Michael  and  the  bridegroom,  a  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  W.  Hileman,  all  of  Gratis,  Ohio.  The 
ceremony  was  solemnized  in  the   First  Brethren   Church 


of  Gratis,  Ohio,  by  this  writer,  who  baptized  each  of  the 
parties  April  17,  1949  during  his  tenure  as  Pastor,  who 
read  the   double   ring  ritual. 

William  S.  Crick. 


GARLAND-FUDGE.  Gail  Garland,  daughter  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  H.  R.  Garland,  and  David  Fudge,  were  united 
in  marriage  Sunday  afternoon,  February  19th,  in  the 
West  Alexandria,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church,  by  the  bride's 
father.  The  couple  will  make  their  home  at  present  with 
Mrs.  Maude  TuUis,  of  Farmersville,  the  groom's  grand- 
mother. 

H.  R.  Garland,  Pastor. 
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THOMPSON.  William  H.  Thompson,  93,  entered  into 
rest  while  he  peacefully  slept  Friday  night,  February  24, 
1956,  at  the  home  of  a  son-in-law  and  daughter  in  Colum- 
bus, Ohio.  Funeral  services  were  held  the  following  Mon- 
day, in  Columbus  by  this  writer,  assisted  by  the  Pastor  j 
of  the  daughter  whose  family  had  been  caring  for  him 
in  his  advanced  years.  Soon  after  our  having  been  lo- 
cated in  Newark,  where  Mr.  Thompson  was  then  living, 
he  sought  us  out  and  requested  baptism  by  trine  immersion, 
which  was  arranged.  At  the  age  of  92,  he  underwent  a 
real  experience  of  salvation,  which  remained  a  great 
source  of  comfort  during  his  remaining  years.  Brother 
Thompson  became  the  "first  fruits"  of  the  Missionary 
Board's  work  in  Newark,  and  he  now  becomes  the  first 
of  the  group  of  thirty  to  join  the  Church  Triumphant. 

William  S.  Crick. 


GEISON.  Mrs.  George  W.  (Anna  Laura)  Geison,  born 
Dec.  9, 1875,  departed  from  this  life,  Feb.  25,  1956,  Funeral 
services  held  in  the  Brethren  Church,  Lanark,  Illinois, 
Feb.  27th.  She  was  a  loyal  and  faithful  member,  and  at- 
tendant when  health  permitted,  of  the  Lanark  Church. 
Survived  by  one  sister,  Mrs.  Rosa  Hepner,  of  Lanark. 

H.   Francis   Berkshire. 


Following  is  a  list  of  funerals  I  have  had  recently. 

BROWN.  Vern  Brown,  81,  well  known  farmer  in  Flora 
vicinity,  for  many  years  a  member  of  the(  Flora  Brethren 
Church,  died  Sept.  6,  1955,  following  a  long  illness.  Sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Mable,  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Services   conducted   in   the   Brethren   Church  at   Flora.      | 

JORDAN.  Robert  Jordan,  42,  prominent  business  man 
in  Flora,  died  very .  suddenly  on  Sept.  9,  1955.  Survived 
by  wife,  Isabelle,  and  two  daughters.  Member  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

PRICE.  Jesse  Price,  82,  life  long  resident  of  Elkhart! 
County,    member   Nappanee    Brethren    Church,  died    Oct.) 
29,  1955.   Survived  by  wife.  Myrtle,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Services  at  Nappanee  Brethren  Church. 

KUNS.  Mrs.  Fannie  Kuns,  80,  widow  of  Amos  Kuns, 
died  suddenly  at  her  home  in  Flora.  Very  active  in  the 
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church  for  many  years,  sei'ved  as  deaconess  and  was  an 
active  member  of  the  W.  M.  S.  Survived  by  one  son  and 
one  daughter.  Services  in  the  Church,  Dec.  23,  1955. 

FLOEA.  Albert  Flora,  for  many  years  a  business  man 
in  Flora,  died  at  his  home  following  a  lingering  illness 
of  several  years.  Member  of  the  Brethren  Church  at 
Flora.  Survived  by  his  wife,  Gladys,  and  one  daughter. 
Services  at  the  Carter  Funeral  Home  in  Flora,  Dec.  30, 
1955. 

WISE.  Mrs.  Cora  Wise,  85,  faithful  member  of  the 
Church  for  many  years,  died  following  surgery,  LaFay- 
ette,  Ind.  Widow  of  David  Wise.  Survived  by  three  sons. 
Services  in  the  Church,  Feb  6,  1956. 

SCOTT.  Mrs.  Esther  Scott,  74,  died  in  Logansport,  Ind. 
Member  of  the  Brethren  Church,  Mexico,  Ind.  Widow  of 
Otto  Scott.  Survived  by  several  children.  Services  in  the 
Drake-Flower  funeral  home,  Peru,  Ind.,  Jan.  24,  1956. 

JORDAN.  Gilbert  Jordan,  77,  resident  of  The  Breth- 
ren's Home,  Flora,  died  suddenly  Feb.  18,  1956.  Sur- 
vived by  two  sons.  Member  of  the  Brethren  Church  at 
Flora.  One  time  Postmaster  at  Flora,  school  teacher, 
and  more  recently,  door  keeper  in  the  Indiana 
State  House,  Indianapolis.  Service  held  in  the  Leiter 
Funeral  Home,  Flora. 

HICKS.  Arthur  Hicks,  62,  died  at  his  home,  Battle 
Ground,  Ind.,  following  a  long  illness.  Member,  Brethren 
Church  of  Flora.  Survived  by  his  wife  and  several  chil- 
dren. Services  in  the  Methodist  Church,  Battle  Ground, 
Dec.  3,  1955. 

C.  A.  Stewart. 


WITH  THE  LAYMEN 


WARSAW,    INDIANA 

The  laymen  of  the  Brethren  Church  of  Warsaw,  In- 
diana, met  in  the  church  basement  the  evening  of  Jan- 
uary 23,  1956,  for  a  fine  fellowship  supper  of  cornbread, 
ham  and  beans  served  by  the  W.  M.  S.  of  the  Church. 
Following  the  business  meeting  conducted  by  our  presi- 
dent, Robert  Frush,  and  devotions  by  our  pastor.  Rev. 
Robert  Holsinger,  Mr.  Owen  Horn  introduced  as  our 
speakers  of  the  evening.  Max  Miller,  of  Nappanee,  Secre- 
tary for  the  National  Laymen's  Organization,  and  Vern 
Meek,  president  of  the  Nappanee  Laymen's  Organization. 
Each  gave  very  interesting  speeches.  An  enjoyable  eve- 
ning was  spent  by  all. 

Doyle    Webb,    Chairman,   Goals    Committee, 
Warsaw   (Indiana)    Laymen's   Oi-ganization. 


Read  your 

Brethren  Evangelist 

every  week. 


Spiritual  flDebitations 


Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 


NO  DETOURS  ON  THE  ROAD  TO  GOD 

"And  put  no  difference  between  us  and  them."  Acts 
15:9. 

THE  WAY  TO  GOD  is  a  straight  and  open  road. 
There  are  no  detours  on  that  road.  Men  have  endeav- 
ored to  establish  detours.  Already  in  the  time  of  the 
Apostles  the  Pharisees  insisted  that  the  Gentile  must 
first  become  a  Jew  before  he  could  become  a  Christian. 
Peter  said  that  no  detour  like  that  was  necessary,  insist- 
ing that  God  admitted  Gentiles  and  Jews  on  the  same 
level.  "There  is  no  difference  between  the  Jew  and  the 
Greek:  for  the  same  Lord  over  all  is  rich  unto  all  that 
call  upon  him." 

And  the  Master  issued  His  invitation  to  the  sharing 
of  the  blessings  of  His  kingdom  in  the  memorable  words 
"Come  unto  me  ALL  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest."  A  converted  native  in 
a  heathen  land  gave  this  testimony:  "It  is  almost  un- 
believable that  I  can  say  my  own  prayers  unto  God. 
Always  have  I  been  taught  that  a  paid  priest  must  say 
my  prayers  for  me.  There  is  much  I  will  tell  God  now 
that  I  would  never  tell  the  priests."  There  is  no  detour 
in  the  soul's  approach  to  God. 

The  approach  to  God  may  be  "straight  and  narrow" 
but  it  is  paved  with  all  the  rich  promises  of  God.  And 
as  it  is  easier  to  drive  a  machine  on  a  straight — though 
narrow — road  without  detours,  so  also  it  is  easier  to 
travel  the  "straight  and  narrow"  road  to  God.  And  as 
it  is  wise  to  heed  all  the  road  signs,  placed  along  the 
highways  to  facilitate  safety  and  satisfaction  in  travel- 
ing, so  also  is  it  necessary  to  observe  the  warnings  and 
directions  on  the  road  of  life.  Speed  limits,  crossing  warn- 
ings, stop  signs,  granting  of  the  right-of-way  to  half 
of  the  road  to  other  motorists, — the  road  is  STRAIGHT, 
AND  NO  DETOURS.  For  the  greatest  dangers  in  life 
are  contained  in  the  attempted  detours  from  the 
"straight  and  narrow"  road  of  God's  will. 


According  to  the  latest  enrollment  figures  released  by 
Mr.  Harold  Clarke,  Registi'ar  of  Ashland  College  enroll- 
ment for  second  semester  has  surpassed  the  correspond- 
ing semester  of  last  year  by  13.8%.  Figures  released 
show  that  day  school  enrollment  is  495  which  includes 
full  time,  part  time  and  seminary  students.  Evening 
division  attendance  is  269,  which  makes  a  grand  total 
of  764  enrolled  for  second  semester. 

Applications  are  now  being  received  for  summer  ses- 
sion which  opens  on  June  12  and  for  the  first  semester  of 
1956-57  fall  session  which  opens  on  Monday  September 
17.  Applications  should  be  sent  to  Director  of  Admissions, 
Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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Clarence  Stogsdill.  Direct-or 

BACK  TO  THE  BIBLE 

SOME  OF  YOU  may  listen  to  the  "Back  to  the  Bible 
Broadcast"  from  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  It  is  spread  all 
over  the  United  States  by  many  networks,  guaranteeing 
everyone  the  opportunity  to  hear  the  Word  of  God.  The 
title  of  the  program  is  a  practical  one:  "Back  to  the 
Bible."  There  is  no  greater  need  in  America,  in  the 
world,  today  than  to  get  back  to  the  Bible.  People  every- 
where would  discover  that  their  cares  would  dissolve  if 
they  once  again  took  to  reading  the  Bible.  I  used  to  think 
that  some  people  read  their  Bibles  regularly  just  to  con- 
vince themselves  that  they  really  were  living  close  to 
God — a  rather  dangerous  attitude,  but  I  was  guilty.  I 
found  it  difficult  to  sit  down  and  read  the  Bible  regular- 
ly, for  my  mind  was  always  busy  on  something  and  the 
Bible  seemed  to  break  the  chain  of  thought.  Sometimes 
I  found  the  reading  even  rather  uninteresting,  as  I  am 
sure  you  will  agree  that  there  are  times  when  certain 
portions  of  the  Chronicles,  or  the  Proverbs  or  some  other 
portions  don't  arouse  a  great  interest. 

But  to  say  that  just  because  there  are  times  when  one 
doesn't  feel  like  reading  the  Bible  it  follows  that  it  will 
do  no  good  to  read  it,  is  like  saying  that  food  will  do 
us  no  good  if  we  don't  have  a  ravishing  appetite,  or  that 
water  will  not  make  us  clean  because  we  are  tired  and 
don't  feel  like  washing.  If  we  are  too  busy  to  read  God's 
Word,  we  are  too  busy!  It  isn't  God's  fault  that  we  have 
neglected  Him  and  His  Word  and  gotten  ourselves  too 
busy  to  learn  of  Him.  It  isn't  God  who  is  going  to  suf- 
fer or  regret  it  if  we  come  down  to  the  end  of  life — 
and  that  may  be  any  moment — no  better  off  spiritually 
than  we  were  when  we  first  began  this  journey  called 
the  New  Birth.  Satan  is  keen  on  keeping  the  mind  of 
the  Christian  too  busy  to  remember  God.  Like  Peter 
walking  on  the  water,  he  wants  us  to  take  our  eyes  off 
Jesus. 

Though  the  portion  of  Scripture  which  we  read  may  be 
short,  and  the  amount  we  retain  be  small,  the  habit  will 
be  formed  and  gradually  increase  in  our  daily  lives  until 
we  find  that  to  do  without  a  portion  of  Scripture  is  like 
doing  without  water  or  food,  or  without  washing.  Then, 
too,  the  reading  of  the  Word  each  time  as  if  it  were 
the  first  time  suggests  new  ideas  and  brings  home 
deeper  truths  which  will  in  turn  excite  greater  interest 
in  the  Bible.  You  will  find  yourself  living  for  the  min- 
utes when  you  can  return  in  the  quiet  of  the  day  to 
hear  Him  speak  through  His  Word  to  you. 

REFRESHING  EXPERIENCE 

What  makes  us  so  sour  in  spirit?  Why  do  we  feel  this 
way — no  desire  to  read  the  Bible,  no  genuine  love  for 
our  fellow  man,  no  zeal  or  eagerness  to  get  things  done 
in   the   spirit  ? 

How  do  you  suppose  you  would  feel  in  your  body  if 
you  had  not  bathed  all  winter,  or  taken  a  walk  now  and 
then?   How  would  you  feel  if  all  you  had  eaten  is  what 


you  could  pick  up  that  others  have  prepared  and  thrown 
out  when  it  is  cold?  Think  about  it,  and  you  will  see 
why  you  have  that  "run  down"  feeling  in  spirit.  The 
desert  is  dry  because  it  has  no  rain.  The  soul  becomes 
just  as  dry  without  the  "washing  of  water  by  the  Word." 

How  long  has  it  been  since  you  felt  young  in  spirit? 
Have  you  ever  had  as  moving  an  experience  in  your 
soul  as  that  when  you  first  accepted  the  Lord  as  your 
Saviour?  Instead  of  talking  about  "that  experience"  you 
had  back  there,  can  you  speak  of  an  experience  this 
week  ?  If  not,  then  the  answer  is  the  Bible.  Open  its 
covers  again.  Feel  the  refreshing  rain  dropping  down 
from  heaven.  Bathe  in  the  promises  of  forgiveness  and 
renewed  strength.  Feed  on  it  again.  FEEL  LIKE  NEW 
AGAIN! 

Not  long  ago  in  a  Sunday  School  where  I  attended  a    i 
man  argued  with  the  Word  of  God  about  a  principle  which   1 
had   to  do  with   succeeding  in   life.   He   argued  as  if  he  j 
had  never  heard  of  God's  side  of  the  question  before,  as 
if   the   statement  in   God's   word   were   preposterous.   He 
claims  to  be  a   Christian,  but  such  ignorance!  He  needs 
the   Word   of   God   to   find   lodging  in  his   heart.   He  no 
longer  would   be   bothered  about   business   successes   and 
failures.  There  can  be  no  sad  sacks  when  they  read  the 
refreshing   word.   There   would  be   no   more   sour  pusses 
if  God's  promises  were  read  and  believed. 

SOUND    RECORDS   OF   SCRIPTURE 

A  relatively  new  thing  in  our  society  is  the  recording 
of  the  Bible  on  plastic  records.  This  I  believe  we  will  in 
time  discover  to  be  a  wonderful  idea.  When  one  studies 
a  modern  language  he  must  learn  to  read,  speak  and 
hear  the  language  before  he  is  considered  a  master  of 
it.  I  learned  that  a  tape  recorder  does  wonders  in  the 
learning  of  another  language  (as  much  as  I  have 
learned!).  Most  of  us  are  poor  readers,  especially  of  the 
Bible.  The  reason  we  get  so  little  from  it  is  that  we 
don't  read  it  properly,  putting  the  correct  inflection  in 
and  making  pauses  where  they  are  intended.  The  recorded 
passages  certainly  must  be  read  well  or  they  would  not 
be  sold.  I  believe  that  it  will  become  a  big  help  in  the 
future  to  play  recordings  of  the  Bible.  We  will  discoveri 
that  the  sound  of  the  message  will  bring  out  many  truths! 
which  heretofore  have  been  hidden  all  because  of  ouri 
inability  to  read  the  Bible  properly.  From  that  time  on,i 
I  predict,  our  very  reading  will  improve  and  mean  more' 
to  us. 

THE    BIBLE    FOR   YOUNG   PEOPLE 

If  you  want  to  give  youth  something  new,  something; 
different,  something  real  and  tangible — something  they 
keep  calling  for  and  don't  get — give  them  Bible.  Their  | 
quick  minds  are  more  capable  of  grasping  the  message 
than  were  their  forefathers!  We  have  tried  everything 
else  and  produced  mostly  juvenile  delinquents.  Let  us| 
now  "try"  the  Bible!  Across  the  land  Story  Telling  Leagues 
are  springing  up  all  over.  People  love  stories.  Bible 
stories  are  the  best  the  world  will  ever  know.  The  Bible 
has  the  best  in  every  field  of  literature:  history,  prose 
poetry,  drama,  philosophy — plus  one  that  exists  nowhere 
else — PROPHECY.  Do  we  have  an  open  door?  Just  trj 
that  new  substance  on  your  youth:  THE  BIBLE.  It  is  £ 
corrective  for  every  form  of  evil  and  maladjustment 
"Wherewithal  shall  a  young  man  cleanse  his  way?  bj 
taking  heed  thereto  according  to  thy  word."  (PsaUr 
119:9). 
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COMING  EVENTS 

ANNUAL  PASTOR'S  CONFERENCE 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church 

Begins Tuesday  night,  April  10th,  7:30 

Closes Thursday  night,  April  12th,  8:30 

AREAS  OF  DISCUSSION Foreign  Missions 

Church  Finance 
Youth  Leadership 

SPECIAL  FEATURES Coffee  hour 

Communion 
Time  to  talk 
Good  singing 
COME  FOR  INSPIRATION  AND 
INSTRUCTION 


BNTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Holy  Week  Services— March 
25th  through  April  1st — Eev.  V.  E.  Meyer,  Pastor. 

FAIR    HAVEN,    OHIO.   Holy    Week    Services— March 

28th  and  29th— Rev.  Charles  Munson,  Speaker;  Rev.  Phil 
Lersch,  Pastor. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  Main  Street  Brethren.  Pre- 
Easter  Evangelistic  Services— Evening  of  March  25th 
through  March  30th — Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  Evange- 
list; Rev.  Horace  Huse,  Pastor. 

WAYNESBORO,    PENNA.    Wayne    Heights    Brethren. 

Pre-Easter  Services— March  28-30— Rev.  D.  C.  White, 
Speaker,  March  28th;  Rev.  Lester  Meyers,  Speaker, 
March  30th;  Rev.  N.  Victor  Leatherman,  Pastor. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Holy  Week  Services- 
March  25-30 — Dr.  Herman  Centz,  Speaker;  Rev.  J.  D. 
Hamel,  Pastor. 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Holy  Week  Services— March 
29-30— Rev.  W.  S.  Benshoff,  Pastor. 

TIOSA,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— April  2-15— Rev. 
0.  C.  Lemert,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Wayne  E.  Sw^ihart,  Pas- 
tor. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— April  3-15— 
Rev.  V.  D.  Geren,  Evangelist;  Rev.  E.  J.  Black,  Pastor. 

GATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  Revival  Services— April  2-8— 
Rev.  Hays  K.  Logan,  Pastor-Evangelist. 

CHEYENNE,  WYOMING.  Evangelistic  Meeting— Be- 
ginning March  25th — Rev.  H.  E.  Eppley,  Evangelist;  Rev. 
Frank  W.  Garber,  Pastor. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Pre-Easter  Services— March  25th 
through  April  1st — Rev.  Spencer  Gentle,  Pastor. 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Holy  Week  Services— March 

29-30— Biblical  Drama,  "The  Thirty  Pieces  of  Silver" 
Thursday  evening;  preaching  Friday  evening;  Rev.  Bruce 
C.   Shanholtz,   Pastor. 

HOWE,  INDIANA.  Brighton  Chapel  Brethren.— Holy 
Week  Services — March  28-30 — Messages  by  Rev.  Smith 
F.  Rose,  Pastor. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Revival  Services— April  2-15 
— Rev.  D.  C.  White,  Evangelist;  Rev.  William  D.  Keeling, 
Pastor. 


containing  five   Sundays,  thereby  giving  to  them  an  op- 
portunity for  experience  and  training. 

FAIR  HAVEN,  OHIO.  A  note  from  Brother  Phil 
Lersch  says,  "We  observed  a  church  'Birthday  Party'  as 
a  means  of  having  a  good  time,  and  also  raising  money 
for  the  Brethren  Youth  project.  This  v^as  on  March  13th." 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  A  Music  Festival  was  held 
the  evening  of  March  11th  featuring  music  of  the  com- 
bined choirs  of  the  church. 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Rolf  Stolpner,  German  Ex- 
change student  at  Ashland  College,  was  guest  speaker  in 
the  Williamstown   church   the   morning   of   March   4th. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Brother  E.  J.  Black,  of  the  Mun- 
cie  Church,  and  Brother  Arthur  Tinkel,  Sr.,  of  the  Oak- 
ville  Church  conducted  an  exchange  of  pulpits  at  the 
morning   service   on   March   11th. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  A  new  cement  floor  has  been 
poured  in  the  basement  of  the  church. 

STOCKTON,  CALIF.  Mrs.  C.  E.  Johnson  writes,  "Our 
Church  is  going  along  very  nicely,  with  good  interest. 
Two  boys  were  baptized  last  month." 


omen 
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by   Helen  Jordan 
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IN  THE  HEART'S  GARDEN 

GARDENING  TIME  is  almost  here  again.  Many  of 
us  love  a  garden,  yet  most  gardens  are  seasonal. 
Gardening  is  important  work,  from  the  sowing  of  the 
seed  to   the  gathering  of  the  fi'uit  or  flov/ers. 

Gratitude  is  the  m_ost  charming  flower  in  the  garden 
of  the  heart.  Some  flowers  of  the  heart  are  more  deli- 
cate, but  gratitude  has  the  sweetest  fragrance.  Apprecia- 
tion, an  every  day  name  for  gratitude,  is  a  winner  of 
friendships. 

Gratitude  is  not  a  mere  "thank  you"  which  so  many 
times  is  passed  out  as  a  commonplace  courtesy.  Only 
those  who  bring  gifts  of  love  and  service  know  where 
this   flower  grows. 

Gratitude  is  a  rare  flower  whose  freshness  makes  life 
richer,  deeper,  and  fuller.  One  who  plants  and  tends  this 
flower  will  have  a  life  full  and  running  over  with  love 
and  joy  and  gladness. 

This  flower  grows  close  to  the  busy  walks  of  life.  It  is 
so  simply  obtained  that  it  should  grow  and  flourish  in 
every  heart.  Does  God  find  this  flower,  gratitude,  in  the 
garden  of  your  heart? — From  "Food  For  Thot." 

Vera    E.   Laughlin, 

Greencastle,  Penna. 
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Everyone  Needs  To 

In  Missions 


The  Desire  of  Our 


To  Spread  The  Good  News  of  Salvation 


©      To  Free  Ourselves  From  Se 


To  Prove  Our  Stewardship 


To  Receive  Promised  Bless 


®      To  Grow  in  Grace 


#      To  Make  An  Advance  in  Brethren  Missions 


Everyone  Needs  To  Share 
now  and  throughout  the  year 


GOAL-$75,000.00 
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Organ  of  Che  Srethrcn  Church 


Christ  is  risen!  Hallelujah! 

Gladness  fills  the  worid  today; 
From  the  tomb  that  could  not  hold  him, 

See,  the  stone  is  rolled  away! 

Christ  hath  risen!  Hallelujah! 

Blessed  morn  of  life  and  light; 
Lo,  the  grave  is  rent  asunder, 

Death  is  conquered  through  his  might. 

Christ  hath  risen!  Hallelujah! 

Friends  of  Jesus,  dry  your  tears; 
Through  the  veil  of  gloom  and  darkness 

Lo,  the  Son  of  God  appears! 

Christ  hath  risen!  Hallelujah! 

He  hath  risen,  as  He  said; 
He  is  now  the  King  of  Glory, 

And  our  great,  cxialted  Head. 

— Fanny  J.  Crosby. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


HARRISONBURG,  VIRGINIA.  BETHLEHEM  BRETH- 
REN. The  Bethlehem  congregation  plans  to  participate 
in  Holy  Week  services  in  the  Dayton  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  with  their  pastor,  Brother  John  F.  Locke,  as 
the  guest  minister  for  the  week. 

The  Bethlehem  young  people  will  have  charge  of  the 
Easter  Service. 

McGAHEYSVILLE,  VIRGINIA.  MT.  OLIVE  BRETH- 
REN. The  Mt.  Olive  Church  at  its  recent  business  meet- 
ing, by  ballot,  gave  a  unanimous  call  to  its  pastor. 
Brother  John  F.  Locke,  to  begin  his  25th  year  of  ser- 
vice to  the  church. 

The  Laymen's  Organization  of  Mt.  Olive  has,  by  its 
request,  been  assigned  the  project  of  building.  A  new  en- 
trance to  the  church  is  planned. 

OAK  HILL,  W.  VA.  The  Oak  Hill  church  was  host  to 
the  local  Boy  Scout  troups  in  the  morning  service  on  Feb- 
ruary 12th.  Brother  Milton  M.  Robinson  reports  a  "full 
house." 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.— QUIET  DELL,  PENNA.  Brother 
Cecil  Bolton,  Jr.,  writes  to  the  Editor  concerning  his  re- 
cent illness:  "Thought  perhaps  I  ought  to  drop  you  a 
line  to  let  you  know  about  my  condition.  After  two  weeks 
of  bed  rest  at  home  I  entered  the  Ohio  Valley  General 
Hospital,  Wheeling,  February  28th.  I  was  there  ten  days 
and  they  ran  exhaustive  tests.  After  all  the  tests  had 
proven  negative  they  gave  me  an  X-ray  of  the  sinus  and 
decided  they  had  found  the  trouble.  They  diagnosed  it 
as  a  very  badly  infected  sinus,  so  I  was  discharged  from 
the  hospital  Friday  and  had  my  sinuses  irrigated.  I  feel 
much  better  and  my  fever  was  back  to  normal  last  night, 
(March  10th),  so  hope  it  was  a  correct  diagnosis. 

"I  preached  today  (March  11th)  for  the  first  time  in 
six  weeks  and  hope  that  I  will  be  able  to  carry  out  the 
full  schedule  of  work  from  now  on.  I  have  to  go  back 
to  the  Clinic  for  another  irrigation  next  Friday.  Mrs. 
Bolton  and  Ann  (the  Bolton's  new  baby  daughter.  Ed) 
are  both  doing  just  fine." 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  John 
Golby,  correspondent  of  the  Third  Church  writes,  "The 
Third  Brethren  members  are  learning  to  know  consider- 
able of  the  faculty  and  others  from  Ashland  and  are  en- 
enjoying  their  fine  messages.  The  Laymen,  which  is  the 


Men's  Lookout  Bible  Class,  sponsored  an  annual  Father 
and  Son  banquet,  Monday,  February  27th,  and  had  a  fine 
attendance,  a  fine  meal  and  were  fed  spiritually  in  an 
address  by  Rev.  Robert  G.  Sander  of  Geistown,  Penna. 
We  also  had  visitors  from  our  neighboring  Brush  Valley 
Brethren  in  the  number  of  16,  accompanied  by  their  pas- 
tor, Brother  David  Rambsel.  The  Pennsylvania  District 
Brethren  Laymen  will  hold  their  Spring  Rally,  April 
30th,  7:00  P.  M.  prevailing  time,  in  Johnstown  3rd  Breth- 
ren;  an  interesting  program  is  being  arranged." 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Brother  William  D.  Keeling 
notes  that  the  Pennsylvania  Conference  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 
is  a  scheduled  summer  event  for  the  Masontown  Church. 
Brother  Keeling  says,  "In  the  past  three  years  we  have 
had  Dr.  J.  Raymond  Schmidt,  President  of  the  Temperance 
League,  with  us  on  two  occasions.  This  present  meeting 
will  be  one  of  supreme  importance  to  all  who  are  in- 
terested in  this  work  of  total  abstinence." 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN. 
Brother  Elmer  M.  Keck  notes  that  another  member  was 
received  into  the  church  fellowship  at  the  morning  wor- 
ship service  on  March  11th. 

A  new  oil  furnace  has  recently  been  installed  in  the 
Valley  Church. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger  notes 
that  ten  laymen  from  the  Berlin  Church  spent  a  recent 
Sunday  afternoon  visiting  the  Somerset  State  Hospital, 
under  the  guidance  of  Rev.  James,  psycho-social  worker. 

Brother  Lichtenberger  will  bring  the  message  in  the 
Community  Union  Lenten  Service  on  Palm  Sunday  eve- 
ning in  the  Berlin  Reformed  Church. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. The  Meyersdale  youth  group  has  been  selected  to 
take  charge  of  a  hymn  dramatization  for  the  Commun- 
ity Easter  Sunrise  Service. 

MANSFIELD,  OHIO.  A  copy  of  "The  Trumpeteer"  has 
come  to  the  Editor's  desk.  It  is  a  finely  edited  and  newsy 
mimeographed  church  paper  put  out  by  the  Brethren 
Youth  of  the  Mansfield  church.  It  also  contains  a  monthly 
church  calendar. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  A  note  from  Brother  Robert 
Hoffman  says,  "We  have  chosen  a  finance  Committee  and 
also  a  building  Committee.  Plans  are  under  way  to  begin 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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Who  Owns  It? 
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A  CHILD  once,  having  sat  in  a  Sunday  School 
Class  in  which  the  word  "possessions" 
was  used,  later  asked  his  father  the  meaning  of 
the  word.  "What  does  'possession'  mean?" 

Our  answ^er  was  that  possessions  were  the 
things  we  owned — that  we  could  call  our  own. 

Since  then,  we  have  been  giving  thought  to  this 
word  "possessions."  Do  you  know  what  it  means  ? 
Do  you  know  what  it  really  means?  Jesus  noted 
the  rich  young  ruler,  that  he  "went  away  sor- 
rowful— for  he  had  great  possessions."  We  note 
also  that  the  Pharisee  announced  to  God  and  to 
the  gullible  temple  audience,  when  he  prayed,  "I 
give  tithes  of  all  I  possess." 

In  our  own  experience  we  have  met  people 
who  seemed  to  be  very  conscious  of  their  posses- 
sions. One,  in  particular,  some  years  ago,  we  re- 
call that  while  giving  us  a  tour  of  his  lands,  left 
an  echo  of  his  words  in  our  mind,  which  went 
something  like  this:  "I,  My,  and  Mine." 

Certainly  there  is  a  degree  to  which  we  own  the 
things  we  call  our  own.  The  little  treasures — 
keepsakes,  the  things  we  treasure  through  the 
years — the  things  we  have  in  our  homes,  and  the 
savings  we  have.  Almost  every  child  has  lav- 
ished affection  on  some  puppy,  kitten,  wagon, 
or  other  toy.  He  calls  it  his  own,  and  he  is  ready 
to  defend  his  right  of  ownership  against  all 
takers.  This  develops  into  the  secret  "treasure 
box" — or  a  secret  hiding  place. 

Inborn  is  the  trait  of  possession,  or  ownership. 
-For  possessions,  men  will  sacrifice  home,  friends, 
loved  ones,  reputation,  character,  and  their  souls. 
(To  us,  this  last  sentence  is  an  understatement. 
We  cannot  comprehend  the  lengths  to  which 
some  people  will  go  to  gain  more  and  more  pos- 
sessions.) 

Our  main  concern,  this  week,  though  is  a  per- 
son's attitude  toward  that  which  he  calls  "his 


own."  Possessions  are  often  valuable,  and  as  such 
should  be  carefully  guarded  and  cared  for.  To 
ignore  the  value  of,  or  abuse  and  destroy  our  pos- 
sessions is  not  a  very  wise  thing  to  do.  We  must 
properly  care  for  and  protect  these  "possessions" 
for  which  we,  or  others,  have  often  worked  many 
hard  hours. 

But  let's  keep  the  right  slant  on  our  attitude 
towards  our  ownership  of  our  possessions.  To  do 
this,  we  suggest  that  you  attend  a  "household 
goods"  sale  in  your  community.  Every  chair, 
every  bed,  every  article  for  sale,  was  once  the 
prize  possession  of  someone  who  left  it  behind 
when  death  stepped  in.  It's  very  sobering,  to  say 
the  least! 

Out  of  all  that  we  have  been  saying,  so  far, 
we  believe  you  can  see  a  picture  of  the  ownership 
of  our  possessions.  We  may  call  these  things  our 
own.  We  may  treasure  what  we  own.  But  there 
comes  a  day  when  possessions — no  matter  how 
valuable — no  matter  how  treasured — will  be  left 
behind. 

Thus,  to  obtain  a  true  picture  of  "possessions," 
we  must  surely  interpret  ownership  as  being 
temporal.  Yet  there  is  more  to  it  than  that.  There 
is  much  that  we  can  do  about  possessions,  in 
this  life,  which  will  make  for  a  proper  use  of 
them,  and  which  will,  believe  it  or  not,  make  us 
permanent  owners  of  our  possessions.  Yes,  dear 
friends,  these  very  possessions,  treasures,  monies 
of  ours,  (the  value  thereof),  can  be  ours  for  all 
eternity. 

To  bring  this  to  pass,  we  must  convert  our 
earthly  possessions  into  heavenly  "legal  tender." 
Christ  said,  so  long  ago,  "Lay  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  in  heaven."  He  contrasted  the  possibil- 
ity of  heavenly  gain  against  the  loss  of  earthly 
gains  through  rust,  moths  and  robbers.  (Per- 
haps we  could  add  modern  day's  fast  depreciation 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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AND  THE  CHRISTIAN 


Matthew  28:7— "Go  quickly,  and  tell  His  dis- 
ciples that  He  is  risen  from  the  dead ;  and,  behold, 
He  goeth  before  you  into  Galilee;  there  shall  ye 
see  Him:  lo  I  have  told  you." 


CHRIST  LIVES:  Easter  is  the  discovery  that 
Christ  lives.  Apart  from  the  resurrection,  there 
is  no  hope  for  the  believer.  Paul  flatly  stated 
that,  apart  from  the  resurrection  of  the  dead, 
there  is  no  ground  for  faith,  no  need  for  preach- 
ing, and  that  all  men  are  still  in  an  unregenerated 
state.  For  Christ  is  the  basis  of  our  faith  and 
our  only  means  of  forgiveness,  our  only  Media- 
tor. If  He  is  still  dead,  then  we  are  without  hope. 
I  Cor.  15:12-23. 

The  resurrection  of  Jesus  from  the  grave  is  the 
capstone  of  the  Gospel.  Christ  arose.  Christ  lives. 
There  is  no  Christianity  without  these  facts.  In 
the  resurrection  experience  God  proclaimed  to  the 
world  that  this  Jesus  had  been  the  embodiment 
of  His  holy  purpose;  and  that  He  not  only  won 
a  supreme  victory  over  evil,  but  best  of  all,  He 
won  a  victory  over  death;  that  henceforth  He 
would  return  to  the  glory  of  which  He  had  vol- 
untarily divested  Himself  when  submitting  to  the 
incarnation.  Yes,  Christ's  resurrection  is  the 
great  divine  victory  over  sin  and  death.  Jesus  by 
His  faithfulness  won  this  victory.  He  went  to 
the  cross  because  of  the  wickedness  of  man,  and 


He  turned  that  horrible  instrument  of  torture 
into  the  divine  symbol  of  redemption.  He  shed 
His  blood  for  sin,  and  by  some  process  far  be- 
yond the  ability  of  human  mind  to  conceive,  that 
shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanses  us  from  all 
sin.  Praise  God!  His  resurrection  not  only  con- 
firmed His  authority  to  forgive  sin  but  gave  Him 
power  to  impart  eternal  life  to  men. 

CHRIST  GIVES  VICTORY— Victorious  living 
is  now  possible  in  this  wicked  world.  It  comes 
alone,  but  it  comes  abundantly,  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  He  won  it  for  Himself,  He  won  it 
for  us.  He  graciously  shares  it  with  us.  So  we  are 
more  than  conquerors  through  Him.  Through 
Christ  we  can  have  victory  over  sin  in  everyday 
life;  over  trial  and  sorrow  and  weakness;  we  can 
be  victorious  even  over  death.  I  Cor.  15:57 — But 
thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the  victory 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

CHRIST  IS  OUR  LORD— The  resurrection  has 
confirmed  His  Lordship.  We  owe  Him,  therefore, 
worship  and  obedience.  In  John  20:28  when 
Thomas  exclaimed,  "My  Lord  and  my  God,"  it 
was  a  spontaneous  and  sublime  confession  that 
went  beyond  the  fact  that  Jesus  was  again  alive. 
He  was  convinced  by  love  and  mercy  and  knowl- 
edge of  his  Lord,  not  only  of  His  resurrection 
but  of  His  divine  nature.  This  confession  is  not 
only  the  culmination  of  belief;  it  is  also  the  cli- 
max of  the  Gospel.  If  Jesus  allowed  Thomas  to 
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worship  Him  as  God,  we  should  yield  ourselves 
to  Him  in  adoration  and  love  as  to  a  divine 
Master.  Thomas'  confession  was  the  confession  of 
all  the  disciples. 

Jesus  was  anxious  that  all  His  disciples  would 
confess  Him  as  Lord.  He  wanted  their  complete 
faith  in  Him  as  a  risen  Savior  so  that  they  should 
be  fitted  to  accept  the  biggest  commission  that 
was  ever  given  to  men.  John  20:21 — "Peace  be 
unto  you:  as  my  Father  hath  sent  me,  even  so 
send  I  you."  Acts  1:8 — "Ye  shall  be  witnesses 
unto  me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and 
in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
earth."  Matt.  28:19,  20— "Go  ye  therefore,  and 
teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  ot  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost:  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  what- 
soever I  have  commanded  you:  and,  lo,  I  am 
with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 

CHRIST  CASTS  OUT  FEAR— Matt.  28:10— 
"Be  not  afraid."  Next  to  death  the  tyrant  which 
most  cruelly  afflicts  humanity  is  fear.  It  is  one 
of  humanity's  greatest  scourges.  There  is  no  cure 
for  fear  save  faith — not  faith  in  ourselves,  not 
faith  in  anything  the  world  can  give,  but  faith 
in  Jesus,  who  having  been  crucified,  was  raised 
from  the  dead  and  glorified.  Christ  said,  "Let  not 
your  heart  be  troubled."  This  is  one  of  the  Gos- 
pel's greatest  assurances  designed  to  strengthen 
men's  souls.  The  only  thing  to  keep  you  from 
constant  agitation  of  mind  and  spirit,  said  Jesus, 
is  firm  belief.  Before  we  can  have  faith,  we  must 
have  belief.  The  greatest  single  need  in  the  world 
today  is  the  need  for  more  definite  belief  in  the 
truth  as  God  has  revealed  it  in  His  Word.  Chris- 
tian teaching  confidently  affirms  that  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  as  Savior,  Lord,  and  ever  present 
Friend  is  the  only  defense  against  fear. 

Jesus  bids  us  be  of  good  cheer.  Matt.  14:27. 
This  we  cannot  be  if  we  are  anxious  and  trou- 
bled. He  says  plainly  that  we  only  are  to  fear 
that  we  may  transgress  the  will  of  God.  If  we 
have  this  fear,  all  morbid  fears  will  evaporate. 
The  real  power  of  the  universe  is  spiritual  power. 
The  things  to  fear  are  not  the  millions  of  appre- 
hensions, worries,  and  morbid  fantasies  with 
which  we  plague  ourselves.  The  thing  to  fear  is 
that  we  may  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God — 
that  we  may  miss  the  destiny  He  has  ordained 
for  us.  "Fear  not;  it  is  I;  be  not  afraid."  Fear 
rules  our  world.  CHRIST  SHOULD  RULE  IT! 

CHRIST  SAYS,  "GO— TELL!"  By  way  of 
Christ's  resurrection.  He,  and  He  alone  proved 
His  authority  in  heaven  as  well  as  on  earth.  That 
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authority  gave  Him  the  right  to  appoint  to  office. 
He  did  not  fail  to  give  a  Great  Commission  to 
those  He  appointed.  The  angelic  command,  Matt. 
28:7,  given  to  the  women  to  go  quickly  and  tell 
the  disciples  of  Jesus,  that  He  was  risen  from 
the  dead,  remains  the  directive  for  Christian  be- 
lievers in  all  ages. 

It  seems  that  one  of  the  greatest  proofs  of  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord  is  the  transformation  it 
worked  in  the  lives  of  the  eleven  disciples.  Simple 
men  though  they  were,  they  met  the  challenge 
of  the  Great  Commission,  rose  above  all  ques- 
tioning, faced  the  bitterest  persecution,  died  as 
martyrs,  but  won  a  world.  Without  the  dynamic 
of  a  great  faith  such  an  achievement  would  have 
been  impossible.  But  the  promise  of  the  divine 
presence  sustained  them  in  its  fulfillment  and 
enabled  them  to  meet  every  obstacle  triumphant- 
ly. The  same  thing  applies  to  His  disciples  today. 

We  are  to  lose  no  time  spreading  the  news  as 
to  what  happened  in  the  world's  life  through  the 
ministry  and  triumph  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  are 
first  to  tell  His  disciples — beginning  by  confirm- 
ing our  own  faith,  teaching  it  to  members  of  our 
households,  testifying  to  it  among  other  Chris- 
tians, and  if  we  are  appointed  so  to  do,  proclaim- 
ing it  from  the  pulpit  and  bringing  the  assur- 
ance of  this  great  truth  to  those  in  far  away 
lands. 

The  assurance  of  the  angel  was:  "He  goeth  be- 
fore you  into  Galilee;  there  shall  ye  see  Him." 
Through  the  ages  He  has  been  going  before  us. 
He  leads  the  way.  He  made  a  definite  appoint- 
ment with  His  disciples  befoi'e  His  death.  They 
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were  to  meet  Him  at  some  point  in  Galilee.  We 
have  definite  appointments  with  Him — our  daily 
devotions,  the  carrying  of  His  righteousness  into 
the  living  of  our  everyday  lives,  the  weekly  ser- 
vice of  worship,  the  prayer  meetings,  a  continu- 
ous and  faithful  attendance  to  the  tasks  He  as- 
signs. We  are  His  disciples — we  must  not  remain 
quiet  about  the  good  news. 

Christianity  is  a  missionary  religion.  Jesus 
gave  the  Great  Commission  to  take  the  good 
news  to  all  the  world.  If  we  as  Christians  com- 
prehend the  significance  of  the  resurrection,  we 
shall  hasten  as  did  the  women  on  that  first  Eas- 
ter morn,  to  tell  others.  That  is  Christ's  way  for 
men  to  learn  the  Gospel  news.  Can  you  truly 
sing  ? — 


Rejoice,  rejoice,  0  Christian,  lift  up  your  voice 
and  sing 

Eternal  hallelujahs  to  Jesus  Christ  the  King! 

The  hope  of  all  who  seek  Him,  the  help  of  all 
who  find, 

None  other  is  so  loving,  so  good  and  kind. 

He  lives,  He  lives,  Christ  Jesus  lives  today! 

He  walks  with  me  and  talks  with  me  along  life's 
narrow  way. 

He  lives,  He  lives,  salvation  to  impart! 

You  ask  me  how  I  know  He  lives? 
HE  LIVES  WITHIN  MY  HEART. 

Krypton,  Kentucky. 


BRETHREN  MINISTER'S  CONFERENCE 

ON  FAITH  AND  ORDER  of  1956 

April  10-12,  1956 

Park  Street  Brethren  Church 


Ashland,  Ohio 


Tuesday— 7:30  P.  M. 

Elder  Freeman  Ankrum,  Chairman 
Rev.  Kenneth  Hulit,  Canton,  Ohio   Guest  Speaker 

Wednesday — Morning  Session 

Elder  Clayton  Berkshire,  Chairman  of  Session 
9:30 — Devotions  and  Season  of  Prayer 

Elder  George  Solomon 
10:00 — Representative  from  the  Wells  Organization,  Inc. 
Church  Fund  Raising — Discussion  to  follow 

Afternoon  Session 

Elder  Spencer  Gentle,  Chairman 

1:30 — Devotions Miss  Carol  Berkshire 

1:40 — "The  Sisterhood  Organization" 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Bowman 
2 :10 — Discussion 
2 :40 — "The  Brotherhood  Organization" 

Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman 
3 :  10 — Discussion 

Evening  Session 

Elder  E.  M.  Riddle,  Chairman 
7:30 — In  charge  of  the  Robert  Bischofs 
8:30 — Coffee  Hour Seminary  Wives'  Organization 


Thursday — Morning   Session 

Elder  Clarence  Fairbanks,  Chairman  of  Session 

9:30 — Devotions   Elder  Edwin  Boardman 

10:00— "The  Seminary"   Elder  Delbert  Flora 

Discussion 
11:00— "Ashland  College"  Dr.  Glenn  Clayton 

Discussion 

Afternoon  Session 

Elder  Charles  Munson,  Chairman 

1 :30— Devotions   Elder  Willis  E.  Ronk 

1:40 — Panel  Discussion 

"The  Co-Ordinating  Planning  Committee" 

Moderator:  Elder  L.  V.  King 

Evening  Session 

7:30 — Holy  Communion 

Conducted  by  Elder  Robert  Hoffman 

COMMITTEE: 

Spencer  Gentle,  Chairman 
Charles  Munson 
E.  M.  Riddle 

SONG  LEADERS:  Phillip  Lersch,  Jerry  Flora 
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MISSIONARY    DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY   BOARD   OF  THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
524    College    Ave,    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone:    39582 


Contributing   Editors:    W.   CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE.   Gen.   Scc'y. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER.    Adm.    Assistant 


EXPERIENCES  AT  WAKA 

(Continuing  the  letter  from  Veda  Liskey  to  Mrs.  Lin- 
dower  at  the  Missionary  Board  office) 

.  .  .  The  retiring  bell  (9:30  P.  M.)  rang  an  hour  and 
a  half  ago.  Almost  all  of  Waka  is  fast  asleep.  I  can  hear 
an  occasional  crying  of  a  baby  from  the  nearby  married- 
students'  quarters  and  some  elementary  school  children 
still  chattering.  They  returned  late  in  the  evening  from 
their  homes  where  they  spent  the  week  end  and  have 
brought  back  a  week's  supply  of  flour  and  dried  leaves 
and  okra.  They  are  no  doubt  exchanging  traveling  expe- 
riences and  greetings. 

Since  I  live  near  the  dormitories  here,  I'm  appreciating 
the  quietness  of  this  near-closing  day,  and  the  much-de- 
sired time  for  this  chat  with  you.  It  is  so  hard  to  find  a 
quiet,  free  time  for  the  like  unless  one  waits  for  quiet  of 
the  late  or  "wee"  hours.  And  being  a  nurse,  and  on  call 
night  and  day,  makes  it  even  more  difficult. 

School  and  medicine 

This  first  term  of  school  began  the  middle  of  January 
— the  height  of  our  cool  oj?  cold  season.  Traveling  long 
distances  in  open  trucks  caused  colds  and  "flu"  among 
many  of  our  students.  We  have  had  lots  of  malaria  and 
some  other  sicknesses  too.  Five  weeks  ago  I  started  a 
program  of  malaria  prevention.  Each  person  at  Waka 
takes  each  week  a  tablet  of  Daraprine  that  is  supposed 
to  prevent  malaria.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  suc- 
cessful it  will  be.  Last  year  we  had  more  than  450  cases 
of  malaria;  so  we  need  such  prevention. 

I  certainly  wish  each  of  you  could  see  the  newly  re- 
decorated dispensary — fresh  green  walls  and  new  furni- 
ture. It  is  decidedly  a  joy  to  work  in  such  a  nice  place. 

The  Girls'  School 

We  are  all  so  thankful  for  our  large  number  in  girls' 
school  this  year.  There  are  about  40  in  all,  and  such  an 
opportunity  for  learning  and  experiencing  the  "abundant 
life"  in  Christ.  I  have  study  hall  two  nights  a  week  with 
them,  which  is  a  real  joy  to  me. 

All  last  year  we  worshipped  in  a  very  crowded  class- 
room, but  this  year  we  are  using  the  large,  cooking  and 
laundry  laboratory  of  the  women's  school.  We  have  elec- 
tric lights  in  it,  but  even  though  it  is  large  there  still 
isn't  room  for  all  of  the  people  of  Waka  at  one  time. 
We  are  needing  a  chapel  very  badly. 

Providing   a   Name 

Here  at  home  I  was  honored  by  being  asked  to  name 
my  third  "grandchild" — the  son  of  my  cook.  His  newborn 
name  was  Anjikwi,  as  is  the  custom.  Now  at  four  months 
he  has  the  new  name,  Timothy,  in  honor  of  Elder  Tim- 
othy Swartz,  the  superintendent  of  our  Bethlehem  Sun- 


day School.  There  were  nine  African  adults  and  nine  chil- 
dren present  in  my  small  livingroom.  We  had  a  brief 
worship  service  in  Bura  with  prayer  for  the  honored 
baby  and  his  parents.  Then  we  enjoyed  light  refresh- 
ments together  .  .  . 

Veda. 


BISCHOF'S  DEPUTATION  SCHEDULE 
April 

April   1    (Easter)    Vinco 

April  3   (Guild  meeting)    Ashland 

April  4,   5    Fremont 

April  8    Williamstown 

April  10-12    Pastor's  Institute 

April  15   North  Manchester 

April  16,    17    Milledgeville 

April  18,  19  Lanark 

April  20-22    Illinois   Spring   Camp 

April  23-26   (Enroute  to  Pennsylvania) 

April  26,   27    Jones   Mills 

April  29    Johnstown  Third 

Brethren  people  who  have  not  been  able  to  secure  a 
date  for  the  Bischofs  to  appear  in  their  church  take  note 
of  their  deputation  dates.  Perhaps  you  can  hear  them 
when  they  are  in  your  area. 


As  you  are  tempted  by  the  commercial  appeals 
of  Easter  this  year,  won't  you  ask  yourself  if  you 
have  done  enough  for  Him,  who  was  rich,  yet  for 
our  sakes  became  poor,  that  we  through  His  pov- 
erty might  be  made  rich? 

The  amount  that  many  Brethren  people  will  pay 
1     for    unneeded   clothing,    candies,    eggs    and    Easter 
'     niceties  in  general  could  bring  salvation  to  those 
for  whom  Christ  died  and  rose  again. 

Approach  this  blessed  season  prayerfully,  seek- 
ing the  Lord's  guidance  in  your  Easter  spending. 
Give  for  the  salvation  of  those  in  Nigeria  and  Ar- 
gentina. EVERYONE  NEEDS  TO  SHARE! 
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AT  THIS  TABLE 

(left  to   right) 


Mrs.  Mary  Obenchain   June  14 

Mrs.  Eva  Shanaf elt  June  18 

Mrs.  Orpha  Beekley   April  6 


David  EUer  July  7       Mrs.  Lulu  Shively  (back  of  Mesdames 


William  Cooper October  11 

Mrs.  Mary  Coin April  28 


Beekley  and  Shanfelt;  only  top  of 
head  shows)    January  30 


AT  THIS  TABLE 

(left  to   right) 
Mrs.  Lydia  Petit September  23 


Miss  Jennie  Harrison July  24 

Mrs.  Hughes Nurse 

Peter  Rarick August  4 

Albert  Daniels   December  22 


VISITING  THE  BE 

THIS  YEAR  we  drove  to  the  Brethi 
left  Teegarden,  Indiana,  where  my 
we  were  at  the  Home  before  dinner.  W 
Ralph  and  Grace  went  along.  They  hac 
up  from  being  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucl 
who  was  pastor  of  the  Flora  Brethrer: 
Honi/e  and  that  was  the  first  time  tha : 
had  read  much  about  it  for  many  yei 
have  a  note  on  one  of  my  slides  that  tlii 

The  Home   is   being  taken  care  oiu 
ments  every  year.  The  work  of  pointii 
of  a  new  building  this  summer.  Then  t 
ing  spirit  to  the  grounds.  All  the  memi 
would  in  their  own  home.  Since  much 
well  as  outside,  Brother  Kuns  took  us 
We  took  pictures  of  the  Members  at  ii 
had  glone  to  Brother  Bert  Hodge's  for 
of  the  Members  are  not  in  the  pictun 

Mrs.  Keck  and  I  are  always  glad  t| 
summer.  We  always  have  a  fine  meal, 
almost  tell  what  you  have  to  eat.  We 
coming  summer.  It  will  be  in  August 
year  we  showed  colored  slides  of  the 
ren  churches,  Camp  Juniata  (Pennsylv 
taken  here  in  the  mountains.  We  have 
scenes  that  we  will  be  glad  to  show  t 
of  the  Home  at  dinner  each  summer. 

May  we  ever  remember  this  most 


RESIDENTS   NOT   PICTURED 

Mrs.  Flora  Brower January 

Miss  Emma  Berkheiser   ....April 
Mrs.  Dyoll   Belote    Angus 


its  and  their  Birthdays    -    Flora,  Indiana 


EN'S  HOME— 1955 

:ome  on  Wednesday,  August  10th.  We 
•  and  brother  live,  at  9:00  A.  M.,  and 
ys  try  to  get  there  in  time  for  dinner, 
sen  at  Flora  since  1949  when  we  came 
stopped  with  Rev.  Edgar  Berkshire, 
1  at  that  time.  He  took  us  out  to  the 
id  ever  been  at  the  Home,  though  we 
rhe  Brethren  Evangelist.  I  see  that  I 
e  was  dedicated  May  29,  1923. 

excellent  way.  We  see  new  improve- 
he  brick  made  it  have  the  appearance 
;  new  cottages  seems  to  add  a  welcom- 
VQ  a  happj^  spirit  about  them  like  they 
id  been  done  on  the  building  inside  as 
1  and  even  in  the  basement  as  well, 
ler  tables.  Some,  six,  of  the  Members 
M.   S.  meeting.  We  are  sorry  that  all 

the  Home  for  part  of  a  day  every 
th  the  pictures  taken  in  color,  you  can 
nning  to  be  at  the  Home  one  day  this 

is  the  time  we  visit  my  people.  Last 
n  ministers  (taken  since  1949),  Breth- 
mp)  and  some  fall  and  winter  views 
;w  colored  slides  of  the  fall  and  winter 
s  summer.  We  also  show  the  Members 


work  in  prayer  and  otherwise, 
ncerely  yours, 
Elmer  M.  Keck,  Jones  Mills,  Penna. 


'cs.  Mae  Cripe    September  7 

cs.  Sydney  Rogers   ...November  15 

s.  Florence  Ailer March  3 

rs.  Russell  Kuns  (Matron) 

February  13 


AT  THIS  TABLE  Gerry  Mullendore Hired  Helper 

Roy  Stonebraker March  4 

(left  to  right)  j^j.g_  j^^y  Stonebraker  ....August  22 

Dyoll  Belote September  13       Mrs.  Hattie  Mann  ....  September  19 


AT  THIS  TABLE  Russell  Kuns  (Superintendent) 
(left  to  right)  January  4 

Ralph  Keck  Mrs.  E.  M.  Keck 

Richard  Kuns . .  Son  of  Superintendent  Miss  Grace  Keck 
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WHO  OWNS  IT? 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

and  outdatedness.)  To  lay  up  for  ourselves 
treasures  in  heaven,  we  must  give  what  we  have 
into  the  service  of  Christ.  We  must  consecrate 
and  dedicate  our  all  to  Him.  In  this  way,  con- 
version of  earthly  possessions  into  heavenly  treas- 
ures takes  place. 

At  first  thought,  one  would  think  then  that  the 
more  we  have  here  the  more  we  will  have  over 
there.  If  we  are  poor  here,  we  shall  be  poor  over 
there.  But  that  is  not  the  case.  The  poor  widow 
was  commended  for  giving  a  few  coins  in  the 
temple,  while  the  rich  Pharisees  were  left  out- 
side as  far  as  Christ's  commendation  was  con- 
cerned. No  doubt  many  people  gave  into  the  tem- 
ple treasury  coins  of  more  value  than  did  this 
poor  woman.  At  times,  we  have  witnessed  peo- 
ple giving  to  a  particular  offering  and  jokingly 
saying  they  were  giving  the  "widow's  mite."  How 
shocked  they  would  be  that  had  they  done  such, 
they  would  have  had  to  go  and  get  their  bank 
books,  their  farm  and  property  titles,  open  their 
lock  boxes  and  get  the  loaded  socks  from  under 
their  mattresses — for  the  Lord  said  that  the  poor 
woman  gave  all  that  she  had.  Christ  does  not 
reckon  giving  of  amounts  in  dollars  and  cents. 


He  does  it  according  to  percentages.  Christ  reck- 
ons the  value  of  a  gift  according  to  the  ability 
of  the  giver  to  give.  Our  conversion  of  earthly 
possessions  into  heavenly  treasure  is  done 
through  giving,  through  dedicating  and  using  all 
that  we  have,  and  are,  in  the  service  of  Christ 
and  the  church. 

Our  chief  concern,  then,  is  "Who  owns  our 
possessions?  Do  we,  or  does  God?"  If  God  owns 
them,  we  will  be  using  them  in  His  service.  If  we 
own  them,  selfishly,  we  will  find  ourselves  think- 
ing only  of  them  and  of  how  we  can  increase  that 
which  we  have.  The  possessions  of  things  ob- 
tained through  hard  work,  and  honestly,  is  no 
sin.  The  selfish,  greedy  grasp  on  them  is!  For 
such  an  individual,  life  becomes  a  daily  worship 
of  possessions.  Such  do  not  own  their  possessions 
— their  possessions  own  them. 

The  rational  conclusion  then,  in  a  definition  of 
the  word  "possession,"  is:  "That  which  God  in 
His  mercy  toward  us  has  permitted  us  to  have 
and  to  hold,  through  honest  labor  and  by  honest 
means;  which  holding  such  in  our  hands  for  the 
time  being,  we  use,  we  dedicate  and  give  to  His 
Service;  whereby  men  and  women  might  find 
Christ  as  Saviour  and  whereby  the  Church  of 
Christ  might  be  supported;  knowing  that  in  the 
end,  we  must  leave  all,  and  for  our  use  thereof, 
must  give  an  accounting  unto  God  in  that  day." 
What  does  the  word  "possessions"  mean  accord- 
ing to  you?— W.  S.  B. 
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IMPORTANT  NEWS  ABOUT  THE  COMING 
OHIO  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 


Following  is  some  information  important  to  Ohio 
Brethren  as  released  by  Moderator  John  T.  Byler,  and 
Secretary  Robert  L.  Hoffman. 

"Canton,  scheduled  to  be  the  host  church  to  the  Ohio 
District  Conference,  feels  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
entertain  the  delegates  with  their  limited  facilities,  so 
has  arranged  (with  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee) to  schedule  the  conference  at  Linwood  Park,  an 
E.  U.  B.  Summer  Assembly  Park,  at  Vermillion,  Ohio  on 
Lake  Erie.  The  Conference  will  be  from  Thursday,  July 
12th  through  July  15th.  This  will  be  almost  a  month 
later  than  our  usual  time. 

"Another  innovation  in  this  conference  will  be  the 
complete  revision  of  the  schedule  for  conference.  There 
will  be  no  8:00  or  8:30  Simultaneous  Sessions,  but  these 
will  come  at  11:00  A.  M.,  after  a  two-hour  inspirational 
session,  and  again  at  3:45,  after  a  Business  Session.  The 
mornings  will  be  primarily  devoted  to  Inspiration;   the 


afternoons  to  Business.  A  much  larger  effort  is  being  de- 
voted to  Youth  in  the  Conference^  and  a  Missionary  Rally 
will  be  one  of  the  high  points  of  the  week,  on  Saturday 
evening  after  the  Banquets.  The  sessions  will  close  after 
a  morning  worship  period  and  Sunday  School  on  Sunday 
Morning. 

"We  expect  to  have  outstanding  youth  leaders  present, 
with  a  lot  of  activities  for  young  people. 

"The  cost  of  the  Conference,  to  each  delegate,  for  room 
and  board,  for  the  four  day  period  will  be  approximate- 
ly $12.50.  Make  plans,  now,  to  go." 

Plan  to  take  part  of  your  vacation  at  this  time  and 
attend  your  District  Conference  by  the  lake. 

John  T.  Byler,  Moderator, 
Ohio    District    Conference. 

Robert  L.  Hoffman,  Secretary 
Ohio  District   Conference. 
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COMING  EVENTS 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Holy  Week  Services— March 
25th  through  April  1st— Rev.  V.  E.  Meyer,  Pastor. 

FAIR  HAVEN,  OHIO.  Holy  Week  Services— March 
28th  and  29th— Rev.  Charles  Munson,  Speaker;  Rev.  Phil 
Lersch,  Pastor. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  Main  Street  Brethren.  Pre- 
Easter  Evangelistic  Services — Evening  of  March  25th 
through  March  30th — Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  Evange- 
list; Rev.  Horace  Huse,  Pastor. 

WAYNESBORO,    PENNA.    Wayne    Heights    Brethren. 

Pre-Easter  Services— March    28-30— Rev.    D.    C.    White, 

Speaker,  March  28th;  Rev.  Lester  Meyers,  Speaker, 
March  30th;  Rev.  N.  Victor  Leatherman,  Pastor. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Holy  Week  Services- 
March  25-30 — Dr.  Herman  Centz,  Speaker;  Rev.  J.  D. 
Hamel,  Pastor. 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Holy  Week  Services— March 
29-30— Rev.  W.  S.  Benshoff,  Pastor. 

TIOSA,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— April  2-15— Rev. 
O.  C.  Lemert,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Wayne  E.  Swihart,  Pas- 
tor. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— April  3-15— 
Rev.  V.  D.  Geren,  Evangelist;  Rev.  E.  J.  Black,  Pastor. 

GATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  Revival  Services— April  2-8— 
Rev.  Hays  K.  Logan,  Pastor-Evangelist. 

CHEYENNE,  WYOMING.  Evangelistic  Meeting— Be- 
ginning March  25th — Rev.  H.  E,  Eppley,  Evangelist;  Rev. 
Frank  W.  Garber,  Pastor. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Pre-Easter  Services— March  25th 
through  April  1st — Rev.  Spencer  Gentle,  Pastor. 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Holy  Week  Services— March 

29-30— Biblical  Drama,  "The  Thirty  Pieces  of  Silver" 
Thursday  evening;  preaching  Friday  evening;  Rev.  Bruce 
C.  Shanholtz,  Pastor. 

HOWE,  INDIANA.  Brighton  Chapel  Brethren.— Holy 
Week  Services — March  28-30 — Messages  by  Rev.  Smith 
P.  Rose,  Pastor. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Revival  Services— April  2-15 
. — Rev.  D.  C.  White,  Evangelist;  Rev.  William  D.  Keeling, 
Pastor. 

MANSFIELD,  OHIO.  Pre-Easter  Services— March  28- 
30— Rev.  Harold  Barnett,  Pastor. 

NEW  PARIS,  INDIANA.  Pre-Easter  Services— March 
27-29— Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Evangelistic  Services- 
April  1-8— Rev.  Willis  E.  Ronk,  Evangelist;  Rev.  H.  H. 
Rowsey,  Pastor. 
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a  finance  campaign  for  our  future  addition  to   the  rear 
of  the  church." 

Fifty  members  of  the  Smithville  Sunday  School  had 
perfect  attendance  during  the  past  year. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Two  were 
baptized  and  received  into  the  church  as  a  result  of  Trin- 
ity Brethren's  recent  revival  meeting.  Others  are  to  be 
received  later. 

The  Trinity  Brethren  Sunday  School  has  averaged  145 
in  attendance  the  past  month. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  HILLCREST  BRETHREN.  Brother 
Percy  C.  Miller  is  conducting  special  Evangelistic  Ser- 
vices each  Sunday  and  each  Wednesday  evening  between 
March  4th  and  April  1st.  Featured  at  some  of  these  ser- 
vices are  WHIO-TV's  Good  Ship  Zion's  Gospel  Mari- 
ners. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  The  Goshen  Church  will  be  host 
to  the  Good  Friday  service. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Professor  Edwin 
Boardman,  of  the  Ashland  Seminary  Faculty,  was  the 
guest  speaker  in  the  North  Manchester  church  on  March 
11th. 

NEW  PARIS,  INDIANA.  Brother  E.  M.  Riddle  sends 
in  the  following  information,  "The  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  New  Paris,  honored  the  basketball  squad  and 
coach  of  the  local  high  school  in  a  banquet  and  program 
in  the  Brethren  Church.  A  very  fine  program  was  pre- 
sented, the  speaker  being  a  former  coach  of  several  years 
ago,  who  now  is  in  charge  of  a  Christian  Mission  work 
in  Indianapolis.  Awards  were  given  by  the  local  coach, 
Mr.  Harrell.  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  local  banker,  was  toast- 
master.  Women  of  the  Church  served  the  lovely  banquet." 

The  Good  Friday  services  will  be  held  in  the  Brethren 
Church. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Brother  A.  T.  Ronk  brought  the 
message  at  the  evening  Union  Lenten  service,  in  the  Cal- 
vary E.  U.  B.  church  on  March  11th. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  Men's  Brotherhood 
has  sponsored  the  preparation  and  erection  of  church 
signs  along  the  highways  leading  into  town. 

CARLETON,  NEBRASKA.  Brother  Claude  Stogsdill 
has  announced  that  Revival  Services  are  in  progress  there 
from  March  19th  through  April  1st,  with  Brother  Wilbur 
Thomas  as  the  Evangelist.  (We  are  sorry  the  announce- 
ment did  not  arrive  in  time  to  be  used  in  ouii|  Coming 
Events  column,  but  we  are  glad  to  give  announcement 
to  the  meeting  here.  W.  S.  B.) 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  The  February  1956  average  Sun- 
day School  attendance  was  160,  as  compared  with  an 
average  of  109  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

"The  Other  Kingdom,"  a  drama  about  Judas,  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Tucson  Little  Theater,  in  the  Brethren 
Church  in  Tucson  the  evening  of  March  18th. 
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BECAUSE   OF   CALVARY 

I  love  my  Lord:  He's  dear  to  me — 

So  dear — because  of  Calvary. 

For  there  He  suffered  pain  untold; 

In  awful  anguish,  died; 

His   life   did   give 

That  I  might  live; 

My  Lord  was  crucified. 

My  life  is  His — my  love  is  His — ■ 

Because  He  first  loved  me. 

I  love  my  Lord:  He's  dear  to  me — 

So  dear — because  of  Calvary. 

— E.  L,  Yanchus. 

THERE  HAVE  ALWAYS  BEEN  the  many  who  walk 
as  the  enemies  of  the  Cross  of  Christ  (Phil.  3:18), 
but  that  does  not  annul  the  efficacy  of  Christ's  atoning 
work  on  that  cross  (1  Cor.  1:23,  24).  It  was  by  bearing 
His  cross  that  He  "went  forth"  (John  19:17-19),  and 
fully  complied  with  the  program  of  redemption  (Phil. 
2:8).  Without  the  cross  there  could  have  been  no  recon- 
ciliation for  sinners  (Col.  1:20-22).  Thus  the  condemna- 
tions of  a  violated  law  were  satisfied  (Gal.  3:10,  13;  Col. 
2:13,  14).  No  wonder  that  thei'e  can  only  be  woe  to  those 
who  despise  the  cross  of  Christ  (1  Cor.  1:18).  We  cannot 
even  look  to  Jesus  and  see  Him  apart  from  His  cross 
(Heb.  12:2),  and  we  cannot  follow  Him  except  we  take 
His  example  in  cross-bearing  into  our  own  lives  (Matt. 
16:24). 

It  was  the  Christ  of  the  cross  that  was  preached  in 
the  first  century  (2  Cor.  4:5).  Worldly  wisdom  was  no 
asset  to  that  preaching  (Col.  2:8).  The  cross  reminded 
men  of  the  wrath  of  God  against  sin  (Rom.  1:18).  The 
cross  was  not  an  afterthought  but  according  to  the  fore- 
knowledge of  God  (Acts  2:22,  23).  The  ci-oss  is  contrary 
to  present-day  light  conceptions  of  sin  (Rom.  5:6;  1  Cor. 
15:3).  It  was  sin  that  crucified  Christ     (1  Peter  2:24). 

"Did  our  Immanuel  die  for  us, 
To  save  such  poor,  rebellious  men? 
Did  He  display  His  pity  thus 
That  we  might  come  to  God  again? 

"All  human  language  wants  a  name 
For  this  unfathomed,  wondrous  love. 
This  pure,  immortal,  fervent  flame 
Sprang  only  from  the  God  above. 

"O'erwhelmed  with  this  abyss  of  love. 
We  stand  astonished  at  the  grace 
That  brought  the  Savior  from  above. 
To  die  for  all  the  fallen  race." 

Because  of  Calvary  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  love 
of   God    (Rom.    5:6-9).    Calvary  was   the    supreme   mani- 


festation of  God's  love  (1  John  4:9,  10).  His  love  for 
us  sent  Christ  to  Calvary  (2  Cor.  8:9).  Great  as  is  this 
divine  love,  we  need  it  all  (Rom.  8:35,  37-39). 

We  who  are  the  Lord's  (1  Cor.  6:17),  are  crucified  with 
Him  (Gal.  2:20).  That  is,  we  are  sacrificial  and  not  sel- 
fish (Luke  9:23,  24).  We  die  to  the  things  which  caused 
His  death  (Gal.  5:24).  If  wei  havei  Jesus  we  have  dropped 
this  world  (Gal.  6:14).  We  cannot  have  this  world  and 
our  Savior,  too  (Phil.  3:7,  8).  We  are  to  share  His  cru- 
cifixion (2  Cor.  4:10).  We  cannot  be  wrapped  in  our- 
selves and  bear  fruit  for  Him  (John  12:24).  Because  of 
Calvary  we  cannot  store  our  treasure  on  earth  (Matt. 
6:19-21).  Because  of  Calvary  we  yield  our  bodies  to 
Christ  a  living  sacrifice  (Rom.  12:1).  It  is  through  our 
bodies  that  we  render  service  either  to  Christ  or  Satan 
(Rom.  6:11-13).  Our  bodies  are  the  Lord's  (1  Cor.  6:13) 
for  His  indwelling  (1  Cor.  6:18-20).  We  are  to  bear  in 
our  bodies  not  the  marks  of  sin  (1  Peter  2:22-24),  but 
the  marks   of   the    Lord  Jesus    (Gal.    6:14). 


Lesson 

Comments 

by 
William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  April  1,  1956 

THE  MEANING  OF  THE  RESURRECTION 

Lesson:  Luke  24:28-34,  44-53 

"Christ  the  Lord  is  ris'n  today.  Alleluia! 

Sons  of  men  and  angels  say:  Alleluia! 
Raise  your  joys  and  triumphs  high.  Alleluia! 

Sing,  ye  heav'ns,  and  earth  reply.  Alleluia!" 

TT  IS  ONLY  PROPER  and  fitting  on  this  glorious  Eas- 
ter  Day  that  all  creation  sing  glory  to  God!  "Christ 
the  Lord  is  ris'n  today.  Alleluia!"  However,  we  must  be 
sure  that  we  understand  the  spiritual  significance  of  the 
Easter  message.  Have  you  proof  this  day  that  Christ  has 
risen  from  the  dead?  Is  the  Living  Christ  dwelling  with- 
in your  life  ?  What  does  the  Resurrection  story  mean  to 
you? 

The  disciples  were  a  confused  and  disillusioned  lot 
that  day  Christ  was  crucified.  All  their  hopes  and  aspira- 
tions had  been  dashed  to  pieces  by  the  death  of  their 
Lord  and  Master.  Then  came  the  third  day.  Mary  Mag- 
dalene, Joanna,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  James,  visited 
the  sepulchre  where  the  body  of  Jesus  had  lain.  "And  they 
found  the  stone  rolled  away  from  the  sepulchre.  And  they 
entered  in,  and  found  not  the  body  of  the  Lord)  Jesus." 
Then  they  saw  two  angels  which  spoke  to  them:  "Why 
seek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead?  He  is  not  here,  but  is 
risen"   (Luke  24:2-6). 

With  joy  and  gladness  of  heart  the  women  swiftly 
conveyed  the  angels'  message  to  the  other  disciples.  Did 
the  disciples  eagerly  embrace  the  good  news?  No!  Luke 
tell  us  the  women  "told  these  things  unto:  the  apostles. 
And  their  words  seemed  to  them  as  idle  tales,  and  they 
believed  them  not." 
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So  there  are  many  today  who  will  not  accept  the  good 
news  that  "Christ  the  Lord  is  ris'n  today."  They  say, 
as  did  Thomas,  "Except  I  shall  see  in  His  hands  the  print 
of  the  nails,  and  put  my  finger  into  the  print  of  the 
nails,  and  thrust  my  hand  into  His  side,  I  will  not  be- 
lieve" (John  20:25).  The  doubting  Thomases  of  our  day 
are  missing  the  rich,  spiritual  blessing  God  bestows  upon 
all  those  who  believe. 

After  He  arose  from  the  grave,  Christ  appeared  to 
two  of  the  disciples  as  they  walked  toward  Emmaus.  He 
walked  and  talked  with  them.  And  they  did  not  know 
Him!  Can  it  be  we  have  been  so  insensitive  to  His  Divine 
Presence  that  the  Risen  Christ  has  walked  with  us,  and 
talked  with  us,  and  we  knew  Him  not? 

We  need  to  pray: 

"Open  my  eyes,  that  I  may  see 

Glimpses  of  truth  Thou  hast  for  me; 

Place  in  my  hands  the  wonderful  key 
That  shall  unclasp,  and  set  me  free. 

Silently  now  I  wait  for  Thee, 
Ready,  my  God,  Thy  will  to  see; 

Open  my  eyes,  illumine  me,  Spirit  Divine!" 

It  was  only  when  their  eyes  were  opened  that  the  two 
disciples   recognized   their   Risen    Saviour! 

The  grave  could  not  hold  our  Victorious  Christ.  He  tri- 
umphed over  sin,  death,  and  the  grave.  And  He  still 
lives  today!  He  lives  within  the  hearts  and  lives  of  all 
true  believers. 

"Give  me  just  one  good  reason,"  demanded  an  atheist, 
"why  you  believe  that  Jesus  rose  again." 

"I  can  give  you  one  very  good  reason,"  answered  his 
Christian  friend.  "I  talked  with  Him  just  this  morning." 

"CHRIST  THE  LORD  IS  RIS'N  TODAY,  ALLELUIA!" 
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the  well-grounded  hope  of  eternal  life;  and  the  ground 
on  which  the  hope  rests  is  the  resurrection  of  Christ 
Himself.  The  certainty  of  our  Lord's  resurrection  is  the 
GREAT  SEAL  of  the  Gospel." 

Someone  has  said  that  hope  is  like  the  sun,  which,  as 
we  journey  toward  it,  casts  the  shadow  of  our  burden 
behind  us. 

Can  we  experience  hope  and  fear  at  the  same 
time  concerning  our  personal  salvation?  Do  you  think 
our  degree  of  faith  and  our  degree  of  hope  balance  each 
other. 

3.  The   Last   Breakfast.  John   21:1-14 

(Calling  this  the  "Last  Breakfast"  may  sound  strange 
to  you,  but  I  believe  you  will  fully  understand  what  I 
mean.)  How  different  the  last  breakfast  was  from  the 
last  supper.  The  last  supper  was  eaten  in  the  shadow  of 
of  the  cross.  The  last  breakfast  was  eaten  in  the  glory 
of  the  resurrection.  The  weight  of  the  cross  lay  heavily 
upon  all  who  were  gathered  together  in  the  upper  room, 
for  one  would  soon  betray  the  Lord  and  another  deny 
Him  thrice.  Now,  in  the  glory  of  Christ's  resurrection, 
the  disciples  did  not  even  ask  "Who  are  thou?  knowing 
that  it  was  the  Lord." 

Do  you  think  the  disciples'  faith  was  greater  at  the 
last  breakfast  than  at  the  last  supper?  Do  you  think 
understanding  increases  our  faith  or  do  you  think  faith 
begins  where  understanding  ends  ? 

4.  Declared  the  Son  of  God.  Romans  1:1-9 

In  Acts  13:33  we  read,  "God  hath  fulfilled  the  same 
unto  us  their  children,  in  that  he  hath  raised  up  Jesus 
again;  as  it  is  also  written  in  the  second  Psalm,  "Thou 
art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  Thee."  (Psalm  2:7) 

The  final  proof  of  Christ's  divinity  as  the  Son  of  God 
was  culminated  in  His  resurrection.  Although  pronounced 
dead  when  He  was  taken  from  the  cross,  Christ  was  re- 
stored to  life  by  miraculous  power. 

What  events  concerning  the  birth  of  Christ  reveal  ,  His 
divinity?  What  events  in  the  life  of  Christ  reveal  His 
divinity?  What  events  in  the  death  of  Christ  reveal  His 
divinity  ? 


Topic:    "The    Meaning    of    the    Resurrection" 

I   1.     The  Empty  Tomb.  Matt.  28:1-10 

Even    though    Christ    had    preached    His    resurrection, 

the  empty  tomb  was  a  great  shock  not  only  to  the  women 

I  who  had  brought  tokens  of  their  love  to  a  Master  they 

;  thought  dead,  but  to  the  disciples  waiting  in  what  seems 

'   like  the  depths  of  despair.  Three  questions  come  to  mind. 

1   Did  they  lack  faith?    Was  it   simply  that  they  did  not 

1  fully  understand  the  greatness  and  the  power  of  Christ? 

Or  did  they  fail  to  fully  understand   the   promises   and 

assurance   of  salvation  and   eternal  life   Christ   gave   on 

many  occasions? 

What  is  your  opinion?  Do  you  think  that  any  of  us 
fully  understand  Christ's  greatness  and  power  and  His 
promises  ? 

2.     Hope  Revived.   I  Peter   1:3-9 

One  Bible  scholar  wrote  the  following  concerning  the 
resurrection  of  Christ:  "It  is  the  Gospel  alone  that  gives 


In  Yiour  Face 

You  don't  have  to  tell  how  you  live  each  day; 
You  don't  have  to  say  if  you  work  or  you  play; 
A  tried,  true  barometer  serves  in  the  place, 
However  you  live,  it  will  show  in  your  face. 

The  false,  the  deceit  that  you  bear  in  your  heart ; 
Will  not  stay  inside  where  it  first  got  its  start; 
For  sinew  and  blood  are  a  thin  veil  of  lace — 
What  you  wear  in  your  heart,  you  wear  on  your 
face. 

If  your  life  is  unselfish,  if  for  others  you  live, 
For  not  what  you  get,  but  how  much  you  give; 
If  you  live  close  to  God  in  His  infinite  grace, 
You  don't  have  to  tell  it,  it  will  show  in  your  face. 

— Unknown  Author, 
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PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill.  Director 

RECREATION  IN  THE  CHURCH 

NOW  DON'T  GET  EXCITED.  I  don't  mean  recreation 
in  the  church  building,  although  certainly  there  are 
some  types  of  recreation  that  can  be  enjoyed  under  its 
roof.  Here  is  a  paper  entitled  Church  Recreation,  pub- 
lished by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  The  entire  twelve-page.  Evangelist-size,  pa- 
per, printed  bi-monthly,  is  devoted  to  recreation  and  ac- 
tivities in  the  church.  It  covers  recreation  from  little  chil- 
dren's ages  to  adults  of  all  ages.  I  see  that  it  is  "Vol- 
ume III,  No.  1,"  so  it  hasn't  been  in  print  very  long. 

AWAKENING  TO  THE  NEED 

Churches  across  the  land  that  are  really  going  places 
in  the  Lord's  work — and  play — are  taking  a  vital  interest 
in  recreation  nowadays.  They  are  not  sitting  back,  cross- 
ing and  uncrossing  their  legs,  scratching  their  heads  and 
elbows,  wondering  what  to  do  to  take  some  of  the  excess 
energy  out  of  young  people  so  they  can  be  respectable 
Christians.  They  recognize  the  fact  that  God  has  given 
youth  vitality  which  needs  to  be  used,  energy  that  must 
be  put  to  work  in  the  proper  channels.  If  God  made  them 
that  way,  it  is  a  good  thing.  I  should  hate  to  think  of 
what  the  personality  would  be  like  in  old  age  if  a  child 
spent  his  years  sitting  around  in  a  rocking  chair!  This 
is  true  of  his  emotional  life  as  well  as  his  physical  life. 

POP-OFF  VALVE 

In  fact  the  emotions  and  the  spirit  are  related  to  the 
body  in  a  very  definite  way.  If  it  were  not  true  then  God 
could  have,  and  pi'obably  would  have,  created  us  all 
spirits  without  bodies,  just  floating  around  in  one  form 
now,  another  after  a  while.  Obviously  this  is  the  way  He 
wanted  us  to  look.  Try  praying  some  morning  before  you 
are  awake  and  you  will  see  what  I  mean.  Some  of  us  go 
through  that  ritual  in  hopes  that  we  will  appease  God, 
or  please  Him  with  the  form  of  our  devotions.  We  need  to 
stir  ourselves  and  shake  our  bodies  until  our  spirits  are 
awake. 

The  young  life  doesn't  have  much  trouble  keeping 
awake.  Youth  are  awake  to  everything  that  crosses  their 
path — too  much  sometimes.  But  we  let  them  drift  into 
wrong  places,  using  up  that  pent-up  energy  and  enthu- 
siasm on  things  that  do  not  belong  to  God.  They  have  in- 
stincts, they  have  drives — and  I  don't  mean  automobiles. 
These  drives  are  good  if  used  in  the  right  manner.  They 
furnish  power  to  do  good  and  right,  if  directed  rightly. 
As  a  certain  contemporary  minister  put  it:  "The  engine 
in  the  car  is  meant  to  drive  the  car  on  the  road,  but  mis- 
directed it  can  land  in  the  ditch." 

Recreation  is  good  for  letting  off  some  of  that  excess 
"steam."  And  the  wonderful  thing  that  church  recreation 
has  over  the  sports  of  the  world  is  that  it  is  not  (yet 
at  least)  so  all-important  that  it  is  work.  It  isn't  a  life — 
or — death  matter  who  wins;  it  is  only  a  means  of  doing 


something  that  is  good  for  the  body.  How  many  times  have 
you  heard  someone  say,  "If  the  Church  won't  give  young 
people  anything  to  do  they  will  go  somewhere."  I  don't 
like  the  gleam  in  their  eyes  when  they  say  that  either, 
but  there  is  more  truth  in  that  statement  than  most  of 
us  like  to  admit. 

A  certain  English  woman  said  to  me  once  when  we 
were  discussing  recreation  in  an  English  Church,  "We 
feel  it  is  better  that  they  come  here  than  to  be  in  the 
Pubs."  Of  course  I  agreed  with  her — partly.  For  the 
form  of  recreation  that  the  youth  were  indulging  in  was 
exactly  the  same  as  that  in  which  they  would  have  in- 
dulged in  "the  Pubs."  To  have  seen  them  in  either  place, 
without  the  cover  of  the  building,  would  have  been  ex- 
actly the  same  scenes.  In  that  case  I  would  say  that  the 
church  recreational  program  was  only  something  extra  for 
the  youth,  for  I  happened  to  know  that  most  of  the  youth 
used  their  practice  in  this  recreation  to  indulge  further  in 
the  recreation  at  the  Pubs!  In  this  instance  the  Church 
was  only  an  instrument  of  the  world.  We  must  keep  our 
church  recreation  CHURCH  RECREATION. 

NOT  TOO  EARLY 

It  is  not  too  early  to  be  thinking  about  summer  rec- 
creation  for  your  church.  And  if  someone  begins  to  com- 
plain of  the  COST  remind  him  that  the  Church  is  not  in 
business  to  SAVE  MONEY  for  the  Lord,  it  is  in  business 
to  INVEST  for  him.  Read  again  the  parable  of  the  tal- 
ents. The  one  who  was  condemned  was  the  man  who  al- 
ways thought  of  the  COST  and  wanted  to  save  the  money, 
so  he  took  it  out  and  buried  it  and  gave  it  back  to  the 
Master  when  He  returned,  nothing  gained.  It  will  cost 
something,  just  as  it  costs  to  send  missionaries  abroad. 
It  costs  to  hire  a  pastor;  it  costs  to  heat  the  church.  But 
the  Lord  asked  us  to  count  the  cost,  not  save  it!  Some- 
times I  think  modem  Christians  would  consider  it  a 
great  service  to  the  Lord  if  they  closed  the  doors  of  the 
churches,  for  JUST  LOOK  AT  THE  MONEY  WE 
WOULD  SAVE! 

A  shuf f leboard ;  a  basketball  court;  a  softball  diamond; 
a  special  fund  for  outings  and  recreational  benefits,  are 
some  things  to  think  about  for  your  church  recreation. 
You  may  think  that  this  is  drawing  the  youth  to  your 
church  through  materialism;  but  in  reality  you  will  at- 
tract them  through  your  love  and  concern  for  them  and 
their  needs. 

IF  YOU  DON'T  SOMEBODY  ELSE  WILL! 

nnDDaaDnnnnnDnnnnnnannnnnnnnnnnnnananana 
DDnnDnnnnannanaaDnnnnnnaDDDnnDnnDDnnnnna 

i^"    How  About 

Your  Offerings? 

Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  OFFERING 
(Easter) 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  address  The  Missionary  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


MARCH  24,  1956 
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T  IS  A  FINE  THING  to  sit  down  and  meditate. 


I  am  wondering  what  I  have  done  for  my  fellowmen, 
to  cheer  the  sick,  write  a  word  or  two  to  the  shut-ins;  or 
am  I  just  drifting  ?  I  wonder  if  we  meditate  on  the  things 
worthwhile  ? 

It  seems  in  this  busy  world  of  ours,  that  we  are  so 
prone  not  to  realize  that  the  power  of  a  life  that  is  truly 
Christian  never  can  be  confined  within  oneself.  It  flows 
out  daily  and  blesses  the  lives  of  others.  As  we  manifest 
in  our  daily  walk  and  conversation,  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit, 
that  is,  love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffering,  gentleness,  good- 
ness, faith  and  all  the  rest,  others  with  whom  we  come 
in  contact  will  be  benefited  in  some  way  or  other. 

We  cannot  know  how  far-reaching  our  influence  can 
be,  for  all  of  us  touch  many  lives  in  ways  which  we  are 
often  quite  unaware. 

"Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,"  said  the  Mas- 
ter, "that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and  glorify 
your  Father  which  is  in  Heaven"  and  if  our  light  is 
shining  others  cannot  help  but  see  it,  so  let  us  re- 
member, 

"How  little  it  costs. 

If  we  give  it  a  thought 

To  make  happy  some  heart  each  day. 

Just  one  kind  word,  or  a  tender  smile 

As  we  go  on,  our  daily  way." 

So  may  we  show  our  love  and  give  our  best  wishes 
to  those  about  us  and  our  Lord  will  show  His  great  love 
to  us  as  we  seek  to  do  His  Will. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Klingaman, 

Waterloo,  Iowa. 


PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

February  22  to  March  14 

Previous  total  reported $3,319.01 

Sarasota  Brethren  Church,  Sarasota,  Florida  ....  33.40 
South  Bend  Brethren  Church,  South  Bend,  Ind.  .  .  100.00 
Johnstown   Second   Brethren,   Johnstown,    Penna.        53.00 


Huntington  Brethren  Church,  Huntington,  Ind.  .  .  29.08 

Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen's  Association  27.34 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church,  Ashland,  Ohio 

(additional) 5.00 

Milledgeville  Brethren  Church,  Milledgeville,  111.  201.00 

Rev.  W.  S.  Bell,  Milledgeville,  111 25.00 

St.  Luke  Brethren  Church,  Woodstock,  Virginia.  .  10.00 
Sergeantsville  Brethren  Church,  Sergeantsville, 

N.   J 14.25 

St.  James  Brethren  Church,  St.  James,  Maryland  38.00 

Trinity  Brethren  Church,  Canton,  Ohio   40.65 

Johnstown  Third  Brethren,  Johnstown,  Penna..  .  90.00 

Vivian  Ryan,  Berlin,  Pa .24 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Knavel,  Conemaugh,  Pa 5.00 

Tucson  Brethren  Church,  Tucson,  Arizona 20.30 

Falls  City  Brethren,  Falls  City,  Iowa   10.00 

West  Alexandria   Brethren   Church,  W.   Alexan- 
dria,  0 20.00 

Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Church,  Waynesboro, 

Pa 31.75 

Flora  Brethren  Church,  Flora,  Ind 51.05 

Brighton  Brethren  Church,  Howe,  Indiana 33.00 

Louisville   Brethren   Church,   Louisville,    Ohio    . .  277.50 

Phyllis  Gault,  Park  Street  Brethren,  Ashland,  O.  20.00 

Mrs.  George  S.  Baer,  Park  Street,  Ashland,  Ohio  5.00 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Delbert  Flora,  Park  Street  Brethren, 

Ashland,  Ohio 5.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elton  Whitted,  Park  St.,  Brethren, 

Ashland,    0 10.00 

Mt.  Olive  Brethren,  McGaheysville,  Va 51.00 

Morrill   Brethren,   Morrill,   Kansas    4.00 

Muncie  Brethren  Church,  Muncie,  Indiana   35.05 

H.  A.  Gossard,  LaCrescenta,  Calif 10.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dorman  Ronk,  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky  10.00 

Total  to  March  14th    $4,584.62 


iCatJi  tn  Seat 


BERKHEISER.  Elmer  F.  Berkheiser,  80,  son  of  Joseph 
and'  Lydia  (Sullivan))  Berkheiser,  was  bom  Sept.  30, 
1875  and  died  at  his  home  in  Mexico,  Indiana,  Feb.  1, 
1956.  Married  to  Cora  Balsbaugh,  Mar.  11,  1908.  Sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  two  children,  one  foster  sister,  five 
grandsons  and  three  nieces.  Member  of  the  Brethren 
Church  at  Mexico.  Funeral  services  conducted  on  Feb. 
4th  in  the  Church,  with  the  pastor  officiating,  assisted  by 
Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso.  Burial  in  Greenlawn  Cemetery. 

Wayne  E.  Swihart,  Pastor. 


EVERYONE  NEEDS  TO  SHARE  IN  MISSIONS 

now  and  throughout  the  year 

EASTER  FOREIGN  MISSION  OFFERING 

GOAL-$75,000.00 


Brethren  Historical   library 

■M:^nchest..:r  College;  • 
N.    Manchester,   Ind. 
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FOR   CHOIRS 

"CHOIR   FAVORITES"  Series 

Choir  Favorites  #  1 

96  pages  of  special  arrangements 
for  volunteer  and  rally  choirs. 

The  arrangements  are  simple,  yet 
effective  and  include  favorites  that 
have  endured  through  the  years, 
such  as: 

God  So  Loved  the  World 
Hallelujah  for  the   Cross 
At  the  Battle's  Front 
Si2e5%"x8%".  85?:;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

Choir  Favorites  #2 

82  all-time  choir  favorites  includ- 
ing such  popular  numbers  as: 
Balm  in  Gilead 
Just   Keep    On   Praying 
Follow,  I  Will  Follow  Thee 
Size  5%"x8%".  85?!;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

"GOSPEL  CHOIR  CLASSICS" 
Series 

Gospel  Choir  Classics  #  1 

20  especially  arranged  choir  fav- 
orites, wonderfully  suitable  for  vol- 
unteer choirs,  including: 
Overshadowed 
Wonderful  Peace 
Size  6%"  X  IQi/i".  Paper,  60<i 

Gospel  Choir  Classics  #2 

20  more  choir  favorites  especially 
chosen  for  volunteer  choirs,  includ- 
ing: 

Turn  Your  Eyes  Upon  Jesus 

After 
Size  6%"  X  101/4".  Paper,  60jS 

FOR    MEN 

"SING  MEN"  Series 
Sing  Men   #  1 

63  favorite  songs  for  men's  quar- 
tets,   octets,    and    ensembles    like: 
I'fn   a-Trampin' 
On   the  Jericho  Road 
Size  678"  X  10y2".  Paper,  75^ 

Sing  Men   #2 

64  gospel  song  favorites  for  men's 
quartets,    octets,    etc.,    like: 

Balm  in   Gilead 

The  Love  of  God 
Size  678"  X  101/2".  Paper,  75^ 


Sing  Men   #3 

56  favorite  gospel  songs  especially 
arranged   for   men's   voices. 
My  Sins   Are   Gone 
When  I  Met  My  Saviour 
Size  6%"  X  IQi/^".  Paper,  75^ 

"SINGSPIRATION"   Series 

Singspiration   #  1 

91   songs,   choruses   such  as: 
For  God  So  Loved  the  World 
If   You    Want   Joy 
Size  6"x8%"        i^i;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  2 
111   favorites   like: 

All   Because  of   Calvary 
Why  Do  I  Sing  About  Jesus? 
Size  6"x8y8"        35(?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #3 

106  songs,   choruses  such  as: 
Thank   You,  Lord 
No  One  Ever  Cared  For  Me 
Size  6"x8%"        35?;;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  4 

108   songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Life  Begins 

Summertime   in   My  Heart 
Size  6"x8%"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  5 

77   songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Cleanse  Me 
It's   in   My  Heart 
Size  6"x8y8"        359!;   3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  6 
70   songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Everybody   Ought  to  Know 
Isn't   He    Wonderful? 
Size  6"x8%"        35?l;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  7 

51  songs,  choruses  such  as: 
God  Can   Do  Anything 
Let's    Talk    About   Jesus 
Size  6"x8%"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  8 

67    popular    songs    and    choruses. 
Burdens  Are  Lifted  at  Calvary 
He   Is   All   I   Need 
He   Walks  Before  Me 
Size  6"x8%".       35^;  3  for  $1.00 

FOR    DUETS 
Let's  Sing   Duets 

32  special  duet  arrangements  like: 
I've  Discovered  the   Way  of 

Gladness 
Precious  Hiding  Place 
Size  6%"  X  10"  60j; 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland.  Ohio. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  New  hymn  books  are  being 
secured.  It  is  hoped  to  have  them  in  use  by  Easter.  New 
offering  plates,  and  a  cabinet  in  which  to  store  the  hymn 
books  are  also  on  order. 

The  new  Communion  set,  consisting  of  base,  cover  and 
eight  36  cup  trays,  a  gift  of  the  Goshen,  Indiana,  Church, 
has  been  received  by  the  Sarasota  Brethren. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  We  note  that  Brother 
L.  O.  McCartneysmith  was  a  patient  in  the  Memorial  Hos- 
pital, Cumberland  during  the  early  part  of  the  month. 
Eugene  Abe,  a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Church 
brought  the  morning  message  on  March  4th.  The  evening 
message  was  brought  by  Harry  Nealis.  (We  urge  the 
Brotherhood  to  remember  Brother  McCartneysmith  in 
prayer.  He  was  able  to  return  to  his  home  on  March 
3rd.  Ed.) 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  The  W.  M.  S.  Public  Service 
is  scheduled  for  April  15th,  with  Mission  Board  General 
Secretary  W.   Clayton   Berkshire,  bringing  the  message. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SECOND  BRETHREN.  Cor- 
responding Secretary  Mrs.  Allen  E.  Hostetler,  writes: 
"The  work  on  the  parsonage  is  progressing  very  nicely. 
The  wiring,  plumbing  and  heating  systems  have  been  in- 
stalled and  it  is  now  being  readied  for  the  plasterers. 
Practically  all  work  to  date  has  been  by  lay  members  and 
friends." 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Brother  Wm.  D.  Keeling  re- 
ports that  with  the  weather  a  chief  factor  (snow,  etc.), 
the  attendance  at  the  Pennsylvania  District  Youth  Rally, 
the  evening  of  Friday,  March  16th,  in  the  Masontown 
Church,  was  limited  to  31  young  people.  A  fine  time  is 
reported — an  inspirational  program,  social  time,  and  ban- 
quet. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.  The  Cameron  Union  Holy  Week 
Service  on  Monday  evening,  was  held  in  the  Brethren 
Church. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Valley  Brethren  Choir  joined  with  choir 
members  of  other  churches  of  the  valley,  in  the  presen- 
tation of  a  special  musical  program  in  the  Valley  Com- 
munity Hall,  Palm  Sunday  evening. 

(Continued   on   Page   6) 


COMING  EVENTS 

TIOSA,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— April  2-15— Rev. 
O.  C.  Lemert,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Wayne  E.  Swihart,  Pas- 
tor. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— April  3-15— 
Rev.  V.  D.  Geren,  Evangelist;  Rev.  E.  J.  Black,  Pastor. 

GATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  Revival  Services— April  2-8— 
Rev.  Hays  K.  Logan,  Pastor-Evangelist. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Revival  Services— April  2-15 
— Rev.  D.  C.  White,  Evangelist;  Rev.  William  D.  Keeling, 
Pastor. 

ST.  JAMES  MARYLAND.  Evangelistic  Meeting- 
April  16-29 — Rev.  L.  V.  King,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Freeman 
Ankrum,  Pastor. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Services— April  18- 
29 — Emmons  Evangelistic  Party;  Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  Pas- 
tor. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Evangelistic  Campaign— April 
18-29 — Rev.  Clarence  Stogsdill,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Robert 
Hoffman,  Pastor. 


BRETHREN  MINISTER'S  CONFERENCE 

ON  FAITH  AND  ORDER  of  1956 

Park  Street  Brethren  Church 

Ashland,  Ohio 

Begins Tuesday  night,  April  10th,  7:30 

Closes Thursday  night,  April  12th,  8:30 

COME  FOR  INSPIRATION  AND 
INSTRUCTION 

CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

SPRING  CAMP 

Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church 
Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois 

April  20,  21,  22,  1956 
Special  Speakers:  Bob  and  Bea  Bischof 

Youth  Banquet  Speaker  Rev.  A.  T.  Ronk 

K.  C.  Mock,  Pastor, 
Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois. 
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Easier 


FOR  THE  PAST  SEVERAL  WEEKS  we  have 
been  emphasizing,  in  the  Evangelist,  the  Eas- 
ter theme.  We  have,  because  of  the  importance  of 
this  great  Day,  been  seeking  to  give  it  more  than 
just  a  one  issue  emphasis. 

We  are  wondering  how  great  an  emphasis  you 
are  giving  the  Easter  message  in  your  heart? 
Civilization  revolves  on  the  authenticity  of  the 
Easter  morning  account  of  the  resurrection  of 
our  Lord.  Eternity,  dear  friends,  is  keystoned  by 
the  Resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  As  Paul  puts  it 
in  I  Corinthians  15:14,  17:  "If  Christ  be  not 
risen,  then  is  our  preaching  vain,  and  your  faith 
is  also  vain.  If  Christ  be  not  raised,  your  faith 
is  vain;  ye  are  yet  in  your  sins." 

Whereas  the  pagan  religious  systems  of  the 
world  point  to  the  tombs  of  their  founders  as 
their  focal  point  of  worship,  the  true,  Christian 
faith,  points  (if  to  a  tomb,  to  an  empty  one)  to 
the  resurrected  Lord.  Paul  continues  in  the  20th 
verse  of  the  "Resurrection  chapter":  Now  is 
Christ  risen  from  the  dead,  and  become  the  first- 
fruits  of  them  that  slept  ...  As  in  Adam  all  die, 
even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive." 

Thus,  we  have  the  answer  to  remove  all  doubts. 
We  do  not  need  to  question  the  probability  or  the 
possibility  of  eternal  resurrection  or  of  eternal 
life !  The  resurrection  guarantees  for  the  believer 
that  coming  reality.  "In  Christ  shall  all  be  made 
alive !"  With  inspiration  like  this,  no  wonder  Paul 
was  able  to  write  at  the  close  of  this  great  Chap- 
ter, "0  death,  where  is  thy  sting?  0  grave,  where 
is  thy  victory?  .  .  .  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which 
giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ." 

At  this  Easter  time,  we  are  sure  every  heart 
can  be  lifted  up  into  planes  of  faith  never  before 
realized.  The  hard  places  can  be  made  smooth, 
the  crooked  places  made  straight.  The  weary  road 
can  be  bordered  with  the  flowers  of  praise,  and 
the  heavy  burdens  can  bq  lightened  by  the  res- 


urrected Lord  who  said,  "Come  unto  me  all  ye 
that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden,"  and  who  also 
said,  'T  am  with  you  alway." 

Paul  knew  the  boundless  joy  of  the  Christian 
life  would  equally  be  fraught  with  the  burdens 
of  daily  living.  He  sobered  the  over-zealousness 
of  our  faith  by  saying,  "Be  ye  steadfast, 
unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour 
is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord."  (I  Corinthians  15:58.) 

"He  lives  forevermore,"  should  be  the  first 
thought  of  every  day.  "Because  He  lives,  I  too 
shall  live  forevermore,"  should  be  the  next 
thought.  Then  with  this  faith  and  assurance  as 
the  base  of  the  day,  let  us  build  a  daily  life  that 
will  show  to  those  around  us  that  we  do  believe 
in  a  risen  Saviour  who  saves  us  from  sin.  With 
this  emphasis  in  our  lives,  infection  will  set  in. 
Yes,  infection  of  others  with  the  same  living 
faith  which  is  ours.  Let  us  not  only  rejoice  with 
the  living  Saviour  on  Easter,  let  us  make  every 
morning,  every  rising  sun,  the  beginning  of  a 
day  of  testimony  to  our  Risen  Lord. — W.  S.  B. 
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I  Gorinthians    15 


Keu  TS.ohert  L.   Hoffman 


THE  RESURRECTION  OF  THE  BODY  is  an 
interesting  as  well  as  a  practical  subject. 
Every  Christian  is  interested  in  the  subject  be- 
cause there  is  not  one  who  has  not  had  a  loved 
one  who  has  left  this  present  life.  Certainly,  it 
has  practical  implications.  It  is  surprising  how  lit- 
tle Christians  know  about  this  theme  in  general. 
Even  though  the  belief  has  been  weakly  held  by 
Christians  in  general,  the  church  has  held  a  strong 
belief  in  the  resurrection  of  the  body.  The  church 
formulated  its  doctrine  of  this  belief  in  the  early 
creeds  of  the  church.  The  Apostles'  Creed  states 
very  definitely  "...  I  believe  in  the  resurrection 
of  the  body  ..."  It  does  not  say  perhaps,  maybe, 
or  under  certain  circumstances;  but  I  BELIEVE. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Greeks  had 
hazy  ideas  about  the  dead  as  existing  as  shadowy 
spirits.  Plato  said  that  the  soul  must  return  to  the 
body;  perhaps  after  four  hundred  years.  He 
seemed  to  hold  some  view  concerning  the  reuniting 
of  the  soul  and  the  body.  Clear  teaching  on  this 
subject,  as  well  as  on  many  others,  was  not  given 
until  the  New  Testament  was  written. 

We  look  to  the  Bible  then,  for  positive  teaching 
on  this  theme.  Job  said,  "For  I  know  that  my  re- 
deemer liveth,  and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the  lat- 
ter day  upon  the  earth :  And  though  after  my  skin 
worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I 
see  God"  (Job  19:25,  26).  David  expressed  hope 
of  the  resurrection  and  the  life  everlasting  in 
Psalm  16,  verses  9-11.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note 
that  Elijah  and  Elisha  each  raised  one  person  from 
the  dead,  which  seems  to  be  something  of  a  pre- 
view of  the  demonstrations  that  Jesus  gave  when 
He  was  here  on  earth.  We  recall  that  Jesus 
brought  several  people  back  to  life,  namely,  Jairus' 


daughter,  the  widow's  son  at  Nain,  and  finally 
Lazarus.  Last  of  all,  Jesus  Himself,  was  resur- 
rected! At  this  point  we  want  to  notice  an  im- 
portant contrast.  Jesus'  resurrection  alone  is  gen- 
uine! The  other  examples  that  were  given  were 
not  resurrections  but  reversals  of  death.  We  re- 
alize that  each  of  the  others  passed  through  phys- 
ical death  again. 

There  is  little  question  but  that  resurrection  of 
the  body  is  taught  in  the  scriptures.  The  ques- 
tions that  the  Corinthians  raised  indicated  that 
they  wanted  to  know  how,  and  the  nature  of  the 
body.  Their  query  is,  "How  are  the  dead  raised 
up,  and  with  what  body  do  they  come?"  Every- 
one is  familiar  with  the  fact  that  the  physical 
body  grows  old  and  after  a  time  ceases  to  func- 
tion. I^  is  claimed  by  the  forces  of  death.  Is  this 
body  to  be  revived  and  renewed?  Paul  explained 
that  the  answer  is  to  be  found  in  nature.  He  gives 
the  fa  .nous  analogy  of  the  seed.  A  grain  of  wheat 
will  in  "'strate  his  point. 

Aiiyone  familiar  with  the  ways  of  the  farmer 
knows  that  when  a  grain  of  wheat  is  planted  it 
passes  through  the  process  of  death  and  disorgan- 
ization as  the  new  plant  grows  out  of  the  old 
grain.  The  new  seed  is  produced  from  the  new 
plant  that  grew  out  of  the  old  grain  that  died. 
When  the  new  grain  is  produced,  no  one  would 
argue  that  the  exact  same  particles  that  com- 
posed the  old  grain  were  present  in  the  new 
grain.  New  particles  are  added  from  the  soil  and 
from  the  sun  and  the  air,  but  the  new  grain 
would  still  be  recognized  as  wheat.  Paul  is  say- 
ing that  the  new  body  will  resemble  the  old,  how- 
ever, the  same  particles  will  not  necessarily  need 
to  be  present.  A  scientific  objection  is  raised  at 
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this  point  against  the  resurrection  of  the  body. 
Some  say  that  since  the  particles  that  composed 
the  physical  body  enter  into  new  combinations 
bodily  resurrection  is  impossible.  The  same  par- 
ticles need  no  more  to  be  present  in  the  body  than 
are  present  in  the  new  grain.  The  new  body  grows 
out  of  the  old — that  is  the  miracle  in  the  pro- 
cess! 

Paul  also  speaks  about  the  analogy  of  the  di- 
versity of  bodies.  Man  has  one  type  of  flesh  and 
beasts  another.  Fishes  ^.i^d  birds  represent  still 
others.  He  says  that  there  are  celestial  bodies 
and  there  are  terrestrial  bodies.  The  sun  and  the 
moon  differ  in  glory.  In  other  words,  we  want 
to  be  careful  when  we  begin  to  "fence  God  in." 
God  is  not  limited  by  our  finite  understanding. 
Since  God  made  man  in  the  first  place,  He  can 
certainly  accomplish  his  bodily  resurrection.  Paul 
in  presenting  these  analogies  of  the  differing 
bodies  is  indicating  that  the  glory  of  the  resur- 
rected body  will  far  outshine  the  earthly  body. 

Notice  his  comparisons  between  the  earthly 
body  and  the  spiritual  body.  "It  is  sown  in  cor- 
ruption: it  is  raised  in  incorruption :  It  is  sown 
in  dishonor:  it  is  raised  in  glory:  it  is  sown  in 
weakness:  it  is  raised  in  power:  It  is  sown  a  nat- 
ural body;  it  is  raised  a  spiritual  body.  There  is 
a  natural  body,  and  there  is  a  spiritual  body." 

Paul  assures  us  that  "flesh  and  blood  cannot 
inherit  the  Kingdom  of  God;  neither  doth  cor- 
ruption inherit  incorruption."  The  body's  blood 
is  the  life  vitalizing  principle  in  the  physical 
body.  This  was  stated  thousands  of  years  ago  by 
Moses  in  Leviticus  17:11,  "the  life  of  ihe  flesh 
is  in  the  blood."  This  was  not  thorough!,  under- 
stood nor  appreciated  until  Harvey  di^'covered 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  seventeenth 
century.  Since  Paul  says  that  "flesh  and'  blood 
cannot  inherit  the  Kingdom  of  G  ',"  it 
would  appear  that  this  vitalizing  principle  will 
be  replaced  by  one  which  will  not  be  subject  to 
corruption. 

What  will  our  bodies  be  like  then?  The  Scrip- 
tures do  not  tell  us  everything  about  them  but 
what  it  does  tell  us  is  very  important.  It  will  be 
a  God-given  body.  God  formed  the  first  body.  He 
will  also  form  this  one.  Paul  says  in  Phil.  3:21 
that  our  vile  body  will  be  fashioned  like  unto  His 
glorious  body.  This  new  body  then  will  not  be 
pure  spirit  as  some  have  thought  but  it  will  be 
like  Christ's  resurrected  body.  As  we  know,  His 
body  was  not  spirit  because  he  invited  the  dis- 
ciples to  see  it  and  also  ate  before  them  to  dem- 
onstrate this  fact.  Like  His  body,  ours  also  will 


be  immortal  and  incorruptible.  This  new  body 
will  be  strong.  It  will  not  be  subject  to  present 
limitations.  To  appreciate  this,  just  recall  to  mind 
that  Christ's  resurrected  body  was  not  limited  by 
time  or  space  or  by  material  objects.  When  the 
disciples  were  meeting  in  the  locked  room  Christ 
simply  appeared  with  all  the  doors  and  windows 
locked.  You  see,  His  body  was  not  limited  by 
matter.  It  is  almost  beyond  our  comprehension. 
We  can  be  sure  that  this  new  body  will  be 
adapted  to  heavenly  uses  and  purposes.  In  the 
Transfiguration  scene  it  appears  that  we  have  a 
glimpse  of  Christ's  resurrected  body  and  His 
glory.  Since  our  bodies  will  resemble  His,  it  is 
logical  to  assume  that  our  body  will  be  shining 
and  glorious  as  was  His. 

The  Scriptures  not  only  teach  the  truths  of  the 
resurrection,  but  also  the  resurrection  of  the 
body.  We  do  not  know  every  detail  but  the  very 
outline  is  enough  to  go  beyond  our  wildest  imag- 
inations. In  conclusion  then,  we  ought  to  look  for- 
ward to  this  great  event  with  a  firm  faith  in  the 
purposes  of  God.  It  ought  to  lessen  our  undue 
concern  for  departed  loved  ones.  Since  their 
identity  and  ours  will  remain  we  will  know  one 
another  and  share  together  the  untold  glories  of 
of  the  Father's  heaven.  Also,  while  we  remain 
here  on  earth,  it  ought  to  challenge  us  as  never 
before  to  our  work  of  saving  the  lost. 

You  can  say  with  the  church,  "...  I  believe  in 
the  resurrection  of  the  body!" 

Smithville,  Ohio. 
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LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  The  Good  Friday  service  offered 
a  special  feature  for  adults  and  children  this  year.  With 
the  parents  attending  the  service  in  the  Reformed  Church, 
the  children  were  cared  for  in  their  own  meeting  which 
was  held  in  the  Brethren  Church. 

WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  The  West  Alexandria 
Church  is  scheduled  to  be  the  host  to  the  Miami  Valley 
Brethren  Laymen's  Rally  on  April  16th. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. Dedication  Services,  for  the  New  Addition,  which 
includes  new  Sunday  School  rooms,  new  electrical  fix- 
tures, Public  Address  system  and  redecoration  of  the 
church,  was  held  Sunday  afternoon,  March  25th.  Brother 
W.  E.  Ronk,  of  the  Ashland  Seminary  Faculty,  was  the 
guest  speaker.  A  full  report  of  the  day's  activities  will 
appear  later  in  the  Evangelist. 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  Newark's  first  Ordination  Service  for 
Deacons  and  Deaconesses  was  held  on  March  18th.  Those 
ordained  to  this  office  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  H. 
Wilkins,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvin  F.  Cooperrider. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Rev.  Gerald  Woodhouse  is  the 
scheduled  speaker  at  the  Elkhart  Brethren  Easter  Sunrise 
Service  at  6:00  A.  M. 

Brother  R.  K.  Higgins  is  scheduled  to  speak  at  the 
City-wide  Easter  Sunrise  Service,  in  the  High  School 
auditorium  at  6:30. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  The  Flora  W.  M.  S.  has  presented 
the  Brethren's  Home  with  an  illuminated  picture,  "Christ, 
the  Shepherd." 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Guest  speaker,  Sunday  evening, 
March  18th,  was  Armydis  Sturdavent,  a  layman  from 
the  Friends  Church. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Brother  Spencer  Gentle  reports 
an  attendance  of  76  at  a  recent  Mid-Week  Service. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  The  morning  mes- 
sage on  March  18th  was  brought  by  Richard  Rupp,  rep- 
resentative of  the  Gideon's  Organization. 


EASTER   REVERIE 

I  like  to  think 

Before  the  gates  of  dawn,  how  tall  he  stood ! 

No  man  had  shared  the  journey  with  him  there- 
No  other  could. 

I  like  to  think 

The  Cross  was  lifted  from  his  soul  at  last 
And  he  was  mindful  of  his  Father's  face — 

No  dimmer  past. 

I  like  to  think 

Before  the  gates  of  dawn  he  still  could  see, 
Far  down  along  the  Easter  thoroughfare, 

Least  ones  like  me! 

— Lilla  Vass  Shepherd. 


ATTENTION  PASTORS: 

BY  THE  WAY,  PASTORS:  If  you  have  not  yet  taken 
the  time  to  write  out  a  favorite  sermon  of  yours  for  the 
Evangelist,  we  suggest  that  you  do  this  between  now  and 
the  Pastor's  Conference,  bringing  it  along  to  give  to  the 
Editor. 

In  our  Evangelist  articles,  we  are  endeavoring  to  bring 
to  our  readers  articles  which  are  Brethren,  by  Brethren. 
To  do  this,  we  must  continue  to  receive  manuscripts 
from  the   pen  of  Brethren  ministers  and  leaders. 

We  appreciate  the  splendid  cooperation  as  evidenced 
in  the  articles  which  have  appeared  on  these  pages  from 
time  to  time.  In  addition  to  our  regular,  planned  themes, 
and  departments,  we  like  to  bring  to  our  readers  the 
devotional  messages  as  they  have  been  appearing  under 
the  "Favorite  Sermon"  series.  Thus,  if  you  have  not 
yet  sent  in  your  message,  we  would  appreciate  your  de- 
votion to  this  service  soon.  Remember,  if  possible,  type 
double  spaced,  and  on  one  side  of  the  paper,  only. 

ALSO,  PASTORS:  We  still  have  room  in  our  file  for 
the  50  or  more  pastor's  questionnaires  which  have  not 
yet  been  returned. 


i^"'"''^ 


Ti^ru.  jobtp^jib  dew- 

Near   i\^t  green 
\y\\    far  away, 
l^iset^  Lori  sped 
SoFtXy 

f\i  breaK.    6  F 

^ni  Pfo-nrjcac)^  foot- 
pfiTjt  cnrj  tlje  ear\;>2 
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MISSIONARY     DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY  BOARD  OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 
524    College   Ave..    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone:    39582 


Contributing   Editors:    W.    CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE.    Gen.    Se/y. 
(MRS  )     IDA    LINDOWER.    Adm.    Assistant 


THE  INSIDE  STORY 


WHEN  THE  LORD  DIRECTED— "Go  ye  therefore 
..."  He  turned  over  to  His  believers  and  follow- 
ers the  most  challenging,  the  most  potentially  productive 
business  of  all  time.  His  challenge  has  been  accepted  by 
many  churches  and  individuals  down  through  the  years 
with  some  amazing  results;  however,  we  are  all  aware 
that  much  more  could  have  been  accomplished  and  still 
can  be  accomplished  if  we  will  undertake  this  business 
with  enthusiasm,  using  skillful  and  resourceful  methods. 
The  Brethren  Church,  in  building  and  maintaining  an 
effective  missionary  program  in  Nigeria  and  Argentina 
during  the  past  years,  has  achieved  some  rather  gratify- 
ing results;  but  with  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  work 
on  the  part  of  all  Brethren,  even  greater  developments 
may  follow. 

Understanding  our  needs 

Since  the  beginning  of  our  mission  work  in  Nigeria  and 
Argentina  a  number  of  our  Brethren  people  have  sup- 
ported it  faithfully;  but  it  always  seems  that  a  greater 
munber  of  them  might  help — and  more  effectively — if 
they  understood  the  entire  picture  of  missions:  what  the 
needs  are;  where  our  funds  are  spent;  and  how  they  are 
distributed. 

Various  organizations — and  sometimes  individuals — 
have  preferred  to  do  their  mission  giving  for  definite 
projects.  They  apparently  like  to  fulfill  some  unique  need. 
Such  gifts  are  helpful,  of  course;  but  we  must  guard 
against  emphasis  upon  these  extras  to  the  exclusion  of 
or  neglect  of  our  total  missionary  pi-ogram  and  its  basic 
needs.  In  other  words,  giving  to  these  projects  is  fine, 
but  such  giving  should  be  done  in  addition  to  supporting 
the  fundamental  expenses  of  missions  and  not  instead  of 
them.  Otherwise,  our  foreign  mission  work  may  find  it- 
self in  the  impracticable — almost  paradoxical — situation 
of  having  the  non-essentials — but  not  the  essentials  for 
carrying  on,  nor  the  essentials  for  expanding. 

It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  the  Missionary 
Board  is  not  discouraging  or  disparaging  giving  for  pro- 
jects. They  appreciate  and  encourage  such  giving — but 
recognize  that  the  basic  needs  must  be  supplied  first  to 
insure  the  work's  continuance  and  development. 

Basic  needs  of  missions 

Perhaps  many  of  our  people  are  not  clear  in  their  un- 
derstanding of  the  items  that  must  be  supplied  and  the 
approximate  funds  needed  to  support  missions  in  our  de- 
nomination. For  the  benefit  of  those  concerned,  and  to 
answer  questions  relating  to  this  work,  we  list  the  follow- 
ing costs  of  our  mission  work  in  Nigeria  and  Argentina 
for  one  year: 

Argentina : 

Bylers'  basic  salary   $  2,576.00 

Child  allowance    880.00 


Rent    1,000.00 

Radio    work    1,296.00 

Field    Budget    4,000.00 

Bible  Institute    500.00 

Buildings *30,000.00 


40,252.00 

*Not  a  typical  expense — to  be  distributed  over  several 
years 

Nigeria: 

Liskey— Salary  and  work  budget $  1,890.00 

Bischofs'  Salary  and  work  budget .  3,780.00 

Shanks'  Salary  and  work  budget   3,780.00 

Shanks'  Child  allowance   360.00 

Transportation  and  freight— Shanks   1,564.09 

Meadville  Training  Conf.— Shanks   353.15 

Outfit  allowance— Shanks   600.00 

C.  R.  I.  support 1,000.00 

Education  and  Medical  support    1,000.00 

Furlough  Salary— Janet  King  (2  mo.)    300.00 

Bischofs'  passage   home    1,000.00 


$15,627.24 

General  Expense: 

Missionary  Home  Maintenance   $  429.28 

Medical  expense — Miss,   and  Cand 600.00 

Deputation  expense — Missionaries    200.00 

Administration — (salaries,  rent,  promotion, 

literature,  office  equipment,  board  exp.  etc.)  7,830.00 

Candidate  training    3,799.68 


$12,858.96 


Total  expense  for  1 
Nigeria 


year — Argentina  and 


.$68,738.20 


With  these  figures  in  mind,  which  vary  some  from  year 
to  year — but  basically  run  about  the  same — one  has  a  bet- 
ter idea  of  where  his  money  goes  and  how  much  is 
needed.  Of  course,  we  want  the  scope  of  our  work  to  in- 
crease; we  want  to  extend  into  larger  fields;  hence  we 
will  need  to  give  more  money  and  send  more  workers. 

If  the  expense  of  carrying  on  the  work  seems  large, 
remember  that  we  could  be  sending  a  dozen  more  mis- 
sionaries without  involving  a  great  deal  more  in  over- 
head. A  certain  amount  of  operating  cost  is  essential — 
an  absolute  minimum — regardless  of  the  number  of  woi'k- 
ers  being  sent  out.  Therefore,  we  should  be  sending  more. 

In  the  light  of  this  information,  you  may  want  to  give 
your  missionary  offerings  to  the  total  program,  simply 
trusting  the  Missionary  Board  to  make  the  distribution  of 
funds  as  they  are  needed.  This  method  makes  their  work 
simpler  and  greatly  facilitates  progress. 
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II 


He  is  Risen 


Matthew  28:1-10 

JN  the  end  of  the  sabbath,  as  it  began  to  dawn 
toward  the  first  day  of  the  week,  came  Mary 
Magdalene,  and  the  other  Mary  to  see  the  sepul- 
chre. 

2  And  behold,  there  was  a  great  earthquake: 
for  the  angel  of  the  Lord  descended  from  heaven, 
and  came  and  rolled  back  the  stone  from  the 
door,  and  sat  upon  it: 

3  His  countenance  was  like  lightning,  and  his 
raiment  white  as  snow. 

4  And  for  fear  of  him  the  keepers  did  shake, 
and  became  as  dead  men. 

5  And  the  angel  answered  and  said  unto  the 
women.  Fear  not  ye:  for  I  know  that  ye  seek 
Jesus,  which  was  crucified. 


EASTER  DAY 

What  has  happened,  Mary, 

To  make  your  eyes  so  bright?  . 

Radiant  as  stars  they  shine, 
And  only  yesternight 

Dim  they  were  with  weeping, 
Clouded  was  their  light — 

Tell  me,  tell  me  quickly, 

Mary,  whom  did  you  see 
And  speak  to  in  the  garden — 

Mary — was  it — he? 

Lucy  A.  K,  Adee. 


THE  Ei 

Sweet  Easter  in 
Cathedral  choi 

That  Christ  |v 
Glad  voices  lo' 
Our  hearts  w 

Eternal  Lif(|v 

All  hail  the  E 
For  him  our  si 

Who  conque 
His  victory  cc|j 
From  him  we 

Receive  Ete 
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as  He  said! 


6  He  is  not  here:  for  he  is  risen,  as  he  said. 
Come,  see  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay. 

7  And  go  quickly,  and  tell  his  disciples,  that 
he  is  risen  from  the  dead,  and  behold,  he  goeth 
before  you  into  Galilee;  there  shall  ye  see  him: 
lo,  I  have  told  you. 

8  And  they  departed  quickly  from  the  sepul- 
chre, with  fear  and  great  joy;  and  did  run  to 
bring  his  disciples  word. 

9  And  as  they  went  to  tell  his  disciples,  be- 
hold, Jesus  met  them,  saying,  All  hail.  And  they 
came,  and  held  him  by  the  feet,  and  worshipped 
him. 

10.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  them.  Be  not  afraid : 
go  tell  my  brethren,  that  they  go  into  Galilee,  and 
there  shall  they  see  me. 


MUSIC 

e  ringing, 

singing, 
viour  lives ! 
telling, 

are  swelling, 

lanting ! 
I  panting, 
the  strife; 

tie  blessing, 
ife! 

Daniel   Brodhead. 


THREE  LILIES 

Three  joyous  lilies  were  in  bloom 
Beside  the  empty  garden  tomb. 

One  swayed  gently  as  the  breeze 
Sang  resurrection  melodies. 

One  leaned  down  to  touch  the  sod 
Where  the  feet  of  Jesus  trod. 

One  looked  up  as  if  to  say 

A  prayer  of  thanks  for  Easter  Day. 

— E.  V.  Thomson. 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  C,  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

plans  Mortgage  Burning 

Service  for 

EASTER  SUNDAY  MORNING 

April  1,  1956 


As  you  read  in  the  February  11  issue  of  the  Evan- 
gelist and  also  in  the  later  report  by  the  Missionary 
Board,  February  5  of  this  year  was  observed  as  Cash 
Day  for  the   Building   Fund  in  Washington,  D.   C. 

The  day  had  been  anticipated  for  some  time;  plans 
were  well  laid  and  much  prayer  by  the  pastor  and  peo- 
ple was  in  evidence.  Since  the  1955  campaign  had  proved 
so  fruitful,  now  the  entire  liquidation  of  the  present  debt 
was  hoped  for.  We  needed  almost  $5,000  to  accomplish 
this. 

By  the  time  Cash  Day  was  over  there  was  just  about 
$4,500  brought  to  the  House  of  the  Lord  by  the  Sunday 
School  Classes,  Morning  Worship  Service  and  Evening 
Bible  Hour.  We  were  about  $300  short  of  our  total  ob- 
jective. However,  everyone  in  the  Church  knew  that  be- 
fore long  that  would  be  in,  for  had  not  the  Lord  met 
every  single  obstacle  thus  far  and  given  us  great  assur- 
ance ? 

Additional  dollars  came  in  until  just  a  week  ago  when 
one  of  our  Brethren  and  his  wife  decided  they  would  as- 
sume the  rest  of  the  obligation  and  pay  off  the  other 
$200.  But  the  Brethren  still  didn't  stop  and  by  the  time 
the  Note  was  paid  off  there  was  $50.00  left  over  to  start 
the  new  Building  Fund. 

I  am  sure  the  entire  Brotherhood  rejoices  with  us  here 
in  Washington,  the  Nation's  Capital.  Our  congregation 
is  not  composed  of  wealthy  people — far  from  it — and  we 
take  pride  in  the  spirit  of  generosity  and  sacrifice  re- 
flected in  the  above  results.  The  Sunday  School  Classes 
showed  diligent  work  both  by  the  teachers  and  pupils. 
Everybody  had  a  part  in  this. 

Our  present  building  has  been  occupied  for  only  7 
years.  Our  membership  embraces  142.  There  were  129 
present  on  the  big  Cash  Day  when  the  $4,500  was  brought 
in.  This  included  children,  babies  and  visitors. 


No  one  can  foretell  what  the  future  years  will  bring 
in  the  way  of  furthering  His  kingdom  in  this  great  city, 
the  heartbeat  of  our  nation.  We  would  not  forget  the 
kindness  and  help  of  many  of  our  members  who  have 
left  the  city,  and  likewise  of  those  who  have  sent  in  gifts 
from  outside  our  membership.  Their  contributions  helped 
us  very  greatly  in  reaching  our  objective.  Friends,  we  are 
very  appreciative.  The  Brethren  in  Washington  have  every 
reason  to  rejoice. 

On  Easter  Sunday  Rev.  Clayton  Berkshire,  General 
Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board  is  coming  to  assist  us 
in  burning  our  old  Note.  Also  we  will  have  a  man  from 
the  Perpetual  Building  Association  from  whom  we  had 
borrowed  the  $30,000  we  have  paid  in  these  seven  years. 
On  Easter  Sunday  Evening  we  will  celebrate  the  Lord's 
Supper  and  Holy  Communion.  While  our  Pastor  is  hold- 
ing Services  in  Berlin,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Meyersdale, 
Pennsylvania,  we  will  be  delighted  to  have  Reverend  Fells 
Lam  and  Chaplain  Donald  F.  Carter  in  our  Pulpit.  Also 
our  Tuesday  night  Bible  Class  of  Young  Married  Couples 
will  conduct  the  Sunday  Evening  and  one  Wednesday 
night  Services,  bringing  to  the  Church  some  of  the  great 
things  they  have  learned  in  this  year's  course  in  their 
Bible  Class.  This  group  has  met  with  the  Pastor  on  Tues- 
day nights  now  for  three  years.  They  are  also  very  active 
in  visitation  work. 

We  seek  your  help  in  asking  the  Lord's  guidance  about 
our  future  here.  We  want  to  go  up  with  the  top  and 
Sanctuary  just  as  soon  as  we  can.  We  need  the  room  and 
the  Church  atmosphere  so  very  much. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  Ona  Lee  Sams, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 


LJOW  DIVINELY  FULL  OF  GLORY  and  pleasure  shall  that  hour  be 
■'•  A  when  all  the  millions  of  mankind  that  have  been  redeemed  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God  shall  meet  together  and  stand  around  Him, 
with  every  tongue  and  every  heart  full  of  joy  and  praise!  How  aston- 
ishing will  be  the  glory  and  the  joy  of  that  day  when  all  the  saints  shall 
join  together  in  one  common  song  of  gratitude  and  love,  and  of  everlast- 
ing thankfulness  to  this  Redeemer!  With  what  unknown  delight,  and  in- 
expressible satisfaction,  shall  all  that  are  saved  from  the  ruins  of  sin 
and  hell  address  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  and  rejoice  in  His  presence. — 
— Isaac  Watts. 
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The  Washington  Pastor, 

REV.  J.  RAY 


KLINGENSMITH. 

writes  as  follows: 


"I  thought  this  group  of  figures  (below)  might  be  of 
real  interest  and  inspiration  to  many  of  our  Churches  in 
showing  how  this  small  handful  of  people  have  given. 

"Will  you  notice  that  in  the  last  14  months  they  gave 
as  much  as  they  had  given  in  the  first  72  months  ?  This 
only  shows  that  any  Church  can  do  many  times  more 
for  the  Lord  if  they  just  think  they  can,  and  want  to. 


"Our  financial  Secretaries  worked  out  this  chart  to 
show  the  'per  day'  and  'per  family'  giving  of  our  people. 
This  is  only  for  the  Building  Fund,  however.  Other  in- 
comes have  been  increasing  for  the  Church  Treasury,  too. 

"Rev.  Clayton  Berkshire  will  be  with  us  on  Easter 
Sunday  morning  to  assist  in  burning  the  Note  for  the 
old  Church  loan  which  we  have  now  paid  off.  All  of  the 
Brethren  within  reach  of  Washington  are  invited." 


A  RECORD  OF  A  MIRACLE  OF  GRACE  — 

Which  God  has  accomplished  through  a  Small  CongTegiation  : 

THE  WASHINGTON  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

Building  Fund  Report  from  January  1949  to  February  19,  1956 


Year 

Total  Paid 

Interest 

Debt 

to 

Total 

Averages 

and 

Reduced 

Reduction 

Daily 

Per 

Member 

Insurance 

from 

Average 

During  year 

1949 

$2,812.50 

$1593.39 

$30,000.00 

$28,780.82 

$1,219.18 

$  7.71 

$19.81 

1950 

2,475.00 

1157.88 

28,888.75 

27,571.63 

1,317.12 

6.78 

17.43 

1951 

4,201.26 

1087.83 

27,675.02 

24,561.59 

3,113.43 

11.51 

29.55 

1952 

2,992.69 

1043.94 

24,653.70 

22,704.95 

1,948.75 

8.19 

21.07 

1953 

2,561.82 

993.04 

22,790.09 

21,221.77 

1,568.32 

7.01 

18.04 

1954 

2,925.00 

835.56 

21,301.35 

19,211.91 

2,089.44 

8.01 

20.59 

1955 

13,285.06 

613.87 

19,283.95 

6,612.76 

12,671.19 

36.40 

93.55 

to  Feb. 

1956       4,725.00 

24.05 

6,637.56 

:,936.61 

4,700.95 

94.50 

33.27 

TOTAL  DEBT  PAID  AS  OF  MARCH  12,  1956 

AN  INTERESTING  GLANCE  at  the  total  86  months  of  the  above  report: 

First  72  months  the   Church  gave  almost  exactly  $18,000  toward  the   Building 
Fund. 


Last  14  months   the   Church   gave   almost  exactly   $18,000   toward   the   Building 


Fund. 


Our  membership,  including  children,  is  142.  We  have  about  42  families  in  all. 


RYDNE  NEEDS  TO  SHAR 

now  and  throughout 

EASTER  FOREIGN  MISSION 


IN  MISSIONS 

year 
OFFERING 
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Vrayer  ffleeting 
Studies 

"By  G.  T.  §ilmer 


"MEN   AS   TREES"— MARK   8:24 

"Dear  Lord,  if  Thou  canst  make  so  wonderful  this  thing 

called  a  tree 
I   wonder,   Lord,  what  Thou  couldst  make  if  men  would 

yield  to  Thee: 
If  every  earth-born  root,  drank  from  the  wells  of  God 
And  all  day  long  his  every  breath  answered  Thy  slightest 

nod? 
It's  bent,  twisted,  gnarled  and  time-eaten,  but  a  glorious 

thing  this  tree. 
With   its   heart  and   its  arms   uplifted,   seeking  the  face 

of  Thee. 
Oh,   Thou,   Who   made    so   wonderful   tliis  thing  called  a 

Tree 
Take  me,  root,  branch  and  all,  and  as  the  years  go  on 

apace, 
Grow  up  in  me  that  radiant  light  that  shines.  Lord,  from 

Thy  face." 

CONSISTENT  CHRISTIAN  MEN  are  like  the  ever- 
green cedars  of  Lebanon  (Psalm  92:12.)  No  matter 
how  hard  the  trials  of  life  may  come,  they  have  no  time 
for  backsliding  (Psalm  112:7).  No  matter  how  ugly  the 
natural  features,  when  the  Spirit  of  God  dwells  in  a  man 
he  is  handsome  (Psalm  149:4).  Some  cedars  are  red  on 
the  inside,  but  the  cedars  of  Lebanon  are  white  inside 
(Matt.  5:8).  The  cedars  of  Lebanon  are  sweet  smelling, 
which  speaks  of  a  life  of  self-denial  and  sacrifice  (Songs 
of  Solomon  4:11;  Phil.  4:18;  Heb.  13:15,  16).  The  Chris- 
tian's influence  is  wide-spreading  as  the  lengthy  boughs 
of  the  Lebanon  cedar  (1  Thess.  1:8).  As  the  cedar  is 
always  growing  so  the  Christian  grows  in  grace  and 
strives  for  greater  things  ahead  (Phil.  3:14).  The  palm 
lives  to  bring  forth  abundant  fruit  in  old  age,  and  so 
the  last  days  of  the  Christian  may  be  his  best  days 
(Psalm  92:14).  The  heart  of  the  cedar  is  insect  proof 
because  of  its  odor,  and  the  Christian  has  a  sound  heart 
(Prov.  4:23).  At  the  least  scratch  the  sap  oozes  out,  so 
we  are  commanded  to  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  (Eph. 
5:18). 

The  wicked  sometimes  spread  themselves  "like  a  green 
bay  tree"  (Psalm  37:35).  King  Ahab  was  a  type  of  the 
successful  wicked  man  in  coming  into  his  kingdom  (1 
Kings  16:28,  29),  in  victories  over  Ben  Hadad  (1  Kings 
20:20,  21,  29),  in  acquiring  Naboth's  vineyard  (1  Kings 
21:16),  in  making  alliance  (1  Kings  22:4),  and  as  an 
enterprising  man  (1  Kings  22:39).  He  played  loose  (1 
Kings  21:25),  had  no  moral  oversight  over  his  subjects 
(1  Kings  16:34),  did  not  consider  God  (1  Kings  16:33), 
and  murdered  Naboth  (1  Kings  21:12-24).  But  he  failed 
to  learn  the  intent  of  his  successes  (1  Kings  20:13,  28), 
and  did  not  get  satisfaction  from  them  (1  Kings  20:43). 
He  was  condemned  morally  (1  Kings  21:19),  and  left  a 
curse  on  his  posterity  (1  Kings  21:20-22).  His  death  was 
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in   fulfillment  of    prophecy    for    his    evil    deed    against 
Naboth    (1  Kings  22:34,  35;   21:19). 

The  right  kind  of  success  is  that  of  "The  Blessed 
Man"  (Psalm  1:1-3).  He  is  "like  a  tree  planted  by  the 
rivers  of  water,"  but  the  way  of  the  wicked  shall  fail 
(Prov.  4:18,  19).  Even  in  nature  we  can  plainly  see  the 
merit  of  God  having  His  way,  either  with  a  tree  or  a 
butterfly: — 

God  has  His  way  with  a  butterfly, 

Fragile  dweller  twixt  earth  and  sky, 

Lovely  harbinger  of  the  spring. 

He   tenderly  fashions   each  gossamer  wing. 

Then   stencils    upon   them   His   own   design. 

Intricate,  line  upon  fine  thin  line; 

Then    dipping    His    brush   in    the    rainbow's    hue 

He  colors  them,  golden  or  green  or  blue, 

And   sets   them  adrift  in  the   warm   spring   air. 

Bits  of   loveliness   floating   there 

Between  the  earth  and  the  bending  sky. 

God  has  His  way  with  a  butterfly — 

What  would  I  be 

If  God  had  His  way  with  me  ? 

— -Martha  Snell  Nicholson. 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  April  8,  1956 

POWER  FOR  A  WORLD  MISSION 

Lesson:  Acts  1:6-8,  2:22-33 

CHRISTIAN  MEN  AND  WOMEN  have  been  "Saved 
.to  Serve."  In  other  words,  eternal  life  has  been 
given  to  us  with  a  view  to  a  purpose.  This  is  what  Jesus 
meant  when  He  said  to  His  disciples:  "I  have  chosen 
you,  and  ordained  you,  that  ye  should  go  and  bring  forth 
fruit"  (John  15:16).  The  word  "that,"  in  the  above  verse, 
begins  a  purpose  clause,  and  could  better  be  translated 
"in  order  that,"  or,  "for  the  purpose  that."  With  this  in 
mind  we  could  accurately  translate  the  words  of  Jesus 
thus:  "I  have  chosen  you,  and  ordained  you,  for  this 
purpose:   that  ye   should  go  and  bring  forth  fruit." 

Even  as  it  is  true  God  saves  for  a  purpose,  so  does 
He  empower  for  a  purpose.  In  Acts  1:8  we  hear  Christ 
speaking  to  His  disciples  after  the  Resurrection:  "Buti 
ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come 
upon  you:  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  Me  both  in 
Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judaea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto 
the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth." 

A  careful  examination  of  this  verse  convinces  us  that! 
God's  wonderful  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose:  to  empower  men  and  women  to  carry > 
the  Gospel  message  to  the  ends  of  the  world! 

This  is  what  Dr  R.  H.  Glover,  former  Home  Director i 
for  North  America  of  the  China  Inland  Mission,  meant i 
in  his  book  The  Bible  Basis  of  Missions:  "In  other  words, 
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Christian  missions  and  Pentecost  were  inseparably  re- 
lated— Pentecost  being  the  essential  preparation  for  mis- 
sions, and  missions  being  the  logical  and  inevitable  re- 
sult of  Pentecost." 

Nineteen  hundred  years  have  passed  since  Christ  gave 
the  Great  Commission  to  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature"  (Mark  16:15).  All 
these  years  the  Church  has  had  the  blessed  Gospel  with- 
in its  grasp.  And  yet,  very  little  has  been  done  with  it! 

Again  we  quote  from  Dr.  Glover,  this  time  from  his 
book  "The  Progress  of  World-Wide  Missions:  "It  is  an 
actual  fact  that  heathen  and  Moslems  are  increasing  far 
faster  by  natural  propagation  than  are  Christian  con- 
verts by  regeneration.  There  are  actually  more  heathen 
in  the  world  today  than  when  Carey  launched  the  mod- 
ern missionary  movement  (1792)." 

After  receiving  the  Great  Commission  from  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  the  early  disciples  set  forth  to  carry  out 
His  command.  Peter  started  the  witnessing  in  Jerusalem 
on  the  very  day  the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  the  church. 
Three  thousand  were  converted  as  a  result  of  that  one 
message.  From  Jerusalem  the  disciples  spread  out  to 
Judaea,  then  Samaria,  until  they  had  reached  the  utter- 
most  parts   of  the   world.   Why?   Because   they   felt    the 


WOE  of  the  Gospel  in  their  hearts,  and  the  GO  of  the 
Gospel  in  their  feet! 

Bishop  Frodsham,  in  The  Christian  Age,  tells  of  a 
conversation  he  had  with  Sir  William  Macgregor  concern- 
ing the  relatively  rapid  progress  of  Mohammedanism  in 
West  Africa  as  compared  with  that  of  Christianity,  Mac- 
gregor said:  "It's  just  this,  every  Mohammedan  regards 
himself  as  a  missionary;  the  majority  of  Christians  think 
it  is  another  man's  work." 

God  has  given  us  a  message  of  salvation  to  proclaim, 
and  the  power  of  His  Holy  Spirit  to  convey  that  mes- 
sage. How  can  we  do  less  than  give  Him  our  best  in  the 
great  endeavor  of  evangelizing  the  world  with  the  Gospel 
Message! 

"Go  preach  the  blest  salvation 

To  every  sinful  race. 
And  bid  each  guilty  nation 

Accept  the  Saviour's  grace; 
But  bear,  oh,  quickly  bear  it 

Where  thronging  millions  roam, 
And  bid  them  freely  share  it. 

Who  dwell  with  us  at  home." 

— Dyer. 
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ROANOKE,   INDIANA 

I  am  happy  to  note  that  every  thing  is  going  strong 
here  in  Roanoke.  Our  attendance  for  Sunday  School  has 
averaged  a  strong  55  and  our  morning  worship  service 
has  averaged  even  above  that.  That  may  seem  a  little 
odd,  but  we  have  been  very  pleased  with  the  increase 
of  attendance  for  our  morning  worship  services.  We  are 
realizing  a  fine  B.  Y.  C,  which  has  just  been  reorganized 
in  the  past  month  or  sov  We  are  grateful  for  the  help 
and  assistance  that  our  own  Brother  Robert  Zent,  and 
also  so  many  others  have  given  to  us  to  make  this  a 
go  for  our  youth. 

Might  I  go  back  and  reminisce  to  the  first  of  October, 
1955.  When  we  arrived  here  at  Roanoke  early  one  morn- 
ing after  driving  all  night  from  West  Virginia,  we  walked 
into  the  house  that  the  people  here  had  rented  for  a 
parsonage.  We  found  a  refrigerator  loaded  with  food,  a 
very  nice  gas  stove,  and  a  gas  heating  circulator  which 
the  good  Brethren  had  purchased  and  given  as  a  welcome 
gift  to  Judy  my  wife,  myself,  and  our  daughter,  Paula. 
I  might  say  this  surely  was  appreciated  more  that  we 
could  find  words  to  say.  Then  in  line  came  our  Home- 
coming in  which  we  had  63  for  Sunday  School  and  sev- 
eral more  came  in  for  the  worship  service.  In  the  after- 


noon service,  we  had  as  our  speaker  my  father,  Rev. 
Arthur  H.  Tinkel,  Pastor  of  the  Oakville  Brethren  church. 
This  service  was  very  well  attended,  with  much  interest 
shown. 

Then  we  skip  to  a  Sunday  before  Christmas.  We  were 
host  to  a  union  Christmas  service.  There  was  a  play 
given,  with  the  participants  coming  from  the  other  two 
churches  in  town  as  well  as  ours.  Our  auditorium  was 
filled  to  capacity. 

Again,  to  us  personally;  We  received  several  personal 
gifts,  and  on  Christmas  Sunday,  we  received  a  large 
basket  filled  and  running  over  with  food  stuffs.  Again 
this  was  a  time  when  we  could  not  find  words  to  fit  our 
feelings. 

Now  for  the  first  of  1956.  This  year  so  far  has  found 
us  very  busy,  with  a  number  of  things  that  are  unfin- 
ished at  the  present.  As  far  as  Sunday  School  attend- 
ance, our  top  number  has  been  73,  and  that  was  just 
two  Sundays  ago.  We  are  still  realizing  a  greater  mimber 
for  the  morning  worship  service  than  for  Sunday  School 
much  of  the  time.  We  have  started  a  new  class  for  young 
married  people  and  young  people  just  out  of  High  School. 
We  are  having  monthly  class  meetings  and  are  seeing  a 
greater  interest  shown.  The  class,  in  hunting  for  a  name, 
decided  on  a  rather  peculiar  name,  but  I  think  a  fitting 
one,  "The  Corner-Stones."  We  are  praying  that  this 
class  and  all  the  other  classes  in  the  church  will  see  a 
great  growth  both  materially  and  Spiritually. 

This  spring  will  see  us  in  a  remodeling  program  on  the 
church.  There  will  be  both  interior  and  exterior  work  done 
with  the  largest  thing,  a  new  heating  system  being  in- 
stalled. There  is  also  quite  a  lot  of  discussion  as  to  the 
purchasing  of  a  new  parsonage.  I  think  the  Brethren 
here  at  Roanoke  feel  that  a  church  has  to  start  out  like 
a  small  babe,  by  crawling,  but  there  comes  a  time  to 
start  walking,  however  there  may  be  some  falls  or  bumps 
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along  the  way  but  with  the  help  of  God,  Is  there  anything 
impossible  ?  We  here  at  Roanoke  are  accepting  the  good 
word  in  Isaiah  41:10;  "Fear  thou  not;  for  I  am  with 
thee;  Be  not  dismayed;  for  I  am  thy  God.  I  will  strengthen 
thee;  yea,  I  will  help  thee;  yea  I  will  uphold  thee  with 
the  right  hand  of  my  righteousness."  Isaiah  41:13;  "For 
I  the  Lord  thy  God  will  hold  thy  right  hand,  saying  unto 
thee,  Fear  not;  I  WILL  HELP  THEE,"  Traly  these  are 
great  promises  to  stand  on  and  we  ask  the  prayers  of  all 
the  Brethren  everywhere. 

I  might  say  that  February  was  a  big  time  for  us  per- 
sonally, as  on  the  19th  day  we  were  the  parents  of  a 
7  lb.  6%  oz.  baby  Girl.  We  have  named  her  Cheryl  Lynn. 
We  are  happy  to  say  that  both  baby  and  my  wife  are  get- 
ting  along   fine. 

As  we  are  nearing  another  Easter  time,  this  finds  us 
in  a  week  of  union  services.  I  will  be  speaking  on  Sun- 
day evening  and  again  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  I  am 
also  in  charge  of  all  the  music.  Along  with  my  work  at 
the  Factory  here  in  town,  truly  the  work  is  great,  but 
we  feel  that  God's  hand  has  truly  been  on  us.  Our  prayer 
is  that  we  may  become  a  full  time  church,  both  in  win- 
ning souls,  and  in  our  general  work. 

The   Roanoke  Brethren   Church, 
Paul  D.  Tinkel,  Pastor. 


II      [1       s 


THE    BRETHREN'S    HOME,    FLORA,   INDIANA 

We  thought  you  would  like  some  news  from  the  Breth- 
ren's Home. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Jordon  i^assed  away  February  19,  aged  77 
years.  He  had  been  at  the  Home  only  a  little  more  than 
a  month. 

We  have  received  some  very  nice  gifts  this  year. 

One  dozen  sheets  from  Mrs.  Price  of  North  Liberty; 
also  canned  fruit,  etc.,  from  the  North  Liberty  Church. 

A  quarter  of  beef  and  canned  fruit  from  the  Teegarden 
Church. 

Dresser  scarf  from  two  Johnstown,  Penna.  W.  M.  S. 

Guests  of  the  home  from  Ashland  College  on  a  recent 
week-end  were:  Lila  Miller,  Sue  Shope,  Edith  Yorke  of 
Mansfield,  Marlin  McCann,  Jim  Rowsey  and  Richard  Kuns. 
They  i)resented  a  very  nice  program  to  the  members  of 
the  Home  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

Birthdays  in  Mai'ch  were  Mrs.  Florence  Ailer  and  Mr. 
Roy  Stonebraker. 

Mrs.  Russell   Kuns,  Matron. 


CERRO  GORDO,  ILLINOIS 

Many  blessings  were  received  during  our  recent  Evan- 
gelistic Services.  The  visible  results  of  the  meetings  were 
not  great,  but  in  our  hearts  we  feel  that  Christians  were 
brought  closer  to  God  and  to  greater  service  for  Christ. 

Our  Evangelist,  Harold  Garland,  during  the  ten  day 
stay  with  us,  brought  many  inspirational  messages,  which 
brought  joy  in  the  hearts  of  God's  children.  The  great- 
est blessing  was  received  at  the   baptismal   service  held 


on  Thursday  night  when  five  who  made  confessions  of 
faith  in  Christ  and  who  wished  to  unite  with  the  Church, 
were  baptized  and  received  into  the  church.  This  service 
was  followed  by  our  Communion  Service,  at  which  there 
were  forty-eight  in  attendance.  The  Lord  was  in  our  pres- 
ence during  the  past  ten  days. 

This  last  group  which  came  into  the  Church  makes  a 
total  of  nine  in  the  past  five  months  that  the  Lord  has 
added  to  His  Church.  Pray  for  the  Cerro  Gordo  Brethren 
Church  that  God  will  work  and  use  it  as  a  Lighthouse 
from  which  the  Gospel  shall  be  preached  and  souls  won 
into  the  kingdom  of  God  and  unto  the  Church. 

Kenneth  C.  Mock,  Pastor. 


PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO 

"Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings 
in  heavenly  places  in  Christ"  (Eph.  1:3).  With  this  verse 
in  mind  we  bring  you  greetings  from  Pleasant  Hill. 

Truly  the  Lord  has  done  great  things  for  us  whereof 
we  are  glad.  We  have  just  closed  two  weeks  Revival  Ser- 
vices here  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Thomas,  of  North 
Liberty,  Indiana.  The  church  had  been  much  in  prayer 
concerning  the  meetings,  and  we  were  trusting  God  to 
pour  out  His  blessings  upon  us.  We  were  not  disap- 
pointed. God  gave  us  a  gracious  outpouring  of  His  Holy 
Spirit,  with  the  result  15  accepted  Christ  as  Saviour, 
37  reconsecrated  their  lives  to  the  Lord,  and  5  Christians 
expressed  a  desire  to  join  in  fellowship  with  our  church. 

These  figures  do  not  fully  reveal  the  results.  A  gen- 
uine spirit  of  conviction  swept  over  the  church,  so  that 
among  the  reconsecrations  were  many  Christian  people 
who  had  been  away  from  the  Lord  for  many  years. 
Brother  Thomas  and  the  Pastor  visited  many  in  their 
homes  who  were  visibly  moved  by  the  Spirit.  Many  spir- 
itual problems  were  solved  when  people  made  their  full 
surrender  to  the  Lord.  The  Lord  is  still  working  in  the 
hearts  of  some,  and  we  have  faith  to  believe  more  vic- 
tories are  yet  to  come. 

Brother  and  Sister  Thomas  proved  to  be  a  rich  bless- 
ing in  our  midst.  Christian  fellowship  and  unity  of  the 
Spirit  were  evident  in  our  labours  together.  Brother 
Thomas  brought  straight-forward,  true-to-the-Bible, 
Gospel  messages  each  night.  Our  people  all  felt  the  Chris- 
tian warmth,  love,  and  sincerity  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Thomas.  We  thank  God  for  sending  them  our  way. 

Although  the  weather  was  not  always  the  most  pleas- 
ant for  special  services,  the  attendance  was  very  good, 
with  an  average  of  121  for  the  15  services. 

Just  a  word  concerning  the  rest  of  our  church  pro- 
gram. We  believe  the  words  of  Nehemiah  are  now  ap- 
plicable to  the  people  here:  "For  the  people  had  a  mind 
to  work."  The  attendance  has  been  slowly  increasing.  In 
1955  the  church  noted  a  64%  increase  in  Morning  Wor- 
ship, 7%  in  Sunday  School,  and  108%  in  Prayer  Meeting. 
For  the  first  two  months  of  this  year  there  has  been  an 
11%  increase  in  the  Morning  Worship  attendance  over 
last  year.  We  give  all  the  praise  to  God! 

The  church  is  now  in  the  midst  of  a  redecorating  pro- 
gram. The  woodwork  has  been  refinished  in  the  back  oJ 
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the  church  and  the  vestibule,  and  new  doors  have  been 
installed  both  in  the  vestibule  and  the  outside  entrance. 
By  Easter  we  expect  to  have  wall-to-wall  carpet  laid,  as 
well  as  new  tile  in  the  vestibule.  The  pews  also  were  re- 
paired and  refinished.  More  work  is  now  being  consid- 
ered. There  are  plans  for  Modern-Fold  Doors  in  the  bal- 
cony to  provide  for  more  class  rooms.  New  lighting  for 
the  interior  of  the  sanctuary  is  also  being  contemplated. 

As  interested  as  we  are  in  the  redecorating  program, 
we  are  primarily  interested  in  the  spiritual  development 
of  the  church.  We  believe  the  Lord  has  still  greater  bless- 
ings in  store  for  us  as  people  and  Pastor  continue  to 
work  harmoniously  together.  Pray  for  us! 

William  H.  Anderson. 


Q^he   Y\7ornen'5    /Corner 

S'9©*  e/Qe^  o'QG^ 

by   Helen  Jordan 

FROM  EARLIEST  CHILDHOOD  we  are  taught  that 
God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  loves  us  and  that  He  is 
the  creator  of  the  world  in  which  we  live.  On  Sundays 
we  attend  religious  services  where  we  are  encouraged, 
admonished,  instructed,  so  that  we  are  brought  nearer 
to  God.  On  the  other  days  of  the  week  we  are  also  made 
aware  of  God's  goodness  to  us  because  "The  heavens  de- 
clare the  glory  of  God;  and  the  firmament  sheweth  his 
handiwork.  Day  unto  day  uttereth  speech,  and  night  unto 
night  sheweth  knowledge." 

Sometimes  a  change  from  the  man-made  world  in 
which  we  work  is  necessary  and  we  need  to  go  to  nature 
for  refreshment.  Here  the  morning  sunrise  and  the  eve- 
ning sunset  speak  to  us  of  the  majesty  and  wisdom  of 
the  Almighty,  not  just  once  a  year  or  once  a  month  but 
every  morning  and  every  evening.  There  are  so  many 
ways  in  which  God  speaks.  Is  there  anything  lovelier  than 
the  rainbow  which  is  a  promise,  a  sign,  a  token  of  God's 
goodness  and  love?  It  belongs  to  everyone  and  is  a  joy 
forever. 

It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  what  is  customary  soon 
|becomes  commonplace.  It  seems  that  we  do  not  appreciate 
the  blessings  we  possess  all  the  time.  At  the  end  of  the 
day  God  has  given  us  the  sunset.  For  thousands  of  years 
He  has  done  this.  He  rubs  out  one  sunset  then  the  next 
day  He  paints  another  and  no  two  have  ever  been  alike. 
I  The  beauty  of  the  colors  in  the  western  sky  changes  our 
mood  and  brings  to  us  the  tranquility  and  sweetness  of 
a,  Christlike  spirit.  Let's  spend  more  time  in  God's  out- 
of-doors,  or  we  can  at  least  be  more  aware  of  it.  The 
jfalling  snow,  the  countless  stars,  the  birds,  the  rivers, 
'the  trees,  the  flowers  with  their  fragrance — all  these  God 
has  given  to  us  to  enjoy.  The  world,  when  we  see  it  right- 
ly, is  still  the  Garden  of  Eden,  and  in  the  cool  of  the 
iday,  we  can  still  walk  with  God. 


ELDER  EMRA  T.  FIKE 

ELDER  EMRA  T.  FIKE,  of  Terra  Alta,  West  Virginia, 
passed  to  the  greater  life  beyond  the  grave,  on  Tues- 
day, March  20th,  according  to  word  received  in  Ashland 
this  past  week.  Brother  Fike  was  the  Pastor  of  our  White 
Dale  Brethren  Church,  of  Terra  Alta.  Let  us  remember 
the  loved  ones  who  sorrow  at  his  passing,  in  our  prayers 
at  the  throne  of  grace. 


H 


OME  GOING  of  two  well  known  Brethren  lay  mem- 
bers took  place  during  the  month  of  March. 


Mrs.  J.  R.  Schutz, 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


MR.  A.  B.  (ARCH)  FURRY,  of  Johnstown,  Pennsyl- 
vania, died  on  March  3rd.  He  was  a  member  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Johnstown,  and  was  very  active  and 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  Brethren  Church,  locally,  in 
the  District  and  in  the  Denomination.  He  served  for  a 
number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Board 
of  the  Brethren  Church. 

MRS.  RAY  YOUNT,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  died  on  March 
20th.  She  along  with  her  husband,  were  members  of  the 
Hillcrest  Brethren  Church,  of  Dayton,  and  Mr.  Yount  is 
well  known  for  his  denominational  activities,  being  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church, 
and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Ashland  Col- 
lege, besides  being  actively  engaged  as  architect  and  de- 
signer in  church  construction  and  building  programs 
among  the  Brethren. 

Our  prayers  and  sympathies  go  out  to  the  loved  ones 
who  survive.  May  the  blessed  peace  of  our  Lord  bring 
comfort  to  saddened  hearts,  in  the  full  assurance  of  His 
promises  of  meeting  again  in  that  eternal  day. 

annnnnnnnannnnnnnnnnDnnnnnnDnnnnnnnnnnna 
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i^^    How  About 

Your  Offerings? 

Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers. 
also  please  note: 

FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  OFFERING 
(Easter) 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  address  The  Missionary  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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FOR   CHOIRS 

"CHOIR   FAVORITES''  Series 

Choir  Favorites   #  1 

96  pages  of  special  arrangements 
for  volunteer  and  rally  choirs. 

The  arrangements  are  simple,  yet 
effective  and  include  favorites  that 
have  endured  through  the  years, 
such  as: 

God  So  Loved  the  World 
Hallelujah  for  the   Cross 
At  the  Battle's  Front 
Si2)e5%"x8%".  85?!;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

Choir  Favorites  #2 

82  all-time  choir  favorites  includ- 
ing such  popular  numbers  as: 
Balm  in  Gilead 
Just   Keep    On   Praying 
Follow,  I  Will  Follow  Thee 
Size5%"x8%".  85?!;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

"GOSPEL  CHOIR  CLASSICS" 
Series 

Gospel  Choir  Classics  #  1 

20  especially  arranged  choir  fav- 
orites, wonderfully  suitable  for  vol- 
unteer choirs,   including: 

Overshadowed 

Wonderful  Peace 
Size  6%"  X  10^/4".  Paper,  60(i 

Gospel  Choir  Classics  #  2 

20  more  choir  favorites  especially 
chosen  for  volunteer  choirs,  includ- 
ing: 

Turn  Your  Eyes  Upon  Jesus 

After 
Size  6%"  X  101/4".  Paper,  60^ 

FOR   MEN 

"SING   MEN"  Series 
Sing  Men   #  1 

63  favorite  songs  for  men's  quar- 
tets,   octets,    and    ensembles    like; 

I'm   a-Trampin' 

On  the  Jericho  Road 
Size  6%"  X  lOW.  Paper,  75?! 

Sing  Men   #2 

64  gospel  song  favorites  for  men's 
quartets,    octets,    etc.,    like: 

Balm  in  Gilead 

The  Love  of  God 
Size  6%"  X  10%".  Paper,  15<t. 


Sing  Men  #3 

56  favorite  gospel  songs  especially 
arranged   for   men's   voices. 
My  Sins  Are   Gone 
When  I  Met  My  Saviour 
Size  6y8"xloy2".  Paper,  75?; 

"SINGSPIRATION"   Series 
Singspiration   #  1 

91    songs,   choruses   such   as: 
For  God  So  Loved  the  World 
If   You    Want   Joy 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  2 
111    favorites   like: 

All   Because   of   Calvary 
]Fhy  Do  I  Sing  About  Jesus? 
Size  6"x8y8"        35y!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  3 

106  songs,   choruses  such  as; 
Thank   You,   Lord 
No  One  Ever  Cared  For  Me 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?;;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  4 

108  songs,   choruses  such  as: 
Life  Begins 

Summertime   in   My  Heart 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?:;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  5 

77   songs,  choruses  such  flS: 
Cleanse  Me 
It's   in   My   Heart 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  6 
70  songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Everybody   Ought  to   Know 
Isn't   He    Wonderful? 
Size  6"x8%"        35?: ;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  7 

51   songs,  choruses  such  as: 
God   Can  Do  Anything 
Let's    Talk    About   Jesus 
Size  6"x8%"        35?:;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  8 

67    popular    songs    and    choruses. 
Burdens  Are  Lifted  at  Calvary 
He   Is   All   I   Need 
He   W^alks   Before  Me 
Size  6"x8%".        35?:;  3  for  $1.00 

FOR    DUETS 
Let's  Sing   Duets 

32  special  duet  arrangements  like: 
I've  Discovered  the   Way  of 

Gladness 
Precious  Hiding  Place 
Size  6%"  X  10"  600 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


GATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  A  recent  note  from  Helen  Swan- 
igan,  Secretary  of  the  Gatewood  Church,  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

"We  called  Brother  Hayes  K.  Logan  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania District  to  be  our  minister.  He  preached  his  first 
sermon  on  February  12th. 

"This  is  the  first  full  time  Pastor  the  Gatewood  Church 
has  ever  had. 

"We  believe  it  is  an  answer  to  prayer." 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Ten  were  baptized  in  the  Berlin 
Church  the  afternoon  of  March  25th. 

Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger  says  of  their  recent  meet- 
ings with  Brother  J.  Ray  Klingensmith  that  the  "at- 
tendance was  excellent." 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETHREN. 
The  Meyersdale  Church  has  recently  installed  as  dea- 
con and  deaconess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  F.  Housel,  and 
as  deaconess,  Miss  Miriam  M.  Bird.  The  service  of  con- 
secration was  held  on  March  25th. 

MOUNT  PLEASANT,  PENNA.  The  Mount  Pleasant 
Church  has  called  Brother  George  J.  King  to  be  their 
pastor  for  another  year,  and  he  has  accepted  the  call. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN. 
Brother  Elmer  M.  Keck  has  been  showing  his  colored 
slides  of  Brethren  missionaries  in  his  services  while 
Sister  Keck  reads  to  the  congregation  letters  from  these 
missionaries  as  they  appear  in  The  Evangelist. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  The  Union  Good  Friday  ser- 
vice was  held  in  the  Brethren  Church,  with  the  pastor, 
Brother  William  D.  Keeling,  bringing  the  message, 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  The  W.  M.  S.  public  service 
is  scheduled  for  April  22nd,  with  Mission  Secretary  W. 
C.  Berkshire  as  guest  speaker. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.— QUIET  DELL,  PENNA.  The 
Union  Holy  Week  service  on  Monday  evening  was  held 
in  the  Cameron  Brethren  Church. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Union  Holy  Week  Services  were 
held  Wednesday  evening,  in  the  Smithville  Brethren 
Church,  with  the  Editor  of  Publications  as  guest  speaker. 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


COMING  EVENTS 

ST.  JAMES  MARYLAND.  Evangelistic  Meeting- 
April  16-29 — Rev.  L.  V.  King,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Freeman 
Ankrum,  Pastor. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Services— April  18- 
29 — Emmons  Evangelistic  Party;  Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  Pas- 
tor. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Evangelistic  Campaign— April 
18-29 — Rev.  Clarence  Stogsdill,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Robert 
Hoffman,  Pastor. 

WEST   ALEXANDRIA,   OHIO.   Spring  Revival— April 

23-27— Rev.  Loren  Kolb,  Evangelist;  Rev.  H.  R.  Garland, 
Pastor. 


BRETHREN  MINISTER'S  CONFERENCE 

ON  FAITH  AND  ORDER  of  1956 

Park  Street  Brethren  Church 

Ashland,  Ohio 

Begins Tuesday  night,  April  10th,  7 :30 

Closes Thursday  night,  April  12th,  8 :30 

CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

SPRING  CAMP 

Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church 
Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois 

April  20,  21,  22,  1956 
Special  Speakers:  Bob  and  Bea  Bischof 

Youth  Banquet  Speaker  Rev.  A.  T.  Ronk 

K.  C.  Mock,  Pastor, 
Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois. 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

BRETHREN  LAYMEN 

SPRING  RALLY— APRIL  30,  1956 

7:00  P.  M.  Prevailing  Time 

JOHNSTOWN  3RD  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

An  interesting  program  is  being  arranged. 

John  J.  Golby. 
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GoncJusions 


LAST  IN  A  SERIES 


I  TN  PREVIOUS  ARTICLES  in  this  series  (Jan.  21,  1956, 
!       Feb.  18,  1956)  we  pointed  up  the  fact  that  alcoholic 

beverage  consumption  was  at  an  all-time  high.  We  noted 
i  that  two  contributing  factors  were  the  ever  increasing 
j  use  of  drinking  in  television  drama  programs  and  the  un- 
I  scrupulous  spotting  of  beer  ads  on  television.  As  such 
I  the  television  looms  as  public  enemy  number  one  for  the 
I  conditioning  of  our  boys  and  girls,  youth,  and  even  adults 
I  as  potential  and  actual  drinkers.  We  also  offered  some 

suggestions  for  combatting  this  evil  power  in  our  living 
:  rooms. 

There  is  more  to  the  cause  and  control  than  television, 
though.  We  now  list  other  contributing  causes  of  our 
high  drink  rate. 

A.  THE  AMERICAN  FAMILY'S  SUSCEPTIBILITY 
TO  ALL  FORMS  OF  ADVERTISING  THAT  "BEER 
BELONGS,"  AND  THAT  "MEN  OF  DISTINCTION 
DRINK."  Thus,  in  order  to  be  socially  acceptable,  many 
American  homes  have  their  stock  of  liquors.  If  this  were 
limited  to  non-church  homes,  our  problem  would  be  much 
simpler.  Some  of  the  most  insidious  teachings  of  the 
liquor  peddling  barons  indicate  that  there  is  nothing 
wrong  with  drinking,  and  that  there  is  much  to  be  gained 
by  being  a  regular  imbiber  of  any  and  all  forms  of  alco- 
hol. When  we  try  to  rationalize  our  conduct,  to  the  point 
where  we  don't  believe  the  evil  is  as  bad  as  our  con- 
science tells  us,  we  are  on  the  road  to  defeat.  Christian 
homes  must  remain  sacred  havens  in  which  the  entrance 
of  any  form  of  strong  drink  would  be  considered  a  viola- 
tion of  the  holy  ordinances  of  marriage  and  the  Christian 
family. 

B.  THE  SILENCE  OF  THE  CHURCH  ON  THIS 
ISSUE.  When  last  have  you  heard  a  sermon  on  this 
drinking  evil?  When  last  has  there  been  alcohol  educa- 
tion in  your  church  or  Sunday  School?  Yet  all  this  time, 
through  every  media  of  advertising,  the  membership  of 
the  church  has  been  receiving  the  "beautiful"  side  of  the 
issue.  We  are  convinced  that  much  marital  and  family 
trouble,  in  and  out  of  the  church,  stems  from  some  form 
of  alcoholic  indulgence.  For  example:  a  shortage  of  money 
for  food  and  clothing  often  results  when  parents  "just 
had  to  have"  that  case  of  beer,  or  just  had  to  have  their 
night  on  the  town.  Or,  the  breakdown  of  moral  restraints 
between  drinking  husbands  and  wives   resiTlting  in  vio- 


lated fidelity,  with  its  resultant  after  effects,  often  causes 
much  grief  and  broken  homes. 

The  Christian  Church  presumes  to  be  the  champion  of 
the  Christian  Home  as  a  Godly  institution.  Then  why  not 
a  concerted,  planned  program  of  alcohol  education  in 
every  church?  To  us  this  represents  one  of  the  greatest 
opportunities  in  helping  to  hold  our  youth  and  younger 
married  people  in  the  total  abstainer's  camp. 

C.     A    "IT    CAN'T   HAPPEN    TO    ME"    ATTITUDE. 

There  are  no  drinkers  who  actually  intend  to  get  real 
drunk,  or  to  become  alcoholics.  All  drinkers  feel  they 
can  drink  or  leave  it.  What  do  you  think?  Quentin  Reyn- 
olds in  the  April  1956  Reader's  Digest  notes  that  "Since 
1940  the  rate  of  reported  alcoholism  in  this  country  has 
risen  approximately  45  percent  among  men  and  52  per- 
cent among  women."  Reynolds  then  quotes  from  the  Yale 
University  Center  of  Alcohol  Studies,  saying  that  there 
"are  now  4,589,000  known  alcoholics  in  the  United  States." 
Yes,  more  than  4%  million  Americans  who  thought  they 
could  drink  and  get  away  with  it.  Note  that  this  figure 
includes  only  those  known  alcoholics — people  known  to  be 
sick  with  the  drink  habit.  What  that  figure  does  not  in- 
clude are  the  millions  of  American  women  who  sneak 
their  nips  during  the  day,  or  at  night,  and  the  fathers 
and  husbands  who  just  must  have  that  little  extra  swal- 
low. Figures  quoted  reveal  that  alcoholism  is  increasing 
more  rapidly  among  women  than  among  men.  This,  sad 
to  say,  includes  many  who  are  mothers  of  the  coming 
generation.  There  is  no  more  Godless,  hellish  curse  upon 
any  nation  than  an  increasingly  drunken  motherhood! 

You  would  think  the  liquor  interest  would  have  some 
heart  on  this  matter.  The  opposite  is  true.  BEAR  IN 
MIND — the  liquor  interests  don't  care  whether  you  get 
drunk  or  not — they  don't  care  about  your  health,  your 
job,  your  home,  your  family.  They  don't  care  what  hap- 
pens to  the  morals  of  your  young  people.  They  don't 
really  even  care  whether  you  drink  their  stuff  or  not. 
THEY  ARE  INTERESTED  ONLY  in  getting  your  dol- 
lars. FOR  THIS  THEY  WILL  BRAZENLY  SEND  YOUR 
HOME  TO  RUIN  AND  YOUR  SOUL  TO  HELL! 

What  is  your  answer  to  the  alcohol  question?  As  a 
conscientious  Christian,  total  abstinence  is  the  only  an- 
swer, coupled  with  a  continuous  program  of  alcohol  edu- 
cation. Some  may  say  you  are  overdoing  your  emphasis 
on  warning  people  about  the  evils  of  drinking,  but  as 
long  as  liquor,  beer,  wine  and  ale  are  advertised  in  our  pres- 
ence, there  is  need  for  alcohol  education! — W.  S.  B. 
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What  About 


My  Decision? 


Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins 


(The  following  message  brought  by  Rev.  R.  K. 
Higgins,  Elkhart,  Ind.  on  radio  station  WTRC. 
"The  Brethren  Voice"  is  a  weekly  radio  program, 
sponsored  by  the  church.) 

*    ♦    * 

JN  THE  21ST  CHAPTER  of  John's  Gospel, 
which  seemingly  was  an  afterthought  on  his 
part,  we  find  a  very  striking  incident.  He  had 
apparently  closed  his  writings  with  the  20th 
Chapter  by  saying,  "These  are  written  that  Ye 
might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God,"  but  then  adds  the  21st  as  sort  of  a  post- 
script. He  must  have  remembered  these  incidents 
and  felt  that  they  were  very  important  to  the 
completion  of  his  task,  which  we  know  was  the 
full  Revelation  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Son  of  God 
and  the  Saviour  of  all  Men. 

It  all  starts  early  one  morning  as  Jesus  was 
having  breakfast  with  His  disciples  on  the  shore 
of  Galilee.  Peter  had  gathered  his  friends  about 
him  and  returned  to  his  fishing,  after  the  Cru- 
cifixion, Burial,  and  resurrection  of  Jesus,  had 
left  all  of  them  perplexed  and  distraught.  This 
fishing  trip,  I  suppose,  was  an  escape  mechanism, 
as  you  and  I  often  use  some  such  activity  to  get 
away  from  the  demands  of  life  and  to  refresh  and 
renew  our  minds,  and  hearts.  Jesus  made  His 
third  appearance  unto  them  that  morning,  after 
His  Resurrection.  He  brought  success  to  their 
fishing  enterprize;  then  called  them  ashore  for 
the  meal. 

When  the  meal  had  ended  they  were  evidently 
sitting  about  talking.  And  you  remember  the  ac- 
count of  how  Jesus  turned  to  Peter  and  asked 
three  times,  "Do  you  love  Me?"  And  impulsive 
Peter  answered,  "Of  Course,  You  know  I  Love 
You."  Then  Jesus,  with  great  tenderness  and 
firmness  pulled  aside  the  Curtains  of  uncertainty 
and  let  Peter  see  just  what  he  would  be  com- 
pelled    to     face     in     the     tomorrows     of     his 


life.  The  sufferings  which  he  would  be  called 
upon  to  endure  and  the  privations  he  would 
of  necessity  pass  through.  All  this,  I  think, 
rather  stunned  and  upset  Peter.  He  couldn't  be- 
lieve his  ears.  He  hadn't  counted  on  any  such  con- 
sequences of  following  Jesus.  And  when  Jesus 
asked,  "Will  you  follow  Me?"— He  didn't  want 
to  say,  "Yes"  unreservedly — and  he  didn't  want 
to  be  guilty  of  saying  "No." 

He  must  have  seen  the  Apostle  John  coming 
down  the  path,  and  grasped  this  opportunity  to 
evade  the  question  by  asking,  "Lord,  what  about 
this  Man?"  To  which  Jesus  immediately  replied, 
"If  I  will  that  he  tarry  until  I  come,  what  is 
that  to  thee?  Follow  thou  me?"  Peter  was  so 
human  here,  wasn't  he  ?  It  is  always  so  much  eas- 
ier to  debate  someone  else's  lot  in  life  than  to 
face  our  own  responsibilities.  You  see,  Peter 
didn't  really  want  to  deny  his  Master — he  only 
wanted  to  evade  the  issue  for  a  time.  He  wanted 
to  sit  on  the  sideline  and  pass  Judgment  upon 
the  players,  rather  than  to  get  into  the  Game. 
He  wanted  to  stand  in  the  bleachers  and  direct 
things  without  ever  entering  into  the  game. 

And  that  is  one  of  the  constant  perils  to  which 
life  is  exposed.  Sooner  or  later  all  of  us  fall  into 
one  of  two  groups.  We  are  either  spectators  or 
participants;  we  become  either  observers  or 
actors.  We  either  sit  idly  by,  debating  Life  or 
we  become  willing  to  live  Life.  There  are  ever 
so  many  people  in  and  out  of  the  church  who 
come  upon  issues,  experiences  and  duties,  and 
never  commit  themselves  definitely.  They  just 
don't  want  to  say  "Yes" — and  they  don't  want  to 
say  "No."  So  they  just  keep  evading  the  problem 
by  asking  questions  about  it.  Like  a  man  jugghng 
ivory  balls,  keeping  them  all  suspended  in  mid 
air  at  the  same  time,  they  seek  to  keep  their  re- 
sponsibilities in  suspense.  They  never  take  sides 
— never  express  a  conviction.  They  wander  from 
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one  side  of  the  street  to  the  other,  depending 
upon  which  side  the  sun  is  shining.  Always  try- 
ing to  send  up  Trial  Balloons  to  test  the  direction 
of  popular  opinion  before  expressing  themselves, 
or  committing  themselves.  They  are  like  a  vio- 
linist who  is  always  plucking  at  the  instrument's 
strings  to  tune  it,  but  never  quite  getting  up 
enough  courage  to  stand  up  and  play.  They  are 
like  the  motorist  sitting  in  his  automobile,  racing 
the  motor  and  never  putting  it  in  gear  to  go  any- 
where. Now,  of  course — that  is  a  very  nice,  com- 
fortable way  to  live.  An  individual  who  never 
makes  up  his  mind  or  takes  sides  just  never  gets 
into  trouble.  He  probably  never  makes  any  ene- 
mies, but  he  also  never  sacrifices  anything  or 
carries  any  Cross. 

This  peril  is  found  so  often  in  the  field  of  mod- 
ern education.  You  must  never  take  sides;  in 
fact,  to  be  open  minded,  we  are  taught  to  come  to 
no  real  firm  conclusions.  Any  person  who  stands 
upon  his  convictions  is  branded  a  Puritan.  We 
learn  how  to  study  issues — card  index  and  file 
them — then  pigeonhole  them.  Just  how  false  all 
this  is — we  need  hardly  mention.  Talking  about 
issues  and  Problems  settles  or  solves  nothing. 
One  might  talk  until  the  Judgment  Day  about 
Vitamins  and  Calories  and  such,  but  you  would 
still  starve  to  death  if  you  never  ate  any.  Hun- 
ger can  be  solved  only  by  eating.  After  all,  God 
didn't  send  man  into  the  World  to  debate  and 
discuss  its  possibilities  of  sustaining  Life — but  to 
Hve  in  it. 

The  Neurotic  Character  of  so  many  of  our  con- 
temporary individuals  is  due  to  the  fact  that  peo- 
ple are  willing  to  live  in  a  World  of  unreality 
and  indecision.  So  many  are  forever  running  away 
from  their  responsibilities.  I  am  sure  that  one 
half  the  frustrations  of  life  today  could  be  de- 
feated with  a  simple  "Yes"  or  "No."  But  have 
you  ever  noticed  that  these  folks  who  live  in  in- 
decision, always  travel  in  crowds.  They  avoid  be- 
ing alone,  not  wanting  to  face  themselves.  Not 
I  realizing  that  it  is  only  as  you  give  yourself  in 
I  complete  abandon  to  some  great  cause  or  issue 
'  or  purpose  will  your  life  be  enriched  and  deep- 
,  ened. 

j  Truly  this  is  one  of  those  periods  of  history 
j  when  you  have  to  make  up  your  mind  about  so 
I  many  things.  Not  since  the  Birth  of  Christ  Jesus 
;  has  mankind  faced  such  tremendous  choices.  Pro- 


found and  far  reaching  decisions  must  be  made 
by  each  of  us  individually  and  by  the  World  col- 
lectively. The  attitudes  and  patterns  of  life  which 
have  guided  mankind  for  centuries  are  being  de- 
bated and  challenged.  So  many  are  standing  by 
asking,  "What  shall  this  man  do?"  Truly  we  are 
in  the  midst  of  those  either/or  else  times.  We 
are  like  a  motorist  driving  at  breakneck  speed 
toward  a  fork  in  the  road — not  having  made  up 
our  minds  which  fork  is  the  right  one.  And  there 
is  so  little  time  left  in  which  to  decide — you  just 
have  to  go  one  way  or  the  other.  Any  person  to- 
day who  sits  idly  by  and  says  the  decision  will 
not  affect  him  is  already  dead.  The  question  to- 
day is  not,  "What  do  you  think  about  the  World?" 
but  "What  are  you  doing  about  it?" 

And  if  this  be  true  in  the  secular  world  it  is 
more  true  in  the  religious  world.  Now  I  know, 
there  are  areas  of  life  in  which  you  can  get  by 
as  a  spectator.  Just  as  there  are  certain  facts 
we  know  and  do  not  need  to  take  sides  about 
them.  If  we  say  that  the  chemical  analysis  of 
water  is  H20 — or  that  a  straight  line  is  the 
shortest  distance  between  two  points,  we  simply 
state  facts.  We  need  do  nothing  more  about  them. 
It  is  simply  a  matter  of  intelligently  accepting 
proven  facts.  But  when  we  say,  "Yes,  I  believe 
in  God  and  in  the  Saving  Power  of  His  Son  Christ 
Jesus" — it  means  committing  our  life,  its  talents, 
its  abilities — all  of  it  to  Him.  Following  Christ 
is  more  than  just  right  thinking — it  is  right 
thinking  in  action.  If  thinking  was  all  that  Chris- 
tianity involved,  the  Church  would  be  only  a 
School;  instead  of  a  Fellowship  of  Saved  Men. 

You  remember  Jesus  asked  Pilate,  "Sayest  thou 
this  of  thyself  or  hath  another  told  it  thee  of 
Me?"  Is  your  life  a  voice,  or  just  an  echo  of 
someone  elses  opinion  ?  Is  it  a  personal  conviction 
built  upon  the  knowledge  of  what  Christ  did  for 
you?  What  we  need  to  hear  again  is  the  Voice 
of  Jesus  saying,  "If  I  will  that  he  tarry  till  I 
come,  what  is  that  to  thee?  Follow  thou  Me." 
Listen  friends,  you  cannot  evade  making  a  per- 
sonal decision.  Jesus  said,  "He  that  is  not  for 
me,  is  against  Me,"  Let  us  not  be  lost  in  the  Val- 
ley of  indecision,  but  let  each  one  open  their 
Heart's  Door  to  Him.  It  matters  not  what  this 
other  man  might  be  doing — Jesus  must  needs 
know  what  you  are  doing  for  Him. 

Elkhart,  Indiana. 
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CAUSE  FOR  REJOICING— Tucson,  Arizona 


THE  TUCSON  BRETHREN  are  growing  into  the  new 
year  with  much  hope.  Two  new  Sunday  evening  youth 
groups  were  born  earlier  this  season  and  are  now  get- 
ting on  their  feet.  They  are  the  "Young  Adults"  and  the 
"Junior  Missionary  Workers."  We  are  now  proud  to  an- 
nounce that  we  have  a  full  Sunday  evening  program  for 
every  age  group — ^five  in  all. 

We  were  so  happy  for  the  recent  visit  of  Reverend 
Clayton  Berkshire.  We  were  needing  his  messages  on 
mission  work  and  evangelism  and  his  own  personal 
touch.  He  was  here  for  the  dedication  of  our  new  Sun- 
day School  Building.  That  morning  we  had  148  in  Sunday 
school  and  163  in  the  worship  service. 

Dedication  took  place  on  January  29.  The  day  was 
sunny  and  cool,  after  an  early  morning  shower.  As  we 
gathered  in  the   patio   facing  the   new  building  at   9:30 


A.  M.,  informally,  but  reverently,  we  touched  upon  the 
events,  needs  and  purposes  which  led  to  the  acquiring  of 
the  new  addition.  After  prayer,  our  pastor  summed  the 
total  feelings  in  these  words:  "With  hearts  overflowing 
with  praise,  we  now  dedicate  this  building  with  our 
blessings.  We  are  deeply  grateful  for  this  hallowed  house 
for  teaching  His  Word.  We  are  conscious  of  the  sacri- 
fices which  have  been  made  and  shared.  We  would  add 
from  the  inspiration  of  the  past,  the  blessed  hope  for 
the  future  that  the  ministry  of  spirituality  in  this  church 
may  be  to  the  Glory  of  God." 

Reverend  Clayton  Berkshire  closed  the  service  with  a 
prayer  of  dedication;  then  the  group  quietly  dispersed  to 
the  various  morning  classes,  feeling  grateful  that  "Our 
cup  runneth  over." 

— Virginia  Loveday,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
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DEDICATION  SERVICE  AT  TUCSON 


THE  SEQUEL 


TT  WAS  GOOD  to  spend  a  few  days  in  Tucson,  Arizona, 
■*■  and  to  realize  that  they  still  have  "very  unusual  weath- 
er," (only  Tucson  residents  and  visitors  can  fully  appre- 
ciate this  expression.)  Most  of  all,  however,  it  was  a 
joy  to  be  with  the  Brethren  there,  to  share  in  the  ser- 
vices, to  discuss  privately  as  well  as  officially,  the  pres- 
ent status  and  the  future  of  the  work  and  to  fellowship 
both  privately  and  collectively  with  old  and  new  ac- 
quaintances. 


I  had  the  privilege  of  taking  part  in  the  dedication 
of  the  new  Sunday  school  unit  on  Sunday  morning.  This 
unit  adds  tremendously  to  their  facilities  and  relieves 
the  crowded  condition  which  existed  in  this  growing  Sun-i 
day  school.  The  addition  is  appreciated  by  teachers  and' 
pupils  alike. 

The  church  in  Tucson  has  a  remarkable  opportunity, 
and  because  it  is  truly  a  remarkable  church,  I  believe  it 
is  going  to  take  every  advantage  of  its  opportunity.  The 
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city  has  grown  many  blocks  beyond  the  church  location 
and  offers  a  tremendous  potential  for  the  ministry  of  the 
church.  Because  our  church  is  one  of  the  older  churches  in 
this  area  of  Tucson,  it  has  a  distinct  advantage. 

Pastor  Vernon  Grisso,  along  with  the  many  other  faith- 
ful workers  there  has  done  a  fine  piece  of  work  in  get- 
ting the  church  established  firmly.  We  are  beginning  to 
see  already  the  result  of  our  willingness  to  invest  rather 
heavily  in  the  Tucson  project.  The  people  and  the  pastor 
are  working  diligently  to  become  completely  self  sup- 
porting, and  they  should  be  able  to  accomplish  this  be- 
fore too  long. 

AH  of  us  need  to  express  our  gratitude  to  God  for  the 
way  He  has  guided  the  development  of  the  church  in 
Tucson.— W.  C.  B. 


DEPUTATION  EXPENSES 

Since  a  number  of  churches  have  inquired  re- 
garding the  Bischof's  expenses  while  they  are  itin- 
erating, the  Missionary  Board  suggests  that  each 
church  provide  meals  and  lodging  for  them  and — if 
possible — give  an  offering  for  their  traveling  ex- 
penses. (This  offering  will  be  added  to  the  church's 
mission  giving,  in  our  records.) 


(>>^<>x>oo<I><^<^o<^<^<I>oo<^o<x><x><x><i><^<^<x>ooo<^<^^ 


H.  A.  Gossard 

ONE  FOLD,  ONE  SHEPHERD 
(John  10:16) 

"I  am  the  WAY  and  the  TRUTH  and  the  LIFE  .  .  . 

None  Cometh  to   God   but  by  me." 
My  fold  none  can  enter  who  try  to  with  strife, 

It's  barred  but  to  those  whom  I  free. 

"I  have  other  sheep,  but  not  of  this  Fold, 

They  too  I  must  bring;  there  shall  be 
One  Fold  and   One    Shepherd."    Come   in  from   the   cold, 

And  enter  the  Sheep-fold  by  me. 

"My  Father  giveth  me  Eternal  Life, 

And  I  lay  it  down  for  my  sheep." 
He  gives  me  power  against  sin  and  strife, 

I  love  them,  and  for  them  I  weep. 

Some  doubt;  few  agree  that  I  am  the  Christ, 

The  works  I  do  prove  that  I  am; 
The  doubters  and  blind  I  have  not  sufficed: 

They  see  not  the  Sacrificed  Lamb (John  1:29) 

God  has  provided  for  all  but  One  Fold; 

And  His  Son  the  Door  for  the  Sheep.  (John  10:7  to  11) 
And  all  who  enter  are  safe  from  the  cold,  .  .(John  10:9) 

And  "Wolves  in   sheep's   clothing"   who   creep. 


DURING  THE  LAST  WORLD  WAR,  thousands  of 
bombing  planes  were  sent  on  missions  of  destruction. 
After  the  war,  a  few  of  them  were  taken  over  for  com- 
mercial service.  They  are  called  "converted  bombers."  A 
converted  bomber  is  the  same  plane  that  once  carried  a 
lethal  load  of  destruction.  It  has  the  same  wings  and 
fuselage,  the  same  type  motors,  the  same  cockpit  and  in- 
strument panel.  The  bomb  racks  are  gone.  The  gun  tur- 
ret is  gone.  It  has  a  new  paint  job,  but  it  is  essentially 
the  same  plane.  It  has  however,  this  difference.  It  has  a 
new  owner.  It  carries  a  new  cargo.  It  has  a  new  pilot. 
This  is  true  conversion. 

In  Christian  conversion,  Jesus  Christ  delivers  us  from 
the  old  life  and  possesses  us  for  God.  He  enters  into  the 
cockpit  of  the  heart,  takes  over  the  controls  and  operates 
the  old  life  on  a  new  course,  pointing  us  to  a  new  and 
glorious  purpose — "  .  .  .  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness  ..."  This  means,  of  course,  that  all  our 
relationships  and  activities  are  to  be  converted  and  viewed 
now  in  the  light  of  our  new  mission.  The  old  job,  the  old 
routine  of  the  day,  the  old  cargo  which  remains  to  be 
carried,  may  be  lifted  through  Jesus  Christ  and  moved 
toward  God.  The  spiritual  may  invade  and  take  over  the 
secular  through  a  new  purpose  by  the  power  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Do  you  want  to  venture  on  a  sacred  mission  and  serve 
an  eternal  cause?  Then  turn  over  the  controls  to  Jesus 
Christ.  Recognize  the  fact  that  you  belong  utterly  to  God. 
Then  start  operating  your  home,  your  business,  your  job 
with  your  heart  set  on  God's  Kingdom  and  His  goodness. 
— Robert  Boyd  Munger,  in  What  Jesus  Says  (Fleming  H. 
Revell  Co.). 


EVERYONE  NEEDS  TO  SHARE  IN  MISSIONS 

now  and  throughout  the  year 

EASTER  FOREIGN  MISSION  OFFERING 

GOAL-$75,000.00 
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MUNCIE  CHURCH  CONDUCTS  CAMPAIGN 


Daniel  11:32b  .  .  .  but  the  people  that  know  their  God 
shall  be  strong  and  do  exploits. 

THE  CONGREGATION  of  the  Muncie,  Indiana,  Breth- 
ren Church  became  intensely  interested  and  blessed 
as  they  took  an  active  part  in  reading  the  greatest  of  all 
Books,  the  Holy  Bible.  What  a  privilege  we  enjoy  in  our 
freedom  loving  America! 

Starting  at  Genesis,  volunteers  named  the  book  or 
books  they  would  read  within  a  couple  of  weeks.  Then 
on  a  large  thermometer  chart  with  inch  spaces  allowed 
for  each  book.  Genesis  was  recorded  at  the  bottom  of 
the  chart  through  Revelation  at  the  top;  the  one  having 
read  the  book  would  color  his  section  of  the  mercury. 


The  results  obtained  were  as  follows: — There  were  new 
recruits  for  reading  the  Bible;  some  became  interested  in 
reading  passages  heretofore  not  so  well  acquainted  with; 
our  spiritual  life  was  refreshed  by  testimonial  contribu- 
tions of  "fresh  Manna"  from  inspired  readers  and  great 
rejoicing  was  manifested  when  the  goal  was  completed. 

One  night  toward  the  close  of  the  revival  campaign, 
the  Bible  readers,  each  with  his  own  Bible,  participated 
in  a  Choral  Reading  found  in  Isaiah  53.  There  were  parts 
for  all  male  voices,  and  for  all  female  voices.  The  clos- 
ing part  of  the  chapter  was  read  in  unison.  All  repeated 
John  3:16,  and  an  appropriate  hymn  referi-ing  to  the 
Bible  was  sung  by  the  group  who  participated  in  this 
effort. 


THROUGH  THE  BIBLE  FOR  REVIVAL 
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THE  VALUE  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  HOME 

THE  HOME  exerts  a  most  powerful  influence 
on  the  development  of  a  child.  It  is  in  the 
home  environment  and  in  their  relationship  with 
their  fathers,  mothers,  sisters  and  brothers  that 
the  young  boy  and  girl  gain  their  first  and  often 
lasting  impressions  of  the  nature  of  the  society 
which  they  will  soon  enter  and  of  which  they 
will  become  a  part.  The  feelings,  interests,  emo- 
tions and  attitudes  a  child  develops  during  his 
early,  formative  years  may  set  the  course  of  his 
entire  life.  I  am  convinced  that  a  home  in  which 
the  principles  of  Christianity  are  taught  and  lived 
will  give  a  youngster  an  extra  advantage  and 
strength  in  his  efforts  to  adjust  himself  to  the 
problem  of  growing  up. 

A  juvenile  who  has  been  convinced  of  the  fun- 
damental truth  of  the  Golden  Rule  need  not  floun- 
der and  be  undecided  in  his  attitude  and  relation 
with  his  schoolmates,  teachers,  employers  and 
others  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  outside 
his  home.  His  father  and  mother  cannot  expect 
to  be  by  his  side  at  all  times  and  advise  him  as 
each  problem  arises;  but  the  parents  do  have 
a  responsibility  to  prepare  him,  through  home 
training,  to  avoid  temptation,  to  adhere  to  prin- 
ciples of  honesty  and  integrity,  and  to  make  the 
right  decisions  on  his  own.  Parents  who  have  suc- 
cessfully given  their  children  a  pattern  for  life 
based  on  Christianity  have  far  less  reason  for 
fear  or  worry  about  their  children's  welfare  than 
parents  who  did  not  think  or  who  neglected  to 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  train  their 
boys  and  girls  when  the  opportunity  was  theirs. 

In  reviewing  the  case  histories  of  men  and 
women  who  have  made  failures  of  their  lives  and 
who  have  been  forced  to  pay  a  debt  to  society,  I 
am  more  and  more  impressed  by  the  fact  that 
many  of  them  can  trace  their  failure  back  to 
their  early  home  lives.  The  career  in  crime  began 
when  they  were  youngsters.  Their  first  act  of 
lawlessness  may  not  have  been  too  serious;  but 
one  of  the  most  hideous  characteristics  of  crime 
is  that  each  act  of  lawlessness  makes  it  easier  to 
commit  the  next.  In  many  cases,  crime  is  a  one- 
way street,  with  few  turning-off  places,  which 
leads  to  hearbreak  and  sorrow  not  only  for  the 
unfortunate  person  who  becomes  a  criminal  and 
treads  that  street,  but  also  for  those  who  love  and 
care  for  him. 

Almost  two  thousand  years  ago,  the  Man  of 
Galilee  showed  us  a  way  of  life  so  true  and  so 
perfect  that  it  has  spread  throughout  the  entire 


world.  In  the  teachings  of  Christianity  we  can 
find  the  answers,  the  inspiration,  and  the  strength 
to  solve  all  the  problems  confronting  us  today. — 
by  J.  EDGAR  HOOVER,  Director  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation. 


Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  OFFERING 
(Easter) 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  address  The  Missionary  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

aDaDDaaaaaaannDnnaannnnDDnnnnanannnnDaaD 
aannnnDDDDDaaannnnannDaaDaDnnnnaDnnaDnan 

RULES  FOR  USING  NEW  HYMNALS 

(Brother  N.  Victor  Leatherman,  Pastor  of  our 
Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Church,  Waynesboro, 
Penna.,  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  their 
new  hymnals,  has  suggested  some  rules  for  their 
use  and  care  in  his  bulletin.  We  are  passing  them 
on  to  you  because  we  feel  every  church  member 
could  well  keep  them  in  mind.  W.  S.  B.) 

1  Use  them. 

2.  Use  them  reverently  and  carefully. 

3.  Pnovide  other  things  for  children  to  occupy 
their  attention. 

4.  Place  them  on  end  in  the  pew  racks. 

5.  Do  not  take  them  from  the  Church.  We  will 
order  you  a  book  for  your  home. 
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INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Brother  John  T.  Byler  notes 
that  the  Church  bids  (for  their  Sunday  School  addition) 
have  been  received  and  the  general  contract  is  being 
given. 

On  April  8th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennis  Snell  are  sched- 
uled to  tell  of  their  missionary  work  in  Mexico,  and  show 
their  film  about  their  work,  in  the  New  Lebanon  Church. 

The  local  Women's  Missionary  Societies'  monthly  news 
paper  has  a  new  feature  in  the  nature  of  "Portrait  Cor- 
ner," in  which  a  word  picture  is  given  of  thei  members 
of  their  Societies.  This  latest  issue  contains  the  "por- 
traits" of  one  member  of  each  of  the  two   Societies. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  HILLCREST  BRETHREN.  The  re- 
cent Communion  attendance  is  reported  as  being  20  over  a 
year  ago  and  15  over  last  fall's  attendance. 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  The  Brethren  Church 
was  host  to   the   Union  Good   Friday  service. 

Brother  W.  E.  Thomas  was  the  speaker  at  the  Palm 
Sunday  evening  Union  Easter  week  Service  held  in  the 
Methodist  Church. 

The  North  Liberty  Brethren  conducted  services  at  the 
County  Home  the  afternoon  of  March  18th. 


HOWE,  INDIANA.  BRIGHTON  BRETHREN.  Dr.  H. 
E.  Weigner,  of  Elkhart,  was  the  Gideon  speaker  in  the 
Brighton  Chapel  the  morning  of  March  18th. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  A  Gospel  Team  from  Ashland 
College  is  scheduled  to  conduct  services  in  the  Goshen 
church  on  April  15th. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Twelve  were  baptized  the  eve- 
ning of  Palm  Sunday. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  H.  Francis  Berkshire  re- 
ports the  formation  of  a  new  class  for  High  School  grad- 
uates, with  about  10  enrolled. 

A  visitation  program  has  been  initiated  by  the  Lanark 
Board  of  Deacons. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  On  Palm  Sunday  evening,  18 
were  added  to  the  church,  16  of  these  by  baptism  that 
same  evening. 

SPECIAL.  A  note  from  Miss  Emma  Aboud,  of  1760 
E.  Nadean,  Los  Angeles  1,  Calif.,  an  Elder  in  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  whose  fall  and  injury  we  reported  some 
months  ago  in  this  column,  writes  the  following: 

"I'm  much  improved  from  my  injury.  I  can  walk  some 
with  the  help  of  God,  and  a  walker.  Please  continue  to 
pray  for  me,  and  ask  that  thanks  be  given  through 
The  Evangelist  for  all  who  sent  me  cards  to  the  hospital 
and  here  at  my  home.  Thanks  for  all  who  prayed  for  my 
recovery." 


Lesson 
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Comments  -^^ 

^gm  Studying  the  Mle  jCcssoh 

by    ^^ 

William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  April  15,  1956 

THE  COURAGE  OF  THE  EARLY  CHRISTIANS 

Lesson:  Acts  4:13-20,  29-31 

COURAGE  WAS  ONE  of  the  outstanding  character- 
istics of  the  Early  Church.  God  given  courage  enabled 
Paul  to  stand  and  boldly  proclaim:  "I  am  not  ashamed 
of  the  Gospel  of  Christ:  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation  to  everyone  that  believeth"  (Rom.  1:16).  Ste- 
phen had  the  courage  to  stand  before  the  godless  mem- 
bers of  the  synagogue  and  make  this  indictment:  "Ye 
stiffnecked  and  uncircumcised  in  heart  and  ears,  ye  do 
always  resist  the  Holy  Ghost:  as  your  fathers  did,  so  do 
ye"  (Acts  7:51).  It  was  also  courage,  inspired  by  God, 
that  enabled  Peter  and  John  to  speak  the  truth  before  the 
Jewish  Sanhedrin,  as  found  in  today's  lesson. 

The  lesson  actually  begins  in  Acts  3,  where  we  find 
Peter  and  John  going  into  the  temple  "at  the  hour  of 
prayer,  being  the  ninth  hour  (3:00  P.  M.)."  A  lame  man 
lay  at  the  gate,  begging.  Taking  him  by  the  hand,  Peter 
said:  "Silver  and  gold  have  I  none;  but  such  as  I  have 
give  I  thee:  In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth 
rise  up  and  walk"  (vs.  3).  Instantly  the  man  was  healed — 


completely  healed — "and  he  leaping  up  stood,  and  walked, 
and  entered  with  them  into  the  temple,  walking,  and 
leaping,  and  praising  God." 

A  great  throng  of  people  had  gathered  as  a  result  of 
this  miracle.  Peter  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
witness  to  all  the  people  concerning  the  Resurrected 
Christ. 

The  religious  leaders  were  "grieved  (sorely  troubled) 
that  they  taught  the  people,  and  preached  through  Jesus 
the  resurrection  from  the  dead"  (4:2).  Therefore,  "they 
laid  hands  on  them,  and  put  them  in  hold  unto  the  next 
day." 

The  next  day  Peter  and  John  were  taken  before  the 
Sanhedrin.  When  confronted  by  the  religious  leaders,  the 
two  Apostles  spake  boldly  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
charging  the  religious  leaders  with  the  responsibility  of 
putting  their  Master  to  death! 

To  make  such  bold  accusations  demanded  Godly  cour- 
age and  fearlessness  on  the  part  of  these  two  disciples. 
The  Jewish  Sanhedrin  had  administrative  authority  and 
could  order  arrests.  It  could  even  sentence  to  death,  pro- 
vided the  sentence  was  confirmed  by  the  Roman  author- 
ities. 

Were  Peter  and  John  naturally  courageous  men  that 
they  could  stand  so  boldly  when  in  danger  for  their  very 
lives?  Not  so!  Less  than  two  months  before  this  time  we 
find  evidence  they  had  been  guilty  of  cowardliness!  When 
Jesus  was  apprehended  by  the  soldiers  and  carried  off  to 
trial,  Peter  "followed  afar  off"  (Luke  22:54).  A  short 
time  later,  Peter  denied  that  he  ever  even  knew  Jesus! 
Matthew  tells  us  this:  "Then  all  the  disciples  forsook 
Him  (Jesus),  and  fled"  (25:56). 
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What  was  it  that  turned  fearful,  weak,  vacillating  men, 
into  stalwart  courageous  Men  of  God?  The  answer:  The 
power  of  the  HOLY  SPIRIT!  Peter  and  John's  experience 
with  the  Sanhedrin  transpired  after  the  Day  of  Pente- 
cost— after  the  Holy  Spirit  had  come  upon  them! 

Notice  Acts  4:31:  "And  when  they  (all  the  disciples) 
had  prayed,  the  place  was  shaken  where  they  were  as- 
sembled together;  and  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  they  spake  the  Word  of  God  with  boldness." 

Courage  to  speak  out  for  the  Master!  Courage  to  stand 
firmly  and  stedfastly  on  our  God-given  convictions! 
Courage  to  face  trial  and  tribulation  and  come  out  vic- 
toriously! This  will  be  ours,  if  we  as  a  Church  will  but 
yield  ourselves  wholly  to  God,  and  seek  for  the  infilling 
of  God's  Holy  Spirit  in  our  lives! 


HOSTETLER.  Mrs.  Cora  Hostetler,  82,  of  Johnstown, 
formerly  of  Oakland,  Md.,  died,  Feb.  21st.  Born  at  Acci- 
dent, Md.,  Sept.  6,  1873.  Married,  May  7,  1895,  to  Henry 
C.  Hostetler,  who  preceded  her  in  death.  Survived  by  12 
children,  52  grandchildren  and  3  sisters.  Life-long  mem- 
ber of  the  Brethren  Church,  first  at  Summit  Mills,  Pa., 
and  more  recently,  Second  Brethren  Church,  Johnstown. 
Active  member  of  W.  M.  S.,  C.  E.,  and  Welcome  All 
Bible  Class.  Services  held  on  Feb.  24th  at  the  church, 
with  Rev.  Robert  Cessna,  Supply  Pastor,  officiating. 
Interment  in  Richland  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Allen  E.  Hostetler,  Corr.  Sec. 

Second   Brethren  Church,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

MOODY.  John  Moody  died  Oct.  6,  1955,  following  a 
severe  stroke.  Funeral  services  by  the  pastor  in  the  Ma- 
sontown  Brethren  Church,  Oct.  9th.  Interment,  Smith- 
field,  Ohio. 

MASON.  Samuel  Mason,  79,  died  Feb.  17th.  Was  ill 
with  cancer  for  the  past  several  years.  His  testimony  and 
Christian  witness  during  this  period  was  something  that 
only  God  could  give  to  one  of  His  own.  Services  con- 
ducted in  the  Masontown  Brethren  Church,  Feb.  20th, 
with  interment  in  the  Masontovni  cemetery. 

WILLIARD.  Miss  Vina  Williard,  bom  May  6,  1876,  died 
Jan.  1,  1956.  Joined  the  Brethren  Church  Oct.  22,  1922. 
As  a  tender  flower  closes  its  petals  and  hides  away  until 
its  reopening,  so  this  exemplary  Christian  woman  passed 
from  this  life  to  be  with  the  Saviour  on  New  Year's  Day. 
Services  conducted  by  her  pastor,  and  Rev.  C.  W.  Idler, 
of  the  Masontown  Presbyterian  Church.  Interment,  Men- 
nonite  Greendale  Cemetery,  Masontown. 

Wm.  D.  Keeling,  Pastor. 

PARTRIDGE.  Earl  Partridge,  69,  well  knovm  farmer  of 
the  Tiosa  vicinity,  died,  Dec.   26,   1955.  Married  to  the 


former  Faye  Wynn,  Nov.  17,  1910.  Long  been  a  member 
of  the  Tiosa  Brethren  Churchj  Survived  by  his  wife,  and 
three  married  sons.  Funeral  services,  Tiosa  Brethren 
Church,  with  Rev.  Gilbert  Maus,  officiating. 

Mrs.  Otto  Kath,  Ch.  Corr. 


BENSHOFF.  Lewis  M.  Benshoff,  76,  of  Erie,  Penna., 
formerly  of  Johnstown,  Penna.,  died  Jan  26,  1956.  Son  of 
Benjamin  and  Catherine  Benshoff.  Preceded  in  death  by 
first  wife.  Bertha  Mae  Eppley,  and  five  children.  Sur- 
vived by  widow,  Josephine  Jesse  Felix  Benshoff,  and 
five  sons  and  four  daughters,  one  sister,  Mrs.  Mattie 
Lewis,  Johnstown,  and  12  grandchildren.  Member  First 
Brethren  Church,  Johnstown.  Funeral  services  held  at 
Johnstown  on  January  30th.  Interment  in  Benshoff  Hill 
Cemetery.  Rev.  W.  A.  Ogden,  Pastor  of  the  Church,  in 
charge. 

Lewis  Benshoff  was  the  last  of  seven  boys  in  a  family 
of  seven  boys  and  seven  girls  long  active  in  the  work  of 
the  Brethren  Church  in  and  around  Johnstown,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  throughout  the  Denomination.  One  brother, 
David  F.,  was  long  active  in  the  work  of  the  Third 
Church,  Johnstown,  the  Pennsylvania  District,  and  also 
served  as  Treasurer  of  the  General  Conference.  Floyd,  a 
son  of  Dave,  also  served  as  General  Conference  Treas- 
urer, and  is  active  in  the  Third  Church  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania District.  William  C,  another  brother  of  Lewis, 
served  the  Brethren  Church  as  a  pastor  and  evangelist 
for  over  40  years.  W.  St.  Clair,  a  son  of  William,  pres- 
ently serves  the  Church  as  Editor  of  Publications.  Mrs. 
William  Faust  (Caroline),  a  daughter  of  Lewis,  is  the 
Treasurer  of  the  new  Brethren  Church  at  Sarasota,  Flor- 
ida. 


Our  Poefs  Corner  «  «  *  « 

Comfort  for  This  Day 

I  shall  not  grieve  today,  nor  fear 
Tomorrow's  darkling  hour, 
For  even  as  I  rise  from  prayer 
I  feel  God's  healing  power. 

He  bends  His  ear  to  listen  for 
His  children's  faintest  sighing; 
Gives  all  we  need  to  make  each  day 
Completely  satisfying. 

I  put  my  trust  in  Him  who  brings 
Rejoicing  in  our  sorrow; 
Who  always  makes  a  glad  today 
Of  yesterday's  tomorrow. 

— Marjorie  Allen  Anderson. 
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Vrayer  ffleeting 
Studies 


"O  DAY  OF  REST  AND  GLADNESS" 

On  thee  at  the  creation, 
The  light  first  had  its  birth; 
On  thee  for  our  salvation, 
Christ  rose  from  depths  of  earth; 
On  thee  our  Lord  victorious 
The   Spirit   sent  from  Heaven; 
And  thus  on  thee  most  glorious 
A  triple  light  was  given. 

— Christopher  Wordsworth. 

THE  EARLY  CHRISTIANS  had  a  first  day  Sabbath 
because  three  great  events;  took  place  on  the  "first 
day  of  the  week."  On  the  "first  day  of  the  week"  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  arose  fx-om  the  dead  (Matt.  28:1-7), 
On  the  first  day  of  the  week  the  Holy  Spirit  came  to  em- 
power believers  for  soul  winning  (Acts  2:1-4;  20:16).  On 


the  "first  day  of  the  week"  the  Christians  met  in  their 
assemblies  for  worship,  and  to  hear  the  reading  of  the 
Word  of  God,  and  the  preaching  of  the  Word  (Acts 
20:7).  On  Saturday  the  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
was  yet  in  the  tomb.  Is  it  not  better  to  hallow  and  com- 
memorate the  first  day  when  He  was  "raised  for  our 
justification"  (Rom.  4:25)  than  the  seventh  day  Sabbath 
which  was  "a  shadow  of  things  to  come"  (Col.^2:16,  17). 

Under  the  old  economy  God  blessed  and  sanctified  the 
seventh  day  (Gen.  2:3).  The  Sabbath  observance  was  first 
given  in  Exodus  16:29,  30.  The  Sabbath  was  given  in 
the  wilderness  (Neh.  9:14;  Ezek.  20:12).  The  Sabbath 
law  is  incorporated  in  the  Decalogue  (Ex.  20:8-11).  And 
this  was  the  manner  of  keeping  the  Sabbath:  (a)  They 
were  to  do  no  work  (Ex.  31:14,  15;  Deut.  5:12-14);  (b) 
They  were  not  to  go  out  on  the  Sabbath  (Ex.  16:29); 
(c)  They  were  not  to  kindle  a  fire  on  the  Sabbath 
(Ex.  35:3). 

The  Sabbath  observance  was  new  to  Israel  because: 
(a)  They  did  not  know  how  to  prepare  victuals  (Ex. 
16:22-24);  (b)  They  did  not  know  how  to  keep  the  Sab- 
bath (Ex.  16:27-30);  (c)  They  did  not  know  how  to  deal 
with  the  Sabbath  offender  (Num.  15:32-36).  The  Sabbath 
was  given  to  Israel  (Ex.  31:13;  Deut:  5:2,  3).  The  Sab- 
bath was  a  memorial  of  their  deliverance  (Deut.  5:15). 
The  Sabbaths  were  among  the  shadows  under  the  law 
(Col.  2:16,  17).  The  Jewish  feasts  and  Sabbaths  were  to 


GDDgaaanaaDaaDnnannaaDannnnpnnannnannannnnnnnnnnnaaDannanDaanaaaaannnanDnnaDaannna 
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Summer  Camps  Sponsored  by  the  National  Sun- 
day School  Association  of  The  Brethren  Church 


1956  Camping  Season 

Camp   Pinnacles    (Southeast): 

(Wardensville,  W.  Va.) 
July  1-7 

Camp  Juniata   (Pennsylvania): 

(Entriken,  Penna.) 

Seniors-Young  People  June  24-July  I 
Juniors    July   1-6 

Camp  Zion   (Ohio): 

(East  Sparta,  Ohio) 
Juniors  June  17-23 

Intermediates-Seniors  .      June  24-30 


Camp  Shipshewana  (Indiana): 

(Brethren  Retreat,  Shipshewana  Lake,  Ind.) 

High  School  June    17-23 

Southern  Ind.  Intermediates 

June  24-30 
Southern  Ind.  Juniors  July   1-7 

Northern  Ind.  Intermediates  July  8-14 
Northern  Ind.  Juniors  July  15-21 

Camp  Blackhawk   (Central): 

(Muscatine,  Iowa) 
July  2-8 

Camp  Wyandotte  (Mid-West): 

(Piper,  Kansas) 
July  30-August  5 
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cease  (Hosea  2:11).  The  Sabbath  and  other  of  Israel's 
ceremonies  are  often  named  in  the  New  Testament  (Matt. 
8:4;  John  2:13:5:1),  but  no  where  in  the  New  Testament 
are  we  commanded  to  keep  the  Sabbath. 

The  first  day  Sabbath  was  prophesied  in  Psalm  118: 
22-24.  It  was  to  be  a  day  of  rejoicing  because  the  stone 
was  to  be  placed  as  head  of  the  corner  on  that  day 
(Rom.  1:4;  Matt.  28:8).  Paul  and  Peter  pointed  out  the 
joy  of  the  resurrection;  the  event  made  the  day  mem- 
orable (1  Thess.  4:14-18;  1  Peter  1:3).  The  first  meet- 
ing of  Christ  with  His  disciples  after  His  ressurrection 
was  on  this  day  (John  20:19-23).  His  second  meeting  was 
on  the  same  day  (John  20:26-29).  Pentecost,  or  the  feast 
of  weeks,  came  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  (Lev.  23: 
15,  16).  Pentecost  was  the  day  of  spiritual  power  to  the 
church  (Acts  2:1-4;  20:16).  Paul  bade  us  lay  by  God's 
portion  of  our  income  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  (1 
Cor.  16:2).  This  message  was  general  (1  Cor.  4:17;  7:17; 
16:1).  The  disciples  met  for  public  worship  on  this  day 
(Acts  20:7).  John  was  in  the  Spirit  on  this  day,  the 
Lord's  day  (Rev.  1:10).  Paul  spoke  of  the  Lord's  cup, 
the  Lord's  table  (1  Cor.  10:21),  the  Lord's  supper  (1 
Cor.  11:20).  Christ  spoke  of  "my  supper"  (Luke  22:30). 
John  spoke  of  the  Lord's  day.  Christ  is  the  Author  of 
each. 

"Oft  as  returns  the  Holy  Day, 

The  Day  of  sacred  rest. 

Thy  house,  O  God,  Thy  people  throng, 

With  hearts  divinely  blest. 

"The  Lord  is  good.  His  mercy  shines, 
Thro'-out  all  nature  fair, 
His  churches  shall  with  joy  resound, 
While  we  His  works  declare. 

"Here  bless  the  Lord,  here  praise  His  name. 
And  here  His  triumphs  sing. 
Here,  ye  His  saints,  your  homage  pay, 
And  glorify  your  King." 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 


A 


WORD  ABOUT  B.  Y.  PROJECT 

S  YOU  KNOW,  almost  since  the  inception  of  Breth- 
ren Youth  as  a  national  organization  young  people 
and  adults  alike  have  cooperated  in  yearly  endeavors  to 
meet  a  national  missionary  goal.  At  one  time  the  pro- 
ject was  sending  aid  to  South  America,  the  "Amor" 
Project.  Again,  Brethren  Youth  purchased  a  prefabri- 
cated chapel  for  use  in  building  new  churches.  Right 
now  that  chapel  is  being  used  at  Newark,  Ohio — formerly 
it  was  used  at  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania.  Then  there 
came  the  big  Kentucky  gymnasium  project;  later  the 
B.  Y.  Station  Wagon,  Susan  Byler,  Shanks-to-the-Phil- 
ippines  project;  then  the  Jeep-Trailer  project  for  Africa 
(our  biggest).  Each  of  these  projects  went  over  the  goal 


mark  with  a  resounding  bang.  But  our  church  has  begun 
to  cry  that  Brethren  Youth  is  becoming  a  second  Mission- 
ary Board,  and  gives  everything  to  someone  else,  while 
they  continue  to  ask  for  money  for  their  depleted  funds. 
WHY  DOESN'T  BRETHREN  YOUTH  DO  SOMETHING 
FOR  ITSELF?  This  has  become  the  sixty-four  (thous- 
and?)  dollar  question. 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  OFFERING 

THIS  BRINGS  UP  another  matter:  the  Brethren  Youth 
Offering  which  is  lifted  in  the  month  of  May  each  year, 
the  third  Sunday.  Most  people  confuse  the  project  WHICH 
HERETOFORE  HAS  BEEN  LEFT  UNTOUCHED  BY 
BRETHREN  YOUTH  and  given  to  someone  else,  with 
the  May  offering.  The  May  offering  goes  into  the  gen- 
eral fund  of  Brethren  Youth,  and  covers  regular  (inevi- 
table) expenses  for  the  national  organization.  Each  year 
these  expenses  have  gone  higher  and  higher,  just  as 
your  own  expenses  go  higher  because  of  the  increase  in 
cost  of  materials.  We  now  own  a  Station  Wagon  in  w^hich 
our  Ambassadors  and  Crusaders  each  summer  travel  to 
the  churches  to  bring  inspiration  and  to  assist  in  relig- 
ious work.  Also,  the  Youth  Director  travels  rather  ex- 
tensively in  this  much-needed  vehicle.  It  is  cheaper  than 
paying  others  six  or  seven  cents  per  mile,  but  still  there 
is  insurance  to  buy,  tires,  gasoline  and  oil,  upkeep  and 
repairs  to  pay  for. 

Since  the  big  Founders  fire  Brethi-en  Youth  has  been 
trying  to  get  equipment  to  replace  the  loss,  but  it  is 
a  slow  and  somewhat  expensive  process.  At  present  the 
Northeastern  Ohio  Youth  District  has  pending  a  project 
of  buying  a  new  Gestetner  mimeograph  machine — a  color 
printing  apparatus!  Brethi-en  Youth  is  standing  the 
nearly  six  hundred  dollars  until  the  district  can  raise 
the  money   within   the    next   year   or   two. 

Most  people  do  not  realize  the  extent  to  which  the 
Youth  Director  is  called  upon  to  speak  in  churches,  Youth 
Rallies  and  other  gatherings  all  over  the  Brotherhood. 
From  one  year  ago  November  1  (1954)  to  November  1, 
last  fall  (1955)  the  Youth  Director  was  away  from  his 
family  rendering  service,  ideas  and  advice,  a.nd  speak- 
ing in  churches  from  Sergeantsville,  N.  J.,  to  all  of  the 
Brethren  Churches  and  camp  in  California,  taking  in 
many  of  the  churches  between.  This  travel  costs — though 
that  was  an  unusually  busy  year.  Besides  being  away 
from  Ashland  on  weekends  and  at  special  meetings  and 
rallies,  he  was  on  the  road  fifteen  weeks  when  the  work 
meant  being  gone  from  Ashland  a  week  at  a  time,  or 
more. 

HOW  THE  EXPENSE  WAS  MET 

The  May  offering,  plus  the  free  will  offerings  from 
churches  when  the  speaker  departed,  allayed  the  cost. 
This  perhaps  sounds  too  costly  to  you,  but  I  should  like 
to  give  you  a  couple  of  statistics  in  regard  to  the  finan- 
cial support  of  Brethren  Youth  by  the  Brethren  Church. 
Less  than  TWENTY  CENTS  per  member  per  year  has 
been  given  in  support  of  the  Brethren  Youth  May  ap- 
peal. An  additional  FIVE  CENTS  per  member  can  be 
added  to  account  for  the  special  gifts  and  free  will  of- 
ferings. This  means  that  the  ENTIRE  BRETHREN 
YOUTH  PROGRAM  has  cost  the  Brethren  Church  ap- 
proximately  twenty-five    cents    (25c)   per  member  for   a 
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whole    year   of   inspiration   and    service!    This   pays    The 
Youth  Director's  salary  as  well  as  all  other  expenses. 

WHAT  WE  NEED  NOW 

Unless  we,  the  Brethren,  get  with  our  Brethren  Youth 
program  and  give  it  a  lift  this  year  we  are  in  danger  of 
either  losing  the  work  or  making  it  practically  impossible 
to  carry  on  the  type  of  work  which  we  have  been  doing. 
My  personal  opinion  is  that  Brethren  Youth  exists  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  inspiration  and  service,  and  with- 
out a  complete  program  Brethren  Youth  would  be  value- 
less. But,  given  that  complete  support  and  confidence, 
Brethren  Youth  can  give  something  to  the  Brethren 
Church  that  she  never  dreamed  possible!  Give  as  much 


as  FIFTY  CENTS  per  member  for  one  year  and  you  will 
see  what  I  mean!  We  can  no  longer  beg  and  borrow  ser- 
vices of  people,  pleading  for  greatly  reduced  prices  of 
material,  or  in  any  other  way  continue  to  ask  favors  for 
nothing  in  return.  It  is  high  time  we  stood  on  our  two 
feet  respectably  and  faced  the  world  with  a  challenge  in 
our  hearts  to  make  converts  of  young  people  and  render 
a  greater  Christian  service  to  the  Church.  BUT  WE 
CAN'T  DO  IT  WITHOUT  YOUR  HELP!  No  longer  can 
we  take  last  position  in  your  thoughts  and  support  and 
render  first  services. 

MAY  OFFERING  THIS  YEAR:  as  usual,  only  bigger. 

B.  Y.  PROJECT  THIS  YEAR:  $6,500  to  get  Brethren 
Youth  on  its  feet. 


NATIONAL  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  ASSOCIATON  OF 

THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH  RECEIVES  RECOGNITION 

FOR  SPECIAL  PROMOTIONAL  MATERIALS 


To  THE  RIGHT,  we  reproduce  a  let- 
ter from  Church  Extension  Service 
as  received  by  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz, 
Field  Representative  of  the  National 
Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church.  The  letter  refers  to  special 
Sunday  School  promotional  materials  pre- 
pared by  the  N.  S.  S.  A.  of  the  Brethren 
Church  and  mailed  to  all  Brethren  pas- 
tors and  Sunday  School  Superintendents 
prior  to  last  Christmas. 

Permission  for  C.  E.  S.  to  use  the  ma- 
terials has  been  granted;  the  materials 
will  subsequently  appear  in  their  publi- 
cation, "Minister's  Practical  Idea  Kit," 
which  has  a  wide  circulation  in  many  de- 
nominations. 
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BOX  552  •  GOLDEN,  COLORADO 


December  28  55 
Nat'l   S.S.   Ass'n.   of  The   Brethren  Church 
Ashland  College, 
Ashland, Ohio. 

Brethren  in  Christ :- 

A  Methodist  suhsoriber  (a  minister) 
to  the  Minister's  Practical  idea  Kit,    of  which 
I  am  editor,    sent  me  several  Sunday  School  at- 
tendance booster  sheets  you  had  mailed  him  as 
samples. 

r/ay  I  congratulate  you  on  your  fore- 
sight  in  providing  your  denomination  with  these 
promotional  items. 

We  wondered  if  we  might  have  your  per- 
missiai   to  malce  these  sheets   or  at   least   por- 
tions of   them. . .available  to  all  denominations? 
That   is  to  make  them  available  with  a  blank 
space  at  the    bottom  right   haul  corner  where  the 
individual  pastor  who  used  them  would  rubber 
stamp  his   own  sdhools  name  and  address  etc. 

Such  a  courtesy  will  be  much  appreciated 
and  provide  a  much  needed  item  for  brother  pas- 
tors  of  all   faiths. 


Cordially  yours  in  Christ, 
Geoffrey  W.Royall,  Editor/ 
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EICHELBERGER-ROBERTS.  Guy  E.  Eichelberger  and 
Miss  Evelyn  Roberts,  both  of  Williamsport  were  united  in 
marriage  in  the  St.  James,  Maryland,  Brethren  Church, 
Friday  night,  March  16,  at  7:30.  The  single  ring  cere- 
mony was  used  by  the  writer.  The  bride  is  a  loyal  mem- 
ber of  the  St.  James  Brethren  Church. 

Freeman  Ankrum. 
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JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  SECOND  BRETHREN 

Sunday,  March  18,  1956,  eleven  who  had  previously  con- 
fessed their  faith  in  Christ,  were  baptized,  at  Second 
Brethren,  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Brant,  pastor  of  the  Brethren 
Church  at  Vinco,  near  Johnstown.  Rev,  Robert  Cessna, 
supply  pastor,  assisted  in  the  service.  The  new  members 
were  received  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church  Palm 
Sunday. 

Thursday,  March  22nd,  a  Homecoming  was  held  at  the 
Second  Church,  for  Bob  and  Bea  Bischof.  Included  in  the 
program  was  the  film,  "You  Can't  Win."  The  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  served  a  fellowship  lunch.  During  the 
evening,  the  Bischof s  were  presented  the  following  gifts: 
a  pressure  cooker,  stainless  steel  mixing  bowls,  sheets, 
pillowcases  (now  being  made  by  W.  M.  S.),  tea  towels, 
a  gift  certificate  of  $25.00  and  a  check  for  each  a  rain- 
coat. In  addition  to  the  above  gifts,  the  church  gave  Bob 
$100.00  for  the  Mission  Board. 

Friday,  March  24th,  Bob  and  Bea  showed  their  slides, 
explained  their  work  in  Nigeria,  and  presented  a  chal- 
lenging program  for  reaching  the  lost.  Bob  also  spoke 
at  the  Palm  Sunday  morning  worship  service  when  he 
also  officiated  at  the  reception  service  for  new  members. 
In  the  evening  he  conducted  the  Communion  Service.  We 
thank  the  Lord  for  having  fellowship  with  the  Bischofs 
and  for  their  fine  Christian  testimony. 

Rev.  Robert  Cessna. 


AKRON,  INDIANA 
COOPERATIVE  BRETHREN 

Rev.  Clarence  Fairbanks,  pastor  of  the  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  was  invited  for  a  week 
of  meetings  for  our  church  at  General  Conference  last 
year.  The  dates,  March  19th  through  25th,  were  settled 
on  and  plans  were  made  for  the  week. 

Preceding  this  Spiritual  Emphasis  Week,  about  20 
members  of  the  congregation  took  part  in  a  program  of 
Visitation  Evangelism. 

During  the  meetings,  there  were  good  crowds.  People 
of  the  two  other  churches  in  town  came  out  to  hear  Rev. 


Fairbanks.  Music  was  furnished  by  the  Manchester  Col- 
lege students.  The  emphasis  for  the  week  was  spiritual 
growth,  and  we  know  that  many  grew  closer  to  God 
due  to  Rev.  Fairbanks'  inspirational  and  thought  pro- 
voking messages. 

Akron  Cooperative  Brethren  Church 
Ralph  McFadden,  Pastor. 


HThe   ^^Womens    roomer 

•-tJC^  '^i^^  ""Oe* 

by   Helen  Jordan 


THE  AUTHOR  AND  FINISHER  OF  OUR  FAITH 
Hebrews  12:1-2 

"WHEREFORE  seeing  we  also  are  compassed  about 
with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  every 
weight,  and  the  sin  which  doth  so  easily  beset  us,  and 
let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us. 
Looking  unto  Jesus  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith; 
who  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him  endured  the 
cross,  despising  the  shame,  and  is  set  down  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  throne  of  God." 

Faith  is  the  key  to  the  Christian  life.  The  saying  "Life 
begins  at  40"  is  all  wrong.  Life  begins  when  we  accept 
Jesus  Christ  as  our  Saviour,  the  author,  and  finisher  of 
our  faith.  Christian  faith  is  an  active  commitment  to  the 
way  of  life,  an  active  relationship  with  God. 

That  way  of  life  is  open  to  everyone.  We  start  equal 
there.  Someone  has  said,  "the  ground  is  level  at  the  foot 
of  the  cross.  But  there  is  only  one  way  to  go  from  there." 
Jesus  has  said,  "If  anyone  will  come  after  me,  let  him 
deny  himself   and   take   up  his   cross  and  follow  me." 

"I  saw  a  cross  that  bore  my  name. 
'Mine'  I  said,  'it  shall  never  be.' 
Until   chagrin  brought   sense   of   shame 
It  might  have  lifted  me." 

Faith  in  the  cross  of  Jesus  gives  us  an  inner  strength 
and  power  to  accept  our  own  cross.  Without  faith  we 
are  blind.  When  we  put  on  the  glasses  of  faith  we  are 
no  longer  in  darkness.  We  see  things  in  a  new  light  and 
understanding  of  truth. 

"It  fortifies  my  soul  to  know 
That  tho'  I  perish.  Truth  is  so. 
That  howsoever  I   stray  and   range 
Whate'er  I    do.   Thou   dost   not   change. 
I  steadier  step,  when  I  recall 
That  if  I  slip.  Thou  dost  not  fall." 

Jesus,  who  said,  "I  am  the  Way"  is  the  same  yester- 
day, today,  and  forever — He  is  the  Author  and  Finisher 
of  our  faith. 

"I  must  needs  go  home  by  the  way  of  the  cross 
There's  no  other  way  but  this. 
I  shall  ne'er  get  sight  of  the  Gates  of  Light. 
If  the  way  of  the  cross  I  miss." 

Mrs.  Marie  Wer+enberger, 

Laketon,  Ind. 
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THE  BEETHEEN  EVANGELIST 


Ideas  for  Boys'  and  Girls' 
Programs 

By  Anderson  and  Carlson.  For 
leaders  in  junior  age  groups.  Pro- 
gram suggestions  that  are  effective 
and    workable.  Paper,  60(* 

Ideas  for  Young  People's 
Programs 

By  Anderson  and  Carlson.  140 
programs  especially  designed  for 
youth.  Paper,    601^ 

Ideas   for    Musical    Programs 
for  Young    People's   Groups 

By  Anderson  and  Carlson.  Short, 
pungent  original   ideas.     Paper,  60^ 
Encyclopedia    of   Devotional 
Programs  for  Women's 
Groups 

Compiled  and  edited  by  Al  Bryant. 
52  complete  programs  including 
special  music  suggestions,  opening 
and  closing  prayers,  complete  texts 
of  devotional  talks.  288  pages.  $2.95 

(7/  ordered  before  Dec.  31,  1955 
—  only   $2.45— Save   50^!) 
Religious    Plays   That   Click! 

Compiled  and  edited  by  Al  Bryant. 
A  compilation  of  five  plays,  each 
one  timed  for  production,  with 
complete  and  simple  to  follow  in- 
structions for  staging  and  costum- 
ing. Includes  2  Christmas  plays  and 
3    regular   plays.  Paper,  $1.00 

How  to  Plan  and  Conduct  a 
Junior  Church 

By  Eleanor  Doan.  Valuable  point- 
ers on  organizing  and  conducting 
a  junior  church  plus  seven  com- 
pletely planned  worship  services. 
Illustrated.  Paper,  $1.50 

52  Workable  Young  People's 
Programs 

Workable    Prayer    Meeting 
Programs 

By  Theodore  IF.  Engstrom.  "Full 
of  excellent  programs.  A  complete 
program  for  each  week  of  the  year." 
Baptist    Bulletin.  Each,    $2.00 

How    to    Conduct    an 
Installation    Service 

By  Roberta  Patterson.  With  In- 
stallation Service  Programs  and 
Ideas.  Paper,  $1.00 


Devotional    Programs  for 
Women's  Groups  Nos.  1   &  2 

By  Lora  Lee  Parrott.  Each  book 
contains  18  all-new  and  all-original 
programs  for  women's  groups. 
Paper,  ea.,  $1.00;  Cloth,  ea.,  $1.50 
Young  People's  Programs  in 
a  Nutshell  Nos.   1   and  2 

By  Leslie  Parrott.  ".  .  .  seventy 
briefly  suggested  youth  program 
ideas  (in  each  book)."  The  Stand- 
ard. Paper,  each,  15i 
Programs  for   Boys   &   Girls 

By  Leslie  Parrott.  Delightfully 
different  programs  for  spring  and 
summer.  Complete  from  opening 
song  to  closing  prayer.  Paper,  $1.00 

Round    Table    Programs   for 
Young   People 

By  Robert  Parsons.  "4  programs 
with  parts  for  4  people  .  .  ."  Pen- 
tecostal   Evangel.  Paper,    60(i 

EfFective   Young    People's 
Discussion    Programs 

By  Robert  Parsons.  4  interesting 
programs.  Paper,  60^ 

Short   Dialogs  for  Young 
People's   Groups 

By  George  F.  Santa.  Imparts  im- 
portant Gospel  truths  by  means  of 
interesting  dialogs.  Paper,   $1.00 

Youth  Aid   Idea   Handbook 

By  George  F.  Santa.  New  and 
original  ideas  for  publicity,  posters, 
outings  and  every  type  of  activity 
for  young  people.  Paper,   $1.00 

52  Complete  Young  People's 
Programs 

By  George  F.  Santa.  A  lifetime 
of  ideas  and  suggestions  to  keep 
up  interest  in  young  people's  work. 
6"x9";    illustrated.  $2.50 

Youthspiration    Handbooks 
Nos.    1,  2  &  3 

By  George  F.  Santa.  Program  ideas, 
poster  suggestions,  promotion  sug- 
gestions, etc.,  each  one  new,  dif- 
ferent and  unique.   Paper,  ea.,   $1.00 

"Act-Em-Out"   Stories   for 
Children's   Programs 

By   Harry   C.    Trover.  $1.00 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,  Ohio. 


MANCHESTER  COLLEGE  OBMART 
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Living   Sermons 


i  isn't  a  word  that  a  preacher  can  say 
matter  how  lovely  or  true, 
is  there  a  prayer  that  his  eager  lips  pray 
at  can  preach  such  a  sermon  as  you. 

ivowed  to  serve  Christ,  and  men  know  that 
/■ou  did — 

ey're  watching  the  things  that  you  do; 
3  isn't  an  action  of  yours  that  is  hid, 
n  are  watching  and  studying  you. 

say    you're    "no   preacher";    yes,    but   you 
preach 

wonderful  sermon  each  day. 

acts  of  your  life  are    the   things    that    you 

teach — 

isn't  the  things  that  you  say. 

iristians  were  Christians,  as  they  profess, 
;n  would  notice  their  glorified  mien; 
say,   "What  wondrous  things  they  possess 
tio  follow  the  meek  Nazarene." 

stians,  remember  you  bear  His  dear  name, 
)ur  lives  are  for  others  to  view; 
are  living    examples — men    praise    you    or 
blame, 
id  measure  your  Christ  by  you.  — Sel. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz 
writes:  "We  had  75  present  on  Palm  Sunday  and  a  hun- 
dred or  more  on  Easter  Sunday." 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Bad  weather  prevented 
Maryland's  Governor,  Theodore  R.  McKeldin,  from  mak- 
ing the  trip  to  St.  James  for  his  speaking  engagement 
the   evening   of   March   18th. 

The  St.  James  Father  and  Son  banquet  was  a  sched- 
uled event  of  April  11th. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Guest 
minister  over  Easter  was  Brother  D.  C.  White.  Brother 
White  conducted  communion  services  for  the  Third  Breth- 
ren the  evening  of  Good  Friday,  and  brought  the  mes- 
sages on  Easter  Sunday. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.— QUIET  DELL,  PENNA.  Brother 
Cecil  Bolton,  Jr.,  was  the  speaker  for  the  Wednesday 
evening  Union  Holy  Week  service,  held  in  the  Methodist 
Church. 

CANTON,  OHIO,  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Three  new 
members  were  received  into  the  church  recently. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Brother  Robert  Hoffman  writes: 
"We  had  four  babies  dedicated  during  our  morning  ser- 
vice on  Easter.  Eight  fine  young  people  from  our  Junior 
Departments  gave  their  hearts  to  the  Lord  during  our 
Easter  Services.  All  eight  were  baptized  and  received  into 
membership  during  the  evening  worship  hour." 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  HILLCREST  BRETHREN.  Four  new 
members  were   received  by  baptism,  on  Palm   Sunday. 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  Brother  William  S.  Crick  notes  in 
his  bulletin:  "The  first  Brethren  (Dunkard)  Communion 
Service  ever  to  have  been  held  in  Newark,  or  in  Licking 
County,  was  conducted  in  The  Chapel  on  Palm  Sunday 
evening,  March  25th;  twenty-five  taking  their  places 
around  the  Lord's  Table." 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Brother  L.  V.  King  notes  in  his 
bulletin:  "Easter  Sunday  School  attendance  went  way 
over  the  previous  high,  with  234  present." 

ARDMORE,  INDIANA.  Mrs.  Marshall  Harman,  Cor- 
responding Secretary  sends  us  the  following  note:  "Aver- 
age attendance  in  Sunday  School  for  the  first  quarter 
of  1956  was  165.  Sunday  School  attendance  Easter  Sun- 
day was  220." 


WABASH,  INDIANA.  COLLEGE  CORNER  BRETH- 
REN. The  April  8th  Brethren  Minister's  Pulpit  Exchange 
as  reported  to  the  Editor  through  bulletins  from  the  Col- 
lege Comer,  North  Manchester  and  Huntington  churches 
was  as  follows:  Brother  G.  Bright  Hanna,  of  College  Cor- 
ner, at  North  Manchester;  Brother  Thomas  A.  Shannon, 
of  Roann,  at  College  Corner;  Brother  Henry  Bates,  oi 
North  Manchester,  at  Huntington,  and  Brother  Edwir 
Puterbaugh,  of  Huntington,  at  Roann. 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


COMING  EVENTS 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Evangelistic  Campaign— April  1 
18-29 — Rev.  Clarence  Stogsdill,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Robert; 
Hoffman,  Pastor. 

WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  Spring  Revival— April 
23-27— Rev.  Loren  Kolb,  Evangelist;  Rev.  H.  R.  Garland, 
Pastor. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.  Annual  Dedication  Day  Anniver- 
sary and  Roll  Call — April  22nd,  morning  and  afternoon 
— Rev.  W.  S.  Crick,  Speaker;  also  at  Quiet  Dell,  evening; 
Rev.  Cecil  Bolton,  Jr.,  Pastor. 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

SPRING  CAMP 

Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church 
Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois 
April  20,  21,  22,  1956 
Special  Speakers: 
Youth  Banquet  Speaker 


Bob  and  Bea  Bischof 
Rev.  A.  T.  Ronk 

K.  C.  Mock,  Pastor, 
Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois. 


PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

BRETHREN  LAYMEN 

SPRING  RALLY— APRIL  30,  1956 

7:00  P.  M.  Prevailing  Time 

JOHNSTOWN  3RD  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

An  interesting  program  is  being  arranged. 

John  J.  Golby. 
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RECENTLY  WE  READ  a  short  item  about  a 
conversation  between  a  church  member  and 
a  new  pastor.  When  the  new  pastor  had  come  to 
jthe  field,  one  of  the  more  self-satisfied  members 
'came  to  him  and  said,  "Pastor,  I  hope  you  will 
feed  the  sheep." 

I  The  pastor  looked  closely  at  the  member  and 
quickly  replied,  "You  don't  need  food;  you  need 
exercise!" 

We  imagine  this  was  quite  a  shock  to  this  es- 
tablished pew  occupier,  but  we  rather  feel  that 
the  parson  was  quite  right. 

Yes,  we  know  the  minister  is  to  feed  the  flock, 
for  the  Lord  in  talking  to  Peter  said,  "Feed  my 
I  sheep."  And  so,  faithful  pastors,  worldwide,  "feed" 
their  congregations,  week  after  week,  and  year 
after  year.  Good  feeding  in  a  flock  pays  dividends 
for  the  life-time  of  the  sheep.  Not  too  long  ago, 
for  instance,  this  Editor  was  in  conversation  with 
a  man  who  spoke  of  early  training  in  the  church 
which  had  enabled  him  to  be  a  stronger  Christian 
through  the  years.  A  good  pastor  will  surely  feed 
his  congregation  on  the  living  Word  and  give 
them  to  drink  of  the  living  Water.  A  congrega- 
tion thus  fed  and  watered  will  know  what  they 
believe,  and  why;  it  will  be  to  them  strength  and 
energy  and  stability  for  a  life-time.  God  bless  the 
good  feeding  pastors. 

But,  have  you  thought  about  when  the  Lord 
told  Peter  to  feed  His  sheep,  as  to  why  the  sheep 
were  to  be  fed  spiritually?  Certainly  not  that 
they  might  become  fat,  self-satisfied  and  con- 
tented in  their  religious  fold,  grunting  and  groan- 
ing their  way  to  the  pearly  gates. 

No,  we  believe  the  Lord  had  another  reason; 
we  believe  the  new  pastor  of  the  church  men- 
tioned above,  had  the  answer.  We  are  told  in  the 
Word  to  be  doers  of  the  Word  also,  and  not  hear- 
ers, only. 


Yleeded 


John  Smith,  we  believe  it  was,  said  relative 
to  the  pioneers  in  one  of  America's  new  colonies 
years  ago,  "He  who  does  not  work  shall  not  eat." 
What  was  true  in  his  day  could  well  be  considered 
by  our  churches  in  this  modern  era. 

The  Christian  Church  is  a  place  of  instruction 
in  the  things  of  the  Lord;  it  is  also  a  "take-off 
base  for  Christian  service.  No  person  has  a  right 
to  accept  the  gift  of  salvation  and  the  nurture 
and  feeding  provided  by  the  church  unless  he 
renders  satisfactory  service  according  to  his  abil- 
ities, possessions,  and  talents.  Tlie  Lord  had  a 
slightly  different  way  of  saying  it:  "Every 
branch  in  me  that  beareth  not  fruit,  he  taketh 
away."  "If  a  man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is  cast 
forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  withered;  and  men 
gather  them,  and  cast  them  into  the  fire,  and 
they  are  bunied." 

Fruitbearing  in  the  Christian  life  is  akin  to 
Christian  exercise  in  service.  The  human  body  was 
designed  to  keep  busy  and  active  except  for  the 
proper  hours  of  rest  and  sleep.  Likewise,  the  re- 
generated soul  is  happy  and  contented  when  being 
given  spiritual  exercise — Christian  service. 

So,  if  perchance  you  have  discovered  a  slight 
heaviness  or  discontent  in  your  Christian  life, 
perhaps  what  you  need  is  a  little  more  activity  in 
Christian  service. 

In  the  words  of  Longfellow: 

"Let  us  then  be  up  and  doing. 
With  a  heart  for  any  fate ; 

Still    achieving,    still  pursuing, 
Learn  to  labor  and  to  wait." 

— W.  S.  B. 
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Agnes   Mack    Leckrone 


JUST  THREE  YEARS  before  the  death  of  George 
^  Washington,  and  only  a  few  years  following  the  close 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  there  came  to  south-western 
Pennsylvania,  a  young  couple.  They  came  from  the  more 
thickly  settled  section  of  the  state,  in  and  around  Waynes- 
boro. The  tide  of  emigration  was  swiftly  flowing  west- 
ward. In  as  much  as  the  predominant  nationality  of  the 
eastern  Pennsylvania  settlers  was  German,  they  were 
naturally  inclined  to  be  somewhat  clannish.  One  would 
go  to  the  west,  write  back  home  and  another  would  fol- 
low. In  the  matter  of  a  few  years  a  large  number  of 
them  had  settled  in  south-western  Pennsylvania. 

Jacob  Mack,  said  Good  Bye  to  his  father,  William,  nu- 
merous cousins  and  other  relatives  and  with  his  young 
wife  Nancy  took  his  savings  and  started  over  the  trails 
blazed  by  Braddock  and  other  travelers  and  Traders  for 
the  promised  land  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
away.  Their  trip  would  be  of  interest,  but  likely  it  was 
much  like  that  of  every  other  settler  on  his  western  trek. 

The  Author  in  searching  through  the  old  records  in 
the  Court  House  in  Uniontown,  came  upon  the  following. 
"Jacob  Mack  bought  land  and  a  Mill  on  Brown's  Run  in 
1786."  Inasmuch  as  Jacob  was  then  only  13  years  of  age, 
and  the  indenture  was  signed  by  his  wife  Nancy,  there 
is  just  one  conclusion.  It  is  that  the  copyist  made  a  mis- 
take and  placed  an  "8"  where  should  have  been  a  "9." 
However  the  record  was  old  and  faded  which  may  have 
aided  in  the  error.  Jacob  purchased  a  small  acreage,  he 
was  not  intending  to  make  his  living  by  farming,  but 
by  the  trade  he  knew  so  well,  that  of  a  Miller.  He  had 
no  need  of  a  large  tract  of  land,  The  Mill  with  its  neigh- 
boring fields,  the  valley,  the  Mill  dam,  and  the  ever  flow- 
ing stream  furnished  all  his  needs.  The  road  was  rough 
and  long,  improved  highways  were  non  existent.  Union- 
town  was  just  a  struggling  village,  the  County  Seat,  with 
the  frame  of  the  Court  House  being  erected  on  the  west- 
ern side  of  the  towering  Mountain.  Yet  there  were  many 
travelers   seeking  their  fortune  in  the   new  lands. 

Jacob  and  Nancy  Mack  settled  down  in  the  house  on 
the  bank  above  the  Mill.  The  young  German  couple  were 
busy,  so  far  away  from  home  and  kin.  They  were  among 
the  German  speaking  people  of  their  Nationality.  While 
the  house  still  stands  with  much  of  its  strong  walnut 
log  construction,  it  has  been  remodeled  several  times. 

It  is  not  the  intent  of  this  article  to  enlarge  upon  the 
experiences  of  Jacob,  but  to  take  up  the  history  of  their 
first  child.  When  Jacob  was  24  years  of  age  there  came 


into  their  home  their  first  born.  They  gave  the  name  of 
Agnes  to  the  little  girl  who  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
on  Brown's  Run,  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  Jan- 
uary 10,  1797.  Space  allotted  to  this  article  will  only 
afford  the  high  spots  of  a  long  life  and  history  of  this 
personage.  Suffice  it  to  state  that  she  was  the  first  of 
seven  children.  They  were  Agnes,  Sarah,  John,  Jacob, 
Alexander,  Polly  and  Anna. 

The  childhood  of  Agnes  must  have  been  filled  with 
more  intei-ests  than  that  of  the  average  child  on  the 
western  fringe  of  civilization.  Just  over  the  ridge  to  the 
west  was  the  growing  village  of  Mason's  Fort,  later  to 
be  named  Masontown.  Here  was  the  Mill  with  its  coming 
and  going  of  tradesmen.  The  rolling  hills  over  which  to 
roam,  seeking  berries,  and  the  ever  changing  stream 
along  which  she  could  play  with  her  younger  brothers 
and  sisters  when  the  duties  of  the  strict  German  house-  i 
hold  permitted;  always  held  out  something  new. 

Religious  sei-vices  were  held  in  the  commodious  home, 
for  Jacob  was  strong  in  the  faith  of  Grandfather  Alex- 
ander, Jr.,  and  great  Grandfather,  Alexander  Mack.  In 
fact  some  called  the  house  "Mack's  Church."  The  writer 
has  no  information  to  the  effect  that  the  use  of  the  term 
was   encouraged. 

Agnes  grew  to  womanhood  on  the  Run,  associating 
with  the  neighbors.  The  Brethren  were  not  the  only  set- 
tlers on  the  Run,  but  there  were  also  Mennonites.  While  ■ 
there  was  much  in  common  each  was  a  stickler  for  his  or 
her  faith.  Love  sometimes  overlooks  the  boundaries  of 
sect.  So  a  young  Mennonite  named  Jacob  Leckrone  came 
a  courting.  He  did  not  have  far  to  come  as  he  lived  on 
the  adjoining  farm  to  the  East.  We  have  an  interesting 
account  given  us  by  her  great  granddaughter,  the  late 
Miss  Oma  Karn.  Let  us  listen  to  her  description  of  the 
events     as  told  her  by  her  great  grandmother  Agnes. 

"It  seems,"  said  Great-grandmother  Agnes,  "that  Jacob 
had  long  desired  her.  But  he  was  a  Mennonite,  rather 
the  family  were  Mennonites.  Agnes  refused  to  consider 
the  suit  unless  he  consented  to  unite — at  the  time  she 
was  not  baptized — with  her  with  Mack's  Church.  Jacob' 
demurred  for  a  while  and  then  capitulated.  The  day  thei 
young  couple  were  baptized,  the  respective  mothers^ 
stood  side  by  side  on  the  bank  watching  the  scene.  Mrs. 
Leckrone,  naturally  saddened  over  watching  a  son  unite 
with  a  denomination  not  her  own,  said  to  Mrs.  Mack, 
'Agnes  thinks  she  has  done  something  smart,  getting  Ja- 
cob to  come  over  with  her.  But  just  wait  until  they  are« 
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married,  then  it  will  be  Agnes  the  Mennonite  instead  of 
lacob  the  Tunker,'  The  prophecy  was  never  fulfilled,  for 
poor  Mrs.  Leckrone  in  her  grief  and  chagrin  failed  to 
reckon  with  the  fact  that  her  son  was  marrying  a 
Mack." 

Jacob  Leckrone  was  bom  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Pennsylvania,  May  16,  1794.  He  and  Agnes  Mack  were 
married  in  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  22, 
1818. 

The  young  couple  settled  down  not  far  from  the  home 
af  her  parents.  Here  their  first  children  were  born.  The 
M  farm  upon  which  the  Leckrones  grew  up  in  German 
lov^Tiship,  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania  is  the  site  of 
a  town  known  as  Leckrone.  However  none  of  the  de- 
scendants bearing  the  name  of  Leckrone  are  now  living 
in  the  home  or  in  the  community  of  their  ancestors.  The 
town  or  village  is  approximately  two  miles  by  highway 
from  Masontown.  The  old  brick  house  occupied  by  Leck- 
rones over  one  hundred  years  ago  still  stands  just  back 
of  the  present  Catholic  Cemetery  between  Masontown 
and  Leckrone. 

In  the  course  of  time  there  was  a  desire  to  change 
locations.  The  main  reason  was  for  benefit  of  health,  to 
get  away  from  the  Malaria,  ague  or  shakes  which  they 
thought  came  from  the  low  lands  hard  by  the  Mill  dam 
and  the  water  courses.  They  did  not  know  that  it  was 
brought  about  by  the  lowly,  and  numerous,  mosquito. 

A  new  road  was  in  the  process  of  being  built  to  the 
West.  The  first  Stage  did  not  come  as  far  as  Uniontown 
until  1818,  but  the  road  was  not  at  that  date  completed 
to  the  Ohio  River.  It  may  have  been  about  1832  or  33 
that  Jacob  Mack,  Agnes  and  the  most  of  his  family 
pulled  up  their  roots  from  the  valleys  of  Fayette  Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  and  transplanted  them  in  the  hills  of 
central  Ohio.  Just  a  couple  miles  or  more  fi'om  the  high- 
est spot  on  the  old  National  Pike,  as  it  was  called  by 
many,  Jacob  and  Agnes  Leckrone  settled.  Agnes  often 
spoke  of  the  long  trip  to  Ohio.  There  were  small  chil- 
dren, the  wagon  was  loaded  with  all  their  worldly  goods 
and  it  took  a  long  time  to  travel  the  some  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  to  their  new  home.  The  trip  was  by  no 
means  a  pleasure  trip.  Jacob  Mack  had  settled  in  the 
same  community  on  a  neighboring  farm.  Hard  by  was 
her  brother  John  Mack. 


The  road  turned  off  to  the  south  approximately  a  mile 
west  of  Brownsville,  Ohio  which  led  to  the  Leckrone 
place.  Here  they  lived  and  prospered.  Here  they  built 
that  which  was  a  novelty,  a  bank  barn.  This  was  of 
the  German  type  of  architecture  and  the  first  of  that 
design  to  be  built  in  this  section  of  Ohio.  Their  home 
was  the  stopping  place  of  the  early  pioneer  Dunker 
pi-eachers  who  came  to  Ohio.  Services,  when  they  over- 
flowed the  house,  were  held  in  the  commodious  barn. 
Love  Feasts  wei'e  held  iit  the  barn.  Agnes'  brother,  Jacob, 
an  Elder  in  the  Dunker  Church  and  who  took  over  the 
old  Mill,  when  her  father  moved  to  Ohio  was  a  visitor 
from  time  to  time.  He  was  often  accompanied  by  Elder 
James  Quinter.  The  late  Miss  Oma  Karn  when  she  lived 
in  Covington,  Ohio,  showed  the  writer  a  green,  blown 
glass  jug-shaped  bottle,  which  was  used  by  Elders  Quin- 
ter and  Mack  in  the  Communion  services  held  on  the 
Leckrone  farm.  The  jug  was  used  in  the  passing  of  the 
wine. 

The  old  Leckrone  fann  near  Brownsville,  Ohio,  was 
just  three  or  four  miles  from  the  boyhood  home  of  the 
Author.  From  time  to  time  trips  would  be  made  along 
the  highway,  dirt  road  of  course,  by  the  farm.  The  house 
had  long  been  abandoned  in  the  Author's  boyhood.  The 
old  barn  which  had  resounded  with  the  hymns  and 
prayers  of  Brethren  long  gone  to  their  eternal  home  was 
in  a  state  of  sad  decay.  It  was  slowly  falling  down. 
Briers,  elder  bushes  and  other  trees  and  shrubs  were 
slowly  reclaiming  that  which  had  been  hewed  from  the 
virgin  forest  by  hard  labor.  Ground  hogs  and  other  den- 
izens of  the  woods  had  taken  up  their  dwelling  without 
fear  of  interruption  within  and  around  the  confines  of 
the  crumbling  farm  buildings. 

The  Old  National  Pike,  while  not  quite  in  sight  be- 
cause of  the  hills,  was  at  times  certainly  within  sound; 
the  Stage  Coaches  and  the  Conestoga  wagons  in  great 
numbers  passed  to  and  fro  from  the  East  to  the  West, 
or  the  reverse.  This  was  the  main  road  across  the  grow- 
ing state  of  Ohio,  and  naturally  to  live  by  or  near  it 
was  to  sense  the  pulse  of  the  state. 

To  the  union  of  Jacob  and  Agnes  Mack  Leckrone  were 
born  seven  children.  In  their  old  age  they  moved  from 
near  Brownsville,  Ohio,  to  a  farm  near  Ankenytown, 
Knox  County,  Ohio.  Here  they  spent  their  declining  days. 
Jacob  passed  from  the  scenes  of  earth  on  August  3,  1885, 
having  reached  nearly  ninety  years  of  age.  His  compan- 
ion died  July  21,  1889.  She  had  reached  the  great  age 
of  96  years,  5  months  and  26  days.  Her  last  days  were 
spent  in  darkness  as  she  had  lost  her  eye  sight.  The  late 
Miss  Oma  Karn,  her  great  grand-daughter  who  knew 
her  well,  gives  us  a  picturesque  description  of  Agnes  in 
her  last  days.  She  states,  "My  last  recollection  of  her  is 
that  of  a  woman  past  ninety  years  of  age,  erect,  stately, 
yet  gracious  and  winning  of  manner  with  a  voice  as  clear 
as  in  youth.  And  she  could  use  her  voice  in  prayer  and 
exhortation!  Had  the  period  in  which  she  grew  to  woman- 
hood offered  her  the  educational  advantages  of  today,  she 
certainly  would  figure  in  history  equal  with  our  pioneer 
woman  preacher,  Sarah  Major.  The  two  were  very  good 
friends." 

Jacob  and  Agnes,  with  three  of  their  children,  Anna 
Hedi'icks,  Sarah,  who  never  married,  and  Lydia  Fidler, 
are  buried  in  the  Owl  Creek  Cemetery,  at  the  Church  of 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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A  GENERAL-SECRETARY  SURVEY 

T  AM   HAPPY  to   share  with  the   Brethren  the  experi- 
ences   growing   out    of    my    visits    to    our    Brethren 
churches  which  are  scattered  across  the  country. 

Cheyenne,  Wyoming 

On  my  trip  to  the  California  Conference  in  January,  I 
arranged  to  spend  a  few  days  at  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 
Brother  Frank  Garber,  pastor  of  our  church  there,  met 
me  at  the  airport  and  took  me  to  his  home,  where  both 
he  and  his  wife  arranged  aU  things  for  my  comfort  and 
convenience. 

The  Sunday  services  and  the  Monday  and  Tuesday  eve- 
ning services  were  well  attended.  There  was  an  eager- 
ness to  learn  more  about  the  missionary  work  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  I  was  glad  to  show  them  slides 
of  Nigeria,  Lost  Creek,  and  Krypton,  as  well  as  several 
of  our  mission  churches. 

One  rather  striking  feature  noticeable  in  the  service 
was  the  number  of  people,  particularly  men,  who  could 
offer  warm,  heart-felt  prayers,  when  called  upon  by  the 
pastor.  It  was  gratifying  also  to  see  several  of  the  men 
take  charge  of  the  music  in  the  service,  and  I  discovered 
that  three  or  four  of  them  also  bring  the  morning  and 
evening  messages  at  various  times. 

Brother  Garber's  health  is  not  as  good  as  it  once  was, 
and  he  and  his  people  are  aware  of  the  need  for  pastoral 
help  some  time  in  the  near  future.  The  many  new  homes 
that  have  been  built  near  the  church  in  the  last  year  or 
so  must  be  reached  through  visitation,  if  the  church  is 
to  fulfill  its  ministry  in  the  community  and  to  show  con- 
tinuous growth. 

California  Conference 

The  California  District  Conference  was  held  in  the 
Stockton  Brethren  Church,  where  the  well-planned  pro- 
gram was  executed  splendidly  by  the  moderator.  Rever- 
end Virgil  Ingraham.  The  business  sessions,  which  re- 
sulted in  some  concrete  and  significant  action  should 
strengthen  both  the  Conference  and  the  individual 
churches  in  this  district. 

There  is  a  rather  strong  feeling  for  the  need  of  more 
churches  in  the  district.  The  District  Mission  Board  and 
the  Conference  Board  of  Directors  are  surveying  the 
newly-developed  areas  in  North  Stockton  with  the  hope 
of  beginning  a  new  church  there.  This  is  most  commend- 
able. 

The  enthusiastic  group  at  the  Stockton  Church  per- 
formed splendidly  in  entertaining  the  Conference.  This 
little  group  moves  along  in  a  community  where  it  is 
difficult  to  show  a  large,  substantial  gain;  however,  they 
continue  steadfast  in  their  work. 

Manteca  Brethren  Church 

This  church  is  the  largest  of  our  three  California 
churches  and  consequently  assumes  the  greatest  respon- 
sibility in  the  district.  It  is  well  located  and  has  a  great 


potential — especially  in  view  of  the  numerous  young! 
married  couples  within  the  membership.  Many  of  these! 
young  people  are  very  responsible  persons  and  are  prov- 
ing to  be  capable  leaders,  working  along  with  Pastor  Gil- 
mer to  strengthen  the  church.  There  are  also  older  folks! 
and  an  enthusiastic  group  of  children,  all  of  which  add; 
up  to  a  well-balanced  church. 

The  financial  program  of  this  church  is  far  above  what 
it  was  last  year.  This  too  is  commendable,  but  we  believe  I 
it  is  only  a  beginning  of  the  great  and  wonderful  things; 
this  church  can  and  will  accomplish  within  the  next  few' 
years. 

Sevei-al  of  the  Lathrop  Church  people  attended  the 
Conference,  and  it  was  good  to  have  fellowship  with  them 
once  more.  Reverend  Wesley  Piatt  is  pastor  of  the  Lath- 
rop Church  now. 


THE  MAN  WHO  HUNTS  WORDS 

THE  MAN  WHO  TRANSLATES  the  Bible  into  Af- 
I'ican  Languages  is  always  asking  questions.  Here 
are  some  of  the  questions  he  asks  himself:  "What  did 
this  word  mean  in  the  beginning?"  or  "How  can  I  ex- 
plain snow  in  this  hot  country?"  Most  of  his  questions, 
however,  he  asks  his  neighbors.  He  goes  out  into  the  streel 
and  into  the  bush  and  asks  his  questions  over  and  over  anc 
over  again.  "What  is  the  word  for  this?"  "What  do  you 
say  when  you  are  sorry?"  "How  do  you  change  your 
words  when  you  are  speaking  to  several  people  at  once?" 
"What  is  the  difference  between  this  word  and  that 
one?"  he  asks,  until  his  neighbors  begin  to  nickname 
him  "The  Fellow  who  Pesters  us  with  Questions."  When 
he  finds  a  new  word,  he  gleefully  writes  it  down,  and  is 
as  proud  of  his  catch  as  a  "big  game"  hunter. 

He  works  hard.  Day  after  day,  week  after  week,  he 
hunts  for  the  right  words  for  the  Bible  story  in  a  new 
language.  Verse  after  verse,  chapter  after  chapter  is 
written  down  and  the  sheets  of  paper  or  the  exercise 
books  pile  higher  and  higher.  Often  he  makes  mistakes 
and  his  neighbors  laugh  at  him.  "You  mustn't  say,  'Thti 
captain  is  over  his  soldiers,' "  they  say  with  a  grin. 
"It  sounds  to  us  as  though  he  were  sitting  on  top  of 
them."  Then  he  has  to  try  again.  Repeatedly  he  asks 
questions  and  hunts  for  words  until  he  has  a  book  of 
the  Bible  which  he  thinks  his  neighbors  will  understand. 

But  still  he  has  not  finished.  He  invites  a  few  of  his 
neighbors  in  to  listen,  to  try  it  out.  They  sit  around  while 
he  reads.  Sometimes  their  eyes  light  up  and  they  say, 
"Ah,  now  we  understand.  How  wonderful  to  hear  the 
Book  of  God  in  our  own  words."  Sometimes  they  look 
puzzled.  Sometimes  they  laugh.  Then  the  translatoi 
must  begin  once  more  asking  questions,  hunting  for 
words  until  his  neighbors  are  satisfied.  Then  the  book 
is  finished  and  is  ready  to  be  posted  off  to  the  Bible 
Society  to  be  printed.  D.  R.  A.  (With  acknowledgments 
to  "For  Every  Land.") 
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YOUTH  DIRECTOR, 

REV.  CLARENCE  STOGSDILL. 

TENDERS  RESIGNATION 


AT  A  EECENT  MEETING  of  the  Brethren  Youth 
Board,  Youth  Director  Clarence  Stogsdill,  presented 
his  resignation.  Rev.  Stogsdill,  who  assumed  his  duties 
three  years  ago,  has  not  yet  made  announcement  of  his 
iplans  for  following  his  termination  of  his  work  with 
iBrethren  Youth.  Rev.  Stogsdill,  comes  from  Cerro  Gor- 
do, Illinois.  Before  assuming  the  position  of  Brethren 
Youth  Director,  he  served  as  Pastor  of  the  Trinity  Breth- 
ren Church,  Canton,  Ohio,  while  a  student  at  Ashland. 
He  is  married  to  the  former  Doi'is  Roy.  The  Stogsdills 
are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Gwen  and  Roger.  Rev. 
Stogsdill  is  a  member  of  this  year's  graduating  class  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  Termination  of  his  duties 
with  Brethren  Youth  is  tentatively  set  for  the  month 
of  June. 

*     *     * 

"MY  PRAYERS  AND  PERSONAL  SUPPORT  remain 
with  Brethren  Youth,"  said  Rev.  Stogsdill,  in  announcing 
his  resignation,  "and  it  is  my  sincere  hope  that  the  Breth- 
ren will  stand  one  hundred  percent  behind  the  Organiza- 
tion in  accomplishing  with  Youth  that  which  cannot  be 
done  without  it. 

"My  early  resignation,"  continued  Rev.  Stogsdill, 
"comes  with  the  hope  that  this  summer  sufficient  funds 
will  be  saved  by  not  paying  my  salary  and  travel  ex- 
penses, so  as  to  enable  my  successor  to  begin  his  first 


year  with  Brethren  Youth  unshackled  with  financial  short- 
ages. 

"May  God  continue  to  use  and  prosper  Brethren  Youth 
under  a  new  leader." 


INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Brother  Spencer  Gentle  reports 
an  Easter  Sunday  School  attendance  of  510. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA,  A  baptismal  service  was  held 
the  afternoon  of  April  8th. 

Brother  V.  E.  Meyer  notes  that  the  largest  attendance 
at  Communion  in  the  history  of  the  church  was  present 
at  the  Holy  Week  Thursday  evening  service,  200  being 
present. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Henry 
Bates  reports  their  Easter  attendances  as:  Sunday  School, 
286;   Worship,  302;   Evening  130. 

The  monthly  fellowship  hour  was  held  the  evening  of 
March  25th  after  the  regular  service.  In  addition  to  a 
play  by  the  B.  Y.  C.  and  a  singspiration,  a  "Stump  the 
Preacher"  session  was  held.  This  was  a  challenge  from 
the  pastor  to  the  congregation  to  "come  prepared  to 
'fire'  questions  concerning  the  Bible,  the  church,  the 
Christian  way  of  life,  etc.,  at  the  pastor." 


LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  The  Union  Good  Friday  service 
was  held  in  the  Brethren  Church. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Wednesday  evening  Bible 
Class,  according  to  the  Waterloo  bulletin,  is  averaging 
41  in  attendance  from  the  start  of  the  class  last  fall. 
There  have  been  as  many  as  56  present  at  a  service. 

FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA.  The  W.  M.  S.  public  ser- 
vice was  held  the  evening  of  April  4th,  with  Gil  Dodds, 
of  Wheaton  College,  as   guest  speaker. 


Wm^    How  About 

Your  Offerings? 

Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  OFFERING 

(Easter) 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  Missionary  Board  of  the 

Brethren   Church,  and  address  The  Missionary  Board  of 

the  Brethren  Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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AGNES  MACK  LECKRONE 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 


the  Brethren,  Ankenytown,  Ohio.  When  they  left  the  farm 
they  retired  to  the  little  village  of  Ankenytown.  Here  they 
were  cared  for  in  their  last  years  by  their  single  daugh- 
ter, Sarah. 

David,  Jonas  and  Benjamin  were  the  first  born  to  Ja- 
cob and  Agnes  Mack  Leckrone.  It  is  not  the  intent  of 
this  article  to  go  into  details  regarding  the  descendants. 
This  has  been  done  in  the  Author's  work,  ALEXANDER 
MACK  THE  TUNKER  AND  DESCENDANTS.  In  this 
connection  we  would  like  to  state  that  through  the  gen- 
erosity of  the  late  Miss  Oma  Karn  we  possess  a  New 
Testament  which  formerly  belonged  to  Benjamin  Leck- 
rone, who  was  born  on  Brown's  Run,  Fayette  County, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1821.  Benjamin  wrote  his  name  across 
the  flyleaf  in  a  bold  hand  "Benjamin  Leckrone,  1839." 
Benjamin  died  in  Silver  Lake,  Indiana,  October  30,  1905. 

Catherine  Leckrone,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Agnes 
was  born  March  24,  1834,  near  Brownsville.  She  was 
married  to  Robei-t  Lampton,  who  lived  a  few  miles  away 
on  Flint  Ridge.  They  were,  married  June  28,  1857.  They 
have  many  descendants  in  this  section  of  Ohio.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  a  long  line  of  English  Lamptons.  They 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children.  Robert  died  March 
13,  1916  and  is  buried  by  the  side  of  his  wife  on  the 
old  Mack  farm  in  the  Mack  Cemetery  where  so  many 
relatives  are  buried  just  a  few  miles  to  the  south  west 
of  Brownsville,  Ohio. 

Jason  Mack,  the  Author's  grandfather  married  Barbara 
Lampton,  a  sister  of  Robert  Lampton.  They  trace  their 
English  Lineage  back  over  a  thousand  years.  Thei-e  is 
a  castle  in  Northern  England  in  County  Durham,  which 
is  still  owned  by  the  Lamptons,  and  is  known  as  the 
Lampton  Castle.  Friends  of  the  Author  have  visited  this 
castle  and  described  it  to  the  Author.  One  who  did  so 
was  the  late  Mr.  R.  E.  Barnes  who  was  private  secretary  to 
Mayor  Theodore  R.  McKeldin  now  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, when  he  was  Mayor  of  Baltimore.  He  readily  iden- 
tified the  Author's  picture  of  the  castle  and  gave  an  in- 
teresting description  of  the  massive  structure  which  has 
stood  for  centuries. 

Sarah  Leckrone,  who  bore  the  Leckrone  name  until  the 
time  of  her  death,  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1828.  Like  her  forbears,  she  was  a  strict  Dun- 
ker  and  held  strongly  to  the  principles  of  the  faith.  In 
her  last  days  she  lived  by  herself  in  the  humble  home 
in  Ankenytown,  Ohio.  One  of  her  nearest  neighbors,  and 
one  who  aided  her  in  various  ways  from  time  to  time 
in  her  old  age  was  John  Guthrie   and  family. 

While  the  Author  was  a  College  student  in  Ashland, 
Ohio,  there  were  times  when  a  supply  preacher  was 
needed  at  the  Ankenytown  Brethren  Church,  and  it  was 
the  privilege  of  the  Author  to  go  down.  Most  College 
boys  were  possessed  with  a  good  appetite,  and  mother 
Guthrie  was  well  aware  of  the  fact  and  knew  just  what 
was  needed  as  she  was  a  top  notch  cook.  So  they  usually 
cared  for  the  student  preachers  while  in  the  village.  On 
one  trip  the  youngest  member  of  the  family  at  home 
Grace,  now  Mrs.  Robert  Porte,  of  Warsaw,  Indiana,  said. 


"I  will  take  you  over  to  see  Aunt  Sarah  Leckrone."  It 
was  just  a  short  distance  through  the  field,  so  over  we 
went.  However  she  had  been  warned  not  to  bring  the 
young  preacher  over  without  advance  warning.  There 
was  a  reason.  Sarah,  as  was  the  custom  of  many  women 
of  her  day  and  age  was  a  smoker  of  the  clay  pipe.  She 
did  not  want  to  be  seen  with  her  pipe  going  full  blast. 
Her  picture  was  very  much  desired,  as  the  writer  was 
a  photo  enthusiast,  but  she  had  an  aversion  to  having 
her  picture  made.  This  was  handed  down  from  her  strict 
parents,  and  remained  with  her  to  the  last.  So  we  have 
no  picture  of  this  octogenarian.  There  were  temptations 
to  snap  her  picture  uninvited,  but  it  was  not  done. 

An  interesting  stoiy  is  told  of  a  visit  made  to  Sarah 
by  her  little  grand  niece,  two  years  old,  Inez  Karn  in 
company  with  the  little  child's  mother.  "To  the 
amazement  of  all  when  the  little  girl  for  the  first  time, 
saw  Sarah  take  out  her  pipe  and  start  it  going,  shouted, 
"  'Mokin  fire.  Wicked!  Wicked!"  One  who  accompanied 
the  amazed  tot  said  that  her  mother  almost  fainted  and 
that  "Aunt  Sarah  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the  ac- 
cusation and  the  nastiness  of  the  habit,  yet  it  seemed  it 
held   such  an   obsession   she   could   not   break  it." 

In  Sarah  Leckrone's  young  womanhood  she  was  a 
woman  of  striking  beauty.  In  her  old  age  when  the 
Author  met  her  she  was  somewhat  stooped,  but  traces 
of  the  beauty  of  another  day  were  readily  discernible 
upon  the  face  of  the  rather  small  old  lady.  She  joined  her 
Ancestors  in  1914,  having  reached  the  age  of  86  years. 
She  was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  parents,  in  the 
Owl  Creek  Cemetery  near  by  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, at  Ankenytown. 

The  writer  enjoyed  a  visit  to  the  late  Miss  Oma  Karn 
while  she  lived  in  Covington,  Ohio.  She  was  a  historian 
and  a  successful  author  in  her  own  right.  Strong  in  the 
faith  of  her  fathers,  a  great  grand  daughter  of  Agnes 
Mack  Leckrone,  she  ti-easured  the  various  books  and  ar- 
ticles of  interest  used  by  her  illustrious  ancestors.  She 
shared  them  with  the  writer.  She  was  willing  to  aid  in 
any  way  in  the  producing  of  that  which  would  place 
upon  record  the  deeds  of  those  long  passed  from  the 
scene.  There  she  brought  out  mementoes  of  other  days. 
A  cup  and  saucer  which  was  used  by  William  and  Agnes 
Gantz  Mack  brought  serious  thoughts  of  these  worthies 
of  other  days.  William  was  the  son  of  Alexander  Mack, 
Jr.,  and  the  grandfather  of  Agnes.  These  and  other  col- 
lections made  the  years  roll  away  and  took  the  visitors 
back  to  the  early  days  of  our  Church.  Her  letters,  re- 
ceived up  until  the  time  of  her  death,  were  unique,  and 
the  fine  humor  running  through  them  was  an  inspiration. 
Her  girlhood  desire  had  been  to  be  a  teacher,  but  when 
fourteen  years  of  age,  an  illness  affected  her  hearing 
which  forced  her  to  change  her  plans.  Therefore  her  pen, 
and  later  her  typewriter  became  her  working  equipment. 
She  had  been  the  author  of  numerous  stories  appearing 
over  the  years  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Literature. 
She  was  the  author  of  a  book.  MILLIE  AND  MEIKWEI, 
a  story  for  children,  which  was  a  very  popular  produc- 
tion. The  original  issue  was  soon  exhausted  and  many 
others  were  printed. 

Over  a  century  and  a  half  has  passed  since  Agnes 
Mack  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania.  Years 
have  fallen  from  the  hands  of  the  Creator  and  piled  up 
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like  grains  of  sand.  The  stern  teachings  of  her  father, 
and  the  example  of  her  mother  was  her  inner  guide  all 
her  life.  Those  things  of  the  Word  she  received  were 
in  turn  imparted  to  others.  Wherever  her  steps  led  her, 
whatever  her  baggage  contained,  there  always  remained 
room  for  the  main  book  in  the  Tunker  household,  the 
well  worn  Bible.  This  they  believed,  this  they  practiced, 
this  they  defended,  even  to  the  point  of  being  temied 
contentious.  Surely  the  Brethren  have  a  rich  heritage. 
Wherever  it  has  been  given  a  chance,  it  has  justified  the 
trust  placed  in  it.  Had  Agnes  Mack  Leckrone  been  of  a 
less  determined  type,  wishy-washy  as  many  are  found 
in  this  modern  age,  careless  of  her  faith,  the  history  of 


this    courageous   woman    would    be    a    far    less    pleasant 
matter  to  record. 

The  Macks  and  their  descendants  knew  what  they  be- 
lieved, they  stood  by  it,  as  the  writer  well  remembers 
in  the  testimony  of  those  within  his  knowledge.  Agnes 
Mack  Leckrone  was  a  sister  of  John  Mack,  the  great 
grandfather  of  the  writer.  While  there  may  be  few  who 
have  ever  heard  of  the  subject  of  this  article,  our 
churches  which  call  themselves  Brethren  and  look  to 
Alexander  Mack  as  the  Founder  or  Organizer,  are 
stronger  and  better  because  she  lived. 

St.    James,    Maryland. 
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ANKENYTOWN,  OHIO,  CEMETERY 


THE  SANDS  OF  TIME 

The  sands  of  time  are  slipping,  slipping — with- 
out haste,  and  without  delay;  but  measured  by 
God's  clock  of  eternity,  with  what  amazing  rap- 
idity ! 

The  all-wise  God  exhorts  us  to  act  now — to  re- 
deem or  buy  up  the  time.  How  wise  to  learn  the 
value  of  these  flying  moments  before  they  have 
escaped  us  forever! 

It  is  said  that  the  time  of  a  good  student  dur- 
ing his  schooldays  should  be  valued  at  no  less 
than  thirty  dollars  a  day;  so  greatly  are  his 
wage-earning  capacities  increased  for  life.  What 
estimate,  then,  should  we  place  upon  a  moment, 
the  tiniest  fragment  of  time,  in  view  of  the  eter- 
nity for  which  we  are  being  educated? 

The  dying  Duke  of  Buckingham  shrieked  in 
his  last  moments,  "What  a  prodigal  I  have  been 
of  the  most  valuable  of  all  possessions — time!  I 
have  squandered  it  away  with  a  persuasion  that 
it  was  lasting;  and  now,  when  a  few  days  would 
be  worth  a  hecatomb  of  worlds,  I  cannot  flatter 
myself  with  a  prospect  of  half  a  dozen  hours." 

Project  yourself  in  thought  far  out,  say,  a  mil- 
lion years  into  eternity — and  from  that  vantage 


point  look  back  on  the  little  handbreadth  of  time 
which  constitutes  your  earthly  probation.  And 
diligently  consider  your  latter  end  NOW  as  you 
will  wish  you  had  then. — A.  R.  Palmer, 

4|i  4jl  ^ 

A  GLORIOUS  TASK 

"He  built  a  house,  time  laid  it  in  the  dust; 
He  wrote  a  book,  its  title  now  forgot; 
He  ruled  a  city,  but  its  name  is  not 
On  any  tablet  graven,  or  where  rust 
Can  gather  from  disuse,  or  marble  bust; 
He  took  a  child  from  out  the  wretched  cot. 
Who  on  the  State  dishonor  might  have  brought. 
And  reared  him  to  the  Christian's  hope  and  trust. 
The  boy  to  manhood  grown,  became  a  light 
To  many  souls,  preached  for  human  need 
The  wondrous  love  of  the  Omnipotent. 
The  work  has  multiplied  like  stars  at  night 
When  darkness  deepens;  every  noble  deed 
Lasts  longer  than  a  granite  monument." 
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STOP 

James  Green 

Sixty  miles  an  hour!  That's  a  mile  a  minute! 
Eighty-eight  feet  per  second!  And  he  was  going 
only  fifteen  miles  per  hour  when  the  old  lady 
stepped  out  from  behind  another  car.  The  tires 
slid  just  six  feet  by  actual  police  measurement. 
But  the  old  lady  was  dead!  He  could  not  stop  in 
time! 

Stop! 

The  car  was  new!  Husband  and  wife  together 
on  a  treacherous  highway.  Smooth  and  clean — 
except  for  an  occasional  icy  spot.  Spring  had  not 
yet  made  a  thorough  job  of  removing  winter's 
telltales. 

Half  way  up  the  hill  a  truck  was  slowly  mov- 
ing. But  the  new  car  could  easily  pass,  with  little 
or  no  trouble.  Tlie  driver  of  the  car  approach- 
ing from  the  other  direction  did  not  know  these 
thoughts,  nor  could  the  first  driver  have  known 
the  top  half  of  the  hill  was  icy. 

A  wrecked  car — a  double  funeral — two  orphan- 
ed  children — no — he   could   not   stop  in   time! 

Stop! 

A  bus  was  chartered  to  take  a  class  of  school 
children  on  a  tour  of  inspection  through  the 
brick  plant.  Greatly  interested  they  were,  to 
watch  the  crushers — the  mixers — the  kilns.  A 
new  road  back  home  must  cross  the  main  line  of 
the  railroad.  The  streamliner,  streaking  along 
was  hidden  by  massive  walls  of  bricks.  The  siren 
whistle  was  not  heard  and  out  on  the  tracks 
drove  the  bus.  A  sickening  crash,  a  few  muffled 
groans  amidst  the  shrieks  of  fear  and  pain  and 
almost  a  score  of  children  gone — they  could  not 
stop  in  time. 

Shall  we  proceed?  But  why? 

Stop! 

At  the  maddening  speed  of  sixty  seconds  per 
minute — sixty  minutes  per  hour — twenty-four 
hours  per  day — on  and  on  into  years — goes  the 
rushing  crowd  of  men — women — -boys  and  girls. 

An  endless  procession.  Here  one  drops  out — 
another  joins — the  parade  has  been  going  on  for 
upwards  of  six  thousand  years.  No  bands  neces- 
sary to  keep  up  the  tempo.  Year  after  year  the 
speed — the  momentum  picks  up.  Across  the 
parade  ground  or  highway  occasionally  goes  one, 
two,   a  group,   which,   because   of  some  unusual 


achievement  or  accomplishment,  attracts  more 
than  ordinary  attention;  here  today,  gone  tomor- 
row. 

But  each  one  must  stop!  Will  you  stop  in 
time? 

If  death  ended  all — if  there  were  no  hereafter, 
none  would  need  be  exercised  in  this  regard.  But 
when  God  breathed  into  man's  nostrils  he  be- 
came a  "living  soul." 

The  tremendous  import  of  this  great  fact  may 
be  more  fully  understood  by  the  truth  thus  ex- 
pressed "And  as  it  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to 
die,  but  after  this  the  judgment"    (Heb.  9:27). 

It  is  incumbent  that  each  one  stop,  for  sins 
must  be  accounted  for,  either  here  or  hereafter. 
Sin  is  universal.  Sin's  penalty  is  death.  To  die  in 
one's  sin  means  that  whither  Christ  is,  ye  can- 
not go  (John  8:21). 

Only  on  earth  can  sins  be  forgiven  (Mark 
2:10). 

To  miss  this  forgiveness — to  neglect  so  great 
salvation  is  "not  to  stop  in  time."  So  much  did 
God  love  you,  that  He  gave  His  Son:  so  much 
did  Christ  love  you  that  He  gave  Himself. 

Stop,  O  sinner,  stop  and  think; 

Before  you  further  go. 
Before  you  sport  upon  the  brink 

Of  everlasting  woe. 

All  your  sins  will  round  you  crowd: 
Sins  of  dark  and  crimson  dye. 

Each  for  vengeance  cry  aloud 
And  what  will  you  reply? 

So  stop — for  "Now  is  the  accepted  time;  be- 
hold, now  is  the  day  of  salvation"  (II  Cor.  6:2). 

— Faithful  Words. 

^  ^  i^ 

CHRISTIANITY 

Wilberforce,  the  great  English  preacher,  said 
that  Christianity  could  be  condensed  into  four 
words:  Admit,  Submit,  Commit,  and  Transmit. 
Let  us  use  these  four  words  in  one  sentence,  ex- 
pressing a  great  truth.  When  a  man  is  ready  to 
admit  Jesus  Christ  into  his  life,  and  then  submit 
himself  to  the  will  of  Christ,  commit  his  way  unto 
the  Lord,  and  transmit  his  knowledge  and  the 
spirit  of  Christ  which  he  possesses,  to  others,  he 
puts  himself  in  the  position  to  be  of  the  largest 
possible  service  to  God  and  humanity. — Sel. 
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ELDER  HARRSE  C.  FUNDERBURG 

REV.  HARRIS  C.  FUNDERBURG  passed  from  this 
life  March  30,  1956  to  be  with  his  Lord  after  a  linger- 
ing illnesa  of  17  weeks.  He  was  91  years  of  age,  and  a 
life  long  member  of  the  Brethren  Church.  He  lived  in 
New  Carlisle,  Ohio  for  the  past  27  years,  but  kept  his 
membership  in  the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church  of  Dayton, 
Ohio.  His  service  as  a  minister  was  chiefly  as  an  evan- 
gelist and  supply  pastor  in  many  places  throughout  Ohio. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  National  Minis terium  of  the 
Brethren  Church.  He  is  survived  by  a  daughter.  Fairy 
Goodrich  of  New  Carlisle;  a  sister  in  Springfield,  Ohio; 
two  brothers  both  of  New  Carlisle;  two  grandchildren 
and  six  great-grandchildren.  His  wife  preceded  him  in 
death  March  17,  1953.  Services  were  held  from  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  New  Carlisle  by  his  pastor,  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Rev.  Chester  Harley,  pastor  of  the 
church. 

Percy  C.  Miller. 


LIVENGOOD.  Mrs.  John  (Cora  Jane)  Livengood,  born 
Oct.  15,  1881,  in  Somerset  Co.,  Penna.,  died  Mar.  26, 
1956.  Very  active  in  church  when  her  health  permitted. 
Taught  S.  S.  Class  for  more  than  25  years.  Active  in  the 
W,  M.  S.  Survived  by  her  husband,  John,  who  is  the  son 
of  the  late  Z.  T.  Livengood.  Z.  T.  Livengood  was  the  first 
pastor  of  the  Bethlehem  Brethren  Church  which  later 
formed  the  nucleus  for  the  Lanark  Brethren  Church.  The 
writer  has  many  times  enjoyed  visiting  this  elderly  couple 
to  hear  interesting  historical  incidents  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Lanark  Brethren  Church.  Committal  service 
conducted  on  March  28;   burial,  Lanark  Cemetery. 

GAUL.  Charles  Clinton  Gaul  died  Mar.  27,  1956,  fol- 
lowing a  lingering  illness.  Born  June  25,  1875.  Services 
held  in  the  Lanark  Brethren  Church  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  on  Mar.  29th.  Survived  by  his  wife,  Orpha,  a 
son,  and  a  brother.  "Charlie,"  as  we  knew  him,  was  an 
active  attendant  and  worker  until  recent  months  when  his 
health  failed. 

H.  Francis  Berkshire,  Pastor. 


home,  family,  church,  all  her  attainments  are  used  to  as- 
certain her  proper  place  on  the  other  shore.  She  meant 
so  much  to  the  church.  The  church  meant  so  much  to  her. 
We  do  not  believe  that  even  now  her  light  is  extinguished. 
She  is  in  heaven  ready  to  greet  us.  Our  loss  is  her  gain 
and  heaven's  gain.  She  is  sadly  missed  by  all  who  knew 
her.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church 
of  Dayton,  Ohio;  being  a  member  of  the  Brethren  Church 
for  45  years.  She  was  a  Deaconness  in  the  church  for  the 
past  12  years.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  W.  Ray 
Yount,  the  architect  for  several  of  our  buildings  on  the 
Ashland  campus.  She  is  also  survived  by  three  sisters. 
The  service  was  held  in  the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church 
by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned.  Her  body  lay  in  state 
at  the  church  from  11:00  A.  M.  until  time  of  service  at 
2:00  P.  M.  on  the  day  of  the  service.  She  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Englewood,  Ohio,  Cemetery. 

Percy  C.  Miller. 

«  «  « 
TRAMMEL.  Mrs.  Ida  Trammel,  70,  departed  this  life 
December  6,  1955.  Had  been  in  failing  health  about  three 
years.  Member  of  the  Brethi-en  Church  for  many  years. 
Surviving  are  her  husband,  a  daughter,  2  grandchildren, 
4  great-grandchildren,  and  a  brother.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  the  pastor. 

SUNDAY.  Mrs.  Emma  Sunday,  65,  passed  away  at  her 
home  March  4,  1956.  Had  been  ill  for  several  months. 
Member  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Survived  by  10  chil- 
dren, 13  grandchildren,  1  great-grandchild,  3  brothers, 
and  3  sisters.   Funeral  services  conducted  by  the  pastor. 

RYAN.  Mrs.  Belle  Ryan,  93,  passed  away  February  2, 
1956.  Member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  but  had  been 
active  in  the  Brethren  Church  for  many  years.  Funeral 
services  by  the  undersigned. 

Edwin   Puterbaugh,   Pastor. 

PUBLICATION   DAY   OFFERING 

March  14th  to  April  4,  1956 

Previous   total    $4,584.62 

Masontown  Brethren,  Masontown,  Pa 107.35 

Highland  Brethren,  Marianna,  Pa 11.75 

Hillcrest   Brethren,   Dayton,   Ohio    100.00 

Lanark   Brethren,   Lanark,   111 70.85 

Goshen  Brethren,  Goshen,  Ind.    additional 146.38 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Garber  Wright,  Andrews,  Indiana.  .  2.00 

Louisville    Brethren,    Louisville,    Ohio    additional  31.36 

Pleasant  Hill  Brethren,  Pleasant  Hill,  O.  add...  15.21 

Loree   Brethren,  Loree,   Ind 50.00 

Total  offerings  to  April  4,  1956    $5,119.52 


YOUNT.  Mrs.  Helen  G.  Yount  passed  away  March  20, 
1956  to  be  with  her  Lord  after  a  lingering  illness  in  the 
hospital  of  14  weeks.  Her  spirit  during  the  illness  was  of 
the  vei-y  highest.  Her  faith  never  wavered.  She  Was  a 
great  inspiration  to  all  who  knew  her.  All  who  knew  her 
learned  to  love  her.  She  truly  lived  a  life  of  daily  vic- 
tory. She  really  rounded  off  a  successful  life.  She  was 
ever  a  devoted  Christian  woman.  Her  smiles,  her  courage, 
her   faith,   her   love,    her   achievements,   her   devotion    to 
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"THERE'S  A  HELL  TO  SHUN" 

CARELESS  CHURCH  MEMBERS  who  engage  in  sin- 
ful modes  of  living  do  not  seem  to  realize  that  they 
are  facing  ETERNAL  SEPARATION  from  God  (1  Peter 
4:17,  18).  Many  fashionable  and  respectable  sinners  ex- 
pect to  be  saved  (Matt.  7:21-23).  But  the  preacher's  sol- 
emn duty  is  to  preach  sound  doctrine  (Titus  2:1).  He  is 
duty  bound  to  his  God  and  to  the  people  to  give  them 
the  message  they  need,  regardless  of  how  they  feel  about 
it  (Isaiah  58:1).  If  he  speaks  with  uncertainty  he  contrib- 
utes to  their  spiritual  delinquency  (1  Cor.  14:8).  There- 
fore, the  Apostle  Paul  was  a  judgment  preacher  (2  Cor. 
5:11).   Men  who   really  believe  in  Hell   seek  a   Savior. 

The  devil  has  blinded  the  minds  of  many  on  this  sub- 
ject (2  Cor.  4:4).  The  teacher  of  false  doctrine  might 
be  sincere  but  he  could  not  be  born  again  (1  Cor.  2:14). 
The  original  doctrine  of  Hell  in  the  Bible  still  obtains  in 
spite  of  the  Jehovah  (false)  Witnesses'  translation  of 
the  Bible  (1  Peter  1:25).  Those  who  scoffed  at  God's 
Word  in  Noah's  day  were  all  destroyed  (Gen.  7:22), 
Those  who  scoffed  at  the  pleading  of  Lot  were  destroyed 
(Gen.  19:14,  24,  25).  Never  be  misled  by  mockery;  be- 
lieve God  in  His  V\^ord  (Rom.  3:2).  The  scoffing  and 
laughter  of  Belshazzar's  party  did  not  prevent  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  handwriting  on  the  wall  (Dan.  5:30). 

"How  do  you  know  there  is  a  Hell?"  God's  Word  says 
so.  Of  the  162  texts  of  the  New  Testament  that  speak 
of  the  sinner's  doom,  over  70  were  uttered  by  Christ 
Himself.  Could  language  be  any  stronger  than  the  Bible 
texts  on  Hell  ?  Here  are  just  a  few  such  texts — Psalm 
9:17;  11:6;  Deut.  32:22;  Isaiah  1:28;  33:14;  66:15,  24; 
Matt.  3:12;  7:13;  10:28;  13:50;  Luke  13:27;  Mark  9:43, 
44;  2  Thess.  1:8;  2  Peter  2:4;  Jude  7;  Luke  16:23,  24; 
Rev.  14:11;  19:20;  20:15;  21:8.  If  there  is  no  judgment 
and  no  Hell,  why  did  Jesus  come  down  from  Heaven  to 
earth  to  become  our  Way  of  escape  (John  5:40)  ?  If  any- 
one is  unwilling  to  part  from  his  sin  he  will  have  to  go 
to  the  place  where  sin  will  take  him  (Matt.  25:41;  Isa. 
5:14). 

Contrary  to  popular  opinion,  the  devil  is  not  the  ruler 
of  Hell,  but  will  eventually  be  cast  into  the  place  (Rev. 
20:10).  Hell  is  a  consequence  of  sin  (Gal.  6:7,  8).  Sin  has 
wages  (Rom.  6:23);  God  does  not  send  souls  to  Hell 
(2  Peter  3:9).  If  the  wicked  are  annihilated  then  they 
would  all  be  judged  EXACTLY  ALIKE.  But  the  Bible 
teaches  degrees  of  punishment  (Rev.  20:13;  Luke  12:47, 
48).  The  first  death  cuts  off  further  chance  for  the  sin- 
ner to  repent  (Eccles.  11:3).  The  second  death  is  a  living 
death  (Luke  16:23;  Rev.  21:8).  Hell  is  a  place  of  un- 
satisfied desires  (Luke  16:24).  Hell  is  a  place  of  ungodly 
associates  (Rev.  21:8).  It  is  a  place  of  no  hope  (Matt. 
25:46).  It  is  a  place  of  intense  suffering  (Luke  16:23, 
24,  25,  28).  In  Hell  "their  worm  dieth  not"   (Mark  9:48; 


Isaiah  66:24).  It  is  a  place  of  outer  darkness  (Matt.  8: 
12;  22:13;  25:30).  It  is  a  place  of  unpleasant  memory 
(Luke  16:25). 

God  has  done  all  He  can  to  head  off  the  sinner  from 
his  Hell-bent  way  (John  3:16).  Jesua  came  and  died  to 
save  him  (Luke  19:10).  The  sinner  is  condemned  be- 
cause he  wishes  to  continue  a  sinner  (John  5:40;  3:18). 
Any  sinner,  regardless  of  how  sinful  he  is,  may  be  saved 
if  he  will  (1  John  1:7;  6:37).  The  Devil  is  our  tempter 
(James  1:13),  but  God  has  provided  us  a  way  of  escape 
(1  Cor.  10:13;  15:57;  Romans  8:37;  Jude  24). 

Truly,  "there  is  a  Heaven  to  gain,  and  a  Hell  to  shun." 
Christian,  teach  the  sinner  to  shun  the  place  where  he 
will  be 

"Dying  eternally  yet  never  dying, 

Living  forever  and  forever  crying. 
Banished  from  God  and  loved  ones  and  light 

Suffering  the  tortures  of  Hell's  darkest  night." 
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William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  April  22,  1956 

THE  CHURCH  ENDURES  PERSECUTION 

Lesson:  Acts  6:8-10;   7:51-60 

THE  CHRISTIAN  should  expect  Suffering  and  Perse- 
cution as  a  result  of  his  stand  for  Jesus  Christ.  He 
should  not,  therefore,  be  surprised  when  they  come  his 
way.  Christ,  before  leaving  His  disciples,  told  them:  "Re- 
member the  word  that  I  said  unto  you,  The  servant  is 
not  greater  than  his  Lord.  If  they  have  persecuted  Me, 
they  will  also  persecute  you"    (John   15:20). 

In  spite  of  this  warning.  Christians  shun  any  form  of 
persecution.  They  deny  their  Saviour  time  and  time  again 
in  order  to  escape  it.  Is  it  because  they  are  ashamed  of 
the  Master? 

"Jesus,  and  shall  it  ever  be, 

A  mortal  man  ashamed  of  Thee  ? 
Ashamed  of  Thee,  whom  angels  praise. 

Whose  glories  shine  thro'  endless  days? 

Ashamed  of  Jesus!  that  dear  Friend 
On  whom  my  hopes  of  heav'n  depend! 

No;  when  I  blush,  be  this  my  shame, 
That  I  no  more  revere  His  name. 

Ashamed  of  Jesus!  yes,  I  may. 

When   I've  no  guilt  to  wash   away; 

No  tear  to  wipe,  no  good  to  crave. 
No  fears  to  quell,  no  soul  to  save." 

It  can  never  be  said  that  the  early  disciples,  after  the 
Day  of  Pentecost,  were  ashamed  of  the  Master,  nor  fear- 
ful of  suffering  persecution  for  His  sake!  Stephen,  the 
first  Christian  martyr,  is  a  good  example  of  this  very 
fact. 
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The  man  Stephen  is  introduced  to  us  in  Acts  6:5, 
where  he  is  described  as  "a  man  full  of  faith  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost."  In  verse  8,  he  is  said  to  have  been  a  man 
"full  of  faith  and  power";  and,  therefore,  he  "did  great 
wonders  and  miracles  among  the  people." 

Why  the  absence  of  spiritual  power  in  our  midst  to- 
day? Why  the  impotency  of  the  Church  of  the  Living 
God?  Commenting  upon  the  secret  of  power  in  the  early 
Church,  Dr.  R.  H.  Glover  suggests  that  separation  from 
the  world  was  in  part  responsible.  "The  separation  from 
the  world  was  of  no  mere  monkish  kind,  but  consisted  in 
a  real  detachment  from  the  world,  and  as  real  an  attach- 
ment to  Christ.  On  the  one  hand,  those  early  Christians 
had  undergone  so  radical  a  change  that  the  world  and  its 
attractions  had  been  taken  out  of  their  hearts,  while  new 
interests,  ambitions,  and  hopes  had  taken  their  place.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  world  had  no  longer  any  use  for 
them,   but   accorded   them   ostracism   and   persecution." 

As  a  result  of  Stephen's  forthright  testimony  among  the 
Jews,  he  was  arrested  and  taken  before  the  council.  Given 
the  opportunity  to  speak,  he  boldly  charged  them  with 
resisting  the  truth,  and  putting  Jesus  Christ  to  death! 

"When  they  heard  these  things,  they  were  cut  to  the 
heart  (sawned  through),  and  they  gnashed  on  him  with 
their  teeth." 


Following  this,  they  "cast  him  out  of  the  city,  and 
stoned  him." 

Stephen  experienced  the  wrath  of  men,  who,  having 
heard  the  truth,  refused  to  yield  to  it.  He  was  willing 
"in  the  behalf  of  Christ,  not  only  to  believe  on  Him,  but 
also  to  suffer  for  His  sake"   (Phil.  1:29). 

L.  M.  Lowell  relates  the  following  story: 

"A  young  Hindu  of  high  caste  refused  to  accept  Christ 
because  he  knew  his  father  would  cast  him  out.  Finally, 
he  did  become  a  Christian,  and  was  disowned  by  his 
father.  He  had  been  a  law  student;  now  his  career  was 
ended.  Yet,  he  appeared  at  a  Christian  mission  and  asked 
for  baptism,  saying,  'Christ  is  worth  all  I  may  have  to 
suffer — and  more.'  " 

God  grant  that  each  one  of  us  may  ever  say  the  same! 
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^he  Value  of  the 


Budget  System 


THIS  ARTICLE  is  being  written,  not  for  any  self-glory, 
but  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  and  an  encouragement 
to  any  Church  thinking  about  the  Budget  System.  It  is 
also  written  with  the  hope  that  other  churches,  using  the 
budget  system,  might  write,  giving  their  reactions  to  its 
use. 

Since  the  Louisville  Budget  has  been  adopted  the  of- 
ferings have  gradually  increased.  Here  is  an  example  for 
the  past  year,  ending  April  1st,  for  gifts  to  the  Benevo- 
lent Board.  Since  the  benevolent  side  of  the  offering  is 
budgeted,  there  is  an  increase  in  all  the  other  special 
offerings. 

April,  May,  June    $29.40 

July,  August,  September   34.20 

October,    November,   December    37.80 

January,    February,   March    47.04 

In  addition  to  the  budget,  the  envelopes  for  the  spe- 
cial offerings  are  placed  in  thei  Church  pew  racks,  and  an 
announcement  is  made  in  the  bulletin  that  those  who  have 
an  extra  tithe  or  gift  tol  make,  or  those  who  do  not  share 
in  the  benevolent  side  of  the  envelopes,  should  make  their 
gift   during   the   month   the    special    offerings  are   lifted. 


This  year,  the  Benevolent  gifts  amounted  to  $282.50. 
This  makes  a  total  since  April  1,  1955,  of  $430.94.  This 
is  almost  an  increase  of  $100.00  over  last  year. 

This  system  is  so  much  better  than  the  system  where 
a  certain  amount  is  given  each  year.  First,  it  gives  op- 
portunity for  a  Church  to  increase  their  offerings  if  con- 
ditions make  it  possible.  Second,  folks  may  give  for  a 
certain  cause  to  their  liking,  above  the  budget. 

Twenty-four  families  shared  in  the  $282.50  gift  and  had 
the  privilege  of  designating  whether  it  should  be  given 
toward  the  Brethren's  Home,  or  the  Minister's  Fund. 
Of  these  24,  half  do  not  use  the  benevolent  side  of  the 
envelope  regularly.  The  other  half  use  it  every  Sunday. 
But  they  wanted  to  give  an  additional  gift  for  the  spe- 
cial need  in  the  Board's  work.  They  know  the  benevo- 
lent side  of  their  envelope  is  budgeted  according  to  an 
agreed  percentage  by  the  Church.  But  the  special  envel- 
opes give  them  opportunity  to  give  according  to  the 
needs  of  the   Boards. 

There  has  been  a  like  increase  in  all  the  other  offerings. 

L.  Y.  Kin^) 

Moderator  of  General  Conference. 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Sfogsdill.  Director 

A  MODERN  NEED:  SOUL  WINNERS 

DO  YOU  GROAN  WITHIN,  down  deep,  somewhere 
that  you  can't  explain  for  some  strange  reason?  If 
you  are  modem  in  your  thinking  and  believe  in  cause 
and  effect  you  must  believe  that  there  is  a  reason  for 
this  mysterious  emptiness  and  strange  feeling  of  unhap- 
piness.  Probably  the  reason  is  very  simple,  and  when  I 
tell  you  you  will  rebell  at  the  thought  and  think  up  a 
hundred  things  that  will  combat  the  idea:  YOU  AREN'T 
THE  SOUL-WINNER  GOD  WANTS  YOU  TO  BE!  His 
Spirit  is  bearing  witness  to  your  spirit.  YOU  are  His 
child,  but  you  haven't  been  faithful  in  bringing  others  to 
Him. 

THE  MAGIC  OF  SOUL-WINNING 

Did  you  ever  see  an  unhappy  soul-winner?  One  who 
is  constantly  on  the  alert  for  means  of  leading  someone 
else  to  Christ?  "All  right,  Brother,"  you  say,  "now  you're 
going  to  ask  us  to  be  like  them."  They  believe  in  going 
around  offending  people  and  asking  them  if  they  are 
saved,  and  insulting  their  intelligence,  but  we  don't  go 
for  th(at.  No,  we  don't,  sorry  to  say.  And  that  is  the 
reason  our  spirits  are  like  dry,  tasteless  pulp.  We  don't 
want  to  be  like  them,  Whoever  they  are.  But  we  aren't 
soul-winners  and  we  won't  be  until  we  admit  that  we 
aren't.  If  we  want  to  be  lively,  spirited  Christians  we 
are  going  to  have  to  bring  souls  to  Christ.  The  disciples 
did  it,  and  all  others  who  have  been  the  salt  of  the  earth 
were  busy  bringing  souls  to  Christ. 

I  am  not  asking  you  to  be  like  them.  Maybe  I  don't 
agree  with  their  methods  either  (and  please  believe  me, 
I'm  only  using  the  phrase  to  show  you  how  we  make 
excuse,  not  to  point  to  oi<  at  any  particular  group),  but 
how  you  win  others  to  Christ  has  little  to  do  with  the 
fact  of  either  winning  them  or  letting  them  go  without 
Christ.  Let  us  take  inventory.  As  a  Church  now  for  sev- 
eral years  we  have  had  almost  no  noticeable  increase. 
The  reason:  WE  ARE  NOT  SOUL-WINNERS.  And  the 
way  to  become  soul-winners  is  to  begin  right  there. 

YOUTH  AS  SOUL- WINNERS 

This  is  the  last  word  in  Christianity.  It  must  be  taught 
from  the  first. 


Who  can  be  a  soul-winner? 

Only  one  answer— HE  THAT  DESIRES  TO  BE.  The 
spirit  of  Christian  joy  and  cheer  must  permeate  his  per- 
sonality to  the  overflowing.  If  it  does  not,  then  there  is 
a  reason  for  thia|  too.  He  must  again  commit  himself  to 
the  Lord  in  vigilant  prayer  and  regular  Bible  reading 
until  the  Holy  Spirit  takes  control  of  his  life.  Then  and 
then  only  will  others  be  persuaded  that  Christianity  has 
something  he  doesn't  have — and  needs. 

WHAT   ARE  THE  REQUIREMENTS 

Christians.  There  is  no  other  requirement  mentioned 
anywhere  that  I  know  of.  The  very  act  of  talking  to 
someone  about  the  Lord  will  transform  the  weak  Chris- 
tian into  an  angel  from  God.  People  like  to  meet  Chris- 
tians who  are  in  many  ways  like  themselves.  If  the 
Christian  has  a  fault  or  weakness  the  best  thing  for  him 
to  do  is  confess  it  and  prove  that  he  is  attempting  to  do 
something  about  it. 

Then,  too,  talking  to  others  about  the  Lord,'  is  a  good 
way  to  have  one's  weaknesses  pointed  up  to  himself.  He 
will  soon  learn  that  there  are  some  things  that  a  soul- 
winner  must  shun  in  his  own  life  if  he  is  to  win  others 
to  his  Lord.  It  is  a  good  way  for  him  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion that  keeps  cropping  up  among  Christians:  "Can  I 
do  this  and  be  a  Christian?"  Let  him  try  winning  some 
one  else  to  Christ — REALLY — not  just  get  up  before 
some  group  and  keep  saying  "We  must  do  this,"  and  "we 
must  believe  that."  Either  he  will  have  to  become  the 
Christian  Jesus  intended  that  he  should  be,  or  he  will 
soon  learn  what  a  disgusting  thing  it  is  merely  to  be  a 
talking  Christian. 

PUT  YOUR  FAITH  TO  THE  TEST 

If  there  is  anything  that  will  prove  your  faith  and  its 
value  it  is  witnessing  for  Christ.  Witnessing  will  weld 
the  weak  points  in  your  faith  and  strengthen  you  against 
future  foibles  and  lurking  temptations.  In  this  way  the 
pathway  is  paved  to  a  stronger  and  higher  type  of  faith. 

Secondly,  witnessing  puts  the  Lord  himself  to  the  test 
of  proving  Himself  in  your  life.  "Prove  me  now  herewith, 
saith  the  Lord"  (Malachi  3:10).  Like  Joshua  standing 
upon  his  feet  after  the  death  of  Moses,  and  preparing  to 
cross  the  River  Jordan  and  prove  the  Lord  at  Jericho, 
experiences  in  witnessing  will  give  something  to  lean 
heavily  on  in  moments  of  discouragement  and  times  of 
doubt. 

Let  us  prove  ourselves  and  the  Lord  in  our  church. 
Soul-winning  comes  first  and  last  for  all  Christians.  Let's 
be  on  the  move  for  the  Lord!  How  long  has  it  been 
since  you  last  attempted  to  win  someone  for  Christ? 


EVERYONE  NEEDS  TO  SHARE  IN  MISSIONS 

now  and  throughout  the  year 

EASTER  FOREIGN  MISSION  OFFERING 

GOAL-$75.000.00 


APRIL  14,  1956 
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NEWS   FROM   HUNTINGTON,    INDIANA 

Time  flies  so  rapidly  that  it  seems  hardly  possible 
that  seven  months  have  slipped  by  since  we  arrived  in 
Huntington.  The  laymen  of  the  church  moved  our  belong- 
ings from  Morrill,  Kansas,  and  helped  us  wonderfully  in 
getting  settled. 

Early  in  November,  we  were  given  a  surprise  recep- 
tion and  food  shower.  Besides  the  many  gifts  of  food, 
we  received  also  a  lovely  floor  lamp. 

Again  at  Christmas,  we  received  a  number  of  personal 
gifts,  baskets  of  food  from  the  Children's  Department  and 
Church,  and  a  generous  cash  gift  from  the  Laymen's  Or- 
ganization. 

The  following  organizations.  Laymen,  two  Sisterhoods, 
two  Woman's  Missionary  Societies,  Ladies'  Aid,  Junior 
Brotherhood,  and  the  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders,  are  all 
very  active. 

The  attendance  has  been  steadily  increasing.  The  most 
significant  increase  has  been  seen  at  the  morning  services, 
with  the  climax  coming  on  Easter  Sunday.  The  Sunrise 
Service,  sponsored  by  the  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders,  was 
attended  by  65  persons.  Following  this  service  the  Lay- 
men served  breakfast  to  100.  One  hundred  forty-nine  at- 
tended Sunday  School,  and  165  were  present  for  the  wor- 
ship service.  During  the  Sunday  School  hour  a  boy  from 
the  Children's  Department  accepted  Christ  as  his  Sav- 
ior. Several  others  have  expressed  their  desire  to  unite 
with  the  church.  These  will  be  baptized  and  received  into 
the  church  before  spring  Communion,  near  the  end  of 
April.  At  the  worship  service  two  babies  were  dedicated 
to  the  Lord. 

On  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month  I  speak  to  the  Chil- 
dren's Department  at  the  Sunday  School  hour.  On  the 
third  Sunday  morning  of  each  month  the  worship  ser- 
vice is  primarily  a  Youth  Service,  and  the  evening  ser- 
vice is  conducted   by  the   young  people. 

Recently  a  Junior  Choir  and  a  Youth  Choir  were  or- 
I  ganized,  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Carol  Steele,  a 
[    student   at   Huntington   College. 

We  feel  God  has  truly  been  with  us.  We  believe  the 
Lord  has  greater  blessings  in  store  for  us  as  we  work 
harmoniously  together. 

Edwin   Puterbaugh,   Pastor. 

H       H       H 

FAIR  HAVEN  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

The  Fair  Haven  Brethren  Church  observed  the  Easter 
Season,  1956,  with  four  special  services  during  Holy  Week. 
Rev.  Charles  Munson  spoke  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
evenings  upon  the  themes,  "The  Cross  Solves  the  Prob- 
lem of  Sin"  and  "Eating,  Serving,  Dying  and  Living,"  re- 
spectively. These  clear,  direct  and  inspirational  messages, 
which  stressed  the  importance  of  our  remembering 
Christ's   death   and   resurrection,   were   good   preparation 


for  the  forty-four  believers  who  observed  Holy  Commun- 
ion on  Friday  night.  Easter  Sunday  began  with  a  one-half 
hour  period  of  meditation  at  9:00  A.  M,  in  which  the 
young  people  brought  special  music,  scripture  and  poetry 
and  the  pastor  presented  an  object  lesson  in  keeping  with 
Resurrection  Day.  The  Sunday  School  and  Church  Wor- 
ship services  were  attended  by  over  fifty  worshippers  in 
bringing  the  week  to  a  close. 

Phil  Lersch,  pastor. 


^he   ^A/omens    /Corner 
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by   Helen  Jordan 

BEAUTY 

TRAVELING  ON  A  PLANE  from  the  South  recently, 
I  saw  a  picture  I  shall  never  forget.  It  reminded  me 
of  the  artist  Turner's  paintings  of  his  brilliant  seascapes. 
We  were  flying  above  white,  fleecy  clouds  when  the  last 
rays  of  the  setting  sun  cast  an  iridiscent  glow  over  their 
linings,  producing  the  colors  of  a  huge  rainbow.  How 
beautiful  and  wondrous  are  the  works  of  God! 

A  garbage  man  di'iving  down  the  highway  was  sing- 
ing lustily.  He  had  found  in  his  collection  a  withered 
red  rose  and  had  placed  it  on  his  windshield.  It  made 
him  happy  all  day. 

A  teacher  in  a  school  of  underprivileged  children  asked 
them  to  look  for  something  beautiful  in  their  lives  that 
day.  She  knew  how  much  she  was  asking.  At  the  time 
of  reporting,  one  little  girl  said,  "The  sun  shining  on 
our  baby's  hair  is  the  beautifulest  thing  I  ever  saw." 
Another  child  said,  "I  saw  a  bird  drinking  water  in  our 
gutter.  He  had  on  a  dark  suit  and  a  white  collar  around 
his  neck.  He  was  so  beautiful!" 

There  is  beauty  all  around  us,  but  maybe  we  need  a 
little  bit  of  heaven  within  us  to  see  it. 

Beauty  is  that  quality  of  any  object  of  sense  or  thought 
whereby  it  excites  an  admiring  pleasure.  A  person  may 
never  reach  a  position  where  he  can  know  what  is  abso- 
lutely right  and  wrong,  but  he  may  be  constantly  ap- 
proaching nearer  such  a  knowledge,  for  aesthetic  sensi- 
bilities  are   capable   of  development. 

If  we  were  not  interested  in  beauty,  if  it  were  of  no 
concern  to  our  happiness  whether  things  are  beautiful 
or  not,  we  should  manifest  the  total  absence  of  the 
aesthetic  faculty.  A  beauty  not  perceived  is  a  pleasure 
not  felt.  Beauty  is  pleasure  regarded  as  the  quality  of  a 
thing.  There  is  no  effect  of  form  which  an  effect  of  ma- 
terial could  not  enhance.  The  Parthenor^  not  in  marble, 
the  king's  crown  not  in  gold,  and  the  stars  not  of  fire 
would  be  feeble  and  prosaic  things.  You  can  not  live 
in  the  intimacy  of  your  garden  this  Spring  without  being 
drawn  closer  to  the  god  of  nature. 

I  think  we  can  constantly  grow  and  make  our  lives 
real  masterpieces,  for  the  finest  of  the  fine  arts  is  the 
fine  art  of  living. 

Mrs.  J.  Allen  Miller, 

Ashland,  Ohio. 
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Ideas  for  Boys'  and  Girls' 
Programs 

By  Anderson  and  Carlson.  For 
leaders  in  junior  age  groups.  Pro- 
gram suggestions  that  are  effective 
and    workable.  Paper,  60^ 

Ideas  for  Young  People's 
Programs 

By  Anderson  and  Carlson.  140 
programs  especially  designed  for 
youth.  Paper,    60(* 

Ideas   for    Musical    Programs 
for   Young   People's   Groups 

By  Anderson  and  Carlson.  Short, 
pungent  original   ideas.      Paper,   60^ 

Encyclopedia    of    Devotional 
Programs  for  Women's 
Groups 

Compiled  and  edited  by  Al  Bryant. 
52  complete  programs  including 
special  music  suggestions,  opening 
and  closing  prayers,  complete  texts 
of  devotional  talks.  288  pages.  $2.95 

(7/  ordered  before  Dec.  31,  1955 
—  only   $2.45— Save   50<^!) 
Religious    Plays   That   Click! 

Compiled  and  edited  by  Al  Bryant. 
A  compilation  of  five  plays,  each 
one  timed  for  production,  with 
complete  and  simple  to  follow  in- 
structions for  staging  and  costum- 
ing. Includes  2  Christmas  plays  and 
3    regular   plays.  Paper,  $1.00 

How  to  Plan  and  Conduct  a 
Junior  Church 

By  Eleanor  Doan.  Valuable  point- 
ers on  organizing  and  conducting 
a  junior  church  plus  seven  com- 
pletely planned  worship  services. 
Illustrated.  Paper,  $1.50 

52  Workable  Young  People's 
Programs 

Workable    Prayer    Meeting 
Programs 

By  Theodore  W.  Engstrom.  "Full 
of  excellent  programs.  A  complete 
program  for  each  week  of  the  year." 
Baptist    Bulletin.  Each,    $2.00 

How    to    Conduct    an 
Installation    Service 

By  Roberta  Patterson.  With  In- 
stallation Service  Programs  and 
Ideas.  Paper,  $1.00 


Devotional    Programs  for 
Women's  Groups  Nos.   1   &  2 

By  Lora  Lee  Parrott.  Each  book 
contains  18  all-new  and  all-original 
programs  for  women's  groups. 
Paper,  ea.,  $1.00;  Cloth,  ea.,  $1.50 
Young  People's  Programs  in 
a  Nutshell  Nos.   1   and  2 

By  Leslie  Parrott.  ".  .  .  seventy 
briefly  suggested  youth  program 
ideas  (in  each  book)."  The  Stand- 
ard. Paper,  each,  75^ 
Programs  for   Boys   &   Girls 

By  Leslie  Parrott.  Delightfully 
different  programs  for  spring  and 
summer.  Complete  from  opening 
song  to  closing  prayer.  Paper,  $1.00 

Round    Table    Programs   for 
Young   People 

By  Robert  Parsons.  "4  programs 
with  parts  for  4  people  .  .  ."  Pen- 
tecostal   Evangel.  Paper,    60i 

EfFective    Young    People's 
Discussion    Programs 

By  Robert  Parsons.  4  interesting 
programs.  Paper,  60^ 

Short   Dialogs  for  Young 
People's   Groups 

By  George  F.  Santa.  Imparts  im- 
portant Gospel  truths  by  means  of 
interesting  dialogs.  Paper,   $1.00 

Youth   Aid   Idea   Handbook 

By  George  F.  Santa.  New  and 
original  ideas  for  publicity,  posters, 
outings  and  every  type  of  activity 
for  young  people.  Paper,   $1.00 

52  Complete  Young  People's 
Programs 

By  George  F.  Santa.  A  lifetime 
of  ideas  and  suggestions  to  keep 
up  interest  in  young  people's  work. 
6"x9";    illustrated.  $2.50 

Youthspiration    Handbooks 
Nos.   1,  2  &  3 

By  George  F.  Santa.  Program  ideas, 
poster  suggestions,  promotion  sug- 
gestions, etc.,  each  one  new,  dif- 
ferent and  unique.   Paper,   ea.,   $1.00 

"Act-Em-Out"   Stories   for 
Children's   Programs 

By   Harry   C.   Trover.  $1.00 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  The  Masontown  Church  was 
the  scheduled  host  to  the  District  No.  5  Sunday  School 
Rally  held  on  April  16th. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN.  Or- 
dination services  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hays  Stahl,  as  dea- 
con and  deaconess  of  the  Valley  Church  were  held  on 
April  1st. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. Three  were  received  into  membership  of  the  church 
on  April  1st,  one  by  baptism,  and  two  by  letter. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Eighteen  were  baptized  the 
evening  of  April  8th.  These  were  scheduled  to  be  received 
into  the  church  on  April  15th. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Brother  Myron  Dodds  reports  an  at- 
tendance of  160  in  Sunday   School   on  Easter  Sunday. 

Brother  Dodds  reports  the  average  monthly  increase  in 
attendance  in  Sunday  School  for  the  first  three  months 
of  1956  over  1955  as  follows:  Jan.— 14;  Feb.— 33y2;  Mar. 
— 31.  This  is  an  average  gain  of  25  ^/^  each  Sunday. 


NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Six  were  baptized  and  re 
ceived  into  the  church  the  evening  of  April  1st. 

Dennis  and  Claire  Snell,  Missionaries  to  Mexico,  spoke, 
in  the  services  of  the  New  Lebanon  Church  on  April  8th. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  The  Father 
and  Son  Banquet  will  be  held  on  April  28th,  with  Coach 
Bob  Brownson,  of  Ashland  College,  as  speaker. 

Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora,  of  Ashland  Seminary,  will  speak 
in  the  Canton  Church  on  April  29th,  and  will  show  pic- 
tures of  his  visit  to  the  Holy  Land. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Redecoration  of  the  sanctuary 
was  done  during  the  early  part  of  April. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Brother  Alvin  H.  Grumbling  reports 
Easter  attendances  as:  Sunrise,  60;  S.  S.,  290;  Worship, 
340;  Evening,  138. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Brother  C.  A.  Stewart  has  re- 
ceived and  has  accepted  the  call  of  the  church  to  serve 
another  year  as  pastor.  Brother  Stewart  notes  that  this 
makes  6V2  years  at  Flora. 

(Continued   on  Page  7) 
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PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
WORKSHOP— April  28th. 

The  Pennsylvania  District  Sunday  Sch<*al  Board  is  sponsoring  a  Sun- 
day School  Workshop  in  the  THIRD  BRETHREN  CHURCH,  JOHNS- 
TOWN, PENNSYLVANIA,  April  28,  1956. 

The  morning  session,  beginning  at  10:00  o'clock,  will  be  led  by  DR. 
JOSEPH  SHULTZ,  National  Brethren  Sunday  School  Association  Field 
Representative.  He  will  discuss  the  Youth  Department  in  our  Sunday 
Schools. 

The  afternoon  session,  starting  at  2:00  o'clock,  will  be  in  charge  of 
MRS.  MARY  LEIDY,  and  MRS.  WADENA  WERTZ.  Teacher  Training 
will  be  emphasized  in  the  afternoon. 

Noon  lunch  will  be  served  in  the  church  basement. 

WE  URGE  ANYONE  INTERESTED  IN  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  WORK 
TO  ATTEND. 

Penna.  Dist.  S.  S.  Board, 
Walter  C.  Wertz,  President. 
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Tke  I^reikren  Vastors  Gonference—IQSO 


As  THESE  WORDS  are  being  written,  the  1956 
Brethren  Pastor's  Conference  has  just  come  to  a 
close.  Held  at  Ashland  April  10th  through  12th,  it  proved 
to  be  a  good  Conference,  from  the  standpoint  of  atten- 
dance, fellowship,  program  and  program  content.  We 
commend  the  Committee,  Elders  Spencer  Gentle,  Charles 
Munson,  and  E.  M.  Riddle,  for  the  wise  forethought,  plan- 
ning and  judgment  which  went  into  the  program.  We 
commend  the  speakers,  leaders  and  those  who  participated 
in  the  discussions  for  the  wholesomeness  of  their  com- 
ments. 

This  was  the  third  annual  Brethren  Pastor's  Confer- 
ence. Each  one  has  increased  in  spirit,  interest  and  value, 
as  each  one  has  built  upon  the  composite  results  of  that 
which  had  gone  before. 

There  are  advantages  to  our  pastors  (and  to  our 
churches)  in  having  this  annual  Pastor's  Conference.  The 
Conference  has  developed  because  the  week  of  General 
Conference  in  August,  with  its  terrificly  heavy  demands 
and  schedules,  just  did  not  give  our  ministers  the  needed 
chance  to  fellowship  as  a  ministerial  group  and  to  deal 
with  specific  problems  of  their  work.  (The  only  time, 
really,  during  General  Conference  week  when  the  minis- 
ters can  get  together,  is  the  eight  to  nine  hour  in  the 
morning — at  the  beginning  of  a  heavy  day,  following  an 
equally  heavy  Conference  day.) 

The  Brethren  Pastor's  Conference  represents  a  retreat 
— a  seminar,  where  our  ministers  can  dwell  together, 
feasting  spiritually  on  the  words  of  God  through  the  lips 
of  those  who  minister  on  the  programs.  It  has  become 
a  "must" — an  eagerly  looked-forward-to  mountain  top 
experience. 

Many  were  present.  Some  were  not  present.  Some  were 
not  able  to  be  here  the  full  time.  Perhaps  some  did  not 


want  to  come.  Perhaps  some  couldn't  afford  to  come. 
Distance  prevented  some  from  coming.  Sickness  kept 
others  from  the  Conference.  Local  schedules  of  some  of 
the    ministers    prevented    their    attendance. 

It  is  our  opinion,  as  we  have  been  privileged  to  attend 
all  three  of  these  Conferences,  that  every  minister  should 
desire  to  be  present,  and  should  make  every  effort  to 
attend.  We  also  feel  that  the  local  church  will  benefit 
greatly  by  having  their  minister  attend  future  Confer- 
ences. If  it  is  a  matter  of  finances  on  thei  part  of  the 
minister,  the  local  shurch  could  well  slip  the  pastor  an 
extra  ten  or  twenty  to  enable  him  to  attend.  If  it  is  a 
matter  of  local  schedule  conflicts  which  kept  ministers 
away  from  this  valuable  and  helpful  Conference,  it  is  our 
suggestion,  that,  inasmuch  as  possible,  local  churches  ar- 
range to  free  their  pastor  from  meetings,  etc.,  for  the 
time  of  future  Pastor's  Conferences.  The  Conference  is 
always  advertised  sufficiently  far  enough  ahead  that  the 
local  church  could  arrange  to  free  their  pastor,  enabling 
him  to  attend. 

We  feel  very  keening  about  this,  inasmuch  as  we  are 
convinced  that  the  one  to  benefit  the  most  from  the  Pas- 
tor's Conference  IS  THE  LOCAL  CHUKCHI  Our  pastors 
who  have  spent  these  three  days  in  the  sessions  at  Ash- 
land, are  returning  to  the  local  churches  more  inspired, 
lifted  up,  refreshed  spiritually,  mentally,  and  physically. 
They  have  dwelt  together  as  Brethren,  and  are  now  ready 
to  give  you,  the  lay  members  of  the  church  the  benefit 
of  their  inspiration,  new  plans,  new  ideas  as  given  to 
them  in  the  Conference. 

It  was  a  good  Conference,  and  as  the  blessings  of 
heaven  continue  to  flood  our  soul,  we  know  that  your 
work,  and  ours  will  benefit;  the  church  at  large  will  ad- 
vance, and  the  glory  will  go  to  the  Christ,  the  Lord  of 
glory.  W.  S.  B. 


PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE  ALUMNI  DINNERMEETING 

Friday,  April  27th—  6:30  P.  M.  E.  S.  T. 

VINCO  BRETHREN  FELLOWSHIP  HOUSE 

Price  of  meal  — $1.35 
Guest  Speaker  from  Ashland  College 
Friends  and  Prospective  A.  C.  Students  also  invited.  Reservations 
must  be  in  by  Monday,  April  23rd.  Send  to  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Wade  Burkhiart,  Mineral  Point,  Pa.,  R.  D.  1. 
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^^  fin   flppreciation  of  The  TBretkren  GhurcW^ 


Part  I 

TT  IS  THE  INTENT  of  this  address  to  develop  an  ap- 
preciation   of   the    Brethren   Church   anew.    In   this    of 
necessity  we   must  refer  to  the  background,  as  well  as 
the  current  movements  of  the  church. 

One  of  our  pastors  a  few  years  ago,  calling  on  one  of 
his  families,  discovered  from  his  wife  that  her  husband 
was  out  in  the  cornfield.  When  he  asked  about  the  health 
of  her  husband,  she  replied,  "Oh,  he  has  been  in  the  back- 
ground all  summer." 

Sometimes  it  would  seem  all  there  is  to  the  Brethren 
Church  is  background.  But  that  background  is  both  inter- 
esting and  fundamental  to  our  appreciation  of  the  church. 

There  are  three  things  particularly  we  can  say  of  those 
who  founded  the  church  in  1708  and  later. 


First, 

truth. 


they  were   searchers   for  Biblical   and   Christian 


Second,  they  were  doers  of  the  Word,  and  suited  their 
literal  interpretation  of  the  Word  to  their  deeds.  Thus 
they  came  to  observe  the  ordinances. 

In  the  Third  place  they  were  a  self-sacrificing  people: 
For  Christian  freedom  and  for  conscience  sake.  "Count 
the  Cost,"  was  a  hymn  composed  by  Alexander  Mack,  and 
sung  by  the  Brethren  at  every  baptismal  service. 

They  were  a  non-political  people  separating  themselves 
from  the  state  as  a  worldly  institution,  which  also  caused 
them  to  take  the  non-resistance  course;  that  meant  much 
suffering. 

Much  of  their  energy  was  spent  in  preserving  their 
rediscovered  heritage. 

But  like  the  early  church  their  missionary  efforts  were 
a  result  more  of  circumstance  than  design.  They  moved 
to  America  for  self-preservation;  and  then  as  Brumbaugh 


characterized  them  when  they  arrived  here,  "they  built 
for  themselves  homes,  that  their  homes  might  keep 
them." 

At  first  they  ware  a  schooled  people,  interested  in 
learning  and  teaching.  When  circumstances  of  survival 
dictated  that  they  move  to  America,  many  changes  took 
place. 

Their  distinct  and  almost  fanatical  conservatism,  ad- 
hering to  the  old  order  of  things,  was  a  change  from 
their  original  position  of  freedom  to  live  accoi'ding  to 
conscience,  as  guided  by  the  Bible  and  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  order  of  dress  was  an  accumulative  dictatorial  order 
of  the  church,  in  contrast  to  their  earlier  practices.  Their 
growing  resistance  against  higher  education,  was  a 
change  from  their  earlier  interest  in  education.  They  were 
a  people  who  had  one  of  the  first  Sunday  Schools  in  this 
country,  if  not  in  the  world,  and  then  came  to  the  posi- 
tion where.  Annual  Meeting  after  Annual  Meeting,  they 
discouraged  and  even  forbade  the  Sunday  School  move- 
ment. From  a  very  meager  type  of  government  in  the 
eighteenth  and  early  nineteenth  centuries  they  developed 
an  extremely  close  and  centralized  government,  whose 
decisions  handed  down  were  final.  Standing  Committee 
became  for  them  a  supreme  court,  and  the  exercise  of 
avoidance  was  as  tight  as  excommunication  was  for  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

These  factors  caused  the  church  to  look  almost  con- 
stantly within,  to  the  neglect  of  her  great  missionary 
opportunities.  Evangelism  as  such,  became  almost  taboo, 
and  in  some  respects  entirely  so.  Having  been  raised  in 
a  home  where  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Old  Order, 
or  German  Baptist  Church,  I  was  never  once  spoken  to, 
and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  neither  were  any  of 
my  five  sisters  or  brother,  ever  spoken  to  about  our  souls' 
eternal  salvation,  nor  about  church  membership.  Yet  the 
Visit,    (either    deacons    or    elders),    came     to     visit    our 
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home  regularly  once  each  year  prior  to  communion.  In 
the  first  place,  children  were  never  expected  to  be  in- 
terested in  church  membership.  However,  the  heads  of 
their  homes  were  expected  to  care  for  this  interest  as 
youth  came  to  maturity.  But  the  church  provided  very 
little,  or  a  very  meager  evangelistic  appeal. 

The  energy  of  the  church  was  spent  in  maintaining 
status  quo,  and  very  little  progress  was  being  made 
from  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  on. 

It  was  a  fore-gone  conclusion  this  order  of  things 
could  not  be  maintained,  in  a  country  where  its  society 
was  continually  changing  and  growing,  geographically, 
politically,  educationally  and   religiously. 

Great  r-evivals  were  sweeping  over  the  land,  wave  upon 
wave;  but  the  stayed  order  of  the  church  steered  its  con- 
stituency clear  from  these  movements.  Consequently  de- 
nor»inations  like  the  Methodists,  United  Brethren,  Luth- 
erans, Reforms,  Presbyterians,  Baptists  and  others,  ap- 
pealed to  the  populace  of  their  days  and  went  circles 
around  the  Brethren,  in  their  development,  even  though 
they  were  in  on  the  ground  floor  of  this  country  relig- 
iously. 

Annual  Meeting  itself  was  set  up  as  a  resistance  move- 
ment at  first,  rather  than  a  conference  for  constructive 
thinking,  planning  and  action.  It  was  set  up  to  resist  a 
movement  prompted  by  Count  Zinzendorf,  a  Christian  en- 
thusiast, who  endeavored  to  make  of  one  body,  all  Ger- 
man speaking  churches,  such  as  Lutherans,  Baptists,  Re- 
forms, and  Bunkers,  as  the  Brethren  were  spoken  of  in 
those  early  days.  This  attitude  can  be  explained  when  it 
is  considered,  that  because  of  these  same  bodies  having 
become  state  churches  in  Germany,  after  the  Peace  of 
Westphalia,  and  were  the  main  backing  of  all  the  per- 
secution the  Brethren  bore  there. 

There  is  something  of  a  sense  in  which  the  history 
of  the  German  Baptists  was  something  of  a  repetition  of 
the  Dark  Ages,  which  was  broken  by  the  Renaissance. 
About  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  there  was  a 
slow  growing  movement  to  break  the  shackels  of  the  ex- 
treme conservatism  of  the  church.  This  movement  was 
expressed  through  publications  that  began  to  appeal  to 
tiie  members  of  the  church.  Schools  for  the  training  of 
the   youth   of   the   church   began  to   be    opened.   Evange- 


lists began  to  hold  series  of  protracted  meetings  in  the 
churches.  Sunday  Schools  were  multiplying  at  an  ever 
increasing  rate.  New  types  of  appeals  were  being  sent 
for  Standing  Committee,  and  Annual  Meeting,  decisions. 
The  church  was  coming  to  be  more  and  more  alerted  to 
greater  considerations  for  promoting  the  Lord's  work. 

It  was  inevitable  like  in  every  great  movement  that 
mistakes  would  be  iiriade.  Yet  caution  must  be  inducted 
here,  lest  we  who  pose  as  judges  of  the  past,  discover 
some  day,  our  own  judgment  express  more  prejudice 
than  judgment  or  justice.  But  like  every  movement  that 
confronts  the  Lord's  people,  the  hour  of  decision  had 
come,  and  every  member  of  the  church  was  placed  on 
the  judge's  seat,  to  pass  sentence  first  upon  his  own  posi- 
tion, and  then  upon  others. 

As  a  result,  there  were  three  bodies  shaped  from  the 
contentions    for   the    faith,    they   all    sincerely    professed. 

First,  there  was  the  withdrawal  of  the  most  conserva- 
tive element  of  the  day,  into  their  own  separate  way. 
This  separation  resulted  in  the  German  Baptist,  or  Old 
Order  church.  This  group  of  Brethren  and  churches  are 
truly  characterized  by  their  strict  adherance  to  the  order 
of  the  church.  That  is,  the  church,  through  its  Annual 
Meeting,  made  the  rules,  for  not  only  the  moral  living, 
and  the  doctrinal  teachings;  but  also  for  the  pattern  and 
cut  of  the  hair,  as  well  as  of  the  dress. 

In  the  second  place,  there  was  the  exercise  of  Annual 
Meeting,  at  Arnold's  Gi-ove,  in  Indiana,  in  1882,  in  ac- 
cepting the  report  of  a  special  committee,  to  wait  upon 
Elder  H.  R.  Holsinger,  which  report,  so  formed  when 
accepted,  disfellowshiped  this  brother  from  the  church. 
The  inevitable  movement  of  sympathizers  with  this  broth- 
er, occasioned  the  formation  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

Brother  Holsinger  represented  that  enthusiastic,  if  not 
in  some  instances,  almost  a  fanatical  movement  through 
those  years,  urging  the  progressive  element  of  the  church 
to  pursue  the  Lord's  work  anew. 

The  third  group  formed  from  this  upheaval  was  the 
large  middle  ground  body  that  maintained  its  unity 
around  the  church  organization.  With  the  two  then  pre- 
vailing extremes  having  formed  their  own  organizations, 

(Contiwied  on  Page)  8) 


NOTICE  TO 
THE  BRETHREN  IN  AND  AROUND  PHOENIX,  ARIZONA. 

THE  BRETHREN  will  hold  their  2nd  Fellowship  meeting  with  a 
picnic — Sunday,  May  13th,  at  5:00  P.  M.  (Mother's  Day).  The  picnic  will 
be  at  Tempe  City  Park  at  1st  and  Mill  on  the  west  edge  of  the  city  of 
Tempe. 

A  group  of  Tucson  Brethren  will  attend  for  inspiration  and  encour- 
agement. All  Brethren  and  friends  of  that  area  are  cordially  invited. 

ANY  BRETHREN— ANYWHERE— knowing  of  Brethren  in  that 
area  are  urged  to  either  notify  them  of  this  gathering,  or  write  at  once 
to:  Rev.  Vernon  Grisso,  115  N.  Bryant  Ave.,  Tucson,  Arizona,  giving 
name  and  address  of  the  same. 

Vernon  Grisso. 
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MISSIONARY     DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY   BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
524    College    Ave..    Ashland.    Ohio.    Phone:    39582 


Contributing   Editors:    W.    CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE,   Gen.   Sec'y. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER,   Adm.   Awiitant 


About  DOC,  JEAN  AND  DENNIS^af  Waka 


March  26,  1956 
Dear  Secretary  and  Under  Secretary: 

According  to  our  record  this  letter  is  somewhat  over- 
due, but  better  late  than  never.  I  heard  my  wife  say  that 
she  would  write;  maybe  it  would  be  good  for  us  to  change 
jobs,  because  I've  been  writing  letters  and  she's  been 
studying  Bura.  In  between  sessions  of  trying  to  assist 
both  of  us,  Dennis  is  playing,  tormenting  and  scaring  the 
other  members  of  our  family — yes,  we  just  had  an  addi- 
tion. 

...  I'd  better  explain  the  addition — Miss  Shisler,  a 
teacher  here  at  V/aka  has  a  white  cat  which  had  two 
kittens  about  six  or  eight  weeks  ago  and  she's  been  try- 
ing to  find  a  home  for  them;  so  we  took  them  on  this 
week.  Dennis  and  the  kittens  both  give  out  about  three 
every  day  and  have  to  take  naps  (not  together  though). 
The  kittens  are  usually  in  the  pantry  for  naps;  they  like 
to  sleep  on  top  of  the  canned  goods;  the  metal  on  the 
tins  may  be  cool,  but  it  certainly  isn't  very  soft. 

There  was  a  baptism  here  at  Waka  on  Sunday.  About 
3  or  10  were  baptized.  The  crowd  was  so  great  I  couldn't 
even    get    a   glimpse   of   the    proceedings  no   matter   how 


far  I  stretched  my  neck.  The  stream  is  very  small  and 
there  are  lots  of  trees  and  bushes  along  the  banks,  mak- 
ing it  very  difficult  to  see  anything.  We  could  sing  along 
with  the  others  though;  they  sang  a  verse  of  "0  Happy 
Day"  after  each  baptism  as  the  persons  were  entering 
the  water  and  leaving.  Of  course  it  was  all  in  Bura;  so 
we  could  get  only  snatches  here  and  there;  but  we  are 
learning  slowly. 

We  just  received  notice  about  things  being  sent  into 
the  country  and  the  request  from  the  headquarters  at 
Garkida  is  that  things  being  sent  are  to  be  marked  "un- 
solicited gift";  otherwise  it  is  necessary  to  get  an  im- 
port license  and  write  to  the  shipping  agents  in  Lagos.  If 
any  of  our  friends  send  anything  to  us  they  are  sup- 
posed to  mark  it  as  above  indicated  to  avoid  loss  and 
delay  .  .  . 

We're  all  very  busy  and  enjoying  our  work.  Greet  any 
of  our  friends  around  A.  C.  for  us.  We  think  of  you 
all  often  and  would  like  to  have  a  little  chat  with  you, 
but  letters  will  have  to  suffice. 

In  His  Service, 

Doc,  Jean  and  Dennis. 


BISCHOFS'  ITINERARY— May 


May  1 

Cambria  County  Brethren  Christian  Endeavor 

May  2 

Waynesboro 

May  3 

Bea  at  2nd  church  in  Johnstown,  Mother  and 

Daughter  banquet;   Bob  at  Berlin 

May  4-6 

Berlin 

May  7-8 

New    Lebanon 

May  9, 10 

Bryan  (tentative) 

May  11-13 

Elkhart  (Bob  at  Teegarden  May  11th.) 

May  14-15 

Mission  Board   Meeting — Ashland 

May  16 

Akron,  Ohio 

May  18 

Ohio  District  Laymen — Mansfield 

May  20 

Garber  Memorial — Ashland 

May  21 

Pleasant  Hill 

May  22 

West  Alexandria 

May  23 

Oakville 

May  24 

Huntington 

May  25 

College  Corner 

May  27 

Dutchtown,  Warsaw  and  County  Line 

May  28 

Ardmore 

WHAT   ARE   YOU    DOING 

FOR   FOREIGN    MISSIONS? 

Our  foreign  mission  program  is  growing;  consequently 
the  gifts  supporting  this  work  must  grow  too.  GIVE 
LIBERALLY! 

Foreign   Mission   receipts   for   March — $668,03. 


STEWARDSHIP  VERSUS  SCHEMES 

A  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  CHURCHES  today  are  no 
longer  using  questionable  fund-raising  schemes,  but 
have  turned  to  the  New  Testament  for  a  better  way  and 
have  found  both  joy  and  blessing  as  a  result.  Here  are 
two  testimonies,  indicative  of  this  trend: 

General  Assembly  of  Presbyterians  urges 
Evaluation  of  fund-raising  projects! 

Neckties,  vanilla,  dish  rags,  birthday  cards  and  the  like 
may  equal  something,  but  it  isn't  Christian  stewardship. 

From  time  to  time  ministers  across  the  nation  have 
been  receiving  letters  such  as   the  following: 

"There  has  been  a  big  change  in  our  fund-raising  plan 
for  Protestant  Churches.  It  ought  to  work  out  to  your 
great  advantage  ..." 

"With  permission,  we  send  to  the  Church  or  Society  a 
display  of  seventy-two  different  neckties  ..." 

The  last  General  Assembly  urged  each  church  to  ex- 
amine and  evaluate  all  fund-raising  projects  with  partic- 
ular reference  to  their  stewardship  principles  and  spirit- 
ual values.  Those  which  are  not  in  accord  with  such  spir- 
itual principles  and  values  should  be  eliminated. 

In  case  you  missed  the  full  General  Assembly  state- 
ment, it  follows  here: 

"It  is  recommended  that  every  church  in  our  denomi- 
nation and  the  organizations  in  every  church  seek  to 
obtain   their   financial   support   through   the   development 
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of  stewardship,  and  that  sessions  be  urged  to  examine 
land  evaluate  all  fund-raising  projects  promoted  by  their 
churches  and  organizations  with  particular  reference  to 
their  stewardship  principles  and  spiritual  values,  with 
view  to  eliminating  those  which  are  not  in  accord  with 
such  spiritual  principles  and  values."  .  .  .  from  quarterly 
publication.  Department  of  Stewardship  and  Promotion, 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.   S.   A. 

By  way  of  interpretation  .  .  . 

As  more  church  leaders  acquire  methods  and  tech- 
niques of  invoking  a  true  stewardship  response  to  the 
financial  claims  of  Kingdom  work,  spiritually  devitaliz- 
ing money-raising  schemes  are  being  discarded.  The  Stew- 
ardship Department  is  glad  to  report  significant  gains  in 
the  number  of  churches  whose  members  now  conduct  an 
annual  canvass  to  enlist  a  majority  of  members  in  sup- 
port of  spiritual  goals  represented  in  the  local  budget. 

Protestantism  in  general  is  making  its  stewardship 
witness  clear  that  "commercialism  in  the  church  kills  the 
very  lesson  we  of  the  church  must  teach:  "It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  The  articles  above  are 
samples  of  the  resurgence  of  faith  in  the  scriptural  way 
of  supporting  the  work  of  the  church;  a  way  that  en- 
hances the  spiritual  life  of  each  contributor,  even  as 
"first-day-of-the-week"  sharing  enlarges  congregational 
giving. 

— Harl   Russell,   Stewardship   and    Brotherhood    Fund 
Secretary  General  Brotherhood  Board,  Elgin,  111. 


INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Baptismal  services  for  12  were 
held  on  March  25th.  These  were  received  into  the  church 
at  the  same  time.  Two  were  received  by  letter. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Brother  J.  D.  Hamel  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  North  Liberty  Brethren  Easter 
Sunrise   Service. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Baptismal  services  were  con- 
ducted on  April  1st. 

A  new  tract  rack  has  been  placed  in  the  vestibule  of 
the  church,  a  gift  of  one  of  the  members. 

"The  Gospel-Aires,"  Jubilee  singers,  from  Dayton,  are 
scheduled  to   sing   in   the  Muncie   church   on  April   22nd. 


PAGE  SEVEN 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  Baptismal  services  are 
scheduled  for  April  22nd. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Dr.  Glenn  Clayton,  President  of 
Ashland  College,  is  scheduled  to  speak  in  the  Goshen 
Church  on  April  29th. 

HOWE,  INDIANA,  BRIGHTON  CHAPEL.  Brother 
Smith  F.  Rose  will  bring  the  Baccalaureate  message  on 
April  29th  for  the  Mongo  High  School  service. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Baptismal  services  were  held 
the  afternoon  of  April  8th. 

AKRON,  INDIANA.  Brother  Ralph  McFadden  reports 
their  Easter  attendances  as:  Worship,  125;  S.  S.,  120; 
Evening,  52. 

Brother  McFadden  notes  that  their  attendances  for  the 
past  thi'ee  months  have  been  "better  than  before." 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Arthur  H.  Tinkel  re- 
ports that  their  Sunday  School  average  attendance  for 
the  last  quarter  was  107,  an  increase  of  16  over  one  year 
ago.  Average  church  attendance  is  also  higher. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Brother  Vernon  D.  Grisso  re- 
ports Easter  attendances  as  follows:  S.  S.,  214;  Worship, 
220. 

March  average  attendances:  S.  S.,  105  in  1955,  and  150 
in  1956;  Worship,  90  in  1955,  and  128  in  1956. 


COMING  EVENTS 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.  Annual  Dedication  Day  Anniver- 
sary and  Roll  Call — April  22nd,  morning  and  afternoon 
— Rev.  W.  S.  Crick,  Speaker;  also  at  Quiet  Dell,  evening; 
Rev.  Cecil  Bolton,  Jr.,  Pastor. 


PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

BRETHREN  LAYMEN 

SPRING  RALLY— APRIL  30,  1956 

7:00  P.  M.  Prevailing  Time 

JOHNSTOWN  3RD  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

An  interesting  program  is  being  arranged. 

John  J,  Golby. 


SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT  YOUTH  RALLY 
MAURERTOWN,    VIRGINIA,    BRETHREN    CHURCH 

May  4th  _  6:00    P.  M.  E.  S.  T. 
Banquet— $1.00 

PROGRAM  MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES:  Dr.  Joseph  Shidtz,  Mrs. 
Shultz  at  the  piano.  Stunts,  skits.  Rev.  Klingensmith  will  tell  of  Camp 
Plans  for  1956. 

Young   people    from    Southeastern   District    Churches:    COME! 

Mrs.  John  F.  Locke,  Secretary, 
Christian  Education  Committee  of  the 
Southeastern  District  Conference. 
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AN    APPRECIATION   OF   THE    BRETHREN    CHURCH 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

the  Church  of  the  Brethren  continued  to  own  and  control 
most  of  the  church  properties.  They  were  nicknamed 
the  Consei-vatives  because  they  continued  the  same  type 
of  conservative  church  government  and  practices  as  be- 
fore. While  at  the  same  time  they  continued  to  have 
within  their  fellowship  remnants  of  the  elements  of  the 
extremes  of  conservatism  and  progressivism,  each  sub- 
mitted to  the  order  of  the  church,  and  each  brought  to 
bear  a  more  dignified  and  unassuming  pressure,  to  change 
the  order  of  the  church  to  what  it  is  today.  And  today 
this  branch  of  Dunkerism  is  still  much  the  stronger  nu- 
merically than  the  other  two  bodies,  and  in  fact  is  in 
many  ways  more  progressive  than  our  folks  who  bear 
the  name. 

But  there  is  a  sense  among  some  of  us,  that  this  pro- 
gressive swing  with  them  was  not  too  discerning  between 
being  progressive  in  methods  of  accomplishment  and  be- 
ing progressive  in  a  more  liberal  interpretation  of  the 
Scriptures.  With  them  the  same  policy  of  fellowshipping 
all,  regardless  of  the  liberal,  or  conservative  approach 
to  the  Word,  still  continues. 

So  today  the  differences  between  these  two  bodies  are 
entirely  different  from  the  differences  in  1882.  These  are 
generalities;  but  I  believe  are  understood  by  the  Church 
of  the   Brethren  and  Brethren  alike. 

Relative  to  the  continued  relationship  of  these  two 
bodies,  the  Brethren  are  quite  unanimous  in  continuing 
a  friendly  and  cooperative  relationship.  But  when  it 
comes  to  merger,  the  Brethren  are  not  at  all  agreed.  Some- 
times it  would  seem  we  have  placed  ourselves  in  posi- 
tion, by  those   of  oun  number  overzealous    for    merger, 

ananGnnnnaananaanannnananaaaannannDDDQUP 
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FIRST-LOVE  IMPACT! 

An  Indian  had  a  two-dollar  bill.  It  was  not  in 
the  form  in  which  he  wanted  that  money.  He 
asked  a  bishop  if  he  had  two  one-dollar  bills,  and 
if  so,  would  he  exchange  them  for  the  two-dollar 
bill.  The  bishop  was  able  to  accommodate  his 
friend,  and  was  not  averse  to  doing  so.  But  he 
was  eager  to  know  the  reason  for  the  request. 
In  reply  to  his  inquiry  the  red  man  said  he  want- 
ed to  give  one  dollar  to  Jesus  and  he  wanted  his 
wife  to  have  the  other  dollar  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. The  bishop  suspected  that  was  all  the  money 
the  two  had  between  them,  and  on  asking  he 
found  it  was.  He  was  about  to  remonstrate  with 
them  for  giving  all  they  had,  even  to  so  worthy 
a  cause;  but  he  had  not  gotten  far  when  he  was 
interrupted  by  the  Indian,  who  said,  "It  might 
be  too  much  for  a  white  man  to  give,  but  not  for 
such  an  Indian,  who  has  heard  this  year  for  the 
first  time  of  the  love  of  Jesus." — Selected. 
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where   an   apology   is   due   the    Church   of  the    Brethren. 
But   time    and   circumstances  do   help   to    modulate   mis- 
understandings and  their  causes.  While  this  brief  explana-  , 
tion  is    personal,    I    do    think   it   expresses  fairly   clearly  ' 
the  mind  of  the  Brethren. 

Now    to    continue    what    this   address    purports    to    be, 
"An   Appreciation    of   the    Brethren    Church,"    let   us    go  i 
back  to  the  beginning  of  our  own  church  73  years  ago. 
Relative  to  this  history,  we  have  been  entirely  too  silent 
and  too  disinterested. 

We  had  very  few  churches  with  which  to  start.  The 
largest  assets  of  the  church  were  the  self-sacrificing  pas- 
tors, who  yielded  their  lives  to  the  circumstances  and 
occasions  at  hand.  Those  who  literally  went  everyAvhere 
and  preached  the  Gospel.  Whei*ever  there  were  two  or 
three  Brethren  and  a  school-house  open  to  them,  there 
our  ministerial  fathers  went.  Generally  they  started  with 
a  series  of  protracted  meetings,  sometimes  lasting  four, 
five  and  six  weeks,  and  in  certain  instances,  longer.  While 
these  men  preached  the  whole  Gospel  of  salvation,  they 
never  neglected  their  emphasis  upon  the  ordinances  of 
the  church.  Consequently  those  who  joined  these  Breth- 
ren churches  were  thoroughly  indoctrinated,  and  knew 
what  made  them  Brethren. 

These  Brethren  were  nick-named  Progressive  as  much 
in  derision,  as  in  fact  and  deed.  But  like  those  of  the 
way,  who  "Were  called  Christians  first  at  Antioch,"  their 
new  nick-name  became  a  revered  name,  and  one  they 
lived  by. 

However,  the  name  Progressive  never  refei'red  to  any 
liberalism  in  theology.  They  never  moved  from  the  fun- 
damentals of  the  Gospel  when  they  separated  from  the 
larger  body  of  the  Dunker  faith.  Rather,  their  progress- 
iveness  was  in  the  field  of  evangelism,  and  in  education, 
as  well  as  in  a  paid  ministry,  in  contrast  to  the  so-called 
free  ministry.  Although  at  first  that  paid  ministry  was 
exceedingly  small  support.  This  may  help  to  explain  how 
men  like  S.  H.  Bashor,  and  others  of  his  ambition,  yielded 
to  some  of  the  money-making  schemes  of  their  day,  some 
of  which  turned  out  questionable,  and  undermined  much 
of  their  good  efforts  in  promoting  the  Gospel  through 
the  Brethren  Church.  But  steadily  the  church  began  to 
see  the  necessity  of  supporting  its  ministry  for  full  time 
pastoral  services.  The  record  of  success  in  the  churches 
where  this  support  was  given,  became  quite  convincing 
of  its  necessity,  approval  and  practice. 

On  the  other  hand  the  very  lack  of  support  for  our 
pastors  in  those  early  days,  or  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  caused  many  of  those  pastors  to 
extend  their  efforts  in  protracted  meetings,  where  addi- 
tional income  helped   them   to   raise   their  families. 

This  contributing  necessity  added  to  that  early  impetus 
in  the  planting  of  many  congregations. 

A  brief  scan  of  our  statistical  reports  around  1920  re- 
vealed that  we  had  only  half  the  number  of  congrega- 
tions we  had  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  Why  this  great 
loss?  Several  things  go  to  explain  it. 

First,  perhaps  the  invention  of  the  automobile  can  be 
used  to  explain  the  loss  of  more  of  those  congregations. 
This  new  means  of  transportation  enabling  Brethren  to 
travel  farther  made  many  of  the  cross-road  churches 
seemingly  unnecessary.  I  emphasize  "seemingly  unneces- 
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sary."  For  other  denominations  had  too,  their  cross-road 
chui'ches,  who  continued  to  maintain  them  and  many  of 
them  to  this  very  day,  to  the  success  of  their  church 
as  a  whole.  They  have  served  and  continue  to  serve  as 
feeders  to  the  more  centralized  churches;  besides  they 
continue  to  serve  each  in  their  own  small  way  descendants 
of  their  founders. 

In  the  second  place,  a  contributing  cause  for  losing 
many  of  these  small  churches  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in 
all  of  our  history,  we  Brethren  never  did  provide  a 
proper  care  for  them.  Although  the  support  for  those 
pastors  was  small,  the  number  of  pastors  to  support  was 
also  small.  Since  the  church  took  the  stand,  backing 
away  from  a  free-ministry,  there  was  no  one  provided 
in  many  instances  to  keep  the  services  in  many  of  these 
churches  going.  As  a  result,  small  churches  merged  all 
over  the  Brotherhood  to  develop  congregations  large 
enough  to  support  a  pastor  for  full  time  service.  While 
this  met  the  need  in  its  way,  the  church  lost  very  heavily 
in  these  mergers.  Then  too,  there  was  no  studied  or 
systematic  way  in  accomplishing  these  mergers,  and 
many  left  behind  in  these  cross-road  churches,  felt  and 
said  their  church  was  taken  from  them,  and  they  never 
did  align  themselves  with  the  church  farther. 

In  the  third  place  many  of  these  churches  were  planted 
ill-advisedly,  in  the  zeal  to  plant  churches  and  hold  meet- 
ings. This  natui-ally  reflects  upon  a  lack  of  an  under- 
standable church  polity. 

Nevertheless,  we  must  acknowledge  today,  there  just 
would  be  no  Brethren  Church,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
faithfulness  of  the  Brethren,  both  laity  and  elders,  in  the 
first  50  years  in  her  history.  And  if  these  frank  remarks 
seeking  to  call  to  mind  a  brief  picture  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  are  at  all  interpreted  to  reflect  ill  upon  the  im- 


portance and  the  good  quality  of  that  earlier  move- 
ment, then  these  words  would  he  better,  had  they  never 
been  written.  For  this  address  is  set  to  culture  an  ap- 
preciation of  the  Brethren  Church.  There  are  a  few  things 
we  should  never  forget. 

These  early  Brethren  by  the  grace  of  the  Lord  made 
the  Brethren  Church  and  gave  it  to  succeeding  genera- 
tions. They  developed  it  by  yielding  to  the  new  circum- 
stances into  which  they  were  cast.  They  moulded  a  new 
pattern.  They  did  the  best  they  could  and  then  threw  the 
torch  to  you  and  me. 

They  were  men  and  women  progressive  in  their  think- 
ing. They  yielded  to  the  methods  of  their  day  that  got 
results  for  the  Lord.  These  Brethren  secured  Ashland 
College  and  Seminary  from  both  physical,  finaneial  and 
spiritual  ruin.  These  Brethren  gave  us  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing Company  and  a  Brethren  literature.  These  Breth- 
ren started  the  foreign  missionary  movement  in  the 
church.  These  Brethren  developed  the  S.  S.  C.  E.  (Sisters' 
Society  of  Christian  Endeavor)  which  has  developed  into 
our  W.  M.  S.  of  today.  These  Brethren  developed  Chris- 
tian Endeavor  Societies,  that  at  one  time  was  the  great- 
est appeal  to  our  youth,  and  led  many  a  young  man  into 
the  Christian  ministry.  These  Brethren  gave  the  church 
a  supported  ministry.  These  Brethren  developed  our  Gen- 
eral as  well  as  our  District  Conferences.  These  Brethren 
developed  Sunday  Schools  wherever  they  built  churches. 
In  fact,  the  Pennsylvania  District  Conference  is  an  out- 
growth of   Sunday  School   Conventions. 

So,  before  we  become  too  critical  and  emphasize  what 
they  did  not  do,  let  us  be  fair  and  ask,  "What  have  we 
built  upon  their  foundation?" 

(Continued  next   week) 


SEVEN  SHORT  RULES  FOR  YOUNG  CHRISTIANS 


1.  Never  neglect  daily  private  prayer;  and 
when  you  pray,  remember  that  God  is  present, 
and  that  He  hears  your  prayers.  (Heb.  11:6.) 

2.  Never  neglect  daily  private  Bible  reading; 
and  when  you  read,  remember  that  God  is  speak- 
ing to  you,  and  that  you  are  to  believe  and  act 
upon  what  He  says.  I  believe  that  all  backsliding 
begins  with  neglect  of  those  two  rules.  (John 
5:39.) 

3.  Never  profess  to  ask  God  for  anything  you 
do  not  want.  Tell  Him  the  truth  about  yourself 
however  bad  it  makes  you;  and  ask  Him  for 
Christ's  sake  to  forgive  you  for  what  you  are, 
and  to  make  you  what  you  ought  to  be.  (John 
4:24.) 

4.  Never  let  a  day  pass  without  trying  to  do 


Jesus  has  done  for  you,  and  ask  yourself,  What 
have  I  done  for  Him  today?  (Matt.  5:13-16.) 

5.  If  ever  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  a  thing 
being  right  or  wrong,  go  to  your  room,  kneel 
down  and  ask  God's  blessing  on  it.  (Col.  3:17). 
If  you  cannot  do  this  it  is  wrong.  (Rom.  14:23.) 

6.  Never  take  your  Christianity  from  Chris- 
tians, or  argue  that,  because  such  and  such  a 
people  do  so  and  so,  therefore  you  may.  (I  Cor. 
9:12.)  You  ask  yourself,  "How  would  Christ  act 
in  my  place?"  and  strive  to  follow  Him.  (John 
10:12.) 

7.  Never  believe  what  you  feel  if  it  contra- 
dicts God's  word.  Ask  yourself,  "Can  what  I  feel 
be  true?"  and  if  both  cannot  be  true,  believe  God 
and  make  your  own  heart  the  liar.    (Rom.  3:4. 


something  for  Jesus.  Every  night  reflect  on  what     I  John  5:10,  11.) — Selected. 
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REPORT  FROM  MANTECA,  CALIFORNIA 
(Picture  of  the  Choir  on  Page  One) 


ON  PALM  SUNDAY,  March  25,  1956,  at  7:30  the 
First  Brethren  Church  Choir  of  Manteca,  California, 
presented  the  cantata,  "The  Easter  Sunrise  Song"  by 
Fred  B.  Holton.  On  that  Sunday  the  Young  People's 
Choir,  directed  by  Mrs.  Merle  Johnson,  which  is  the  Sun- 
day evening  choir  and  presents  a  special  number  on  Sun- 
day evenings,  gave  the  morning  anthem,  "The  Palms." 

The  Manteca  Church  has  a  music  committee  of  five 
members  as  provided  by  its  constitution  which  is  modeled 
after  the  suggested  constitution  in  The  Brethren  Hand- 
book. This  committee  organizes  the  music  work  of  the 
congregation,  chooses  the  choir  directors  and  pianists, 
and  handles  the  problems  concerning  the  music  of  the 
church. 

The  choir  pictured  (page  1)  has  been  very  active  over 
a  period  of  years,  and  contributes  much  to  the  morning 
worship  service  by  furnishing  a  special  number  and  an 
anthem  each  Sunday.  The  choir  plans  to  give  concerts 
quarterly  and  to  use  the  offerings  to  build  up  an  organ 
fund.  The  Easter  cantata  was  the  first  of  these  concerts. 

Since  our  last  report  to  The  Brethren  Evangelist  the 
Manteca  Church  has  adopted  an  over-all  budget  to  cover 
local  needs  and  denominational  contributions,  which  totals 
$6,782.00.  The  church  auditorium  has  been  replastered, 
and  the  plaster  and  woodwork  given  a  very  light  tint  of 
green.  The  W.  M.  S.  has  installed  maroon  velvet  drapes 
for  the  pulpit  platform. 

A  recent  red  letter  event  was  Cradle  Roll  Day,  arranged 
by  the  superintendent  of  the  cradle  roll,  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Schmeidt;  144  were  present  at  the  moi'ning  worship  hour, 


News    From    Our 
Churches 


REVIVAL  AT  FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA 

The  Lord  has  blessed  us  wonderfully  at  Falls  City  for 
which  we  praise  His  name.  We  had  a  revival  meeting 
which  really  revived  the  membership  of  the  church  and 
resulted  in  several  decisions  for  Christ.  The  singing  was 
exceptionally  good  with  specials  at  every  service.  The 
organo  and  piano  were  used  together  during  the  services 
very  effectively.  The  pastor-evangelist  used  the  Saxo- 
phone during  the  meeting.  At  the  request  of  the  Church 
Board  the  pastor  led  his  own  music  so  we  were  evangelist 
and  song  leader. 

The  people  responded  wonderfully;  the  attendance  was 
good;   there   were   many  outsiders   present.   We  had  spe- 


and  twelve  children  were  dedicated  by  their  parents  to 
the  Lord.  At  the  noon  hour  a  dinner  was  held  for  tha 
cradle  roll  families  with  sixty-one  present. 

At  Easter  the  Sunday  School  classes  of  the  children, 
and  young  people  gave  a  program  during  the  Sunday 
school  hour.  215  were  present.  At  the  morning  worship 
hour  the  missionary  committee  presented  the  foreign 
missionary  picture  with  a  world  map  and  pictures  of  the 
missionaries  and  also  missionary  candidates.  Two  res- 
urrection anthems  were  given  by  the  choir.  Brother  Rob- 
ert Huse,  who  is  a  senior  at  the  Pacific  Bible  College, 
Asuza,  California,  led  in  devotions.  The  pastor  spoke 
on  the  theme:  "Christ  Lives."  190  were  present  for  this 
service.  The  Easter  choir  cantata  is  being  reported  in  The 
Evangelist  as  a  separate  news  item. 

Lately  the  social  committee  of  the  church  entertained 
the  higli  school  graduates  and  the  teen-agers  of  our 
church  at  a  formal  banquet.  The  program  consisted  of  a 
dramatic  reading,  a  pantomime,  and  messages  by  Rev. 
Bruce  Warner  and  the  pastor.  The  Youth  Choir,  directed 
by  Mrs.  Merle  Johnson,  plans  to  give  a  concert  on  the 
evening  of  Mother's  Day. 

The  Sunday  school  has  adopted  the  cross  and  crown 
pin  attendance  system.  At  Christmas  the  Sunday  school 
raised  a  gift  of  $120  for  Brethren  missionaries'  children. 
The  Sunday  school  is  growing  and  has  the  problem  of 
finding  adequate  room.  The  average  attendance  for  March 
was  156.  The  first  daily  vacation  Bible  school  for  the 
Manteca  Church  is  planned  for  July  16-29,  with  Mrs. 
Joseph  Whisman  as  superintendent.  All  lines  of  endeavor 
appear  to  be  co-ordinating  and  making  progress.  "Breth- 
ren, pray  for  us." 

— C.  Y.  Gilmer. 


cial  nights  and  various  groups  made  real  efforts  to  be 
present.  The  interest  aroused  was  exceptionally  fine.  Mrs. 
Bowman  gave  Scene-0-Felt  stories  several  evenings 
which  were  well  received. 

Each  afternoon,  Monday  through  Friday,  the  Booster 
Club  met  in  the  church  basement  right  after  school. 
These  interesting  Children's  meetings  were  conducted  by 
Mrs.  Bowman  assisted  by  Mrs.  Harvey  Hinz  and  Ruby 
Fine.  They  were  very  successful  and  well  attended. 
There  was  a  contest  between  the  boys  and  the  girls 
which  was  won  by  the  boys. 

There  were  15  decisions.  Eight  by  baptism,  3  by  letter 
and  4  reconsecrations.  Two  of  those  baptized  came  from 
other  denominations,  one  adult  from  the  Lutheran  and 
one   adult   from    the    Methodist   church. 

There  were  two  decisions  for  Christ  from  the  Morrill 
Church.  They  came  over  to  Falls  City  Easter  Sunday  af- 
ternoon and  were  baptized  with  the  eight  from  Falls  City 
making  a  total  by  baptism  of  10.  Morrill  was  very  faith- 
ful in  attending  the  revival.  It  was  a  thirty  mile  round 
trip    yet    someone    was    there    every    night   and    the    last 
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Sunday  night  a  delegation  of  25  attended.  The  Falls  City 
church  surely  appreciates  the  splendid  co-operation  of  the 
good  folks  from   Morrill. 

We  are  so  happy  that  the  Spirit  touched  hearts;  it  was 
a  thrilling  experience.  We  left  Easter  Sunday  night 
after  a  wonderful  Communion  service  to  hold  a  two 
weeks  meeting  for  Rev.  Burton  at  Mulvane,  Kansas. 

Many  people  co-operated  and  worked  faithfully  to  make 
the  meetings  a  real  success.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Downey  at 
the  organo;  Virginia  Bowman  at  the  piano.  Mrs.  Howard 
Grush  substituted  occasionally  and  Elnora  Fine  played 
[for  the  baptismal  service.  All  in  ail,  the  meeting  was 
very  helpful  to  the   Falls  City  church. 

J.    Milton   Bowman. 


CARLETON,  NEBRASKA 

Easter  Sunrise  Services  were  held  at  the  church  with 
a  nice  crowd  attending.  The  pageant,  "Garden  Miracle," 
was  presented  along  with  devotions  and  special  numbers. 

Communion  services  were  held  the  evening  of  April 
1st,  with  Rev.  Wilbur  Thomas  helping  the  pastor  in  the 
services. 

The  W.  M.  S.  held  their  public  Day  Service,  Sunday 
morning,  April  8th.  Mrs.  David  Sims,  guest  speaker,  gave 
a  very  inspiring  message  on  the  23rd  Psalm. 

C.  R.  Stogsdill. 


FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA 

The  Bowmans  have  been  with  the  Falls  City,  Nebraska 
and  Morrill,  Kansas,  churches  for  the  last  six  months 
jand  a  lot  of  work  has  been  accomplished  in  that  time. 
JThey  had  not  taken  a  day  off  for  rest  until  Christmas,  so 
jboth  churches  granted  them  a  week's  vacation  to  spend 
iwith  Mrs.  Bowman's  people  in  Michigan. 

||  We  have  been  doing  quite  a  little  reorganization  work 
iin  our  Sunday  School,  and  other  departments  of  the 
ijchurch.  Our  Mid-Week  prayer  service  has  grown  from 
j'an  attendance  of  8  to  12,  up  into  the  30s  and  40s.  We 
licall  it  the  "Hour  of  Power,"  and  it  is  truly  that.  We  have 
ia  good  choir,  directed  by  Harry  Hinz,  with  Mrs.  Wayne 
toowney  at  the(  organo. 

Our  Revival  opened  March  11th,  running  through  the 
18th.  Easter  Sunday,  seven  Juniors  and  two  adults  were 
baptized,    one    a    father    whose    wife    and    four    children 

(already  belonged,  one  mother  and  three  sons;  the  father 
awaits    baptism.    Two    of    the    Juniors    from   the    Morrill 
I'church.  Three  from  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  who  had 
[ibeen  worshipping  with  us  for  several   years,   came  into 
membership  by  letter. 

During  the  Sunday  School  hour,  Easter  morning,  the 
Easter  story  was  brought  in  by  five  scenes  by  way  of  the 
Scene-0-Felt,  by  Mrs.  Bowman,  which  was  very  much 
enjoyed  by  all. 

Rev.  Bowman  is  holding  a  two  weeks  meeting  at  Mul- 
vane, Kansas.  Our  prayers  go  with  him  that  he  may  be 
blessed    in    the    winning    of    souls    there,    as    he  was    at 


Falls  City.  Gil  Dodds,  of  Wheaton  College  was  our 
guest  speaker  April  4th  at  the  W.  M.  S.  Public  Ser- 
vice. We  are  looking  forward  to  a  visit  from  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Eppley,  a  former  pastor.  He  will  fill  our  pul- 
pit April  15th.  The  message  on  April  8th  was  given  by 
Mrs.  Bowman. 

Mary  E.  Rieger,  Cor.  Sec. 

ATTENTION 

OHIO  DISTRICT  PASTORS  AND  CHURCH 
TREASURERS 

Please  check  to  see  if  your  church  has 
paid  its  apportionment  for  District  Missions. 
This  year  is  well  along  and  some  churches 
have  not  paid  anything  on  their  apportion- 
ments; however,  several  churches  have  paid 
in  part  and  the  following  churches  are  paid 
in  full:  Bryan,  Columbus,  Glenford,  Louis- 
ville, Mansfield,  Newark,  New  Lebanon,  Wil- 
liamstown  and  Dayton. 

Make  out  all  checks  to  OHIO  DISTRICT 
MISSION  BOARD  and  send  to  W.  Clayton 
Berkshire,  Treasurer,  524  College  Avenue, 
Ashland,  Ohio. 

CONFERENCE  DATES 

INDIANA  DISTRICT.  June  11th  through  14th,  at  Ship- 
shewana  Lake,  Indiana. 

SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT.  June  19th  through  21st, 
at  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va. 

OHIO  DISTRICT.  July  12th  through  15th,  at  Linwood 
Park,  Vermillion,  Ohio. 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT.  July  16th  through  19th, 
at  Third  Brethren,  Johnstown,  Penna. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church  meets 
in  Ashland,  Ohio,  August  13th  through  19th. 


A  READING  Church 

is  an 

INFORMED  Church. 

Read  your 

Brethren  Evangelist 

every  week. 
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IPrayer  Wleeting 
Studies 


"FOR  THERE  ARE  CERTAIN  MEN  CREPT  IN 
UNAWARES  ..."  (JUDE  4) 

Aunt  Mary  fell  flat  for  the  new  pastor  Spratt; 

His  scholarship  sui-ely  did  win  her, 
His  ethical  spiel  had  a  pull  and  appeal 

For  this  dear  simple,  gullible  sinner. 
Why   the  Bible  had   errors!    Black  Hell  with  its   terrors 

She  could  see  now  was  nothing  but  libel. 
So  with  scissors  and  knife  and  with  anger  quite  rife 

She  proceeded  to  doctor  her  Bible. 
So  Jonah  and  the  whale   (?)  and  the  "Genesis  tale," 

The  "folklore,"  the  "myth"  were  extracted. 
She   cut  and   she  clipped,   she   erased,  tore  and   snipped. 

As  she  list  to  those  essays  protracted. 
But  now  she  must  quit  and  quietly  sit 

And  gaze  at  her  new  pastor  lover. 
Of  her  Bible  bereft  she  has  nothing  left 

But  a  map,  two  fly-leaves  and  a  cover. 

—P.  M.  Kadey. 

OUR  CHRIST  was  much  concerned  in  His  faithfully 
warning  us  of  false  prophets  (Matt.  7:13-23).  He 
clearly  foretold  that  there  would  be  MANY  false  proph- 
ets (Matt.  24:11,  24;  Mark  13:22).  These  false  teachers 
were  already  at  work  in  Paul's  day  (2  Cor.  11:13-15). 
Paul  upon  his  leave  of  the  pastorate  at  Ephesus  called 
the  official  board  together  and  warned  them  against 
grievous  wolves  seeking  to  riddle  the  flock  (Acts  20:28- 
30).  Paul  had  to  warn  the  Galatians  against  the  Juda- 
izers  (Gal.  2:4;  1:8,  9).  In  Paul's  faithfulness  to  Tim- 
othy he  had  to  give  him  warning  (2  Tim.  3:5-8). 

The  Apostle  John  had  to  deal  with  these  antichrists 
(1  John  4:1;  2  John  7).  Peter  also  gives  the  strongest  of 
warning  against  them  (2  Peter  2:1).  Faithful  Jude  ex- 
horts us  against  them  (Jude  3,  4). 

The  method  of  operation  by  the  false  prophets  is  under 
false  pretenses  (Matt.  7:15).  They  teach  perverse  things 
contrary  to  the  Bible  doctrine  to  draw  away  a  following 
(Acts  20:29,  30;  Rom.  16:17).  They  do  not  care  how 
much  trouble  and  heartache  they  may  cause  (Gal.  1:7). 
They  use  underhanded  schemes  (Gal.  2:4).  They  pretend 
to  be  very  devout  (2  Tim.  3:5).  They  meet  with  good 
success  because  the  people  are  gullible  for  attention  and 
are  eager  to  hear  some  new  thing  (2  Tim.  4:3;  2  Peter 
2:1,  2).  When  their  arguments  fail  they  resort  to  scoffing 
(2  Peter  3:3).  Where  they  cannot  take  over  they  with- 
draw and  take  as  many  as  possible  along  with  them  (1 
John  2:19). 

We  are  told  not  to  believe  everything  we  hear  but  to 
TEST  what  we  hear  by  the  pure  Word  of  God  (1  John 
4:1).  "Many  deceivers"  means  a  lot  of  deception  (2  John 
7).  Such  deceptive  workers  do  not  know  what  they  are 
talking  about  because  their  minds  are  closed  to  the  truth 
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(Jude  4:10,  18,  19).  And  yet  they  PROFESS  a  GREAT 
loyalty  to  Christ  (2  Cor.  11:13-15).  In  their  deceitfulness  \ 
they  are  SO  clever  that  if  it  were  possible  they  would 
deceive  the  very  elect  (Matt.  24:24).  Like  the  commun- 
istic agents  they  have  a  deliberate  design  of  creeping  in 
"unawares,"  and  "privilj'^"  bringing  in  "destructive  here- 
sies." Some  are  even  demonic  and  diabolic,  so  much  J 
are  they  the  ministers  of  Satan  (1  Tim.  4:1). 

Why  are  seemingly  intelligent  people  so  easily  duped 
by  Satan?  Some,  the  Bible  teaches,  stoop  for  reward 
(2  Peter  2:3,  15;  Jude  11;  1  Tim.  6:5).  Some  are  looking 
for  advantage  (Jude  16).  Some  are  covetous  (2  Peter 
2:14).  The  founders  of  false  cults  have  raised  to  tiiem- 
selves  immense  wealth.  And  then  others  have  sensual 
lusts  (Jude  18,19).  These  are  the  motives  Bible-givea 
for  false  ministries. 

We  Christians  are  to  avoid  all  such  (Romans  16:17), 
contribute  nothing  to  them  (2  John  10,  11),  withdraw 
from  them  (1  Tim.  6:5;  2  Cor.  «:14,  17).  Instead,  we  are 
to  earnestly  contend  FOR  the  true  faith  (whioh  was 
ONCE  for  all  time  delivered  to  the  saints   (Jude  3). 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.   Anderson 


Lesson  for  April  29,  1956 

THE  CHURCH  RBACHES  OUT 

Lesson:  Acts  8:4-8,   14-17,   26-28,  34-35 

"GO  YE  INTO  ALL  THE  WORLD,  and  preach  the 
Gosp&l,"  was  the  command  of  Christ  to  the  early  dis- 
ciples. F»r  this  reason  Christ  had  dealt  patiently  and 
stedfastly  with  His  followers — that,  when  He  would  de- 
part from  them,  they  might  go  forth  to  the  ends  of  the 
world  carrying  the  good  news  of  salvation. 

As  we  read  the  first  several  chapters  of  the  Book  of 
Acts,  we  find  the  disciples  had  settled  down  in  Jerusalem, 
content  to  limit  their  witness  to  that  city. 

It  is  true  Jesus  had  said  to  them:  "But  taiTy  ye  in 
the  city  of  Jerusalem"  (Luke  24:49).  Were  they  not  obey- 
ing the  Master?  Not  exactly.  That  was  not  all  Christ 
said.  "But  tarry  ye  in  tl|e  city  of  Jerusalem,  until  ye  be 
endued  with  power  from  on  high."  They  were  to  tarry 
until  the  Day  of  Pentecost.  With  reference  to  that  day, 
Jesus  told  them:  "But  ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you:  and  ye  shall  be  wit-l. 
nessea  unto  Me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judaea,  andi 
in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth" 
(Acts  1:8). 

Very  definite  and  clear,  then,  was  the  instruction  oi\ 
Jesus  Christ.  The  disciples  were  not  to  remain  in  the 
Holy  City.  Their  witness  was  to  begin  there,  but  fron;' 
that  city  they  were  to  reach  out  to  the  "uttermost  pari 
of  the  earth." 

From  many  of  our  churches  today  comes  this  cry 
whenever   foreign    missions    is    mentioned:    "We    have   £ 


APRIL  21,  1956 


PAGE  THIRTEEN 


mission  field  right  here  in  our  own  land!"  "I   think  we 
ought  to  take  care  of  our  own  church  first!" 

Such  statements  are  reminiscent  of  another  voice  two 
centuries  ago,  spoken  to  young  William  Carey,  who,  in 
a  ministerial  meeting  in  Nottingham,  England,  suggested 
this  topic  for  discussion:  "The  duty  of  Christians  to 
attempt  the  spread  of  the  gospel  among  heathen  nations." 
The  venerable  moderator  rose  and  in  an  agitated  voice 
said:  "Young  man,  sit  down.  When  God  pleases  to  con- 
vert the  heathen,  He  will  do  it  without  your  aid  or 
Inine." 

In  the  first  seven  chapters  of  Acts  we  find  the  disciples 
still  in  Jerusalem.  Although  they  were  busily  engaged 
in  the  work,  they  were  not  obeying  Christ's  command  to 
"reach  out." 

Thus  it  was  that  God  stepped  in.  In  last  week's  lesson 
we  studied  the  life  of  Stephen,  the  first  Christian  martyr, 
as  found  in  Acts  6  and  7.  Chapter  seven  closes  with  the 
portrayal  of  Stephen's  death.  Then  we  read  in  Acts  8:1: 
I'And  at  that  time  there  was  a  great  persecution  against 
[the  church  which  was  at  Jerusalem;  and  they  were  all 
Scattered  abroad  throughout  the   regions   of  Judaea   and 


Then  we  read  in  the  fourth  verse:  "Therefore  they 
that  were  scattered  abroad  went  everywhere  preaching 
the  word." 

I  In  other  words,  God  had  to  permit  persecution  to  come 
upon  the  church  before  the  early  Christians  would  obey 
His  command  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  the  ends  of  the 
Hforld! 

What  will  have  to  happen  to  the  church  today  before 
she  will  fully  obey  God?  What  will  God  allow  to  happen 
before  Christian  people  everywhere  will  witness  of  the 
saving  power  of  Jesus  Christ? 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  must  reach  out,  or  she  will 
lie  out! 

"White    are    the    fields   for   the    harvest, 
Woi'kers  are  all  too  few. 
Souls  are  awaiting  the  message 
Christ  still  depends  on  you!" 


Young  Men's  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C.  Miller — Topic  Editor 
Month    of   May 

Topic:  "Power  For  a  World  Mission" 

1.  Waiting  For  Power — Luke  24:44-49.  Supernatural 
power  was  transmitted  to  the  disciples  for  three  primary 
reasons:  (1)  That  Christ  would  be  in  them  as  a  Comfort- 
er and  strengthen  them,  thus  keeping  the  disciples  con- 
stantly aware  of  the  many  things  He  taught  them  while 
He  was  with  them.  (2)  That  those  who  heard  the  disci- 
ples preach  could  be  assured  of  their  message  concerning 
the  divinity  of  Christ  through  the  miracles  they  could 
perform  in  His  name.  (3)  That  such  power  would  be  re- 


flected in  their  preaching  and  thus  be  instrumental  in 
converting  the  multitudes  for  Christ.  Today  we  have  no 
such  miraculous  gifts.  Do  you  think  our  work  of  bringing 
others  to  Christ  is  a  more  difficult  one  ?  What  do  you 
think  is  our  greatest  asset  as  Christians  trying  to  win 
others  for  Christ? 

2.  Promise  Of  Power— Joel  2:28-32;  Acts  1:8.  The  Book 
of  Joel  was  written  some  time  between  830-750  B.  C. 
Luke,  the  author  of  the  Book  of  Acts,  written  centuries 
later  during  the  early  days  of  the  church,  made  direct 
reference  to  this  particular  passage  from  Joel,  citing  it 
as  an  example  of  a  prophecy  fulfilled.  (Also  see  Acts 
2:16-21).  Truly  the  Day  of  Pentecost  saw  the  power  of 
God  working.  The  apostles  had  been  promised  power 
that  would  enable  them  to  be  effective  witnesses  for 
Christ.  The  rest  of  the  Book  of  Acts  confirms  the  fact 
that  they  did  receive  power. 

3.  How  The  Spirit  Came— Acts  2:1-12.  In  the  first 
verse  the  unity  of  the  disciples  is  described— "they  were 
all  with  one  accord  in  one  place."  On  the  Day  of  Pen- 
tecost, the  period  of  waiting  for  power  was  ended.  The 
Holy  Spirit  descended  upon  the  disciples  as  a  mighty 
rushing  wind  and  in  the  likeness  of  fiery  tongues.  The 
result  was  the  disciples  were  able  to  speak  and  under- 
stand different  languages  heretofore  foreign  to  them.  The 
evidence  of  the  disciples  receiving  this  supernatural  gift 
is  found  in  I  Cor.  14:1-22  where  specific  instructions  are 
given  concerning  the  use  of  such  knowledge. 

4.  Who  The  Spirit  Is— John  15:22-27;  Luke  4:18.  "God 
is  especially  present  in  the  hearts  of  His  people,  by  His 
Holy  Spii'it;  and  indeed  the  hearts  of  holy  men  are  tem- 
ples in  the  truth  of  things,  and,  in  type  and  shadow,  they 
are  heaven  itself.  For  God  reigns  in  the  hearts  of  His 
servants;  there  is  His  kingdom.  The  power  of  grace  has 
s\ibdued  all  His  enemies;  there  is  His  power.  They  serve 
Him  night  and  day,  and  give  Him  thanks  and  praise;  that 
is   His  glory."   Taylor. 

5.  What  The  Spirit  Does— John  16:8-11.  One  Bible  schol- 
ar describes  three  different  states  of  man  as  revealed 
through  the  gospel:  man  under  sin;  man  under  grace; 
and  r«an  in  the  peace  and  glory  of  heaven.  Under  sin 
man  lacks  faith  in  Christ,  and  His  power  of  redemption. 
Thei-efore,  man  has  infidelity  towaixl  God.  Under  gz-ace 
man  is  pardoned  from  his  sins  through  his  faith  in  Christ 
as  the  Son  of  God  and  Redeemer  of  mankind.  In  the 
peace  and  glory  of  heaven  is  that  state  of  eternity  where 
Christ  reigns  and  Satan  is  banished.  These  three  states 
of  man  are  presented  in  this  passage  from  John.  In 
your  opinion,  what  is  the  primary  reason  men  reject  the 
grace  of  God?  How  would  you  explain  the  grace  of  God 
to  a  child? 

6.  The   Church   Begins— Acts   2:41-47.   On   the   Day   of 

Pentecost  about  three  thousand  people  were  baptized  and 
added  to  the  church.  These  acts  culminated  the  preaching 
by  the  apostles  and  the  hearing,  accepting,  and  believing 
on  the  part  of  the  people.  But  the  story  of  Pentecost  goes 
still  further,  for  we  read  in  verse  42  that/  the  converts 
continued  steadfastly  in  the  apostles'  doctrine.  In  other 
words,  they  not  only  listened  to  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  but  they  believed  what  they  heard,  retained  such 
knowledge,  and  then  put  the  principles  of  the  gospel  into 
action  through  everyday  living.  Are  these  steps  still 
essential  ? 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill.  Director 

A  LONG  SHOT 

TT  IS  A  LONG  WAY  from  the  National  Youth  Board 
•'■  office  to  the  local  group  of  young  people.  Much  longer 
even  than  some  people  think.  It  is  difficult  to  give  per- 
sonal attention  to  every  letter  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  correspondent  would  like,  because  there  are  many 
other  things  pressing  at  the  same  time.  Files  cannot  be 
kept  up  to  date  because  of  the  fact  that  local  leaders 
change  from  time  to  time,  oftener  than  once  a  year  some- 
times, and  human  nature  being  what  it  is,  these  names 
are  not  sent  in  for  the  record.  Then  too,  about  one  third 
of  the  number  of  churches  have  no  stable  and  steady 
leadership  at  all,  thus  those  whom  we  would  like  to  get 
in  touch  with  in  a  very  personal  way  are  the  very  groups 
which  we  have  no  way  of  contacting  personally.  The  prob- 
lem is,  primarily,  a  local  problem.  There  must  be  a  gen- 
uine interest  on  the  part  of  someone  to  have  a  close 
relationship  with  the  higher  board,  then  there  must  be 
someone  as  mediator,  or  someone  who  stands  personally 
responsible   for  the   group. 

GOOD  DISTRICT  ORGANIZATION 

There  is  only  one  answer  to  this  problem,  and  that  is 
good  district  youth  organization.  It  is  proved  in  two  of 
our  districts  that  this  is  so.  The  Pennsylvania  District 
is  a  shining  example.  Each  year  a  district  Youth  Retreat 
is  held  in  which  the  problems  of  youth  are  presented  and 
discussed,  and  plans  are  worked  out  for  a  future  pro- 
gram in  the  district — and,  need  I  say,  this  program  in- 
fluences the  local  groups  considerably,  since  they  are  so 
vitally  associated  with  the  district  organization.  Under- 
stand, now,  that  the  district  would  be  at  a  loss  as  to  or- 
ganization if  the  local  groups  dill  not  co-operate! 

OHIO    DISTRICT    CONFERENCE 

The  Ohio  District  is  another  good  example,  at  least 
when  it  comes  to  moving  out  and  making  plans.  Just 
recently  a  very  efficient  board,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
present  Ohio  District  Moderator,  Rev.  John  Byler,  New 
Lebanon,  met  and  discussed  detailed  plans  for  a  com- 
plete Ohio  Youth  Conference,  to  meet  simultaneously 
with  the  regular  conference.  Plans  were  made  for  a  spe- 
cial speaker,  similar  to  the  program  of  National  Con- 
ference, some  entertainment,  a  banquet,  fellowship  and 
devotion.  Perhaps  they  are  lucky  this  year  since  the  con- 
ference will  be  near  the  lake,  for  swimming  will  play  a 
big  part  in  the  recreation  for  the  young  people. 

A  couple  of  other  terrifically  wonderful  ideas  were  a 
special  "Youth  Breakfast"  one  morning — if  the  arrange- 
ments can  be  made— and  a  SUNRISE  SERVICE.  You 
don't  have  to  wait  until  Easter  to  have  a  sunrise  service. 
It  seems  to  me  that  such  plans  are  going  to  call  for 
more  Ohio  District  Youth  Conferences  in  the  future.  First 
thing  you  know  youth  will  be  covering  the  Ohio  Confer- 
ence grounds,  just  as  they  do  at  the  General  Conference 
in  Ashland   each   August. 


MEETING  THE  NEED 

You  can  say  what  you  please — and  we  do  a  lot  of 
talking — but  there  is  only  one  way  to  have  a  satisfying 
youth  program.  MEET  THE  NEEDS  OF  YOUTH.  It  is 
not  a  matter  of  simply  "keeping  them  happy."  There 
must  be  a  deep  need  met  in  the  lives  of  youth.  When  I 
hear  criticism  of  young  people  concerning  their  poor  at- 
tendance at  church  I  think  that  the  trouble  is  with  the 
church.  It  is  not  meeting  the  needs  of  the  youth.  This  is 
true  of  adults  also.  When  the  church  generally  meets 
the  needs  of  the  people,  when  the  Upper  Room  is  made 
popular  to  Christians  instead  of  the  Supper  Room,  when 
there  is  a  more  consistent  program  of  feeding  the  flock 
instead  of  clicking  the  cliques,  there  will  again  be  con- 
gregations. I  didn't  say  it  is  easy,  now  did  I  ?  I  don't 
believe  it  was  easy  for  Jesus  to  die  on  the  Cross.  But  it 
met  the  needs  of  the  world.  Hence  "all  men"  are  drawn 
unto  Him.  It  is  something  to  think  about  and  plan  for. 
As  a  national  board  we  have  to  accept  the  criticism  that 
in  some  areas  we  are  not  meeting  the  needs  of  our  local 
BYC  groups.  We  are  forced  to  accept  that  criticism.  We 
must  recognize  it,  for  the  first  step  in  solving  any  prob- 
lem is  to  recognize  that  you  have  one.  And  given  enough 
time  and  financial  and  moral  support,  we  will  meet  that 
need.  We  must,  or  fail  as  a  youth  organization.  The  same 
is  true  of  you  and  your  district  and  local  organization. 
You  have  a  wonderful  opportunity  in  your  district,  since 
you  are  close  to  your  work.  Why  not  take  the  first  step? 
Plan  a  Youth  Retreat  or  a  Youth  Conference  in  your  dis- 
trict for  fellowship,  inspiration  and  leadership. 

aaanaaaaaannnnQnanannnnnannnnannannaaagg 
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PRAYER  ATTITUDES 

PAUL  WAS  A  GREAT  REVIVALIST,  a  peer- 
less theologian,  and  organizer  of  the  first 
order,  yet  the  strength  of  his  life  was  not  found 
in  any  one  of  these,  nor  was  it  found  in  all  of 
them  combined.  But  it  was  found  in  his  prayer 
power. 

Prayer  is  characterized  by  humility.  In  the 
first  chapter  of  the  book  of  Philippians,  Paul  sets 
forth  a  model  for  all  praying.  He  takes  the  place^ 
of  a  servant,  and.  those  for  whom  he  prays,  he 
speaks  of  as  saints.  Let  it  be  observed  that  Paul, 
the  chief  apostle,  did  riot  exalt  himself,  but  took 
the  lowest  position  possible.  This  is  always  the 
true  attitude  for  effective  praying. 

Prayer  begins  with  thanksgiving.  As  he  looked 
upon  Philippi,  Paul  had  very  many  reasons  tc 
feel  disturbed  and  offended  because  of  the  ill 
treatment  he  had  received  there;  yet  all  thai 
was  lost  in  the  glorious  memory  of  what  thai 
church  had  become  in  the  Gospel.  He  prayed  "1 
thank  my  God  upon  every  remembrance  of  you.'' 

Prayer  is  contingent  upon  the  right  relation' 
ship  with  God.  Paul's  prayer  began  in  such  a  rela- 
tionship for  he  said,  "My  God."  It  is  noted  thai 
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he  was  not  praying  to  saints,  nor  to  angels,  nor  to 
some  church  leader,  but  to  God — sovereign,  su- 
preme, yet  a  personal  heavenly  Father  whom  he 
loved  passionately  and  for  whose  glory  he  had 
forsaken  all  things  earthy. 

Prayer  is  contingent  upon  a  right  attitude  to- 
ward our  fellow  man.  This  characterized  Paul's 
prayer.  Note  his  statement:  "I  thank  my  God 
upon  every  remembrance  of  you."  There  was  no 
grudge-holding,  no  animosity,  no  personal  resent- 
ment; only  a  deep  appreciation  for  what  God's 
grace  had  wrought  in  the  lives  of  these  individ- 
uals. The  heart  that  maintains  anything  towards 
another  that  is  not  based  primarily  upon  thanks- 
giving cannot  truly  pray. 

Prayer  has  a  hopeful  outlook.  Paul's  prayer 
began  in  a  hopeful  look  towards  the  future.  "Be- 
ing confident  of  this  very  thing,  that  He  which 
hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you  will  perform  it 
until  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ." 

He  was  not  bargaining  for  a  grave  yard  for  the 
church.  His  song  was  not  in  a  minor  key.  His 


faith  rested  not  in  the  pugnacity  and  stubborn- 
ness of  the  men  at  Philippi,  but  in  the  keeping 
and  sustaining  power  of  God. 

Now  gathering  up  a  bit.  The  ideal  prayer  is 
one  coming  from  a  heart  that  is  in  right  rela- 
tionship to  life,  right  relationship  to  God  and 
right  relationship  toward  fellow  men.  He  who 
lives  this  sort  of  life  has  all  the  promises  of  God 
at  his  disposal,  and  he  may  claim  as  his  right 
anything  and  everything  that  lies  in  the  will  of 
God. 

Should  prayer  be  hindered,  or  should  it  be  un- 
answered, examine  very  carefully  your  attitudes 
on  these  three  relationships  correcting  anything 
that  may  be  out  of  harmony  with  God's  will.  Then 
in  faith  press  forward  and  claim  all  your  inheri- 
tance in  the  Lord. — Wesleyan  Methodist. 
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THE   PURIFYING   FLAME 
"He  is  like  a  refiner's  fire."  Malachi  3:2. 

THE  WORK  OF  GOD  in  the  human  heart  may  well 
be  described  as  a  purifying  flame.  It  is  His  desire 
to  free  us  from  the   sinful   impurities  which  hinder  our 
Christian  service  and  obstruct  His  divine  purpose.   Self- 
ishness, greed,  hatred,  unkindness  and  love  of  the  world, 
all  must  go;  and  this  cannot  be  accomplished  by  good  re- 
]  solves.  It  requires  a  power  above  all  human  description, 
I  a  personal  touch  from  the  hand  of  God,  and  a  presence 
'J  which,    like    the    refiner's    fire,  burns  up    the    cheap    and 
1  shoddy  and  leaves  only  pure  gold.  The  presence  of  God 
'  with  man,  in  the  most  vivid  and  dramatic  instances  in 
the  Scriptures,  is  pictured  as  a  divine  flame. 

A  shepherd  named  Moses  one  day  saw  in  the  desert  a 
'  "flame  of  fire  out  of  the  midst  of  a  bush"  (Exodus  3:2) 
{  and,  when  he  stopped  to  look,  God  spoke  to  him  out  of 
!  the  bush.  The  flame  was  the  symbol  of  a  Holy  Presence. 
A  prophet  named  Elijah  prayed  on  Mt.  Carmel  (I  Kings 
I  18),  and  "the  fire  of  the  Lord  fell."  That  fire  was  the 
i  indication  of  divine  power.  Alone  one  day  in  the  temple, 
I  Preacher  Isaiah  saw  the  Lord,  and  the  vision  was  ac- 
I  companied  by   the   smoke   that  filled   the  room  and   the 


burning  coal  that  touched  his  unclean  lips.  That  burning 
coal  was  the  mark  of  divine  cleansing.  The  disciples, 
gathered  in  the  place  of  prayer  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost, 
saw  a  tongue  of  flame  come  down  and  rest  on  each  of 
them,  as  "they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost."  That 
flame  symbolized  the  refiner's  fire,  the  cleansing,  indwell- 
ing, empowering  Holy  Spirit.  The  first  chapter  of  Reve- 
lation describes  Jesus  Christ  in  His  glory,  with  hair  white 
as  snow,  and  eyes  like  a  flame  of  fire.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  God  the  Father,  and  Jesus  Christ  the  Saviour, 
and  the  abiding  Holy  Spirit  are  all  pictured  by  a  living, 
purifying  flame,  in  whose  presence  sin  cannot  remain. 

The  great  need  of  this  hour  is  for  Christians  to  know 
the  love  and  power  of  God  like  a  flame  in  their  hearts, 
burning  out  all  that  is  carnal,  selfish  and  trivial.  This 
burning  love  gives  the  Christian  his  standards.  This  holy 
flame  is  hig  defense  in  a  world  gone  far  from  God.  It 
gives  him  an  evangelistic  heart,  until,  touched  by  the 
fire,  he  cries  like  Isaiah,  "Lord  send  me!"  We  must  add 
to  the  profession  of  Christian  faith  the  experience  of  a 
personal  pentecost,  which  at  once  both  cleanses  and  fills. 

Oh,  that  in  me  the  sacred  fire 

Might  now  begin  to  glow. 
Burn  up  the  dross  of  base  desire 

And  make  the  spirit  flow. 

Refining  fire,  go  thro'  my  heart; 

Illuminate  my  soul; 
Scatter  thy  life  through  every  part 

And  sanctify  the  whole. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Burton, 

Mulvane,  Kansas. 


Brethren  Historical   library 
Manchester  Colleg 
N,    Manchester, 


Ind. 


PAGE  SIXTEEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


FUN-TO-PLAY 


W^S> 


r# 


^ibEBQaities 


BOXED    BIBLE   GAMES 


Fun  With  Lotto  A  Bible  Game 
By  Mae  Smith.  This  game  may 
be  played  by  as  many  as  16  people 
at  once,  plus  a  "caller"  who  will 
call  off  the  name  of  various  Bible 
characters  while  the  players  place 
symbols  on  corresponding  cards. 
The  player  who  first  fills  his  card 
is  the  winner.  Boxed,   $1.00 

Bible  Zoo  Game 

By  B.  DeFrees  Brien.  A  Fun 
Game  in  Rhyme.  Entertaining  and 
educational  verse  riddles  about  Bible 
animals.     For  all   ages.    Boxed,   60^ 

Who   Am    I? 

By  B.  DeFrees  Brien.  Clever,  in- 
structive  Bible  quizzes.   Boxed,   60^ 

Verse  Riddles  from  the  Bible 

Helps  all  ages  to  become  familiar 
with  Bible  characters  and  outstand- 
ing events.  Boxed,   60^ 


Lemon's   Bible   Game 

12  fascinating  Bible  games  in 
one  set  of  120  cards!  You  can 
play    the    following: 


Bible  Quiz 
Bible  Heroes 
Bible  Cities 
Bible  Fauna 
Bible   Books 
Kings- 
Chronicles 


Bible  Treasures 
Bible  Groupings 
Bible  Puzzles^ 
Bible  Countries 
Bible   Flora 
Bible  Heroines 


"What  Am   I?' 

By   B.   DeFrees 
nating  quiz  game. 

Bible   Authors 

Played    similar    to 
thors    Game 


Boxed,  $1.00 

Bible  Game 

Brien.      A   fasci- 
Boxed,   60<* 


popular    "Au- 
Learn    Bible    books. 
Boxed,  60't 


Bible   Boys 

An    intriguing 
swer  game. 

TRAV-E-LOG    BIBLE    GAMES 

By   "Uncle  Jim"   Tumbull 


question    and    an- 
Boxed,  60(* 


Trav-E-Log  of  Christ 

Includes  beautiful  full-color  play- 
ing board  vividly  portraying  the 
events  in  the  life  of  Christ,  300 
Gospel  quiz  slips,  4  pawns  and 
complete,  easy-to-understand  direc- 
tions. 

Regular    Edition,  Boxed,  154. 

Deluxe  Edition  (with  extra  heavy 
playing    board).    Boxed,  $1.00 

Junior   Trav-E-Log    of    Christ 

Same  as  Trav-E-Log  of  Christ 
above,  but  simplified  and  designed 
for  boys  and  girls.  Includes  play- 
ing board,  quiz  slips,  pawns  and 
directions.  Boxed,  50^ 


Bible  Trav-E-Log 

(Old  Testament)  Includes  a 
beautiful  full-color  playing  board, 
300  quiz  slips,  4  pawns  and  com- 
plete, easy-to-understand  directions. 
Makes  the  Old  Testament  interest- 
ing  and    understandable. 

Regular    Edition,  Boxed,    75i 

Deluxe  Edition  (with  extra  heavy 

playing    board).    Boxed,  $1.00 

Junior   Bible   Trav-E-Log 

(Old  Testament)  Same  as  Bible 
Trav-E-Log  described  above,  but 
simplified  and  completely  revised 
for   boys   and  girls.  Boxed,    50^ 


TREASURE    TRAILS    BIBLE    GAME 

By   N.   A.    Woychuk 


An  exciting,  colorful,  education- 
al, intriguing  board  game  which 
traces  chronologically  the  story  of 
the  Bible.  Included  are  a  beautiful 
full-color   reinforced   playing   board. 


consequence    cards    and    Scripture 

memorizing    cards.     From    2    to    8 

players.    Enjoyable  and  educational. 

Boxed,  $3.95 


Add   1^^  per  game  for  postage  and  packing. 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,  Ohio. 
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PHIL  LERSCH  ACCEPTS  APPOINTMENT 
AS  BRETHREN  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 


Begins  with  Brethren  Youth  on  June  11th 

(Story  on    Page  Ten) 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


WOODSTOCK,  VIRGINIA.  ST.  LUKE  BRETHREN. 
Brother  John  F.  Locke,  of  Maurertown,  is  conducting  a 
revival  meeting  for  the  St.  Luke  Brethren  the  latter  part 
of  April,  closing  on  May  1st. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  The  Hagerstown  bul- 
letin reports  an  attendance  of  225  at  the  Eastertime 
Communion. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  Brother  Ralph  E.  Mills  notes 
an  increase  of  35%  on  Easter  over  previous  Easter  at- 
tendance. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  A  "Win-A-Bible"  Contest  was  sched- 
uled to  begin  on  April  22nd.  Points  will  be  awarded  for 
S.  S.  attendance,  morning  worship  and  the  bringing  of 
visitors. 

The  Gratis  Father  and  Son  banquet  was  scheduled  for 
April  25th. 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  Brother  William  S.  Crick  reports  the 
baptism  of  three  on  April  8th. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  The  Men's  Gospel  Team  of  Ash- 
land College  will  be  in  charge  of  the  morning  and  eve- 
ning services  in  the  Louisville  Church  on  April  29th. 

DENVER,  INDIANA.  Church  Secretary  Mrs.  Fayette 
Shoemaker,  sends  in  the  following  word:  "The  Denver 
Brethren  Church,  at  its  recent  business  meeting,  by  bal- 
lot,   gave    a    unanimous    call    to    its    pastor.    Rev.  Austin 


Gable,  for  another  year  of  service  to  the  church.  He  has 
accepted  the  call." 

LOREE,  INDIANA.  Word  from  Brother  Claud  Stude- 
baker  notes  that  he  will  be  closing  his  pastorate  at  Loree 
as  of  September  1st.  Dr.  Studebaker  says,  "We  are  clos- 
ing our  pastorate  here  after  five  very  splendid  years,  and 
shall  be  glad  to  consider  a  call  to  another  field."  Dr. 
Studebaker's  address  is  Bunker  Hill,  Indiana,  R.  D.  1. 

Two  new  members  were  received  into  the  church  re- 
cently. 

ROANOKE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Paul  D.  Tinkel  writes, 
"On  Easter  Sunday  we  hit  an  all-time  high  of  110.  Also 
we  had  a  very  good  service  otherwise.  We  had  6  new 
converts  (3  children,  3  adults);  one  lady  came  forward 
for  reconsecration.  We  had  our  baptismal  service  Sun- 
day, April  8th,  at  the  Huntington  Brethren  Church.  We 
plan  to  have  the  reception  of  members  April  22nd.  We 
also  had  our  Quarterly  Business  meeting  Monday,  April 
9th,  and  are  very  thankful  to  God  and  happy  to  note  that 
all  departments  are  going  along  very  well.  Our  prayer 
is  that  we  can  prosper  the  next  3  months  as  well  or 
better  than  we  did  the  last." 

The  Senior  Class  of  the  Roanoke  High  School  has 
chosen    Bi'other    Tinkel    as    their    Baccalaureate    Speaker. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Nine  were  baptized  on  April 
8th.  One  new  member  was  received  by  letter. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


(COMING  EVENTS  LISTED  ON  PAGE  14) 


SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT  YOUTH  RALLY 
MAURERTOWN,    VIRGINIA,    BRETHREN    CHURCH 

May  4th  _  6:00    P.  M.  E.  S.  T. 
Banquet— $1.00 

PROGRAM  MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES:  Dr.  Joseph  Shultz,  Mrs. 
Shultz  at  the  piano.  Stunts,  skits.  Rev.  Klingensmith  will  tell  of  Camp 
Plans  for  1956. 

Young    people    from    Southeastern    District    Churches:    COME! 

Mrs.  John  F.  Locke,  Secretary, 
Christian  Education  Committee  of  the 
Southeastern  District  Conference. 
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£of  Your  Gareful  Attention 


OIGNIFICANT  in  the  news  of  the  Denomination 
^  this  week  are  two  items  as  announced  through 
the  pages  of  this  Evangelist,  namely,  the  selec- 
tion of  a  new  Brethren  Youth  Director,  and,  the 
announcement  of  additional  Campus  housing  for 
General  Conference  delegates. 

BRETHREN   YOUTH   DIRECTOR 

Two  weeks  ago  the  Evangelist  announced  to 
the  Brotherhood  that  our  Brethren  Youth  Direc- 
tor, Clarence  Stogsdill,  had  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion to  the  Board.  Brother  Stogsdill  has  done  a 
wonderful  job  in  Brethren  Youth  the  past  3 1/2 
years.  He  has  won  his  way  into  the  hearts  of 
hundreds  of  our  young  people  through  his  sin- 
cere devotion  to  duty  and  his  down-to-earth  hu- 
man interest  in  young  people  and  their  problems. 
His  fine  record  as  Brethren  Youth  Director  has 
been  achieved  in  spite  of  the  plague  of  a  "less- 
than-necessary"  response  on  the  part  of  the 
Church  to  the  financial  needs  of  the  Brethren 
Youth  program.  Congratulations,  Brother  Stogs- 
dill, on  your  fine  record  of  achievement,  and  we 
wish  you  well,  and  God's  blessings  upon  you,  in 
your  further  work  for  Him — as  you  leave  Breth- 
ren Youth  in  June. 

The  announcement  of  Brother  Phil  Lersch  as 
successor  to  Brother  Stogsdill  comes  as  a  result 
of  a  meeting  of  the  Youth  Board  in  mid-April. 
Phil  comes  to  Brethren  Youth  well  qualified,  as 
we  have  noted  in  our  article  on  page  10.  We  pray 
God's  blessings  on  you,  Phil,  and  upon  Brethren 
Youth  as  you,  in  a  few  months,  assume  the  wheel 
of  the  good  ship  Brethren  Youth. 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  HOUSING 

The  matter  of  additional  housing  on  the  Ash- 
land College  campus  has  been  a  dreaml  of  many 
since  the  Conference  came  to  Ashland  in  1940. 
With  continued  interest  and  attendance  at  Gen- 
eral Conference,  additional  housing  was  desper- 


ately needed.  This  year,  the  dream  comes  true, 
as  you  will  note  in  an  announcement  on  page  7 
by  Ashland  College  Business  Manager,  A.  Glenn 
Carpenter. 

Jacob's  Hall,  new  men's  dormitory  on  the  Ash- 
land College  campus,  will  be  available  to  provide 
additional  "on  campus"  housing  for  many  Confer- 
ence delegates.  It  will  enable  many  people  to  stay 
longer  at  the  Conference  than  was  possible  before 
because  of  the  crowded  housing  conditions  in  the 
city  of  Ashland  that  week.  At  this  point  we  give 
a  word  of  gratitude  and  appreciation  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  city  of  Ashland  for  making  rooms  in 
their  homes  available  to  Conference  delegates, 
through  the  years. 

Since  more  room  is  now  available  for  housing, 
it  is  our  suggestion  that  many  more  of  our  Breth- 
ren plan  to  attend  our  General  Conference  this 
August.  We  suggest  that  many  who  formerly 
came  for  just  a  day,  or  for  several  days,  plan  now 
to  attend  for  the  entire  week.  Each  day  of  Con- 
ference is  planned  with  a  purpose,  and  to  attend 
the  entire  week  is  to  obtain  a  wholesome  com- 
prehension of  the  entire  work  and  plans  of  the 
Brethren  advance. — W.  S.  B. 
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Part   II 

(Continued  from   last  week) 

Many  of  these  same  Brethren  sensed  that  their  new 
movement  was  too  loose  jointed,  and  two  extremely  con- 
gregational in  practical  methods  of  procedure,  and  in 
1915  formed  a  more  understandable  way  of  doing  things, 
as  summed  up  in  the  adopted  Manual  of  Procedure.  This 
Manual  sought  to  chart  the  course  for  the  polity  of  the 
churches.  It  sought  to  explain  the  relationships  of  the 
congregations  with  both  the  District  and  the  General  Con- 
ferences It  gave  the  pattern  for  beginning  new  congrega- 
tions under  the  guidance  and  assistance  of  Mission 
Boards,  Boards  of  Evangelists  and  Ministerial  Examin- 
ing Boards.  It  sought  to  direct  the  extreme  individualism 
in  church  management  to  a  more  considerate  manage- 
ment for  the  whole  chuz'ch.  In  this  new  movement  and 
attendant  reorganization  they  were  fairly  successful.  A 
church  that  had  broken  away  from  the  supreme  domi- 
nance of  the  church  order,  and  had  swung  to  the  oppo- 
site extreme  of  individualism,  could  not  easily  be  brought 
back  to  a  closer  cooperative  body.  But  this  was  being 
effected  very  commendably  and  the  Brethren  Church  was 
well  on  its  way  for  real  growth  and  progress,  when  the 
consternation  and  havoc  of  the  thirties  struck  with  such 
terrific  force  as  to  cleave  her  in  two,  right  down  the  cen- 
ter. Much  has  been  said  to  justify  this  catastrophe:  some 
right,  some  wrong.  And  in  this  short  address  I  am  going 
to  dismiss  the  matter  by  saying  of  that  whole  movement 
— so  unnecessary,  and  as  time  has  proven,  so  unproduc- 
tive of  the  kind  of  fruits  the  Lord  has  right  to  expect 
from   His  followers. 

But  like  every  other  such  calamity  with  which  the 
Lord's  church  has  been  handicapped  through  the  cen- 
turies, after  humility  and  repentance,  "Let  us  go  on  unto 
perfection — Looking  unto  Jesus,  the  author  and  finisher 
of  our  faith." 


Brethren,  we  have  a  truly  great  background.  But  let  us 
not  stay  in  the  background.  Let  us  again  become  Progres- 
sive, as  at  the  beginning.  Let  us  not  be  motivated  by 
despair  and  develop  an  inferiority  complex,  which  plain- 
ly is  lack  of  faith.  Let  us  rather  look  ahead,  see  our  day 
as  the  Lord  would  have  us  see  it,  and  as  His  Spirit  can 
give  us  tlie  vision  to  see  it,  learn  how  to  meet  the  situa- 
tions as  they  present  themselves,  and  go  forward  in 
the  name  of  our  Lord,  our  Saviour,  our  Redeemer,  our 
Great  High  Priest,  our  present  King  invisible,  and  our 
coming   King   of   kings,   and    Lord   of   lords. 

We  should  not  be  pessimists.  We  should  not  be  false 
optimists.  Let  us  become  spiritual  realists.  Evil  is  ram- 
pant in  the  land.  It  does  its  worst  while  you  and  I  are 
asleep;  but  it  is  dreadfully  real.  We  must  make  this  evil 
show  up  for  what  it  is:  SIN.  Shall  America  be  swallowed 
up  in  her  own  slime,  and  go  down  in  it  like  all  the 
nations  of  the  past,  because  there  are  no  people  left  to 
warn  her  of  her  doom?  Must  our  people  lose  hope  and 
courage  because  there  is  no  one  to  point  to  the  holy 
promise  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  ?  Must  the  churches  con- 
tinue to  suffer  through  lethargy,  ignorance  and  indiffer- 
ence because  there  are  no-  evangelists,  no  preachers  to 
awaken  them  ?  Must  our  people  be  allowed  to  sleep  while 
hell  itself  comes  closer  and  closer  to  them  ?  Brethren,  no 
Christian,  no  church,  no  denomination  can  renounce  their 
responsibilities  in  the  face  of  the  tragedies  that  you  and 
I  face  today. 

Therefore,  let  us  look  briefly  at  the  Brethren  Church 
of  today,  to  envision  her  woi'king  machinery,  her  possi- 
bilities for  improvement  and  responsibility  in  charting  a 
real  course  for  progress. 

Today  our  church  is  managed  by  Boards  instead  of 
individuals.  In  this  transition  from  extreme  individualism 
to  a  more  cooperative  church  management  much  time 
has  been  consumed  in  learning  and  experimentation  of 
these  new  methods  of  progress.  As  a  result,  we  have  had 
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many  involuntary  slow-downs.  Perhiaps  tlie  healthiest  ex- 
pression we  can  make  today,  is  to  say,  now  that  we  have 
had  time  to  learn  and  experiment  by  Boards  and  Con- 
ferences, we  should  be  in  position  to  proceed  on  our  way 
for  real  progress  and  advancement  for  our  blessed  Lord 
and  His  Church,  as  we  Brethren  have  assumed,  by  vir- 
tue of  maintaining  the  integrity  of  our  branch  of  prot- 
estantism. 

From  the  standpoint  of  polity,  there  is  a  crying  need 
for  a  closer  cooperation  between  our  Boards  and  Confer- 
ences. There  is  a  growing  tendency  for  each  National 
or  General  Board  to  consider  that  it  alone  represents  the 
church  instead  of  its  particular  responsibilities.  Judgment 
would  dictate  that  all  these  Boards,  or  representatives 
thereof,  should  sit  down  together  and  chart  the  course 
of  the  church.  We  may  pass  this  suggestion  out  the 
window  by  saying  that  it  is  the  business  of  General  Con- 
ference. But  General  Conference  has  come  to  the  place 
where  it  hears  reports  of  these  Boards,  passes  on  a  few 
suggestions  from  these  Boards,  elects  the  personnel  nom- 
inated by  these  Boards,  and  does  very  little  charting  the 
course  of  the  church.  While  this  may  be  a  General  Con- 
ference matter,  the  Pennsylvania  District  Conference 
may  memorialize  General  Conference  for  any  considera- 
tion for  improvement.  Our  earlier  Brethren  taught  us 
this   good   method   of   procedure. 

Also  there  should  be  a  closer  cooperative  basis  formed 
between  the  General  Boards  and  the  District  Boards. 
Judgment  would  suggest  to  the  General  Boards  in  pre- 
senting nominations  before  General  Conference  that  con- 
sideration be  given  to  tie  in  with  the  personnel  of  our 
District  Boards.  There  was  a  time  when  not  one  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  District  Mission  Board  was  on  the 
General  Mission  Board.  But  this  was  pointed  out  and  has 
been  corrected  to   date. 

It  is  to  be  greatly  appreciated  that  the  ministers  and 
pastors  of  the  Brethren  Church  now  have  arranged  for  a 
national  Pastor's  Conference  each  Spring.  This  has  al- 
ready proven  profitable  for  both  ministers  as  well  as  the 
churches.  Likewise  I  want  to  commend  the  pastors  of 
Pennsylvania  for  their  renewed  interest  in  the  possibil- 
ities of  their  District  Ministerium.  This  year  they  are 
providing  a  renewed  interest  and  program  on  Evangel- 
ism, which  it  is  hoped  will  be  definitely  felt  among  all 
the  churches  of  the  District.  A  careful  look  at  your  Con- 
ference program  reveals,  however,  that  practically  every 
interest  of  the  church  has  some  place  for  public  demon- 


stration, except  the  District  Ministerium.  The  Panel  Dis- 
cussion led  by  Brother  Rev.  Bolton,  Wednesday,  may  ap- 
proach this  interest.  Although  your  Moderator  helped  to 
form  this  program,  he  failgd  to  note  this  in,  time  to  have 
it  included,  and  would  recommend  its  consideration 
for  future  conference  programs.  There  are  items  of  spe- 
cial interest  among  the  pastors  of  our  churches  that  are 
not  only  of  interest  to  all  the  delegates;  but  those  which 
will  culture  their  appreciation  as  well.  This  District 
Conference  and  her  churches  do  appreciate  their  minis- 
ters, and  are  looking  to  them  for  leadership  as  well  as 
inspiration.  This  should  be  studiously  provided  with  all 
the  dignity  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  Laymen's  Organization  is  one  of  the  compara- 
tively new  movements  in  the  Brethren  Church,  and  is 
worthy  of  all  the  encouragement  the  church  has  to  offer. 
While  the  laymen  of  the  church  should  be  the  main  stay 
of  every  congregation,  and  in  many  respects  are,  it  still 
I'emains  true  that  they  have  both  been  neglected  and 
themselves  have  neglected  what  they  are  now  seeking  to 
do  through  their  organization.  Namely,  to  culture  indi- 
vidual expression  in  both  the  devotional  and  Christian 
social  side  of  their  personalities,  as  well  as  enter  into 
those  collective  projects,  in  the  promotion  of  local,  dis- 
trict and  general  church  interests.  They  are  on  their  way, 
even  with  many  handicaps,  with  men  who  have  never 
been  trained  to  speak  or  pray  before  groups;  those  whose 
expressions  have  been  mostly  inaudable  or  silent  along 
these  Christian  lines.  All  power  to  you  men  as  you  seek 
the   Lord's  will  for  your  lives  and  your  special   work. 

Very  early  in  the  Brethren  Church  the  women  of  the 
church  banded  together,  first  in  the  Sister's  Society  of 
Christian  Endeavor,  which  later  became  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Brethren  Church,  to  do  some 
of  the  things  hurting  to  be  done  by  them.  Perhaps  your 
Moderator  is  prejudiced  in  their  favor  because  of  his  ob- 
servation and  experience.  The  church  he  now  serves  never 
would  have  been,  had  it  not  been  for  the  banding  to- 
gether in  a  bond  that  would  not  be  broken,  by  the  women 
of  the  W.  M.  S.  There  are  many  features  of  this  move- 
ment worthy  of  commendation  that  time  forbids  our 
mentioning  here. 

Certainly  no  review  of  the  Brethren  Church  and  reasons 
for  our  appreciation  can  pass  by  the  Sunday  Schools.  But 
this  is  often  done,  perhaps  more,  because  we  take  this 
very  good  part  of  the  work  of  the  church  for  granted. 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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THE  WITNESS  OF  THE  CLASS  OF  RELIGIOUS 
INSTRUCTION 


Pattie  and  Irven  Stern 


TN  THE  GLARING  AFRICAN  SUN  the  jeep  bounced 
through  the  bush  toward  a  low  mud  building  with  a 
grass  roof,  distinguished  by  its  square  shape  and  its  lo- 
cation at  a  short  distance  from  its  neighbors.  We  piled 
out  and  entered  the  small  porthole-like  windows  of  the 
building  which  was  only  approximately  fifteen  by  thirty 
feet.  It  was  some  minutes  before  our  eyes  became  accus- 
tomed to  the  dim  interior,  and  then  we  could  see  that 
iij  was  occupied  by  about  110  young  Nigerians,  crowded 
together  on  low  mud  benches.  This  was  a  typical  village 
class  of  religious  instruction  in  their  Sunday  morning 
service. 

Teachers 

The  teacher  of  the  class  was  a  former  patient  at  the 
Garkida  Leprosarium  who  had  been  discharged  as  an 
arrested  case.  His  stumps  of  feet  and  gnarled  hands  at- 
tested to  the  advancement  of  his  case  before  treatment. 
He  hobbled  over  and  greeted  us  with  a  broad  smile  and 
we  visited  for  some  time. 

This  Nigerian  instnacts  his  pupils  daily  in  religion, 
health,  the  rudiments  of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
and  other  things.  His  school  acts  as  a  feeder  for  the  Lassa 
junior  primary  school,  interesting  the  pupils  in  the  pos- 
sibilities of  further  education  and  getting  them  started 
in  the  Christian  way. 

This  man  and  his  twenty  fellow  CRI  teachers  are  the 
great  force  for  Christ  in  the  Lassa  area.  These  men  serve 
not  only  as  school  teachers  but  also  as  the  spiritual  lead- 
ers in  their  villages,  sort  of  pastors  to  the  people.  They 
are  the  leaders  of  adult  education  and  any  type  of  Chris- 
tian club  that  might  be  organized  in  the  village.  Some 
act  as  dispensers  of  medicines  to  the  village,  for  which 
work  they  receive  training  at  the  Lassa  hospital.  They 
are  ambassadors  for  Christ  in  Nigeria. 

Schools 

In  addition  to  these  twenty-six  classes  of  religious  in- 
struction,   there    are    four  junior   primary   schools   in    the 


MISSIONARY  BOARD   TO 

HOLD   QUARTERLY  MEETING 

The  Missionary  Board  will  hold  its  quarterly  meeting 
on  May  15;  the  Executive  Committee  convening  the  pre- 
ceding evening.  This  is  the  time  for  budget  making.  All 
home  mission  churches  are  urged  to  have  their  financial 
reports  and  requests  for  the  ensuing  year  in  the  Board 
office  by  May  11. 


outlying  Lassa  area.  Each  of  these  schools  has  two  or 
three  teachers  with  a  total  of  about  225  pupils  in  the 
four  schools.  When  the  pupils  finish  these  schools  they 
then  can  enter  the  Lassa  school  on  the  Class  III  level. 

For  the  last  two  weeks,  twenty-four  of  the  twenty-six 
C.  R.  I.  teachers  have  been  at  Lassa  for  a  refresher 
course.  Some  of  them  had  to  come  a  distance  of  thirty- 
five  miles  and  swim  two  rivers  on  the  way.  In  the  rainy 
season  this  is  no  easy  feat.  All  the  men  walked  or  came 
by  bicycle  except  one  former  leper  who  rode  in  on  a 
donkey.  For  the  former  lepers  the  distance  must  have 
seemed  especially  far.  There  is  no  road  or  even  a  track 
to  most  of  the  villages,  and  all  communication  is  by 
walking. 

Classes  in  the  refresher  course  are  being  taught  by 
John  Grimley,  who  is  heading  up  the  coui'se  and  is  in 
charge  of  it.  Other  teachers  helping  him  are  Mrs.  Grim- 
ley;  the  pastor,  Pastor  Karbam;  the  nurse,  Mallum  Fall; 
and  the  teacher,  Mallum  Elijah.  Their  busy  schedule  is 
filled  with  such  subjects  as  doctrine,  study  of  Acts,  classes 
of  singing,  reading,  first  aid,  better  methods  of  teaching, 
and  general  knowledge.  It  is  an  inspiring  sight  to  see 
them  at  study  or  hear  them  singing.  They  are  a  lively, 
interested  group  and  eager  to  learn.  It  is  difficult  to 
stick  to  a  strict  schedule  because  of  their  interest  in  ask- 
ing questions. 

Qualifications 

None  of  these  men  could  qualify  as  missionaries  by 
standards  set  up  by  any  mission  board.  None  of  them 
have  more  than  the  equivalent  of  a  fifth  or  sixth  grade 
education  and  they  have  not  gone  to  seminary  or  any 
specialized  school  to  train  for  this  work.  Yet  who  can 
doubt  the  witness  they  are  making  and  their  effectiveness 
in  doing  good  ? 

Many  of  the  teachers  would  be  unable  to  pass  the 
simplest  physical  examination.  Of  the  group  eight  have 
arrested  cases  of  leprosy.  To  meet  the  group  walking 
between  classes  one  is  instantly  struck  by  the  fact  that 
many  of  them  are  crippled — blind  in  one  eye,  or  with 
deformed  hands  and  feet,  or  maimed  in  some  other  way. 
Truly  Christ  has  called  "the  halt,  the  lame,  and  the 
blind"  to  witness  for  him  in  this  land! 

C.  R.  I.  Products 

What  are  the  results  of  the  labors  of  these  twenty- 
four  men  who  are  attending  this  course  ? 

In  the  twenty-six  classes  of  religious  instruction  there 
is  a  total  of  539  pupils  attending  the  daily  classes.  A 
large   percentage  of  these  will   come  to   Lassa  to  attend 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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GENERAL  CONFEI 

ADVANCE  ANNOUNCEMENT 

CONFERENCE  HOUSING  HEADQUARTER 


WILL  BE  AT  JACOB'S  HALL 
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Seventy  rooms  with  twin  beds  will  be  available.  Both 
men  and  women  will  be  accommodated.  Six  rooms  on 
first  floor  will  be  reserved  for  women  delegates  who  have 
difficulty  climbing  stairs. 

All  Conference  meals  will  be  served  in  Jacob's  Hall 
dining-room.  A  commodious  lounge  is  arranged  for  your 
comfort. 

Sisterhood  girls  will  continue  to  room  at  Allen  Hall. 

Glenn  Haller  Court  will  not  be  open  this  year  for 
Junior  boys.  Approximately  twenty  boys  can  be  accom- 
modated at  the  Junior  and  Senior  houses. 

Rates — Rooms 

Jacob's  Hall  room  $1.00  a  night  per  person,  two  in  a  room. 
Allen  Hall  room  .  ..50  a  night  per  person,  two  in  a  room. 
Sr.  and  Jr.  House.  .  .50  a  night  per  person,  two  in  a  room. 
Sisterhood  girls  and  Junior  boys  must  furnish  their 
own  sheets,  pillow  slips,  and  blankets. 


Rates — Meals 

Six  day  meal   ticket    $11.00 

Breakfasts,      .30 Dinners,      .90 Lunches      .75 

PLEASE  READ  CAREFULLY 

Rooming  and  eating  at  Jacob's  Hall  this  Conference 
time  should  be  a  real  pleasure  and  privilege  for  our  dele- 
gates. Jacob's  Hall  has  been  constructed  with  borrowed 
Federal  funds.  It  is  self-liquidating.  We  need  to  have  it 
filled  with  delegates  and  friends  Conference  week.  You 
will  be  doing  a  i*eal  favor  both  to  yourself  and  to  the 
College  by  rooming  and  taking  all  your  meals  at  Jacob's 
Hall.  Let  your  Conference  money  help  Ashland  College  to 
meet  her  building  obligations.  We  will  try  to  make  your 
week  a  pleasant  one. 

No  deposits  are  required  for  rooms. 

For  reservations  write  to  A.  Glenn  Carpenter,  Business 
Manager,   Ashland  College,  Ashland,   Ohio. 


lanci, 

August  13-19,  1956 
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AN   APPRECIATION    OF   THE    BRETHREN    CHURCH 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

Doubtless  We  have  taken  our  Sunday  Schools  too  much 
for  granted,  to  the  neglect  of  one  of  the  best  agencies 
with  which  the  Lord  has  blessed  the  church,  for  teach- 
ing, for  evangelism,  as  well  as  to  just  get  folks  com- 
ing through  the  doors  of  the  church.  It  has  been  your 
Moderator's  experience  that  the  greatest  hold  the  church 
has  upon  the  people  of  any  community  is  the  children. 
Sunday  School,  with  its  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School,  does 
provide  the  best  means  at  hand  today  to  interest  the  dis- 
interested and  unchurched  people  in  the  Lord  and  His 
Church. 

The  Brethren  Church  has  always  been  a  good  Sunday 
School  Church.  But  there  is  much  room  for  improvement. 
One  good  movement  forward  was  in  securing  Dr.  Joseph 
R.  Shultz,  who  has  proven  himself  a  capable  field  worker 
for  the  National  Sunday  School  Association  this  past 
year. 

Likewise  the  Young  Peoples'  Camp  program  sponsored 
by  the  Sunday  School  Association  and  District  Boards 
is  one  of  the  most  encouraging  movements  in  recent 
years.  They  afford  the  vital  spots  where  oui-  youth  are 
led  to  dedicate  their  lives  for  full  time  Christian  service. 
Camp  Juniata  alone  has  had  at  least  twenty  young  men 
dedicate  themselves  to  the  ministry,  and  are  now  serving 
Brethren  Churches.  Among  these  are  Rev.  Clayton  Berk- 
shire, our  General  Secretary  to  the  Missionary  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church;  Rev.  W.  S.  Benshoff,  our  Editor  of 
Publications,  and  many  others  we  cannot  name  here. 
Brethren,  this  is  your  Sunday  School  movement.  Take 
courage  and  move  forward  with  it. 

Any  member  of  the  Brethren  Church  who  is  not  aware 
of  the  value,  inspiration  and  importance  of  the  Brethren 
Youth  movement,  is  missing  a  vision  that  would  give 
them  much  encouragement  and  increase  their  apprecia- 
tion  of   the    Brethren    Church.    While   we   cannot   go   into 
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IT  CAN  BE  DONE 

Just  suppose  that  every  one  in  your  local 
church  resolved  that  they  would  try  to  contact 
one  new  family  each  month,  and  endeavor  to 
"sell"  the  church  and  its  ministry  to  that  fam- 
ily. 

And  just  suppose  that  the  combined  effort  of 
all  brought  in  only  ONE  new  family  each  month. 
In  twelve  months  we  would  have  TWELVE  new 
families  in  the  church. 

The  church  and  its  ministry  must  be  "sold." 
We  are  all  traveling  salesmen  for  Christ  and  His 
Gospel. 

Talk  it  over  among  yourselves  and  mention 
it  to  your  pastor.  IT  CAN  BE  DONE! 

— Exchange. 


the  details  of  this  movement  here,  we  do  want  to  express 
our  viewpoint.  We  think  of  Brethren  Youth  as  a  move- 
ment, more  than  what  might  be  considered  a  logical 
organization.  But  we  have  observed  some  logical  oi'gani- 
zations  that  never  moved  at  all.  We  believe  this  move- 
ment has  already  commended  itself  to  Brethren  alive  to 
the  best  forward  designs  of  the  church,  and  bespeak  for  its 
leadership,  a  full  and  unrestrained  response  and  appre- 
ciative cooperation. 

Among  many  other  things  that  could  and  some  that 
perhaps  should  be  mentioned,  for  special  consideration 
for  the  Brethren  Church  today,  in  her  forward  look,  I 
have  chosen  only  three,  hoping  that  something  good  may 
result  from  the  mentioning. 

First,  it  is  hoped  from  the  very  brief  mentioning  of 
the  events  and  movements  that  made  the  Brethren  Church 
what  it  is  today,  you  have  been  so  inspired  to  have  the 
details  of  this  history,  more  clearly  and  more  forcefully 
brought  forward,  as  to  demand  a  compilation  and  proper 
editing  of  those  events  for  publication  in  a  real  history 
book  of  the  Brethren  Church.  This  could  be  financed  with- 
out hurting  any  one  by  each  congregation  contributing 
the  cost  of  printing  the  short  history  of  its  own  church, 
included  in  the  book,  and  by  sponsoring  the  sale  of  so 
many  books  to  recover  that  cost. 

This  could  be  initiated  by  the  Pennsylvania  District 
Conference  taking  action  for  such  a  publication  for  the 
churches  of  this  District,  appointing  a  committee  to  ac- 
complish the  task  in  not  more  than  three  years.  If  how- 
ever, other  Districts  desire  to  be  included  in  such  a  pub- 
lication, reconsideration  could  be  given  accordingly. 

Much  good  materials  for  such  a  work  are  wasting.  Dr. 
Martin  Shively  had  a  wonderful  compilation  of  biograph- 
ies that  were  run  in  the  Brethren  Evangelist  years  ago, 
much  appreciated  then,  and  to  my  last  information  were 
buried  away  in  the  vaults  of  the  offices  at  Ashland 
College,  that  would  be  of  inestimable  worth  to  the  church. 

Brethren,  we  must  learn  again  the  inspirational  value 
and  importance  of  more  publications.  While  we  do  appre- 
ciate the  splendid  historical  articles  and  biographies  of 
Brother  Freeman  Ankrum,  running  in  the  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist, we  must  speak  out;  why  can  we  not  have  some- 
thing of  the  same  culturing  appreciation  for  the  Brethren 
Church  ? 

In  the  second  place  I  want  to  emphasize  with  all  the 
force  I  know  how  another  great  and  crying  need  in  our 
church  today.  I  am  summing  this  need  up  with  the  sub- 
ject, "The  Care  of  our  Church  Members."  I  am  afraid 
of  this  subject,  lest  with  the  necessity  for  brevity  I  am 
misunderstood.  I  wish  I  could  have  another  hour  to  deal 
with  it.  Brethren,  when  we  pick  up  our  statistical  report 
and  read  time  after  time,  that  we  have  lost  in  a  year, 
nearly  as  many  members  as  we  have  gained,  we  can- 
not be  blind  to  the  fact  that  something  is  dreadfully 
wrong  somewhere.  We  call  this  loss  due  to  roll  revision. 
Now  let  me  be  understood;  I  believe  in  roll  revision. 
But  not  the  kind  the  Brethren  Church  has  been  guilty  of 
for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  We  listened  to  the 
statistician's  report  in  the  Southeastern  District  Confer- 
ence only  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  it  was  stated  that 
500  were  deleted  from  the  records  by  roll  revision.  That 
is  not  right.  One  church  in  this  district  halved  its  mem- 
bership  on  two  different  occasions  in  my  experience  in 
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the  district.  Brethren,  something  very  wrong  prevails  to 
alow  this  thing  to  continue.  It  must  be  checked. 

Several  reasons  may  be  given  to  explain  this  situation. 
In  the  first  place  our  churches  never  did  leai-n  how  to 
keep  membership  books.  In  congregations  where  the 
finance  officers  must  have  the  very  latest  and  up-to-date 
record  books,  we  often  find  the  most  abominable  if  not 
abdominal  type  of  records  of  the  membership  of  the 
church.  In  all  my  experience  serving  eleven  congregations 
I  found  only  one  good  records  book  of  the  membership. 
That  was  where  the  secretary  of  that  church  was  con- 
tinued from  the  beginning  in  1894  and  knew  how  to  keep 
books  and  sensed  the  importance  of  a  good  recoi'd  of 
members.  And  he  told  me  what  difficulty  he  had  through 
the  years,  of  pastors  baptizing  folks  and  burying  folks 
without  ever  thinking  to  report  the  matter  to  the  secre- 
tary who  kept  the  records.  Of  all  bookkeeping,  we  ought 
to  be  most  concerned  with  our  membership  records.  Some- 
how you  would  think  that  if  folks  moving  away  and 
deaths  were  all  there  was  to  cause  this  disastrous  roll 
revision  we  would  soon  be  caught  up  with  it.  But  no,  it 
is  continuing  year  after  year. 

In  the  second  place,  I  am  becoming  convinced  much 
of  this  loss  is  due  to  a  careless  and  indifferent  concern 
for  the  members  we  now  have.  Too  frequently  the  state 
ment  is  made  that  the  church  progresses  as  much  by  the 
folks  who  go  out  the  back  door  as  by  those  who  come  in 
the  front  door.  I  am  frightened  every  time  I  hear  that. 
A  changed  attitude  must  be  cultured  toward  church  mem- 
bership. 

In  the  third  place,  some  churches  are  cutting  their 
rolls  for  the  sake  of  cutting  their  apportionments  to 
the  Mission  Boards  and  the  Conferences.  Brethren,  if  we 
cannot  improve  on  that,  then  we  had  better  cut  out  our 
apportionments.  We  ought  to  remember  we  are  dealing 
with  souls  just  as  much  after  they  are  in  the  church 
and  their  names  are  on  the  records,  as  we  arqi^  in  try- 
ing to  get  them  into  the  church  in  the  first  place.  Finan- 
cial reasons  for  deleting  names  from  the  records  cannot 
stand  before  a  just  God  in  heaven.  Our  fore-fathers  who 
practiced  avoidance  as  tight  as  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  practiced  excommunication,  at  least  tried  a  mem- 
ber and  gave  him  a  hearing. 


In  the  fourth  place,  some  of  these  records  are  being 
revised  promiscuously.  Every  man,  or  every  church  does 
that  which  is  right  in  his  or  their  own  eyes.  We  seem- 
ingly have  no  recognized  standard  when  it  comes  to 
roll  revision. 

Therefore,  I  recommend  that  the  Pennsylvania  District 
Ministerial  Examining  Board,  which  is  also  our  Board 
of  Evangelists,  be  instructed  to  study  this  problem,  and 
bring  some  studied  report  to  next  year's  District  Confer- 
ence. 

The  last  item  we  bring  to  your  attention  today  is  the 
matter  of  Evangelism  and  Church  Extension.  We  make 
this  item  very  brief  in  this  address,  not  because  it  is 
not  important;  but  because  it  is  being  cared  for  in  other 
parts  of  this  program  of  Conference.  Sufficient  be  it 
here  to  say  these  two  items  are  primary  to  the  churchs' 
growth  and  progi'ess. 

We  would  offer  this  caution,  that  we  be  not  too  sure 
we  know  the  last  word  on  either  evangelism  or  church 
exten-ion.  Your  Moderator  is  convinced  the  doors  for  both 
are  wide  open  in  America,  and  the  world  today,  if  we 
have  the  vision  to  see  them,  and  the  will  and  self-sacri- 
fice to  enter  them.  We  have  not  learned  all  thei'e  is  to 
learn  in  the  planting  of  new  churches.  But  this  is  a 
thing  we  must  do  if  we  would  progress  or  even  hold  our 
own.  We  do  a  lot  of  talking  about  this.  It  is  easy  to 
stand  up  in  conference  and  talk  about  building  two  new 
churches  each  year.  We  can  arbitrarily  say  we  can  build 
a  church  in  five  years.  Much  of  this  kind  of  talk  is  void 
of  both  experience  and  a  willingness  to  actually  do  it. 
What  we  need  is  both  a  demonstration  and  the  power. 

This  address  is  too  long;  but  I  could  not  find  a  suitable 
place  to  quit.  If  conference  had  had  the  privilege  to  vote 
in  the  matter  I  am  sure  it  could  have  found  a  dozen  such 
places.  It  all  depends  upon  our  watch  tower. 

May  the  Lord  bless  all  of  us  in  our  appreciation  of 
our  beloved  fraternity,  and  give  us  the  wisdom  by  His 
Spirit,  and  the  incentive  by  the  Loi-d  Himself,  to  move 
forward  in  His  Name,  pursuing  our  assigned  tasks,  an- 
ticipating the  award  He  has  in  store  for  His  faithful 
ones. 

Waynesboro,   Penna. 
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ALCOHOL  IS  GOOD 

It  is  good  in  a  barometer,  a  thermometer,  and 
in  the  radiator  of  your  car  in  cold  weather.  Under 
certain  circumstances,  it  is  good  cooking  fuel. 
If  you  want  to  make  varnish  or  a  derby  hat,  you 
will  need  it. 

If  you  are  out  of  gasoline,  which  may  well  hap- 
pen in  the  not-too-distant  future,  you  can  use 
alcohol  by  adapting  motors. 

Alcohol  is  valuable  as  a  sterilizing  agent;  it 
preserves  plant  specimens  and  tissues.  The  old 
saying  is  that  if  you  want  to  preserve  a  dead 
body,  put  it  in  alcohol  and  if  you  want  to  kill  a 
living  body,  put  alcohol  into  it. 


Alcohol  is  one  of  the  best  of  all  solvents  and 
is  necessary  in  making  many  medicinal  prepara- 
rations;  perfume  manufacturers  could  not  get 
along  without  it.  We  need  it  for  extracts,  lotions, 
liniments,  disinfectants,  insecticides,  in  the  mak- 
ing of  artificial  silk  and  imitation  leathers. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  has  at  least  600  legiti- 
mate uses  in  the  industries,  arts  and  sciences.  In 
war  and  peace,  it  is  essential. 

The  one  thing  for  which  it  is  no  earthly  good, 
is  consumption  as  a  beverage.  Civilized  and  intel- 
ligent people  would  not  think  of  so  misusing  it  but 
for  the  fact  that  it  is  a  racial  custom  coming 
down  to  us  from  the  days  of  ignorance. 
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THE  BEETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Sunday  School  Suggestions    by    Joseph  R.  Shuitz 

(Sponsored  by  the  National  Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Brethren  Church) 


"A  CONFESSION" 


A  BRETHREN  MINISTER  confessed  that  he  didn't 
think  his  S.  S.  was  making  much  progress.  He  just 
didn't  know  what  was  wrong  with  Them.  (Teachers  and 
Officers).  They  didn't  seem  to  grasp  the  vision  of  their 
work  in  the  area  of  reaching  out. 

I  then  asked  the  Minister,  "Do  you  have  the  names  and 
addresses  of  all  pupils  enrolled  in  your  school  on  file?" 
"Why  no,  I  don't!" 

"Do  you  have  a  record  of  every  pupil  who  is  attend- 
ing your  school  who  has  never  confessed  Christ?"  "No, 
Should  I?" 

"Do  you  have  a  written  record  of  those  pupils  in  your 
school  who   are   members   of  other  churches?"   "No." 

"Do  you  have  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  parents 
whose  children  attend  the  S.  S.  and  they  do  not  attend 
anywhere?"    "No,   That  is   the    teacher's   job." 

Many  Brethren  Sunday  schools  have  not  grown  enough 
to  approximate  general  population  increase,  much  less  to 
reach  the  unreached  in  the  community.  Many  local  S.  S. 
are  not  teaching  or  teaching  all  they  could  simply  because 
they  are  not  aware  of  who  they  have  and  who  they  do 
not  have. 

According  to  Dunn  &  Bradstreet,  95%  of  all  new  busi- 
nesses fail  within  five  years.  This  international  credit 
agency  gives  us  the  answer,  an  answer  based  upon  care- 
ful analysis  made  by  competent  men.  They  report  that 
moi'e  businesses  fail  because  they  lack  adequate  records 
than  for  any  other  one  reason. 


Adequate  Sunday  School  Records 

1.  Pupil's  Permanent  Record  (Enrollment  Card  in  Cen- 
tral File)  This  card  should  record  the  pupil's  name,  ad- 
dress, birth  date,  date  enrolled,  baptized?  member  what 
church  ?    activities,   home  situation,    etc. 

2.  Class  Record  Book  containing  the  pupil's  record  of 
being  present,  on  time,  offering,  lesson  studied,  Bible,  and 
attending  church.    (Six-Point  Record   System) 

3.  Secretary's  Monthly  Record  for  Department  showing 
the  comparative  figures  for  last  month,  and  same  day  a 
year  ago. 

4.  Secretary's  Quarterly  Record  for  the  Whole  School. 

Using  The   Records 

1.  Prepare  charts  for  the  whole  school  showing  the 
progress    (or  lack  of  progress!)    the  school   is   making. 

2.  Let  each  teacher  give  a  report  at  the  Workers'  Con- 
ference and  outline  the  steps  they  are  taking  to  sti'ength- 
en  the  weak  points. 

3.  Compare  your  school  with  other  schools  of  the  same 
size. 

4.  Determine  the  larger  departments  for  ensuing  years 
and  allocate  the  rooms  according  to  their  needs. 

5.  Use  the  records  to  watch  over  the  Spiritual  growth 
of  individuals  and  prevent  "dropping  out." 

6.  Above  all,  use  records  to  reach  the  unreached. 

J.  R.  S. 
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Lerseh  announced  as  new  Brethren  Youth   Director 

(Picture   on   Page   One) 


THE  BRETHREN  YOUTH  BOARD  has  announced  the 
appointment  of  Rev.  Phil  Lersch,  of  Ashland,  Ohio, 
as  Brethren  Youth  Director,  to  fill  the  post  to  be  vacated 
by  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Clarence  Stogsdill. 

Phil  is  a  Senior  in  Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  with 
his  Thesis  in  preparation,  to  graduate  in  the  Spring  of 
1957.  He  was  a  former  member  of  the  Brethren  Youth 
Ambassador  Quartet,  and  as  such  has  traveled  exten- 
sively among  the  Brethren  Churches.  He  will  travel  with 
the  Quartet  this  summer. 

While  a  student  in  Ashland  College,  Phil  was  Student 
Council  President,  1952-53,  was  active  in  musical  organ- 
izations on  the  campus,  Chairman  of  the  Student  Union 
Board  of  Governors  one  year,  and  was  active  in  college 


athletics.  He  was  President  of  the  Seminary  Student  Body 
one  year. 

Phil  is  married  to  the  former  Jeanne  Lindower  daughtei 
of  Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower,  Dean  of  Ashland  College,  and 
Mrs.  Ida  Lindower,  Administrative  Assistant  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  of  the  Brethren  Church.  He  is  the  son  ol 
E.  P.  Lersch,  Director  of  Public  Relations  of  Ashlanc 
College,  and  the  late  Mrs.  Lersch. 

Phil  and  Jeanne  traveled  in  Europe  last  summer,  spend- 
ing much  of  the  time  as  workers  in  a  refugee  rehabilita- 
tion work  project. 

Phil,  who  will  begin  his  work  with  Brethren  Youth  or 
June  11th,  plans  to  visit  the  District  Conferences  anc 
Young   People's   Camps   this  summer. 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH 


Remodelled  Sanctuary 


REV.  WOODROW  A.  IMMEL 


ABOVE  IS  A  PICTURE  of  the  interior  of  the  Milford, 
Indiana,  Brethren  Church.  It  has  been  completely 
redecorated,  new  carpet,  new  lights  and  new  padded  pews. 
Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  President  of  Ashland  College  and 
Seminary,  Ashland,  Ohio,  was  with  us  last  fall  and  helped 
us  dedicate  these  improvements. 

I  would  like  to  give  you  a  little  more  information  on 
our  Milford  Brethren  Church.  On  Thursday  evening  of 
Holy  Week  we  held  our  Spring  Communion  Service.  Our 
attendance  was  overwhelming  much  to  our  surprise  and 
joy.  It  is  encouraging  to  see  the  services  of  the  Church 
well  attended.  Our  worship  services  have  been  well  at- 
tended, with  a  high  on  Easter  Sunday  of  137  in  Sunday 
School  and  180  in  the  morning  worship  service. 

On  Easter  Sunday  morning  there  were  five  first  time 
confessions.  Baptismal  Services  were  held  on  Sunday, 
April  8th,  at  3:00  P.  M.  These  five  make  us  a  total  of 
15  for  the  past  year.  We  praise  God  for  His  wonderful 
care  and  leading  in  our  Church. 

Our  Brethren  Youth  Organization  has  been  active  this 
year,  with  regular  meetings.  The  meetings  have  been 
well  attended.  Many  parties  and  activities  have  been 
enjoyed  by  our  young  people. 

Woodrow  A.  Immel,  Pastor. 


"THE  LORD  IS  MY  SHEPHERD;  I  shall  not  want.  He 
maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures  ..."  The  verb 
here  is  strong — He  compels  me,  he  forces  me  to  lie  down 
in  green  pastui-es. 

An  American  traveling  in  Syria  became  acquainted  with 
a  shepherd.  Each  morning,  he  noticed  the  shepherd  car- 
rying food  to  the  sheep.  The  traveler  followed  him  one 
morning  and  found  that  he  was  taking  the  food  to  one 
sheep  that  had  a  broken  leg.  As  he  looked  at  the  animal, 
he  said  to  the  shepherd.  "How  did  the  sheep  break  its 
leg?    Did  it  meet  with  an  accident — fall  into  a  hole,  or 


did  some  animal  break  the  leg?"  "No,"  said  the  shepherd, 
"I  broke  this  sheep's  leg  myself."  "You  broke  it  your- 
self?" queried  the  surprised  traveler.  "Yes.  You  see,  this 
is  a  wayward'  sheep;  it  would  not  stay  with  the  flock,  but 
would  lead  the  other  sheep  astray.  Then  it  would  not  let 
me  get  near  it.  I  could  not  approach  it,  and  so  I  had  to 
break  the  sheep's  leg  that  it  might  allow  me,  day  by  day, 
to  feed  it.  In  doing  this,  it  will  get  to  know  me  as  its 
shepherd,  trust  me  as  its  guide,  and  keep  with  the  flock." 
— Robert  Boyd  Munger,  in  What  Jesus  Says,  (Fleming  H. 
Revell  Co.). 
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Vrayer  ffleeting 
Studies 


RECKON  ON   GOD 

Reckon  on  God  to  do  His  part; 
Reckon  on  God  with  all  your  heart; 
Reckon  on  Him  to  give  you  pow'r 
Over  temptation  hour  by  hour. 
Reckon  on  Him   Who  cannot  fail; 
Reckon  on  Him  Who  must  prevail; 
This  is  the  path  Faith's  conq'rors  trod, 
Who   reckoned   upon  a   faithful   God. 

—Mary  Eraser. 

JESUS  ADVISED  US  to  reckon  on  God's  faithfulness 
"  (Mark  11:22-24).  Abraham  counted  on  God  (Rom. 
4:3).  Samuel's  mother  counted  on  God,  and  "was  no 
more  sad"  (1  Sam.  1:18).  The  nobleman  was  satisfied 
with  the  Saviour's  assurance  (John  4:50).  Paul,  counting 
upon  assurance  from  God,  was  able  to  inspire  confidence 
in  God  for  others  (Acts  27:25,  34).  Naomi  counted  on 
God's  care  for  Ruth  (Ruth  2:20;  3:18).  Here  is  the  se- 
cret of  rest  and  peace  for  the  human  heart  (Isaiah  26:3). 

We  are  to  reckon  on  God  for  forgiveness  (Jer.  31:34; 
Isaiah  44:22;  Micah  7:19).  To  repeatedly  ask  God  to  for- 
give the  same  former  sin  would  be  to  cast  a  slur  on 
His  faithfulness.  In  the  washing  of  the  saints'  feet  we 
have  counted  on  God  to  have  forgiven  the  sinner's  guilt 
when  we  met  the  conditions  for  that  forgiveness  (John 
13:10).  We  reckon  on  God  for  absolute  forgiveness  of 
confessed  sin  (1  John  1:9).  It  behooves  us  to  keep  our 
sins  confessed,  and  to  be  careful  to  forgive  others  who 
may  have  sinned  against  us  (Mark  11:25,  26). 

When  it  comes  to  cares,  we  are  to  do  the  CASTING, 
and  He  will  do  the  CARING  (1  Peter  5:7).  When  it 
comes  to  praying,  we  believingly  hand  a  matter  over  to 
God,  and  though  He  may  keep  us  waiting.  He  will  not 
rest  until  He  has  answered  (Psalm  138:8).  We  cannot 
impose  our  will  upon  God,  but  we  can  trust  Him  to  solve 
oui^  problems  of  life  (1  John  5:14,  15).  We  must  not  wor- 
ry else  we  would  not  be  counting  on  God  in  our  behalf 
(Eph.  1:13a).  Paul  counted  on  God  to  stand  by  him  in  a 
life  work  among  the  Gentiles  (Acts  22:21;  9:15).  Philip 
counted  on  God  as  he  was  called  to  leavQ  a  successful 
revival  to  travel  in  a  wilderness  (John  8:26).  When  our 
affairs  are  committed  to  God  we  know  that  everything 
is  rightly  and  fully  arranged  (Psalm  37:5).  As  a  guide, 
God  is  unfailing  (Prov.  3:6).  In  the  details  of  life, 
great  and  small,  you  can  count  on  God's  guidance  (1 
Sam.  10:7). 

"What  can  it  mean  ?   Is  it  aught  to  Him 
That  the  nights  are  long  and  the  days  are  dim  ? 
Can  He  be  touched  by  the  griefs  I  bear. 
Which   sadden   the   heart   and   whiten   the   hair? 
Around  His  throne  are  eternal  calms. 
And  strong,  glad  music  of  happy  psalms, 
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And  bliss  unruffled  by  any  strife, 
How  can  He  care  for  my  life  ? 

"Oh,     wonderful  story  of  deathless  love! 
Each  child  is   dear  to   that  heart   above; 
He  fights  for  me  when  I  cannot  fight, 
He  comforts  me  in  the  gloom  of  the  night. 
He   lifts    the   burden,   for   He   is   strong, 
He  stills  the  sigh  and  awakens  the  song; 
The  sorrow  that  bowed  me  down  He  bears. 
And  loves  and  pardons  because  He  cares. 

"Let  all  who  are   sad  take  heart  again. 
We  are   not  alone  in  our  hour  of  pain; 
Our   Father  stoops   from   His  throne   above 
To  soothe  and  quiet  us  with  His  love: 
He  leaves  us  not  when  the  storm  is  high. 
And  we  have  safety,  for  He  is  nigh. 
Can  it  be  trouble  which  He  doth  share  ? 
Oh,  rest  in  peace,  for  the  Lord  does  care." 


J|  StudyiMg  the  Wble  JCessoM  I 

William   H.   Anderson 


Lesson   for   May   6,   1956 

THE  CONVERSION  OF  SAUL 

Lesson:  Acts  9:1-6,  10-19 

THE  PSALMIST  PRESENTS  the  testimony  of  a  man 
who  has  met  God:  "He  brought  me  up  .  .  .  out  of 
the  miry  clay,  and  set  my  feet  upon  a  rock,  and  estab- 
lished my  goings.  And  He  hath  put  a  new  song  in  my 
mouth,  even  praise  unto  our  God"  (Psalm  40:2-3).  This 
can  be  the  experience  of  any  man  or  woman  who  will 
meet  God's  terms. 

The  Bible  gives  many  examples  of  people  who  were 
transformed  by  the  power  of  Jesus  Christ.  One  such  man 
was  Saul  of  Tarsus.  He  was  a  prominent  Jew,  "of  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin,  an  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews;  ...  a 
Pharisee"  (Phil.  3:5).  In  spite  of  this,  he  was  also  a 
man  out  of  harmony  with  God's  plan  and  pi-ogram. 

If  it  could  ever  be  said  that  a  person  was  sincere,  but 
wrong,  this  was  true  of  Saul.  It  is  true  of  many  people 
today.  Sincerity  is  wonderful — but  it  is  not  enough!  Sol- 
omon correctly  says:  "There  is  a  way  which  seemeth 
right  unto  a  man,  but  the  end  thereof  are  the  ways  of 
death"  (Prov.  14:12).  If  you  are  attempting  to  gain 
heaven  by  any  way  other  than  through  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  you  will  be  sadly  disillusioned.  Speaking  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Peter  said:  "There  is  none  other  name  under 
heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved" 
(Acts  4:12). 

"Breathing  out  threatenings  and  slaughter  against  the 
disciples  of  the  Lord,"  Saul,  "went  unto  the  high  priest, 
and  desired  of  him  letters  to  Damascus  to  the  syna- 
gogues, that  if  he  found  any  of  this  way,  whether  they 
were  men  or  women,  he  might  bring  them  bound  unto 
Jerusalem." 
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In  all  this,  Saul  was  very  "zealous  toward  God"  (Acts 
22:3).  He  thought  he  was  doing  God's  will.  It  was  not 
intil  after  his  conversion  that  he  realized  he  was  oppos- 
ng  God. 

Saul's  conversion  was  complete.  Notice  the  necessary 
steps  before  a  man  can  be  truly  changed  and  made  a  new 
;reation  in  Christ  Jesus. 

First,  Saul  heard  from  heaven.  "Saul,  Saul,  why  per- 
;ecutest  thou  Me?"  No  man  can  come  unto  Christ  except 
le  be  first  drawn  by  the  Father.  In  John  6:44,  Jesus  said: 
'No  man  can  come  to  Me,  except  the  Father  which  hath 
ient  Me,  draw  him." 

Secondly,  there  must  be  a  personal  response  to  the 
;all  of  God.  "Lord,  what  wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do?"  It 
s  not  enough  to  have  God  speak,  if  we  do  not  respond 
n  obedience  to  His  voice. 

After  Saul  was  converted  on  the  Damascus  Road  he 
was  called  and  commissioned  of  God  for  service. 


This  proper  order  is  not  always  followed.  Some 
pi'eachers,  and  other  workers,  attempt  to  serve  God  be- 
fore they  have  surrendered  their  lives  to  Him.  God  seeks 
for  vessels  of  "honour,  sanctified,  and  meet  for  the  Mas- 
ter's use,  and  prepared  unto  every  good  work"  (II  Tim. 
2:21). 

God  had  a  definite  plan  for  Saul's  life.  His  name  was 
to  be  changed  to  Paul.  God  had  told  His  servant  Ananias: 
"He  is  a  chosen  vessel  unto  Me,  to  bear  My  name  be- 
fore the  Gentiles,  and  kings,  and  the  children  of  Israel: 
For  I  will  shew  him  how  great  things  he  must  suffer 
for  My  name's  sake"   (Actg  9:15-16). 

We  cannot  all  be  an  Apostle  Paul.  Neither  can  we  all 
experience  a  blinding  light  from  heaven  at  our  conver- 
sion. Nor  will  our  commission  be  the  same.  However,  we 
can  all  experience  the  transforming  power  of  the  Gospel 
in  our  lives;  we  can  experience  the  reality  of  truly  be- 
ing turned  from  sin  unto  God;  and  we  can  seek  for 
God's  perfect  will  in  our  lives,  and  for  our  place  of  ser- 
vice in   His   vineyard! 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 

MAY  OFFERING  TIME 

"THE  TIME  IS  ROLLING  AROUND  AGAIN, 
■■■  and  I  am  wondering  how  many  of  us  are  get- 
ting ready  for  it?  The  time,  I  mean,  when  the 
general  offering  for  supporting  Brethren  Youth 
will  be  lifted.  We  depend  heavily  upon  this  offer- 
ing from  you,  and  we  trust  you  completely  to 
support  the  cause  of  Brethren  Youth,  which,  be- 
lieve it  or  not,  directly  affects  you  and  your 
church. 

HOW  IT  WILL  HELP 

Some  individuals  ask  such  questions  as,  "What 
is  Brethren  Youth  doing  for  our  local  church?" 
'What  about  the  times  when  B.  Y.  has  failed  to 
?et  out  youth  materials,  or  the  times  when  they 
were  late  in  what  they  did  produce?"  We  are  not 
going  to  avoid  these  questions,  for  to  do  so  would 
he  like  the  grocer  who  keeps  getting  calls  for  a 
certain  brand  of  foods  but  never  stocks  them, 
then  when  his  customers  leave  and  shop  else- 
jwhere  he  wonders  why  they  did  that  to  him.  We 
believe  and  know  that  such  questions  are  legiti- 
mate. 

However,  if  you  will  notice  the  demand  is  that 
the  national  organization  do  all  of  the  serving  and 
meeting  certain  requirements.  Remember  that  if 


the  grocer  is  new  in  the  neighborhood  he  might 
have  to  receive  a  certain  amount  of  patronage  be- 
fore he  has  the  money  to  stock  the  goods  called 
for.  So  is  Brethren  Youth.  We  need  more  patron- 
age in  the  form  of  general  support  before  we  can 
produce  the  desired  materials  and  program.  To 
date  we  have  been  left  on  the  short  end  of  the 
horn.  This  is  not  complaining — it  is  fact.  Breth- 
ren Youth  has  been  supplying  materials  free  for 
several  years  by  begging  the  free  help  and  time 
of  others  to  produce  these  materials.  Conse- 
quently when  some  one  of  these  individuals  fail, 
or  find  it  impossible  to  come  through,  what  are 
we  to  say?  We  cannot  continue  year  after  year 
to  draw  their  blood  and  say  "Thank  you." 

Again,  by  expansion  in  organization  and  a  few 
more  dollars  (three  or  four  hundred  per  year) 
we  would  be  able  to  hire  efficient  and  adequate 
office  help  to  select,  edit  and  produce  materials 
and  suggested  programs  for  local  groups.  This 
would  also  be  valuable  in  tying  together  Brother- 
hood and  Sisterhood  organizations  to  the  Breth- 
ren Youth  program.  JUST  ONE  GOOD  WORKER 
FOR  A  FEW  DOLLARS  A  WEEK  WOULD 
TURN  THE  TIDE !  But  it  cannot  be  done  unless 
we  meet  our  budget. 

The  growing  work  of  the  youth  director  de- 
mands time  and  attention.  This  also  increases  the 
expense  of  operation.  Are  we  to  continue?  Mean- 
while, we  have  suggested  a  variety  of  materials 
from  time  to  time  (for  which  you  must  pay  to 
receive)  from  other  sources  that  will  adequately 
meet  your  needs  until  your  own  youth  work  is 
standing  firmly  upon  its  financial  feet.  You  may 
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write  in  for  information  and  we  shall  be  happy 
to  oblige. 

REMEMBER  YOUR  PART 

A  few  weeks  ago  we  mentioned  the  amount  of 
the  usual  offering,  per  capita.  We  should  like  to 
remind  you  of  that  figure:  our  records  show  less 
than  twenty  cents  per  member  has  been  given 
annually  to  the  support  of  the  Brethren  Youth 
work  (more  accurately,  about  eighteen  cents). 
We  repeat:  FIFTY  CENTS  PER  MEMBER 
WOULD  GIVE  BRETHREN  YOUTH  A  TRE- 
MENDOUS LIFT! 

This  offering  is  to  be  lifted  in  May,  the  20th 
to  be  specific.  Where  you  have  been  giving  less, 
can  we  count  on  you  to  give  fifty  cents?  Do  it, 
and  watch  B.  Y.  go! 

MAY  20,  YOUTH  DAY 

The  third  Sunday  of  May  each  year  has  been 
designated  as  NATIONAL  BRETHREN  YOUTH 
DAY.  Make  use  of  your  young  people  on  that 
day  in  church.  One  of  the  national  goals  for  B.  Y. 
is  a  public  service.  If  you  cannot  arrange  for  this 
service  on  May  20,  then  try  to  make  some  other 
Sunday  in  May  this  year.  BRETHREN  YOUTH 
ARE  MOVING  FORWARD. 


INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  The  Goshen  Church  has  secured 
the  services  of  Richard  Allison  as  Assistant  Pastor  for 
the  summer  months.  "Dick"  is  a  Seminarian  at  Ashland 
and  comes  from  Milledgeville,  Illinois;  his  family  con- 
sists of  his  wife  and  two  boys.  The  Allisons  will  live 
on  the  field  in  a  home  provided  by  the  Goshen  Church. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Brother  C.  A.  Stewart  notes  that 
the  Flora  ministers  have  been  filling  the  pulpit  of  the 
local  Methodist  church  on  Sunday  mornings  at  the  9:30 
hour  since  the  death  of  their  pastor.  Brother  Stewart's 
turn  was  on  April  22nd.  This  arrangement  is  to  continue 
until  June. 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  Guest  speaker  on  April  15th 
was  Rev.  Ralph  Miller,  a  long  time  friend  of  the  pastor 
and  wife. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  The  B.  Y.  C.  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  evening  service  on  April  29th,  with  Rolf 
Stolpner   as   speaker. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  H.  Francis  Berkshire 
has  been  called  to  serve  as  pastor  for  another  year. 
Brother  Berkshire  notes  that  he  will  begin  his  4th  year 
in  October  with  the  Lanark  Brethren. 

The  Boys'  Brotherhood  was  in  charge  of  the  morning 
service  on  April  15th. 
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TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  The  Tucson  church  has  set  aside 
one  Sunday  each  month  for  a  special  "Cash  Day"  offer- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  more  rapidly  paying  off  the  in- 
debtedness on  their  new  S.  S.  addition.  April  22nd  wasi 
the  first  of  these   special   days. 

As  of  the  early  part  of  April,  there  was  about  $4,400.00 
yet  due  on  the  new  addition.  From  the  Tucson  bulletin 
we  quote,  "Evidences  of  growth  indicate  that  more  room 
may  be  needed  and  should  hasten  our  payments  of  pres- 
ent debt." 


COMING  EVENTS 

NOTICE 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY  BRETHREN 

CHRISTIAN  ENDEAVOR  RALLY 

Tuesday,  May  1,  1956—7:30  D.  S.  T. 

Second  Brethren  Church,  Johnstown,  Penna. 

Speakers^ — Bob  and  Bea  Bischof 

Mission  offering  goal $100.00 

ALL  AREA  BRETHREN  INVITED 

Walter  C.  Wertz,  President, 
C.  C.  B.  C.  E.  Union. 

LAYMEN'S  RALLY 
NORTHEASTERN  OHIO  DISTRICT 

May  18th 

Jons  Park   Pavilion — Mansfield,  Ohio 

Registration  6:30;   Supper  7:00  E.  S.  T. 

Important  Business 

Missionary  Robert  Bischof,  Speaker 

Reservations  should  be  in  by  May  11th.  Send  to: 

Raymond  Metcalf, 
489  Davidson  St., 
Mansfield,  Ohio. 

The  Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen  will  be 
host  to  the  Northern  Indiana  District  in  a  joint 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Brethren  Church  in 
North  Manchester,  Indiana,  Monday  Evening, 
May  21st,  1956. 

We  especially  urge  a  good  attendance  from  a,l] 
churches.  A  number  of  churches  are  becoming 
very  lax  in  their  Layman's  Organization,  sc 
please  come  and  enjoy  a  good  time  and  receive 
a  real  blessing.  A  fine  program  will  be  in  store 
for  you. 

Supper  hour  6:00  to  7:30  prevailing  time, 
Please  send  reservations  to  the  North  Manches- 
ter church,  Please. 

C.  E.  Keplinger,  Sec'y. 
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HThe   y\/omens    f^orner 

e-^Se*  ""QS^  "^Se* 

I  by   Helen  Jordan 

WHAT  DO  WE  SEE  When  we  lift  up  our  eyes? 
Jesus  said,  "Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  unto  the 
ifields  for  they  are  white  already  to  harvest"  John  4:35. 
He  would  have  us  see  a  sin-sick  world;  a  world  of  peo- 
jple  who  need  Him.  Christ  would  have  us  see  suffering 
Ihumanity  whom  we  can  help.  His  eyes  were  open  to  the 
ineeds  of  others  and  if  we  are  truly  following  Him,  our 
jeyes  will  be  open  too,  to  their  needs. 
I  Jesus  said  the  fields  are  white  to  harvest.  We  need  not 
Iwait;  they  are  waiting  for  us.  Someone  has  sown  the  seed; 
it  has  been  watered  and  tended  and  now  the  harvest  is 
iready.   What  are   we  waiting  for? 

What  happens  when  we  lift  up  our  hearts  and  pray? 
1  Maybe  we  are  not  harvesting  because  we  are  not  pray- 
ing. Prayer,  to  be  effective,  must  make  us  willing  to  be 
isacrificial.  "The  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous 
[man  availeth  much"  James  5:16.  We  certainly  will  never 
ibe  faithful  witnesses  and  soul  winners  without  being 
iconcerned  enough  about  the  unsaved  to  pray  for  them. 
iDo  our  hearts  yearn  for  the  unsaved? 

What  happens  when  we  lift  up  our  hands  and  give? 


How  much  do  you  say  you  love  the  Lord?  By  your 
giving,  how  much  do  you  prove  you  love  Him  ?  How 
much  should  you  give  ? 

"Give  as  you  would  if  an  angel  awaited  your  gift  at  the 
door. 

Give  as  you  would  if  tomorrow  found  you  where  giving 
is  o'er. 

Give  as  you  would  to  the  Master  if  you  met  His  loving 
look. 

Give   as   you  would  of  your  substance   if  His   Hand  the 
offering    took." 

Give,  too,  as  if  you  were  the  one  receiving  it  instead 
of  giving  it. 

Where  would  you  go  if  you  obeyed  His  command  to 
lift  up  your  feet  and  go? 

Can  you  honestly  sing  "I'll  go  where  You  want  me 
to  go?"  No  excuses  are  accepted  for  staying  at  home. 
We  are  to  go !  Where  ?  That  is  a  matter  between  you  and 
your  Lord  but  "lift  up  your  feet  and  go"  Matt.  28:19,  20. 

The  challenge  of  the  hour  is  to  lift  up  our  eyes  and 
look  unto  the  harvest,  then  lift  up  our  hearts  and  pray 
that  we  may  lift  our  hands  and  give  and  lift  up  our 
feet  and  go. 

Margaret  E.  Lowery, 

Krypton,  Ky. 
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MBSSIONARY  DEPARTMENT 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

ithe  junior  primary  school  after  a  year  or  two  of  train- 
?ing  in  the  outvillage  school.  The  pupils  who  go  on  with 
1  their  education  may  well  become  the  future  leaders  of 
^the  church  in  Nigeria  as  well  as  leaders  in  their  com- 
l.munity  and  perhaps  in  their  government. 

i  A  total  of  177  attend  the  classes  for  adults  in  these 
I'twenty-four  villages.  This  is  the  only  formal  education 
jithese  adults  will  have  as  they  are  too  old  to  enter  junior 
primary  schools. 

Each  of  the  teachers  holds  Sunday  church  services  in 
his  village.  Some  of  them  have  as  many  as  three  or  four 
services  each  week.  The  combined  attendance  in  church 
on  a  Sunday  morning  in  these  twenty-four  villages  would 
be  more  than  2,080. 

In  the  first  half  of  1955,  about  fifty  people  in  these 
villages  took  the  covenant.  This  means  that  they  are 
now  preparing  for  baptism.  They  are  studying  in  classes 
for  church  membership,  learning  about  Christianity,  and 
what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian.  They  are  also  trying 
to  live  new  lives^  such  as  a  Christian  should  live.  Nearly 
100  people  have  been  baptized.  What  a  challenge  our 
mission  in  Nigeria  presents  to  the  new  missionary.  God 
bless  the  witness  of  classes  in  religious  instruction — the 
C.  R.  I's. — from  the  Gospel  Messenger, 
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FUNK-GRUMBLING.  Saturday,  March  24,  1956,  7:30 
P.  M.  the  Garber  Memorial  Brethren  Church,  Ashland, 
Ohio,  was  the  scene  of  the  wedding  of  Miss  Janet  Funk, 
daughter  of  Mr.  aiyd  Mrs.  D.  E.  Funk,  Jr.,  420  E.  Liberty 
Street,  Ashland,  and  Mr.  Ronald  Grumbling,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clyde  Grumbling,  185  Chandler  Ave.,  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  pas- 
tor of  the  Church. 

H.  William  Fells,  Pastor. 
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KING.  Saturday,  March  31,  1956,  Mrs.  Maggie  B.  King 
was  laid  to  I'est  in  thq  family  plot  beside  her  husband 
at  Utica,  Ohio.  She  \vias  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Fannie  Friel,  born  July  31,  1880  and  departed  this  life 
March  28,  1956,  after  a  short  illness  at  the  Samaritan 
Hospital,  Ashland,  Ohio.  She  was  the  first  member  of 
the  Garber  Memorial  Brethren  Church  and  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  same  to  be  called  away.  The  pas- 
tor of  the   church   officiated   at   the   services. 

H.  William  Fells,  Pastor. 


Brethren  Historical   library 
Ma nc  he  s  t -:  r  C  o  lie  g^ ' 
N.    Manchester,   Inci* 


PAGE  SrXTEEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


FUN^TO'^PtAY 


^ibC^Qom^ 


BOXED    BIBLE   GAMES 


Fun  With  Lotto  A  Bible  Game 

By  Mae  Smith.  This  game  may 
be  played  by  as  many  as  16  people 
at  once,  plus  a  "caller"  who  will 
call  off  the  name  of  various  Bible 
characters  while  the  players  place 
symbols  on  corresponding  cards. 
The  player  who  first  fills  his  card 
is  the  winner.  Boxed,   $1.00 

Bible  Zoo  Game 

By  B.  DeFrees  Brien.  A  Fun 
Game  in  Rhyme.  Entertaining  and 
educational  verse  riddles  about  Bible 
animals.     For  all    ages.    Boxed,   60^ 

Who    Am    I? 

By  B.  DeFrees  Brien.  Clever,  in- 
structive Bible  quizzes.   Boxed,    60't 

Verse  Riddles  from  the  Bible 

Helps  all  ages  to  become  familiar 
with  Bible  characters  and  outstand- 
ing events.  Boxed,   60<* 

TRAV-E-LOG 

By   "Uncle 

Trav-E-Log  of  Christ 

Includes  beautiful  full-color  play- 
ing board  vividly  portraying  the 
events  in  the  life  of  Christ,  300 
Gospel  quiz  slips,  4  pawns  and 
complete,  easy-to-understand  direc- 
tions. 

Regular    Edition,  Boxed,  75i 

Deluxe  Edition  (with  extra  heavy 

playing    board).    Boxed,   $1.00 

Junior   Trav-E-Log    of   Christ 

Same  as  Trav-E-Log  of  Christ 
above,  but  simplified  and  designed 
for  boys  and  girls.  Includes  play- 
ing board,  quiz  slips,  pawns  and 
directions.  Boxed,   50(* 


Lemon's   Bible   Game 

12  fascinating  Bible  games  in 
one  set  of  120  cards!  You  can 
play    the    following: 


Bible  Quiz 
Bible  Heroes 
Bible  Cities 
Bible  Fauna 
Bible   Books 
Kings- 
Chronicles 


Bible  Treasures 
Bible  Groupings 
Bible  Puzzles 
Bible  Countries 
Bible   Flora 
Bible  Heroines 

Boxed,  $1.00 

"What  Am   I?"  Bible  Game 

By  B.  DeFrees  Brien.  A  fasci- 
nating  quiz   game.  Boxed,    60^ 

Bible   Authors 

Played  similar  to  popular  "Au- 
thors Game."  Learn  Bible  books. 
Boxed,  60<* 
Bible   Boys 

An  intriguing  question  and  an- 
swer game.  Boxed,  60^ 

BIBLE    GAMES 

Jim"    Turn  bull 

Bible  Trav-E-Log 

(Old  Testament)  Includes  a 
beautiful  full-color  playing  board, 
300  quiz  slips,  4  pawns  and  com- 
plete, easy-to-understand  directions. 
Makes  the  Old  Testament  interest- 
ing  and    understandable. 

Regular   Edition,  Boxed,    l^i- 

Deluxe  Edition  (with  extra  heavy 

playing    board).    Boxed,  $1.00 

Junior   Bible   Trav-E-Log 

{Old  Testament)  Same  as  Bible 
Trav-E-Log  described  above,  but 
simplified  and  completely  revised 
for   boys   and  girls.  Boxed,    50^ 


TREASURE    TRAILS    BIBLE    GAME 

By   N.   A.    Woychuk 


An  exciting,  colorful,  education- 
al, intriguing  board  game  which 
traces  chronologically  the  story  of 
the  Bible.  Included  are  a  beautiful 
full-color    reinforced    playing    board. 


consequence    cards    and    Scripture 

memorizing    cards.     From    2    to    8 

players.    Enjoyable  and  educational. 

Boxed,  $3.95 


Add   15^  per  game  for  postage  and  packing. 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,  Ohio. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Baptismal  services  were  held 
on  April  15th.  Brother  William  Keeling  reports  that  ten 
were  received  into  the  church  as  a  result  of  the  meet- 
ings with  Brother  D.  C.  White,  with  others  who  could 
not  be  at  the  scheduled  baptism,  to  be  received  at  a  later 
baptism. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN. 
Brother  Elmer  M.  Keck  notes  that  at  a  recent  special 
church  business  meeting  he  was  given  a  call  for  another 
year  as  pastor  of  the  Valley  Church. 

Sunday  School  and  Church  attendances  of  76  and  78 
respectively,  were  noted  on  a  recent  Sunday. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  From  the  Gratis  bulletin  we  learn 
that  45  laymen  were  present  at  the  Miami  Valley  Lay- 
men's Rally  held  in  the  West  Alexandria  Church  on 
April  16th. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Dean  Delbert 
B.  Flora,  of  Ashland  Seminary,  was  guest  speaker  on 
April  29th,  at  both  morning  and  evening  services. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  From  Brother 
Henry  Bates'  bulletin  we  learn  that  Brother  C.  C.  Grisso 
entered  the  Wabash  Hospital  for  observation  on  Friday 
evening,  April  20th.  Brother  Bates  pens  a  note  that 
Brother  Grisso  wasn't  sure  Saturday  evening  whether  an 


operation  would  be  necessary  or  not.   (Let  us  remember 
this   our  brother  and  servant  in  prayer.  Ed.) 

The  monthly  Fellowship  Hour  was  held  following  the 
evening  service  on  April  15th.  Brother  Bob  Bischof, 
speaker  at  the  morning  public  service  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Societies,  and  also  speaker  at  the  evening  ser- 
vice, was  guest  of  honoi*. 

The  Mother-Daughter  Banquet  was  a  scheduled  event 
of  May  2nd,  in  the  E.  U.  B.  Church. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  A  "Thank  You"  note  comes 
from  Mrs.  Robert  Higgins  for  the  many  cards  and  prayers 
extended  her  way  during  her  hospitalization.  She  under- 
went surgery  on  March  30th,  at  Elkhart  General  Hospital. 
As  of  April  18th,  Brother  Higgins  reports  that  Sister 
Higgins  is  home  and  was  looking  forward  to  attending 
services,  April  22nd. 

Brother  Higgins  notes  that  "we  have  received  41  new 
members  since  Jan.  1,  1956,  on  a  goal  of  55  through  the 
Easter  Season,  and  our  Spring  Revival  which  starts  to- 
night  (April  18th.") 

The  Junior  Sisterhood  Public  Program  was  held  the 
evening  of  April  8th. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Marking  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  the  Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha 
Organization,  a    special   Birthday   Party   celebration  was 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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NOTICE  TO 
THE  BRETHREN  IN  AND  AROUND  PHOENIX,  ARIZONA. 

THE  BRETHREN  will  hold  their  2nd  Fellowship  meeting  with  a 
picnic — Sunday,  May  13th,  at  5:00  P.  M.  (Mother's  Day).  The  picnic  will 
be  at  Tempe  City  Park  at  1st  and  Mill  on  the  west  edge  of  the  city  of 
Tempe. 

A  group  of  Tucson  Brethren  will  attend  for  inspiration  and  encour- 
agement. All  Brethren  and  friends  of  that  area  are  cordially  invited. 

ANY  BRETHREN— ANYWHERE— knowing  of  Brethren  in  that 
area  are  urged  to  either  notify  them  of  this  gathering,  or  write  at  once 
to:  Rev.  Vernon  Grisso,  115  N.  Bryant  Ave.,  Tucson,  Arizona,  giving 
name  and  address  of  the  same. 

Vernon  Grisso. 
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ISrethren   Youth  Offering 


THE  BRETHREN  YOUTH  Organization  in  the 
Brethren  Church  is  a  going  concern.  It  has 
been  for  a  number  of  years,  with  remarkable  re- 
sults, and  it  shall  continue  to  be.  Why?  Because 
j  there  are  those  who  are  leaders  in  the  work  and 
I  those  interested  in  the  work  who  believe  in  it, 


and  who  are  willing  to  devote  their  time  and  en- 
ergies to  its  work. 

The  biggest  difficulty  faced  by  the  Brethren 
Youth  Organization  has  been  its  lack  of  proper 
financing.  As  a  member  of  the  former  Christian 
(Continued  on  Page  17) 


ELDER  WILLIS  E.  RONK 

November  15,  1891  —  April  24,  1956 

OUR  HEARTS  WERE  SADDENED  Tuesday  evening, 
April  24th,  in  learning  the  news  of  the  passing  of 
Brother  WILLIS  E.  RONK,  of  Ashland.  Brother  Ronk, 
so  well  known  to  all  Brethren,  had  been  ill  for  about  two 
weeks,  having  taken  ill  during  the  Pastor's  Conference, 
April  10-12. 

Brother  Ronkj  was  born,  the  son  of  David  and  Susan 
Tellar  Ronk,  at  Turlock,  Calif.,  on  Nov.  15,  1891.  He  was 
married  to  Helen  Brandenburg,  on  April  7,  1920,  who 
survives  him.  Other  survivors  include  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
John  D.  Manville,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  two  sons,  Ivan  E., 
of  Goshen,  Ind.,  and  Robert  T.,  of  the  armed  forces  in 
France;  two  grandchildren,  three  brothers.  Elder  George 
T.,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  Elder  Albert  T.,  of  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  and  Kenneth  R.,  Santa  Cruz,  California. 

Brother  Ronk,  his  life,  his  work,  his  interest,  were  all 
so  intertwined  with  the  life  of  the  Brethren  Church,  that 
the  two  are  practically  synonymous.  He  lived  in  Ashland 
for  ten  years,  serving  part  of  the  time  as  pastor  of  the 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church,  and  part  of  the  time  as 
Dean  of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary;  he  was  President 
of  the  Publication  Board,  and  it  was  during  his  term  of 
office  that  the  present  Publication  Building  was  conceived 
and  erected,  a  tribute  to  his  foresight  and  good  judgment. 
Serving  some  years  in  pastorates,  he  was  recalled  to  Ash- 
land last  year  to  serve  on  the  Ashland  Seminary  Faculty. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  also  serving  as  President 
of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  new  Co-Ordinating  Planning  Committee  of 
General  Conference. 

Our  heartfelt  sympathies  and  prayers  go  to  the  loved 
ones  who  survive.  At  a  later  date,  we  plan  to  devote  suf- 
ficient space  in  an  issue  of  the  Evangelist  to,  in  a  small 
measure,  properly  evaluate  the  life  of  this  our  dear 
Brother,  and  what  he  has  meant  to  us. 


Brother  Ronk  has  lived  his  life  well,  and  has  served 
faithfully  to  the  end;  now  it  is  his  to  enjoy  the  full 
measure  of  eternal  life  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord  whose 
he  was  and  whom  he  served.  This  full  assurance  of  eter- 
nal life  is  our  comfort  and  ouri  hope. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church  on  Friday  morning,  April  27th,  in  charge 
of  Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora,  of  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary, assisted  by  Elder  Clarence  Fairbanks,  pastor  of  the 
Church.   Burial   at   Goshen,   Indiana. — W.  S.   B. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


TO  ALL  BRETHREN : 


We  present  a  number  of  messages  written  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Brethren  Youth  Board  to  inform 
you  of  the  purpose  and  the  importance  of  the  Brethren 
Youth   work.   We  trust    that   by   reading   these   messages 


you  will  better  understand  the  work  of  Brethren  Youth, 
and  you  will  feel  the  responsibility  of  giving  to  keep  the 
work  going.  Help  Brethren  Youth  KEEP  ON  KEEPING 
ON.—  Clarence  Stogsdill. 


(^^ 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  AND  BROTHERHOOD 

REV.  LYLE  LICHTENBERGER 

Pastor,   Berlin,   Pennsylvania 


3<ei 


ARTICLE  I  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Young 
Men  and  Boys  Brotherhood  of  the  Brethren 
Church  reads:  "The  object  of  this  organization 
shall  be  to  promote  among  the  young  men  and 
boys  of  the  Brethren  Church  planned  Bible  Study, 
missionary  zeal,  and  inspiration  to  walk  in  the 
Spirit  and  bear  the  'fruit  of  the  Spirit'  which  is 
love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffering,  gentleness,  good- 
ness, faith,  meekness,  temperance."  (Gal.  5:  22, 
23.) 

The  problem  which  is  set  before  us  in  this  topic 
is  to  see  whether  or  not  the  Brethren  Youth  Or- 
ganization is  able  to  contribute  to  the  fulfilling  of 
this  purpose  in  the  local  church. 

We  would  ask  you  to  keep  in  mind  that  the 
author  of  this  topic  is  somewhat  new  in  Brother- 
hood work.  He  has  been  in  the  ministry  but  six 
years  and  vitally  interested  in  Brotherhood  but 
three  of  the  six  years.  He  is  now  the  advisor  for 
two  organizations,  Junior  and  Senior,  which  have  a 
total   membership   of   approxirfiately   thirty-five. 


Therefore  the  observations  which  he  shall  make 
should  not  be  taken  in  any  way  as  being  critical 
of  the  work  but  merely  as  observations  made  by 
one  who  needs  help  with  his  own  boys.  One  of 
the  greatest  problems  which  we  saw  from  afar 
was  that  the  greatest  burden  for  the  work  with 
the  boys  was  carried  on  the  backs  of  too  few  men. 
These  men  deserve  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  each 
member  of  our  denomination,  whether  they  now 
have  a  Brotherhood  or  not,  for  keeping  the  fire 
alive  when  others  would  put  it  out.  These  men 
were  both  ministers  and  laymen  who  felt  the 
mission  "It  is  better  to  build  boys  than  to  mend 
men." 

One  of  these  leaders  recently  told  me  that  al- 
though he  has  worked  with  boys  for  almost  thirty 
years  there  has  never  been  a  harder  time  to  ac- 
complish its  purpose  than  today.  Today  we  have 
too  much  competition  from  the  community  and 
the  schools.  Today  they  have  television,  hot  rods, 
ball  games,  and  other  things.  The  boys  just  don't 
have  time  and  are  just  not  interested.  It  is  true 
that  if  you  feed  them  at  each  meeting — make 
your  devotions  short,  take  them  on  picnics,  let 
them  play  ball — they  will  be  there.  But  for  this 
"Bible  stuff"  they  just  don't  have  time.  No 
longer  can  we  say  that  a  Sunday  School  boy  is 
never  a  juvenile  delinquent.  Recently  one  of  our 
large  eastern  cities  reported  that  approximately 
eighty  per  cent  of  the  juveniles  who  were  in 
Juvenile  Court  in  1955  said  thej^  were  actively  at- 
tending Sunday  School.  Many  churches  have 
thrown  up  their  hands  in  horror  and  quit  their 
youth  work  altogether.  The  excuse  for  this  action 
has  usually  been  "you  can't  do  anything  with 
them,"  while  it  should  be  "we  don't  want  to  take 
the  time  to  work  out  the  problem."  The  problem 
is  not  a  small  one.  There  is  no  one,  two  or  even 
three  satisfactory  answers.  The  problem  is  too 
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complex  for  one  or  two  people  to  solve,  if  it  can 
be  solved.  Don't  ever  forget  the  future  of  the 
Brethren  Church  still  rests  in  its  youth  and  pri- 
marily upon  the  boys.  The  Hebrew  people  never 
looked  upon  the  leading  of  their  boys  as  a  thing 
for  their  leisurel  time  or  a  job  for  the  Priest  or 
the  Rabbi  but  it  was  an  obligation  of  the  parent. 

They  were  as  obedient  to  God's  commands  to 
teach  their  children  God's  ways  as  they  were  to 
any  other  part  of  the  law.  This  was  the  strength 
of  the  Israelites — it  kept  them  together.  It  kept 
them  true.  Every  child  knew  the  law  and  when 
the  people  did  not  teach  it  because  they  "just 
didn't  have  time,"  judgment  fell. 

The  promise  of  God  is  still  true — "Bring  up  a 
child  in  the  way  he  should  go  and  when  he  is  old 
he  will  not  depart  from  it."  Let's  face  it  Breth- 
ren, this  promise  is  also  a  threat.  If  you  don't 
bring  him  up  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  you  can 
hardly  expect  him  to  walk  in  them.  I  have  never 
been  able  to  read  that  promise  as  if  it  were  for 
the  home  alone.  It  is  just  as  basically  true  for  the 
Church. 

Now  how  is  Brethren  Youth  assisting  in  an- 
swering this  problem?  First  of  all,  I  think  the 


Brethren  Youth  Board  through  its  magazine,  its 
Youth  Director,  and  its  conference  programs  is 
providing  a  means  by  which  our  boys  are  made 
aware  of  the  over-all  work  of  the  church.  They 
are  kept  in  touch  with  mission  work  and  workers. 
They  know  there  are  other  boys  who  are  work- 
ing for  the  cause  of  the  kingdom.  They  have  the 
privilege  of  fellowshipping  with  other  boys  who 
are  struggling  against  great  odds  to  achieve  their 
spiritual  goals. 

There  are  a  number  of  things  I  would  like  to 
see  achieved  for  the  sake  of  our  boys  within  the 
framework  of  our  Board.  First  and  foremost  I 
would  like  to  see  a  committee  from  the  Brother- 
hood Board  as  well  as  from  the  Brethren  Youth 
Board  meet  to  consider  the  over-all  program  of 
our  boys'  work.  The  program  as  it  now  stands 
is  excellent  but  it  needs  expansion.  As  one  min- 
ister recently  said,  "It  needs  teeth  in  it."  It  is  no 
longer  playing  second  fiddle  in  the  lives  of  our 
boys:  it  is  playing  seventh  or  eighth,  when  with 
as  great  a  program  and  purpose  as  it  has  it  should 
be  second  to  none.  It  will  take  time — a  lot  of  it. 
But  every  day  lost  means  another  boy  lost.  If  our 
boys  are  lost  today,  tomorrow  may  not  be  ours. 
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SISTERHOOD  AND  BRETHREN  YOUTH 

ELAINE  McDANIEL 

President,   National   Sisterhood 


The  horizon  of  Sisterhood  and  youth  work  in  the 
church  extends  to  the  far  comers  of  the  world.  In 
this  age  of  travel,  we  no  longer  limit  our  activi- 
ties to  our  local  groups,  but  our  interests  and  ac- 
tivities extend  to  those  in  other  countries  and  far 
lands.  The  young  person  today  is  not  so  far  differ- 
ent than  young  people  of  times  past  in  heart  and 
soul,  but  they  differ  mostly  in  knowledge.  The 
opportunities  can  be  usied  for  good  or  evil.  Far  too 
many  branch  out  in  selfish  and  indiflferent  avenues. 
These  are  not  the  ones  we  wish  to  consider. 


nPHE  AGE  WE  LIVE  IN  threatens  world  wide 
catastrophe,  but  it  hkewise  holds  un- 
expected hope  and  unexampled  promise.  The 
shadows  that  now  fall  across  our  path  measure 
the  height  we  still  have  to  climb. 

The  Brethren  Church  holds  great  possibilities 
in  the  youth  of  their  church.  Too  often  we  fail  to 


realize  this  and  crush  the  very  bud  that  might 
flower  into  great  and  lasting  beauty. 

Our  nation  recognizes  the  value  of  youth.  They 
know  that  they  will  come  through  victoriously  if 
they  are  given  the  necessary  equipment  and  re- 
sponsibilities. It  is  then  up  tq(  our  church  to  en- 
courage and  place  confidence  into  the  youth. 

Too  often  the  church  leaders  have  a  fear  of 
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placing  confidence  in  the  j^outh  of  the  church. 
True,  the  youth  need  directing  and  guidance  by 
those  of  experience  and  devotion ;  but  youth  have 
"hfe"  and  "ideas"  to  add  to  the  program  of  the 
church. 

The  Brethren  Youth  program  along  with  the 
Sisterhood  organization  gives  added  opportunities 
for  the  young  people  of  the  church  tO'  express 
their  ways  of  Christian  living. 

I  feel  that  greater  emphasis  should  be  placed 
on  these.  Our  nation  does  not  place  our  young 
men  in  active  duty  until  they  have  gone  through 
a  thorough  training  program.  Yet  the  church 
often  expects  our  young  people  to  assume  leader- 
ship in  the  church  with  very  little  or  no  training. 
In  many  cases  when  they  do  not  meet  up  to  the 
expectations,  they  are  severely  criticized.  If  our 
church  expects  to  advance  to  great  heights  in  the 
work  of  our  Lord,  we  must  more  definitely  back 
the  work  of  our  Brethren  Youth  and  Sisterhood. 


There  must  be  a  unity  in  efforts.  All  work- 
ing for  one  common  cause,  "that  the  Lord  Jesus 
be  lifted  up,  that  His  Name  be  made  known  to  all 
peoples  of  the  earth,  and  that  all  men  crown  Him 
as  their  King  and  Lord." 

Many  young  people  of  the  church  have  talents 
that  are  not  used.  Many  are  willing  and  anxious 
to  work  if  they  knew  what  to  do.  The  "world" 
plans  all  types  of  activities  to  draw  attention  and 
use  the  time  of  our  youth.  Should  not  the  church 
spend  some  time  to  attract  the  youth  toward  the 
church  ? 

Many  of  our  young  people  are  not  wage  earn- 
ers. They  are  still  in  the  dependent  years  of  their 
life,  as  far  as  finances  are  concerned.  Surely  the 
church  should  not  let  the  program  of  the  Breth- 
ren Youth  or  Sisterhood  fall  down  because  they 
can  not  finance  their  programs.  We  should  all  be 
praying  that  the  Brethren  Youth  and  Sisterhood 
may  always  carry  their  banners  high. 


^^ 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  AND  MISSION  PROJECTS 

MARGARET  E.  LOWERY 

_  Missionary,    Krypton,    Kentucky 
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"Be  ye  doers  of  the  WORD,  and  not  hearers 
only,  deceiving  your  own  selves."  James  1:22. 

VV7HEN  JESUS  APPEARED  unto  Saul  on  the 
^  way  to  Damascus,  Saul's  first  question  was, 
"What  wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do?"  God's  answer 
was  sent  through  Ananias — "I  will  show  him 
how  great  things  he  must  do."  Acts  9:16.  God 
who  was  able  to  change  Saul  the  persecutor  into 


Paul  the  preacher  and  greatest  missionary  the 
world  has  ever  known  can  do  the  same  with  each 
of  us,  if  we  but  allow  Him  to  show  us  how  great 
things  we  must  do.  As  Brethren  Youth  we  can- 
not be  truly  serving  Him  unless  our  duty  is 
single-eyed  service  unto  Him.  Col.  3:17;  Joshua 
24:15.  We  must  be  wholeheartedly  sincere  in  all 
our  endeavors.  Proverbs  16:5.  Then  we  will  be 
able  to  find  abundant  opportunities  for  missionary 
activities. 

Brethren  Youth  in  thinking  of  mission  projects 
must  be  aware  of  the  three  aspects  of  giving. 
Christian  giving  involves  SELF,  SUBSTANCE 
and  SERVICE.  All  such  giving  is  founded  upon 
a  complete  commitment  to  Jesus  and  His  way  of 
life. 

God  picks  the  very  choicest  to  be  His  repre- 
sentatives. Each  time  He  calls  a  person  to  go  out 
to  preach  He  calls  him  from  a  busy  life.  God  does 
not  call  every  Christian  to  go  to  some  foreign 
land  to  proclaim  the  Gospel,  but  He  does  call 
everyone  to  SHARE  in  the  great  business  of 
spreading  the  Gospel  throughout  the  world.  Each 
one  has  his  or  her  definite  task,  whether  here 
at  home  or  abroad. 
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SELF — When  it  comes  to  the  actual  giving,  it 
is  not  money  first  of  all,  but  time  and  talents. 
Missionaries  are  not  the  only  ones  who  devote 
their  lives  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.  The 
redemption  of  the  world  is  in  the  hands  and 
hearts  and  lives  of  all  who  have  caught  the  spirit 
of  Jesus,  and  who  are  teaching  Him  in  an  under- 
standable way  to  men  and  women  in  their  own 
language,  who  are  teaching  Him  through  person- 
alities that  are  wholesome  and  pure,  and  who  are 
trying  their  utmost  and  giving  their  best  ener- 
gies to  make  this  a  better  world  in  which  to  live. 
Not  by  the  spectacular  work  of  a  few  geniuses 
and  strong  leaders  will  the  Kingdom  be  built,  but 
by  the  God-empowered  quiet,  humble  living  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  Christians,  the  consecrated  day- 
by-day  living  that  never  makes  headlines.  All 
God  wants  YOU  to  do  is  take  yourself  away, 
your  plans  and  ambitions,  your  idiosyncrasies, 
your  temper  and  critical  and  sensitive  attitude 
and  let  the  light  of  Jesus  shine  forth  in  your  life. 
Then  you  will  be  giving  the  first  and  best  thing 
to  Christ— SELF. 

SUBSTANCE— Christ  taught  that  it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.  The  one  who  gives 
not  only  helps  others,  but  helps  himself  as  well. 
There  is  a  growth  of  the  soul  as  a  result  of  shar- 
ing what  we  have  with  others.  Our  giving  is  to 
be  individual,  as  the  Lord  prospers;  not  grudg- 
ingly, nor  of  compulsion  or  necessity;  cheerful, 
an  expression  of  our  love,  as  we  purpose  in  our 
heart.  If  every  Brethren  youth  lived  up  to  Christ's 
teachings  in  this  matter  of  giving  of  substance, 


our  Missionary  Board  would  have  no  financial 
worries  and  their  program  would  be  constantly 
expanding.  The  S.  M.  M.  and  Brotherhood  goals 
would  be  reached  without  difficulty,  too.  The 
National  Brethren  Youth  organization  could 
launch  forth  in  an  enlarged  program  of  training 
and  recruiting  of  youth  for  Christian  service. 

SERVICE— The  immediate  task  of  the  Chris- 
tians today  is  that  of  witnessing  for  Christ.  The 
sphere  of  this  witnessing  is  to  be  universal.  Acts 
1 :8 — "In  Jerusalem  (city  or  home  evangeliza- 
tion), and  in  all  Judea  and  Samaria  (home  mis- 
sions), and  unto  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth 
(foreign  missions)."  Christian  living  is  a  daring 
struggle  and  a  great  adventure.  It  makes  demands 
which  call  for  strong  loyalty,  but  there  are  end- 
less opportunities  for  fulfilling  the  Great  Com- 
mission, 

The  National  Brethren  Youth  organization 
was  organized  to  strengthen  the  youth  interests 
and  activities  of  the  Brethren  Church.  It  supports 
and  lends  encouragement  to  the  Brotherhood  and 
Sisterhood  organizations  and  promotes  the  Sun- 
day night  youth  groups.  The  special  mission  pro- 
jects promoted  by  Brethren  Youth  each  year  as  a 
united  youth  activity  should  in  no  way  be  the 
main  missionary  enterprise  of  Bi'ethren  young 
people.  There  needs  to  be  a  reevaluation  of  think- 
ing and  a  definite  commitment  of  SELF — SUB- 
STANCE—SERVICE by  all  Brethren  youth  and 
then  Brethren  missions  will  prosper.  We  will  then 
see  how  great  things  we  can  do! 
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Be  sure  to  read  a  special  article, 

M  STILL  IN  BRETHREN  YOUTH' 

by  National  Brethren  Youth  Director 

REV.  CLARENCE  STOGSDILL 


It  appears  on  the 
BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADER'S  page 

This  week,  page  eighteen 
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YOU  NEED  BRETHREN  YOUTH-BRETHREN  YOUTH  NEEDS  YOU 


REV.  VIRGIL  E.  MEYER 

President,    Brethren   Youth   Board 


RECENTLY  much  has  been  written  and  many 
statistics  given  to  bring  to  our  attention  the 
ever-increasing  shortage  of  ministers.  This  is 
equally  true  of  Catholics  and  Protestants.  It  is 
affecting  every  denomination.  There  has  been  and 
will  be  a  large  increase  in  church  membership, 
and  trained  leadership  is  in  no  way  keeping  up 
with  the  demand.  True  indeed  are  the  words  of 
Christ,  when  He  said,  "The  harvest  is  plenteous, 
but  the  laborers  are  few." 

Now  our  own  denomination  is  small  and  we 
need  particularly  to  keep  uppermost  in  mind  the 
need  for  trained  and  consecrated  leaders.  And 
this  largely  is  the  reason  why  you  need  Breth- 
ren Youth.  Through  Brethren  Youth  work  in  the 
local  congregations  as  well  as  denominationally, 
we  have  a  means  of  reaching  our  young  people 
and  inspiring  them  with  a  desire  to  be  of  service. 
We  have  an  opportunity  to  recruit  them  for  life 
work,  not  only  in  the  ministry  and  mission  field. 


but  also  as  active,  working  members  of  a  congre- 
gation. Brethren  Youth  had  its  origin  in  this  need. 
It  was  not  started  to  inflict  a  new  organization 
upon  the  church.  It  was  not  started  to  replace  the 
Sisterhood  and  Brotherhood  organizations,  but 
rather  to  take  up  where  they  leave  off.  It  was 
started  to  fulfill  a  need  in  the  lives  of  our  young 
people,  and  in  a  larger  sense,  a  need  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church  as  a  whole.  Yes,  you  need  Brethren 
Youth  and  your  need  of  it  is  as  big  as  your  hope 
for  the  future  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

It  follows  that  just  as  the  church  needs  Breth- 
ren Youth,  so  Brethren  Youth  needs  the  church. 
Plans  for  expanding  the  work  of  Brethren  Youth 
into  each  local  congregation  have  been  formu- 
lated by  the  Youth  Board.  The  new  Youth  Direc- 
tor, Rev.  Phil  Lersch,  will  be  available  and  pre- 
pared to  come  into  each  church.  He  will  spend 
several  days  with  the  pastor  or  officials  of  the 
church  to  examine  the  youth  program  and  help 
to  make  it  more  effective.  There  are  plans  to  help 
train  youth  leaders  or  sponsors  in  each  district. 
A  very  important  part  of  the  work  that  our 
Youth  Director  does  is  counselling  with  Brethren 
students  on  the  campus  at  Ashland  College.  He 
also  directs  the  National  Youth  Conference.  It  is 
surely  true  that  all  of  this  work  needs  to  be  done, 
but  it  can  only  be  done  if  we  all  work  and  plan 
and  pray  together.  Brethren  Youth  needs  you 
desperately.  It  needs  your  patience  and  tolerance, 
your  constructive  criticism  and  your  prayers. 
With  this  expanded  program,  there  will  also  be 
a  greater  need  for  your  financial  support.  Every 
Brethren  Church  needs  this  program  and  the  pro- 
gram needs  the  full  support  of  every  Brethren 
Church. 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  OFFERING  DAY 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  AND  OTHER  YOUTH  ORGANIZATIONS 


REV.  HENRY  BATES 

Pastor,   North   Manchester,    Indiana 

A    NUMBER    OF    YEARS    AGO,    when    the 
Brethren  Youth  Board  and  the  work  of  the 
Brethren  Youth  Board  were  first  organized  the 
basic  purpose  was  that  of  coordinating-  the  work 
and  programs  of  the  various  youth  organizations 
already  in   existence   in   the    Brethren    Church. 
The  Boys'  Brotherhood,  the  Sisterhood  of  Mary 
and  Martha,   Signal  Lights,  and  Christian    En- 
deavor were  the  four  major  youth  organizations 
and  activities  in  our  denomination  at  that  time. 
It  was  felt  by  many  that  some  centralizing  body 
was  needed  to  help  to  coordinate  the  programs  of 
these  various  groups;   to  provide  leadership  in- 
struction for  the  leaders  of  the  various  organiza- 
tions;  and   to   enlarge   the   field  of  influence  of 
Brethren  young  people  as  a  whole.  As  a  result 
of  this  feeling  on  the  part  of  several  leaders  in 
the  church  and    among    our    young    people,    the 
Brethren  Youth  Board  was  organized.  The  Board 
is  comprised  of  men  and  women  who  represent 
the  various  youth    organizations    and    who    are 
elected  to  the  Board  by  their  respective  groups. 
Thus,  the  Brethren  Youth  Board  is  not  merely 
another  board  of  the  church — it  is  a  composite  of 
I  a  number  of  denominational  boards.  What  is  true  of 
i  the   Brethren  Youth   Board  is  likewise  true  of 
'  Brethren  Youth  as  a  movement!  Brethren  Youth 
;  is  not  another  organization   within    the   church 
I  along  with    Brotherhood,    Sisterhood ,   etc.,  but 
I  rather.   Brethren  Youth  is  Brotherhood,  Sister- 
;  hood,  Sunday  evening  youth  groups,  etc.  One  of 
I  the  purposes  of  Brethren  Youth  is  that  of  ex- 
I  panding  the  offerings  which  the  church  makes 
to  her  young  people.  Thus,  instead  of  having  just 
the  opportunity  of  attending  Brotherhood  once  a 
month,   or   Sisterhood  once   a   month.   Brethren 
i  young  people  have  opportunity  to  get  together 
i  every  week  in  many  instances  at  Sunday  evening 
[  youth  meetings,  and  periodically  with  young  peo- 
I  pie  from  all  over  the  various  districts  in  their 

I  Brethren  Youth  Rallies. 

I 

Your  Brethren  Youth  Board  is  anxious  that 
you  recognize  this  fact — that  Brethren  Youth  is 
not  running  competition  with  our  other  youth 
organizations,  but  rather  is  attempting  to  help 
those  organizations  and  to  complement  them. 
There  have  been  times,  perhaps,  when  some  folks 
have  had  occasion  to  wonder  whether  or  not  this 


purpose  was  being  accomplished,  but  fundament- 
ally this  is  the  purpose  of  your  Youth  Board.  It 
is  hoped  that  in  the  years  since  its  inception  the 
Brethren  Youth  movement  has  now  aroused  suf- 
ficient interest  in  our  youth  program  as  a  whole 
that  more  and  more  it  will  be  possible  to  branch 
out  and  to  help  the  various  youth  organizations 
which  collectively  compose  Brethren  Youth.  Thus, 
it  is  the  vision  of  some  of  your  Youth  Board 
members  at  least,  that  within  the  next  few 
months  our  Brethren  Youth  Director  will  be  in 
a  position  to  visit  a  number  of  our  churches,  to 
observe  some  of  the  youth  activities  in  those 
churches  and  to  offer  suggestions,  recommenda- 
tions, etc.  to  the  youth  leaders  in  those  churches. 
It  is  also  the  hope  of  the  Brethren  Youth  Board 
that  it  will  be  possible  to  sponsor  "Youth  Leaders' 
Conferences,"  either  in  local  churches  or  in  dis- 
tricts, whereby  the  leaders  and  advisors  of  Broth- 
erhood, Sisterhood,  Sunday  evening  youth  groups, 
etc.  will  be  able  to  gather  together  for  an  entire 
day  or  possibly  for  several  evenings  and  to  dis- 
cuss the  different  aspects,  problems,  needs  and 
programs  of  the  represented  youth  organizations. 
How  soon  this  type  of  a  program  will  be  put  into 
effect,  and  just  how  extensive  it  will  be,  depends 
a  great  deal  upon  the  support  which  the  churches 
give  to  the  Brethren  Youth  Board — both  in  the 
giving  to  the  Brethren  Youth  Offering  this 
month,  and  also  in  giving  the  Brethren  Youth 
Director  an  opportunity  to  come  into  the  churches 
and  to  share  with  the  local  youth  leaders  his  sug- 
gestions and  knowledge  in  this  area  of  church 
extension. 


PAGE  TEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


MY  PLACE  IN  BRETHREN  YOUTH 

MARLIN  McCANN 

A   Student   at  Ashland   College 
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SOMETIME  during  our  earlier  years  in  life, 
we  are  faced  with  the  problem  of  our  place 
in  life.  That  may  be  narrowed  down  to  what  is 
my  place  in  the  Brethren  Church.  That  question 
may  still  be  narrowed  down  to  just  what  is  my 
place  in  my  own  age  group,  Brethren  Youth.  May 
I  say  right  off  hand  that  each  and  every  single 
one  of  us  has  a  place  in  Brethren  Youth.  It  may 
be  a  small  place  or  it  may  be  a  large  place,  but 
we  still  have  a  place.  Now  then,  just  what  is  that 
place? 

My  place  and  your  place  in  Brethren  Youth  is 
to  support  it.  Now  you  may  ask  yourself,  "How 
can  I  support  it?"  I  am  only  one  single  person. 
One  way  in  which  you  can  support  Brethren 
Youth  is  to  attend  its  meetings.  High  school  days 
and  college  days  are  very  busy  ones  for  us  young 
persons,  and  we  think  that  we  don't  have  time 
for  the  church  andj  the  youth  groups,  but  with- 
out you,  there  would  not  be  any  youth  groups  or 
churches.  We  as  young  people  are  not  only  going 
to  become  the  leaders  of  tomorrow,  but  we  are 
leaders  of  today  in  a  sense.  The  Brethren  Youth 
programs  and  C.  E.  programs  are  set  up  in  such 


a  way  that  they  give  valuable  information  as  to 
the  training  of  youth  in  leadership.  We  have  a 
chance  to  participate  and  to  lead  in  these  pro- 
grams so  that  we  will  know  how  to  carry  on  the 
church  business  of  tomorrow. 

By  attending  the  C.  E.  meetings  we  also  show 
to  the  older  people  in  the  church,  that  we  are  in- 
terested in  being  good  youth.  They  in  turn  will 
show  an  interest  in  us  and  will  help  to  support 
our  group  and  its  work  and  projects.  But,  let's 
not  let  them  do  all  the  work  and  supporting.  It 
is  still  our  place  in  Brethren  Youth  to  support  it. 
This  year  we  are  trying  to  raise  over  $6,000  for 
our  project,  I  know  that  it  can  be  done.  We  went 
way  over  our  goal  last  year.  The  reason  was  that 
we  got  behind  our  project  and  supported  it.  Many 
of  the  youth  groups  got  up  different  projects 
to  raise  money  for  the  national  project.  I  can 
imagine  that  they  had  a  good  time  in  doing  it. 
They  were  working  for  Brethren  Youth,  and  most 
important  they  were  working  for  the  Lord.  So 
you  can  see  that  my  place  and  your  place  in 
Brethren  Youth  is  to  help  support  the  National 
Projects. 

Another  place  you  and  I  have  in  Brethren 
Youth  is  in  service  for  our  Lord.  As  Brethren 
Young  people  we  should  act  like  Christian  young 
people.  We  should  set  an  example  for  our  neigh- 
bors and  friends.  Just  by  the  way  we  act  in  our 
everyday  lives  we  can  show  to  others  that  we  are 
Christians  and  interested  in  serving  our  Lord  and 
Master.  Whenever  we  have  a  chance,  we  should 
witness  for  Christ  and  for  Brethren  Youth.  There 
is  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of  by  going  to  church 
and  C.  E.  There  are  opportunities  every  day  and 
everywhere  to  witness  for  Him,  and  to  do  service 
for  Him.  It  is  our  duty  and  place  to  do  this  for 
our  Lord  and  for  Brethren  Youth. 

So  you  see  that  we  all  do  have  a  place  in  Breth- 
ren Youth.  Our  place  is  in  attending  meetings 
and  giving  support  to  the  projects,  both  in  time 
and  money.  Most  of  all  our  place  in  Brethren 
Youth  is  to  carry  on  the  Lord's  work. 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  WARRANTS  YOUR  SUPPORT 
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THE  FUTURE  OF  BRETHREN  YOUTH 

REV.  J.  D.  HAMEL 

Pastor,   South    Bend,    Indiana 


AGAIN  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH  looks  to 
the  future.  WHAT  ABOUT  BRETHREN 
YOUTH?  What  is  the  future?  What  are  the 
plans?  What  is  the  job  toward  which  we  roll 
up  our  sleeves  and  to  which  we  look  forward,  and 
upon  bended  knee  ask  God,  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  enable  us  to  press  on  until  victory 
has  come? 

One  of  the  greatest  challenges  and  opportuni- 
ties in  the  work  of  the  Brethren  Church  in  these 
days  is  in  the  field  of  evangelism  among  the 
youth  of  our  Church. 

Your  Brethren  Youth  Board's  concern  for  the 
unreached,  clearly  highlights  the  imperative  need 
for  the  Church  to  give  immediate  attention  to 
developing  an  effective  program  for  WINNING 
YOUTH. 

But  who  is  going  to  win  youth?  Who  is  going 
to  help  youth  to  find  a  faith  in  God  ...  to  discover 
this  knowledge  about  Jesus,  and  make  a  dedica- 
tion to  Him  which  will  change  the  direction  of 
their  whole  lives? 

I.  YOU  CAN  WIN  YOUTH!  Our  young  people 
face  great  difficulties  and  staggering  problems. 
We  all  believe  that  Christ  can  help  them  through 
Christian  faith  to  withstand  the  pressures  of  our 
modern  living. 

We  all  share  in  a  concern  for  the  many  youth 
who  are  not  reached  with  the  message  of  Jesus 
and  who  do  not  have  a  sustaining  faith  in  God. 


YOU  are  the  key  person  in  this  Brethren  Youth 
Task!  You  who  are  parents  and  teachers  of 
youth ;  you  who  are  the  pastors  and  counselors  of 
the  Brethren  Youth  Fellowships,  you  who  are  the 
Directors  of  the  youth  division  and  advisors  for 
the  program  chairmen  .  .  .  YOU  ARE  THE  ONES 
WHO  CAN  DO  THE  MOST  TO  WIN  BRETH- 
REN YOUTH  FOR  CHRIST! 

II.  YOUTH  CAN  WIN  OTHERS!  Christian 
Youth  must  make  many  decisions.  They  must  de- 
cide what  kind  of  person  they  v^^ant  to  become, 
whom  they  want  to  follow,  what  they  want  to 
believe.  However,  too  frequently  youth  is  not  con- 
fronted with  the  need  for  a  decision  for  Christ, 
for  a  commitment  of  life  to  Him  and  for  becom- 
ing a  part  of  the  Christian  fellowship  by  join- 
ing the  Church. 

The  call  of  high  endeavour,  of  thrilling  adven- 
ture for  Christ  and  His  truth,  of  deeply  satisfy- 
ing achievement,  and  of  richest  reward  to  those 
who  are  loyal  comes  to  YOUTH  through  the 
Church. 

The  importance  of  youth  evangelism  can  be 
stressed  in  the  Brethren  Youth  sessions  where 
young  people  can  be  taught  the  importance  of 
knowing  Christ  in  a  real  and  vital  way  them- 
selves and  then  of  sharing  Him  with  others. 

III.  NATIONAL  BRETHREN  YOUTH  BOARD 
HELPS  TO  WIN  YOUTH!  Your  National  B.  Y. 
Board  can  become  a  greater  instrument  through 
which  youth  is  confronted  with  the  need  for  a  de- 
cision for  the  Christian  life.  Youth  does  not  want 
an  easy  religion.  They  want  confident  leadership 
showing  them  how  the  Christian  life,  when  lived, 
brings  the  fulfilment  of  the  Christian  promises. 

Your  Board  realizes  the  future  need  of  a  great- 
er Denominational  emphasized  youth  program. 
Every  young  person  who  becomes  a  minister,  min- 
ister's wife,  missionary,  lay  worker,  etc.,  does  so 
because  Brethren  people  have  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge of  Brethren  Youth. 

For  every  prayer,  encouragement,  support, 
every  dollar,  the  Brethren  Church  and  Work  of 
Christ  will  proclaim  a  solid  foundation  upon  which 
our  FUTURE  YOUTH  WORK  CAN  REST  FOR 
ETERNITY. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


WEIGHED . 

and  found  wantin 


Rev.  Frank  W.  Garber 


"Thou  art  weighed  in  the  balances,  and  are  found  want- 
ing." Daniel  5:27. 


WHEN  I  WAS  A  BOY  I  heard  a  good  many  sermons 
on  Belshazzar's  feast.  It  was  a  favorite  subject  of 
many  evangelists.  I  am  convinced  that  there  are  many 
striking  parallels  between  what  transpired  in  ancient 
Babylon,  and  what  is  going  on  today,  here  and  elsewhere. 
A  lot  of  folks  are  being  weighed  in  God's  balances  to- 
day, and  are  found  wanting.  Every  nation  is  being 
weighed  on  the  scales  of  God;  what  will  be  the  verdict? 
Our  churches,  and  all  church  organizations  are  being 
weighed  on  the  balances  of  God.  Will  they  be  found 
wanting?  Let  us  remember  that  what  we  do  and  say  in 
this  Conference  assembled  here  in  Mulvane,  Kansas,  is 
being  weighed  and  recorded  in  the  balance  sheets  of  God. 
Will  we  be  Found  wanting? 

WHY  WAS  BELSHAZZAR  FOUND  WANTING? 

I.  The  scripture  says  he  did  not  humble  his  heart. 
(Dan.  5:22).  He  was  haughty,  he  was  proud.  He  was  de- 
fiant toward  God.  He  had  been  given  one  of  the  greatest 
object  lessons  that  could  come  to  anyone. 

His  father,  Nebuchadnezzar,  had  held  a  position  of 
great  power,  and  all  races  and  nations  and  folks  of  every 
tongue  trembled  in  fear  before  him.  He  killed  whom  he 
pleased  and  spared  whom  he  pleased.  He  raised  whom  he 
pleased,  and  put  down  whom  he  pleased.  But  when  his 
mind  became  proud,  when  his  spirit  became  defiant,  so 
that  he  bore  himself  haughtily,  he  was  deposed  from  his 
throne  and  was  deprived  of  his  glory.  He  was  driven 
away  from  human  beings;  his  mind  was  made  like  the 
mind  of  an  animal,  and  his  dwelling  was  with  the  beasts. 
He  ate  grass  like  cattle,  and  his  body  was  drenched  with 
the  dews  of  heaven  until  he  learned  that  the  most  high 
God  rules  over  the  realm  of  men,  and  that  He  sets  over  it 
any  whom  He  chooses. 

We  have  many  object  lessons  before  us,  of  what  hap- 
pens to  a  person  who  leaves  God  out,  who  is  defiant 
and  haughty  in  the  sight  of  God.  Yet  in  spite  of  our 
object  lessons  we  go  on  in  our  way,  doing  as  we  please, 
seeking  our  own  desire,  rather  than  the  will  of  God. 

II.  The  scriptures  say,  "He  lifted  up  his  voice  against 
heaven,   (verse  23).  There  are  a  lot  of  folks  lifting  up 


their  voices  against  heaven  today.  God  says  specifically, 
"Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in 
vain,"  yet  the  mass  of  people  swear  and  use  vulgar  lan- 
guage, and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  some  church  members 
blaspheme  God  in  the  language  they  use.  "The  things  that 
come  forth  from  the  mouth  proceed  from  the  heart." 
Whenever  v</e  lift  up  the  voice  against  heaven,  there  is 
the  hand  of  God  writing  on  the  walls  of  our  hearts,  a 
condemnation  that  will  work  our  spiritual  ruin.  We  not 
only  speak  with  the  vocal  chords,  but  we  speak  with  the 
hands  and  feet,  yes,  with  the  entire  body — "our  daily 
life."  Any  wrong  deeds  of  the  hands  and  feet,  which  is 
motivated  within,  is  lifting  up  ourselves  against  God. 

III.  The  scripture  says  that  he  desecrated  things  sa- 
cred. He  took  the  sacred  vessels  from  the  temple — "ves- 
sels dedicated  to  the  service  of  God,  and  he  and  his  wives 
and  concubines,  princes  and  coherts  drank  wine  out  of 
them  and  became  drunk."  He  as  a  ruler,  led  his  people 
in  desecrating  things  sacred  in  the  sight  of  God.  How 
much  the  American  people  of  today  are  profaning  those 
things  held  sacred  in  the  sight  of  God.  Grain  that  should 
be  used  for  food  to  feed  the  hungry,  is  being  used  to 
make  whiskey  to  undermine  bodies  and  distort  minds,  to 
make  criminals,  and  to  slay  innocent  men,  mothers  and 
children.  The  hand  of  God  is  writing  on  the  walls  a  sen- 
tence upon  America  and  the  world  for  our  attitude  as  to 
liquor. 

It  is  said  that  in  the  nation's  capitol,  where  we  need 
more  clear  thinking  than  anywhere  else,  the  people  con- 
sume the  most  liquor  per  capita  than  any  place  in  the 
countiy.  Many  Americans  celebrate  our  sacred  holidays 
of  Christmas,  Thanksgiving  and  Easter,  by  getting 
drunk.  Can  we  expect  anything  other  than  the  hand  of 
God  writing  on  the  wall   IN  LETTERS   OF  SCARLET? 

Then  let  us  think  of  our  natural  resources.  God  put 
them  here  for  our  comfort  and  our  benefit,  but  consider 
how  the  nations  of  the  world  are  using  them.  These  re- 
sources, which  God  put  here  to  bless  mankind,  are  being 
used  to  destroy  man — to  blow  into  bits  bodies  that  are 
sacred,  to  destroy  minds  that  should  be  serving  God.  It 
is  likely  that  the  world  will  suffer  in  the  years  ahead 
for  the  way  they  have  misused  the   resources.   God  will 
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(bring  our  mis-deeds,  our  irreverent  acts,  our  lack  of  ap- 
preciation, our  desecration  of  things  sacred,  into  judg- 
ment. 

IV.  Verse  23  says,  "He  praised  the  gods  of  silver, 
gold,  iron,  wood  and  stone,"  in  spite  of  the  command, 
"Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me."  Belshazzar 
made  material  things  his  god.  His  mind  was  on  wealth, 
luxury,  and  pleasures.  (Do  we  have  any  parallels  today?) 
The  great  multitudes  of  America  today  are  materialistic- 
ally minded.  Industry  is  their  god.  It  simply  means  put- 
ting material  things  ahead  of  God,  worshipping  money, 
position,  pleasure  and  power.  The  average  man  puts  pos- 
sessions ahead  of  God;  when  he  is  faced  with  a  decision 
between  principal  and  possession,  he  decides  in  favor  of 
possession.  Many  Christians  are  doing  the  same  thing. 
Paul  says  in  1st  Corinthians  11:30,  "For  this  cause  many 
are  weak  and  sickly  among  you  and  many  sleep."  To  what 
extent  are  we  putting  other  gods  before  the  true  God  ? 

V.  He  had  not  glorified  God.  "And  the  God  in  whose 
hand  thy  breath  is,  and  whose  are  all  thy  ways,  hast  thou 
not  glorified.  (Daniel  5:23).  That  is  a  powerful  state- 
ment. Here  was  a  man  that  was  blessed  with  wealth  and 
power;  blessed  with  opportunity  to  serve  multitudes  of 
people. 

What  a  ruler  he  might  have  been  if  he  would  have 
said  to  himself:  "I  have  seen  the  handwriting  of  God 
in  what  happened  to  my  father.  I  know  that  a  man  can- 
not mock  God.  I  will  reign  in  accordance  with  God's  will. 
I  will  daily  thank  God  for  all  that  He  has  done  for  me. 
I  will  glorify  God  with  my  whole  heart,  and  strive  to 
influence  all  my  people  to  serve  God.  I  will  use  all  my 
privileges  to  the  highest  benefit  of  God  and  my  subjects. 
I  will  set  an  example  to  surrounding  nations.  If  Bel- 
shazzar had  said  that,  the  hand  of  God  would  have  writ- 
ten a  different  story.  If  some  rulers  today  would  make 
the  same  sort  of  dedication,  God  would  write  a  different 
chapter  concerning  their  lives  and  rule. 

If  some  of  us  here  this  afternoon  would  make  that  kind 
of  commitment  concerning  our  talents,  powers  and  privi- 
leges, concerning  this  district  conference,  I  am  sure  that 
it  would  meet  the  approval  of  the  divine  God. 

Daniel  tells  Belshazzar,  "You  have  not  glorified  God 
who  holds  in  his  own  power  your  breath  of  life  and  all 
your  destiny."  Let  us  take  that  to  heart!  The  hand  of 
God  is  shown  in  every  breath  we  take,  every  bite  of  food 
we  eat,  every  movement  of  the  body.  We  come  into  this 
world  through  the  hand  of  God;  we  live  and  love  and 
have  our  being  in  Him,  and  we  leave  this  world  through 
the  hand  of  God.  He  is  ever  present,  rewarding  us  for  our 
faithfulness,  and  bringing  our  sins  into  judgments.  What- 
soever we  sow  we  I'eap,  whether  it  be  good  or  evil;  we 
can't  get  away  from  God. 

In  one  of  those  great  word  pictures  painted  by  Jesus, 
He  tells  of  a  rich  man  who  fared  sumptuously  every  day. 
He  ate,  drank  and  made  merry.  There  seemed  to  be  no 
sense  of  gratitude  to  God  for  His  blessings;  no  sym- 
pathy for  those  who  were  hungry.  He  cared  so  little  for 
others  that  he  allowed  a  poor  beggar  to  starve  to  death 
at  his  gate.  Jesus  then  carries  the  picture  over  into  the 
next  life,  and  show  this  man  in  torment.  Notice  that 
he  has  his  faculty  of  mind,  feeling,  and  memory,  (alive, 
fully  conscious  of  the  sins  of  his  earthly  life).  His  soul 


is  bare  in  the  sight  of  God.  He  looks  across  a  broad  gulf 
and  sees  the  poor  beggar  in  the  arms  of  Abraham,  and 
he  begs  Abraham  to  send  Lazarus  back  to  earth  to  warn 
his  five  brothers  that  they  might  escape  his  fate.  Abra- 
ham tells  him  that  they  have  Moses  and  the  prophets; 
let  them  hear  them.  We  have  not  only  Moses  and  the 
prophets,  but  also  One  who  was  raised  from  the  dead. 
If  we  heed  them  not,  we  will  continue  to  be  weighed  and 
found  wanting. 

VI.  The  hand  writing  on  the  wall.  Let  us  get  another 
picture  of  that  exciting  drama  in  the  Babylonian  banquet 
hall.  In  the  midst  of  their  drunken  revelry,  the  fingers 
of  a  man's  hand  appeared,  writing  on  the  plaster  of  the 
royal  palace,  opposite  a  lamp  stand.  The  king  saw  the 
palm  of  the  hand  as  it  wrote,  and  the  king's  color  faded; 
he  was   paralyzed  with  fear. 

The  king  called  in  his  enchanters,  diviners,  astrologers, 
and  made  great  promises  to  them  of  wealth  if  they  could 
decipher  the  writing,  but  none  of  them  could  make  out 
the  meaning  of  the  writing.  Then  the  king's  mother  came 
into  the  hall,  and  tells  him  of  Daniel,  who  can  interpret 
such  mysteries. 

How  characteristic  of  our  day.  The  mass  of  folks  think 
they  can  go  on  defying  God,  wasting  their  heritage,  des- 
ecrating things  sacred,  and  in  some  mysterious  way, 
wise  men  will  help  them  out  of  the  mess  they  are  in. 
When  they  dissipate  their  bodies,  they  expect  medical 
science  to  overcome  it.  When  they  waste  their  natural 
resources,  they  expect  the  chemist  to  get  them  out  of 
the  hole,  and  everything  will  come  out  all  right.  Silently, 
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though,  the  hand  of  God  is  writing  on  the  wall  of  the 
heart. 

Daniel  then  comes  in,  and  reads  the  mysterious  writing. 
This  is  what  it  says,  "Thou  art  weighed  in  the  balances, 
and  art  found  wanting.  Thy  kingdom  is  divided  and  given 
to  the  Medes  and  Persians.  Belshazzar  has  mis-used  all 
the  power  that  God  had  given,  now  everything  would  be 
taken  away,  even  his  life.  That  is  the  kind  of  a  story 
God  is  writing  for  all  who  disobey  Him. 

The  hand  of  God  is  writing  concerning  our  life  this 
very  moment.  The  hand  of  time  may  write  a  beautiful 
book  of  a  life  lived  for  God,  |a  life  that  was  ever  a 
blessing  to  others.  Grant  that  God  is  writing  that  kind 
of  a  story  on  the   walls  of  our  hearts  this  very  day. 

THE   CONCLUDING   CHAPTER 

Belshazzar  lost  his  kingdom  and  his  life.  The  Word 
tells  us,  that  very  night  Belshazzar  the  Chaldean  king, 
was  killed,  and  Darius,  the  Mede,  received  the  kingdom. 
This  is  the  sad  story  of  a  life  that  defied  God — that  des- 
ecrated things  sacred — that  was  a  selfish  life.  It  is  the 
story  of  one  who  was  not  faithful  to  the  privileges  and 
power  that  God  had  given  him.  It  is  a  prophecy  of  all 
who  leave  God  out  of  their  lives. 

It  may  mean  premature  physical  death.  It  often  does, 
but  what  is  far  worse,  it  also  means  spiritual  death  in 
the  end.  There  are  many  who  are  following  the  path  of 
Belshazzar  of  old.  In  some  measure  we  are  guilty  of  the 
same  sin — irreverence,  selfishness,  and  failure  to  glorify 
God. 

The  hand  of  God  is  writing  on  our  lives  today.  We 
are  being  weighed  in  the  balances  of  God.  Will  we  be 
found  wanting,  or  will  the  great  Judge  say,  "Well  done 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joys 
of  thy   Lord?" 

Our  hope  for  this  conference  here  is  that  the  prin- 
cipals advocated,  the  meditations  and  actions  taken  under 
advisement,  may  be  such  that  they  will  be  recognized 
by  God  as  constructive  to  the  furtherance  of  His  cause, 
not  only  in  the  district,  but  of  our  faith,  at  home,  nation- 
ally, and  world-wide. 

Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 


FIRST   NEW  TESTAMENT   SN 
PORTUGUESE   BRAILLE 

THE  AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY  has  announced 
the  publication  for  the  first  time  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment in  PoT'tuguese  Braille.  The  entire  New  Testament  in 
seven  large  volumes  is  just  off  the  press. 

A  number  of  copies  ai'e  already  on  the  way  to  Brazil, 
according  to  Miss  S.  Ruth  Barrett,  the  Society's  Secretary 
for  Work  for  the  Blind.  They  will  be  welcomed  there  by 
the   Portuguese-speaking  Blind,  Miss  Barrett  said. 

The  Society  has  also  recorded  a  small  volume  of  Scrip- 
ture passages  from  both  the  Old  and  the  New  Testa- 
ment on  five  Talking  Book  records  in  Portuguese  for 
blind   persons   unable   to   read   with   their  finger  tips. 

Embossed  Scriptures  have  been  sent  to  the  Blind  around 
the  world  in  forty-one  languages.  The  American  Bible  So- 
ciety recently  completed  120  years  of  service  to  the  Blind. 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Vrayer  Wieeting 
t:)tudies 


GOD    KNOWS 

God  knows,  not  I,  the  devious  way 

Whei'ein   my   faltering   feet   must   tread. 

Before,   into    the    light   of   day. 

My   steps  from   out   of  this   gloom   are  led; 

And  since  my  Lord  the  path  doth  see, 
What  matter  if  'tis  hid  from  me  ? 

God  knows,  not  I,  how  sweet  accord 

Shall  grow  at  length  from  out  this  crash 

Of  eai'thly  discords,  which  have  jarred 
On  soul  and   sense.   I   hear  the   clash, 

Yet  feel  and  know  that  on  His  ear 
Breaks  harmony,  full,  deep,  and  clear. 

God  knows,  not  I,  why,  when  I'd  fain 

Have  walked  in  pastures  green  and  fair. 

The  path  He  pointed  me  hath  lain 

Through  rocky  deserts,  bleak  and  bare. 

I   blindly  trust,  since   'tis  His  will; 
This  way  lies  safely,  that  way  ill. 

His  perfect  plan  I  cannot  grasp; 

Yet  I  can  trusij  Love  infinite. 
And  with  my  feeble  fingers  clasp 

The  Hand  that  leads  me  to  the  light. 
My  soul  upon  His  errand  goes; 

The  end  I  know  not;   but  God  knows. 

— Author  Unknown. 

GOD'S  CHILDREN  are  the  beneficiaries  of  His  ten- 
derest  care  and  unfailing  mercy  (Psalm  103:13).  He 
knows  all  about  each  individual's  life  (Psalm  139:2-4). 
He  is  interested  in  the  smallest  details  of  life,  and  His 
care  extends  to  those  details   (Matt.  10:30). 

Sometimes  we  have  to  experience  trouble  before  we 
manifest  any  interest  in,  God's  care  (Psalm  77:9).  Hagar, 
fleeing  from  Sarah,  was  taught  that  she  was  the  object 
of  God's  care  (Gen.  16:13).  Mothers  may  forget  their 
children,  but  God  will  not  forget  His  children  (Isaiah 
49:15,  16).  The  only  thing  of  His  children  that  God  for- 
gets is  their  sins  when  they  are  confessed  and  repented 
of  (Heb.  8:12).  The  stout-hearted  John  the  Baptist  once 
wavered  in  faith  while  in  prison  (Matt.  11:3).  Jesus  was 
not  critical  of  John's  weakness  (Matt.  11:4-6),  because  He 
knew  how  Satan  seeks  to  discourage  our  faith  (Eph. 
6:16). 

"The    bruised    reed    He    will   not    break 
But  strengthen  and  sustain." 

The  91st  Psalm  teaches  that  God  cares  for  His  people 
in  times  of  very  grave  danger.  His  angel  will  guard 
them  and  deliver  them  (Psalm  34:7).  However,  we  are 
to  depend  upon  Him  for  our  needs  by  ASKING,,  THANK- 
ING, and  HONORING  Him  for  His  care   (Phil.  4:6,  19). 
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It  is  a  confidential  asking  (1  John  5:14).  Whetheri  im- 
prisoned or  forsakened  by  earthly  friends,  there  is  One 
Who  will  not  let  us  down   (Heb.  13:5). 

God  knows  the  trials  of  old  age  (Psalm  71:9),  and  will 
see  His  own  through  the  winter  of  life  (Isaiah  41:10). 

"In   every   condition — in    sickness,    in   health, 
In   poverty's  vale,  or  abounding  in   wealth, 
At  home  and  abroad,  on  the  land,  on  the  sea — 
As  thy  day  may  demand,  shall  thy*  strength  ever  be. 

"E'en  down  to  old  age,  all  My  people  shall  prove, 
My  sov'reign,  eternal,  unchangeable  love; 
And  when  hoary  hairs  shall  their  temples  adorn. 
Like   lambs   they   shall   still   in   My   bosom   be   borne." 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  May  13,  1956 
PREACHING  TO  THE  GENTILES 

Lesson:  Acts  11:1-18 

CHRISTIANS  HAVE  BEEN  guilty  of  selfishness!  In 
what  way?  By  refusing  to  share  with  the  rest  of 
the  world  the  good  tidings  of  great  joy  they  have  re- 
ceived  through    the    Gospel   of   Jesus    Christ.    For   to   be 

selfish,  according  to  Webster,  is  to  regard  "one's  own 
comfort  or  advantage  ...  in  disregard,  or  at  the  expense, 
of  that  of  others."  Christians  may  defend  themselves  by 
saying:  "I  am  not  trying  to  keep  the  Gospel  to  myself; 
I  would  be  only  toq  glad  to  know  that  others  share  in 
its  benefits."  But  we  have  at  our  disposal  the  Message, 
the  Means,  and  the  Motive,  to  hasten  the  propagation 
of  the  Gospel.  By  our  inactivity,  we  manifest  our  self- 
ishness and  indifference! 

In  spite  of  the  Great  Commission  Christ  had  given  to 
"Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature,"  we  find  the  early  disciples  had  limited  their 
witness  to  the  Jews.  Yet  they  should  have  been  keenly 
aware  that,  for  the  most  part,  the  Jewish  nation  was 
confined  to  Palestine.  If  the  Master  had  intended  the  Gos- 
pel for  the  Jews  only,  why  the  command  to  go  into  "all 
the  world?" 

A  prejudiced  and  biased  spirit  dies  slowly.  We  find  this 
true  today  even  in  this  "enlightened"  land  of  America. 
Almost  one  hundred  years  have  passed  since  Lincoln's 
Emancipation  Proclamation.  After  all  these  years  has  the 
Negro  achieved  his  freedom?  Hardly!  Here  is  one  ex- 
ample. The  population  of  Tallahatchie  County,  Mississip- 
pi, is  63%  Negro.  Although  this  is  so.  Time  Magazine 
for  October  3,  1955  reports  this  county  has  "not  one  Ne- 
gro on  its  rolls  of  registered  voters  or  on  its  jury  rolls." 
This  is  not  because  the  Negroes  do  not  want  to  vote  or 
serve  jury  duty,  but  because  one  restriction  or  another 
prohibits  them  from  doing  so! 


Shame  on  any  Christian  who  allows  himself  to  be 
guilty  of  racial  prejudice!  God  help  the  racial  bigot  in 
the  day  of  judgment! 

But  again  we  say,  a  prejudiced  and  biased  spirit  dies 
slowly.  This  was  true  in  Peter's  life.  In  Acts  11,  Peter 
relates  to  the  believers  in  Jerusalem  the  incident  in  Cor- 
nelius' house  which  transpired  in  chapter  10.  Three  times 
the  Lord  repeated  the  vision  of  the  sheet  and  the  unclean 
animals. 

"Now  while  Peter  doubted  in  himself  what  this  vision 
which  he  had  seen  should  mean,  behold,  the  men  which 
were  sent  from  Cornelius  had  made  inquiry  for  Simon's 
house,  and  stood  before  the  gate"  (10:17). 

Arriving  at  the  house  of  Cornelius,  Peter  realized  here 
was  a  man  who  was  seeking  to  know  more  about  God. 
But  he  was  a  Gentile!  What  should  he  do?  Peter  was 
confused  because  he  had  misunderstood  the  words  of  Je- 
sus. When  Christ  appointed  His  disciples  He  sent  them 
out  to  witness,  and  said:  "Go  not  into  the  way  of  the 
Gentiles:  .  .  .  But  go  rather  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the 
house  of  Israel"  (Matt.  10:5-6).  Rev,  H.  M.  Freligh  says 
the  early  disciples  "had  to  learn  that  while  the  Gospel  is 
to  the  Jew  first,  it  is  not  to  the  Jew*  only." 

While  Peter  was  thinking  on  these  things,  God  stepped 
in  and  removed  all  doubt  from  Peter's  mind.  "While 
Peter  yet  spake  these  words,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  all 
them  which  heard  the  word.  And  they  of  the  circum- 
cision (the  Jews)  which  believed  were  astonished  .  .  .  be- 
cause that  on  the  Gentiles  was  poured  out  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghost"   (Acts  10:44-45.) 

God  has  a  way  of  solving  all  the  problems  within  the 
heart  of  the  honest  seeker.  Peter  was  willing  to  be  taught. 
He  did  not  hinder  the  workings  of  God  because  of  the 
limitations  of  his  own  finite  mind  and  understanding.  He 
saw  that  God  had  put  His  seal  of  approval  upon  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  the  Gentiles  by  pouring  out 
His  Spirit  upon  the  house  of  Cornelius. 

This  was  all  the  proof  that  Peter  and  the  other  dis- 
ciples needed.  "When  they  heard  these  things,  they  held 
their  peace,  and  gloi'ified  God,  saying.  Then  hath  God 
also  to  the  Gentiles  granted  repentance  unto  life"  (Acts 
11:18). 

We  have  the  Gospel.  God  intends  that  all  men  have  the 
same  opportunity,  for  "God  is  no  respecter  of  persons" 
(Acts  10:34).  Let  us  do  our  part! 
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Your  Offerings? 


Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  William  Fells,  Treasurer,  and 
address.  Rev.  William  Fells,  232  Sherman  Ave.,  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 
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WHERE  THERE'S  A  WILL  THERE'S  A  WAY 


MANY  PROTESTANT  CHURCHES  across  our  coun- 
try are  giving  special  emphasis  this  year  to  mak- 
ing a  Christian  will.  This  is  an  area  within  the  field  of 
stewardship  and  is  quite  frequently  neglected.  Certainly 
the  Church  needs  to  be  challenged  to  incorporate  into  its 
teaching  on  Christian  stewardship  the  Christian's  privi- 
lege and  responsibility  of  making  his  contribution  to  the 
cause  of  Christ  beyond  the  span  of  his  earthly  life.  This 
may  be  done  by  means  of  the  provision  in  his  will  for 
perpetuating  his  support  of  the   Lord's  work. 

Someone  has  said  that  "The  writing  of  one's  last  will 
and  testament  is  the  final  act  of  man's  stewardship  on 
earth — the  last  expi-ession  of  his  real  interest.  It  is  his 
exit  word  concerning  his  deepest  desires,  his  protruding 
ambitions  just  as  he  steps  into  the  presence  of  the  King 
to  render  an  accounting  of  his  trusteeship  on  earth.  It 
is  as  if  God  should  say  to  him,  'I  have  given  thee  in  full 
control  through  the  years  all  these  thy  possessions  to 
administer  as  thou  didst  deem  best.  With  them  life's 
loveliest  values  were  thine  to  have,  and  now  one  last  full 
chance  is  offered  thee.' " 

Have  you  made  your  will  ?  Have  you  remembered  your 
church  and  the  work  of  your  church  at  home  and  abroad? 
— W.  Clayton  Berkshire. 


SEEING  NIGERIA  with  Dorris  Blough 
The  Doctor's  Day 

A  BELL  RINGS  AT  6:00  A.  M.  which  tells  us  to  rise. 
At  6:15  the  doctor  is  to  be  at  the  hospital  for  morn- 
ing prayers  with  all  the  hospital  workers.  They  meet 
outside  and  sit  on  a  round  cement  bench  in  the  middle  of 
the  hospital  compound.  (On  cold  mornings  that  cement 
is  not  very  comfortable.) 

At  6:30  he  begins  rounds  in  the  wards  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  African  nurses,  Anggya  (An-guy-a)  and 
Mafa.  On  Monday  he  goes  into  the  women's  ward;  Tues- 
day, men's;  Wednesday,  children's,  and  then  repeats  on 
the  next  three  days.  There  are  any  number  of  interrup- 
tions during  this  time  with  many  little  matters  to  care 
for.  After  rounds  he  writes  notes  on  all  the  cards  of 
the  patients  he  has  seen.  Then  sometimes  between  8:00 
and  10:00  he  gets  home  for  brealcfast  and  a  shave  (if 
someone  does  not  come  for  him  before  he  gets  to  shave.) 

At  9:.30  to  10:00  he  returns  to  the  hospital  to  do  what- 
ever surgery  is  on  the  schedule  for  the  day.  Or  perhaps 
he  will  X-ray  then,  which  involves  his  turning  on  the 
motor,  warming  it  up,  taking  X-rays  and  then  de- 
veloping them  himself.  He  aims  to  get  to  the  dispensary 
by  11:00,  but  he  seldom  makes  it  before  12:00  or  after. 

When  the  patients  who  want  to  be  seen  in  the  dispen- 
sary see  him  go  in,  they  come  flocking  to  the  door  to 
await  their  turn.  A  laboratory  report  is  ready  on  each  of 


them  since  that  must  be  done  before  the  doctor  can  see 
them. 

Miss  Dadisman  sees  patients  also,  but  even  with  two 
of  them  working  they  are  rarely  through  before  3:30  or 
4:00,  sometimes  later. 

Mary  Dadisman  stays  to  count  the  day's  receipts.  Mar- 
vin checks  his  surgery  cases  of  the  morning  and  hopes 
to  get  home  without  too  many  more  interruptions.  He 
eats  a  sandwich.  Then  the  only  way  for  him  to  get  any 
rest  or  diversion  from  the  hospital  is  to  leave  home.  If 
he  stays  home,  someone  is  sure  to  come  for  him.  Very 
often  it  is  someone  who  has  been  ill  for  several  days  or 
even  weeks  and  suddenly  decided  he  had  to  see  the  doctor. 
This  is  an  unpleasant  part  of  medicine  wherever  the  doc- 
tor happens  to  be.  It  is  most  difficult  to  say  no  to  them, 
but  the  doctor  also  owes  it  to  himself  to  get  some  rest. 

A  4:00  each  patient's  temperature  is  taken  and  all 
those  having  100  degrees  or  more  are  recorded  and  the 
record  brought  to  either  the  doctor,  Miss  Dadisman  or 
Anggya.  They  take  turns.  Usually  it  is  necessary  to  re- 
turn to  the  hospital  to  check  on  one  or  two  of  them.  If 
any  missionary  needs  medical  care,  this  is  usually  given 
between  4:00  and  6.00. 

With  luck  he  gets  to  sit  down  to  supper  about  6:00, 
but  often  supper  is  postponed  while  he  runs  down  to  the 
hospital  for  a  "minute."  Being  so  close  to  the  hospital 
has  its  advantages  and  disadvantages. 

(Continued   next  week) 
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ASHLAND  SEMINARY  NEWS 

Conducted  by  Asliland  Theological  Seminary 


THE  ASHLAND  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  mourns  the  death  of  Willis  E.  Ronk. 
In  view  of  Brother  Ronk's  keen  interest  in  Brethren  Church  History  and  Doc- 
trine, the  Seminary  anjd  pre-Seminary  students  have  started  a  fund  to  enlarge  the 
Brethren  Historical  and  Brethren  Doctrinal  sections  of  the  library  as  a  memorial  to 
Professor  Ronk.  As  of  this  w^riting,  four  hours  after  the  beginning  of  the  fund,  the 
contributions  have  reached  $40. 

Because  the  students  and  faculty  held  Professor  Ronk  in  such  high  esteem,  this 
memorial  fund  has  been  established.  We  feel  that  this  addition  to  the  library  w^ill 
therefore  continue  the  valuable  influence  of  Brother  Ronk  in  our  midst. 

We  are  sure  that  others  in  the  Brethren  Church  will  want  to  share  in  this  con- 
cern of  ours.  Therefore,  if  you  wish  to  contribute  financially,  direct  your  gifts  to 
Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora,  Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  Ashland,  Ohio.  With  this 
money  we  will  be  enabled  to  purchase  much-needed  books  and  materials  for  the 
library.  These  will  all  be  properly  documented  as  a  part  of  the  memorial  to  Willis 
E.  Ronk. 

However,  if  you  have  Brethren  History  books,  documents.  Brethren  Evangelists 
predating  1900,  or  any  pamphlets,  tracts  or  doctrinal  materials  pertaining  to  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  you  wish  to  donate  them  to  this  section  of  the  library,  plejase 
send  them  to  Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora,  Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


THE  EDITOR'S  PULPIT 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  OFFERING 


(Continued  from  Page  3) 
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Eildeavor  Board  since  its  organization  in  1940 
and  continuing  as  a  member  of  the  present  Breth- 
ren Youth  Board  until  last  year  when  the  press 
of  duties  in  the  Editorial  office  led  us  to  resign 
from  the  Board,  this  scribe  can  remember  when 
the  total  expenditures  for  youth,  as  such,  ran  less 
than  $200.00  a  year.  The  C.  E.  Board  was  the  one 
Board  of  the  Church  which  did  not  ask  of  the 
Church  an  annual  offering.  What  money  was 
raised,  came  through  voluntary  gifts  from  local 
C.  E.  Societies. 

BUT  THAT  IS  ALL  CHANGED  NOW !  We 
have  seen  our  Brethren  Youth  work  come  "up 
jthrough  the  years."  Because  of  the  general  ten- 
dency to  "side-step"  youth  work  locally  and 
nationally  as  a  result  o:^  long  years'  habits,  it  has 
I  not  been  easy  for  the  Brethren  Youth  Board  to 
effect  a  workable  income  for  the  needed  program. 
We  trust  that  this  year  it  shall  be  different.  We 


trust  that  you  shall  read  the  special  pages  of  this 
issue,  and  pray  much  about  this  coming  offering. 
Brethren  Youth  keeps  nothing  for  itself.  Its 
very  being,  its  very  motive  is  centered  in  train- 
ing youth  for  Christian  leadership  in  the  Church. 
This  means  for  you  a  better  supply  of  Christian 
young  people  for  your  church  leadership  positions. 
It  means  for  the  denomination  a  more  conse- 
crated supply  of  ministers,  minister's  wives,  mis- 
sionaries and  lay  workers  in  the  years  to  come. 
Let's  not  side-step  our  responsibility,  Brethren! 
— W.  S.  B. 


This 
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By  the  Editor 

SINCE  this  is  the  week  of  the  big  changeover  in  time 
for  many  areas,  we  are  passing  on  the  reminder  that 
Ashland  remains  on  Eastern  Standard  Time  the  year 
around.  This  is  information  to  keep  in  mind  by  all  "fast 
timers,"  if  and  when  you  have  business  in  Ashland  this 
summer,  and  especially  as  General  Conference  time  rolls 
around. 

Our  thanks  to  National  Brethren  Youth  Director,  Clar- 
ence Stogsdill,  for  his  help  and  cooperation  in  securing 
the  materials  for  the  special  Brethren  Youth  section  of 
this  issue.  W.  S.  B. 
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I'M  STILL  IN  BRETHREN  YOUTH 

REV.  CLARENCE  STOGSDILL 

National   Director,    Brethren   Youth 


MY  WORK  WITH  BRETHREN  YOUTH  will 
not  end  on  June  15,  1956.  I  expect  to  con- 
tinue to  work  with  the  youth  of  the  Brethren 
Church  and  their  fine  organization  for  many 
years  to  come.  Instead  of  being  the  pitcher  in 
this  ball  game,  I  will  be  a  fielder.  My  prayer  is 
that  you,  too,  will  find  and  take  your  place  in 
Brethren  Youth.  You  are  not  just  a  spectator, 
you  know.  There  is  plenty  of  fielding  to  be  done, 
many  intricate  plays  to  execute,  a  game  to  be 
won  for  your  side — the  Brethren  Church. 

I  sincerely  thank  the  Brethren  Church  for  the 
honor  of  serving  in  the  capacity  of  Youth  Direc- 
tor these  past  three  years,  and  I  pray  that  the 
Church  will  now  stand  with  Phil  Lersch  as  he 
takes  the  helm  and  give  him  a  lift  so  that  he  in 
turn  will  be  in  a  position  to  give  a  lift  to  the 
Church  through  her  youth.  We  feel  that  some 
progress  has  been  made  these  three  years,  for  we 
have  seen  many  young  people  come  to  know  the 
Lord  and  many  others  give  themselves  to  lifetime 
service  in  His  Church.  Many  plans  are  still  in- 
complete, and  many  others  not  yet  fulfilled,  to  say 
the  least.  But  we  feel  that  this  in  itself  speaks  of 
progress.  The  Youth  Board  is  planning  a  good 
program  to  move  forward  in  helping  to  train 
youth  leaders  in  the  local  churches.  I  feel  that 
this  is  a  very  important  step.  The  youth  will  not 
come  and  go  out  and  serve  without  direction  and 
guidance — they  must  have  leaders. 

With  sufficient  income  there  is  no  limit  to 
the  kind  and  quality  of  work  that  can  be  done 
through  Brethren  Youth.  For  several  years  we 
have  been  attempting  to  reach  the  goal  of  $8,- 
500  in  our  May  Offering  to  advance  the  cause 
of  Brethren  Youth.  Not  once  have  we  come  very 
close  to  reaching  that  goal.  Generally  it  comes 
to  around  $3,500  to  $4,000.  That  means  that 
there  has  to  be  corner-cutting  and  money-saving 
— almost  half  the  desired  amount,  including  the 
income  from  the  Ambassadors  and  Crusaders  and 
special  gifts,  and  much  is  not  done  that  we 
should  like  to  do. 

The  Brethren  Youth  magazine  has  been  cut  to 
six"  issues  each  year  to  save  half  the  expense  in 
that  publication.  There  are  other  things  on  the 
agenda  that   should  be  published — e.   g.,   an  in- 


crease in  size  of  the  "Nutshell"  booklets  for 
teaching  youth  the  doctrines  of  the  Church,  a 
better  worship  service  program  booklet,  etc.  For 
this  reason  the  National  Brethren  Youth  Project 
this  year  has  been  changed  from  one  of  mission- 
ary nature  to  a  "help  yourself"  type  project: 
$6,500  for  Brethren  Youth's  aid,  to  be  in  by  Gen- 
eral Conference  in  August.  WE'RE  COUNTING 
ON  IT! 

Phil  will  need  some  good  equipment  with  which 
to  work  in  his  office — when  he  finds  time  to  be 
there.  The  Northeastern  Ohio  District  Brethren 
Youth  are  now  purchasing  a  new  Gestetner  color 
mimeograph  which  will  be  of  tremendous  help 
in  producing  better  mimeographed  material.  I 
personally  believe,  too,  that  the  national  office 
deserves — even  demands — a  full  time  office  sec- 
retary to  assist  the  Youth  Director  in  his  corre- 
spondence, filing,  subscriptions,  proof-reading  of 
published  materials,  editing  other  materials,  etc. 
This  would  leave  him  free  to  do  more  field  work 
with  the  local  churches.  Only  a  few  extra  hun- 
dred dollars  toward  the  goal — $8,500 — would  do 
the  trick.  All  of  this,  you  can  see,  would  strength- 
en the  organization  of  Brethren  Youth  which  is 
at  present  much  too  weak  for  practical  purposes. 
We  need  to  consider  Brethren  Youth  daily,  the 
year  around,  instead  of  just  at  General  Confer- 
ence or  when  there  is  a  local  or  district  Youth 
Rally. 

MY  APPRECIATION 

I  wish  to  thank  all  of  you  for  your  interest  and 
assistance  in  the  work  of  Brethren  Youth,  and 
for  the  dozens  of  invitations  to  speak  and  visit  in 
your  churches.  I  am  sorry  to  miss  the  district 
conferences  this  summer,  especially  since  I  have 
been  scheduled  to  take  active  part  in  most  of 
them.  Also,  I  take  this  means  of  expressing  my 
appreciation  to  Brother  W.  S.  Benshoff,  Editor  of 
the  Evangelist,  for  his  undying  support  of  Breth- 
ren Youth  and  his  faithful  suggestions  and  coop- 
eration continually  in  the  printing  of  the  mes- 
sages in  his  paper.  Much  publicity  has  been  ours 
in  this  manner  that  we  otherwise  would  not  have 
had— and  FREE  OF  CHARGE!  So,  thank  you,, 
Brother  Benshoff!  And  God  be  with  Brethren 
Youth  and  their  Director,  Phil  Lersch. 
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by   Helen  Jordan 

As  WE  GO  ABOUT  our  daily  lives  witnessing,  often 
without  words,  our  families,  our  friends,  our  neigh- 
bors, and  even  those  whom  we  meet  only  casually,  are 
seeing  in  us  perhaps  their  only  view  of  what  Christianity 
is  and  what  it  can  mean  to  an  individual. 

Is  what  they  see  in  our  lives  an  example  of  a  better 
way  of  life  than  anyone  can  attain  without  Christ  ?  Do 
we  have  that  "Peace  that  Passeth  Understanding,"  not 
only  in  our  spiritual  lives  and  our  personal  relationship 
with  God,  but  also  as  we  go  about  our  daily  tasks  ?  I  am 
sure  that  everyone  who  has  ever  taken  any  responsibil- 
ity in  the  church  has  had  the  experience  of  waking  up 
some  morning  and  realizing  that  the  schedule  for  the 
day  seems  so  full  that  it  doesn't  seem  possible  that  every- 
thing can  be  accomplished.  Do  we  always  come  through 
these  difficult  days  with  a  smile  and  a  testimony  of 
praise  to  God  for  His  help  with  the  day's  time  schedule  ? 

One  day  several  years  ago  stands  out  in  my  memory. 
I  had  been  helping  in  the  field  a  couple  of  hours  a  day 
I  during  harvest.  The  day  before  a  District  W.  M.  S.  meet- 
ing we  moved  into  a  field  where  we  had  extra  problems, 
so  that  it  took  six  hours  to  accomplish  one  day's  task; 
and  no  time  was  left  to  get  ahead  so  that  I  could  take 
a  day  off.  The  next  morning  I  made  the  necessary  phone 
calls  to  get  a  substitute  to  take  over  my  responsibilities 
if  I  didn't  get  to  the  meeting.  As  I  got  in  the  car  that 
morning  I  said  a  rather  unusual  prayer.  It  went  some- 
thing like  this,  "Lord,  you  know  how  much  must  be  done 
and  if  you  want  me  to  go  to  that  W.  M.  S.  meeting  this 
afternoon  things  will  have  to  go  a  lot  faster  than  they 
did  yesterday."  Apparently  He  wanted  me  to  go,  as  the 
work  was  accomplished  in  two  hours  instead  of  six. 

Do  we  thank  Him  for  His  help  in  the  humble  situa- 
tions ?  Do  we  tell  those  whom  we  meet  that  He  will  help 
in  any  problem  that  they  need  not  wait  for  some  great 
crisis  to  arise  to  go   to  Him  in  Prayer? 

Probably  the  people  who  are  influenced  most  by  the 
quiet  day  to  day  life  of  a  Christian  woman  are  her  chil- 
dren. I  can  think  of  no  greater  tribute  to  a  Mother  than 
for  it  to  be  said,  "all  of  her  children  know  God." 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Schmledt, 

Manteca,  California. 


INTERESTENG  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

held  in  the  Warsaw  Church  Sunday  afternoon,  April  22nd. 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Honorary  Patroness  of  the  National 
S.  M.  M.,  was  the  guest  speaker. 

WABASH,   INDIANA,   COLLEGE    CORNER    BRETH- 
REN. Brother  G.  B.  Hanna  notes  that  19  of  the  College 


Corner  Brethren  had  pei'fect  attendance  at  the  Township 
Pre-Easter  Services. 

Brother  Hanna  was  the  speaker  for  the  Morning  Chapel 
program  over  WARU  the  week  of  April  23-27. 

The  College  Corner  Brethren  Church  will  be  host  to  a 
meeting  of  the  Wabash  Ministerial  Association  on  May 
7th. 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  A  Sunday  School  Class 
for  ages  from  High  School  graduates  through  30  years 
of  age  is  to  be  started  on  May  6th. 

The  Father-Son  Banquet  was  held  on  April  21st. 

AKRON,  INDIANA.  Brother  Ralph  McFadden  writes, 
"The  Brethren  Youth  Fellowship  of  the  Akron  Church  is 
planning  a  retreat  at  Camp  Mack.  It  will  take  place 
starting  Friday  night  May  4th,  and  will  end  Sunday  af- 
ternoon May  6th.  Theme  will  be  "All  For  Christ."  Leader 
will  be  Ted  Whitacre,  senior  student  minister,  Manches- 
ter College.  There  will  be  discussion,  organized  recrea- 
tion, worship,  free  time,  work  together  and  plenty  of  food 
(cooked  by  the  campers  themselves.)  We  are  looking  for 
about  25  youth  to  attend.  All  are  looking  forward  to  a 
good  week-end  and  an  experience  in  spiritual  growth." 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  A  baptismal  service  was 
held  the  afternoon  of  April  22nd. 

The  W.  M.  S.  Mother-Daughter  banquet  was  a  sched- 
uled event  of  May  4th. 

May  13th  is  the  date  for  the  W.  M.  S.  public  service. 

HOWE,  INDIANA.  BRIGHTON  CHAPEL  BRETHREN. 
The  Mother-Daughter  banquet  was  a  scheduled  event  of 
May  2nd,  with  Mrs.  Lloyd  Studebaker  bringing  a  mes- 
sage concerning  the  work  in  Nigeria. 

The  W.  M.  S.  Public  service  will  be  held  Wednesday 
evening.  May  16th. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Laymen's  Day  was  observed  on 
April   22nd.  Mr.   Clifford   Young  was   the  guest  speaker. 

The  Mother-Daughter  banquet  was  held  the  evening  of 
May  1st,  in  the  church  basement,  with  the  men  doing  the 
serving. 

FALLS  CITY,  NEBRASKA.  Eight  were  received  by 
baptism  and  three  by  letter  recently. 


COMING  EVENTS 

LAYMEN'S  RALLY 
NORTHEASTERN  OHIO  DISTRICT 

May  18th 
Jons  Park   Pavilion — Mansfield,  Ohio 

Registration  6:30;   Supper  7:00  E.  S.  T. 

Important  Business 

Missionary  Robert  Bischof,  Speaker 

Reservations  should  be  in  by  May  11th.  Send  to; 

Raymond  Metcalf, 
489  Davidson  St., 
Mansfield,  Ohio. 


Brethren  Historical 
Manchester  College' 
N.   Manchester,   Ind. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  Woodrow  B.  Brant,  of  our  Vinco  Church, 
was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  Wayne  Heights'  Anniver- 
sary program  held  on  May  6th. 

The  Young  People's  Class  of  the  Jacobs  Lutheran 
Church  presented  a  program  of  sacred  music  in  the 
Wayne  Heights  Church  the   evening  of  April   15th. 

The  Play,  "Converting  Dad  to  Missions"  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Wayne  Heights  W.  M.  S.  in  the  church 
the  evening  of  April  8th. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  One  new  member  was  received 
by  letter  on  April  29th. 

BELLEFONTAINE,  OHIO.  GRETNA  BRETHREN. 
The  Mother-Daughter  Fellowship  was  held  the  evening 
of  May  2nd  with  the  express  purpose  of  effecting  the 
organization  of  a  Sisterhood  in  the  church. 

On  Rural  Life  Sunday,  May  6th,  the  Gretna  Church 
was  host  to  the  Miami  Grange,  with  a  special  program 
being  presented  by  the  church. 

MANSFIELD,  OHIO.  Brother  Harold  Barnett,  who  has 
pastored  the  Mansfield  congregation  for  the  past  several 
years,  while  a  student  in  Ashland  Seminary,  has  ten- 
dered his  resignation,  to  take  effect  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber. At  that  time,  Brother  Barnett  will  assume  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Second  Brethren  Church,  Johnstown,  Penna. 
Brother  Barnett  is  a  member  of  this  year's  graduating 
Class  of  Ashland  Seminary. 


CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  The  Mother- 
Daughter  banquet  is  scheduled  for  May  15th,  in  the 
Methodist  Church. 

AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN.  The 
Mother-Daughter   banquet    is    scheduled   for   May  18th. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  The  Mother-Daughter  banquet 
was  held  the  evening  of  May  3rd. 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  The  W.  M.  S.  Public  Service 
is  scheduled  for  May  13th,  with  Mrs.  Robert  Earle,  of 
Norwalk,  Ohio,  retuiTied  missionary  from  India,  as  guest 
speaker. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  The  Mother-Daughter  Banquet  was 
held  the  evening  of  May  2nd. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  The  Mother-Daughter  banquet  and 
program  was  held  the  evening  of  May  2nd. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Five  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism  on  April  22nd. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  The  expansion  program  is  pro- 
gressing, with  the  recent  purchase  of  property  to  the 
north  and  to  the  east  of  the  church.  The  church  now 
owns  a  complete  quarter  of  the  block. 

Guest  speaker  on  April  29th/  was  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton, 
President  of  Ashland  College  and  Seminary. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Mother-Daughter  banquet  was 
held  the  evening  of  May  1st. 


(COMING  EVENTS  LISTED  ON  PAGE  14) 


ATTENTION:   LITERATURE  SECRETARIES 
AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Third  Quarter  Order  Blanks  have  been  mailed.  If  you 
fail  to  receive  one,  please  notify  the  office. 

BE  SURE  TO  RETURN  THEM  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE 
to  insure  receiving  your  Sunday  School  supplies  on  time. 
ORDER   NOW.   AND  AVOID   DELAY. 

The    Brethren    Publishing   Company, 
Ashland,   Ohio. 
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T/zie  Ghnstian   Home 


WE  ARE  ON  THE  EVE  of  Mother's  Day,  and 
all  that  it  means  to  each  of  us.  Many  are 
the  precious  memories  surrounding  this  day,  and 
of  the  presence  of  mother  in  the  home.  Some 
have  not  had  the  privilege  of  having  a  mother 
during  their  childhood.  A  few  mothers  did  not 
prove  to  be  the  kind  of  mothers  they  should  have 
been  for  growing  children.  Whatever  the  case, 
the  fact  remains  that  a  good  Christian  mother  is 
the  best  heritage  a  growing  boy  or  girl  can  have. 

On  the  mother  often  rests  the  welfare  of  the 
home.  Often  the  tide  and  destiny  of  the  children 
rises  and  falls  on  the  character,  or  lack  of  it,  of 
the  mother  in  the  home.  This  does  not  discredit 
the  influence  of  good  Christian  fathers  in  the 
home,  either.  Children,  as  a  rule,  tend  to  be  more 
intimate  with  their  mothers;  mothers  are  often 
with  the  children  more  than  the  fathers.  There  is 
a  statement  that  is  justifyably  true:  "Back  of 
every  successful  man  are  two  women,  his  mother 
and  then  his  wife."  Credit  where  credit  is  due. 

Therein  is  also  a  tremendous  responsibility  for 
mothers.  And  this  Mother's  Day  is  a  good  time 
for  all  mothers  to  evaluate  the  kind  of  influence 
and  the  kind  of  homes  they  have  for  their  fami- 
hes. 

America  has  seen  her  strength  in  the  Christian 
home.  Out  of  homes  where  mother  and  father 
were  Christian,  where  they  attended  Church  ser- 
vices, where  the  Bible  was  taught,  and  where 
prayer  was  of  supreme  importance,  have  come 
great  leaders,  statesmen,  ministers,  missionaries. 
Multitudes  of  next  generation  home  makers  have 
also  taken  into  life  the  Christian  teachings  and 
morals.  This  has  resulted  in  a  nation  where  law 
and  order,  peace  and  liberty  are  cherished  posses- 
sions. That  which  we  have  is  a  product  of  the 
Christian  home. 

Christian  homes  are  built  upon  the  Rock,  Jesus 
Christ ;  they  endure  for  all  time  and  eternity.  Any 
tendency  to  weaken  the  strict  adherence  to  scrip- 


tural precepts  weakens  the  home  just  that  much. 
Right  now  we  are  engulfed  in  a  vicious  whirlpool 
of  unrighteousness  in  the  land,  v/hich  has  ruined 
many  homes  and  which  threatens  even  the  most 
sincere  Christian  families.  We  are  reaping  the 
harvest  of  days  when  many  parents  took  a  dim 
view  toward  attendance  at  Church  services.  This 
scribe  has  seen  with  his  own  eyes  where  parents 
sent  their  children  to  Sunday  School,  driving  up 
to  the  church  to  pick  them  up  afterwards.  We 
have  seen  parents  and  children  make  themselves 
impressive  in  the  Sunday  School  hour,  only  to 
rush  out  afterwards,  leaving  but  the  magnetic 
vacuum  of  their  presence  as  the  worship  hour 
began. 

We  have  seen  parents  literally  "knock  them- 
selves out"  getting  their  children  prepared, 
dressed  and  primped  for  every  imaginable  type 
of  social  gathering,  putting  such  things  ahead  of 
Church  activities,  or  making  no  effort  at  all  to 
seeing  that  their  children  were  present  for  Church 
meetings. 

We  see  now,  the  harvest.  Where  parents  do  not 
believe  and  show  that  Church  and  Church  events 
are  important  enough  to  be  placed  first  in  the 
life;  where  prayer  and  Bible  study  in  the  home 
are  secondary,  then,  dear  friends,  impressionable 
children  are  not  going  to  consider  them  important 
when  they  become  adults. 

God  bless  our  Christian  homes — parents,  who, 
in  a  day  when  true  Christian  living  is  an  achieve- 
ment, are  staying  by  their  God-directed  stan- 
dards. This  is  the  way  that  is  pleasing  unto  God. 
— W.  S.  B. 
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Sarah   Mack   Longanecker 


THE  BIBLE  HANDED  ME  some  years  ago  by  the  late 
David  Mack,  of  the  Glenford,  Ohio,  community,  was 
old.  The  pages  were  loose  and  the  binding  showed  many 
years  of  use.  Yet  the  page  upon  which  the  births  and  the 
deaths  had  been  recorded  in  past  years,  now  far  removed 
was  very  easily  read.  The  Bible  had  been  the  original 
possession  of  the  great  grandfather  of  David,  Jacob  Mack. 
Now  that  David  has  gone  to  join  the  host  before  him, 
the  Bible  is  the  property  of  the  family.  David  Mack 
dropped  dead  at  his  farm  home,  Glenford,  R.  D.,  De- 
cember 3,  1942.  The  Bible  was  purchased  by  Jacob  Mack 
in  December  1821  for  the  sum  of  $7.50.  It  was  printed  in 
English,  though  its  owner  was  bi-lingual,  speaking  the 
German  of  his  mother  tongue  as  well  as  the  English. 
Hard  use  necessitated  the  rebinding  of  the  book  of  mas- 
sive dimensions  and  he  paid  a  local  binder  by  the  name 
of  Jacob  Datz,  75c  on  March  6,  1845,  to  do  the  job. 
Jacob  used  the  book  just  ten  years  when  its  pages  were 
closed  to  him  in  death. 

The  birth  record  is  of  vital  interest  to  the  many  de- 
scendants and  to  genealogists.  Here  we  find  recorded 
the  birth  of  the  seven  children,  namely,  Agnes,  who  mar- 
ried Jacob  Leckrone,  Sarah,  who  married  Joseph  Longa- 
necker,  and  who  is  the  subject  of  this  article;  John,  Jacob, 
Alexander,  Mary  or  as  she  was  commonly  called  "Polly," 
who  married  John  Longanecker  and  Anna  the  baby  of 
the  family. 

Sarah,  the  second  born  of  the  family  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  in  the  old  family  home  on  Brown's  Run, 
near  Masontown,  Pennsylvania,  June  25,  1798.  The  hand- 
writing with  its  old  script  faithfully  records  the  name 
and  date.  As  has  been  mentioned  from  time  to  time  in 
previous  articles  the  house  of  her  birth  still  stands 
though  the  years  of  the  past  have  meant  remodeling  of 
the  original  structure.  Sarah  was  not  quite  two  years  the 
junior  of  her  sister  Agnes.  Here  the  girls  grew  to  wo- 
manhood aiding  in  the  care  of  smaller  brothers  and  sis- 
ters as  they  came  along. 

Life  must  have  been  filled  with  numerous  activities 
there  on  the  Run  one  hundred  and  fifty  six  years  ago. 
The  Mill  was  always  of  interest  to  boys  and  girls  alike. 
The  dam  backed  the  water  up  into  a  good  sized  pond 
which  was  good  for  fishing  in  the  summer  and  skating 
in  the  winter.  The  customers  coming  in  to  have  their 
wants  cared  for,  and  the  activities  joined  in  with  the 
neighbor  children  filled  the  days.  Of  course  there  were 
home  duties  which  required  a  part  of  their  time. 


Sai'ah  as  she  grew  to  womanhood  embraced  the  faith 
of  her  Fathers,  and  became  a  member  of  the  German 
Baptist  Church,  as  it  was  commonly  called.  "Dunkard,"  it 
was  to  various  members  of  other  faiths. 

The  Macks,  the  Leckrones,  and  the  Longaneckers,  all 
neighbors  in  the  German  settlement,  must  have  had  more 
in  common  than  with  those  over  the  ridge  at  Mason's 
Fort. 

Joseph  Longanecker,  twenty-two  years  Sarah's  senior, 
and  the  neighbor  on  the  adjoining  farm  to  the  West,  had 
emigrated  to  this  section  of  Pennsylvania  from  Lancas- 
ter County.  He  had  constructed  for  himself  a  two  story 
log  house,  one  that  was  exceptional  for  its  day,  and 
lived  just  a  short  distance  from  the  present  road.  It 
should  be  stated  at  this  time  that  a  few  years  ago  the 
house  was  razed.  The  field  with  its  sloping  hillside  gives 
no  indication  that  a  house  ever  stood  there.  Death  came 
to  the  companion  of  Joseph  Longanecker.  He  was  left 
alone  with  five  small  children.  Joseph  and  Sarah's  inter- 
ests were  much  alike  and  she  became  his  second  wife, 
shouldering  the  responsibility  of  becoming  a  second 
mother  to  those  unfortunate  enough  to  lose  their  real 
one.  This  is  a  task  often  misunderstood,  with  insufficient 
credit  given  to  the  one  who  steps  in  to  reestablish  the 
home.  All  indications  are  that  Sarah  was  equal  to  the 
task.  Later  on  there  were  three  of  her  own  to  add  to 
the  original  brood.  They  were  Jacob,  born  June  17,  1818, 
and  Nancy,  born  September  17,  1821  and  Lydia,  the  date 
of  whose  birth  we  are  uncertain.  Joseph  was  thrifty  and 
when  he  died  on  November  15,  1853  he  left  a  valuable 
farm  to  each  of  his  eight  children. 

Joseph  was  buried  on  the  farm  where  he  had  spent 
the  most  of  his  adult  life.  Some  years  ago  the  graves 
were  placed  together  in  the  middle  of  a  field,  but  in  re- 
cent years  the  plow  has  been  driven  over  them  and  others 
tilled  the  field  who  had  no  interest  in  the  ones  who  had 
preceded  them.  While  the  original  log  house  where  Jo- 
seph and  Sarah  lived,  no  longer  stands,  the  large  brick 
house  stands  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  to  the  East. 
It  must  have  been  one  of  the  mansions  and  show  places 
of  its  day  as  it  is  still  an  emblem  of  strength. 

Approximately  about  the  year  1832,  Sarah  saw  her 
father,  mother,  two  brothers  John  and  Alexander,  sisters 
Agnes  and  Anna  move  to  Ohio.  Her  sister  "Polly"  ac- 
companied them  but  soon  returned  to  marry  John  Longa- 
necker, Sarah's  step  son.  Thereby  she  became  the  moth- 
er-in-law of  her  sister  and  the  mother-in-law  of  her  step 
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son.  The  five  children  of  Joseph's  over  whom  Sarah  as- 
sumed the  place  of  a  second  mother  were,  John,  men- 
tioned above;  Frances,  Catherine,  who  became  the  wife 
of  her  brother  Jacob,  thereby  making  her  the  mother-in- 
law  of  her  brother;  Maria  and  Joseph. 

Correspondence  was  kept  up  between  those  who  had 
gone  to  Ohio  and  those  who  remained  in  Fayette  County, 
Pennsylvania.  The  writer  had  access  to  an  old  letter,  writ- 
ten in  the  Gennan  March  15,  1844  from  Fayette  County, 
Pennsylvania,  to  Jacob  and  Nancy  Mack  of  Brownsville, 
Ohio.  We  give  it  as  it  throws  light  on  that  day  over  a 
century  ago  when  there  were  troubles  and  problems  in 
the  family  as  well  as  the  community.  The  translation 
of   the   letter   is   as   follows. 

"The  15  of  March  1844.  I  have  undertaken  to  write 
you  a  little,  my  dear  father — and  mother-in-law,  in  great 
sorrow,  and  trouble  of  all  kinds.  One  thing  that  my  son 
John  is  taking  so  hard,  while  his  wife  has  decided  that 
we  can  hardly  save  him.  The  other  thing,  that  my  son 
Joseph  has  gotten  so  in  debt  that  I  went  his  bail  for 
more  than  $100.00,  and  I  have  paid  one  note  for  more 
than  $32.87%.  The  other  man  also  wants  his  money,  but 
I  cannot  pay  him  until  I  get  my  money  from  those  who 
owe  me.  And  my  son  Jacob  also  went  his  bail  for  $40.00 
that  he  has  to  pay.  And  that  puts  him  back  so  he  can- 
not pay  his  debts  as  he  likes  to  do. 

"If  the  Notary  Remsi  does  as  we  have  heard,  then 
Jacob  will  be  able  to  pay  all  his  bills.  But  you  are  not 
mentioning  him  to  usi  that  we  might  know  how  it  goes 
with  him.  I  believe  that  if  I  could  live  with  him  like  you 
do,  I  would  get  something  from  him  through  work.  Per- 
haps you  had  thought  of  the  same  thing."  (Here  the  folds 
of  the  old  letter  and  the  faint  German  script  made  trans- 
lation very  difficult  if  not  impossible,  but  there  was  an 
inference  that  some  one's  word  was  not  worth  25c. 
Author) 

"So    will   my  daughter    Minnie,    Jacob's    girl,    come    to 

you  and  then  you  can  inform  him  how  the  thing  stands 
I  and  he  can  tell  us.  Then  in  these  hard  times  we  have  to 

observe  how  to  work  this  thing  out,  that  we  do  not  ruin 
\  ourselves.  That  the  expenses  possibly  are  as  much  as  the 
i  main  sum.  We  are  well  and  hope  that  these  few  lines 
j  will  reach  you  in  the  same  condition.  This  writing  is  a 
\  hard  job.  With  hearty  greeting  to  you  dear  father-in-law 

and  mother-in-law,  from   all   friends,   and   also  a  hearty 

greeting  from  our  daughter  Minnie. 

Joseph    Longanecker    and 
Sarah  Longanecker." 

The  sheet  and  the  envelope  are  in  one  piece  and  the 
letter  was  sealed  with  a  wax  seal. 

It  is  not  the  intent  of  this  article  to  trace  the  descen- 
dants of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Mack  Longanecker,  however 
we  will  state  that  they  may  be  found  in  the  Author's 
history  of  Alexander  Mack  and  his  Descendants.  Suffice 
it  to  state  that  a  grand  son,  the  son  of  Jacob  Longanecker 
became  one  of  Fayette  County's  successful  physicians.  He 
was  William  Longanecker.  The  writer  has  frequently  seen 
his  name  inscribed  upon  the  wall  of  the  Uniontown  Hos- 
pital, as  well  as  his  picture  prominently  displayed  in  the 
same  institution.  Dr.  Longanecker's  daughter  lives  in 
Uniontown  and  is  the  wife  of  S.  John  Morrow,  a  prom- 
inent Judge.   An   old  obituary  gives   the   account  of  the 
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passing    of  Jacob,   the    son    of   Joseph    and    Sarah    Mack 
Longanecker.  We  give  it  for  its  interest. 

"Jacob  F.  Longanecker  died  Sunday  night,  April  7, 
1889,  at  Fairchance,  Pennsylvania  about  7  o'clock.  The 
deceased  was  nearly  seventy  one  years  of  age  and  was 
afflicted  with  a  complication  of  diseases.  He  was  of  Ger- 
man descent  and  was  born  and  reared  in  German  Town- 
ship. He  lived  there  sixty  years  when  he  moved  to  the 
vicinity  of  Smithfield.  Two  months  before  his  death  he 
moved  to  Fairchance.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  son,  W.  A. 
Longanecker,  M.D.,  to  mourn  his  loss.  The  deceased  was 
an  enterprising  and  industrious  farmer.  He  had  a  kindly 
spirit  and  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  There  were 
brief  services  at  the  house  Tuesday  morning  at  9:30,  and 
also  at  the  Lutheran  Church,  the  place  of  interment,  the 
Rev,  M.  C.  Bailey  officiating.  The  deceased  was  one  of 
the  county  commissioners  of  Fayette  from  1855  to  1856." 

For  some  reason  the  obituary  fails  to  state  that  he 
was  survived  by  his  mother,  Sarah  Mack  Longanecker. 

Sarah  Mack  Longanecker  spent  all  her  long  life  in 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania.  She  was  the  gi*eat  grand 
daughter  of  Alexander  Mack,  Jr.  It  may  be  of  interest 
to  state  in  this  connection  that  her  grand  daughter,  Mary 
Moser  was  the  first  wife  of  Elder  James  Quinter,  who 
was  Pastor  of  the  Georges  Creek  Congregation.  Fair- 
view  Dunkard  Church  of  Masontown  was  a  member  of 
the  circuit.  Her  last  days  were  spent  with  her  grand 
daughter,  Mrs.  Joseph  Moser.  Sarah  was  well  remem- 
bered by  her  great  grand  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  Sang- 
ston  of  Masontown.  Mrs.  Sangston  is  a  loyal  member  of 
many  years  of  the  Masontown  Brethren  Church.  She  told 
the  writer  when  he  was  Pastor  there  of  this  remarkable 
old  lady.  She  said,  "She  was  a  small  woman,  very  exact, 
and  firm  in  the  faith  of  her  fathers."  She  died  near 
Walnut  Hill  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Jacob's 
Creek   Lutheran   Church.  Later  the   body   was    taken   up 
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and    moved    to    the    Oak    Grove    cemetery    in   Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania. 

Sarah's  younger  brother  Jacob,  some  five  years  her 
junior  was  one  of  the  outstanding  Elders  of  his  church 
in  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  until  his  removal  to 
Western  Illinois  where  he  died  in  1871.  He  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Mill  where  Sarah  lived  as  a  girl  and  young 
woman,  and  he  traveled  also  into  Virginia,  now  West 
Virginia  on  preaching  missions.  He  and  Elder  James 
Quinter  rode  numerous  times  between  Fayette  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Licking  County,  Ohio,  to  the  home  of 
his  father  and  mother  and  other  relatives.  Here  preaching 
services,  Love  Feasts  and  services  of  the  church  to  those 
in   the   outlying  districts   were   carried. 

It  must  have  been  with  joy  that  they  were  welcomed 
back  to  Fayette  County,  after  visiting  with  the  Ohio 
relatives.  Travel  was  hard  and  mostly  by  horse  back,  on 
foot  or  later  on  by  stage.  Sarah  from  her  girlhood  was 
a  member  of  the  church  of  her  Ancestry.  Apparently  in 
one  phase  of  her  life  she  lived  closer  to  the  Grove  Church 
of  vv^hich  her  brother  was  Pastor  than  of  the  Fairview 
Church,  for  it  was  here  that  she  had  her  membership. 
Her  life  was  quietly  spent  and  must  have  been  like  a 
benediction,  to  many  who  came  to  her  in  her  last  days. 
Surely  one  whose  life  span  was  nearly  ninety  four  years 
of  age,  and  went  back  to  a  year  before  the  death  of 
George  Washington,  was  rich  in  memories.  She  was  ap- 
proximately five  years  of  age  when  her  great  grand 
father  Alexander  Mack,  Jr.,  died  in  his  Germantown, 
Pennsylvania  home.  Whether  she  ever  saw  him,  we  have 
no  information.  While  as  a  young  man,  Alexander,  Jr., 
traveled  in  that  part  of  the  country  and  was  on  Cheat 
River,  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia,  we  have  no  records 
that  he  ever  visited  in  the  Masontown  or  Fayette  County 
section  of  Pennsylvania.  He  traveled  through  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley  of  Virginia,  and  made  his  way  to  the  sec- 
tions west  of  the  Potomac  into  the  South  Branch  Valley, 
but  other  than  that  we  have  no  information. 

An  old  obituary,  yellowed  with  age  was  supplied  the 
writer  by  Mrs.  Charles  Sangston  of  Masontown.  We  share 
it  with  the  reader.  It  was  written  by  the  Rev.  S.  W.  Wilt, 
the  Dunkard  Preacher  who  conducted  her  last  Service. 

Longanecker — Sister  Sarah  Longanecker,  of  the  Grove 
Congregation,   Fayette   County,   Pennsylvania,  fell   asleep 


in  Christ,  June  13  th,  1892— aged  93  years,  11  months  and 
18  days.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the  church  for  about 
75  years.  Funeral  took  place  at  the  home  of  brother 
Joseph  B.  Moser  on  the  15th.  We  laid  her  body  to  rest  in 
the  cemetery  at  Uniontown.  Before  her  demise  she  se- 
lected hymns  431  and  598  from  the  Gei'man  Baptist  Hymn 
book.  Also  the  15th  verse  of  the  116th  psalm.  These  she 
desired  to  be  used  for  the  improvement  of  the  occasion. 
She  was  fully  prepared  and  longed  for  her  departure  to 
come.  A  large  collection  of  relatives  and  friends  followed 
the  body  to  its  last  resting  place,  where  it  now  awaits 
the  resurrection  moment,  when  it  will  be  reanimated  and 
immortalized,  and  the  immortal  spirit  will  be  conjoined 
to  it.   Sei-vices  conducted  by  the  writer, 

S.  W.  Wilt. 

Her  self  chosen  text,  speaks  well  for  a  life  of  service 
and  devotion  for  her  master,  it  reads  as  follows,  Precious 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints. 

Sarah  Mack  Longanecker  lived  long  enough,  herself  a 
part  of  the  church  for  three  quarters  of  a  century,  to 
see  it  make  great  growth,  divide  and  perhaps  also  sub- 
divide. She  could  remember  when  the  churches  were 
small  and  scattered.  She  saw  them  numerous  and  large. 
This  was  in  part  because  each  member  felt  personal  re- 
sponsibility for  the  Missionary  effort  in  the  propagating 
of  the  faith.  They  had  a  zeal  that  carried  them  to  outly- 
ing sections  of  the  Frontier,  but  with  it  they  took  their 
Bibles  and  their  belief  as  had  been  handed  down  to  them 
by  illustrious  forefathers.  Little  outside  of  their  Bibles 
and  their  church  was  considered.  Their  lives  and  their 
testimonies  they  tried  to  equalize  and  make   consistent. 

Vacillating  was  no  part  of  their  religious  life.  To  them 
their  church  and  their  Bibles  were  first  and  uppermost, 
and  all  were  for  the  glorifying  of  their  Christ.  Perhaps 
we  are  too  close  to  the  present  day  to  judge  correctly, 
but  it  seems  at  times  that  we  lack  the  fire  and  the 
determination  of  our  early  Dunkard  Forefathers  of  the 
Church. 

Through  out  not  only  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania, 
but  in  other  sections  of  the  land  may  still  be  found  Sarah 
Mack  Longanecker's  descendants.  Some  seem  to  have 
had  given  them  in  the  main  the  stamp  of  character  and 
determination,  which  not  only  speaks  for  success  in  their 
I'eligious  life  but  in  their  business  and  daily  affairs. 
We  produce  the  picture  of  the  little  old  lady, 
little  only  in  stature,  as  she  appeared  in  her 
old  age:  a  face  marked  by  the  hurrying  feet 
of  time  and  "crowned  by  the  snows  of  many 
winters,"  but  still  with  a  forward  look  even 
while  her  life's  sun  was  sinking  low. 

St.  James,   Maryland. 
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TRIBUTE  TO  OUR  PRESIDENT 

WITH  THE  PROMOTION  of  our  president,  W.  E. 
Ronk,  to  a  higher  position,  the  Missionary  Board 
fnembers  are  experiencing  a  keen  sense  of  loss;  however, 
we  feel  that  the  best  way  to  honor  him  and  to  show 
gratitude  for  his  wonderful  friendship  and  leadership  is 
to  go  on  even  more  zealously  with  the  work  that  occupied 
3uch  a  prominent  place  in  his  life. 

Although  it  would  be  impossible  to  express  adequately 
■he  feelings  of  the  members  for  this  Christian  gentleman, 
they  might  be  summarized  briefly  in  this  way: 

Reverend  Ronk  was  not  only  our  leader,  directing  our 
;houghts — as  objectively  as  is  humanly  possible;  he  was 
1  scholar,  displaying  a  wisdom  in  his  thinking  that  is 
the  product  of  logical  reason  and  Christian  ethics.  His 
iealing  with  us  was  always  charactei'ized  by  kindness 
jand  understanding.  He  was  a  constant  source  of  spiritual 
ptrength — a  truly  great  man  to  whom  the  entire  denom- 
ination looked  for  direction  and  counsel.  No  other  man 
[commanded  greater  love  and  respect  from  all  of  us. 

'  We  shall  miss  him  immeasurably;  but  we  do  not  pro- 
|:est,  because  God  says,  "Come;  be  promoted  to  a  higher 
position  and  a  larger  sei-vice."  Instead,  we  offer  sincerely 
"Thank  you,  Willis  Ronk,  for  your  life  and  what  it  has 
ione  for  us!" 

— The  Missionary  Board 
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PROJECTS,  PROGRAMS.  PROGRESS 

WITH  THE  EXPANDING  of  our  world  missionary 
program  in  Argentina  and  in  Nigeria,  Brethren 
people  seem  to  be  achieving  a  new  awareness  of  the 
needs  of  such  a  growing  program. 

For  some  time,  to  many  of  our  people,  missions  was 
a  subject  mentioned  once  a  year  and  promptly  dismissed 
from  serious  thought.  As  the  years  have  passed,  how- 
ever, interest  has  increased,  and  the  work  has  become 
of  more  personal  concern  to  almost  everyone.  Names  of 
missionaries  are  well  known;  we  write  letters  to  them; 
we  know  their  addresses.  Their  wants  and  needs  are  very 
■eal  to  us. 

Projects* 

Out  of  this  developing  interest  in  the  more  personal 
side  of  missions  arose  a  practice  of  giving  to  definite 
mission  projects.  Some  people  have  felt  a  special  near- 
ness to  the  work — more  a  part  of  it — if  they  might  sup- 
ply a  particular  need  for  a  missionary  or  a  station — 
something  specifically  or  distinctively  their  own.  For  ex- 
ample, cars,  medical  supplies  for  dispensaries,  C.  R.  I. 
teachers'  salaries  and  a  great  number  of  other  needs — 
some   more   personal — have    been   provided.    As    a   result, 


"project  giving"  has  had  a  splendid  effect  upon  our  peo- 
ple! It  has  increased  our  understanding  and  stimulated 
our  zeal  for  the  entire  missionary  program.  In  this  way 
the  Church  and  individuals  have  promoted  missions  com- 
mendably,  and  we  are  all  grateful  for  the  assistance. 

Programs 

Our  missionary  program  has  now  reached  the  point 
where  a  rather  sizeable  budget  is  necessary  to  sustain  it 
and  to  expand  it.  Countless  expenses,  involved  in  pre- 
paring, sending  and  supporting  missionaries,  as  well  as 
in  maintaining  mission  stations,  schools,  hospitals,  radio 
work  etc.  require  large  sums  of  inoney  at  regular  inter- 
vals. Also,  reasonably  substantial  amounts  must  be  avail- 
able at  all  times  for  emergencies,  such  as  returning  mis- 
sionaries who  are  ill.  Recently  our  page  in  the  Evange- 
list carried  a  list  of  typical  expenditures  for  one  year. 
This  should  give  readers  a  conception  of  regular  ex- 
penses—and these  amounts  must  increase  as  our  work 
grows.  They  are  not  items  that  we  can  or  can  not  supply, 
as  we  like;  they  are  absolute  MUSTS,  if  we  want  mis- 
sions to  live  and  grow. 

Realizing  the  size  of  these  regular  expenditures,  some 
mission-minded  people  are  beginning  to  ask,  "Wouldn't 
it  be  more  helpful  if  we — individually  or  as  groups — 
would  give  to  the  total  mission  program  instead  of  in 
projects,  allowing  the  Board  to  supply  the  missionary's 
needs  as  they  arise?" 

Without  wishing  to  appear  ungracious  or  ungrateful, 
the  Missionary  Board  would  answer  this  question  with 
a  hearty  YES!  Although  the  Board  is  extremely  appre- 
ciative of  the  projects  that  have  been  undertaken  and 
completed  in  the  past,  they  realize  now  that  too  much 
emphasis  on  projects  does  produce  serious  problems. 
Sometimes  those  interested  in  missions  give  only  or  al- 
most exclusively  to  projects,  neglecting  the  basic  mission 
program  which  makes  project-giving  possible  (like  buying 
awnings  or  TV  antenna  for  a  house  that  doesn't  yet 
have  a  foundation  or  walls). 

Sometimes  project-givers  write  to  the  Board  asking 
for  a  project  requiring  about  $100  per  year  for  three  to 
five  years.  Thus'  the  Board  must  look  ahead  for  five  years 
to  what  will  be  needed  then  (a  special  item)  or  else  they 
must  select  some  immediately-needed  item  and  supply  the 
remainder  of  the  cost  themselves,  until  such  time  when 
the  group  can  repay  the  balance.  In  this  way,  from  two 
to  four  years  the  group  will  be  paying  for  an  already- 
completed  project  (not  too  challenging  for  any  group); 
also  the  Board  may  find  itself  involved  rather  deeply — 
to  an  impossible  extent,  perhaps — if  many  groups  make 
such  requests  requiring  advance  payments  on  their  pro- 
jects. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  anticipate  missionary  needs, 
suitable  for  projects,  far  enough  ahead  to  make  them  a 
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Lest   We   Forget 

W.  CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE,   Secretary 
Co-Ordinatlng    Finance   Committee 


THE  1955  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  adopted 
the  report  of  the  Co-ordinating  Finance  Com- 
mittee (see  page  23  in  the  Annual  Number  of 
the  Brethren  Evangelist)  and  thereby  gave  every 
Brethren  Church  and  church  leader  an  approach 
to  a  more  unified  and  coordinated  financial  pro- 
gram. 

The  Co-ordinating  Finance  Committee  and  the 
officers  of  the  General  Conference  sincerely  hope 
that  pastors  and  church  leaders  have  directed 
their  respective  churches  in  giving  consideration 
to  the  five  recommendations  in  the  adopted  re- 
port. 

Twelve  Dollars  Minimum   Standard 

The  recommendation  that  a  minimum  standard 
of  $12.00  per  member  per  year  as  a  goal  of  com- 
bined giving  to  the  major  denominational  agen- 
cies is  certainly  a  minimum,  and  is  within  the 
reach  of  every  church  and  its  membership. 

A  Systematic  Financial   Program   Locally 

Developing  a  systematic  financial  program  in 
every  Brethren  church  would  not  merely  obtain 
money  to  do  all  that  the  church  should  be  doing 
for  Christ,  but  it  would  be  engaging  in  the  busi- 
ness of  growing  Christian  stewards.  It  would  be 
opening  this  door  for  the  practicing  of  Christian 
stewardship  and  for  the  receiving  of  consequent 
blessings  which  God  desires  to  pour  out  upon  His 
children. 

This  recommendation  implies  a  careful  study 
of  the  local  church  program.  It  implies  not  only  a 
study  of  the  needs,  but  a  study  of  the  churches' 
combined  ability  to  give.  The  denominational  pro- 
gram must  be  studied  just  as  thoroughly  with 
every  agency  represented  in  the  financial  pro- 
gram or  budget  along  with  the  items  for  the 
work  of  the  church  locally. 


Every-Member  Enlistment 

Any  program,  regardless  of  its  importance  and 
its  worth,  must  be  sold  to  the  people  if  it  is  to 
become  effective.  The  Lord's  program  as  carried 
on  through  the  church  is  certainly  no  exception. 
Just  as  witnessing  for  Christ  wins  people  to 
Christ,  so  witnessing  for  the  program  of  His 
Church  wins  His  people  to  more  complete  stew- 
ardship. Explaining  the  program  of  the  local 
church  and  its  denomination  to  every  member 
annually,  by  those  local  people  chosen  and  trained 
to  do,  so  helps  each  member  come  face  to  face 
with  what  his  church  is  attempting  to  do  for 
Christ.  If  the  enlistment  is  carried  out  properly, 
it  will  help  every  member  face  the  fact  that  God 
loved  him  enough  to  redeem  him  and  that  God 
wants  him  to  share  the  message  of  salvation 
with  others.  The  enlistment  program  therefore 
brings  the  individual  to  the  point  of  decision  and 
commitment. 

Workshop  On  Church  Finance 

A  workshop  is  planned  as  part  of  the  program 
of  General  Conference.  It  is  hoped  that  many 
delegates  will  sit  in  on  the  workshop  sessions. 

Stewardship  and  Tithing  Sermons 

Informative  and  challenging  sermons  on  stew- 
ardship and  tithing  can  be  most  rewarding.  A 
great  deal  of  instruction  is  needed  along  this  line 
in  our  churches.  Pastors,  refer  to  your  copies  of 
Stewardship  Facts  for  sermon  thoughts.  Other 
books  on  stewardship  are  available  through  the 
Brethren  Publishing  Company  and  through  the 
office  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church. 

Accomplishments  in  this  area  of  our  church 
life  will  exalt  our  Lord  Jesus  and  give  all  of  us 
faith  and  courage  to  do  more  for  Him. 
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In  many  ways  the  Lord  has  been  blessing  the  work  at 
West  Alexandria.  Souls  are  continually  being-  won  to  the 
Lord.  Many  people  are  becoming  active  who  have  not 
been  up  to  now.  Active  in  their  giving  of  both  time  and 
money.  The  folks  are  getting  a  vision  of  what  the  Lord 
will  do  when  a  church  or  an  individual  goes  all  out  for 
HIM. 

One  of  the  things  that  we  are  most  proud  of  in  the 
work  of  the  Church  here  is  our  prayer  service  interest. 
We  teach  that  a  church  that  is  prayer  minded  will  go 
places  and  do  great  things  for  the  Lord.  For  some  time 
now  the  attendance  has  been  growing  upward  to  45  in 
our  Mid-week  service.  The  enclosed  picture  was  taken  a 
few  weeks  ago  when  the  attendance  was  in  the  forties. 


WEST  ALEXANDRIA, 

OHEO 

BRETHREN   CHURCH 

reports  on 

PRAYER  MEETING 

INCREASE 


We  thank  the  Lord  for  this  response  and  for  the  mov- 
ing power  of  His  Spirit.  We  ask  an  interest  in  prayers 
of  the  brotherhood  in  behalf  of  the  West  Alexandria  work, 
that  the  Lord  will  continue  to  use  both  pastor  and  people 
to  His  glory  for  the  salvation  of  souls. 

Again  we  would  remind  other  churches  who  think  they 
cannot  have  a  prayer  service  in  their  church,  that  if  they 
will  believe  God  and  let  the  Spirit  of  God  work  in  their 
midst  and  get  a  i-eal  vision  of  what  the  power  of  prayer 
can  do,  your  church  will  be  well  on  its  way  to  recovery. 


H.  R.  GARLAND,  Pastor. 


News    From    Our 
Churches 


REVIVAL   SERVICES   AT  TIOSA 

Revival  Services  at  the  Tiosa  Brethren  Church  came 
to  an  end  on  Sunday  evening,  April  15th.  The  oppor- 
tunity to  have  had  a  part  in  this  revival  was  a  high- 
light of  our  ministry.  It  was  my  privilege  to  serve  as 
their  pastor  for  fifteen  years  from  1930  to  1946.  To  come 
back  to  Tiosa  was  like  coming  home,  and  the  Brethren 
tried  their  best  to  make  us  feel  that  it  was  really  a 
home   coming. 

The  Church  membership  and  their  pastor.  Rev.  Swihart, 
did  everything  they  could  to  make  this  meeting  a  success. 
Brethren  came  from  College  Corner,  Denver,  Teegai;den 
and  Elkhart.  Members  from  the  churches  of  Argos,  the 
Walnut  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  others  in  this  com- 


munity, not  only  came,  but  brought  special  numbers, 
which  were  appreciated  and  enjoyed  by  all  present.  To 
all  of  those  that  took  a  part  in  this  revival  effort  we 
owe  our  deepest  gratitude. 

Rev.  0.  C.  Lemert. 

H       H       H 

WARSAW,   INDIANA  | 

James  1:22,  "But  be  you  doers  of  the  word,  not  hear- 
ers only  deceiving  your  own  selves."  The  needs  are  great, 
the  opportunities  for  service  plentiful,  so  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year  1956  have  been  busy  ones  for  the 
Christians  who  agree  with  .James. 

Among  the  interesting  programs  promoted  was  a  Gid- 
eon speaker  with  a  message  explaining  their  Bible  giving 
projects,  a  conibread  and  bean  supper  was  given  by  the 
Laymen,  with  Max  Miller  as  speaker,  (sounds  good). 
Rolf  Stolpner  was  speaker  at  both  morning  and  evening 
sei-vices,  Feb.  26th.  This  was  interesting  and  challeng- 
ing to  all  listeners.  Sun*day  morning  March  4,  W.  M.  S. 
Group  1  gave  their  public  service  v»'ith  Mrs.  H.  D.  Hunter, 
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State  President  as  speaker.  In  the  evening,  W.  M.  S. 
Group  2  presented  the  play,  Aunt  Fanny's  Miracle. 
March  the  10th  and  11th,  a  Gospel  Team  from  Ashland 
College  was  with  us.  The  services  conducted  by  this  fine 
group  were  an  inspiration  to  the  entire  church. 

Our  church  joined  with  the  other  churches  in  the  Good 
Friday  services;  also  in  the  Sunrise  Easter  service.  A 
very  nice  Easter  breakfast  was  held  at  our  church.  A 
spring  communion  was  held  March  25th. 

All  organizations,  Junior  Church,  Sunday  School,  Youth 
movements,  including  Signal  Lights  and  Sisterhood,  are 
active.  Regular  attendance,  prayer  and  tithing  are 
stressed.  Rev.  Holsinger  has  found  time  to  make  many 
pastoral  and  sick  calls  with  all  the  many  duties  he  must 
needs  perform,  believing  in  be  ye  "doers." 

But  bread  cast  water 

Brings   its   reward 
There's    always    a    blessing 

In  serving  the  Lord. 

iCorres.  Sec.  Jennie   Bennett,  Warsaw,  Indiana. 


NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA 

On  the  morning  of  Easter  Sunday  we  enjoyed  a  won- 
derful Sunrise  service.  One  hundi-ed  and  twenty-five  gath- 
ered in  the  early  morning  hours  to  worship  our  risen 
Savior.  Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  of  South  Bend,  gave  a  short 
Easter  meditation  which  was  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us. 
Following  the  worship  service,  the  men  served  breakfast 
in  the  church  dining  rooms.  They  are  really  goold  cooks, 
and  it  was  enjoyed  by  all.  There  were  one  hundred  sev- 
enty-eight for  the  morning  worship  service  and  one  hun- 
dred thirty-nine  for  Sunday   School. 

We  are  still  carrying  on  an  improvement  program. 
Since  our  last  report  the  men  have  painted  the  base- 
ment floors  and  the  W.  M.  S.  has  had  an  electric  hot 
water  heater  installed.  We  also  had  a  telephone  installed 
in  the  vestibule  of  the  church.  Anyone  wishing  to  con- 
tact us,  call  42J. 

During  the  week  of  May  21st,  several  people  from 
here  are  going  to  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  to  paint  the 
rooms  in  the  boys'  ./dormitory.  This  is  a  project  that  is 
being  sponsored  by  the  local  Laymen's  organization,  but 
anyone  wishing  to  help  will  be  welcome. 

Mrs.  Ernest  Schrader,  Cor.  Secty. 


MULVANE  REVIVAL 

After  a  strenuous  revival  and  Holy  week  services  at 
Falls  City.  I  took  the  train  to  our  growing  church  at 
Mulvane,  Kansas.  It  was  a  real  inspiration  and  privilege 
to  work  with  brother  Burton  and  his  very  fine  congre- 
gation. Mulvane  is  about  fifteen  miles  south  of  Wichita 
which  is  spreading  all  over  the  country.  A  few  years  ago, 
Wichita  was  one  hundred  sixty-nine  thousand  in  popu- 
lation and  now  it  is  about  three  hundred  thousand.  All 
the  smaller  towns  for  miles  around  it  are  building  up  at 
a  rapid  pace;  that  is  also  true  of  Mulvane. 


It  is  claimed  that  about  half  of  the  farmers  work  part 
time  at  the  Boeing,  Cessna  and  Beech  aircraft  factories 
as  well  as  in  some  of  the  other  industries.  People  are 
flooding  into  this  area  which  makes  it  a  good  place  to 
establish  a  church  or  churches. 

I  stayed  for  two  weeks  with  the  Burtons  and  the  hos- 
pitality was  of  the  best.  It  was  interesting  to  visit  in 
the  homes  of  the  people,  although  it  was  difficult  at 
times  to  remember  which  shift  the  various  people  had  at 
the  factories.  Kansas  cooking  is  of  the  best  and  the  peo- 
ple very  graciously  had  us  for  meals  when  it  was  pos- 
sible. 

The  general  attendance  during  the  week  was  fair;  quite 
a  few  were  unable  to  attend  because  of  working  condi- 
tions. The  church  was  full  on  Sunday  mornings  and  the 
Sunday  evening  crowds  were  fine.  The  Mulvane  people 
love  the  word.  They  carry  their  Bibles,  give  testimonies, 
and  are  very  responsive  in  offering  prayer.  It  was  indeed 
refreshing  to  fellowship  with  them.  They  love  to  sing 
and  while  I  was  with  them  we  organized  an  instrumental 
quartet  made  up  of  two  Saxophones,  a  trumpet  and  a 
baritone  horn.  There  were  vocal  or  instrumental  specials 
at  all  services. 

Brother  Burton  led  the  congregational  singing  with 
gusto  and  the  response  of  the  people  was  splendid.  There 
were  special  nights  which  created  some  interest.  On  fam- 
ily night  the  Walter  Pray  family  was  present  with  ten 
and  another  family  with  nine — eight  and  seven  children 
respectively.  The  church  is  full  of  young  people;  about 
half  of  the  congregation  each  service  was  children  and 
young  people.  This  indicates  a  great  future  for  this 
church. 

The  Holy  -Spirit  worked  in  the  meetings;  the  response 
was  wonderful.  People  came  seeking;  many  with  tears  in 
their  eyes.  All  through  the  two  weeks  they  came;  some 
for  consecration,  some  for  salvation,  and  many  for  full 
time  service  for  the  Lord.  On  the  last  night  seventeen 
came  forward  for  various  purposes;  many  were  young 
people.  It  was  thrilling  to  witness  the  moving  of  the 
Spirit.  Brother  Burton  will  give  the  numerical  results. 

On  Monday  I  conducted  the  communion  service.  It  was 
a  marvelous  fellowship  with  some  of  the  new  converts 
present.  I  was  so  happy  to  be  able  to  stay  over  to  be  in 
this  service.  Great  things  can  be  expected  from  this  con- 
gregation. The  leadership  of  the  pastor  has  led  them 
on  from  strength  to  strength. 

This  church  was  originally  out  in  the  country;  it  grad- 
ually went  down  until  it  was  closed  for  five  years.  Under 
the  leadership  of  Rev.  Wilbur  Thomas  it  was  decided  to 
move  it  into  Mulvane.  The  parsonage  in  the  country  was 
sold  and  with  this  money  and  help  from  the  Mission 
Board  the  church  was  moved.  It  was  split  in  the  middle, 
both  sides  moved  out  and  a  fourteen  foot  section  inserted 
in  the  middle  the  entire  length  of  the  church.  There  was 
a  face  lifting,  beautiful  furniture,  a  very  fine  basement 
put  under  the  building  making  a  very  fine  church  struc- 
ture. A  parsonage  was  bought  and  the  congregation  is 
reducing  the  indebtedness  fairly  rapidly.  It  still  receives 
some  help  from  the  Mission  Board.  This  is  a  church  which 
should  give  a  good  account  of  itself  and  of  the  Lord  in 
this  very   progressive   area. 

I  want  to  thank  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Burton  for  their  splen- 
did hospitality.  They  did  everything  possible  to  make  me 
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feel  at  home  and  they  surely  succeeded.  The  people  also 
treated  me  royally.  May  God  continue  to  bless  this 
church    in    effective    service    for    Him. 

J.   Milton  Bowman. 


MULVANE,    KANSAS 

The  Mulvane  Brethren  Church  has  just  passed  through 
'A  season  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord," 
as  the  result  of  a  two  weeks  revival  meeting  conducted 
by  brother  J.  Milton  Bowman  of  Falls  City,  Neb. 
'  Brother  Bowman  preached  uplifting,  heart  warming 
Gospel  messages  from  night  to  night  which  was  very 
much  appreciated  by  all  who  heard  him.  One  of  the  out- 
standing features  of  the  meeting,  was  the  large  percent- 
age of  young  people  and  boys  and  girls  who  came  to  the 
services  each  evening.  This  resulted  in  five  confessing 
Christ  and  receiving  Christian  baptism.  Two  others  con- 
fessed Christ  and  await  the  rite  of  baptism.  About  35 
others  came  to  the  altar  of  prayer  for  rededication  and 
a  closer  walk  with  God,  while  several  young  people  came 
to  the  altar  for  consecration  and  life-time  service  for  the 
Lord. 

On  Monday  evening,  following  the  revival.  Brother 
Bowman  remained  with  us  and  conducted  the  communion 
service.  This  was  a  blessed  experience  for  all  who  at- 
tended. 

Pray  for  the  work  here  at  Mulvane.  We  feel  very  much 
alone  at  times.  No  Brethren  churches  near  by.  No  Breth- 
ren delegations  to  attend  our  revivals,  and  none  move  in 
to  add  to  our  membership  as  most  denominations  here 
enjoy.  Therefore,  those  who  join  us,  except  the  members 
children,  come  into  our  fellowship  from  other  churches. 
But  despite  this  handicap,  and  losing  a  few  families  by 
removal,  there  is  a  gradual  gain  in  attendance  at  all  ser- 
vices and  in  church  membership.  Prior  to  the  revival, 
three  had  been  received  by  baptism  since  the  first  of  the 
year,  of  which  two  are  husband  and  wife. 

We  enjoyed  very  much  the  delightful  fellowship  of 
brother  Bowman  in  our  home  during  the  revival.  We 
thank  the  membership  for  the  splendid  meals  given  us 
in  their  homes,  and  restaurant.  The  Brethren  here  en- 
joyed the  fine  fellowship  and  sermons  of  our  brother  very 
much,  and  our  prayers  go  to  God  for  him  and  family 
in  their  splendid  work   at   Falls   City.. 

J.  F.  Burton. 


MEETINGS   AT   CANTON,    OHIO 

It  was  a  real  Blessing  to  spend  March  4  through 
March  11  at  the  Trinity  Brethren  Church,  in  Canton, 
Ohio,  in  a  series  of  Eevival  Services.  The  Church  was 
well  prepared  for  the  Evangelistic  efforts  and  souls  were 
won  to  the  Lord.  My  home  while  there  was  with  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Keplinger.  It  was  a  real  joy  to  work  with  these  fine 
young  people  of  the  Brethren  Ministry,  and  I  was  cer- 
tainly a  royal   guest  in  their  home. 

The    Services    were    well    attended,    and    many    visitors 


from  neighboring  Churches  attended  at  various  times. 
Brother  L.  V.  King,  and  others  from  Louisville,  folks 
from  Akron,  Ohio,  North  Georgetown,  etc.,  were  kind  in 
attending.  We  appreciated  immensely  the  fellowship  and 
friendship  of  the  many  homes  in  which  we  were  enter- 
tained. 

As  always  is  the  case,  the  burden  of  carrying  on  the 
services  falls  upon  the  loyal  folks  who  do  the  work  of  the 
Church.  This  group  was  very  wonderful,  with  a  goodly 
number  attending  every  service.  We  were  very  conscious 
of  the  Lord's  leading  in  our  work  with  the  folks  here 
and  pray  that  God  may  continue  to  bless  and  use  them 
mightily  for  His  glory. 

Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins. 


to  met 


PORTE.  Mrs.  Clara  F.  Porte,  Sergeants  ille,  N.  J., 
90  year  old  widow  of  Elder  John  W.  Porte,  died  Feb. 
2nd.  Was  lifelong  resident  of  Sergeantsville  a  member 
of  the  Sergeantsville  Brethren  Church,  Charter  member 
of  the  W.  M.  S.rf  and  a  S.  S.  teacher.  Survived  bjy  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Lillian  Bernheisel  and  Mrs.  Emmiert  R. 
Wilson;  two  sons,  Elder  Dr.  Robert  F.  Porte,  of  Warsaw, 
Ind.,  and  William;  8  grandchildren  and  17  ^^ireat  grand- 
children. Services  held  on  Feb.  6th,  Rev.  George  i  Lind- 
burg  of  the  Brethren  Church  officiating.  Burial,  Prospect 
Hill   Cemetery,    Flemington,   N.   J. 

*  *     « 

SYLVESTER.  Mrs.  Anna  Sylvester,  82,  died  MarL  23r^, 
Lambertville,  N.  J.  Charter  member  of  Sergear  tsville 
Brethren  Church.  Husband,  John  G.,  preceded  her  in 
death.  Survived  by  one  daughter  and  one  son.  Funeral 
services  conducted  by  Rev.  George  Lindburg  of  the  Ser- 
geantsville Brethren  Church.  Burial,  Sandy  Ridge  Ceme- 
tery. 

•  *     • 

BAER.  Charles  Peter  Baer  went  home  to  be  with  God, 
March  7th  at  the  age  of  80  years.  Had  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Main  Street  Brethren  Church,  Meyersdale, 
Penna.,  for  58  years,  and  was  serving  aa  trustee  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Survived  by  one  son,  three  daughters 
and  one  grandson.  Services  conducted  by  his  pastor;  in- 
terment, Berlin  lOOF  cemetery. 

Horace  Huse,  Pastor. 


STAUB.  Harry  T.  Staub,  faithful  member  of  the  Main 
Street  Brethren  Church,  Meyersdale,  Penna.,  for  33  years, 
was  called  home  by  his  heavenly  Father,  April  15th,  after 
a  lingering  illness.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  ^serv- 
ing his  church  in  the  capacity  of  treasurer.  Survived  by 
his  wife,  one  son,  four  daughters,  nine  grandchildren  and 
three  great-grandchildren.  Services  conducted  by  his  pas- 
tor; interment,  Meyersdale  Union  cemetery. 

Horace  Huse,  Pastor. 
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Vrayer  ffleeting 
Studies 

IBy  G.  T.  §ilmer 


SHUT  IN 


Shut   in,   God   knows   why, 

That  days  and  weeks  and  months  pass  by, 

And  still  shut  in. 

The  busy  rush  of  life  goes  on. 

The  new  year  conies,  the  old  year's  gone — 

And  still  shut  in. 

Shut  in,  and  there  still  comes  a  love 
And  peace  and  joy  down  from  above 
While  thus  shut  in. 

Shut  in,  so  may  it  be 

Until  the  hour  He'll  say  to   me; 

"It  is  enough!   Go  forth  to   sei'N'a 

With  all  thy  might. 

In  earthly  ways  or  fields  of  light. 

No  more  shut  in." 

— Author  Unknown. 

TIE  GREATLY  AFFLICTED  JOB  said  that  God  knew 
that  he  was  passing  through  deep  waters  (Job  23:10). 
Job  expected  to  profit  greatly  by  his  suffei'ings  (Job  23: 
10).  If  we  belong  to  God,  we  can  rest  assured  that  He 
has  not  forgotten  us  (2  Tim.  2:19).  He  has  promised  to 
stand  by  us  through  sickness  and  trials  (Isaiah  41:10). 
He  knows  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of  temptation 
or  trial  (2  Peter  2:9).  He  has  numbered  our  days,  and 
He  knows  the  why  of  our  circumstances  (Psalm  37:18). 
We  are  told  to  cast  "ALL"  our  care  upon  Him,  and  He 
will  do|  the  caring  (1  Peter  5:7).  Let  us  not  be  fearful; 
let  us  have  faith  (Matt.  8:26).  "ALL  THINGS  work  to- 
gether" for  our  good  (Rom.  8:28).  How  would  we  ever 
know  God's  comfort  without  the  need  for  the  same  (Matt. 
11:28,  29)?  Let  us  take  His  Word  in  faith  lest  His  pur- 
poses in  grace  be  rendered  void   (Heb.  4:2). 

"There  is  a  life  deep  hid  in  God 

Where  all  is  calm  and  still 

Where   listening   to   His   Holy   Word 

One   learns   to   trust — until 

All  anxious  care  is  put  away 

And    there    is    peace    profound,    always: 

Grant  us  Thy  peace,  O  God!" 

God  has  promised  to  be  with  His  people  (Gen.  26:3; 
Ex.  3:12);  Matt.  28:20).  His  all-seeing  eye  beholds  our 
afflictions  (Gen.  29:32);  Ex.  3:7-10).  He  remembers  His 
people  in  time  of  trouble  (Psalm  34:17-19;  1  Cor.l0:13; 
2  Peter  2:9).  He  will  not  forsake  His  people  (Psalm  37: 
25-28;  Heb.  13:5).  He  promises  deliverance  in  time  of 
trouble    (1   Sam.  2:9,  10;  Job  5:19-22;   Psalm  91:9-16). 

God  has  a  peculiar  manner  of  help  (Deut  32:39;  1 
Sam.  2:6-8;  Job  5:17,  18).  He  has  wonderfully  delivered 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 

(Dan.  3:26-29;  6:18-22;  2  Tim.  3:10,  11).  He  has  not  left 
us  without  equipment  for  resisting  our  adversary  (1 
Sam.  17:45,  46,  50;  2  Cor.  10:4,  5).  Satan's  power  is  lim- 
ited (Job  1:12;  Matt.  8:30-32).  God  sanctifies  our  trials 
(Matt.  5:10-12;  Rom.  8:28).  He  assures  us  of  success 
Exod.  3:10-12;  Acts  9:13-16).  We  are  to  comfort  one  an- 
other in  life's  trials  (1  Thess.  4:18). 

"Sparrow,  He  guardeth  thee; 
Never  a  flight  but  thy  wings  He  upholdeth; 
Never  a  night  but  thy  nest  He  enfoldeth; 
Safely  He  guardeth  thee. 

"Lily,  He  robeth  thee; 

Though  thou  must  fade,  by  the  summer  bemoaned, 
Thou  art  arrayed  fair  as  monarch  enthroned; 
Spotless  He  robeth  thee. 

"Hear,  thou  of  little  faith; 
Sparrow  and  lily  are  soulless  and  dying; 
Deathless  art  thou;  will  He  slight  thy  faint  crying? 
Trust,  thou  of  little  faith!" 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  May  20,   1956 

THE  CHURCH  IN  ANTIOCH 

Lesson:  Acts  11:19-30 

"IT'S  AN  ILL  WIND  that  blows  no  good,"  is  a  com- 
mon expression  heard  in  the  world.  They  who  repeat 
it  mean  that  even  an  act  of  misfortune  can  be  of  some 
value  to  the  one  so  involved.  Christians  have  a  much 
better  axiom — better  because  it  is  found  in  the  Bible  and 
backed  by  God.  It  is  this:  "All  things  work  together  for 
good  to  them  that  love  God"  (Rom.  8:28).  These  are  not 
idle  words.  Christians  have  found  that  God  means  what 
He  says! 

We  stated  several  weeks  ago  in  one  of  the  lessons  that 
God  had  to  permit  persecution  to  come  upon  the  early 
Church  before  she  would  obey  Him  and  become  a  wit- 
nessing Church.  In  today's  lesson  we  see  what  resulted 
from  the  scattering  of  the  disciples. 

"Now  they  which  were  scattered  abroad  upon  the  per- 
secution that  arose  about  Stephen  travelled  as  far  as 
Phenice,  and  Cyprus,  and  Antioch,  preaching  the  word 
to  none  but  unto  the  Jews  only"  (Acts  11:19).  Not  only 
did  the  Gospel  reach  the  Jews.  Some  of  the  disciples,  men 
originally  from  Cyprus  and  Cyrene,  went  to  the  Gentile 
city  of  Antioch  and  preached  unto  the  Greeks.  "And  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  was  with  them:  and  a  great  ntunber 
believed,  and  turned  unto  the  Lord." 

God  has  chosen  us  to  be  His  witnesses.  Our  duty,  there- 
fore, is  to  witness.  When  we  do  our  part  and  witness, 
God  will  do  His  part  and  give  fruit  for  our  labors.  "He 
that    goeth    forth    and    weepeth,    bearing    precious    seed, 
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shall   doubtless    come    again   with  rejoicing,   bringing   his 
sheaves  with  him"  (Psalm  126:6). 

News  of  what  had  happened  in  Antioch  among  the  Gen- 
tiles soon  reached  the  Jewish  Church  at  Jerusalem.  Bar- 
nabas immediately  set  out  for  Antioch  that  he  might 
bring  back  a  first-hand  report.  Barnabas,  "when  he  came, 
and  had  seen  the  grace  of  God,  was  glad,  and  exhorted 
them  all,  that  with  purpose  of  heart  they  would  cleave 
unto   the   Lord." 

It  was  evident  to  Barnabas,  who  "was  a  good  man,  and 
full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith,"  that  God  had  per- 
formed a  genuine  work  of  grace  among  the  people  at 
Antioch,  even  though  they  were  Gentiles.  With  Peter  he 
was  forced  to  admit  that  indeed  "God  is  no  respecter  of 
persons."  How  glad  we  ought  to  be  that  this  is  so!  Rich 
or  poor,  lord  or  peasant,  young  or  old,  white  or  black — 
all  have  equal  opportunity  to  accept  God's  gift  of  salva- 
tion ! 

Further  evidence  of  the  genuineness  of  God's  work  in 
the  lives  of  the  Christians  at  Antioch  came  to  light  a 
short  time  later.  A  famine  broke  out  in  Jerusalem.  "Then 
the  disciples  (at  Antioch),  every  man  according  to  his 
ability,  determined  to  send  relief  unto  the  brethren  which 
dwelt  in  Judea:  Which  also  they  did,  and  sent  it  to  the 
elders  by  the  hands  of  Barnabas  and  Saul." 

God  is  primarily  interested  in  our  hearts,  not  our  gifts. 
However,  it  has  always  been  true  that  a  willingness  to 
share  with  those  in  need,  or  with  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
is  evidence  of  the  true  condition  of  the  heart!  In  other 
words,  a  man's  heart-strings,  and  purse-strings,  are  tied 
together! 

The  Jewish  Christians  at  Jerusalem  had  been  very  re- 
luctant to  share  the  Gospel  with  the  Gentiles.  And  yet 
when  the  Gentiles  at  Antioch  heard  the  Gospel,  and  em- 
braced its  truths,  they  immediately  wanted  to  share  their 
worldly  goods  with  their  less  fortunate  Jewish  Christian 
brethren  in  Jerusalem! 

"We  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life, 
because  we  love  the  brethren"  (I  John  3:14). 
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MISS    MIRIAM    M.    BIRD 

elected  President  of  the 

East-Central  District  Alumni 

Association  of  Ashland  College 

THE  EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT  Alumni  Association 
of  Ashland  College  held  their  annual  banquet  the 
evening  of  April  27th  in  the  Vinco  Brethren  Fellowship 
House.  Speaker  of  the  evening  was  Dr.  Joseph  Shultz, 
Field  Representative  of  the  National  Sunday  School  As- 
sociation of  the  Brethren  Church.  Mrs.  Shultz  rendered 
several  piano  solos  for  the  program.  Vocal  soloists  were 
Miss  Ruby  Holsopple  and  Miss  Shirley  Stennet,  both  of 
Vinco.  The  dinner  was  served  by  the  Vinco  W.  M.  S. 

Officers  elected  for  the  year  are:  President,  Miss  Mir- 
iam M.  Bird,  Meyersdale;  Vice-President,  Rev.  W.  B. 
Brant,  Vinco;  Secretary,  Rev.  E.  M.  Keck,  Jones  Mills; 
and  Treasurer,  Miss  Lucetta  Hibbs,  Pittsburgh. 


MISSIONARY  DEPARTMENT 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

several-year  undertaking.  It  is  equally  difficult  to  sug- 
gest many  short-term  projects  costing  just  the  amount 
each   group  can  afford   to   spend. 

Progress 

If  our  interested  individuals,  classes,  W.  M.  S.  groups 
etc.  will  feel  sufficiently  close  to  our  mission  work  anc 
confident  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Board  to  promise,  "We 
will  give  $50,  $100,  $250— or  any  amount  they  wish— to 
the  regular  missionary  program,  as  our  project,"  then 
the  Board  will  be  able  to  furnish  the  absolute  necessities 
first  and  proceed  to  the  other  items  as  funds  allov.  The 
real  needs  will  be  met  at  the  time  they  are     f.ential. 

Let's  study  and  pray  for  an  understanding     2  c  r   f  n- 
tire   missionary  program   needs.   The   Boar'^   i    ..~t  si  pi  l> 
salaries,     transportation,     living    quarters,     rx\e  Jica^    foef 
etc.  before  they  can  provide  cars  and  other  items  siightl 
less  essential;  but  with  sufficient  support  to    he  oiv^r  a) 
program,   they   will   furnish    all    wanted  items — es&eitaL 
and   non-essentials. 

If  you  would  like  to  provide  a  definite  amc  it 'to  the 
work,  why  not  say,  "We  will  give  (state  the  aiho  mt) 
to  the  total  program?"  Such  an  attitude  on  th"  part  c' 
many  will  spell  for  our  missionary  work  one  wr>  d: 
PROGRESS. 

*Emphasis  on  advancement  from  project-givinj,  to  sup- 
port of  the  total  program  should  not  be  inter  .retc  J  to 
include  the  National  W.  M.  S.  projects,  such  as  the  Ar 
gentine  headquarters  and  residence  buildings  or  the  H  gi 
buildings.  These  huge  projects  are  actually  a  part  lo?"  our 
basic  missionary  program.  We  sincerely  hope  the'^  k-  .- 
thy  undertakings— in  harmony  with  Board  planni/g-  -^!1 
continue. 

SEEING  NIGERIA  with  Dorris  Blough     ] 
The  Doctor's  Day  j 

(Continued  from   last  week)  1 

The  evening  may  or  may  not  be  quiet.  Sometimjes  he 
is  not  called  out;  other  times  he  spends  most  of  th^  eve- 
ning at  the  hospital.  However,  he  gets  very  few  inight 
calls;   so  usually  does  get  a  good  night's  sleep.        j 

Sunday  morning  there  are  no  prayers  at  the  hoshital; 
some  sleep  in  as  late  as  the  children  will  let  ur,.  If  it 
is  not  his  Sunday  on  call,  he  is  supposed  to  be  uninter- 
rupted. However,  he  usually  has  a  call  or  two  that  the 
nurses  are  not  able  to  care  for. 

A  doctor  anywhere  is  extremely  busy.  As  the  docpr's 
wife,  I  feel  there  are  definite  advantages  to  bein^  in 
Africa.  I  can  watch  surgery  whenever  I  want  to  (if  so^n  e- 
one  is  with  the  children).  I  know  about  each  case,  lanl 
I  find  that  most  interesting.  I 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  makling 
an  ill  person  feel  better,  but  rather  that  of  giving  fife 
to  a  person  who  otherwise  would  surely  have  died.  That 
one  fact  makes  up  for  many  weary  hours.  That  is  the 
mission  doctor's  "time  and  a  half  pay  for  overtime.'^'- 
From  the  Gosepel  Messenger 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Ss-ogsdill,  Director 

The  following  topic  was  presented  by  Shirley  Graf, 
student  of  Ashland  Coliege,  to  the  Sunday  evening  Col- 
lege jYouth    Fellowship    during    the    basketball    season. 

j  THE  GAME  OF  LIFE 

TONIGHT  I  would  like  to  compare  the  game  of  bas- 
ketball to  the  game  of  life.  The  clock  shows  it  is 
just  about  time  for  the  game  to  begin.  But  first  the 
coacW  is  calling  the  players  aside  and  making  certain 
they  nil  understand  the  boundary  lines  because  so  often 
they  jforget.  Really  this  seems  a  little  silly  since  any  one 
can  pflainly  see  these;  they  are  wde,  black  lines  contrast- 
ing vfith  the  light  colored  floor,  if  the  players  will  only 
pay  attention.  We  are  traveling  at  such  a  high  speed 
that  before  we  know  it  the  lines  loom  up  before  us  and 
it  is  too  late  to  stop,  and  then  we  go  out  of  bounds.  The 
coach  is  also  making  certain  that  the  players  know 
which  basket  is  theirs;  although  there  are  two  identical 
baskets  it  makes  a  difference  which  one  we  are  aiming 
for.  Just  as  a  player  looks  silly  when  he  shoots  at  the 
wrong  basket,  so  do  we  in  the  game  of  life.  One  basket 
is  for  the  White  team,  the  other  for  the  Black  team.  We 
need  to  be  sure  we  are  aiming  right.  The  bankboards  and 
baskets  are  above  our  heads,  but  with  careful  practice 
and  ^im  in  the  right  direction  we  can  be  successful. 

The  black  team  furnishes  very  stiff  competition  in  the 
world  today  and  it  is  going  to  take  teamwork  to  defeat 
them.  We  may  not  be  the  star  player  that  the  crowd  is 
praising,  but  God  has  given  each  of  us  a  position  to 
play,  and  unless  we  do  our  part  there  will  be  a  weak 
spot  in  our  team's  defense. 

God  is  our  referee  in  this  game.  I  once  heard  a  referee 
say  he  never  made  a  mistake  in  his  calls  because  he 
callejl  them  all  just  as  he  saw  them.  So  it  is  wth  God. 
There  is  no  mistake  because  he  sees  every  move  we 
mak^.  We  may  fool  ourselves  and  our  friends  but  there 
is  np  by-passing  the  judgment  of  God.  Everything  is 
recoj-ded  in  the  score  book.  We  need  to  remember  God 
nevep-  has  and  never  will  make  a  mistake. 

Tie  whistle  has  sounded  and  the  game  will  start  with 
a  ji^iip  from  the  center.  If  the  white  team  is  to  get  the 
ball!  we  must  jump  high.  If  we  have  taken  advantage 
of  jhe  opportunities  we  have  had  in  practice  it  \vill  not 
be  |too  difficult  to  out-jump  our  competitors.  We  have 
practiced  jumping  and  therefore  the  ball  goes  into  the 
po^ession  of  the  White  team.  All  goes  well  and  we  take 
th^  ball  down  the  floor.  But  the  referee  blew  his  whistle. 
\Vlfat  could  that  be  for?  His  call  is,  "One  of  the  players 
of. the  White  team  has  been  in  the  kevhole  of  sin  for 
m(^re  than  the  allowed  time.  It  is  so  easy  to  forget  some 
of,  the  rules  when  we  are  playing.  We  start  to  do  little 
th|.ngs  and  they  led  to  bigger  things  and  God  has  to 
bli.w  his  whistle  to  make  us  stop  and  think.  As  a  team 
irJ  playing  basketball  needs  to  take  time  out  once  in  a 
vy^ile  so  do  we  in  the  game  of  life.  We  must  put  aside 
^^.me  to  study  the  rule  book  which  is  the  Bible,  and  also 


pray  for  his  help  in  our  work  and  play  from  day  to 
day. 

As  we  are  nearing  the  end  of  the  game  how  does  the 
score  book  look?  We  find  the  White  team  has  made  a 
lot  of  fouls.  They  have  been  called  for  gossiping,  judg- 
ing and  condemning  others,  having  a  holier-than-thou  at- 
titude, going  along  with  the  crowd,  and  failing  to  witness. 

In  the  game  of  life  we  cannot  lag  behind.  The  oppor- 
tunities we  have  failed  to  take  advantage  of  today  are 
gone  forever.  There  may  be  a  chance  to  make  up  for 
some  of  them,  but  then  again,  there  may  not  be  another 
chance. 

I  wonder  if  maybe  some  of  us  are  guilty  of  stalling. 
Are  we  putting  off  accepting  Christ  or  of  consecrating 
our  lives  to  him  because  of  what  the  crowed  might  say? 
We  can't  continue  to  rim  in  and  out  of  the  boundary  lines 
and  get  away  with  it.  God  can  and  wall  make  such  a 
difference  in  our  lives  if  we  will  only  put  our  trust  in 
him. 


COMING  EVENTS 


BRYAN,  OHIO.  Dedication  of  New  Addition  and  re- 
dedication  of  the  whole  church  building — Sunday,  May 
20th,  2:30  P.  M.  (EST)— General  invitation  to  the  Broth- 
erhood to  attend  is  given.  Rev.  Alvin  H.  Grumbling,  Pas- 
tor. 


The  Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen  will  be 
host  to  the  Northern  Indiana  District  in  a  joint 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Brethren  Church  in 
North  Manchester,  Indiana,  Monday  Evening, 
May  21st,  1956. 

We  especially  urge  a  good  attendance  from  all 
churches.  A  number  of  churches  are  becoming 
very  lax  in  their  Layman's  Organization,  so 
please  come  and  enjoy  a  good  time  and  receive 
a  real  blessing.  A  fine  program  will  be  in  store 
for  you. 

Supper  hour  6:00  to  7:30  prevailing  time. 
Please  send  reservations  to  the  North  Manches- 
ter church.  Please. 

C.  E.  Keplinger,  Sec'y. 

NORTHEASTERN  OHIO  DISTRICT 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  RALLY 

Firestone  Park  Brethren — Akron,  Ohio 

Sunday,  May  27th 

Registration— 2:00-2:30  D.  S.  T. 

Rev.  Elmer  Brumbaugh,  Juvenile  Delinquent 
Youth  Counsellor  for  Summit  County,  afternoon 
and  evening  speaker. 
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by   Helen  Jordan 

TS  YOUR  LIFE  A  -LIFE  of  DO's  or  DON'TS  ?  Many 
times  we  are  faced  with  decisions  of  whether  or  not 
it  is  right  to  do  a  certain  thing  or  go  to  a  certain  place. 
Sometimes  we  don't  give  our  actions  much  thought.  We 
just  participate  in  activities  because  our  friends  do  so, 
or  we  have  fallen  into  the  rut  of  going  along  with  the 
crowd.  Are  we  inclined  to  weigh  our  actions  against  the 
effect  they  will  have   on  others  ? 

The  problem  of  what  to  do  and  what  not  to  do  as  a 
Christian,  if  it  can  be  called  a  problem,  certainly  arises 
from  our  personal  ideals  or  motives.  If  our  ideals  and 
motives  are  based  on  the  Word  of  God,  then  our  activi- 
ties will  be  the  results  of  our  discovery  of  His  will  for 
our  lives.  We  will  be  concerned  about  the  influence  we 
exert  upon  others.  As  St.  Paul  said  in  I  Cor.  8:13,  "If 
meat  makes  my  brother  to  offend,  I  will  eat  no  flesh." 

The  Christian  life  should  be  a  positive  way  of  living. 
Jesus  did  not  add  more  laws  to  the  early  disciples'  al- 
req)dy  long  list  of  THOU  SHALT  NOT'S.  He  spoke  to 
them  of  the  happiness  they  would  experience  if  they  were 
meek,  merciful,  peacemakers,  pure  in  heart,  poor  in  spirit 
and  seekers  after  the  truth.  He  lifted  up  the  fallen,  ate 
with  sinners  and  forgave  them.  In  order  to  bring  salva- 
tion to  the  Samaritan  woman  He  had  said  that  He  must 
needs  go  through  Samaria.  John  4:4.  He  helped  those 
who  needed  help,  fed  the  hungry  and  talked  about  how  to 
get  along  with  their  neighbors.  He  offered  to  take  away 
burdens  which  they  were  unable   to  carry  themselves. 

When  our  lives  are  being  lived  for  Christ,  we  too  will 
want  to  have  a  positive  outlook  as  He  did.  Our  time  will 
be  taken  up  with  those  activities  which  neqld  to  be  done. 
Do  we  have  time  to  prepare  a  Sunday  School  lesson  so 
that  it  will  be  interesting  and  appealing  to  the  class?  Do 
we  have  time  to  serve  on  a  committee  in  the  Missionary 
Society  if  it  takes  several  evenings  of  our  time?  Do  we 
have  time  to  sing  in  the  Choir?  It  takes  practice  and  re- 
quires regular  attendance  at  the  worship  services.  Do 
we  have  time  to  go  to  prayer  meeting  and  fellowship 
with  other  Christians  ? 

When  we  accept  the  salvation  Christ  died  to  provide 
for  us,  He  sets  us  apart  from  the  world.  He  commissions 
us  to  witness  for  Him.  Then  our  activities,  like  the  many 
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pieces  of  a  puzzle,  will  fit  together  to  make  a  be  rjtiful 
picture.  We  will  be  DOING  things,  not  cohcen  1  i}-  •■ 
the  things  we  DON'T  do.  j 

Miss  Ida  S.  Kimmel, 

Berlin,  Pi. 


SERVBCES  FOR  THE  LATF 
ELDER  WILLIS  E.  RONK 

Funeral  services  for  Brother  Willis  E.  Ronk,  of  Ash- 
land, Ohio,  were  held  in  the  Park  Street  Brethren  C  lUrch, 
Ashland,  on  Friday  morning,  April  27th,  at  9:30  o'clock. 
Organ  music  was  given  by  Mrs.  Phil  Lersch.  A  Sc  iet  of 
seminary  and  pre-seminary  young  men  sang  t  /o  num- 
bers, "Blessed  Assurance,  Jesus  is  Mine,"  ano  ''My  God 
and  I."  Rev.  Clarence  Fairbanks,  pastor  of  chf  Park 
Street  Church,  read  appropriate  scriptures  and  led  in 
prayer.  The  message  of  the  hour  was  given  by 
Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora,  of  Ashland  Theologicai  ■>em- 
inary.  Members  of  the  Faculty  of  Ashland  ?  jege 
and  Seminary  assisted  with  the  flowers.  The  abo\  men- 
tioned sextette  served  also  as  pallbearers.  Imm  .llately 
following  the  service,  the  family  left  for  Goshen,  Indiana. 

Brother  E.  M.  Riddle  furnishes  us  with  the  following 
concerning  the  service  at  Goshen: 

"The  people  arrived  here  within  iifteen  minuio;  of  the 
time  for  the  service  at  3:30  P.  M.,  in  the  B  '^hren 
Church,  Goshen. 

"A  duet  was  used,  "Blessed  Assurance,"  with  scripture 
excerpts  read  by  Rev.  Spencer  Gentle,  past  r  x  the 
Goshen  Church,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  "»'  -gil 
Meyer,  of  Nappanee.  The  short  message  was  del:  v''-;red 
by  Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  of  New  Paris. 

"Most  of  the  Brethren  ministers  and  their  wive  ,  of 
Indiana,  were  present  in  a  group.  They  stood  :it  each 
side  of  the  exit  of  the  church,  whil©  the  casket  a.ad  rel- 
atives left  the  church.  That  which  is  earthy  was  left  in 
a  beautiful  spot  under  the  trees  at  the  south  edge  of  the 
city  of  Goshen." 
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ALEXANDER  MACK  the  Tunker  and  Descendants 
by  Freeman  Ankrum 

ALEXANDER  MACK    THE  TUNKER  AND  DESCENDANTS  is  a  histor- 
ical genealogy  of  a  man  and  a  people  who  have  done  more  to  shape  the 
moral  and  spiritual  life  of  America  than  perhaps  any  other  people. 

It  lists  over  3,000  descendants,  covering  a  period  from  1679  to  1943,  two 
hundred  and  sixty- four  years. 

It  is  also  a  history  nf  the  churches  that  look  to  Alexander  Mack  as 
founder.  > 

It  is  fact,  not  fiction. 

The  book  wasj  written  by  Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum,  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Alexander  Mack;  Church  History  Departmental  Editor  of  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist, and  Pastor  of  the  Brethren  Church,  St.  James,  Maryland. 

ILLUSTRATED.  Contains  rare  illustrations  and  photographs  and  hitherto 
unpublished  material.  Many  of  the  photographs  were  taken  by  the  Author. 

Price  is  $2.75,  plus  25c  postage,  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company, 
Ashland,  Ohio. 
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EGERMEIER'S  BIBLE  STORY  BOOK 

EJgermeier's  Bible  Story  Book  has  stood  the  test  of  time!  Over  one  million 
copies  of  previous  editions  have  been  sold.  Now  we  present  a  new  revision,  which 
retaii^s  all  the  old    popular    quality    of    Egermeier's,    yet    is    improved    in    many       | 
important  ways. 

A  new  kind  of  adventure  and  reading  thrill  awaits  your  youngsters  when 
they  read  Egermeier's.  It  will  be  their  favorite  book! 

Standard  Edition:     640  pages:  $3.95 
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Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


MAURERTOWN,  VIRGINIA.  A  highly  successful  Dis- 
trict Youth  Rally  held  the  evening  of  May  4th,  in  the 
Maurertown  Church,  is  reported  by  Brother  J.  R.  Shultz, 
speaker  of  the  evening.  The  rally  was  promoted  by  the 
Lockes  and  the  Klingensmiths.  The  coming  District  youth 
camp  was  promoted.  Skits,  and  special  music  from  each 
of  the  churches  were  presented.  A  bus  load  of  young 
people  from  the  St.  James  Church  and  a  bus  load  from 
the  Hagerstown  Church,  plus  good  representation  from 
the  other  district  churches,  accounted  for  the  excellent 
attendance  of  approximately  185, 

ST,  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  Mother-Daughter  ban- 
quet was  held  the  evening  of  May  8th  in  the  church. 

Brother  Freeman  Ankrum  was  the  speaker  at  the  Brook 
Lane  farm  at  their  chapel  service  on  May  1st. 

SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  The  W.  M.  S.  public  service 
was  held  the  morning  of  April  15th,  with  Mrs.  Helen 
Vanator  as  the  speaker  of  the  hour. 

Arthur  Brenton,  secretary  of  the  Sarasota  Brethren 
Laymen's  Organization,  was  the  speaker  at  the  Laymen's 
public  service  the  morning  of  April  29th. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. The  Mother-Daughter  banquet  was  held  in  the 
church  the  evening  of  May  3rd.  Thirty-three  mothers  and 
daughters  were  in  attendance. 

Brother  N.  Victor  Leatherman  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  Blue  Rock  United  Brethren  Church  the  evening  of 
May  6th. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. A  fellowship  supper,  and  reception,  were  held  for 
new  members  the  evening  of  May  6th.  Following  the 
supper,  Pastor  Horace  Huse  led  a  discussion  on  baptism 
and  communion. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA,  Pittsburgh's  Mother-Daughter 
banquet  was  an  event  of  May  3rd. 


JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Broth- 
er Clarence  Stogsdill,  who  will  complete  his  work  as 
National  Brethren  Youth  Director  the  middle  of  June, 
has  accepted  the  call  of  Third  Brethren  to  serve  as  pas- 
tor. Brother  Stogsdill  will  preach  his  first  sermon  in  his 
new  pastorate  on  July  8th. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.— QUIET  DELL,  PENNA.  Broth- 
er Cecil  Bolton,  Jr.  notes  that  on  the  evening  of  May 
10th  a  congregational  dinner,  in  honor  of  their  High 
School  graduates,  was  held. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  The  Laymen,  in  their  public  ser- 
vice on  May  6th,  presented  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  Presi- 
dent of  Ashland  College,  as  the  speaker  of  the  hour. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  May  15th  was  the  day  for  the 
Mother-Daughter  banquet. 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  We  note  that  the  Cricks  have  com- 
pleted their  move  from  the  house  formerly  rented  for 
their  use  on  Davis  Avenue,  to  the  newly  purchased  par- 
sonage just  north  of  the  Chapel.  Their  address  is  40  N. 
26th  St.,  Newark,  Ohio. 

Duane  Sholly,  Ashland  Seminary  student,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  Newark  Chapel  on  April  22nd. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  The  B.  Y.  C.  has  started 
working  on  their  church  paper  "The  Brethren  Journal'' 
every  Saturday.  They  plan  to  put  out  a  paper  about  once 
a  month.  On  a  recent  Saturday  they  worked  on  the  paper 
in  the  morning  and  in  the  afternoon  they  worked  to  build 
up  their  treasury  by  washing  cars,  mowing  lawns  and 
cleaning  windows. 

The  Pleasant  Hill  Church  is  now  in  the  midst  of  a  new 
building  project — bricking  the  front  of  the  church  so  that 
it  looks  like  the  new  part.  Some  remodelling  in  the 
church  is  being  done,  too.  The  parsonage  is  to  be  re- 
shingled  in  June. 

The  Mother-Daughter  banquet  was  held  May  10th, 

Eighteen  new  members  were  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism  and  four  by  letter  recently. 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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THANKS    AND    APPRECIATION 

THE  FAMILY  of  the  late  Willis  E.  Ronk  wish  to  take 
this  means  of  expressing  appreciation  for  all  the  cards 
and  letters  received  from  the  Brotherhood  following  the 
passing  of  their  husband  and  father. 


OUR  COVER  PICTURE 

A  scene  at  Linwood  Park,  Vermillion,  Ohio,  site  of  the 
1956  Ohio  District  Conference,  looking  toward  Lake  Erie, 
More  pictures  on  pages  eight  and  nine. 
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Ghurch  Views  find   Tour  Ghurck 


ONE  OF  THE    PRIMARY    PURPOSES    of   a 
Church  Organ,  such  as  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist, is  the  dissemination  of  church  news. 

There  are  two  areas  in  whicli  this  operates. 
First — the  reporting  of  events,  programs  and 
plans  of  Denominational  boards  and  auxiliaries 
to  the  churches.  Second — the  reporting  of  the 
news  of  local  churches.  Both  phases  find  ready 
acceptance  on  the  pages  of  your  church  paper. 

One  thing  stands  out.  We  must  have  the  news 
in  the  Editorial  office  before  we  can  report  it. 
This  is  true  of  Denominational  departments  as 
well  as  local  churches.  We  cannot  report  what  we 
do  not  have,  nor  what  we  do  not  know  about. 
Nor  can  the  Editor,  because  of  the  press  of  du- 
ties of  his  office,  become  a  "roving  reporter," 
going  around  seeking  information  on  announce- 
ments about  those  things  which  could,  or  should, 
be  reported.  The  burden  of  responsibility  of  news 
reporting  in  a  Church  paper  rests  on  those  who 
"make"  the  news,  or  on  those  who  are  delegated 
to  report  such  news. 

This  week  we  are  directly  concerned  with  local 
church  news  reports.  Right  now,  we  are  "lush" 
with  reports.  A  few  weeks  ago,  there  were  no 
news  reports  at  all  in  ouxl  office  for  publication. 
In  order  to  keep  a  "balanced  paper"  sometimes 
reports  are  "held  up"  a  week  or  two.  But  gener- 
ally reports  are  printed  in  the  first  issue  to  go 
to  press  after  such  reports  are  received. 

We  have  speculated  as  to  what  we  would  do  if 
all  churches  and  all  pastors  were  as  faithful  in 
reporting  news  as  some  are.  Well,  we  would  cer- 
tainly find  room  to  print  them.  As  it  is  now,  some 
churches  seem  never  to  be  heard  from  in  the 
news  report  section.  Be  it  modesty,  indifference, 
carelessness,  or  procrastination,  the  difficulty 
should  be  overcome.  A  church  news  report,  signed 
either  by  the  pastor,  or  church  correspondent, 
should  be  forthcoming  from  every  church  at  least 


once  every  three  months.  Send  us  a  picture,  or 
two,  of  some  special  event,  and  we'll  illustrate 
your  report. 

Occasionally  we  hear  the  cry,  that  "We're  not 
doing  anything,  so  there's  nothing  to  report." 
The  obvious  moral  of  that  plaintive  bleat  is  to  get 
busy  and  do  something!  Other  Brethren  are  in- 
terested in  reading  about  your  church.  A  good 
news  report  is  a  good  witness  for  you  and  your 
church. 

Other  churches  receive  strength  and  ideas  from 
reading  about  the  plans,  programs  and  accom- 
plishments of  the  churches  they  read  about  in 
the  church  paper.  Therefore,  a  local  church  is 
helping  to  foster  the  entire  church  progi'am  by 
reporting  the  successes  they  have  had  in  their 
own  field  of  labor.  Some  of  our  churches  are  do- 
ing, through  the  pastors  and  church  correspon- 
dents, a  wonderful  job  of  keeping  the  Denomina- 
tion informed  as  to  their  activities.  A  bond  of 
fellowship  is  thus  formed  between  writer  and 
reader,  which,  when  used  more  and  more  by 
more  and  more  churches,  will  engender  a  stronger 
unity  of  cooperation,  effort  and  love  among  the 
Brethren.  The  work  of  our  Lord  is  thus  advanced 
and  all  are  made  stronger  in  Him, — W.  S.  B, 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  In  the  above  Editorial,  we  recognize 
the  difference  between  the  sending  in  of  weekly  church 
bulletins  and  notations  from  which  the  Editor  writes 
up  the  Interesting  Items'  page,  and  the  Church  News 
Reports,  as  usually  appear  on  page  ten  and  following 
pages.  It  is  the  latter  which  we  have  written  about  this 
week. 

The  "processing"  of  news  reports  is  made  much  easier, 
too,  if  they  come  to  us  neatly  typewritten,  and  DOUBLE 
SPACED,  and  on  ONE  SIDE  OF  THE  PAPER  ONLY. 
Paper  is  cheaper  than  Editorial  or  secretarial  time.  If 
a  typewriter  is  not  available,  write  plainly  using  just 
one  side  of  the  paper.  Single  spaced  or  otherwise  poorly 
typed  or  written  copy  must  be  held  up  until  time  is  avail- 
able for  retyping. 
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Favorite  Sermons 

by 

brethren  Castors 


Rev.  Cecil  Bolton,  Jr. 


WHAT  THINK  YE  OF  CHRIST? 


Matthew  22:42 


TO  EVERY  ONE  OF  US  life  is  a  series  of 
questions  or  decisions.  Young  people  are  faced 
with  the  questions:  Shall  I  go  to  college  after 
high  school  or  shall  I  go  to  work?  What  college 
shall  I  attend?  For  what  life  work  shall  I  pre- 
pare myself?  How  shall  I  select  a  life's  compan- 
ion? Young  men  are  faced  with  the  question  of 
when  shall  they  take  their  military  training, 
what  about  CO.  duty,  etc.?  However  these  ques- 
tions do  not  cease  with  our  entrance  into  adult- 
hood. Are  we  not  everyday  faced  with  many  and 
complex  questions  and  problems? 

Important  as  are  the  questions  that  daily  con- 
front each  one  of  us,  there  is  one  question  of  ut- 
most importance  that  every  person  who  reaches 
the  age  of  accountability  must  face.  Upon  the 
answer  to  this  question  depends  not  only  our  hap- 
piness upon  this  earth  but  also  determines  where 
we  shall  spend  eternity.  This  is  the  question  that 
Jesus  asked  the  Pharisees  saying,  "What  think  ye 
of  the  Christ?"  In  this  instance  He  followed  it 
with  its  companion  question,  "Whose  son  is  He?" 

While  this  is  a  question  that  each  of  us  must 
answer  individually,  it  might  be  of  help  for  us 
to  consider  the  way  in  which  others  have  an- 
swered this  all  important  and  all  embracing  ques- 
tion. 


Preached  at  Cameron,  W.  Va.,  Quiet  Dell  and 
Johnstown  II,  Pa.,  August  14,  1955  and  Sarasota, 
Fla.,  Sept.  11,  1955. 


First,  let  us  turn  to  one  whose  life  was  very 
intimately  touched  by  the  life  and  influence  of 
Jesus.  He  was  not  a  believer  and  he  thought  that 
he  had  the  obligation  of  sitting  in  judgment  upon 
Christ,  but  we  know  that  it  was  rather  Christ 
who  sat  in  judgment  upon  Pilate.  After  Pilate 
had  conversed  with  Jesus  he  gave  to  the  high 
priests  his  answer  to  this  question,  "I  find  no 
fault  in  Him  at  all."  I  wonder  how  many  of  us  as 
Christians  can  honestly  answer  with  Pilate  that 
we  find  no  fault  in  Him?  Perhaps  I  need  to  ex- 
plain this  a  little  further.  Aren't  we  many  times 
by  our  words  and  actions  finding  fault  with 
Jesus?  I  know  during  a  period  of  drought  we 
were  all  deeply  concerned  about  crop  failures  and 
then  God,  in  His  wise  providence,  sent  us  mar- 
velous rains,  but  immediately  we  became  con- 
cerned about  the  possibility  of  too  much  water. 
I  leave  you  to  think  of  many  other  illustrations. 

Another  man  affected  by  the  personality  and 
death  of  Jesus  gave  his  answer  to  this  question 
and  we  hear  the  Centurion  answer  in  these  words, 
"Truly  this  was  the  Son  of  God."  Are  we  as 
Christians  convinced  that  "This  was  and  is  the 
Son  of  God?"  If  we  are,  then  why  don't  we  live 
as  though  we  believed  it? 

But  this  testimony  was  not  only  given  by  one 
who  saw  the  great  love  and  compassion  mani- 
fested by  Jesus  on  the  cross  when  even  in  His 
dying  agony  He  had  no  thought  of  self,  but 
pleaded  for  those  who  were  committing  this 
dastardly  deed,  "Father,  forgive  them  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do."  No,  the  question  was 
answered  in  the  same  words  by  those  who  were 
the   sworn  enemies  of  Christ  even  the  demons 
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themselves.  Hear  them  as  they  say,  "This  was 
the  Son  of  God." 

Now  let  us  ask  the  question  from  one  of  whom 
Jesus  said  there  was  no  greater  born  of  woman. 
From  one  who  came  to  prepare  the  way,  to  make 
straight  the  paths,  who  was  very  conscious  of  his 
own  unworthiness.  I  refer  to  John  the  Baptist. 
Although  we  have  no  record  that  the  question 
was  ever  audibly  asked  this  forerunner,  it  defi- 
nitely must  have  been  in  his  mind  when  he  saw 
Jesus  approaching  him  for  he  said  to  those  about 
him,  "Behold,  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away 
the  sin  of  the  world." 

My  friends,  I  am  convinced  that  this  is  the 
message  that  we,  ministers  and  laymen,  should 
be  sending  out  to  a  lost  world  today.  The  world 
is  hungry  for  us  to  give  them  this  answer  to  the 
question  "What  think  ye  of  the  Christ?"  Some- 
one was  telling  me  the  story  the  other  day  of  a 
minister  who  went  into  a  new  parish  and  the  first 
sermon  he  preached  was  against  card  playing,  so 
some  of  his  members  approached  him  and  told 
him  he  had  better  "lay  off"  that.  The  next  Sun- 
day he  preached  against  movies  and  the  same 
thing  happened.  The  next  Sunday  he  preached 
against  dancing  and  again  the  same  thing.  Finally 
the  man  cried  out  in  disgust,  "I  just  can't  preach 
against  anything."  May  I  make  my  position  clear 
here  ?  This  is  not  a,  defense  for  any  of  the  things 
I  have  mentioned,  but  I  do  want  to  raise  this 
question;  is  there  not  a  danger  that  we  may  be- 
come so  "against  certain  things"  that  we  lose  sight 
of  the  need  for  positive  preaching,  for  proclaim- 
ing to  the  world  "Behold,  the  Lamb  of  God,  that 
taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world"  as  our  answer 
to  the  question,  "What  think  ye  of  the  Christ?" 

Then  there  was  the  answer  of  that  one  who 
refers  to  himself  as  the  disciple  whom  Jesus 
loved.  In  no  unmistakable  tones  and  words  he 
gives  us  his  answer.  Hear  John  say,  "He  is  the 
bright  and  the  morning  star."  Can  we  see  the 
beauty  in  Christ  that  it  was  given  to  John  to 
see? 

Let  us  turn  now  to  that  disciple  whom  no  one 
could  call  a  fool  and  yet  who  was  rushing  in 
where  angels  might  fear  to  tread.  The  question 
in  a  slightly  different  form  was  put  directly  to 
impetuous  Peter  by  Jesus,  Himself.  When  his 
answer  was,  "Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the 
living  God,"  Jesus  told  him  that  this  was  re- 
vealed to  him  from  the  Father  which  was  in 
heaven.  Have  you  ever  had  any  revelation  from 
the  Father  concerning    Jesus    Christ?    Because 
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Peter,  even  though  ever  so  weak,  believed  in  his 
answer  he  was  able  to  testify  in  such  a  way  as 
to  attract  men  to  this  same  Jesus.  May  it  not  be 
that  our  testimony  is  many  times  weak  because 
we  are  not  fully  convinced  that  He  is  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  Living  God? 

Thomas  was  not  with  the  other  disciples  when 
Jesus  first  presented  Himself  to  them  after  the 
resurrection.  Being  one  of  those  people  who  only 
believed  what  he  could  behold  with  his  senses 
Thomas  had  very  logical  doubts  concerning  Jesus 
and  felt  that  he  would  have  to  have  indisputable 
evidence  that  it  really  was  the  Christ.  However 
when  Jesus  offered  him  the  evidence  that  he  re- 
quired, Thomas  answered  the  question  with  which 
we  are  concerned  by  saying,  "My  Lord  and  my 
God."  Jesus  then  told  Thomas  that  he  had  seen 
and  believed,  but  greater  blessings  would  be  upon 
those  who  believed  by  faith  without  having  ac- 
tually seen  physically.  How  about  us?  Must  we 
have  a  physical  manifestation  before  we  can  an- 
swer, My  Lord  and  My  God? 

Let  us  consider  yet  one  more  New  Testament 
character  and  his  answer  to  this  question.  One 
who  in  all  sincerity  did  everything  within  his 
power  to  stamp  out  this  "seditious  and  erroneous" 
sect.  But  then,  after  he  had  really  met  Christ 
and  became  in  his  words,  "an  apostle  out  of  due 
season,"  after  he  had  suffered  many  things,  was 
able  to  answer  this  all  important  question.  Here 
is  his  answer:  Paul  says,  "I  count  all  things 
loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
Jesus  my  Lord."  If  we  would  have  knowledge  of 
the  Lord  we  must  expect  it  to  cost  us  something. 

May  we  turn  now  to  those  celestial  realms  from 
whence  Christ  came  forth  to  redeem  the  world. 
Let  us  look  for  the  answer  to  this  question  from 
the  very  angels  in  heaven.  Yes,  they  spoke  to 
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shepherds  who  were  watching  tlieir  flocks,  Unto 
you  is  born  a  Saviour  which  is  Christ  the  Lord." 

Before  we  bring  this  message  to  a  close  I  feel 
that  there  is  one  more  witness  we  should  hear 
speak  to  us.  He  speaks  with  the  voice  of  author- 
ity, for  He  is  the  God  of  Abraham  and  of  Isaac 
and  of  Jacob.  Our  Heavenly  Father  says,  "This 
is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." 

In  conclusion  may  I  say  that  as  far  as  you  and 
I  are  concerned  it  is  not  important  to  us  how 
these  individuals  have  replied  to  this  question 
except  as  examples  and  precepts  for  us.  The  im- 
portant thing  is  how  each  one  of  us  answers  for 
himself.  Yes,  you  face  many  questions  in  this  life, 
but  no  question  is  as  important  to  you  as  this 
question,  "What  think  ye  of  the  Christ?"  Fur- 
thermore it  is  not  a  question  that  we  can  evade  or 
delay.  It  must  be  answered  and  we  are  answer- 
ing it  every  day  of  our  lives.  What  is  your  an- 
swer? 

Cameron,  W.  Va. 
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BRYAN,  OHIO.  Dedication  of  New  Addition  and  re- 
dedication  of  the  whole  church  building — Sunday,  May 
20th,  2:30  P.  M.  (EST)— General  invitation  to  the  Broth- 
erhood to  attend  is  given.  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart,  Guest 
speaker;  Rev.  Alvin  H.  Grumbling,  Pastor. 


The  Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen  will  be 
host  to  the  Northern  Indiana  District  in  a  joint 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Brethren  Church  in 
North  Manchester,  Indiana,  Monday  Evening, 
May  21st,  1956. 

We  especially  urge  a  good  attendance  from  all 
churches.  A  number  of  churches  are  becoming 
very  lax  in  their  Layman's  Organization,  so 
please  come  and  enjoy  a  good  time  and  receive 
a  real  blessing.  A  fine  program  will  be  in  store 
for  you. 

Supper  hour  6:00  to  7:30  prevailing  time. 
Please  send  reservations  to  the  North  Manches- 
ter church,  Please. 

C.  E.  Keplinger,  Sec'y. 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

CAMP  JUNIATA  RALLY 

Berlin  Brethren  Church 

Friday,  June  1,  1956 

Banquet  6:30  D.  S.  T.  Price:  $1.00 

PICTURES,  SKITS,  TALKS,  MUSIC 

All  interested  in  Camp  invited 

Walter  C.  Wertz,  President 
Penna.  Dist.  S.  S,.  Board 
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NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Brother  John  T.  Byler  has 
announced  that  the  Ground  Breaking  ceremonies  for  their 
new  Sunday  School  addition  are  scheduled  for  Sunday 
morning,  June  3rd.  Mr.  Rayinond  T.  Unger,  General  con- 
tractor, and  Mr.  Ray  Yount,  Architect,  will  participate 
in  the  services. 

On  May  8th,  the  Mother-Daughter  banquet  was  held  in 
the  Antioch  E.  U.  B.  Church,  with  the  Jr.  W.  M.  S.  in 
cliarge  of  the  program. 

The  Dixie  Baccalaureate  service  was  held  in  the  New 
Lebanon  church  the  evening  of  May  13th.  Brother  Byler 
brought  the  sermon  of  the  evening. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  The  Laymen's  public  service  is 
scheduled  for  May  20th. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  According  to  the  Muncie  bulletin, 
"Bids  have  been  received  for  the  redecorating  of  the  large 
auditorium  and  the  two  vestibules.  The  Committee  hopes 
to  be  able  to  start  the  work  very  soon." 

HUNTINGTON,  INDIANA.  Brother  Edwin  M.  Puter- 
baugh  has  tendered  his  resignation  as  pastor  of  the 
Huntington  Church  effective  September  1st. 

On  April  29th,  four  young  people  were  baptized  and  re- 
ceived into  the  Church. 

The  Mother-Daughter  banquet  was  held  the  evening  of 
May  15th. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  The  Laymen  served  the  an- 
nual Mother-Daughter  banquet  which  was  held  on  May 
7th. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Following  the 
morning  services  on  May  20th,  a  "Kick-off"  dinner  is 
scheduled  to  be  held.  This  is  for  the  entire  church,  spon- 
sored by  the  recently  appointed  Fund  Raising  Committee 
for  the  new  educational  building. 

BURLINGTON,  INDIANA.  A  card  from  Brother  Floyd 
Sibert  reads  as  follows:  "The  attendance  at  our  Bible 
Study  and  Prayer  Service  for  the  last  two  weeks  was 
43  and  50  for  thq  two  nights  April  19  and  26." 

"Sunday  night  April  29th,  the  High  School  young  peo- 
ple! put  on  a  30  minute  opening  program  for  the  evening 
service,  including  scripture  reading,  prayer,  instrumental 
music,  choir  number,  and  other  vocal  numbers.  The  pas- 
tor brought  the  message.  Attendance  was  84." 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Seven  new  members, 
were  received  on  April  8th  by  baptism. 

May  6th  was   observed   as  "Rural   Life    Sunday,"  with 
the    local    Grange    attending    services     of    the     Brethren ' 
Church  in  a  body. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Five  were  received  by  baptism 
on  April  26th.  Brother  H.  Francis  Bei-kshire  notes  that 
this  makes  21  additions  to  the  church  since  Oct.  1,  1955., 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  Vesper  Service  on  May  6th  I 
was  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  Spring  Campers,  at  which  | 
time  the  young  people  gave  reports  of  the  Central  Dis- ! 
trict  Spring  Camp  held  at  Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois. 
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MISSIONARY    DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY    BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
524    College    Ave.,    Ashland.    Ohio.    Phone:    39582 


Contributing   Editors:    W.    CLAYTON  BERKSHIRE.   Gen.    S»v*y. 
(MRS.)    IDA  LINDOWER,   Adm.   Auiitant 


EASTER  IN  NIGERIA 


As  THE  ALARM  CLOCK  sounded  its  awakening  cry 
at  5:15  A.  M.,  I  lazily  turned  it  off,  thinking  first 
that  I  must  be  dreaming,  then  that  perhaps  Jean  had  been 
playing  an  April  Fool  joke  on  me.  However,  as  I  became 
more  fully  aroused,  I  realized  that  the  old  clock  had  a 
purpose  in  issuing  its  early-morning  warning;  then  I 
noticed   that  Jean   too   was  heeding  its  call. 

This  was  to  be  a  different  day — a  special  day — an 
important  day  for  Christians.  It  was  Easter  morning.  Be- 
fore long  thQ  chui'ch  bell  pealed  forth  the  call  announcing 
the  sunrise  service,  and  from  all  directions  people  could 
be  seen  making  their  way  to  the  site  of  the  service. 
(Since  hills  are  our  specialty  hei^e  at  Waka,  it  was  not 
difficult  to  find  a  suitable  spot  fop  such  a  service.)  It 
was  one  overlooking  Waka  Station,  giving  a  beautiful 
view  of  it. 

Gradually,  but  somewhat  slowly,  the  people  gathered 
— some  300  in  number — about  midway  up  the  hill.  At  a 
given  signal,  while  singing  an  appropriate  Easter  hymn, 
we  proceeded  to  the  top  of  the  hill  and  found  our  seats 
among  the  many  stones.  (Even  the  stones  serve  useful 
purposes  at  times.)  A  fine  program  of  music,  scripture, 
prayer  and  short  messages  by  an  African  student  and  a 
missionary  were  well  received  by  the  group. 

The  sunrise  service  was  very  fine  indeed,  but  the  sun 
didn't  shine.  The  morning  was  dismal  and  cloudy  with 
intermittent  drizzles  that  greeted  the  early  worshippers. 
As  I  sat  and  listened  to  the  story  of  Easter,  I  thought 
how  much  like  the  first  Easter  morning  this  one  was. 
Certainly  the  first  one  was  everything  but  happiness  and 
joy — at  least  until  they  heard  the  good  news.  So  it  was 
with  us,  for  when  we  heard  again  the  good  news,  "He 
is  not  here;  He  is  risen,"  we  became  oblivious  to  the  sun- 
less sky.  Once  again  we  became  conscious  of  the  reality 
of  the  living  and  abiding  Christ. 

The  sunrise  service  was  followed  by  the  annual  station 
breakfast  which  was  eaten  in  the  Shankster  home.  As 
we  sat  down  to  the  table — some  20  of  us — and  looked  at 
the  food,  it  was  difficult  to  realize  that  we  were  in  Ni- 
geria. The  traditional  hard-boiled  eggs,  ham,  doughnuts, 
hot  cross  buns,  blueberry  muffins,  cheese  biscuits,  twist 
sweet  rolls  and  nut  bread  were  in  abundance.  Grapefruit 
cut  ini  the  form  of  baskets  were  served  as  an  appetizer. 
Boy,  what  food!  And  did  we  eat!  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
meal  the  group  joined  in  the  singing  of  Easter  hymns. 

Regular  Sunday  morning  worship  services  were  held 
with  a  capacity  attendance.  Special  music,  hymns  and 
scripture,  along  with  an  excellent  message  by  John 
Grimley,  our  guest  speaker,  constituted  a  very  fine  pro- 
gram. To  be  sure,  much  of  the  pomp  and  ritual  which 
accompany  Easter  at  home  were  absent,  but  there  was 
present  a  spirit  of  reverence  and  humility.  Our  spirits 
were  again  rekindled  as  we  listened  to  the  glorious  news 
that  "Christ  is  alive  and  reigneth  forever  more." 


An  evening  service  was  held  with  Mr.  Grimley  as  the 
guest  speaker.  The  attendance  was  good  and  the  message 
was  most  encouraging.  The  theme  of  the  day  prevailed 
in  scripture,   prayer,   song   and   message. 

This  was  our  fii-st  Easter  in  Nigeria,  and  it  was  a 
joyous  one.  The  Easter  message  is  the  same  wherever  it 
is  told.  We  rejoice  that  Christ  does  live  and  reign  in  the 
hearts  of  many  of  the  Nigerians  and  that  His  abiding 
presence  is  a  reality  to  them.  But  there  are  countless 
more  who  do  not  know  and  have  never  heard  the  Easter 
message.  We  invite  you  to  join  us  in  prayer  that  your 
Saviour  and  mine  may  become  theirs. 

Your  missionaries,  The  Shanks 
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FINANCIAL  ITEMS 

Receipts  for  April 

Foreign    Missions    21,706.92 

Home    missions    580.22 

Lost  Creek  parsonage    40.00 

Lost  Creek  Classroom  building 

Paid  on  parsonage  building  in  April    342.70 

(Total  to  date  9,655.01) 
Paid  on  Classi'oom  building  in  April    3,021.21 

(Total  to  date  11,216.75) 

THE   WIDOW'S   MITE 

Recent  Ford  Foundation  gifts  have  led  to  numerous 
attempts  to  list  the  largest  gifts  in  history.  In  response 
to  an  inquiry,  F.  Emerson  Andrews,  author  of  "Philan- 
thropic Giving,"  wrote: 

"I  should  like  to  nominate  for  a  place  among  your 
fifty  largest  gifts  in  history  the  two  mites  which  a  lady 
in  Palestine  dropped  into  the  collection  box  nearly  two 
thousand  years  ago. 

"Perhaps  you  remember  what  an  observer  said  at  the 
time:  'This  poor  widow  has  put  in  more  than  all  those 
who  are  contributing  to  the  treasury,  For  they  all  con- 
tributed out  of  the  abundance,  but  she  out  of  her  poverty 
has  put  in  everything  she  had,  her  whole  living.' 

"Indeed,  you  might  wish  to  put  it  at  the  head  of  the 
list.  Certainly  it  is  one  of  the  largest  in  terms  of  capacity 
to  pay.  Besides,  it  has  by  the  power  of  its  example 
brought  to  philanthropy  many,  many  millions  of  dollars, 
particularly  from  people  of  small  incomes  who  nowadays, 
even  statistically,  give  more  than  all." — The  Bulletin, 
Amer.  Assoc.  Fund-Raising  Counsel 
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On  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie 


THE  OHIO  DISTRICT 
time  of  meeting  and 
this  year.  Because  of  th 
of  the  Ohio  District  Exei 
special  space  this  week  t 

Pictured  here  ai'e  scene 
near  Vermillion,  Ohio,  or 
is  a  E.  U.   B.  Church  Cc 
equipped  as  to  rooming  i. 
the    Conference,    to    each 
for  the   four   day   period 
There  will  be  plenty  of  ; 
are   urged   to   make   this 
with  the  business  and  in.'jj 
ence.    There    will    be    pro;) 
for  adults  and  youth  alii 

The    Conference    progrt  i 
this   year.   Simultaneous 
this   year,  following  two 
and  again  at  3:45   P.   M., 

A  more  detailed  progr;  i 
Linwood  Park,  will  appe;  i 
gelist.  We  urge  all   Ohio 
tion  to  the  arrangements 
welfare  and  comfort  in  \^ 
ence.  W.  S.  B. 


Entrance  to  Linwood  Park 
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CONFERENCE 


Auditorium  interior 


ERENCE  is  changing  its 
ure  of  its  meeting  place 
through  the  cooperation 
Committee,  we  are  giving 
ize  tlieir  plan. 

beautiful  Linwood  Pai'k, 
Lores  of  Lake  Erie.  This 
e  grounds  and  is  well 
ng  facilities.  Thei  cost  of 
;e,  for  room  and  board, 
5  approximately  $12.50. 
r  everyone,  and  famjilies 
lily  vacation,"  combined 
1  of  the  District  Confer- 
nd   recreational    facilities 

been   completely   revised 
will  be  at  11:00  A.   M. 
of  inspirational   sessions, 
1  business  session. 

instructions  on  reaching 
later  issue  of  the  Evan- 
m  to  give  serious  atten- 
have  been  made  for  your 
ticoming  District  Confer- 


July  12-15, 1956 

Thursday  noon-— Sunday  noon 


Auditorium,  where  sessions  will  be  held 
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News   From    Our 
Churches 


BRYAN,  OHIO,  REVIVAL 

Splendid  attendance,  excellent  interest,  enthusiastic  spir- 
itual singing,  and  prayerful  support  were  outstanding  in 
every  service  at  the  two  weeks  meeting,  March  5-18,  at 
which  it  was  my  happy  privilege  to  be  the  evangelist  at 
the  Bryan,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church. 

During  the  campaign  52  decisions  were  made  for  our 
Lord.  Our  hearts  were  thrilled  at  the  closing  Sunday 
evening  service  when  more  than  45  people  came  to  the 
front  of  the  church  to  rededicate  their  lives  to  the  Lord. 
There  were  two  other  rededications  during  the  campaign, 
and  five  came  forward  for  first  time  confession  and  mem- 
bership in  the  church.  This  is  a  victory  for  which  we 
praise  the  Lord! 

During  the  meeting  it  was  my  pleasure  to  live  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Benner,  deacon  and  dea- 
coness of  our  church,  where  hospitality  was  superb. 

Rev.  Grumbling  is  a  busy  pastor!  Besides  taking  care 
of  pastoral  work,  our  brother  is  engaged  in  a  very  active 
and  progressive  physical  Church  program.  The  Bryan, 
Ohio,  Church  has  almost  completed  the  additional  class 
room  and  sanctuary  space  as  well  as  moving  their  par- 
sonage to  a  more  convenient  location  for  pastor  and  peo- 
ple. This  is  a  tremendous  job  well  done  and  the  church 
people  are  to  be  highly  commended. 

A  great  amount  of  calling  was  done  before  and  during 
the  meeting,  and  some  splendid  results  were  observed 
from  these  personal  contacts.  During  our  stay  in  the 
city  of  Bryan,  the  evangelist  accompanied  the  pastor  and 
his  choir  to  Defiance,  Ohio  where  we  had  a  half-hour  pro- 
gram over  WONW  before  the  Sunday  morning  services. 
The  evangelist  was  the  speaker.  It  was  also  my  pleasure 
to  be  guest  speaker  at  the  Little  Temperance  League 
meeting. 

We  were  pleased  to  see  so  many  young  people  in  at- 
tendance during  the  meeting.  The  evangelist  told  several 
stories  for  the  young  people  as  they  attended  in  large 
groups. 

Our  music  was  under  the  very  capable  direction  of 
Miss  Gladys  Hineman  who  also  presided  at  the  organ. 
Mrs.  Denver  Lockhart  presided  at  the  piano.  The  special 
numbers  from  night  to  night  were  well  chosen  and  ren- 
dered effectively.  It  was  thrilling  each  night  to  have  the 
senior  choir  in  their  place  helping  the  service  as  they 
sang  with  the  congregation.  An  excellent  junior  choir 
was  also  present  several  nights  and  rendered  beautiful 
music  for  the  worship  services. 

I  want  to  especially  thank  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Alvin  Grumb- 
ling for  their  par-excellent  hospitality  and  the  joy  of 
serving  Jesus  with  them;  those  who  were  so  kind  in 
preparing  sumptuous  meals  for  the  evangelist  and  pas- 
tor; everyone  who  performed  s^jecial  services,  and  all 
those  who  attended  so  faithfully. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  church  for 
the  very   generous   love   offering.    May    our    dear    Lord 
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richly  bless  every  one  of  you  and  prosper  you  in  His 
work.  I  shall  long  remember  the  spiritual  fellowship  of 
the  Bryan  Brethren. 

Evangelist  J.  D.  Hamel,  South  Bend. 


LOREE  BRETHREN   CHURCH,   R.  R.   1, 
BUNKER   HILL,   INDIANA 

This  report  covers  a  great  expanse  of  territory  but  less 
pastoral  and  church  activity  than  I  normally  do.  The 
following  will  briefly  explain.  Our  senior  deacon  and 
wife,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  York,  have  made  a  num- 
ber of  visits  to  California  and  have  spent  quite  a  bit  of 
time  there  and  know  the  various  routes  and  places  of 
scenic  interest  and  how  to  reach  them.  They  were  kind 
enough  to  invite  us  to  accompany  them  for  a  two  months 
vacation  to  California,  with  our  headquarters  at  Long 
Beach,  with  various  trips  to  places  of  interest. 

At  first  thought  it  seemed  impossible  to  be  absent  that 
long,  but  we  were  anxious  to  go,  for  we  had  never  seen 
California  and  points  so  far  west.  On  second  thought  we 
said  to  ourselves:  we  did  not  take  any  vacation  in  1954 
and  55  and  now  it  is  56,  so  we  asked  the  church  to  allow 
us  to  take  this  six  weeks  of  vacation  in  one  package  and 
to  add  two  weeks  for  which  we  would  deduct  our  salary, 
to  which  they  kindly  consented. 

We  left  on  January  16th,  traveling  the  southern  route, 
but  encountered  more  ice  and  snow  in  Arkansas  and 
Texas  than  at  any  time  or  place.  The  high  point  of  won- 
der going  out  was  Carlsbad  Caverns  in  New  Mexico.  Such 
a  stupendous  sight  of  beautiful  formations  and  the  im- 
mensity of  it  was  beyond  your  most  fantastic  imagina- 
tion. At  one  point  the  guide  points  out  the  "Bottomless 
Pit"  which  he  said  was  138  feet  down  and  the  ceiling  at 
that  place  was  285  feet  above  where  we  were  standing. 
We  spent  our  first  Sunday  at  Elpaso,  Texas  and  then 
only  a  few  hours  across  the  border  into  Old  Mexico.  Next 
to  Tucson,  Arizona,  where  we  visited  Rev.  Grisso,  who 
took  us  through  the  church.  Sorry  we  could  not  spend  a 
Sunday  with  them.  They  have  a  splendid  location,  with 
building  going  up  all  around  the  church.  People  by  the 
thousands  are  moving  into  Tucson  and  Phoenix,  the  two 
fastest  growing  cities  in  the  U.  S.  So  said  Mr.  Raymond 
Kuns,  who  moved  to  Tucson  several  years  ago  for  health 
reasons,  but  who  is  now  a  prominent  citizen  and  builder 
of  houses.  I  was  his  pastor  for  ten  years  in  South  Bend; 
it   was   a    great   joy  to   be   in   their  lovely  home. 

We  went  from  Tucson  to  Phoenix,  and  passing  through, 
called  on  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Moore,  4820  E.  Fairmount;  a 
couple  I  had  married  at  South  Bend.  Next  we  went  to 
San  Diego  where  we  spent  6  days  waiting  for  rains  to 
slacken  farther  north.  Then  to  Long  Beach  where  we  had 
an  apartment  till  we  started  for  home.  Time  was  spent 
visiting  friends  and  relatives  we  had  not  seen  for  many 
years.  Visiting  the  First  Brethren  church  at  Long  Beach, 
we  met  several  who  were  formerly  members  of  the  Ham- 
lin, Kans.  Brethren  church  where  I  sei^ved  my  first  pas- 
torate and  had  not  seen  for  moi-e  than  30  years,  two  of 
my  brothers  I  had  not  seen  for  20  years  and  other 
friends  of  long  standing. 

From  Long  Beach  we  went  to  Fresno  to  visit  my 
brother  Earl  and  on  to  Manteca  to  visit  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Gilmer,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Piatt.  Rev.  Piatt  said 
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when  the  Manteca  church  was  organized  the  population 
of  the  village  was  less  than  100  and  is  now  over  6000 
and  400  new  homes  are  being  built.  Rev.  Piatt  was  pas- 
tor of  the  Manteca  church  for  42  years.  Rev.  Gilmer 
is  now  the  pastor  and  Rev.  Piatt  is  pastor 
at  Lathrop,  only  a  few  miles  distant.  Stockton,  I 
believe  is  about  20  miles  from  Manteca.  We  were  indeed 
glad  to  see  these  churches  and  meet  some  of  their  mem- 
bers personally.  Rev.  Cecil  Johnson  lives  rather  close  to 
the  Manteca  church  and  we  were  served  a  luscious  Sun- 
day dinner  in  their  home,  before  we  traveled  on  to  Berke- 
ley where  we  visited  my  mother's  brother,  Rev.  H.  A. 
Browning  and  wife. 

While  visiting  at  the  Gilmers  and  Platts  they  insisted 
that  I  come  back  and  preach  some  for  them  which  I 
consented  to  do,  spending  a  week  with  them,  one  eve- 
ning speaking  at  their  organizational  meeting  of  the  lay- 
men at  Manteca  and  five  services  at  the  Lathrop  church 
with  Rev.  Piatt.  It  was  a  genuine  pleasure  to  meet  these 
congregations  in  their  service  of  worship.  May  the  dear 
Lord  richly  bless  and  prosper  them.  We  need  many  more 
churches  in  this .  state  where  people  are  moving  by  the 
thousands. 

We  left  Long  Beach  on  Mar.  the  fifth,  via  Palm  Springs, 
Boulder  City,  seeing  Hoover  Dam  and  peeped  in  on  that 
notorious  gambling  center  of  this  nation,  Las  Vegas, 
Nev.,  on  to  the  Grand  Canyon  and  on  east  through 
Texas  and  Oklahoina,  where  we  visited  a  sister  we  had 
not  seen  since  our  mother's  death,  12  years  ago.  On 
through  Missouri  into  Illinois,  at  St.  Louis  and  to  my 
son  Ward  and  family  for  our  last  night  away  from  home. 
A  very  delightful  journey  with  a  very  companionable 
couple,   however   it  was   good   to   be   back  home. 

Supply  ministers  wei'e:  Chaplain  Morgan  from  the 
Bunker  Hill  Air  Force  Base,  Rev.  Forrest  Hostetler, 
Church  of  the  Brethren  minister,  Dean  Russell  Bollinger, 
North  Manchester  college  and  Rev.  W.  C.  Berkshire,  sec- 
retai'y  of  our  missionary  board. 

Our  first  Sunday  at  home  the  18th  of  March  and  then 
Palm  Sunday  with  three  nights  of  preaching  emphasizing 
the  three  great  doctrinal  truths  symbolized  in  the  holy 
sacraments  which  constitute  our  observance  of  holy  com- 
munion: Cleansing  from  sin  and  how  we  need  to  con- 
stantly remind  ourselves  of  this  vital  need;  Fellowship, 
the  Love  Feast,  the  family  of  God,  seated  around  the 
Lord's  table,  eating  in  holy  love  and  sweet  fellowship, 
every  sin  forgiven,  every  heart  cleansed,  we  may  then  and 
only  then  hold  communion  with  God;  Communion,  the 
holy  Eucharist,  the  broken  body  and  shed  blood  of  our 
Lord,  "Except  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  man  and 
drink  hi^  blood  ye  have  no  life  in  you."  This  and  this 
only  is  real  communion  with  God.  These  vital  doctrines 
we  sought  to  make  plain  and  then  observe  the  blessed 
sacraments  on  Thursday  evening  before  Good  Friday. 
The  attendance  was  fair  and  the  spirit  very  blessed. 
Easter  Sunday  morning  gave  us  our  largest  attendance 
since  we  have  been  at  Loree,  with  no  special  attraction, 
only  our  regular  service,  with  242  in  S.  S.;  our  average 
attendance  is  about  170.  The  evening  service  our  choir 
rendered  the  lovely  Cantata,  "The  Saviour  Lives."  The 
choir  also  presented  this  fine  Easter  cantata  in  the  chapel 
of  the  Bunker  Hill  Air  Force  Base  at  seven  o'clock  on 
Easter  morning.  Loree  has  a  splendid  choir.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Joan  Bargerhuff  and  accompanied  by 


Mrs.  Bessie  Lippold  at  the  piano  and  Ronald  LeMaster 
at  the  organ,  they  add  much  to  our  worship  program.  Two 
were  received  into  the  church  and  one  is  waiting  bap- 
tism;   we    should    have    several    others    soon. 

Loree  is  not  a  center  of  population,  but  strictly  a 
rural  church  with  a  full  time  program,  but  the  prospect 
list  is  not  like  the  number  available  where  there  are 
thousands  of  people  near  you.  We  shall  complete  five 
years  of  pastoral  work  here  by  the  first  of  September  and 
withdrew  our  name  for  consideration  at  the  annual 
meeting  when  it  is  routine  business  to  vote  on  the  pastor. 
Not  that  we  feel  like  retiring,  for  the  clinic  check  up 
gives  us  a  perfect  score  and  we  feel  as  vigorous  as  at 
any  time,  and  our  memory  seems  to  function  as  readily 
and  accurately  as  at  any  time.  So,  we  would  feel  that  we 
were  doing  wrong  to  retire  and  shall  be  glad  to  consider 
another  field.  There  are  so  many  places  where  new 
churches  must  be  built  to  serve  our  shifting  population. 
A  rather  long  report  but  we  thought  ouit  many  friends 
would  appreciate  a  personal  report  as  well  as  a  church 
report.  Grace  be  to  all  the  brethren. 

Claud   Studebaker. 
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MEETINGS   AT    MEYERSDALE,    PENNSYLVANIA 

The  week  of  March  25th  to  30th  was  one  of  great  joy 
and  inspiration  to  the  Meyei'sdale  Brethren.  Rev.  J.  Ray 
Klingensmith,  who  had  just  completed  a  week  of  services 
in  Berlin,  drove  the  10  scenic  miles  to  Meyersdale  for 
another  week  of  Evangelistic   Services  there. 

For  several  weeks  preceding,  the  church  had  been  pre- 
paring for  his  arrival.  Special  prayer  services  were  held 
each  Sunday  evening.  The  pastor  had  maintained  a 
heavy  calling  schedule.  Others  had  been  visiting.  And 
then  the  final  week  before  Brother  Klingensmith  arrived, 
a  number  of  teams  of  evangelistic  visitors  made  about 
40  calls  on  prospects  and  inactive  members,  obtaining 
three  commitments  to  Christ  and  four  decisions  to  trans- 
fer letters  of  church  membership. 

The  week  of  services  began  on  Palm  Sunday  with  a 
good  opening  attendance — and  we  rejoiced  to  see  the  in- 
terest hold  steady  throughout  the  week.  Brother  Klingen- 
smith won  the  hearts  of  the  people  from  the  start.  His 
messages  were  well  received  and  their  spiritual  impact 
felt  by  all.  By  week's  end,  nine  young  people  and  chil- 
dren, and  one  mother,  had  confessed  Christ  as  their  Sav- 
ior, and  one  young  woman  had  rededicated  her  life  to 
Christian  service.  It  was  a  glorious  experience  for  the 
pastor  and  the  congregation  when  those  ten  received  the 
ordinance  of  baptism  on  Easter  morning. 

As  you  must  have  gathered  by  now,  the  Meyersdale 
Brethi-en  feel  that  they  were  fortunate  to  have  had  the  ser- 
vices of  Brother  Ray,  and  believe  that  the  spiritual  im- 
pact of  his  short  ministry  will  continue  to  bear  fruit  in 
this  church  for  years  to  come. 

We  pray,  and  ask  you  to  pray  with  us,  that  the  spirit 
of  revival  which  has  been  kindled  in  our  church  will  be 
fanned  into  flame  by  the  united  efforts  and  prayers  of 
a  church  seeking  to  do  the  work  of  her  Lord,  and  that 
this  spirit  will  spread  throughout  the  chui-ch  and  out 
into  the   Brotherhood. 

Horace    Huse,   Pastor. 
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Vrayer  Wleeting 
Studies 


"I  AM  HABIT" 

"It  is  mighty  hard  to  shake  me; 
In  my  brawny  arms  I  take  thee; 
I   can  either  make  or  break  thee; 
I  am  Habit! 

"Though  each  day  I  slowly  mold  thee; 
Soon  my  tightening  chains  enfold  thee; 
Then  it  is  with  ease  I  hold  thee; 
I  am  Habit! 

"I  can  be  both  good  and  vile; 
I  can  e'er  be  worth  your  while; 
Or  the  cause  of  your  decrial; 
I  am  Habit! 

"Oft  I've  proved  myself  a  pleasure; 
Proved  myself  a  priceless   treasure, 
Or  a  menace  past  all  measure; 
I  am  Habit! 

"Harmless  though  I  sometimes  seem,  yet 
My  strange  force  is  like  a  magnet; 
Like  a  great  and  greedy  dragnet; 
I  am  Habit! 

"Though  you  sometimes  fear  or  doubt  me. 
No   one   yet  has   lived  without  me; 
I  am  present  all  about  thee; 
I  am  Habit! 

"Choose  me  well  when  you  are  starting; 
Seldom  is  an  easy  parting; 
I'm  a  devil  or  a  darling! 
I   am   Habit!" 

— Author  Unknown. 

SINCE  "MAN  IS  A  BUNDLE  OF  HABITS,"  we  are 
to  put  God  first  in  our  habits  else  He  cannot  be  first 
in  our  lives  (1  Cor.  10:31).  In  forming  our  habits  we 
should  put  "FIRST  THINGS  FIRST,"  because  we  first 
make  our  habits  and  then  they  make  us  (Matt,  6:33). 
Habit  is  the  deepest  law  of  human  nature,  and  becomes 
a  truly  second  nature.  Worldly  habits  lend  us  to  the  devil 
(1  John  2:15,  16),  but  godly  habits  make  us  serviceable 
unto  God  (Col.  3:17).  The  habits  of  time  are  the  soul's 
dress  for  eternity  (1  Thess.  5:23).  A  large  part  of  Chris- 
tian virtue  consists  in  good  habits  (1  Peter  1:5-9). 

Bad  habits  are  infectious  by  example  (1  Cor.  10:21,  23, 
31).  We  not  only  need  to  watch  our  own  habit  forming 
(1  Cor.  6:12,  19,  20),  but  also  the  habit  forming  of 
others  (1  Thess.  5:22).  Children  have  impulses  which  de- 
velop into  the  habits  of  adults  (1  Cor.  8:9,  11-13).  Adults 
should  therefore  lay  aside  every  questionable  habit  for 
the  sake  of  the  young  and  their  future  (Heb.  12:1,  2). 
Habits  that  defile  the  human  body  will  bring  God's  judg- 
ment on  the   soul    (1   Cor.   3:17).   Our  bodies  have  been 
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purchased  for  good  habits  and  for  the  indwelling  of  the' 
Spirit  of  God   (1   Cor.   6:19,  20). 

"Sow  an  act,  and  you  reap  a  habit; 
Sow  a  habit,  and  you  reap  a  character; 
Sow  a  character,  and  you  reap  a  destiny." 

The  most  wretched  of  persons  is  one  who  loathes  a 
long  practiced  vice  and  yet  helpless  clings  to  it  (Pro v. 
23:35). 

"I  trust  everything,  under  God,  to  habit  .  .  .  Make  so- 
briety a  habit  and  intemperance  will  be  hateful  and  hard 
(Dan.  1:8);  make  prudence  a  habit,  and  reckless  prof- 
ligacy will  be  as  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  child, ' 
grown  to  be  an  adult,  as  the  most  atrocious  crime  (  Prov, 
22:6)." 
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Lesson  for  May  27,  1956 

THE  CHURCH  IN  ASIA  MINOR 

Lesson:  Acts   13:1-4,  44-49 

GUY  L.  MORRILL  tells  of  a  Sunday  School  class  of 
boys,  who,  after  studying  stewardship,  were  asked 
to  write  out  what  they  thought  stewardship  meant.  One 
boy  wrote:  "Stewardship  means  that  life  is  a  great  ship, 
loaded  with  a  rich  cargo  of  many  things  to  be  delivered 
to  many  peoples  in  many  places.  God  is  the  owner,  but  I 
am  the  captain  of  the  ship." 

The  disciples  in  the  Early  Chui'ch  considered  them- 
selves "captains"  of  the  things  which  they  possessed 
—not  "owners."  They  realized  that  GOD  was  the 
"Owner"  of  their  lives  and  of  all  their  earthly  posses- 
sions! This  included  the  Gospel  which  they  had  received. 
It  did  not  belong  to  them  to  keep  unto  themselves. 
It  was  entrusted  to  them  to  be  imparted  to  others.  They 
took  their  task  sei'iously. 

Remember  again  that  Jesus  had  said,  "Ye  shall  be 
witnesses  unto  Me."  Jesus  even  stated  where  they  were 
to  witness:  "In  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Sa- 
maria, and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth." 

With  this  in  mind  it  is  evident  that  the  Book  of  Acts 
is  a  record  of  the  disciples'  activities  as  they  attempted 
to  obey  the  command  of  Jesus.  Therefore,  it  can  be 
divided  as  follows: 

1.  Chapters  1-7 — The  Disciples  witnessing  in  Jerusalem. 

2.  Chapters  8-12 — The  Disciples  Witnessing  in  Judea 
and  Samaria. 

3.  Chapters  13-28 — The  Disciples  Witnessing  unto  the 
Uttermost  Parts  of  the  Earth. 

Today's  lesson  is  concerned  with  this  last  phase  of 
the  book. 

Is  it  not  remarkable  that  out  of  the  Antiochian  Church 
came  the  first  real  Christian  missionaries  ?  It  is  true 
there  were  others  before  this  who  went  about  witnessing. 
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and  thus  could  be  classified  as  missionaries.  However, 
it  was  in  the  Gentile  Church  at  Antioch  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  spake  and  said:  "Set  apart  for  Me  Barnabas  and 
Saul,  for  the  work  to  which  I  have  called  them"  (Wil- 
liams— Acts  13:2). 

Notice,  please,  that  a  missionary  is  not  called  by  a 
church  or  a  people.  The  Call  of  the  Gospel  must  come 
from  God!  Christian  people,  however,  do  have  a  vital  part 
in  this  ministry.  You  will  note  the  call  came  to  Saul  and 
Barnabas  while  the  church  was  "worshipping  the  Lord 
and  fasting"  (Williams—  Acts  13:2). 

The  Brethren  Church,  along  with  many  other  denomi- 
nations, sadly  laments  the  fact  that  so  few  within  her 
ranks  are  hearing  the  call  of  God  for  full-time  min- 
istry both  at  home  and  abroad.  We  are  urged  by  our 
leaders  (and  rightly  so)  to  be  on  the  look-out  for  po- 
tential workers  in  God's  vineyard. 

What  is  the  reason  for  our  lack  of  ministers  and  mis- 
sionaries? May  this  humble  servant  suggest  that  part 
of  the  blame  should  be  laid  at  the  feet  of  our|  churches! 
If  our  churches  would  spend  more  time  "worshipping 
the    Lord    and    fasting,"    we    might   well    hear    the    Holy 

I  Spirit   say:   "Set   apart   for   Me,   John,    and   Donald,   and 
j  Peter,   and  Mary,  and   Barbara,  for   the  work  whereunto 

I I  have  called  them." 

I      And    then    it    may    well    be  that    we    Brethren    pastors 
I  have  so  failed  in  our  task  of  spiritual  ministry,  that  the 
I  Brethren  Church  has  produced  spiritual  weaklings  whom 
God  cannot  use! 

God  is  not  looking  for  mighty  men,  but  consecrated 
men;  not  influential  men,  but  Spirit-filled  men!  The  world 
is  waiting  for  the  Gospel.  There  is  not  much  time  left. 
If  the  world  will  ever  hear,  they  must  hear  NOW! 

"Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He 
will  send  forth  labourers  into  His  harvest"  (Matt.  9:38). 
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m  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Sl-ogsdill,  Director 

"ABRAHAM    LINCOLN"    CHRISTIANITY 


ECENTLY  I  was  set  to  thinking  by  a  passage  in  a 
little  book  for  youth  which  I  was  reading.  The  title 
of  the  book  is  "The  Price  and  the  Prize,"  by  Culbert  G. 
Rutenber,  a  Baptist,  and  a  professor  of  Philosophy  of 
Religion.  The  passage  is  in  the  first  chapter  of  his  book 
where  he  intends  to  set  the  reader  to  thinking  about  what 
kind  of  Christianity  we  Americans  like  as  compared  with 
what  we  ought  to  have. 

He  takes  his  thought  from  Canon  Theodore  Wedel, 
"The  Christianity  of  Main  Street,"  where  the  author  had 
stated  that  the  type  of  "Christianity"  which  has  been 
most  popular  during  the  Twentieth  Century  might  be 
called  the  "log  cabin-to-White  House  approach."  This  is 
especially  typical  of  our  day  of  seeking  security  and 
success.  Personal  accomplishment  and  advancement  is 
the  all-important  thing  to  the  young  people  now  in  train- 
ing. The  ideal  is  none  other  than  the  log-cabin  president. 


Abraham  Lincoln.  He  began  as  a  rail-splitter  who  lived 
in  cabins  and  worked  up  to  the  chair  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  To  Americans  this  is  the  greatest  of 
accomplishments.  And  the  goodness  and  sincerity  of  Lin- 
coln are  symbolic  throughout  our  great  land. 

THE  IMPRESSIONS  WE  MAKE 

Too  often  we  teach  our  youth  this  type  of  "Abraham 
Lincoln"  Christianity.  We  give  the  impression  that  we 
are  to  be  religious  for  some  personal  advancement  or 
success.  It  becomes  a  moral  and  social  success  story.  We 
quote  the  "great"  men  of  by-gone  days  who  "believed" 
in  a  God — sometimes  without  the  knowledge  that  the 
man  we  quote  may  not  have  even  accepted  Christ  as 
Saviour — just  as  the  cigarette  manufacturers  placard  the 
photographs  of  great  actors  and  sportsmen  on  magazines 
holding  their  brand  of  product.  It  insinuates  that  to  use 
their  product  is  to  be  in  company  with  the  "greats."  Now 
if  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  Christian,  and  he  ascended  to 
the  White  House  and  freed  the  slaves  of  America,  per- 
haps God  has  something  for  you  to  accomplish. 

Without  intending  to,  we  make  Jesus  Christ  a  sort  of 
glorified  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  started  out  in  life  in  a 
manger,  but  ended  up  on  a  throne.  And  for  two  thou- 
sand years  He  has  lived  on  in  the  hearts  of  men  through- 
out the  world.  A  great  success  story!  But  we  forget  that 
He  really  "ended  up"  on  a  Cross!  As  far  as  the  people 
of  His  day  were  concerned  He  was  a  colossal  failure  as 
a  Saviour.  From  a  manger  to  a  Cross,  poor  Man!  He 
couldn't  even  purchase  a  home.  He  even  left  the  one  busi- 
ness  which   He  had   learned,  the   carpenter's   trade. 

Dr.  Rutenber  says  that  the  "log  cabin-to-White  House 
type  of  approach  might  be  called  a  religion  of  'in  order 
that.'  "  The  Christian  has  high  ideals  and  serves  others 
and  follows  Christ  "in  order  that"  he  may  some  day  go 
to  heaven.  The  prayers  of  this  type  of  Christian  are 
"God  help  us,"  "God  be  with  us."  He  is  hopeful  that  God, 
while  He  keeps  the  score  in  our  successes  and  failures, 
will  regard  carefully  our  successes  and  sort  of  forget  to 
mark  down  many  of  our  failures.  After  all,  we  are  all 
human  down  here,  and  God  knows  that. 

LINCOLN  IN  REVERSE 

But,  points  out  Dr.  Rutenber,  what  we  need  is  a 
"White  House-to-log  cabin  approach."  This,  he  says,  is 
a  "Because  of"  religion.  I  John  4:19  reads,  "We  love  him, 
because  he  first  loved  us."  The  hero  of  the  story  is  now 
a  man  of  successful  living,  but  all-loving  God.  He  is  the 
one  who  gave  the  blood,  sweat,  tears.  And  because  He 
did,  we  owe  Him  ourselves,  our  praise  and  thanks. 

The  author  of  this  little  book,  which  I  recommend  to 
every  Brethren  Youth,  and  youth  worker,  likens  the 
Christian  to  one  who  has  been  saved  from  drowning  by 
a  Life  Guard.  A  boy  is  unable  to  swim,  and  is  about  to 
drown.  His  brother  on  the  bank  could  give  insti'uctions 
as  to  how  the  drowning  one  might  execute  a  crawl  stroke, 
but  that  would  be  fatal!  He  could  leap  into  the  water 
and  bid  him  follow,  but  that  would  be  fatal  too!  He 
could  leap  in  and  save  him^ — and  that  Jesus  did  for  the 
sinner!  The  drowning  one  could  spend  his  life  saying 
"thank  you,"  but  Jesus  would  reply,  "See  to  it  that  your 
life  was  worth  the  saving." 

We  will  get  farther  when  we  start  giving  our  youth 
"Lincoln  in  reverse"  Christianity! 
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NEWS  FROM  KUNSAN.  KOREA 
Eugene  J.  Beekley,  Chap.    (I    L+.)    USAF. 


GREETINGS  FROM  KUNSAN,  KOREA,  where  we  are 
surrounded  on  three  sides  by  the  Yellow  Sea,  cooled 
by  the  Siberian  winds  and  intrigued  by  the  rice  paddies 
and  Korean  villages  everywhere.  Easter  Sunday  we  had 
a  fine  service  but  because  of  a  heavy  rain,  our  chapel 
which  seats  300,  was  not  full  jas  we  had  expected.  The 
rain  stopped  after  church  and  I  flew  to  another  base 
where  they  have  no  Chaplain  and  conducted  their  Eas- 
ter service  for  them  and  then  flew  to  Pusan  on  the  South 
East  coast  of  Korea  to  another  base  where  there  is  no 
Chaplain.  I  remained  overnight,  visited  a  UN  cemetery 
where  men  from  21  nations  are  buried  and  then  flew 
back  to  K  8  Tuesday  afternoon.  Wednesday  I  flew  to 
Japan  and  spent  several  days  purchasing  supplies  for 
our  chapel  and  went  sightseeing,  returning  to  K  8  Sat- 
urday afternoon. 

Our  chapel  work  is  just  like  any  Church  Stateside 
except  for  the  absence  of  women  and  children.  We  have 
two  civil  sei'vice  American  women  on  base  who  attend 
chapel  evei'y  Sunday.  Our  Chapel  choir  is  exceptionally 
good  with  6  Korean  girls  and  18  officers  and  airmen.  The 
entire  service  is  broadcast  over  Radio  Mercury  AFKN 
and  missionaries  in  South  Korea  tune  in  to  our  service. 
I  also  have  a  15  minute  Saturday  night  radio  program. 
We  have  a  NNIT  (Neutral  Nation  Inspection  Team) 
here  made  up  of  Swedes,  Czechoslovakians,  Poles  and 
Swiss  members  and  the  Swedes  and  Swiss  attend  chapel. 
They  are  under  constant  guard  because  of  recent  Korean 
demonstrations    against   them    in   their   counti-y. 

Time  goes  rather  fast  and  I  probably  will  be  back 
in  Florida  with  my  family  next  December.  Besides  my 
daily  Chaplain  activities  I  teach  English  classes  on  Mon- 
day and  Wednesday  nights  for  two  hours,  have  choir 
rehearsal  Thursday  night  and  Bible  study  on  Friday 
night.  In  addition  I  have  a  15  minute  daily  devotional 
program  for  officers  and  airmen  in  the  Chapel  at  0745 
hours  each  morning  before  going  to   work. 

Another  part  of  my  work  involves  the  eleven  (11)  or- 
phanages in  Kunsan.  Because  of  poverty  many  babies  are 
left  on  the  street  near  these  orphanages  so  their  work 
is  never  done.  Stateside  agencies  and  some  denominations 
send  some  support  but  all  clothing,  similac  or  money 
from  individuals  goes  through  my  office.  I  wish  that  you 
could  see  the  looks  of  joy  and  happiness  when  I  take  a 
jeep  load  of  clothes  or  similac  to  them.  They  make  every 
gift  go  a  long  way  and  nothing  is  wasted.  Winter  is 
severe,  heating  is   poor  and  American  discarded   clothing 


helps  keep  manj'  children  alive.  Thousands  of  North: 
Korean  refugees  have  crowded  into  Kunsan  and  living 
conditions  are  very  insufficient.  If  any  readers  of  the 
Brethren  Evangelist  would  like  to  send  clothing  for  needy 
children  just  send  it  to  me  through  APO  64  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  and  I  will  gladly  see  that  it  is  delivered  to 
them.  Any  money  that  comes  I  use  to  buy  rice  for  the 
orphanages  where  the  youngest  children  are  kept  for  they 
cannot  provide  anything  for  themselves. 

One  of  my  recent  projects  has  been  to  help  a  Protes- 
tant Church  of  refugee  people.  Their  church  building  was 
originally  purchased  and  remodeled  through  GI  generosity 
but  the  front  wall  had  crumbled  and  the  roof  leaked, 
which  is  a  serious  thing  here  for  it  rains  so  hard  and  so 
long.  Therefore,  we  hired  a  contractor  with  our  Chapel 
Funds  and  built  a  new  brick  front  wall  and  repaii-ed  the 
I'oof.  Needless  to  say,  the  pastor  an,d  congregation  are 
very  thankful.  Their  Pastor,  Rev.  Son  Taok  Koo  speaks 
fairly  good  English  so  I  am  going  to  preach  for  him  and 
he  will  be  my  interpreter,  some  Sunday  night  of  April. 

Korean  Christians  are  very  faithful  but  they  have  little 
opportunity  to  do  much  because  of  lack  of  money,  scar- 
city of  building  material  and  the  long  hours  they  must 
woi-k  to  sui-vive.  The  tax  on  rice  alone  is  6  bags  out  of 
every  ten  they  produce.  Even  so,  their  church  attendance 
is  high.  One  takes  off  his  shoes  and  sits  on  the  cold 
floor.  Home  floors  are  warm  and  spotless  but  church 
floors  are  clean  and  cold.  Their  hymns  are  the  same  as 
we  would  sing  in  our  churches  and  only  the  words  sound 
different. 

Finally,  parents,  wives  and  churches  should  keep  in 
touch  with  their  servicemen.  I  have  seen  men  cry  be- 
cause of  no  mail  from  home.  Being  this  far  from  home, 
family  and  chui'ch  makes  homesickness  serious.  Any  let- 
ter with  good  news  from  home  performs  miracles.  Many 
men  show  me  their  home  church  bulletins  or  church  paper 
because  of  their  pride  in  their  church  and  the  fact  that 
they  have  not  been  forgotten.  Take  time  to  write  the  ser- 
vicemen that  you  know  or  are  members  of  your  church. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  answer  all  the  letters  that 
have  come  from  Brethren  friends  so  I  hope  that  these 
few  pai'agraphs  will  give  you  an  idea  of  my  work  and 
let  you  know  that  the  work  of  the  Lord  goes  forward 
in  many  lands. 

In  His  Service, 
Eugene  J.  Beekley,  Chap.  (1  Lt.)  USAF. 
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by   Helen  Jordan 


WHY   NOT   SAY   SO? 

MR.  ZIMMERMAN,  the  little  old  gentleman  who  takes 
care  of  the  College  chapel  building,  simply  beamed 
as  he  walked  on  home  after  I  spoke  to  him.  All  I  said 
was,  "Goodness,  Mr.  Z.,  you  certainly  do  a  fine  job  of 
caring  for  our  chapel" — and  it  is  very  true:  he  does.  I 
was  quite  sincere  in  my  comment,  but  hearing  my  praise 
seemingly  meant  much  to  this  conscientious  little  gentle- 
man. 

The  incident  set  me  to  thinking — as  I  often  do — that 
in  our  busy  days  we  do  far  too  little  expressing  of  praise, 
appreciation  and  commendation,  when  we  might  easily 
and  sincerely  do  it.  (Incidentally,  I  owe  a  tremendous 
debt  of  gratitude  to  a  very  good  friend  who  has  made 
me  more  conscious  of  the  value  of  appreciation,  because 
of  that  friend's  habit  of  expressing  it.) 

When  our  children  were  small,  I  observed  many  times 
that  if  I  praised  one  of  them  for  some  job  well  done, 
he  or  she  took  on  a  sort  of  glow;  the  tasks  that  followed 
were  done  better  and  more  enthusiastically. 

I  Occasionally,  you  feel  grateful  that  the  filling  station 
attendant  gives  you  fine  service;  that  your  Sunday  school 
teacher  causes  you  to  take  some  of  your  timeworn  ideas 
out  of  moth  balls  ar^  scrutinize  them  carefully;  or  that 
your  husband  shows  fine  consideration  for  you  by  switch- 
|ing  the  TV  from  a  Western  thriller  to  your  favorite  pro- 
Igram  when  you  come  in  the  room;  then  why  not  tell 
jthem  so?  (Perhaps  you  do,  and  if  you  do,  I'm  sure  the 
jangels  must  smile.)  It  gives  such  a  good  feeling — both 
|to  the  giver  and  to  the  receiver  of  the  gratitude. 

I  recall  with  a  thrill  some  of  the  praise  that  has  been 
given  to  me  after  hard  work — it  made  me  feel  all  "shiny" 
jinside — and  I  know  others  have  experienced  the  same 
("shiny-ness"  under  similar  circumstances.  Words  of  praise 
ifor  our  efforts  sound  to  us  like  notes  of  a  symphony  to 
music-loving  ears,  and  they  are  so  simple  to  provide. 
Needless  to  say  though,  they  must  be  sincere,  or  they 
will  not  ring  true. 

I  Words  of  commendation  will  put  a  spring  into  one's 
istep,  give  him  new  zeal  and  brighten  his  whole  outlook; 
tin  fact,  such  heartening  expressions  act  as  the  most  ef- 
ifective  catalysts  in  the  process  of  human  performance. 
What  a  pity  we  don't  use  them  more  often! 

Let's  make  a  practice  of  noticing  and  appreciating  ex- 
cellent performance  in  others,  then  expressing  these  ob- 
.servations  and  feelings.  The  results  will  be  excellent  and 
par  reaching. 

Do  you  think  someone  you  encounter  is  doing  a  task 
unselfishly,  admirably  or  unusually  well  ?  Then — why  not 
say  so? 

Mrs.   Ida   Lindower, 

Ashland,  Ohio. 


PRAYER 

If  there  is  hope  for  the  future  of  America,  if 
there  is  to  be  peace  and  happiness  in  our  homes, 
then  we,  as  a  nation,  must  return  to  God  and  to 
the  practice  of  daily  family  prayer. 

Can  we  build  homes  without  God,  or  have 
worthy  parents  who  do  not  know  and  practice  His 
teachings  ? 

Our  nation  is  sadly  in  need  of  a  rebirth  of  the 
simple  life — ^a  return  to  the  days  when  God  was 
a  part  of  each  household,  when  families  arose  in 
the  morning  with  a  prayer  on  their  lips,  and 
ended  the  day  by  gathering  together  to  place 
themselves  in  His  care. 

As  our  nation  grew  and  prospered,  as  it  over- 
came vicissitudes  and  adversities,  its  people  never 
lost  faith  in  a  personal  God. 

Our  generation,  it  seems,  has  allowed  old, 
faithful  rehgious  practices  to  slip  into  oblivion. 
As  a  result,  family  life  has  been  weakened  and 
the  nation  has  suffered. 

A  godless  home  is  built  upon  sand;  it  is  an  in- 
viting breeding  ground  for  moral  decay  and 
crime.  My  hope  for  the  future  of  this  nation  is 
predicated  upon  the  faith  in  God  which  is  nur- 
tured in  the  family. — J.  Edgar  Hoover, 

A  CURE  FOR  MISERY 

"When  you  find  yourself  overpowered  with 
melancholy,"  said  a  saintly  man,  "the  best  way  is 
to  go  out  and  do  something  kind  to  somebody. 
Thousands  who  today  are  sitting  daily  in  the 
gloom  of  a  self-created  misery  would  soon  lose  it 
if  they  began  to  care  for  others."  One  quaint 
writer  says  concerning  this:  "When  I  dig  a  man 
out  of  trouble,  I  turn  the  hole  he  leaves  behind 
him  into  a  grave  in  which  I  bury  my  own  trou- 
ble."—Sel. 
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Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  William  Fells,  Treasurer,  and 
address,  Rev.  William  Fells,  282  Sherman  Ave.,  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 


Brethren  Historiaal  library 

Manchester  Colleg©' 
N.   Manchester,   Ind, 
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EXCELLENT  FOR  GIFTS  AND  AWARDS 
FULL  COLOR  -  LOW  COST 


A  welcome  series  of  8  brand-new  books, 
each  containing  7  full-color  Bible-art  pic- 
tures and  7  facing-page  stories  about  a 
Bible  hero.  Heroes  are  the  most  popular 
and  outstanding  characters  in  the  Bible, 
each  standing  as  a  strong  example  for  Chris- 
tian boys  and  girls  to  follow. 

Ajipeal  for  every  age,  but  Juniors  espe- 
cially will  thrill  to  these  booklets.  The  fa- 
vorite Bible  stories  chosen  and  the  low  price 
make  the  new  BIBLE  HERO  STORIES 
unexcelled  as  gifts  or  aAvards  for  individ- 
uals or  an  entire  class.  7  x  5-inch  size,  16 
pages.    Paper. 


No.  2013.  Joseph 
No.  2014.  Moses 
No.  2015.  David 
No.  2016.  Daniel 


No.  2017.  Jesus 
No.  2018.  Peter 
No.  2019.  Paul 
No.  2020.  Women  of 
the  Bible 


15c  Each 
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The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
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DISTRICT 

CONFERENCES 


June  11th— 14th 


Shipshewema  Lcske,  Indiana 

Rev.  Robert  K.  Higgins,  Moderator 
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SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT:    o 

June   19th-'21st  ^®v*  ^*  ^^Y  l^lingesusmifliB  Moderator 

OHIO   DISTRICT:  Linwood  Park,  VermiiSion.  Ohio 

July  12th 15th  Rev.  John  T.  Byler,  Moderator 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT: 

Third  Church,  Johnstown,  Penna. 


July  16th— 19th 


Rev.  Lyie  Licht-enberger,  Moderator 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Congratulations  are  in  order 
for  Lois  Shanholtz,  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Bruce 
C.  Shanholtz.  Lois  is  the  Maryland  State  winner  in  the 
recent  Christian  Citizenship  Contest  sponsored  by  the 
International  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor.  Winner  in 
Class  A  (contestants  in  High  School),  her  picture,  along 
with  other  state  winners,  appears  in  the  May  1956  issue 
of  The  Christian  Endeavor  World.  Again  we  say,  "Con- 
gratulations,  Lois,  on  your  fine  achievement." 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
notes  that  they  baptized  17  on  the  afternoon  of  May  6th, 
15  of  them  came  out  during  their  recent  meeting  when 
Brother  L.  V.  King  was  evangelist. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  The  S. 
M.  M.  presented  their  public  program  the:  morning  of 
May   14th.    Ann   Sawyer   Berkley  was   their  speaker. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger  notes 
attendances  of  250  in  S.  S.,  220  in  morning  worship  and 
250  at  evening  service,  on  May  6th.  Special  speakers  were 
the  Bischofs.  Brother  Lichtenberger  says,  "Services  were 
excellent,  offering  very  good;  services  that  Brethren  can 
be   proud    of." 

At  the  Mother-Daughter  banquet  held  earlier  that  week 
there  was  an   attendance   of  150. 

Brother  Lichtenberger  notes  also  that  they  have  con- 
cluded their  Teacher  Training  class,  with  graduation  ex- 
ercises on  May  20th,  graduating  21;  nine  laymen  and 
twelve  lay  women. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Brother  Robert  Hoffman  reports 
three  new  members  received  into  the  church  on  May  6th. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MEMORIAL.  Brother  H. 
William  Fells  is  seeking  information  about  any  church 
that  might  have  eight  15  foot  straight  pews  they  would 
like  to  give  to  the  Garber  Memorial  Mission.  Brother 
Fells  says  that  there  is  a  truck  available  to  haul  them 
from  your  church  to  the  Garber  Mission  in  Ashland. 

Brother  Fells  reports  that  attendance  for  regular  morn- 
ing services  is  running  around  80,  and  there  is  definitely 
a  need  for  some  additional  seating,  as  he  adds,  "since 
we're  just  getting  started." 

Five  were  baptized  the  afternoon  of  May  13th,  with 
three  more  waiting  to  be  baptized. 


NEW  PARIS,  INDIANA.  The  Mother-Daughter  ban- 
quet was  held  the  evening  of  May  10th.  A  very  accept- 
able program  was  given,  we  learned  through  Pastor  E.  M. 
Riddle. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Henry 
Bates,  in  a  note  to  the  Editor  says,  "C.  C.  Grisso  is  com- 
ing along  very  well.  Is  able  to  bei  out  some."  Continue 
to   remember   our  brother  in   prayer.   Ed. 

The  North  Manchester  church  was  host  to  the  Indiana 
Laymen's  Rally  the  evening  of  May  21st. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  H.  H.  Rowsey 
writes,  "Brother  Willis  E.  Ronk  did  excellent  work  for 
us  in  special  meetings  here  April  1-8.  Seven  were  received 
into  church  membership  by  baptism  but  that  tells  only  a 
small  fraction  of  the  story.  The  entire  church  was  bene- 
fited by  Brother  Ronk's  Biblical  messages.  Most  of  his 
message  included  references  to  Brethren  teachings  which 
were  especially  helpful." 


COMING  EVENTS 

NORTHEASTERN  OHIO  DISTRICT 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  RALLY 

Firestone  Park  Brethren — Akron,  Ohio 

Sunday,  May  27th 

Registration— 2:00-2:30  D.  S.  T. 

Rev.    Elmer   Brumbaugh,   Juvenile   Delinquent 

Youth  Counsellor  for  Summit  County,  afternoon 

and  evening  speaker. 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 

CAMP  JUNIATA  RALLY 

Berlin  Brethren  Church 

Friday,  June  1,  1956 

Banquet  6:30  D.  S.  T.  Price:  $1.00 

PICTURES,  SKITS,  TALKS,  MUSIC 

All  interested  in  Camp  invited 

Walter  C.  Wertz,  President 
Penna.  Dist.  S.  S,  Board 


DISTRICT  CONFERENCE  PROGRAMS 
Beginning    next   week,    in    the    EVANGELIST,    we    will 

start    bringing    to    you    the    various  district    programs  of 

our  Conferences   which   meet   this  summer,   as  announced 

on  the   front   page  of  this  EVANGELIST. 

Four  of  our  Conferences  meet  the  next  two  months;  our 

Western    Conferences    meet,    two   in  October,  and   one  in 

January. 


"mm 
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Editor 's 
Pulpit 
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From    Whence  Gometh   Our  H^lp 


JT  HAPPENED  during  World  War  11.  A  father, 
who  was  also  a  minister,  was  quite  concerned 
about  the  welfare  of  a  boy  of  his  who  was  in  the 
armed  forces. 

Something  of  the  concern  of  the  father  filtered 
through  to  the  boy,  who  then  wrote  his  father, 
saying,  "Take  hold  of  some  of  that  faith  you 
are  telling   other   people   about,   and   hang   on!" 

We  are  not  minimizing  the  danger  that  accom- 
panied that  devastating  war.  We  are  not  over- 
looking the  fact  that  many  parents,  wives  and 
children  had  to  accept  a  terse  telegram  from  the 
War  Department  in  lieu  of  the  welcome  return 
of  their  loved  one.  Those  were  sad  days. 

After  a  decade  we  still  find  ourselves  in  a  way 
of  life  fraught  with  fears,  uncertainties,  and 
heart  breaks.  So  much  so,  that  we  must  ask  our- 
selves the  question,  "Is  there  no  end?" 

Study  the  lives  of  your  parents,  grandparents. 
Listen  to  the  woe  and  cry  of  your  friends.  An- 
alyze your  own  life.  A  frank  appraisal  will  con- 
vince the  most  carefree  of  us  all  that  lasting  se- 
security  and  lasting  stability  in  this  life  is  an 
elusive  will  o'  the  wisp.  Even  in  the  midst  of  ap- 
parent prosperity,  health  and  happiness,  there  is 
that  undercurrent,  that  tremor,  which  teaches 
us  that  life  has  its  other  side.  But  let  us  not 
dwell  longer  on  this.  To  do  so,  would  be  to  sleep 
in  the  same  berth  with  the  man  who  once  said 
that  the  world  was  going  to  the  dogs,  and  there 
wasn't  much  one  could  do  about  it. 

This  is  the  day  in  which  we  must  take  some  of 
that  faith  which  we  profess  as  Christians,  hold 
on,  and  launch  out!  Die  if  you  must,  but  die  try- 
ing. There  has  never  been  a  better  day  in  which 
to  live. 

The  Psalmist  gave  us  some  wonderful  words 
by  which  to  live.  He  said,  "I  will  lift  up  mine 
eyes  unto  the  hills,  from  whence  cometh  my  help. 
My  help  cometh  from    the    I/ord,    which    made 


heaven  and  eartJi."  Here  he  looked  to  material 
things  for  a  moment.  He  looked  to  the  hills.  He 
recognized  that  in  all  of  earth's  apparent  secur- 
ity, strength  and  organization,  there  was  no 
help  for  his  real  needs.  Distress  of  soul,  anguish 
of  mind,  fears  of  the  tomorrow,  could  not  be 
calmed.  He  must  look  further.  For  a  moment  he 
wavered  as  he  realized  the  inability  of  earthly 
things  to  bring  peace.  Then  he  cried  forth  with 
the  grand  assurance  that  must  have  rung  the 
great  bells  of  heaven  as  he  said,  "My  help  cometh 
from  the  Lord  which  made  heaven  and  earth." 

This  121st  Psalm  then  continues  the  theme  in 
a  progressive  way.  One  who  looks  to  God  for  help 
will  find  that  God  does  not  slumber.  Any  hour  of 
the  day  or  night.  He  is  there  to  watch  over  us,  to 
hear  our  prayers.  We  cannot  live  a  life  apart 
from  woes  and  trials,  but  He  is  present  to  keep 
us  from  falling.  With  a  complete  trust  in  Him, 
we  shall  be  preserved  from  the  power  of  evil ;  our 
soul  shall  be  preserved.  We  shall  be  kept  forever- 
more. 

It's  easy  to  speak  like  this  when  one  is  feeling 
good.  Then  faith  can  be  a  shadowy  power  in  the 
background  of  our  lives,  easy  to  profess  and  talk 
about.  Spring  the  trap  door  of  adversity  beneath 
us,  and  we  are  plunged  into  the  depths  where 
faith  must  become  real,  or  everything  is  lost. 
That's  what  we  mean  when  we  say.  Take  hold  of 
your  faith  and  hang  on.  Any  honest  Christian  will 
admit  of  times  when  life  presented  blows  which 
for  the  time  being  left  nothing  but  faith  in  God 
on  which  to  hang.  That's  when  the  words,  "My 
help  cometh  from  the  Lord,  which  made  heaven 
and  earth,"  become  dynamic  and  powerful  in 
meaning  and  reality  to  us. 

Secure  as  you  may  feel  in  today's  circum- 
stances, better  be  certain  that  you  have  a  full 
measure  of  Christian  faith  to  hold  you  now,  and 
when  the  going  gets  rough.  W.  S.  B. 
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The  Inspiration 

of  a 

Life  of  Prayer 

Rev.  H.  William  Fells 


SCRIPTURE   LESSON:    MATTHEW  26:36-46 


MANY  DEFINITIONS  have  been  given  for 
prayer  and  perhaps  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
truth  in  every  definition.  But  this  morning,  we 
would  not  define  prayer  for  you,  we  would  rather 
inspire  you  to  a  life  of  prayer  similar  to  that  of 
the  Master.  We  feel  definitely  that  the  answer  to 
the  problems  of  the  world  today  are  found  in 
such  Scripture  verses  as  II  Chronicles  7:14,  "If 
my  people,  which  are  called  by  my  name,  shall 
humble  themselves,  and  pray,  and  seek  my  face, 
and  turn  from  their  wicked  way;  then  will  I  hear 
from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  sin,  and  will 
heal  their  land.  Dr.  Charles  Fuller,  of  the  Old 
Fashioned  Revival  Hour  Radio  Program,  in  his 
paper  entitled  Heart  to  Heart  Talk,  for  February 
1956,  paraphrases  a  scripture  verse  and  finds  this 
wonderful  lesson.  Quote,  "He  that  SAVETH  his 
time  from  Prayer,  shall  lose  it.  And  he  that 
LOSETH  his  time  FOR  COMMUNION  WITH 
GOD  shall  FIND  it  in  BLESSING." 

With  these  thoughts  in  mind  I'egarding  prayer 
and  its  value  for  us  today  let  us  consider  the 
verses  read  in  your  hearing  from  Matthew  26. 
Here  we  see  the  Master  entering  the  garden  with 
his  disciples.  But  from  whence  had  they  come? 
They  had  just  been  united  in  the  upper  room  for 
the  last  supper.  It  was  here  that  the  Lord  taught 
many  things.  Among  them:  Humility  through 
the  feet  washing  service.  The  observance  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  by  the  Church.  There  is  none  other 
name  given  under  heaven  whereby  man  can  be 


(One  in  a  series  of  radio  messages  given  over 
WATG,  Ashland,  Ohio,  during  March  1956.) 


saved,  than  His.  There  is  salvation  in  none  other. 
And  this  salvation  is  only  for  those  who  believe 
on  His  name  without  reservation.  Service  to  the 
Holy  God  is  the  greatest  thing  that  can  consume 
the  lives  of  human  beings  here  in  this  life. 

What  had  been  the  effect  upon  the  disciples? 
When  the  statement  was  made  that  one  of  these 
who  had  traveled  with  Him  for  these  three  and 
one-half  years  would  betray  Him,  the  disciples 
sat  stunned  and  then  began  asking,  "Is  it  I?" 
Jesus  has  told  one  of  them  that  he  would  deny 
Him  yet  that  night  and  that  one  had  answered, 
"Though  I  should  die  with  thee,  yet  v/ill  I  not 
deny  thee."  And  then  all  the  other  ten,  for  the 
one  who  was  to  betray  Him,  had  left  and  gone 
out  to  do  so,  began  to  say  the  same  thing.  None 
of  them  could  be  guilty  of  denying  Him,  let  alone 
betraying  Him,  yet  before  the  next  few  hours 
were  over  that  is  exactly  what  would  happen. 

This  is  the  background  against  which  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  entered  in  the  Agony  of  Gethsemane  on 
this  the  darkest  night  in  the  history  of  all  man- 
kind. The  eight  disciples  were  left  at  the  gate, 
and  the  three  that  seemed  to  follow  closest  were 
invited  to  go  into  the  Garden  with  the  Lord. 
These  three,  Peter,  and  James  and  John  were  the 
ones  taken  up  on  the  mount  of  Transfiguration. 
They  had  had  the  mountain  top  experience  of 
being  in  the  presence  of  Moses  and  Elijah  and 
Jesus  in  the  transfigured  Lord,  but  this  had  not 
prepared  them  for  this  moment. 

Jesus  felt  the  weight  of  the  entire  world  upon 
His  shoulders  at  this  hour.  And  He  knew  that 
He  must  bear  this  cross  alone,  so  He  went  a  lit- 
tle farther  and  fell  on  His  face,  and  prayed. 
This  one  who  claimed  to  be  the  Divine  Son  of 
God  had  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  preparation 
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for  this  experience  that  v/as  to  come  to  Him. 
Having  worked  as  a  carpenter  for  some  18  years, 
building  a  strong  healthy  body  that  would  be 
able  to  stand  the  strain  that  was  to  be  put  upon 
it,  such  as  going  without  sleep  and  food,  being 
whipped  with  a  cat  of  nine  tails,  having  his  back 
laid  bare.  But  above  this  He  had  spent  long 
nights  in  the  mountain  praying  and  in  fellowship 
with  His  Father  in  Heaven  that  He  might  know 
upon  whom  to  call  in  the  hour  of  ciises. 

The  first  time  that  Jesus  went  a  little  farther 
and  prayed  we  see  all  of  His  humanity  showing 
clearly,  when  He  said.  Father,  if  it  be  possible, 
let  this  cup  pass  from  me;  nevertheless  not  as  I 
will,  but  as  thou  wilt.  Then  He  returned  to  where 
His  disciples,  those  three  who  seemed  to  be 
closest  to  Him,  lay  sleeping.  How  His  heart  must 
have  cried,  "I  am  all  alone."  And  He  awakened 
the  disciples  to  ask  if  they  could  not  watch  with 
Him  one  hour. 

Then  He  returned  to  that  spot,  but  this  time 
He  prayed  a  different  prayer.  It  was  a  prayer 
of  resignation  to  the  Father's  will,  "Father,  if  this 
cup  may  not  pass  away  from  me  except  I  drink 
it,  thy  will  be  done."  And  again,  after  sweating, 
as  it  were,  great  drops  of  blood,  He  returned  to 
find  the  disciples  asleep  again.  This  time  His 
heart  was  so  heavy  that  He  did  not  awaken  them 
but  returned  once  again  to  His  own  spot.  And 
again  the  prayer  of  complete  resignation  to  the 
Father's  will,  without    any    hesitancy,    "0    my 


Father,  if  this  cup  may  not  pass  away  except  I 
drink  it.  Thy  Will  Be  Done." 

Then,  and  only  then,  was  He  ready  to  return  to 
the  sleeping  disciples  and  after  telling  them  to 
sleep  on.  He  awakened  them  with  the  words.  Be- 
hold the  hour  is  at  hand,  and  the  Son  of  man  is 
betrayed  into  the  hands  of  sinners.  Rise,  let  us 
be  going:  behold,  he  is  at  hand  that  doth  betray 
me. 

With  all  of  our  definitions  of  prayer,  com- 
munion with  God,  petition  to  God,  the  soul's  sin- 
cere desire  to  express  to  God  the  feelings  within 
one's  breast,  are  we  truly  able  to  pray  as  He  did, 
Not  my  will  but  thine  be  done. 

You  v*^ho  have  burdens  that  no  one  else  knows 
of  today,  sickness  in  the  family,  loved  ones  on 
death  beds,  trouble  between  members  of  the  fam- 
ilj^  those  of  you  who  are  about  to  be  united  in 
marriage  with  the  one  you  have  chosen  to  live 
with  until  death  do  you  part,  those  of  you  who 
are  about  to  become  parents,  those  of  you  who 
are  parents  already  and  are  driven  to  distraction 
with  the  problems  of  being  parents,  you,  no  mat- 
ter what  your  situation  is  today,  even  if  you  feel 
as  though  the  whole  world  rested  on  your  shoul- 
ders, you  who  have  left  those  three  or  so  who 
mean  the  most  to  you,  and  you  have  gone,  in  all 
your  humanity,  to  God,  with  your  petitions,  to 
try  and  find  God's  protection  and  guidance,  have 
you  sincerely  and  without  reservation  prayed 
NOT  MY  WILL  BUT  THINE  BE  DONE?  Are 
you  willing  to  lose  that  loved  one  so  cherished  by 
you  just  now?  Are  you  willing  that  God  should 
intervene  in  your  plans  for  marriage  or  for  the 
plans  for  little  ones  in  your  home  ?  What  ever  it 
may  be,  go  with  the  Master  into  the  Garden  of 
Gethsemane  and  pray  NOT  MY  WILL  BUT 
THINE  BE  DONE.  Therein  and  only  therein  can 
you  have  the  peace  in  your  soul  that  you  so  much 
desire. 

Ashland,   Ohio. 
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NECESSITY  AND  OPPORTUNrTY 

•"E  ACKNOWLEDGE  the  goodness  and  power  of 
God  as  we  review  the  work  of  the  past  year  and 
plan  the  missionary  program  for  the  coming  year.  This 
can  be  termed  both  a  happy  time  and  a  sad  time  for 
the  office  staff  and  for  the  Board  members. 

It  is  happy  because  we  are  reminded  of  the  year's  ac- 
complishments and  the  growing  stewardship  in  the 
churches  at  home,  in  Argentina  and  in  Nigeria  as  we  go 
over  the  reports.  Deeds  of  love  and  mercy  as  well  as 
messages  of  love  and  mercy  have  brought  new  hope  to 
many.  These  in  turn  are  being  trained  to  take  their 
places  in  Christian  service.  All  this  tells  something  of 
the  thrilling  story  of  witnessing  for  Christ  at  home  and 
abroad. 

But  these  reports  also  sound  the  heart-cry  of  mis- 
sionaries and  mission  pastors  for  reinforcements.  De- 
scriptions are  given  of  open  doors  where  opportunities 
have  come  to  the  Brethren. 

From  both  Argentina  and  Nigeria  the  appeal  is  the 
same:  "We  need  missionaries."  The  types  of  missionaries 
needed  are  different  in  these  two  fields,  but  in  general 
there  is  a  need  for  teachers,  nurses,  seminary-trained 
men,  technicians  and  other  well-qualified  people  to  create 
literature  and  to  train  nationals  in  Sunday  school  work 
and  in  general  church  leadership.  Along  with  the  appeal 
for  missionaries  is  the  aijpeal  for  resources  to  provide 
adequate  headquarters'  facilities,  schools,  residences  and 
other   needed   buildings. 

In  the  homeland  likewise  there  is  an  appeal  for 
workers  in  Kentucky  and  for  pastors  to  carry  on  the  task 
of  establishing  new  Brethren  churches  in  good  pros- 
pective areas.  Here  again  we  have  an  appeal  for  funds 
to  carry  out  the  home  mission  and  church  extension 
work. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  sadness  fills  our  hearts,  for 
we  recognize  how  multiplied  the  victories  would  be  if  re- 
sources could  be  provided.  The  fact  is  that  at  present 
we  have  neither  the  men  nor  the  money  to  do  all  that 
needs  to  be  done. 

Advance,  however,  marches  on.  More  missionary  can- 
didates are  being  trained  than  ever  before,  and  more 
funds  are  being  provided.  This  gives  hope  for  a  stronger 
witness   to   a   lost   world   within  the   next  few   years. 

We  are  confident  that  advance  will  continue  for  the 
Brethren  because  some  have  determined  to  enlarge  our 
world  witness  for  Christ.  Young  people,  many  of  them 
now  in  College,  are  seriously  considering  the  work  of 
missions.  Many  of  them  have  come  to  the  Board's  office 
to  inquire  about  opportunities,  training  required  and 
other  related  items.  Certainly  God  is  calling  and  young 
people  are  answering. 

We  are  confident  also  that  advance  will  continue  ac- 
cording to  our  willingness  to  do  our  best  for  the  Lord 
and  at  the  same  time  tnist  in  Him  "to  do  exceeding 
abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think." — W.  C.  B. 


MAKE  YOUR  WILL 

—A  CHRISTIAN  WILL- 
WITHOUT  DELAY 

BETTER  EARLY  THAN  NEVER  ...  The  first  rule 
for  making  a  will  is  to   make  it  while  you  are   too 
busy.  You  probably  will  never  make  it  if  you  wait  until 

you  are  not  too  busy, 
It  doesn't  take  long.  It 
doesn't  cost  much.  It 
does  not  mean  that  you 
think  you  are  going  to 
die.  It  will  save  so 
much  trouble,  time  and 
money,  even  hardships, 
for  those  you  love  in 
case  you  die.  It  is  the 
only  way  you  can  con- 
tinue your  contribu- 
tions to  the  Church. 
DO   IT  NOW! 


remember"    '^ 

fCMURCM 

in  yourVI^ILL 


"WHY  BE  SAD  ABOUT  IT?  ...  The  making  of  a 
will,  a  Christian  will,  is  not  a  sad,  to-be-postponed,  sub- 
ject. There  is  no  more  reason  for  talking  hush-hush  about 
planning  for  your  wife  and  children,  your  Church,  your 
charities,  than  about  any  other  element  of  recognized 
financial  wisdom  ...  In  fact,  the  making  of  your  will 
should  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  and  a  thrill  of  happi- 
ness every  time  you  remember  it  and  say,  'Everything 
is  going  to  be  shipshape  for  my  family  and  my 
Church.'  " 

A  CHRISTIAN'S  WILL    ACKNOWLEDGES 

1.  That  everything  he  has  came  from  God. 

2.  That  he  owes  a  debt  to  God  which  can  be  paid  by 
sharing  his  possessions  with  Him  through  His  Church. 

3.  That  a  Will  is  the  only  legal  means  by  which  an 
individual  can  indicate  how  he  wants  his  estate  divided. 
It  is  the  only  means  by  which  a  Christian  can  share  his 
possessions  with  his  Church  and  his  favorite  charities. 
Protect  and  share  your  estate.  Consult  a  good  lawyer — 
and  remember  the  Church  in  your  will." — From  "Making 
a  Christian  Will"  National  Council  of  Churches. 

SHARING  YOUR  CHRISTIANITY 

WITNESSING  has  always  been  an  important  aspect 
of  vital  Christianity.  It  forms  one  of  the  drives 
of  missionary  endeavor.  One  of  the  reasons  for  the  im- 
potence of  Christianity  today  is  that  members  of  the 
faith  fail  to  report  what  they  have  seen  and  what  it 
means  to  them.  Sharing  has  become  a  lost  art  among 
most  of  us.  Is  it  because  we  a}-e  having  no  vital  per- 
sonal experiences  ? 

James  Robertson  says,  "ALL  Christians  must  work. 
What  would  happen  in  battle  if  only  the  officers 
fought?"— Source  Book  on  Spiritual  Life  and  Evangelism. 
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PHIL  LERSCH  ORDAINED 

AT  ASHLAND,  OHIO 

May  6,  1956 


ORDINATION   SEEVICES  for  Phil  Lersch  were  held 
in   the  Park  Street    Brethren    Church    of    Ashland, 
Ohio,  Sunday   morning.   May  6th. 

Phil,  who  was  born  in  Ashland,  the  son  of  E.  P.  Lersch, 
Director  of  Public  Relations  at  Ashland  College,  and  the 
late  Ruth  Ashman  Lersch,  attended  grade  and  High 
School  in  Ashland.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Ashland  College 
and  will  receive  his  Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree  from 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  upon  the  completion  of  his 
thesis  in  June  1957. 

For  the  past  three  years,  Phil  has  served  as  pastor  of 
the  Fairhaven  Brethren  Church  near  Ashland.  He  is  mar- 
ried to  the  former  Jean  Lindower,  of  Ashland,  daughter 
of  Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower,  Dean  of  Ashland  College  and 
Mrs.  Ida  Lindower,  Administrative  Assistant  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Boai-d  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

On  June  11th,  Phil  will  begin  his  work  as  newly-ap- 
pointed  Youth    Director   for   the    Brethren    Denomination. 


The   program  follows: 

Prelude — "Hymn   of   Glory"    Yon 

Hymn — "When  Morning  Gilds  the  Skies" 

Invocation    Response 

Offertory — "Adagio"    from    Sonata     A     Corelli 

Violinist,  Ann   Lindower 

The    Doxology    Congregation 

The  Action   of  the    Church   Calling  for   Ordination 
Mr.  Harry  Weidenhamer,  Church  Moderator 
The  Action  of  the  District  Ministerial  Examining  Board 
Rev.  Charles  Munson 

Anthem — "Sanctus"      .- .  .  Gounod 

Tenor  Solo,  Marlin  McCann 

Ordination    Sermon    Rev.    Clarence    Fairbanks 

"A  Charge  to  a  Young  Minister" 
Hymn — "When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous  Cross" 
The  Scriptural  Charge.  .1  Timothy  3:1-7,  II  Timothy  4:1-5 

Dean  L.  E.   Lindower 
Charge  to  the  Candidate,  Phillip  Lersch 
Dean  Delbert  B.  Flora 
Ordination    Prayer  with    Laying   on    of    Hands 

Dean  Lindower 
assisted   by  Rev.   Munson  and  Rev.    Fairbanks 

Setting   Apart   as    Elder    Dean    Flora 

Declaration   of   Authority  as   Elder   Dean   Flora 

The  Consecration  of  Mrs.  Phillip  Lersch 
as  wife  of  an  Elder 

Charge  to  serve  as  wife  of  an  Elder   Dean  Flora 

Prayer  with   Laying   on   of  Hands    Rev.  Munson 

assisted  by  Dean  Lindower  and  Rev.   Fairbanks 
Hymn— "Rise  Up,   O   Men   of  God" 

Benediction    Rev.  Phillip   Lersch 

Postlude — "Te    Deum    Laudamus"    Claussman 

Rev.    Clarence    Fairbanks,    Pastor 

Jerry  Flora,  Choir  Director 

Mrs.    Joseph    Shultz,    Guest    Organist 


THE  SCRIPTURES   HAVE  NOW 
APPEARED  IN  1,092  LANGUAGES 

SOME  PART  OF  THE  BIBLE  has  been  published  in 
1,092  languages  and  dialects  as  of  December  31, 
1955,  according  to  a  statement  issued  by  the  American 
Bible  Society.  Eight  new  languages  have  been  added  to 
the  list  since  the  last  report. 

Languages  in  which  the  whole  Bible  has  been 
published  207 

Languages  in  which  the  whole  New  Testament 
has  been  published  265 

Languages  in  which  at  least  a  Gospel  or  other 

whole  book  has  been  published 620 

Total  languages  in  which  some  part  of  the 

Bible  has  been   published 1,092 

With    the   publication    of    the    Old    Testament,    by    the 
American  Bible  Society,  the  entire  Bible  is  now  available 


in  Luvale.  This  language  is  spoken  in  Northern  Rhodesia, 
Belgian  Congo  and  Angola,  Africa. 

Complete  New  Testaments  were  published,  for  the  first 
time,  in  six  languages:  Bari  spoken  in  the  Sudan;  Asho 
Southern  Chin  (Bui-ma);  Conob  in  Guatemala;  Gbari: 
Matai  (Nigeria);  Hula  one  of  the  languages  spoken  in 
Papua,  and  Kim   (French  Equatorial  Africa). 

The  American  Bible  Society  added  five  new  languages 
last  year  to  the  list  in  which  it  has  published  the  Scrip- 
tures, three  of  which  are  spoken  in  Mexico:  Chinantec, 
Chontal  of  Oaxaca,  and  Otomi  of  Mezquital.  For  people 
in  the  Philippines,  the  Society  published  the  Gospel  of 
Mark  in  Tiruray  and  also  the  Gospel  of  Mark  in  Tzutujil 
for  a  tribe  in  Guatemala.  Other  Bible  Societies  published 
Scriptures  for  the  first  time  in  Kapauku  (New  Guinea), 
Pila  (Dahomey,  West  Africa)  and  Nyemba,  spoken  in 
Angola. 

There  are  some  80  languages  in  which  short  passages 
or  collections  of  passages  have  been  published,  but  in 
which  no  complete  book  of  the  Bible  has  appeared. 
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BRUSH  VALLEY    BRETHREN,    ADRIAN,    PENNA. 

Our  ministry  here  at  Brush  Valley  Brethren  Church, 
located  approximately  12  miles  in  a  northerly  direction 
from  Kit.tanning,  Penna.,  is  quite  encouraging.  The  young 
people  have  shown  a  growing  interest  in  their  organiza- 
tion, as  well  as  other  affairs  pertaining  to  the  church. 
Those  who  have  for  many,  many  years  attended  this 
church  in  the  valley,  are  making  every  effort  to  support 
and  strengthen  the  much  needed  work  here.  Truly  the 
hai-vest  is  white  for  the  reaping,  but  the  laborers  are 
few. 

i\Irs.  Elverda  Rambsel  and  I  have  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge to  preach  the  Word  of  God  as  He  so  directs,  and 
help  with  all  our  abilities  and  resources  to  meet  the  needs 
of  this  growing  church.  Many  thanks  ai'e  extended  those 
who  in  any  way  lend  their  support  in  prayeis  and  in 
substance.  The  many  fine  people  of  this  congregation  are 
interested  in  Christian  progress,  and  would  appreciate 
your  prayers. 

We  were  very  happy  that  Rev.  Naff  initiated  the 
Boys'  Brotherhood.  The  group  is  small,  the  average  at- 
tendance being  10,  but  the  boys  like  the  fellowship,  and 
are  willing  to  help. 

The  W.  M.  S.  is  maintaining  interest  and  growth 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Grace  Hooks.  Likewise,  the 
Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha,  under  the  supervision 
of  Miss  Bessie  Hooks,  is  maintaining  interest  and 
growth. 

The  Willing  Worker's  Class,  composed  of  single  and 
married  women,  is  very  helpful  in  looking  about  the 
needs  of  the  physical  plant  of  the  sanctuary.  Just  re- 
cently they  bought  new  drapes  and  curtains  for  the 
front  of  the  sanctuary. 

In  February,  the  fathers  and  sons  of  the  Brush  Val- 
ley Brethren  Fellowship  attended  the  Father-Son  ban- 
quet given  at  the  Third  Brethren  Church  of  Johnstown, 
Penna.  It  was  an  enriching  experience  for  all.  As  yet 
we've  been  unable  to  stimulate  a  Laymen's  Organization, 
but  again  we   are   trusting  that  God  will   open  the   door. 

The  Youth  Organization  is  very  encouraging.  The  at- 
tendance has  stayed  between  15  to  20,  but  we  share  a 
nucleus  vitally  interested  in  Christian  growth.  In  March 
they  were  able  to  purchase  a  brand  new  vacuum  sweeper 
for  the  custodian's  work. 

Our  Mid-Week  Bible  Fellowship,  which  meets  Thurs- 
day evenings  at  7:30,  has  been  very  faithfully  attended 
by  those  who  wish  to  learn  what  our  Bible  has  to  say 
to  present-day  Christians.  Attendance  has  increased  suc- 
cessively since  December.  We  hold  question  and  answer 
type  of  discussion. 


Miss  Bessie  Hooks  is  teaching  and  supervising  a  train- 
ing class   in   Personal   Soul  Winning. 

We  were  very  fortunate  to  have  Bob  and  Bea  Bischof 
share  with  95  people  who  were  present  their  experiences 
in  the  wonderful  work  they  have  been  called  to  in  Ni- 
geria. The  brethren  were  blessed  with  this  fellowship. 
They   gave    $37.14    toward    the    mission   work. 

During  our  Pre-Easter  Services  it  was  our  privilege 
to  have  a  variety  of  programs  carrying  the  thought  of 
"The  Cross  of  Christ."  March  28th,  Rev.  Cummings  from 
Kittanning  showed  slides  and  enlightened  us  of  the  Holy 
Land,  particularly  around  Calvary.  On  March  29th,  the 
Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha  held  their  public  service 
which  consisted  of  two  plays.  The  success  of  this  pro- 
gi'am  is  credited  to  Mrs.  Ocy  Hooks,  chairman,  Mrs.  Alma 
Lewis  and  Mrs.  Violet  Hooks.  On  Friday  evening,  the 
30th,  the  pastor  brought  a  message  on  the  suffering  of 
Christ  on  the   Cross,   illustrated   by  a   chalk  talk. 

On  Sunday  morning,  then,  the  church  attended  the 
community  Sunrise  Service  at  the  Limestone  Church  of 
God.  We  had  184  present  for  Easter  Sunday  morning 
service.   In   the    evening,    58    partook    of    Communion. 

One  soul  was  added  unto  the  kingdom  and  the  church 
through  confession,   baptism   and   confirmation. 

David  L.  Rambsel. 

n     a     a 

CHEYENNE 

Through  correspondence  I  learned  about  Brother  Gar- 
ber  undergoing  surgery  and  hoping  he  would  be  able  to 
hold  a  few  meetings  before  Easter.  I  suggested  I  might 
help  him  and!  was  invited  to  do  so.  I  arrived  on  Satur- 
day evening,  March  24th.  That  night  Mrs.  Garber  became 
quite  sick  and  was  confined  to  her  bed  for  more  than  a 
week.  I  preached  on  Sunday  March  25th  and  each  evening 
excepting  Saturday  until  April  8th.  Obstacles  ?  Mrs. 
Garber  ill  in  bed;  a  visiting  son  with  an  infected  jaw 
taken  to  the  hospital  in  serious  condition;  and  many 
others  in  the  congregation  unable  to  attend  on  account 
of  illness.  The  attendance  under  these  adverse  circum- 
stances was  good.  On  Easter  Sunday  morning  the  at- 
tendance was  within  one  of  the  record.  On  the  closing 
Sunday  morning  a  fine  crowd  was  present.  The  carry-in 
dinner  that  day  was  something  to  partake  of.  Then  snow 
began  to  fall  and  at  the  close  of  the  evening  service 
about    two   inches    covered   the   gi'ound. 

My  home  was  with  the  Gai'bers.  And  it  was  a  very 
happy  occasion  for  me.  I  shared  in  the  eating  of  elk,  an- 
telope, and  trout,  all  rare  to  me.  Thank  you  brother  and 
sister  Garber.  My  thanks  to  the  church  for  every  kind- 
ness shown.  May  the  Lord  lead  and  prosper  this  work  and 
its  leaders. 

A    SURPRISE 

Seven  years  ago  I  was  in  Cheyenne.  At  that  time  the 
church  was  about  the  last  building  on  the  fringe  of  the 
city.  TODAY  fine  new  homes  fill  the  area  at  least  half 
a  mile  beyond  the  church;  there  is  a  supei-food  market 
one  square  away;  a  new  school  building  is  to  be  erected 
in  the  area;  and  new  homes  are  being  erected  continu- 
ally. All  this  means  opportunity  for  the  Brethren  church. 
The  door  is  open.  Will   we   walk  in?    Or,  will  we  "pass 
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by  on  the  othei-  side?"  May  we,  as  a  church,  put  every- 
thing behind  this  work  to  make  it  a  monument  to  the 
Lord.  May  we  share  with  them  our  prayers  and  our  sup- 
port. They  need  and  deserve  both. 

MID-WEST  CONFERENCE 

The  Mid-West  conference  is  to  meet  at  Cheyenne  in 
October.  They  are  already  making  ready  for  it.  The  men 
of  the  church  ai'e  building  a  kitchen  in  the  basement.  It 
only  needs  finishing  now.  Plans  for  entertainment  are 
being  carried  forward.  Since  this  church  is  isolated  from 
the  other  churches  of  the  district  a  special  effort  should 
be  put  forth  by  the  Brethren  to  attend  the  conference. 
A  good  attendance  will  help  them.  May  the  Lord  burden 
the  hearts  of  many  to  attend. 

H.  E.  Eppley. 

u      H      H 

QUIET   DELL— CAMERON 

Perhaps  it  is  time  that  we  drop  a  line  to  the  Evange- 
list regarding  the  work  of  Quiet  Dell-Cameron.  We  are 
doing  nothing  spectacular  here  but  are  still  plodding 
along.  On  April  15  we  baptized  four  young  people  and 
took  them  into  church  membership;  two  at  Cameron  and 
two  at  Quiet  Dell. 

Sunday,  April  22nd  was  really  a  red  letter  day  for  the 
Cameron  Church.  It  was  the  occasion  of  our  sixth  Dedi- 
cation Day  Anniversary.  We  had  as  our  speaker.  Rev.  W. 
S.  Crick,  from  Newark,  Ohio.  Rev.  Crick  brought  challeng- 
ing and  inspiring  messages  at  both  the  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions,  both  of  which  were  very  well  attended. 

This  year  we  very  frankly  put  the  main  emphasis  on 
fund  raising  as  we  had  set  as  our  goal  the  raising  of 
enough  funds  in  cash  and  short  term  pledges  to  liquidate 
our  church  debt  within  the  coming  year.  To  do  this  would 
necessitate  the  raising  of  $1,300.00.  As  the  plans  were 
well  laid  and  a  great  deal  of  interest  began  to  be  mani- 
fested even  before  the  day  arrived,  we  were  hopeful  that 
we  might  exceed  our  goal  and  have  some  money  over 
for  much  needed  improvements. 

To  our  surprise  and  delight,  and  bearing  testimony 
that  God  always  rewards  us  even  above  our  fondest 
hopes,  after  a  very  brief  time  devoted  to  the  raising  of 
funds,  and  with  no  undue  pressure,  we  found  that  we 
had  received  the  total  of  $2,533.83.  Actually  the  sum 
was  more  than  this  for  we  received  a  coupon  bearing 
bond,  which  if  we  can  hold  to  maturity,  will  yield  $200.00 
additional. 

That  evening,  Rev.  Crick  spoke  to  a  very  appreciative 
audience   at   Quiet   Dell,   where   he   was    foi-merly   pastor, 


and  where  he  had  more  recently  held  a  meeting,  during 
the  pastorate  of  the  late  Rev.  A.  R.  Baer. 

We  covet  the  prayers  of  the  entire  brothei'hood  in 
our  work  here  with  these  two  small,  but  splendid 
churches. 

Cecil  Bolton,  Jr.,  Pastor. 


THE    SAINT    JAMES    MARYLAND    MEETING 

The  Evangelistic  Meeting  commencing  Monday  night 
April  16  and  closing  on  Sunday  night,  April  29  is  now 
history.  Plans  had  been  made  for  the  meeting  for  months. 
Rev.  L.  V.  King,  of  Louisville,  Ohio,  was  the  Evangelist. 
St.  James  was  Rev.  King's  first  pastorate  after  his  leav- 
ing College.  Naturally  the  people  here  as  well  as  the 
Evangelist  anticipated  the  meeting.  It  had  been  thirty 
years  since  the  closing  of  his  pastorate,  with  two  brief 
visits   to   the   field  soon  after  his  leaving. 

The  two  weeks  seemed  to  go  unusually  rapid.  Calls 
were  made  daily  and  nearly  500  miles  were  driven  over 
this  section  of  the  state  in  the  interest  of  the  meeting. 
The  membership  here  is  widely  scattered.  Friends  of  other 
days  were  present  for  nearly  every  service.  The  average 
attendance  for  the  meeting  was  95.  Rev.  King  was  well 
received  and  the  continued  attendance  indicated  as  much. 
He  made  the  parsonage  his  headquarters.  Mrs.  Ankrum 
had  to  leave  early  for  her  school,  and  thus  the  writer 
and  he  wei-e  on  their  own.  The  Evangelist  was  uncon- 
cerned and  adjusted  himself  very  easily  to  the  matter  of 
looking  out  for  his   own  interests. 

The  total  visual  result  of  the  meeting  consisted  of  15 
coming  forward.  There  were  14  first  confessions  and  one 
coming  from  another  church  receiving  baptism  and  mem- 
bership. The  Sunday  set  aside  for  baptisms,  a  father  and 
mother  came  who  had  had  two  children  come  out  in  the 
meeting.  This  made  a  total  of  17  baptized  and  on  Moth- 
er's Day,  May  13,  seventeen  new  members  were  received 
into  the  membership  of  the  church. 

This  is  the  first  meeting  that  the  writer  had  worked 
with  Rev.  King.  When  he  and  the  writer  were  called  be- 
fore the  Board  following  the  close  of  the  last  sei-vice. 
Rev.  King  was  given  a  check  for  his  sei'vices.  Much  to 
the  surprise  of  the  writer  he  was  given  one  amounting  to 
three  figures  as  a  measure  of  appreciation  for  services 
and  for  expenses.  This  report  can  be  summed  up  in  the 
statement  that  from  start  to  finish  it  was  a  real  pleasure 
to  labor  with  Rev.  King.  Perhaps  the  future  will  bring  us 
together   again. 

Freeman    Anki-um,    Pastor. 
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Sunday  School  Suggestions    by    Joseph  R.  Shuitz 

(Sponsored  by  the  National  Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Brethren  Church) 


TEN  BOOKS 
EVERY  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
TEACHER  SHOULD  OWN 


1.  A  Reference  Bible 

2.  A  Bible  concordance 

3.  A  Bible  dictionary 

4.  "Bible  Handbook"  by  H.  H.  Halley 

5.  "The    Good    News"    (American   Bible   So- 
ciety) 

6.  "Christian     Education     and      the     Local 
Church"  by  J.  D.  Murch 


7.  "Psychology   for   Christian   Teachers"   by 

Alfred  L.  Murray 

8.  "Children  in  the  Bible  School"  by  Lois  E. 
LeBar 

9.  "Principles    of    Teaching     for     Christian 
Teachers"  by  C.  B.  Eavey 

10.     "Jesus  The  Teacher"  by  J.  M.  Price 

(These  books  are  available  through  the  Breth- 
ren  Publishing  Company,  Ashland,  Ohio.) 
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GIFTS  TO  DATE  FOR  BENEVOLENT  BOARD 

July   1,   1955  to  April  9,   1956 
BY  DISTRICTS  (in  round  numbers) 

Southeastern      $    282.00 

Pennsylvania     1,357.00 

Ohio     2,083.00 

Indiana      3,062.00 

Central      488.00 

Mid-West      18.00 

Northern   California    59.00 

Sarasota     54.20 

Tucson    55.05 


Total      $7,458.25 

National    W.    M.    S 1,000.00 


Grand   Total    $8,458.25 

Total   Last   Year    $9,769.29 

Thirty  churches  have  not  as  yet  responded.  Some  have 
increased  their  offerings,  while  others  have  fallen  below 
a  year  ago. 

Here  is  a  list  of  the  churches  giving  above  $200.00 
this   far: 

South    Bend*     $    700.00 

($200.00   from   church;    $500.00   from  Roland 
Obenchain) 

Louisville*      430.94 

Elkhart     359.50 

(Quarterly  report  nor  cash  offering  in  yet) 

Smithville     341.80 

Milledgeville*    341.00 


New  Paris*    331.00 

(Last  year— $111.40) 

Goshen    302.40 

Berlin*    283.84 

Ashland*     260.25 

Hagerstown     229.06 

Vinco*     224.07 

Bryan*    217.00 

New  Lebanon    205.00 

*Indicates  an  increase  over  last  year. 

Some  smaller  churches  who  gave  splendid  offering: 

Tiosa $100.00; Last  year    $  34.00 

Johnstown  II    100.00; Last  year    53.50 

Oakville    70.00;  . .  .  Last  year    10.00 

Offerings  from  Nappanee,  North  Manchester  and  a  few 
other  larger  givers  not   in   yet. 

We  just  MUST  have  a  larger  offering  than  last  year 
to  meet  our  increase  in  Expenses.  Can  we  do  it? 

L.  V.  King,  Treasurer. 


THE  BRETHREN'S  HOME 
Flora,  Indiana 
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A  COMPASS  TO  STEER  BY 

Life  on  the  ocean  is  often  a  stormy  life.  Hail, 
rain,  howling  winds,  thunder  and  lightning,  and 
sometimes  calm  and  sunshine — this  is  a  life  on 
the  ocean.  In  such  a  life  what  could  a  sailor  do 
without  a  compass  to  steer  by? 

There  is  nothing,  perhaps,  he  thinks  of  more  at 
sea,  or  looks  upon  more  frequently  while  steer- 
ing his  ship.  He  hangs  it  in  such  a  way  that  it 
can  be  seen  at  all  times,  night  and  day.  By  this 
j  little  instrument  he  guides  his  ship  over  the  sea, 
and  into  any  port  in  the  world  he  may  desire  to 
go.  Without  his  compass  the  sailor  would  be  in 
constant  danger  of  sailing  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion. 

This  is  a  picture  of  many  a  one  sailing  on  the 
sea  of  life.  Especially  so  in  regard  to  the  boy 
who  is  trying  to  do  something  for  himself.  He 
meets  with  head-winds,  tempests,  and  storms  in 
many  ways.  What  can  he  do  without  a  compass 
to  steer  by?  Here  he  meets  with  opposition  and 
discouragements.  That  is  a  strong  head-wind. 
Then  his  honor  and  honesty  are  put  to  the  test — 
passion  for  amusements,  shows  and  theatres,  rise 
like  stormy  winds.  To  gratify  this  desire  he  must 
spend  his  own  money,  or  that  of  some  other  per- 
son. This  is  a  great  trial,  a  fiery  trial  which  must 
try  him.  These  are  sunken  rocks  and  shoals  on 
which  many  a  dear  boy  has  run  his  bark,  and 
gone  down  to  rise  no  more.  How  can  a  boy  steer 
clear  of  these  hidden  rocks  and  sandbanks?  This 
is  the  question,  Boys. 

I  remember  reading  a  like  question  in  a  book 
many  hundred  years  old.  It  reads  thus:  "Where- 
with shall  a  young  man  cleanse  his  way?"  and 
this  is  the  answer:  "By  taking  heed  thereto  ac- 
cording to  thy  Word."  Thy  Word;  that  is,  God's 
Word,  the  precious  Bible,  "God's  holy  book  of 
truth."  Many  a  dear  boy  leaves  his  quiet  country 
home  for  city  life,  and  finds  a  rough  time  of  it. 
This  reminds  me  of  what  an  old  and  experienced 
sailor  said  to  a  boy  going  to  live  in  the  city.  "Well, 
my  boy,  so  you  are  going  to  try  your  fortune  in 
the  city.  I  tell  you,  it's  a  dangerous  ocean  to 
launch  your  craft  on."  "Yes,  sir,"  answered  the 
lad,  taking  his  Bible  from  his  pocket,  "but  you 
see,  I  have  got  a  safe  compass  to  steer  by." 
"Stick  to  it,  stick  to  it!"  exclaimed  the  old  sailor, 
"and  the  enemy  may  blow  hot  or  blow  cold,  he 
can't  hurt  so  much  as  a  hair  of  your  head." 

This  is  the  compass,  boys,  to  steer  by,  the 
Bible,  the  Holy  Bible.  Make  it  the  man  of  your 
counsel,  and  God  will  make  it  a  lamp  to  your  feet, 
and  a  light  to  your  path. — Selected. 


iCati  to  Spat 


LESLIE.  Thomas  Arthur  Leslie,  age  52,  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Brush  Valley  Brethren  Church,  was  killed  in- 
stantly in  an  automobile  accident,  Jan.  23,  1956.  Born 
Nov.  23,  1903.  His  wife,  Estella,  and  four  children,  sur- 
vive.   Burial,    Brush   Valley  Brethren   cemetery. 

FRENCH.  Cecil  French  died,  Armstrong  County  Hos- 
pital after  a  long  illness.  Born  March  12,  1912,  and  had 
just  passed  his  44th  birthday.  Sui-vived  by  three  daugh- 
ters. Burial,  Brush  Valley  Brethren  cemetery.  Rev. 
Charles    Strater,    Church   of   God,   Kittanning,  assisted. 

David  L.  Rambsel. 


WHITE   GIFT  OFFERINGS 

White  Gift  Offerings  received  since  Febi-uary  17th,  1956: 

Jones  Mills  Brethren  Church   (Additional) .  .$  15.00 

Washington  D.  C.  Brethren   Church    95.33 

Mt.   Pleasant  Brethren  Church    16.00 

Bethlehem  Brethren  Church   85.52 

Falls   City   Brethren   Church    47.99 

Waterloo  Sunday  School   225.00 

Fort  Scott  Brethren   Church    20.00 

Newark   (Ohio)    Sunday  School   25.00 

Hagerstown  Bi-ethren  Church   (Additional)..  5.00 

Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church   18.81 

Individual    Gift    5.00 

Goshen   Brethren  Ch.    (Quarterly  Payment) .  104.10 

Elkhart    Brethren    Ch.    (Quarterly   Payment)  112.00 

Pleasant  Hill  Brethren  Church   (Add'l)    28.41 

Total  Received    $    803.16 

Previously  Reported   $8,815.82 

Total  White  Gift  Offerings  5-8-56    $9,618.98 

Churches  which  have  not  yet  sent  in  their  offerings 
are  urged  to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  that  the 
treasurer  might  close  the  books  for  this  year. 

Henry  Bates — Treasurer. 


ONE  STORY  stubbornly  keeps  place  in  my  memory. 
It  is  of  a  minister  who  on  meeting  a  little  boy  one 
day  asked,  "Sonny  boy,  who  made  you?" 

"Well,  to  tell  you  the  truth,"  the  little  boy  replied,  "I 
ain't  done  yet." 

That  sharp  answer  contains  a  very  wise  bit  of  philos- 
ophy. The  lad  realized  that  he  was  still  on  the  make.  He 
was  growing  up.  The  longer  he  lived,  the  more  oppor- 
tunity life  would  give  him.  So  it  should  be  for  every  one 
of  us — no  matter  what  be  the  days  of  our  years.  Life  can 
be  ever  so  much  more  wonderful  if  we  sincerely  believe 
in  God,  who  doeth  all  things  well.  He  gives  grace  and 
glory  on  an  ever-increasing  scale  as  we  open  to  Him  our 
lives  and  our  souls  and  our  minds. — Reuben  K.  Youngdahl 
in  The   Secret  of  Greatness    (Fleming  H.   Revell   Co.). 
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"Prayer  Tfleeting 
Studies 

'By  G.  T.  §ihner. 


"CHRIST  IN   ME" 

Art  thou  hungering  for  the  fullness 

Of  the  blessing  Christ  doth  GIVE? 
Longing  now  to  learn  the  secret 

Of  the   life   He   bids   thee   live? 
In  His  Word  thine  answer  standeth, 

"Christ  who  is  our  life,"  it  saith; 
Open  now  thy  heart,  and  trust .  Him 

There  to  dwell  henceforth  by  faith. 

Christ,  the  Lord's  Anointed,  reigning 

O'er  the  life  He  died  to  win, 
Daily  shall  reveal  more  fully 

His   great   power,  without,  within, 
What   thou   never   couldst  accomplish 

Shall  His  Spirit  work  through  thee. 
While  thy  soul  this  witness  beareth, 

"  'Tis  not  I,  but  Christ  in  me." 

"In  Him"  dwelleth  all  God's  fullness; 

In  Him,  thou  art  made  "complete"; 
Rise    and    CLAIM    thy    heavenly    birthright. 

Kneeling  at  thy  Father's  feet. 
He  will  never  disappoint  thee; 

Praise  Him  that  the  GIFT  is  thine. 
Then  go  forth  to  live  each  moment 

On   Sufficiency  Divine. 

— Freda  Hanbury  Allen. 

ALL  SHARE  in  the  privileges  of  the  Gospel  alike 
(Eph.  3:6).  Christ  is  to  dwell  in  all  our  hearts 
(Col.  1:27).  "Master,  where  dwellest  Thou"  (Rev.  3:20)? 
He  wants  to  dwell  in  our  hearts  "by  faith"  (Eph.  3:17). 
He  is  IN  our  hearts,  except  we  be  "reprobates" — beyond 
all  redemption  (2  Cor.  13:5).  He  is  in  us  as  the  sap  in 
"the  branches"  (John  15:1-5).  With  Christ  in  the  be- 
liever, the  life  lived  will  not  be  superficial.  Christ  makes 
the  regenerated  spirit  His  abode.  At  the  Transfigura- 
tion the  Lord's  real  nature  burst  forth  before  the  view  of 
man  (Matt.  17:2).  So  with  Christ  enthroned  within  we 
may  be  conscious  of  a  glory  transfiguring  our  lives,  and 
irradiating  the  affairs  of  earth  about  us.  The  Christ-life 
is  revealed  when  we  gladly  die  to  the  energies  and 
promptings  of  the  self-life   (Gal.  2:20)   . 

The  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  secret  of  the  Divine 
life  in  man  is  shown  in  patience  (Rev.  1:9).  He  makes 
all  grace  to  abound  within  us  (Isaiah  32:21).  He  gives 
us  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  (Gal. 
5:20,  23).  Being  literally  formed  within  us.  His  life  is 
manifested  in  our  mortal  body  (2  Cor.  4:10).  Wherein  we 
are   unable.   He   can  for  us    (Phil   4:13). 

We  may  help  manifest  the  Holy  Spirit's  indwelling  by 
a  daily  meditation  before  God  on  Col.  1:27;  by  revereing 
our  bodies  as  the  temple  of  the  indwelling  Lord  (1  Cor. 
3:16);   by  daily  crucifixion  of  self    (Luke    14:26;    1    Cor. 
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15:31);  and  by  delving  deep  into  the  unsearchable  richei 
of  Christ  (Eph.  3:8).  Let  us  be  "partakers  of  the  divin 
nature"   (2  Peter  1:4). 

"Though  Christ  a  thousand  times 

In    Bethlehem    be    born — 
If  He's  not  born  in  thee 

Thy  soul   is   still   forlorn. 

"Go  out- — God  will  go  in; 

Die  thou  and  let  Him  live: 
Be   not  and   He   will   be; 

Wait   and    He'll    all    things    give." 


erson 


Lesson  for  June  3,  1956 
THE  CHURCH  IN  EUROPE 
Lesson:  Acts  16:6-10;  18:5-11 

PAUL  WAS   A    TIRELESS    worker  for   the    Lord.  He' 
could  say  with  John  Wesley,  "the  world  is  my  par-  j 
ish."   He    knew   no    bounds.   He    was   never   satisfied   with 
what  he  had  done,  but  was  always  striving  to  accomplish* 
more  for  his  Lord  and  Master. 

Paul  felt  the  Glow  of  the  Gospel  in  his  heart,  and  could 
not  stop  until  he  had  literally  burned  out  for  Josus 
Christ!  Because  of  this  he  could  say  at  the  end  of  a 
fruitful  life:  "I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished 
my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith"   (II  Tim.  4:7). 

Before  he  could  say  this,  however,  it  was  necessary 
for  Paul  to  carry  the  Gospel  throughout  the  cities  of  Asia 
Minor  and  Southern  Europe.  He  made  three  missionary 
journeys   over  a   period   of  a  little  more   than  10   years. 

Journey  No.  1  was  primarily  centered  in  Asia  Minor 
(Acts  13—15:35).  Journey  No.  2,  described  in  Acts  15:36 
— 18:22,  came  into  existence  when  Paul  said  unto  Barna- 
bas: "Let  us  go  again  and  visit  ovir  brethren  in  every 
city  where  we  have  preached  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  and 
see  how  they  do"  (15:36).  Thus  the  second  tour  was  a 
return  visit  to  the  cities  of  Asia  Minor,  plus  a  trip 
into  Macedonia  and  Greece.  Journey  No.  3  is  outlined  in 
Acts  18:23 — 21:15.  It  consisted  of  a  re-visit  to  the 
Asian  and  European  churches.  This  Journey  took  about 
4  years,  3  of  which  were  spent  in  Ephesus. 

Today's  lesson  transpires  during  the  second  Journey. 
In  it  we  see  evidence  of  the  supervision  of  the  Holy 
Spii'it  over  the  missionary  program  of  the  early  church. 
More  than  this,  we  see  how  the  Apostle  Paul  was  so  in 
touch  with  God  that  he  was  able  and  willing  to  be  di- 
rected by  the   Spirit  in  all  his  activities. 

Having  reached  the  province  of  Mysia  in  Asia  Minor, 
Paul  and  Silas  decided  to  visit  Bithynia,  a  province  just 
northeast  of  Mysia.  "But  the  Spirit  suffered  them  not" 
(16:7). 

What  should  they  do?  It  is  true  that  God  seemed  to 
have  spoken  to    them,    but    did    it   make   "sense"   not    to 
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)reach  in  Bithynia  where  the  Gospel  had  not  yet  gone  ? 
sTotice  what  they  did:  "And  they  passing  by  Mysia  came 
lown  to  Troas."  They  obeyed! 

It  ought  to  be  ordinary  procedure  for  the  Christian  to 
scertain  the  will  of  God  and  move  at  His  bidding.  Un- 
ortunately,  all  too  frequently  can  there  be  found  a 
'hristian  who  is  responsive  to  the  Spirit  of  God!  Paul 
iracticed  what  he  preached.  He  told  the  Christians  in 
lome  that  being  led  by  the  Spirit  is  a  mark  of  Son- 
hip:  "For  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they 
re  the  Sons  of  God"  (Rom.  8:14). 

This  lesson  would  not  be  complete  unless  we  included 
he  truth  of  Acts  16:9.  "And  a  vision  appeared  to  Paul 
n  the  night;  There  stood  a  man  of  Macedonia,  and  prayed 
im,   saying.  Come   over  unto    Macedonia,   and   help   us." 

We  believe  it  to  be  a  Scriptural  principle  that  God 
ever  closes  one  avenue  of  service  without  opening  an- 
ther. Although  the  door  of  service  was  closed  to  Paul 
nd  Silas  in  Bithynia,  God  opened  a  wider  door  in  Ma- 
edonia. 

Had  not  Paul  obeyed  God  when  he  saw  the  vision  of 
he  Macedonian,  we  would  not  be  blessed  today  with  the 
lOok  of  Philippians.  Neither  would  we  have  I  &  II  Thes- 
alonians,  and  I  &  II  Corinthians. 

Paul  knew  that  his  task  was  to  preach  the  Gospel.  He 
Iso  knew,  however,  it  was  important  How,  When,  and 
Vhere,  the  Gospel  should  be  preached.  He  must  do  it  in 
rod's   Way,   and   in   God's   Time,   and  in  God's   Place. 


Young  Men's  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C.  Miller— Topic  Editor 

Month   of  June 


TOPIC— "THE   COURAGE   OF   THE   EARLY 
CHRISTIANS" 
Exhortation  To  Courage.  Joshua  1:1-9. 

Joshua,  a  relatively  young  man,  must  have  been  awed 
y  the  appointment  by  God  to  be  the  successor  of  one 
0  courageous,  powerful,  and  influential  as  Moses.  Yet 
^e  find   no   record  of  Joshua   attempting  to   become   the 

ader  of  the  Hebrews  in  their  long  and  exhausting 
earch  for  the  promised  land.  Throughout  this  passage 
and  especially  verses  5,  6,  7,  9),  God  encourages  Joshua 
be  strong  and  courageous,  promising  Joshua  that  he 
f^ould  be  with  him  always.  A  study  of  the  life  of  Joshua 
isveals  that  although  events  of  paramount  importance 
3ok  place  during  his  time  and  he  was  forced  to  make 
nportant  decisions,  he  remained  faithful  to  God.  His 
)ve  for  and  obedience  to  God  are  summed  up  in  his 
eclaration,  "As  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve 
16  Lord." 

God   Encourages.  Jeremiah   1:6-10. 

Booker  T.  Washington,  born  a  slave  in  1856,  overcame 
[•emendous  difficulties  in  order  to  rise  to  the  distin- 
uished  position  of  the  leading  Negro  educator  of  his 
me.  He  wrote  the  following  concerning  encouragement: 


"I  believe  that  any  man's  life  will  be  filled  with  constant 
and  unexpected  encouragement,  if  he  makes  up  his  mind 
to  do  his  level  best  each  day,  and  as  nearly  as  possible 
reaching  the  high-water  mark  of  pure  and  useful  living." 
In  your  opinion  what  is  the  chief  reason  for  lack  of 
faith  in  God? 

3.  A  Prayer  For  Courage.  Acts  4:23-31. 

The  Apostles,  having  converted  about  five  thousand 
people  (verse  4)  aroused  the  suspicion  and  hatred  of 
the  priests  and  Sadducees.  Consequently  they  were  im- 
prisoned and  questioned  concerning  who  gave  them  the 
authority  to  teach.  Like  the  scores  of  martyrs  who  fol- 
lowed them,  Peter  and  the  other  apostles  faced  persecu- 
tion (even  death).  Remembering  all  this,  their  prayers 
for  courage  have  been  of  even  greater  significance  for 
they  remind  us  that  the  disciples  were  human  beings, 
with  the  same  reactions  to  grave  dangers  experienced  by 
Christians   today. 

4.  Peter's  Courage.  Acts  5:17-29. 

From  Matthew  17:1;  Mark  9:2;  Luke  9:18-33  we  learn 
that  Peter  occupied  an  important  place  among  tfte  dis- 
ciples. At  times  he  was  spokesman  for  the  Twelve  (Mat- 
thew 19:27;  Luke  12:41).  At  times  he  volunteered  the 
answer  to  questions  directed  to  the  group  (Matthew 
16:16;  Mark  8:29).  And  sometimes  Jesus  addressed  Peter 
in  place  of  each  one  individually  (Matthew  26:40).  There 
is  a  contrast  between  the  Peter  portrayed  through  the 
Gospels  and  the  Peter  portrayed  through  the  Acts.  The 
former  Peter  was  often  unsteady  in  his  convictions.  The 
latter  Peter  was  firm  and  steadfast,  courageous,  willing 
to  suffer  imprisonment  and  death  for  the  risen  Christ. 
How  do   you   explain   the   transformation   in   Peter? 

5.  Paul's  Confidence.  Acts  9:23-31. 

The  story  is  told  of  an  orphan  who  was  placed  in  a 
foster  home.  The  first  night  she  said  her  bedtime  prayers 
and  then  added,  "Dear  God,  make  these  people  as  good 
to  me  as  my  own  mother  and  father  were.  Please,  please, 
God,  do  it."  Then  she  paused  and  added  in  a  happy 
tone,  "Of  course,  you  will,  dear  God.  I  know  you  will." 
Paul  displayed  the  same  kind  of  confidence  in  God — 
sincere,  simple,  wholehearted.  His  faith  in  God  exempli- 
fied by  his  confidence  in  God  was  not  the  result  of  an 
emotional  experience,  but  rather  the  outcome  of  serious 
thinking. 

(To  be  continued  next  month.) 
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Wm^    How  About 

Your  Offerings? 

Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  William  Fells,  Treasurer,  and 
address,  Rev.  William  Fells,  232  Sherman  Ave.,  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 

SUMMER   IS  COMIN' 

YES  SIR,  it's  gonna  get  pretty  warm  in  church  before 
long,  then  we  will  have  some  pretty  good  excuses 
for  missing  youth  meetings.  Of  course  we  don't  stop  to 
think  that  in  some  sections  of  the  country  it  is  pretty 
warm  all  year  around;  but  we  who  live  in  the  more  tem- 
perate climate  think  that  when  summer  comes  it  is  too 
warm  to  go  to  meetings  at  the  church.  SO — 

WHY  NOT  PLAN  FOR  IT  NOW? 

WHY  NOT  START  THINKIN'  real  serious  about  your 
summer  youth  sessions  right  now — and  maybe  you  can 
get  the  jump  on  the  gang  and  make  things  really  inter- 
esting. Look  back  on  by-gone  years  and  visualize  (if  you 
dare!)  the  empty  seats  and  the  wilted  group  that  turns 
out  dutifully  for  the  summer  sessions,  wishing  that  they 
could    do    something   else. 

Maywe  we  can  come  up  with  an  idea  or  two.  First 
thing,    let's    remember   that 

School   Is  Out,  and  Days  are  Longer 

Does  church  let  out  when  school  closes  ?  Not  on  your 
life!  In  reality,  this  ought  to  be  a  big  help  to  church 
now  that  the  kids  don't  have  so  many  places  to  go — or 
flunk  something  !^f or  school.  Looks  as  if  church  sort  of 
takes    the    short   end  of  our   lives,  come    to    think   of   it. 

Since  the  days  are  longer  and  there  is  more  light  it 
might  even  help  to  switch  the  time  of  the  youth  meeting 
to  after  the  evening  worship  service,  refreshments  served 
afterward!  There  is  nothing  in  any  of  my  King  James 
versions  of  the  Bible  that  says  the  youth  service  has  to 
be  at  6:30  p.  m.  standard  time.  All  fall  and  winter  long 
we  have  been  going  to  evening  services  about  dark,  and 
it  seems  so  different  to  attend  church  in  the  evening 
when  the  lights  don't  have  to  be  turned  on.  Maybe  chang- 
ing the  time  to  a  later  hour  will  bring  out  the  gang. 
Maybe  they  can  come  to  the  evening  service  in  a  group 
first,  with  a  special  youth  meeting  and  fellowship  after- 
ward.   I'm    sure   the    pastor   wouldn't  oppose   this   idea. 

If  this  idea  doesn't  seem  good  to  you,  or  your  group 
likes  more  activity,  why  not  switch  the  meeting  to  a 
week  night  with  more  activity  and  planned  recreation  be- 
fore the  devotional  meeting?  Take  in  as  much  time  as 
you  like  that  way  at  some  park  or  someone's  country 
home.  Enthusiasm  for  such  a  meeting  might  even  carry 
over  and  bring  the  gang  together  for  the  Sunday  evening 
regular  worship,  giving  the  pastor  a  good  strong  youth 
section    of   singers   and    lively  support. 


HAVE  A  FITTING  THEME 

When  a  place  is  picked  out  fop  the  meeting,  mark  iti 
on  the  activities  calendar  alongside  the  theme  of  the  meet-^ 
ing.  Those  in  charge  can  easily  adjust  their  theme  tc 
suit  the  place  of  meeting.  You  will  be  surprised  how  im- 
portant it  is  to  have  a  good  solid  theme.  The  gospel 
covers  every  phase  of  life  and  fits  any  place.  A  varietj 
of  places  can  give  a  variety  of  meanings  to  Christ  anc 
His  gospel.  Themes  should  be  in  the  planning  for  sum- 
mer meetings  right  now,  with  a  view  to  adapting  thennj, 
to  a  variety  of  places.  j 

Keep  the  summer  programs  a  little  shorter  than  a,% 
other  times  of  the  year,  with  more  singing  and  not  sc 
much  speaking.  More  active  programs  are  better  foi 
warm  seasons.  Remember,  young  people  don't  like  to  wort 
and  play  and  swim  all  week  through  the  summer  months 
and  then  come  to  a  dead  devotional  service.  Keep  the- 
meetings    alive. 

IT  MAY  TAKE  MORE  ADVERTISING 

Because  of  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  summer  life  it  wlBi 
take  more  advertising  of  meetings  to  make  it  sound  in- 
teresting. Bigger  and  better  posters,  clever  announce- 
ments in  the  bulletin,  individual  announcement  on  cards 
can  all  be  used  to  great  advantage  in  the  summer.  Us(, 
of  objects  on  bulletin  boards  are  especially  helpful,  giving 
a  "3-D"  effect.  A  twig  or  branch  on  the  bulletin  boarc 
will  help  to  attract  attention.  It  also  will  give  it  more  lifei 

KEEP  CAMP  IN  MIND  i 

■■  I 

By  now  most   of  the   young  people  who   are  going  tci 
camp  have  their  plans  made.  There  are  others,  however 
who  must  be  introduced  to  the  idea  of  attending  camp 
or  need  a  "push"  to  get  them  to  attend.  Parents  may  no' 
be   sold  on  the  idea,  or  something  else  could  be  holding  | 
them  back.  If  it  is  finances,  the  youth  organization  shouk'i 
be  at  work  on  some  type  of  system  that  will  permit  a| 
least  a  few  to  earn  their  way  to  camp.  If  they  need  t( 
be   sold  on  the  idea,  then  the  youth  meetings  is  a  goo( 
time    to    do    some    advertising.   Perhaps    some    phase   o 
camp  could  be  assimilated  in  the  meetings  so  as  to  star 
them  to  thinking  about  camp.  For  those  who  plan  to  at 
tend  any  way  it  will  be  a  "booster  shot,"  and  for  thos( 
who   have   never  attended  it   might  help  them   to   decidi 
in  favor  of  camp. 

Perhaps  your  group  is  not  located  too  far  from  a  sum 
mer  camp.  If  not,  then  why  not  plan  to  take  your  grou] 
to  visit  camp  some  evening  either  through  the  week,  o 
on  Sunday  evening  for  a  good  meeting?  Get  in  toucl 
with  the  camp  director  before  you  do,  and  let  him  kno'v 
about  how  many  will  be  attending. 

Assign  those  who  attend  camp  the  responsibility  o 
bringing  back  with  them  at  least  one  idea  which  can  b 
used    in    the   regular    youth  meetings. 

Summer  time  could  be  a  wonderful  time  for  youth  i: 
the    church.    Let's    get  the   jump   on    it! 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  OFFERING  DAY 
Goal~$8^00.00 
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by   Helen  Jordan 


"Serve  the  Lord  with  gladness." 

HOW  OFTEN  WE  READ  this  phrase  and  silently 
agree  that  that  is  how  one  ought  to  serve!  Then 
we  are  asked  to  help  in  the  work  of  the  church — as  a 
Sunday  School  teacher,  as  a  worker  in  the  children's  de- 
partment, as  a  pianist,  as  a  member  of  the  choir,  or  in 
some  other  capacity  well  within  our  abilities.  The  ex- 
cuses tumble  over  each  other  explaining  why  we  cannot 
possibly  serve.  The  reason  given  most  often  by  mothers 
is,  "Oh,  I  can't  do  it.  The  children  are  still  small  and 
take  so  much  time.  When  they  aref  older  I'll  be  glad  to 
help." 

Shortly  after  our  son  dame  to  gladden  our  home,  a 
friend  admired  him  properly  and  then  added  thoughtfully, 
"Children  are  great  blessings  from  God,  but  He  does  not 
expect  us  to  use  them  as  excuses  for  not  doing  His 
work." 

Often  that  statement  has  come  back  to  me  when  I've 
been  on  the  verge  of  saying,  "Oh,  I  can't — the  children, 
you  know."  To  my  own  amazement  I've  discovered  many 
times  that  the  children  do  not  interfere  with  the  work 
I've  been  asked  to  do! 

Jesus  said,  "He  that  loveth  son  or  daughter  more  than 
me  is  not  worthy  of  me."  Are  we  using  our  children  as 
excuses  or  do  we  think  of  them  as  blessings  and  then  go 
on  to  serve  the  Lord  with  gladness? 

Mrs.   Robert  Holsinger, 

Warsaw,  Indiana. 

aannnnannannnannnnnnaannnnaaDnnnnnnannnD 
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THE  LAGGING  ENTHUSIASM  for  public  worship  by 
many  persons  in  this  generation  may  be  explained 
by  the  fact  that  they  have  often  left  church  services  with- 
out feeling  that  they  have  been  in  the  presence  of  God, 
and  without  finding  an  answer  to  their  personal  needs. 
Norman  Cousins  says  of  the  church  that  "it  has  become 
one  of  the  values  we  fight  for  instead  of  a  force  in  itself. 
It  is  not  regarded  as  the  working  source  of  wisdom  and 
strength,  but  as  a  factor,  a  respected  possession,  a  shel- 
ter for  conscience." 

We  may  well  ask  whose  responsibility  it  is  if  the 
church  has  become  a  value  for  which  man  fights,  rather 
than  a  force  to  help  him  in  every  hour  of  need.  Part  of 
the  blame  must  certainly  be  borne  by  the  institution  when 
it  has  failed  to  show  men  the  wisdom  of  holding  fast  to 
faith.  But  not  entirely!  The  burden  must  fall  as  well  on 
that  great  company  of  professing  Christians  who  have  re- 
garded the  church  lightly,  and  who  have  sought  numerous 
excuses  to  explain  why  it  is  not  essential  for  them  to 
attend. — G.  Ernest  Thomas  in  Spiritual  Life  in  the  New 
Testament    (Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.). 


SPEAK  TO  US,  LORD 

Speak  to  us,  Lord,  until  our  hearts  are  melted, 
To  share  in  Thy  compassion  for  the  lost; 

Till  our  souls  throb  with  burning  intercession, 
That  they  shall  know  Thy  name,  whate'er  the 
cost. 

Speak  to  us,  Lord,  till  shamed  by  Thy  great  giv- 
ing, 
Our  hands  unclasp  to  set  our  treasures  free ; 
Our  will,  our  love,  our  dear  ones,  our  possessions, 
All  gladly  yielded,  gracious  Lord,  to  Thee. 

— Unknown. 


Christ  died  for  us!  He  took  our  place!  He  bore  our 
sins!  We  are  healed  by  the  stripes  made  on  Him  by  a 
whip.  A  father  had  told  his  son  he  would  send  him  to 
sleep  in  the  attic,  with  only  bread  and  water  for  his  sup- 
per, if  he  broke  the  laws  of  the  home  once  more.  The 
child  disobeyed  again;  the  father  sent  him  to  the  attic.  At 
suppertime  the  father  could  not  eat.  He  had  the  boy  on 
his  mind  and  his  heart.  His  wife  said,  "I  know  what  you 
are  thinking.  But  you  must  not  bring  the  boy  from  the 
attic.  It  would  cause  him  to  disobey  again.  He  would  have 
no  respect  for  your  word.  You  must  not  cheapen  your 
relation  as  his  father  by  failing  to  keep  your  promise." 
To  which  her  husband  replied,  "You  are  right.  I  will  not 
break  my  word.  To  do  so  would  cause  my  son  to  lose  his 
respect  for  my  word.  But  he  is  so  lonely  up  there."  He 
kissed  his  wife  good  night,  entered  the  attic,  ate  bread 
and  water  with  the  boy,  and  when  the  child  went  to  sleep 
on  the  hard  boards,  his  father's  arm  was  his  pillow. 

Every  sinner  has  to  be  punished,  or  else  someone  has 
to  be  punished  in  his  place.  Christ  on  Calvary  was  the  in- 
nocent suffering  for  the  guilty.  He  who  knew  no  sin  wa.s 
suffering  for  the  sinner. — C.  Gordon  Bayless  in  AND  BE 
YE  SAVED  (Revell). 


A  GOSSIPER  SILENCED 

Ruth  A —  was  a  good  woman,  eager  to  be  at 
peace  with  all,  but  when  Susan  R — ^came  in  to 
gossip,  Ruth  was  so  unhappy  that  she  asked  her 
pastor  what  she  should  do  about  the  matter.  He 
prescribed  the  following  remedy: 

"Keep  the  family  Bible  on  the  table,  and  when 
Susan  comes,  and  becomes  too  disagreeable  and 
bothersome,  say  to  her,  'Susan,  you  are  quite  a 
good  scholar;  read  a  Psalm,  and  pray  with  me.  It 
might  do  us  both  good.'  " 

She  did,  and  received  this  answer:  "Another 
time,  Ruth  when  I'm  not  so  busy.  Please  excuse 
me  today." 

There  was  no  more  gossiping  in  Ruth's  house. 
— Selected. 
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GOOD  BOOKS 

Fulfill  So  Many  Needs 

MAY  WE  SUGGEST 

FOR  GIFTS:  Graduation  —  Wedding  —  Birthday 

My  Spiritual  Diary  (By  Dale  Evans  Rogers)  $1.00 

The  Good  News   (New  Testament  illustrated)    .  .       2.00 

Never  A  Dull  Moment  Eugenie  Price 2.00 

Heaven  in  My  Hand  Alice  Lee  Humphreys  2.00 

Angels  in  Pinafores  Alice  Lee  Humphreys    ...      2.00 

FOR  PERSONAL  USE 

Through  Lighted  Windows  (Devotional)   Warren  E.  Reese  2.00 

Phillips'  Translation  of  the  Gospels  2.75 

The  Angel  Spreads  Her  Wings  "Sequel  to  "Angel  Unawares"  2.00 

Unshackled  (Stories  of  the  Pacific  Garden  Mission)    2.00 

Christ  in  Poetry  (A  collection)               -.  .  3.49 

That  Immortal  Sea  By  Leslie  Weatherhead 2.50 

The  Life  We  Prize  By  Elton  Trueblood    .  .  1.49 

FOR  CHURCH  OR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

Growing  in  Stature   (Junior  Worship  Programs)    2.25 

Squaring   Up    (Talks  to  Juniors)     1.50 

A  Year  of  Youth  Programs  &  Activities  2.95 

FOR  CHILDREN 

Bible  Puzzle   Fun  1 .00 
Parables  From  Nature  (Earthly  Stories  with  a 

Heavenly  Meaning)    1.00 

Boy  Wanted — and  Other  Stories,  by  L.  E.  Maxwell  1.00 

FOR  EVERYBODY 

Bibles— all  sizes,  bindings,  types — with  and  without  helps 
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The    Brethren    Publishing   Company 
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A.re   All   T3he   (Children   In? 


I  think  ofttimes  as  the  night  draws  nigih 

Of  an  old  house  on  the  hill, 
Of  a  yard  all  wide  and  blossom -starred 

Where  the  children  played  at  will. 
And  when  the  night  at  last  came  down, 

Hushing  the  merry  din, 
Mother  would  look  around  and  ask, 

"Are  all  the  children  in?" 

Tis  many  and  many  a  year  since  then. 

And  the  old  house  on  the  hill 
No  longer  echoes  to  childish  feet, 

And  the  yard  is  still,  so  still. 
But  I  see  it  all,  as  the  shadows  creep, 

And  though  many  years  have  been 
Since  then,  I  can  hear  my  mother  ask, 

"Are  all  the  children  in?" 

I  wonder  if  when  the  shadows  fall 

On  the  last  short,  earthly  day. 
When  we  say  good-bye  to  the  world  outside, 

All  tired  with  our  childish  play. 
When  we  step  out  into  that  Other  Land 

Where  Mother  so  long  has  been. 
Will  we  hear  her  ask,  just  as  of  old, 

"Are  all  the  children  in?" 


— Selected 
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Items  of  f^eneral   Interest 


LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  The  Bretliren  Youth  were  in 
charge  of  the  morning  ser\'ice  on  May  20th.  Lois  Shan- 
holtz,  who  recently  won  the  Maryland  State  Champion- 
ship in  the  International  Christian  Endeavor  Society  Cit- 
izenship contest,  presented  her  winning  essay,  on  the 
subject,   "I    Speak  for   Christian   Citizenship." 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  Brother  Horace  Huse  was 
the  speaker  for  the  Meyersdale  High  School  Baccalaureate 
Sei-\dce    held    the  evening   of   May    20th. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. Baptismal  services  for  six  were  held  the  after- 
noon of  May  20th. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  From  Smithville  Brethren's 
weekly  paper,  "Cross  Beams,"  we  learn  that  the  congre- 


gation has  approved  the  call  of  Gene  Caskey  as  assistant 
pastor  for  the  summer  months. 

A  full-time  custodian  for  the  church  has  also  been 
hired  by  the  Smithville  Brethren.  Brother  Robert  L.  Hoff- 
man says,  "This  has  been  a  definite  need  for  some  time." 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  The  Junior  Choir  presented 
a  program  of  music  at  the  County  Home  the  afternoon 
of  May  20th. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  "Open  House"  was  held  at 
the  parsonage  the  afternoon  of  May  27th. 

The  S.  M.  M.  public  service  was  held  the  evening  of 
May  27th,  with  Mrs.  Virgil   Meyer  as  the  speaker. 

FLORA,    INDIANA.   Rev.    Ralph    Miller,   nephew   of   a 
former    pastor    of    the    Flora    Church,    Rev.    Baker,    was 
guest  speaker   in   the   Flora   Chuixh    on   May   20th. 
(Continued  on  Page   7) 

(COMING  EVENTS  LISTED  ON  PAGE  7) 
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ELDER  HARVEY  M.  OBERHOLTZER,  for  more  than 
.50  years  a  minister  in  the  Brethren  Church,  died  on  Sun- 
day, May  20th,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in  Cincinnati. 
He  was  80  years  of  age. 

Brother  Oberholtzer  was  a  graduate  of  Ashland  College 
in  190.3.  He  had  served  as  pastor  of  Brethren  Churches 
in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  Nebraska. 
He  retired  about  four  years  ago. 

He  is  survived  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Hofer, 
two  grandchildren  and  three  sisters.  His  wife  preceded 
him   in   death   in   1936. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  thie  Park  Street  Breth- 
ren  Church,  Ashland,  Ohio,  of  which  he  was  a   member, 


on  Wednesday  afternoon,  May  23rd.  Pastor  Clarence  Fair- 
banks officiated.  Interment,  Ashland  Cemetery. 

Many  are  tl^e  lives  through  a  ministry  of  more  than 
fifty  years  which  have  been  influenced  and  inspired  by 
our  brother.  We  pray  God's  blessing  and  comfort  and 
assurance  upon  the  loved  ones  who  survive.  (WSB.) 
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T//?e   Tear   In   "Progress 


MORE  THAN  THREE-FOURTHS  of  our 
Church  Conference  year  of  1955-56  is  past. 
It  is  well,  then,  that  we  give  some  thought  to 
the  progress  (or  regression?)  that  has  taken 
place  since  last  August. 

Certainly  a  Church  like  the  Brethren  Church, 
existing  in  a  day  when  the  population  and  econ- 
omy are  growing,  should  show  some  very  definite 
gains.  Some  absolute  gains  must  be  shown  if  the 
Brethren  Church  is  to  continue  to  hold  its  place, 
percentage-wise,  in  our  civilization. 

Some  questions  we  can  ask: 

1.  How  many  souls  have  found  Christ  as 
Savior  in  your  Church  this  year?  A  glance  at  the 
1954-55  Statistical  Report  (latest  available) 
shows  total  additions  for  that  year  of  1118.  That 
means  that  it  took  18  Brethren  to  win  one  new 
member  to  the  Church  in  one  year!  The  figure  is 
even  more  appalling  when  you  consider  that  of 
those  1118,  more  than  250  were  gained  by  letter, 
reclamation,  or  relation. 

,  We  have  pointed  out  at  previous  times  that  a 
church,  in  order  to  hold  its  own,  must  increase 
its  membership  by  10%  each  year.  Such  a  gain 
is  needed  to  off-set  losses  through  death,  letter, 
moving  away,  indifference,  and  miff-tree.  It  hap- 
pens in  every  church  and  it  happens  all  the  time. 

To  make  any  gain  at  all,  a  church  must  add 
new  members  at  the  rate  of  at  least  15%  each 
year. 

Relatively  few  new  members  in  a  church  come 
by  letter  (10%,  perhaps).  It  is  self-evident  that 
the  great  need  in  our  churches,  then,  is  evangel- 
ism. From  the  pulpit,  we  must  have  an  evange- 
listic gospel,  firing  the  people  to  a  passionate. 
Spirit-directed,  concern  for  the  souls  of  men. 
From  the  pew,  we  need  an  unreserved,  "Lord, 
what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?"  When  St.  Paul 
said  those  words,  unreservedly,  he  became,  in 
Christ,  the  greatest  missionary  that  ever  lived. 


Only  when  we  yield  ourselves  to  the  Lord,  as 
did  Paul,  will  we  have  the  answer  to  survival  as 
a  Denomination. 

The  second  question  we  can  ask  at  the  three- 
quarter  milestone  is: 

2.  How  much  have  we  given  this  year?  The 
Co-Ordinating  Finance  Committee,  last  Confer- 
ence, suggested  a  minimum  standard  of  giving  of 
$1.00  per  member  per  month  for  Denominational 
work.  For  a  church  of  200  members,  this  would 
make  $2400  for  the  year.  (Naturally  many  mem- 
bers of  a  church  will  give  much  more  than  the 
minimum — it  helps  to  balance  the  many  in  a 
church  who  give  nothing.)  (Some  in  a  church  are 
able  to  give  much  more  than  others,  too). 

We  have  just  completed  a  year's  cycle  of  De- 
nominational offerings.  Beginning  in  October  and 
continuing  through  May,  there  have  been  7  such 
offerings.  We  suggest  to  each  church  to  look  at 
your  records  for  those  offerings.  Total  the 
amount  for  all  of  them.  Multiply  your  book  mem- 
bership by  12.  Divide  that  figure  into  your  total 
giving  to  Denominational  offerings.  What  did  you 
get?  100%?  80%?  75%?  Or  was  it  nearer 
40%?  or  30%?  Using  the  1954-55  Statistical  re- 
port again,  we  find  that  according  to  the  sug- 
gested minimum  standard  of  giving,  the  Denomi- 
national average  was  46%. 

This  means  that  our  Denominational  program 
— the  outreach  of  the  Church — is  running  at 
about  one-half  of  its  "minimum  speed!" 

(We  realize  that  we  are  comparing  one  year's 
work  with  another  year's  challenge;  it  but  helps 
to  point  out  the  need  of  the  challenging  stew- 
ardship program  which  we  have  this  year.  It  is 
our  prayer  and  hope  that  this  year's  statistics 
will  prove  the  merits  of  our  challenge). 

The  third  question  we  can  ask  is: 

3.  How  much  time  are  we  giving  to  our 
church?  There  are  many  faithful  workers  in  our 

(Continued   on  Page   7) 
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ISAIAH  26:3,  "THOU  WILT  KEEP  HIM  IN 
PERFECT  PEACE,  WHOSE  MIND  IS  STAYED 
ON  THEE,  BECAUSE  HE  TRUSTETH  IN 
THEE." 


r^vsxL-x^ 


L 


ET  US  STUDY  the  verse  phrase  by  phrase. 


THO'U  WILT— WHO?  This  would  be  the  per- 
son that  Isaiah  met  in  his  vision  ,"high  and  lifted 
up,"  and  in  the  4th  verse  of  the  26th  Chapter 
we  read  the  Lord  JEHOVAH  "is  everlasting 
strength."  Who  is  this  Jehovah  God?  In  Psalm 
135:5  the  answer  is  "For  I  know  that  the  Lord 
is  great,  and  that  our  Lord  is  above  all  gods." 
Deuteronomy  4:31  tells  us  that  He  is  a  merciful 
God.  II  Chronicles  30:9  echoes  this:  "Your  God 
is  a  gracious  and  merciful  God."  I  Kings  18:39 
tells  us  that  the  "Lord  He  is  God."  But  what 
does  such  a  great  and  wonderful  God  of  gracious- 
ness  and  mercy  have  to  do  with  our  world?  We 
read  in  Psalm  24:1  that  "the  earth  is  the  Lord's 
and  the  fulness  thereof,  the  world  and  they  that 
dwell  therein."  Therefore  we  find  that  this  great 
God  above  all  gods  is  in  control  of  this  world 
of  ours.  We  are  His  people,  and  the  sheep  of  His 
pasture.  This  is  the  One  who  will. 


(One  in  a  series  of  radio  messages  given  aver 
WATG,   Ashland,   Ohio,   during   March    1956.) 


WHAT  WILL  HE  DO?  He  will  keep.  And  how 

does  He  do  this?  It  is  most  perfectly  explained 
in  I  Chronicles  29:11,  "Thine,  0  Lord,  is  the 
greatness,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory  and  the 
victory,  and  the  majesty:  for  all  that  is  in  the 
heavens  and  in  the  earth  is  thine;  thine  is  the 
kingdom,  0  Lord,  and  thou  art  exalted  as  head 
above  all."  What  does  one  need  beside  the  great- 
ness, the  power,  the  glory  and  the  victory,  and 
the  majesty  to  keep  all  that  are  His?  In  the  New> 
Testament  the  Lord  has  promised  never  to  leave 
us  nor  forsake  us;  that  he  will  be  with  us  even 
unto  the  end  of  the  world. 

WHO  WILL  HE  KEEP?  In  this  verse  it  is 
explained  that  He  will  keep  anyone  whose  mind 
is  stayed  on  Him.  In  the  New  Testament  again 
we  read,  John  3:16,  "Whosoever  believeth  in 
Him";  Revelation  21:7,  "He  that  overcometh 
shall  inherit  all  things;  and  I  will  be  his  God, 
and  he  shall  be  my  son."  In  the  same  book,  chap- 
ter 22,  verse  17,  the  answer  is,  "And  whosoever  i 
will,  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely." 
Therefore  our  answer  here  is,  any  man  who  will 
believe  and  overcome  the  world  around  him,  and 
keep  his  mind  stayed  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  i 
will  be  kept  by  the  Lord. 

IN  PERFECT  PEACE.  Not  only  will  he  be 
kept,  but  he  will  be  kept  in  perfect  peace.  This 
is  difficult  for  us  to  understand  ,  living  in  a 
world  where  peace  is  something  that  many  peo- 
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pie  speak  of,  but  few  seem  to  know  anything 
about.  But  this  is  not  the  only  reference  to  this 
perfect  peace.  Philippians  4:6  and  7  include  the 
words:  "Be  careful  for  nothing;  but  in  every- 
thing by  prayer  and  supplication  with  thanks- 
giving let  your  requests  be  made  known  unto 
God.  And  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  un- 
derstanding, shall  keep  your  hearts  and  minds 
through  Christ  Jesus,"  Jesus  has  further  word 
on  peace  in  John  14:27  when  He  says:  "Peace 
I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you:  not 
as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your 
heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid."  The 
angels  sang  of  "Peace  on  earth"  in  the  2nd  chap- 
ter of  the  Gospel  according  to  Luke.  Perfect 
peace  that  passeth  all  understanding  given  by  the 
Master  for  the  earth,  and  the  people  have  not 
learned  how  to  receive  it.  This  wall  be  taken  up 
in  the  next  phrase. 

WHOSE  MIND  IS  STAYED  ON  THEE?  How 
does  one  stay  his  mind  on  the  Lord  Jehovah? 
In  Philippians  the  4th  chapter  the  8th  verse  we 
read:  "Finally  brethren,  whatsoever  things  are 
true,  whatsoever  things  are  honest,  whatsoever 
things  are  just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure, 
whatsoever  things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things 
are  of  good  report;  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if 
there  be  any  praise,  think  on  these  things."  And 
as  St.  Paul  continues  in  the  ninth  verse  he  adds 
more  to  our  quest:  "Those  things,  which  ye  have 
both  learned,  and  received,  and  heard,  and  seen 
in  me,  do:  and  the  God  of  peace  shall  be  with 
you."  How  do  we  face  this  world?  Positively, 
thinking  on  the  things  that  are  true,  honest,  just, 


pure,  lovely,  of  good  report,  and  filled  with  vir- 
tue? Just  one  example:  How  positive  did  you  feel 
about  the  weather  this  morning.  When  you  were 
awakened  by  the  alarm  and  became  aware  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  more  snow,  and  even 
though  you  heard  the  weather  report  and  knew 
there  would  be  snow,  how  did  you  feel?  You  did 
not  want  to  arise  and  face  the  task  of  getting 
husband  and  children  off  to  work  and  to  school. 
You  did  not  send  them  out  with  a  positive  that 
the  snow  was  for  our  good  and  that  the  great 
God  knew  what  was  best.  If  you  did  then  you  can 
truly  say,  that  you  did  think  on  the  items  listed 
above. 

BECAUSE  HE  TRUSTETH  IN  THEE.  This  is 
the  last  phrase  in  our  verse  for  today,  and  so 
many  times  we  hear  this  verse  quoted  without 
this  phrase.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  part  of 
the  answer  as  to  how  our  minds  can  be  stayed  on 
God,  Have  you  ever  looked  into  the  face  and 
eyes  of  a  bride  and  groom  as  they  were  repeat- 
ing the  wedding  vows,  or  just  a  few  minutes  af- 
terward, at  least.  There  you  see  a  perfect  trust. 
For  better  or  for  worse,  they  will  go  all  the  way 
for  each  other.  The  trust  that  is  in  a  little  child's 
face  as  he  walks  along  holding  father's  big  hand 
is  another  illustration.  We,  in  the  United  States, 
have  built  up  great  trust  funds,  with  the  proper 
authorities  behind  them.  If  one  of  you  were  to 
receive  notice  that  you  had  been  mentioned  in  a 
will,  and  a  large  sum  of  money  was  left  to  you, 
you  would  not  doubt,  even  though  you  could  not 
see  the  money.  All  you  have  is  a  piece  of  paper, 
yet  you  trust  and  believe  that  the  money  is 
yours.  We  have  a  whole  book  of  promises  that 
this  perfect  peace  can  be  ours,  if  we  trust  in  Him. 

Ashland,  Ohio. 
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HIGH  LIGHTS 

From    the   Missionary    Board  Meeting 

TN   ITS    RECENT    QUARTERLY   MEETING,    the     Mis- 

sionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  set  up  the  new 
budget  for  the  fiscal  year,  beginning  July  1,  and  made 
some  important  decisions  affecting  other  areas  of  the 
work.  The  Board  met  all  day  on  Tuesday,  May  15,  with 
Reverend  Riddle,  first  vice-president  in  charge  of  the 
business. 

In  keeping  with  the  policy  of  reducing  the  support  of 
mission  churches  each  year,  most  mission  church  allow- 
ances were  reduced — some  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
churches  involved — to  make  possible  the  extension  of 
work   into  new   areas. 

Sarasota,    Florida 

The   Board   voted   to   call   Reverend   Lyle   Lichtenberger 

to  Sarasota  as  pastor,  beginning  September  1.  Reverend 
Lichtenberger  has  accepted  the  call.  The  Sarasota  breth- 
ren, in  characteristic  "on-their-toes"  fashion  have  already 
pledged  themselves  to  purchase  a  house  for  their  new 
leader.  The  next  step  seems  to  be  providing  a  church 
building. 

The  Ten  Dollar  Club 

The  call  of  the  Ten  Dollar  Club,  issued  last  September, 
has  resulted  in  the  receipt  of  $5,890.00  for  the  Sarasota 
Church  thus  far.  Even  the  most  optimistic  of  us  can't 
conceive  of  a  church  being  built  with  this  amount;  there- 
fore the  Board  has  authorized  another  Ten  Dollar  Club 
call   to  be  issued   about  June   1. 

This  call  will  not  be  merely  a  reminder  to  those  few 
who  have  not  paid  for  the  Sarasota  call;  it  will  be  an- 
other call — a  new  call — for  more  funds.  We  agreed  not 
to  call  more  than  twice  a  year,  and  this  will  make  only 
the  second  call  in  one  year. 

AND  ANOTHER  THING— please  take  note:— Just  be- 
cause this  is  called  the  Ten  Dollar  Club  does  not  limit 
you  in  your  giving  to  ten-dollar  gifts.  GIVE  ANY 
AMOUNT  in  answer  to  the  call — ten  dollars  is  the  min- 
imum for  which  we  are  asking.  LET'S  HELP  SARA- 
SOTA! 

Lost  Creek 

Dorman  and  Joan  Ronk  met  with  the  Board  to  report 
on  progress  at  Lost  Creek;  they  showed  pictures  of  the 
building  in  progress — and  pi'ogress  is  really  being  made. 
The  parsonage  is  nearing  completion  and  the  Drushals 
should  soon  be  able  to  move  into  it.  (Those  of  you  who 
haven't  been  down  within  the  past  year  should  go  and 
see  for  yourselves  the  improvements  that  have  been 
made.) 

Now  most  of  the  funds  for  the  classroom  building  have 
been  used  (Less  than  $1,000  remains  of  all  funds  given); 
more  than  twice  the  amount  received  for  the  parsonage 
has  been  spent,  and  about  twice  the  amount  budgeted 
for    general    maintenance    this    year    has    been    spent — in 


fact,  more  than  $25,000.00  has  been  spent  at  Lost  Creek 
this  past  year.  The  board  would  like  for  Dorman  to  put 
the  Classroom  building  in  usable  condition  before  he 
leaves,  but  it  will  take  more  funds!  Brethren,  if  we  are 
concerned  about  the  future  at  Lost  Creek,  we  must  give 
to    support    it. 

Home   for   the   Bylers 

A  recent  communication  from  Rob  Byler  notified  the 
Board  of  a  property  immediately  available  as  a  home 
for  them.  This  property — very  desirable  and  in  a  fine 
location — because  of  rising  prices  will  cost  considerably 
more  than  the  originally-anticipated  price  (their  share 
of  the  cost  for  a  house  separate  from  the  headquarters 
building).  However,  the  Board  authorized  the  purchase, 
and  a  cable  has  been  sent  to  this  effect.  If  the  property 
is  not  sold  to  someone  else  before  the  cable  arrives  in 
Buenos  Aires,  the  Bylers  should  soon  be  in  a  new  home. 
Headquarters  Building 

The  headquarters  building,  purchased  in  Buenos  Aires 
last  fall  will  soon  be  undergoing  reconstruction  to  pro- 
vide a  recording  room  for  radio  broadcasting  which  can 
double  as  an  assembly  room  until  further  construction  be- 
comes advisable.  (It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
property  was  purchased  solely  for  its  location  value;  the 
building  itself  was  not  worth  a  great  deal.)  The  Ham- 
mond electric  organ  will  soon  be  shipped  from  New  York 
for  use  in  radio  broadcasting  and  in  the  services  of  wor- 
ship. 

Phoenix 

Survey  and  cultivation  of  the  field  is  continuing  at 
Phoenix,  Arizona,  under  the  leadership  of  Reverend  Ver- 
non Grisso,  pastor  at  Tucson,  Arizona.  Since  the  prelim- 
inary survey  by  General  Secretary  Berkshire  last  Feb- 
ruary revealed  a  number  of  Brethren  people  living  in 
Phoenix  who  are  eager  for  a  church  of  their  own  faith, 
the  advisability  of  establishing  a  new  mission  point  there 
is   being  considered. 

Missionary  Candidate 

The  initial  application  of  another  missionary  candidate 
was  accepted  at  this  meeting  of  the  Board.  (We  now  have 
eight  candidates  in  preparation — some  only  provisionally 
accepted,  of  course — but  looking  toward  Argentina  and 
Nigeria.) 


oaaaaaappaggnaaDaDaanangaannqnaD 
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BUILDING  IN  HIGI-LAND 

(Mbororo    Station) 

Funds  have  been  sent  ($3,000.00)  to  begin  work  on 
the  Mbororo  Station  in  Higi-land.  The  workmen  are  now 
stock-piling  lumber,  cement,  etc.  During  the  rainy  season 
(about  July)  foundations  will  be  laid  to  be  ready  for  ac- 
tual construction  of  the  buildings  when  the  rains  end. 
The  funds  for  this  building  program  are  being  provided 
by  the   National  Woman's   Missionary   Society. 
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THE  EDITOR'S   PULPIT 

THE  YEAR  IN  PROGRESS 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

churches.  Many  are  spending  hours  in  prayer, 
I  concern  for  and  working  for  the  lost,  on  com- 
jmittees,  etc.  Many  more  never  turn  a  hand  to 
'help  the  program  of  the  church.  From  another, 
jwe  quote:  "Nobody  should  join  a  congregation 
vi^ho  did  not  intend  to  put  in  at  least  one  hour  a 
week  for  the  church,  not  counting  attendance  at 
worship    services   and  organizational    activities." 

My,  that  sounds  like  a  big  order!  Can  you  im- 
agine what  could  be  done  in  a  church  of  200 
members  with  200  hours  of  available  service 
each  week?  Hour  of  prayer  for  the  lost.  Hours 
of  personal  work  in  reaching  their  souls  for 
Christ;  hours  of  planned  activity  for  boys  and 
girls  and  youth;  hours  of  ministration  to  elderly 
i people  in  the  church;  hours  of  helping  needy 
families  in  the  church's  area; — all  done  in  the 
name  of  Christ!  (Let  none  say  they  are  incapa- 
ble of  doing  "something"  for  the  church. 
Even  physically  incapacitated  or  shut-in  mem- 
bers can  pray  for  the  church  and  its  program, 
one  hour  each  week). 

At  this  three-quarter  mark,  there  are  indica- 
tions that  we  have  come  a  long  way.  As  we  have 
reviewed  the  total  program  we  find  that  we  still 
have  a  long  way  to  go,  and  the  time  is  so  short! 
We  are  sure  that  the  application  of  our  money 
and  our  time,  in  the  vision  of  the  greater  pro- 
gram of  the  Church,  at  home,  Denominationally 
and  eternal,  will  result  in  a  great,  God-blessed  in- 
crease of  souls  won  to  Christ  for  eternity. 
W.  S.  B. 


INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  The  Father-Son  banquet  was 
held  the  evening  of  May  14th. 

WABASH,  INDIANA.  COLLEGE  CORNER  BRETH- 
REN. From  the  College  Corner  bulletin  we  learn 
that  "Ralph  Miller,  a  former  member  of  this  church,  re- 
united with  the  membei-ship  here  (May  13th).)  At  a 
called  business  meeting  ...  he  was  given  a  call  to  the 
ministry  of  the  Gospel  in  the   Brethren  Church." 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  The  Father-Son  banquet  was 
held  the  evening  of  May  22nd,  with  Sheriff  Vernon  Cripe 
as   speaker. 


COMING  EVENTS 

ADRIAN,  PENNA.  BRUSH  VALLEY  BRETHREN. 

Evangelistic   services,   June    11-24.     Rev.    Clarence     Fair- 
banks, Evangelist;   Rev.   David   L.   Rambsel,  Pastor. 


MIAMI  VALLEY  BRETHREN  YOUTH 
RALLY 

West  Alexandria  Brethren  Church 

West  Alexandria,  Ohio 

Sunday,  June  10,  19.')6 

Registration  3:30-4:00 

Afternoon  Service  4:00-.'):30 

Special  Speaker  at  7:00  p.  m.  service 

NORTHEASTERN  OHIO 
JUNIOR  BRETHREN  YOUTH  RALLY 

Ages  7  through  12 

Saturday,  June  9th 

11:00  A.  M.  to  3:00  P.  M.  D.  S.  T. 

Trinity  Brethren  Church,  Canton,  Ohio 

7th  and  Gibbs,  N.  E. 

There  will  be  a  35c  registration  fee,  which  will 

take  care  of  noon  meal.  An  offering  will  be  taken 

to  help  get  this  group  started. 

Send  reservations,  no  later  than  June  5th,  to: 
Rev.  Robert  Keplinger 
1234  23rd  St.,  N.  W. 
Canton,  Ohio. 
PROGRAM:  Registration,  Singspiration,  Flan- 
nel GiTiph,  Picnic  Lunch,  Visit  the  Zoo,  Religious 
Film,   Business  Meeting,   Devotions  and  Medita- 
tion. 


Let  us  learn  to  give  God  +,ime.  God  needs  time  with 
us.  If  we  only  give  Him  time — that  is,  time  in  the  daily 
fellowship  with  Himself,  for  Him  to  exercise  the  full  in- 
fluence of  His  presence  on  us,  and  time,  day  by  day,  in 
the  course  of  our  being  kept  waiting,  for  faith  to  prove 
its  reality  and  to  fill  our  whole  being — He  himself  will 
lead  us  from  faith  to  vision;  we  shall  see  the  glory  of 
God.  Let  no  delay  shake  our  faith.  Of  faith  it  holds  good: 
first  the  blade,  then  the  ear,  then  the  full  corn  in  the  ear. 
Each  believing  prayer  brings  a  step  nearer  the  final  vic- 
tory. Each  believing  prayer  helps  to  ripen  the  fruit  and 
bring  us  nearer  to  it;  it  fills  up  the  measure  of  prayer 
and  faith  known  to  God  alone;  it  conquers  the  hindrances 
of  the  unseen  world;  it  hastens  the  end.  Child  of  God! 
give  the  Father  time.  He  is  long-suffering  over  you.  He 
wants  the  blessing  to  be  rich,  .and  full,  and  sure;  give 
Him  time,  while  you  cry  day  and  night. — ^Andrew  Mur- 
ray in  THE  TREASURY  OP  ANDREW  MURRAY— (Re- 
vell). 
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PROGRAM  OF  THE 
SIXTY-NINTH    INDIANA 
DISTRICT   CONFERENCE 

June    I  l+h   to    14+h 

Brethren  Retreat 
Shipshewana  Lake,  Indiana 


Conference   Thjeme:    "Deepening    Wells    of    Faith" 

Conference!   Text:  "And    Isaac   digged  agyain    .    .    .    and 
found   a    well   of   springing   water."   Gen.   26:18,    19. 


THE    PROGRAM 

Pianist   Mrs.  Max  Miller 

Organist     Mrs.    W^oodrow    Immel 

Chorister H.  D.  Hunter 

Monday    Evening — June    11 

7:30-8:00     Devotional   Service 
Music 

Scripture  and   Prayer R.   K.  Higgins 

Appointment   of   Credential   Committee 
Appointment    of  Committee    on   Committees 
8:00     Hymn 

Conference  Sermon  Smith  Rose 

Tuesday  Morning — June  12 

7:15     Breakfast 
8:10-  9:20     Simultaneous   Sessions 

W.    M.    S.,   Ministerium,    Laymen 
9:30-10:15     Conference    Prayer   Period     with     Memorials 

V.  E.  Meyer 
Announcements 

10:15-11:00     Bible  Lecture   E.  M.  Riddle 

"The   Sovereignty  of  God" 
Music 

11:00     Moderator's  Address   R.  K.  Higgins 

12:00     Dinner 

Tuesday    Afternoon 

1:00-  2:00     S.  M.  M.,  Boys'  Brotherhood 

1:30-  2:30     Scripture  and  Prayer   R.  G.  Holsinger 

First  Business  Session: 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 
Report  of  Ministerial  Delegates 
Report  of  Conference  Treasurer 
Report  of  Statistician 


2:30-  3:30     Sunday   School    Board 
3:45-  4:45     W.  M.  S. 
5:30     Supper 

Tuesday   Evening 

6:45-  7:30     Vesper  Service 

Speaker    Claud    Studebaker 

7:45-  8:15     Musical    Program    Mrs.    Max  Miller 

8:15-  9:00     Indiana   Laymen    Harold   Hummel 

Benediction 

Wednesday    Morning — June    13 

7:15     Breakfast 
8:10-  9:20     Simultaneous    Sessions 

W.   M.   S.,   Ministerium,   Laymen 

9:30-10:15     Conference  Prayer  Period   V.  E.  Meyer 

Announcements 
10:15-10:45     Ashland  College  and   Seminary 

Dr.  Glenn  Clayton 

10:45-11:30     Bible  Lecture    Henry  Bates 

"The  Message  of  'Ecclesiastes'  to  the  Bi-eth- 
ren  Church" 
12:00     Dinner 

Wednesday   Afternoon 

1:00-  2:00     S.  M.  M.,  Boys'  Brotherhood 

1:30-  2:30     Scripture   and  Prayer    Paul   Tinkel 

Business  Session: 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 
Report  of  Committee  on  Committees 
Election  of  Officers 
2:30-  3:30     District  Mission  Board 
3:45-  4:45     Conference   Trustees   Session 
5:30     Supper 

Wednesday    Evening 

6:45-  7:30     Vesper  Service 

Speaker   Woodrow  Immel 

7:45-  9:00     Indiana   W.   M.   S. 

Message    ....  Rev.   and   Mrs.   Robert   Bischof 
9:00     Campfire   in    charge    of    Brethren   Youth 
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Thursday   Morning — June   14 

7:15     Breakfast 
8:10-  9:20     Simultaneous    Sessions 

W.  M.  S.,  Ministerium,  Laymen 
9:30-10:15     Conference  Pi-ayer  Period    ....V.  E.   Meyer 
Announcements 

10:15-10:45     Brethren   Publishing  Company    

10:45-11:30     Bible    Lecture     Spencer    Gentle 

"The  Holy  Spirit  of  God" 
12:00     Dinner 

Thursday  Afternoon 

1:00-  2:00     Boys'  Brotherhood 

1:30-  3:30     Scripture  and  Prayer    ...Edwin  Puterbaugh 
Final  Business  Session: 

Committee    Reports:    Credential,    Ministe- 
rial Examining  Board,  Young  Men  and 
Boys'     Brotherhood,     Auditing,     Resolu- 
tions, Brethren  Youth  Board. 
Time  and  Place  of  next  Conference. 
3:45-  4:45     W.  M.  S. 
5:30     Supper 

Thursday    Evening 

6:45-  7:30     Vesper  Service 

Speaker   A.  J.   Tinkel 

7:45-  9:00     All-Indiana   Brethren  Youth  Rally 

Speaker    Phil    Lersch 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

Theme:  "Send  The  Light" 

Chorister — Mrs.  Onie  Puro,  Goshen 
Pianist — Mrs.  Henry  Bates,  North  Manchester 

THE  PROGRAM 

Tuesday    Morning — June  12 
8:10-9:20 

Prelude 
Hymn 

Devotions    Teegarden 

Business 

Memorial  Service    Muncie 

Memorial  Prayer 

Tuesday   Afternoon 
3:45-4-45 

Tea    New   Paris  W.   M.   S. 

Wednesday  Morning — June  13 
8:10-9:20 

Prelude 
Hymn 

Devotions    Corinth 

Business — Election  of   Officers 

Banner    Societies    recognized 

Project  Offering — Flora 
Prayer  of  Dedication 
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INDIANA    CONFERENCE   ORGANIZATION 

Conference  Moderator R.  K.  Higgins 

Vice    Moderator    Smith   Rose 

Secretary-Treasurer    G.    B.    Hanna 

Asst.  Sec'y-Treas R.  G.   Holsinger 

Statistician    Mrs.    William    Meinke 

Wednesday  Evening 
7:45-9:00 

Prelude 

Meditation Mrs.  Ward  Tobias,  Nappanee 

Special    Music    Goshen 

Message    Rev.  and   Mrs.    Robert    Bischof 

Benediction 

Thursday   Morning — June    14 
8:10-9:20 

Prelude 
Hymn 

Devotions    Elkhart,   Group    I 

Business — Final   Business Installation   of   Officers 

(Mrs.  Russell  Rodkey,  National  W.  M.  S.  President) 
Benediction 

Thursday   Afternoon 
3:45-4:45 

Prelude 

Meditation     Brighton 

Special   Music    South  Bend 

Message    Rev.   and  Mrs.   Robert   Bischof 

Benediction 

INDIANA  MINISTERIUM  PROGRAM 

Tuesday— June  12th— 8:10  A.  M. 

Devotions    A.    H.   Tinkel 

"The  Preachers  Power  of  Concentration".  .W.  E.  Swihart 

Wednesday— June  13th— 8:10  A.  M, 

Devotions    W.  E.  Thomas 

"The  Preachers  Power  of  Attraction"   J.  D.  Hamel 

Thursday— June   14th— 8:10  A.    M. 

Devotions    T.   Shannon 

"The  Preachers  Power  of  Production"    E.  J.   Black 


NOTICE   TO    INDIANA   CHURCHES: 

According  to  the  By-Laws  of  the  Indiana  District  Con- 
ference, Article  I,  Section  4 — "Conference  expenses  shall 
be  provided  for  by  each  congregation  contributing  $1.00 
for  each   delegate   to   which  the   church   is   entitled." 

Conference    Secretary, 
G.    Bright   Hanna. 


(Continued  on  Next  Page) 
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BOYS'  BROTHERHOOD 
(Sessions— 1:00-2:00  P.  M.) 

Tuesday 

Speaker    Rev.   Thomas    Shannon 

Wednesday 

Speaker    Rev.  Spencer   Gentle 

Wednesday  evening — Brethren  Youth  Campfire 

Thursday 

Speaker   Rev.  Phil  Lersch 

Thursday   evening — 7:45-9:00 

All-Indiana  Brethren  Youth  Rally 
Speaker    Rev.    Phil    Lersch 

SISTERHOOD   OF  MARY  AND   MARTHA 

Theme:  "The  Beauty  of  Christ" 

Theme    Song:    "Altogether    Lovely" 

Tuesday  —  June   12 
10:00-11:30  A.  M. 

S.    M.    M.    girls    attend  services    in   the    auditorium 

1:00-2:00   P.   M. 
Songs 
Greetings  from   District  Officers 

Devotions    Burlington 

Special  Music County   Line 

Topic:  "The   Beauty  of  Knowing   Christ"   ..Mrs.  Rodkey 

Business    Appointment   of  Committees 

S.  M.  M.  Benediction 

Wednesday   —  June  13 
10:00-11:30  A.  M. 

S.    M.    M.    girls    attend    services    in    the    auditorium 

1:00-2:00   P.  M. 

Songs 

Devotions    Nappanee 

Special    Music    North    Liberty 

Topic:  "The  Beauty  of  Following  Christ" 

Mrs.  Robert  Holsinger 

Business    Election  of  Officers 

Reports  of  Committees 
S.  M.  M.   Benediction 

5:00  P.  M. 

Weiner   Roast   at   the    Sisterhood   Cottage 

Thursday  —  June  14 
10:00-11:30  A.  M. 

S.  M.  M.  Girls  attend  services  in  the  auditorium 

12:30  P.  M. 

Lakeside   Service 
Songs 

Devotions    Warsaw 

Special    Music    Ardmore 

1:00  P.  M. 

Annual  luncheon  for  S.  M.  M.  girls  and  patronesses 
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Songs 

Topic:  "The  Beauty  of  Sharing  Christ"   ....Bea  Bischof 

Ingathering  of  funds  by  the  officers 

Consecration  Prayer 

Installation  of  Officers 

S.  M.  M.  Benediction 

Song   Leader — Bonnie    Swihart 
Luncheon    favors — Roann 


INDIANA   DISTRICT   CONFERENCE   ORGANIZATION 
BOARDS  AND  COMMITTEES 

Conference   Board  of  Trustees: 

1956— Lloyd   Miller,  Roann 

1957 — Joe    Everitt,    Sliipshewana 

1958— Mrs.    B.    J.    Rohrer,    Treasurer,    216    Kenyon,    Elk- 
hart; Everett  Miller,  New  Paris 

1959— Mrs.  U.  J.  Shively,  Nappanee 

H.  D.  Hunter,  North  Manchester 

I960— W.  I.  Duker,  R.  5,  Goshen 

Nominees   For  College   Trustees: 

W.  E.   Swihart,  Ivan  Ronk 

District   Mission   Board: 

1956— Charles   Smith,  Secretary,  Elkhart 

1957— C.  A.  Stewart,  President,   Flora 

1958— Max  Miller,  Nappanee 

1959 — Claud  Studebaker,  Loree 

1960— Glenn  Cripe,  1113  E.  Ft.  Wayne  St.,  Warsaw 

Ministerial   Examining   Board  and  District   Evangelist: 

195"6 — J.  M.  Bowman  (moved  from  district) 
1957— C.   A.   Stewart 
1958— Claud  Studebaker 

District   Sunday   School   Board: 

1956 — Robert  Higgins;  Smith  Rose 
1957— J.  D.  Hamel;  W.  E.  Swihart 
1958 — Henry  Bates;   Austin  Gable 

General    Conference    Executive   Committee: 

Max  Miller,  Thomas  Shannon 

Committee  On   Naming  Delegates-At-Large: 

G.  B.  Hanna,  A.  H.  Tinkel 

Auditing  Committee: 

William  Meinke,  Mrs.  Harold  Tusing,  Ethel  Cripe 

Resolutions    Committee: 

E.  J.   Black,  R.  G.  Holsinger,  A.  J.  Tinkel 

Placement   Committee: 

Mrs.    Joe    Everitt,    Mrs.    Bert    Nordblad,    Mrs.    Harvey 

Brethren    Youth    Board: 

Mrs.   J.   E.    Berkshire,    Sisterhood 
J.  D.  Hamel,  Sunday  School   Board 
V.   E.   Meyer,   Boys'   Brotherhood 
Phil  Stout,  Southern  B.  Y.  President 
Marian    Miller,   Northern   B.    Y.    President 

Young  Men  and  Boys'  Brotherhood  Work: 

V.  E.  Meyer,  Herbert  Gilmer,  J.  E.  Berkshire 
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Ministerial  Association: 

President — R.  K.  Higgins,  Elkhart 
'  Vice    President — J.  D.    Hamel,    South    Bend 
!  Secretary-Treasurer— G.  B.  Hanna,  College  Corner 
I  Ass't.    Sec'y-Treas. — Woodrow   Immel,  Milford 
i 

District   Laymen: 

President — Clarence    ShoUy,  South    Bend 
Vice   President — Ted  Hevel,  North   Liberty 
Secretary-Treasurer- — H.    D.    Hunter,    North    Manchester 

Woman's  Missionary  Society: 

President— Mrs.  H.  D.  Hunter,  North  Manchester 
Vice   President — Mrs.   Max  Miller,   Nappanee 
Secretary-Treasurer — Mrs.  C.  A.  Stewart,  Flora 
Ass't.  Sec'y-Treas — Mrs.  George  Loucks,  Goshen 

Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha: 

President — Susan  Miller,  Goshen 

Vice  President — Lois   Berkshire,  Teegarden 

Secretary — Joann    Miller,   Elkhart 

Treasurer — Virginia    Bowman    (moved   from  district) 

Patroness — Mrs.    J.    E.    Berkshire,    Teegarden 

Ass't.  Patroness — Mrs.  V.  E.  Meyer,  Nappanee 


Uhurcms 
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REVIVAL   AT  ST.   JAMES,   MARYLAND 

In  June  1922  following  graduation  we  left  Ashland, 
Ohio,  in  our  new  Ford,  taking  part  of  three  days  for 
the  journey  to  assume  our  first  Pastorate  at  St.  James, 
Maryland.  We  spent  3%  years  here  preaching  at  three 
points. 

It  was  my  happy  privilege  to  return  for  a  revival 
meeting  from  April  16th  to  29th.  Services  were  held 
each  evening  with  the  exception  of  the  last  Saturday 
Evening.  The  highest  attendance  was  the  two  Sunday 
Evenings  with  140  and  150  in  attendance.  The  average 
attendance  for  the  15  preaching  services  reached  near 
the  100  mark. 

The  weather  was  rainy  and  cold  but  in  a  sense  was  to 
our  favor.  Had  it  been  nice  and  wai^m  the  farmers,  gar- 
deners and  housekeepers  would  have  been  busy. 

Many  former  members  attended  at  least  a  night  or 
two  and  it  was  a  joy  to  meet  these  again.  But  30  years 
have  made  a  great  change.  Many  who  were  among  the 
young  folk  then,  now  have  young  people  of  their  own. 
'  And  I  am  happy  to  know  that  many  of  these  are  still 
faithful  to  the  Church. 

In  more  recent  years  the  community  has  begun  to 
grow,  with  many  new  houses  on  the  Sharpsburg  Pike,  and 
now  beginning  on  the  Downsville  Pike.  This  is  giving  the 


Church  an  opportunity  she  did  not  have  some  years  ago. 
Already  they  are  reaching  some  of  these  families. 

I  not  only  enjoyed  working  with  the  people  but  also 
with  their  faithful  Pastor,  Brother  Ankrum.  He  has  done 
a  fine  piece  of  work  during  his  seven  years.  Great  im- 
provements have  been  made  at  the  Church.  And  with 
a  little  more  vision  and  cooperation  they  will  continue 
to   grow  and  show  progress. 

The  Church  has  a  fine  group  of  young  people  and  they 
were  most  faithful  in  their  attendance.  They  also  have  a 
large  young  married  people's  class.  These  need  to  feel 
the  responsibility  of  the  work  of  the  Church  as  well  as 
the   Sunday   School. 

I  want  publically  to  thank  the  people  for  their  kind- 
ness, fine  spirit  shown  and  the  splendid  love  offering. 
Also  to  thank  Brother  and  Sister  Ankrum  for  opening 
their  home  to  me.  Mrs.  Ankrum  was  away  teaching  dur- 
ing the  day  so  we  preachers  had  the  freedom  of  the 
house.  It  was  indeed  a  happy  two  weeks  of  Christian 
fellowship. 

Dr.  Joseph  Shultz  held  a  S.  S.  Clinic  at  Louisville 
during  the  first  Sunday  of  my  absence,  and  continued 
for  3  more  evenings.  The  people  appreciate  very  much 
his  efforts  and  help  to  our  growing  Sunday  School. 

A  Gospel  team  from  Ashland  College  had  charge  the 
last  Sunday  and  joined  our  Brotherhood  boys  in  their 
public  service  Sunday  Evening. 

Our  attendance  at  Louisville  continues  to  be  good. 
There  has  been  a  nice  increase  since  May  1955.  Easter 
Sunday  saw  all  previous  records  broken  with  234  for 
S.  S.,  and  280  for  morning  worship.  Mother's  Day,  too, 
was  a  high  mark  with  192  for  S.  S.  and  210  for  morning 
worship.  Our  eight  graduates  were  special  guests.  "Mr. 
Texas"  was  shown  to  the  evening  audience. 

Our  new  planning  committee  is  making  plans  for  an 
expanded  addition  to  our  present  building.  The  present 
auditorium,  no  doubt,  will  be  enlarged  vvithj  more  S.  S. 
rooms  and  rooms  for  one  or  two  departments. 

We  will  have  our  own  D.  V.  B.  S.,  this  year,  from 
June  4th  to  15th.  Plans  are  on  the  way  for  a  good  num- 
ber at  Camp  Zion,  and  at  State  Conference  at  Linwood 
Park,  Vermillion,   Ohio. 

L.  V.  King. 

n     n     n 

CARLETON,    NEBRASKA 

Time  has  swiftly  passed  since  our  Pre-Easter  evan- 
gelistic services;  however,  we  do  not  want  to  fail  to  re- 
port the  services.  Services  opened  Sunday  evening,  March 
18th,  with  the  pastor  holding  the  first  meeting.  On  Mon- 
day evening.  Rev.  Wilbur  Thomas,  a  former  pastor, 
came  to  serve  as  evangelist. 

During  the  first  week,  challenging  messages  were 
brought  to  the  church  members.  These  were  followed  the 
second  week  with  the  evangelistic  approach.  Attendance 
was  good  from  the  very  beginning,  since  many  were 
anxious  to  meet  their  former  pastor.  Although  there 
were  no  first-time  decisions,  we  feel  that  the  church  as 
a  whole  prospered  from  the   meeting.   One  teen-age   girl 

(Continued  on   Page  15) 
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Vrayer  Iffleding 
Stiidius 

TBy  G.  T.  Qihner 


LIVING 

Sun-up  and  sun-down, 

And  between  them  the  high  blue  arc  of  the  sky, 

And  the  hours  that  are  to  be  lived,  and  I 

The  one  who  must  live  them  .  .  .  Oh,  my  heart. 

Let  us  do  splendidly  our  part; 

God   has   done   His:   His   clean   hand   turns 

A  golden  dial  and  the  dawn  sun  burns; 

And   the   day   is   here   with   its   glad   surprise, 

Unsullied  and  clean.  Oh,  heart  be  wise! 

Oh,  heart  be  strong  as  you  take  your  way 

Into  this  glorious  unlived  day; 

Keep  it  beautiful,  keep  it  fine, 

Splendidly    lived    hours    shine    and    shine 

Like  silver  discs  in  the  slanting  sun 

Long  after  the  day  is  past  and  done. 

Hold    them,    heart,    for    remembering    .    .    . 

A  clean  new  day  is  a  wonderful  thing! 

— Grace  Noll  Crowell. 

EACH  NEW  DAY,  as  an  added  gift  to  the  gift  of  life, 
is  a  new  opportunity  for  action  (Matt.  21:28).  It  is 
a  fine  day  for  heeding,  and  not  for  the  hardening  of  the 
heart  (Heb.  3:7,  8).  Today  is  THE  day  because  the 
"more  convenient  season"  will  never  come  (Acts  24:25). 
Today  is  the  NOW  of  life  (2  Cor.  6:2).  "Procrastination 
is  the  thief  of  time"  (James  4:13).  If  we  have  any  mes- 
sage in  life,  today  is  the  day  to  give  it  (Hebrews  3:13). 
"As  ye  go,  preach  ..."  Say  it  as  you  go.  For  we  are 
"as  the  grass  of  the  field,  which  TODAY  IS  ...  "  (Matt. 
6:30).  Our  Savior's  ministry  to  Zacchaeus  was  "today" 
(Luke  19:5).  Today  is  a  day  for  consecration  (Exodus 
32:29). 

Our  Savior  realized  the  brevity  of  life's  day  (John 
9:4).  Our  faith  should  be  prompt,  obedient,  and  heroic 
(Heb.  11:10).  Our  preparation  for  Heaven  has  to  be 
begun  and  finished  in  this  world  (Heb.  11:25,  26).  Life 
is  for  our  going  forth  to  live  as  Christ  would  have  us  live 
(Titus  2:11-13;  Rom.  12:2,  9).  We  do  not  want  to  go 
Home  with  our  lessons  undone. 

"And  this   is  the   way  it  seemeth  to   be, 

This  life  is  a  school  for  you  and  me; 
For  some  the  words  are  set  to  song, 

For  others,  the  lessons  are  hard  and  long; 
Many  a  day  are  we  tired  and  hot. 

And  the  pages  are  marred  by  many  a  blot, 
Some  finish  their  task  while  the  day  is  young, 

We   watch  them   leave   us;   one   by  one 
They  pass  from  our  sight  with  a  smile  so  sweet 

While  we  bow  in  tears  at  the  Master's  feet  ..." 

Today  is  for  walking  (activity).  Let  us  walk  with 
God    (Gen.  5:24;    6:9);    with   Christ    (Col.   2:6).    Walking 
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with  Christ  is  conditional  (Amos  3:3;  1  John  1:6,  7). 
Let  our  manner  of  walk  be  humble  (Micah  6:8);  honest 
(Rom.  13:13);  as  Jesus  walked  (1  John  2:6).  Let  us 
walk  by  faith  (2  Cor.  5:7);  worthy  (Eph.  4:1);  in  the 
light  (Isaiah  2:5;  1  John  1:7).  We  are  to  walk  with  the 
righteous  (Prov.  2:20),  and  in  God's  ways  (Deut.  5:32, 
33;  Joshua  22:5).  Remember  that  Satan  is  walking,  too 
(Job  1:6,  7;  1  Peter  5:8).  So,  let  us  not  walk  in  evil 
ways  (Jer.  13:10),  but  by  rule  (Gal.  6:16;  Phil.  3:16); 
in  the  truth  (2  John  4:3,  4);  and  in  the  commandment 
of  God  blameless  (Luke  1:6).  If  all  the  foregoing  is  true, 
then  we  shall  "walk  in  Jerusalem  just  like  John"  (Rev, 
3:4)! 

"If  Christians  WERE  Christians,  as  they  profess, 
Men  would  notice  their  glorified  mien, 

And  say,  'What  wondrous  thing  they  possess 
Who  follow  the  meek  Nazarene!" 

"0  Christians,  remember  you  bear  His  dear  name, 

Your  lives  are  for  others   to  view. 
You  are  living  epistles,  men  praise  you  or  blame, 

And  measure  all  Christians  by  YOU." 


Lesson 


Comments  ^^ 


by 


jl  Studymg  tke  Wble  jCcssoh 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  June  10,  1956 

THE    GOSPEL  OVERCOMES    PAGANISM 

Lesson:   Acts   19:8-10,   18-20,   23-27;   Eph.   5:15-18 

"THE  GOSPEL,"  according  to  Paul,  "is  the  power  of 
God  unto  salvation  to  eveiyone  that  believeth"  (Rom. 
1:16).  To  this  the  writer  of  Hebrews  would  agree,  for 
he  says,  "God's  message  is  alive  and  full  of  power  in 
action"  (Wms. — 4:12).  It  is  this  inherent  power  in  the 
message  of  salvation  that  transforms  sinful  men  into 
Saints   of   God! 

Thank  God  the  Gospel  does  overcome  paganism!  Paul 
was  able  to  witness  the  effectual  work  of  the  Gospel  in 
the  lives  of  thousands  in  Rome,  Corinth,  Galatia,  Philippi, 
Thessalonica,   and   Ephesus. 

We  are  interested  in  what  happened  in  the  city  of 
Ephesus  when  Paul  went  there  during  his  Third  Mission- 
ary Journey.  He  had  visited  this  city  on  his  second  jour- 
ney, but  had  only  stayed  a  few  weeks.  His  second  visit, 
on  the  third  journey,  lasted  two  years  (Acts  19:10). 

During  his  stay  in  Ephesus  he  found  much  work  to  do 
for  God.  R.  Clark  describes  this  city  in  these  words: 
"Ephesus  .  .  .  was  a  city  of  some  importance;  .  .  .  the 
capital  city  of  the  Roman  province  of  Asia  ...  It  was  a 
city  noted  for  its  heathenism  and  idolatrous  practices. 
The  great  temple  of  Diana  was  there  ...  It  was  an 
object  of  worship  and  veneration  (Acts  19:27)  .  .  .  At- 
tached to  the  temple  were  one  thousand  priestesses,  who 
were  prostitutes.  This  contributed  greatly  to  the  immor- 
ality of  the  people." 


JUNE  2,  1956 


PAGE  THIRTEEN 


Most  men  would  have  become  discouraged  at  the  very 
thought  of  ministering  in  such  a  place!  Had  Paul  hoped 
to  overcome  this  heathen  city  in  his  own  strength  he  too 
would  doubtlessly  have  given  up  in  despair.  But  Paul  be- 
lieved in  a  Wonder-Workiug  God!  He  was  assured  that 
the  task  was  not  too  great  for  Him ! 

In  this  Paul  was  not  mistaken.  Into  one  synagogue  he 
went  and  spent  three  months,  "disputing  and  persuading 
the  things  concerning  the  kingdom  of  God"  (19:8).  So 
diligent  were  his  efforts  that  it  was  not  long  until  it 
was  said  "that  all  they  which  dwelt  in  Asia  heard  the 
Word  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  both  Jews  and  Greeks." 

"But  did  the  preaching  of  the  Word  produce  results?" 
you  may  well  ask.  Remember  that  Paul  was  "a  chosen 
vessel"  unto  the  Lord  (Acts  9:15).  What  he  was  able  to 
accomplish  he  did  so  because  of  the  indwelling  power 
of  the  Risen  Christ.  It  is  not  remarkable,  therefore,  that 
outstanding  results  were  achieved  even  in  pagan  Ephesus. 
Listen:  "And  God  wrought  special  miracles  by  the  hands 
of  Paul"  (vs.  11);  "And  many  that  believed  came,  and 
confessed,  and  shewed  their  deeds"  (vs.  18);  "So  might- 
ily grew  the  Word  of  God  and  prevailed"    (vs.   20). 

So  victorious  was  the  Gospel  over  paganism  in  Ephesus 
that  a  strong  church  was  established  there.  A  few  years 
after  his  visit,  while  imprisoned  in  Rome,  the  Apostle 
Paul  wrote  a  letter  to  the  church  at  Ephesus.  Calling  to 
mind  their  former  state  he  wrote:  "And  you  did  He 
make  alive,  when  ye  were  dead  through  (because  of) 
your  trespasses  and  sins,  wherein  ye  once  walked  accord- 
ing to  the  course  of  this  world;  .  .  .  among  whom  we 
also  all  once  lived  in  the  lusts  of  our  flesh;  .  .  .  but  God 
.  .  .  made  us  alive  together  with  Christ"  (ASV. — Eph. 
2:1-5). 

Can  the  Gospel  overcome  paganism  ?  Hear  the  tes- 
timony of  James  Chalmers,  martyred  missionary  of  New 
Guinea.  He  spent  21  years  among  the  South  Sea  Island- 
ers; lived  at  least  9  years  with  the  natives;  ate  and  slept 
with  the  cannibal.  "Wherever  there  has  been  the  slightest 
spark  of  civilized  life  in  the  Southern  Seas,  it  has  been 
because  the  Gospel  has  been  preached  there;  and  wher- 
ever you  find  in  the  island  of  New  Guinea,  a  friendly 
people,  or  a  people  that  will  welcome  you,  there  the 
missionaries  of  the  cross  have  been  preaching  Christ." 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Direcfor 

NEW  MEMBERS  CAMPAIGN 

TT  IS  NO  USE  kidding  ourseves,  numbers  dio  count!  If 
you  don't  believe  it,  just  watch  your  pastor  taking 
mental  notes  at  each  service,  counting  those  present. 
And  you,  too,  probably  can  give  the  number  of  youth 
present  at  the  last  four  or  five  meetings.  We  are  not 
just  "after  numbers,"  but  we  must  remember  that  if  the 
"numbers"  are  not  on  the  inside,  then  they  are  on  the 
outside.  We  are  not  especially  concerned  about  how  many 
come  to  the  meetings  as  far  as  advertising  the  success 


of  our  work  is  concerned,  but  we  ought  to  be  very  con- 
cerned about  the  great  number  on  the  outside  of  the 
church. 

This  is  as  true  of  youth  as  it  is  true  of  adults.  People 
go  where  everybody  else  goes.  Ask  most  any  young  per- 
son who  no  longer  attends  the  meetings  at  a  given 
church,  and  the  answer  almost  invariably  will  be,  "There 
is  nobody  there  I  know  any  more."  This  means  that  there 
are  no  personal  friends,  none  of  the  "gang"  with  which 
he  likes  to  associate  himself,  attending  the  church  that 
would   otherwise   be  his  choice. 

For  this  reason,  it  behooves  us  to  draw  as  many  to  our 
meetings  as  we  possibly  can.  Over  the  past  year  I  have 
seen  the  number  of  college  young  people  attending  Sun- 
day evening  services  in  Ashland  jump  from  a  withered 
ten  and  fifteen  to  a  lively  forty-five.  It  was  done  through 
certain  capable  leaders  of  the  "gang"  being  interested 
enough  in  the  things  of  the  Lord  and  other  young  people 
to  invite  them  personally  and  through  advertising  to  the 
Sunday  evening  youth  meetings.  This  was  true,  too,  of 
the  Wednesday  evening  prayer  meetings.  There  have 
been  as  many  as  thirty-five  present  for  prayer,  whereas 
in  years  gone  by  I  have  seen  five  and  seven  comprise 
the  entire  group  many  times.  I  am  sure  that  many  of 
the  group  that  attended  these  meetings  throughout  the 
months  this  year  are  young  people  who  needed  spiritual 
help,  and  who  have  been  greatly  uplifted  by  being  with 
other  strong  Chi-istian  young  people.  Many  who  otherwise 
might  have  been  outside  the  church  looking  in,  in  the 
future  will  now  some  day  be  active  workers  and  spiritual 
leaders  because  of  the  influence  of  this  fellowship — and, 
may  we  say,  by  selecting  a  mate,  in  some  cases,  who  is 
of  stronger  Christian  character. 

WHERE  TO  GET  NEW  MEMBERS 

First,  we  have  a  field  to  work  with  that  is  really  an 
old  one.  WHERE  IS  THE  OLD  GANG?  There  are  delin- 
quents in  every  group  that  need  to  be  contacted  and 
won  back  into  the  field.  You  are  your  brother's  keeper! 
You  are  partly  responsible  for  the  one  who  once  was  a 
member  of  your  group  but  no  longer  attends.  HAVE 
YOU  EVER  MENTIONED  THAT  YOU  MISS  HIM? 
There  are  individuals,  too,  who  have  visited  the  meet- 
ings fairly  often  who  have  never  become  one  of  the  gang. 
Let's  go  out  to  get  them  and  make  them  one  of  the 
group. 

Again,  there  are  always  individuals  who  have  attended 
Sunday  School  classes  but  never  come  to  the  regular  fel- 
lowship meetings.  There  is  a  surprise  in  store  for  those 
youth  who  have  never  been  too  interested  in  the  Sunday 
evening  meetings.  See  that  your  young  people  extend 
them  a  hand  and  invite  them  to  the  meetings.  They  will 
learn  that  the  Sunday  evening  fellowship  meetings  are 
the  most  unique  of  the  whole  church,  and  in  a  seinse 
more  especially  for  young  people  than  any  other  meeting. 
This  will  do  more  than  just  win  the  individual  to  the 
group;  it  will  transform  the  fellowship  meetings  (enough 
participating!)  into  a  going  campaign  for  the  entire  youth 
department  of  the   church. 

Also,  every  youth  has  friends  and  .acquaintances  in 
school  who  can  be  invited  to  attend.  Why  not  consider 
that  Christ  wants  His  youthful  followers  to  be  mission- 
aries wherever  they  are,  even  while  still  in  school?  Youth 
have  a  greater  appeal  to  other  youth  than  adults.  Let  a 


PAGE  FOURTEEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


couple  of  young  people  approach  a  friend  and  urge  him 
to  come  to  the  meetings,  and  if  they  are  capable,  if  he  is 
not  a  Christian,  to  accept  Christ  as  Saviour. 

IT    TAKES    A   LITTLE    EFFORT 

Anything  worthwhile  is  worth  working  for.  In  this  case 
the  work  will  be  directed  toward  the  winning  of  some- 
one of  the  above-mentioned  groups  to  the  Lord  and  to 
the  fellowship   group. 

BEGIN  BY  MAKING  LISTS  OF  PROSPECTS.  You 
must  know  where  you  are  going  and  whom  you  wish  to 
contact.  Think  of  the  benefits  to  your  group  as  it  in- 
creases in  number.  Think  of  the  joy  that  you  will  be 
bringing  to  those  whom  you  win.  Think  of  the  honor  you 
will  bring  to  the  Lord. 

USE  MATERIALS,  VISIT  THE  PROSPECTS.  You  will 
be  surprised  what  can  be  done,  and  how  much  fun  it 
can  be  just  making  contacts.  You  will  be  surprised  how 
the  Lord  will  honor  your  efforts. 

MAKE  YOUR  PROGRAMS  WORTH  IT.  You  won't 
keep  them  if  your  meetings  aren't  interesting.  Make  use 
of  the  "new  blood"  for  special  music  and  other  inter- 
esting parts  in  the  programs.  Combat  cliques.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  da  among  youth  who  feel  rather  insecure  among 
strangers,  but  it  can  be  done  with  the  proper  spirit  and 
purpose.  Try  this  program  and  give  a  report  of  your  re- 
sults to  the  National  Brethren  Youth  office,  Ashland  Col- 
lege, Ashland,  Ohio. 


GOD  USES  BROKEN  THINGS 

It  takes  the  broken  soil  to  grow 

And  ripen  fields  of  grain; 
And  overspreading  broken  clouds 

To  give  refreshing  rain. 

'Tis  broken  grain  that  gives  you  bread, 

And  broken  bread  that  gives 
Us  strength  for  every  moment,  hour; 

By  broken  things  man  lives. 

A  broken  spirit,  contrite  heart, 

Our  God  will  ne'er  despise; 
For  pleasing  are  these  things  to  Him, 

Therein  repentance  lies. 

It  was  the  alabaster  box 

As  broken,  emptied,  poured 
A  fragrant,  rich  and  rare  perfume 

Anointing  Christ,  our  Lord. 

And  'Twas  the  heart  of  Him  Who  died 

Upon  Mount  Calvary; 
As  broken,  bleeding  thereupon, 

That  ransomed  you  and  me. 

—Exchange. 


CAMP  DATES 

MONTH  OF  JUNE 

Camp  Juniata    (Pennsylvania): 

(Entriken,  Penna.) 
Seniors-Young  People  June  24-July  I 

Camp  Zion   (Ohio): 

(East  Sparta,  Ohio) 
Juniors  June  17-23 

Internnediates-Seniors         June  24-30 

Camp  Shipshewana  (Indiana): 

(Brethren  Retreat,  Shipshewana  Lake,  Ind.) 
High  School  June    17-23 

Southern  Ind.  In+ernnediates 

June  24-30 
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MACK.  Mrs.  Ida  Mack,  widow  of  the  late  David 
Mack,  departed  this  life  April  15th,  at  the  home  of  a 
son-in-law  and  daugliter  in  Newark,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  Had  been  in  failing  health  for  ten 
years,  but  her  last  illness  was  a  matter  of  a  few  months. 
Member  of  the  Glenford  Brethren  Church,  where  her 
family  is  active  in  the  work  of  that  Church.  Funeral 
services  were  held  from  a  Newark  Funeral  Home,  with 
this  Pastor  officiating.  Burial  was  at  Glenford. 

William   S.   Crick. 
*     *     * 

CRUEA.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cruea,  passed  away  to  be 
with  the  Lord,  Jan.  15,  1956  at  her  home  in  Muncie,  Ind. 
Was  a  charter  member  of  the  Brethren  Church  and  a 
faithful  and  devoted  member  until  her  health  made  it 
necessary  to  retire  from  the  more  active  work  of  the 
church.  Survived  by  her  husband,  Curtiss  Cruea,  senior 
deacon  in  the  church.  Her  sweet  Christian  spirit  was  a 
blessing  to  all  who  knew  her.  Funeral  services  by  the 
pastor. 

E.   J.  Black,   Pastor. 
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MUSHROOM    CHRISTIANS 

COME  SPRING  and  we  go  out  into  our  woodlots  to 
gather  the  mushrooms.  This  odd  "plant"  is 
beautiful,  springing  up  over  night,  clinging  to  a 
bit  of  rich  soil,  decaying  leaves,  or  an  old  stump. 
The  mushroom  owes  its  very  existence  to  the  good 
soil,  for  it  never  puts  down  roots,  and  as  the  saying 
goes  "it  is  here  today  and  gone  to  morrow."  Our  friends 
come  from  miles  to  gather  the  mushroom,  it  being  the 
most  exotic  of  our  native  foods  here  in  central  Illinois. 
We  say  they  are  temperamental  too,  because  you  must 
go  at  the  right  time  to  pick  them.  If  you  don't  they  flop 
over,  vdlt,   and   soon  dry   up. 

The  mushroom  Christian  too  is  very  gay  and  sometimes 
lovely  to  look  at.  But  he  has  to  be  chairman  or  he  won't 
serve,  he  must  sit  in  they  front  row  of  the  choir  or  he 
won't  sit,  and  he  must  be  consulted  first  if  any  changes 
are  made  in  the  remodeling  plans.  So  it  goes  and 
if  we  fail  to  pamper  and  humor  him,  he  rises  up  in 
anger  and  disgust,  dries  up  and  floats  away.  Sometimes 
he  springs  up  again  in  another  church  or  worse  yet  he 
goes  out  into  the  world  lost  forever. 

He  leaves  behind  the  faithful,  loyal  Christians  on  which 
he  and  the  church  depend  for  existence.  We  must  seek 
richness  and  depths  for  our  roots.  Let  us  live  the  Christ- 
like life  day  by  day  proving  ourselves  to  God  and  our 
neighbor  by  what  we  do  and  the  things  we  say.  For  con- 
stant spiritual  growth  we  need  daily  study,  prayer,  and 
meditation.  I  don't  want  to  be  a  mushroom  Christian, 
do  you  ? 

"Therefore  my  beloved  brethren  be  ye  steadfast,  un- 
moveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain 
in    the    Lord."    I    Cor.    15:58. 

Mrs.  Everett  Snoke, 

Oakley,    Illinois. 

.□□nnnnnnannannnnnDDnnnnnannciDnnnnnnnnnaD 
annnannDnnannnnDnannDanaannnnnnnnnDnanna 

The  emptiest  and  most  unhappy  occupation  in  the  world 
is  that  of  trying  to  act  like  a  Christian  when  you  are  not 
a  Christain.  Religion  is  a  life  and  not  a  drug.  When  I  ride 
an  elevator  I  don't  stoop  down  and  take  hold  of  the  edge 
of  the  elevator  to  try  to  help  it  get  up  to  the  tenth  floor. 
I  usually  lean  back  in  one  of  the  corners  and  say  to  my- 
self, "This  is  a  good  deal."  I  have  heard  people  s,ay,  "I  am 
j  going  to  live  right  if  it  kills  me."  From  the  looks  of  some 
1  of  the  people  to  whom  I  preach,  I  have  been  led  to  be- 
'  lieve  that  that  is  exactly  what  is  happening.  Living  the 
Christian  life  never  killed  anyone,  but  trying  to  live  like 
j  a  Christian  when  you  are  not  one  does  place  you  in  the 
hands  of  death.— C.  Gordon   Bayless    in    AND    .BE    YE 
SAVED  (Revell). 
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NEWS  FROM  OUR  CHURCHES 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

rededicated    herself    to    the    Lord,    and    many   Christians 
were  strengthened. 

On  Friday  of  the  second  week,  the  church  was  glad 
to  greet  the  evangelist's  family,  who  came  to  spend  the 
week-end  at  Carleton.  A  fellowship  supper  was  held  in 
the  church  basement  to  renew  acquaintances  and  discuss 
old  times. 

Communion  services  were  held  on  Sunday  evening, 
April  1st,  with  Rev.  Thomas  helping  the  pastor.  A  very 
good  crowd,  including  the  young  people,  attended  this 
sacred  service. 

May  God  bless  Rev.  Thomas  and  his  family  in  their 
woi'k  in  Leon,  Iowa. 

Claude  Stogsdill,  Pastor. 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  DyoU  Belote 

A  "WAILING  CRY"  OR  A  TRIUMPHANT  ASSURANCE 

"And  lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  age."  Matt.  28:20. 

TN  HIS  ADDRESS  at  the  grave  of  his  brother,  Robert 

Ingersoll  declared  that  "...  we  cry  aloud,  and  the 
only  answer  is  the  echo  of  our  wailing  cry."  But  Robert 
Ingersoll  was  mistaken;  man's  cry  is  met  by  more  than 
echo.  God  answers  the  cry  of  man  with  the  revealed 
Word.  And  this  is  more  than  wistful  or  wishful  thinking 
on  the  part  of  man.  This  Word  is  His  message  of  com- 
fort, strength  and  guidance  for  His  children  who  dwell 
upon  the   earth. 

And  this  Word,  the  Bible  declares,  once  became  flesh 
and  dwelt  among  men.  He  was  born  as  other  men  are 
born,  grew  as  other  men  grow,  during  the  years  of  His 
earthly  sojourn  ministei'ed  and  exemplified  the  rich  grace 
of  God  to  men,  suffered  the  indignities  of  a  Roman  ci'u- 
cifixion  to  expiate  for  the  sins  of  men,  arose  from  the 
dead,  ascended  to  heaven,  and  from  His  place  beside  His 
Heavenly  Father  he  continues  to  guide  and  bless  His 
Children. 

It  was  directly  from  the  bosom  of  the  Father  that 
Jesus  came  to  His  earthly  Incarnation,  and  for  three 
years  He  revealed  the  Father's  love  and  concern  for  His 
children,  and  then  went  back  to  share  the  Father's  glory. 
Now  it  is  as  out  of  the  pages  of  a  Book  that  He  comes 
to  us.  But  He  comes  as  the  same  living,  loving  presence, 
as  when  He  came  to  Peter  and  John  along  the  shores  of 
Lake  Gennesaret.  And  to  all  He  imparts  the  same  new 
life  of  strength  and  power  and  warmth  as  He  gave  to 
to   His    faithful    disciples    during    His   earthly    sojourn. 

And  it  is  the  beauty  of  our  text  that  Jesus  assures 
the  true  believer  that  He  is  not  merely  a  tender  memory, 
nor  yet  a  future  hope  only,  but  that  He  is  an  evei'-pres- 
ent,  living  presence.  And  it  is  such  that  He  would  have 
us  think  of  Him  and  seek  fellowship  with  Him. 


Brethren  HisT.ori<-.«'-'.   •^' 
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GOOD  BOOKS 

Fulfill  So  Many  Needs 

MAY  WE  SUGGEST 

FOR  GIFTS:  Graduation  —  Wedding  —  Biithday 

My  Spirif-ud  Diary  (By  Dale  Evans  Rogers)  $1.00 

The  Good  News   (New  Testament  illustrated)  2.00 

Never  A  Dull  Moment  Eugenie  Price  2.00 

Heaven  in  My  Hand  Alice  Lee  Humphreys  2.00 

Angels  in  Pinafores  Alice  Lee  Humphreys  2.00 

FOR  PERSONAL  USE 

Through  Lighted  Windows  (Devotional)  Warren  E.  Reese  2.00 

Phillips'  Translation  of  the  Gospels  2.75 

The  Arsgel  Spreads  Her  Wings  (Sequel  to  "Angel  Unaware")  2.00 

Unshackled  (Stories  of  the  Pacific  Garden  Mission)  2.00 

Christ  in  Poetry   (A  collection)  3.49 

That  Immortal  Sea  By  Leslie  Weatherhead  2.50 

The  Life  We  Prize  By  Elton  Trueblood  1.49 

FOR  CHURCH  OR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

Growing  in  Stature   (Junior  Worship  Programs)  2.25 

Squaring   Up    (Talks  to  Juniors)  1.50 

A  Year  of  Youth  Programs  &  Activities  2.95 

FOR  CHILDREN 

Bible  Puzzle   Fun  1 .00 
Parables  From  Nature  (Earthly  Stories  with  a 

Heavenly  Meaning)  1.00 

Boy  Wanted — and  Other  Stories,  by  L.  E.  Maxwell  1.00 

FOR  EVERYBODY 

Bibles — all  sizes,  bindings,  types — with  and  without  helps 


Order  from 


The    Brethren    Publishing   Company 
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Ashland,   Ohio 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  W.  M.  S.  held  their 
public  service  Friday  evening  June  1st.  Rev.  Reuben 
Cantril  vi^as  the  scheduled  speaker. 

GATEWOOD,  W.  VA.  Brother  Hays  K.  Logan,  in  a 
note  to  the  Editor  says,  "The  Mother  and  Daughter  ban- 
quet was  held  Friday  evening,  May  25th.  Forty-one  were 
present.  The  guest  speaker  was  Mrs.  Blake,  of  Garton, 
W.  Va." 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Gratis  Brethren  were  hosts  to  the 
Gratis  High  School  Baccalaureate  service  the  evening  of 
May  20th.  Gratis  High  School  commencement  speaker  on 
the  Tuesday  following,  was  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  Presi- 
dent of  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  H.  William  Fells  notes  that  he  held  a 
week  of  revival  services,  April  1 — 8,  in  the  North  Fair- 
field Union  Church,  which  is  pastored  by  Ashland  Semi- 
narian Glenn  Grumbling.  There  were  nine  first  time  con- 
fessions and  one  rededication.  Brethren  Fells  and  Grumb- 
ling conducted  baptismal  services  for  those  making  first 
time  confessions,  on  May  20th. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  Brother  Thomas  Shannon  reports 
the  reception  of  12  new  members,  by  baptism,  the  last 
Sunday  in  April. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Brother  Vernon  Grisso  reports 
an  attendance  of  42  at  the  get-together  and  picnic  at 
Phoenix  for  Phoenix  and  area  Brethren,  held  on  May 
13th.  Of  these,  27  were  from  Tucson,  and  15  from 
Phoenix. 


COMING  EVENTS 


ADRIAN,    PENNA.     BRUSH     VALLEY     BRETHREN. 

Evangelistic   services,   June    11-24.     Rev.    Clarence     Fair- 
banks, Evangelist;   Rev.   David  L.   Rambsel,  Pastor. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Mortgage  Burning  and  Re- 
dedication  Service — June  17th — Rev.  J.  Milton  Bowman, 
former  Pastor,  speaker  at  10:15  A.  M.  service.  Rev.  V. 
E.  Meyer,  Pastor. 


DR.  JOSEPH  R.  SHULTZ 

tenders  his  resignation  as 

Field  Representative  of  the 

National  Sunday  School  Association 


DR.  JOSEPH  R.  SHULTZ,  has  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion to  the  National  Sunday  School  Association  of 
the  Brethren  Church  as  Field  Representative.  His  resig- 
nation will  take  effect  August  31,  1956. 

Brother  Shultz  in  tendering  his  resignation  to  the 
Board,   said, 

"With  this  resignation  I  want  to  express  my  deepest 
thanks  to  the  Board,  and  to  you  as  individuals,  for  your 
kindness  and  cooperation.  I  have  indeed  appreciated  the 
many  warm  courtesies  extended  to  me  as  your  represen- 
tative. 

"I  am  also  thankful  for  your  renewed  realization  of 
the  strategic  importance  of  Christian  Education  today  in 
the  life  of  the  Church." 

Brother  Shultz  began  his  work  with  the  Association 
two  years  ago.  During  this  time  he  has  traveled  exten- 
sively among  the  Brethren  Churches,  working  in  the 
areas  of  Leadership  Training,  Sunday  School  Extension, 
and  General  Church  Promotion. 

No  announcement  has  been  made  by  Brother  Shultz 
concerning  his  future  plans. 
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fire   You  Sure? 


MANY  TIMES  WE  HAVE  TALKED  to  people 
who  had  a  measure  of  doubt  as  to  whether 
br  not,  that,  if  they  should  die,  they  would  go  to 
iieaven. 

Others  have  expressed  themselves  that  "we  will 
lot  know  until  after  we  die  whether  or  not  we 
^o  to  heaven." 

Still  others  are  apparently  unconcerned  as  to 
uture  status. 

\  We  would  very  definitely  point  out  that  since 
bhis  life  is  a  preparation  for  the  next,  and  since 
the  next  life  shall  never  cease  to  be,  nor  shall  we 
3ver  change  or  be  able  to  change  our  status,  we'd 
Detter  give  it  our  utmost  concern. 

There's  no  doubt  about  man's  eternal  nature, 
rhe  creation  of  man  involved  three  things — the 
formation  of  his  body  from  the  clay,  the  breath- 
ing into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  and  his 
becoming  an  eternal  soul.  This  is  the  "nut-shell" 
\7ersion  of  man's  creation  in  Genesis  2:7.  It's  all 
there ! 

Sin  was  received  into  the  human  race  by  the 
failure  of  our  first  parents — bringing  the  curse 
of  death  to  both  body  and  soul.  To  the  body — dis- 
ease, sickness,  pain  and  death.  To  the  soul — a  liv- 
ing death  in  Hell,  which  Christ  says  was  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  in  all  this,  the  fact  of 
death  is  recognized  as  is  (in  all  races  and  climes) 
an  awareness  of  life  after  death! 

Pagans,  and  their  idol  sacrifices;  their  pilgrim- 
ages to  the  highlands  and  river  sources;  Indians 
and  their  "happy  hunting  grounds";  all  point  to 
the  inherent  fact  of  immortality.  Why  is  it  that 
even  among  the  most  pagan  peoples  there  is  this 
consciousness  of  a  continuation  of  life  after  the 
cessation  of  this  one?  Why  is  there  fear,  and  su- 
perstition and  the  death  wail,  when  the  hour  of 
death  arrives  ?  The  answer  is  simple.  Man  is  born 
an  eternal  soul  in  a  fleshly  body.  The  knowledge 


and  consciousness  of  this  nature  is  a  part  of  our 
personality,  and  we  can  no  more  escape  it  than 
we  can  the  fact  that  the  sun  rises  in  the  morn- 
ing and  sets  in  the  evening. 

Why  then,  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  life, 
and  the  certainty  of  a  life  after  death,  do  we  con- 
tinue to  dwell  with  doubts  in  our  mind  as  to  the 
nature  of  and  the  preparation  for  that  life? 

Since  sin  is  the  cause  of  separation  from  God; 
since  sin  is  what  dooms  a  man  to  eternal  living 
death  apart  from  God,  then  it  is  sin  which  must 
first  of  all  be  dealt  with  in  order  to  give  man  as- 
surance of  eternal  righteousness.  Sin  was  reck- 
oned with  on  Calvary,  when  Christ  died  and  shed 
His  blood.  This  was  atonement  for  sin.  By  faith, 
then,  all  who  see  Him  as  Saviour,  believe  in  Him 
and  accept  and  follow  Him,  receive  forgiveness 
for  sin.  Not  just  temporary  forgiveness,  but  eter- 
nal forgiveness. 

Then  we  are  able  to  say  with  Paul,  "I  know 
whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  persuaded  that  he 
is  able  to  keep  that  which  I've  committed  unto 
him  against  that  day."  II  Tim.  1:12.  The  danger 
comes  when  we  are  led  astray  by  our  own  desires 
into  a  life  of  sin.  Walking,  though,  in  faith  be- 
lieving, meeting  temptation  in  the  power  of  the 
Lord,  giving  true  penitence  when  overtaken  in 
sin,  we  are  assured  of  eternal  righteousness  in 
Him  who  said,  "Because  I  live,  ye  too  shall  live." 

Yes,  dear  friends,  we  can  know  that  we  are  on 
our  way  to  heaven.  With  Edwin  Hatch  we  can 
say, 

Breathe  on  me.  Breath  of  God, 
Fill  me  with  life  anew, 
That  I  may  love  what  Thou  dost  love, 
And  do  what  Thou  wouldst  do. 

Breathe  on  me.  Breath  of  God; 
So  shall  I  never  die, 
But  live  with  thee  the  perfect  life 
Of  Thine  eternity. 

W.  S.  B. 
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ONE  HUNDRED  and  thirty  five  years  ago,  in  the 
County  of  Fayette,  on  Brown's  Run,  was  born  a 
second  child  into  a  German  home.  The  county  was  named 
in  honor  of  General  Lafayette  who  had  come  from  France 
to  help  the  Colonists  in  their  struggle  for  freedom  from 
England.  The  date  was  September  27,  1821,  when  this 
daughter  was  bom.  However  we  have  an  old  obituary 
stating  that  the  year  of  the  birth  was  1827,  which  the 
writer  feels  is  a  typographical  error.  In  this  type  of 
work  contradictions  and  conflicts  in  material  meets  the 
author  on  every  hand.  A  "Fact"  today  is  contradicted 
tomorrow.  The  parents  were  Joseph  and  Sarah  Mack 
Longanecker.  The  second  child  born  to  this  union  was  a 
daughter  to  whom  they  gave  the  name  of  Nancy,  after 
her  maternal  grandmother  Nancy  Mack,  wife  of  Jacob. 
The  young  daughter  was  bom  into  a  home  already  well 
supplied  with  step-brothers  and  sisters,  as  well  as  an 
older  brother.  At  the  time  of  her  birth,  the  grandfather 
Jacob  was  occupying  the  Mill  site  and  was  operating  it 
with  his  adjoining  40  acres  plus  of  land.  Leckrones, 
Longaneckers  and  Macks  were  prominent  settlers  in  that 
day  on  the  Run  long  long  ago,  in  that  newly  settled 
section  of  South  Western  Pennsylvania. 

In  this  day  and  age  when  birth  certificates  are  a 
"must,"  the  German  people  knew  about  them  and  used 
them.  The  writer  was  loaned  the  original  birth  certifi- 
cate by  its  present  owner,  Mrs.  Matilda  Sangston  of 
Washington  Street,  Masontown,  and  a  cut  was  made 
therefrom.  The  certificate,  a  work  of  art  is  well  pre- 
served. It  is  of  considerable  size,  being  13%  by  16% 
inches.  It  is  in  colors  red  and  yellow  with  the  colors 
apparently  undimmed  by  age.  In  examining  the  docu- 
ment it  was  noticed  who  ever  filled  it  out  added  an  "e" 
in  the  Mack  name  spelling  it  Macke.  Nevertheless  it 
must  have  been  an  advanced  step  to  issue  such  an 
ornate  birth  certificate  in  a  simple  Dunker  home.  Yet 
we  have  information  that  baptismal  certificates  were 
issued  by  the  Brethren  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  in  1825. 

When  Nancy  Longanecker  was  bom  in  Brown's  Run 
there  was  not  any  church  building  of  Dunker  faith  in 
the  community.  It  was  not  until  some  14  years  later  that 
one  was  built.  Up  and  until  then  they  worshipped  in 
their  homes.  The  home  of  Jacob  Mack,  hard  by  the  Mill 
was  used  as  a  gathering  place  until  later  on  they  were 
able  to  build  a  church  upon  the  hill  just  South  and  over- 
looking Masontown. 


In  1835  when  Nancy  was  fourteen  years  of  age  defi- ! 
nite  steps  were  taken  to  erect  a  church  edifice.  Ephraim 
Walters  donated  a  lot  upon  the  hill  top  on  his  land 
South  of  Masontown.  John  DeBolt  who  owned  a  saw 
mill  agreed  to  saw  the  lumber.  Lumber  was  plentiful 
and  at  times  they  were  glad  to  get  the  land  cleared.  As- 
sembling at  appointed  times  and  donating  their  labor 
they  found  that  when  1836  had  rolled  around  they  were 
in  possession  of  a  commodious  frame  house  40  by  60 
feet  in  size.  This  church  was  used  for  their  worship  until 
June  30,  1887.  It  was  then  rebuilt.  Joseph  Moses  was 
the  Contractor  for  the  erecting  of  the  original  house  andi 
Ephi-aim  Walters  and  Samuel  Aughey  (Ache)  were  thei 
Trustees.  Jacob  Mack,  living  on  the  Mill  site  taken  over 
from  his  father  was  one  of  the  first  Pastors.  We  do^ 
not  have  the  date  of  his  ordination.  Jacob  Mack,  the 
father  of  the  Elder  had  in  the  meantime  emigi'ated  to 
Ohio,   settling   near  Brownsville,    Licking   County. 

Under  the  zeal  of  those  enthused  by  their  faith,  the 
work  grew.  It  was  soon  decided  to  launch  out  into  new 
fields.  We  have  the  information  given  in  "Two  Centuries 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Western  Pennsylvania," 
the  following  information  relative  to  the  establishment 
of  the  second  place  of  worship.  "On  September  15,  1837, 
William  Moser  of  Georges  Township  sold  to  Samuel 
Ache,  Ephraim  Walters  and  Daniel  Moser,  trustees  for 
the  'Georges  German  Baptist  Association,'  fifteen  and 
one-half  perches  of  land  in  Georges  township  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  church.  In  1838,  a  log  building,  the' 
Grove  church  was  erected." 

The  location  of  this  church  building  was  a  few  miles 
West  of  the  present  village  of  Fairchance.  To  the  East 
was  the  mountain  wall  and  on  every  hand  was  a  display 
of  the  beauties  of  nature.  The  Author  while  Pastor  of 
the  Masontown  Brethi'en  church  drove  from  time  to  time  ' 
by  the  side  of  the  chux'ch  location,  long  since  abandoned 
but  could  see  the  charm  of  its  natural  setting.  It  was 
this  church  which  for  a  time  pi'omised  to  outgrow  the 
mother  church  of  "Fairview"  at  Masontown.  The  "Grove"  ' 
church  as  it  was  called  was  the  one  to  which  the  sub- 
ject of  this  article  belonged  at  the  time  of  her  death.  ' 
Alexander  Mack,  the  Masontown  Merchant  visited  as  a 
young  man  various  activities  such  as  "singings"  and 
other  types  of  meetings  held  there  by  the  Brethren. 
Others  talked  of  its  erection  and  how  progress  was  being 
made   and   spoke   of  its   beauty.   Churches   were   plain  in 
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those  days  and  furnished  little  more  than  at  times 
protection  from  the  elements.  At  that  they  were  such  an 
improvement    over    barns    that    they    were    appreciated. 

In  1839,  when  James  Quinter  was  23  years  of  age,  he 
with  John  Umstead  visited  the  churches  in  Western 
Pennsylvania.  Quinter  made  such  an  impression  that  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  become  their  Pastor.  He  moved 
into  the  congregation  in  1842  and  lived  on  a  small  farm 
not  far  from  Masontown.  He  preached,  and  taught  school 
to  care  for  his  physical  needs.  This  was  the  day  of  the 
"P'ree  Ministry."  This  may  be  perhaps  the  first  refer- 
ence to  a  partially  supported  ministry.  He  was  also  given 
the  privilege  of  doing  evangelistic  work  outside  the  con- 
gregation. 

A  Sunday  School  was  organized  in  the  Grove  church 
in  1859.  Our  Bi-ethren  forefathers,  though  they  had  Sun- 
day Schools  before  Robert  Raikes  organized  the  ones 
in  England  for  which  he  has  often  been  credited  with 
being  first,  the  Brethren  did  not  hastily  organize  them 
in  their  work.  In  1861  the  log  building  at  "The  Grove" 
as  they  commonly  spoke  of  it  was  torn  down  and  a 
frame  building  took  its  place. 

On  December  16,  1841  Nancy  Longanecker  and  Joseph 
Moser  were  married.  He  was  of  the  German  Baptist 
faith.  The  date  of  his  birth  was  April  20,  1814.  Their 
occupation  was  that  of  farming.  To  the  union  of  Joseph 
and  Nancy  Longanecker  Moser  was  born  five  children. 
They  were  Sarah  Ann  Moser,  born  April  24,  1843,  dying 
March  10,  1918.  Her  funeral  was  conducted  in  the  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Uniontown  by  her  Pastor,  Rev.  E.  L. 
Miller.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church 
for  45  years.  The  second  child  to  be  born  to  the  union 
was  Daniel,  who  became  one  of  Uniontown's  grocers. 
The  third  child  was  Amanda  who  was  bom  on  August  21, 
1847.  She  was  married  to  Charles  Griffith.  Two  of 
Amanda  Moser  Griffith's  children  live  in  Masontown. 
They  carry  on  in  the  faith  of  their  ancestors.  They  are 
jvirs.  Charles  Griffith  (Matilda)  Sangston  of  Washing- 
ton Street,  and  Mrs.  Earl  Griffith  (Sallie)  Dugan  also 
oi  Washington  Street.  These  two  are  active  in  the  work 
af  the  church.  Mrs.  Sangston's  health  is  such  that  her 
physical  activities  are  limited.  The  fourth  to  be  born 
to  Joseph  and  Nancy  Moser  was  a  son  whom  they  named 
A.ltha.  He  was  born  October  16,  1849  and  became  one 
ot  Uniontown's  prominent  druggists.  The  fifth  and  last 
:hild  to  be  born  to  the  union  was  a  daughter  whom  they 
named  Matilda.  She  was  born  April  2,  1852. 

Just  when  the  Mosers  moved  to  the  Grove  community 
md  took  up  or  continued  farming  is  not  known  to  the 
fVuthor.  Never  the  less  they  lived  not  far  from  the  church. 
'Uncle"  Dan  Moser,  a  bx-other  of  Joseph  also  lived  near- 
by the  church.  On  preaching  days  both  houses  were 
''avorite  stopping  places  for  those  who  came  to  worship. 
While  perhaps  they  did  not  feel  it  so,  there  were  those 
vvho  felt  that  it  was  an  imposition  on,  thesQ  two  families 
,:o  be  hosts  each  preaching  day  to  so  many  people.  Much 
feed  was  needed  for  the  horses.  When  the  barns  were 
Itilled  they  were  tied  to  the  fence  posts,  rail  fences  or 
i^ai-ious  places  where  it  was  convenient.  If  any  brought 
;heir  horse  feed,  it  was  not  reported.  This  was  more  or 
ess  the  custom  of  the  day  and  the  fine  fellowship  and 
oleasant  visits  among  the  brotliers  and  sisters  of  the 
church  seemed  to   be  ample  reward  for  the   expense    of 


Nancy  Longanecker  Moser 


the  gathering.  Not  only  the  horses  had  to  eat  but  their 
owners  as  well.  The  hard  and  heavy  work  of  the  week 
was  made  lighter  when  they  could  recall  the  pleasant 
experiences  of  the  past  and  anticipate  them  on  the  next 
preaching  Sunday. 

Joseph  Moser  passed  away  on  May  1,  1894  at  the  age 
of  80  years  and  12  days.  He  was  buried  in  the  Lutheran 
cemetery,  German  Township.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
Rev.  P.  J.  Brown,  then  living  at  Congi-ess,  Ohio,  wrote 
an  eloquent  eulogy  of   Mr.   Moser. 

Nancy  Moser  saw  many  changes  in  the  community 
and  in  the  work  of  the  church.  She  said  good-bye  as  a 
young  girl  to  her  grand  parents,  Jacob  and  Nancy  Mack, 
for  whom  she  was  likely  named,  who  moved  to  the 
West,  as  Ohio  was  spoken  of  in  those  days.  She 
listened  to  the  fervent  preaching  of  Elder  James 
Quinter.  She  sat  under  the  preaching  of  her  Uncle,  Jacob 
Mack,  later  said  good-bye  to  him  as  he  moved  to  West- 
ern Illinois.  She  saw  her  Uncle  Jacob's  wife  sicken  and 
die  in  1855,  to  be  laid  to  rest  in  the  Fairview  Cemetery. 
There  was  a  rather  unusual  relationship  in  that  the 
aunt  by  marriage  to  her  uncle  Jacob  was  also  her  step- 
sister as  she  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Longanecker. 
Nancy  Moser  was  four  years  of  age  when  General  La- 
fayette visited  his  friend,  Albert  Gallatin,  at  New  Geneva, 
just  south  of  Masontown  in  1825.  While  she  likely  did 
not  realize  the  importance  of  this  event  in  the  commun- 
ity she  must  have  sensed  that  it  was  above  normal.  It 
was  talked  in  all  the  homes  of  the  community  where 
the  French  General  visited.  A  large  Mural  depicting  this 
visit  to  "Friendship  Hill,"  may  be  seen  in  the  Mason- 
town Postoffice. 

Mrs.   Moser  is   well   remembered  by  her  grand  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.   Charles   Sangston,  of  Masontown.   Mrs.   Sangs- 
ston  recently  desci-ibed  much  of  her  life  and  activities  to 
(Continued   on  Page   7) 
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(MRS  )     IDA    LINDOWER,    Adm.    Aaiiuant 


BE  PREPARED 

THE  SUNDAY  MORNING  OFFERING  at  General 
Conference  is  customarily  designated  for  some  spe- 
cific home  mission  project.  Sometimes  our  finances  are 
at  low  ebb  by  the  end  of  the  week  and,  in  consequence, 
our  conference  offering  suffers.  This  year,  begin  plan- 
ning for  that  offering  now! 

Save  for  the  conference  offering  yourself,  and  have 
your  church  send  a  substantial  contribution.  The  need 
is   great ! 

Where  does  the  conference  offering  go  this  year?  To 
SARASOTA,  to  be  sure.  The  board  was  unanimous  in  its 
agreement  that  this  offering  should  go  toward  building 
a  church  at  Sarasota.  Let's  begin  to  plan  toward  that 
offering  now. 

THE   TEN   DOLLAR   CLUB 

The  Ten  Dollar  Club  will  issue  another  call  about  June 
1  for  Sarasota.  Yes,  we  have  already  issued  one  call  of 
the  Club  for  Sarasota,  but  we  are  entitled  to  two  calls 
per  year,  if  necessary — and  it  is  necessary.  Up  to  the 
present  time,  $5,860  has  been  received  for  Sarasota — 
and  that  amount  will  not  build  a  church;  so  we  shall 
shortly  be  sending  out  another  appeal  and  PLEASE 
TAKE  NOTE:  Make  your  contribution  in  any  amount 
from  $10  and  UP. 

Don't  let  the  name  TEN  DOLLAR  CLUB  mislead  you. 
Gifts  of  $25,  $50,  $200,  $500,  $1,000  are  equally  accept- 
able and  will  not  jeopardize  your  standing  in  the  Club. 
Many  of  you  are  more  than  $10  worth  interested  in  build- 
ing a  church  at  Sarasota.  Wouldn't  you  like  to  PROVE 
IT! 


SPIRITUAL  PROFITS 

On  our  Argentina   Radio  Program  Investment 

(Taken  from  the  letter  of  Harold  E.  Stacey  in  Argen- 
tina— to  the  office) 

.  .  .  You  will  without  doubt  be  pleased  to  know  that 
the  radio  work  is  really  bringing  in  fruits.  God  has  won- 
derfully used  this  means  to  bring  many  others  into  His 
fold.  Last  Sunday,  in  a  fairly  small  town  of  Bernal  in 
the  south  of  Buenos  Aires,  just  after  the  Lord's  Supper, 
two  men  came  along  to  the  church  and  requested  to 
speak  to  the  pastor;  they  explained  that  they  had  come 
upon  request  of  an  elderly  lady  who  was  ill,  lying  in 
bed,  with  nobody   in  the  world  to  look  after  her. 

These  men  could  not  explain  the  reason  why  she 
wanted  to  speak  to  the  pastor,  but  said  that  it  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  a  radio  program  she  listens  to  every 
Sunday  and  Tuesday  evening. 

The  man  to  whom  they  made  the  request  told  them 
that  someone  would  visit  her  tomorrow  (Monday)  as  Sun- 


day was  a  very  busy  day.  The  men  insisted,  however, 
that  someone  should  go  that  moment  as  they  feared  shei 
might  not  live  through  the  night.  So  the  pastor,  with  ai 
member  of  his  church,  went  along.  They  found  the  womani 
lying  in  bed  seriously  ill. 

She  told  them  her  story  and  how  she  came  to  tunei 
in  to  the  radio  broadcast  on  Sunday  evenings  and  how 
she  was  trusting  in  the  Lord  as  her  Saviour.  She  had  a 
doubt  or  two  she  wished  to  clear  off  her  mind  before 
she  went  to  be  with  her  Saviour  in  glory.  The  pastor 
cleared  her  doubts  and  she  smilingly  confided  in  Him 
who  died  for  her  on  Calvary.  This  good  woman  passed 
away  at  8  o'clock  that  evening.  Another  soul  was  plucked 
out  of  Satan's  domain.  This  soul  had  no  time  to  do  "good 
works"  nor  to  be  baptized;  all  she  did  was  what  the 
thief  on  the  cross  did — she  just  simply  trusted,  that  was 
all.  If  only  the  world  today  would  do  just  the  same — 
trust  God's  word,  take  God  at  His  word  and  confide  in 
Him.  How  easy  and  simple  it  is  just  to  trust  and  obey. 
What   a   different   world   we   might  experience! 

Through  the  New  Testament 

Another  case  was  that  of  a  woman  who  by  chance 
tuned  in  on  a  Sunday  evening  to  our  radio  broadcast.! 
She  wrote  immediately  for  the  gift  of  the  New  Testa-i 
ment  with  selected  Psalms  which  we  always  offer  after 
our  releases  free  to  whoever  would  care  to  write  in. 
She  began  reading  it  according  to  the  rubber  stamp  in- 
structions on  the  first  page;  later  she  wrote,  requesting 
literatui'e.  A  few  days  after,  she  was  surprised  to  re- 
ceive the  visit  of  a  pastor  at  her  door,  who  had  gone  along 
just  to  check  up  and  see  whether  she  had  received  the 
book. 

At  first  she  denied  having  written  and  having  any 
knowledge  of  such  a  broadcast,  but  when  the  pastor  pulled 
out  of  his  pocket  the  same  letter  she  had  sent  us  in  her 
own  handwriting  and  signature,  blushing,  she  admitted 
having  done  so.  To  make  a  long  story  short,  after  a  time 
she  began  to  come  along  to  the  church  in  her  town.  She 
was  so  interested  that  she  managed  to  convince  her  hus- 
band, and  he  then  also  went  along.  The  result:  They  were 
both  baptized  two  Sundays  ago  and  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  church  in  their  town  of  Burzaco.  Another 
evidence  of  how  the  Lord  is  using  these  weekly  radio 
broadcasts. 

There  are  those  of  you  who  have  very  generously 
kept  the  supply  lines  moving  so  that  the  soldiers  on 
the  battlefields  could  do  their  job.  One  without  the  other 
may  be  useless,  but  united  in  mind  and  effort,  souls  are 
daily    passing   from    darkness   unto    eternal    light. 

Dear  friends,  please  do  remember  in  your  daily  prayers 
before  the  Throne  of  Grace  this:  One  of  the  greatest 
challenges  of  modern  times  is  the  Gospel  radio  work. 
Kindly  bear  in  mind  our  next  step  "The  Children's  Hour" 
which,  God  willing,  will  shortly  be  another  feature  in 
our  mutual  radio  effort. 
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NANCY   LONGANECKER  MOSER 
(Continued  from  Page  5) 


the  writer.  When  asked  as  to  the  cause  of  her  death, 
Mrs.  Sangston  replied,  "just  old  age  I  guess."  At  that 
she  was  not  old  as  we  might  measure  age  today.  She 
was  aged  74  years,  10  months  and  13  days  at  the  time 
of  her  death.  The  funei'al  service  was  conducted  at  her 
home  near  the  Grove  church  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Fitzgerald. 
The  old  obituary  loaned  the  Author  by  Mrs.  Sangston 
speaksi  for  itself.  The  Pastors  of  those  days  did  not  mince 
words.  The  interpretation  may  be  placed  upon  the 
thoughts  by  the  reader.  We  shall  bring  to  a  close  the 
story  of  this  faithful  mother  of  the  past  by  giving  the 
obituary  as  given  by  one  who  knew  her  so  well  and  who 
officiated  at  her  last  rites. 

"MOSER— Our  beloved  and  aged  sister  Nancy  Moser, 
wife  of  brother  Joseph  Moser  was  born  September  27, 
1824  &  departed  this  life  August  9,  189(5,  aged  74  years, 
10  months  and  13  days.  (The  obituary  states  she  was 
bom  in  1824  which  evidently  is  in  error.  Author).  She 
;lived  a  consistent  member  of  the  Brethren  Church  for  52 
{years.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  brother  Joseph 
'Moser,  Dec.  16,  1841.  From  this  union  sprang  5  children 
i3  daughters  &  2  sons.  The  3  daughters  followed  the  ex- 
jample  of  father  &  mother.  The  two  sons,  although  first 
class  men,  have  neglected  the  one  thing  needful   &  are 


standing  the  cold,  cold  world,  but  men  of  such  noble 
qualities  can't  long  resist  the  prayers  of  such  a  mother 
as  was  theirs.  Sister  Moser  a  short  time  before  her  de- 
parture called  in  the  elders  and  rendered  obedience  to 
the  last  command  of  St.  James  the  5th  chapter.  Her 
death  was  peaceful,  a  going  to  sleep  in  Jesus.  The  funer- 
al sermon  was  preached  at  her  residence  near  the  Grove 
Church  by  the  writer  from  Rev.  13:14  to  a  large  gath- 
ering of  people. 

J.  W.  Fitzgerald." 
Thus   is   numbered  with   the  faithful  one   who  was  in- 
deed a  "Mother  in  Israel." 

St.  James,  Maryland. 


CORRECTION.  Last  month,  in  Brother  Ankrum's  his- 
torical article  (Brethren  Evangelist,  May  12,  1956)  the 
picture  on  page  6  was  captioned  erroneously.  For  those 
who  are  saving  the  articles  we  here  give  you  the  correct 
caption : 

OLD  HOME  OF 

JOSEPH   AND   SARAH   MACK  LONGANECKER 

near  Masontown 

We  suggest  you  get  your  copy  and  write  the  correct 
caption  beside  the  picture.  We  thank  Brother  Ankrum  for 
calling  our  attention  to  our  error.  We  apologize  to  him 
and  to  our  readers  for  the  error.  W.  S.  B. 


Spiritual  fIDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

SOUND    DOCTRINE   MEANS    SOUND    THINKING 

"Take    heed     unto     thyself,    and     unto    the     doctrine." 
I  Tim.  4:16. 

EVERY  BIBLE  STUDENT  knows  how  strongly  sup- 
ported the  gospel  is  with  doctrine,  and  that  the  Gos- 
pel concerns  the  mind  as  well  as  the  heart.  Perhaps  too 
much  the  congregation  exacts  from  the  pastor  entertain- 
ment rather  than  instruction.  Perhaps  we  get  to  think 
like  the  woman  who  said  she  did  not  need  to  go  to  Bible 
i School;  she  had  attended  for  sixty  years  and  thought  she 
Iknew  enough.  (I  honestly  think  that  she  knew  so  little, 
'after  attending  so  long  that  she  was  afraid  to  have  peo- 
ple find  out  how  little  she  really  did  know  after  all.) 
To  be  a  thinker  we  must  have  something  as  the  basis 
of  our  meditations. 


He  who  thinks  that  he  knows  so  much  of  the  Scrip- 
tures that  he  does  not  need  to  learn  more  has  more  con- 
ceit than  real  knowledge.  Such  should  study  that  passage 
which  admonishes  us  "Not  to  think  more  highly  of  him- 
self than  he  ought  to  think"  and  should  set  himself  to 
"search  the  Scriptures,  for  these  are  they  which  testify 
of  me."  And  we  know  that  the  Scriptures  are  able  to 
make  us  wise  unto  salvation  through  faith  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

It  is  not  without  significance  that  our  earlier  litera- 
ture is  saturated  with  Scriptuie.  Those  who  wrote  it  lived 
in  a  religious  atmosphere.  Their  thinking  was  colored  by 
the  things  which  they  read.  And  their  thinking  was 
meaningful  and  purposeful.  It  was  founded  on  divine 
logic,  and  could  not  be  controverted.  It  can  scarcely  be 
said  of  present-day  literature  that  it  furnishes  the  basis 
for  doctrinal  soundness.  Paul  admonishes  Timothy  that 
by  taking  heed  unto  the  doctrine  and  continuing  in  those 
doctrines  he  shall  save  both  himself  and  them  that  hear 
him.  And  it  is  still  true  that  we  need  to  watch  our  think- 
ing that  we  may  be  nourished  up  in  the  faith,  and  kept 
unto  final  and  complete  salvation. 
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Conference  Theme:  "I  have  set  before  thee  an  open  door, 
and  no  man  can  shut   it."  Rev.  3:8. 


THE   PROGRAM 

Eastern   Standard  Time  Observed 
Tuesday   afternoon — June   19 

3:00     Song   Service    Mrs.   June   Allen,  Leader 

Devotions    Moderator 

Welcome   by   local    pastor 

Announcements 

Appointment  of  Credential   Committee 

Congregational  Hymn 

Sermon   Di'-  John  F.  Locke 

5 :30     Supper 

Tuesday   evening 

7:30     Song  Sei-vice 

Devotions   Isaac  Litton,  Vice-Moderator 

Special   Music 

Greetings    Rev.   E.   E.    Hale, 

President    Oak    Hill-Scarbro    Ministerial    Ass'n. 
Announcements 
Offering 

Moderator's    Address.  .Rev.    J.    Ray    Klingensmith 
Assignment   of   delegates    to   homes 

Wednesday   morning — June    20 

30     Devotions    Rev.   James   E.   Ault 

45     Address    Dr.   Joseph   R.    Shultz 

30     Business  Session 

Report   of    Credential    Committee 
Election   of   Officers 
Election  of  District  Mission  Board 
Nomination  of  College  Trustees 
Report  and  plans  for  summer  camps 
Appointment  of  Committees 

Resolutions;   Time   and   Place 
Greetings  from  Denominational  Leaders  present: 
Brethren    Youth    Representative: 
The  new  director  Rev.  Phil  Lersch 


CONFERENCE   OFFICERS 

Moderator    Rev.   J.    Ray   Klingensmith 

Vice-Moderator    Isaac    Litton 

Secretary-Statistician    Rev.    Milton    M.   Robinson 

Treasurer     Mark    Logan 


11:00     Departmental    Sessions 

Woman's   Missionary    Society 

Ministers  and   Laymen 

Rev.  L.  0.  McCartneysmith 
12:00     Lunch 

Wednesday  afternoon 

1 :30     Devotions    Rev.    Hays   Logan 

Sermon    Rev.   E.   L.   Miller 

2:15     Business   Session 

Minutes 

District  Mission  Board  report 

Report  of  Committee  on  Conference  Location 

Selection  of  Board  Members 

Other  Business 

Woman's   Missionary   Society 
Supper 

Wednesday  Evening 

Song  Service    Mrs.  Allen 

Devotions    Mrs.    Bea    Bischof 

Special  Music 

Announcements 

Offering 

Illustrated   Address  by  our   Missionaries, 

Rev.   and   Mrs.    Bob    Bischof 

Thursday  morning — June  21 

9:15     Devotions    Rev.    Bruce    Shanholtz 

9 :30     Sermon Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum 

10:00     Business  Session 

Minutes 

Reports 

All   Unfinished   Business 


3:00 
5:30 


7:30 
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11:00     Departmental  Sessions 

Woman's   Missionary   Society 
Ministers  and  Laymen    (In   charge   of   Laymen) 
Dr.  John   F.   Locke,   Speaker 

12:00     W.  M.   S.   Banquet 

Thursday   afternoon 

2 :00     Song  Service    Mrs.  Allen 

Devotions    Rev.   George    Drushall 

Message    Rev.    Guy   Ludwig 

Installation  of  new  Conference  officers 
Adjournment 


DBRECTiONS  FOR 

GETTING  TO  THE  OAK  HriL 

BRETHREN  CHURCH 

THOSE  COMING  from  the  East  and  North,  should 
take  U.  S.  11  to  Lexington,  Va.,  turn  westward  on 
U.  S.  60  to  Chimney  Corner,  W.  Va.,  about  three  miles 
past  Hawk's  Nest  State  Park.  Then  turn  south  on  U.  S. 
21,  about  fifteen  miles  to  Oak  Hill.  At  the  second  traffic 
light  in  town,  turn  right.  The  Church  is  one  block  from 
there. 

Milton  M.  Robinson,  Conference  Secretary. 


On  May  the  8th,  the  W.  M.  S.  sponsored  a  Mother- 
Daughter  banquet  and  100  mothers  and  daughters  re- 
sponded. The  W.  M.  S.  will  continue  their  good  work  by 
presenting  their  annual  public  service  while  the  Pastor 
is  attending  "camp"  in  California. 

Just  before  Easter  18  persons  made  the  good  confes- 
sion of  faith  and  just  this  week  6  more  were  baptized, 
bringing  our  membership  to  176.  We  are  happy  to  report 
that  general  attendance  in  all  services  is  about  30% 
above  last  year.  For  April  our  S.  S.  averaged  164  while 
on  Easter  we  broke  all  records  with  214  in  S.  S.  and  had 
220  in  the  Worship  service,  just  5  years  after  our  bii-th. 
We  are  happy  also  to  announce  that  another  big  step 
ahead  in  denominational  education  was  taken  this  spring 
when  we  put  the  "Brethren  Evangelist"  in  every  home 
in  our  congregation.  We  are  getting  a  lot  of  fine  com- 
ments from  people  that  have  had  limited  opportunity  to 
know   and   read   of  the  "workings"   of  the    Brethren. 

On  June  3rd  we  are  beginning  early  morning  worship 
services  at  8:30  Sunday  A.  M.  before  the  Sunday  School 
hour.  We  hope  by  Rally  Day  in  October  to  have  to  add 
the  11:00  service  again  without  discontinuing  the  early 
one.  This  is  just  another  "push"  the  Reverend  Grisso 
and  his  charming  Marjorie  have  set  us  to.  Blessings  on 
them  and  you  all. 

Virginia  Loveday 
Corresponding    Secretary 
Tucson,   Arizona. 


GKurcJfH 


TUCSON,  ARIZONA 

Something  new  is  always  happening  to  us  in  Tucson. 
The  Preacher  is  never  satisfied  with  the  "Status  Quo"  and 
tellg  us  so.  He  is  the  first  to  push  ahead.  So  we  all  take  a 
big  breath  and  push  some  more.  Now  it's  Vacation  Bible 
School  in  the  evening,  starting  May  28th  to  June  10th. 
We  have  heavenly  summer  evenings  so  it  should  be  a 
successful    venture. 

After  that  the  camping  program  for  youth  and  fami- 
lies with  the  Northern  California  churches  near  Yosemite 
National  Park,  will  be  shaping  up.  Much  planning  and 
enthusiasm  has  gone  into  this  project.  At  present,  20 
young  people  are  signed  up  and  several  families.  They 
raised  money  by  box  social,  car  washing  and  a  call  for 
contributions  to  the  wholesome  spirit  of  camping  for  re- 
ligious training.  It  has  all  been  very  successful,  the  Youth 
have  the  money  and  are  ready  to  go.  While  we  are  more 
than  grateful  to  the  California  people  for  the  liberal  in- 
vitation to  join  them  in  their  camp  thir  year,  the  950 
miles  each  way  has  stirred  us  to  start  making  plans 
already   for   a   camp   of   our   own   next   year. 


ARDMORE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 
SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA 

There  were  sixty  people  present  at  the  recent  Spring 
Communion. 

The  Junior  Sisterhood  public  service  was  given  on 
Sunday  evening.  May  6th.  The  girls  gave  a  short  pro- 
gram and  the  film,  "This  My  Son,"  was  shown. 

The  Mother  and  Daughter  banquet  was  held  May  10th 
with  the  Laymen  doing  the  serving.  There  were  125 
mothers  and  daughters  present.  A  missionary.  Miss  Ruby 
Hosteter,   from    Elkhart,  was    the    guest   speaker. 

May  28th,  Bob  and  Bea  Bischof  brought  a  missionary 
program  in  the  evening. 

Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  also  began  on  May  28th 
and  will  continue  each  evening  except  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day evenings  for  two  weeks.  The  grand  climax  will  be 
June  10th  when  the  children  will  give  their  Bible  School 
program  for  the  benefit  of  their  parents  and  friends. 
Mrs.  Marshall  Harman,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

H       H       H 

TIOSA,  INDIANA 

Rev.  O.  C.  Lemert  has  spoken  of  the  revival  at  Tiosa, 
during  the  first  two  weeks  of  April,  and  of  his  apprecia- 
tion of  the  fellowship  enjoyed  during  that  time,  but  he 
failed  to  tell  how  the  Lord  had  blessed  his  work  in  the 
church. 

Thirteen  individuals,  all  of  them  young  people,  with 
their  lives  before  them,  made  first  time  confe.'ssions.  One 
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of  these  was  the  father  of  two  small  children  and  his 
decision  completed  the  family  circle  in  the  church.  An- 
other, a  young  mother,  came  from  another  church  and 
was  baptized  by  triune  immersion  that  she  might  accom- 
pany her  young  daughter  who  had  just  made  her  first 
confession. 

On  the  afternoon  of  May  6th,  our  pastor,  Rev.  Wayne 
Swihart,  assisted  by  Rev.  Lemert,  baptized  and  received 
them  into  the  church.  That  morning,  another  young 
father  had  bi-ought  his  letter  from  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  that  his  family  circle  might  be  completed.  It 
was  truly  a  time  of  rejoicing  among  the  Brethren. 

The  Spring  Communion  was  held  May  13th  and  it  was 
a  happy  sight  to  see  so  many  young  people  gathered 
around  the  Lord's  table.  However  we  needed  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  new  recruits  since  we  do  have  several  older 
folks  among  us  who  are  ill.  One  brother  and  his 
wife  were  anointed  for  healing  and  received  the  com- 
munion in  their  homes. 

Another  worth-while  meeting  at  the  church  was  on 
May  17th  when  about  forty  mothers  and  daughters  gath- 
ered for  their  annual  banquet.  The  program  was  rather 
unique  in  that  it  depicted  the  life  of  the  child  from  in- 
fancy to  the  time  when  she  was  a  grandmother  and  wel- 
comed her  children  and  grandchildren  home.  Each  age 
was  portrayed  by  the  mother  and  daughter  and  made 
very    pleasing   fellowship    between    the    two    age   groups. 

To  go  back  in  time.  Dr.  Joseph  Shultz  held  a  Bible 
School  work  shop  here  October  23,  24  and  25th,  which 
was  well  received.  Acting  on  his  advice,  we  now  have  a 
Primary  and  Junior  Bible  School  with  their  own  officers 
and  teachers  conducting  their  sei-vices.  Each  child  and 
youth  in  their  classes,  upon  completing  certain  require- 
ments, has  also  been  given  a  Bible,  which  they  prize 
very  much. 

I  should  not  forget  to  tell  of  the  added  improvements 
to  the  church  itself.  A  new  electric  pump  has  water  on 
tap,  a  new  hot  water  heater  has  been  installed  and  a 
new  double  sink  had  been  added  to  the  kitchen.  The 
young  married  people's  class  had  started  the  work  by 
saving  for  the  electric  pump.  Then  one  of  the  older 
couples  purchased  the  hot  water  heater  and  the  ladies 
of  the  W.  M.  S.  bought  the  sink  for  the  kitchen.  So  you 
see  all  the  organizations  are  working  together  in  har- 
mony, for    which    we    praise    the    Lord,    for    truly,   "All 


things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God  .  .  ." 
Romans  8:28. 

The  W.  M.  S.  held  their  public  service  March  2nd. 
Rev.  Earl  Riddle  came  "home"  to  speak  to  us  and  we 
used  the  occasion  to  have  one  of  our  "church  family" 
dinners. 

We  pray  that  the  Lord  will  continue  to  bless  us  and 
that  we  will  be  able  to  do  His  will. 

Mrs.  Otto  Kath,  Church  Correspondent. 


INDIANA    DISTRICT   CONFERENCE 
Shipshewana  Lake,  Indiana 

June    I  l+h   to  14+h 
i^         ^         y^ 

SOUTHEASTERN 

DISTRICT   CONFERENCE 

Oak  Hill,  West  Virginia 

June    19th   to   21st 


Slatii  to  iMt 


DICKERHOFF.  Mrs.  Etta  V.  Dickerhoff,  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Brethren  Church  for  many  years,  died  May  1st, 
1956.  Born  April  13,  1884,  Mrs.  Dickerhoff,  (nee  Etta 
V.  Baker)  early  in  life  united  with  the  Brethren  Church 
at  Roann,  Indiana.  On  November  14,  1907  she  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Edwin  Dickerhoff,  also  a  member  of 
the  Roann  Church.  In  1931,  after  moving  into  the  North 
Manchester  community,  Mrs.  Dickerhoff  brought  her 
membership  into  the  North  Manchester  Brethren  Church 
and  was  a  faithful  and  loyal  suporter  of  the  church  as 
long  as  she  was  physically  able.  Survivors  include  her 
husband,  two  sons,  and  several  grandchildren.  Services 
conducted  by  her  pastor;  interment,  Fairlawn  Cemetery, 
North  Manchester. 

Henry  Bates,  Pastor. 


ATTENTION:  ALL  SISTERHOOD  GIRLS  PLANNING 
ON  ENTERING  ASHLAND  COLLEGE  THIS  FALL 


HURRY  before  it*s  too  late!  Applications  for 
the  Sisterhood  MjTi;le  Mae  Snyder  scholar- 
ship are  being  taken  now.  If  there  is  a  Sisterhood 
girl  in  your  church  who  will  be  a  freshman  at 
Ashland  College  this  fall  urge  her  to  apply.  She 
should  write  to  Carol  Berkshire,  Teegarden,  In- 
diana, for  information. 


mki\ 
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Sunday  School  Suggestions    by    Joseph  r.  Shuitz 

(Sponsored  by  the  National  Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Brethren  Church) 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  CAMPING  PROGRAM 


THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH  has  perhaps  accomplished 
more  with  her  young  people  in  STommer  camps  than 
in  any  other  phase  of  the  pi'ogram  of  Christian  educa- 
tion. It  possesses  the  basic  characteristics  of  the  church, 
the  school,  and  the  home  all  wrapped  up  in  an  ideal 
Christian  setting.  Therefore,  let  us  sell  this  priceless  pro- 
gram   to    our    children,    their    parents,    and    the    Church. 


May  we  suggest  that  each  chui'ch: 

1.  Use    posters,    bulletins,    personal    letters,    5    minute 
camp  life  skits  in   S.    S.   "Opening,"  Testimonies,   etc., 

2.  Appoint   a   Camp   enrollment   secretary,  enlist, 

3.  Ask  each  eligible  S.  S.  pupil  individually, 

4.  Provide    adequate    information    for    the    parents, 

5.  Provide  adequate  financial  funds  and  personal  help. 


Following    are    the    "Objectives     of    Brethren     Church       (You  may   have   a   copy   of   the   "Manual"  by   writing  to 
Camping"   as   outlined   in   the   "Brethren  Camp   Manual."      the  N.   S.   S.  A.,  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

OBJECTIVES  OF  BRETHREN  CHURCH  CAMPING 

"And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature,  and  in    favour    with 
God  and  man."  (Luke  2:52) 

Spiritual  1-   Christian  camping  provides  an   experience    of    Christian    living 

through  which  campers  come  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  Christian 
faith,  as  revealed  in  the  Word  of  God. 

2.  Camping  also  seeks  to  guide  individuals  to  make  a  personal  com- 
mitment to  Christ, 

3.  Church  camping  helps  campers  to  worship  God  through  different 
expressions  in  the  out-of-doors. 


Educational 


1.  Camping  seeks  to  increase  the  camper's  knowledge  of  the  Bible 
and  its  meaning  for  life, 

2.  Church  camping  provides  the  opportunity  for  the  camper  to  in- 
crease his  knowledge  of  the  church,  missions,  and  Christian  outreach. 

3.  A  definite  objective  of  camp  is   to    give    the    camper    leadership 
training,  and  to  enlist  him  in  Christian  service. 


Social 


Physical 


1.  Church  camping  guides  the  camper's  experience  so  that  he  may 
make  a  more  definite  contribution  to  his  home,  church,  and  community. 

2.  Camping  provides  the  opportunity  for  growing  persons  to  learn 
how  to  live  together  happily  and  well. 

3.  Camping  gives  the  young  person  a  new  perspective  through  the 
experience  of  being  away  from  home. 

1.  Summer  camping  provides  the  experience  of  living  in  the  out-of- 
doors  where  he  gains  new  knowledge  of  God's  nature,  and  the  physical 
skill  in  using  this  nature. 

2.  Camping  provides  the  facilities  for  every  type  of  summer  sport 
under  supervision. 

3.  Christian  camping  enables  the  camper  to  have  a  wholesome  and 
happy  time. 
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Vrayer  fl^eeting 
Studies 

TBy  G.  7.  §ilnier 


OLD  AGE 

Other  hands  must  cleave  the  wood 

And  other  hands  must  guide  the  plow. 
My  hands  are  willing,  if  they  could 

But  ah,  they  cannot  do  so  now. 
So    other  hands   must   break  the   bread 

And  make  the  beds,  and  sweep  and  sew 
And  nurse  the  children  when  they  tire, 

And   soothe   away  their  childish   woe. 
For  youth  has  gone  like  archer's  shaft 

That  speeds  away  to  seek  its  quest, 
And  now  I  sigh,  where  once  I  laughed; 

Instead  of  action,  I  want  rest. 
But  yet,  I  have  a  peace  serene — 

The  "many  mansions"  are  so  near — 
The  Holy  Spirit  speaks  within — 

And  Christ,  my  Savior,  is  more  dear. 

— H.   A.   and   Bessie   Thompson, 
78  and  77  years  of  age. 

THE  ABOVE  LINES  are  taken  from  Shakespeare's 
(Job  7:6,  7;  14:1,  2).  The  length  of  life  is  just  a 
passing  shadow  (Psalm  102:11).  We  appear  for  a  little 
time  and  we  vanish  away  (Psalm  103:15-18;  144:3,  4). 
Time's  distinctions  in  men  disappear  in  death  (James 
1:9,  11;  Prov.  23:5).  We  pass  this  life,  but  the  Word 
of  the  Lord  "endureth  forever"   (1  Peter  1:23-25). 

"The  young  may  die,  and  the  old  must  die"  (Josh.  23: 
1,  2).  In  the  wisdom  of  his  old  age  Joshua  sought  to 
urge  the  people  to  be  strict  with  themselves  and  to  love 
the  Lord  their  God  (Josh.  23:11).  His  predecessor,  Moses, 
in  looking  backward,  gave  his  wonderful  fai-ewell  address 
in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy. 

"The  young  cannot  look  back  and  say, 

'He  led  me  thus  and  so; 
Here   is    the    blueprint   of   my    life,' 

But  as  we  older  grow 

"It  is   a   sweet   and  precious   thing 

In  retrospect  to  see, 
How    through    the    myriad    maze    of    roads 

We   might  have   taken.  He 

"Kept  our  soft  wayward  feet  upon 

The   road  He  chose  for  us. 
Now  just  around  the  bend  there  lies 

The  City  Glorious. 

"He  who  has  kept  us  safe  thus  far, 

And  would  not  let  us   roam, 
Will   lead   us   gently   by  the  hand 

And  take   us   sweetly  Home. 

"The  young  can  only  trust  to   Him, 
And  walk  by  faith;  but  we. 


Those   who  have   traveled  longer  roads. 
And  older  grown — can  see!" 

And  so  the  aged  David  charged  his  son  Solomon  to 
carry  on  in  his  stead  (1  Kings  2:1,  2,  10,  11).  Joseph 
gave  instiniction  to  his  brethren  before  he  died  (Gen. 
50:24-26).  His  father  had  given  final  counsel  to  him  (Gen. 
47:29-31).  Israel  gave  his  final  blessing  to  the  sons  of 
Joseph  (Gen.  48:8-11).  He  prophesied  the  history  of  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  and  then  died  (Gen.  49:33).  "The 
paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave"  as  far  as  our 
bodies  are  concerned  (Job  30:23),  but  ETERNITY  IN 
ONE  OF  TV/0  PLACES  WILL  HAVE  JUST  BEGUN 
(John  5:28,   29). 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  June  17,  1956 

AMBASSADOR   IN   BONDS 

Lesson:  Acts  26:2-8,  19-23 

"Sweet  are  the  uses  of  adversity; 

Which,  like  the  toad,  ugly  and  venomous. 

Wears  yet  a  precious  jewel  in  his  head; 

And   this  our   life,   exempt  from   public  haunt. 

Finds  tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running  brooks, 

Sermons  in  stones  and  good  in  everything. 

I  would  not  change  it." 

THE  ABOVE  LINES  are  taken  from  Shakespear's 
play,  "As  You  Like  It."  The  scene  is  the  Forest  of 
Arden:  the  speaker  is  the  banished  Duke.  The  Duke  is 
speaking  to  his  faithful  followers,  commenting  on  the 
good  which  has  resulted  from  their  adversities.  He  was 
wise  enough  to  determine  to  make  the  best  of  his  situa- 
tion. 

The  Apostle  Paul  would  have  said  "Amen"  to  these 
lines  of  Shakespeare.  He  had  better  reason  than  the  Duke 
to  feel  that  adversity  can  be  sweet.  Paul  was  God's 
Chosen  Vessel,  and,  therefore,  was  under  the  providential 
care  of  the  Omnipotent  God!  He  had  full  assurance  that 
"all  things  work  together  for  good."  While  imprisoned 
in  Rome  he  wrote  to  the  Chui-ch  at  Philippi:  "Now  I 
want  you  to  rest  assured,  brothers,  that  those  things 
which  have  befallen  me  have  actually  resulted  in  the 
progress  of  the  good  news  (Gospel)"  (Williams — 1:12). 
A  Christian  with  such  an  attitude  is  hard  to  defeat! 

In  Acts  26,  where  our  lesson  is  found,  we  find  the 
Apostle  Paul  in  Caesarea  standing  before  Governor 
Festus  and  King  Agrippa  II.  He  is  bound  in  chains 
(verse  29). 

It  was  impossible  to  dampen  the  passion,  zeal,  and 
Godly  enthusiasm  of  this  man  Paul!  Others  had  tried  to 
do  so,  but  without  success.  In  Antioch  Paul  and  Barna- 
bas were  persecuted  by  the  Jews,  but  they  merely  "shook 
off  the  dust  of  their  feet  against  them,"  and  moved  on 
(13:51).   Their  journey  took   them   to   Lystra,  where   the 
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power  of  God  was  manifested  in  such  outstanding  fash- 
ion that  a  crippled  man  was  healed.  In  spite  of  this, 
hatred  against  Paul  was  stirred  up  in  the  city,  so  that 
they  stoned  him  and  left  him  for  dead  (14:19).  On  Paul's 
second  journey  the  people  of  Philippi  scourged  and  im- 
prisoned him  and  his  companion.  Still  we  read:  "And  at 
midnight  Paul  and  Silas  prayed,  and  sang  praises  unto 
God"  (16:25). 

All  these  events  and  more  Paul  described  in  II  Cor- 
inthians 11:24-27:  "Five  times  I  have  taken  thirty-nine 
lashes  from  the  Jews,  three  times  I  have  been  beaten 
by  the  Romans,  once  I  have  been  pelted  with  stones; 
three  times  I  have  been  shipwrecked,  and  once  I  have 
spent  a  day  and  night  adrift  at  sea.  I  have  served  Him 
on  frequent  journeys,  in  dangers  from  rivers,  dangers 
from  robbers,  dangers  from  my  own  people,  dangers 
from  the  heathen,  dangers  in  the  city,  dangers  in  the 
desert,  dangers  at  sea,  dangers  from  false  brothers, 
through  toil  and  hardship,  through  many  a  sleepless 
night,  through  hunger  and  thirst,  through  many  a  fast- 
ing season,  poorly  clad  and  exposed  to  cold"  (Williams 
trans.) 

In  spite  of  these  hardships  and  afflictions  which  came 


because  of  the  Gospel — in  spite  of  the  fact  he  was  now 
in  chains — Paul  was  still  an  Ambassador  for  Jesus  Christ ! 
In  this  26th  chapter  of  Acts  he  boldly  stands  before 
King  and  Governor  and  relates  once  again  the  thrilling 
story  of  his  conversion  experience. 

Having  completed  his  story,  he  presses  home  the  truth 
with  these  words:  "King  Agrippa,  beiievest  thou  the 
prophets?  I  know  that  thou  beiievest"  (A.  S.  V. — 26: 
27).  The  King  turned  away  fi-om  the  Gospel  that  day, 
but  Paul  had  given  him  an  opportunity  to  receive  the 
Word  of  God. 

Felix,  who  had  preceded  Festus  as  Governor,  had  also 
heard  the  Gospel  from  Paul.  "Felix  .  .  .  sent  for  Paul, 
and  heard  him  concerning  the  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  And 
as  he  reasoned  of  righteousness,  and  self-control,  and 
the  judgment  to  come,  Felix  was  terrified,  and  answered, 
Go  thy  way  for  this  time;  and  when  I  have  a  conven- 
ient season,  I  will  call  thee  unto  me"  (A.  S.  V. — 24: 
24-25). 

No  matter  where  he  was,  or  before  whom  he  stood, 
Paul  was  an  Ambassador  for  Jesus  Christ.  As  such  his 
message  was  brief,  but  to  the  point:  "We  pray  you  in 
Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God"   (II  Cor.  5:20). 


Attention:    All  OHIO  BRETHREN 


A  VERY  IMPORTANT  PIECE  OF  INFORMATION 
FOR  ALL  OHIO  BRETHREN: 

Trinity     Brethren    Church 
7th  &  Gibbs  N.  E. 
Canton,  Ohio 

THE  CANTON  CHURCH  is  the  host  Church  for  Dis- 
trict Conference.  As  you  are  well  aware,  the  time, 
place,  and  program  have  all  been  changed.  At  first  this 
seems  as  though  it  would  make  it  easy  for  the  host 
church,  but  with  each  new  change  there  is  a  new  prob- 
lem. We  are  asking  your  help  and  co-operation  in  pro- 
moting District  Conference  and  in  trying  to  make  sure 
that  everyone  has  a  very  enjoyable  time. 

The  Conference  will  be  held  at  Linwood  Park  on  Lake 
Erie,  just  east  of  Vermillion,  Ohio.  The  E.  U.  B.  Church 
owns  a  Tabernacle,  Chapel,  Cafeteria,  and  several  dor- 
mitories on  the  grounds.  We  have  rented  this  for  Con- 
ference. As  you  enter  the  Park  you  will  have  to  pay  a 
gate  fee  which  entitles  you  and  your  passengers  to  use 
the  other  park  facilities  which  do  not  belong  to  the 
Church.  There  is  a  special  rate  for  those  staying  several 
days  or  it  can  be  paid  by  the  day.  But  you  must  pay 
this  gate  fee  as  you  enter. 

Conference  will  begin  on  Thursday  morning,  July  12, 
at  10  A.  M.,  with  registration  and  room  assignments. 
This  will  be  done  in  the  Chapel  behind  the  Tabernacle. 
Lunch  will  be  served  and  the  first  session  will  be  at  2 
P.  M.  This  is  Daylight  Saving  Time.  Conference  will  dis- 
miss at  the  close  of  the  Worship  Service  on  Sunday 
morning,  July  15.  Each  and  every  pastor  and  church 
delegate   should  plan  to  be  present  for  this  service. 

Meals  will  be  served  on  the  grounds:  Breakfast  75c, 
Lunch  $1.00,  and  Dinner  $1.25.  For  full  time  Conference 


the  meals  would  cost  $9.00  per  person.  Children  under 
12  can  eat  for  half-price  and  there  is  usually  no  charge 
for   children   under   3. 

Lodging  will  be  available  on  the  grounds  also.  It  will 
be  $1.00  per  person  per  night  in  rooms  accommodating 
two  or  three  persons.  Those  desiring  single  rooms — $2.00 
per  night.  However,  there  is  only  room  for  about  115, 
unless  additional  provisions  are  made,  so  it  will  be  neces- 
sary that  all  reservations  for  Conference  be  in  no  later 
than  June  20:  Send  them  to: 

Rev.    Robert    Keplinger, 
1234  23rd  St.  N.  W. 
Canton  9,   Ohio. 

There  are  places  for  men,  woman,  couples  and  fami- 
lies. Several  units  have  cooking  facilities  available.  Make 
your  reservation  definite  as  to  how  many  are  in  your 
group — name,  address,  church,  age,  sex;  and  also  the 
time  you  will  spend  at  Conference  The  best  way  is  to 
come  on  Thursday  morning  and  stay  through  Sunday 
morning.  We  will  do  our  best  to  work  out  satisfactory 
arrangements  for  all.  Meals  and  lodging  can  be  found 
outside  the  park,  but  at  a  much  greater  expense.  Each 
person  must  furnish  bed  linens  and  blankets.  Pillows 
will  be  provided.  Enjoy  the  fellowship  and  come  for  the 
full  Conference. 

Please  publicize  this  and  make  sure  the  reservations 
ai'e  sent  in  as  soon  as  possible.  It  looks  very  much  as 
if  the  Conference  will  be  the  largest  yet — and  so — first 
reservations  will  get  first  choice.  Not  only  are  we  work- 
ing for  a  large  crowd  but  for  a  large  spiritual  uplift. 
Let's  each  one  do  our  part  in  promoting  the  program. 
In  His  Service, 

Rev,    Robert  Keplinger. 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Direcfor 

EVERY  GENERATION  can  look  back  over  the  years 
and  see  that  it  made  many  changes  in  customs 
since  the  days  of  their  fathers.  In  some  cases  these 
changes  have  come  about  for  good,  a  mere  adaptation  to 
changing  times  and  meeting  needs  in  a  changing  world; 
in  others  the  "younger  generation"  was  rebelling  against 
the  domination  of  the  former,  seeking  freedom  from  ideas 
and  customs  that  they  no  longer  deem  worthwhile  and 
beneficial.  It  is  extremely  difficult,  and  a  precarious 
business  of  teaching  and  leading  young  people  during 
that  change,  to  keep  it  gradual  and  constant,  and  to  make 
sure  that  the  changes  are  not  in  sincerity  of  attitude 
toward  worship. 

When  the  matter  is  boiled  down  I  believe  it  is  the 
desire  of  each  generation  to  have  liberty,  and  to  serve 
in  the  way  that  is  peculiar  to  their  own  times.  They  are 
trying  to  do  what  Paul  meant  when  he  said  to  the  Gal- 
atians,  "Stand  fast  therefore  in  the  liberty  wherewith 
Christ  hath  made  us  free,  and  be  not  entangled  again 
with  the  yoke  of  bondage."  No  generation  has  the  right 
to  dominate  another,  or  to  attempt  to  coerce  others  to 
live  out  their  customs  and  ideas  to  the  letter.  They 
confuse  customs  with  spirit  when  they  do  that.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  no  generation  can  educate  itself  entirely 
free  from  the  advice  and  experience  of  the  former. 
Mother  and  dad  contribute  heavily  to  the  lives  of  their 
children,  but  the  children  will  live  in  their  own  genera- 
tion, adding  to  and  detracting  from  the  modes  and  man- 
ners of  their  elders  according  as  they  see  fit.  Many  of 
these  changes  will  be  beneficial;  many  will  be  detrimen- 
tal  and  prove  to   be   seriously  in  error. 

THE  WAY  OF  FREEDOM 

Christ  came  to  make  us  free,  and  free  we  are  if  we 
serve  Him,  no  matter  what  others  may  think  of  us,  or 
what  they  may  desire  to  do  to  control  our  very  lives. 

NOT  LONG  AGO  I  was  driving  from  Ashland  to  Penn- 
sylvania to  fill  an  engagement  to  speak.  It  was  a  rainy 
day  and  the  traffic  was  heavy.  I  didn't  have  much  time 
to  spare,  so  I  was  a  bit  uneasy  as  I  followed  along  be- 
hind one  big  transport  truck  after  another,  unable  to  free 
myself  from  the  burden  of  traffic  and  drive  with  satis- 
faction to  my  destination.  Muddy  water  constantly  bom- 
barded my  windshield  from  the  big  wheels  of  the  tracks, 
making  my  eyes  strain  to  see  through  the  slush,  looking 
for  an  opportunity  to  pull  out  and  pass  the  huge  vehicles. 
Mile  after  mile  slowly  dragged  by,  my  time  wasting 
away  and  my  nerves  wearing  thin  from  the  strain.  "If 
only  I  could  work  myself  free  from  this  traffic!"  I 
thought. 

And  then  I  came  to  the  newly  constructed  Ohio  Turn- 
pike. I  pulled  up  to  the  interchange,  picked  up  my  ticket 
and  relaxed  as  my  car  moved  forward,  rapidly  approach- 
ing the  speed  limit.  Traffic  was  still  heavy,  but  it  was 
all  moving  steadily  and  smoothly  in  the  direction  I  vdshed 
to  go.  When  I  wished  to  pass  a  slower  moving  vehicle 


it  was  a  simple  matter  of  turning  out  into  the  other  lane 
and  going  around.  I  WAS  FREE!  My  burden  was  lifted! 

BUT  WAIT  A  MINUTE!  Did  I  say  free?  The  laws  on 
this  new  turnpike  were  stricter  than  the  laws  of  the  state 
on  the  other  highways.  Let  me  disobey  these  laws  and  see 
what  happens!  What  if  I  desired  to  leave  the  highway? 
There  are  heavily  constructed  fences  on  both  sides  of 
the  highway.  One  cannot  turn  around  and  go  the  oppo- 
site direction  without  being  arrested.  This  road  had  been 
constructed  to  enhance  the  traffic  of  the  state,  but  the 
government  realized  that  law  enforcement  would  be  re- 
quired to  keep  the  traffic  moving  freely  and  to  keep  the 
cars  and  passengers  free  from  danger. 

But  I  didn't  want  to  leave  the  highway;  I  had  no  de- 
sire to  break  the  speed  limit,  for  it  was  adequate  for 
my  needs  at  the  time.  I  felt  that  the  policemen  were 
my  friends,  hired  to  render  many  services  for  me  in  case 
I  needed  it,  and  to  protect  me  from  "crazy"  drivers.  Was 
this  freedom?  It  certainly  was — the  best!  I  got  to  my 
destination  on  time,  and  without  harm.  The  Turnpike 
saved  me.  The  former  generation  had  built  highways  for 
their  needs,  but  this  generation  saw  a  greater  need,  and 
built  super  highways  to  meet  the  new  demands.  The  new 
highways  are  patterned  after  the  old  ones,  some  of 
which  were  highly  suggestive  of  the  new  Turnpikes. 
Knowledge  of  road-building  was  handed  down  to  this 
generation,  but  was  improved  upon  by  the  younger  gen- 
eration. This  is  as  it  should  be. 

THE  HIGHWAY  OF  SCRIPTURE 

There  is  a  Highway  which  is  mentioned  in  the  Bible — 
CHRIST.  He  is  the  way  to  all  accomplishments  and  holy 
destinations  for  all  generations,  "Prepare  ye  the  way  of 
the  Lord,  make  straight  in  the  desert  a  highway  for  our 
God.  Every  valley  shall  be  exalted,  and  every  mountain 
and  hill  shall  be  made  low:  and  the  crooked  shall  be  made 
straight,  and  the  rough  places  plain.  (Isaiah  40:3,  4.)." 

Whether  we  belong  to  the  former,  or  the  latter  gen- 
eration, let  us  make  sure  we  are  building  according  to 
the  pattern  of  Him  who  is  the  "way,  the  truth  and  the 
life."  To  each  succeeding  generation  He  ought  to  appear 
as  a  bigger  and  more  "super"  Highway.  He  is  the 
TURNPIKE  TO  HEAVEN! 
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LOVE   SUFFERETH    LONG   AND   IS   KIND 

I   Corinthians   13 

"Do  you  know  the  world  is  dying  for  a  littlei  bit  of  love  ? 
Everywhere  we  hear  the  sighing  for  a  little  bit  of  love; 
For   the   love   that   rights   a   wrong,   fills   the   heart  with 

hope   and   song; 
They  have  waited,  oh,  so  long,  for  a  little  bit  of  love." 

TN  OUR  WORLD  of  hurry  and  bustle,  unrest,  and  frustra- 
tion,  it  seems  to  me,  as  Christians,  we  need  to  refer  to 
the  teachings  of  I  Cor.  13  very  often. 

As  the  world  tends  toward  speed  and  efficiency  mechan- 
ically, we  too,  might  become  a  bit  mechanical  in  our  living. 
Even  in  our  consideration  for  those  with  whom  we  asso- 
ciate, and  labor. 

Let  us  consider  a  moment,  the  life  of  our  Lord.  He 
went  about  daily  doing  kind  things  for  all  he  met.  Things 
that  proved  His  great  love  for  each  individual,  and  His 
concern  for  each  one's  trials  and  misunderstandings. 

He  says,  "This  is  my  commandment,  that  ye  love  one 
another  as  I  have  loved  you."  This  commandment  sug- 
gests a  profound,  vibrant  love.  He  gave  His  life  be- 
cause of   love. 

He  bought  us  with  a  great  price  and  we  are  His.  He 
therefore  commands  us  to  respect  His  supreme  sacrifice, 
for  His  blood  was  shed  for  all.  Therefore,  he  wants  us 
to  love  all.  He  says,  "Whatsoever  ye  do  unto  the  least 
of  these  my  brethren,  ye  do  it  unto  me."  When  we  mis- 
use our  fellowmen  we  are  directly  misusing  our  Lord. 

Let's  consider  well  what  we  say  and  do.  Regardless  of 
how  capable  we  might  be,  or  ever  become,  in  Christian 
work,  if  we  hurt  those  with  whom  we  work,  it  would 
be  better  if  we  did  nothing  at  all.  For  Jesus  tells  us, 
"Whoso  shall  offend  one  of  these  little  ones,  which  be- 
lieve in  me,  it  were  better  that  a  millstone  be  hanged 
about  his  neck,  and  that  he  be  drowned  in  the  depths 
of  the  sea." 

Paul  also  teaches,  "And  though  I  have  the  gift  of 
prophecy,  and  understand  all  mysteries,  and  all  knowl- 
edge; and  though  I  have  all  faith,  so  that  I  could  remove 
mountains,  and  have  not  love,  I  am  nothing."  We  are 
also  exhorted  that,  in  as  much  as  it  is  possible  within  us, 
we   are   to   live   peaceably  with   all  men. 

Again  Paul  gives  us  instructions  as  to  what  to  look 
for  in  a  life  of  love.  If  we  read  I  Cor.  13,  we  find  to 
Love,  is  to  be  Patient,  Kind,  Generous,  Humble,  Cour- 
teous, Unselfish,  Good-natured,  Without  Guile,  With  Sin- 
cerity. We  can  see  at  a  glance,  to  incorporate  all  this 
in  our  lives,  could  not  be  easy,  however,  we  are  to 
"grow  in  grace,  and  unto  perfection."  Therefore  we  will 
need  to  practice  and  surely,  to  pray  for  God's  help. 
Wouldn't  it,  however,  be  well  worth  our  time  and  trou- 
ble? 


The  Bible  also  teaches  us  there  are  two  kinds  of  sins. 
The  sins  of  the  body,  and  the  sins  of  the  disposition. 
The  Prodigal  son  is  a  good  example  of  the  sins  of  the 
body,  while  the  Elder  Brother  exemplifies  the  latter.  Let 
us  consider  the  ingredients  of  his  life:  Jealousy,  Anger, 
Pride,  Uncharity,  Cruelty,  Self-righteousness,  Touchi- 
ness, Doggedness,  Sullenness;  from  which  we  find  no  ac- 
count   of   his    forgiveness. 

He  did  not  have  God  in  his  heart,  neither  would  he 
forgive.  "If  ye  forgive  not  men  their  trespasses,  neither 
will  your  Heavenly  Father  forgive  you  your  trespasses." 
It  is  better  not  to  live,  than  not  to  possess  that  spirit 
of  forgiveness,  and  love."  He  that  loveth  not  knoweth 
not  God;  for  God  is  love." 

Our  temperament  can  change,  only  as  we  permit  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  to  penetrate  our  very  souls.  He  says, 
"Let  all  your  things  be  done  with  charity."  Then  let  us 
now  begin  to  incorporate  more  love  into  our  daily  liv- 
ing. 

"I  shall  pass  through  this  world  but  once. 

Any  good  thei'efore  that  I   can  do. 

Any  kindness  that  I  can  show  to  any  human  being, 

Let  me  not  forget  it,  Let  me  not  neglect  it. 

I   shall   not  pass   this   way  again." 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Kindley. 

North  Manchester,   Ind. 

Let  us  no  longer  be  afraid  to  be  dogmatic.  To  be  dog- 
matic is  not  to  be  dictatorial.  To  be  dogmatic  is  simply 
to  be  confident  concerning  that  which  we  know  to  be  the 
truth.  Where  anyone  has  mastered  the  facts  of  any  branch 
of  knowledge  we  expect  him  to  be  dogmatic,  except  in 
religion!  If  ever  I  am  to  go  under  the  surgeon's  knife, 
I  shall  want  to  find  a  man  who  knows  most  about  the 
type  of  surgery  which  is  involved,  and  who  is  completely 
devoid  of  any  misgiving  or  hesitation  in  handling  the 
lethal  instruments.  I  shall  want  my  surgeon  to  be  dog- 
matic to  the  last  degree.  And  if  I  am  given  one  of  those 
spinal  shots  which  leave  one  wide  awake  to  see  the  ghost- 
ly company  surrounding  the  operating  table,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  spared  any  round-table  discussion  about  the  pro- 
cedure. When  life  is  at  stake,  we  want  thoroughly  in- 
formed and  confident  counsel.  Yet,  when  the  very  life 
of  the  soul  itself  is  at  stake,  with  what  strange  perver- 
sity do  we  Protestants  decry  the  note  of  certitude!  In  no 
other  realm  of  knowledge  do  we  exalt  the  man  who  says, 
"Of  course,  I  would  not  be  dogmatic  about  it."  It  is  only 
in  the  field  of  religion  that  we  have  come  to  exalt  the 
mood  of  tolerance  above  all  other  intellectual  virtues. 
We  American  Protestants  are  the  victims  today  of  a  pas- 
sion for  religious  tolerance  which  allows  no  conviction  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  its  determination  to  sweep  everybody 
into  one  cheerful  company,  whose  sole  loyalty  is  to  one 
conviction  alone  —  tolerance  of  everything!  Lacking  a 
first-hand  experience  of  Christ  and  His  saving  grace, 
multitudes  of  our  church  people  are  finding  a  spurious  re- 
ligious glow  in  movements  which  promise  to  bring  in  the 
millennium  by  uniting  all  religious-minded  people  into  one 
group  by  means  of  some  magic  formula  which  places  fel- 
lowship above  conviction. — Walter  Barlow  in  GOD  SO 
LOVED  (Revell). 


Brethren  Historical 
Manchester  Golleg©" 
N.   Manchester,   Ind. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND.  The  Hagerstown  Breth- 
ren are  planning  on  conducting  a  financial  campaign  this 
fall  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  erect  an  educa- 
tional building. 

The  annual  dinner,  given  for  the  church  workers,  was 
held  recently. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. The  Father  and  Son  banquet  was  held  on  May  26th. 
Roger  Mowery,  principal  of  the  Quincy  Schools,  was  the 
scheduled  speaker.  One  hundred  and  four  men  and  boys 
were  present.  A  boys'  orchestra  of  9  pieces  furnished 
special  music  for  the  evening. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  The  Sisterhood  public  pro- 
gram was  presented  the  evening  of  May  27th. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN. 
Brother  Elmer  Keck  notes  that  new  carpet  has  been  put 
down  in  the  church,  a  gift  from  the  Laymen  and  W.  M.  S. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal  is  the 
scheduled  speaker  for  the  Laymen's  Public  program  on 
June  24th. 

CANTON,  OHIO,  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Cash  Day 
was  held  on  June  3rd. 

"Visitation  Day"  is  scheduled  for  June  19th. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  William  Fells  informs  the  Editor  that  they 
have  .iust  completed  a  Mission  Study  held  in  three  Sun- 
day evening   services. 

May  20th,  Bob  and  Bea  Bischof  told  of  Missions  in 
Africa;  May  27th,  Brother  Clayton  Berkshire  told  of 
Missions  in  Argentina;  and  on  June  3rd,  John  Rowsey 
told  of,  and  showed  slides  on  our  Home  Mission  work. 

Brother  Fells  says  that  this  mission  was  well  received. 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Ashland  Seminary  student, 
Richard  Allison,  of  Milledgeville,  Illinois,  was  guest 
speaker  in  the  Williamstown  church  on  May  27th. 

FAIR  HAVEN,  OHIO.  Jerry  Flora,  a  middler  in  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary,  has  accepted  the  call  to  fol- 
low Phil  Lersch  as  pastor  of  the  Fair  Haven  Brethren 
Church.  He  will  begin  his  pastoral  duties  July  1,  1956. 

Brother  Phil   Lersch  notes:   "The  W.   M.   S.  held  their 


Spring  picnic  and  meeting  at  the  Tinkey  home  near  Dan- 
ville, Ohio  on  June  7  with  fifteen  members  present. 

"The  Bischofs  were  with  us  to  conduct  the  worship 
service  on  June  10  and  tell  of  their  mission  work  in 
Africa." 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  The  new  choir  robes  made  their 
first  appearance  in  services  on  June  3rd. 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  Brother  W.  E.  Thomas 
was  the  High  School  Baccalaureate  speaker  in  services 
held   in   the    school    the   afternoon    of   May   27th. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Brother  Spencer  Gentle  has  been 
a  patient  in  Goshen  Hospital  suffering  with  a  slipped 
disk  of  his  spine,  requiring  him  to  be  under  traction.  Let 
us  remember  our  brother  in  our  prayers. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Special  speaker  the  evening  of 
May  27th  was  Captain  Frank  Johnson,  of  the  Salvation 
Army. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Henry 
Bates  notes  an  attendance  of  44  at  a  recent  Mid- Week 
service. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  The  W.  M.  S.  public  service  was 
held  the  evening  of  May  27th,  with  Mrs.  Anne  Black  as 
the  speaker. 

A  prayer  and  fasting  service  was  held  on  a  recent 
Thursday  from  11:00  to  2:00.  Brother  E.  J.  Black  notes 
in  his  bulletin  that  due  to  the  unanimous  request  of  those 
who  attended,  it  was  decided  to  continue  this  service 
weekly  until  further  notice. 

Brother  Black  conducted  devotional  services  over  WLBC 
the  week  of  May  28th,  conducting  also  the  June  3rd 
Sunday  service  from  12:30  to  1:00, 

We  note  that  the  painters  have  finished  redecorating 
the  main  auditorium  of  the  Muncie  church. 

The  Boys'  Brotherhood  public  service  was  held  on  May 
20th. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Baptismal  services  for  six  new 
members  were  held  on  May  23rd. 

For  the  Summer  Sunday  evening  Union  services,  held 
each  Sunday  on  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  Patio,  Brother  Vernon 
Grisso  is  the  scheduled  speaker  for  the  August  5th  ser- 
vice. The  Brethren  Church  will  also  furnish  ushers  and 
choir  for  the  same  service. 

Tucson  continues  to  grow,  as  comparative  average 
attendance  figures  for  May  3  955  and  1956  show  Sunday 
School,    118,    137;    and    Worship,  96,    130,   respectively. 
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TT  IS  SAID  of  Martin  Luther  that,  "When  dan- 
gers thickened  around  him  he  would  turn  to  his 
companion,  Melanchthon,  and  say:  'Come, 
Philip,  let  us  sing  the  46th  Psalm,'  "  The  version 
they  would  sing  would  be  that  of  Luther's  own 
great  hymn,  "A  Mighty  Fortress  is  our  God." 

Based  on  the  46th  Psalm,  this  masterpiece  of 
Protestant  hymnology,  became  literally  the  theme 
song  of  the  Reformation.  So  much  so  that  it  is 
said  that  "While  Luther  was  still  living,  his  en- 
emies in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  declared 
that  the  whole  German  people  were  singing  them- 
selves into  Luther's  doctrines,  and  that  his  his 
hymns  'destroyed  more  souls  than  all  his  writings 
and  sermons.'  " 

Of  course,  we  know  that  these  "souls"  were 
not  "destroyed"  but  were  able  through  the  mes- 
sage of  this  hymn  to  find  the  full  assurance  of 
salvation  through  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  rather  than  the  edicts,  superstitious  prac- 
tices and  secrecy  surrounding  much  of  the  relig- 
ious church  of  that  day. 

We  are  grateful  today  for  the  open  Bible  and 
its  easily  understood  message  of  the  Gospel.  Few 
passages  are  greater  in  depth,  power  and  assur- 
ance than  this  46th  Psalm.  Written  as  an  exhor- 
tation to  behold  God's  power,  it  likewise  ex- 
presses the  confidence  which  God's  people  have  in 
Him. 

We  suggest  that  you  read  it  in  its  entirety.  It 
won't  take  long.  It  will  take  you  some  time  to 
digest  its  marvelous  spiritual  truths;  while  you 
are  doing  this,  though,  it  will  become  strength 
for  your  journey  and  power  for  the  tasks  you  are 
called  upon  to  do. 

»  It  was  not  always  as  easy  to  proclaim  the  name 
of  Christ  as  it  is  today.  Open  persecution  used 
to  be  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception,  and 
many  faithful  followers  of  Christ  found  them- 


selves in  "prisons  dark."  Yet  in  spite  of  "dun- 
geon, fire  and  sword,"  they  remained  true  '"til 
death." 

It  is  said  of  a  group  of  Christians  of  the  Luther 
era  that  when  (in  1720)  a  remarkable  revival,  be- 
gan in  a  town  of  Moravia,  it  was  opposed  by  the 
Jesuits,  and  meetings  were  prohibited.  Secret 
meetings,  however,  were  continued  and  atten- 
dants were  siezed  and  imprisoned  in  stables  and 
cellars.  On  one  occasion  when  the  police  broke 
up  a  meeting  of  about  150  persons,  the  congrega- 
tion, undismayed,  struck  up  the  stanza  of  Luth- 
er's hymn: 

"And  though  this  world,  with  devils  filled. 

Should  threaten  to  undo  us; 
We  will  not  fear,  for  God  hath  willed 

His  truth  to  triumph  through  us." 

As  a  result,  we  are  told  that  "Twenty  heads  of 
families  were  for  this  sent  to  jail." 

Seemingly  so  far  removed  from  such  open  per- 
secution for  one's  faith  in  Christ,  we  tend  to  for- 
get what  it  cost  believers  of  earlier  times  to  live 
for  their  own  faith.  But  has  it  occurred  to  us  that 
persecution  is  still  much  in  evidence  today?  Per- 
haps not  so  much  in  a  physical  sense  in  this  God 
blessed  land  of  ours,  but  other  sections  of  the 
world  are  experiencing  severe  persecutions,  much 
of  which  we  never  hear  anything  about.  The 
true  Christian,  even  in  America,  will  find  his  faith 
persecuted  in  other  ways  than  physical. 

A  study  of  this  great  Psalm  and  of  this  great 
protestant  hymn  will  certainly  reward  the  seek- 
er with  power  for  present  day  experiences  and 
tor  any  eventuality  in  the  testing  of  our  faith. 
WSB. 

(Quotes  from  Sankey's  "Story  of  the  Gospel 
Hymns.") 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


The  Fulness 


of  God 


ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  BIBLE  are  rich,  but  some  pas- 
sages   are    wonderful.    Among    these    is     found     the 
prayer  which  Paul  utters  in  his  letter  to  the  Ephesians. 

"For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  unto  the  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  the  whole  family  in 
heaven  and  earth  is  named,  that  he  would  grant  you,  ac- 
cording to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  to  be  strengthened  with 
might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man;  that  Christ  may 
dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith;  that  ye,  being  rooted  and 
grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all 
saints  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and 
height;  and  to  know  the  love  of  Christ,  which  passeth 
knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness 
of   God." 

It  is  in  this  great  prayer  that  Paul  asks  that  these 
Ephesians  may  be  "filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God." 

In  another  place  (Colossians  1:19)  it  is  written,  "It 
pleased  the  Father  that  in  him  should  all  fulness  dwell." 
And  John  says  (John  1:16),  "And  of  his  fulness  have 
we  received,  and  grace  for  grace." 

Such  messages  stagger  us.  They  are  too  large  for  our 
faith,  and  too  high  for  our  imagination.  And  it  is  not 
strange  that  the  Word  of  God  should  be  too  high  for  us, 
for  we  are  told  that  He  is  able  "to  do  abundantly  above 
all  that  we  ask  or  think." 

We  can  only  skim  over  the  surface  of  such  prayers 
and  promises.  There  are  depths  in  the  Word  of  God 
which  we  cannot  fathom.  There  are  heights  in  the  grace 
of  God  which  we  cannot  measure.  These  wonderful  treas- 
ures of  grace  should  cause  us  to  open  our  hearts  wide 
to  receive  the  mercy  and  love  of  God.  Why  should  we  be 
content  with  so  meager  a  supply  when  the  store  is  so 
rich  and  full  ?  Why  should  we  go  empty  when  we  are 
invited  to  take  freely  of  the  riches  of  His  grace? 

We  understand  what  fulness  means  when  applied  to 
material  things.  We  have  seen  a  vessel  full  of  water;  a 
house  full  of  people;  a  room  full  of  light.  We  have  a 
faint  idea  of  what  it  means  when  applied  to  the  mind 
of  man.  One  may  be  full  of  care;  full  of  wrath;  full  of 
fear;  full  of  comfort.  But  what  can  it  be  to  be  "filled 
with  all  the  fulness  of  God?"  What  does  the  apostle 
mean  when  he  says,  "Be  filled  with  the  Spirit?" 

It  certainly  means  that  we  should  give  God  the  largest 
room.  Why  should  men  give  so  much  of  their  thought  to 
business  and  so  little  to  God?  Why  should  we  give  many 
hours  each  day  to  pleasure  and  be  content  to  give  five 
minutes  to  the  Lord  of  all  ?  To  Him  many  give  only  one 


little,  latei,  weary  hour,  a  few  stupid  minutes  of  sleepy 
thoughts,  w^hen  the  world  has  had  the  whole  day  and 
all  the  strength  that  could  be  spared.  It  is  written  that 
when  Jesus  came  into  the  world.  He  was  born  in  a  stable, 
"for  there  was  no  room  in  the  inn."  The  inn  was  full 
of  travelers  who  appeared  to  be  of  more  importance.  They 
had  more  money  to  spend.  They  had  the  best  accommo- 
dations the  place  could  afford,  but  Jesus  had  scant  room 
in  the  world — a  world  which  He  had  made.  So  He  went 
through  the  world,  having  not  where  to  lay  His  head. 

Today  we  find  that  He  still  has  scant  room.  Even  in 
the  hearts  of  those  who  are  called  His  disciples  He  has 
only  a  narrow  corner.  Let  Him  be  in  all  our  work,  in 
all  our  thoughts,  in  all  our  hours  of  study  and  medita- 
tion. Let  Him  have  our  warmest  affection  and  our  fresh- 
est hours.  If  we  do.  He  will  be  present  to  help  us  in  our 
business  transactions;  He  will  lighten  our  burdens  and 
sweeten  our  cares.  He  will  keep  us  from  stumbling  and 
lift  us  up  when  we  fall.  If  we  will  but  permit  Him  full 
entrance,  then  our  thoughts,  our  .affections — yes,  our  whole 
being,  our  whole  life,  shall  be  filled  with  God. 

Filled  with  the  "fulness  of  God"  there  will  be  no  room 
for  anything  that  is  not  in  harmony  with  God.  No 
thought,  no  passion,  no  conversation,  no  reading,  no  song 
that  is  out  of  harmony  with  His  Spirit,  shall  have  any 
place.  If  He  is  given  His  way  He  will  cast  out  evei-y- 
thing  that  is  not  right.  He  will  make  a  clean  sweep  of 
all  things  that  would  mar  our  lives.  Our  enemies  are 
mighty,  but  He  is  mightier. 

How  it  would  help  the  preacher  in  the  pulpit  if  he 
were  "filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God."  But  when  a 
minister  enters  his  pulpit  filled  so  full  of  self,  so  full  of 
just  science,  so  full  of  nothing  but  literature  and  liter- 
ary effort,  that  there  is  no  room  in  his  little  mind  and 
heart  for  the  great  God,  what  a  poor  sermon  he  must 
preach.  He  is  not  conscious  of  God.  He  does  not  realize 
His  presence;  he  does  not  feel  the  breath  of  His  Spirit. 
God  pity  us  when  there  is  much  "learning,"  but  no  God 
in  the  mind  of  the  man  who  stands  in  the  pulpit  to  pro- 
claim the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 

Let  nothing  be  said  against  "learning"  and  culture,  for 
the  Lord  can  also  use  these  and  He  is  calling  for  more 
and  more  each  day.  ,But  they  are  empty  things  without 
God.  It  is  never  necessary  to  dispense  with  "learning  in 
order  to  make  room  for  Him.  A  room  that  is  filled  with 
pure  air  may  be  filled  with  light  also.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  drive  out  the  air  that  light  may  come  in.  They  will 
not  quarrel  for  they  are  in  perfect)  harmony.   So  also  a 
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mind   which   is   filled   with   "learning   may   also    be   filled 
with   God. 

This  fulness  would  help  us  to  pray.  Our  prayers  would 
not  be  empty  fonns  if  we  were  filled  with  the  fulness  of 
Godj.  We  should  pray  as  did  Elijah  when  he  opened  the 
windows  of  heaven  with  his  petitions.  Wa  should  pray  as 
Paul  and  Silas  did  when  ,an  earthquake  shock  burst  open 
the  prison  dooi's  and  loosed  the  bonds  of  all  the  prison- 
ers and  brought  the  prison  keeper  to  his  knees.  We  need 
remember  that  our  God  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundant- 
ly above  all  that  we  can  ask  or  think.  Therefore  we  should 
ask  largely.  Then  let  your  desires  be  enlarged  and  ask  more 
largely  still.  Send  up  superlative  petitions.  The  abil- 
ity of  our  heavenly  Father  far  exceeds  your  largest  peti- 
tions— "exceeding  abundantly  above  all  we  can  ask  or 
think."  Give  wing  to  your  imagination  and  let  it  rise  higher 
and  yet  higher.  Yes,  let  it  rise  till  it  has  reached  its  utmost 
heights.  But  remember  that  when  your  soaring  mind  has 
reached  its  utmost  limit  you  cannot  take  in  all  that  God 
is  able  to  do  for  you.  That  is,  if  you  are  "filled  with 
the  fulness   of  God." 

If  we  are  filled  with  this  fulness  of  God  the  path  of 
life  will  be  illuminated.  How  difficult  it  is  ,at  times  to 
know  what  our  duty  is.  We  are  often  perplexed  and  in 
grave  doubt  as  to  the  course  to  pursue.  We  may  ask  our 
neighbors  what  they  think;  we  may  take  it  to  our  pastor 
and  ask  him  if  he  can  give  us  the  solution  to  our  prob- 
lem; we  may  write  to  some  man  of  great  wisdom  in 
whom  we  have  confidence  and  lay  our  doubts  before  him. 
But  all  this  time  we  have  foigotten,  or  have  never  given 
thought  to,  the  real  source  of  light.  But  when  we  per- 
mit the  "fulness  of  God"  to  take  hold,  then  we  shall 
know  our  duty  .and  will  have  the  courage  and  the  strength 
to  do  it. 

And  what  would  become  of  our  afflictions  ?  Would  they 
trouble  us?  Does  the  soul  that  is  filled  with  the  fulness 
of  God  ever  suffer?  He  may  be  permitted  to  suffer  even 
more  than  before.  We  need  remember  that  Paul  who 
surely  was  filled  with  the  fulness  of  God  never  ceased 
to  suffer  from  his  "thorn  in  the  flesh,"  but  was  kept  by 
the  assurance  that  "God's  grace  w,as  sufficient  for  him," 
and  he  was  able  to  speak  of  these  "light  afflictions"  as 
of  but  a  moment.  God's  gi-ace  is  always  sufficient  for 
everything  in  our  lives. 

It  is  never  impossible  to  do  God's  will  because  God 
never  asks  the  impossible  of  us.  If  we  are  sure  that  any- 
thing is  God's  will  for  us,  then  we  can  be  equally  sure 
that  the  power  to  do  it  is  assured  to  us.  God  never  goes 
at  anything  blindly.  We  may  not  be  able  to  see  our  way 
through,  but  we  may  be  sure  that  God  sees  His  way  out 
and  in  seeing  His  way  He  is  also  seeing  ours.  He  never 


leads  us  down  a  blind  alley  from  which  there  is  no  es- 
cape; rather  He  is  always  attempting  to  lead  us  out  onto 
highways.  If  we  will  walk  by  faith,  doing  all  duties  that 
are  perfectly  plain,  we  need  have  no  fear  of  the  outcome 
and  we  will  realize  all  that  is  embodied  in  the  "fulness 
of  God."- 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

LOYALTY   OR  POPULARITY 

"Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  perse- 
cute you,  and  shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you 
falsely  for  my  sake.  Rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad:  for 
great  is  your  reward  in  heaven."  Acts  16:23. 

THE  FOLLOWERS  of  the  Master  had,  at  that  early 
day,  passed  through  such  experiences,  and  Paul  later 
found  that  he  was  to  be  no  exception.  All  through  the 
years  there  has  been  a  high  price  on  loyalty.  There  is 
always  some  form  of  persecution  especially  for  those 
who  choose  to  go  counter  to  the  popular  policy.  The  old 
adage,  "When  in  Rome  do  as  the  Romans  do"  may  have 
its  usages,  but  it  does  not  tend  to  produce  loyal  Chris- 
tians, nor  yet  patriotic  citizens. 

The  old  song  "A  call  for  loyal  soldiers,  comes  to  one 
and  all.  Soldiers  for  the  conflict,  whether  great  or  small," 
still  trumpets  the  need  for  loyalty;  loyalty  to  convictions, 
to  duty,  to  faithfulness,  to  service.  There  is  still  need  for 
the  Pauline  question,  when  stricken  on  the  Damascus 
Road,  and  when  he  became  aware  that  it  was  Jesus  who 
had  arrested  his  murderous  intentions  and  career,  "What 
wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?"  And  no  man  dare  ask  that 
question  and  expect  to  succeed  in  life  if  he  fails  to 
accept  Christ's  commission. 

The  story  is  extant  of  two  college  girls  who  asked 
their  teacher  what  to  do  about  cheating  in  their  exam- 
inations. Tactfully  the  teacher  explained  the  meaning  of 
such  conduct,  and  advised  against  the  practice,  saying 
that  such  conduct  would  be  unbecoming  and  that  it  has 
always  been  the  way  of  the  cross  to  accept  the  hardships 
and  trials  of  the  everyday  life.  "Oh,  exclaimed  the  girls, 
"we  do  not  want  to  go  the  way  of  the  cross,  we  want 
to  be   popular!" 

"And  so  the  choice  goes  on  forever  between  that  dark- 
ness and  that  light, 

God's  new  Messiah,  offering  each  the  bloom  or  the  blight; 

Parts  the  goats  upon  the  left  hand,  and  the  sheep  upon 
the  right." 
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MORE  B's  IN  THE  MISSIONARY  HOME 


FOR  SOME  TIME— since  last  January  to  be  exact 
— the  Missionary  Home  in  Ashland  has  been 
housing  a  set  of  B's — Bob  Bischof  and  Bea  Bischof. 
Now  the  place  has  assumed  the  character  of  a  ver- 
itable hive  of  the  busy  creatures,  with  the  arrival  of 
Miss  Barbara  Jane  Bischof — at  least  she  will  add  the 
last  name  after  six  months,  when  she  legally  be- 
comes a  Bischof. 

Little  Miss  Barbara,  at  the  age  of  six  weeks,  has 
taken  up  residence  with  Daddy  and  Mother  (Bob  and 
Bea)    Bischof.    She  has   dark   hair   and   eyes,   weighs 


about  twelve  pounds,  conducts  herself  in  an  admirably 
lady-like  fashion,  and  is  loved  by  all — particularly 
her  new  parents. 

After  the  usual  probationary  period.  Bob  and  Bea 
hope  to  have  adoption  completed  and  to  call  the  little 
lass  their  own. 

Yes,  if  anybody  asks  you,  the  Missionary  Home 
is  swarming  with  B's — perhaps  they  are  Bumble, 
Queen  and  Honey — and  we  know  the  world  will  be 
sweeter  because  of  them. 
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PHOENIX  SURVEY  AND  CULTIVATION 


THE  GIGANTIC  SOUTHWEST  with  its  tremendous 
growth  offers  a  great  opportunity  to  the  Brethren 
Church.  Having  a  thriving  church  in  Tucson,  Arizona, 
pi'ovides  a  good  reason  and  a  practical  means  of  reach- 
ing out  to  establish  new  churches  in  that  general  area. 
In  early  February,  Reverend  Vernon  Grisso  and  I 
spent  a  few  days  in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  locating  Brethren 
families  whose  names  had  been  placed  in  our  hands  and 
making  a  general  survey  of  the  city.  The  survey  was  en- 
couraging for  several  reasons  which  I  will  state  briefly: 

1.  In  the  sixteen  homes  in  which  we  visited,  roughly 
eighty  percent  of  the  families  were  sympathetic  to  the 
establishment  of  a  Brethren  church  in  Phoenix; 

2.  The  rapid  growth  and  expansion  in  Phoenix  warrants 
the  establishment  of  several  new  churches; 

3.  Quite  a  few  of  the  Brethren  families  are  located  in 
and  near  one  of  the  best  areas  for  a  new  church; 

4.  Many  of  the  families  are  fairly  young  folks,  involv- 
ing several  children  and  these  along  with  some  older 
folks  make  up  a  well-balanced  age  group  to  begin  with. 


The  use  of  Tucson's  pastor.  Reverend  Vernon  Grisso, 
to  do  some  cultivation  work,  was  granted  by  the  church 
and  Brother  Grisso  has  met  with  some  of  the  people  on 
two  different  occasions.  On  March  20,  eleven  of  these 
Phoenix  people  met  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Weygand,  formerly  of  Nappanee,  Indiana.  Reverend  and 
Mrs.  Grisso  were  also  present. 

On  May  13,  fifteen  Phoenix  people  and  twenty-seven 
fi'om  Tucson  met  at  the  Tempe  City  Park  for  a  picnic 
and  devotional  service.  Brother  Grisso  reports  that  this 
was  a  fine  occasion  and  that  new  names  of  families  liv- 
ing in  the  Phoenix  area  were  presented  by  those  at- 
tending. 

Brethren,  here  is  a  splendid  opportunity  for  us  to  reach 
out  with  the  Gospel  here  at  home  and  establish  another 
church  to  the  glory  of  God.  What  will  happen  here  will 
depend  upon  our  ability  to  join  our  hearts  and  hands  in 
seeking  God's  guidance  and  direction  in  this  project. — 
The  General  Secretary. 
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YOUR  METHOD  OF  MISSIONARY  GIVING 


WHAT  IS  YOUR  METHOD  of  giving  for  the  mis- 
sionary cause  ?  Is  it  obsoletei  or  up  to  date.  ?  Does 
it  bring  personal  satisfaction  or  leave  much  to  be  desired  ? 
How  long  has  it  been  since  you  gave  any  serious  thought 
to  your  way  of  making  contributions  to  enable  the  mis- 
sionary  work   of   your  church   to   increase   its   outreach  ? 

Perhaps  you  have  been  following  unconsciously  the 
habit  of  giving  twice  each  year — at  Easter  and  Thanks- 
giving. Perhaps  you  have  given  ten  dollars  at  each  of 
these  times  for  the  last  ten  years  and  have  listed  this  as 


your  missionary  effort.  ($20.00  per  year).  Especially  for 
an  average  wage  earner,  this  isn't  much,  is  it?  On  the 
other  hand,  an  average  wage  earner  may  not  find  it 
easy  to  do  much  better  on  these  two  occasions  if  he  has 
not  planned  his  giving  for  the  months  ahead.  However, 
by  careful  planning  he  might  have  been  able  to  lay  aside 
two  dollars  a  week  for  missions  ($104.00  per  year),  using 
the  popular  installment  plan. 

Everybody    knows    about    this    plan    which    is    used    so 
widely   today   to    purchase  all    manner   of   articles.   It   is 
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successful  in  the  secular  realm  and  can  be  just  as  suc- 
cessful in  the  Lord's  work.  In  reality  you  have  here  an 
application  of  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Apostle 
Paul  in  I  Corinthians  16:2,  "Upon  the  first  day  of  the 
week,  let  every  one   of  you  lay  by  him   in  store." 

This  weekly  plan  of  giving  to  missions  can  work  even 
more  conveniently  for  the  individual,  if  the  local  church 
has  a  well-planned  financial  program  with  a  budget  that 
includes  benevolences  (denominational  interests)  as  well 
as  current  expenses;  for  you  not  only  lay  it  aside,  but 
you  actually  give  it.  There  is  much  satisfaction  derived 
from  this  method  of  giving,  because  there  is  ever  pres- 
ent the  sense  of  participating  in  missions  and  the  realiza- 
tion that  you  are  giving  more. 

Review  your  method  of  missionary  giving.  DO  IT  NOW! 


NOTICE 

The  Brethren  Church  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  djesires  to  con- 
tact anyone  interested  in  the  pastorate  of  this  church. 
Write  to: 

Mrs.    Herbert    Longshore,    Church    Secretary, 

546  W.  4th  St., 

Mansfield,  Ohio. 


SOUTHEASTERN 
DISTRICT   CONFERENCE 

June    I9+h   to   21st 
Oak  Hill,  West  Virginia 
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NOTICE  TO  THE  CHURCHES 


THE  COMING  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  of  Brethren 
Churches  to  be  held  on  the  Ashland  College  campus, 
Augusts  13-19,  is  an  event  of  great  anticipation.  It  will 
be  our  fifth  assembly  as  a  Conference  in  the  Memorial 
Chapel,  which  is  equipped  with  the  Kettering  Memorial 
organ  and  suitable  appointments.  In  addition  to  the  com- 
pleted new  Founders'  Hall,  and  the  popular  Student 
Union  Building,  there  will  be  the  Edwin  E.  Jacobs  dor- 
mitory completed  for  housing  and  feeding  the  delegates. 

This  is  also  the  last  year  prior  to  the  75th  anniversary 
(1957)  of  the  distinctive  history  of  The  Brethren  Church 
in  the  Tunker  movement,  and  this  is  to  be  followed  by 
the  250th  anniversary  of  the  Tunker  movement  from  its 
European  origin,  which  would  be  the  conference  year  of 
1958. 

Every  church  will  want  its  full  quota  of  delegates  and 
a  sizeable  representation  of  membership  beyond  its  quota 
of  delegates  on  the  conference  grounds  this  year.  The 
lay  and  ministerial  credentials  will  be  mailed  from  the 
office  of  the  conference  secretary  on  June  15.  This  mail- 
ing is  addressed  mainly  to  the  pastors,  but  in  some  case 
to   the   clerks   of  congregations.    If  this   mailing  fails   to 


reach  any  congregation,  kindly  notify  the  secretary  prior 
to  August  1st. 

All  members  of  local  churches  would  find  it  profitable 
to  enjoy  the  various  sessions  of  conference  and  its  won- 
derful spirit  first  hand.  We  urge  each  church  to  have  a 
fine  representation  of  its  young  people  at  the  Brethren 
Youth  and  General  Conferences. 

Please  bring  or  send  from  your  church  a  conference 
offering  in  addition  to  the  delegate  fees  of  one  dollar 
each  for  your  entire  quota  of  delegates  as  passed  by  our 
last  conference.  Means  are  needed  to  meet  committee  and 
publication  expenses  imposed  by  the  conference.  The  con- 
ference treasurer  is  Joseph  E.  Stookey,  242  West  Liberty 
Street,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

As  we  come  to  conference,  may  we  come  prayerfully 
to  the  help  of  our  God,  and  may  His  Spirit  be  upon  us! 

Fraternally  yours, 

C.  Y.   Gilmer,  Conference   Secretary 
708  West  Yosemite  Avenue, 
Manteca,  California. 


A   SCENE   FROM  THE   LOUNGE 

OF   THE  NEW 

JACOB'S  HALL  MEN'S  DORMITORY 

Ashland  College,   Ashland,   Ohio 


(Cut  courtesy  Ashland  College 

Alumni  Association) 
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iCATION  SERVICES  FOR 
EMORIAL  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

Ashland,  Ohio 
held  March  25,   1956 


^N  SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  20,  1955,  someone  who 
attended  the  services  at  the  Garber  Memorial  Bi'eth- 
ren  Church,  163  Sherman  Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio,  asked 
when  we  were  intending  to  build,  and  suggested  that  we 
start  our  Building  Fund.  With  the  help  of  the  heirs  of 
the  Founder  of  the  Church,  when  the  services  of  the  day 
were  closed  there  was  a  thousand  dollars  ($1,000.00)  in 
that  Building  Fund. 

Just  fifty-two  days  from  that  'day,  the  four  walls  were 
fitly  joined  together,  (Nehemiah  6:15),  and  the  roof  was 
on.  In  that  time  we  did  not  miss  a  service.  The  contractor 
was  very  cooperative  and  on  Friday  or  Saturday,  when 
the  men  finished  their  work  for  the  week,  the  Sanctuary 
was    left   so   the    Worship    Services   could    be   held. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  woi'k  being  done  by  the  lay- 
men,  in   addition   to   what   the   contractor's   crew  was   do- 


ing. The  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders  had  donatejd  an  am- 
plifier,  speaker,  and  three-speed,  hi-fi  record  player  (A 
public  Address  System).  This  was  installed.  The  entire 
church  was  rewired,  with  a  new  entrance  box,  new  lead-in  [ 
cable,  all  new  lighting  fixtures  and  new  outlets  all  over  j 
the  church.  The  stage  is  wired  and  lighted  for  plays  or 
whatever  we  would  care  to  present  on  our  platform. 


REV.  W.  E.  RONK 
BRINGING    THE    DEDICATION    MESSAGE 
Left    to   right:    H.    William    Fells,   W,    E.     Ronk,     Elton 
Whitted 


REV.    H.    WILLIAM    FELLS 


The  work  of  the  contractor  gave  us  a  whole  new  wor-; 
ship  center,  the  rostrum  is  now  sixteen  and  one-half  feeti 
wide  and  ten  feet  deep,  with  a  stairway  to  the  basementi 
on  the  left  side  and  a  closet  on  the  right.  At  the  reaK 
of  the  rostrum  we  have  two  doorways  into  the  two  Sun^ 
day  School  Class  Rooms,  which  are  nine  by  twelve  feet,< 
with  a  Modern-fold  Spacemaster  door  between  so  we  caijj 
have  a  meeting  room  nine  by  twenty-four  feet.  Thesef 
four  doors  are  flush,  Birch,  half-core  doors.  The  trim] 
is  tear-drop.  The  lights  of  the  rostrum  are  recessed  intcj 
the*  ceiling  with  four  spot  lights  hidden  in  the  twelve  inch 
drop  forming  the  arch  at  the  front  of  the  rostrum.  We; 
also  have  a  Class  room  ten  by  fourteen  feet  over  the  two 
class  rooms  at  the  rear  of  the  church.  The  stairway  tc : 
these  is  outside,  but  the  High  school  Boys'  Class  hav(; 
enjoyed   "The   Upper  Room."  When  the   stairway  to   th(j 
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PASTOR    H.    WILLIAM    FELLS    (left)    Receives    keys 
from   ELTON   WHITTED,  Chairman   Board  of  Trustees 


basement  was  relocatqid  we  gained  considerable  room  in 
the  basement.  This  room  is  fifteen  by  thirteen,  feet,  with 
the  furnace  room  and  two  restrooms  comprising  the  re- 
mainder of  our  basement.  Our  Sanctuary  is  now  approxi- 
mately twenty-four  by  thirty-five  feet.  We  feel  we  have 
room  for  a  Sunday  School  of  one-hundred  and  twenty- 
five  and  this  is  our  goal. 

After  the  contractor  had  finished  his  work,  one  of  the 
young  men  of  the  church  said  to  the  pastor  as  he  left 
the  Worship  Service,  "I  would  like  to  furnish  the  paint 
to  refinish  the  sanctuary,  and  the  addition,  and  I  will 
help  apply  it  also."  And  this  has  been  accomplished. 
Some  eleven  laymen  and  laywomen  were  involved  in  the 
redecorating  program.  (We  urge  you  to  come  and  see 
our  plant  at  your  earliest  opportunity.) 

Two  new  hatracks  were  donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Yauger.  New  drapes  have  been  donated  for  the  worship 
center.  The  drapes  at  the  windows  were  all  lined  and  many 
other  items  have  been  taken  care  of.  We  are  not  done, 
our  work  has  just  begun.  But  we  felt  all  of  this  should 
be  dedicated  to  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

Palm  Sunday,  March  25,  1956,  was  set  for  this  day  of 
Dedication.  Rev.  Willis  Ronk,  President  of  the  Mission- 
ary Boai'd  of  the  Brethren  Church,  agreed  to  be  our 
speaker.  Rev.  Clayton  Berkshire  was  present  for  the 
Prayer  of  Dedication.  Mr.  Elton  Whitted,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  presented  the  key  to  the  pastor 
for  the  Sunday  School  Class  Rooms.  At  2:30,  Palm  Sun- 
day Afternoon  some  eighty-seven  people  gathered  at  the 
church  for  the   service. 

The  total  cost  of  this  addition  and  other  items  to  the 
date  of  the  Dedication  Service  was  Forty-three  Hundred 


and  Sixty-five  Dollars  ($4,365.00).  Of  this,  all  had  been 
paid,  either  by  donated  labor  or  cash,  except  Seventeen 
Hundred  and  Eighty-one  Dollars,  and  this  was  all  ar- 
ranged for  by  loans  and  pledges.  (Since  March  24,  the 
roof  has  been  shinglod  including  all  the  old  and  new  at 
a  cost  of  Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars   ($250.00). 


The    Program    included: 

Prelude 

Gloria  Patri 

Invocation 

Hymn:  "The  Church's  One  Foundation" 

Scripture  Lesson:  "I  Kings  8:27-43." 

Vocal  Solo:   "Bless  This   House"    Gerald  Wissinger 

Message:   "Surely   The    Lord   Is  In  This   Place"    (Genesis 
28:10-22)   Rev.  Willis  E.  Ronk 

The  Offering 

Pastor's  Statement 

Presentation  of  the  Key    Elton  Whitted 

Prayer  of  Dedication  Rev.  Clayton  Berkshire 

The  Litany  Response        . .  .  Rev.   Ronk  and   Congregation 

Statement   of  Dedication    Pastor, 

and  by  those  attending  regular  service  of  this  Church 

Hymn:  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  hoM  God  Almighty" 
Benediction 


LEADING     THE    DEDICATION     LITANY 
Left  to  right:  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  H.  William  Fells, 
W.  E.  Ronk,  Elton  Whitted 
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A  Special  Request  from  the 
CO-ORDINATING  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


'Y'HE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  Co-ordinating  Finance  Committee 
■■■  would  like  to  know  how  many  churches  are  giving  the  minimum  stan- 
dard of  $12.00  per  member  per  year  for  the  denominational  work  (benev- 
olences)— Missions,  College  and  Seminary,  Pubhcations,  Benevolent 
Board,  Sunday  School  Association  and  Brethren  Youth. 

Some  churches  may  not  have  complete  figures  for  the  current  fiscal 
year,  but  by  taking  the  last  twelve  month  period  in  which  all  the  denom- 
inational offerings  were  received,  an  estimate  can  be  made.  This  should 
be  as  accurate  as  possible. 

If  your  church  has  reached  this  standard,  will  you  please  report  to 
W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio,  stating  this 
fact  and  giving  the  amount  contributed  per  member.  (To  get  this  per- 
member  average,  simply  divide  the  church's  total  contribution  to  the 
above-named  denominational  work  by  the  church's  book  membership.) 


MONTH  OF  JULY 

Camp   Pinnacles    (Southeast): 

(Wardensville,  W.  Va.) 
July  1-7 

Camp  Blackhawk   (Central): 

(Muscatine,  Iowa) 
July  2-8 

Camp  Shipshewana  (Indiana): 

(Brethren  Retreat,  Shipshewana  Lake,  Ind.) 

Juniors  July   1-6 

Southern  Ind.  Juniors  July   1-7 

Northern  Ind.  Intermediates  July  8-14 
Northern  Ind.  Juniors  July  15-21 

Camp  Wyandotte  (Mid-West): 

(Piper,  Kansas) 
July  30-August  5 


iCatd  to  E^at 


NICKEY.  Mrs.  Harry  E.  Nickey,  55,  daughter  of  the 
late  J.  W.  and  Ida  McDonald,  was  born  Aug.  22,  1900 
and  died  at  her  home  near  Casner,  111.,  May  4,  1956. 
Married  to  Harry  E.  Nickey,  Mar.  6,  1929.  Survived  by 
husband,  one  son,  one  grandson,  her  mother  and  3  broth- 
ers. Active  member  of  the  Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church, 
and  W.  M.  S.  Servicesi  held  in  the  church,  by  Eev.  H.  C. 
Albright,  assisted  by  Rev.  W.  T.  Heckman,  and  her  pas- 
tor. Rev.  Kenneth  Mock.  Burial  Cerro  Gordo  cemetery. 

Kenneth  Mock. 


A  READING  Church 

Is  an 
INFORMED  Church. 

Read  your 

Brethren  Evangelist 

every  week. 
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0ln  Important  Message  to  Pastors 

And  Church  Members: 


The  Minister's  Place  in  the  Church 
Organization 


A  MINISTER  OF  THE  GOSPEL  is  many  different 
C\.  things.  In  his  life  he  is  an  example.  In  the  pulpit  he 
s  a  preacher.  In  his  personal  relationships  he  is  a  pastor. 
'n  the  classroom  he  is  a  teacher.  In  connection  with  the 
>rganizational  structure  of  the  congregation  he  is  the 
general  administrator.  It  is  up  to  him  to  see  that  the 
)rganization  functions  smoothly  and  efficiently,  that  it 
>perates  in  a  balanced  manner,  that  the  program  it  pro- 
luces  and  sustains  is  as  effective  as  possible  in  satisfy- 
ng  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  entire  church  constituency. 

There  are  ministers  who  feel  themselves  above  mat- 
ers of  church  organization.  They  frankly  say  they  do  not 
lave  time  for  such  matters,  that  the  organization  of  the 
;hurch  should  be  handled  by  lay  people,  leaving  the 
ninister  free  to  be  prophet  and  preacher.  How  mistaken 
luch  ministers  are!  Of  course  a  minister  must  be  more 
han  a  tinkerer  with  machineiy,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
;an  only  extend  what  he  can  get  done  with  his  own  time 
md  talents  and  energy  as  effective  lines  of  organization 
■each  out  from  him  to  the  entire  membership  of  his  con- 
gregation. 

On  the  other  hand  there  are  ministers  who  aspire  to 
)e  little  dictators  and  view  the  organizational  structure  of 
;he  church  as  a  means  of  bringing  the  church  member- 
ship into  subjection.  Such  ministers  propose  to  supply  all 
)f  the  ideas  and  plans  for  the  congregation,  insist  on 
personally  selecting  those  who  are  to  fill  the  various 
)ffices,  and  in  other  ways  seek  to  dominate  the  situation, 
rhese  ministers,  too,  are  mistaken.  A  church  cannot  be 
i  "one  man  show."  A  minister  as  the  chief  administrator 
)f  a  congregation  is  not  a  dictator  but  a  leader.  Far 
nore  important  than  the  question  of  what  he  can  get 
ione  through  an  organization  is  the  question  of  what, 
;hrough  an  organization,  he  can  get  others  to  accomplish 
n  the  interest  of  the  Kingdom. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  MINISTER 

THE  MINISTER  SHOULD  BE  A  CHIEF  ENGINEER. 

It  is  his  duty  to  "keep  the  machine  oiled"  and  in  repair. 
He  should  be  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  weak  spots 
in  the  organization.  He  should  anticipate  trouble  and 
seek  to  prevent  it.  It  shoulcj  be  remembered  that  the  min- 
ister is  the  one  man  in  most  congregations  who  is  sup- 
posed to  be  professionally  trained  and  experienced  in  ad- 
ministering a  church  program.  To  the  extent  that  he  has 
such  skill  and  experience  the  congregation  should  look 
to  him  for  leadership. 

THE  MINISTER  SHOULD  HAVE  A  VOICE  IN  THE 
SELECTION  OF  STAFF  PERSONNEL.  As  already  in- 


timated, a  minister  should  not  expect  to  be  accorded  the 
privilege  of  naming  the  various  individuals  who  will  fill 
the  positions  of  leadership  in  the  church,  but  he  does 
have  a  right  to  expect  to  be  consulted  in  connection  with 
the  selection  of  such  leadership.  If  he  has  served  the 
congregation  for  any  length  of  time  he  probably  knows 
more  people  in  the  church  in  a  more  intimate  fashion 
than  does  any  other  individual.  He  also  knows  the  peo- 
ple who  will  work  best  with  him  and  with  whom  he  can 
work  best.  While  in  the  end  the  personal  desires  of  a 
minister  regarding  personnel  should  not  be  absolutely 
determinative,  his  feeling  in  the  matter  should  be  taken 
carefully  into  account. 

THE  MINISTER  SHOULD  BE  A  DREAMER.  Not  all 

of  the  ideas  that  are  ultimately  incorporated  in  the  pro- 
gram of  a  church  need  originate  with  the  minister,  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  he  is  the  one  man  who  gives 
his  entire  time  to  the  affairs  of  the  congregation  and  who 
has  had  specialized  training  in  church  leadership.  The 
alert  minister  will  dream  far  ahead  of  his  congregation 
in  relation  to  all  aspects  of  the  church's  program.  He  will 
be  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  new  things  to  do,  new 
needs  to  be  met,  new  avenues  of  service  to  be  traveled. 
When  an  idea  finally  emerges  in  the  form  of  definite  pro- 
gram no  one  may  be  really  aware  of  the  source  of  that 
idea  but  the  minister  will  still  have  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  onq  of  his  dreams  on  the  way  toward  realization. 
"Where  there  is  no  vision  the  people  perish!" 

THE  MINISTER  SHOULD  BE  A  SUPERVISOR.  Most 
of  the  work  done  in  a  church  is  carried  forward  by  rel- 
atively untrained  volunteer  workers.  If  they  ai'e  to  get 
their  jobs  done  well  they  need  counsel  and  help.  These 
the  minister  should  supply.  No  conscientious  worker 
should  ever  be  left  to  struggle  alone.  He  is  entitled  to 
the  assurance  that  his  minister  is  aiding  and  supporting 
him  in  the  thing  he  is  trying  to  accomplish. 

THE  MINISTER  SHOULD  BE  AN  EFFICIENCY  EX- 
PERT. The  minister  should  always  keep  in  the  forefront 
of  his  conscience  the  question,  "How  can  we  do  better, 
and  with  the  expenditure  of  less  energy,  the  things  we 
are  seeking  to  accomplish?"  He  should  never  be  quite 
satisfied  to  let  well  enough  alone.  He  should  be  constantly 
searching  for  better  ways  of  doing  present  things  and 
for  new  ways  by  which  unmet  needs  may  be  met.  Tradi- 
tional methods  should  have  little  weight  with  him  except 
as  he  is  satisfied  in  his  mind  that  familiar  means  are 
actually  the  best  means  that  can  be  employed. 

Selected  from  "A  Functional  Church  Organization." 
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Vrayer  Wleeting 
Studies 

23i/  6.  T.  §ilmef 


O   HAPPY   HOUSE 

O  happy  house!  where  Thou  art  loved  the  best, 

Dear  Friend  and   Savior  of  our  race; 
Where    never  comes    such    welcome,    honored    Guest, 

Where  none  can  ever  fill  Thy  place; 
Where  every  heart  goes  forth  to  meet  Thee, 

Where  every  ear  attends  Thy  Word, 
Where  every  lip  with  blessing  greets  Thee, 

Where  all  are  waiting  on  their  Lord. 

O  happy  house;  and  happy  servitude! 

Where  all  alike  one  Master  own; 
Where  daily  duty,  in  Thy  strength  pursued, 

Is  never  hard  nor  toilsome  known; 
Where  each  one  serves  Thee,  meek  and  lowly, 

Whatever  Thine   appointment   be, 
Till  common  tasks  seem  great  and  holy. 

When  they  are  done  as  unto  Thee. 

O  happy  house!   where  Thou  art  not  forgot 

When  Joy  is  flowing  full  and  free; 
O  happy   house!   where   every  wound   is    brought — 

Physician,  Comforter — to  Thee. 
Until  at  last,  earth's  day's  work  ended, 

All  meet  Thee  in  that  home  above, 
From   whence  Thou   camest,  where   Thou   hast   ascended, 

Thy  Heaven  of  glory  and  of  love! 

— C.  J.   Ph.  Spitta. 

THE  FIRST  HOME  was  made  "in  Eden  (Gen.  2:8). 
To  make  this  home  someone  beside  man  was  needed. 
(Gen.  2:18).  God  wished  tcf'  bless  man  with  the  joys  of 
wife  and  children  (Psalm  128:2,  3).  Christ  wants  the 
home  of  today  built  upon  a  firm  foundation  (Matt.  7:24- 
27).  He  wants  the  children  reared  in  the  nurture  and  ad- 
monition of  the  Lord  (Eph.  6:4;  Deut.  6:6,  7;  Prov. 
3:12).  He  wants  family  worship  in  which  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  home  engage  (1  Thess.  5:17;  James  5:16; 
Luke  18:1).  He  wants  Grace  said  before  every  meal 
(Matt.  15:36).  He  wants  mutual  love  between  all  the 
members  of  the  family  (Eph.  5:25;  Col.  3:19;  Titus 
2:4),  and  for  this  He  wants  all  to  study  the  spectrum 
of  love  in  1  Cor.  13:4-6).  When  any  of  the  home  are 
afflicted  He  wants  His  help  for  them  to  be  sought  (Luke 
7:11-15;  Mark  7:25-30;  James  5:13-15).  He  wants  each 
and  all  to  listen  to  th©  voice  of  God  for  guidance  (1 
Sam.  3:1-10). 

God  wants  the  family  united  in  creating  a  beautiful 
home  atmosphere.  He  believes  in  attractive  physical 
surroundings  (Gen.  2:8).  He  is  pleased  with  cultural  ad- 
vantages such  as  proper  books,  magazines,  pictures  and 
music  (1  Sam.  16:23).  He  desires  a  wholesome  conversa- 
tion in  the  home  (Phil.  1:27;  3:20;  1  Tim.  4:12).  He  would 
have  harmony  between  all  members  of  the  family  (Eph. 
4:31,  32).  To  do  this  there  must  be  impartiality  shown 


(Gen^  37:1-4).  All  are  to  have  the  spirit  of  hospitalitj 
(Rom.  12:13;  1  Peter  4:9).  The  father  and  mother  aij 
to  have  the  proper  regard  for  each  other  (Eph.  5:22-3l! 
Col.  3:19;  1  Peter  3:1,  7).  And  the  children  are  to  sho 
a  beautiful  attitude  toward  their  parents  (Prov.  23:2i| 
26;  Eph.  6:1;  Prov.  31:28).  The  SECRET  of  a  happ 
home  is  love   (Prov.  15:7). 

Examples  of  worthy  homes  in  the  Scriptures  are  tl:i 
Nazareth  home  (Matt.  1,  2;  Luke  1,  2);  the  Bethan 
home  (Luke  10:38-42);  the  home  of  Timothy  (2  Tin 
1:5);  the  home  of  Onesiphorus  (2  Tim.  1:16-18;  4:19; 
the  home  of  a  virtuous  woman  (Prov.  31:28-31). 

Jesus  played  His  part  in  the  home  as  a  dependaK 
and  loving  Son  (John  19:26,  27),  as  obedient  both  to  Gc 
and  his  parents  (Luke  2:51;  2:48,  49),  in  resisting  temj 
tation  (Matt.  4:1-11;  Mk.  1:12,  13),  as  consecrated  t 
His  Father's  service   (John  4:34;   9:4;   Luke  22:41,  42). 


Studyihg  the  Mte  jCcssoh  I 

William   H.  Anderson 

Lesson  for  June  24,   1956 
THE  CONTINUING  MISSION  OF  THE  CHURCH 

Lesson:  Acts  28:16,  23-31 

WHILE  IN  CORINTH  on  his  Third  Missionary  Jouj 
ney,  Paul  wrote  to  the  Church  at  Rome  and  sai( 
"I  am  debtor  both  to  the  Greeks,  and  to  the  Barbarian; 
both  to  the  wise,  and  to  the  unwise.  So,  as  much  as  i 
me  is,  I  am  ready  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  you  that  ai 
at  Rome  also"    (1:14-15).  j 

Paul's  desire  was  fulfilled  a  few  years  later.  H 
reached  Rome — but  not  as  he  had  anticipated.  He  weii 
bound  in  chains  as  a  prisoner  of  the  Roman  Governmen  ' 

This  would  have  stopped  the  work  of  a  lesser  ma 
than  the  Apostle  Paul,  but  he  knew  his  work  was  mj 
finished.  He  had  that  sense  of  urgency  and  necessity  th:j 
kept  him  stedfast  in  his  object  of  winning  men  and  won 
en  to  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Now  in  Rome  he  was  a  prisoner  kept  under  constai 
surveillance.  A  certain  liberty  was  granted  him,  howeve 
in  that  he  was  permitted  to  dwell  in  his  own  house,  a 
though  guarded  by  a  Roman  soldier.  For  two  years  1 
remained  there,  continually  welcoming  all  who  came  ■! 
inquire  of  the  things  of  the  Lord.  When  they  came  1 
preached  continually  (present  tense,  and  thus  denotirl 
continuous  action)  "the  kingdom  of  God  .  .  .  teachinj 
those  things  which  concern  the  Loi'd  Jesus  Christ,  wit 
all   confidence,   no   man   forbidding   him"    (Acts    28:31). 

Until  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  her  members 
particular,  catch   this   same   spirit  of  urgency  and  nece 
sity  with  regards  to  the  Gospel,  nothing  effectively  wi 
be  accomplished  for  the  Kingdom  of  God.  We  must  firn 
ly  believe  that  the  hands  of  time  point  to  a  few  minutfj 
before  twelve,  and  that  much  work  r(;mains  to  be  don' 
We  must  reach  the  decision  that  the  world  can  only  Ij 
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jvangelized  by  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ;  that  she  is 
he  only  agency  which  God  is  using  tQ  carry  the  good 
lews  of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  is  what  Christ  meant  when  He  said  that  the 
ields  were  "white  already  to  harvest"  (John  4:35).  Our 
Lord  in  another  place  said:  "I  must  work  the  works  of 
aim  that  sent  Me,  while  it  is  day:  the  night  cometh, 
vhen  no  man  can  work"    (John  9:4). 

Though  imprisoned,  the  work  of  the  Apostle  Paul  was 
jffective  in  producing  spiritual  fruit.  He  was  not  idle 
luring  those  two  years,  but  preached  to  all  who  came 
;o  him.  In  addition  to  this,  he  was  busily  engaged  in 
writing  four  of  the  New  Testament  Epistles:  Ephesians, 
Philippians,  Colossians,  and  Philemon. 

Thus,  through  the  years,  countless  souls  have  been 
idded  to  the  Lord  as  a  result  of  Paul's  Prison  Epistles. 
Even  as  it  was  said  of  Abel,  so  can  it  be  said  of  Paul, 
;hat,   "he   being  dead  yet  speaketh"   (Heb.    11:4). 

The  Mission  of  the  Church  will  never  be  completed 
intil  the  last  soul  and  the  last  tribe  have  been  reached 
with  the  Gospel.  For  "this  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom  shall 
)e  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a  witness  unto  all  na- 
;ions;  and  then  shall  the  end  come"  (Matt.  24:14). 


=tna  the  ^e^^  1  ^==^^ 

Uhurc 


A  FAREWELL  TO  THE  MADOSKIS 

On  Sunday  evening.  May  27,  the  Manteca,  California, 
Brethren  Church  gave  a  farewell  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Madoski  and  son,  Lari-y,  aged  two,  upon  their  departure 
for  Peru,  Indiana,  where  Brother  Madoski  assumed  the 
pastorate  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  on  June  3.  Brother 
Madoski  was  reared  in  the  Manteca  Church,  graduated 
by  the  local  high  school,  and  spent  two  years  at  Ash- 
land. He  was  ordained  to  the  eldership  in  1950.  He  was 
pastor  of  the  Lathrop  Brethren  Church  for  three  years, 
1951-1954.  Mrs.  Madoski  is  the  former  Bernadine  Miller 
of  Stockton.  She  attended  Bible  Standard  Institute, 
Eugene,  Oregon. 

Brother  Madoski  was  our  pulpit  guest  for  the  evening 
service,  and  he  gave  a  forceful  message  on  "Consecra- 
tion." The  Young  People's  Choir  sang  two  special  selec- 
tions. A  social  hour,  sponsored  by  the  social  committee 
of  the  church,  was  held  in  the  social  room  of  the  church. 
The  Manteca  Church  gave  a  set  of  luggage  for  the  fam- 
ily, and  a  beautiful  blanket  useful  for  a  colder  climate. 
Quite  a  number  came  from  the  Lathrop  Church  for  the 
event.  Refreshments  were  served  to  over  one  hundred  peo- 
ple. As  a  token  of  the  high  regard  of  the  community  for 
Brother  Madoski,  the  Manteca  Ambulance  Service  pre- 
sented him  a  beautiful  Bible.  All  wish  them  Godspeed 
and  every  spiritual  success  in  their  new  field  of  endeavor. 

— C.  Y.  Gilmer. 


^^'      "OPINION"      ^ 

H.  A.  Gossard 

If  all  the  people  were  as  anxious  and  determined  to 
do  the  things  they  should  do,  with  the  same  determina- 
tion manifested  in  doing  the  things  they  should  not  do, 
this  world  would  become  a  haven  of  peace  and  happi- 
ness almost  instantly. 

It  is  not  always  wise  to  ask  counsel  of  persons  who 
are  conceited  enough  to  claim  they  are  efficient  for  any 
request.  Personally,  I  would  hope  for  the  more  profound 
advice  from  those  who  would  require  sufficient  time  of 
the  interrogater  to  thoroughly  ponder  the  question. 

A  man  once  asked  his  neighbor,  "Why  do  you  talk  so 
much  to  yourself?"  He  replied,  "I  have  three  good  rea- 
sons for  it;  First,  I  like  to  talk  to  an  intelligent  man 
.  .  .  Second,  I  like  to  hear  an  intelligent  man  talk  .  .  . 
Third,  I  can  lie  or  swear  without  looking  myself  in  the 
face." 

I  think  he  is  mainly  on  the  wrong  path;  for  some- 
time he  will  have  to  meet  Conscience  when  he  turns 
around  to  come  back  in  the  same  path. 

TRUE  FREEDOM,  MAN'S  GLORY 

The  TORCH  is  dimmed  that  was  once  brightly  lighted; 

And  nations  groping  blindly  for  the  Light 
Upon  a  darkened  path,  soul-sick,  affrighted, 

Are  herded  back  into  the  AGES'  NIGHT  .  .  . 

There,  in  that  NIGHT,  desire  for  well-earned  sleeping 
Is  turned  to  pain,  and,  rest  denied  the  slave, 

The  clanking  chains,  kept  wet  by  human  weeping, 
Sound  out  Defeat!  and  Slave,  cease  not  to  rave! 

Can  FREEDOM   lost   be   won  through   servile   labor 
By  those  whose  spirit  faints  far  from  the  goal  ? 

Can  Hope,  made  mad,  grab  up  the  bloody  saber 
In  just  defense  of  body  and  of  soul  ? 

Were    FREEDOM'S   Chief  an  unrestricted   Tyrant, 
Were   Humans  born  pulsating  without  brain, — 

A  mass   of  flesh  and  blood,  and  nonaspirant. 
That  Tyrant  then  might   shackle   Her  for  gain! 

But  since  upon  the  Mountain  of  Creation 

She  scaled  the   summit's  peak  and  set  Her  throne. 

No  Power,  though  boasting  much  of  ostentation. 
Shall  vaunt  of  Glory  equal  to  Her  own! 

FREEDOM  denied,  its  calmness  slowly  creeping. 
In   death   still    lingers  like    a   bosom   friend   .    .    . 

When  death  for  FREEDOM  ends,  the  body  sleeping. 
The  Soul  goes  on  unto  its  destined  end  .  .  . 

When   "Brainy   Men"  drunk-mad  with   selfish   glory 
Act  more  like  Imps  untrained  to  grace  a  throne. 

Destruction,  quite  complete,  and  quite  as  gory. 
Will  end  the  triumph  of  each  heart  of  stone! 

Sometime  the  nations  now  in  great  dejection. 
Will  fan  the  spark  of  FREEDOM  to  a  Flame; 

And  cast  at  DESPOTS  this  deserved  reflection: 

"YOUR    GLORY    DEAD,    IS    BURIED     WITH     YOUR 
FAME!" 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

PROGRAM  PLANS 

Clarence  Stogsdill,  Director 
SO  LONG!  BEEN  GOOD  T'  KNOW  YA 

WITH  THIS  ARTICLE  I  complete  my  work  with 
Brethren  Youth  on  the  national  scale.  In  some  ways 
I  am  anxious  to  re-enter  the  pastorate,  and  in  some  ways 
I  am  sad  about  leaving  this  phase  of  youth  work.  We 
have  been  going  through  a  period  of  transition  in  the 
national  youth  work  which  has  made  it  rather  difficult 
in  some  ways:  many  people  have  felt  that  the  work  should 
be  directed  in  this  way,  and  many  have  felt  that  it  should 
be  going  another.  The  usual  difficulties  arise  under  such 
circumstances.  The  public  in  general  demands  a  "show- 
ing" which  is  not  at  all  easy  to  produce,  especially  when 
we  must  tread  rather  softly  in  choosing  a  new  path. 

The  original  enthusiasm  has  waned  somewhat,  and  a 
new  type  of  enthusiasm  needs  to  take  its  place.  An  or- 
ganization cannot  always  expect  to  exist  on  enthusiasm 
and  sensation  alone.  There  must  be  a  substantial  teach- 
ing program  undergirding  the  whole  work  which  will 
bear  it  along  through  all  types  of  periods.  The  people  of 
the  Brethren  Church  have  shown  that  they  are  rather 
weary  of  giving  to  projects,  no  matter  how  worthy  they 
might  be.  Last  year  we  raised  more  than  $6,500  to  buy 
a  jeep  and  a  trailer  for  the  Bischofs  and  their  work  in 
Nigeria,  and  by  the  time  •  General  Conference  drew  near 
people  were  saying,  "Too  much  project,  not  enough  Breth- 
ren Youth."  This  indicates  that  the  emphasis  of  Brethren 
Youth  is  in  a  period  of  transition,  and  must  be  turned 
more  toward  self  support  and  organization  than  toward 
missions,  no  matter  how  worthy  they  may  be. 

Many  of  us  still  have  not  come  to  understand  that 
National  Brethren  Youth  is  one  and  the  same  as  Local 
Brethren  Youth.  The  national  organization  exists  for, 
and  because  of,  local  youth  and  local  workers.  The  na- 
tional organization  depends  upon  the  gifts  and  support 
of  the  local  churches  for  its  very  existence.  And  up  to 
now  the  national  has  not  been  sufficiently  supported  by 
the  local  churches  to  enable  it  to  make  effective  con- 
tributions to  the  local  work.  The  local  groups  are  feeling 
that  fact  more  and  more  acutely,  and  they  are  beginning 
to  make  it  known  to  the  national  organization.  This  is 
where,  I  believe,  the  national  board  will  have  to — and 
will — adjust  itself  to  more  direct  fulfillment  of  the  needs 
of  the  local  organizations.  There  are  needs  for  teaching 
in  regard  to  boy-girl  relationship;  Brethren  doctrine;  how 
to  plan  socials  and  good  youth  programs  of  all  types. 

If  you  are  inclined  to  criticize  and  complain,  just  con- 
sider this.  I  have  looked  over  program  materials  from 
dozens  of  bigger  organizations  which  are  spending  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  dollars  annually,  and  among 
them  I  have  found  only  two  or  three  that  seem  to  be 
worth  considering  as  effective  and  livening  youth  pro- 
grams. It  seems  that  all  denominations  are  having  the 
same  problems  in  i-egard  to  carrying  on  efficient  youth 
programs.  Part  of  the  difficulty  lies  in  the  fact  that 
youth  themselves  are  thinking  differently  than  their  pred- 


COMPLETES  WORK  WITH 
NATIONAL  BRETHREN  YOUTH 


REV.  CLARENCE  STOGSDILL,  who  for  the  past  thre 
years,  has  served  as  National  Brethren  Youth  Directoij 
is  closing  his  work,  and  will  assume  the  pastorate  of  thii 
Third  Brethren  Church,  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  nexi 
month. 

Brother  Stogsdill,  his  wife  Doris,  and  children  Gwei 
and  Roger,  will  move  from  Ashland  to  Johnstown  shortl! 
after  the  first  of  the  month,  where  he  will  deliver  hi' 
first  sermon  to  his  new  congregation  on  July  8th.  Wij 
wish  the  Stogsdills  well  in  their  new  work.  W.  S.  B.       I 


ecessors.  They  know  more  about  business,  organization 
have  more  development  of  talents,  and  are  exposed  t 
more  temptations  and  greater  problems  than  the  formti 
generations.  Sports  and  activities  of  the  world  play 
large  part  in  their  social  lives,  and  the  church  tends  t 
look  rather  dead  where  there  is  not  a  reasonable  amoui 
of  activity  to  satisfy  their  pent-up  emotions.  Educatic 
is  becoming  more  and  more  practical,  training  is  becon 
ing  more  and  more  specialized,  until  it  becomes  increa, 
ingly  difficult  for  youth  to  understand  their  elders,  ar 
visa  versa.  Even  the  youth  become  more  group  coi 
scious,  and  tend  to  go  only  where  they  will  be  wil 
others  of  like  mind  and  abilities — this  is  brought  aboi' 
by  clubs  and  organizations  of  the  schools.  It  takes  \ 
real  brain  to  be  able  to  make  a  universal  appeal  to  tlj 
youth,  and  even  more  to  help  older  people  understai 
the  youth.  , 

The  time  has  come  when  mothers  and  fathers  are  r  j 
sponsible  more   than  ever  to   prove  their  Christianity 
their  children.  The  home  is  about  the  only  place  whe j 
youth    have  a    chance    to    see    individual   faith    lived   aii 
proved.  The  tendency  of  modern  parents  is  to  "farm  ou! 
their  children  to   baby-sitters,  when  the  real  need  is 
let  their  children  see  Christ  in  them  through  companio , 
ship  and  the  family  altar.  We  are  trying  to  imitate  tl 
school    and  the    entertainment   world   in    our   youth   pri 
gramming;   we  cannot   expect   to   be  as   efficient  as  tl 
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world  in  the  world's  specialty — therefore  our  programs 
seem  flat  and  insipid  to  our  young  people.  We  are  going 
to  have  to  place  the  emphasis  where  it  belongs — genuine 
Christian  discipleship!  Our  active  programs  of  entertain- 
ment can  go  only  so  far,  then  they  will  begin  to  wither 
and  die  and  the  real  substance  will  be  proved. 

Don't  misunderstand  me:  I  want  an  active  program. 
But  that  program  must  be  backed  up  by  genuine  Chris- 
tian spirit  and  teaching.  I  suppose  the  greatest  fault  of 
our  churches  is  that  they  have  not  supplied  an  interest- 
ing active  program;  they  have  not  given  enough  en- 
tertainment. But  even  worse  than  that,  they  have  not 
tried  to  understand  youth  and  to  supply  Christian  train- 
ing and  teaching  which  is  needed  above  all  else.  Sports- 
manship is  taught  in  school;  it  should  be  used  in  the 
church.  Music  is  taught  in  school;  it  should  find  expres- 
sion in  the  church.  Social  mindedness  is  developed  in 
school;  it  should  be  refined  for  use  in  Christian  witness- 
ing in  the  church. 

We  are  sure  that,  with  your  support  and  prayers,  and 
with  the  help  of  the  national  youth  board,  much  will 
be  accomplished  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Phil  Lersch, 
to  whom  we  now  give  the  mantle  of  Brethren  Youth. 
God  bless  you,  Phil! 


T^he   "^^A/omens    roomer 

•'OCf*  ""Der*  ""oe^ 

b)/   Helen  Jordan 


pen  in  a  day — a  week — a  year.  It  is  a  never-ending  pro- 
cess of  developing  our  spiritual  life,  hoping  to  become 
more  like  our  Saviour  day  by  day. 

This  is  what  we  are  trying  to  offer  our  children  in 
family  meditations.  A  gradual  growing  into  Christianity. 
To  supplement  this  doctrinal  study,  each  one  has  a  book 
of   Bible    stories    that   we    read   frequently. 

"But  to  find  time  is  our  biggest  problem"  I  have  heard 
many  mothers  moan.  Of  course  it's  a  problem;  therefore 
a  challenge.  We  tried  several — and  found  the  most  sat- 
isfactory immediately  after  the  evening  meal.  NOT  after 
the  table  is  cleared,  or  the  dishes  are  done — for  by  then 
it's  time  to  leave  for  a  meeting  of  some  sort,  and  the 
kiddies  are  too  busy  playing.  It  has  now  become  a  matter 
of  habit  to  get  up  from  the  table  and  go  to  the  living 
room  as  a  group. 

What  is  our  family?  Three  year  old  Mark;  four  year 
old  Rosanna;  and  eight  year  old  Linda,  a  foster  daugh- 
ter who  came  to  us  a  complete  foreigner  to  a  church. 

What  have  we  accomplished?  The  children  now  speak 
of  God  in  daily  conversation;  they  are  better  behaved 
and  reverent  in  the  House  of  God;  and  our  family  circle 
has  become  a  tight  and  binding  one,  because  we  are  all 
learning  and  worshipping  together. 

Naturally,  that  which  has  solved  our  problem  will  not 
solve  all  of  yours  because  of  the  different  family  age 
groups.  But  "seek  and  ye  shall  find."  Silence  and  a  do- 
nothing  attitude  will  not  solve  any  situation.  "Train  up 
a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go:  and  when  he  is  old, 
he  will  not  depart  from  it."  Prov.   22:6. 

Mrs.  Lyie  Lich+enberger, 

Berlin  ,Penna. 


DAILY    MEDITATIONS    are     vitally     important— and 
should  be  practiced.  How  often  we  all  agree  to  this 
statement;  yet  do  nothing  about  them  in  our  own  family 

group.  It  is  so  much  easier  to  say there's  just  no  time 

suitable — or  we  can't  find  any  material  -definitely  suited 
for  our  age  group.  And  so  we  convince  ourselves,  and 
fail  to  have  any  meditations  at  all. 

So  it  went  in  our  household.  We  would  havei  them  for 
awhile — and  then  off  on  a  spree  we'd  go,  telling  ourselves 
it  just  wouldn't  work. 

Now  it's  a  different  story.  We  have  discovered  a  book, 
a  time,  and  a  wonderful  family  experience.  First  of  all, 
our  book:  "Devotions  For  The  Children's  Hour"  by  Ken- 
neth N.  Taylor.  It  is  really  a  study  on  Christian  doctrines, 
written  for  use  with  beginners,  primaries,  juniors  and 
intermediates.  The  book  suggests,  and  we  read.  Scripture 
fitting  each  chapter — and  have  a  song  or  two  after  our 
prayer. 

You  may  ask,  do  the  youngsters  understand  it  all  ? 
Definitely  not.  However  they  are  becoming  accustomed 
to  hearing  words  and  phrases  relative  to  Christian  doc- 
trine, character  and  living.  As  they  associate  the  various 
lessons,  they  begin  to  reap  an  understanding  and  grad- 
ually grow  in  their  spiritual  life.  After  all,  isn't  that 
the  way  we  learn  to  love  and  comprehend  all  the  truths 
our  Lord  has  revealed  to  us  ?  Christ  may  be  first  a  Figure 
on  a  page,  then  a  Light  against  which  all  life  is  sil- 
houetted,  then   a    Face   and   a   Presence.    It   doesn't  hap- 


»    »    »    :» 
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WALKING  TOGETHER 
Mildred  Wilkie 

Where  did  you  walk  with  God  today; 

In  garden  cool?  In  city  street? 
In  sick  rooms  where  the  stricken  lay, 

Or  in  your  home — some  safe  retreat? 

On  tossing  sea,  on  herdsman's  plain — 
It  matters  not — God  can  walk  there. 

In  city  marts;  through  ripening  grain; 
He  wants  your  daily  round  to  share. 

Lord  Jesus,  help  me  walk  today 

In  step  with  Thee,  with  gentle  tread, 

Recalling  why  Thy  feet  were  pierced. 
And  the  Hill  Thou  climbed — in  my  stead. 
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and  outstanding  characters  in  the  Bible, 
each  standing  as  a  strong  example  for  Chris- 
tian boys  and  girls  to  follow. 

Appeal  for  every  age,  but  Juniors  espe- 
cially will  thrill  to  these  booklets.  The  fa- 
vorite Bible  stories  chosen  and  the  low  price 
make  the  new  BIBLE  HERO  STORIES 
unexcelled  as  gifts  or  awards  for  individ- 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Baptismal  services  were 
held  on  June  3rd,  at  the  close  of  the  morning  worship 
service. 

A  group  of  Linwood  Brethren,  along  with  their  Pastor, 
Brother  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz,  conducted  Sunday  afternoon 
services  at  the  Old  Folks'  Home,  Westminster,  on  June 
3rd. 

ADRIAN,  PENNA.  BRUSH  VALLEY  BRETHREN. 
From  the  Brush  Valley  bulletin,  we  quote:  "At  a  special 
business  meeting  of  the  church  .  .  .  the  parsonage  com- 
mittee was  given  the  'go  ahead'  signal  to  start  raising 
funds  for  a  parsonage.  A  building  committee  was  elected 
to  draw  plans  for  the  building  itself  and  in  general  to 
oversee  the  work." 

CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  The  first 
Northeastern  Ohio  Junior  Brethren  Youth  Rally  was  held 
in  the  Trinity  Brethren  Church  on  Saturday,  June  9th. 
The  weather  was  perfect,  there  were  109  in  attendance; 
the  program  and  food  were  excellent.  The  well  planned 
program  included  devotions  led  by  the  Canton  Jet  Cadets, 
Singspiration,  Flannelgraph  and  Bible  Drill  and  Quiz. 
The  noon  lunch  was  served  at  a  nearby  park;  this  was 
followed  by  a  visit  to  the  Canton  zoo.  The  afternoon  pro- 
gram included  a  film  strip  on  happy  times  at  home,  fol- 
lowed by  a  short  business  meeting  and  a  closing  devo- 
tional period. 

The  noon  meal  was  prepared  and  served  by  the  moth- 
ers of  the  Canton  Jet  Cadets.  Pastor  Robert  Keplinger 
was  the  general  overseer. 

The  NEO  Brethren  Youth  is  to  be  commended  for  this 
forward  step  in  Youth  Rallies,  in  having  this  special  all- 
Junior  rally,  geared  to  the  junior  age.  Another  Junior 
Rally  is  scheduled  for  November,  and  is  to  be  held  in  the 
Smithville  Church. 

Juniors  were  present  from  Ashland,  Park  Street  and 
Garber  Memorial;  Fremont,  Smithville,  Louisville,  Fair 
Haven,  and  Canton.  (WSB) 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  The  monthly  family  night,  June  9th, 
was  held  in  the  newly  purchased  parsonage,  just  north 
of  the  Newark  Chapel. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Brother  Robert  Madoski,  formerly 
of  Stockton,  Calif.,  has  accepted  the  call  of  the  Peru 
church   to    serve   as    pastor.    He  has   already   begun   his 


work  at  Peru,  and  on  his  first  Sunday  reports  one  con 

version.  A  baptismal  service  was  held  after  the  evening 

service.  ' 

I 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Brother  Spencer  Gentle  has  beei! 
able  to  return  home  from  the  hospital  where  he  had  beeij 
confined  with  a  back  injury. 

Richard  Allison,  who  will  serve  as  assistant  pastor  o: 
the  Goshen  church  this  summer,  has  moved  with  hill 
family  from  Ashland,  and  is  now  active  in  the  Gosheii 
field. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Brother  Robert  Holsinger  re 
ports  on  average  church  attendance  for  the  years  1953 
1954,  1955,  and  thus  far  in  1956,  as  152,  159,  163,  175  j 
respectively.  j 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  H.  Francirj 
Berkshire,  of  our  Lanark  church,  and  Dean  of  the  Cenj 
tral  District  Young  People's  Camp,  presented  picture;! 
and  comments  about  the  new  camp  site,  in  the  Milledgej 
ville  church  the  evening  of  June  3rd.  i 

Brother  H.  H.  Rowsey  notes  that  68  people  have  beei 
received  into  the  church  during  his  pastorate.  At  th'j 
present  time  a  special  effort  is  being  made  to  win  peopLj 
to  Christ.  It  is  called  a  "One-A-Month"  Club,  in  whiclj 
church  members  promise  to  seek  to  win  one  for  Chris  | 
each  month.  Results  are  evident.  Three  were  baptized  oij 
June  3rd,  and  another  baptismal  service  was  scheduler 
for  June  12th. 
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KENTUCKY  CAMP 

JUNE  25  to  30 

Sponsored  by  the  Riverside  Christian  Training 
School,  Inc. 

Anyone  who  memorizes  I  Peter,  first  and  see 
ond  chapters,  can  come  without  paying  the  fee  o 
$3.00. 

We  are  so  pleased  that  a  group  of  Brethrej* 
Youth  Crusaders  will  be  with  us,  not  only  for  ouj 
Camp,  but  for  the  D.  V.  B.  S.  here,  and  at  Rowdy 

G.  E.  Drushal, 
Lost  Creek,  Kentucky. 


J 
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T^e   Value  Of  Tour  TUinister 


So  OFTEN  WE  TAKE  OUR  MINISTER  for 
granted.  Or  we  expect  him  to  possess  a  sixth 
sense  which  automatically  informs  him  of  your 
needs  and  desires.  Lacking  the  knowledge  of  your 
need,  he  is  often  criticized  because  he  fails  to 
inquire  about  you,  or  to  visit  you,  when  the  ac- 
tual fact  is  that  he  did  not  know  about  it. 

Brother  Robert  L.  Hoffman,  who  is  the  Pastor 
of  our  Smithville,  Ohio,  church,  several  years 
ago,  printed  a  selected  article  on  this  subject 
of  "Call  Your  Minister,"  in  his  church  paper, 
"From  The  Lord's  House  To  Your  House."  We 
are  reproducing  it  here  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  hereby  place  our  stamp  of  ap- 
proval upon  the  content  of  it. 

Too  often,  you  know,  we  do  not  really  consider 
the  value  of  our  Minister.  Here  is  a  man  whose 
commission  it  is  to  be  the  shepherd  of  the  sheep 
of  his  congregation.  He  is  set  apart  for  this  task 
through  prayer,  dedication,  and  the  laying  on  of 
hands  by  the  Elders  of  the  Church.  Often  he  has 
spent  many  years  in  schooling,  training  himself 
to  be  a  better  servant  of  the  Lord  in  ministering 
to  his  congregation.  He  comes  to  you  with  the  de- 
sire to  serve  you.  All  he  asks  is  that  he  get  a  fair 
break  from  the  members  of  his  congregation.  He 
can  do  his  work  better,  with  a  better  spirit,  and 
with  great  results,  if  he  knows  that  his  people 
are  cooperating  with  him  and  are  doing  all  they 
can  to  help  make  his  ministry  more  effective. 

Do  you  know  that  you  can  make  or  break  your 
minister?  While  God  protects  him  as  He  did  the 
prophets  and  servants  of  old,  yet  a  congregation 
can  be  the  means  of  encouraging  the  minister  or 
thrusting  him  into  the  depths  of  despair. 

Specifically,  now  we  are  concerned  with  this 
matter  of  keeping  your  pastor  informed.  This  Edi- 
tor is  convinced  that  more  misunderstandings  and 
hard  feelings  have  resulted  in  churches  between 
pastor  and  people  over  this  one  matter,  than  any 


other.  Most  pastors  are  concerned  about  the  wel- 
fare of  their  members,  and  will  do  anything  to 
help  them  in  time  of  need.  But,  as  we  said,  he 
does  not  possess  a  secret  sense  to  know  when  you 
or  a  member  of  your  family  is  suddenly  taken 
ill,  or  needs  some  special  help. 

So,  we  are  glad  to  bring  to  you  this  special 
article  on  "Call  Your  Minister:" 


"  Gall      T( 


our 


^Iflimster 


WHEN  YOU  ARE  FACING  A  SERIOUS 
PROBLEM.  Most  ministers  have  been  trained  to 
help  people  with  their  personal  and  family  prob- 
lems. The  impartial  judgment  of  a  spiritual  lead- 
er, together  with  his  prayers  for  Divine  guidance 
will  enable  you  to  face  your  difficulties  with  con- 
fidence. Don't  allow  your  problems  to  get  too  big 
for  you. 

WHEN  SOMEONE  IS  INTERESTED  IN  THE 
CHURCH.  You  will  meet  young  people  and  adults 
who  are  new  in  your  community,  and  others  who 
have  not  united  with  the  local  church.  Put  in  a 
good  word  for  your  church  and  tell  your  pastor 
about  these  prospective  church  members. 

WHEN  THERE  IS  ILLNESS.  Your  minister 
is  as  near  as  your  telephone.  His  presence,  coun- 
sel, and  prayer  will  be  helpful.  Your  pastor  will 
appreciate  your  phone  call  when  you,  your  loved 
one,  or  friend  is  ill  or  going  to  the  hospital. 

WHEN  THERE  IS  DEATH.  Your  minister 
should  be  notified  immediately  when  there  is  a 
death  in  the  family.  He  can  give  comfort  and 
counsel  at  this  difficult  time.  It  is  proper  to  con- 
sult him  before  funeral  arrangements  are  made. 

WHEN  YOU  MUST  MAKE  AN  IMPORTANT 
DECISION.  If  you  are  a  young  person  and  face 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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A    WALK    THROUGH    LIFE    WITH    GOD 


Scripture:  Genesis  5:21-24;  Hebrews  11:1-6. 

WE  WOULD  LIKE  to  develop  this  message 
from  two  verses  of  the  Scripture  which 
give,  in  a  few  words,  the  biography  of  "the 
seventh  from  Adam,"  Enoch. 

Genesis  5:24  and  Hebrews  11:5,  read  as  fol- 
lows: "And  Enoch  walked  with  God;  and  he  was 
not;  for  God  took  him."  "By  faith  Enoch  was 
translated  that  he  should  not  see  death;  and  was 
not  found,  because  God  had  translated  him;  for 
before  his  translation  he  had  this  testimony,  that 
he  pleased  God."  These  are  great  words  filled 
with  tremendous  meaning.  They  are  the  record 
of  a  noble  life,  one  which  was  lived  with  an  aim 
and  a  purpose. 

Every  person  has  some  aim  and  ambition  in 
life.  Certainly,  no  one  wanders  or  struggles 
through  life  without  aim  or  purpose.  Everyone 
lives  for  something.  Everyone  desires  to  live,  and 
everyone  has  a  reason  for  such  a  desire.  This 
gives  meaning  to  life.  To  some  life  is  a  drudge,  a 
misery,  a  multitude  of  unpleasant  circumstances 
with  material  disappointments.  To  others  life 
means  opportunity,  the  opportunity  to  live  for 
God  and  others  in  a  spiritual  atmosphere,  though 
surrounded  by  a  material,  worldly  environment, 
and,  at  the  same  time  separate  from  the  things 
of  this  world.  This  is  the  only  real  successful 
victorious  life.  This  is  the  life  Enoch  lived.  "He 
walked  with  God.  And  he  had  this  testimony,  that 
he  pleased  God." 


The  Bible  teaches  that  every  person  should  so 
live  not  to  please  self  but  to  please  God.  Paul  in 
Romans    15:3    says    of    Christ,    "Even    Christ 
pleased  not  Himself."  I   gather   from    this   that 
even   Christ  in   order   to    please    the    Heavenly  i! 
Father  and  fulfill   His   demands   had  frequently' 
to   displease   His   human  nature.   Another  place  I 
the  Word  says,   "He  was  in  all  points  tempted  i 
like  as  we  yet  without  sin."  And  Jesus  says  of  j 
Himself  in  John  8:29  "I  do  always  those  things  i 
that  please  Him."  God  said  in  two  distinct  places,! 
"This  is  my  beloved  Son  in    whom    I   am    wellj 
pleased."  This  briefly  is  the  story  of  the  life  of! 
Enoch.  He  lived  for  an  aim  and  a  purpose,  toi 
please  God.  i 

He  lived  by  faith,  he  walked  by  faith,  and  thus 
walked  with  God,  and  his  testimony  was,  that  he 
pleased  God.  The  next  verse  adds,  "Without! 
faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  him."  The  signifi-| 
cance  of  the  name  Enoch,  according  to  Genesis, 
and  the  Bible  Dictionary,  is  "initiated,"  or, 
"dedicated,  and  trained."  Enoch  was  initiated 
into  the  great  secret  of  life,  he  had  dedicated 
himself  to  one  purpose  and  aim  in  life,  he  set 
himself  apart  purposely  to  "walk  with  God." 
He  was  enabled  to  overcome  all  difficulties,  all 
unpleasant  circumstances  by  means  of  his  faith! 
in  God.  Faith  is  the  source  of  all  triumphs.  He 
not  only  exercised  this  faith  for  himself,  but 
spent  his  life  in  doing  good,  in  doing  God's  will.' 


(A  message  delivered  at  Linwood,  Maryland,  oni 
May  27,  1956.) 
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He  was  "a  preacher  of  righteousness."  He  had 
learned  Life's  Supreme  Lesson,  that  he  who 
enters  into  and  steadfastly  maintains  right  re- 
lations with  God  has  solved  the  problem  of  TRUE 
LIVING.  This  and  nothing  less  is  THE  CHRIS- 
TIAN'S SECRET  OF  A  HAPPY  LIFE,  right  re- 
lationship with  God,  and  this  is  the  answer  to 
many  peoples'  problems  and  troubles  which 
causes  their  life  misery  and  unhappiness.  They 
are  not  in  right  relationship  with  God,  their 
life  is  out  of  tune  and  harmony  with  His  will. 
But  here  is  a  life  which  is  a  worthy  example  and 
pattern  for  our  lives,  one  who  was  in  right  re- 
lationship with  God,  one  who  learned  for  him- 
self the  secret  of  life,  one  who  lived  to  please 
God,  one  who  walked  with  God  and  communed 
with  Him  day  by  day. 

To  walk  or  keep  company  with  another  person 
means  agreement.  You  cannot  long  keep  in  com- 
pany with  someone  with  whom  you  disagree. 
The  Brethren  movement  in  Germany  had  its  be- 
ginning under  what  was  called  "The  Pietists." 
They  were  later  called  "Separatists."  Christopher 
Hochmann,  a  Puritan,  and  Alexander  Mack,  were 
close  friends  and  held  much  in  common.  But 
when  it  came  to  the  organizing  of  a  separate 
church  Hochmann  disagreed  with  Mack.  There- 
fore, they  parted  company.  Alexander  Mack  with 
seven  others  founded  the  Brethren  Church.  The 
Prophet  of  long  ago,  asked:  "Can  two  walk  to- 
gether except  they  be  agreed?"  The  answer  is 
definitely  no.  Enoch  walked  with  God  because  he 
agreed  with  God. 

His  agreement  was  the  basis  for  his  walking 
with  God.  He  agreed  with  God's  plan.  He  accepted 
God's  way  as  the  best.  Not  much  is  said  about 
his  life  in  words,  but  there  is  a  mighty  volume 
of  deeds  implied  in  the  statement,  "He  walked 
with  God,  and  he  had  this  testimony  that  he 
pleased  God."  After  all,  doing  good  deeds,  and 
not  just  mere  words  is  what  counts  most  of  all. 
We  read  of  Jesus.  He  went  about  doing  good, 
ministering  to  the  needs  of  the  people.  That  is 
itrue  with  Enoch's  life;  he  lived  for  God,  doing 
good  for  others,  even  doing  good  to  those  who 
did  him  evil  and  wrong. 

You  know  our  reward  at  the  Judgment  Bar 
of  God  is  going  to  be  conditioned  on  the  good 
I  we  have  done  for  others.  For,  did  not  Jesus  say, 
i"Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me.  Lord,  Lord, 
! shall  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  but  he  that 
doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
Many  will  say  to  me  in  that  Day,  Lord,  Lord, 
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have  we  not  prophesied  in  thy  name?  and  in  thy 
name  cast  out  devils?  and  in  thy  name  done 
many  wonderful  works?  and  then  will  I  profess 
unto  them  I  never  knew  you,  depart  from  me 
ye  that  work  iniquity."  Matt.  7:21-23. 

Then  read  for  yourselves  Matt.  25:31-46,  and 
see  what  Jesus  says  about  a  life  of  service,  of 
helping  and  of  doing  deeds  of  goodness  and  kind- 
ness for  others.  "Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye 
have  done  it  unto  me."  And  these,  the  ones  on 
the  left,  who  have  lived  for  self,  for  self-glorifi- 
cation, for  self-gratification,  shall  go  away  into 
everlasting  punishment;  but  these,  those  who 
have  lived  for  God  and  to  His  glorification  and 
honor,  these  whose  lives  have  been  spent  in  ser- 
vice to  God  and  to  mankind,  these  righteous  ones 
who  have  lived  this  life  for  Christ  and  the 
Church,  shall  enter  life  eternal. 

Let  us  take  stock  of  our  lives.  This  Great  Day, 
the  Day  of  Judgment,  the  Day  before  which  we 
must  all  appear,  may  be  nearer  than  we  think. 
Let  us  live  now  to  please  God,  let  us  walk  day 
by  day  with  Him,  let  us  ever  strive  to  do  His 
will,  let  us  keep  our  lives  in  tune  and  harmony 
with  Him  all  the  way.  Let  us  make  Him  our  con- 
stant Companion  and  Friend.  He  has  promised, 
"Certainly  I  will  be  with  thee,  all  the  way  even 
to  the  end."  Let  us  permit  Him  to  lead  and  to 
guide  us.  He  will  lead  us  over  the  rough  places 
in  life.  This  is  what  Enoch  did,  he  lived  for  God. 

It  makes  little  difference  how  long  we  live,  but 
how  and  for  whom  we  live.  Let  us  live  now,  to- 
day for  God;  we  may  not  see  tomorrow.  Here  is 
a  life  suddenly  and  prematurely  cut  short;  al- 
though Enoch  lived  365  years,  it  was  not  half  the 
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usual  age  of  the  men  of  his  day.  Naturally, 
everyone  wants  to  live  as  long  as  they  can  and 
one  of  the  special  promises  of  God  to  His  people 
is,  "With  long  life  will  I  satisfy  him  and  show 
him  my  salvation."  Yet  on  the  other  hand  the 
length  or  the  quantity  of  days  is  not  too  impor- 
tant, the  quality  is  what  counts  most  of  all. 
Forty  or  fifty  years  lived  for  God  and  the  Church 
and  others  is  longer  and  better  than  a  life  lived 
for  the  Devil  and  for  self,  though  lived  many 
years  longer. 

That  is  the  tragic  truth,  that  all  around  us 
there  are  people  who  appear  to  be  still  in  their 
sins  with  no  evidence  of  the  presence  of  God 
and  the  precious  Holy  Spirit  in  their  lives.  Breth- 
ren, as  a  church  in  the  community  let  us  ask  our- 
selves, are  we  doing  all  we  can  to  win  the  un- 
saved to  a  saving  knowledge  of  the  Gospel?  A 
few  days  ago  I  was  traveling  in  a  certain  city. 
I  passed  a  certain  church  which  I  had  passed 
many  times.  I  had  to  stop  for  a  red  light  just 
opposite  the  church's  bulletin  board.  The  bulletin 
board  and  its  announcements  attracted  my  at- 
tention. This  little  sentence  I  read  and  repeated 
several  times,  "A  church  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
with  the  city  at  heart."  Do  we  really  have  the 
Church  at  heart?  Is  our  whole  heart  and  soul  in 
the  Church  ?  Shall  we  keep  our  hearts  and  minds 
united  to  win  souls  to  Christ  and  build  up  His 
Church,  or  shall  we  allow  some  little  petty  ideas 
to  retard  the  Church's  progress?  The  church's 
business  is  a  soul-saving  business.  We  are  here 
to  win  men  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  are  en- 
trusted with  the  Gospel  to  take  it  to  those  from 
whom  it  is  hid,  the  lost.  As  Christians,  ministers, 
laymen,  W.  M.  S.,  Sunday  School  workers.  Breth- 
ren Youth,  each  of  us,  all  of  us,  anything  less 
than  our  best  will  not  please  God. 

Someone  has  said,  "Christianity  is  like  a  bi- 
cycle, when  it  stops  it  either  falls  over  or  goes 
backward."  Let  us  keep  going  forward  in  Christ. 
Let  us  do  as  Enoch  did,  "initiate"  or  "dedicate" 
our  lives  to  God  and  His  work.  Let  us  keep  our 
light  shining  before  men  that  they  may  see  our 
good  works  and  be  constrained  to  wonder. 


This  is  the  way  to  please  God  as  Enoch  did. 
His  life  was  spent  in  fellowship  with  God.  His 
was  H  noble  testimony.  He  walked  with  God,  he 
progressed  day  by  day  because  in  his  life  there 
was  a  strong  persistence  and  determination.  Only 
in  this  same  spirit  can  we  live  triumphantly  and 
victorious.  There  have  been  people  who  thought 
they  could  live  without  God,  and  perhaps  there 
are  those  who  still  think  the  same. 

Belshazzar  thought  he  could  live  without  God. 
He   forgot    God,    but   God    did    not   forget   him. 
While  he  was  feasting  with  a  thousand  of  his 
loi-ds,  their  wives  and  concubines,  drinking  wine 
from  the  sacred  vessels  of  the  Temple,  a  myste- 
rious hand  appeared  on  the  plaster  of  the  wall 
of   his  palace   which    troubled   him   greatly.    He 
could  not  read  the  mysterious  writing  but  had  to 
have  God's  man,  Daniel,  to  read  it  to  him:  "God 
hath  numbered  thy  kingdom  and  finished  it.  Thou  j 
art  weighed  in  the  balances  and  found  wanting.  I 
Thy  kingdom  is  divided  and  given  to  the  Medes, 
and  Persians." 

Felix  thought  he  could  live  without  God.  Asi 
St.  Paul  stood  before  him  and  witnessed  ofi 
righteousness  and  of  judgment  to  come,  he  an-i 
swered  Paul,  "Go  thy  way,  Paul,  when  I  have 
a  more  convenient  season  I  will  call  for  thee." 
That  convenient  season  never  came.  Tradition] 
says  he  committed  suicide.  King  Agrippa  tried! 
to  live  without  God,  but  what  a  miserable  hfe. 
When  St.  Paul  stood  before  him  and  testified  ofi 
how  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  and  the  change 
that  was  wrought  in  his  life,  Agrippa  said,  "Al-j 
most  thou  persuadest  me  to  be  a  Christian." 
What  a  misery  life  must  be  without  aim  and, 
purpose,  and  the  one  supreme  purpose  "to  please 
God." 

We  are  living  in  a  world  of  sin,  we  are  sur-; 
rounded  with  evil  forces.  We  represent  that  body 
or  rather  are  a  part  of  that  body  of  believers 
for  whom  Jesus  prayed  in  His  High-Priestljj 
prayer  in  John  17.  "They  are  in  the  world,  buti 
they  are  not  of  the  world.  I  pray  not  that  thoi 
shouldest  take  them  from  the  world,   but  that 

(Continued  on  Page  13) 
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(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER.   Adm.    Aniitant 


SARASOTA'S  NEW  PASTOR 


"FOLLOWING  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  this  sum- 
mer, our  newest  Brethren  Church,  at  Sarasota,  Flor- 
ia,  will  have  a  full-time  pastor — Reverend  Lyie  Lich- 
enberger. 

Reverend  Lichtenberger,  a  native  of  Elkhart,  Indiana, 
ras  graduated  from  Ashland  College  in  1951  with  the 
L.B.  degree  and  from  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  in 
954  with  the  B.D.  degree.  He  has  been  a  successful  pas- 
or  at  Berlin,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  past  three  years. 
Vhile  in  college  he  was  active  in  the  Gospel  Team,  A 
kppella  Choir  and  Ambassador's  Quartet. 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Lichtenberger  (the  former  LaVonne 
daust  of  Waterloo,  Iowa)  are  the  parents  of  three  love- 
y  little  children  (a  boy  and  girl  of  their  own,  four  and 
ive  years  of  age,  and  a  little  girl  of  eight,  whom  they 
[re  rearing).  We  are  happy  to  send  these  fine  young 
i)eople  to  Sarasota  and  we  believe  they  will  make  a 
;reat  contribution  to  the  program   there. 

At  Sarasota 

■  Down  Florida-way  the  work  proceeds  apace.  Even 
hough  the  Brethren  in  this  new  field  are  eager  for  a 
jull-time  pastor,  they  are  not  folding  their  hands  and 
'raiting  until  he  arrives  to  work.  Quite  the  contrary!  They 
lire  actively  engaged  in  providing  a  fine  home  for  the 
)astor-family  when  they  arrive. 

i  Since  renting  is  very  expensive  and  difficult,  they  have 
{indertaken  to  build  a  parsonage  and  equip  it  with  per- 
nanent  furnishings,  in  so  far  as  possible.  These  people 
ire  certainly  to  be  commended  for  their  foresight  and 
iiitiative. 


It  should  be  noted  at  this  point  that  a  full-time  pas- 
tor is  being  secured  for  Sarasota  at  the  request  of  Rev- 
erend Vanator  and  the  members — not  with  the  idea  of 
replacing  him,  but  because  the  work  needs  more  pastoral 
work  to  build  it  up  and  Reverend  Vanator  needs  relief 
from  the  demands  entailed  by  the   growing  program. 

Reverend  Vanator  and  his  family  have  been  instru- 
mental in  beginning  and  organizing  this  group  of  Breth- 
ren people;  he  has  been  assisted  to  a  considerable  extent 
by  Reverend  Lemert,  who  has  now  returned  to  Indiana 
for  a  lengthy  period  of  time,  leaving  Reverend  Vanator 
the  entire  responsibility  for  services.  These  two  minis- 
ters have  done  a  fine  piece  of  work — entirely  without 
remuneration.  The  Brethren  Church  should  be — and  is — 
grateful  to  them. 

Now,  after  several  years  of  strenuous  "retirement  ac- 
tivity," Reverend  Vanator  would  appreciate  a  bit  of  relief 
for  himself  and  someone  to  take  on  a  definite  pastoral 
program  to  build  the  church;  hence  he  has  made  an  ap- 
peal for  a  pastor  at  Sarasota. 

The  Sarasota  Brethren  are  continuing  to  accumulate 
a  fund  for  a  church  building,  to  be  started  as  soon  as 
such  a  step  is  feasible. 

Ten  Dollar  Club 

In  this  connection,  we  should  mention  that  new  Ten 
Dollar  Club  calls  will  bg  sent  out  within  a  week  for  the 
Sarasota  Church.  It  is  true,  our  last  call  was  issued  for 
Sarasota;  however,  the  funds  received  from  this  call 
came  to  only  $5,900.00 — and  that  is  not  enough  to  justify 
beginning  construction;  therefore  we  hope  another  call 
will  provide  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 

Ten  Dollar  Club  Members,  give  as  liberally  as  possible 
to  this  call — any  amount  from  ten  dollars  on  UP.  As  soon 
as  we  have  a  large  enough  amount  we  will  begin  to 
build. 
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REGARDING   CHURCH   FINANCING 

The  Associated  Pi*ess  quotes  Darrell  K.  Smith — "No- 
where in  Holy  Scriptures  do  we  find  a  command  or  en- 
treaty for  the  conduct  of  rummage  sales,  chicken  sup- 
pers .  .  .  bingo  or  lottery  games  to  keep  up  the  finances 
of  the  Christian  church  .  .  .  God  has  a  plan  in  tithes  and 
free-will  offerings  .  .  .  The  great  need  today  is  for  church 
members  to  get  their  thinking  straight  in  regard  to  the 
financing  of  the  church  ..." 

— The  Bulletin,  American  Associated  Fxmd-Raising 
Counsel 
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PROGRAM  OF  THE 

SEVENTY-THIRD 

OHIO  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 

Linwood    Park,   Vermillion,   Ohio 

July  12-15.  1956 

Host  Church:   Canton,   Ohio 


(Sessions  on  Daylight  Saving  Time) 

'"QG^  t-Oe^  "-QG^ 

THEME: THE  CHURCH 
Conference  Text:  Mt.  16:18:  "I  will  build  my  church" 

PROGRAM  • 

Thursday   Morning — July   12 

10:00     Registration   of   Adults   and   Brethren   Youth 

12:00     Dinner 

Thursday  Afternoon 

2:00     Call  to   Order 
Song  Service 

Devotions    Moderator  John  T.   Byler 

2 :30     Vice  Moderator's  Address   Robert  Keplinger 

"I  Will  Build  My  Church" 
3:15     Simultaneous    Sessions 

W.  M.  S.,  Ministers,  Laymen, 
Brethren  Youth:   "The  Wai-m-up" 

Leader:    Jerry    Flora 
4:00     Sisterhood    Business    Session 
5:30     Supper 

Thursday    Evening 

7:30     Singspiration 

Brethren  Youth  Presentation  Phil   Lersch 

Conference  Offering 
Special  Music 

8:15     Moderator's  Address   John  T.  Byler 

"The  Church  United" 

9:00     Youth  Activities    Phil   &  Jean  Lersch 

Pictures  of  European  Work  Camp 

Friday  Morning — July  13 

Brethren  Youth  Breakfast  (Place  to  be  announced) 
9:00     Conference  Prayer   Sei-vice 

Directed   by  William   Fells 


Brethren  Youth   Prayer   Service 

Directed  by  Harold  Barnett 
9:20     Song  Service 

Devotions   J.  G.  Dodds 

9:30     Address    William  Anderson' 

"The  Church  At  Prayer" 
Special  Music 

10:15     Bible  Lecture    Dean  Delbert  Flora  j 

11:00     Simultaneous  Sessions 

W.  M.  S.,  Laymen,  Ministers 

Brethren   Youth    Leader,  JeiTy   Flora 

Speaker,  Grant  Carothers- 
12:00     Dinner 

Friday  Afternoon 

1:30     Song 

Devotions   George  Solomoii| 

Business  Session 

Report  of  Credential   Committee 
Organization   of   Conference 
V     Action  on  Report  of  1956  Committee  on  Commit- 
tees 
Statistician's  Report 
Report  of  District  Ministerial  Examining  Boaro 
Report  of  District  Board  of  Evangelists 
Conference  Treasurer's  Report 
Report  of  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
Report  of  Brethren  Youth   Board 
3:45     W.  M.  S.  Open  Session 

Youth  Recreation   Leader,  Kenneth  Solomoi 

5:30     Supper 

Friday    Evening 

7:30     Singspiration 

7:45     Devotions  and  College  Program 

8:15     Address    Kenneth   SolomoM 

"The  Church  Witnessing" 
9:00     Brethren  Youth  Camp  Fire, 

Leader,  John  T.  Byler,  Speaker,  Grant  Carother^ 

Saturday    Morning — July    14 

6:00     Brethren  Youth   Sunrise   Service  j 

Leader,  Bill  Curtis,  Speaker,  Grant  CarotherJ 

7:00     Morning  Dip  in  Lake  Erie 
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OHIO   DISTRICT   CONFERENCE   ORGANIZATION 

tioderator    John  T.   Byler 

/ice  Moderator Robert  Keplinger 

secretary-Treasurer    Robert   L.   Hoffman 

^.ssistant   Secretary    William   H.  Anderson 

statistician    L.  V.  King 


9:00     Conference  Prayer  Service 

Directed  by  Alvin  Grumbling 
Brethren   Youth   Prayer   Service 

Directed  by  Harold  Barnett 
9:20     Song  Service 

Devotions    Ray    Aspinall 

Address    Robert  L.  Hoffman 

"The  Church   Filled  With  The  Holy  Spirit" 
Special  Music 

L0:15     Bible    Lecture    Dean   Delbert    Flora 

L1:00     Simultaneous  Sessions 

W.  M.  S.,  Laymen,  Ministers 

Brethren    Youth    Sisterhood    Meeting, 

Speaker,  Mrs.  Glenn  Clayton 
L2:00     Dinner 

Saturday  Afternoon 

1:30     Song 

Devotions    Elmer    Frank 

Business  Session 
Reading  of  Minutes 
Final  Report  of  Credential  Committee 
Election  of  1957  Conference  Officers 
Election  of  Committee  on  Committees 
Report  of  District  Mission  Board 
Camp  and  Sunday  School  Report 
Auditing  Committee  Report 
Resolutions  Committee  Report 
Special  Committee  Reports 
Selection  of  place  of  meeting  for  1957  Confer- 
ence 
Unfinished  Business 
Final  Reading  of  Minutes 
3:45     Simultaneous  Sessions 

(If  desired  to  complete  business) 
Brethren    Youth    Recreation 

Leader,    Kenneth    Solomon 

Saturday    Evening 

5:30-7:30     Banquets:  W.  M.  S.,  Laymen  and  Ministers 
Brethren  Youth  "Beach  Banquet" 

Canton  Brethren  Youth, 
Speaker,  Grant  Carothers 
8:00     Song  Service  and  Devotions 

Installation  of  New  Conference  Officers 
Program  directed  by   Missionary  Board 

Bischofs  speaking 

Sunday  Morning — July  15 

9:45     Sunday  School   Directed  by   Canton  officers 

11:00     Worship    Service 

Message    Charles   R.   Munson 

"The  Church  Triumphant" 


W.  M.  S.  PROGRAM 

Theme:  "I  have  set  befone  thee  an  open  door,  and  no  man 
can  shut  it."  Rev.  3:8. 

Thursday— July  12 

10:00-12:00   Conference    Registration 
3:15     W.  M.  S.  Opening  Session 

Call  to  Order 

Welcome    Mrs.   Lloyd  Brown 

Song  Service: 

Leader    Mrs.   Howard   Winfield 

Pianist   Mrs.  Myron  Kem 

Announcements    and    Committee    Reports 

Special    Number    Mrs.  Joseph    Shultz 

Speaker   Mrs.  Lloyd  Studebaker 

Question   Period 

Benediction 

Friday  morning — July  13 

11:00     Call  to  Order 

Devotions   Mrs.  Robert  Bischof 

Special  Number   Mrs.  Phil  Lersch 

Business 
Benediction 

Friday  afternoon 

3:45     Call  to  Order 
Song  Service 

Special  Nvunber   Sisterhood  Girls 

Speaker    Mrs.    Russell    Rodkey 

Business 

Roll  Call  for  banner  societies 

Offering  for  Ministerial  Fund   (Goal  No.  3) 

Discussion  Period 

Closing  song  and  Benediction 

Saturday  morning — July  14 

11:00     Call  to  Worship 
Song  Service 

Devotions   Mrs.  Robert  Bischof 

Special  Number Mrs.  Myron  Kem 

Business 

Closing  Song  and   Benediction 

Saturday  evening 

5:30-7:30     Banquet 

Banquet  arranged  by  the   Canton  W.   M.   S.   Pro- 
gram provided  by  the  Ashland  Societies.  Table 
decorations  planned  by  the  Georgetown  W.  M.  S. 
Recognition    of    Banner    Societies 

Mrs.  Clayton  Berkshire 

Installation  of  Officers   Mrs.  Russell  Rodkey 

Candlelight   Dedication    Service 

All  W.  M.  S.  Members 
8:00     Missionary  Rally 


LAYMEN'S  PROGRAM 
Thursday— July   12 

10:00-12:00     Registration 

(Continued  on  Next  Page) 
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3:15     Joint  Session  of  Ministers  and  Laymen 
Program  arranged  by  Ministers 

Friday  morning — July  13 

11:00     Devotions  in  charge  of  Northeastern    Ohio     Lay- 
men's Ass'n.,  Forrest  Albright,  President 
11:15     Laymen's    Business    Session 

Saturday   morning — July  14 

11:00     Devotions    in  charge    of    Miami    Valley    Laymen's 
Assn.,  Dale  Roesch,  President 
11:15     Laymen's   Business   Session 
Election  of  Officers 

Saturday  afternoon 

5:30     Laymen  and  Minister's  Banquet 

J.   Garber  Drushal,    Speaker 
Installation  of  Officers 


DISTRICT  MINISTERIUM  PROGRAM 

Thursday— July  12 
3:15  P.  M. 

Evangelism    Panel   Discussion 

Friday— July  13 
11:00   A.   M. 

Church  Extension  in  Ohio   Brainstorming 

Saturday — July   14 
11:00  A.  M. 

Business 
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BOARDS  AND  COMMITTEES 

Conference  Board  of  Trustees:  1956— Dwight  L.  Miller, 
1957— Glenn  L.  Clayton,  1958— Everett  Keplinger,  1959— 
J.  E.  Stookey,  1960— A.  E.  Schwab. 

Ministerial  Examining  Board:  1956 — Delbert  B.  Flora, 
1957— Charles  R.  Munson,  1958— L,  V.  King,  Chairman. 

District  Mission  Board:  1956 — W.  Clayton  Berkshire, 
1957— Harold  Barnett,  1958— Percy  C.  Miller;  Elected  for 
one  year:  Elton  Whitted,  Myron  Kem,  E.  O.  Frank. 

General  Conference  Executive  Committee:  John  T.  By- 

ler,  W.  S.  Crick. 

Nominees  for  College  Trustees:  Harland  Clapper,  John 
Eck,  Fred  Eccard,  Paul  Clapper,  Oliver  Parker,  Robert 
Kline. 

Credential  Committee:  Robert  Keplinger,  Mrs.  Kurt 
Beneleit,  H.   R.   Garland,   Mrs.   Glenn  Clayton. 

Sunday  School  Board:  1956 — William  H.  Anderson, 
1957— John   T.    Byler,    1958— Robert   L.    Hoffman. 

Church  Comity  Committee:  John  Byler,  Clarence  Stogs- 
dill,  Myron  Dodds. 

District  Evangelist:  1956 — Clarence  Fairbanks,  1957 — 
W.  S.  Crick,  1958— J.  G.  Dodds. 


Rules  and  Organization:  J.  G.  Dodds,  Myron  Kem,  W. 
S.  Benshoff. 

Camp  Site  Committee:  Elbert  Wallace,  Robert  L.  Hoff- 
man, Joe  Brubaker. 

Shipshewana  Committee:  J.  E.  Stookey,  W.  S.  Crick. 

Boys'  Work  Committee:  Charles  Munson,  Clarence 
Stogsdill,  Robert  Keplinger. 

Committee  on  Moderator's  Address:  W.  C.  Berkshire, 
Everett  Keplinger,  John  Eck. 

Auditing  Committee:  E.  O.  Frank,  Mrs.  Robert  Hoff- 
man, Robert  Bisset. 

Resolutions  Committee:  W.  S.  Crick,  George  Solomon, 
Mrs.   Clayton  Berkshire. 

Brethren  Youth  Board:  1956— John  T.  Byler,  1957— 
Phil  Lersch,  1958 — Kenneth  Solomon;  Elected  for  one 
year:  Jerry  Flora,  Bill  Curtis. 

Committee  on  Committees:  John  Eck,  Charles  Munson, 
Percy   Miller. 


Woman's  Missionary  Society 

President    Mrs.  Frank  Morrison,  Dayton 

Vice  President    Mrs.  Clayton  Berkshire,  Ashland 

Secretary-Treasurer Mrs.  Lloyd  BroM^n,  Canton 

Assistant  Secretary    Mrs.  Donald  Rowser,  Ashland 

Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha 

President    Marilyn  Miller,  Ashland  College 

Vice   President    Joyce   Schmit,   Dayton 

Secretary-Treasurer   Linda  Beneleit,  Canton 

Patroness    Mrs.  Robert  Keplinger,    Canton 

Assistant  Patroness  ....  Mrs.  Robert  Hoffman,  Smithville 

Laymen 

President   Myron  Kem,  Dayton 

Vice  President Elmer  O.  Frank,  Rittman 

Seci-etary    Ora    Baer,    Canton 

Assistant  Secretary    Everett  Keplinger,   Dayton 

Treasurer Elvan  Musselman,  New  Lebanon 

Assistant   Treasurer    Delbert   Mellinger,   Ashland 

Ministerium 

President    Charles   R.   Munson,  Ashland 

Vice  President William  H.  Anderson,  Pleasant  Hill 

Secretary  Treasurer   Harold  Barnett,  Mansfield 

'^^■^^^■^^^■— — ■■^— ^■^— ■—— ^— ' 

NOTICE  I 

I 
The  Brethren  Church  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  desires  to  con- 
tact anyone   interested   in    the  pastorate   of   this   church.  | 
Write  to: 

Mrs.   Herbert    Longshore,    Church    Secretary, 

546  W.  4th  St., 

Mansfield,  Ohio.  j 
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MOHLER.  Mrs.  Minnie  May  Mohler,  69,  passed  away 
it  Duke's  Hospital,  June  4,  1956.  Bom  Aug.  14,  1886,  in 
Dpello,  Conway  Co.,  Ark.  Member  of  the  Peru  Brethren 
Church,  although  inactive  for  the  past  12  years  due  to 
Failing  health.  Survived  by  husband,  Aaron,  and  three 
=ons.  Earl,  of  Peru,  Fred,  of  Monticello,  Ind.,  and  Carl, 
if  Sarasota,  Fla.  Funeral  services  held  from  Gilead 
Methodist  Church,  with  the  undersigned  assisting.  Bur- 
ial in  Gilead  cemetery. 

Robert  Madoski,  Pastor, 
Peru  Brethren  Church, 
Peru,  Indiana. 


STUTZMAN.  Elmer  F.  Stutzman,  73,  died  May  11, 
1956,  in  Lee  Hospital,  Johnstown,  Pa.  Bom  July  29, 
1882.  Preceded  in  death  by  first  wife,  Goldie,  and  second 
wife,  Sally.  Survived  by  two  sons,  six  daughters,  and 
three  step-children.  Also  by  29  grandchildren  and  11 
E:reat-grandchildren.  Formerly  belonged  to  old  Rosedale 
Church,  later  transferring  to  the  Third  Brethren  Church 
where  he  was  an  active  layman,  and  member  of  the 
Lookout  Bible  Class.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  Rev. 
W.  B.  Brant;   interment,  Benshoff  Cemetery,  Johnstown. 

John  J.  Golby. 
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THE  EDITOR'S  PULPIT 

THE  VALUE  OF  YOUR  MINISTER 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

a  decision  about  going  to  college,  arranging  your 
course  of  study,  or  choosing  your  life  work,  make 
an  appointment  to  see  your  minister.  The  view- 
point of  your  spiritual  advisor  should  be  consid- 
ered. 

WHEN  THERE  IS  TO  BE  A  WEDDING.  Your 

pastor  should  be  consulted  before  the  wedding 
day  is  set.  Since  you  will  undoubtedly  desire  to 
have  one  or  more  conferences  with  your  minis- 
ter, it  is  advisable  to  contact  him  well  in  ad- 
vance of  the  wedding. 

WHEN  SOMEONE  DESIRES  TO  BECOME  A 
CHRISTIAN.  Happy,  indeed,  is  the  pastor  who  is 
asked  to  talk  with  someone  desiring  to  become  a 
Christian.  Tell  your  minister  about  friends  of 
yours  who  are  interested  in  knowing  more  about 
the  Christian  life. 

Just  remember,  your  minister  is  as  near  as 
your  telephone! 


agaannannpnnDaangnnnnDnDnaanaanaanqDDnna 
aBnaanDnnQnaQaaaDDDnnanDDnaaanDnnnBannnn 

YES— WHICH? 

There  are  two  ways  to  begin  the  day — with 
prayer,  or  without  it.  You  begin  the  day  in  one 
of  these  two  ways.  Which? 

There  are  two  ways  of  spending  the  Lord's 
Day — idly  or  devotionally.  You  spend  the  Lord's 
Day  in  one  of  these  two  ways.  Which? 

There  are  two  classes  of  people  in  the  world — 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked.  You  belong  to  one 
of  these  two  classes.  Which? 

There  are  two  great  rulers  in  the  universe — 
God  and  Satan.  You  are  serving  under  one  of 
these  two  great  rulers.  Which? 

There  are  two  roads  which  lead  through  time 
to  eternity — the  broad  and  the  narrow  road.  You 
are  walking  in  one  of  these  two  roads.  Which? 

There  are  two  deaths  which  people  die — some 
"die  in  the  Lord" ;  others  "die  in  their  sins."  You 
will  die  one  of  these  two  deaths.  Which? 

There  are  two  places  to  which  people  go — 
heaven  and  hell.  You  will  go  to  one  of  these 
places.  Which? 

Ponder  these  questions!  Pray  over  them!  May 
the  issue  be  your  salvation  from  "the  wrath  to 
come." — Selected. 


»  »   »   » 
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WHAT  WOULD  YOU  DO? 

Roxie  E.  Stahl 

If  you  were  God,  what  would  you  do 

If  mankind  had  no  time  for  you? 

Hiow  would  you  feel,  day  after  day, 

When  no  one  came  to  kneel  and  pray, 

And  lift  his  cup  for  you  to  fill; 

Or  seek  to  know  thy  Holy  Will? 

Would  you  offer  to  each  thankless  one — 

The  sinless  Christ,  your  only  Son? 

Could  you  pour  out  blessings  on  a  human  race 

Too  busy  to  keep  or  to  want  Thy  gi'ace? 

If  no  one  ever  spoke  to  you — 

And  YOU  were  God— 

What  would  you  do? 


M' 
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Vrayer  ffleeting 
Studies 

IBij  G.  T.  §ilmer 


UNTO    THIS   LEAST 

Inasmuch   (Matt.  25:40) 

While  the  cobbler  mused  there  passed  his  pane 

A  beggar  drenched  by  the  driving  rain. 

He  called  him  in  from  the  stormy  street, 

And  gave  him  shoes  for  his  bruised  feet. 

The  beggar  went  and  there  came  a  crone, 

Her  face  with  wrinkles  of  sorrow  sown. 

A  bundle  of  faggots  bowed  her  back. 

And  she  was  spent  with  the  wrench  and  rack. 

He  gave  her  his   loaf  and   steadied   her  load 

As  she  took  her  way  on  the  weary  road. 

Then  to  his  door  came  a  little  child. 

Lost  and  afraid  in  the  world  so  wild, 

In  the  big  dark  world.  Catching  it  up, 

He  gave  it  milk  in  the  waiting  cup. 

And  led  it  home  to  mother's  arms. 

The  day  went  down  in  the  crimson  west. 

And  with  it  the  hope  of  the   Blessed  Guest, 

And  Conrad  sighed  as  the  whole  world  turned  gray; 

"Why  is  it,  Lord,  that  your  feet  delay? 

Did  you  forget  that  this  was  the  day?" 

Then  soft  in  the  silence  a  voice  was  heard: 

"Lift  your  heart,  for  I  kept  My  word; 

Three  times  I  came  to  your  friendly  door; 

Three  times  My  shadow  was  on  your  floor; 

I  was  the  beggar  with  the  bruised  feet; 

I  was  the  woman  yeu  gave  to  eat; 

I  was  the  child  on  the  homeless  street." 

— Edwin  Markham. 

"A  CUP  OF  COLD  WATER"  given  to  a  missionary, 
native  worker,  or  convert  in  the  mission  field  by  your 
means  in  the  name  of  Christ  assures  you  of  your  re- 
ward (Mark  9:41).  "Inasmuch"  as  you  have  visited,  com- 
forted or  fed  "one  of  the  least  of  these"  His  brethren, 
you  have  done  it  unto  Jesus  Christ  Himself  (Matt.  25:40). 
Your  sending  of  the  gospel  to  the  needy  anywhere  is  as 
"cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul"  (Prov.  25:25).  Like  Paul, 
we  are  in  debt  to  the  farthest  sinner  and  the  weakest 
saint  (Rom.  1:14,  15). 

Christ  was  our  "Good  Samaritan"  (Luke  10:33,  34; 
Acts  10:38).  To  follow  in  His  steps  we  shall  have  to  do 
Christian  help  work  (1  John  2:6).  To  minister  to  the 
needy  is  to  really  serve  Him  (Matt.  25:40).  Though  there 
will  always  be  "the  poor"  (Matt.  26:11),  "the  Lord  is 
the  maker  of  them  (Prov,  22:2).  One  good  evidence 
of  genuine  repentance  is  showing  mercy  to  the  poor" 
(Dan.  4:27).  To  right  matters  with  the  poor  is  to  show 
a  knowledge  of  God  (Jer.  22:16).  We  are  to  "visit  the 
fatherless  and  the  widows  in  their  affliction"  (James  1: 
27).  We  are  to  give  that  which  really  helps  (Acts  3:6; 
2  Cor.  12:8).  Money  has  a  place,  but  there  are  other 
gifts  of  greater  value   (Job  29:24). 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST' 

Job  searched  out  the  needs  of  the  poor  (Job  29:16) 
God  wants  His  people  to  be  sensitive  to  poverty,  suffer 
ing,  and  distress  (Isaiah  42:22,  23).  God  has  made  pro 
vision  for  the  outcasts  (Isaiah  16:3,  4).  God's  fastinj 
program  means  self-denial  for  the  good  of  others  (Isaial 
58:6,  7).  God  has  made  great  promises  to  those  whj 
minister  to  the  wants  and  distresses  of  others  (Isaial 
58:10,  11).  He  has  promised  to  repay  those  who  give  t 
the  poor  (Prov.  10:17;  28:27).  "Give,  and  it  shall  b 
given  you"  (Luke  6:38;  Gal.  6:7;  Psalm  18:25,  26;  109 
17). 

Christ,  with  a  "feeling  of  our  infirmities,"  wants  Hi 
people  to  visit  the  sick  (Matt.  25:36;  Heb.  4:15).  H 
brought  relief  to  Peter's  household  (Matt.  8:14,  15),l 
In  our  ministry  for  the  sick  we  should  not  forget  ti 
pray  (James  5:16).  Christ  is  our  Example  for  goinj 
about  doing  good  (1  John  4:17;  Acts  10:38).  Christ  alsi 
gives  an  incentive  for  doing  prison  work  (Matt.  25:36 
Psalm  102:19,  20).  God  sent  His  Son  to  liberate  the  pris 
oners  in  the  prison-house  of  sin  (Isaiah  42:7;  Luke  4:18 
Psalm  142:7).  God  has  not  forgotten  His  people  whon 
the  devil  has  cast  into  prison  (Psalm  69:33;  Rev.  2:10 
Dan.  11:33-35). 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  July   1,   1956 

WRITINGS    FOR   PERILOUS  TIMES 

Lesson:  I  Peter  2:19-25;  Jude  3,   17-25 

"Faith  of  our  fathers!   Holy  faith! 
We  will  be  true  to  Thee  till  death!" 

HOW  MUCH  WE  OWE  to  the  saints  who  have  gon. 
before  us!  We  are  indeed  deeply  in  debt  to  ou' 
Godly  forefathers  who  stood  faithful  to  the  truth  of  Goii 
that  was  given  to  them.  God  would  have  us  remembei 
their  faith   and   follow  their  example. 

For  this  reason,  God  would  encourage  us,  by  the  writ^ 
ings  of  faithful  men,  who,  under  the   direction   and   im 
pulse  of  the   Holy   Spirit,  set  down  words   of  edificatio:! 
and  encouragement.  i 

Peter  was  one  who  could  write  concerning  sufferin;i' 
and  persecution.  He  wrote  to  Christians  who  wer' 
experiencing  the  fires  of  trial.  Listen  to  some  of  thi 
expressions  he  used:  "manifold  temptations";  "trial  oj 
your  faith";  "trial  with  fire";  "suffer  for  righteousness] 
sake";  "fiery  trial";  "partakers  of  Christ's  sufferings"! 
"reproached  for  the  name  of  Christ."  To  Christians  pass 
ing  through  deep  and  troubled  waters,  therefore,  Pete! 
wrote    words    of   faith    and    encouragement. 

There   are   two  reasons   why  a  genuine   Christian  ma  < 
experience  suffering  and  persecution.  First,  he  may  sui 
fer  because  of  his  own  wrong  doing  and  mistakes.  Whe 
this  happens   he   should   not  expect  praise   or   glory,  fo 
"what   glory   is   it,   if,   when  ye    be    buffeted    for    you 
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aults,  ye  shall  take  it  patiently?"  Secondly,  a  righteous 
ihristian  may  suffer  rebuke  because  of  righteousness. 
When  ye  do  well,  and  suffer  for  it,  ye  take  it  patiently, 
tiis  is  acceptable  with  God." 
"But  why  should  it  be,"  we  ask  Peter,  "that  a  Chris- 
ian  attempting  to  live  righteously  before  God  must  suf- 
5r  trial,  and  persecution,  and  rebuff?"  Peter  would  an- 
wer:  "For  even  hereunto  were  ye  called:  because  Christ 
Iso  suffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example,  that  ye 
tiould  follow  His  steps." 

Another  New  Testament  writer  who  was  able  to  offer 
piritual  encouragement  was  Jude.  He  was  a  brother  of 
ames,  and  hence  one  of  the  brothers  of  Jesus.  Frank  S. 
lead  says  of  Jude:  "He  .  .  .  was  a  man  deeply  concerned 
nth  the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  and  with  certain  dangers  which 
ad  arisen  within  the  church  to  threaten  it  .  .  .  Godless 
len  had  infiltrated  into  the  church;  under  the  cloak  of 
ihristian  profession  they  were  saying  and  doing  things 
'■hich  were  not  only  disgraceful  from  the  standpoint  of 
uman  morality  and  behavior,  but  were  threatening  to 
ndermine  the  Gospel  itself." 

Because  of  this,  Jude's  admonition  was  this:  "Contend 
amestly  for  the  faith  which  was  once  for  all  delivered 
nto  the  saints."  The  words  "earnestly  contend"  are 
erived  from  the  same  root  word  that  is  translated 
agony"  in  Luke  22:44,  and  "fight"  in  I  Tim.  6:12.  It 
i  clear,  therefore,  that  Jude  stoutly  maintained  it  was 
bsolutely  essential  that  Christians  retain  the  faith  of 
lie  Gospel  as  presented  in  God's  Word! 

Now  one  last  exhortation  from  Dr.  Mead:  "This  truth 
mst  be  defended:  and  Jude  says  that  the  best  defense 
f  it  is  found  in  the  influence  of  a  holy,  Christian  life, 
he  false  charges  must  be  answered,  yea:  but  true  Chris- 
tan  living  is  the  final  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  Christian 
Gospel!" 


A  WALK  THROUGH  LIFE  WITH  GOD 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

hou  should  keep  them  from  the  evil."  Herein  is 
he  Church's  challenge;  are  we  doing  all  we  can 
0  redeem  the  world?  There  was  wickedness  and 
ill  kinds  of  sins  in  Enoch's  day,  his  life  was 
pent  amid  surrounding  wickedness,  yet  he 
^^alked  with  God.  He  did  not  become  so  engrossed 
n  the  things  of  this  life  that  could  have  side- 
racked  him  from  his  aim  and  purpose  of  pleas- 
ng  God. 

He  did  not  become  weary  and  faint-hearted  in 
he  battle  of  life,  he  kept  faith  in  God.  He  could 
lave  easily  said,  the  world  is  getting  worse  and 
nore  wicked,  I  am  only  one  man,  I  can't  do  much, 

may  as  well  quit.  But  no,  he  felt  he  had  a  con- 
Tibution  to  make  to  the  world  to  do  all  he  could 
;o  make  it  better,  and  that  though  many  times 
le  no  doubt  had  to  take  his  stand  alone;  yet  he 
vas  sure  that  God  was  with  and  for  him,  and  if 


God  be  for  him  who  could  be  against  him?  That 
too  must  be  the  Christian's  position  in  life  today. 

The  sins  of  today  are  generally  the  same  as  the 
sins  of  Enoch's  day.  The  hatred  and  the  murder 
and  other  deadly  sins  of  today  are  just  about  the 
same  as  they  were  then,  SIN.  The  fourth  chapter 
of  Genesis  tells  of  the  birth  of  Cain  and  Abel. 
The  same  chapter  tells  of  the  hatred  and  murder 
of  Abel  by  his  brother  Cain.  The  sixth  chapter 
tells  of  the  exceeding  wickedness  of  mankind; 
that  God  looked  down  upon  them  in  anger  and 
said,  "My  Spirit  shall  not  always  strive  with 
man.  And  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man 
was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagina- 
tion of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  ONLY 
EVIL  CONTINUALLY.  And  it  repented  the  Lord 
that  he  had  made  man  on  the  earth,  and  it 
grieved  him  at  his  heart."  So  far  as  we  know  this 
is  the  only  time  God  ever  repented.  Oh  how  his 
heart  must  be  grieved  today  as  He  looks  down 
from  His  Throne  in  Heaven  upon  mankind. 

Finally,  Enoch's  life  was  crowned  by  transla- 
tion. "He  walked  with  God,  and  he  was  not  for 
God  took  him."  His  translation  was  a  reminder  to 
the  men  of  his  day  and  every  other  day  that 
this  life  is  not  the  end,  but  there  is  another  life 
above  and  beyond  this  present  life,  and  that  our 
fondest  ambition  should  be  to  so  live  now  as  to 
be  worthy  to  enter  the  life  that  shall  never  end. 
That  we  may  be  worthy  to  hear  our  Saviour  and 
King's  crowning  words,  "Come  ye  blessed  of  my 
Father  inherit  the  Kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world." 

Linwood,  Maryland. 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youfh  Director 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

HI  THERE,  we've  been  waiting  for  you.  That  is, 
waiting  for  you  to  take  a  few  moments  today  to 
learn  something  more  about  Brethren  Youth  and  its  ac- 
tivities by  reading  the  following  utterances  from  the 
printed  page.  But  before  the  news,  there  is  something 
more  important  to  be  said. 

NOT   "GOODBYE"   BUT   "AUFWIEDERSEHEN" 

These  are  our  words  to  the  retiring  Youth  Director, 
Rev.  Clarence  Stogsdill.  To  be  sure,  he  is  not  retiring  of 
old  age,  but  rather  just  changing  his  area  of  active  ser- 
vice from  Ashland  to  Johnstown.  Clarence  has  served 
Brethren  Youth  well  in  the  past  three  years  and  I  know 
his  future  pastorate  will  be  blessed  and  expand  the  cause 
of  Christ  under  his  able  leadership.  My  most  grateful 
thanks  goes  out  to  Clarence  for  his  untiring  patience 
with  me  in  the  past  few  weeks.  His  willingness  to  help 
me  learn  the  "ropes"  of  the  Brethren  Youth  work  by 
answering  questions  and  offering  suggestions  has  aided 
immeasurably.  And  so,  to  our  mutual  friend,  whose  heart 
has  been  in  Brethren  Youth  work  these  past  three  years 
and  will  continue  to  be  there  in  the  many  years  to  come, 
we  cannot  say  "goodbye."  But  let  us  say  as  the  Germans 
do,  "Till  we  meet  again,"  which  is,  being  interpreted, 
"Aufwiedersehen." 

BRETHREN   YOUTH   IS   SERVING    YOU 

THE  CRUSADERS,  under  the  direction  of  Brethren 
Youth,  are  conducting  Bible  Schools  in  five  of  our 
churches  this  summer.  We'll  try  to  keep  you  up  to  date 
on  their  activities  and  the  location  of  their  work  as  the 
weeks  go  by.  Most  of  the  Crusaders  are  already  in  action. 

June  11-24   Goshen,   Indiana 

Carol   Berkshire,  Teegarden,  Indiana 
Carol  Johnson,  Ashland,  Ohio 
Betty  Myers,   Berlin,  Pennsylvania 

June  18-30 Lost  Creek,  Kentucky 

Joann   Rummell,    South    Bend,   Indiana 
Susan  Miller,  Goshen,  Indiana 
Bonnie   Swihart,  Goshen,   Indiana 

Some  of  these  girls  look  upon  this  work  as  tithing 
their  summer's  vacation.  In  addition  to  that,  it  is  a  val- 
uable training  period  for  greater  service  for  the  Lord 
in  future  years  both  in  the  home  church  and  on  foreign 
soil.  For  each  week  that  a  Crusader  is  working  in  a 
Bible  School,  $15  is  applied  to  her  tuition  or  future  tui- 
tion at  Ashland  College.  Perhaps  you  have  some  capable 
young  people  in  your  own  church  who,  with  a  little  en- 
couragement, would  find  great  blessings  in  this  work  next 
summer.  Now  is  the  time  to  think  about  it. 

The  other  Brethren  Youth  team,  the  Ambassador  Quar- 
tet,    will     be     traveling     in     about     forty-five     Brethren 


THIS  IS  THE  FIRST  ARTICLE  to  appear  from  th 
pen  of  our  new  National  Brethren  Youth  Director,  RE\ 
PHIL  LERSCH.  We  welcome  Phil  to  our  staff  of  regula 
writers  for  the  EVANGELIST.  Phil  is  getting  into  th 
full  swing  of  the  Brethren  Youth  work  as  note  his  com 
ments  in  the  accompanying  article.  You  will  be  hearin; 
more  from  him  about  Brethren  Youth,  each  week  on  thi 
page.   W.   S.   B. 


Churches  from  August  4  to  September  19.  There  is  tiin 
later  for  these  details. 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  IS  MOVED  AND  MOVING 

No,  Brethren  Youth  "ain't  where  she  use  ta  be."  W' 
certainly  want  all  of  you  to  come  and  visit  the  Brethre' 
Youth  office,  especially  at  National  Conference,  but  doni 
lose  time  by  looking  in  the  old  location.  Come  to  th 
Student  Union  on  Ashland  College  Campus  to  make  youi 
future  visits.  Just  off  the  beautiful  main  lounge  you  wi. 
find  our  convenient  new  office.  A  welcome  awaits  yo 
there  in  this  student  center. 

Brethren  Youth  expresses  its  appreciation  to  Ashlan 
College  for  making  this  move  possible.  It  will  be  advari 
tageous  to  the  Youth  Director  in  his  contacting  anr 
counselling  with  students  on  campus,  and  will  also  pr({ 
vide  pleasant  surroundings  for  all  you  guests  who  wi| 
be  coming  in.  Remember,  a  special  invitation  is  extende 
to  you  from  August  13-19.  j 

Brethren  Youth  is  fortunate  in  having  Jim  Rowsey,  ovi 
part-time  secretary,  serve  for  the  summer  months.  Jill 
has  already  proved  himself  invaluable  in  organizing  tl.l 
new  office  and  in  working  on  the  many  endless  tasl 
that  always  appear  in  any  office.  Also  his  leadershi 
in  campus  religious  groups  this  past  year  has  shown  h'j 
interest  in  youth  work.  He  worked  endlessly  in  the  Coj 
lege  Christian  Endeavor  and  Mid- Week  Meditatioij 
groups  and  this  past  experience  will  be  helpful  to  Bretlj 
ren  Youth.  We're  glad  to  have  you  aboard,  Jim.  Ovl 
thanks  also  goes  out  to  Miss  Edith  York,  a  close  frier; 
of  Mr.  Rowsey,  who  has  been  assisting  the  assistant. 

The  Youth  Director  is  literally  "on  the  move."  Hej 
is  the  schedule  of  travel  for  the  coming  weeks.  If  theij 
journeys  representing  Brethren  Youth  come  near  you,  ii] 
troduce  yourself  and  give  to  him  any  suggestions  yc 
may  have   concerning  the  future   of  Brethren  Youth. 

June  13-14 — Indiana  District  Conference  - 

June  15 — Conferring  with   the   Youth    Board  presider 
Rev.  Virgil  Meyer 


i 
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June  16 — Back  to  Ashland 

June  17 — Preaching  at  the  Ashland  Church 

Travel    to    Lost     Creek    delivering     Brethren 
Youth  Crusaders 
June  18 — Visiting  youth  at  Lost  Creek 
June   19,   20 — Southeastern  District   Conference 
June  21,  22,  and  23— Back  in  Ashland 

As  Brethren  Youth  is  moving  on  a  national  scale,  not 
jnly  in  body  but  also  in  spirit,  we  trust  that  your  local 
Brethren  Youth  Crusaders  are  moving  actively  during 
;hese  summer  months.  Brethren  Youth  is  here  to  serve 
Grod  by  serving  you.  If  we  can  be  of  help  in  any  way, 
ive  will  be  happy.  Let  your  requests  be  made  known. 

HAVE  YOU  SEEN  THE  FISH  BOWL  YET? 

HOW  ABOUT  YOUR  OFFERINGS? 

JUST  IN  CASE  you  have  neglected  to  send  in  your 
)ffering  to  one  or  more  of  our  Denominational  enter- 
jrises,  and  since  most  of  our  Boards  and  Organizations 
:Iose  their  books  July  1st,  we  are  listing  for  you  the 
various  Treasurers  to  whom  you  can  send  your  gifts.  We 
suggest  you  act  promptly;  in  other  words,  DO  IT  TO- 
DAY! 


THE   EDUCATIONAL   DAY   OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  Ashland  College,  and  send  to 
Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  mark  on  Envelope, 
'Educational   Day   OflFering." 

HOME  MISSION  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  address  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

WHITE  GIFT  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  Henry  Bates,  Treasurer  of  the 
National  Sunday  School  Association,  and  address  to  Rev. 
■lenry   Bates,   North    Manchester,   Indiana. 

PUBLICATION  DAY  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  Brethren  Publishing  Com- 
jany,  and  address  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company,  524 
College   Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio. 

BENEVOLENT   OFFERING 

(For  Brethren's  Home  and  Retired  Ministers'  Fund) 
Make  checks  payable  to   L.   V.    King,    Treasurer,    and 
iddress   Rev.    L.    V.    King,    1033    E.    Main   St.,    Louisville, 
Dhio. 

FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  OFFERING 

(Easter) 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  address  The  Missionary  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  William  Fells,  Treasurer,  and 
address,  Rev.  William  Fells,  232  Sherman  Ave.,  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 
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WHAT  ARE  YOU  THINKING  ABOUT? 

THE  OTHER  DAY  I  was  reading  an  article  with  this 
title  and  it  set  me  to  thinking.  The  Bible  says  "As 
a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he."  If  you  tell  me 
what  you  think  of  when  your  mind  and  body  are  re- 
laxed, then  one  can  tell  what  kind  of  person  you  are. 
Psalms  119:59  tells  us  "I  thought  on  my  ways,  and 
turned  my  feet  unto  thy  testimonies." 

Men  and  women  do  a  lot  of  thinking  in  the  world  of 
industry,  science  and  the  arts,  but  is  it  the  right  think- 
ing? Is  it  straight  thinking?  Someone  asked  Noah  Web- 
ster "What  is  the  greatest  thought  that  ever  entered 
your  mind?"  His  quick  reply  was,  "My  relation  to  God." 
Not  all  people  think  this  way. 

All  thinking  is  not  good  when  we  fall  on  our  own  self. 
But  if  we  turn  to  Him,  darkness  turns  to  light.  The 
way  of  God  is  truth.  If  you  believe  that  Christ  died  for 
you  and  you  accept  Him  as  your  Saviour,  you  will  find 
He  is  the  answer  to  all  your  needs.  Then  your  thinking 
will  always  be  for  His  glory.  Also  you  will  want  to  win 
those  souls  for  Him  that  are  thinking  wrong.  They  need 
to  think  of  God.  Do  you  ? 

Mrs.  H.  Francis  Berkshire, 

Lanark,   Illinois. 


BLACKSTEN-DEVILBISS.  Miss  Marion  Blacksten, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Blacksten,  Westmin- 
ster, Md.,  became  the  bride  of  William  Howard  Devil- 
biss.  Pleasant  Valley,  Md.,  in  a  double  ring  ceremony  in 
the  Brethren  Church,  Linwood,  Md.,  Sunday,  May  20, 
1956  at  2:30  P.  M.  The  ceremony  was  solemnized  by  the 
Pastor,  the  Rev.  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz.  Following  the  cere- 
mony, a  reception  for  more  than  300  guests  was  held 
in  the  social  room  of  the  church.  Robert  DeGroft,  Littles- 
town,  Pa.,  was  Soloist,  with  Mrs.  Adelaide  Englar,  York, 
Pa.,  was  Organist.  The  bride  was  given  in  marriage  by 
her  father.  The  bride  is  a  graduate  of  New  Windsor  High 
School,  and  the  bridegroom  is  a  graduate  of  Westmin- 
ster High  School.  After  the  wedding  the  couple  left  for 
a  wedding  trip  through  New  England.  They  plan  to  live 
at   21   Park   Avenue,   Westminster,   Md. 

Bruce  C.   Shanholtz,  Pastor. 


Brethren  Historiaal   library 

Manchester  Colleg©" 
N.   Manchester,   Ind. 
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FOR  ENJOYABLE  BIBLE  STUDY 


Commentary  on  the 
Whole  Bible 

By  Jamieson,  Pausset  and  Brown. 
Critical  and  Explanatory  comments 
on  every  verse  in  the  Bible.  The 
most  popular  of  all  verse-by-verse 
commentaries.  Positively  un- 
equaled  in  value  for  preachers, 
Sunday  school  teachers,  Christian 
workers  and  Bible  students.  Com- 
plete, four  volumes  in  one.  This 
is  just  about  the  handiest  Bible 
commentary  available. 
Hearty  Recommendations 
"The  greatest  one  volume  com- 
mentary." Sunday  School  Times 
".  .  .  the  best  commentary  on  the 
whole  Bible  I  have  ever  known." 
Dr.   Robert   G.   Lee 

".  .  .  contains  so  great  a  variety 
of  information  that  if  a  man  had 
no  other  exposition  he  would  find 
himself  at  no  great  loss  if  he 
possessed  this  and  used  it  dili- 
gently." Charles  H.  Spurgeon 
1347  large  double-column  pages; 
6%"  X  10";  strong  reinforced 
cloth    binding.  $7.95 

Cruden's   complete   Concordance 

An  index  to  the  key  words  of  the  Bible.  Makes  it  easy  to  find 
desired  Scripture  verses  and  related  Scriptures.  Includes  more  than 
200,000  references  to  both  the  King  James  Version  and  the  Revised 
Version.  Also  includes  an  exclusive  section  on  Scripture  proper  names 
and  foreword  by  Dr.  Walter  L.  Wilson.  All  this  in  one  handy,  con- 
venient  alphabetical   arrangement. 

Definitions  and  articles  written  by  Cruden  have  been  revised  in  ac- 
cord with  present-day  scholarship  and  the  whole  work  has  been  set 
up  in  new,  large,  clear  type,  especially  designed  for  this  volume. 
Any  thought  or  Scripture  verse  in  the  Bible  may  be  quickly  secured  by 
reference    to    this    handy    easily    understood    volume, 

Dwight  L.  Moody  says, 

"Next  to  the  Bible  I  would  advise  you  to  get  Cruden's  Concordance." 
783  large,  double-column  pages.  5%"x8%".  New  clear  type  edition. 
Strong  reinforced  cloth  binding.  $3.50 

Smith's    Bible    Dictionary 

By  William  Smith.  A  thoroughly  revised  and  up-to  date  edition 
of  this  widely  used  Bible  dictionary,  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  best 
and  most  complete  available.  Contains  over  400  illustrations.  818 
pages.  $3.00 

PLEASE  ADD   10%    FOR  POSTAGE 


Faussefs 

Bible   Encyclopaedia 

and   Dictionary 

By  A.  R.  Pausset,  co-author  of 
Jamieson,  Fausset  &  Brown's 
"Commentary  on  the  Whole  Bi- 
ble." A  complete  Bible  Diction- 
ary and  Bible  Encyclopaedia,  all  in 
one  large  volume.  An  invaluable 
tool  for  every  Bible  student, 
preacher,  Sunday  school  teacher 
and  Christian  worker. 

Complete  and  unabridged  edition 
■ — alphabetically  arranged  for 
ready  reference,  indexed  to  help 
you  find  easily  and  quickly  the 
information  you  seek.  The  ma- 
terial included  is  terse,  discern- 
ing and  refreshingly  evangelical. 

Enthusiastic    Comments 

".  .  .  probably  the  best  1  volume 

encyclopedia  ever  prepared  .  .  ." 

Moody  Monthly 

".  .  .  the  most  satisfactory  single 
volume  Bible  encyclopedia  ever 
published."  Dr.   Wilbur  M.  Smith 

Critical,  expository  and  homileti- 
cal;  75  3  large  double-column 
pages;  600  illustrations;  6V2"  x 
9%".  Strong,  reinforced  cloth 
binding.  Only   $5.95 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  From  the  Sarasota  bulletin 
we  note  that  at  a  recent  business  meeting,  the  members 
voted  "to  purchase  a  home,  now  under  construction,  on 
the  corner  of  Tuttle  Ave.  and  Cheryle  St.,  in  Paver  Park 
as  the  new  parsonage  for  our  soon-to-be  resident  pastor." 
It  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  when  the  Lichtenbergers 
arrive  about  September  1st. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  Laymen's  Public  Ser- 
vice was  held  the  evening  of  June  13th,  with  Dr.  Paul 
Haak,  M.D.,  as  guest  speaker. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  A  dedication  service  for 
new  hymn  books  was  held  the  morning  of  May  20th. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Rev.  Rolland 
Reece,  of  the  Niez  EUB  Church  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  Trinity  Brethren  the  evening  of  June  24th. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Guest  Speaker  the  morning 
of  June  24th  was  Coach  Robert  Long,  of  the  faculty  of 
West  Alexandria  High  School. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Jack  McDaniel  was  the  special  speaker 
for  the  Laymen's  Public  Service  on  June  17th,  and  also 
brought  the  message  the  evening  of  June  24th. 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  Brother  William  S.  Crick  reports  an 
attendance  of  33  at  their  recent  Family  Night  held  at  the 
recently  purchased  parsonage. 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  Brother  W.  E.  Thomas 
notes  a  recent  Sunday  School  attendance  of  137. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Rev.  Saunders,  Superintendent  of 
the  Wayside  Mission  brought  the  morning  message  in  the 
Muncie  church  on  June   10th. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Henry 
Bates  notes  that  the  average  attendance  at  their  Mid- 
week Prayer  and  Bible  Study  for  the  year  June,  1955 
through  May  31,  1956,  was  33. 


MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  Three  were  baptized 
and  received  into  the  Church  on  June  19th. 

MULVANE,  KANSAS.  Brother  J.  F.  Burton,  who  has! 
served  the  Mulvane  church  for  the  past  five  years  has  in- 
formed us  that  he  is  closing  his  pastorate  there  this  fall. 
He  writes,  "We  are  closing  our  pastorate  of  the  Mulvane  I 
Brethren  Church,  September  1st,  after  5  years  of  joyous! 
service  for  the  Lord,  and  shall  be  happy  to  consider  a  call ! 
to  another  pastorate."  Brother  Burton's  address  is  618  E. 
Main  St.,  Mulvane,  Kansas.  ' 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  The  W.  M.  S.  conducted  theiri 
public  worship  service  on  June  24th.  Speaker  for  the  houri 
was  Mrs.  John  J.  Arnold,  Retired  missionary  from  Africa. 
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OUR  COYER  PECTURE 

OUR  FRONTIS  this  week  carries  the  picture  of  the 
Young  People's  Choir  of  the  Brethren  Church  ati 
Manteca,  California. 

Brother  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  Pastor,  who  sent  us  the  pictures' 
says,  "On  Mother's  Day  evening,  this  choir  presented  a 
sacred  concert  dedicated  to  'our  mothers.' 

"This  group  is  very  faithful  as  the  Sunday  evening 
choir,  and  always  furnishes  a  special  nximber.  The  Man- 
teca Church  greatly  appreciates  the  accomplishments  oi 
its  Young  People's  Choir." 

PERSONNEL 

Top  Row:  Tenors — Robert  McAlary,  David  Larsen, 
Edwin  Ferguson,  James  Ferguson;  Basses — Larry 
Crom,  Daryl   Stewart,  Paul  Hallett,   Edward  Crom. 

Bottom  Row:  Sopranos — Norma  Jean  Brooks,  Laura 
McAlary,  Donna  Colvin  (not  pictured),  Joyce  Brooks; 
Mrs.  Merle  Johnson,  directress;  Altos — Shirley  John- 
son,   Karen    Larsen,    Evelyn    Behrens,    Nancy   Bianchi. 


(COMING  EVENTS  LISTED  ON  PAGE  6) 


Sixty-Eighth  General  Conference  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  Ashland,  Ohio 


August  13-19,  1956 


JUNE  30,  1956 
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Tke  'Waxj  ^od  Says 


PIE  ACCOUNT  of  Naaman,  his  leprosy  and 
the  prophet  Ehsha,  as  found  in  the  5th  chap- 
ter of  II  Kings,  is  a  good  example  of  the  pre- 
cision by  which  God  operates.  God  has  a  way  to 
do  things,  and  when  we  are  willing,  and  seek  His 
way,  things  always  go  smoother  in  our  lives. 
Though  many  times  we  may  think  our  ways  and 
our  plans  are  best,  we  must  always  remember 
that  God  knows  best. 

In  the  days  of  Elisha,  the  prophet,  in  Israel, 
great  things  were  done  by  the  Lord.  The  curing 
of  Naaman,  the  leper,  is  one  example.  Naaman, 
according  to  the  scripture,  was  a  "great  man" 
with  the  king  of  Syria.  In  fact,  he  was  captain 
of  the  host  of  Syria.  A  pretty  important  man, 
holding  great  power  in  his  hands.  He  was  used 
to  giving  orders  and  having  them  followed  to  the 
very  letter. 

But  there  was  one  thing  about  which  Naaman 
could  do  nothing.  He  was  a  leper.  This  disease 
would  cost  him  all  his  power  and  all  his  great 
position.  *Tf  only  there  was  something  that  could 
be  done  to  cure  this  dread  disease."  But  there 
was  nothing.  That  is,  until  a  small,  Jewish  maid, 
a  servant  of  Naaman's  wife,  who  had  been  taken 
captive  by  the  Syrian  hosts,  spoke  to  her  mis- 
tress. She  said,  "Would  God  my  lord  were  with 
the  prophet  that  is  in  Samaria!  for  he  would  re- 
cover him  of  his  leprosy."  Perhaps  had  the  little 
girl  spoken  directly  to  the  great  Naaman,  she 
would  have  received  no  audience  at  all,  and  he 
would  have  laughed  her  to  scorn.  But,  having 
spoken  to  Naaman's  wife,  she  was  heard,  and  the 
good  woman  was  able  to  prevail  on  the  will  of  her 
husband. 

Arrangements  were  made,  and  Naaman  ap- 
peared at  the  house  of  Elisha,  the  prophet.  He 
appeared  with  his  horses  and  chariot — what  an 
impressive  scene  that  must  have  been.  Without 


doubt,  Naaman  expected  the  prophet  to  tell  him 
to  pay  a  huge  sum  in  silver  or  gold,  or  to  sacri- 
fice a  large  number  of  animals.  Not  so.  Elisha's 
word  was  that  Naaman  was  to  go  to  the  river 
Jordan  and  wash  in  it  seven  times. 

What  a  humiliating  thing  to  do.  The  wrath  of 
Naaman  rose  high.  Here  he  had  made  this  long 
and  difficult  journey  to  the  prophet's  house  only 
to  be  told  tQ  go  and  wash  in  a  dirty  river  seven 
times.  How  difficult  it  is  sometimes  for  us  to 
abide  by  the  will  of  the  Lord,  when  it  means 
burying  our  pride,  or  doing  some  humble  task  in 
his  service.  The  big,  glamorous  jobs,  yes,  but  not 
the  menial,  unheralded  duties.  Yes,  Naaman  was 
wroth ;  he  revolted  and  rebelled — and  he  still  had 
his  leprosy.  He  even  started  to  leave,  saying  that 
in  Syria  they  also  had  rivers  which  were  as  good, 
if  not  better  than  the  Jordan. 

It  is  to  the  benefit  of  Naaman  that  his  ser- 
vants were  able  to  prevail  on  him  to  try  the  treat- 
ment prescribed  by  Elisha.  At  any  rate,  we  note 
that  Naaman  then  did  exactly  as  Elisha  had  told 
him  to  do.  He  went  to  the  river  Jordan.  He 
washed  once,  then  twice,  then  three  times.  The 
anticipated  progressive  cure  was  not  evident. 
Four,  five  and  six  times,  and  the  leprosy  was  still 
there.  We  can't  help  but  wonder  how  many  times 
during  the  washings,  Naaman  started  to  leave  the 
Jordan,  convinced  that  he  was  just  wasting  his 
time.  It  is,  however,  to  his  credit  that  he  dipped 
himself  the  full  seven  times.  Then  the  amazing 
miracle  took  place.  His  flesh  became  like  the  flesh 
of  a  little  child,  "and  he  was  clean." 

Notice  how  God  does  things.  When  we  are  obe- 
dient to  Him,  doing  things  the  way  He  says.  He 
always  works  things  out  for  the  very  best  for 
us.  Let  ue  abide  in  His  will  for  our  lives,  for  we 
know  "that  whosoever  doeth  the  will  of  the  Lord 
abideth  forever."  W.  S.  B. 
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BUILDING 


FOR 

ETERNITY 


Dell  G.  Lemon 


TN    THE    ERECTION    of    a    building,  the  first 

thing  that  we  need  to  do  is  to  fonnulate  our 
plans.  We  need  to  get  the  blue  print  completed, 
and  then  we  need  to  make  the  foundation  on 
which  to  build  the  building.  The  foundation 
should  be  strong  and  secure. 

I  remember  that  one  of  my  old  pastors,  a  man 
that  had,  previous  to  taking  up  the  ministry, 
been  a  contractor  for  the  erection  of  buildings, 
saying,  that  to  have  a  sure  foundation,  it  should 
be  in  the  ground  at  least  one  third  the  height  of 
the  building  to  be  erected  on  it.  It  seems  to  me 
I  have  seen  more  buildings  wrecked  by  the 
foundations  crumbling  or  settling,  than  in  any 
other  way;  unless  it  would  be  old  age  or  decay. 

If  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  good  foundation 
for  a  temporal  building,  how  much  more  is  it  a 
necessity,  that,  in  building  for  eternity,  that  we 
build  on  a  foundation  that  is  sure  and  secure.  A 
foundation  of  One  on  whom  our  anchors  will  hold 
in  the  storms  of  life,  and  when  the  clouds  unfold 
their  wings  of  strife.  With  the  good  foundation, 
our  anchor  will  hold  and  firm  remain. 

We  must  choose  Jesus  to  be  the  indestructable 
Stone;  to  be  the  Foundation  on  which  we  build 
whereby  we  reach  our  Heavenly  home.  We  must 
not  expect,  as  the  ancients  did,  to  build  a  ladder 
whose  top  may  reach  the  heavens.  We  must  build 
one  that  will  hold  fast  to,  and  lift  Christ  up  and 
glorify  His  Holy  Name. 

There  is  a  piece  of  poetry  that  reads: 

"We  build  the  ladder  by  which  we  rise. 
From  the  lowly  earth  to  the  vaulted  skies; 
We  mount  the  summit,  round  by  round." 


The  first  thing  for  us  to  do  is  to  take  Jesus  as 
the  Rock  of  our  Salvation.  The  One  that  some 
builders  refused,  and  as  a  result,  their  buildings 
did  not  survive  the  storms  of  life — "and  great 
was  the  fall  thereof."  There  is  no  other  name 
under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we 
must  be  saved.  (Acts  4:12).  We  must  own  Him 
as  Master  and  King  of  our  lives.  Let  Him  be  the 
Redeemer  of  our  souls.  Let  our  souls  be  trans- 
formed into  living  souls  by  the  New  Birth. 

Let  us  who  claim  to  be  His  disciples,  be  bap- 
tized as  He  taught  the  disciples  in  Matthew 
28:19.  Christ  is  the  One  who  said,  "All  power 
is  given  me  in  heaven  and  earth."  He  also  said 
to  His  disciples,  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all 
nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost: 
teaching  them  to  observe  all  things,  whatsoever 
I  have  commanded  you,  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 

We  remember  Peter,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
when  about  three  thousand  souls  were  saved. 
People,  on  that  day  asked  the  question,  "What 
must  we  do?"  Peter  answered  them  and  said, 
"Repent  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins, 
and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Believers  and  doers  of  the  Word  have  thai 
promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost  for  His  indwelling  of  I 
the  temple  of  the  believer,  namely,  his  body,  i 
This  body  should  be  kept  clean,  a  fit  place  for  the  j 
Holy  Spirit  to  dwell  in.  He  is  the  one  that  leads  j 
us  in  all  righteousness  and  uprightness.  He  is  thej 
revealer  of  the  Scriptures,    its    prophecies    andj 
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teachings.  He  makes  us  marvel  at  the  great  mar- 
velous truths  contained  therein. 

In  building  for  eternity,  we  must  know  that 
Christ  died  and  bore  your  sin  and  mine  to  Cal- 
vary's cross;  also  the  sins  of  the  whole  world, 
past,  present  and  future.  This  Christ  did,  though 
He  Himself  was  the  Son  of  God,  incarnate  in 
human  flesh.  In  His  own  life  He  had,  no-  sin  or 
transgression,  and  on  whom  they  used  false  wit- 
nesses, and  tried  to  prove  guilt,  but  couldn't.  Of 
Him,  Pilate  tried  to  wash  his  hands,  saying,  "I  am 
innocent  of  the  blood  of  this  just  person."  We 
should  note  that  no  man  had  the  power  to  take 
the  life  of  our  Lord;  He  laid  it  down  so  that 
our  poor  lost  souls  could  be  justified  before  God 
as  though  we  also  had  no  sins,  and  so  our  souls 
could  be  presented  to  God  in  His  presence,  as 
though  we  had  no  sin.  He  died  that  we  through 
our  faith  in  Him,  might  claim  the  promise  of  eter- 
nal life,  which  life  is  in  the  Son.  This  is  the  only 
plan  that  puts  us  on  a  clean  slate,  and  which 
places  our  names  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life. 
He  casts  our  sins  as  far  as  the  east  is  from  the 
west;  to  remember  them  against  us  no  more. 

To  further  build  for  eternity,  we  must  believe 
that  Christ  rose  again,  and  that  He  became  the 
first  fruits  of  the  Resurrection.  We  must  also 
believe  that  we,  after  death,  shall  live  again,  as 
He  says. 

Here  are  some  of  the  teachings  of  Christ,  the 
very  Son  of  God.  He  was  born  of  the  virgin 
Mary.  As  Jonah  was  three  days  and  three  nights 
in  the  belly  of  the  whale,  so  shall  the  Son  of 
man  be  three  days  and  nights  in  the  heart  of  the 
earth.  This  was  in  answer  to  certain  of  the 
scribes  who  had  asked  of  Jesus  a  sign.  Jesus 
reminds  them  of  their  nature — an  evil  and  adul- 
terous generation — seeking  after  a  sign,  saying, 
"There  shall  no  sign  be  given  to  it  but  the  sign 
of  the  prophet  Jonas." 

Furthermore,  it  will  be  well  for  us  as  builders 
for  eternity  to  believe  in  the  ascension  of  our 
Saviour:  that  He  ascended  into  heaven.  Before 
doing  so,  we  remember,  that  it  was  said  of  Him 
that  as  ye  have  seen  Him  ascend  into  heaven,  so 
in  like  manner  shall  He  come  again.  Jesus  also 
told  His  disciples,  'T  will  come  again  and  receive 
you  unto  myself,  that  where  I  am  there  ye  may 
be  also."  Paul  likewise  notes  (I  Thess.  4:13-18) : 
"But  I  would  not  have  you  to  be  ignorant, 
brethren,  concerning  them  which  are  asleep,  that 
ye  sorrow  not,  even  as  others  which  have  no 
hope.  For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose 
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again,  even  so  them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus  will 
God  bring  with  him.  For  this  we  say  unto  you 
by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  we  which  are  alive 
and  remain  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  shall 
not  prevent  them  which  are  asleep.  For  the  Lord 
himself  shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout, 
with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the 
trump  of  God:  and  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise 
first:  Then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain  shall 
be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the  clouds, 
to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air:  and  so  shall  we  ever 
be  with  the  Lord.  Wherefore  comfort  one  another 
with  these  words."  We  must  watch  and  pray  and 
keep  looking  for  Him,  entering  not  into  tempta- 
tions, but  being  strengthened  by  resisting  them. 

In  building  for  eternity  we  must  keep  in  mind 
that  man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of 
God.  True  religion  and  undefiled  is  to  visit  the 
widows  and  orphans  in  their  affliction,  and  keep 
ourselves  unspotted  from  the  world. 

It  is  well  that  all  Christians  should  keep  in 
mind  these  verses: 

II  Timothy  2:15:  "Study  to  show  thyself  ap- 
proved unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to 
be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth." 

II  Timothy  3:16,  17:  "All  Scripture  is  given 
by  inspiration  of  God  and  is  profitable  for  doc- 
trine, for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction 
in  righteousness:  That  the  man  of  God  may  be 
thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works." 

Jesus  said  unto  His  disciples:  "Ye  are  the  salt 
of  the  earth ;  if  the  salt  have  lost  his  savour,  it  is 
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good  for  nothing,  but  to  be  cast  out,  and  to  be 
trodden  under  foot  of  men." 

May  we  who  have  claimed  his  Sonship  live 
worthy  enough  to  be  used  for  more  than  just 
carpets  for  men  to  walk  on.  Do  we  say :  Thy  word 
shall  be  a  lamp  unto  my  feet ;  a  light  to  my  path- 
way, alway? 

Brethren,  I  close  my  message  with  these  words, 
which  are  not  my  words,  but  the  words  of  the 
Lord:  He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life;  he  that 
hath  not  the  Son  hath  not  life.  And  we  know 
the  Son  of  God  is  come,  and  hath  given  us  an 
understanding  that  we  know  Him.  We  know  Him 
who  is  truth,  we  are  in  Him  who  is  truth,  even 
in  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  the  true  God, 
and  the  only  way  for  building  for  eternity  and 
eternal  life. 

Portis,  Kansas. 


COMING  EVENTS 


DISTRICT  YOUTH   CONFERENCE   DURING 

PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT   CONFERENCE 

The  Brethren  Youth  Board  of  the  Pennsylvania 
District  has  planned  a  special  Brethren  Youth 
Conference  to  be  held  in  the  Morrellville  Church 
of  the  Brethren  while  the  District !  Conference  is 
in  session  in  Johnstown. 

It  has  been  planned  to  appeal  to  all  young  peo- 
ple of  the  District,  to  provide  inspiration,  fel- 
lowship and  recreation.  Talent  outsidie  the  Dis- 
trict will  provide  the  leadership.  There  will  be 
plenty  of  activity  for  all.  We  hope  that  many  will 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  work  and 


play  with  young  people  from  other  churches  in 
the  District. 

Perhaps  some  churches  who  in  years  past  have 
sent  only  one  or  two  delegates  to  District  Confer- 
ence will  see  fit  to  encourage  their  young  people 
to  attend.  They  might  even  provide  a  little  cash 
to  ;help  pay  their  expenses. 

Ida  Kimmel. 


PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT  W.  M.  S. 
BANQUET  RESERVATIONS 

All  persons  interested  in  attending  this  ban- 
quet please  notice  that  it  will  be  held  THURS- 
DAY evening,  at  5:30  P.  M.  D.  S.  T.  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  corner  of  Spring  Street 
and  Chandler  Ave.,  Johnstown,  Penna. 

All  reservations  must  be  sent  to  Mrs,  Floyd 
Benshoff,  148  Wilson  St.,  Johnstown,  Penna.,  be- 
fore July  15! 

Miriam  M.  Bird. 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT  CAMPERS 

SPECIAL  NOTICE 

Camp  Blackhawk 

July  2-8 

Held  at  Spring  Valley  Bible  Camp 

Muscatine,  Iowa 

Ages  9 — through  High  School 

Fee:  $13.00 

Registration  begins  3:30  P.  M. 

on  July  2 


ATTENTION:  ALL  SISTERHOOD  GIRLS  PLANNING 
ON  ENTERING  ASHLAND  COLLEGE  THIS  FALL 


HURRY  before  it's  too  late!  Applications  for 
the  Sisterhood  Myrtle  Mae  Snyder  scholar- 
ship are  being  taken  now.  If  there  is  a  Sisterhood 
girl  in  your  church  who  will  be  a  freshman  at 
Ashland  College  this  fall  urge  her  to  apply.  She 
should  write  to  Carol  Berkshire,  Teegarden,  In- 
diana, for  information. 
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MISSIONARY    DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY   BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
524    College    Ave.    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone;    39582 


Contributing    Editors:    W.    CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE.   Gen.   St<'j. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER.   Adm.   AMiitiat 


GENERAL  SECRETARY  On  fhe  mend 

TNQUIRIES  and  hopes  for  a  speedy  recovery  from  well- 
wishers  have  been  coming  in  to  the  office  for  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary  who  has  been  in  the  hospital  and  is  now 
at  home  recuperating  from  an  illness  of  several  weeks. 
This  unexpected  sojourn  at  the  hospital  has  postponed 
the  Berkshires'  trip  to  Florida,  but  we  are  hoping  they 
will  still  be  able  to  go.  General  Secretary  Berkshire  is 
recovering  satisfactorily  and  we  hope  he  will  soon  be  back 
into  routine  activity.  A  speedy  recovery  to  you,  W.  C  B. 


SUPPORTE^gG  OUR  M8SSEONARIES 

TF  SOMEONE  were  to  ask  you,  "Do  you  support  our 
foreign  missionaries,"  you  would  doubtless  become  in- 
dignant and  maintain  that  you  "most  certainly  do."  Yet, 
supporting  them  includes  more  than  helping  to  pay  their 
salaries,  transportation,  etc.  It  includes  supporting  their 
spirits,  morale,  or  whatever  you  choose  to  call  that  feel- 
ing of  well-being  and  contentment  so  necessary  to  effec- 
tive work  and  health.  And  what  is  the  best  way  to  do 
that?  By  writing  to  them  regularly,  of  course! 

Just  recently  one  of  our  missionaries  commented,  in  a 
letter  to  the  office,  that  if  our  workers  on  the  foreign 
field  did  not  send  letters  home  any  more  often  than  they 
received  them  from  here,  missionary  news  would  indeed 
be  scarce.  This  same  person  remarked  that  they  get  hun- 
gry for  news  of  activities  at  home — the  personal  things 
not  contained  in  newspapers  and  magazines. 

Another  of  our  foreign  missionaries  confessed  to  me, 
somewhat  disturbed,  that  the  church  which  supports  him 
had  not  written  him  at  any  time  while  he  was  on  the 
field — nor  had  the  pastor. 

Let's  look  at  this  situation!  It's  a  bit  like  sending  our 
children  off  to  school,  paying  all  their  bills  very  relig- 
iously, but  not  writing  them  letters  of  love  and  encour- 
agement, and  expressions  of  satisfaction  in  their  achieve- 
ments. We  would  consider  ourselves  pretty  poor  parents 
to  be  so  negligent.  Then  what  of  the  way  we  treat  our 
missionaries?  They  are  farther  away  than  most  of  our 
children  ever  go.  They  are  doing  work  that  we  can  not 
do  or  are  not  willing  to  do.  They  deserve  everything  we 
can  give  them — especially  proof  of  our  love  and  concern 
for  them. 

If  we  have  been  negligent  in  this  regard,  it  is  very 
likely  only  because  of  carelessness  or  thoughtlessness — 
not  unconcern;  but  let's  begin  immediately  to  remedy  the 
situation!  Every  church — and  even  every  organization 
within  the  church — ought  to  write  each  one  of  our  mis- 
sionaries at  least  once  a  year;  and  if  you  want  to  be 
especially  considerate,  add  this  note  in  your  letters,  "This 
letter  need  not  be  answered  individually."  You  can  see 


the  impossibility  of  our  missionaries'  answering  each  of 
our  letters  individually;  but  you  would  get  much  more 
news  from  the  field  in  our  missionary  columns  of  the 
Evangelist  and  in  letters  to  the  churches;  furthermore 
these  news  items  would  certainly  reflect  the  spirits  of 
happier    missionaries. 

Let's  make  letter-writing  part  of  our  support  to  our 
Christian  ambassadors!  This  should  be  a  "must"  in  our 
missionary  program. 

For  your  convenience,  here  are  the  addresses  of  our 
missionaries:* 

Reverend  &  Mrs.  Robert  Bischof  (now  on  furlough) 
1014  Grant  Street,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Robert  Byler 

Arcos  3099    (Nunez),   Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  South 
America 

Miss  Veda  Liskey 

Waka,  P.  O.  Biu  and  Jos,  Nigeria,  West  Africa 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Shank 

Waka,  P.  O.  Biu  and  Jos,  Nigeria,  West  Africa. 

*  Quite  soon  more  new  missionaries  will  be  going  out. 
We  will  list  them  when  they  go.  These  addresses  are 
listed  also  in  the  Annual  number  of  the  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist, inside  the  back  cover  page. 

nnHDnnnnnanDDnnnnannnnnnnDnnDDnn 
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A  TALE  OF  TWO  GOATS 

(Written  by  Reverend  E.   L.  Miller,  Maurertown, 
Virginia 

THE  MAURERTOWN  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School 
closed  Friday,  June  15.  A  final  program  was  given 
on  Sunday,  June  17.  This  was  a  cooperative  affair,  with 
the  Maurertown  Brethren  and  the  Valley  Pike  Church  of 
the  Brethren  working  together. 

As  has  been  our  custom,  an  offering  is  taken  at  each 
session,  with  the  school  designating  some  mission  project 
to  which  the  offering  is  to  be  applied.  Other  years  it 
always  went  to  some  work  of  the  Brethren  Church;  this 
year,  being  a  joint  affair,  we  looked  for  a  project  of 
mutual  interest  and  found  it  in  Nigeria.  We  asked  the 
Brethren  Service  Center  at  New  Windsor,  Maryland,  for 
help  in  the  matter. 

They  said  the  Nigerian  station  needed  a  goat  or  more. 
We  put  this  suggestion  to  the  group,  and  a  goat  it  was 
to  be.  The  closing  session  offering  took  us  into  the  clear, 
and  they  "got  our  goat." 

But,  wait  a  bit.  On  the  Wednesday  evening  of  the  clos- 
ing week  of  our  school,  the  Maurertown  Sr.  W.  M.   S. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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PROGRAM 

OF  THE 

SIXTY-NrNTH 
PENNSYLVANIA 

DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE 

July    16+h   to    19+h 
Third  Brethren  Church 


Johnstown,    Pennsylvania       ,    ^* 


Conference  Theme:  "To  Serve  the  Present  Age" 

Conference  Text:  "I  must  work  the  works  of  Him  that 
sent  me  while  it  is  yet  day;  the  night  cometh  when  no 
man  can  work."  John  9:4. 

PROGRAM 
Monday    Evening — July    16 

7:45     Song   Service 

Devotions    Rev.    Ralph    Mills 

Special  Music 
8:15     Vice  Moderator's   Address    ....Rev.    Horace    Huse 

Tuesday    Morning — July    17 

8:30     Simultaneous    Sessions: 

Ministerium     Balcony    Room,    Right 

Woman's    Missionary    Society    Sanctuary 

Laymen's    Organization.  .Basement    Auditorium 
Sisterhood   of  Mary   and   Martha 

Church  of  the  Brethren 
Boys'    Brotherhood    .  .Church    of    the    Brethren 

9:30     Devotions     Lavelle    Horner 

Address    of   Welcome    Floyd    Benshof f 

Response    for    Ministerial    Delegates 

Rev.    David    Rambsel 
Respon.se  for  Lay  Delegates    .  .  Charles   Moredock 
10:00     Moderator's    Address     ..Rev.    Lyle    Lichtenberger 
10:40     Special    Music 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 
Election  of   Committee  on  Committees 


11:15     Bible    Study Rev.    J.    Ray    Klingensmith 

12:00     Noon    Adjournment 

Tuesday   Afternoon 

1 :30     Song    Service 

Prayer     George    A.    Leidy 

1:40     District  Mission  Board   Session 

Church    Extension    Rev.    Ralph   Mills 

Mission   Church   Support    .  .Harry   L.   Berkshire 
2:10     General    Mission   Board    Session 

Rev.  W.  C.  Berkshire 
2:40  Ashland  College  Session.  ..  .Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton 
3:00     Publication    Board    Session 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Hoffman 

Tuesday    Evening 

7:30     Song  Service 

Devotions    Rev.  W.  B.  Brant 

Special    Music 
8:00     Message:    "Time    Considered    and    Improved" 

Rev.    Cecil  Bolton 


CONFERENCE  OFFICERS 

Moderator    Lyle    Lichtenberger 

Vice    Moderator    Horace    Huse 

Secretary    Mrs.    Elmer    M.    Keck 

Assistant   Secretary    Mrs.   Cecil   Bolton,  Jr. 

Treasurer     John    H.    Glessner  i 

Statistician     Ida    Kimmel  j 

Conference  Guest  Speaker  ....  Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith  ; 
Pastor    Washington,   D.    C.    Brethren   Church  i 

Conference    Music    Director    Mrs.    Merle    Stutzman 
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Wednesday   Morning — July    18 


DUES 


:30     Simultaneous    Sessions  -j^^    Delegate    Fee   shall    be    one    dollar   for   each    Lay 

Group   Listings    under   Tuesday  Delegate.  Each  congregation  shall  pay  annually  to  Con- 

:30     bong   Service  ference    the    full    amount    of    dues    for    the    delegates    to 

Devotions Leroy    Boyer  ^j^-^j^    j^    -^    entitled,    whether    attending   Conference    or 

Business  Session  j^p^_    Payment    of   these    dues    is   a     prerequisite     to     the 

Minutes  of  the  Secretary  congregation's    membership    in    this    Conference.    Creden- 

Eeport  of  Committees  ^-^^Ig   ^-U  ^^^^    ^^   accepted  from   churches   failing   to    fill 

Credential   Committee  ^^^   ^^^   ^^^^^.^  statistical   blanks. 
Committee  on  Committees, 

Report    and    Election  «„..^„._„,,^._„,_„__„^.o,_„^„.^„.^„._„,^„«^.^^,.,»„.^««»„.. 
Ministerial  Examining  Board 

Ashland  College  Trustees  Thursday  Afternoon 
Sunday   School   Board 

Brethren  Youth  Board  1:30     Song  Service 

Brethren  Training  Camp  Committees  Prayer Mrs.  Horace  Huse 

District  Mission  Board  1:40     Laymen's   Session 

Other  Committees  Edmund  Rowland,  Guest  Speaker 

:15     Song  Service  2:00     Panel  Discussion    Ministerial  Association 

Bible  Study    Rev.  J.   Ray  Klingensmith  "Christian  Stewardship  and  Church  Finance" 

:00     Noon  Adjournment — Sisterhood  Luncheon  2:45     Woman's   Missionary    Society   Public   Service 

5:30     Woman's   Missionary   Society    Banquet 

Wednesday  Afternoon  Church   of  the    Brethren 

:30     Song  Service  ^^^  '^^'^  ^^^  Bischof,  Guest  Speakers 

Prayer    Mrs.   Walter  C.    Wertz  n^,         ,        x^       . 

,n     T^     i.         1  T>  1  i.-          A  jj  Ihursday    Evening 
:40     fraternal  Relations  Address 

Rev.  D.  Alfred  Replogle  7:30     Song  Service 

Pastor,  Roxbury  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Devotions Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman 

Johnstovm  Installation  of  1956-57  Conference  Officers 

:00     District  Sunday  School  Board  Session  Special   Music 

:20     National  Sunday   School   Association  Session  8:00     Message    Rev.   Robert   Bischof 

Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz 

:40     District  Brethren  Youth  Board  Session 

Recognition  of  Youth  Organizations 

:30     Brethren  Youth  Banquet — Church  of  the  Brethren 


^^fl^ 


Wednesday  Evening — Youth  Worship  Service 

Song  Service    Bill  Dively,  Song  Leader 

Devotions    ....  1956-57   Brethren   Youth   President 
Play:   "For  This   Cause" 

Johnstown  Third    Brethren   Youth 

Message Rev.  Earle  Fike 

Pastor,  Meyersdale  Church  of  the  Brethren 
Camp  Juniata  Round-up.  .Walter  Wertz  in  charge 

Thursday  Morning — July    19 

Simultaneous    Sessions 

Listing  under  Tuesday  Morning 
Song  Service 

Devotions   Rev.  W.  D.  Keeling 

Business  Session 

Minutes  of  the   Secretary 
Reports  of  Committees 
Credential    Committee 
Resolutions  Committee 
Auditing  Committee 
Committee  on  Moderator's  Address 
Election  of  1956-57  Conference  Officers 
Unfinished    Business 
New  Business 

Final  Reading  of  the  Minutes 
Song  Service 

Bible  Study   Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith 

Noon   Adjournment 


WOMAN'S   MISSIONARY   SOCIETY   PROGRAM 

Theme:  "Serving  the  Lord — Let  God  Speak  Through  Me" 

Theme  Hymn:  "In  the  Service  of  the  King" 

Pianists    Mrs.  John   Golby,   Mrs.   Charles   Dysert 

Song  Leader  Mrs.  Floyd  Benshof f 

Tuesday   Morning— 8:30 

Prelude    Johnstown  Third  W.   M.   S. 

Theme  Hymn    "In  the   Service  of  the  King" 

Devotions    Berlin  Sr.  W.  M.  S. 

Talk:  "God  Speaks  Through  S.   S.  Camp  Work" 

Mrs.  Walter  Wertz 

Special    Music    Johnstown    Second    W.    M.   S. 

Business:   Report  of  Secretary-Treasurer 

Report  of  President 
W.  M.  S.  Benediction 

Wednesday    Morning — 8:30 

Prelude   Johnstown  Third  W.  M.  S. 

Theme  Hymn    "In  the   Service  of  the  King" 

Special   Music    Pleasant  View  W.   M.   S. 

Business    Election  of  Officers 

Roll  Call  of  Societies 
Offering   for   District   Project: 

Gift  toward  the  Chapel  at  Waka 
Hymn  and  W.  M.  S.  Benediction 

(Program  Continued  in  Next  Page) 
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Thursday  Morning— 8:30 

Prelude    Johnstown  Third  W.  M.   S. 

Theme  Hymn    "In  the   Service  of  the  King" 

Devotions    Masontown  W.  M.   S. 

Special  Music    Vinco  W.  M.  S.,  Group  I 

Talk:  "God  Speaks  Through  the  Public  School  Teacher" 

Mrs.  Elmer  Keck 

Special  Music   Wayne  Heights  W.  M.  S. 

Business.  ..  .Report  of  President,  Reports  of  Committees 
Hymn  and  W.  M.  S.  Benediction 

Thursday  Afternoon — 2 :50 

Organ-Piano  Prelude    Johnstown  Third  W.  M.  S. 

Memorial  Service    Johnstown  Second  W.  M.   S. 

Installation  of  W.  M.  S.  and  S.  M.  M.  Officers 

Offering  for  General  Treasure 

Closing  Prayer   Brush   Valley   W.   M.   S. 

Thursday   Evening — 5:30 
W.  M.   S.   Banquet — Church  of  the   Brethren,  Spring  St. 

at  Chandler  Ave. 

Guest   Speakers:    Bob   and   Bea   Bischof,   Missionaries   on 

furlough   from    Nigeria 

LAYMEN'S  PROGRAM 
Theme:  "Come  Out  and  Meet  the  Brethren" 

Text:  "Blessed  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the 
counsel  of  the  ungodly,  nor  standeth  in  the  way  of  sin- 
ners, nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful."  Psalm  1:1. 

Tuesday   Morning — 8:30 
Call  to  Worship 

Hymn   "0  Master,  Let  Me  Walk  with  Thee" 

Devotions   Berlin   Laymen 

Topic:  "In  Evangelism" Joseph  J.  Rehn,  Speaker 

Business    John  Golby  presiding 

Benediction 

Wednesday   Morning — 8 :30 
Call  to  Worship 

Hymn    "Am  I  a  Soldier  of  the  Cross?" 

Devotions    Vinco    Laymen 

Topic:  "In  Revival" Jesse  B.  Hileman,  Speaker 

Business Election  of  Officers 

Benediction 

Thursday  Morning— 8:30 
Call  to  Worship 

Hymn    "Stand   Up  For   Jesus" 

Devotions    Johnstown    Second    Laymen 

Topic   Speaker  to  be  supplied 

Business 

Hymn    "Follow   the   Gleam" 

Benediction 

Thursday  Afternoon — 1 :40 
Call  to  Worship 

Hymn "Are  Ye  Able,  Said  the  Master?" 

Devotions    Jones    Mills    Laymen 

Guest  Speaker   Edmund  Rowland 

Hymn    "As  a    Volunteer" 

Benediction 

MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIATION  PROGRAM 

Tuesday   Morning — 8:30 

Devotions   Rev.  Elmer  Keck 

Inspirational  Message   Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith 


Wednesday  Morning — 8:30 

Devotions    Rev.    David    Rambsel' 

Inspirational  Message   Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith  i 

Thursday  Morning — 8:30  ! 

Devotions    Rev.  Paul   Naff  | 

Inspirational  Message   Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith;} 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  CONFERENCE 

Monday  Evening — July  16 

7:45     Combined  Worship  Service 

Rev.   Horace  Huse,   Speaker! 
Tuesday   Morning — July    17 
8:30     Simultaneous  Youth  Sessions 

Church  of  the  Brethren 

9:30     Singspiration  Phil  and  Jeanne  Lersch 

10:00     "The  Glory  of  Service"   ..Phil  and  Jeanne  Lersch! 
10:30     "The  Glory  of  Service  in  Africa" 

Bob  and  Bea  Bischof 
11:15     Bible  Lectui'e  to  Combined  Conferences 

Rev.  J.  Ray!  Klingensmith 
Tuesday   Afternoon  i 

2:00     Recreation: 

Hike  to  Johnstown  TV  Tower;   Refreshments! 

Tuesday   Evening 

7:30     Combined    Worship    Service 

Rev.   Cecil   Bolton,   Speaker 
9:00     Camp  Fire  at  the  Howards  in  Armagh 

Wednesday    Morning — July    18 

8:30     Simultaneous    Youth    Sessions 

Church  of  the  Brethren 

9 :30     Singspiration Phil  and  Jeanne  Lersch 

10:00     Business  Session  Phil  Lersch  in  charge- 
Election   of    Officers 

Discussion  of  National  Youth  Work  and  Project 
11:15     Bible  Lecture  to  Combined  Conferences 

Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith 
12:00     Sisterhood  Luncheon  for  all  Girls  and  Patronesses 

Wednesday    Afternoon 

1:30     Planned  Recreation  in  Church  of  the   Brethren 
2:40     Brethren  Youth  Board  Session  in  District  Confer-i 

ence  Program 

Recognition  of  Youth   Organizations 
5 :30     Brethren  Youth  Banquet  .  .  Church  of  the  Brethrei 

Wednesday  Evening 

7:30     Brethren  Youth  in  charge  of    Combined    Worshi] 
Sei-vice 

Song  Service Bill  Dively,  Song  Leado 

Devotions 1956-57  Brethren  Youth  Presidem 

Play:  "For  This  Cause" 

Johnstown  Third  Brethren  Youtl; 

8:00     Message Rev.  Earle  Fik 

Pastor,  Meyersdale  Church  of  the  Brethren 
9 :00     Camp  Juniata  Round-up  .  .  Walter  Wertz  in  chargi 

Thursday  Morning — July  19 

8:30     Simultaneous  Youth  Sessions 

Church  of  the  Brethrei  I 

9:30     Singspiration Phil  and  Jeanne  Lersclj 

10:00     Talk  on  Evangelism Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmitl ! 

10:30     "The  Joy  of  Service"   ..The  Lerschs  and  Bischof 
11:15     Bible  Lecture  to  Combined  Conferences 

Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmitl 


] 
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Thursday  Afternoon 

2:00     Recreation:  Swimming  Party 

2:45     Installation  of  Sisterhood    Officers    in    W.    M.    S. 
Public  Service 

Thursday  Evening 
7:30     Combined  Worship  Service 

Rev.  Robert  Bischof,  Speaker 

SISTERHOOD   OF   MARY   AND    MARTHA   PROGRAM 

Thenxe:  "After  Fifty  Years,  What?" 

Tuesday   Morning — 8:30 

Opening  Hymn 

Devotions    Wayne  Heights  S.  M.  M. 

Special  Music Berlin  Sr.  S.  M.  M. 

Inspirational  Talk  Mrs.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith 

Closing  Hymn 

Business 

Benediction 

Wednesday  Morning — 8:30 
Opening  Hymn 

Devotions    Berlin  Jr.   S.  M.  M. 

Special  Music   Vinco  Sr.  S.  M.  M. 

Inspirational  Talk Mrs.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith 

Closing  Hymn 

Business   Election  of  Officers 

Benediction 

Wednesday  Noon — Sisterhood  Luncheon 
Guest  Speaker   Mrs,  Robert  Bischof 

Thursday  Morning — 8:30 

Opening  Hymn 

Devotions Brush  Valley  S.  M.  M. 

Special  Music   Pittsburgh  S.  M.  M. 

Inspirational  Talk Mrs.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith 

Closing  Hymn 

Business 

Benediction 

BOYS'  BROTHERHOOD  PROGRAM 

Theme:  "Stewards  of  Christ" 

Tuesday   Morning — 8:30 

Devotions    Johnstown  Third  Brotherhood 

Topic:  "Stewards  of  Time" Berlin  Brotherhood 

Wednesday  Morning — 8:30 

Devotions    Vinco    Brotherhood 

Topic:  "Stewards  of  Talents" . Wayne  Heights  Brotherhood 

Thursday  Morning — 8:30 

Devotions    Masontown    Brotherhood 

Topic:  "Stewards  of  Treasure".  .Meyersdale  Brotherhood 
Election  of  Officers 

OFFICERS   OF   AUXILIARY   ORGANIZATIONS 

Woman's   Missionary    Society 

President    Miss  Miriam   Bird 

Vice  President    Mrs.   George  A.   Leidy 

Secretary-Treasurer    Mrs.    Ruth    Barkhymer 

Laymen's   Organization 
President John  Golby 


Vice    President    Charles    Moredock 

Secretary    Robert   Blough 

Treasurer John  H.  Glessner 

Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha 

President    Ada   Belle   Hornig 

Vice  President Nadine  Golby 

Secretary-Treasurer    Betty    Meyers 

Asst.  Secretary-Treasurer   Grace  Keck 

Patroness   Mrs.  Charles  Chepes 

Asst.  Patroness   Margaret  Rorabaugh 

Boys'    Brotherhood 

President    Kenneth    Ohler 

Vice  President   Robert  C.  Blough 

Secretary    Nelson    Hess 

Asst.   Secretary    Wayne   Bridegum 

Treasurer    Eugene    Swindell 

Ministerial   Association 

President  Rev.  Elmer  M.  Keck 

Vice   President    Rev.   Lyle   Lichtenberger 

Secretary-Treasurer Rev.  Horace  Huse 

BOARDS   AND   COMMITTEES 

Executive  Committee 

Lyle   Lichtenberger,  Horace   Huse,  E.   M.   Riddle,  Lavelle 
Homer,   Leroy  Boyer 

Credential  Committee 
Horace  Huse,  George  J.  King,  Judson  Faust 

Rules  and  Organization  Committee 
1956— Elmer  M.  Keck;  1957— William  D.  Keeling;  1958— 
Floyd  S.  Benshoff 

Ministerial  Examining  Board 
1956— Horace  Huse;    1957— N.     V.     Leatherman;     1958— 
W.  B.  Brant 

District    Mission   Board 
1956— Harry   L.    Berkshire,    Floyd    S.    Benshoff;     1957— 
George  A.  Leidy,  Ralph  E.  Mills;   1958— John  Gol- 
by, Fred  W.  Brant 

District  Sunday  School  Board 
1956— Walter  C.  Wertz;  1957— Geneva  Altfather;   1958— 
Ralph   Mills;     1959— W.     B.    Brant;    1960— Lucetta 
Hibbs 

District  Brethren  Youth  Board 
1956 — Charles  Berkshire,  Lyle  Lichtenberger;  1957 — W.  B. 
Brant,     Ida     Kimmel;     Members     at     Large — Mrs. 
Charles  Chepes,  Joe  Glessner 

Boys'  Brotherhood  Board 

1956 — Charles     Berkshire;      1957 — Horace     Huse,     Jacob 

Mackall;   1958— Fred  W.   Brant,  Robert  N.   Blough 

Brethren  Training  Center  Committee 

Site:   Fred  Brant,  Walter  Wertz,  Floyd  Hibbs 

Finance:  Harry  L.  Berkshire,  John  Golby,  J.  G.  Harkcom 

Resolutions    Committee 
Mrs.   Leona   Wallace,  Vera   Laughlin,  John   Blocher 

Auditing  Committee 
1956— Floyd      Hibbs;      1957— Ida      Kimmel;      1958— Mrs. 
George  A.  Leidy 

Committee  on  Moderator's  Address 
Paul  Naff,   Catherine   Benshoff,   Mrs.   Cecil  Bolton,  Jr. 

Ashland  College  Trustees 
1957— John  A.  Rishel;   1958— Floyd  Benshoff:   1959—? 

General  Conference   Executive   Committee 
Cecil  Bolton,  Jr.,  B.  F.  Buzzard 
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Vrayer  ffleeting 
Studies 

IBy  (3.  T.  Qilmer 


THE  TIME  IS  BRIEF 

Because   the   longest  life  is   brief, 
I  must  be  swift  in  keeping 
The  little  trysts  with  kindliness 
Before    the    last    long    sleeping. 

I  must  be  swift  in  reaching  out 
To  those  whose  hearts  are  yearning; 
Oh,  swift  indeed  to  love  them  much 
Before  the  road's  last  turning. 

I  must  be  quick  to  give  the  days 
My  earnest,  wise  endeavor. 
Some  day  I  know  a  door  will  close, 
And  shut  me  in  forever. 

Before  that  great,  strange  silence  falls, 
I  surely  must  be  saying 
The  words  that  I  have  failed  to  say — 
The  prayei's  I  should  be  praying. 

— Grace    Noll    Crowell. 

"FOR  WHAT  IS  YOUR  LIFE"  (James  4:14)?  The 
Bible  is  a  Book  of  pointed  questions,  such  as,  "Where 
,art  thou"  (Gen.  3:9)?  "Where  is  .  .  .  thy  brother"  (Gen. 
4:9)?  "Is  not  the  land  before  thee"  (Gen.  13:8,  9)? 
"What  is  thy  name"  (Gen.  32:27)?  "What  is  that  in 
thine  hand"  (Exodus  4:2)  ?  "Have  not  I  commanded  thee 
(Joshua  1:9)?  God  asked  these  questions,  and  even 
asked  one  question  of  Himself  (Gen.  18:17,  18). 

Other  sermonic  questions  stated  by  various  individ- 
uals are:  Judges  5:16;  6:15,  16;  I  Sam.  12:3;  2  Sam.  3: 
33;  I  Kings  18:21;  Neh.  2:2;  Job  1:8,  9);  Matt.  2:2; 
27:22;  26:21,  22;  Mark  16:1,  3;  Acts  16:30.  These  are  all 
heart    searching    questions. 

People  may  have  doubts  and  disputations  about  many 
things  (Acts  28:24,  25;  17:2-5;  John  12:28,  29).  And  some 
may  have  faulty  agreements  (Isaiah  28:18;  John  9:22; 
Acts  5:9).  There  is  a  marvelous  agreement  in  the  Holy 
Trinity  (1  John  5:7,  8).  There  is  an  agreement  among 
the  righteous   (Matt.  18:19). 

But  we  will  all  have  to  agree  with  Job  that  life  is 
SHORT  (Job  9:25,  26);  with  Moses  that  life  "is  soon 
cut  off"  (Psalm  90:9,  10);  with  David  that  our  days  are 
as  a  hand's  breadth  (Psalm  39:5,  6);  with  Hezekiah 
that  sickness  impairs  our  vitality  (Isaiah  38:12);  with 
Isaiah  that  all  flesh  passes  away  as  surely  as  does  the 
grass  of  the  field  (Isaiah  40:6,  7). 

In  lieu  of  the  uncertainty,  the  brevity  of  life,  what  are 
we  to  do  (Eccles.  9:10)  ?  "DON'T  WAIT  FOR  TOMOR- 
ROW!" 

"He  was  going  to  be  all  that  a  mortal  could  be 

Tomorrow. 
No  one  should  be  kinder  or  braver  than  he 

Tomorrow. 


A   friend   who   was   troubled   and   weary  he   knew 

Who'd  be  glad  of  a  lift — and  who  needed  it,  too;  I 
On  him  he  would  call  and  see  what  he  could  do 

Tomorrow.  j 

■j 
"Each    morning  he    stacked    up    the     letters     he'd     writ^l 

Tomorrow.  ! 

And  thought  of  the  folk  he  would  fill  with  delight  ] 

Tomorrow. 
It  was  too  bad,  indeed,  he  was  busy  today, 

And  hadn't  a  minute  to   stop   on  his  way;  I 

'More  time  I  will  have  to  give  others,'  he'd  say,  j 

'Tomorrow.'  i 

"The  greatest  of  workers  this  man  would  have  been 

Tomorrow. 
The   world   would   have  known   him  had   he   ever   seen 

Tomorrow. 
But  the   fact   is,   he   died   and   he   faded   from   view. 
And  all  that  he  left  here,  when  living  was  through. 
Was  a  mountain  of  things  he  intended  to  do 

Tomorrow!" 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson   for  July   8,    1956 

JESUS  IS  THE  SON  OF  GOD 

Lesson:  Hebrews  1:1-3;  2:1-4;  6:1-3 

"GOD  .  .  .  HATH  .  .  .  SPOKEN  unto  us!"  So  says  th: 
writer  of  Hebrews  (1:1).  No  more  wonderful  word! 
could  be  heard  than  these!  Those  who  are  Deists  pair! 
a  grotesque  picture  of  God  as  one  who  created  man  an  i 
then  left  him  to  his  own  devices.  This  is  not  so!  Go^j 
has  revealed  Himself  to  mankind.  He  makes  known  Hi^ 
will  to  them. 

If  it  be  true  that  "God  .  .  hath  .  .  .  spoken  unto  us,  { 
in  what  manner  and  at  what  time  hath  He  done  so?  "I 
many  and  various  ways  God  spake  of  old  to  our  father 
by  the  prophets"  (Heb.  1:1— R.  S.  V.)  Repeatedly,  i 
the  Old  Testament,  the  authoritative  voice  of  God  i 
heard  as  He  speaks  to  man:  "Thus  saith  the  Lord." 

How  privileged  the  Children  of  Israel  were  to  hav 
had  in  their  midst  such  outstanding  prophets  as  Isaial 
Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  Zechariah,  etc.  These  men  were  God'j 
representatives  to  man.  The  lives  of  the  people  werl 
blessed  by  the  presence  of  God's  prophets,  for  througii 
them  God  made  known  His  will  to  His  people.  | 

This  is  not,  however,  the  only  way  in  which  God  ha 
spoken  to  man.  God  had  a  more  personal  way  in  whic 
to  reveal  Himself  to  His  people.  "But  in  these  last  day 
He  has  spoken  to  us  by  a  Son,  whom  He  appointed  th 
heir  of  all  things,  through  whom  also  He  created  tb 
world"  (vs.  2— R.  S.  V.). 

With  these  words  the  writer  of  Hebrews  introducf 
Jesus   Christ  as   the   only  begotten  Son  of  God.   Notic 
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what  he   says   of  Christ — that  which   cannot  be   said  of 
any  other  person: 

1.  He  is  the  lawful  owner  of  everything — "Heir  of  all 
things"  (vs.  2). 

2.  He  is  the  Creator  of  the  universe — "By  whom  also  He 
made  the  worlds"  (vs.  2). 

3.  He  is  the  reflection  of  God's  Glory  "Who  being  the 
brightness  of  His   (God's)   glory"   (v.  3). 

4.  He  perfectly  represents  God  the  Father — "Who  being 
the  .  .  .  express  image  of  His  (God's)  person"  (vs.  3). 

5.  He  upholds  the  universe  by  His  mighty  word — "Who 
.  .  .  upholding  all  things  by  the  word  of  His  power" 
(vs.  3). 

6.  He  alone  is  able  to  purge  man  from  his  sins — "He 
.  .  .  himself  purged  our  sins"   (vs.  3). 

7.  He  has  the  prerogative  of  sitting  at  the  right  hand 
of  God  the  Father — "He  .  .  .  sat  down  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high"   (vs.  3). 

The  right  concept  of  Jesus  Christ — the  firm  belief  that 
He  is  the  Divine  Son  of  God — is  vital  to  Christian  expe- 
rience. This  is  why  the  writer  of  Hebrews,  after  so  forci- 
bly presenting  Jesus  as  God's  Son,  gives  this  solemn 
warning:  "Therefore  we  ought  to  give  the  more  earnest 
hieed  ta  the  things  whichi  we  have  heard  .  .  .  For*  .  .  .  how 
shall  we  escape,  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation"  (2:1,  3). 

If  the  truth  of  the  Deityl  of  Jesus  Christ  is  neglected, 
and  the  truth  that  He  died  for  the  sins  of  mankind  is  not 
smbraced,  then  indeed  there  is  no  possible  escape  for  us! 
"For,"  Jesus  says,  "if  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  He,  ye 
shall  die  in  your  sins"  (John  8:24). 

"Jesus  the  Savior  is  more  than  a  man, 

This  wonderful   Savior  of  mine; 
He  has  accomplished  what  no  one  else  can, 

I  know  that   He   is   divine! 

I  know  that  He  is  divine. 

This   wonderful    Savior  of  mine; 
Dying  to  save  me.  Salvation  He  gave  me — 

I   know  that  He  is  divine." 

— Haldor  Lillenas. 


NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth   Director 


"I  ONCE  HEARD  somebody  say  that  you  can't  tell 
whether  a  parent  has  been  a  success  or  a  failure  until 
you  find  out  what  happens  to  the  grandchildren." — 
Richard  L.  Strout.  Here  is  a  challenge  to  today's  par- 
ents that  cannot  be  overlooked  or  slighted.  Mr.  Strout 
is  telling  us  that  we  cannot  live  our  lives  unto  ourselves. 
There  is  a  child,  or  grandchild,  or  nephew,  or  niece  that 
is  depending  upon  you  for  interest,  leadership,  and 
spiritual  guidance  so  that  his  life  might  be  of  the  utmost 
usefulness  and  value  when  he  becomes  mature  and  is 
called  upon  to  lead  others. 


What  you  are  today  is  a  direct  reflection,  in  most 
cases,  upon  the  lives  of  your  parents  and  grandparents 
and  their  devotion  in  seeing  that  you  were  taught  the 
ways  of  the  Lord.  If  they  were  insincere  and  unconcerned, 
you  have  had  an  uphill  battle  in  living  your  life  as  God 
would  have  you  live  it.  You  have  probably  received  help 
from  someone  else  if  it  was  lacking  in  the  homelife  of 
your  youth. 

So  much  for  the  past.  Take  a  moment  to  look  at  the 
future.  Just  as  you  are  the  leaders  of  the  Brethren 
Church  today,  your  children  will  be  leading  tomorrow. 
They  will  fill  your  shoes  right  in  the  same  place  you  put 
them  down  today.  If  you  are  walking  and  working  in 
the  interest  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  Church,  that  is 
where  your  Brethren  Youth  will  walk.  But  if  you  choose 
to  dwell  outside,  that  is  where  your  descendants  will 
abide.  You  may  push  your  chest  out  and  boast  of  the 
successful  life  that  you  call  your  own,  but  the  next  time 
you  exhale,  which  will  bring  deflation,  ask  yourself, 
"What  am  I  doing  to  train  up  my  child  inj  the  way  he 
should  go?"  You  won't  know  the  answer  until  your 
grandchild  grows  up  and  then  you  might  wish  you  had 
done  more  with  Brotherhood,  Sisterhood,  Brethren  Youth 
Crusaders   and   Brethren   young   people   everywhere. 

INDIANA   CONFERENCE 

Two  days  spent  at  the  Indiana  Conference  acquainted 
your  youth  director  with  many  of  those  Brethren  and 
offered  visiting  time  with  old  friends  in  that  disti'ict. 
An  evening  campfire,  a  brotherhood  session,  and  an  In- 
diana Brethren  Youth  Rally  provided  opportunity  for 
learning  to  know  these  young  people  and  for  bringing 
greetings  from  the  national  office.  It  is  good  to  see  and 
worship  with  the  people  for  whom  my  job  as  director  is 
established. 

Virgil  Meyer,  pi-esident  of  the  National  Youth  Board, 
gave  a  whole  morning  to  orient  me  further  in  my  new 
work  and  to  discuss  future  plans  of  Brethren  Youth. 
On  a  cottage  porch  along  Lake  Shipshewana  we  mapped 
out  where  Brethren  Youth  is  going.  Two  brains  working 
together  accomplishes  more  than  a  solo  effort  especially 
when  the  one  is  familiar  with  the  policies  and  objectives 
of  the  organization.  The  district  conference,  the  counsel- 
ing, plus  wonderful  hospitality  shown  by  the  New  Paris 
pastor  and  his  wife  made  the  trip  truly  enjoyable. 

NATIONAL  CONFERENCE 

The  biggest  week  in  the  Brethren  Youth  calendar 
approaches  quickly.  We  can  look  forward  eagerly  to 
great  inspiration  during  this  week — August  13  through 
19.  Our  own  denomination  offers  many  men  of  no  mean 
stature  both  physically  and  spiritually.  One  of  these  is 
the  conference  youth  speaker.  Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal, 
professor  of  speech  at  Wooster  College  and  an  important 
member  of  the  Smithville  Brethren  Church,  will  chal- 
lenge the  young  people  every  day  with  chapel  and  ves- 
per messages.  This  man  not  only  has  something  to  say. 
He  knows  how  to  say  it  in  a  way  that  is  easy  to  listen 
to.  You  won't  want  to  miss  hearing  him. 

A  little  time  yet  remains  for  working  toward  the 
national  project.  This  year  Brethren  Youth  has  a  chance 
to  help  with  its  own  program.  The  goal  is  $6500  for  the 
national  youth  work.  You  all  know  of  the  money  that 
must  go  into  the  running  of  an  organization  on  a  national 
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scale.  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  young  people  to 
show  that  they  are  sold  on  their  own  program.  Don't  let 
your  young  people  miss  this  opportunity.  It  is  good  for 
them  to  share  the  load.  They  will  then  appreciate  their 
organization  more. 

Brethren  Youth  this  year  is  striving  more  for  a  feel- 
ing of  unity  and  responsibility  to  the  home  churches 
among  those  who  attend  National  Conference.  To  accom- 
plish this  purpose  the  national  board  has  required  all 
young  people  to  present  credentials  for  registration. 
These  credentials  must  be  signed  by  their  pastor,  a  dea- 
can,  and  their  youth  advisor.  There  is  no  limit  to  the 
number  of  delegates  each  chux'ch  may  send.  All  pastors 
will  be  receiving  the  credentials  and  instructions  in  the 
near  future. 

CRUSADERS  ARE  STILL  ON  JOB 

Good  reports  are  coming  in  about  the  Bible  School  work 
of  Carol  Berkshire,  Carol  Johnson  and  Betty  Meyers  in 
Goshen,  Indiana  from  June  11-24.  Carol  Berkshire  and 
Carol  Johnson  traveled  from  Goshen  to  Newark,  Ohio 
and  are  conducting  a  school  there  from  June  25  to  July 
8.  Betty  Meyers  went  back  to  Pennsylvania  to  serve  as 
a  counsellor  at  Camp  Juniata.  Joann  Rummell,  Susan 
Miller,  and  Bonnie  Swihart  have  been  working  at  Lost 
Creek  from  June  18  to  30.  Beverly  Summy  from  Warsaw 
will  join  them  as  they  move  to  Krypton  for  two  weeks 
of  work  and  Bible  School  from  June  30  to  July  15.  Teach- 
ing youngsters  is  a  challenge  and  blessing  to  all  who 
find  time  to  Crusade. 

DIRECTOR'S  TRAVELS 

June  24,  25  Camp  Juniata 

June  26  Camp    Zion 

June  27-30  Ashland   in  home  office 

July     1  Bryan,   Ohio — Missionary   Public   Service 

July  2-9  Camp  Blackhawk,  Muscatine,  Iowa 

MORE  BRETHREN  KNOW  ABOUT  THE  FISH  BOWL 
EVERY  WEEK 


MISSIONARY  DEPARTMENT 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

met,  and  hearing  of  the  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  pro- 
ject, they  matched  it,  and  a  second  goat  will  be  on  the 
way  soon.  They  "got  our  two  goats." 

Once  more,  at  the  closing  session  of  the  school  it  was 
suggested  that  we  give  our  goat  a  name — this  carried 
unanimously.  Since  both  of  our  churches  are  located  in 
Shenandoah  County  and  in  the  beautiful  Shenandoah 
Valley,  also  along  the  gracefully  meandering  Shenandoah 
River,  the  suggestion  was  made  that  we  request  it  (the 
goat)  be  named  Shenandoah  Nanny.  So  a  request  is  being 
sent  with  our  check  that  Mrs.  Goat  be  so  tagged.  (By 
the  way,  both  checks  are  on  the  way  to  New  Windsor) ; 
so — we  say,  Happy  Milking,  you  Nigerians!  Lots  of  pure 
and  safe  milk  for  all  hands. 

The  Maurertown — Valley  Pike   Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School  Per  E.  L.  M. 
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KECK-GRIPPO.  Miss  Grace  Keck,  daughter  of  Elder 
and  Mrs.  Elmer  M.  Keck,  Jones  Mills,  Pa.,  became  the 
bride  of  Waddo  Grippo,  Tarrs,  Pa.,  in  a  double  ring  cere- 
mony in  the  Valley  Brethren  church,  Sunday,  June  17, 
1956  at  4:30  P.  M.  The  ceremony  was  solemnized  by  the 
bride's  father.  Mr.  Ralph  Mead,  of  Emmetsberg,  Iowa, 
an  uncle  of  the  bride,  was  the  Soloist  with  Mrs.  John 
Keck  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  as  pianist.  The  bride  was  given 
in  marriage  by  her  older  brother  John  Keck.  The  recep- 
tion was  at  the  new  Community  Center  building  which 
would  seat  about  500  people.  About  250  guests  were  pres- 
ent. They  are  living  at  328%  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


Elmer  M.  Keck,  Pastor. 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

THE  SOIL,  THE  SEED,  THE  SOWER 

"And  other  fell  on   good  ground,  and  sprang  up,  ancr 
bare  fruit  an  hundred-fold."  Luke  8:8. 

TN  THIS  PARABLE  of  the  Master  there  is  only  on( 
sower,  one  kind  of  seed,  but  there  were  four  conditionsi 
of  soil.  The  important  thing  about  the  whole  story  is  tha' 
the  seed  shall  be  sown.  And  there  is  no  discount  on  th( 
seed.  The  seed  is  pointed  out — the  Word  of  God.  Anc 
one  trouble  has  too  often  been  that  leaders  are  tempte( 
to  "sow"  their  personal  opinions.  Their  untested  ideai 
and  mere  human  philosophies  instead  of  the  eternal  Won 
of  God.  God  has  not  asked  for  human  judgment  on  thi 
"Seed  of  the  Word."  He  has  bid  us  SOW  IT,  sow  IT, 

Those  in  whose  hearts  the  seed  has  been  sown  are  t< 
furnish  it  good  soil  and  to  cultivate  it.  If  the  seed  ii 
"The  Word  of  God"  and  we  are  to  cultivate  the  soil,  the] 
how  do  we  go  about  the  cultivation?  I  believe  there  ar 
about  three  ways  we  may  cultivate  the  seed  or  the  Wor( 
of  God: 

1.  By  hiding  God's  Word  in  our  hearts  that  we  "migh 
not  sin  against  thee."  If  we  do  not  have  the  persona 
experience  of  the  power  of  the  seed  to  germinate  ani^ 
grow  and  increase,  how  can  we  recommend  its  use  t 
others  ?  What  joy  will  be  in  recommending  such  seed  i 
we  have  never  known  the  joy  of  its  power  to  propagat 
itself  in  fertile  soil  ?  And  the  Psalmist  understood  thi 
purpose  of  the  seed  in  the  heart,  that  he  might  not  si:; 
against  God. 

2.  "Meditate  therein  day  and  night."  Constant  compara 
ionship  with  the  "Word"  vidll  enlighten  our  minds,  deep© 
our  understanding,  and  strengthen  our  character. 

3.  And  we  cultivate  the  seed  when  we  "observe  to  dc 
according  to  all  that  is  written  therein." 


JUNE  30,  1956 
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by   Helen  Jordan 


"Be  strong  and  of  good  courage;  Be  not  afraid,  neither 
be  thou  dismayed:  for  the  Lord,  thy  God  is  with  thee 
whither  soever  thou   goest."  Joshua   1:9. 

JOSHUA,  taking  over  the  w^ork  of  Moses  after  his 
^  death,  must  have  been  filled  with  doubts  and  fears  as 
he  looked  about  him,  realizing  that  all  these  people  and 
their  problems  were  now  his  responsibility. 

Then  God,  having  given  the  command  to  go  forth, 
spoke  to  Joshua  telling  him  that  He  would  be  with  him, 
just  as  He  had  been  with  Moses,  that  He  "would  not 
fail  nor  forsake  him." 

Three  times  God  spoke  these  words,  "Be  strong  and 
of  good  courage,"  the  third  time  adding,  "the  Lord,  thy 
God  is  with  thee  whithersoever  thou  goest."  So  Joshua 
took  courage  and,  in  the  strength  and  power  of  God 
went  forth  and  accomplished  great  things  for  his  people 
and  his  God. 

As  I  look  about  me  at  the  towering  peaks  of  the 
Canadian  Rockies  in  Jasper  Park  where  we  are  located 
for  the  present,  they  bring  to  mind  a  picture  of  some 
of  the  strong  men  of  God  of  yesterday,  and  today  and 
I  am  reminded  of  the  words  of  the  Psalmist  when  he 
said,  "I  will  lift  up  my  eyes  to  the  hills  from  whence 
Cometh  my  strength.  My  help  cometh  from  the  Lord,  who 
made   Heaven  and   Earth."   Psalm   121:1,  2. 

Those  great  masses  of  rock  reaching  up  into  the  sky 
have  stood  for  centuries.  They  have  been  buffeted  by 
storms  and  winter  winds;  snow  and  ice  have  laid  heavy 
on  them,  and  they  are  scarred  and  ridged  by  the  ele- 
ments, yet,  they  speak  to   one   of  serenity  and  peace. 

As  we  lift  our  eyes  and  our  hearts  up  and  up,  to  their 
summits,  we  are  humbled  and  realize  how  very  much  we 
need  the  strength  and  courage  that  comes  only  from  God. 
We  are  drawn  close  to  the  Creator,  theirs  and  ours,  and 
from  the  One  who  brought  them  and  us  into  being,  we 
find  the  help  we  need.  Yes,  it  is  from  the  Creator,  not 
from  creation  that  we  receive  power,  for  God  will  still 
be  in  His  Heaven,  guiding  the  affairs  of  men,  when 
those  great  mountains  have  crumbled  to  dust. 

Thinking  of  how  these  men  of  God  leaned  on  Him  in 
their  need  and  how  even  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  though 
Himself  Divine,  went  into  the  mountains  many  times  to 
be  alone  with  His  Father,  to  talk  with  Him  and  to  re- 
ceive renewed  strength  and  power  to  go  on  with  His  work, 
we  can  be  sure  that  we  need  that  help  much,  much  more 
today. 

If  Joshua  and  David  and  all  those  others,  leaned  on 
God  in  their  trying  hours,  surely  man  today  in  his  bewil- 
derment, doubt  and  fear  at  all  the  frightening  events 
occurring  around  about  him,  need  to  put  his  trust  in  that 
same  God,  knowing  that  He  will  help  to  solve  the  prob- 
lems and  bear  the  burdens. 


Yet  it  seems  man  has  come  to  depend  all  too  much 
on  his  own  power,  because  of  his  great  creative  ability, 
forgetting  that  all  his  talents  are  gifts  from  God,  and 
becoming  indifferent  to  the  Giver. 

Knowing  the  need  today,  just  as  in  ages  past  for  men 
of  simple  courage,  strength  and  faith  to  carry  out  Christ's 
command,  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gos- 
pel," our  thoughts  turn  to  the  group  of  men  who  make 
up  our  Mission  Board.  We  honor  these  men  and  their  de- 
parted president.  Rev.  Willis  E.  Ronk,  as  men  of  vision 
who  have  heard  the  words,  "Be  strong  and  of  good  cour- 
age." Surely  these  are  men  with  the  strength  like  the 
mountains  and  with  the  power  from  God  prompting  them 
to  take  advantage  of  the  doors  open  to  the  Gospel  of  Je- 
sus Christ.  These  are  men  "strong  in  the  Lord"  as  Joshua 
and  David  were.  May  we  heed  the  voice  of  God  as  they 
have,  lending  our  full  support,  materially  and  spiritually, 
to  the  noble  efforts  of  these  Joshuas,  as  they  seek  to 
open  new  fields  for  Christ. 

"Is  this  the  time,  O  Church  of  Christ,  to  sound  retreat 

Is  this  the  time  to  halt,  when  all  around 

Horizons  lift,  new  destinies  confront? 

No!  rather  strengthen  stakes  and  lengthen  cords. 

Enlarge  thy  plans  and  gifts,  O  Thou  Elect; 

And  to  thy  Kingdom  come  for  such  a  time. 

The  earth  with  all  its  fullness  is  the  Lord's, 

Great  things  attempt  for  Him,  great  things  expect." 

Let  us,  "Be  strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  Power  of 
His  Might." 

Mrs.  Harry  R.  LaRue, 

Meyersdale,  Pa. 


News   From    Our 
Churches 


ROANOKE,   INDIANA 

I  thought  I  might  send  in  some  more  news  that  might 
be  of  interest  to  the  brotherhood. 

First,  the  church  in  a  special  business  meeting  of  May 
22,  1956,  voted  to  go  full  time.  This  was  a  big  step  as  it 
has  been  many  years  since  the  church  has  been  able  to 
pay  a  full  time  pastor.  We  are  praying  that  the  step 
may  be  a  means  of  winning  many  souls  to  Him. 

On  Friday  June  22,  our  church  was  host  to  the  Bible 
School  program.  The  auditorium  was  again  filled  to  capa- 
city. I  might  note  that  the  three  churches  co-operate  in 
a  union  Bible  School  here  in  Roanoke. 

Then  on  Sunday  July  1,  we  are  anticipating  a  great 
day.  This  day  has  been  set  for  the  writer's  ordination. 
We  extend  a  welcome  to  all  who  might  be  interested  in 
attending  a  service  of  this  kind. 

We  ask  all  who  read  to  be  in  prayer  with  us,  that  we 
might  become  a  great  soul  winning  plant  in  the  King- 
dom of  God. 

Paul  D.  Tinkel. 
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Commentary  on  the 
Whole  Bible 

By  Jamieson,  Pausset  and  Brown. 
Critical  and  Explanatory  comments 
on  every  verse  in  the  Bible.  The 
most  popular  of  all  verse-by-versc 
commentaries.  Positively  un- 
equaled  in  value  for  preachers, 
Sunday  school  teachers,  Christian 
workers  and  Bible  students.  Com- 
plete, four  volumes  in  one.  This 
is  just  about  the  handiest  Bible 
commentary  available. 
Hearty  Recommendations 
"The  greatest  one  volume  com- 
mentary." Sunday  School  Times 
".  .  .  the  best  commentary  on  the 
whole  Bible  I  have  ever  known." 
Dr.   Robert   G.   Lee 

".  .  .  contains  so  great  a  variety 
of  information  that  if  a  man  had 
no  other  exposition  he  would  find 
himself  at  no  great  loss  if  he 
possessed  this  and  used  it  dili- 
gently."   Charles  H.  Spurgeon 

1347  large  double-column  pages; 
6%"  X  10";  strong  reinforced 
cloth    binding.  $7.95 

Cruden's   Complete   Concordance 

An  index  to  the  key  words  of  the  Bible.  Makes  it  easy  to  find 
desired  Scripture  verses  and  related  Scriptures.  Includes  more  than 
200,000  references  to  both  the  King  James  Version  and  the  Revise^ 
Version.  Also  includes  an  exclusive  section  on  Scripture  proper  names 
and  foreword  by  Dr.  Walter  L.  Wilson.  All  this  in  one  handy,  con- 
venient  alphabetical   arrangement. 

Definitions  and  articles  written  by  Cruden  have  been  revised  in  ac- 
cord with  present-day  scholarship  and  the  whole  work  has  been  set 
up  in  new,  large,  clear  type,  especially  designed  for  this  volume. 
Any  thought  or  Scripture  verse  in  the  Bible  may  be  quickly  secured  by 
reference    to    this    handy   easily   understood   volume. 

Dwight  L.  Moody  says. 

"Next  to  the  Bible  I  would  advise  you  to  get  Cruden's  Concordance." 
783  large,  double-column  pages.  5^"x8M8".  New  clear  type  edition. 
Strong  reinforced  cloth  binding.  413.50 

Smith's    Bible    Dictionary 

By  William  Smith.  A  thoroughly  revised  and  up-tO  date  edition 
of  this  widely  used  Bible  dictionary,  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  best 
and  most  complete  available.  Contains  over  400  illustrations.  818 
pages.  $3.00 

PLEASE  ADD   10%    FOR  POSTAGE 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,   Ohio. 


Faussefs 

Bible   Encyclopaedia 

and   Dictionary 

By  A.  R.  Pausset,  co-authof  of 
Jamieson,  Fausset  &  Brown's 
"Commentary  on  the  Whole  Bi- 
ble." A  complete  Bible  Diction- 
ary and  Bible  Encyclopaedia,  all  in 
one  large  volume.  An  invaluable 
tool  for  every  Bible  student, 
preacher,  Sunday  school  teacher 
and  Christian  worker. 

Complete  and  unabridged  edition 
^alphabetically  arranged  for 
ready  reference,  indexed  to  help 
you  find  easily  and  quickly  the 
information  you  seek.  The  ma- 
terial included  is  terse,  discern- 
ing and  refreshingly  evangelical. 

Enthusiastic    Comments 

".  .  .  probably  the  best  1  volume 
encyclopedia  ever  prepared  .  .  ." 
Moody  Monthly 

".  .  .  the  most  satisfactory  single 
volume  Bible  encyclopedia  ever 
published."  Dr.   Wilbur  M.  Smith 

Critical,  expository  and  homileti- 
cal;  75  3  large  double-column 
pages;  600  illustrations;  6%"  x 
9%".  Strong,  reinforced  cloth 
binding.  Only  $5.95 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


OAK  HILL,  W.  VA.  The  Oak  Hill  Church,  their  pastor, 
Brother  Milton  M.  Robinson,  and  choir,  were  on  station 
WOAY-TV  for  a  program  of  words  and  music,  Sunday 
afternoon,  June   17th. 

Baptismal  services  were  scheduled  as  a  part  of  the 
worship  service  the  evening  of  June  24th. 

SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  The  W.  M.  S.,  in  their  public 
service  the  morning  of  June  10th,  presented  Mrs.  Eugene 
J.  Beekley  as  guest  speaker.  Mrs.  Beekley  reviewed  the 
W.  M.  S.  Mission  Study  Book. 

Guest  speaker  on  May  27th  was  Brother  Milton  M. 
Robinson,  pastor  of  our  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.,  church,  who 
was  vacationing  in  Florida. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  N.  Victor  Leatherman  reports  that  72  boys 
and  girls,  with  13  teachers  and  helpers,  attended  their 
recent  Bible  School. 

Five  were  baptized  the  evening  of  June  21st  at  Wayne 
Heights. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN.  The 
Laymen  conducted  their  public  program  on  July  1st. 
Charles  Saint  was  the  speaker. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  We  note  that  Brother  M.  W.  Dodds  has 
tendered  his  resignation  as  pastor  to  the  Gratis  Church, 
effective  October  1st. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Brother  Robert  Hoffman  reports 
their  average  S.  S.  attendance  for  the  month  of  June  as 
183;  noting  that  this  was  22  higher  than  the  average  last 
year. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  The  Laymen's  public  service  was 
held  the  evening  of  June  17th,  with  National  Laymen's 
Organization  President,  H.  D.  "Bud"  Hunter  as  the 
speaker. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Brother  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  pastor  of 
our  Nappanee  church,  was  the  guest  speaker  in  the  Flora 
Union  Service,  Sunday  evening,  July  1st,  in  the  Flora 
Baptist  Church. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Baptismal  services  were  held  in 
the  Lanark  church  the  evening  of  June  28th. 


COMING  EVENTS 

DISTRICT  YOUTH  CONFERENCE  DURING 
PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 
The  Brethren  Youth  Board  of  the  Pennsylvania 
District  has  planned  a  special  Brethren  Youth 
Conference  to  be  iheld  in  the  Morrellville  Church! 
of  the  Brethren  while  the  District  Conference  is 
in  session  in  Johnstown. 

It  has  been  planned  to  appeal  to  all  young  peo- 
ple of  the  District,  to  provide  inspiration,  fel- 
lowship and  recreation.  Talent  outsidie  the  Dis- 
trict will  provide  the  leadership.  There  will  bej 
plenty  of  activity  for  all.  We  hope  that  many  willi; 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  work  and' 
play  with  young  people  from  other  churches  ini 
the  District. 

Perhaps  some  churches  who  in  years  past  have 
sent  only  one  or  two  delegates  to  District  Confer- 
ence will  see  fit  to  encourage  their  young  people 
to  attend.  They  might  even  provide  a  little  cashi 
to  help  pay  their  expenses. 

Ida  Kimmel. 


PASTOR  NEEDED 

The  Brethren  Church  of  Gratis,  Ohio,  desires  to  contaci 
anyone  interested  in  the  pastorate  of  this  Church. 
Write  to: 

Mrs.  Roy  M.  Brubaker,  Church  Secretary, 

R.  R.  2, 

West  Alexandria,  Ohio 

PASTORATE  OPEN 

Since  our  Pastor,  Rev.  J.  F.  Burton,  will  be  leaving  th< 
pastorate  here  at  Mulvane,  Kansas  on  September  1,  1956 
the  Mulvane  Brethren  Church  will  be  in  need  of  a  pastoi 
at  that  time.  Any  Brethren  Minister  interested  in  com 
ing  to  Mulvane  is  invited  to  communicate  with, 

Dwight    E.    Bishard,  Corresponding   Secretary, 

643  E.  Mulvane  St., 

Mulvane,  Kansas. 
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W^  Editor's 
^^«^     Pulpit 

In  fill  Voints 


JESUS,  AFTER  HE  HAD  BEEN  baptized,  was 
led  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness.  There  for 
forty  days,  He  went  without  food.  Following  this, 
we  are  told  that  He  was  tempted  of  the  devil. 
Being  hungry,  the  devil  teased  Christ  with  the 
suggestion  that  if  He  were  really  the  Son  of  God, 
He  could  change  the  stones  of  the  desert  into 
bread.  The  Lord  met  this  temptation  successfully, 
by  quoting  from  the  Word  of  God,  saying,  "Man 
shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word 
that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." 

Matthew  then  records  that  the  devil  and  Jesus 
went  then  to  Jerusalem  and  thus  to  the  very  top 
of  the  temple  roof.  The  devil  suggested  that  our 
Lord  display  His  power  by  jumping  from  that 
high  position  down  to  the  street.  Here,  Jesus 
could  have  had  the  synthetic  notice  and  praise  of 
the  citizens — like  that  which  accompanies  anyone 
today  who  is  able  to  do  spectacular  or  "different 
things."  Christ  says,  "Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the 
Lord  thy  God." 

The  third  and  final  temptation  greeted  our  Lord 
as  the  devil  showed  Him  all  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world,  telling  Him  that  for  worshipping  him,  the 
devil,  Christ  could  have  them  all.  Again  our  Lord 
successfully  meets  temptation  by  telling  the  devil 
that  only  the  Lord  God  shall  be  worshipped  and 
served. 

For  Christians  today  to  successfully  meet  temp- 
tations, it  is  essential  that  we  have  a  basic  un- 
derstanding of  these  temptations    of    Jesus. 

John,  in  his  writings  in  the  first  of  his  letters 
(2:15,  16)  classifies  all  types  and  forms  of 
temptation  in  three  categories,  just  as  the  wil- 
derness temptations  of  our  Lord  fall  into  three 
classifications.  John  tells  us  that  there  are  temp- 
tations: 1.  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  2.  the  lust  of  the 
eye,  3.  the  pride  of  life. 

The  lust  of  the  flesh  includes  the  sins  people 
commit  to  satisfy  the  hunger  of   the    flesh,    its 


sensual  appetites,  etc.  The  lust  of  the  eye  includes 
the  sins  people  commit  to  amass  for  themselves 
this  world's  possessions,  at  the  expense  of  their 
souls'  salvation  or  nourishment.  The  pride  of  life 
includes  the  sins  people  commit  to  gain  attention 
from  the  crowd,  or  to  be  one  or  more  steps  ahead 
of  their  associates.  Space  limitations  do  not  per- 
mit enlarging  on  these  temptations  this  week. 

We  do  know  this,  that  all  of  us  face  them,  in 
milder  or  stronger  forms,  perhaps.  They  are  in 
our  lives,  at  times  like  dormant  fountains,  ready 
to  spring  forth  at  an  uncalculated  moment  in 
power  and  frenzy  to  defeat  us.  At  other  times, 
they  come  in  long,  extended  "chronic"  naggings 
that  beset  the  Christian  at  every  turn  of  the  way. 

Our  chief  concern,  though  is  not  the  fact  that 
temptation  comes,  though  it  is  important  that  we 
recognize  its  constant  threat  to  our  Christian  life. 
The  important  thing  is  to  know  that  there  is 
Someone  who  can  help  us  to  overcome,  and  to 
live  a  victorious  Christian  life. 

Though  there  is  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust 
of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  yet  there  is  also 
Christ,  our  High  Priest  (Hebrews  4:15)  who  is 
touched  (aware)  of  our  infirmities.  He  is  not  the 
untempted  counsellor  or  "expert"  of  our  well-be- 
ing, but  as  we  have  noted  from  His  temptations 
in  the  wilderness,  is  IN  ALL  POINTS  tempted 
like  as  we  are. 

What  does  this  mean  to  us?  It  means  that  our 
prayers  are  heard.  It  means  He  understands  all 
about  our  problems,  our  heartaches.  It  means 
that  we  can  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace 
— there  to  find  mercy.  The  amazing  thing  is  how, 
when  this  great  fountain  of  heavenly  balm  is 
open  to  us  that  we  insist  on  trying  to  live  so 
much  of  our  lives  in  our  own  strength.  Let's 
spend  more  time  coming  boldly  to  Christ; 
into  the  merciful  presence  of  our  High  Priest. 
W.  S.  B. 


PAGE  FOUR 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Moderator's  Address 
1956   Indiana 
I  District  Conference      I 

I  i 

Rev.    R.    K.    Higgins 


"There  is   a   More   Excellent    Way"— I   Cor.   12:31 

TRULY,  WE  WHO  ARE  BRETHREN,  should  rejoice 
this  day  in  the  opportunity  which  we  share  of  Wor- 
shipping God  through  His  Son  Christ  Jesus,  in  whom  we 
have  found  Blessed  Salvation.  I  requested  the  reading 
of  I  Corinthians  12,  in  your  hearing  this  morning,  for  I 
plan  to  use  it  as  a  continual  reference  in  this  Modera- 
tor's address  to  the  69th  Annual  Conference  of  In- 
diana District  Brethren  Churches.  It  is  with  deepest  hu- 
mility that  I  present  these  thoughts  and  perhaps  a  few 
recommendations  to  this  conference;  realizing  anew, 
the  tremendous  responsibility  that  attends  every  endeavor 
for  His  Glory,  and  feeling  very  keenly  my  dependence 
upon  Him — every  moment  of  every  day.  Our  Conference 
Theme  is,  "Deepening  Wells  of  Faith"  .  .  .  upon  which 
our  Vice  Moderator  gave  a  splendid  sermon  last  evening. 
My  prayer  is  that  these  words  may  likewise  inspire  your 
seeking  of  a  deeper  faith. 

Just  these  few  introductory  remarks  as  we  look  back 
upon  the  days  of  the  early  church,  so  richly  portrayed 
by  Paul's  writings.  We  find  that  the  first  part  of  the 
Lord's  Program  had  been  completed — that  is,  the  Good 
News  had  been  given  to  Jerusalem,  and  He  had  com- 
missioned disciples  to  go  out  unto  all  the  nations.  The 
time  had  now  come  when  all  men  must  hear  about  Jesus 
Christ,  the  risen,  living,  Lord  and  Saviour. 

At  this  same  time,  other  divisions  of  authority  were 
made  and  other  instruments  named  to  get  the  job  done. 
It  was  the  first  real  difficult  task  of  the  Inner  Church 
Council  to  get  early  Christians  to  see  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  could  use  other  instruments,  besides  the  ordained 
apostles  to  perform  His  many  tasks.  The  Holy  Spirit,  as 
the  divine  head  of  the  church  was  constantly  engaged  in 
advancing  His  purpose  of  wisdom,  love,  and  grace  toward 
all  men.  This  purpose  and  this  plan  concerned  the 
spreading  of  the  gospel  and  the  building  of  the  church. 
These  plans  were  not  completely  revealed,  perhaps,  in 
Paul's  early  writings;  but  as  time  passed  he  touched  upon 
every  phase  of  Church  Organization  and  Administration. 


His  later  Epistles  disclose  God's  plan  fully  and  clearly. 
By  looking  into  such  writings  as  I  Corinthians  12,  we 
find  that  the  church  was  the  burden  of  all  his  work,  and 
the  heart  of  all  his  plans. 

We,  as  Brethren,  take  great  pride  in  being  a  full  Gos- 
pel  or   a    Fundamental    Gospel    Church.    Thus,  we    ought 
to   be  tremendously  interested   in   what   the   Holy   Spirit 
would  have  us   know.   These   are  dangerous  days   in  the 
life  of  the  church  and  of  spirit  called  men.  Paul  asked 
first    of   all    that   the   early    church    recognize    one   thing, 
namely  this,  "That  Jesus  Is  Lord."  Too  many  confessed  I 
Christians  today  are  willing  to  say  that  with  their  lips,  ^ 
but   never  allow   the   fact  entrance   into   their  hearts.   It 
is   such  a   short,  clear-cut  statement.  It  defies  distortion 
and  mis-interpretation,  but  no   one  can   deny   that   it  is 
the  "Whole  Gospel."  Here  is  Jesus,  "Our  Lord  and  Our  ' 
Saviour"  joined  inseparably  as   one    Christ.   Let  no  man  t 
seek   to    part   asunder   that   fact.    For   if  man   will   have 
Christ  as  Saviour,  he  must  make  Him,  Lord.  If  any  man 
calls  Him  Lord,  then  He  is  his  Saviour. 

Think  for  a  moment,  what  might  have  happened  to  our 
world  without  our  Lord.  Certainly  chaos  would  reign  su- 
preme today,  the  Church  would  be  a  body  without  a  head 
...  a  family  minus  a  father,  an  army  without  a  captain, 
a  ship  without  a  pilot — a  kingdom  without  a  king.  And 
those  three  words  cover  it  all,  "Jesus  is  Lord."  To  say 
them  in  sincerity  takes  in  the  tongue,  the  heart,  the 
hands,  the  feet.  For  you  see  an  outward  profession  is 
the  symbol  of  an  inward  persuasion.  Not  a  single  true 
word  can  be  spoken  but  through  and  by  the  agency  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  I  call  upon  you  this  day  to  let 
Him  have  control  of  your  body,  your  heart,  and  your 
soul. 

The  Brethren  Church  in  Indiana  has  been  busy  in  past 
years  setting  up  the  machinery  thought  to  be  necessary 
in  getting  the  job  done.  What  is  true  here  in  Indiana  is 
true  of  our  church  in  general.  It  is  high  time  we  recog- 
nize that  men,  methods,  and  machinery — unless  energized 


(Delivered  at  Shipshewana   Lake,  Indiana,  on  June  12, 
1956.) 
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by  the  Holy  Spirit^  and  lubricated  by  the  Balm  of  Gilead; 
only  serve  to  interfere  and  crowd  out  the  working  of 
the  spirit  of  God.  Human  selfishness,  personal  ambition, 
and  just  plain  old  fashioned  worldliness,  are  still  an 
abomination  unto  the  Lord,  and  certainly  do  grieve  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  He  attempts  to  lead  His  Church,  in  the 
Salvation  of   Souls. 

In  verse  4  of  this  12th  chapter,  Paul  says,  "Of  course 
there  are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  the  same  Spirit."  Dif- 
ferences of  Administrations,  but  one  Lord."  I  am  sure 
that  talents  and  gifts  are  designed  to  be  used  as  a  means 
of  communication  between  our  risen  Lord  and  His 
Church.  Too  often  we  have  looked  upon  the  ministerial 
function  as  the  only  gift  God  bestows  upon  His  people. 
The  Brethren  Church  needs  to  open  our  eyes  to  the  im- 
mense fields  of  service,  in  music,  youth  leadership,  Chris- 
tian education,  and  stewardship.  Pastors  seldom  have 
been  ordained  ~with  talents  in  all  of  these  fields,  even 
though  our  churches  have  proceeded  on  that  theory  for 
years. 

We  need  very  badly  the  pioneering  of  a  salaried  Music 
Department,  Youth  Leaders,  and  Christian  Educators,  in 
all  of  our  churches.  Dean  Delbert  Flora  of  our  own  Ash- 
land Seminary,  feels  very  keenly  the  lack  of  ministerial 
students  in  our  denomination.  As  long  as  the  individual 
church  insists  on  placing  all  the  responsibility  of  enlist- 
ing candidates  and  training  leaders  upon  their  pastor, 
this  condition  will  exist.  The  Administrative  functions  of 
our  individual  Church  Government  must  be  spread  out 
upon  a  broader  base.  I  am  certain  that  God  will  Bless 
any  church  with  the  financial  ability  to  do  so,  if  they 
will  ask.  For  do  not  we  believe  the  whole  gospel?  And 
Jesus  said  in  John  14:13,  "And  whatsoever  Ye  shall  ask 
in  my  Name,  that  will  I  do,  that  the  Father  may  be 
Glorified  in  the  Son,"  and  in  the  14th,  "If  ye  shall  Ask 
anything  in  my  Name,  I  will  do  It." 

Every  individual  is  endowed  with  some  certain  talent 
and  ability,  given  by  an  Omnipotent  Heavenly  Father, 
that  each  might  have  some  gift  with  which  he  could 
bring  profit  to  his  community.  Too  often  the  human  ele- 
ment enters  in  and  these  gifts  come  to  be  looked  upon 
as  distinctions  that  lead  to  pride,  envy,  and  separation, 
instead  of  being  used  in  mutual  esteem  and  helpfulness, 
that  the  entire  church  be  edified.  When  this  happens — 
that  which  may  be  most  useful  and  beneficial  to  the 
common  good,  finds  that  it  cannot  compete  with  the  spec- 
tacular. Thus  we  find  the  operation  of  our  program  losing 
its  unity  of  plan  and  purpose.  Our  General  Conference  is 
taking  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  by  placing  in  opera- 
tion the  Co-ordinating  Planning  committee.  It  is  too  early 
to  render  an  opinion  as  to  their  effect  on  the  over  all 
program  of  the  Brethren  Church,  but  certainly  our  many 
boards  and  committees  need  to  be  tied  closer  together, 
"For  it  is  the  same  God  that  worketh  all  in  all." 


We  live  in  a  day  of  accentuated  individualism  on  one 
hand  and  the  Devilish  Doctrine  of  Communism  on  the 
other.  But  I  say  to  you  this  morning,  that  Christianity 
was  never  meant  to  be  an  external  influence  that  clipped 
all  of  our  wings  after  one  pattern.  I  enjoyed  visiting 
Niagara  Falls  a  few  years  back  and  thrilled  at  the  beauty 
of  the  Sir  Harry  Oakes  Memorial  Gardens.  The  trees  and 
shrubs  were  all  trimmed  alike.  Their  oneness  of  shape 
presented  a  beautiful  symmetry.  But  you  see  their  unity 
was  not  because  of  an  Inner  Growth — only  the  result  of 
an  outward  trimming.  We  Brethren  people  have  always 
gloried  in  our  absence  of  creed  or  discipline — recogniz- 
ing the  Bible  as  such.  But  dear  friends,  must  we  agi-ee 
that  our  lack  of  discipline  and  harmony  is  due  to  our 
neglect  of  believing  or  following  the  teachings  of  that 
Holy  Book  ?  God  forbid.  Yet  we  find  no  real  bond  of 
fellowship  existing  among  our  churches.  Neither  do  we 
find  any  recognition  of  authority  given  our  boards  or 
committees — either  on  a  District  or  General  basis.  Coop- 
ei'ation  with  plans  and  purposes  too  often  hinges  upon 
personal  opinions,  rather  than  upon  the  Spirit  of  God. 
Pei'haps  our  intense  Congregationalism  is  at  fault.  It 
should  not  be  so.  "For  by  One  Spirit  we  are  all  Baptized 
into  one  Body."  And  Paul  said,  "For  as  the  Body  is 
One  and  hath  many  members,  and  all  the  members  of 
that  one  body,  being  many,  are  one  Body — so  also  in 
Christ."  Brethren  we  cannot  long  keep  our  identity — 
neither  bring  Glory  to  Him,  unless  we  realign  our  think- 
ing and  our  actions.  Due  respect  for  the  different  in- 
strumentalities of  our  Denominational  Government  is  in 
keeping  with  Paul's  teaching,  "For  the  Body  is  not  one 
member,  but  many,"  and  all  are  necessary. 

Paul  names  the  different  instruments  of  the  human 
body  and  seeks  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  each  in 
its  place.  As  individual  members  of  the  local  church  we 
must  realize  our  identity  with  the  Universal  Church.  As 
men  become  Christian,  we  must  see  that  no  longer  is 
Life  ours  to  use  as  we  selfishly  choose,  but  we  belong  to 
Him.  Is  the  doctrine  of  the  New  Birth  lost  to  the  Breth- 
ren Church  ?  Do  we  not  have  men  in  places  of  leader- 
ship who  have  been  bom  afresh  in  the  image  of  God? 
Are  we  not  identified  forever  with  Him?  Then  we  are 
His  Body — filled  with  His  Spirit  that  filleth  all  things. 
There  may  be  a  diversity  of  function,  office,  or  gift — 
but  there  must  be  a  unity  of  thel  body.  If  we  insist  on 
continued  lack  of  unified  effort,  then  we  must  face  the 
fatal  consequences. — Disintegration  of  the  Body.  For 
these  bodily  members  and  functions  which  we  constantly 
refuse  to  recognize  or  use,  will  die.  The  duty  of  each 
member  is  to  function  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  and 
with  all  due  consideration  for  the  rights  and  needs  of 
others — in  that  place  which  God  hath  chosen  for  Him. 

Few   of   us   ever  take   time    to   think  of  just  how   de- 
pendent we  are  upon  other  things  and  other  people.  As 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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MORE  GRATEFUL  COMMENTS 

From  Argentina 

(Taken  from  Mr.  Harold  Stacey's  letter  regarding  ra- 
dio broadcasts) 

.  .  .  The  radio  station  which  carries  our  Gospel  re- 
leases twice  a  week  has  increased  its  output  power  by 
just  half  as  much  again,  which  will  naturally  give  us 
ever  so  much  more  coverage  and  a  clearer  signal  away 
up  in  the  north  and  south  of  the  Argentine.  Undoubtedly 
the  Lord  gave  us  all  here  vision  when  we  first  started 
up  this  mutual  radio  Gospel  work  by  choosing  "C.  W.  I. 
— Radio  Colonia."  It  has  become  very  popular  since  the 
revolution  which  overthrew  the  Peron  regime,  as  it  was 
the  only  station  whereby  Argentina  listeners  could  get 
fii'st-hand  prompt  infonnation  as  to  how  matters  were 
developing  in  the  country.  This  station  is  placed  just  54 
kilometers  in  straight  line  with  Buenos  Aires  on  the 
Uruguayan  coast,  its  antennaes  beamed  180  degrees  to- 
ward Argentina,  placing  a  signal  equivalent  to  any  local 
station  here  on  the  air. 

We  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  the  help  the  Ham- 
mond Organ  will  render  to  these  broadcasts,  las  music 
is  a  great  attraction  to  radio  listeners  here,  especially 
organ  music.  It  will  add  quality  to  the  program  and  step 
up  our  letter  response. 

The  news  around  town  here  that  you  are  kindly  for- 
warding a  Hammond  Organ  for  the  radio  and  church 
work  has  caused  quite  a  stir  among  folks  who  did  not 
seem  to  have  the  vision  of  how  important  this  work  really 
is  and  the  great  importance  it  gives  to  the  church  that 
has  a   Gospel  recording  studio  built  into  its  premises. 

Now  that  matters  are  under  way  and  soon  to  become 
a  reality,  other  denominations  seem  to  have  awakened 
and  just  I'ealized  the  great  chance  they  have  lost.  A 
Gospel  recording  studio  adds  100%  attraction,  and  with- 
out doubt,  its  congregation  will  certainly  grow  imme- 
diately. 

Among  the  many  letters  which  arrived  by  today's  mail, 
there  is  one  which  may  interest  you: 

Dear   Sirs: 

I  am  23  years  of  age  and  wish  to  tell  you  that  I 
have  accepted  Christ  as  my  Saviour.  I  always  tune 
to  your  beautiful  Christian  program  over  Radio 
Colonia  every  Sunday  and  Tuesday  evening  at  9 
P.  M.  I  feel  I  must  tell  you  how  happy  I  am  be- 
cause I  can  see  the  love  of  God  in  your  words.  I 
ask  God  to  bless  you  in  this  great  work. 
Yours  truly, 

Daniel  Rost. 

We  feel  that  radio  is  one  of  modern  times'  biggest 
challenges  to  get  the  Gospel  out  "to  all  nations"  as  the 
Word  reads.  God  has  faithfully  provided  up  to  now,  and 
we    feel    we    should    continue    to  do    so    as    hundreds    of 


souls  have  already  been  saved  and  are  members  of  dif- 
ferent churches  here  today. 

At  our  recent  "radio  workshop"  fifteen  souls  gave  a 
testimony  of  what  God  has  done  in  their  hearts  as  a  re- 
sult of  our  mutual  radio  effort.  Some  of  the  experiences 
were  really  outstanding  cases  of  God's  love  and  how  they, 
not  knowing  why,  felt  led  to  tune  in  to  the  station  we 
are  on,  heard  our  heart-reaching  messages  and  were 
saved.  Today  they  are  baptized  members  of  churches  and 
live  as  witnesses  to  others. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  day  when  it  may  be 
possible  to  have  the  valuable  help  of  a  radio  technician. 
It  will  certainly  be  a  great  asset  to  the  work  down  here. 
A  full-time  radio  man  can  step  up  production  of  the 
studio  100%.  Please  keep  the  possibility  of  a  radio  man 
for  Buenos  Aires  in  your  future  plans  for  expansion  in 
the  River  Plate  area. 
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IN  NIGERIA 

Marianne  Michael 

Education 

In  the  field  of  education  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
mission  continues  to  make  strides  forward  in  ways  un-: 
dreamed  of  in  the  early  days  of  the  work  in  Northern 
Nigei'ia.  Over  one  hundred  well-qualified  Christian  teach- 
ers now  teach  a  range  of  subjects  comparable  to  schools 
anywhere,  and  transcending  the  language  barrier  through 
the  ever  wider  use  of  Hausa  (the  over-all  language  of 
Noi'thern  Nigeria)   and  English. 

A  typical  junior  primary  school  of  this  area,  the  Gar- 
kida  school  has  enrolled  this  year  345  boys  and  125 
girls.  The  senior  primary,  covering  three  additional  years 
and  quite  selective,  eni'oUs  ninety-six  boys.  There  are 
now  senior  primary  schools  at  Lassa  and  Marama  offer- 
ing educational  facilities  to  our  young  people  s^iperior 
to  many  areas  in  the  north.  Girls  who  continue  in  senior 
primary  all  go  to  Waka,  where  there  are  boarding  fa- 
cilities and  where  an  emphasis  on  domestic  science  rounds 
out  their  training  in  a  way  that  meets  their  particular 
needs. 

Medical  Work  ' 

One  of  the  principal  contacts  which  the  mission  has 
with  local  people  is  through  the  medical  work — Chris- 
tian, Moslem,  Animists  alike  are  beset  by  "all  the  ills 
that  flesh  is  heir  to."  Substantial  grants  from  govern- 
ment have  permitted  the  work  to  expand  through  the  ad-i 
dition  of  new  buildings   and  equipment.  \ 

One   of  the  areas   in  which   the   medical   work  touches, 
African  home  life  in  a  very  real  way  is  the  obstetrical ' 
department.  Increasing  very  slowly  in  a  backward  area 
it  is  now  becoming  one  of  the  most  appreciated  services  j 
of  the  hospital  and  more   and  more   women  are   taking 
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advantage  of  its  services.  In  the  past  year  alone,  there 
has  been  a  more  than  30%  increase  in  obstetrical  pa- 
tients at  the  Garkida  hospital,  some  coming  from  long 
distances  to  be  in  a  mission  hospital.  A  new  obstetrics 
building  is  being  planned  for  this  year  v^^hich  will  more 
adequately  care  for  the  increasing  demand  on  its  facil- 
ities. 

Taking  figures  for  the  past  five  years  (1952-1956)  for 
the  month  of  March  (the  closing  month  of  the  govern- 
ment fiscal  year)  attendances  at  the  Garkida  dispensary 
have  increased  from  7,000  treatments  to  18,000  treat- 
ments. A  little  mental  calculation  will  show  how  many 
patients  one  doctor  and  one  American  nurse  see  each 
day,  and  how  the  work  is  increasing  yearly. — taken  from 
the  Gospel  Messenger. 


Ever  Stop  To  Ask 
WHY  DO  PEOPLE  COME  LATE? 

CLATE  A.  RISLEY 

THERE  ARE  SOME  PEOPLE  who  are  always 
late.  Late  for  everything  they  do.  Practically 
every  church  has  a  few  who  have  acquired  such 
a  reputation. 

Then,  there  are  others  who  are  not  late  to 
most  thing's,  but  are  careless  about  getting  to 
Sunday  School  on  time. 

I  believe  the  biggest  single  reason  people  are 
late  to  Sunday  School  is  because  we  do  not  give 
them  any  good  reason  to  come  on  time. 

WHY   COME  ON  TIME? 

A  pastor  recently  said  to  me  as  he  looked 
around  and  saw  practically  no  one  to  begin  it 
with,  "How  do  you  get  people  to  come  on  time?" 
I  didn't  answer  because  I  was  afraid  the  real  an- 
swer would  embarrass  both  of  us;  but  in  my 
mind  the  thought  was  going  'round  "Why  should 
anybody  come  on  time?  Nothing  really  going  on." 
Didn't  need  a  television  set  to  envision  the  same 
procedure  that  had  been  portrayed  for  the  last 
520  Sundays. 

When  I  see  the  average  opening  assembly  pro- 
gram (I  never  call  it  'opening  exercise,'  there  is 
not  enough  going  on  in  most  opening  periods  to 
be  called  an  exercise)  the  question  that  comes  to 
mind  is  not,  why  don't  people  come?  but  why  do 
as  many  people  come  as  do  come? 

Of  course  children  often  come  late  because 
their  parents  bring  them  late,  but  in  the  average 
household   sufficient  interest   on  the    children's 


part  would  bring  sufficient  pressure  to  bear  so 
that  dad  and  mom  would  get  there  on  time  or  at 
least  get  the  children  there  on  time. 

ARE  YOUR  LEADERS  THERE? 

The  place  to  begin  to  improve  is  with  the  lead- 
ership. Certainly  the  pastor  and  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  ought  to  be  there  at  least  30  min- 
utes early.  Teachers  and  secretaries  ought  to  be 
there  15  minutes  ahead  of  time.  We  can't  ex- 
pect our  pupils  to  come  early  or  even  on  time 
if  we  do  not.  We  teach  much  more  by  what  we 
do  than  what  we  say.  Our  arrival  time  says  much 
about  how  important  we  think  the  job  is. 

We  have  a  right  to  expect  the  workers  to  be 
there  ahead  of  time.  A  worker  who  cannot  or  will 
not  make  this  adjustment  should  be  spoken  to  by 
the  pastor,  the  S.  S.  Superintendent,  or  the  Di- 
rector of  Christian  Education  and  informed  that 
they  are  endangering  their  position.  If  they  do 
not  improve  they  should  eventually  be  released  of 
their  job. 

When  the  workers  are  there  and  a  good  pro- 
gram has  been  planned  you  will  find  a  big  per 
cent  of  your  former  late  comers  will  have  im- 
proved. However,  some  have  acquired,  a  bad  habit 
and  it  may  take  a  jar  to  break  them  loose. 

MAKE    PUNCTUALITY   CONSCIOUS 

We  improved  this  situation  in  the  church  where 
I  served  with  Sunday  School  attendance  contests. 
Anyone  who  was  late  received  no  points,  and  if 
the  person  he  had  invited  to  come  was  late  he 
received  no  points  for  getting  him  to  come.  Peo- 
ple became  punctuality  conscious.  They  would 
urge  their  friends — "Be  sure  to  come  and  be  sure 
to  come  on  time  or  it  won't  count." 

100%  punctuality  for  an  entire  school  is  very 
seldom  attained,  but  we  can  improve  the  situa- 
tion considerably  if  we  work  at  it  continually. — 
The  Link. 
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we  look  about  us  in  the  Natural  Kingdom,  we  cannot 
fail  to  notice  God's  care  of  His  Creation — from  the  high- 
est to  the  lowest.  We  cannot  ignore  the  principle  of  love 
at  work  about  us.  Why  not  let  that  same  principle  work 
in  us  ?  Without  it,  our  world  faces  its  Darkest  Age. 
There  are  many  more  blades  of  grass  than  there  are 
oak  trees.  But  is  it  not  the  blades  of  grass  that  cover 
the  roots  of  the  mighty  oak,  shielding  and  protecting 
its  very  life  ?  You  see,  in  God's  Kingdom  there  is  no 
greater  or  lesser  souls.  All  are  needed.  The  strong  must 
ever  shelter  the  weak,  but  the  weak  often  bring  Blessings 
to  the  strong.  Won't  you  look  at  our  District  Mission 
Program  for  a  moment  with  me — in   that   light  ? 

Much  criticism  has  come  to  our  District  Mission  Pro- 
gram in  years  past,  because  it  was  necessary  to  continue 
support  of  some  churches — slow  in  starting,  or  made 
weak  by  division  and  strife.  Many  of  our  churches  failed 
to  pay  their  conference  assessments,  and  failed  to  rec- 
ognize any  authority,  but  their  own.  Our  Mission  Pro- 
gram has  suffered.  But  not  nearly  as  much  as  those 
churches  and  individuals  who  refused  to  let  Love  work 
its  miracles.  By  refusing  to  give — men  and  churches 
stymie  their  growth.  Spiritually  and  Numerically.  We 
have  a  fine  Mission  Board  in  the  Indiana  District,  and 
an  enlarged  program.  VvHiy  not  satisfy  your  responsibil- 
ity this  year,  as  a  church,  and  as  a  member  of  Christ's 
Body?  Oh,  I  know,  pastor's  tell  me  that  they  just  can't 
raise  money  for  Home  Missions.  But  listen  friend,  we  are 
living  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  Mission  Field  our 
world  has  ever  known.  It  may  cost  you  an  aching  head 
to  raise  your  Mission  apportiomiient,  but  I  say  to  you 
that  failure  to  do  so  will  produce  an  aching  heart  over 
the  sin  so  prevalent  in  our  day. 

One  of  the  bright  spots  in  our  District  Program  has 
been  the  Indiana  Trustees  of  Shipshewana  Lake  Brethren 
Retreat.  I  do  not  need  to  enumerate  the  wondei'ful  im- 
provements here  on  the  grounds.  You  have  already  seen 
them.  I  only  want  you  to  consider  this  work  as  being 
also  a  part  of  the  Indiana  Brethren  Church.  Such  a  work 
as  this  can  never  be  made  self  supporting,  by  any  stretch  of 
your  economic  imagination.  It  could  be  used  more  than 
it  has  been  in  the  past,  if  nearby  churches  could  be  made 
to  realize  the  tremendous  possibilities  and  opportunities 
presented  by  the  facilities  so  close  at  hand.  The  full 
time  management  of  the  grounds  is  a  step  in  the  I'ight 
direction.  I  urge  every  Indiana  member  to  recognize  the 
need,  and  give  your  wholehearted  support  to  the  pro- 
gram carried  on  here.  The  trustees  have  been  limited  by 
the  availability  of  funds.  Your  assessment  should  be 
paid  and  more  added  by  your  visits  and  use  of  the 
grounds. 

Shipshewana  Retreat,  of  course,  is  synonymous  with 
camp.  Our  Indiana  Camping  Program  is  becoming  better 
organized  and  better  administered,  under  the  Indiana 
Sunday  School  Board.  We  are  fast  coming  to  the  place 
where  our  Camping  Program  is  limited  by  the  available 
facilities.   Through   the   years,   this   has  been   the   strong 


point  of  our  entire  Denominational  structure  in  Indiana. 
We  cannot,  as  a  body  of  Christ's  people,  allow  it  to  be- 
come selective  or  limited  in  its  work.  A  Camping  Pro- 
gram that  inspires,  refreshes,  and  Saves  our  young  peo- 
ple is  deserving  of  our  wholehearted  support.  Many 
would  lay  down  their  lives  that  some  young  person  might 
live.  How  about  loosening  up  the  purse  strings  and  giv- 
ing new  life  to  countless  numbers  of  our  youth  ?  Too 
many  churches  feel  that  their  pastors  are  neglecting  the 
Home  Church,  or  are  on  vacation  while  at  camp.  The 
camp  experience  should  not  be  withheld  from  our  pastors. 
It  is  always  a  rich,  rewarding  experience.  More  churches 
should  offer  financial  help  in  transportation  and  ex- 
penses for  those  who  are  able  to  help  in  camp.  The  Dis- 
trict Sunday  School  Board  can  only  give  a  token  support 
in  mileage,  etc.  Surely,  we  must  keep  this  Camping 
Program  strong  in  our  District.  I  must  commend  the 
many  churches  who  have  been  keeping  this  assessment 
paid.  The  Sunday  School  Board  has  been  able  to  do  many 
fine  things  because  of  your  support. 

This  is  essentially  the  three  part  program  of  the  In- 
diana District  Brethren  Church.  Certainly,  there  should 
be  no  division  between  these  members  or  instruments  of 
His  Body.  The  same  care  should  be  exercised  on  behalf 
of  each  of  them.  For  when  one  member  suffers,  all  mem- 
bers suffer  with  it  .  .  .  or  when  one  member  is  honored, 
should  not  all  rejoice  ?  If  our  Mission  Program  can  grow 
to  supporting  a  church  here  at  Shipshewana,  then  our 
Trustee  Board  will  surely  profit,  and  our  Camping  Pro- 
gram would  be  helped  tremendously.  I  say  these  things 
because  I  desire  you  to  sit  back  and  get  a  full  vision  of 
our  Indiana  District  Program.  "For  Ye  are  the  Body 
of  Christ,  and  Members  in  pai'ticular."  Perhaps  you  are 
asking,  "What  Member  am  I,  in  the  Body  of  Christ?" 

Oh  friend,  there  are  so  few  helping  hands  these  days. 
Too  few  giving  hands  I  am  sure.  We  need  some  conse- 
crated feet  these  days  to  carry  the  Good  News  .  .  .  not 
just  into  the  far  comers,  but  up  and  down  the  thorough- 
fares of  America.  Listening  ears  are  needed  in  Christ's 
Body  today.  For  if  men  will  hear  the  gospel,  we  know 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  guide  into  all  truth.  We  need 
eyes  that  are  lifted  unto  the  Hills  from  whence  cometh 
our  Help  .  .  .  for  our  help  cometh  from  the  Lord.  We 
need  all  of  these  members  in  Christ's  Body  .  .  .  fitly  and 
correctly  joined  together,  they  form  the  Church.  You  can 
be  a  useful  member  of  the  Body — ^^Christ.  Remember — If 
you  have  taken  Christ  into  your  heart  then  you  are  a 
member  indeed. 

It  is  the  Moderator's  perogative  to  make  some  obser- 
vations. I   will   do   that  in  just  a  few  short  statements.  . 
This  has  been  a  year  of  office  holding  for  your  Moder- 
ator, with   no  less  than  four  different  gavels  residing  in  i 
the    confines   of   his    office    throughout    the    year.    Gavels  i 
are  iiot  only  the  symbol  of  honor  .  .  .  but  to  many  they 
are   the   encouragement  to   share  problems  and  troubles.  | 
We   have   heard   many  this  past   year.   Out  of  them   we  i 
have  formed  some  very  trite  opinions.  In  a  Spirit  of  Love 
I   bring  them   to   you   now. 

As  I  listen  to  many  different  people,  both  laity  and] 
ministerial,  these  observations  have  been  brought  very[ 
clear  to  me:  The  Brethren  Church,  through  the  years,  | 
has  steadfastly  refused  to  face  its  problems.  Whenever 
an  individual    church    is    faced   with    a   definite   Spiritual 
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problem  of  discipline — they  nearly  always  decide  the 
issue  by  changing  pastors.  Whenever,  pastors  find  them- 
selves battling  too  great  a  problem,  they  change  churches. 
Denominationally,  we  just  shi'ug  our  shoulders  and,  "Let 
Joe  do  it."  Brethren,  how  long  will  the  Holy  Spirit  strive 
with  a  stiff  necked,  unrepentant  people  ?  We  cannot  lay 
the  blame  at  the  Devil's  doorstep  for  the  evil  imagin- 
ing of  man's  unchanged  heart.  I  say  to  you  this  day — 
"There  is  a  more  Excellent  Way." 

Truly,  friends,  It  is  only  as  the  church  comes  to  rec- 
ognize the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ — yields  to  the  lead- 
ership of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  labors  in  accordance  with 
the  plans  and  purposes  of  God  that  she  will  ever  be  able 
to  do  any  real,  aggressive  work.  Jesus,  by  His  own  ad- 
mission, came  for  only  one  purpose — "To  seek  and  to  save 
the  Lost."  It  is  not  God's  plan  that  any  be  lost.  The  Lord 
is  able  to  raise  up  men  and  women  who  will  consecrate 
their  lives  to  God,  and  go  forward  with  His  Gospel.  May 
the  Spirit  of  God  open  the  hearts  and  purses  of  Brethren 
people,  to  give  of  their  talents  and  their  means  to  make 
possible  the  enlargement  of  our  Blessed  Church. 

Paul  saw  the  early  church  develop  and  extend  its  work 
tremendously.  All  of  this  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
entire  work  was  under  the  control  and  direction  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  He  it  was,  that  energized  and  moved  the 
Church  to  Missionary  endeavour.  In  that  day  there  was 
a  Spirit  prompted,  Spirit  energized,  and  Christ  directed 
program  to  reach  the  lost.  How  sad  to  see  so  little  real 
Evangelistic  effort  these  days.  The  church,  like  your 
body,  must  be  fed  from  without — in  order  to  live.  New 


life  springs  up  from  within,  only  after  the  fuel  comes 
from  without.  Men,  methods,  and  machinery  avail  us  lit- 
tle or  nothing,  unless  consecrated  and  dedicated  to  Him — 
filled  by  His  Holy  Spirit.  The  selfishness,  narrowness, 
and  outright  worldliness  of  the  modern  day  church  is 
actually  crowding  out  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  only  in  a 
return  to  Him  in  humility  and  repentance  that  a  renewal 
of  i^ower  will  come. 

Let  us  glory  in  every  past  gain  for  Him,  and  My 
Prayer  for  another  year  is  that  it  may  be  a  year  of 
great  concern  for  those  millions  outside  the  Body  of 
Christ.  May  it  be  a  year  when  we  will  seek  them  in  all 
patience  and  understanding,  with  Love  as  the  motivating 
principle  of  our  life.  I  know  that  it  will  be  a  year  of 
greater  opportunities  for  the  Brethren  Church.  May  it 
be  a  year  of  Open  Doors  to  receive  new  methods,  new 
techniques,  new  manpower,  nev/  materials,  and  new 
vision.  May  God  help  it  to  be  a  year  of  closer  coopera- 
tion, of  working  together  to  build  a  stronger,  unified, 
progressive  church,  at  local,  state  and  world  levels.  Let 
it  be  a  year  of  new  growth,  numerically  and  spiritually. 
And  a  year  of  greater  courage  in  facing  up  to  our  prob- 
lems, and  seeking  "That  more  excellent  way"  to  solve 
them. 

In  closing,  O  God,  let  it  be  a  year  of  Deepening  Faith. 
Continue  to  strengthen  our  hands,  to  guide  our  feet,  and 
bless  our  effoi'ts  as  we  seek  day  by  day  and  moment  by 
moment  to  know  His  Will  and  to  do  it.  Father — make 
plain— "The  More  Excellent  Way." 

Elkhart,  Indiana. 
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Spiritual  nDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

LEARNING  BY  EXPERIENCE 

. ."  .  .  .  Nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature 
shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  Romans  8:39. 

ECENTLY  I  read  a  comment  by  a  religious  writer 
which,  at  first  caused  me  to  disagree  sharply  with  the 
author.  However,  upon  more  careful  thought  I  came  to  see 
the  simplicity  of  the  thought.  Paul  would  not  have  made 
the  statement  of  our  text  when  he  penned  his  first  epis- 
tles, but  the  writer  of  the  statement  which  aroused  my 
opposition  had  pondered  life  more  deeply  than  I.  Here  is 
his  assertion:  "At  first  the  disciples  went  ahead  with 
faith,  but  blindly,  not  knowing  what  was  going  to  hap- 
pen." Imprisonment,  beatings,  perils  on  sea  and  land, 
hatred,  mocking  taught  Paul  that  God's  love  was  not 
something  uncertain  or  that  might  fail  him  just  when 
he  needed  the  consciousness  of  its  existance  most.  Wher- 
ever the  apostles  went  (Paul  was  speaking  for  his  breth- 
ren), whatever  they  did,  God's  love  went  with  them.  And 
later  mere  faith  gave  way  to  positive  assurance,  and  we 
hear  the  intrepid  old  warrior  heralding  his  faith  in  bold 
certainty  as  he   asserts:   "For  I  know  whom   I  have  be- 


lieved, and  am  persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that 
which  I  have  committed  unto  Him  against  that  day." 

Stephen  was  stoned.  But  while  they  stoned  him  God 
granted  to  him  to  have  a  vision  of  the  eternal  glory  of 
our  heavenly  Father,  and  to  behold  Jesus  standing  at  the 
Father's  right  hand  awaiting  the  coming  of  His  follower. 
God  was  with  Stephen  to  the  end. 

John,  the  beloved  disciple,  when  he  was  old,  and  full 
of  years  had  found  what  the  love  of  God  meant,  and 
wrote  again  and  again  of  the  love  of  God  which  would 
not    forsake    the    believer?    The    poet    has    asserted    that 

"Whoso  draws  near  to  God 

One  step   through    doubtings    dim — 

God  will  advance  straightway 
In  blazing  lights  to  him." 

Experience  has  taught  that  God  is  not  enthroned  so 
high,  nor  yet  enfolded  in  too  much  splendour  to  know 
man,  neither  is  He  forever  alienated  by  degraded  living 
from  the  need  of  man.  Rather,  He  is  always  warm,  com- 
passionate, forgiving,  always  present  with  His  children, 
always  loving. 

"OH  TASTE  AND  SEE  THAT  THE  LORD  IS  GOOD, 
HIS   MERCY  ENDURETH   FOREVER." 
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BRYAN,  OHIO.  BRETHREN  CHURCH  DEDICATES 

REMODELED  SANCTUARY 

and  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  ADDITION! 

May  20,  1956 


M' 


[AY  20TH  was  a  day  of  dedication  for  the  Bryan 
Brethren  Church.  Last  September  11th  work  was 
begun  on  a  30  feet  addition  to  the  east  of  the  church. 
This  addition  gives  the  church  a  new  platform  and  thus 
increases  the  auditorium  and  the  seating  capacity.  It  also 
adds  four  new  classrooms  upstairs  and  a  glassed  in  nur- 
sery. The  floor  of  the  new  choir  loft  removes  to  use  the 
new  baptistry.  Downstairs  it  gives  a  new  kitchen  and  a 
church  study,  plus  added  classroom  space.  The  downstairs 
is  made  so  that  it  can  be  opened  up,  pi-oviding  ample 
room  for  communion  service.  Along  with  the  addition, 
the  entire  church  was  re-decorated  inside  and  outside. 

Previous  to  this,  the  parsonage  was  moved  from  the 
back  of  the  church  to  the  side  of  the  church.  It  now  faces 
on  Main  Street  as  does  the  church.  This  also  leaves  a 
strip  about  40  feet  wide  across  both  lots  for  parking. 
Later  this  summer  this  strip  will  be  leveled  and  stoned. 

The  building  committee  was  headed  by  Rev.  Grumbling, 
with  ten  men  of  the  church  working  on  it  from  time  to 
time.    This    committee    began   its   work  in   1954    and   has 


worked  faithfully  since  then.  Much  of  the  credit  of  build-^ 
ing  goes  to  them.  s 

The  dedication  service  was  set  for  2:30  P.  M.  on  Sun-ij 
day  afternoon.  In  the  morning  we  had  234 
for  Sunday  School  and  238  for  Church.  269  at- 
tended the  afternoon  dedication  service.  Greetings 
from  former  pastors  and  from  some  of  the  community 
churches  were  read.  Rev.  E.  J.  Black  was  present  to 
bring  words  of  greeting  as  a  former  pastor.  Also  pres- 
ent was  Rev.  Smith  Rose  and  family.  Greetings  were! 
brought  by  the  vice  president  of  the  city  Ministerial  As-i 
sociation.  After  a  special  number  by  the  Junior  choir,  j 
the  various  people  responsible  for  the  actual  building  j 
were  recognized.  Then  came  the  recognizing  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  building  committee.  One  of  this  number 
formally  presented  the  addition  to  the  church  for  dedica-i 
tion.  Then  came  the  response  of  dedication  and  the  ded- 
icatory prayer,  led  by  the  pastor. 

After  a  number  by  the  senior  choir.  Rev.  C.  A.,  Stew-v: 
art,  a  former  pastor,  brought  the  message  entitled  "Thei 


BRYAN  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

Back  row:  1-r.  Wayne  Partee,  Clifford  Joday,  Guy  E.  Brown,  Grover  Rusk,  Lyle 
Riter. 

Front  Row:  1-r.:  Jack  Diehl,  Robert  Kerr,  Herbert  Benner,  Solon  Lockhart,  Rev. 
Grumbling. 

Arthur  Speigel,  absent 


rULY  7,  1956 


PAGE  ELEVEN 


Durability  of  the  Church."  Open  house  was  observed  after 
lie  service. 

Not  only  did  we  provide  an  addition  and  remodel 
Ihe  church,  but  we  added  some  new  furnishings.  The 
Isenior  choir  wore  their  new  robes  for  the  first  time  that 
Sunday.  New  folding  tables  were  purchased  for  use  in 
the  communion  service  and  for  occasions  of  pot  luck 
iinners.  A  new  piano  was  purchased  by  the  Good  Will 
Sunday  School  class.  Furniture  for  the  new  nursery  was 
jurchased  by  the  Willing  Hearts  Sunday  School  class. 
!^nd  each  of  the  other  classes  and  organizations  of  the 
ihurch  did  their  part  in  providing  the  necessary  furnish- 
ngs  above  and  beyond  the  working  contract.  Many  peo- 
ple gave  of  their  time  during  the  week  preceding  dedi- 
cation to  come  in  and  clean  the  church.  All  in  all,  it 
las  given  the  Bryan  Brethren  a  greater  spirit  of  work- 
ing together  for  the  Lord.  Indeed,  the  Lord  has  richly 
Dlessed  us,  and  He  has  given  us  a  greater  challenge  for 
His  work. 

Alvin  H.  Grumbling,  Pastor. 


REV.  ALVIN  H.  GRUMBLING 

nDnaanDnnaannnnannnnnnnnnnnnDDgDnDDaapDD 
nDannDnannanannDDanDnnnaDDnnnDaDDDaandaD 

YOUNG  PEOPLE  NOT  PRAYING  IN  PUBLIC 

When  I  was  a  young  man  about  twenty-two 
years  of  age  I  went  to  a  prayer-meeting  one  eve- 
ning of  a  denomination  not  my  own.  Soon  after 
entering  the  place  the  pastor  came  to  me  and 
inquired  if  I  prayed  in  public,  saying  he  could 
hardly  get  any  of  his  young  people  to  do  so.  In- 
forming him  that  I  tried  to  thus  pray  sometimes, 
he  said  he  would  call  upon  me  to  do  so  after  the 
singing  of  the  first  hymn.  On  another  occasion 
I  remember  hearing  a  young  man,  a  professed 
Christian,  say,  "I  cannot  pray  in  public." 

Please  allow  me  to  present  a  few  reasons  why 
some  young  persons,  and  others  too,  are  unwill- 


ing to  pray  in  public.  To  say  that  they  "cannot," 
as  some  do,  is  somewhat  of  a  reflection  on  their 
profession  as  real  Christians.  Making  due  allow- 
ance for  the  natural  timidity  of  some  persons, 
I  content  that  when  the  love  of  God  burns  in  the 
heart  it  will  sometimes  break  out  in  public 
prayer.  I  do  not  say  they  can  pray  equally  well 
either  as  to  language  or  edification.  But  this  is 
not  expected. 

The  reason  why  some  say  that  they  cannot 
pray  in  ppblic  is  because  of  their  wrong  concep- 
tion of  the  nature  of  true  prayer.  They  forget 
that  it  is  simply  the  sincere  outpouring  of  the 
heart  to  God,  irrespective  of  human  embellish- 
ments. Let  us  beware  lest  we  seek  the  praise  of 
men  more  than  the  approbation  of  God. 

Another  reason  for  thinking  one  cannot  pray 
publicly  is  doubtless  because  of  a  failure  to  prac- 
tice. We  should  begin  to  pray  in  public  as  soon 
as  we  are  saved.  It  should  not  only  be  regarded 
as  a  duty,  but  likewise  a  privilege.  It  will  help 
to  develop  one's  spiritual  graces  as  well  as  more 
or  less  prove  a  benefit  to  others.  It  is  well  known 
that  some  of  the  most  inelegant  prayers,  human- 
ly speaking,  have  been  the  means  of  convicting 
and  converting  sinners.  But  they  were  prayers 
in  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  all  may  have  His  help. 
Indeed  without  Him  no  one  can  pray  with  spirit- 
ual effectiveness. 

And  still  another  cause  why  some  do  not  pray 
in  public  is  their  lack  of  secret  prayer.  Thus  they 
fail  to  acquire  the  spirit  and  power  of  prayer. 
When  the  heart  is  kept  aglow  by  daily  and  fre- 
quent private  prayer,  there  will  be  more  or  less 
spontaneous  breaking  out  in  public  petition. 

And  still  another  reason  for  an  unwillingness 
or  inability  to  pray  fervently  in  public  is  the 
failure  devotionally  to  read  and  study  the  Word 
of  God.  The  proper  use  of  the  Bible  will  invar- 
iably kindle  a  spirit  of  devotion.  Some  persons, 
I  am  well  aware,  can  easily  pour  forth  a  volume 
of  words  without  really  praying.  But  the  decep- 
tion is  readily  detected  by  those  living  in  the 
Holy  Spirit.  A  young  man  once  complained  to  a 
preacher  that  he  was  not  getting  along  in  relig- 
ion as  he  would  like.  The  fact  was  revealed  that 
he  seldom  read  the  Book  of  books  and  was  very 
irregular  in  secret  prayer.  There  is  no  volume 
like  the  Oracles  of  God  for  furnishing  us  with 
material  for  true  prayer. — Spurgeon. 
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Vrayer  fHeehng 
Studies 

IBy  G.  T.  §ihner 


FOR  THIS   CRISIS 

We  must  have  Faith,  for  darkness  is  about  us; 

There's  light  beyond,  though  we  have  lost  our  way. 
Oh,   falter   not!   We'll  find   again   the   home   path, 

And  see  the  sunlight  of  a  brighter  day. 

We  must  have  Hope,  for  we  are   near  despairing. 
And  Hope  will   be  an  anchor  to  the  soul; 

Though  stormy  winds  may  roar  their  weird  enchantment, 
Hope,   radiant   Hope,   will  help   us  find    the    goal. 

We   must  have    Love,   and   Love   will   lighten   burdens; 

And  Love  will  bring  us  cheer  and  banish  care. 
The  greatest  blessing  life  can  ever  bring  us 

Is   Love,  which  gives  us  strength  to  do  and  dare. 

Vv^e  must  have   God!   Without  Him  we  are  helpless! 

We've   failed    because   we've   tried   to    go  alone — 
And  now  in  sorrow,   care   and  tribulation. 

Come,    seek    the    Lord,    and    bow    before  His    throne. 

The  Light  will  come!  It  never,  never  fails  us! 

God  ever  lives — His  promises  are  sure; 
He  holds  the  waves — the  winds  are  in  His  fingers, 

In   His   blest   care   our  future   is  secure! 

— Annie  Agnes   Smith. 

TN  A  CRISIS  AT  SEA  Paul  said  to  275  people,  "I  be- 
-^  lieve  God"  (Acts  27:20-25).  God  in  His  Word  has 
given  us  promise  of  great  things  if  we  will  ask  in  faith 
(Mark  11:23,  24).  He  encourages  us  to  have  faith  and 
trust  (Mark  9:23).  God  encourages  us  to  ask  anything 
we  desire  for  His  glory  if  faith  rises  in  hearts  to  claim 
His  blessing  (Matt.  21:22).  To  ask  in  Jesus'  Name  should 
be  a  strengthening  to  our  faith  (John  14:13;  16:24),  We 
are  not  alone  if  we  engage  in  the  Great  Commission — 
God  is  with  us  (Matt.  18:19,  20).  We  are  to  honor  God 
by  asking  big  things  of  Him  (Psalm  81:10).  Nothing  is 
too  hai'd  for  Him  (Jer.  32:26-27)!  God  invites  us  to  call 
upon  Him,  and  He  will  answer  with  things  beyond  our 
knowledge    (Jer.  33:3). 

To  develop  our  faith  we  are  to  give  ourselves  to  Bible 
study  (Rom.  10:17).  "What  He  has  done  for  others,  He 
will  do  for  you"  is  true  because  God  is  no  respecter  of 
persons  (Acts  10:34).  Abraham  believed  God,  "and  he 
counted  it  to  him  for  righteousness"  (Gen.  15:6).  By 
faith  Abraham  offered  up  Isaac  (Heb.  11:17-19),  and  was 
able  to  return  with  the  lad  to  the  sei*vants  who  were 
awaiting  them  in  the  valley  (Gen.  22:5).  Abraham's 
trusted  servant  was  able  by  divine  guidance  to  obtain 
the  right  bride  for  Isaac  (Gen.  24:27,  40,  56).  God  de- 
livered the  giant  Goliath  into  the  hand  of  a  youth  by  the 
name  of  David  (1  Sam.  17:37,  45,  46).  He  spared  the 
three  Hebrew  youths  from  the  destruction  of  a  flaming 
"''nrnace    because    they    believed    God     (Dan.    3:16-18). 


We  believe  God  because  He  has  been  our  Help  in  thi 
past  (Psalm  116:2).  We  are  commanded  to  "have  faitj 
in  God"  (Mark  11:22-24).  In  fact,  unbelief  is  great  wick; 
edness  before  God  (John  3:18-21).  First,  we  are  to  wilj 
to  do  His  will,  and  then  we  shall  know  (John  7:17).  Unj 
belief  is  sinful  disobedience  (Rom.  14:23).  Faith  is  th ; 
way  to  have  one's  prayers  answered  (Mark  11:23).  Eve;| 
a  "grain"  of  faith  is  very  precious  (Matt.  17:20).  Th  | 
Syrophoenician  woman  had  "great  faith"  (Matt.  15:28) i 
And  you  can  believe  (Mark  9:23),  and  have  your  prayer  I 
answered  (Matt.  21:22;  9:28,  29).  Without  faith  we  can 
not   please   God    (Heb.   11:6). 

Let  us  learn  to  be  of  faith  so  that  the  crises  of  lif( 
will  not  crack  us  (Rom.  10:17).  Let  us  give  God  ji 
chance  to  prove  Himself  all  along  (Mai.  3:10).  Let  uil 
keep  our  sins  confessed  sql  that  faith  will  not  diminisl' 
(1  John  3:19-22).  Let  not  faith  be  hindered  by  our  lack] 
ing  in  obedience  (1  John  3:21,  22). Let  us  not  be  lackj 
ing  in  Christian  forgiveness  (Mark  11:25,  26).  Remem 
ber  that  faith  is  a  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (1  Cor.  12:8; 
9;   Luke  17:5). 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.   Anderson 


Lesson  for  July  15,   1956 

JESUS  IS  THE  SAVIOR  OF  MEN 

Lesson:   Hebrews  2:9-13;  4:14-16;  5:7-9 

THE  GREAT  SCOTCH  surgeon.  Sir  James  Simpsor 
was  once  approached  by  a  young  man  who  wished  t 
compliment  him  by  asking  what  he  regarded  as  hi 
greatest  discovery.  The  eminent  scientist  replied  simply 
"My  greatest  discovery  is  that  I  am  a  great  sinner,  an< 
that  Jesus  is  a  great  Savior." 

Men  have  heralded  Jesus  Christ  as  a  great  Teacher 
as  a  forceful  Leader;  as  a  kind  and  sympathetic  Physi 
cian.  Indeed  He  is  all  these — and  more.  We  dare  not  for 
get,  however,  that  over  and  above  all  these,  JESUJ 
CHRIST  IS  THE  SAVIOR  OF  MEN! 

Jesus  Christ  is  able  to  be  the  Savior  of  Men,  because 
as  we  studied  in  last  week's  lesson.  He  is  the  Son  o 
God.  He  who  has  authority  over  all  things  (Heb.  2:8) 
tasted  death  for  every  man  (Heb.  2:9).  This  He  wa 
able  to  do  because  He  identified  Himself  with  man,  b; 
partaking  of  man's  nature,  and  being  clothed  with  hu 
man  flesh. 

The  human  mind  cannot  fully  comprehend  this  blesse 
truth.  What  does  it  mean  to  us  that  Christ  Jesus  our  Lor 
"was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men?"  (Phil.  2:7).  Rea 
Heb.  2:18,  and  4:15  in  Williams  translation:  "For  ir 
asmuch  as  He  has  suffered  Himself  by  being  temptec 
He  is  able  to  give  immediate  help  to  any  that  are  temptec 
.  -  .  For  we  do  not  have  a  High  Priest  who  is  incapabl 
of  sympathizing  with  us  in  our  weakness  ..." 

It  was  through  suffering  that  Jesus  became  the  Sa^ 
ior  of  the  world.  "Although  He  was  a  Son,  He  learne 
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:rom  what  He  suffered  how  to  obey"  (Wms. — 5:8). 
^''herein  did  He  suffer?  Gethsemane  was  a  place  of  suf- 
ering:  "And  being  in  an  agony  H©  prayed  .  .  .  and  His 
;weat  was  as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood  falling  down 
0  the  ground"  (Luke  22:44).  Then  there  was  the  Cross: 
'My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  Me?"  (Matt. 
!7:46). 

Because  Christ  suffered  for  us  "He  became  the  author 
•f  eternal  salvation  unto  all  them  that  obey  Him"  (5:9). 
'Jo  wonder  the  poet  could  say: 

"In  peace  let  me  resign  my  breath, 

And  Thy  sa.lvation  see; 
My   sins   deserve   eternal   death, 

But  Jesus   died  for  me." 

Remember  all  this  the  writer  of  Hebrews  was  writing 
0  Christians  being  subject  to  persecution  and  trial — 
Christians  who  needed  strength  to  remain  faithful  to  their 
jord.  Now  the  writer  told  them  they  possessed  a  Savior 
vho  had  been  willing  to  leave  heaven's  glory,  and  come 
o  this  sin-cursed  earth  in  the  form  of  flesh,  in  order  that 
le  might  suffer  and   die   for  them! 

Therefore  he  exhorts  them:  "Let  us  hold  fast  the  pro- 
ession  of  our  faith  without  wavering;  (for  He  is  faith- 
ul  that  promised;)"    (10:23). 
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OYLER-DEETER.  On  Sunday,  2:30  P.  M.,  June  10,  oc- 
urred  the  marriage  of  Florence  Oyler  and  Gary  Deeter, 
t  the  Seward  Ave.,  Baptist  Church,  Topeka,  Kans.  Gary 
3  a  son  of  Loyde  E.  Deeter,  and  a  grandson  of  Rev.  W.  R. 
)eeter.  Rev.  Brumme,  the  pastor,  gave  the  preliminaries, 
nd  Rev.  Deeter  read  the  marriage  lines.  The  couple  have 
leen  doing  local  mission  work  for  two  years,  and  have 
pent  some  years  in  Prairie  Bible  Institute  in  Canada, 
'hey  want  to  do  mission  work  in  South  America  when 
hrough  school.  They  are  a  talented  couple  and  devoted  to 
he  Lord's  work. 

W.  R.  Deeter,  Topeka,  Kansas,  R.  5. 
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TOWSLEE.  Rosa  Ella  (Deeter)  Towslee,  was  born  in 
/liami  Co.,  Ohio,  August  1867.  Passed  over  at  Norcatur, 
Cans.,  June  8,  1956,  near  89  years.  Married  to  Irving 
^wslee,  Mar.  1893.  Three  children  were  born.  Baptized 
>y  Elder  D.  M.  Writtenhouse  and  was  a  member  of  the 
brethren  Church.  Funeral  services  at  Norcatur  on  June 
.2.  Was  the  oldest  sister  of  Rev.  W.  R.  Deeter. 

W.  R.  Deeter,  Topeka,  Kansas,  R.  5. 
*     *     * 

TEMPLE.  Melvin  M.  Temple,  born  Sept.  1,  1879,  in 
/erdon,  Nebr.  Passed  on  June  8,  1956,  at  Wymore, 
'Jebr.  Burial  was  June  12.  In  his  early  manhood  he  was 
L  member  of  the  Brethren  Church  in  Norton  Co.,  Kans. 


Married  to  AUura  Sloan  in  1906.  One  daughter  was  born. 
Was  the  older  brother  of  Mrs.  Rev.  W.  R.  Deeter. 

W.  R.  Deeter,  Topeka,  Kansas,  R.  5. 

*  *     * 

OSBORN.  Harvey  M.  Osbom,  66,  died  June  10,  1956, 
after  an  illness  of  nine  months.  Married  to  Edna  Mech- 
ling,  Dec.  25,  1912.  Besides  his  widow,  survived  by  one 
daughter,  two  grandsons  and  one  brother.  Long  a  member 
of  the  Tiosa  Brethren  Church.  Funeral  sei^vices  conducted 
in  the  Church  by  his  pastor.  Rev.  Wayne  Swihart,  as- 
sisted by  Dr.  E.  M.  Riddle.  Interment,  Richland  Center 
I.  O.  0.  F.  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Otto  Kath,  Ch.  Corr. 

*  *     * 

CRIST.  Mrs.  Stanley  F.  Crist,  departed  this  life  May 
15,  1956,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  after  a  brie;f  illness 
with  a  rare  bone  and  blood  malignancy.  From  young 
womanhood  she  had  been  a  member  of  the  Olivet  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  On  May  15th,  1955,  she  enrolled  as  a 
Charter  member  of  The  Newark  Brethren  Church,  and 
was  subsequently  elected  Financial  Secretary.  Surviving 
are  the  husband,  three  daughters,  three  sons,  ten  grand 
children,  two  great  grandchildren,  two  sisters  and  three 
brothers.  The  funeral  was  conducted  from  a  Newark 
Chapel  with  the  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Hollinger,  Pastor  of 
the  Olivet  Church  officiating,  assisted  by  this  Pastor  of 
the  Newark  Brethren  Church. 

William  S.  Crick. 
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GOD'S  WILL  IS  BEST 

God's  will  is  better  than  our  will, 

It's  always  right  and  good. 
I  would  not  have  my  way  at  all, 

Not  even  if  I  could. 
God  holds  the  future  in  His  hands 

And  scans  the  unspent  years; 
He  knows  the  trying  hours  ahead, 

The  pain  and  bitter  tears. 

Oh!  just  to  leave  it  all  with  Him 

And  lean  upon  His  breast. 
To  know,  whatever  comes  or  goes, 

That  His  dear  will  is  best. 
Oh!  just  to  let  Him  have  His  way, 

With  heart  and  life  and  soul, 
Brings  peace  so  sweet,  and  joy  divine, 

And  leads  us  safely  Home. 

We  cannot  understand,  sometimes, 

Why  things  do  happen  so, 
Nor  why  the  way  is  often  rough 

That  we  are  called  to  go. 
But  in  the  meadow's  sunlight 

Or  through  the  mountain's  cleft, 
Hold  Him  gently  by  the  hand 

And  KNOW  His  will  is  best. 

— ^^Thelma  Curtis. 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth   Director 


A  MESSAGE  FROM  "BILL"  FELLS 
BRETHREN  YOUTH  TREASURER 

LAST  MARCH  Clarence  Stogsdill  requested  that  all  the 
Youth  Board  Members  write  an  article  in  regard  to 
the  BRETHREN  YOUTH  OFFERING  which  was  to  be 
received  in  the  month  of  MAY.  The  other  members  of  the 
Board  did  a  wonderful  piece  of  work  of  informing  you 
about  our  work  and  it  was  my  opinion  then  and  is  now 
that  my  article  would  be  more  timely  NOW. 

The  Brethren  Youth,  through  the  treasurer,  would  like 
to  thank  the  Brethren  Church  and  her  members  and 
friends  for  the  response  they  have  given  to  our  request. 
As  of  this  date,  June  26,  1956,  we  have  seventy-one  en- 
tries in  the  May  Offering  Column  of  our  Books,  and  we 
are  grateful  for  all  of  this.  There  are  many  personal 
gifts  as  well  as  the  great  number  from  the  Churches. 
But,  as  you  know,  there  are  one  hundred  and  seven 
Brethren  Churches.  These  figures  show  that  something 
over  half  of  our  churches  have  not  responded  to  this  call. 
If  the  youth  don't  count  in  your  Church  who  are  going 
to  be  the  members  in  your  Church  tomorrow  ?  There  must 
be  quite  a  number  of  young  people  around  your  Church 
neighborhood  that  need  the  Church.  And  your  National 
Brethren  Youth  Board  is  organized  to  help  both  the 
Church   and  the  Youth. 

If  you  do  a  little  i-apid  calculation  you  will  see  that 
the  average  offering  from  each  of  our  107  Churches 
should  be  approximately  Eighty  dollars  ($80.00)  if  we 
are  to  have  a  budget  of  Eighty-five  hundred  Dollars 
($8500.00).  And  you  know  that  there  are  some  that  can't 
give  Eighty  dollars  ($80.00),  and  this  means  that  some- 
one will  have  to  give  more  than  their  share.  Who  will 
be  the  next  pastor,  youth  director,  youth  sponsor,  or 
other  interested  party  to  inform  the  Treasurer  of  their 
Church  that  the  Brethren  Youth  Organization  needs  a 
check  from  him  or  her,  in  the  name  of  the  Church,  for 
Eighty  dollars  ($80.00)  ?  Again  a  word  of  thanks  to  all 
you  who  have  sent  in  your  offering,  and  especially  to 
those  who  have  done  more  than  their  share. 

Sincerely  yours, 

H.   WILLIAM    FELLS,   TREASURER 
BRETHREN  YOUTH  BOARD 
232  Sherman  Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


CHANGE  IN  CRUSADER  PLANS 

DUE  TO  UNFORESEEN  and  unavoidable  circum- 
stances in  Newark,  Ohio,  Rev.  Crick  notified  us  that 
it  was  necessary  to  cancel  their  Bible  School,  We  are 
sorry  that  this  was  necessary,  but  we'll  look  forward  to  a 
bigger  and  better  endeavor  next  year.  This  change  ne- 
cessitated a  change  in  the  location  of  the  Girls'  Crusader 


Team  from  June  25  through  July  8.  Therefore,  Carol 
Johnson  and  Carol  Berkshire  have  been  helping  to  oper- 
ate the  Bible  School  in  Teegarden,  Indiana  for  this  pe- 
riod. Our  thanks  to  Brother  Edgar  Berkshire  for  his  will- 
ingness to  work  these  Crusaders  into  their  program. 

Bonnie  Swihart  and  the  workers  at  Lost  Creek  had  50 
pupils  enrolled  in  their  first  day  of  Bible  School  at  River- 
side Christian  Training  School  on  June  18.  That  same  day 
Susan  Miller  and  Joann  Rummel  enrolled  20  at  the  Rowdy 
Bible  School.  Boy,  these  girls  do  a  good  job.  Watch  for  a 
letter  of  appreciation  for  their  work  in  the  coming  issue 
of  the  BRETHREN  YOUTH  MAGAZINE. 

If  you  are  driving  through  Kentucky  any  time,  be  sure 
to  stop  at  Lost  Creek  and  see  the  work  Dorman  Ronk, 
Mr.  Teed,  and  Mr.  Hall  are  doing  on  the  parsonage  and 
classroom  building.  Brethren,  this  is  fertile  ground  for 
training  young  people.  Back  it! 

SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 

Taking  the  place  of  Mrs.  Bea  Bischof  is  certainly  not 
an  easy  task,  but  the  opportunity  to  speak  to  the  Sister- 
hood Girls  in  her  absence  was  much  appreciated.  It  was 
stressed  at  that  gathering  that  Brethren  Youth  is  willing 
to  help  and  serve  every  youth  organization  in  the  Church 
with  its  rallies,  meetings  and  individu£i,l  lives.  Perhaps 
some  girls  from  that  group  will  be  Crusaders  in  the 
coming  years. 

Time  given  on  the  District  Conference  program  was 
used  to  push  present  and  future  plans  of  Brethren  Youthi, 
and,  of  course,  pass  the  "fish  bowl."  It  was  an  enjoyable! 
visit  to   Oak   Hill. 

ANYTHING  GOES  HERE 

I  hope  that  the  married  life  of  Jerry  Flora  and  Juliaj 
Tritch   will   not  be   as  "stormy"  as    their    wedding    day 
June  23.  God's  blessing  of  happiness  on  these  two  Breth-  i 
ren  Youth. 

CAMP  JUNIATA  { 

The   warm   welcome   given  by  Walter  Wertz  and  LyLJ 
Lichtenberger,  manager  and  dean  of  Camp  Juniata,  wasj 
appreciated  during   my   day-long   visit   there.    They  kepi 
me  out  of  trouble  by  showing  pictures,  speaking  in  chapel  j 
swimming   and   serving  as  a  boys'   counsellor   one   night  1 
Why  won't  those  fellows  from  Vinco  and  Masontown  gt  j 
to   sleep   on   the   first  night  of  camp  ?    That's  a  problen 
broad    enough    to    be    a   thesis    subject.     Encourage    you 
young  people  to  take  advantage  of  this  valuable  traininj 
ground  for  their  lives  next  year.  The  spirit  there  is  fine 

CAMP  ZION 

The  same  cordial  greeting  was  extended  by  Rev.  Joh 
Byler   and    Rev.    Bob   Keplinger  at   Zion.   This  whopping  | 
big  camp  of  107  provided  an  enjoyable  day  of  service.    I 
may  have   made   a  few  enemies  with  a   bad   call   durin 
the  soft-ball  game,  but  all  was  forgotten  when  we  bega 
to  build  nine-man  pyramids  in  the  swimmin'  hole.  Thes 
times  of  fun  were  only  side  lights  to  the  main  purposl 
of   the    visit — that    of    representing   Brethren   Youth   an 
challenging  the  campers  in  the    name    of    Jesus    Chris 
after  supper  and  at  camp  fire,  respectively.  Your  youn 
folks   are    eager  to   learn   and   know    of    lasting    value 
Thanks,  Ohio  campers,  for  a  good  time. 
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TRAVELING  ON 

July  2-9     Camp  Blackhawk,  Muscatine, 

Iowa 

July  9        Visit   to  Elgin,   Illinois 

July  10      Camp  Shipshewana 

July  12-15     Ohio  District  Conference 

THE   BOTTOM  OF  THE  FISH   BOWL   IS   COVERED 

are  you  coming  to  national  brethren  youth  in  ashland, 
ohio,  august  13  thru  19  ? 


T^he   }\/omens    rdorner 

•oe^  •'Qcy*  ""oe^ 

by   Helen  Jordan 


The  3  B's  of  Good  Membership 

AS  BRETHREN  WOMEN  one  of  our  first  duties  is  to 
be  a  good  member  of  our  church,  our  W.  M.  S., 
Sunday  School  class  or  whatever  organization  in  which 
we  hold  membership.  It  is  also  important  to  learn  to  be 
a  good  Christian  member  of  any  Community  project  or 
group  that  we  come  ini  contact  with  as  by  our  actions 
in  other  activities  we  show  the  world  how  we  respect  and 
love  our  Saviour  and  our  church.  If  we  follow  the  3  B's 
of  membership  we  will  help  ourselves,  as  well  as  others 
to  have  a  better  fellowship  with  our  sisters  and  brothers 
in  Christ. 

1 — Believe.  One  of  the  first  steps  in  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  is  found  in  Mark  16:16.  "He  that  be- 
lieveth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved;  but  he  that  believ- 
eth  not  shall  be  damned."  We  must  truly  believe,  and 
in  doing  so  we  will  have  faith  and  hope  in  all  things. 

2 — Belong.  If  we  believe  enough  in  anything  we  will 
naturally  want  to  belong,  for  it  is  only  by  belonging  and 
working  that  we  accomplish  that  which  is  good  in  our 
Lord's  sight.  However*  just  belonging  does  not  mean  much 
to  us  or  to  our  fellow  man  if  we  do  not  really  work  at 
it  as  we  find  in  Jameg  2:17.  "Even  so  faith,  if  it  hath  not 
works,  is  dead,  being  alone." 

3 — Be  on  time.  How  often  in  our  work  for  the  Lord  do 
we  find  ourselves  at  a  standstill  because  others  are  not 
on  time.  Perhaps  the  best  story  in  the  Bible  to  point  out 
the  importance  of  this  "B"  is  in  the  parable  of  the  wise 
and  foolish  virgins,  for  like  those  who  came  too  late,  we 
may  lose  out  on  the  important  things  of  life  and  in  after- 
life if  we  do  not  make  being  on  time  an  important  part 
of  our  lives. 

I  hope  that  by  meditating  a  little  while  on  these  3 
"B"s  we  might  strive  to  be  better  members  of  our  church 
and  our  W.  M.  S.  We  will  find  that  not  only  will  our 
societies  grow  by  our  efforts,  but  we  will  in  a  small  way, 
grow  as  Jesus  did  "in  wisdom  and  stature  and  in  favor 
with  God  and  man."  Luke  2:52. 

DO   YOU  JUST  BELONG? 

Are  you  an  active  member:  the  kind  that  would  be  missed. 
Or  are  you  just  content  that  your  name  is  on  the  list? 
Do  you  attend  the  meetings  and  mingle  with  the  flock. 
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Or  do  you  stay  at  home  and  criticise  and  knock? 

Do  you  ever  go  to  visit  a  member  that  is  sick. 

Or  leave  the  work  to  just  a  few  and  talk  about  a  clique? 

There's  quite  a  program  scheduled  that  I'm  sure  you've 

heard  about. 
And  we'll  all  appreciate  it  if  you'll  come  and  help  us  out. 
Do  come  to  the  meeting  often  and  help  with  hand  and 

heart. 
Don't  be  just  a  member — Dig  in.  Do  your  part. 
Think  this  over,  folks,  you  know  right  from  wrong. 
Are  you  an  active  member  or  do  you  just  belong? 

— "Author  Unknown." 

Mrs.  Donald  L.  Kollar, 

South  Bend,  Indiana. 


PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT  W.  M.  S. 

BANQUET  RESERVATIONS 

All  persons  interested  in  attending  this  ban- 
quet please  notice  that  it  will  be  held  THURS- 
DAY evening,  at  5:30  P.  M.  D.  S.  T.  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  corner  of  Spring  Street 
and  Chandler  Ave.,  Johnstown,  Penna. 

All  reservations  must  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Floyd 
Benshoff,  148  Wilson  St.,  Johnstown,  Penna.,  be- 
fore July  15! 

Miriam  M.  Bird. 

WHAT  SHALL  HELL  BE  LIKE! 

"To  go  into  hell,  into  the  fire  that  never  shall 
be  quenched." — Mark  9:43. 

An  old  Scotch  preacher  was  passing  a  glass 
factory  just  before  going  to  church  to  preach.  As 
a  door  was  ajar,  and  it  was  some  time  till  the 
service,  he  stepped  inside.  One  of  the  large  fur- 
naces had  just  been  opened.  He  gazed  into  the 
white,  blue  and  purple  mass  of  liquid  flame  until 
it  nearly  seared  his  face.  As  he  turned  away,  un- 
aware of  anyone  being  present,  he  exclaimed  "Ho, 
mon,  what  shall  hell  be  like!" 

A  stoker  standing  in  the  shadow  heard  him. 
Several  nights  later  at  the  church  a  man  came 
up  to  him.  "You  don't  know  me,  but  the  other 
night  when  you  stepped  into  the  furnace  room  I 
heard  what  you  said.  Every  time  I  have  opened 
that  furnace  since  then,  the  words  have  rung  in 
my  mind,  'What  shall  hell  be  like!'  I  have  come 
tonight  to  find  out  the  way  of  salvation  so  that  I 
will  not  have  to  find  out  what  hell  is  like. — Sel. 


Brethren  Historical   library 
Manchester  C  olleg(£f'     ■- 
N.    Manchester,   Ind«      ~    • 
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FOR   CHOIRS 

"CHOIR   FAVORITES"  Series 

Choir  Favorites   #  1 

96  pages  of  special  arrangements 
for  volunteer  and  rally  choirs. 

The  arrangements  are  simple,  yet 
effective  and  include  favorites  that 
have  endured  through  the  years, 
such  as: 

God  So  Loved  the  World 
Hallelujah  for  the   Cross 
At  the  Battle's  Front 
Size5%"x8%".  85?!;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

Choir  Favorites  #2 

82  all-time  choir  favorites  includ- 
ing such  popular  numbers  as: 
BaUn  in  Gilead 
Just   Keep    On   Praying 
Follow,  I  Will  Folio IV  Thee 
Si2e5%"x8%".  859i;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

"GOSPEL  CHOIR  CLASSICS" 
Series 

Gospel  Choir  Classics   #  1 

20  especially  arranged  choir  fav- 
orites, wonderfully  suitable  for  vol- 
unteer choirs,   including: 

Overshadowed 

Wonderful  Peace 
Size  6%"  X  10^/4".  Paper,  600 

Gospel  Choir  Classics  #  2 

20  more  choir  favorites  especially 
chosen  for  volunteer  choirs,  includ- 
ing: 

Turn  Your  Eyes  Upon  Jesus 
After 
Size  6%"  X  10^/4".  Paper,  fiOji 

FOR    MEN 

"SING   MEN"  Series 
Sing   Men   #  T 

63  favorite  songs  for  men's  quar- 
tets,   octets,    and    ensembles    like; 

I'fn   a-Trampin' 

On  the  Jericho  Road 
Size  6%"  X  lOi^".  Paper,  15^ 

Sing  Men   #  2 

6A  gospel  song  favorites  for  men's 
quartets,    octets,    etc.,    like: 

Balm  in   Gilead 

The  Love  of  God 
Size  6%"  X  IQi/^".  Paper,  75?; 


Sing  Men   #3 

56  favorite  gospel  songs  especially 
arranged   for   men's   voices. 
My  Sins  Are   Gone 
When  I  Met  My  Saviour 
Size  6%"  X  101/2".  Paper,  75?; 

"SINGSPIRATION"   Series 
Singspiration   #  1 

91   songs,   choruses   such  as: 
For  God  So  Loved  the  World 
If   You    Want  Joy 
Size6"x8y8"        3591;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  2 
111   favorites   like: 

All   Because  of   Calvary 
Why  Do  I  Sing  About  Jesus? 
Size  6"x8y8"        35y!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  3 

106  songs,   choruses  such  as: 
Thank   You,  Lord 
No  One  Ever  Cared  For  Me 
Size  6"x8ys"        35^;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  4 

108   songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Life  Begins 

Sutnmerti?ne   in   My   Heart 
Size  6"x8%"       i^i;   3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  5 

77  songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Cleanse  Me 
It's   in   My  Heart 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?i;   3  for  $1,00 
Singspiration  #  6 
70  songs,   choruses  such  as: 
Everybody   Ought  to  Know 
Isn't   He    Wonderful? 
Size  6"  X  ays"        35?l;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  7 

51   songs,  choruses  such  as: 
God  Can   Do  Anything 
Let's    Talk    About   Jesus 
Size  6"x8ys"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  8 

67    popular    songs    and    choruses. 
Burdens  Are  Lifted  at  Calvary 
He   Is   All   I   Need 
He   Walks  Before  Me 
Size  6"x8y8".       35?!;  3  for  $1.00 

FOR    DUETS 
Let's  Sing   Duets 

32  special  duet  arrangements  like: 
I've  Discovered  the   Way  of 

Gladness 
Precious  Hiding  Place 
Size  6%"  x  10"  60?! 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Dr.  William  Leach,  Church  Con- 
sultant and  Editor  of  Church  Management,  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Louisville  Church,  on  July 
8th.  Special  meetings  were  also  held  Monday  evening. 
Object  of  the  meetings  was  to  study  the  possibilities  for 
growth  and  expansion,  to  help  to  know  when  and  how  to 
build. 

July  8th  was  also  observed  as  100%  Day  in  Sunday 
School,  with  each  class  encouraged  to  have  100%  of  their 
enrollment  present. 

GLENFORD,  OHIO.  The  Glenford  Church  observed 
their  Homecoming  on  July  8th.  Guest  speaker  was  Dr.  J. 
Garber  Drushal,  Wooster,  Ohio,  a  former  pastor.  Morning 
services  were  followed  by  a  carry-in  fellowship  dinner, 
and  an  afternoon  service.  (Ed.  Note:  We  are  sorry  this 
announcement  did  not  reach  us  in  time  for  inclusion  in 
a  previous  issue,  but  we  are  glad  to  call  attention  to  this 
fine  program  and  day  observed  by  the  Glenford  Brethren.) 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Richard  Allison,  assistant  pas- 
tor of  the  Goshen  Church,  is  the  scheduled  guest  speaker 
in  the  Warsaw  Church  on  July  15th,  when  the  Brethren 
Youth  will  present  their  public  service. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Brother  J.  D.  Hamel  has 
recently  completed  a  series  of  sermons  on  Notre  Dame 
University's   Television  Program  over  WNDU. 

MANTECA,  CALIF.  Brother  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  on  a  card 
to  the  Editor,  notes  as  of  date  June  19th,  that,  "To  date 
99  meal  tickets  have  been  sold  for  Camp  Berea,  and  there 
are  80  regularly  on  the  grounds."  A  later  card  notes  that 
the  enrollment  is  increased  over  that  reported."  Brother 
Gilmer  has  promised  pictures  and  a  write-up  of  their 
camp,  for  the  Evangelist. 


SUGGESTIONS  ON  REACHING 
ASHLAND  NEXT  MONTH 

DELEGATES  TO  THE  68th  General  Conference  of  the 
Brethren  Church  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  next  month  will 
find  things  a  little  different  relative  to  highways  in  Ohio 
and  around  Ashland.  We  pass  a  few  suggestions  on  toi 
you  for  your  consideration.  j 

COMING  TO  ASHLAND  FROM  POINTS  EAST.  Since 
last  Conference,  the  Ohio  Turnpike  has  been  opened,  of- 
fering easier  and  swifter  access  to  Ashland.  All  reports 
to  the  contrary,  even  though  it  adds  a  few  miles,  the  best 
way  to  Ashland,  using  the  Ohio  Turnpike,  is  to  drive  west 
to  the  Strongsville-Cleveland  Interchange,  which  is  No.  | 
10.  Turning  south  on  U.  S.  Rt.  42  brings  you  right  into  | 
Ashland.  (The  few  extra  miles  driven  this  way  is  morej 
than  compensated  by  the  freedom  from  mile  after  mile  ofj 
truck  traffic  experienced  on  U.  S.  Rt.  224,  and  other 
routes.) 

LIKEWISE,    COMING    FROM    POINTS    WEST,     and 

using  the  Ohio  Turnpike,  we  suggest  you  drive  east  on 
the  Turnpike  to  the  Sandusky-Norwalk  Interchange, 
which  is  No.  7.  Turn  south  on  U.  S.  Rt.  250  right  into 
Ashland. 

AT  THE  CITY  OF  ASHLAND  another  very  impor- 
tant change  has  been  made.  Since  last  Conference  a  Rt. 
42  By-Pass  has  been  opened  around  the  city.  Route  42 
does  not  go  through  Ashland  now.  Thus ,  it  is  important 
that  those  coming  into  Ashland  either  way  on  Rt.  42 
should  watch  carefully  for  signs,  for,  if  you  don't  yov 
may  miss  us  (sob)  altogether.  W.  S.  B. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE  PROGRAM 

The  General  Conference  program  has  been  receive*' 
from  Executive  Committee  Secretary,  Rev.  T.  A.  Shan< 
non,  and  will  appear  in  next  week's  EVANGELIST. 


PASTOR  NEEDED 

The  Brethren  Church  of  Gratis,  Ohio,  desires  to  contact 
anyone  interested  in  the  pastorate  of  this  Church. 
Write  to: 

Mrs,  Roy  M.  Brubaker,  Church  Secretary, 

R.  R.  2, 

West  Alexandria,  Ohio 


PASTORATE  OPEN 

Since  our  Pastor,  Rev,  J.  F.  Burton,  will  be  leaving  th* 
pastorate  here  at  Mulvane,  Kansas  on  September  1,  19561 
the  Mulvane  Brethren  Church  will  be  in  need  of  a  pastoj 
at  that  time.  Any  Brethren  Minister  interested  in  com ' 
ing  to  Mulvane  is  invited  to  communicate  with, 

Dwight    E.    Bishard,   Corresponding    Secretary, 

643  E.  Mulvane  St., 

Mulvane,  Kansas. 


-Jd 
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7ke  e.  V.  &  e.  e.  IReports 


AT  THE  1955  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  the 
delegates  approved,  upon  recommendation  of 
retiring  Moderator  W.  B.  Brant,  the  formation 
of  a  Co-Ordination  Planning  Committee. 

This  Committee,  composed  of  representatives 
of  the  various  Boards  and  Auxiliaries  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  was  given  the  responsibility 
of  looking  at  the  problems,  the  organization,  and 
the  areas  of  potential  growth  in  the  Church,  and 
to  bring  a  report  of  their  findings  and  sugges- 
tions to  the  1956  General  Conference, 

The  Committee  has  been  faithful  to  their 
charge,  and  a  summary  report  of  their  work  ap- 
pears on  pages  ten  and  eleven  in  this  Evangelist. 

By  action  of  the  Committee  it  was  decided  to 
print  said  report  of  its  findings  at  this  time  in 
order  to  give  the  Brethren  a  chance  to  study  the 
Committee's  action.  Thus,  every  interested  Breth- 
ren can,  in  the  next  few  weeks,  study  this  re- 
port, become  intelligently  and  factually  informed 
on  what  this  Committee  has  been  doing  this 
year,  and  desires  to  see  done  in  the  foreseeable 
future. 

We  would  urge  every  Brethren  who  is  planning 
on  coming  to  General  Conference  next  month,  to 
study  this  report.  Much  time  and  explanation  can 
thus  be  saved  when  the  report  is  made  to  Gen- 
eral Conference  by  a  forehand  understanding  of 
its  content.  The  report  is  to  be  presented  to  Con- 
ference on  Wednesday  morning. 

It  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  even  though  this 
Committee  spent  hours  in  deliberation  and  dis- 
cussion, that  every  member  is  aware  that  only 
the  surface  has  been  scratched.  Much,  much  more 
yet  remains  to  be  done.  But  the  Committee  has 
made  a  great  start  and  has  done  a  wonderful  job 
this  year.  As  you  read  their  report,  you  will  note 
the  depth  and  value  of  their  work  and  their  sug- 
gestions. 


This  is  the  report  for  which  the  Brethren 
Church  has  been  waiting.  The  Central  Planning 
and  Co-Ordinating  Committee  (its  suggested  of- 
ficial name)  presents  it  to  you  for  your  study 
now,  and  for  your  consideration  and  opinion  in 
the  coming  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren 
Church, 

We  suggest  that  as  you  study  this  report,  that 
you  will  also  giwe  much  time  to  prayer,  asking 
that  the  Lord  will  continue  to  guide  the  Com- 
mittee, the  delegates,  and  the  church  this  com- 
ing month  in  Conference,  that  as  a  result  of 
working  together  there  might  come  a  true  ad- 
vance in  the  business  of  the  church —  the  witness 
of  the  gospel  at  home  and  abroad. 

This  is  the  day  and  age  when  men  are  slipping 
their  moorings.  Many  do  not  have  any  real  se- 
curity. Materialism  appears  to  be  the  answer,  but 
men's  spiritual  problems  are  not  being  solved 
by  things  of  iron,  wood  and  stone.  Only  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ  can  bring  peace  of  mind  to  troubled 
hearts.  If  our  Church,  under  the  will  and  the 
Spirit  of  God  can  plan  and  produce  in  a  way  that 
unmoored  men  will  find  the  eternal  Christ  to 
Whom  they  can  tie  their  ropes  of  faith,  then  we 
have  not  labored  in  vain.  Men,  even  though  not 
admitting  it,  are  seeking  for  security.  It  is  our 
prayer,  that  by  our  witness,  men  might  be 
brought  to  Christ,  for  now  and  eternity. 

To  this  end,  the  Central  Planning  and  Co-Or- 
dinating Committee  has  worked.  To  this  end,  we 
must  now  study  their  report,  and  to  this  end  we 
must  evaluate  and  consider  their  efforts,  in  next 
month's  General  Conference.    W.  S.  B. 
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by  Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum 


Boyhood  Days  on  the 


Part  One 


old  Deffenbaugh  Farm 


THE  HALCYON  CARE-FREE  DAYS  of  boyhood  only 
become  so  when  viewed  from  the  eminence  of  years. 
It  was  in  the  Spring  of  1893  that  a  young  man,  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age,  wife  and  two  small  sons,  one  three 
years  of  age  and  one  nearly  two,  moved  from  Glenford, 
Ohio,  to  the  fann  of  Samuel  Deffenbaugh.  The  couple 
and  family  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Ankrum,  (Arm- 
strong, usually  shortened  to  Arm,)  sons,  the  Author  and 
younger  brother,  Earl.  It  was  to  the  farm  of  Uncle  Sam 
and  Aunt  Mary;  Mrs.  Deffenbaugh  was  a  sister  of 
Jason  Mack,  the  father  of  Lucinda  Mack  Ankrum.  A.  L. 
Ankrum  and  wife  had  located  in  Glenford,  Ohio,  after 
their  marriage,  where  he  was  employed  on  the  Railroad. 
However  it  was  thought  desirable  to  move  from  the  town 
to  the  farm.  After  discussions,  terms  were  agi'eed  upon. 
They  were  those  common,  in  that  day.  A  house  was  fur- 
nished, feed  for  one  horse,  meat,  a  cow  pastured,  a  gar- 
den with  the  opportunity  to  raise  some  chickens,  and  the 
sum  of  $200.00  a  year  as  wages.  This  figured  out  to  some 
$16.66  a  month  cash. 

The  Deffenbaugh  farm  was  one  of  some  400  acres  and 
was  located  four  miles  east  of  Glenford.  Part  of  it,  a 
small  part  was  in  Licking  County  while  the  bulk  was  in 
Perry  County.  There  were  three  houses  on  the  farm. 
There  was  a  large  brick  house  on  the  hill;  a  couple  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  east,  a  large  brick  house  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  hill,  and  just  across  a  small  ravine  in  which 
was  a  spring.  To  the  west  was  a  frame  house  consid- 
erably older.  It  was  into  the  frame  house  that  the  Ank- 
rums  moved.  The  brick  house  just  across  on  the  other  side 
of  the  free  flowing  spring  was  unoccupied.  The  brick  for 
both  houses  had  been  burned  on  the  site  or  nearby.  The 
empty  house  had  been  occupied  by  John  and  Elizabeth 
Deffenbaugh,  father  and  mother  of  Samuel,  until  John's 
death  in  1891.  "Aunt"  Betsy  as  she  was  commonly  called 
had  moved  up  on  the  hill  with  her  son  Samuel  and  fam- 
ily. The  brick  house  was  still  furnished  with  "Aunt 
Betsy's"  furniture.  No  one  was  going  to  live  in  it  while 
she  was  living.  The  occupants  of  the  upper  house  were 
Samuel  and  Mary  Mack  Deffenbaugh,  "Aunt"  Sarah  Ann 
Mack,  the  son  Charles  and  his  wife  Minnie,  and  Ethel, 
twenty  years  younger  than  her  brother  Charles.  Charles 
and   Minnie    Oaks   of   Trotwood,  Ohio,  had    been  manned 


in  1891.  They  met  while  students  in  Ashland  College,  even 
as  many  others  have   done. 

The  Deffenbaugh  farm  was  surrounded  by  the  follow- 
ing neighbors;  on  the  north,  the  neighbor  was  Ed  Hupp 
and  family;  to  the  east  was  Mui'ray  Bowser.  Southeast 
was  the  Civil  War  veteran,  John  Ford,  and  wife.  They 
were  members  of  the  Greenwood  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
or,  "Conservative"  church.  Beyond  Fords  were  Florance 
Eversole  and  wife.  She  was  a  sister  of  Mrs.  A.  L.  Ank- 
rum. To  the  south  was  Frank  Coble.  To  the  west  and 
southwest  were  Martin  Daugherty,  and  joining  him  Jason 
Mack,  wife,  and  son,  Jacob.  Jason  was  the  brother  of 
Mary  Deffenbaugh  and  was  commonly  called  "Uncle 
Jesse."  He  was  also  the  father  of  Lucinda  Ankrum  and 
011a  Eversole.  To  the  west  was  the  farm  of  John  Brad- 
shaw  and  wife,  Catherine,  or  "Kate"  as  she  was  known. 
This  family  consisted  of  Murray,  Olive,  Bertha  and  Ella. 
To  the  northwest  was  the  farm  of  Rev.  Samuel  Orr,  a 
Fanner-Preacher  of  the  Greenwood  Church. 

The  nearest  "Progressive"  Church  was  the  one  at 
"Five  Points,"  or  "Bethel,"  as  it  was  commonly  called. 
"Ziontown,"  was  another  common  name  for  the  church. 
This  Church  was  four  miles  west  of  Glenford.  This  made 
an  eight  mile  trip  one  way  to  the  Church  from  the  Def- 
fenbaugh farm. 

The  Deffenbaugh  farm  was  very  much  self-contained. 
There  were  few  things  needed  that  could  not  be  sup- 
plied one  way  or  another  from  the  farm.  Sugar  and  cof- 
fee, and  a  few  groceries  were  secured  by  trade.  Lion 
Head  Coffee  was  prized  because  the  lion  heads  could  be 
cut  out  and  sent  to  Toledo  for  premiums.  Glenford  was 
the  nearest  Post  Office.  There  was  very  little  mail  out-  ^ 
side  of  some  papers  and  an  occasional  letter.  The 
"Youth's  Companion,"  came  to  the  house  on  the  hill  and 
was  eagerly  awaited  when  the  copy  could  be  passed 
on  down  to  the  writer. 

It  was  on  this  farm  that  the  Author  spent  practically 
eight  years  from  1893  until  1901.  Some  one  hasi  stated 
that  "the  golden  years  of  boyhood  are  those  leading  up 
to  the  eleventh  year."  The  Philosopher  did  not  come  to 
this  conclusion  until  he  had  reached  the  place  where  he 
could    look    back    upon   those    j'^ears.    Yet    the    Author   is  i* 
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inclined  to  agree  with  him  in  part.  Boyhood  days  at  the 
time  consisted  in  doing  those  little  tasks  which  inter- 
fered with  play.  It  is  not  quite  as  bad  as  the  man  who 
described  his  childhood  as  "being  prevented  from  doing 
the  things  I  wanted  to  do  and  being  foi'ced  to  do  the 
things  I  did  not  desire  to  do." 

The  Deffenbaughs  were  progressive  farmers  and  va- 
rious new  machinery  and  new  methods  were  tried  out 
on  the  farm.  Not  only  for  the  farm  but  also  for  the 
house  was  secured  the  latest  labor  saving  machinery. 
Here  was  the  Sugar  Camp,  and  in  season  the  Cider  Mill 
did  its  work.  Plenty  of  horses  to  do  the  work  were  to  be 
found  in  both  large  barns.  There  wei'e  the  buggy  or 
carriage  horses  never  used  for  the  heavier  tasks  of  the 
farm.  Among  the  favorite  teams  were  "Pete  and  Doll," 
"Stub"  and  "Barney,"  "Old"  and  "Young"  Bell,  used 
both  for  machinery  and  the  fringed  top  Surrey.  Sheep 
by  the  hundred  were  raised  and  the  farm  teemed  with 
activity.  Not  of  the  least  interest  to  us  goggle-eyed 
youngsters,  were  the  many  visitors  who  came  to  the 
Deffenbaughs.  They  were  hospitable  and  willing  hosts 
to  any  and  all. 

The  Deffenbaughs  had  a  keen  interest  in  Ashland  Col- 
lege. Charlie  had  taught  there  a  year  in  the  Agriculture 
Department,  after  going  to  school  along  with  his  cousin 
Lucinda  Mack,  who  became  Lucinda  Mack  Ankrum.  It, 
as  has  been  stated,  was  at  Ashland  that  Charlie  met 
Minnie  Oaks  who  became  his  wife  and  moved  with  him 
to  the  farm.  She  was  highly  skilled  and  possessed  many 
accomplishments.  She  was  a  skilled  seamstress  and  mu- 
sician. Because  of  the  connections,  there  were  visitors 
who  otherwise  would  have  never  visited  the  farm.  In 
1894  there  came  one  family,  of  considerable  interest.  It 
was  that  of  Dr.  S.  Garst,  wife,  and  son,  Paul  of  Jones- 
boro,  Tennessee.  Dr.  Garst  was  brought  from  Tennessee 
to  be  President  of  Ashland  College,  which  he  was  for 
a  brief  time.  He  is  remembered  by  the  writer,  who  played 
with  Paul.  Paul's  end  was  tragic  according  to  reports 
of  his  manhood.  His  temper  caused  him  to  commit  mur- 
der and  his  life,  according  to  reports,  was  forfeited  to 
the  state  of  Tennessee. 


The  first  Preacher  to  be  remembered  by  the  writer 
was  Rev.  J.  M.  Bowman  who  was  the  Pastor  for  eight 
years.  It  was  during  his  Pastorate  that  the  Berachah 
Church  was  built  on  the  Deffenbaugh  farm  in  1898.  He 
came  from  Roann,  Indiana,  and  lived  at  Deffenbaughs 
while  he  preached  at  "Five  Points."  The  Deffenbaugh 
home  was  always  the  home  of  the  preachers,  both  visit- 
ing and  otherwise.  Rev.  Bowman's  favorite  means  of 
travel  was  the  bicycle.  He  would  ride  it  from  time  to 
time  to  Zanesville  and  back  in  an  afternoon,  a  total 
distance  of  32  miles.  It  was  thought  that  it  was  this 
which  finally  caused  a  break  down  in  his  health.  It  was 
for  that  reason  that  he  resigned  from  the  Glenford  work. 

Rev.  Bowman  was  always  considerate  of  us  young- 
sters. He  let  us  look  at  his  books.  Permitted  us  to  ride 
with  him  on  the  bicycle,  which  in  those  days  would  be 
comparable  with  a  ride  in  an  Aeroplane  today.  When  he 
closed  his  pastorate  he  presented  the  writer  with  three 
books,  which  are  treasured  to  this  day.  One  of  them  was 
a  Bible.  Rev.  Bowman  left  the  field  in  1900.  When  Earl 
and  the  writer  came  home  from  school  and  found  that 
he  had  gone,  never  to  be  seen  again,  the  tears  rolled 
down  my  cheeks  unchecked  as  I  sadly  walked  down 
the   hill   home. 

In  this  connection  may  be  listed  some  of  the  many  who 
contributed  to  the  Glenford  work  by  their  presence  and 
preaching.  J.  M.  Bowman  was  followed  by  Ed.  Burnworth, 
who  preached  his  first  sermon  on  the  Glenford  field. 
His  brother  Ben  also  preached  his  first  sermon  in  the 
Berachah  Church  and  the  writer  was  one  of  his  audience. 
However  Ben  was  never  a  Pastor  at  Glenford. 

Others  in  the  early  days  of  the  Author's  boyhood  who 
preached  there,  were  of  course  John  Allen  Miller  of 
Ashland;  William  Beachler;  A.  H.  "Bert"  Lichty,  C.  E. 
Weidner,  Harvey  Oberholtzer,  A.  A.  Cober  of  Berlin, 
Pennsylvania,  W.  C.  Benshoff,  L.  W.  Ditch,  Dr.  Duncan 
MacGregor  of  Philadelphia.  He  held  a  very  successful 
Evangelistic  Meeting  at  the  Bethel  Church.  Here  five 
roads  converged  giving  it  the  other  name  of  "Five 
Points."  Here   was   and  is  a  "Consei'vative"  church,  just 
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TT  GIVES  US  GREAT  PLEASURE  to  inform  our  Breth- 
■*■  ren  in  the  States  that  the  Brethren  Church  in  Argen- 
tina was  formally  and  legally  founded  on  May  25,  1956. 
We  here  praise  the  Lord  for  His  leading  and  direction 
through  this  last  year  of  study,  planning  and  prepara- 
tion for  this  moment.  For  our  Argentine  Mission  this 
signifies  a  great  step  forward.  It  also  signifies  a  greater 
responsibility  in  the  work — financial,  administrative  and 
spiritual.  (Evangelist  readers  will  recall  that  total  or- 
ganization to  conform  to  government  regulations  became 
necessary  in  our  Argentine  work.  This  article  records  its 
completion.) 

St€>ering  Committee 

A  "Steering  Committee"  appointed  by  the  Missionary 
Board  in  August  of  1954  and  composed  of  two  ordained 
Argentine  pastors,  two  laymen  and  your  two  missionaries 
worked  through  the  pi'eparation  of  the  legal  constitution 
to  present  to  the  governmental  authorities  and  also  pre- 
pared a  church  manual   to  govern  our  spiritual  work. 

In  all  these  labors,  the  Missionary  Board  gave  every 
possible  help  and  encouragement  and  counsel.  We  appre- 
ciate their  fine  leadership  and  the  spirit  of  brotherly 
love  you  have  all  shown  toward  the  Brethren  here.  We 
feel  confident  that  individuals  and  churches  have  been 
praying  for  us,  for  the  Holy  Spirit  has  been  working. 

Conference  Representatives 

Representatives  from  our  congregations  in  Cordoba, 
Rosario,  Victoria,  Villa  Constitucion,  Gerli,  and  Nunez 
participated  in  the  three-day  meetings  at  the  headquar- 
ters building  on  O'Higgins  Street  in  Nunez  in  the  Fed- 
eral Capital.  Lodging  was  given  to  nearly  20  in  that 
building,  while  others  were  in  homes.  Meals  were  served 
to  all  the  out-of-town  guests  at  the  headquarters.  The 
week  before  the  conference  a  wall  was  taken  down  be- 
tween the  two  main  rooms  to  provide  a  larger  salon  in 
which  to  hold  the  conference  meetings.  Our  meeting  hall 
now  measures  about  25  x  12  feet.  Cots  and  mattresses 
were  brought  from  Cordoba  Camp  and  willing  hands 
helped  made  everyone  comfortable. 

Business  Meetings 

Business  meetings  were  held  Friday  afternoon,  Satur- 
day morning  and  afternoon  and  there  was  a  fine  spirit 
of  cooperation,  unity  and  optimism.  The  constitution  was 
unanimously  adopted  as  well  as  the  church  manual,  and 
the  Steering  Committee  was  appointed  to  act  as  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  until  July  1957,  when  a  full  delegate 
conference  will  be  held.  The  committee  is  composed  of 
R.  O.  Byler,  president;  Juan  Iztueta,  vice  president;  June 
Byler  Palaci,  treasurer;  Jane  Byler,  secretary;  Jose 
Varela,  assistant  treasurer;  and  Norman  Romanenghi, 
assistant  secretary. 


It  was  a  high  moment  when  each  founding  member 
signed  the  documents  which  put  into  "marcha"  the  Ar- 
gentine Brethren  Church.  This  does  not  mean  a  separa- 
tion or  an  independent  move  away  from  the  Brethren 
Missionary  Board,  but  rather  it  marks  a  step  toward 
larger  and  larger  responsibilities  in  the  work  to  be  taken 
by   the   Argentine   people  and   churches. 

Programs 

The  spiritual  program  during  the  meetings  included  pe- 
riods of  song  and  praise  between  business  sessions  as 
well  as  the  reading  of  greetings  from  Brethren  who  were 
unable  to  attend  and  a  letter  of  greetings  from  Secre- 
tary Berkshire  of  the  Missionary  Board.  On  Friday  night 
after  prayer  and  devotions,  the  film,  "The  God  of  Crea- 
tion," was  shown  to  an  audience  of  some  sixty  people, 
the  seating  capacity  of  our  hall.  On  Saturday  night,  a. 
Brethren  Youth  male  quartet  sang  several  hymns.  Devo- 
tions were  led  by  Pastor  Labanca  and  then  the  film  "Dust 
and  Destiny"  was  viewed  by  the  congregation  of  about 
60  persons.  Both  of  these  films  were  translated  into  thei 
Spanish  language. 

On  Sunday  morning  there  was  a  Sunday  school  with  a 
student,  Ruth  Martin,  and  Pastor  Jose  Varela  directing; 
the  two  classes.  Pastor  Varela  led  the  devotions  for  the 
service  in  the  evening  and  expressed  the  appreciation  of 
the  out-of-town  guests  for  the  attentions  shown  by  the 
Nunez  congregation.  The  male  quartet  sang  and  also  Mrs. 
June  Palaci  and  Mr.  Byler  sang  a  duet,  accompanied  oni 
the  "Smithville  folding  organ"  by  Mrs.  Byler.  Sunday  j 
evening  meeting  witnessed  a  capacity  crowd  with  many 
standing,  despite  a  difficulty  in  the  Nunez  train  line, 
which  kept  some  of  the  folks  from  arriving  in  time  foi 
the  opening.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Brother  Juar 
Iztueta  on  the  theme,  "Servants  of  God  with  the  Spirit 
of  His  Son."  He  pointed  out  our  need  of  Christ's  spirit 
as  a  son:  in  obedience,  in  self-forgetfulness,  and  in  ser-i 
vice  to  others. 

Resume 

The  whole  conference  was  marked  by  a  spirit  of  ex- 
pectation, optimism,  and  rejoicing.  All  were  happy  to  use 
and  enjoy  the  Buenos  Aires  headquarters.  We  hope  tha 
by  the  time  of  the  delegate  conference  in  July  1957  ther»' 
will  be  sufficient  space  and  accommodations  to  make  ! 
larger  and  more  general  invitation  to  all  our  Argentim 
Brethren  to  participate  in  communion  and  fellowship.  Wf 
were  greatly  limited  this  time,  but  the  Lord  provide*- 
willing  persons  to  work  and  serve  to  make  the  conferene 
a  joyful  occasion. 

Expressions  of  Gratitude 

We  express  our  gratitude  for  all  your  help  until  th* 
present.  We  continue  to  need  the  counsel  and  wisdom  o 
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the  Missionary  Board.  We  request  the  prayer  support 
of  our  Brethren.  We  need  the  help  of  more  missionaries. 
And  we  shall  continue  to  need  some  financial  help.  We  are 
the  "daughter"  church — just  coming  "of  age,"  but  we  are 
still  not  prepared  fully  to  support  ourselves.  We  are  well 
aware  of  the  sacrifice  and  work  given  to  us  by  our 
"Mother  Church,"  and  we  trust  the  future  will  hold  real 
joy  for  all  the  Brethren  as  we  increase  in  wisdom  and 
stature  and  see  new  babes  in  Christ  born  into  the  family 
of  God. 

May  the  Lord  bless  and  keep  you  all. 

For  the   Brethren  Church  in  Argentina, 

Jane  Byler,  Secretary. 


aSHBBSBBBHSBBBBBHSSB 


YOU  CAN  IMAGINE— 

or  can  you — the  delight  of  the  office  secretary  in  the 
Missionary  Board  office  when,  just  a  week  after  the 
last  Ten  Dollar  Club  Letter  was  mailed  out,  $1,027.00 
had  come  in  for  Sarasota  ? 

Of  course,  we  hope  this  is  just  a  beginning  and  that 
many  more  weeks  will  bring  a  similarly  high  average. 
One  of  the  very  heartening  features  in  this  response 
has  been  that  a  number  of  members  are  paying  this  call 
with  more  than  ten  dollars.  (May  their  tribe  increase!) 
Naturally,  if  you  can  afford  only  ten  dollars,  we  are 
grateful  and  appreciative  as  well  for  that  amount;  how- 
ever, the  20,  25,  and  50  dollar  amounts  do  swell  the  total 
much  more  rapidly.  It  seems  we  are  getting  a  real  vision 
of  home  mission  work  and  developing  a  proportionate 
enthusiasm. 

Confidentially,  the  office  secretary  meets  the  mail  man 
at  the  door  every  day  amost  as  violently  as  Dagwood 
Bumstead  does,  in  her  eagerness  to  receive  more  Ten 
Dollar  Club   contributions   for   Sarasota. 

The  New  Parsonage 

Letters  from  Sarasota  indicate  that  their  new  parson- 
age is  under  way  and  should  be  ready  for  the  pastor  and 
family  by  September  1.  Judging  by  the  word  picture  of 
the  parsonage,  those  people  must  really  plan  to  treat  the 
pastor  family  superbly;  (it  sounds  like  somebody's  dream 
house.) 

Keep  Them   Coming 

Now,  let's  continue  this  fine  Ten  Dollar  Club  response 
so  that  we  can  get  the  church  building  started.  Those 
S/arasota  people  are  in  the  mood  to  work;  let's  keep 
them  in  the  mood.  (The  office  secretary  promises  to  use 
restraint  in  greeting  the  mailman  as  he  delivers  your 
Ten  Dollar  Club  gifts.) 


i  Read  your 

Brethren  Evangelist 
every  week. 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

"THOU,  GOD,   SEEST  ME" 

"Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world"— Matthew  28:20. 

TN  MY  OWN  MIND  I  am  sure  that  the  heading  of  our 
study  is  not  intended  as  a  warning  against  the  danger 
of  God's  catching  us  in  some  misdemeanor,  not  as  a 
threat  to  keep  us  mindful  of  God's  power  to  send  retribu- 
tion for  sin,  but  to  remind  us  of  the  love  that  surrounds 
us  all  our  days. 

God  is  not  with  us  just  when  we  seek  Him  in  prayer, 
or  even  when  we  go  to  His  House  to  worship.  He  is  with 
us  always.  It  is  man  who  removes  himself  from  God,  who 
shuts  from  his  mind  the  consciousness  of  the  divine  pres- 
ence. Me  do  not  leave  God  outside  the  polling-booth 
when  they  go  in  to  vote.  He  doesn't  go  around  the  cor- 
ner where  He  cannot  see  us  while  we  make  a  few  dollars 
not  quite  honestly.  We  deny  Him  when  we  support  a  pol- 
icy which  may  cause  the  death,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
world,  of  some  children  whom  we  have  never  seen.  Very 
beautifully  the  poet  has  given  the  thought: 

"I  cannot  put  His  presence  by,  I  meet  Him  everywhere: 

I  meet  Him  in  the  country  town,  the  busy  market-square; 

The  Mansion  and  the  Tenement  attest  His  presence  there. 

He  comes  to  break  the  barriers  down  raised  up  by  barren 
creeds; 

About  the  globe  from  zone  to  zone,  like  sunlight  He  pro- 
ceeds; 

He  comes  to  give  the  world's  starved  heart  the  perfect 
love  it  needs." 

The  prophets  told  of  His  coming,  down  through  the 
ages,  fulfilling  every  promise  made  concerning  Him.  HE 
came:  a  babe  in  a  Bethlehem  manger.  HE  LIVED:  a 
Wanderer  in  Judea.  HE  DIED:  A  KING  upon  the  cross. 
HE  ROSE:  the  fulfillment  of  a  promise.  HE  LIVES: 
EMMANUEL,  God  with  us.  HE  IS  COMING  AGAIN: 
Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus! 

I  am  sorry  for  the  men  who  do  not  read  the 
Bible  every  day;  I  wonder  why  they  deprive 
themselves  of  the  strength  and  of  the  pleasure. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  singular  books  in  the  world, 
for  every  time  you  open  it,  some  old  text  that 
you  have  read  a  score  of  times  sudddenly  beams 
with  a  new  meaning.  There  is  no  other  book  that 
I  know  of,  of  which  this  is  true;  there  is  no 
other  book  that  yields  its  meaning  so  personally, 
that  seems  to  fit  itself  so  intimately  to  the  very 
spirit  that  is  seeking  its  guidance. — Woodrow 
Wilson  in  the  Christian  Herald. 
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across  the  road,  which  church  is  known  today  as  "Olivet." 
I.  D.  Bowman  of  the  Whole  Gospel  Mission,  of  Phila- 
delphia was  a  popular  Evangelist  there.  Mother  at  times 
sent  almost  her  last  dollar  to  the  work  there  to  aid  in 
its  support.  Until  her  death  she  hearkened  to  the  calls  of 
like  causes.  H.  L.  Goughenour,  along  with  Will  Miller, 
preached  there.  N.  W.  Jennings  held  the  first  Evange- 
listic Meeting  in  the  Berachah  Church.  We  make  no  ef- 
fort to  list  the  names  of  those  preaching  there  later 
than  1901.  They  were  "legion." 

One  October  night,  or  to  be  exact  the  26th,  mother 
and  dad  as  well  as  the  writer  heard  the  old  dinner  bell 
ring  out  from  the  house  on  the  hill.  "Uncle"  Sam  and 
Aunt  Mary  had  gone  to  Bethel  to  Church.  When  they 
returned  home  they  found  that  "Aunt  Betsy,"  his  mother, 
had  died  in  her  sleep.  A  bell  with  its  weird  ringing  in  the 
night  time  or  at  a  time  not  needed  to  call  in  the  men 
for  meal  time,  was  a  harbinger  of  evil  news,  indicating 
that  help  was  needed.  Mother  and  Dad  returned  to  us 
badly  frightened  youngsters  to  tell  us  what  had  hap- 
pened up  on  the  hill.  This  death  meant  a  change  in  the 
matter  of  location.  There  was  another  mouth  to  feed  and 
additional  room  needed  in  the  Ankrum  family;  Virgil  had 
been  born.  So  "Aunt  Betsy's"  furniture  was  moved  out 
with  the  exception  of  that  in  one  room  which  was  always 
kept  furnished  for  times  such  as  threshing  when  room 
was  needed  for  extra  hands.  The  Ankrums  moved  the 
couple  hundred  feet  in  1896  into  the  large  brick  house. 
This  was  the  boyhood  home  of  the  Author  until  the  Spring 
of  1901.  The  house  today  is  no  longer  used  though  the 
roof  lines  and  the  walls  are  true.  The  porches  have  been 
permitted  to  fall  down,  but  the  house  could  soon  be 
fitted  for  occupation.  This  house  along  with  the  frame 
house  had  been  built  nearby  the  free  flowing  soft  water 
spring. 

When  the  Author  recently  visited  it  the  sand  stone 
walls  of  the  spring  had  fallen  down,  but  the  water  ran 
as  clear  and  cool  as  it  has  been  doing  for  over  a  cen- 
tury. The  brick  house  was  built  perhaps  about  the  year 
1812  when  a  number  of  houses  were  built  of  the  same 
type  of  architecture.  The  house  on  the  hill  was  likely 
of  the  same  period.  The  large  bank  bam,  which,  along 
with  numerous  farm  buildings  cared  for  the  needs  of 
the  lower  farm,  collapsed  a  few  years  ago  during  a  heavy 
wind.  It  was  a  wonderful  place  for  boys  to  play,  climb- 
ing through  its  recesses.  The  Author  looked  with  mingled 
fear  and  imagination  when  "Uncle  Sam"  pointed  out  the 
place  in  the  barn  where  they  lay  in  wait  with  their  per- 
cussion cap  rifles  to  guard  the  barn  against  General 
Morgan's  Raiders  when  he  was  running  loose  in  Southern 
Ohio.  The  Raiders  did  not  get  to  that  section  of  the  state 
in  the  Civil  War.  The  hills  in  the  Author's  boyhood  were 
covered  with  orchards,  peach  and  apple  with  monstrous 
cherry   trees   producing   their   fruit   in   abundance. 

The  nearest  schools  were  "the  Roberts,"  2%  miles  west 
toward  Glenford  and  "Jockey  Hollow,"  2%  miles  south. 
When  old  enough  to  go  to  school  it)  was  to  "The  Roberts" 
school  because  it  was  closer.  Most  of  the  time  we  walked, 
but  from  time  to  time,  drove.  Ethel,  almost  three  years 


older  than  the  Author  was  considered  old  enough  to  be  | 
trusted   with   "Old    Lize,"   the   buggy  horse.   At   first  we  I 
drove    only    to    Bradshaws,   when    Olive,    now    Mrs.    Lee  ^j 
Coble,   drove   the    rest   of   the   way   to    school.    The    next 
year  we  were  able,  so  it  was  thought,  to  drive  it  alone. 
So  there  were  Ethel,  Bertha,  Ella  and  the  writer  in  the 
buggy.   Ella   and   the  writer  sat   on   a   board   across   the 
bed    by    the    dash-board    riding    backwards.    Most    of   the 
trips  were  uneventful. 

Naturally  the  older  boys  of  the  school  made  us  the  butt 
of  jokes  and  called  the  buggy  with  its  contents,  "The  { 
Punkin  Wagon,"  and  one  evening  when  we  hitched  up 
we  saw  written  on  the  side  of  the  buggy.  "City  Hack. 
Compound  Medicine  for  sale."  Twice  we  upset,  one  time 
near  the  Jacob  Shelly  place  with  the  Bradshaw  girls  in 
the  buggy  and  another  time  just  Ethel,  the  writer  and 
Earl.  "Old  Lize"  was  unconcei-ned  and  stood  calmly  until 
the  men  who  were  in  the  wagon  which  caused,  in  part, 
the  upset  buggy,  set  the  buggy  on  its  four  wheels.  "Old 
Lize,"  was  "Aunt  Betsy's"  buggy  horse  and  was  much 
expei'ienced. 

Much  of  the  time  we  walked  by  Bradshaws  to  the  Rob- 
erts school.  Field  trips  there  in  the  spring  were  appre- 
ciated and  trips  to  the  nearby  Indian  Mound  were  often 
followed  by  a  picnic  lunch.  The  last  day  of  school  was 
usually  a  program,  "speaking  of  pieces,"  and  a  "big  din- 
ner," which  was  appreciated  most  of  all.  One  day  on 
returning  from  school  we  decided  to  extend  our  journey 
home  by  the  long  way  ai'ound  by  Harry  Fluharts  and 
Isaac  Gordons.  It  was  almost  dark  when  we  anived 
home.  All  of  us  received  whippings  but  Ethel  who  was 
saved  by  the  fact  that  the  Deffenbaughs  had  company. 
It  was  deeply  regretted  that  there  was  not  company . 
also  in  the  lower  house. 

Soon  after  the  move  into  the  brick  house,  another 
Ankrum  family  located  on  the  Deffenbaugh  farm,  to 
work  for  Uncle  Sam  and  Aunt  Mary.  This  family  con- 
sisted of  Watt  and  Lydia  Ankrum,  daughters  Anna,  Etta, 
Abi  and  son  Ross.  Watt  was  an  older  brother  of  A.  L. 
Ankrum.  They  moved  into  the  frame  house  from  which 
we  had  moved.  Later  on  the  house  was  divided  and  half 
of  it  moved  to  the  western  side  of  the  farm  and  Watt 
Ankrums  lived  in  it.  The  most  of  our  associations  were  i 
in  the  Perry  County  section.  We  were  always  glad  to  be 
on  the  40  acres  next  to  Frank  Cobles,  for  Mary  Coble 
had  a  cold  spring  and  cookies  when  the  youngsters  went 
to   the  house. 

There  were  two  outstanding  experiences  in  the  Social 
life  of  the  community.  They  were  when  we  went  to  The 
Children's  Exercises,  always  taking  part  of  course,  as 
they  were  put  on  in  the  Bethel  church  and  later  on  in' 
the  Berachah  Church.  Minni©  was  the  accomplished  train- 
er. It  was  a  long  way  to  drive,  eight  miles  to  Bethel.  But 
"Old  Bell"  and  "Young  Bell,"  the  carriage  horses  jogged' 
along  in  good  time. 

The  night  of  the  program  the  house  would  be  crowded 
to  the  walls  and  it  would  be  an  occasion  long  to  be  re- 
membered. Us  boys  were  in  misery.  First  we  were  un- 
accustomed to  shoes  in  the  summer  time,  and  secon4,i 
we  were  afraid  that  we  would  not  "say  our  parts."  cor-' 
rectly;  then  our  unruly  hair  was  plastered  down  in  a<' 
manner  to  which  we  were  not  accustomed.  The  large* 
crowds  built  up  a  large  stock  of  self  consciousness.  When! 
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;he  Children's  Exercises  were  given  in  the  Berachah 
[]hurch,  we  were  always  made  to  sleep  in  the  afternoon 
30  we  would  keep  awake  during  the  exercises.  Usually 
we  did  not  sleep  and  could  not  have  gone  to  sleep  in 
)r  during  the  exercises  had  we  tried. 

We  boys  were  permitted  to  take  part  in  the  Christ- 
mas Program  in  the  Greenwood  or  "Conservative" 
Church.  We  always  enjoyed  this  for  we  could  have  all 
the  candy  we  wanted,  as  they  treated.  This  was  a  rare 
thing.  One  time  it  was  over  done.  The  candy  must  have 
been  old  or  something  ?  ?  ?  Uncle  Sam,  when  we  moved 
to  the  Deffenbaugh  farm,  (it  was  just  eleven  yeai's  this 
side  of  the  unfortunate  division  in  the  Church),  always 
went  to  the  Greenwood  Church  when  there  was  not  a 
service  at  Bethel.  We  boys,  Earl  and  the  writer  went  to 
Greenwood  to  Sunday  School  and  Preaching  from  time 
to  time.  We  always  enjoyed  listening  to  Rev.  Samuel  Orr 
preach.  His  face  would  shine  and  his  white  beard  would 
shake  when  he  preached  his  favorite  sermon  time  and 
time  again  when  "They  let  Paul  down  over  the  wall  in 
a  basket."  He  would  race  from  one  side  of  the  pulpit 
to  the  other  as  he  preached.  Jason  and  Barbara  Lampton 
Mack,  along  with  their  son  Jacob,  were  members  of  the 
Greenwood  Church. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  when  the  Roberts  school  was 
out,  the  writer  and  Earl  were  sent  to  the  "Jocky  Hol- 
low," School.  They  had  a  Spring  term  of  school.  One 
term  we  had  for  our  teacher.  Miss  Edith  Fickle.  She  is 
How  and  has  been  for  many  years  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Quincy  Leckrone  of  Thornville,  Ohio.  Sending  us  to 
school  as  long  as  possible  meant  less  wear  and  tear  on 
the  nerves  of  our  parents  and  others  with  whom  we 
came  in  contact  around  the  home.  One  of  the  days  along 
in  December  we  small  fry  always  enjoyed,  was  when  we 
got  to  school  and  the  word  went  around  that  "tomor- 
row we    will    pen   out   the  teacher   to   make   him    treat." 


We  were  certain  that  unless  this  was  done  there  would 
be  no  Christmas  treat.  The  next  day  usually  found  the 
windows  barred  and  the  door  locked  when  the  teacher  got 
thei'e.  Threats  had  no  effect  and  the  teachers  took  it  in 
their  stride,  likely  finding  the  day  more  enjoyable  with- 
out their  charges  than  with  them.  Human  nature  has 
not  made  any  remarkable  changes  over  the  years. 

There  were  "Home  Cures"  for  various  afflictions  and 
also  to  ward  them  off.  No  money  was  spent  for  Doctors, 
except  in  case  of  emergency.  So  when  spring  came  there 
came  the  "Sassafras  Tea,"  the  Sulphur  and  Molasses. 
Then  when  there  was  a  threat  of  "catching"  something,  we 
were  supplied  with  a  small  cloth  sack  to  which  a  cord 
was  attached  long  enough  to  place  around  our  necks  and 
permit  the  sack  to  be  hidden  under  our  shirt  fronts.  The 
possession  of  the  "Charm,"  though  not  visible  was  not 
any  secret  because  it  contained  Asafetida.  One  day  as  all 
of  us  consisting  of  Ethel,  Bertha  and  Ella  Bradshaw,  Ross 
Ankrum,  Earl  Ankrum  and  the  writer  took  a  short  cut 
down  over  the  hill  across  Noah  Shelly's  farm  on  our 
retui'n  from  The  Roberts  school  our  shiny  dinner  buckets 
caused  the  sheep  to  feel  that  they  were  to  be  salted. 
So  they  came  running  and  "Baaing"  and  we  also  went 
running,  but  not  "Baaing."  We  made  it  to  the  old  rail 
fence  as  the  sheep  came  up  and  wondered  what  all  the 
excitement  was  about  and  why  did  they  not  receive 
the  accustomed  salt  from   the  shiny  buckets. 

The  visitors  who  came  from  the  various  states  to  visit 
the  Deffenbaughs  were  all  well  studied  by  us  young- 
sters. We  accompanied  them  to  the  old  fish  pond  down 
below  the  house  and  near  by  the  Hydraulic  Ram,  when 
they  desired  to  fish.   We  were  always  underfoot. 

Almost  every  spring  when  the  corn  was  planted  a  day 
off  was  taken  and  a  real  fishing  took  place.  We  young- 
sters were  too  small  to  go  but  when  they  returned  from 
"The  Reservoir,"  or  "Buckeye  Lake,"  the  washtub  full 
of  Sunfish  or  Goggle  Eyes,  indicated  that  the  day  was 
a  success.  This  was  an  annual  affair.  The  old  fish  pond 
was  a  fine  place  for  us  boys  to  "go  swimming,"  in  the 
Summer  time,  though  at  that  time  none  of  us  could 
swim.  It  was  here  one  lazy  afternoon  in  the  late  summer 
time  that  "Uncle  Sam"  rushed  breathlessly  out  of  the 
nearby  corn  field  shouting,  "Indians,  Indians."  Having 
been  brought  up  on  tales  of  bloody  raids  we  lost  no 
time  in  going  away  from  that  spot  in  a  hurry.  There 
was  no  time  to  dress  as  we  rushed  through  the  nearby 
cornfield.  If  the  Indians  had  caught  us  they  would  have 
had  to  have  traveled  some.  This  brought  many  a  chuckle 
from  Uncle  Sam  as  he  told  the  tale  time  and  time  again. 
He  was  entitled  to  it  as  we  boys  at  times  made  life 
miserable  for  him. 

Life  in  those  days  was  seldom  dull.  The  Sundays  af- 
forded us  a  time  to  visit  with  those  not  habitually  oc- 
cupants of  the  farm.  When  we  could  not  be  found  at 
home,  we  were  up  on  the  hill  with  Deffenbaughs.  In  fact 
we  would  have  spent  more  time  there  had  we  been  per- 
mitted. There  were  always  stories  to  be  read  to  us  and 
cookies  from  Aunt  Mary's  cookie  jar.  She  made  a  special 
sugar  cookie  which  is  made  to  this  day  by  her  daughter 
Ethel,  and  may  we  add,  still  enjoyed  by  the  writer.  Thei'e 
were  picture  books  and  magazines  of  interest.  One  day 
there  was  a  near  tragedy  on  a  summer's  list  of  expe- 
riences.   "Old    Barney,"    a   big    white    footed    bay    horse 
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was  grazing  in  the  yard.  Earl  ventured  too  close  to  hini 
and  "Old  Barney,"  whaled  away  and  kicked  him  on  the 
head  laying  open  his  scalp.  Minnie  hurriedly  had  "Skip," 
the  fast  buggy  horse  hitched  up  and  gathering  him  up 
rushed  him  to  Dr.  George  Forquer's  office  in  Glenford 
where  the  gash  was  sewed  up.  They  brought  Earl  back, 
put  him  to  bed,  gave  him  fruit,  cookies,  picture  books 
and  the  greatest  of  attention.  He  was  the  center  of  all 
atti-action  and  a  hero.  The  writer  felt  left  out  in  the 
attention  showed  the  younger  brother,  and  so  to  share, 
we  followed  "Old  Barney"  around,  but  he  failed  to  coop- 
erate. 

There  must  be  special  angels 
For   watching   little   boys — 
Cherubim   and   seraphim 
Who  aren't  averse  to  noise; 


Who  know  the  fun  of  sliding  down 
Steep  roofs,  and  climbing  trees; 
The   lure  of   angleworms  in    Spring; 
Who  don't  mind  bottled  bees. 

Seraphim  and  cherubim 

Who  bring  lads  safely  through 

All  the  mischief  and  the  grief 

They  somehow  get  into. 

Yes,  tall,  winged  guardians  must  be 

Included    in  God's    plan. 

Else   how   would   any   little   boy 

Grow  up  to  be  a  man? 

— Ethel  Romig  Fuller. 

"End  of  part   one." 

St.  James,  Maryland. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

CO-ORDINATING  COMMITTEE 
GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCHI 


The  CENTRAL  PLANNING  AND  CO-ORDINATING 
COMMITTEE  met  three  times  during  the  past  year:  on 
February  28,  1956,  April  10,  1956  and  on  June  7,  1956. 

The  following  motions  and  decisions  were  made  during 
these  meetings: 

"We  recommend  to  General  Conference  that  this  com- 
mittee shall  become  a  standing  committee  to  be  called 
"the  CENTRAL  PLANNING  AND  CO-ORDINATING 
COMMITTEE." 

A  very  important  decision  made  by  this  committee  is: 
"That  this  CENTRAL  PLANNING  AND  CO-ORDI- 
NATING   COMMITTEE    relies    upon   the    MANUAL    OF 

PROCEDURE  as  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of 
Brethren  Churches  of  1915  for  its  guiding  principals  in 
its  deliberations  and  decisions." 


"The    following     suggestions     were 
FUNCTIONS  of  this  Committee: 


agreed    upon     as 


"1.  Co-ordination  of  programs  of  the  Boards  and  aux- 
iliaries of  the  Church. 

"2.  The  committee  is  to  plan  in  areas  of  denomina- 
tional activities  which  are  not  covered  by  any 
now-existing  board  or  auxiliary. 

"3.  This  committee  should  make  suggestions  of  im- 
plementing plans  as  formulated  by  this  Committee. 
It  is  assumed  that  this  committee  will  report  an- 
nually to  General  Conference  for  its  approval  of 
the  work  of  the   Committee." 

Motions   relative  to   these   functions   as   outlined   above 
are  as  follows: 


"That  we  encourage  the  continued  cooperation  of  th«) 
Publications  Board  and  the  Sunday  School  Association  in 
the  publication  of  Brethren  quarterlies  and  Sunday  SchoolJ 
literature."  I 

"That  the  Publications  Board  look  into  the  possibility 
of  Brethren  Emphasis  lessons  being  incorporated  into  th( 
Sunday  School  quarterlies,  and  that  this  be  a  continuec 
program." 

"That  the  on-going  program  of  the  Brethren  Churcl 
demands  a  co-ordinated  promotional  program,  therefor* 
we  recommend  that  the  Conference  publish  a  brochur< 
setting  forth  the  Brethren  Church  as  to  beliefs  and  ac 
tivities.  It  is  assumed  that  the  various  boards  will  supply 
information  with   reference   to   their  respective   work." 

"We  recommend  an  every  member  enlistment  in  thii 
local  Church  in  presenting  both  the  local  and  denomina 
tional  program.  It  is  presumed  that  the  local  churcl 
shall  prepare  a  financial  program  or  budget  and  this  witl' 
the  denominational  program  shall  be  presented  by  locall; 
trained  visitors  to  every  individual  member  of  the  Church. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  California  District  rel  1 
ative    to   a   more    co-ordinated   program   among   the   dis 
tricts  of  our  Denomination.  After  some  discussion  rela 
tive  to  this  matter,  the  following  statement  was  prepareci 

"The  CENTRAL  PLANNING  AND  CO-ORDINATIN' 
COMMITTEE  reviewed  the  recommendations  of  the  Cal  j 
fornia  Conference  relative  to  having  the  moderator  of  th  j 
General  Conference  visit  each  district  conference. 

1.     We    commend    the    California    District    for    givin 
consideration    to    a    basic    need,    and    for    memorializin 
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Greneral  Conference,  according  to  the  Manual  of  Proced- 

t 
are. 

2.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  there  is  a 
iefinite  need  for  strengthening  our  General  Conference 
■ind  district  ties.  We  will  have  specific  recommendations 
to  present  to  the  General  Conference  concerning  this 
need." 

"The  CENTRAL  PLANNING  AND  CO-ORDINATING 
COMMITTEE  recognizes  the  imperative  need  to  strength- 
en the  reciprocal  relationships  among  the  General  Con- 
ference, the   districts   and   the   local   congregations. 

There  is  a  need  in  the  Brethren  Church — 

1.  For  cultivating  a  common  mind  of  uniform  pro- 
cedure among  the  ministei's  and  organizations. 

2.  For  presenting  a  common  approach  in  many  phases 
of  the  spiritual  work  of  the  Brethren  Church — e.  g. 
Evangelism,  Stewardship,  Family  Life,  etc. 

3.  For  co-ordinating  the  interests  of  the  denomina- 
tional boards. 

4.  For  launching  a  unified  promotion  of  all  denomina- 
tional interests. 

5.  For  the  preparation  of  a  brochure  setting  forth 
the  total  program  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

In  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  in  the  years  when  a 
representative  traveled  to  the  Churches,  the  church  made 
the  most  progress — e.  g.  Bi-centenary  year  when  Dr. 
Charles  Bame  traveled  and  the  years  when  the  General 
Secretary  visited  for  the  W.  M.  S.  and  the  S.  M.  M., 
therefore : 

Because  of  this  need,  this  committee  recommends  the 
employment   of  a   full   time   executive   secretary. 

This  committee  recommends  that  it  be  charged  with 
the  responsibility  to  further  study  and  to  prepare  speci- 
fic recommendations  for  the  implementation  of  the  pre- 
vious recommendation  at   the   next   general   conference." 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  following  recommenda- 
tions be  made: 

"1.  Feeling  the  vital  need  of  a  Board  of  Evangelists 
in  each  District,  we  urge  the  Districts  not  having  such  to 
appoint  the  same  according  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  MANUAL  OF  PROCEDURE  adopted  in  1915— Chap- 
ter 1,  Section  3,  Article  III. 

"2.  We  recommend  each  District  Conference  reactivate 
the  Board  of  Evangelists  according  to  their  nine  duties 
as  listed  in  the  MANUAL  OF  PROCEDURE. 

"3.  We  recommend  that  all  members  of  the  District 
Boards  of  Evangelists  meet  with  the  Polity  Committee 
for  clarifying  of  their  duties  according  to  Chapter  1, 
Sec.  3,  Article  III  of  the  MANUAL  OF  PROCEDURE." 

"This  committee  requests  the  Co-ordinating  Finance 
Board  to  study  the  advisibility  of  establishing  uniform 
annuity  rates  among  our  boards  and  institutions." 

A  motion  was  made  that — "The  Ministerial  Examining 
Boards  of  the  Districts  meet  with  the  Polity  Committee 
for  clarification  of  their  duties  according  to  the  MAN- 
UAL OF  PROCEDURE,  and   that  a   study  be  made   of 


the  Questionnaire  for  Examination  of  Candidates  for 
Ordination  and  Licensures  as  adopted  by  the  National 
Brethren  Ministerial  Association." 

A  motion  was  made  "That  we  recommend  that  the  Dis- 
tricts use  the  procedure  of  memorializing  the  general  con- 
ference through  the  Committee  on  the  Spiritual  State  of 
Churches,  according  to  the  MANUAL  OF  PROCEDURE, 
Chapter  2,   Sec.   2,  Article  V. 

Respectfully  Submitted 

Spencer  Gentle,   Secretai'y. 


Members  who  have  sat  on  the  Committee  are:  L.  V. 
King,  Spencer  Gentle,  Clayton  Berkshire,  E.  M.  Riddle, 
Mrs.  Clarence  Fairbanks,  W.  S.  Benshoff,  Woodrow 
Brant,  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  Virgil  Meyer,  W.  E.  Ronk,  Del- 
bert  Flora,  H.  D.  Hunter,  Carol  Berkshire. 
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THE  BEST  BUILDING 

When  one  would  build  a  house  to  stand, 

He  builds  upon  the  solid  lock, 
He  takes  the  best  at  his  command; 

He  piles  the  granite,  block  on  block. 
No  soft  shale  rock  shall  have  a  place 
In  inner  or  in  outer  face. 

Well-tested  rock  shall  polished  be. 

For  lasting-  structure— don't  you  see? 

Build  thou  for  time— on  solid  rock. 

Give  thought  and  care;  build  broad  and  deep. 
Then  tempest  wild,  with  rudest  shock. 

Shall  harmlessly  around  thee  sweep. 
With    knowledge    gained,    and    purpose    grand, 
The  ills  of  ,life  thou  canst  command. 

For  all  their  power  thou  shalt  be  free; 

Thy  power  the  greater — don't  you  see? 

— Author  Unknown. 
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MARTHA,  UNENCUMBERED 

Too    busy,    Lord,    to    voice    the  hymns    of  praise 
That  daily  well  within  me,  fill  my  days 
With   precious,   sweet  communion;    thus  have   I 
Been   long   content   to   let   the   years   slip   by   .    .   . 

Too  busy  serving  Thee,  Lord,  and  my  own, 
A  house  to  keep,  a  call  to  make;   unknown! 
To  others  all  this  joy  in  Thee  I  find 
Kept  in  the  secret  reaches  of  the  mind. 

So  now  Thou  sayest,  draw  thee,  child,  apart. 
Release  thy  soul,  express  your  fervent  heart 
Long  cumbered  with  much  serving;   give  it  wings, 
THERE  WILL   BE   TIME   to   voice   these   sacred  things! 

So  in  this  midnight  hour  of  wakeful  pain 

I    pledge   my    life   anew   to   Thee    again    .    .    . 

And  be  the  sifting  deep,  the  testing  long. 

The  nights   shall   now  be   filled   with    UTTERED    song: 

Articulate  at  last  this  earth-bound  clod, 

0  may  man  heed,  and  seek  to  know,  my  God! 

— Rose  Marie  Fink. 


M 


ARTHA,  cumbered,  probably  did  not  do  much  sing- 
ing (Luke  10:40).  The  heathen  asked  the  Jews  in 
captivity  for  songs,  but  they  did  not  see  fit  to  testify 
(Psalm  137:4).  What  kind  of  a  singing  Christian  are 
you  (Psalm  40:3)  ?  Have  you  ever  made  the  widow's  heart 
to  sing  (Job  29:13)?  Have  you  ever  sung  the  Gospel  in 
prison  (Matt.  25:36)?  Remember  that  environment  and 
circumstances  cannot  still  the  new  song  in  the  heart  of 
the  redeemed  (Acts  16:23-25)!  The  early  martyrs  went  to 
the  lions  and  to  the  stake — singing  to  Jesus  (Psalm  34:1). 

How  fervent  in  spirit  are  you  in  serving  the  Lord 
(Psalm  34:2)?  How  much  is  God  praised  and  glorified  by 
your  singing  (Psalm  50:23)?  blithe  spirit  (Psalm  66:16)? 
jubilant  soul  (Psalm  100:2;  2  Chron.  29:30)?  "Praise 
ye  the  Lord"  and  the  injunction  to  sing  and)  give  thanks 
are  found  many  times  in  the  Bible  (Psalm  150). 

How  many  lost  souls  and  discouraged  saints  have  been 
reclaimed,  inspired,  helped,  encouraged  by  the  songs  of 
God  flowing  from  your  heart  (Psalm  40:3)?  How  much 
living  water,  spirituality,  by-products  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
flow  from  your  lips  and  heart  each  day  (Psalm  145:2)? 
Christian  brother  and  sister,  is  God  pleased  with  your 
singing  (Psalm  69:30,  31)?  Do  you  know  what  became 
of  the  ancients  who  neglected  to  sing  praises  unto  God 
(Rom.  1:21)?  Do  your  children  sing  with  you  (Psalm, 
34:3),  or  do  they  sing  the  songs  of  the  Devil  (Exodus 
32:17,  18)? 

Have  you  lost  your  song?  If  so,  you  need  the  resolve 
to  sing  (Psalm  57:7).  Take  instruction  in  singing  from 
the  Apostle  Paul    (Col.  3:10;   Eph.  5:19).  Learn  to  offer 
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the  sacrifice  of  praise,  the  fruit  of  the  lips  (Heb.  13:15). 
Take  singing  lessons  from  David  (Psalm  149:1).  Learn 
to  play  before  God  with  insti'uments  (1  Chron.  13:8). 
Above  all,  sing  with  the  spirit  and  the  understanding 
(1  Cor.  14:15).  The  drunkards  sing  (Psalm  69:12);  the 
lustful  sing  (Amos  6:4,  5);  fools  sing  (Eccles.  7:5).  But 
only  the  child  of  God  has  a  real  right  to  sing  (Exodus 
15:2).  God  gives  you  songs  (Job  35:10).  He  gives  you 
abundant  reason  for  singing  (Psalm  13:6).  So,  SING 
"with  grace  in  your  hearts  to  the  Lord"  (Col.  3:16).  Study 
the  history  of  music  (Job  38:47).  Study  the  songs  of 
angels  (Luke  2:13,  14).  Get  ready  to  sing  in  Heaven 
(Rev.  15:3;  Psalm  87:7).  Everybody  in  Heaven  will  have 
a    song    (Rev.    5:9)! 

"I  sing  for  hearts  that  ache  and  break, 
I   sing  for  hearts   that  are   true; 

O  world  so  vast,  O  world  so  wide, 
I   sing  my  song  for  you!" 


Lesson 

Comments 
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William   H.   Anderson 


Lesson  for  July  22,  1956 

WE  BELONG  TO  A  GREAT  COMPANY 

Lesson:  Hebrews  11:32-12:2 

THE  GREAT  ENGLISH  CLASSIC,  Fox's  Book  ofi 
Martyrs,  is  "a  history  of  the  lives,  sufferings,  and 
triumphant  deaths  of  the  early  Protestant  Christian  mar- 
tyrs." It  depicts  the  struggles  of  men  and  women  who 
desired  spiritual  freedom  at  any  cost! 

One  example  from  the  book  will  suffice.  In  the  sec- 
ond century  A.  D.,  Polycarp,  the  venerable  bishop  of 
Smyrna,  was  apprehended  by  order  of  the  governmental 
authorities  because  he  was  a  Christian.  The  proconsul 
said  to  him:  "Swear,  and  I  will  release  thee; — reproach 
Christ."  To  which  Polycarp  replied:  "Eighty  and  six  years 
have  I  served  Him,  and  He  never  once  wronged  me;  how 
then  shall  I  blaspheme  my  King,  Who  hath  saved  me?" 
After  being  pierced  with  a  sword,  he  was  burned  at  the 
stake. 

Polycarp  was  but  one  of  many  who  has  belonged  tc 
that  great  company  of  Christians  "who  through  faith  sub- 
dued kingdoms,  wrought  righteousness,  obtained  prom- 
ises,  stopped  the  mouths  of  lions  ..."  (Heb.  11:33). 

The  writer  of  this  matchless  "Faith  Chapter"  was  en- 
deavoring to  encourage  Jewish  Believers,  undergoing  se- 
vere tribulation  and  trial  because  of  their  faith,  to  stanc 
fast.  By  referring  to  the  Old  Testament  Saints  who  hao 
gone  on  before,  he  wanted  these  New  Testament  Saints! 
to  take  heart,  and  be  assured  that  they  too  could  triumpji 
"by  faith." 

Notice  a  few  of  the  Heroes  of  Faith  referred  to  bui? 
not  specifically  mentioned  by  name:  "Who  through  faitl| 
.  .  .  stopped  the  mouths  of  lions  (Daniel),  Quenched  th«i 
violence  of  fire   (Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abednego)  . 
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/■omen  received  their  dead  raised  to  life  again  (Widow 
f  Zarephath — Shunammite  Woman)." 
Concerning-  the  Heroes  of  Faith  mentioned  in  Hebrews 
1,  it  could  be  said,  and  rightly  so,  "Of  whom  the  world 
'as  not  worthy."  They  won  God's  approval,  and  yet  "re- 
vived not  the  promise:  God  having  provided  some  better 
ling  for  us,  that  they  without  us  should  not  be  made 
erfect"  (11:39-40). 

"What  is  the  'better  thing?'  We  believe  that  our 
eavenly  calling,  our  membership  in  the  Body  of  Christ, 
i  that  'better  thing.'  Oh,  let  us  cherish  it!  Since  the  lives 
f  these  great  believers  in  Chapter  11,  Christ  the  Son 
f  God  has  come,  has  died  and  been  raised;  and  we  died 
'ith  Him,  and  were  raised  with  Him  into  'heavenly  places' 
nd  'seated'  there  with  Him."  * 

We  belong  to  a  great  company  of  believers.  Many  have 
one  before  us.  They  kept  the  faith.  We  must  too! 

"Wherefore  seeing  we  also  are  compassed  about  with 
3  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses  ..."  What  then?  What 
tiould  it  mean  to  us  that  others  have  been  victorious 
1  the  Christian  Life? 

"Let  us  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin  which  doth 
3  easily  beset  us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race 
lat  is  set  before  us,  Looking  unto  Jesus  the  author  and 
nisher  of  our  faith  ..."  (12:1-2). 

"By  faith"  we  can  run  the  Christian  Race  of  Life.  "By 
aith"  we  can  sidestep  every  obstacle  and  go  on  to  win 
le  prize.  "By  faith"  we  can  look  to  Jesus  Christ,  and 
nd  He  will  take  us  through! 

Newell,   William   R.,   Hebrews   Verse  by    Verse,    Moody 
Press,  Chicago,  111.,  1947,  p.  397. 


News   From    Our 
Churches 


REV.  VIRGIL  MEYER  VISITS  LANARK 

Still  fresh  in  our  memories  is  Rev.  Virgil  Meyer's  visit 
b  Lanai'k  during  the  week  before  Easter.  Rev.  Meyer 
howed  pictures  of  his  Holy  Land  Tour  with  lectures 
jach   night.   The   time  he   spent  in  Lanark  went   swiftly 

r  us  and  was  all  too  short.  The  pictures  being  in  color, 
[hey  made  the  Holy  Land  very  real  to  us  at  the  time  of 
ear  when  all  Christians  think  more  about  that  part  of 

e   world    and   the    events    that    occurred    there. 

Services  were  called  promptly  at  seven  o'clock  and  were 
ismissed  exactly  at  eight  to  accomodate  the  school  chil- 


dren and  as  a  result  crowds  were  good  with  many  chil- 
dren in  attendance.  The  Milledgeville  Brethren  were  rep- 
resented every  night  also.  Twice  'coffee-time'  was  held  in 
the  church  dining-rooms  after  the  service  giving  every- 
one a  chance  to  visit  with  Rev.  Meyer,  to  ask  him  ques- 
tions, and  to  renew  old  friendships. 

As  a  special  favor  to  the  school  children  and  their 
teachers  Rev.  Meyer  visited  the  grade  school  at  their  re- 
quest and   showed  pictures  to   large  groups   there. 

Young  and  old  alike  appreciated  his  work  with  us  and 
he  will  be  welcome  at  any  time  to  continue  showing  those 
many  scenes  he  omitted  on  this  visit  because  of  lack  of 
time. 

Mrs.  Willard  Rahn,  Ch.  Corr. 

d      n      H 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO 

Special  services  were  held  at  Smithville  on  April  18-29. 
Rev.  Clarence  Stogsdill  was  the  guest  speaker  and  brought 
very  fine  messages.  His  sermons  were  inspiring,  helping, 
and  challenging. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Barton,  of  the  Madisonberg 
E.  U.  B.  Church,  directed  the  congregational  singing  and 
also  provided  a  special  number  each  evening.  Their  ser- 
vices were  truly  appreciated.  Also  each  evening  a  spec- 
ial number  was  presented  from  someone  or  a  group  in 
the  church. 

There  were  groups  present  occasionally  from  some  of 
the  area  Brethren  churches  as  well  as  groups  from  other 
churches  in  the  community. 

The  average  attendance  for  the  twelve  services  was  107. 

The  pastor  and  evangelist  made  many  calls  during  the 
ten  days  of  special  services.  The  spiritual  import  of  such 
calls  and  special  services  cannot  be  estimated.  We  hope 
that  it  has  inspired  the  people  to  more  dedicated  and 
consecrated  service  to  their  Lord.  Time  will  tell. 

Eight  Juniors  accepted  Christ  on  Easter  Sunday.  Three 
adults  became  members  since  then. 

We  have  had  the  interior  of  our  church  decorated  re- 
cently. 

Gene  Caskey,  a  seminary  student,  is  our  assistant  pas- 
tor for  the  summer  months.  He  is  also  directing  a  Youth 
Prayer  Meeting  on  Wednesday  evenings. 

We  had  our  Mother-Daughter  Banquet  in  May  with 
Jean  Lersch  as  our  guest  speaker.  She  told  about  their 
work  in  Europe.  The  Laymen  had  their  banquet  recently 
and  Phil  Lersch  was  their  guest  speaker.  He  too,  told 
of  their  interesting  work  in  Europe. 

Mrs.  Hazel  Mast,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth  Director 


GIRLS  WORKING— SLOW  DOWN  and  READ 

THE  BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS  are  this 
week  finishing  up  a  month  of  service  in  Kentucky. 
These  gii'ls — Susan  Miller,  Bonnie  Swihart,  Joann  Rum- 
mel,  and  Beverly  Summy — have  done  excellent  w^ork, 
causing  nothing  but  good  reports  to  be  returned  to  our 
home  office.  One  of  the  two  weeks  spent  at  Lost  Creek 
was  spent  in  teaching  Bible  School;  the  other  in  help- 
ing with  the  direction  of  the  Kentucky  Camp. 

The  first  week  at  Krypton  found  them  with  rolled-up 
sleeves  doing  some  cleaning  and  arranging  in  preparation 
for  the  Krypton  Bible  School,  which  was  directed  by  them, 
under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Margaret  Lowery,  the  sec- 
ond week  of  their  stay.  Crusader  activities  will  be  ter- 
minated for  this  summer  with  a  school  at  Fremont,  Ohio, 
July  23 — August  5. 

LOOK  TWICE 

dnalhsa  ni  ecnerefnoc  lanoitan  ot  emoc 
This  probably  looks  like  a  printer's  mistake,  but  that  is 
not  the  practice  of  our  printers.  Read  it  backwards  and 
it  will  make  very  good  sense  for  Brethren  people. 

Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal  promises  to  be  a  very  challeng- 
ing speaker  for  our  young  people  at  the  Brethren  Youth 
Conference.  But  the  adult  attendants  will  also  have  an 
opportunity  to  hear  his  messages  when  they  attend  the 
Vesper  service  every  evening  at  6:45  in  Redwood  Sta- 
dium. Here  are  his  subjects  for  these  twilight  messages. 

Tuesday     "Jonathan" 

Wednesday    "Mephibosheth" 

Thursday    "Daniel" 

Friday    "Ezra" 

Saturday    "Nehemiah" 

With  the  exception  of  Wednesday,  could  you  ask  for  any- 
thing more  concise  ?  Plan  to  come  for  singing  and  inspira- 
tion, but  PLEASE— be  on  time.  Come  at  6:44  P.  M. 

HEY  KIDS!  Rev.  John  Byler,  who  does  such  a  good 
job  directing  Camp  Zion  for  Ohio  campers,  has  agreed  to 
direct  a  craft  program  for  you  one  hour  each  day  at 
National  Conference.  He  will  have  materials  for  billfolds, 
change  purses,  key  cases,  pocketbooks,  and  whistle-car- 
riers (I  couldn't  think  of  lanyards).  This  addition  will 
give  you  something  constructive  to  do  in  your  idle  hours 
(between  six  and  seven  in  the  mom).  This  leather-work 
can  be  stained  and  waxed  for  long  durability.  Be  sure 
to  try  your  hand  at  it.  See  Byler  when  you  arrive.  We 
might  even  have  General  Conference  Delegates  making 
lanyards  during  the  business  sessions,  if  the  idea  catches. 


OUR  T.  V.  PARTIES  at  conference  will  be  the  newes 
yet.  Free  popcorn  for  all. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  . . . 
SAID,  "The  perpetuity  of  this  nation  depends  upoi 
the  religious  education  of  the  young."  Your  home,  youi 
church,  and  YOU  are  religious  educators.  Ashland  Col 
lege  desires  to  help  you  in  this  task.  Encourage  you: 
children  to  attend  your  accredited  school,  A.  C. 

LINWOOD  PARK 

Many  Ohio  Brethren  Youth  are  participating  in  a  Dis 
trict  Brethren  Youth  Conference  this  week  at  Linwooi 
Park  on  Lake  Erie.  This  is  in  connection  vdth  the  Ohii 
District  Conference  and  the  two  programs  have  beeil 
closely  integrated.  Does  your  district  take  care  of  it] 
youth  at  these  district  gatherings  with  a  special  pro! 
gram  geared  for  them?  Perhaps  more  of  them  would  de, 
sire  to  accompany  you  to  district  conference  if  yo  1 
planned  something  just  for  them.  Watch  soon  for  a  re 
port  of  this  venture  in  caring  for  Brethren  Youth  in  spiri 
itual  matters. 

KEYSTONERS 

Brethren  Youth  in  Pennsylvania  also  will  have  an  ofi 
portunity  to  attend  their  own  sessions  at  Pennsylvani 
District  Conference  next  week,  July  16-19.  Your  prograi 
will  be  held  in  the  Morrellville  Church  of  the  Brethre 
while  the  District  Conference  is  in  session  in  the  Johns 
town  III  Church.  Don't  pass  up  this  opportunity  to  kno 
more  about  "The  Glory  of  Service."  Check  the  June  30t 
issue  of  the  Brethren  Evangelist  for  a  complete  confei 
ence  program.  I'll  see  ya  there!  I 

"If  you  want  to  stay  young,  associate  with  young  pec 
pie;  if  you  want  to  feel  your  age,  try  to  keep  up  wit 
them." 

WHERE  DID  HE  GO? 

It  is  unknown  where  "he"  went,  but  maybe  you'll  s(. 
the  youth  director  at  one  of  the  following  locations: 

July  12-15     Linwood  Park,  Ohio  District  Conference  i 
July  16-19     Johnstown  III,  Pennsylvania  District  Co: 

ference 
July  22  Elkhart,  Indiana 

Then  Home  again,  home  again,  jig-a-de-jig. 

If   you   haven't   seen   the    FISH  BOWL,   you  ought 
get  one  of  your  own. 


EXPECT  MORE  NEWS  ABOUT  THESE  HEADLINE 


Bring  the  whole  family  to  Conference  next  montt^ 


il 
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T'he   V\/omen'5    /Corner 

••VG*  «'06^  "'96^ 

by   Helen  Jordan 


TAKE  TIME  TO  LIVE  THE  ABUNDANT  LIFE 

"I  HAVE  COME  that  ye  might  have  life  and  have  it 
(lore  abundantly."  We  have  all  heard  and  read  these 
rords  of  Jesus  many  times.  And  yet,  as  I  pondered  that 
ihrase  the  other  day,  I  wondered  just  v^^hat  that  abun- 
[ant  life  meant  or  could  mean  as  far  as  life  on  this  earth 
3  concerned.  Too  many  times,  to  too  many  people,  my- 
elf  included,  life  consists  mainly  in  the  abundance  of 
hings  accomplished.  While  this  is  vv^orthy,  for  certainly 
fe  should  and  can  not  be  indolent  and  slovenly,  is  it  all 
here  is  to  life  ? 

So  many  times  my  mother  has  said  to  me,  "Take  it  a 
ittle  easier.  Take  time  to  enjoy  your  children  while 
hey're  little.  They  won't  be  children  very  long."  And  I 
hink  "Oh  yes,  you  can  say  that,  now  that  your  chil- 
Iren  are  grown  up  and  you  can  do  your  housework 
[uickly  without  having  to  do  ten  thousand  things  over 
.gain  every  day.  You  can  go  and  do  what  you  want  to 
io."  But  she  is  right.  We  must  take  time  to  live  and  en- 
oy  life  as  we  go  along,  or  we  find  ourselves  merely 
xisting  in  a  dull  world  that  consists  only  of  routine, 
ommon-place  things  and  work,  work  and  more  work, 
tieanwhile,  we  become  duller  and  duller  persons.  We  be- 
fin  to  wonder  what  happened  to  all  those  bright  dreams 
v^e  had,  perhaps  ten  years  ago.  With  the  endless,  vicious 
ircle  of  getting  up,  getting  dressed,  dressing  the  chil- 
iren,  making  beds,  cooking,  washing  dishes,  getting  toys 
'Ut  and  putting  them  away  again,  cleaning,  washing, 
roning,  mending,  sewing,  planting,  weeding,  painting, 
narketing,  plus  rehearsing  and  planning  for  many  church 
md  musical  activities,  to  say  nothing  of  watching  the 
hildren  and  caring  for  all  their  little  wants  and  needs 
md  cuts  and  bruises,  on  and  on  ad  infinitum;  it  seems 
;ometimes  as  if  life  were  just  one  constant  merry-go- 
■ound  of  work  and  no  end  in  sight. 

Well,  how  can  we  relieve  this?  First  of  all,  if  we  will 
ake  time  in  the  morning  before  we  start  our  daily  ma- 
;hine  to  thank  God  for  a  full  life  and  for  the  ability  to 
vork  and  the  talents  to  do  many  things;  then  ask  Him 
'or  Strength  to  do  our  daily  tasks,  for  Grace  and  Love  to 
lo  them  graciously,  for  Peace  which  comes  from  walking 
vith  Him  and  doing  His  will,  and  for  Serenity  which  we 
vill  attain  through  the  combination  of  all  these  virtues, 
rhen  perhaps,  we  can  read  a  passage  from  His  Word, 
isking  God  to  speak  to  us,  and  from  there  a  daily  thought 
'rom  "The  Quiet  Hour"  or  some  such  booklet.  Through- 
rat  the  day,  don't  forget  to  Look  for  beauty  each  day 
IGod's  extras  for  the  abundant  life)  and  to  thank  Him 
^or  it,  in  a  flower,  a  tree,  a  green  lawn,  a  wisp  of  white 
:loud  in  a  blue  sky,  a  sunrise  or  sunset,  fields  of  golden 
?rain  swaying  in  the  breeze,  the  glint  of  the  sun  on  your 
ihild's  shining  hair.  Sometimes  it  helps  to  step  outdoors 
md  Smell  how  fragrant  and  clean  the  air  can  be,  or  to 
ictually  Feel  the  blessedness  of  rain  as  it  falls  from  the 


heavens  Then,  Listen  for  the  loveliest  sounds — the  song 
of  a  meadowlark,  the  call  of  a  bob-white  or  the  cheep- 
cheep  of  baby  birds,  the  laughter  of  children.  Have  you 
ever  listened  as  they  talk  to  themselves  in  a  world  of 
make-believe  ?  And  don't  forget  how  relaxing  it  may  be 
to  listen  to  some  great  music  even  as  you're  slaving  over 
a  hot  stove  or  sink. 

Finally,  let  us  remember  that  when  we  do  all  these 
seemingly  unbearable  tasks,  we  are  creating  beauty  for 
someone  else  and  this  can  apply  to  almost  everything  we, 
who  are  merely  housewives  (ha!  ha!),  do.  Did  you  ever 
think  how  beautiful  the  following  things  may  look  to 
your  husband?  (Though  99  times  out  of  a  100  he  won't 
mention  it  to  you) : 

An  apple  pie  (or  some  other  kind) 

With  tender,  flaky  crust, 

A  juicy  steak, 

A  freshly-baked  cake, 

A  house  just  freed  of  dust. 

A   newly-ironed  shirt    (with  buttons  all   on) 

Makes  life  seem  well  worth  living. 

The  table  set. 

His  needs  all  met. 

And  every  day  is  Thanksgiving. 

Sometimes  we  spend  hours  wastefully,  in  anguish  over 
things  we  wish  we  could  have  done  differently — of  op- 
portunities wasted,  of  time  frittered  away  in  foolishness, 
or  in  pursuit  of  some  unworthy  object.  Perhaps,  we  have 
bungled  many  things  but  blaming  ourselves  and  dwelling 
morbidly  on  past  errors  helps  no  one  and  nothing.  Ask 
God's  forgiveness  and  remember  Paul's  words  "For- 
getting those  things  which  are  behind,  I  press  on  toward 
the  prize  of  the  high  calling  in  Christ  Jesus.  .  ." 

This  little  poem,  with  which  Fd  like  to  close,  started 
my  whole  train  of  thought,  when  I  found  it  yesterday. 
Pd  like  to  share  it  with  you. 

"We    cannot    change    yesterday 

That  is  quite  clear. 

Nor  begin  on  tomorrow 

Until  it  is  here  .  .  . 

So  all  that  is  left 

For  you  and  for  me 

Is  to  make  today 

As  sweet  as  can  be." 

Anon. 

Mrs.  Leo  C.  Jones, 

Ashland,  Ohio 
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FOR   CHOIRS 

"CHOIR   FAVORITES"   Series 

Choir  Favorites   #  1 

96  pages  of  special  arrangements 
for  volunteer  and  rally  choirs. 

The  arrangements  are  simple,  yet 
effective  and  include  favorites  that 
have  endured  through  the  years, 
such  as: 

God  So  Loved  the   World 
Hallelujah  for  the   Cross 
At  the  Battle's  Front 
Size5%"x8%".  85?!;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

Choir  Favorites  #2 

82  all-time  choir  favorites  includ- 
ing such  popular  numbers  as: 
Balm  in  Gilead 
Just   Keep    On   Praying 
Follow,  I   Will  Follow  Thee 
Si2e5%"x8%".  359!;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

"GOSPEL  CHOIR  CLASSICS" 
Series 

Gospel  Choir  Classics  #  1 

20  especially  arranged  choir  fav- 
orites, wonderfully  suitable  for  vol- 
unteer choirs,   including: 

Overshadowed 

Wonderful  Peace 
Size  6%"  X  101/4".  Paper,  60^ 

Gospel  Choir  Classics  #  2 

20  more  choir  favorites  especially 
chosen  for  volunteer  choirs,  includ- 
ing: 

Turn  Your  Eyes  Upon  Jesus 

After 
Size  6%"  X  10^/4".  Paper,  eOji 

FOR   MEN 

"SING   MEN"  Series 
Sing  Men   #  T 

63  favorite  songs  for  men's  quar- 
tets,   octets,    and    ensembles    like: 

I'm   a-Trampin' 

On  the  Jericho  Road 
Size  678"  X  10M>".  Paper,  75^ 

Sing  Men   #2 

64  gospel  song  favorites  for  men's 
quartets,    octets,    etc.,   like: 
Balm  in   Gilead 
The  Love  of  God 
Size  6%"  X  IQi/^".  Paper,  75i/i 


Sing  Men  #3 

56  favorite  gospel  songs  especially 
arranged   for   men's   voices. 
My  Sins  Are  Gone 
When  I  Met  My  Saviour 
Size  6%"  X  IQYz".  Paper,  TS'?^ 

"SINGSPIRATION"   Series 

Singspiration   #  1 

91   songs,   choruses  such  as: 
For  God  So  Loved  the  World 
If   You    Want   Joy 
Size  6"x8y8"        35^;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  2 
111   favorites   like: 

All   Because  of   Calvary 
Why  Do  I  Sing  About  Jesus? 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  3 

106  songs,   choruses  such  as: 
Thank   You,   Lord 
No  One  Ever  Cared  For  Me 
Size6"x8y8"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  4 

108   songs,   choruses  such  as: 
Life  Begins 

Summertime   in   My   Heart 
Size  6"x8y8"       35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  5 

77   songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Cleanse  Me 
It's   in   My   Heart 
Size  6"x8y8"        35^^;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  6 
70  songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Everybody   Ought  to  Know, 
Isn't   He    Wonderful? 
Size  6"x8y8"       35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  7 

51  songs,  choruses  such  as: 
God  Can  Do  Anything 
Let's    Talk   About   Jesus 
Size6"x8%"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  8 

67    popular    songs    and    choruses. 
Burdens  Are  Lifted  at  Calvary 
He   Is   All   I   Need 
He   Walks  Before  Me 
Size  6"x8y8".       35si;  3  for  $1.00 

FOR   DUETS 
Let's  Sing  Duets 

32  special  duet  arrangements  like: 
I've  Discovered  the   Way  of 

Gladness 
Precious  Hiding  Place 
Size  6%"  X  10"  60?; 
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Items  of  general   Interest 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  St.  James  bulletin  in- 
forms us  that  Ordination  Services  for  John  Mills,  whose 
ordination  was  approved  by  the  Ministerial  Examining 
Board  of  the  Southeastern  District,  recently,  will  be  held 
in  the  St.  James  Church  the  evening  of  July  22nd. 

At  a  recent  business  meeting  of  the  St.  James  Breth- 
ren, it  was  decided  to  complete  the  redecoration  of  the 
downstairs  of  the  parsonage,  along  with  other  needed 
repairs  to  the  property. 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Gideon  Representative,  Mark 
Heffner,  of  Westminster,  Maryland,  was  guest  speaker 
in  the  Linwood  Church  the  morning  of  July  1st. 

Pastor  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz  conducted  services  at  the 
County  Jail  the  afternoon  of  July  1st. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  The  Lay- 
men's Public  Service  was  held  the  evening  of  July  15th. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO,  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  H.  William  Fells  writes:  "The  Mid-Week 
Prayer  Services  and  Bible  Study,  with  Rev.  Edwin 
Boardman,  of  Ashland  Seminary  Faculty,  as  our  leader 
in  the  study  of  the  book  of  Daniel,  have  been  very  well 


DR.  EDWARD  G.  MASON 

DR.  EDWARD  GLENN  MASON,  former  President  of 
Ashland  College,  died  in  Samaritan  Hospital,  Ash- 
land, Ohio,  on  Friday  morning,  July  6th,  having  suffered 
a  stroke  a  short  time  before.  Born  July  31,  1882,  he  was 
73  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Dr.  Mason  first  served  Ashland  College  as  professor 
of  history;  was  named  Dean  in  1930,  and  served  as  Pres- 
ident from  1939  to  1945.  He  remained  active  on  the  fac- 
ulty of  the  College  until  his  retirement  in  1952.  Dr.  Ma- 
son   was    General    Conference    Moderator,    1941-42. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Sunday  afternoon  in  the 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church,  Ashland,  of  which  he  was 
a  member,  conducted  by  Pastor  Clarence  Fairbanks,  as- 
sisted by  Ashland  College  Dean  L,  E.  Lindower;  burial 
was   in  Fair   Haven   Cemetery,   near   Lattasburg. 

Our  sympathies,  and  assurance  of  eternal  hope  in 
Christ  are  expressed  to  the  wife  and  children  who  sur- 
vive.—W.  S.  B. 


attended,    with    several    outsiders   attending    besides 
faithful.  The  closing  session  of  these  very  valuable  st 
ies  was  held  July  4th. 

"Our  series  of  Sunday  Evening  Services  has  been  m 
ing  along  nicely.  I  brought  three  messages  on  the  s 
jects:  'Why  I  Am  A  Christian,'  'Why  I  Am  A  Protesta 
and  'Why  I  Am  A  Brethren.'  And  now  we  are  hav 
Panel  Discussions  on  the  same.  Sunday  evening,  July  : 
we  had  Rev.  W.  H.  Miley  of  the  Ashland  College  F 
ulty,  Charles  Campbell,  Insurance  man  of  Ashland,  f, 
Edgar  Swinehart,  a  fine  Christian  farmer  from  near  A\ 
land,  take  part  as  the  panel  for  the  subject,  'Why  I  . 
a  Christian.'  It  was  very  interesting.  \ 

"We  have  had  two,  one  adult  and  one  child,  conji 
Christ  and  are  now  awaiting  baptism." 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


ANNUAL    SHAREHOLDER'S    MEETING 

OF  THE 

BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     COMPANY! 

HTHE  ANNUAL  MEETING  of  the  shareh 
■■■  ers  of  the  Brethren  Publishing-  Company  11 
be  held  Wednesday  morning,  August  15,  1956* 
9:45  o'clock,  E.  S.  T.,  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  in  ii 
Conference  Auditorium,  in  connection  with  i( 
General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Churchil 
provided  in  the  Code  of  Regulations,  Article 'I 
Section  1.  | 

Article  II  of  the  Code  of  Regulations  stik 
that  "All  members  of  the  National  Confer(p< 
of  the  Brethren  Churches  in  good  standing,  r« 
known  and  hereinafter  designated  as  The  She- 
holders."  This  notice  constitutes  official  ncjM 
to  all  shareholders. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  receive  e- 
ports  of  the  officers  of  the  Corporation,  to  (d, 
Directors  and  to  care  for  such  unfinished  or  '^ 
business  as  the  shareholders  may  direct  in  o 
cordance  with  the  Code  of  Regulations.  | 

J.  E.  Stookey,  Presiden ' 
R.  L.  Hoffman,  Secretar 
Date  of  meeting — August  15, 1956. 
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general  Gonference—  IQ56 


BEGINNING  ON  PAGE  EIGHT,  this  issue  of 
the  Evangelist  contains  the  program  for  the 
18th  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

This  program  is  more  than  an  amassed  group 
if  events  for  an  assembled  group  of  delegates  and 
riends.  It  is  a  climax,  a  high  point,  an  energizing 
»ower  for  the  members  of  a  Denomination.  Speak- 
rs  and  leaders  will  bring  to  the  assembled  aud- 
ences  the  fruits  of  their  thinking  and  labors. 
?he  Denomination,  in  the  year,  and  years,  ahead 
\^ill  reflect  that  which  takes  place  as  a  result  of 
his  program. 

There  have  been  some  notable  advances  and 
:ains  this  past  Conference  year.  A  year  ago,  in 
mting  relative  to  the  coming  1955  General  Con- 
erence,  this  scribe  recognized  that  as  the  Breth- 
en  Denomination,  we  did  have  problems — prob- 
ems  known  for  years,  which  we  had  been  un- 
v^illing  to  face.  It  was  our  hope  and  prayer  that 
)erhaps  the  1955  Conference  would  be  the  one 
n  which  the  Brethren  would  face  squarely  their 
)roblems  and  do  something  about  them.  (Edi- 
orial — The  Brethren  Evangelist,  July  16,  1955.) 

No  one  was  happier  nor  any  more  pleased  than 
vas  this  scribe  when  "something  was  done." 
^rom  Moderator  Brant's  Address  to  the  Confer- 
ince,  the  efforts  of  various  official  groups  to 
sffect  proper  legislation,  to  the  intense  re- 
;ponse  of  the  delegates  to  the  program  finally 
idopted,  there  was  every  indication  that  "this 
vas  the  year."  The  past  eleven  months  has  prov- 
;n  the  correctness  of  that  which  was  done. 

Several  things  have  evidenced  themselves  since 
ast  Conference.  First,  a  genuine  willingness  of 
;he  various  Board  and  Auxiliary  leaders  to  work 
together  more  than  ever  before.  A  better  under- 
standing of  each  other's  programs  and  work  has 
created  a  bond  of  unity  and  fellowship  between 
eaders.  Second,  a  strong  desire  tO'  correlate  the 
)rograms    of    the    Boards    and    Auxiliaries  in  a 


united  program  of  Christian  advance.  The  above 
has  resulted  in  part,  from  an  awakened  aware- 
ness that  something  could  be  done,  and  in  part 
from  the  work  of  the  Central  Planning  and  Co- 
ordinating Committee.  (The  summary  report  of 
this  Committee  appeared  in  last  week's  Evan- 
gelist. ) 

Perhaps  not  all  that  was  done  this  past  year 
will  show  in  the  statistics,  but  it  certainly  shows 
in  the  spirit.  This  will  be  evident  even  more  as 
we  gather  next  month  in  the  1956  General  Con- 
ference. 

Last  year,  we  encouraged  the  Brethren  to  pray 
for  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  our 
Conference.  We  were  convinced  that  in  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  under  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  through  much  prayer  and  through  the  exer- 
cise of  Christian  grace,  many  of  our  problems 
could  be  solved.  We  cannot  improve  upon  that 
suggestion  this  year. 

Thus  we  are  urging  Brethren  everywhere,  in 
the  few  weeks  ahead,  to  again  spend  much  time 
in  prayer  for  another  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  so  that  this  1956  Conference  might  be  a 
testimony  to  His  power  and  grace.  In  this  spirit, 
what  we  do,  what  we  say,  and  what  we  plan  to  do 
in  His  will  in  the  coming  year,  will  redound  to 
His  glory,  and  will  see  a  more  effective  and  active 
witness  of  the  Brethren  to  His  saving  grace. 
Then,  that  which  has  been  gained,  will  not  be 
lost.  W.  S.  B. 

NO    EVANGELIST 


NEXT    WEEK 


In  keeping  with  our  policy  of  printing  fifty  issues  of 
THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST  a  year,  we  are  drop- 
ping next  week's  issue,  in  conformity  to  our  mailing  per- 
mit. The  next  EVANGELIST  which  you  will  receive  will 
be  that  of  August  4th. 
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ORST  LET  us  GET  the  setting  for  our  lesson 
■'•  this  morning,  then  we  will  consider  the  verses 
as  we  go  along.  We  read  in  the  preceding  verses 
of  that  wonderful  experience  of  the  disciples  and 
the  people  with  Jesus.  The  disciples  had  brought 
the  news  of  the  beheading  of  John  the  Baptist, 
and  Jesus  was  very  sad  and  departed  into  a  des- 
ert place,  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  great  moun- 
tains near  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  But  He  was  not 
permitted  to  be  alone.  While  He  and  the  disciples 
were  crossing  the  sea  in  the  ship  a  great  multi- 
tude of  people  had  gone  around  the  lake  by  the 
shore  road  to  meet  Him  when  He  arrived  on  the 
other  side.  After  He  had  taught  them,  and  the 
evening  was  come  His  disciples  would  have  sent 
the  people  away,  but  Jesus  said  it  was  not  nec- 
essary for  them  to  go  away.  And  he  told  the 
disciples  how  to  seat  the  people  upon  the  grass. 
And  He  blessed  the  five  loaves  and  two  fishes  and 
the  multitudes  were  fed  and  twelve  baskets  of 
fragments  were  remaining. 

Here,  I  believe  the  people  and  the  disciples 
were  much  as  Peter  was  on  the  Mount  of  Trans- 
figuration, they  would  have  built  a  tabernacle 
and  they  would  have  stayed  forever  right  there. 
But  Jesus  had  more  lessons  for  them  to  learn, 
and  we  all  know  that  there  is  little  work  done 


on  a  mountain  top,  or  in  a  desert  place.  You  anc| 
I,  in  our  mountain  top  experiences,  also  have  i 
desire  to  stay  thus  with  the  Lord  forever.  Hom 
long  has  it  been  since  you  have  had  a  mountaiij, 
top  experience  with  the  Lord  ?  How  my  memorji 
works  when  the  days  of  my  teens  come  bad 
and  the  thoughts  of  that  week  that  was  mj 
privilege  to  spend  in  the  mountains  of  Califor^ 
nia  with  a  group  of  His  disciples  and  HIM.  Wt' 
were  so  close  and  we  all  desired  to  stay  jusi 
that  way. 

But  Jesus  constrained  His  disciples  to  get  int» 
a  ship  and  to  go  before  Him  unto  the  other  sid' 
(the  place  of  work)  while  He  sent  the  multitude 
away.  And  even  so  He  sent  all  of  us  away  fronj 
that  summer  camp,  high  in  the  mountains  amon;' 
the  big  trees  of  California,  back  to  the  vallej; 
and  to  the  place  of  work.  And  we  are  sure  thai 
many  of  you  have  been  constrained  to  get  bac)! 
on  this  sea  of  life  and  return  to  the  place  of  worl< 

And  we  are  just  as  sure  that  Jesus  did  thi 
same  for  you  as  He  did  for  the  disciples  thai 
day.  He  departed  into  a  mountain  to  pray.  Wha  ' 
a  blessed  privilege  to  know  that  we  have  an  Aci 
vocate  with  the  Father,  even  Jesus  Christ  th 
righteous,  who  ever  maketh  intercession  for  u; 
We  have  an  High  Priest  who  knows  every  poir.i 
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TOILING 


IN 


ROWING 


Rev.  H.  William  Fells 


in  which  we  are  tempted  and  tried.  And  in  our 
Scripture  for  these  moments  we  see  Him  pray- 
ing and  watching  the  disciples.  And  in  the  fourth 
watch  of  the  night,  just  when  it  was  the  darkest, 
just  when  it  seemed  that  the  small  bark  must 
be  capsized  in  this  great  angry  sea.  When  the  waves 
were  dashing  high,  so  high,  it  was  just  then  that 
Jesus  came  unto  them.  But  they  were  concerned 
with  their  plight  and  did  not  recognize  Him; 
they  said  it  is  a  spirit.  And  I  can  see  Jesus  as 
he  heard  this  word.  Perhaps  He  even  walked 
away  from  the  boat  to  test  them  even  further, 
but  in  a  moment  we  hear  the  wonderful  words, 
Be  of  good  cheer;  it  is  I,  be  not  afraid.  Oh,  what 
a  relief  to  hear  these  wonderful  words.  But  don't 
you  know,  the  disciples  were  so  wrought  up 
that  they  could  not  accept  even  this.  And  then 
we  hear  that  impetuous  one  speak,  "Lord,  if  it 
be  thou,  bid  me  come  unto  thee  on  the  water." 
We  should  not  bargain  with  God,  and  yet  the 
Scriptures  tell  us,  in  1st  John,  to  test  the  spirits 
to  see  if  they  be  of  God.  When  these  disciples 
were  so  distraught  and  anxious  for  their  very 


(One  in  a  series  of  radio  messages  given  over 
WATG,  Ashland,  Ohio,  during  March  1956.) 


lives  perhaps  it  was  good  that  Peter  should  re- 
spond in  this  way.  Remember  his  response  to 
the  first  call  of  the  Lord,  "Peter,  come  and  fol- 
low me  and  I  will  make  you  to  become  fishers  of 
men."  Peter  had  laid  down  his  nets  and  left  all 
to  follow  Him. 

And  again  he  hears  the  words  of  the  Master, 
"Gome!"  and  we  see  Peter  stepping  out  of  the 
boat  and  walking  upon  the  waters  to  the  Lord. 
And  here  we  would  remind  you  of  the  condi- 
tions. Waves  dashing  almost  as  high  as  Peter 
was  himself.  The  wind  roaring  in  his  ears.  Per- 
haps the  heavens  rent  with  flashes  of  lightning 
and  the  great  claps  of  thunder.  But  he  had 
power  to  walk  upon  the  water,  because* the  One 
who  had  been  given  all  power, — that  is  what 
Jesus  had  said,  All  power  is  given  unto  me — 
had  bid  him  to  do  so.  And  as  long  as  Jesus  was 
the  center  of  his  thoughts,  as  long  as  he  kept 
his  eyes  turned  upon  Him  and  looked  full  in 
his  wonderful  face  he  continued  toward  Him. 
He  was  almost  to  Him  when  he  turned  for  just 
a  second,  perhaps  to  think,  just  look  what  I  am 
doing,  and  in  that  second  he  began  to  sink.  He 
had  come  too  far  to  reach  back  to  the  boat, 
there  was  only  one  thing  to  do  and  he  did  it, 
he  cried  out,   "Lord,  save  me."  And    the    Lord 
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reached  out  His  hand  and  caught  him  saying, 
"0  thou  of  httle  faith,  wherefore  didst  thou 
doubt?" 

The  wind  ceased  as  soon  as  Jesus  came  into 
the  boat  and  one  of  the  other  Gospel  writers 
says  immediately  they  reached  the  land  where 
they  were  going. 

What  a  lesson  for  us  today.  Are  you  toiling 
in  rowing  today?  Has  Jesus  asked  you  to  come 
to  Him  across  a  great  chasm  or  body  of  water, 


somewhere  you  can  not  see  your  way?  Just  turn 
your  eyes  upon  Him  and  look  full  in  His  won- 
derful face  and  the  things  of  earth  will  grow 
strangely  dim  in  the  light  of  His  glory  and 
grace.  Peter  was  human  just  as  you  are.  What  i 
the  Lord  did  for  him  He  can  do  for  you.  0  thou 
of  little  faith,  wherefore  didst  thou  doubt?  In- 
vite Jesus  into  your  bark  and  reach  the  point 
of  your  landing,  or  victory  immediately.  Let 
Him  help  in  you  as  you  Toil  in  rowing. 

Ashland,  Ohio. 


CONFERENCE  HOUSING  HEADQUARTERS 
WILL  BE  AT  JACOBS'  HALL 


Seventy  rooms  with  twin  beds  will  be  available.  Both 
men  and  women  will  be  accommodated.  Six  rooms  on 
first  floor  will  be  reserved  for  women  delegates  who  have 
difficulty  climbing  stairs. 

All  Conference  meals  will  be  served  in  Jacobs'  Hall 
dining-room.  A  commodious  lounge  is  arranged  for  your 
comfort. 

Sisterhood  girls  will  continue  to  room  at  Allen  Hall. 

Glenn  Haller  Court  will  not  be  open  this  year  for  Ju- 
nior boys.  Approximately  twenty  boys  can  be  accommo- 
dated at  the  Junior  and  Senior  houses. 

Rates — Rooms 

Jacobs'  Hall  room  $1.00  a  night  per  person,  two  in  a  room 
Allen  Hall  room  .  .$.50  a  night  per  person,  two  in  a  room. 
Sr.  and  Jr.  House  $.50  a  night  per  person,  two  in  a  room. 
Sisterhood  girls  and  Junior  boys  must  furnish  their 
own  sheets,  pillow  slips,  and  blankets. 


Rates — Meals 

Six  day  meal  ticket    $11.00i 

Breakfasts — .30    Dinners — .90   Lunches — .75 

PLEASE  READ  CAREFULLY 

Rooming  and  eating  at  Jacobs'  Hall  this  Conference 
time  should  be  a  real  pleasure  and  privilege  for  our  dele- 
gates. Jacobs'  Hall  has  been  constructed  with  borrowed 
Federal  funds.  It  is  self-liquidating.  We  need  to  have  it 
filled  with  delegates  and  friends  Conference  week.  You 
will  be  doing  a  real  favor  both  to  yourself  and  to  the 
College  by  rooming  and  taking  all  your  meals  at  Jacobs'- 
Hall.  Let  your  Conference  money  help  Ashland  College  to 
meet  her  building  obligations.  We  will  try  to  make  youi'i 
week  a  pleasant  one. 

No  deposits  are  required  for  rooms. 

For  reservations  write  to  A.  Glenn  Carpenter,  Business  j 
Manager,  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


The  new  Founders  Hall  at  Ashland  College 
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MISSIONARY    DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY   BOARD  OF  THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
524   College   Ave.,   Ashland,   Ohio.   Phone:    39  58  2 


Contributing    Editors:    W.    CLAYTON    BERKSHIRE.    Gen.    Se^'y. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER.   Adm.    Atiiitant 


WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  MY  QUARTER  ? 


By  Ray  W.  Wallace 

HIS  LITTLE  EYES  GLEAMED  as  he  looked  up  at 
me,  sparkling  like  shining  black  stones  set  in  a 
clear,  delicate  and  honest  face.  "What  happened  to  my 
quarter?"  he  inquired.  My  first  thought  was  that  he  had 
lost  his  Sunday  School  offering,  and  I  was  feeling  around 
in  my  almost-empty  pocket  to  see  if  there  could  possibly 
be  at  least  a  dime  in  that  collection  of  coins  that  felt 
conspicuously  like  pennies. 

"Your  quarter?"  I  responded.  "Did  you  lose  a  quar- 
ter?" And  with  that  question  his  face  became  almost  con- 
temptuous, as  if  he  were  saying,  "I  am  too  old,  too  wise, 
too  experienced  to  lose  money!"  and  I  felt  apologetic 
for  my  blunder.  But  he  quickly  rescued  me  by  answering, 
and  with  contempt. 

"No,  I  gave  it  away.  What  happened  to  it?"  And 
slowly,  as  is  so  often  true  with  adults  whose  older  minds, 
less  supple  and  active,  are  leagues  behind  those  of  their 
bright  children,  I  caught  on!  He  had  brought  some  money 
to  church  school,  and  now  his  curiosity  was  catching  up 
with  him.  He  wanted  to  know  where  it  had  gone. 

And  so  I  tried  to  trace  out  for  him  the  route  it  would 
take.  How  it  would  be  taken  to  the  church  office  where 
it  would  be  counted  with  all  the  other  dimes  and  quar- 
ters and  half  dollars  (and  sadly,  some  pennies);  then 
would  be  carried  to  the  bank  and  deposited;  entered  on 
a  book  where  records  were  kept;  and  finally  sent  to  one  of 
the  hundreds  of  places  where  church  money  goes — to  pay 
the  utilities,  buy  light  bulbs,  pay  for  the  Sunday  School 
paper  he  clutched  in  his  hand,  or  assure  a  servant  of 
Christ  in  far-away  Thailand  that  the  church  at  home  be- 
lieves in  and  supports  his  ministry. 

I  knew  that  his  little  mind  could  not  grasp  the  full  im- 
plication of  what  this  slow-witted  adult  was  trying  to 
tell  him,  but  he  seemed  satisfied.  And  when  he  turned 
to  leave,  I  felt  that  he  considered  his  investment  had 
been  reasonable  and  sound.  His  interest  also  confirmed 
the  truth,  "For  where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your 
heart  be  also."  (Matt.  6:21) 

Faithful  to  His  Trust 

Actually  the  most  revealing  part  of  his  question  was 
not  my  answer,  but  his  own  prior  act — he  had  fulfilled 
his  stewardship.  Part  of  the  money  which  had  been  given 
him  as  his  allowance  (and  are  we  not  told  that  all  wealth 
is  a  gift  from  God  ? )  had  been  used  as  he  had  been  taught 
to  use  it.  He  could  have  done  what  hundreds  of  small 
boys  have  persisted  in  doing.  He  could  have  tucked  this 
quarter  away  until  he  could  have  spent  it  for  an  ice 
cream  soda,  a  picture  show,  or  could  have  put  it  in  his 
savings  bank.  But  if  this  occurred  to  him  as  a  possibility, 
or  if  it  had  been  suggested  by  a  worldly  young  friend, 
it  was  not  done.  He  had  fulfilled  his  trust. 


Sometimes  the  extent  of  all  our  giving  is  limited  be- 
cause we  are  afraid  of  what  happens  to  what  we  give 
away.  We  are  not  sure  that  it  will  be  spent  as  we  would 
spend  it.  It  is  merged  into  a  larger  treasury  and  we  can- 
not follow  it  and  personally  determine  its  use.  But  what 
we  fail  to  recognize  is  that  God  has  already  trusted  us; 
and  He  has  also  suggested  that  a  portion  of  that  which 
is  our  temporary  trust  should  be  shared  generously  with 
His  Church. 

What  Will  God  Say? 

If  we  keep  all  that  God  has  given  us,  protecting  it, 
saving  it,  hoarding  it  (for  whatever  reason)  are  we  un- 
like those  children  who  buy  candy  with  their  church 
school  money,  or  who  save  dimes  they  have  been  told 
they  should  share  with  others  ? 

We  ought  to  be  concerned  about  the  trustworthiness 
of  those  who  administer  our  hard-earned  gifts.  We  have 
a  right  to  ask  questions,  to  demand  an  honest  account- 
ing. But  we  ought  also  to  look  at  ourselves;  are  we  as 
honest  with  the  dollars,  the  land,  the  rich  resources  of 
the  earth,  the  investments  which  are  so  temporarily  in 
our  keeping?  Could  it  ever  be  possible  that  God  himself 
might,  in  some  great  hour  of  judgment,  expect  an  ac- 
counting from  you,  and  ask:  "What  happened  to  my  good 
earth,  the  rich  treasures  of  my  world,  the  wealth  which 
you  have  secured  only  because  I  have  given  you  life  and 
freedom  and  the  power  to  create  and  save?"  What  will 
you  say  then? 

— from  Christian  Stewardship — Unified  Promotion 


FiNANCES- 


DENOMINATIONALLY 

A  FEW  WEEKS  AGO  (Evangelist,  June  16,  1956, 
page  10)  the  Co-Ordinating  Finance  Committee  is- 
sued an  announcement  in  which  they  desired  to  know  how 
many  churches  are  giving  the  minimum  standard  of 
$12.00  per  member  per  year  to  Denominational  work. 

W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  a  member  of  that  Committee 
now  notes  that  four  churches  have  responded  to  that  re- 
quest, but  feels  there  are  many  more  of  our  churches 
which  have  attained,  and  even  surpassed  that  minimum 
figure. 

He  would  like  to  hear  from  more  of  our  churches.  Send 
your  report  of  the  amount  contributed  per  member  to: 
W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
(To  get  this  per  member  average,  simply  divide  the 
church's  total  contribution  to  denominational  work — Mis- 
sions, College  and  Seminary,  Publication,  Benevolent 
Board,  Sunday  School  Association  and  Brethren  Youth, 
by  the  church's  book  membership.) 


PAGE  EIGHT 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Tentative  Program 

of  the 

Sixty-Eighth 
General  Conference 

of  the 


August  13-19, 1956 

Ashland.  Ohio 


SESSIONS   WILL   BE   HELD    IN   MEMORIAL   CHAPEL 
General  Theme:  1952-1957:  "Into  All  The  World"  Conference  Text:  Psalm  127:1 

1956  Theme:  "Building  With  God"  Conference  Theme  Song:  "In  the  Service  of  the  King" 


6:30- 
7:30- 
7:45- 
8:00 


THE  PROGRAM 

Monday  evening — August  13 

7:15     Credentials  will  be  received  by  the  Confer- 
ence Membership  Committee 
Praise  Service 

Led  by  the  Conference  Song  Director 
Devotions  by  the  Moderator 

Rev.  L.  V.  King 
Vice  Moderator's  Address  .Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose 
"The  Divine  Partnership" 


7:45 
8:00 


Tuesday  morning — August  14 

8:00-  9:00     Simultaneous  Sessions: 

Ministers,    Laymen,    S.  M.  M.,    Brotherhood, 

W.M.  S. 
9:00-  9:15     Musical  Meditations 
9:15-  9:45     Devotional  Hour 

Theme:  BUILDING  THROUGH  DOCTRINE 

Song 

Prayer    Rev.    Bruce    Shanholtz 

Message Rev.  Edvi^ard  L.  Miller 

"The  Two  Basic  Doctrines  of  Our  Church" 


9:45-11:00     Business  Session 

Membership  Committee  Report 
Election  of  Conference  Officers 
Election  of  New  Conference  Executive  Com- 
mittee 
Conference  Treasurer's  Report 
Special  Committees  Reports 
11:00-12:00     Singspiration 

Prayer   Rev.  J.  G.  Dodds 

Moderator's  Address   Rev.  L.  V.  King 

"Building    The    Local   Church" 

Tuesday  afternoon 

1:30-  2:30     Inspirational     Program     sponsored     by    the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society 
"Brethren  Women  at  Work  Through   Stew- 
ardship" 
Theme  Song: 

Devotions  .  .  Mrs.  Frank  Morrison,  Dayton,  0. 
President  of  the  Ohio  W.  M.  S. 

Vocal    Solo    Rev.    Ralph    McFadden, 

Akron,  Indiana 

Message    Dr.  James  G.  Patton, 

Executive  Secretary  of  the  General  Coun- 
cil of  Presbyterian  Church,  Atlanta,  Ga» .  { 
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CONFERENCE   ORGANIZATION— 1955-56 

Moderator    L.    V.    King 

Vice   Moderator    Smith   F.   Rose 

Secretary   C.  Y.  Gilmer 

Assistant   Secretary    H.   F,   Berkshire 

Treasurer    Joe  E.    Stookey 

Statistician    William    S.  Crick 
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Executive  Committee 

Southeastern  District.  . .  Milton  M.  Robinson,  E.  L.  Miller 
Pennsylvania  District  ....B.  F.  Buzard,  Cecil  Bolton,  Jr. 

Ohio  District   William  S.  Crick,  John  T.  Byler 

Indiana  District  Max  Miller,  Thomas  Shannon 

Central  District    H.  Francis  Berkshire 

Mid-West  District    John   F.  Burton 

Northern  California  District    Lester  Schmeidt 


:00  Conference  Committee  Meetings 

Tuesday  evening 

:45-  7rl5     Combined  Youth  and  Adult  Vespers 

"Jonathan"   Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal 

:25-  9:00     Inspirational     Program     sponsored     by     the 
Laymen 
Devotions   Isaac  Litton 

Address  Malvin  R.  Goode, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Active  Layman,  Reporter 
on  Pittsburgh  Courier  —  Largest  Negro 
Newspaper  in  the  World.  Also,  Newscaster 
on  Pittsburgh  radio  and  T.  V. 

Wednesday  morning — August  15 

:00-  9:00     Simultaneous  Sessions 

Ministers,    Laymen,    W.    M.    S.,    S.   M.    M., 

Brotherhood 

Musical  Meditations 

Devotional  Hour 

Theme:      BUILDING     THROUGH     BIBLE 

MEDITATION 
Song 

Prayer   Rev.  H.  William  Fells 

Message   Rev.  Alvin  Grumbling 

"Day    and    Night" 

9:45-11:00     Business  Session 

9:45-10:15     Brethren   Publishing    Company 

Session 

10:15-11:00     Conference  Reports 
Conference  Minutes 
Membership  Committee  Report 
Executive    Committee's    Report    on    Modera- 
tor's Address 
Report    of    Committee    on    Moderator's    Ad- 
dress 
Committee  on  Committees  Report 
Co-Ordinating  Planning  Committee  Report 
Nomination  and  Election  of  Membership  on: 
Mission  Board 
Benevolent  Board 
National   Sunday  School   Board 
Fraternal   Relation's   Committee   Report 
Committee  on  Peace  Report 
Reports  of  other  Committees 


11:00-12:00     Workshops— Lecture  Period 

TITLE  AREA  LEADER  BOARD 


Anointing 

Brethren 

Dean 

Ashland 

the  Sick 

Doctrine 

Delbert 

Theological 

for  Healing 

B.   Flora 

Seminary 

The  Answer 

Stewardship 

Rev.    Clayton 

National 

Is 

Berkshire 

Missionary 

Stewardship 

Board 

Brethren  Sunday  Rev.  Clate 

S.   S.  School  A.  Risley 

Problems  Work 


National 
S.  S. 
Association 


Wednesday  afternoon 


1:30-  2:30 


3:00-  4:00 


6:45-  7:15 


7:25-  9:00 


8:00- 

9:00 

9:00- 

9:15 

9:15- 

9:45 

9:45-11:00 


Workshops    (Continue)      Discussion    Period 
Each  person  should  attend  the  discussion 
period  of  the  workshop  they  attended  in 
the  morning. 
S.  M.  M.   Tea  in  the   Little   Theater 
W.  M.  S.  to  be  guests  of  the  S.  M.  M. 

Wednesday  evening 

Combined  Youth  and  Adult  Vespers 

"Mephibosheth" Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal 

Sunday    School    Board    Presentation 

Address   Rev.  Clate  A.  Risley, 

General     Secretary,     National    S.    S.    As- 
sociation, Chicago,  111. 

"A   Strategic  Gathering" 

Thursday  morning — August  16 

Simultaneous  Sessions 

Ministers,    Laymen,     S.  M.  M.,    Brotherhood, 

W.  M.  S. 

Musical  Meditations 

Devotional  Hour 

Theme:     BUILDING    THROUGH    FAMILY 

WORSHIP 
Song 

Prayer    Rev.    Austin   Gable 

Message    Rev.  Cecil  Bolton,  Jr. 

"Family  Worship,  Why  and  How" 
Business  Session 
Conference  Minutes 
Membership  Committee  Report 
Benevolent  Board  Session 
Financial    Report    of    the    National    Sunday 

School  Association 
Statistician's  Report 
Report  of  Special  Committees 
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11:00-12:00     Workshops— Lecture  Period 

Note:  A  workshop  other  than  the  one  at- 
tended on  Wednesday  should  be  attended 
today. 


TITLE 

Anointing 
the  Sick 
for  Healing 


AREA 

Brethren 
Doctrine 


LEADER 

Dean 
Delbert 
B.  Flora 


BOARD 

Ashland 

Theological 

Seminary 


The  Answer     Stewardship     Rev.   Clayton   National 
Is  Berkshire  Missionary 

Stewardship  Board 


Brethren  Sunday 

S.J  S.  School 

Problems  Work 


Rev.  Clate         National 
A.  Risley  S.  S. 

Association 


Thursday  afternoon 

1:30-  2:30     Workshops   (Continue)     Discussion  Period 

Each  person  should  attend  the  discussion 
period  of  the   workshop   they  attended  in 
the  morning. 
3:00-  4:00     W.  M.  S,  Session 

"Brethren    Women   at   Work   Through    Mis- 
sions" 
Theme  Song 

Devotions    Mrs.   Frank  Morrison 

Message  Mrs.  Robert  Bischof 

Thank    Offering:     Southeastern  District  W. 
M.  S. 

Thursday  evening 

6:45-  7:15     Combined  Youth  and  Adult  Vespers 

"Daniel" Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal 

7:25-  9:00     Missionary  Board  Presentation 

"Progress  in   Missions — In  Nigeria,   Argen- 
tina, Kentucky  and  Mission  Churches" 
Consecration    of    new    missionaries: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Rowsey,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Kraft 

Friday  morning — August  17 

Simultaneous  Sessions 

Ministers,    Laymen,    S.  M.  M.,    Brotherhood, 

W.  M.  S. 

Musical  Meditations 

Devotional  Hour 

Theme:   BUILDING  THROUGH  PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Song 

Prayer    Rev.   Herbert   Gilmer 

Message    Rev.  Virgil  Ingraham 

"Personal    Evangelism's   Possibilities" 
9:45-11:00     Business  Session 

Conference  Minutes 

Membership  Committee  Report 

Report  of  Co-Ordinating  Finance  Committee 

Financial    Report    of    the    Brethren    Youth 

Board 
Financial   Report  of  the  Mission  Board 
Nomination  and  Election  of  Youth  Board 
Nomination    and    Election    of    Brotherhood 

Board 


8:00-  9:00 


9:00-  9:15 
9:15-  9:45 


Report  of  Special  Committees 
11:00-12:00     Singspiration 

Prayer  Rev.  Bright  Hanna 

Bible  Study  Rev.  Virgil  Meyer 

Friday  afternoon 

12:15  W.  M.  S.  Luncheon 

Program   by  Lanark  and   Milledgeville,  111.,  , 
W.  M.  S. 
1:30-  2:30     Co-Ordinating  Finance  Committee  Presenta- 
tion 

Friday  evening 

6:45-  7:15     Combined  Youth  and  Adult  Vespers 

"Ezra"  Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal 

7:25-  9:00     Ashland  College  and  Seminary  Program 

Saturday  morning — August  18 

8:00-  9:00     Simultaneous  Sessions 

Ministers,    Laymen,    S.  M.  M.,    Brotherhood, 
W.  M.  S. 

9:00-  9:15     Musical  Meditations 

9:15-  9:45     Devotional  Hour 

Theme:  BUILDING  THROUGH  PERSONAL 

DEVOTION 
Song 

Prayer Rev.  Elmer  Keck 

Message   Rev.  Kenneth  Solomon  i 

9:45-11:00     Business  Session 

Conference  Minutes 
Membership  Committee  Report 
Time  and  Place  of  1957  General  Conference  i 
Action  on  Printing  of  Conference  Annual 
Report  of  Goals  Committee 
Report  of  Resolutions  Committee 
Unfinished    Business,    other   reports 
Installation  of  New  Conference  Officers 
Adjournment  of  business  session — sine  die 
11 :00-12 :00     Singspiration 

Prayer   Rev.  Arthur  H.  Tinkeli 

Bible  Study   Dr.  E,  M.  Riddlei 

"The  Full  Result  of  the  Gospel" 

Saturday  afternoon 

1:30  BRETHREN    YOUTH    PROGRAM 

"Songs  in  the  Afternoon" 

In  the  Chapel 
Crafts   Rev.  John  Bylen 

Saturday  evening 

6:45-  7:15     Combined  Youth  and   Adult  Vespers 

"Nehemiah"   Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushals 

7:30-  9:00  BRETHREN  YOUTH  PRESENTATION 

Speaker:  Rolf  Stolpner  (just  returned  fronK 
Europe) 

Sunday  morning — August  19 

9:30-10:15     Sunday  School 

Sunday    School    Superintendent    . . 

Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose 

Adult  and  Youth  Teacher   .... 

Rev.  E.  L.  Millei 

Children   Park  Street  Churcl 


m 
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10:15-10:30     Musical  Interlude 
10:30-11:30     Worship  Service 

Doxology 

Invocation    Conference   Moderator 

Hymn  of  Praise 

Devotions  Rev,  A.  T.  Ronk 

Offertory 

Special  Music 

Sermon   Rev,  J,  Ray  Klingensmith 

"Jesus   the    Carpenter:    Master-Builder    and 
Architect" 


Ijl  4J1 


i{i 


Resolutions:  William  H.  Anderson,  Catherine  Benshoff, 
Joyce  Saylor 

Co-Ordinating  Finance:  Myron  Kem,  John  Eck,  Harry 
Berkshire,  Walter  C.  Wertz,  Claud  Studebaker,  W.  C. 
Berkshire,  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  L.  V.  King,  J.  E,  Stookey, 
Mrs.  U.  J.  Shively,  Mrs.  J.  Garber  Drushal 

Central  Planning  and  Co-Ordinating  Committee:  L.  V. 

King,  Spencer  Gentle,  W.  C.  Berkshire,  E.  M.  Riddle, 
Mrs.  Clarence  Fairbanks,  W,  S.  Benshoff,  Woodrow  B. 
Brant,  Glenn  Clayton,  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  Carol  Berkshire, 
Delbert  B.  Flora 

(Programs  of  Auxiliaries  in  Next  Evangelist) 


COMMITTEES 

Committee  On  Committees:  N,  V.  Leatherman,  H.  H. 
Rowsey,  W,  S.  Benshoff 

Rules  and  Organization:  George  T.  Ronk,  J,  G.  Dodds, 

Wayne  Swihart 

Tellers:  Thomas   Shannon,  J.  Edgar  Berkshire,  Harold 

Bamett 

Conference  Membership:  Smith  F.  Rose,  Milton  M,  Rob- 
inson, Alvin  H.  Grumbling,  Elmer  Keck,  Cecil  Bolton,  Jr., 
Isaac  Litton,  Edwin  Puterbaugh 

Moderator's  Address:   Ralph  E.    Mills,    Myron    Dodds, 

Lyie  Lichtenberger 

Peace:  Clarence  Fairbanks,  Floyd  Benshoff,  Delbert  B. 
Flora 

Anniversary  Program:  Percy  C.  Miller,  C,  A.  Stewart, 
Charles  Munson,  Clarence  Fairbanks,  Floyd  Sibert,  W.  S. 
Benshoff,  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  Woodrow  B.  Brant 

Goals:  Robei-t  K.  Higgins,  William  S.  Crick,  Henry 
Bates,  E.  J.  Black,  L.  0.  McCartneysmith 

Finance:  J.   E.   Stookey,  Walter  Lichtenberger,  Harlan 

Hollewell 

Spiritual  State  of  the  Churches:  L.  V.  King,  E.  L.  Mil- 
ler, John  F.  Burton,  Wilbur  Thomas,  Spencer  Gentle, 
John  T.  Byler,  Harry  Berkshire,  Cecil  Johnson,  Austin 
Gable,  Thomas  Shannon,  E.  J.  Beekley 

Publicity:  Phillip  Lersch,  Sr.,  Charles  Munson,  Robert 
Keplinger 

Church  Polity:  J.  Garber  Drushal,  W.  E.  Ronk  (de- 
ceased), Arthur  H.  Tinkel,  L.  E.  Lindower,  Dyoll  Belote 

Fraternal  Relations:  1956— Myron  Kem,  W.  C.  Berk- 
shire, C.  Y.  Gilmer,  W.  E.  Ronk  (deceased),  1957— Vir- 
gil E.  Meyer,  Freeman  Ankrum,  E.  L.  Miller;  1958 — John 
P.  Locke,  R.  F.  Porte,  W.  I.  Duker 

Ways  and  Means:  Robert  Hoffman,  William  Keeling,  J, 
Ray  Klingensmith,  Horace  Huse,  Robert  Holsinger,  Joseph 
Shultz,  John  Golby,  George  Solomon,  G.  B.  Hanna,  J.  D, 
Hamel 

Music:  W.  S.  Benshoff,  H.  D.  Hunter,  IVIrs.  Robert  Kep- 
linger 


^mh  to  %p0t 


DANIEL.  Mr.  Bert  Daniel,  a  resident  of  the  Breth- 
ren's Home,  Flora,  Indiana,  passed  away,  June  10,  in  the 
Kokomo  hospital.  Funeral  service  was  in  the  Loree  Breth- 
ren Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member;  Rev.  Claud 
Studebaker  officiating,   assisted   by  the   undersigned. 

C.  A.  Stewart. 


BELOTE.  Mrs.  Nellie  Belote,  wife  of  Rev,  Dyoll  Be- 
lote, a  resident  of  the  Brethren's  Home,  Flora,  Indiana, 
passed  away  in  the  St.  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Lafayette, 
Indiana,  June  24th.  The  service  was  in  the  Brethren 
Church  of  Flora,  of  which  she  was  a  member.  She  had 
been  in  failing  health  for  several  months.  Rev.  H.  E. 
Eppley,  of  Winona  Lake,  a  friend  of  the  family  of  long 
standing,  assisted  the  writer  in  conducting  the  service. 
Interment  in  Maple   Lawn  cemetery  near  Flora. 

C.  A.  Stewart. 


AILER.  Mrs.  Florence  Ailer,  a  resident  of  the  Breth- 
ren's Home,  Flora,  Indiana,  died  very  suddenly  while 
sitting  on  a  chair  at  the  breakfast  table  on  July  2nd.  The 
body  was  taken  to  Tiosa,  Indiana,  and  the  service  was  in 
the  Brethren  Church,  of  which  she  was  a  member.  Rev. 
Wayne  Swihart,  the  pastor,  officiating. 

C.  A.  Stewart. 


»    » 


Our  Poefs  Corner 


«  «  «  « 


(The  following-  poem  was  written  by  MELANIE 
SPEICHER,  a  Junior  age  girl  from  our  North 
Manchester  Church.) 

"The  Bible  tells  us  how  to  live  each  day, 
As  we  travel  down  life's  highway; 
It  tells  you  which  road  to  take, 
So  the  right  decisions  you  will  make." 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS  I 


Vrayer  Wleeting 
Studies 

'By  (2.  T.  §ilmer 


THE  FACE  OF  DEATH 

Death  wears    a    strange   and    dreadful    face. 
For   days    and   months    and    years 
I   would   not   look,   but  turned   aside 
With  loathing  and  with  fears. 

But  now  I  know  that  to  God's  child 
Death   never  comes   alone 
To  fright   the   soul;  for  with   him   walks 
My   Lord,  my  Blessed   One. 

And  so  when  death  shall  come  to  me 
I   need   not  see  his   face. 
For  I  shall   turn  and  hide  my  eyes 
Upon  His  breast  Whose  grace 

Abounds  beyond  my  deepest  need, 
Beyond  my  final  breath  ... 
And  He   will   gently   take   me   Home,   and   I 
Shall  never  see  the  face  of  death. 

—Martha  Snell  Nicholson. 

DEATH  IS  A  TERRIBLE  FACT  (Job  18:14).  It  is 
unavoidable  (Heb.  9:27).  Our  bodies  are  now  dying 
because  of  sin  (Rom.  8:10).  Death  is  the  experience  be- 
fore all  men  (Rom.  5:12).  Death  is  the  common  destiny 
of  all  (1  Cor.  15:22).  We  have  it  coming  (2  Sam.  14:14). 
It  is  an  appointment  (Heb.  9:27).  Our  bodies  must  go 
back   to   dust   (Gen.   3:19;   Eccles.   3:20). 

Medical  science  may  postpone  death  but  cannot  ulti- 
mately win  against  death  (Eccles.  8:8;  Psalm  89:48). 
Wealth  is  not  the  answer  to  death  (Prov.  11:4).  How 
utterly  helpless  is  man  in  the  face  of  death  (Psalm  22: 
29)!  So,  the  man  who  is  not  ready  for  death  in  a  right- 
eous sense  God  calls  a  "fool"  (Luke  12:16-20).  Death  is 
the  realm  from  which  we  do  not  return  (Job  7:9,  10;  2 
Sam.  12:23).  To  those  who  are  outside  of  Christ  there 
is  no  exemption  from  the  bittei'ness  of  death  (1  Sam. 
15:32;  Job  18:14). 

Upon  the  death  of  a  human  body,  the  spirit  goes  to 
"God  who  gave  it"  (Eccles.  12:7).  To  the  Christ  rejector 
this  will  be  a  fearful  matter  (Heb.  10:31)  from  which 
there  is  no  escape  (Job  27:22).  His  portion  is  the  tor- 
ments of  Hell  (Luke  16:23,  24,  25,  28).  Sinners  fear 
the  judgment  (Acts  24:25).  for  they  there  face  torment 
(John  4:17,  18).  Heaven  is  for  the  prepared,  and  Hell 
for  the  unprepared  (  John  8:21,  24).  Everyone  will  have 
to  give  an  account  unto  God  for  the  stewardship  of  his 
life  (Rom.  14:22;  1  Peter  4:5;  Eccles.  12:14;  2  Cor. 
5:10).  Here  is  a  motive  for  soul   winning   (2  Cor.  5:11). 

According  to  the  Bible  the  sinner  faces  the  hurtful 
"second  death"  (Rev.  2:11),  which  is  final  separation 
from  God.  Jesus,  Who  is  "the  truth"  (John  14:6),  has 
faithfully  warned  us  against  this   (Matt.  10:28).  We  are 


told  exactly  in  Scripture  who  will  face  the  second  deat 
(Rev.  20:14,  15;  21:8). 

"There  is  a  death  whose  pang 
Outlasts    this    fleeting    breath, 
Oh,  what  eternal  horrors  hang 
Around  one's  second  death." 

But  Jesus  became  our  Kinsman  Redeemer  and  die 
a  supernatural  as  well  as  natural  death  to  deliver  us  fror 
the  "fear  of  death"  (Heb.  2:14,  15).  His  victory  ove 
death,  Hell,  and  the  grave  He  shares  with  His  own  ( 
Cor.  15:57).  He  has  the  "keys  of  death  and  of  Hades 
(Rev.  1:17,  18).  Jesus  commands  us  who  believe  on  Hin; 
not  to  fear  death  (Luke  12:4).  To  Paul  death  was  a  "de 
parture"  (2  Tim.  4:6).  Paul  had  a  "desire  to  depart' 
(Phil.  1:23).  Death  to  the  Christian  is  the  putting  of 
of  this  temporary  tabernacle  for  "an  house  .  .  .  eterna, 
in  the  heavens"  (2  Cor.  5:1).  The  Chi-istian  will  neve 
die  spiritually,  the  second  death  (John  11:26).  He  hai 
found  a  "ransom"  for  his  soul  (Job  33:24;  1  Tim.  2:5,  6 
Mark  10:45).  He  has  been  healed  by  the  Great  Physi 
cian  of  the  soul  (Isaiah  53:5).  To  the  Christian  it  is  no' 
death  to  die  (2  Tim  1:10). 


Study  big  the  MU  CessoH  I 

William   H.  Anderson 

Lesson  for  July  29,  1956 

WITNESSING  THROUGH  SUFFERING 

Lesson:  I  Peter  1:3-9;  5:6-11 

"HOPE,"  says  Dr.  A.  W.  Tozer,  "is  the  sweet  antici- 
pation of  desirable  things  promised  but  not  yet  realized." 
Even  as  FAITH  characterizes  the  writings  of  Paul,  and 
LOVE  is  the  keyword  of  John  the  Beloved,  so  is  HOPE 
the  theme  of  Peter's  writings. 

It  was  to  suffering,  trial-ladened  Christians  that  Petei 
wrote  his  message  of  HOPE.  Even  in  the  midst  of  se- 
vere trial  and  intense  suffering  Peter  says  the  Chris-i 
tian  has  a  HOPE  that  is  stedfast  and  true. 

The  Christian's  HOPE  is  a  "living  hope"  because  of 
the  "resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead"  (1:3), 
Therefore,  he  needs  not  despair.  Though  he  suffers  much 
in  this  present  life,  he  can  rejoice  in  his  Godly  inheri- 
tance which  awaits  him.  This  inheritance  is  "incorrup-| 
tible  (imperishable),  and  undefiled  (untarnished,  un-i 
soiled),  and  that  fadeth  not  away  (eternal),  reserved 
in  heaven  for  you.  .  ." 

What  a  comfort  this  should  be  to  every  suffering,  per- 
secuted Saint!  Peter  says  because  of  the  promise  of  our 
Hope  of  Tomorrow,  we  can  Rejoice  in  the  Trials  of  To-i 
day! 

There  is  another  reason  the  suffering  should  not  de- 
spair. The  tribulations  and  trials  of  this  life  are  only! 
"for  a  season."  The  days  may  seem  long,  and  the  nightsj 
may  be  trying,  but  there  will  come  an  end  to  all  this;^ 
When  the  brief  hour  of  this  life  is  over  those  who  have* 
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suffered  will  be  able  to  say  with  the  Apostle  Paul:  "For 
I  reckon  that  the  sufferings  of  this  present  time  are  not 
worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which  shall  be  re- 
vealed in  us"  (Rom.  8:18). 

Peter  would  also  remind  his  readers  that  there  is  a 
purpose  for  their  suffering.  The  poet  has  put  it  in  these 
words: 

"I  learn  as  the  years  i-oU  onward  and  leave  the  past  be- 
hind, 
That  much  I  have  counted  sorrow  but  proves  our  God 
is  kind; 
That  many  a  flower  I  longed  for  had  a  hidden  thorn  of 
pain — 
And    many  a    rugged    bypath    led    to    fields    of  ripened 
grain." 

God  is  now  permitting  you  to  go  through  the  fire  that  ye 
may  be  purified.  "That  the  trial  of  your  faith,  being  much 
more  precious  than  of  gold  that  perisheth,  though  it  be 
tried  with  fire,  might  be  found  unto  praise  and  honor  and 
glory  at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ"  (1:7). 

In  the  midst  of  trial  and  suffering  you  may  have  the 
assurance  of  God's  help  and  strength.  The  enemy  may 
destroy  this  old  body,  but  he  cannot  touch  the  soul.  God 
watches  over  each  and  every  one  of  His  Children,  for 
they  are  "kept  by  the  power  of  God."  When  you  expe- 
rience that  heaviness  of  spirit,  and  you  feel  you  cannot 
go  on,  remember  you  can  cast  "all  your  care  upon  Him; 
for  He  careth  for  you"  (5:8). 

Peter  closes  his  first  epistle  with  the  pronouncement 
of  this  benediction  upon  the  suffering  ones  down  through 
the  years:  "And  God,  the  giver  of  every  spiritual  bless- 
ing, who  through  your  union  with  Christ  has  called  you 
to  His  eternal  glory,  after  you  have  suffered  a  little 
while,  will  Himself  make  you  perfect,  firm,  and  strong. 
To   Him   be   dominion   forever.   Amen."   (5:10-11 — Wms.). 


Lesson  for  August  5,  1956 

A  CALL  TO  CHRISTIAN  LIVING  (Temperance) 

Lesson:  I  Peter  4:1-11 

"Jesus  calls  us,  o'er  the  tumult 

Of  our  life's  wild,  restless  sea, 
Day  by  day  His  sweet  voice  soundeth, 

Saying,  'Christian,  follow  me'." 

THE  WORDS  OF  THIS  song  are  a  good  introduction 
to  today's  lesson,  "A  Call  to  Christian  Living."  We 
are  oft  reminded  that  Christ  is  calling  for  men  and  wo- 
men to  follow  Him.  He  says:  "Come  unto  Me"  (Matt. 
11:28).  This  is  the  Call  to  Discipleship.  Likewise,  He  is- 
sues a  Call  to  Christian  Living  in  these  words:  "Come 
after  Me"  (Matt.  16:24). 

The  Call    goes   forth   today   to  Christians   all   over  the 
world   to   live   the    Christian   Life   as   it   should   be  lived! 


A  Christian  should  be  different!  He  no  longer  should  live 
after  the  lust  of  the  fiesh  as  he  did  in  former  days.  "For 
he  that  hath  suffered  in  the  flesh  hath  ceased  from  sin; 
that  he  no  longer  should  live  the  rest  of  his  time  in  the 
flesh  to  the  lusts  of  men,  but  to  the  will  of  God." 

There  are  many  people,  Peter  would  say,  who  live 
simply  to  gratify  the  sinful  desires  of  the  fiesh.  They 
indulge  in  evil  practices,  and  then  "think  it  strange  that 
ye  run  not  with  them  to  the  same  excess  of  riot."  But — 
someday — they  are  going  to  be  required  to  "give  ac- 
count to  Him  that  is  ready  to  judge  the  quick  (living) 
and  the  dead." 

There's  a  special  reason  why  the  Godly  person  should 
respond  to  the  Call  of  Christian  Living  now.  It  is  this: 
"The  end  of  all  things  is  at  hand."  We  are  living  in  the 
last  days  before  the  Son  of  Man  shall  come  again.  There- 
fore: 

1.  "Be   ye.    .    .sober"    (self -controlled,   seriousminded) — 
vs.  7. 

2.  "Watch    unto    prayer" — vs.    7.    "Pray    that    ye   enter 
not  into  temptation"  (Luke  22:40). 

3.  Manifest  "fervent  charity"  to  one  another  (lit.,  "love 
stretched  to  the  limit")- — vs.  8. 

4.  Exhibit  a  spirit  of  "hospitality  one  to  another"  (act 
of  loving  the  stranger) — vs.  9. 

5.  Minister    to    each    other    "as    good   stewards    of    the 
manifold  grace  of  God" — vs.  10. 

"By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them,"  said  Jesus 
(Matt.  7:20).  The  man  whd  says  he  is  a  Christian  will 
prove  his  TALK  by  his  WALK!  Peter  would  say  the 
Christian  has  a  responsibility  to  live  right,  and  act  right, 
if  he  would  share  in  the  benefits  of  salvation. 

Not  only  must  a  Christian  exhibit  Christ-like  charac- 
teristics to  share  in  the  glories  of  salvation,  but  to  es- 
cape judgment  at  the  hand  of  Almighty  God  because  of 
disobedience.  "For  the  time  is  come  that  judgment  must 
begin  at  the  house  of  God:  and  if  it  first  begin  at  us, 
what  shall  the  end  be  of  them  that  obey  not  the  gospel 
of  God?"  (4:17). 

Beloved,  sometimes  we  are  guilty  of  making  the  Chris- 
tian Life  too  easy!  The  responsibility  of  being  a  Chris- 
tian is  great!  It  is  costly!  Paul  says  "that  we  must 
through  much  tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God" 
(Acts  14:22). 

In  spite  of  the  difficulties  of  being  a  Christian,  we  are 
assured  of  Divine  help  and  strength.  "I  can  do  all  things," 
says  Paul,  "through  Christ  which  strengtheneth  me" 
(Phil.  4:13). 

"Jesus  calls  us,  by  Thy  mercies, 

Savior,  may  we  hear  Thy  call, 
Give  our  hearts  to  Thine  obedience, 

Serve  and  love  Thee  best  of  all." 


General  Conference  Meefs 

on  Easfern  Standard  Time 


Bring  the  whole  familif  to  Conference  next  month. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth   Director 


Marlin  McCann,    Ray  Aspinall,    Phil  Lersch,    Chuck  Huff 
WANTED! 

THESE  FELLOWS  may  look  like  four  convicts  wanted 
for  some  notorious  crime,  but  we've  moved  their  pic- 
ture from  the  bottom  of  the  page  (last  week)  to  the  top 
of  the  page  because  they  compose  the  AMBASSADOR 
QUARTET  for  1956-1957.  The  only  thing  that  is  "wanted" 
about  them  is  an  enthusiastic  audience  in  every  Breth- 
ren Church  where  they  will  sing  and  speak  when  they 
begin  traveling  for  Brethren  Youth  early  in  August. 

These  four  future  ministers  of  the  Brethren  Church 
are  interested  in  traveling  together  to  Europe  as  am- 
bassadors of  Christ,  their  church,  and  their  country.  They 
would  like  to  spend  next  summer  spreading  Christ's  love, 
broadening  the  vision  of  our  church,  and  proving  that 
we  Christians  in  America  live  the  Gospel. 

Rolf  Stolpner,  a  German  exchange  student  who  this 
June  graduated  from  Ashland  College,  with  honors,  plans 
to  go  as  interpreter  and  pianist  for  the  group.  He  is  in 
Europe  this  summer,  traveling  at  his  own  expense  ar- 
ranging with  German  churches  an  itinerary  for  the  quar- 
tet next  summer.  It  was  Rolf  who  first  dreamed  of  the 
plan.  Having  lived  his  early  life  under  Hitler  and  then 
the  Russian  regime  since  he  lived  in  Eastern  Germany 
he  never  thought  highly  of  Americans.  In  fact  when  he 
received  the  opportunity  to  come  to  this  country,  he  hesi- 
tated because  of  the  prejudice  built  up  in  his  mind  about 
the  United  States.  Now,  after  living  here  two  years,  he 
realizes  he  was  wrong  and  he  wants  to  show  others  like 
himself  evidences  of  brotherly  love  he  has  found  here. 
It  was  in  traveling  with  the  Ambassador  Quartet  last 
summer  that  Rolf  received  his  inspiration. 

By  arranging  before-hand  the  quartet  plans  to  com- 
mission a  German  pastor  to  travel  with  them  to  facilitate 
evangelistic  services. 

The  benefits  of  this  program  are  many-fold.  Here  are 
a  few  possible  returns.  Four  dedicated  Christian  young 
men  will  raise  the  reputation  of  America  among  Euro- 
peans which  some  American  tourists,  service  men,  and 
movies  have  ruined.  A  quartet  will  spread  Christian  love 
by  singing  the  Gospel.  The  Brethren  Church,  somewhat 
limited  in  scope  because  of  its  small  size,  will  broaden 
its  outlook  of  the  possibilities  of  Christian  service  by 
giving  four  of  her  ministers  to  "see  the  world"  as  it  is. 

You  may  have  a  chance  to  hear  more  about  the  pro- 
gram later  this  summer  when  the  quartet  will  travel  to 
several  of  our  churches  with  a  gospel  message  and  more 
of  their  future  plans.  They  will  also  be  on  hand  at  Na- 
tional Conference. 


If  every  member  of  the  Brethren  Church  would  give  one 
quai'ter  the  financial  angle  would  be  solved.  The  Youth 
Board  has  authorized  the  boys  to  represent  Brethren 
Youth  in  Europe  next  summer.  You  can  help  by  giving. 
If  you  don't  see  the  youth  director  with  his  fish  bowl,  you 
can  mail  in  your  donation  to  his  office. 

THAT  FISH  BOWL  LOOKS  BETTER  EVERY  DAY 

AMBASSADOR'S  SCHEDULE 
BEFORE  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE 

August  4   Brush  Valley 

August  5  (morning)    , Vandergrift 

August  5    (evening)    Pittsburgh 

August  6   Vinco 

August    7    Armagh    (C.  E.    Rally) 

August  8 Johnstown  II 

August  9  Jones  Mills 

August  10  Meyersdale 

August  11    Cumberland 

August  12   Masontown 

August  13    Cameron 

If  you're  in  the  area,  come  and  see  us.  Remainder  of  the 
schedule  will  be  given  later. 

EVER  HEAR  OF  MUSCATINE? 

Those  Brethren  Youth  out  Iowa-way  know  this  is  not 
a  disease,  but  rather  the  location  of  Camp  Blackhawk  for 
the  Central  District  this  year.  Jean  and  I  had  the  op- 
portunity to  help  with  that  camp  by  serving  on  the  fac- 
ulty from  July  1-8.  At  this  writing  we  know  that  the 
first  three  days  of  camp  were  cold  and  rainy,  but  the  bal- 
ance of  the  week's  weather  is  unknown.  This  beautiful 
Spring  Valley  Bible  Camp,  which  is  owned  by  the  Con- 
servative Baptists,  is  an  ideal  spot  for  good  times  and 
Bible  teaching.  The  abundance  of  room  enables  the  camp 
deans.  Rev.  Francis  Berkshire  and  Rev.  A.  T.  Ronk,  to 
carry  out  their  well-planned  program  in  fine  fashion. 

Thursday,  which  is  Decision  Day,  promises  to  be  a 
highlight  as  well  as  Saturday  when  the  Bible  dramas 
are  presented.  I  do  wish  we  could  get  more  than  seven 
out  for  morning  dip.  Chickens ! 

ODDS-N-ENDS 

Goals  questionnaires  have  been  sent  to  every  pastor 
for  your  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders.  Fill  these  out  and 
mail  them  at  once  to  Ashland.  Awards  will  be  given  to 
banner  societies. 

If  you  haven't  received  it  yet,  ask  your  pastor  for  a 
Brethren  Youth  Credential  for  National  B.  Y.  Confer- 
ence. Have  this  credential  properly  signed  and  bring  it 
with  you  when  you  come.  You'll  miss  something  if  you 
let  conference  miss  you! 

Bring  your  "Food  for  the  Faithful"  for  the  Flora  Home 
to  Ashland  when  you  come  to  conference. 

Hear  Dr.  Drushal  at  chapel  and  vespers. 

Bring  your  project  money  to  conference  with  you — 
Help  us  meet  $6,500. 

BUILD  BRETHREN  YOUTH  and  you  BUILD  THE 
BRETHREN  CHURCH 
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n^he   V\/ornen'5    ^orner 

•IXr*  ""DC^  •'3©^ 

by   Helen  Jordan 

"Wherefore  comfort  yourselves  together  and  edify  one 
another  even  as  also  ye  do,"  I  Thess.  5:11. 

"OH,  THE  PEOPLE,  the  people  over  and  over!  let  me 
give  something  to  them  that  will  lighten  the  everyday 
struggles  of  our  common  life,  something  that  will  add  a 
little  sweetness  here,  a  little  hope  there,  something  that 
will  make  more  thoughtful,  kind  and  gentle  this  thought- 
less animal-natured  world."  The  writers  of  our  Woman's 
Comer  seem  to  echo  this  cry  of  an  unknown  author 
whose  words  I  found  in  a  book  given  to  us  long  ago  by 
an  English  governess  in  Argentina.  Indeed  I  sense  that 
the  Joannas,  Marys,  and  Lydias  of  life  cannot  be  con- 
tained between  the  covers  of  the  Bible,  for  our  own 
church  has  greater  power  and  witness  because  of  the 
faithful,  humble  discipleship  of  our  women.  Each  feels  a 
surge  of  joy  and  encouragement  to  know  of  others, 
faithful  to  the  simple,  never-ending  duties  of  home  and 
church.  Our  desire  to  know  Him  and  be  known  of  Him, 
makes  us  akin  to  one  another.  Ruth  StuU,  missionary  to 
the  Campa  Indians  of  Peru,  speaks  of  her  life  as  a  Chris- 
tian adventure  in  which  of  necessity  I  had  to  keep  my 
feet  in  the  sand  while  my  heart  was  in  the  stars."  We 
may  travel  fewer  miles  than  she  but  our  hearts  know 
infinite  distances  of  heights  and  depths.  How  much  it 
means  to  turn  from  mechanized  confusion  of  today's  liv- 
ing and  find  here  in  the  Evangelist  a  word  picture  which 
may  smell  of  the  pines  or  resound  with  the  breaking  of 
waves  on  the  shore. 

To  bring  your  heart  to  the  stars  from  the  sand,  I 
sketch  for  you  the  blind  man  who  goes  whistling  past 
my  door  each  day.  You  may  cheer  me  with  the  birds 
which  call  from  your  wood-lot  and  the  aroma  of  a  farm 
kitchen.  Perhapa  I  have  a  book  on  my  table  and  you  have 
a  great  painting  on  your  wall. 

"Such  as  I  have,  give  I  unto  thee" — in  His  name. 
Characters  from  great  fiction,  loved  phrases  from  the  past 
come  trooping  through  my  mind.  These,  too,  may  be 
shared. 

Remembering  that  soon  or  late  all  of  us  are  bowed  in 
bereavement,  I  seek  out  Dostoevsky's  Alexey  Karamazov; 
for  the  starkness  of  death  was  dissipated  for  him  when 
he  heard  an  intoned  reading:  "And  the  third  day,  there 
was  a  marriage  in  Cana  of  Galilee  .  .  .  both  Jesus  was 
called  and  His  disciples  to  the  Marriage."  Alexey  says 
wonderingly  "Jesus  worked  His  first  miracle  to  help 
men's  gladness."  "It  was  not  grief  but  joy — Christ  vis- 
ited that  day."  A  sense  of  the  wholeness  of  things  floods 
across  his  soul. 

Then  there  is  the  poignancy  of  Ian  MacLaren  in  his 
tales  of  rugged  Scotland.  The  pride  of  life  needs  reproof 
and  who  has  put  it  better  than  Marget  Howe  from  the 
pages  of  "Beside  the  Bonnie  Briar  Bush."  The  old  rock- 
ribbed  churchman,  Lachlan  Campbell,  an  elder  in  the 
church,  and  a  widower,  had  gone  through  with  the  pain- 


ful duty  of  asking  that  his  only  child,  Flora,  have  her 
name  cut  off  the  church  roll  for,  as  he  explained,  she 
had  "left  home  and  gone  into  the  far  country."  When 
Marget,  in  sympathy,  visited  him,  the  old  man  showed 
in  the  Bible  where  Flora's  name  had  been  scratched  off 
the  family  record.  With  burning  heart  Marget  condemns 
him:  "This  is  what  ye  hev  done!  ye  are  an  auld  man  and 
in  sore  travail  but  I  tell  ye  before  God,  ye  have  the 
greater  shame.  Just  twenty  years  o'  age  this  spring  and 
her  mither  dead!  No  woman  to  watch  over  her  and  she 
wandered  frae  the  fold  and  all  ye  can  do  is  to  take  her 
name  oot  o'  yir  Bible.  Woe's  me  if  oor  Father  had  blotted 
oot  oor  names  from  the  Book  o'  Life  when  we  left  His 
hoose.  But  He  sent  His  own  Son  to  seek  us  and  a  weary 
road  He  came.  I  tell  ye,  a  man  wouldna  leave  a  sheep  to 
perish  as  ye  have  cast  off  yer  own  bairn.  Yir  worse  than 
Simon,  the  Pharisee  for  Mary  was  nae  kin  to  him.  Poor 
Flora  to  have  sic  a  father!" 

Small  wonder  that  Lachlan,  humbled,  sent  a  letter  im- 
ploring Flora's  return;  then  asked  the  church  session  to 
forgive  him  his  pride.  Tears  are  shed  as  the  Spirit  de- 
scends on  the  rough  Bumbrae  who  offers  up  this  heart- 
felt prayer:  "Almighty  Father,  we  are  a'  Thy  poor  and 
sinful  bairns,  who  wearied  o'  home  and  goed  away  into 
the  far  country.  Forgive  us  for  we  didna  ken  what  we 
were  leaven'  or  the  sore  heart  we  gived  oor  Father.  It  was 
weary  wark  to  live  wi'  oor  sins,  but  we  would  never 
hev  come  back  had  it  no  been  for  oor  Elder  Brither.  He 
cam'  a  long  road  to  find  us  and  a  sore  travail  He  had 
afore  He  set  us  free.  He's  been  a  good  Brither  to  us  and 
we've  been  a  heavy  charge  to  Him.  May  He  keep  a  firm 
hold  o'  us  and  guide  us  in  the  richt  road  and  bring  us 
back  if  we  wander  and  tell  us  all  we  need  to  know  'till 
the  gloamin'  come.  Gither  us  in  then,  we  pray  Thee  and 
all  we  love,  no  a  bairn  missin'  and  may  we  sit  doon  for- 
ever in  oor  ain  Father's  House,  Amen." 

Space  will  not  permit  the  inclusion  of  Flora's  loving 
words  to  her  father  on  her  return.  But  others  shall  bring 
gems  to  this  comer  from  the  Father's  storehouse  of  sol- 
ace and  blessed  hope.  In  Marget's  words,  "Ah'm  thinkin' 
oor  Father  didna  comfort  us  withooot  expectin'  that  we 
wud  comfort  ither  folk." 

Mrs.    Edwin    Boardman 

Ashland,  Ohio. 


INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Brother  Spencer  Gentle  writes: 
"Our  Bible  School  enrollment  was  112,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  83.  We  feel  that  this  is  very  good  since 
this  is  only  the  second  year  that  Goshen  Brethren  has 
had  a  Bible  School.  Dick  Allison  was  in  complete  charge, 
assisted  by  the  Crusaders  Team  from  Brethren  Youth. 
This  team  consisted  of  Carol  Berkshire,  Teegarden,  Indi- 
ana; Carol  Johnson,  Ashland,  Ohio;  and  Betty  Meyers, 
Berlin,  Penna.  The  local  workers  are  to  be  commended 
on  their  work,  too." 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  H.  Francis  Berkshire, 
in  a  note  to  the  Editor  relative  to  the  Central  District 
Camp,  says,  "We  have  69  campers  and  14  on  the  staff 
this  year.  We  are  all  tired  this  first  evening." 
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FOR   CHOIRS 

"CHOIR   FAVORITES"  Series 

Choir  Favorites   #  1 

96  pages  of  special  arrangements 
for  volunteer  and  rally  choirs. 

The  arrangements  are  simple,  yet 
effective  and  include  favorites  that 
have  endured  through  the  years, 
such  as: 

God  So  Loved  the  World 
Hallelujah  for  the   Cross 
At  the  Battle's  Front 
Size5%"x8%".  85<i;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

Choir  Favorites  #2 

82  all-time  choir  favorites  includ- 
ing such  popular  numbers  as: 
Balm  in  Gilead 
Just   Keep   On   Praying 
Follow,  I  Will  Follow  Thee 
Size  5%"x8%".  85?!;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

"GOSPEL  CHOIR  CLASSICS" 
Series 

Gospel  Choir  Classics  /  1 

20  especially  arranged  choir  fav- 
orites, wonderfully  suitable  for  vol- 
unteer choirs,   including: 

Overshadowed 

Wonderful  Peace 
Size  6%"xl0^y4".  Paper,  60^ 

Gospel  Choir  Classics  #  2 

20  more  choir  favorites  especially 
chosen  for  volunteer  choirs,  includ- 
ing: 

Turn  Your  Eyes  Upon  Jesus 

After 
Size  6%"  X  WA",  Paper,  60<^, 

FOR   MEN 

"SING  MEN"  Series 
Sing  Men   #  1 

63  favorite  songs  for  men's  quar- 
tets,   octets,    and    ensembles    like: 

I'm   a-Trampin' 

On  the  Jericho  Road 
Size  6%"  X  101/2".  Paper,  75?! 

Sing  Men   #2 

64  gospel  song  favorites  for  men's 
quartets,    octets,    etc.,    like: 

Balm  in  Gilead 

The  Love  of  God 
Size  6%"  X  IQi/^".  Paper,  75ji 


Sing  Men  #3 

56  favorite  gospel  songs  especially 
arranged   for   men's   voices. 
My  Sins  Are   Gone 
When  I  Met  My  Saviour 
Size  6%"  X  101/2".  Paper,  75^ 

"SINGSPIRATION"   Series 
Singspiration   #  1 

91    songs,   choruses   such   as: 
For  God  So  Loved  the  World 
If   You    Want   Joy 
Size6"x8y8"        359I;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  2 
111   favorites   like: 

All   Because  of   Calvary 
Why  Do  I  Sing  About  Jesus? 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  3 

106  songs,   choruses  such  as: 
Thank   You,   Lord 
No  One  Ever  Cared  For  Me 
Size6"x8y8"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  4 

108   songs,   choruses  such  as: 
Life  Begins 

Summertime   in   My   Heart 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  5 

77   songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Cleanse  Me 
It's   in   My  Heart 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  6 
70  songs,   choruses  such  as: 
Everybody   Ought  to  Know 
Isn't   He    Wonderful? 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  7 

51   songs,  choruses  such  as: 
God  Can   Do  Anything 
Let's    Talk    About   Jesus 
Size  6"x8%"        35^«;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  8 

67    popular    songs    and    choruses. 
Burdens  Are  Lifted  at  Calvary 
He   Is   All   I   Need 
He   Walks  Before  Me 
Size  6"x8y8".       35?!;  3  for  $1.00 

FOR    DUETS 
Let's  Sing  Duets 

32  special  duet  arrangements  like: 
I've  Discovered  the   Way  of 

Gladness 
Precious  Hiding  Place 
Size  6%"  X  10"  60?: 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  A  re- 
ception for  Brother  Clarence  Stogsdill,  and  family,  was 
held  the  evening  of  July  9th  by  the  members  and  friends 
of  the   Church. 

Brother  Stogsdill  reports  that  they  are  getting  settled 
in  their  new  work  with  the  Johnstown  Third  Brethren. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  The  Lyle  Lichtenbergers  are  the 
proud  parents  of  Philip  Lynn,  born  on  July  26th. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Guest  speaker  on  July  22nd  was 
Dan  Royer. 

CANTON,  OHIO,  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  The  Lay- 
men's Public  Service  was  held  on  Sunday  morning,  July 
15th,  with  Dwight  Flohr  as  the  speaker.  Evening  speaker 
on  the  same  Sunday  was  Rev.  Curtis  Dubble. 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Brother  L.  V.  King,  pastor 
of  the  Louisville,  Ohio,  Church,  was  guest  speaker  in  the 
Williamstown  Church  on  July  22nd. 


GRATIS,  OHIO.  A  baby  daughter,  weighing  7  lbs.,  tj 
oz.,  was  born  to  th|e!  M.  W. ,  Dodds'  in  St.  Elizabeth'i 
Hospital,  Dayton,  on  July  23rd.  Brother  Dodds  report 
that  mother  and  daughter  are  doing  fine. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  One  new  mem 
ber  was  baptized  and  received  into  the  church  recently 

Brother  Henry  Bates  notes  that  June  Sunday  Schoc! 
attendance  averaged  225  per  Sunday,  which  is  an  aver| 
age  of  5  more  than  a  year  ago;  it  was  also  the  highes 
in  the  past  ten  years. 

HUNTINGTON,  INDIANA.  Brother  Edwin  Putei 
baugh  reports  the  addition  of  7  new  members  recently 
with  one  more  awaiting  baptism.  Brother  Puterbaugi; 
notes  that  this  makes  12  new  members  in  the  last  yeai 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  The  Junior  Churc 
had  complete  charge  of  the  morning  worship  service  o: 
July  1st. 

(Continued  on  Page   7) 

General  Conference  Meets 

on  Eastern  Standard  Time 
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All  of  the  quartet  members  are  active  on  Ashlan 
College  campus  in  seminary  or  pre-seminary  courses  c 
study.  Charles  Huff,  bass,  and  Marlin  McCann,  firsi 
tenor,  live  in  Waterloo,  Iowa.  Chuck  will  enter  AshlaH; 
Theological  Seminary  in  the  fall  while  Marlin  completel 
his  college  course.  Mr.  Huff  sei-ved  as  student  councj! 
president  the  past  year.  Ray  Aspinall,  from  Smithvill(f 
Ohio,  will  also  begin  seminary  training  this  fall.  He  hai 
been  serving  our  Glenford,  Ohio,  church  as  pastor.  Phi 
Lersch,  newly-appointed  youth  director  from  Ashlam 
Ohio,  has  completed  his  class  work  in  seminary  ani; 
will  receive  his  Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree  upon  corri 
pletion  of  a  thesis.  He  served  as  pastor  of  the  Fair  Have- 
church  for  three  years.  Rolf  Stolpner,  a  German  e»i 
change  student  who  is  currently  making  contacts  ii 
Europe  for  the  quartet's  next  year's  tour,  received  his  coii 
lege  degree  with  honors  this  spring  and  will  assist  i 
chemistry  at  Ohio  State  University  next  year.  He  wij 
provide  musical  accompaniment  and  language  interprc' 
tation   for  the   group   on  their  trip  next   summer. 

Come  to  meet  these  young  men  with  a  mission  whe 
they  visit  your  church  and  hear  more  about  their  futui 
plans. 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  AMBASSADORS 

(Picture   on    Page   One) 

MEET  FIVE  YOUNG  MEN  with  a  mission.  Chuck 
Huff,  Phil  Lersch,  Ray  Aspinall,  Marlin  McCann, 
and  Rolf  Stolpner  are  determined  to  sing,  speak,  and 
show  God's  love  for  all  the  world.  They  want  to  apolo- 
gize to  the  German  people  for  the  bombs  America 
dropped  in  the  last  war.  They  want  to  shake  hands  with 
German  people  to  create  more  friendship  and  understand- 
ing between  our  country  and  theirs.  They  want  to  prove 
the  existence  of  Christians  in  America.  They  want  to 
strengthen  the  "tie  that  binds  our  hearts  in  Christian 
love."  They  want  to  learn  more  of  the  suffering  of  the 
world  so  that  they  can  open  the  eyes  of  our  church  to 
further  areas  of  service.  This  they  will  accomplish  by 
traveling  to  Europe  next  summer. 

These  men  compose  the  current  Ambassador  Quartet 
and  will  be  meeting  many  of  you  in  your  churches  soon. 
Consult  your  Evangelist  dated  July  21  for  their  itinerary 
until  Conference.  All  of  the  delegates  at  Conference  will 
have   opportunity  to  hear  them. 
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Vutting  First  things  First 


nPHERE  ARE  BUT  TWENTY-FOUR  HOURS 
■'■  in  every  day,  and  every  person  has  exactly 
the  same  amount  of  time.  Many  times  we  have 
wished  for  more  hours  in  a  day,  but  that  does 
not  change  the  fact  that  there  are  but  twenty- 
four.  We  do  see,  though,  that  some  people  are 
able  to  do  so  much  more  in  their  twenty-four 
hours  per  day  than  are  others.  Shall  we  say  it  is 
because  they  have  put  "first  things  first?" 

Our  blessed  Lord  was  very  mindful  of  the 
preciousness  of  time,  knowing  that  there  is  a 
tendency  for  people  to  fritter  away  their  valuable 
hours  on  worthless  endeavors.  Jesus  said,  "Seek 
ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteous- 
ness." These  words  were  spoken  to  a  generation 
of  people  who  were  materialistically  inclined; 
these  words  were  never  more  needed  than  today. 

Prior  to  uttering  these  words,  the  Lord  had 
mentioned  the  matter  of  concern  for  something 
to  eat,  to  drink,  and  to  wear.  A  struggle  in  His 
days  upon  the  earth,  it  is  a  struggle  even  now. 
There  are  some  for  which  the  "Give  us  this  day 
our  daily  bread"  is  not  a  daily  struggle,  but  for 
the  greater  portion  of  humanity,  sustenance  and 
provision  for  family  and  self  requires  daily  and 
regular  labor.  A  day  off  for  sickness,  or  a  lay-off 
can  easily  spell  hardship  or  even  disaster  for  a 
family  in  this  highly  sensitized  economy  in  which 
we  live.  Small  wonder  then  that  many  family 
heads  and  wage  earners  literally  live  and  work 
from  day  to  day,  making  it  the  first  concern  of 
their  lives. 

But  our  Lord  told  us  that  we  should  first  seek 
the  kingdom  of  God.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  di- 
rect relationship  between  putting  God  first  in  our 
lives  and  being  able  to  provide  for  our  families? 


We  do!  A  man  who  has  talked  his  problems  over 
with  God  in  the  morning  before  going  to  work  is. 
going  to  be  able  to  do  a  better  job,  he  is  going  to 
be  able  to  overlook  unpleasant  things  which  turn 
up  in  the  course  of  the  day.  He  is  going  to  be  in 
a  better  frame  of  mind  v/hen  he  comes  home  to 
his  family.  He  will  find  that  his  twenty-four 
hours  have  netted  him  peace,  confidence  and  pro- 
vision. A  family  so  geared  will  be  content  to  do 
without  some  things  that  otherwise  they  would 
feel  they  would  have  to  have. 

Each  day,  let  us  put  the  Lord  first  in  our  lives, 
by  a  period  of  morning  devotions.  Let  us  visit 
with  the  Lord,  and  we  will  find  it  the  most  profit- 
able time  of  the  whole  day.  Each  Sunday,  let  us 
attend  our  church  services ;  let  us  give  of  our  ser- 
vice, talent  and  substance.  Let  us  through  the 
week  wipe  from  our  schedules  those  things  which 
are  worldly  and  spiritually  worthless.  We  will 
then  have  a  degree  of  spiritual  health  which  will 
make  the  twenty-four  hours  of  each  day  suffi- 
ciently adequate. 

In  addition  to  having  a  better  frame  of  mind, 
the  uncountable  blessings  of  the  Lord  upon  those 
who  honor  His  word  by  taking  it  for  what  it  says, 
will  transform  our  entire  life,  for  the  Lord  said, 
"All  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you." 
W.  S.  B. 

Read 
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by  George  W.  Solomon 
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Bring  the  whole  family  to  Conference  this  noonth. 
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THE  DOOR  IS  OPEN 


Dr.  John  F.  Locke 


Text:  Rev.  3:8 — "I  know  thy  works:  behold  I  have  set 
before  thee  an  open  door,  and  no  man  can  shut  it:  for 
thou  hast  a  little  strength,  and  hast  kept  my  word,  and 
hast  not  denied  my  name." 


(This  sermon  was  delivered  at  the  opening  session  of 
the  Southeastern  District  Conference  held  June  19-21  at 
Oak  Hill,  West  Virginia.  The  text  was  suggested  to  the 
preacher  assigned  to  this  place  on  the  program  by  the 
Executive  Committee.) 


TT  IS  PLAIN  that  the  messages  of  the  Spirit  to  the 
Seven  Churches  of  Asia,  also  constitutes  a  message 
to  the  churches  of  today.  Seven  times  the  significant  Vi^ords 
are  repeated:  "He  that  hath  ears  to  hear  let  him  hear 
what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  tlie  churches."  These  seven 
churches  were,  and  still  are,  typical  and  representative 
churches.  Their  types  are  with  us  today.  Take  for  instance : 


1.  THE  CHURCH  THAT  LIVES  IN  THE  PAST,  THE 
CHURCH  AT  EPHESUS. 

This  church  had  backslidden.  They  used  to  do  a  lot 
better  than  at  present.  This  church  v^^as  called  upon  to  j 
repent,  to  remember  the  way  they  used  to  love  the  Lord, 
and  to  return  to  that  former  life  when  He  was  so  prec- 
ious to  them.  They  were  orthodox  at  Ephesus,  but  the 
fire  of  love  had  gone  out  and  they  were  just  doing  things 
mechanically.  They  had  the  true  doctrines,  but  their  or- 
thodoxy was  on  ice.  I  feel  sure  the  Devil  doesn't  mind 
us  having  perfectly  orthodox  beliefs  so  long  as  we  do 
not  do  anything  practical  with  them. 

2.  THE  CHURCH  AT  SMYRNA  IS  TYPICAL  OF  THE  I 
POOR-RICH  CHURCH. 

They  were  having  a  struggle  at  Smyrna.  .  .next  door 
to  them  was  the  synagogue  of  Satan.  What  this  place  ( 
was  like  you  can  imagine.  Nowadays  we  give  them  a< 
fancy  glamorous  name,  and  issue  them  a  licensej  to  sell! 
alcoholic  drinks,  and  their  evil  seduction  rocks  and  rolls  i 
its  way  to  hell  with  the  official  blessing  of  society. 

The  church  at  Smyrna  had  evil  competition  and  so  do^ 
many,  or  most  churches  of  today.  In  some  parts  of  the^ 
world  the  furnaces  of  martyrdom  have  been  heated  up. 
But  the  church  that  is  rich  toward  God  is  glorious.  It  is; 
infinitely  better  to  be  rich  in  grace  and  poor  in  purse,' 
than  to  reverse  the  order.  It  is  always  better  to  be  pop-i 
ular  with  Christ  than  to  be  popular  with  the  passingi| 
order  of  the  times. 

3.  THE  CHURCH  AT  PERGAMOS  IS  A  TYPE  OF! 
CHURCH  CORRUPTED  BY  POLITICS. 

They  were  a  compromising  church.  There  were  a  few* 
faithful  saints  that  would  die  rather  than  deny  the  faith 
of  Christ,  but  they  also  had  some  who  followed  the  doc- 
trine of  Balaam,  that  remarkable  man  of  the  Old  Testa-t 
ment  who  was  so  stupid  that  even  his  donkey  tried  to-^ 
correct  him.  They  had  a  mixed  membership  of  Nicolai- 
tanes  who  believed  that  the  church  should  be  married  to:( 
the  world.  The  church  is  to  be  the  "Called  out".  .  .a  sep-J 
arate,  peculiar,  consecrated  people,  and  these  compro- 
misers were:  in  for  making  a  sort  of  holy  hash  of  all  re-i| 
ligion.  As  Dr.  William  Evans  used  to  say,  "They  believeds 
that  you  could  play  with  pitch  and  not  get  your  fingers 
black." 

Churches  of  this  type  are  interested  in  the  assaults  on^ 
the  atom,  more  interested,  in  fact,  than  in  assaults  oni 
the  gates  of  hell.  This  kind  of  church  doesn't  preach  the 
necessity  of  being  born  again.  They  are  more  interested! 
in  fun-loving  recreation.  All  of  its  enterprizes  have  an| 
earthiness  about  them. 
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4.  THE  CHURCH  AT  THYATIRA  WAS  A  SOCIAL 
CHURCH  RULED  BY  A  RICH  WOMAN  WHO  IS  RE- 
FERRED  TO  AS  JEZEBEL. 

Anybody  familiar  with  Jezebel  in  the  Old  Testament 
must  realize  that  this  is  a  very  descriptive  appelation. 
Good  women  carry  forward  the  work  of  the  churches. 
They  are  missionary  minded  and  they  teach  our  children 
.  .  .but  a  Jezebel,  that's  different!  Let's  drop  the  matter 
and  go  on  to 

5.  THE  CHURCH  AT  SARDIS,  THE  SELF-CEN- 
TERED CHURCH. 

It  was  merely  a  nominal  church.  No  doubt  its  ritual 
was  beautiful,  its  singing  artistic,  and  its  preaching  rhet- 
orical. .  .but  they  weren't  bothered  about  the  great  mass 
of  people  around  them  going  to  hell.  Every  self-centered 
church  is  dead,  and  only  nominally  Christian.  No  Chris- 
tian, or  church,  can  be  self-centered  long.  The  Spirit  of 
Christ  just  won't  permit  it.  I  heard  Bishop  Litwiler  say 
in  the  Ashland  College  Chapel  last  winter  that  there  are 
three  ways  of  evaluating  a  church.  One  way  is  by  what 
it  does  with  the  Bible.  In  South  America  we  know  that 
the  Bible  is  a  largely  closed  and  unknown  book.  Another 
way  is  what  the  church  does  with  Christ.  Is  He  kept  on 
the  cross  or  on  the  throne?  And  the  third  way  is  by 
what  the  church  does  with  morals  and  ethics.  The  self- 
centered  church  forgets  about  Christ  and  the  Bible,  and 
lets  ethics  and  morals  be  what  they  will  while  being  in- 
terested in  its  own  power  and  perogatives  and  perpetuity. 

6.  THE  CHURCH  AT  LAODICEA  EVERYONE 
KNOWS  WAS  HALF-HEARTED. 

They  disgusted  God  by  being  neither  hot  nor  cold.  They 
had  a  Christianity  without  Christ.  .  .He  is  pictured  stand- 
ing at  the  door  knocking,  trying  to  get  in.  The  door  was 
fastened  against  Him.  The  only  cure  for  half-heartedness 
is  to  let  Him  come  in  to  the  Church. 

7.  THE  CHURCH  OF  WHICH  THE  SPIRIT  HAD  NO 
CRITICISM  WAS  THE  CHURCH  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

They  had  a  world-wide  missionary  vision  there.  They 
were  promised  success.  The  synagogues  of  Satan  would 
be  overcome  by  the  Gospel.  What  they  were  doing  did 
not  deny  the  name  of  Christ.  .  .there  was  brotherly  love 
in  Philadelphia.  Before  them  was  a  great  prospect.  The 
door  was  open  to  great  opportunities. 

If  we  are  to  be  a  church  like  Philadelphia,  receiving 
the  commendation  of  the  Spirit,  let  us  look  what  door  is 
open  to  us,  and  for  us  now. 

We  have  looked  at  some  wrong  things.  What  will  the 
right  kind  of  church  do  with  its  opportunities? 

It  can  be  said  that  the  door  is  open  to  us  NOW  for 
the  following: 

1.  LIVING  LIKE  CHRIST. 

Christian  character  is  needed  and  is  still  approved.  Any 
church  or  individual  Christian  is  deceived,  if  it  or  he 
thinks  we  can  get  by  on  some  other  sort  of  program.  If 
|We  have  ears,  let  us  hear  what  the  Spirit;  says  to  the 
jchurches.  The  Spirit  has  said  to  these  other  churches: 
[Living  in  the  past  won't  do.  .  .if  you  have  an  orthodoxy 
|let  it  be  translated  into  deeds.  The  Spirit  has  said: 
Wealth  is  not  the  bringer  of  real  success  and  compro- 
jmising  politicizing  won't  get  you  by.  The  church  must  be 
more  than  a  social  success  even  if  you  have  a  Jezebel 
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steering  its  course.  A  church  cannot  be  Christian  and 
self-centered  at  the  same  time.  A  Church  cannot  be  luke- 
warm without  disgusting  God.  The  Spirit  says  what  we  are 
not  to  be  and  what  we  are  to  be.  Let  us  put  the  emphasis 
right  back  where  it  belongs  and  put  Christian  character 
first.  What  we  believe  must  issue  in  Character.  It  did  so 
for  Alexander  Mack  even  as  it  did  for  St.  Paul  or  what- 
ever ancient  or  modern  worthy  you  might  name. 

The  door  is  wide  open  for  us  to  be  the  kind  of  men  and 
women,  boys  and  girls  that  the  world  will  recognize  as 
friends  and  followers  of  Jesus.  .  .the  kind  of  people  who 
do  not  deny  his  name. 

2.  THE  DOOR  IS  OPEN  TO  BIBLE  STUDY  AND 
GROWTH  IN  BIBLICAL  KNOWLEDGE. 

The  church  that  is  going  to  endure  cannot  neglect  these. 
People  can  be  mixed  up  and  twisted  because  they  do  not 
know  what  the  Bible  says  or  teaches.  People  get  out- 
rageous un-Christian  views  on  all  sorts  of  things  because 
they  have  by-passed  the  enlightening  which  Bible  study 
would  bring.  How  much  time  does  the  average  Church 
member  of  this  District  give  to  Bible  study  per  week  or 
per  month  ?   You'd  be  surprised,  or  would  you  ? 

3.  THE  DOOR  IS  OPEN  TO  THE  PRACTICE  OF 
CHRISTIAN  CITIZENSHIP. 

We  have  the  right  to  express  Christian  idealism  and 
exercise  our  faith  as  citizens.  We  live  in  a  free  country. 
My  Brethren,  what  are  we  doing  with  the  freedoms  en- 
trusted to  us  here?  Freedoms  can  be  lost  by  our  indif- 
ference. 

4.  THE  DOOR  IS  OPEN  TO  CHURCH  ATTENDANCE. 

Only  a  fraction  of  our  memberships  seem  to  realize 
this,  or  to  care.  I  saw  a  cartoon  around  Easter  time 
which  had  the  preacher  say  to  his  fine  audience,  "Aren't 
you  ever  curious  as  to  what  goes  on  here  the  rest  of  the 
year?" 

Having  people  present  has  a  good  effect  on  the  ser- 
vices. I  used  to  go  to  a  very  historic  old  church  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  located  in  the  center  of  the  village  green. 
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Often  there  would  be  as  many  as  three  of  us  besides  the 
minister  and  the  organist.  The  door  of  that  church  was 
open  and  thousands  of  people  in  a  busy  city  were  hurry- 
ing to  and  fro,  chasing  their  favorite  phantoms.  More 
people  in  those  sei'vices  would  have  multiplied  their  use- 
fulness. The  benefits  of  a  service  of  worship  were  there, 
but  we  Americans  are  free  to  neglect  our  souls,  and  do. 
More  people  in  those  services  would  have  pleased  God 
and  made  the  people  happy. 

When  you  stay  away  from  church  for  any  trivial  reas- 
on, it  does  something  to  you  and  to  others.  It  makes  peo- 
ple doubt  the  reality  of  your  religion.  It  makes  some 
think  you  are  merely  a  pretender — that  you  do  not  re- 
gard your  spiritual  condition  and  that  of  others  as  being 
of  any  importance.  Absence  from  church  doesn't  make 
your  heart  grow  any  fonder  for  God  and  the  things  of 
God,  when  that  absence  is  deliberate  and  without  some 
real  reason. 

Your  absence  makes  it  harder  for  you  to  meet  tempta- 
tion, beginning  with  the  subtle  temptation  to  quit  wor- 
ship and  the  other  things  that  belong  to  living  the  Chris- 
tian life.  Of  course  your  absence  makes  it  harder  for  the 
preacher  to  preach  and  it  helps  others  to  stay  away  too. 
It  gives  the  devil  more  power  over  lost  souls  and  helps 
fix  the  non-church-going  habit  on  your  community.  The 
church  door  is  open  for  you.  Not  to  use  that  opportunity 
is  to  vote  to  close  the  door  permanently.  It  is  a  door  to 
happiness  and  the  larger  life  that  we  should  enter  gladly 
whenever  we  can.  Let  us  make  church  attendance  an  em- 
phasis in  all  of  our  churches  this  year. 

5.  THE  DOOR  IS  OPEN  TO  CHRISTIAN  FAMILY 
LIFE. 

Last  year  about  a  half  million  homes  were  destroyed 
not  by  fire,  flood,  windstorm  or  other  havoc  but  by  the 
insidious  thing  we  call  divorce.  It  is  still  possible,  with 
some  determination,  to  have  wholesome  Christian  family 
life  in  spite  of  the  encroachments  of  a  number  of  new 
and  old  factors  which  militate  against  it.  In  spite  of  Tel- 
evision, the  High  School  program,  the  community  in  gen- 
eral, there  are  families  that  work,  worship  and  play  to- 
gether. It's  no  small  achievement  but  it's  worth  all  the 
effort  that  it  requires.  Christian  family  life  is  a  goal  that 
is  still  attainable.  Let  us  resolve  to  make  the  most  of 
our  opportunities  here. 

6.  THE   DOOR  IS   OPEN   TO   MISSIONS   AT   HOME. 

It  has  been  said  that  "It  takes  good  vision  to  see  open 
doors."  Our  record  in  establishing  new  churches  in  the 
United  States  is  far  from  what  it  ought  to  be.  Most  any 
of  our  people  will  tell  you  that  quite  emphatically.  But 
the  doors  are  open!  We  seem  not  to  have  entered  be- 
cause the  many  adversaries  which  seem  to  always  have  a 
way  of  being  present,  have  hindered  us  from  entering. 
When  I  compare  our  achievements  with  those  of  a  group 
most  like  us  in  size  and  background  I  am  made  to  won- 
der why  the  marked  difference  ? 

The  explanation  always  points  in  the  same  direction: 
we  do  not  have  enough  men  and  women  to  do  the  work. 
Which  comes  first,  the  program  or  the  volunteers  to  carry 
it  forward  ?  This  problem  is  no  easier  to  resolve  than  the 
ancient  one  on  the  hen  and  the  egg,  but  anyone  can  see 
that  keeping  a  flock  of  non-laying  hens  is  very  unprofit- 
able! There  are  plenty  of  home  missionary  opportunities 
all  over  this  nation  IF  we  had  an  abundance  of  young 


men  and  women  who  were  ready  and  willing  to  care  for 
them.  As  it  is  we  are  scarcely  able  to  replace  those  who 
die  or  retire.  Population  experts  tell  us  that  every  seven 
days  82,500  babies  arq*  bom  in  the  U.  S.  In  1956  we  have 
14,000,000  more  children  under  10  than  we  had  in  1950. 
In  the  next  twenty-five  years  our  population  is,  due  to  go 
to  228,500,000.  These  same  experts  tell  us  that  some  83,- 
400,000  people  will  live  away  from  the  cities  in  suburban 
areas.  At  our  rate  of  growth  there  ought  to  be  about 
12,000  new  Sunday  School  teachers  found  and  trained 
every  week  to  care  for  the  new  pupils,  not  to  speak  of 
new  church  buildings,  etc. 

If  the  Brethren  lag  behind  and  do  not  grow,  it  can 
not  be  blamed  on  any  lack  of  opportunity.  The  people 
are  here  in  the  U.  S.  What  will  the  churches  do  about 
them  ? 

7.  DOORS  ARE  OPEN  IN  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
WHICH  WE  MUST  USE  BEFORE  THEY  CLOSE. 

We  have  seen  the  doors  swing  shut  on  vast  populations 
in  China  and  where  ever  the  tide  of  atheistic  communism 
has  moved  in  to  make  people  captive.  But  in  Africa  and 
Argentina  the  Brethren  still  have  wonderful  opportunities. 
In  Africa  we  can  preach,  teach,  and  heal  in  the  name  of 
Christ  and  bring  them  into  His  orbit  instead  of  letting 
them  fall  into  the  blights  of  Mohammedanism  or  com- 
munism. 

In  Argentina  wonderful  things  are  happening  through 
the  medium  of  radio  evangelism.  But  what  we  do  abroad* 
is  always  limited  by  our  lack  of  vision  at  homec  Some 
people  here  seem  to  prefer  closed  doors  to  open  ones.i 
They  hear  the  knocking  on  their  door  and  people  in  the 
night  saying  "Arise  and  give  us  bread,"  and,  like  the  man 
in  the  parable,  they  seem  to  say,  "Trouble  me  not  for 
my  children  are  in  bed  with  me,  the  door  is  shut,  I  can- 
not rise  and  give  thee." 

But  He  who  knocks  on  our  doors  is  the  One  who  is 
Himself  the  door  to  salvation,  and  in-so-far  as  we  faili 
people  here,  or  anywhere,  we  are  failing  Him.  We  have 
only  offered  Him  token  service.  The  record  of  our  giving,! 
proves  that.  We  give  approximately  a  tithe  of  what  thei. 
Government  would  recognize  as  legitimate  deduction  fon 
such.  Our  per  capita  giving  does  not  indicate  that  stew^ 
ardship  has  really  taken  hold  of  our  people.  Thomas  A.1 
Edison  was  asked  what  was  the  most  important  things 
he  did,  and  he  answered  in  one  word:  "Start."  It's  timei 
to  start. 

The  Spirit  said  to  the  church  at  Philadelphia,  "I  know' 
thy  works."  That  is  very  applicable  to  us.  Nothing  thatM 
we  do,  or  fail  to  do,  is  unknown  id  Him.  If  we  choose  S  | 
not  to  enter  the  open  doors    and  decide  to  beat  a  retreat 
befoi-e   the  many  adversaries.  He  knows  that  too. 

The  Revelation  is  not  a  mystery,  but  an  uncovering 
of  that  which  has  been  concealed.  .  .an  unveiling  of  thai 
which  must  shortly  come  to  pass.  It  is  a  revelation  from 
God.  All  things  go  back  to  Him.  When  He  sets  before 
us  open  doors  and  we  refuse  to  enter  them,  it  is  no  trivia; 
matter  for  He  holds  the  destinies  of  men,  and  churches 
and  nations,  and  civilizations. 

To  those  that  overcome  the  obstacles  and  adversaries 
there  is  a  great  future  of  joy  in  prospect.  Let  us  deter 
mine  to  hear  what  the  Spirit  has  to  say  to  our  churei 
in  these  great  days,  and  then  go  where  He  leads. 

— Maurertown,  Virginia. 


WGUST  4,  1956 


PAGE  SEVEN 


MISSIONARY    DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY   BOARD   OF  THE   BRETHREN  CHURCH 
i24    College   Ave..    Ashland.    Ohio.    Phone:    39582 


Contributing   Editor.:    W.    CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE,   Gen.   Sec>. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER.   Adm.   Aniatant 


MISSIONARY  MISCELLANY 

REPLYING  to  the  many  inquiries  that  have  come  into 
the  office,  the  General  Secretary  is  much  improved 
md  is  back  at  work  again.  He  has  expressed  his  thanks 
md  appreciation  for  the  many  messages  of  cheer  and 
issurances  of  prayer  in  his  behalf  which  he  received 
luring  his  illness. 

After  attending  the  Ohio  Conference,  Reverend  Berk- 
shire, accompanied  by  his  wife  and  children,  left  for  a 
;rip  to  Sarasota,  Florida.  He  will  be  gone  until  about 
jeneral  Conference  time. 

At  Sarasota 

While  he  is  at  Sarasota,  Mr.  Berkshire  will  combine 
jusiness  with  pleasure  by  doing  a  bit  of  preaching  to  the 
Brethren  in  this  new  center  of  activity.  Since  the 
^anators  will  "take  to  the  air"  about  July  25  and  come 
jack  up  north  for  a  brief  visit  before  conference,  he 
nay  fill  the  pulpit  a  time  or  two. 

He  will  also  meet  with  the  Sarasota  Church  people  to 
3egin  planning  their  new  church  building.  (Incidentally, 
;he  Ten  Dollar  Club  payments  continue  to  come  in.) 
3ome  people — bless  their  hearts — are  sending  twenty  and 
;wenty-five  dollars  or  more.  One  good  lady  sent  her  con- 
;ribution,  calling  it  the  "Twenty  Dollar  Club."  (Now 
;hat,  I  favor!) 

Don't  forget — all  you  good  people — the  General  Con- 
ference offering  on  Sunday  morning  will  be  given  for 
the  Sarasota  Church  this  year.    Let's  make  it    colossal! 

Board   Activity 

In  June,  the  Kentucky  Committee  from  the  Mission- 
ary Board— E.  M.  Eiddle,  Everett  Miller,  and  Claud 
Studebaker — made  a  three-day  trip  to  Lost  Creek  to  sur- 
vey the  building  that  has  been  done  in  the  past  year, 
under  the  supervision  of  Dorman  Ronk,  and  to  meet  with 
the  Drushals  to  talk  over  the  future  of  the  program. 

The  Drushals  should  soon  be  able  to  move  into  the 
new  parsonage,  and  Dorman  Ronk  will  report  on  prog- 
ress in  the  Classroom  Building  at  General  Conference 
time. 

Notices  have  gone  out  to  Board  members,  regarding  the 
next  meeting  to  begin  on  August  10  in  Ashland.  Mem- 
bers are  urged  to  attend  these  meetings  so  that  most 
of  the  business  will  be  taken  care  of  in  time  for  them 
to  attend  conference  sessions. 

Since  the  General  Secretary  was  unable  to  attend  the 
Pennsylvania  Conference,  John  Golby,  one  of  the  board 
members  from  that  district,  was  drafted  to  report  on 
missions  to  the  conference. 

Krypton,  Kentucky 

Krypton  has  been  the  center  of  considerable  industry 
recently.  Dorman  Ronk  took  time  from  his  busy  sched- 
ule at  Lost  Creek  to  do  some  repairing  and  remodeling 


in  the  kitchen  of  Miss  Lowery's  house.  While  he  was 
there  working,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  McBride,  from  Ash- 
land, stopped  for  a  visit;  and  although  this  was  Mr. 
McBride's  vacation,  he  straightway  went  to  work,  help- 
ing with  the  carpentei'ing.  (Hats  off  to  you,  Mr.  McB.!) 
Mrs.  McBride  also  made  herself  useful  on  the  scene  of 
activity,  as  did  Mrs.  Dorman  Ronk. 

Brethren  Crusaders — Bonnie  Swihart,  Susan  Miller, 
Beverly  Summy,  Jeannette  Findley,  and  Joan  Rummel — 
spent  two  weeks  helping  in  daily  vacation  Bible  school. 
Ron  Ritchey  and  Bill  Dively  from  Berlin,  Pennsylvania, 
took  off  from  Ashland  with  another  truck  loaded  with 
clothing  and  other  useful  articles  to  be  used  at  Kryp- 
ton, and  made  themselves  generally  useful  before  re- 
turning. 

Kenny  Howard  entered  the  picture  on  July  1  to  remain 
for  about  two  months.  He  also  is  teaching  in  vacation 
Bible  school,  visiting,  preaching,  driving  the  bus,  help- 
ing to  maintain  the  pi'operty  and  serving  in  whatever 
capacities  he  is  needed.  After  General  Conference  he 
will  return  for  some  special  meetings.  Kenny  is  doing  all 
this  practically  gratis — receiving  little  more  than  his  ex- 
penses. The  Missionary  Board  is  truly  grateful  for  his 
help. 

Missionary   Candidates — Krafts 

Our  candidates,  Chuck  and  Meg  Kraft  (and  the  twins), 
after  visiting  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Conference  at 
Euguen,  Oregon,  have  been  attending  the  Missionary 
Training  Conference  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  for  six 
weeks.  The  last  two  weeks  of  the  conference.  Chuck  will 
instruct   a   class  in   linguistics. 

In  the  fall  they  will  return  to  Ashland  for  the  first 
semester's  work  at  Ashland  Seminary,  where  Chuck  will 
receive  the  B.  D.  degree.  The  Krafts  should  be  ready 
to  go  to  Nigeria  when  Bischofs  return  or  shortly  there- 
after. 

The  Rowseys — John,  Regina  and  Susan  will  spend  the 
first  semester  this  fall  at  Hartford  Seminary  in  special 
language  study.  They  should  be  ready  to  go  to  Argen- 
tina early  next  spring.  Mrs.  Rowsey  will  receive  the 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Education  degree  at  the  Summer 
School  graduation  on  August  3  in  Ashland. 

INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Five  new  members  were  baptized 
and  received  into   the  church  on  July  4th. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Harold  Hummel,  of  Goshen,  was 
the  guest  speaker  in  the  Warsaw  Church  on  July  22nd. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Marlin  McCann  was  the  speaker 
in  the  Waterloo  Church  the  morning  of  July  22nd. 

Brother  Albert  T.  Ronk  reports  the  baptism  of  seven 
young  people  the  evening  of  July  11th. 
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Tentative   Auxiliary 
Programs   of  the 
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of  the 
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WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY  PROGRAM 

Conference  Theme:  BRETHREN  WOMEN  AT  WORK 

"Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  stedfast,  .  .  . 
always  abounding  in  the  WORK  of  the  Lord." 

I  Corinthians  15:58 

Tuesday  morning— 8:00-9:00 
Business  Session 

President's  Address   Mrs.  Russell  Rodkey 

Appointment  of  Committees 

Tuesday  afternoon — 1 :45 
Public  Program 

Brethren  Women  at  Work  Through  Stewardship 

Theme  Song: 

Devotions    Mrs.  Frank  Morrison,  Dayton,  Ohio 

President,  Ohio  District  W.  M.  S. 

Vocal  Solo   Rev.  Ralph  McFadden,  Akron,  Indiana 

Message    Dr.  James  G.  Patton,  Atlanta,  Georgia 

Exec.  Sec.  of  the  General  Council  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church 

Wednesday  morning — 8:00-9:00 
Business  Session 

Brethren  Women  at  Work  in  the  W.  M.  S. 

Devotions   Mrs.  Frank  Morrison 

Report  of  the  General  Secretary Mrs.  Joyce  Saylor 

Adoption  of  the  Goals 


Wednesday  afternoon — 3:00-4:00 
Brethren  Women  at  Work  Through  Youth 

The  W.  M.  S.  will  be  guests  of  the  S.  M.  M.  for  a  programff: 
and  tea  in  the  Little  Theater. 

Thursday  morning— 8:00-9:00 
Business  Session 
Election  of  Officers 
Continuation  of  Reports 

Thursday  afternoon— 3 :00-4:00 
Brethren  Women  at  Work  Through  Missions 

Theme  Song: 

Devotions   Mrs.  Frank  Morrisoi 

Special  Music 

Message    Mrs.   Robert  Bischof i 

missionary  on  furlough  from  Nigeria,  Africs 
Thank  Offering   Southeastern  District  W.  M.  S 

Friday  morning— 8:00-9:00 
Business  Session 

Recognition  of  Banner  Societies 

Friday— 12:30 

Luncheon  and  program  planned  by  the  Lanark  and  M^ 
ledgeville,  Illinois  Societies. 

Saturday  morning — 8:00-9:00 

"A  Day  With  Bea  Bischof" 

Installation  of  Officers 

Mrs.  Vernon  Grisso, 
Vice  President  of  W.  M.  S. 
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I  NATIONAL  LAYMEN'S  PROGRAM 

I   SLOGAN— COME  OUT  AND  MEET  THE  BRETHREN 
Theme — Psalm  I 

Tuesday,  August  14—8:00-9:00  A.  M. 

Hymn  Singing 

[Call  to  Worship 

Devotions — Park  Street  Brethren  Laymen 

Business — Committee    Appointments,    Goals  Report 

Tuesday— 2:45-3:45  P.  M. 

Panel  Discussion — John  C.  Eck,  Leader 
Topic  to  be  supplied 

Tuesday— 7:25-9:00  P.  M. 

Laymen's  General  Conference  Hour 

Inspirational  Hour  Sponsored  by  Laymen 

Devotions — Isaac  Litton 

Special  Presentation — to  be  selected 

Address — Malvin  R.  Goode,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Active  Layman — Reporter  on  Pittsburgh  Courier, 
Largest  Negro  Newspaper  in  World.  Also,  News- 
caster on  Radio  and  T.  V.,  Pittsburgh. 

Wednesday,  August  15—8:00-9:00  A.  M. 

Hymn  Singing 
Call  to  Worship 
Devotions — Everett  Keplinger 
Business — Missionary  Home  Report 
New  Project 

Wednesday— 2:45-3:45  P.  M. 

Devotions — Simeon  Stogsdill 
Address — Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton 

Thursday,  August  16—8:00-9:00  A.  M. 

Hymn  Singing 

Call  to  Worship 

Devotions — Lester  Schmeidt 

Business — Election  and   Installation  of  New   Officers 

Thursday— 2:45-3:45  P.  M. 

Devotions — Charles  Moredock 

Panel  Discussion  Led  by  H.  B.  Puterbaugh 

Topic — "The  Brethren  Laymen  Utilized  and  Not  Utilized" 

Friday,  August  17—8:00-9:00  A.  M. 

Hymn  Singing 
Call  to  Worship 
Devotions — Larry  Martin 
Business — The  Brethren  Laymen 

Friday— 1:45-2:45  P.  M. 

Inspirational  Hour 

Sponsored  by  Laymen  and  Brotherhood  Officers 

Panel  Discussion 

Panel  to  be  selected  at  National  Conference 

Friday— 5:30  P.  M. 

Ministers-Laymen's  Banquet 

This  Program  in  Charge  of  Ministers 

Saturday,  August  18—8:00-9:00  A,  M. 

Hymn  Singing 
Call  to  Worship 
Devotions — John  Rieger 
Business — Unfinished  Business 

Saturday— 2:00  P.  M. 

Lajmien's  Executive  Meeting 


SISTERHOOD  PROGRAM 

THEME:  Treasures  of  Gold 

Tuesday 
Treasure  of  the  Home 

Piano  Prelude 

Welcome  by  the  National  Officers 

Sci'iptui'e  and  special  number Southeastern  District 

Committees  appointed 

Speaker    Marguerite    Kraft 

S.  M.  M.  Benediction 

Wednesday  morning 

Speaker    Mrs.   Delbert   Flora,   Ashland,   Ohio 

Scripture  and  special  number Indiana  District 

Wednesday  afternoon 

The  Ashland  S.  M.  M.  members  are  presenting  a  pageant. 
Tea — the   S.  M.  M.   girls   send  a   special  invitation  to   the 
W.  M.  S.  to  attend  this  program. 

Thursday 
Treasure  of  Knowledge 

Piano  Prelude 
Group  Singing 

Scripture   and  special   number    Ohio   District 

Election  of  National  Officers 

Speaker   Jean  Lersch 

S.  M.  M.  Benediction 

Friday 
Treasure  of  God 

Piano  Prelude 
Group  Singing 

Scripture  and  special  number Pennsylvania  District 

General   Secretary's   Report    Carol   Berkshire 

Speaker    Pauline    Benshoff 

Gathering  of  Missionary  Offering 
S.  M.  M.  Benediction 

Saturday 

The  Joy  and  Use  of  Treasures 

Piano  Prelude 
Group  Singing 
Scripture  and  special  number 

Central  and  Mid-west  Districts 
Miscellaneous  Business 
S.  M.  M.  Scholarship  awarded 
Installation  of  new  officers 

Speaker   Janet  King  Fox 

S.  M.  M.  Benediction 

BOYS'  BROTHERHOOD  PROGRAM 

Tuesday— 8:00  A.  M. 

The  Call    Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel 

Wednesday— 8:00  A.  M. 

The  Answer Rev.  Phil  Lersch 

Thursday— 8:00  A,  M. 

Preparation    Chuck   and   Marguerite   Kraft 

Friday— 8:00  A.  M. 

The  Action    Bob  and  Bea  Bischof 

Saturday— 8:00  A.  M. 

Brotherhood    Breakfast    Brookside    Park 

(Continued  on  Next  Page) 
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BRETHREN  MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIATION 

Tuesday— 8:00  A.  M. 

Devotions 
Memorials 

Wednesday— 8:00  A.  M. 

Devotions 

Minutes 

Election  of  Officers 

Report  of  Secretary-Treasurer 

Thursday— 8:00  A.  M. 

Devotions 

Minutes 

Business 

Address   Dr.  John  F.  Locke 

"The  Approved  Workman" 

Friday— 8:00  A.  M. 

Devotions 

Minutes 

Business 

Report  of  Committees 

Saturday— 8:00  A.  M. 

Devotions 

Minutes 

Business 

Final  reading  of  minutes 

Address    Dr.  W.  D.  Furry 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  CONFERENCE  PROGRAM 

Theme  and  Text,  I  John  3:18: 

"Let  us  love  in  deed  and  in  truth." 

Monday  afternoon 

4; 00     Registration  (Founders  Hall) 

Brethren  Youth  must    present    credentials 
to  register. 

Monday  Evening 

7:30-9:30     Attend  General  Session 
9:14-10:09     T.  V.  Party  (Student  Union) 
Free  Popcorn 

Tuesday  morning 

8:00-  9:00     Brotherhood  and  Sisterhood  Sessions 
9:14-10:19     CHAPEL 

9:14-  9:26     Hymn  Singing 
9:26-10:01     "You"   ..Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal 
10:02-10:19     Devotions,  Special  Music 
Announcements 
10:20-11:14     "PEP"— Bring  some 
11:15-11:59     Choir  Rehearsal 
Workshop 

Tuesday  afternoon 

1:14-  2:16     Business  at  hand 

2:17-  3:20     Crafts Rev.  John  Byler 

3:30     Recreation 


Wednesday  morning 

8:00-  9:00     Brotherhood  and  Sisterhood  Sessions 
9:14-10:19     CHAPEL 

9:14-  9:26     Hymn  Singing 
9:26-10:01     "You  and  the  Church" 

Dr.  Drushal^ 
10:02-10:19     Devotions,  Special  Music 
Announcements 
10:20-11:14     "PEP" 
11:15-11:59     Choir  Rehearsal 
Workshop 

Wednesday  afternoon 
1:14-  2:16     Business  Meeting — Forward  Look 

2:17-  3:20     Crafts Rev.  John  BylerJ 

3:00-  4:00     S.  M.  M.  Tea  (Little  Theater) 
3 :30     Recreation 


Wednesday  evening 

6:45-  7:15     Vespers:  "Mephibosheth"   .., 
7:25-  9:00     Attend  General  Session 
9:14-10:09     T.V.  Party   (Student  Union) 
Free  Popcorn 


,  Dr.  Drushal 


8:00-  9:00 
9:14-10:19 


10:20-11:14 
11:15-11:59 


1:14- 


2:31 
2:00 
3:00 


6:45-  7:15 
7:25-  9:00 

8:00-  9:00 
9:14-10:19 


Tuesday   evening 

6:45-  7:15     Vespers:  "Jonathan"    ... 
7:25-  9:00     Attend  General  Session 


,Dr.  Drushal 


10:20-11:14 
11:15-11:59 


1:14-  2:16 

2:17-  3:20 

3:30 


6:45-  7:15 

7:25-  9:00 

9:14 


Thursday  morning 

Brotherhood  and  Sisterhood  Sessions 
CHAPEL 

9:14-  9:26     Hymn  Singing 
9:26-10:01     "You  and  the  Brethren  Church'*i| 

Dr.  Drushal 
10:02-10:19     Devotions,  Special  Music 

Announcements 
"PEP" 

Choir  Rehearsal 
Workshop 

Thursday  afternoon 

Crafts   Rev.  John  Byler' 

Summer  Workers'  Tea  i 

Picnic  I 

Thursday  evening  } 

Vespers:    "Daniel"    Dr.   Drushali 

Attend  General  Session 

Friday  morning  | 

Brotherhood  and  Sisterhood  Sessions 
CHAPEL 

Hymn  Singing 

"You  and  the  Brethren  Church 
Tomorrow"   ....    Dr.  Drushal 

Devotions,  Special  Music 

Announcements 
"PEP" 

Choir  Rehearsal 
Workshop 

Friday  afternoon 

"SURPRISE" 

Crafts Rev.  John  Bylei 

Recreation 

Friday  evening 

Vespers :   "Ezra"    Dr.  Drusha 

Attend  General  Session 
Campfire 


9:14-  9:26 
9:26-10:01 

10:02-10:19 


i 
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Saturday  morning 

00-  9:00  Brotherhood  and  Sisterhood  Sessions 
9:14-10:01  "PEP"  Project  Offering  for  B.  Y. 
0:02-10:19     Devotions,  Special  Music 

Announcements 
0:20-10:34     Hymn  Singing 

0:35-11:14     "Atoms  to  Spare"    Dr.   Drushal 

1:15-11:59     Choir  Rehearsal 

Workshop 

Saturday  afternoon 
1:30-  2:30     "Songs  in  the  Afternoon" 
In  the  Chapel 

2:46-  3:29     Crafts    Rev.   John  Byler 

3:30     Recreation 


Saturday  evening 

5:30     Dress-up  Banquet  (Place  will  be  announced) 

6:45-  7:15     Vespers:   "Nehemiah"    Dr.   Drushal 

7:30-  9:00     Brethren   Youth   Conference   Program 

Speaker:  Rolf  Stolpner  (just  returned  from 
Europe) 
9:14     Saturday  Night  Round-up 

Sunday  morning 

7:15     Brethren  Youth  Communion  at  Park  Street 
Church 
9:30-10:15     Sunday  School  in  Founders  Hall 

Teacher,  Rev.  Wayne  Swihart 
10:30-11:30     Worship  Hour  in  Chapel 


paanannanaDnnnDnnnnanDaannnnnannnaanaaDnnaaaDnanannaannaDDDnnnnGaDaanDannnnnDaaaaD 
DDDDnnnDnnnnnnnni5nnnnnnnaDnnnnDanDnnDaDaoDDaanaaDnDannnnnnnDaDnnDnaaaannnnDDaaaDnn 

Food   For   The   Faithful 

Rev.   George  W.  Solomon 


THERE  ARE  TWO  EXTREMITIES  in  life— too  old 
or  too  young.  This  is  true  in  the  economic  and  in- 
iustrial  areas  of  our  world;  it  is  true  in  the  social  circles 
;hat  function  everywhere.  It  is  true  also,  I  am  afraid, 
n  the  church.  In  considering  the  many  phases  of  activ- 
ity in  the  church  there  are  those  that  are  too  young  and 
;hose  that  are  too  old.  As  I  look  at  the  men  and  women, 
3oys  and  girls  who  belong  in  these  two  categories  I  re- 
ilize,  as  you  do,  that  they  cannot  help  being  in  these  age 
groups.  We  all  were  once  in  the  first  category  and, 
aod  willing,  we  shall  each  someday  be  in  the  latter. 

I  have  the  feeling  that  this  should  never  be  the  con- 
iition  in  our  church.  There  should  never  be  an  age  group 
that  did  not  have  a  place  in  our  labors  and  a  place  in 
3ur  hearts.  Jesus  called  to  Himself  all  men,  the  very 
young  as  well  as  the  aged. 

It  has  been  a  joy  to  me  to  see  the  increased  interest 
in  the  Brethren  Church  in  relation  to  our  very  active 
and  growing  youth  program  and  also  bur  increased  de- 
termination to  care  for  our  aged  Brothers  and  Sisters 
who  have  given  their  best  years  to  the  church. 

In  the  annual  project  "FOOD  FOR  THE  FAITHFUL" 
these  two  groups  are  brought  closer  together  than  in 
any  other  church  function  or  program.  I  have  wondered 
if  our  Brethren  are  well  enough  acquainted  with  this 
annual  Youth  project.  If  we  had  a  better  understanding 
and  awareness  of  the  program,  it  might  mean  a  more 
lively  interest  and  a  growing  determination  to  support 
such  an  undertaking. 

If  my  recollection  is  correct,  "FOOD  FOR  THE 
FAITHFUL"  is  now  in  its  fifth  year  and,  I  believe  the 
credit  for  its  existence  belongs  to  Brother  Charles  Mun- 
son.  Brother  Munson,  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  FOOD 
FOR  THE  FAITHFUL,  was  National  director  of  our 
Brethren  Youth.  He  was  always  searching  for  new  ways 


in  which  Youth  might  serve  their  church  and  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  From  this  constant  searching,  and  aware- 
ness of  the  needs  of  our  Brethren's  Home,  came  the  seed- 
thoughts  that  germinated  and  became  a  very  worthy  ser- 
vice in  the  form  of  an  annual  ingathering  of  Food  for 
the  Faithful  at  our  Brethren's  Home.  Each  year 
since  that  time  at  National  Conference  Brethren  Youth 
has  labored  to  gather  food,  and  money  to  purchase  the 
same,  for  these  deserving  saints  of  our  Brethren's  Home. 
The  writer  of  this  article  is  now  serving  his  third  year 
as  director  of  this  special  youth  undertaking  and  he  has 
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IPrayer  ffleeting 
Stvidies 


WHEN  THE  BROOK  DRIED 

God  knew  when  the  widow's  cruse  was  low 

And  the  meal  was  almost  gone, 
And  He  dried  tha  brook  where  Elijah  drank, 

And  He  sent  His  servant  on, 
That  the  handful  of  meal  should  not  be  spent, 

Or   the   little   oil   grow  less, 
And  that,  when  tha  widow's  son  lay  dead 

The   prophet's   pi^ayer  should  bless. 

Hath  He  dried  the   brook  where   thou   long  hast  dwelt? 

Canst  thou  find  no  solace  there? 
Zarephath  is  ready  if  Cherith  fail, 

With  oil  and  meal  to  share. 
Oh,   tarry  not,   should   He   bid  thee   go, 

His  messenger  thou  shalt  be; 
Thou  shalt  carry  a  blessing  to  those  who  wait. 

And  a  blessing  waiteth  thee. 

— Annie  Johnson  Flint. 

GOD  IS  NOT  LIMITED  in  the  harvest,  but  in  the 
harvest  hands  (Matt.  9:37,  38).  He  needs  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place  at  the  right  time  (Luke  10:2). 
But  some  are  like  Jonah — ^hard  for  God  to  move  to  the 
field  where  He  wants  them  to  operate  (Jonah  1:1-3). 
Then  God  has  to  whip  them  into  doing  His  bidding  (Jo- 
nah 1:4-7).  It  does  not  pay  to  "jonah"  on  the  Lord 
(Jonah  2:5,  9).  God  has  a  man-power,  a  labor  problem 
—He  has  to  wait  not  for  conditions  but  for  men  to  get 
right  (Jonah  3:1,  2).  The  man  problem  is  such  a  press- 
ing problem  with  God  and  His  losing  harvest  that  the 
matter  is  mentioned  even  the  third  time  (John  4:34-36). 
The  wages  are  satisfactory.  Never  mind  the  working 
conditions  because  the  harvest  IS   ripe. 

God  is  waiting  on  men,  and  revival  is  postponed  for 
lack  of  men  (2  Chron.  7:14).  The  sinners  are  hungry, 
but  God's  people  are  lacking  in  bread  (Luke  11:5,  6). 
That  is  what  Jesus  taught  in  answer  to  the  request, 
"Lord,  teach  us  to  pray!"  God  never  gives  a  revival 
until  He  finds  men  willing  and  eager  to  be  used  of  Him. 
This  is  illustrated  by  Elijah's  challenge  to  the  people 
at  Mt.  Carmel  when  he  prayed  down  fire  from  Heaven 
(1  Kings  18:37-39).  When  Jesus  came  to  Jacob's  well  in 
Samaria  His  disciples  had  no  concern  about  getting  any 
one  saved  (John  4:27).  But  Jesus  stayed  there  two  days, 
and  many  of  the  Samaritans  came  unto  Him  (John  4:40, 
41).  The  strange  thing  is  that  God  always  has  to  wait 
on  His  people  to  have  a  revival.  It  took  a  ten-day  prayer 
meeting  to  bring  about  a  Pentecost  because  God's  people 
were  without  the  power  of  God   (Acts  1:4,  8). 

Though  seven  thousand  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to 
Baal,  Elijah  had  to  stand  alone  for  God  on  Mt.  Carmel 
(1  Kings  19:18;  Rom.  11:2-4).  God  has  to  use  only  what 
is  available.  Jonah  seemed  to  be  all  God  had  to  send  to 
Nineveh.  Jesus  and  one  convert  brought  about  the  revival 
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-at  Sychar  as  the  disciples  did  not  seem  to  co-operatd 
(2  Cor.  6:1).  Would  tliei-e  have  been  a  Pentecost  withou'i 
Peter  (Acts  2:14)?  Just  a  short  time  before  the  Lor(' 
had  had  to  restore  Peter  from  his  seven  downward  stepsi 
into  perfect  backsliding    (John  21:17). 

God  had  a  way  of  getting  Paul  and  other  workeri 
from  place  to  place  and  to  the  right  place  (Acts  17:6-9). 
Sometimes  it  required  disagreement  among  the  worker! 
to  get  the  gospel  spread  (Acts  15:37-41),  or  more  oftei 
it  was  persecution  that  sent  them  on  their  way  (Acti 
20:1).  Regardless  of  what  it  took  to  scatter  the  Chris 
tians  for  getting  out  the  Word,  "they  went  everywhere 
preaching  the  Word"  (Acts  8:4,  5).  As  for  retirement 
three  years  was  enough  for  Paul  in  Arabia  (Gal.  1:17 
18),  and  Elijah  was  not  to  enjoy  the  solitude  of  ravine 
of  Cherith  indefinitely  (1  Kings  17:8,  9).  God  expects 
re-capped  man  to  resume  God's  work  (1  Kings  17:24 
18:1). 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  August  12,  1956 

THE  WAY  OF  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP 

Lesson:  I  John  1:1-10 

AN  OLD  LANCASHIRE  woman  was  listening  to  the 
reasons  that  the  neighbors  were  giving  for  theii 
minister's  success.  They  spoke  of  his  gifts,  of  his  style 
of  his  manner.  "Nay,"  said  she,  "I  tell  you  what  it  is. 
Yon  man  is  very  thick  with  the  Almighty." 

That  which  gives  a  Christian  spiritual  power  is  Fel- 
lowship with  God.  The  key-word  of  the  First  Epistle  oi 
St.  John  is  "Fellowship."  This  is  true  even  thougl; 
the  word  is  found  only  fou^  times  in  the  entire  book,  and 
that  alone  in  chapter  one. 

Notice  how  the  theme  of  "Fellowship"  is  carriec 
throughout  the  book: 

Chapter  1 — John  says  "God  is  Light"  (vs.  5) — Hence 
Fellowship  with  God  depends  upon  our  walking  in  the 
light. 

Chapter  2 — John  says  "God  is  Righteous"  (vs.  29)— 
Hence,  Fellowship  with  God  depends  upon  righteous  liv- 
ing. , 

1 

Chapter  4 — John  says  "God  is  Love"  (vs.  7-8) — Hence;.j 
Fellowship  with  God  depends  upon  our  possessing  anc' 
manifesting  divine  love. 

Fellowship  with  God  is  a  precious  experience  all  toe 
few  Christians  enjoy.  It  could  be  said  of  Enoch  that  he 
"walked  with  God"  (Gen.  5:24);  and  of  Abraham  thai 
he  was  called  "the  Friend  of  God"  (James  2:23).  These 
Godly  men  knew  what  it  was  to  share  the  Companion- 
ship of  the  Almighty! 

Surely  this  is  what  C.  Austin  Miles  meant  when  he 
wrote : 
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"And  He  walks  with  me,  and  He  talks  with  me, 

And  He  tells  me  I  am  His  own, 
And  the  joy  we  share  as  we  tarry  there, 

None  other  has  ever  known." 

There  are,  however,  conditions  which  John  says  must 
)e  met  before  you  can  experience   Fellowship  with  God. 

1.  He  who  desires  Fellowship  with  God  must  first  of 
ill  be  in  right  relationship  with  God.  He  must  partake 
>f  "that  eternal  life,  which  was  with  the  Father,  and 
vas  manifested  unto  us"  (1:2).  Only  through  the  New 
iirth  can  spiritual  life  be  imparted. 

2.  He  who  desires  Fellowship  with  God  must  be  in  right 
■elationship  with  his  fellowmen.  Several  places  in  the 
)ook  this  thought  is  suggested,  such  as  1:3,  7.  In  3:14 
ve  read:  "We  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto 
ife,  because  we  love  the  brethren." 

3.  He  who  desires  Fellowship  with  God  must  walk  in 
he  light  and  not  in  darkness  (1:5-7).  "If  we  say  that  we 
lave  fellowship  with  Him,  and  walk  in  darkness,  we  lie, 
md  do  not  the  truth:  But  if  we  walk  in  the  light.  .  ." 

4.  Finally,  he  who  desires  Fellowship  wth  God  must  be 
ree  from  sin  (1:7-10).  This  does  not  mean,  as  John  makes 
lear,  that  we  should  deny  the  existence  of  sin  within 
lur  lives.  But,  rather,  we  should  go  to  the  Lord  and  ad- 
nit  that  sin  dwells  within  us,  and  then  be  freed  from 
hat  sin  by  confessing  it  unto  Him.  For,  "If  we  confess 
lur  sins.  He  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins, 
md  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness"   (1:9). 

Enoch  enjoyed  God's  Presence  and  Companionship  be- 
:ause  he  "walked  with  God."  More  blessed  than  this,  it 
lould  be  said,  therefore,  that  Enoch  "had  this  testimony, 
hat  he  pleased  God"  (Heb.  11:5). 

"Friendship    with    Jesus,    Fellowship    divine, 
O  what  blessed,  sweet  communion, 
Jesus  is  a  friend  of  mine." 


FOOD   FOR  THE  FAITHFUL 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

ieen  it  grow  each  succeeding  year,  but  has  never  felt 
;hat  the  Brethren  had  reached  a  maximum  in  their  sup- 
port of  this  program. 

It  appears  from  this  vantage  point  that  our  folks  who 
regularly  attend  conference  have  supported  whole-heart- 
idly  the  program  with  gifts  of  food  and  money  while  a 
nuch  lesser  interest  has  been  shown  by  the  "Church 
3ack  home."  I  am  sure  that  these  folks  would  support 
;he  program  if  they  had  a  greater  understanding  of  its 
functioning,  and  this  is  the  chief  purpose  of  this  article. 

The  work  of  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders  has  proven 
that  there  is  a  place  in  the  labors  of  the(  church  for  the 
youth.  The  many  successful  and  useful  projects,  on  both 
District  and  National  levels,  have  attested  to  this  fact. 

It  is  an  old  saying,  "These  youth  are  the  church  of 
tomorrow  and  so  they  deserve  our  support."  Never  a 
truer  statement  was  spoken,  BUT,  these  youth  are  also 
the  church  in  action  TODAY!  Tomorrow  never  really 
arrives,  and  the  future  is  always  uncertain  as  to  time. 
Our  Youth  deserve  our  backing  of  their  various  pro- 
grams, not  because  they  are  a  future  possibility,  but  be- 
cause they  are  a  present  reality!  B.  Y,  C.  is  just  as  real 


a  part  of  our  overall  church  program  as  is  the  W.  M.  S. 
and  the  Laymen  organizations  of  our  church.  Their  work 
is  limited  only  as  the  church  limits  it.  B.  Y.  C.  has  all 
the  desirable  faculties  of  youth,  eagerness,  stamina,  zeal, 
enthusiasm,  and,  above  all,  a  deep  desire  to  be  of  ser- 
vice to  their  Lord  and  Master  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
Church. 

In  oun  present  appeal,  "FOOD  FOR  THE  FAITHFUL," 
our  youth  have  found  a  place  in  the  labors  of  our  church 
and  have  awakened  within  us  all  our  responsibilities  to 
the  other  extremity  of  life — our  aged  Brethren.  In  our 
Brethren's  Home,  now  filled  to  capacity,  are  many  men 
and  women  who  have  served  their  Lord  and  the  Breth- 
ren Church  for  a  great  number  of  years.  Your  writer 
is  personally  acquainted  with  several  of  the  residents 
of  the  Home  and  knows  of  the  great  sacrifices  and  end- 
less labors  of  these  under  trying  circumstances.  Yet  these 
have  labored  faithfully  and  all  too  often  without  receiv- 
ing any  recognition  for  their  "service  beyond  the  call  of 
duty,"  and  never  asking  it,  knowing  that  they  served 
their  Lord  who  would  justly  reward  them  for  their  faith- 
fulness. 

Yet  there  comes  always  to  my  mind  the  words  of  our 
Lord,  "In  as  much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 
These  words  express  an  obligation  and  privilege  of  the 
church  in  caring  for  those  who  are  now  in  need  of  such 
care.  In  a  February  issue  of  the  Brethren  Evangelist  I 
find  these  words  written  by  the  President  of  the  Benev- 
olent Board,  J.  R.  Johnston:  "It  surely  is  a  privilege 
instead  of  a  duty  to  serve  our  Lord  by  supporting  the 
Home  especially  when  we  have  such  a  splendid  place  to- 
wards which  we  may  direct  our  efforts.  How  better  can 
we  express  this  interest  than  in  helping  to  provide  a 
good  Church  Home  for  our  aged?"  In  that  same  issue 
was  also  presented  a  chart  and  a  report  showing  the 
present  expenses  increasing  and  the  present  income  de- 
creasing. Brethren,  I  know  you  will  NOT  permit  this 
condition  to  long  exist. 

FOOD  FOR  THE  FAITHFUL  becomes  in  the  present 
situation  first,  an  opportunity  to  help  erase  this  defi- 
ciency; second,  an  opportunity  to  say  "thank  you"  to 
those  who  have  served  so  well;  third,  an  opportunity 
to  serve  the  Lord;  fourth,  it  serves  not  only  as  a  bene- 
fit to  our  aged  but  also  to  our  youth  for  it  teaches  them 
how  they  can  serve;  it  teaches  them  responsibility  and 
gives  them  opportunity  to  experience  the  fulfilling  of 
the  promise,  "It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 

As  National  Conference  time  draws  near  Brethren 
Youth  asks  your  support  of  FOOD  FOR  THE  FAITH- 
FUL. If  you  classify  yourself  as  a  "Youth"  then  this 
is  definitely  your  project.  If  you  consider  yourself  as 
among  the  "Aged"  then  you  know  better  than  any  the 
need  for  such  a  program.  If  you  do  not  consider  your- 
self in  either  of  these  categories  then  you  must  be  the 
backbone  of  our  church  today  and  we  appeal  to  your 
ability  to  aid  in  this  worthy  undertaking. 

Gretna,  Ohio. 


BRING  YOUR  FOOD  FOR  THE  FAITHFUL  TO 
GENERAL  CONFERENCE.  A  PLACE  WILL  BE  PRO- 
VIDED FOR  YOUR  CANNED  GOODS  AND  NON- 
PERISHABLE  FOODS.  CASH  GIFTS  ALSO  RECEIVED. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELISM 


NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth   Director 
HEAR  YE  HERE,  YE! 

YESSIREE  bob,  HERE  IS  WHERE  YOU  HEAR 
about  the  latest  developments  for  the  National 
Brethren  Youth  Conference — you  know  when,  August 
13-19  at  Ashland  College.  By  reading  past  epistles  you 
are  conscious  of  Dr.  Drushal,  "Pep,"  T.V.  parties,  camp- 
fire,  B.  Y.  communion,  crafts  and  many  other  features 
of  this  year's  program.  But  the .  following,  which  is  the 
latest,  you  have  never  heard,  yet. 

First,  Lois  Berkshire  says,  "Coming  to  conference  this 
year?  Everyone  bring  along  OLD  SHEETS,  PILLOW 
CASES,  other  CLEAN  WHITE  CLOTH,  and  willing 
hands.  We  can  help  others,  and  also  have  a  good  time 
while  rolling  bandages  in  Brethren  Youth  Workshops. 
We  will  need  plenty  to  work  with  to  help  our  African 
friends,  so  if  you  adult  Brethren  Youth  will  bring  mate- 
rials too,  you  will  be  helping  Brethren  Youth  help 
others."  This  is  new,  so  latch-on  to  the  idea  quickly.  Lois 
has  consented  to  direct  this  forty-five  minute  workshop 
each  day  when  the  young  people  will  roll  bandages.  Bring 
some  cloth  along  so  they  have  something  to  work  with. 

Next,  Be  it  known  that  Chuck  Huff  will  be  the  Breth- 
ren Youth  song  leader  for  the  week.  He  will  be  assisted 
by  Connie  Hitchman  who  will  hold  forth  at  the  pianoforte 
at  all  of  our  song  services. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE!  All  B.  Y.  are  requested  to  bring 
gym  clothes,  including  gym  shoes  especially,  with 
them.  Some  of  the  directed  recreation  will  take  , place  on 
the  college  gym  floor  and  you  must  have  proper  equip- 
ment to  participate. 

SHORTIES 

Rev.  John  Byler  and  several  helpers  are  still  arrang- 
ing to  have  craft  materials  for  B.  Y.  at  conference. 

Please  don't  lay  this  "Evangelist"  down  until  you've 
read  George  Solomon's  "Food  for  the  Faithful"  article. 
Then  put  some  in  the  auto  before  leaving  home — along 
with  the   bandage   cloth. 

Be  sure  to  find  the  story  that  goes  with  that  cover  pic- 
ture. 

If   you   have    forgotten    the    importance     of    Brethren 
Youth  Credentials,  see  your  pastor,  the  June  30th  "Breth- 
ren   Evangelist,"    and   the   last    "Brethren   Youth     Maga- 
zine." If  in  further  darkness,  come  to  conference. 
THEM  GALS 

The  Crusaders  are  still  serving  Jesus  Christ  and  you, 
the  Brethren  Church,  by  conducting  a  Bible  School  at 
Fremont,  Ohio  from  July  23  to  August  5.  Joann  Rum- 
mel,  Beverly  Johnson,  and  Janet  Lowmaster  are  using 
their  abilities  and  dedication  to  enrich  more  young  lives 
with  spiritual  truth  and  values.  Can  we  enlist  some  more 
to  do  this  work  next  summer? 

OUT  I-O-WAY 

The  last  time  I  wrote  you,  we  at  Camp  Blackhawk 
were  looking  forward  to  Decision  Day.  That  day  was  a 


joy  from  beginning  to  end.  The  highlight,  of  course,  wai 
the  Galilean  Service  in  the  evening.  The  women  floate( 
candles  in  eggshells  on  the  water,  music  was  provided  b; 
quartet  and  flute,  and  Rev.  A.  T.  Ronk  stood  at  the  on* 
end  of  the  water  and  challenged  all  of  us.  Believe  me 
you  place  more  confidence  in  B.  Y.  when  48  rededicati 
their  lives  and  nineteen  give  themselves  for  fuU-timi 
service.  It's  wonderful  the  way  God  brings  joy  to  us  ii 
experiences  that  can't  be  lost  or  stolen,  which  is  not  trui 
of  possessions  obtained  with  silver. 

EVERYONE  CAN  SEE  THE  FISHBOWL 
AT  CONFERENCE 

"I  LEAD  THREE  LIVES" 

This  statement  almost  appears  to  be  true  when  youj 
youth  director  attempts  to  be  more  than  one  place  a! 
once.  Here  are  some  notes  and  reports  from  the  travel! 
of  the  past  few  weeks. 

SHIPSHEWANA  .  .  .  July  10:  Jean  and  I  stopped  of 
for  the  afternoon  and  received  a  cordial  welcome  frori 
all  the  staff.  Some  of  the  crafts  used  here  will  be  avail  i 
able  at  National  Conference.  The  opportunity  to  spea 
with  the  campers  as  soon  as  supper  was  over  was  muc 
appreciated. 

LINWOOD  PARK  .  .  .  July  12-15:  You'll  recall  tha 
this  was  the  location  for  the  Ohio  District  Conference 
which  included  special  youth  programs.  Over  50  B.  "i 
benefited  from  the  planning  by  coming  to  the  lake.  Som: 
special  youth  features  were  the  speaker.  Rev.  Grar; 
Carothers,  B.  Y.  prayer  meeting,  campfire,  sunrise  seif 
vice  (Boy,  was  that  a  windy  ordeal — but  Kep  and  Do' 
still  took  in  the  morning  dip),  and  beach  banquet.  All 
in-all  we  can  say  that  those  of  you  that  stayed  homi 
missed  a  good  time — and  also  several  serious  challenge: 
to  your  life.  Hope  to  see  you  next  year.  More  of  the  sann 
will  be  done. 

ASHLAND  .  .  .  July  15:  Brookside  Park  was  the  sit 
for  the  Ashland  Youth  Council  public  service,  at  whic 
occasion  I  was  privileged  to  be  the  speaker. 

JOHNSTOWN  .  .  .  July  16-19:  This  program  for  tlis 
youth  at  Pennsylvania  District  Conference  had  as  i1 
theme  "The  Glory  of  Service."  The  Bischofs  and  thl 
Lersches  surely  enjoyed  this  opportunity  to  associati 
with  these  active  and  interested  "Kids  from  the  hills 
— in  definite  contrast  to  the  lay  of  the  land  in  Indian; 
for  instance.  The  cooperative  spirit  was  excellent.  I  hoj 
none  of  you  have  forgotten  that  message  by  Rev.  Klin|! 
ensmith  on  Thursday,  as  well  as  all  the  ways  of  servic 
we  talked  about  after  his  talk.  The  singing  (both  hymi 
and  "Pioneer"),  recreation  (Who  has  the  whistle),  cam] 
fire  at  Howards,  camp  rally  and  Benshoff  hospitality  a' 
contributed  to  make  this  ani  experience  that  I  sincere' 
hope  will  be  repeated  and  expanded  again  next  yea 
Can  we  have  some  more  of  you  Keystoners  then? 

ELKHART  .  .  .  July  22:  Filling  the  pulpit  for  Re 
Higgins  was  just  a  part  of  the  most  enjoyable  day  ' 
spent  there.  That  was  a  swell  talk  we  had  concemir 
Brethren  Youth  work  after  our  picnic  lunch  at  the  hon 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carroll  Myers.  Regardless  of  who  w( 
the  ball  game,  I  hope  your  ice  cream  social  was  a  su  j 
cess.  This  was  one  way  they  were  doing  their  part  i 
make  the   1956  project  a  success.  All  of  you  bring  tl 
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project  money  to  Conference.  Thank  you,  Elkhart  Breth- 
ren Youth,  for  a  meaningful  visit. 

MANCHESTER  .  .  .  July  24-27:  I  enjoyed  fellowship - 
ping  with  Dean  Flora,  Rev.  Fairbanks  and  140  other 
delegates  at  this  meeting  of  the  Historic  Peace  Churches. 

HOME  .  .  .  now:  Last  minute  plans  are  being  formu- 
lated for  the  coming  Ambassador  tour  and  also  National 
Youth  Conference.  Come  one  and  all. 

BRETHREN,  I  LOVE  BRETHREN  YOUTH 
YOU  SHOULD  TOO 


T^he   ^^Womens    /Corner 

"DC^  «'9e»  ""QG^ 

by   Helen  Jordan 


HAVE  A  HEART?  But,  of  course  doesn't  everyone? 
We're  not  talking  about  that  ticking  organism  in- 
side our  chests,  but  about  something  that  makes  us  love. 
Life  can  be  a  dark  narrow  corridor  or  a  lighted  way. 
You  can  travel  down  your  own  dark  selfish  corridor — 
receiving,  snatching,  and  giving  nothing  in  return,  or 
you  can  reach  out  to  love  and  to  give.  Then  the  walls  of 
the  corridor  vanish,  and  love  rights  the  way.  It  becomes 
the  "more  excellent  way"  described  by  Paul  in  I  Cor- 
inthians 13:  "Though  I  understand.  .  .all  knowledge,  and 
though  I  have  all  faith.  .  .and  have  not  love,  I  am  noth- 
ing." 

Remember  John  3:16  which  says  that:  "For  God  so 
loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life."  Also  Abraham  loved  his  son  so  much 
that  he  was  willing  to  sacrifice  him  as  God  commanded. 

Happiness  is  simply  a  by-product  of  loving.  Open  up 
your  heart  to  your  friends  and  your  family.  Show  gen- 
uine concern  for  their  problems,  go  out  of  your  way  to 
help  someone  else.  How  many  use  the  motto:  Christ  first. 
Others  second  and  Self  last?  Sometimes  it  is  hard  for 
us  to  work  with  others.  Sometimes  we  think  we  can  do 
better  by  working  by  ourselves.  Again,  we  wish  to  remind 
you  that  Jesus  worked  with  and  through  others  always. 
Let  us  be  more  like  the  Master,  loving  and  working  to- 
gether. 

We  as  W.  M.  S.  members  should  show  the  love  of  Christ 
so  much  that  we  would  be  able  to  draw  others  to  the 
saving  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Savior. 

In  closing,  let  us  think,  what  kind  of  a  heart  do  I 
have? 

Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart  today. 
Try  me,  0  Saviour,  know  my  thoughts,  I  pray; 
See  if  there  be  some  wicked  way  in  me. 
Cleanse  me  from  every  sin,  and  set  me  free. 


urc 


Mrs.  G.  Bright  Hanna, 

Wabash,  Indiana 
(College  Corner  Church) 


PLEASANT  VIEW  BRETHREN  CHURCH, 
Vandergrift,  Pa. 

Greetings  to  all  the  Brethren  in  Jesus'  name. 

"God  is  faithful."  Therefore  all  glory  to  Him  for  any- 
thing that  has  been  accomplished  in  our  Church.  For 
nearly  a  year  now  we  have  had  the  privilege  of  giving 
full  time  service  to  this  good  Church.  It  has  been  a  time 
of  blessing  from  the  Lord  and  from  the  people.  For  sev- 
en years  I  was  Pastor  of  this  Church  and  the  Brush  Val- 
ley Church.  Then  I  became  Pastor  of  this  church  alone 
on  November  1st  of  last  year.  Since  that  date  attend- 
ance has  grown  steadily,  and  the  harmony  of  the  mem- 
bership which  was  such  a  blessing  during  the  seven  years 
has  continued,  also  their  love  for  their  Pastor. 

As  many  know,  we  are  worshipping  in  the  basement 
unit  of  the  Church.  This  has  all  been  paid  for  since  soon 
after  moving  into  it.  In  addition,  the  cash  in  the  Build- 
ing Fund,  for  the  superstructure,  continues  to  increase. 
Soon,  perhaps  next  Spring,  the  Congregation  should  be 
able  to  begin  the  construction  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
Church  Building. 

During  this  year  a  Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha 
has  been  organized  under  the  auspices  of  the  W.  M.  S., 
and  the  personal  efforts  of  Miss  Thelma  Fish,  Mrs.  Grace 
Rosensteel  and  Mrs.  Naff.  This  S.  M.  M.  now  numbers 
eleven  girls  in  its  membership  and  they  are  working  to- 
gether happily  and  enthusiastically. 

Membership  in  the  Church  has  grown  also  during  this 
year,  five  members  having  been  received  by  baptism  and 
two  more  are  soon  to  be  received.  This  has  been  since 
November  1955  and  during  that  time  no  revival  meeting 
was  held. 

We  trust  in  the  Lord  that  this  Church  shall  continue 
to  grow  and  build,  and  that  the  Lord  will  bless  their  lead- 
ership. The  writer  of  this  report  will  be  closing  his  Pas- 
toral service  in  this  Church  with  the  end  of  September 
1956.  May  the  Lord  provide  a  good  Pastor  in  my  place. 

Paul  M.  Naff,  Pastor. 
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Christ  In  Poetry  (A  collection)         3.49 

That  Immortal  Sea  By  Leslie  Weatherhead 2.50 

The  Life  We  Prise  By  Elton  Trueblood      1.49 


Growing  In  Statyre   (Junior  Worship  Programs)  2.25 

Squaring   Up    (Talks   to  Juniors)     1.50 

A  Year  of  Youth  Programs  &  Activities  2.95 
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Parables  From  Nature  (Earthly  Stories  with  a 
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Items  of  general   Interest 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Hubert  Fowler,  of  Wil- 
liamsport,  was  the  speaker  at  the  Laymen  sponsored  ser- 
vice in  the   St.  James  church  on  August  5th. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  Robert  Hoffman,  pastor  of  the  Smithville, 
Ohio,  church,  was  the  guest  speaker  in  the  Wayne  Heights 
church  on  July  22nd. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN.  The 
W.  M.  S.  held  their  public  service  on  July  22nd,  with  Mrs. 
Elmer  Keck  as  speaker. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.— Quiet  Dell,  PENNA.  Brother 
Cecil  Bolton,  Jr.  has  received  and  has  accepted  a  call 
for  another  year  as  pastor  of  the  Cameron  and  Quiet 
Dell  churches. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Brother  L.  V.  King  has  accepted 
the  call  of  the  church  to  serve  as  pastor  for  another 
year. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Brother  John  T.  Byler  was 
recalled  for  another  year  as  pastor,  by  a  unanimous  vote 
of  the  congregation. 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  Three  new  members 
were  received  recently. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  The  Laymen  conducted  the 
morning  worship  service  on  July  29th. 

Nappanee  Brethren  was  host  church  to  the  Union  Sun- 
day evening  service  on  July  29th. 


GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Mary  Elizabeth  Gentle  arrived 
to  make  her  home  with  Brother  and  Sister  Spencer  Gen-t 
tie  and  family,  on  July  31st. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Guest  speaker  on  August  j 
12th  will  be  Rev.  Don  Beldin,  St.  Joseph  County  YFC; 
Director.  j 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  Junior  and  Senioi 
Sisterhood  Societies  presented  their  public  program  the 
morning  of  July  22nd. 

Two  new  members  were  received  into  the  church  re- 
cently. ' 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  H.  Francis  Berkshire 
writes:  "Our  Win-One  Class  won  $50.00  as  first  prize  foi 
the  best  float  in  the  'Old  Settler's  Day'  parade  on  Julj 
26th.  This  is  the  second  time  in  three  years  that  oui 
church  has  placed  first  in  this  event.  This  class  is  £ 
newly  organized  class  of  post-high  school  students.  Thej 
hope  to  enter  it  in  the  Carroll  County  Fair  parade  dur- 
ing August.  The  float  consisted  of  a  ten  foot  high  light- 
house standing  on  a  huge  Bible.  Blue  streamers  anc 
white  rocks  depicted  the  water.  The  theme,  written  iij 
large  eight  inch  letters,  was  'The  Light  of  the  World  is  I 
Jesus.'  " 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Two  new  members  were  receivec 
into  the  Tucson  church  during  July. 

NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT.  Sisterhood; 
of  Mary  and  Martha  have  been  recently  organized  ii 
Stockton,  Lathrop  and  Manteca  churches.  A  district  or 
ganization  is  to  be  effected  in  September.  Five  convert; 

(Continued   on  Page   14) 
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Ylot  IBy  13read  fllone 


A  FEW  WEEKS  AGO,  when  it  was  announced 
that  the  wheat  crop  was  going  to  be  less 
than  a  year  ago,  and  now  with  some  sections  of 
the  country  suffering  from  too  much  rain  and 
others  from  too  Httle,  we  were  made  to  think  of 
the  fine  balance  between  having  enough  to  eat 
and  being  hungry. 

We  Americans  are  pretty  sensitive  about  our 
food  and  eating  habits.  From  the  strict  three 
square  meals  a  day,  to  eating  at  all  hours  of  the 
day  and  night;  from  over-eating  to  the  point  of 
intemperance,  to  a  figity  mincing  of  a  plateful  of 
good  food;  we  have  it  all.  Whether  we  eat  a  lot, 
often,  or  mince  and  pick,  as  a  nation  it  shows  that 
the  matter  of  our  food  possesses  a  large  measure 
of  our  time  and  concern. 

For  many  j^ears,  we  Americans  have  known 
an  abundance  of  food.  So  much  so,  that  we  seem 
to  be  able  to  order  a  full  meal  and  leave  half  of 
it  on  our  plates,  we  seem  to  have  been  able  to 
rear  a  generation  of  youth  who  have  never 
learned  the  discipline  and  character  building  qual- 
ity of  "eat  what's  set  before  you  or  do  without." 
This  has  led  to  an  attitude  of  "there's  plenty, 
why  worry."  But  is  there  plenty?  Two-thirds  of 
the  world's  human  population  going  from  dawn 
to  dark  and  dark  to  dawn,  always  hungry,  ever 
seeking  for  food.  Scientists  tell  us  that  if  we  did 
not  wage  a  constant  warfare  against  bugs,  worms 
and  beetles,  that  in  a  few  short  years,  these  crea- 
tures would  consume  every  bit  of  green  vegeta- 
tion on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Drouth,  floods,  etc.,  cutting  down  on  the  pro- 
duction of  our  farms  and  gardens.  Hardly  no- 
ticed in  a  land  of  plenty,  but  warnings  to  us  of 
what  could  happen.  God  has  certainly  favored 
us  Americans  with  His  bountiful  provisions.  The 
surest  guarantee  that  these  great  blessings  shall 
continue  is  to  show  our  appreciation  in  life,  wor- 


ship and  service.  God  holds  the  lever  which  swings 
the  balance  between  enough  to  eat  and  famine. 

There  is  another  food  problem  facing  us,  too, 
that  even  in  spite  of  the  extreme  emphasis  on 
food  for  the  body,  is  even  yet  far  more  important. 
This  great  food  problem  is  the  food  for  the  soul. 
Here,  though,  the  problem  is  not  so  much  the 
supply  of  food,  as  it  is  the  willingness  of  the  soul 
hungry  people  to  eat  of  it.  Hunger  in  the  midst 
of  plenty.  Many  neglecting  church  attendance; 
many  never  opening  their  Bibles  for  daily  read- 
ing; many  never  praying  except  on  emergency 
order.  This  food  problem  is  the  far  more  serious. 
A  well-fed  body  with  a  starved  soul  is  in  no  fit 
condition  to  meet  the  moral  and  social  tempta- 
tions of  our  day ;  it  is  in  less  condition  to  meet  its 
Maker. 

We  grant  that  much  of  the  "spiritual  food" 
being  shoved  down  the  throats  of  many  Church 
members  today  reeks  with  false  doctrine,  half- 
truths  and  devilish  antics.  On  full  religious  stom- 
achs, many  are  starved  spiritually. 

Thus,  the  spiritual  food  we  need  is  that  fur- 
nished by  Him  who  is  the  Bread  of  Life,  even 
Christ.  Having  received  it,  we  must  eat  thereof. 
Having  eaten,  we  must  break  the  Bread  to  others. 
We  can  know  when  we  are  well-fed  spiritually, 
for  the  soul  is  happy  and  satisfied  in  the  midst 
of  evil  and  sin.  The  soul  is  militated  to  action  on 
the  strength  derived  therefrom,  to  go  to  work 
telling  others  about  the  Christ  who  died  to  save 
them. 

Yes,  dear  friends,  there  is  great  concern  over 
the  world's  food  basket,  and  there  should  be,  for 
food  cannot  be  manufactured — it  must  grow,  un- 
der the  love  and  care  of  the  Creator.  Would  that 
there  would  be  the  same  great  concern  on  the 
part  of  all  who  profess  to  bear  His  Name,  that 
there  should  be  no  "shortage"  of  spiritual  food — 
for  themselves  and  for  others.   W.  S.  B. 
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HE  SUGAR  OR  MAPLE  SYRUP  SEASON  was  al- 
ways a  charming  time.  The  large  camps  on 
various  sections  of  the  larga  farm  were  tapped  and  hun- 
dreds of  buckets  were  hung  on  the  spiles.  These  have  been 
called  in  various  sections  of  the  East  "Keelers,"  but  we 
just  heard  tliem  called  "Sugar  Buckets."  While  we  had 
to  be  in  school  except  Saturdays  and  nights,  every  mo- 
ment possible  would  be  spent  either  on  the  sleds  or  in 
the  "sugar  house"  with  its  gleaming  fires  under  the  evap- 
orating pans,  and  its  room  filled  with  steam  from  the 
open  pans.  To  those  responsible  for  gathering  the  sugar 
water  and  hauling  it  to  the  house,  it  was  little  fun  but 
hard  work  as  well  as  a  wet  job.  The  horses  were  trained 
to  go  and  stop  at  times  but  now  and  then  got  mixed  up 
and  when  a  heavy  bucket  was  elevated  to  the  top  of  the 
hogshead  in  which  the  water  was  being  conveyed  to  the 
house,  they  would  start  up.  The  result  often  was  part  of 
the  sugar  water  going  into  the  hogshead  and  the  rest  down 
the  neck  of  the  unfortunate  worker.  In  the  house  thei'e 
was  a  dish  handy  and  we  had  all  the  maple  syrup  we 
wanted.  Charlie  did  most  of  the  boiling.  He  had  learned 
to  speak  and  read  the  German  while  in  Ashland.  So  we 
boys  always  enjoyed  being  with  him.  We  would  get  him 
to  "talk  Dutch,"  to  us  or  for  us.  He  always  wore  his 
hair  in  a  crew  cut  which  intrigued  us.  He  wore  it  this 
way  all  his  life. 

Charlie  was  always  interesting  and  did  not  mind  our 
pranks  as  much  as  Uncle  Sam.  We  liked  to  hitch  our 
sleds  back  of  his  big  sled  when  he  was  gathering  sugar 
water,  because  he  let  us  do  pretty  much  as  we  pleased. 
The  trees  were  tapped  often  the  second  time  before  the 
season  closed.  One  day  when  in  a  hurry,  Charlie 
tapped  a  Chestnut  tree.  He  was  not  permitted  to  forget 
this.  When  it  rained  it  was  necessary  to  go  around  and 
empty  the  buckets.  So  to  overcome  this,  wooden  lids 
some  14  inches  square  were  sawed  out,  approximately  a 
half  inch  thick.  Liking  to  climb  trees,  and  not  always 
having  limbs  handy,  Earl  and  the  writer  had  an  idea. 
It  was  to  take  some  of  these  lids,  as  many  as  we  needed, 
split  off  sections  some  two  inches  wide  and  make  cleats 
to  nail  to  the  trees  or  tree.  We  did  this.  Then  there  was 
another  problem,  that  of  nails.  This  was  easily  cared  for, 
by  climbing  upon  the  roof  of  the  Spring  House,  and  with 


a  clavvf  hammer  pulling  out  what  wrought  iron  nails  that 
we  needed.  Down  to  the  woods  we  went  and  nailed  cleats 
some  twenty  or  more  feet  up  the  side  of  the  tree.  A 
few  years  ago  the  tx'ee  was  still  standing  with  a  cleat 
or  two  high  up  on  the  tree. The  matter  was  not  altogether 
unalloyed  joy  to  Uncle  Sam.  He  was  very  unhappy  over 
the  matter  because  the  shingles  came  off  the  Spring 
House,  not  to  mention  the  ruining  of  the  sugar  bucket 
lids.  It  was  for  the  same  reason  that  the  shingles  came 
off  the  Bake  Oven.  We  needed  the  nails  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Usually  about  half  through  the  sugar  making  season 
as  they  called  it,  they  washed  up  the  Evaporating  pans. 
It  took  approximately  30  or  32  gallons  of  sugar  water  i 
to  make  a  gallon  of  synap  and  that  meant  much  firing 
under  the  pans.  Thinking  one  day  that  it  would  be  a  good 
idea  to  black  our  faces  from  the  black  on  the  bottoms  of 
the  pans  we  did  so.  Charlie  encouraged  us  to  do  so.  Then 
we  were  sent  home.  There  was  some  more  scouring  done 
then,  which  was  on  our  tops  and  not  on  the  bottoms  of 
the  pans.  Our  yells  did  not  cause  our  mother  to  ease  up 
much  in  the  job  of  making  us  white  again.  The  old 
sugar  house  is  gone,  but  there  are  still  maples  waiting 
for  the  tapping  if  anyone  desires  to  do  so.  Then  the  treat 
of  treats  when  the  syrup  was  boiled  down  and  we  had 
taffy.  Food  for  the  gods. 

In  1898  when  it  was  decided  to  build  the  church  upon 
the  Deffenbaugh  farm,  it  was  unalloyed  joy  for  us  small 
boys.  We  were  side  walk  supervisors,  and  at  times 
"strayed  from  the  walk,"  and  had  to  be  chased  out  of 
the  way. 

One  day  when  the  building  was  being  completed,  and 
the  high  tower  stood  without  a  bell  a  man  drove  by. 
"Whei'e  is  the  bell?"  he  asked.  Hearing  him  the  writer 
hastily  climbed  to  the  tower  and  looking  down  said,  "I 
am  the  bell."  When  Dad  who  was  working  on  the  job 
learned  of  this,  the  substitute  bell  came  down  in  a  hurry. 

The  Church  being  so  near  meant  that  going  to  Sunday 
School  and  Chui'ch  was  not  such  a  long  trip;  as  it  had 
been  before  the  erection  of  the  building.  Sunday  School 
and  Church  were  held  every  other  Sunday  and  at  other 
times   was   held   at   the   Bethel   Church  west   of  Glenford. 
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Maggie  and  Mary  Hoover  were  women  preachers  who 
from  time  to  time  preached  at  both  churches.  Rev.  Quincy 
Leckrone,  also  preached  at  the  Berachah  Church.  As  this 
is  being  written  he  lives  at  Thornville,  Ohio,  and  is  93 
years  of  age.  He  still  preaches,  and  writes  Sunday  School 
Lesson  Comments.  We  boys  were  given  a  penny  to  place 
in  the  Sunday  School  offering,  when  the  penny  was 
available. 

As  far  as  money  was  concerned  in  those  days  times 
were  hard,  but  in  regard  to  many  other  things,  not  too 
bad.  Living  cost  little,  as  most  of  it  was  raised  on  the 
farm.  When  desiring  to  go  to  the  fish-pond,  to  fish  we 
had  to  hunt  for  a  long  time  for  a  tin  can  for  our  bait. 
When  one  was  found  it  was  carefully  treasured  and 
used  over  and  over  again.  Home  canning  was  done  in 
stone  jars.  A  tin  lid  was  held  down  while  melted  rosin 
was  poured  upon  the  edges  of  the  lid,  thus  sealing  it. 
When  on  Sunday  when  there  was  company  it  was  a 
familiar  sight  to  see  mother  chipping  the  rosin  from 
ai'ound  the  side  of  the  lid  and  then  blowing  the  dust 
from  the  top  of  the  jug.  Appetites  wei'e  good  in  those 
days  and  the  average  boy  was  mainly  appetite  sur- 
rounded by  a  skin. 

Saturdays  were  always  looked  forward  to  as  we  went 
up  on  the  hill  where,  with  Aunt  Mary  or  Minnie  as 
teachers,  we  studied  the  Sunday  School  Lesson.  They  were 
good  teachers.  Minnie  also  was  the  one  who  tied  aprons 
around  our  necks  and  cut  our  hair  from  time  to  time. 
Of  course  we  never  knew  when  it  was  needed  and  had 
to  be  told.  We  were  concerned  not  at  all  about  it.  We 
could  not  afford  to  go  to  the  Barber  Shop,  as  hair  cuts 
cost  fi"om'  10  to  15  cents. 

Virgil  Ankrum,  was  born  in  the  frame  house,  Ivan  and 
Ferol  were  born  in  the  Brick.  Ferol  is  now  Mrs.  Carl 
Fisher  of  near  Gratiot.  Ivan  lives  on  the  home  place  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  south  of  Gratiot.  Virgil  lives  in  Zanes- 
ville.    Earl  Ankrum    lives    in    Gratiot,    Ohio. 

There  were  many  tasks  which  interfered  with  our  play. 
They  were  attuned  to  our  childish  abilities  but  they  in- 
terfered with  our  play  and  were  not  welcomed.  Picking 
blackberries  on  a  hot  summer  day  was  not  a  pleasure. 
There  was  the  churning  down  in  the  cool  spring  house 
with  the  old  dasher  churn.  We  watched  with  interest  to 
see  the  butter  fragments  cling  to  the  handle  indicating 
that  "the  butter  had  come."  One  day  we  had  an  idea. 
There  was  a  butter  crock  nearby.  So  what  was  to  pre- 
vent taking  some  chunks  and  placing  them  around  the 
dasher  handle  and  on  the  lid.  This  was  done  and  then 
with  a  yell,  "Ma,  the  butters  come,"  we  hiked  out  for 
parts  unknown.  (By  the  way,  this  idea  was  only  good  for 
one  time.) 

We  had  been  told  that  frog  legs  were  good.  So  one  day 
we  caught  one  and  prepared  it  for  cooking.  A  tin  cup 
was  secured  and  there  was  a  handy  fire  in  the  old  Dry 
House  nearby.  So  the  frog  was  "cooked."  It  could  have 
been  we  thought,  for  it  had  been  subject  to  the  heat  for 
ten  minutes  or  more.  Well,  we  ate  it. 

Never  tiring  of  stories.  Aunt  Mary  was  bothered  or 
any  one  else  who  would  give  them  to  us.  Grand  mother 
Ankrum  spent  much  time  with  us.  She  was  also  a  good 
story  teller.  One  of  the  pictures  on  memory's  list  is  that 
of  sitting  by  the  grate  fire  in  the  living  room  of  the 
brick   house.    There    on  the    mantle    stood    the     kerosene 
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lamp.  The  flickering  flames  from  the  grate  painted 
various  pictures  on  the  walls  of  the  room.  Mother  would 
reach  up  to  the  corner  of  the  mantle  and  take  down 
her  Vv'ell  worn  New  Testament  and  read  to  us  from  it. 
One  of  the  words  remembered  was  in  the  reading  of  the 
letters  of  Paul.  The  word  "Gentiles"  seemed  to  stand  out 
by  itself.  Sleepy  eyes  half  closed  listened  and  then  were 
shooed  up  stairs  to  bed.  After  a  night's  sleep  was  there 
not  another  day  of  adventure  ?  Life  then  had  few  wor- 
ries that  lasted  any  length  of  time.  There  was  a  fire- 
place in  the  basement  of  the  brick  house.  On  long  and 
cold  winter  evenings  a  fire  would  be  built  down  there. 
Chestnuts  would  be  roasted  and  apples  baked  in  the  ashes. 
It  was  in  this  basement  that  intensive  search  was  made 
following  the  death  of  "Aunt  Betsy,"  for  money  supposed 
to  have  been  hidden  some  where  around  the  place.  There 
are  those  who  contend  that  there  is  still  somewhere 
around  the  place  buried  funds. 

If  money  had  been  a  requisite  for  happiness,  there 
would  have  been  very  little  on  the  old  farm.  The  largest 
amount  of  money  that  Dad  ever  had  at  one  time  dur- 
ing the  eight  years  there  was  $90.00.  This  was  come  by 
in  selling  one  of  his  horses.  A  suit  of  store  bought  clothes 
was  a  rarity.  We  were  mostly  clothed  in  made-over  clothes 
from  stocks  given  us  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Forquer  and  Mrs.  J. 
D.  Findley.  Mother,  a  good  seamstress  made  little  suits 
for  us. 

A  man  came  through  the  country  demonstrating  a  new 
invention.  Various  folk  gathered  at  the  Deffenbaugh 
house  on  the  hill  one  night  and  there  was  a  very  inter- 
esting machine  said  to  "talk."  There  was  a  long  rubber 
tube  extending  from  the  machine  which  branched  off  in 
the  form  of  a  "Y,"  with  a  tube  for  each  ear.  Sure  enough 
there  were  voices.  This  was  of  course  the  beginning  of 
the  Phonograph.  One  time  a  Movie  was  to  be  shown  in 
the  Roberts  School  at  night.  This  was  very  unusual.  So 
Earl,  and  Uncle  and  myself  walked  the  two  and  a  half 
miles  to  the  school  to  see  the  hand  cranked  machine.  It 
made  conversation  for  many  days. 

One  of  our  great  pleasures  was  in  fighting  Bumble 
bees.   We  knew  of  every    nest,    and    when    visiting    boy 
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friends  came  we  took  them  to  fight  with  us.  Paddles  were 
made  from  shingles  and  the  bees  stirred  up.  We  tried  to 
swat  them  first  but  did  not  always  succeed.  Some  times 
they  swatted  first.  We  knew  that  some  one  would  be 
stung  but  naturally  presumed  it  would  be  the  other  fel- 
low. We  knew  where  the  Hornet  nests  were  but  gave 
them  a  wide  berth. 

There  were  two  orphaned  lambs.  Uncle  Sam  gave  them 
to  us.  They  were  our  pride  and  joy.  One  we  named  Fan-- 
ny   and   the   other   Billy.   We   were   not  long  in  teaching 


Billy  to  butt.  Uncle  Sam,  who  weighed  somewhere 
around  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  and  was  raw 
boned,  was  not  informed  of  Billy's  ability  to  use  his  head. 
So  one  day  Uncle  Sam  dropped  down  on  all  fours,  and, 
shaking  his  head,  said,  "Baa."  Billy  took  a  look  and  there 
was  a  meeting  of  heads.  Uncle  Sam  arose  with  the  tears 
rolling  down  his  face,  and  rubbing  his  head,  gave  vent 
to  his  favorite  expression  of  "Ouch!  Mighty  ouch." 

(End  of  part  two.  Part  three  and  conclusion  in  Septem- 
ber 8th  issue.) 


annnnannnnaannnnaDnannaanannauannnaDnDaannDnnnnnnnnnnnnnnaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnannnn 
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approved  and  Blessed  of  God 

Psalm  1:1,2 

7yir5.  Edna  T^icholas 


THAT  MAN  MAY  BE  BLESSED  of  God,  he 
must  keep  God's  law.  He  requires  of  us  a 
thankful  heart  and  a  reception  of  His  benefits — 
He  desires  that  we  be  faithful  followers  of  His 
will. 

The  blessed  man  in  this  Psalm  is  instructed 
in  the  negative — '"Thou  shalt  not."  A  com.mand 
put  in  this  form  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  is  un- 
compromising. Naturally  man  is  affirmative, 
practical,  energetic,  therefore,  he  reasons,  who  is 
not  against  me  is  for  me.  It  is  one  of  the  great 
laws  of  activity  and  when  we  refuse  to  do  evil  we 
must  be  doing  good:  if  we  refuse  the  council  of 
the  ungodly,  we  must  be  actively  engaged  of  God. 

Man  is  instructed  as  to  the  way  in  which  to  di- 
rect his  life.  "His  delight  is  in  the  law  of  God." 
He  never  destroys  our  powers,  He  does  not 
quench  out  aspirations,  but  He  does  lay  His  hand 
on  the  strength  we  are  misusing.  You  must  use 
in  another  way  and  for  another  purpose. 

"Blessed  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the 
counsel  of  the  ungodly."  So  long  as  a  man  is  mov- 
ing (walking)  he  has  no  fixed  place  or  purpose 
— He  is  looking — he  is  open  and  ready  to  receive 
any  truth  that  might  be  presented  him.  He  is 
open  for  conviction  and  may  be  led  to  accept  the 
truth  and  acknowledge  the  need  of  a  better  life 
— a  Saviour. 

"Nor  standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners."  The  man 
who  is  standing  in  the  path  of  sin  is  hard  to  move 
because  he  is  more  firmly  set  in  his  position  and 


purpose — he  is  hard  to  convict  of  truth,  yet  his 
position  is  not  so  firm  that  he  is  lost  to  convic- 
tion. 

"Nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful."  This, 
man  is  decided — he  has  gone  step  by  step  till  hei 
has  sat  down,  thus  closing  practically  all  avenues 
by  which  his  soul  may  be  reached,  and  is  not 
likely  to  be  brought  into  the  saving  grace  of  our 
Saviour.  God  blesses  the  man  who  does  not  walk, ; 
nor  stand,  nor  sit  in  the  path  of  sin;  such  a  mani 
is  doing  good.  j 

There  is  nothing  abiding  in  the  ungodly — noj 
abiding  worth.  The  man  who  abides  in  God  is  se- 
cure, while  he  who  puts  himself  outside  the  re- 
straints of  divine  law  by  walking,  standing,  sit-- 
ting  in  the  way  of  sinners  forfeits  its  protection  i 
and  all  its  blessings.  ' 

He  leads  us  into  light — gives  us  life  and  peace. 
Delight  in  the  law  comes  from  the  great  flood  of 
light  coming  into  the  soul  who  is  actively  engaged ' 
in  the  Master's  service. 

As  God  unfolds  His  wonderful  plan  of  salvation 
and  His  own  glorified  Self  to  us,  our  joys  and  de- 
lights increase  until  we  are  led  to  meditate  in  His 
law  both  day  and  night.  i 

Elkhart,  Indiana. 
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I  AM  PROUD— 

— pardonably  so,  I  hope — of  the  progress  that  has  been 
made  by  the  Brethren  Church  in  missions — both  home  and 
foreign — during  this  past  year.  Perhaps  the  year  has 
passed  so  rapidly  that  you  have  forgotten  some  of  the 
events;  if  so,  a  bit  of  retrospection  may  be  profitable. 

Remember  that  we  sent  $30,000  for  the  purchase  and 
remodeling  of  a  headquarters  building  and  for  a  home  for 
the  Bylers  in  Buenos  Aires;  that  we  purchased  a  Ham- 
mond electric  organ  for  the  radio  evangelism  broadcasts 
as  well  as  for  the  worship  services  in  the  church  there. 

Remember  that  new  missionaries  (the  Shanks)  went  to 
Nigeria  last  October;  they  are  now  located  at  Waka,  do- 
ing a  splendid  work.  Funds  have  been  sent  to  Nigeria  also 
to  begin  the  construction  of  the  Mbororo  Station. 

Remember  that  Dorman  Ronk  began  erecting  a  par- 
sonage for  the  Drushals  at  Lost  Creek,  and  it  is  now 
about  completed.  He  resumed  construction  of  the  Class- 
room building  too.  More  than  $25,000  was  spent  in  these 
two  structures  and  in  addition  $4,300  on  general  main- 
tenance. 

Remember  that  the  Sarasota  Church— now  an  organized 
body — has  grown  in  numbers  and  enthusiasm  to  the  place 
where  they  are  purchasing  a  parsonage  for  their  new 
pastor,  who  will  arrive  on  the  field  in  September.  They 
also  have  accumulated  a  sizeable  building  fund  and,  with 
the  Missionary  Board's  help,  hope  to  begin  construction 
on  the  church  edifice  soon.  The  Ten  Dollar  Club  has  netted 
more  than  $7,000  for  this  purpose. 

Remember  the  fine  work  being  done  in  all  of  our  home 
mission  churches  and  at  Krypton,  where  Margaret  Low- 
ery  is  always  doing  the  work  of  at  least  three  people. 
Commendable  progress  has  been  made  in  many  such  areas. 

Remember  that  we  have  a  number  of  fine  missionary 
candidates  preparing  for  foreign  service.  The  Rowseys 
(John,  Regina  and  Susan)  hope  to  leave  for  Argentina 
early  next  spring.  The  Krafts  (Chuck,  Meg,  Chuckle  and 
Cherie)  are  planning  to  accompany  the  Bischofs  as  they 
return  to  Nigeria,  or  shortly  thereafter.  Oh,  yes,  and  there 
lis  even  a  new  little  Bischof  (Barbara)  to  go  along. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  fine  achievements  of  our 
(church  in  the  past  year,  but  they  are  praiseworthy  ones. 
|0f  course,  we  are  aware  that  we  must  not  rest  on  our 
past  laurels;  we  must  constantly  seek  greater  and  greater 
ones,  but  we  can  rejoice  in  what  has  been  accomplished. 

In  a  more  personal  vein — I  am  proud  to  work  for  and 
to  be  associated  with  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church.  (I  have  become  rich*  in  their  employ.)  They 
are  the  most  undei'standing  and  cooperative  people  one 
could  hope  to  find — and  incidentally,  they  absolutely  lean 
over  backwards,  trying  to  do  what  is  right  and  what 
Brethren  people  expect  of  them,  with  kindness,  patience 
and  tact  (and  that's  no  small  task). 

..I  am  proud  of  the  great  blessing  I  received  in  working 
jwith  Reverend  Willis  Ronk,  who  was  such  a  faithful  and 


wise  president.  I  learned  many  wonderful  truths  from 
him  and  profited  immeasurably  from  our  association  to- 
gether. 

I  am  proud  to  work  for  our  general  secretary,  who  has 
proved  himself  the  essence  of  patience  and  understand- 
ing, making  our  relationship  the  very  pleasantest.  He  is 
doing  a  most  excellent  job  for  the  Brethren  Church,  and 
I  trust  we  appreciate  his  fine  efforts. 

Naturally,  I  shall  be  looking  forward  to  even  greater 
things  in  our  church  next  year — and  I  shall  be  disap- 
pointed if  we  do  not  accomplish  still  more.  But,  for  the 
past  year,  as  I  look  back,  I  am  proud — Are  you? — I.  L. 

*This  is  the  kind  of  riches  one  accumulates  by  doing 
satisfying  work  rather  than  that  which  is  not  so  satisfy- 
ing, but  foi-  a  much  lai-ger  salary. 

CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP 

(By  Dr.  Clarence  C.  Stoughton,  President  of 
Wittenberg  College 

TT  IS  CHRIST  that  matters  in  Stewardship. 

The  only  stewardship  that  is  worthy  of  the  serious  at- 
tention of  the  Church  is  Christian  stewardship.  Its  heart 
is  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  believing  in  Him,  obeying  Him.  It 
is  surrendering  my  life  to  Him,  because  I  know  Him  and 
trust  Him  and  am  everlastingly  thankful  to  Him.  It  is 
living  my  faith  in  everything  I  do.  It  is  serving  Him  with 
my  whole  life. 

Such  giving  of  myself — including  my  time,  my  talents, 
my  prayers,  my  money — will  be  as  natural  as  the  shin- 
ing of  the  sun  or  the  fi^uiting  of  a  good  tree.  No  one 
need  compel  it.  Because  I  know  that  He  is  my  Lord,  who 
redeemed  me  with  His  death  on  the  cross,  I  cannot  help 
being  His,  living  under  Him  in  His  Kingdom  and  serving 
Him  in  everlasting  righteousness  and  blessedness.  No 
compulsion,  other  than  my  gratitude.  I  stand  before  Him. 
His  eyes  search  me  out.  Fin/ally  my  very  soul  must  cry 
out,  "My  Lord  and  my  God."  Then  come  His  answering 
words : 

"I  am  the  vine.  Ye  are  the  branches.  Herein  is  my 
Father  glorified,  that  you  bear  much  fruit.  So  shall  you 
be  my  disciples."  It  is  Christ  that  matters  in  steward- 
ship. 

— -from  Doing  God's  Work,  A  Manual  on  Christian 
Stewardship. 
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FOLLOWING  is  a  recapitulation  of  contributions  made 
to  July  25  by  the  churches  of  the  Brotherhood  to  the 
Ashland  College  Building  Fund.  This  summary  is  being 
made  in  reply  to  a  number  of  inquiries  regarding  the 
status  of  both  individual  and  church  contributions. 

You  will  note  that  we  are  still  almost  $43,000  short  of 
our  $150,000  goal  for  the  church.  Many  churches  still 
have    outstanding    pledges    or   promises   to   lift  additional 


offerings  which  will  reduce  this  deficit  somewhat,  but 
not  sufficiently  to  completely  erase  it.  Therefore,  your 
prayerful  consideration  of  this  report  both  by  yourself 
and  your  church  is  earnestly  solicited. 

If,  after  reviewing  this,  you  should  have  any  questions, 
address  them  to  Brother  E.  P.  Lersch,  Director  of  Public 
Relations,  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio.  ) 


BUILDING  FUND 

REPORT 

Church 

Membership 

Gi 

June  25, 

19. 

56 

Calvary 

33 

CASH  RECEIPTS 

Cameron 

77 

4 

BRETHREN 

CHURCH 

Conemaugh 

2 

Highland 

68 

1 

*     * 

* 

Johnstown  I 

122 

8 

SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT: 

Johnstown   II 

135 

2 

Church 

Membershi 

P 

Gifts 

Total 

Johnstown  III 

355 

73 

Bethlehem 

81 

4 

$        32.00 

Masontown 

178 

10 

Cumberland 

145 

Meyersdale 

151 

18 

Gatewood 

90 

1 

20.00 

Mt.  Olivet 

44 

4 

Haddix 

25 

1 

100.00 

Mt.    Pleasant 

37 

Hagerstown 

477 

23 

5,754.72 

Pittsburgh 

106 

10 

Liberty 

42 

Quiet    Dell 

32 

Linwood 

163 

6 

140.00 

Raystown 

18 

Lost  Creek 

120 

Sergeantsville 

38 

Mathias 

151 

Summit  Mills 

20 

1 

Maurertown 

255 

4 

251.00 

Valley 

62 

14 

Mt.    Olive 

376 

4 

100.00 

Vandergrift 

80 

1 

Oak   Hill 

128 

3 

220.00 

Vinco 

311 

5 

Rowdy 

13 

Wayne  Heights 

80 

1 

St.   James 

280 

7 

625.00 

White  Dale 

34 

1 

St.    Luke 

71 

Washington 

132 

2 

150.00 

Pa.  Sisterhood 

2522 

169 
1 

2549 

55 

$  7,392.72 

Pa.  W.  M.   S. 

1 

CENTRAL  DISTRICT: 

Church  Membership 

Cerro  Gordo  83 

Lanark  258 

Milledgeville  245 

Udell  47 

Waterloo  256 


Central  W.  M.   S. 


PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT: 
Church  Membership 

Berlin  411 

Brush  Valley  130 


Gifts 

36 
37 
11 
93 

177 
1 

178 


Gifts 

14 


Total 

$ 

6,370.00 

3,047.21 

520.00 

7,371.00 

$17,308.21 
200.00 

$17,508.21 


Total 

$  4,795.00 


INDIANA  DISTRICT: 


Church 

Akron 

Ardmore 

Brighton 

Bui-lington 

Center  Chapel 

College  Corner 

Corinth 

County  Line 

Denver 

Dutchtown 

Elkhart 

Flora 

Goshen 

Huntington 


Mem 


171 


bership 

Gifts 

125 

2 

238 

3 

76 

2 

169 

6 

102 

116 

2 

113 

4 

119 

1 

145 

61 

1 

976 

21 

222 

5 

895 

55 

118 

15 

lOO.Ot 
280.0'! 
150.0'l 


30.0'! 

2,329.6 

612.7  i 

4,760.5  ! 

1,277.4  j 
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Church 

Membership 

Gifts 

Loree 

332 

6 

Matteson 

17 

Mexico 

85 

4 

Milford 

173 

3 

Muncie 

248 

10 

Nappanee 

569 

31 

New  Paris 

88 

5 

North    Liberty 

99 

3 

N.  Manchester 

367 

19 

Oakville 

262 

2 

Peru 

163 

7 

Roann 

262 

Roanoke 

99 

3 

South  Bend 

672 

12 

Teegarden 

131 

Tiosa 

96 

9 

Warsaw 

329 

31 

7,467 


Indiana  W.  M.  S. 


262 
1 

263 


OHIO  DISTRICT: 

Church 

Membership 

Gi 

Akron 

177 

Ashland 

422 

140 

Bryan 

375 

14 

Canton 

166 

19 

Dayton 

450 

60 

Pair  Haven 

72 

4 

Fairview 

15 

5 

Fremont 

52 

Glenford 

38 

Gratis 

185 

4 

Gretna 

56 

4 

Louisville 

287 

26 

Mansfield 

150 

Total 

1,192.00 

720.00 

266.87 

1,741.32 

2,961.00 

1,526.23 

238.00 

937.00 

50.00 

371.00 

40.00 
1,102.50 

352.00 
1,537.45 

$24,391.91 
802.77 

$25,194.68 


Total 

10,445.66 

898.50 

1,839.70 

9,591.25 

260.00 

52.00 


803.65 
1,325.25 
3,461.50 


Cafeteria  Serving  Counter 

New   Jacobs   Hall 

Ashland  College 


Church 

Mt.  Zion 
Newark 
New  Lebanon 
N.  Georgetown 
Pleasant  Hill 
Smithville 
W.  Alexandria 
Williamstown 


Membership 

25 

25 
685 

80 
269 
254 
136 
110 


4,031 


CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT: 
Church  Membership 

Lathrop  122 

Manteca 

Stockton 


Tucson   (No  Dist.) 


MID-WEST  DISTRICT: 
Church  Membership 


Carleton 
Cheyenne 
Falls  City 
Fort  Scott 
McLouth 
Morrill 
Portis 
Mulvane 


93 
90 
123 
85 
20 
48 

104 


Church 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Central 

Pennsylvania 

Southeast 

Mid-west 

California 

Tucson 


Gifts 

2 
19 
10 

6 
29 

3 

345 


Gifts 


Gifts 


19 


18.577 


1,045 


Total 

80.00 

2,324.64 

520.00 

525.00 

8,793.50 

175.00 


$41,095.65 


Total 


217 

1 

50.00 

81 

3 

4 

36.00 

420 

$ 

86.00 

136 

2 

$ 

25.00 

*     *     * 

Total 


619.50 


95.00 
60.00 
11.00 


563 

27 

$      785.50 

*     *     * 

Membership 

Gifts 

Total 

4,031 

345 

$41,095.65 

7,467 

263 

25,194.68 

889 

178 

17,508.21 

2,522 

171 

11,419.80 

2,549 

55 

7,392.72 

563 

27 

•     785.50 

420 

4 

86.00 

136 

2 

25.00 

$103,507.56 


National  W.  M.  S 1,500.00 

National    Laymen    1,000.00 

Dedication  Off.,  etc 1,729.33 


$107,736.89 
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NATIONAL  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  ASSOCIATION 

presents 
l!EV.  CLATE  A.  RISLEY 
as  Conference  speaker  and  Workshop  leader 

THE  NATIONAL  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  Association  hat 
announced  that  the  speaker  for  their  General  Confer 
ence  Session,  Wednesday  evening,  August  15th,  at  7:25} 
is  Rev.  Clate  A.  Risley,  of  Chicago.  Rev.  Risley,  who  will 
also  conduct  the  Wednesday  and  Thursday  morning  awj 
afternoon  Sunday  School  workshops  during  Genera ; 
Conference,  is  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Nationa 
Sunday    School    Association,    Chicago,   Illinois.  j 

For  nine  years  Mr.  Risley  was  the  energetic  pastor  o;| 
Hillyard  Baptist  Church  of  Spokane.  As  a  result  of  hii;' 
labors  the  Sunday  School  grew  from  one  of  the  smallest 
in  the  region  to  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Pacific  North 
west.  His  church  and  Sunday  School  was  winner  of  sec 
ond  prize  in  the  "A"  division  of  Christian  Life's  nation 
wide  attendance  contest  in  1949.  The  church  Mr.  Risley) 
served   is  now  completing  a    new    $175,000    Educationaj 
Building  to  house  its  growing  Sunday  School.  ' 

While  in  Spokane  Mr.  Risley  was  president  of  the  In'; 
land  Empire  Association  of  Evangelicals  for  two  term;  I 
and  chairman  of  the  Sunday  School  conventions  commit] 
tee  two  different  years.  Under  his  leadership  the  Spokamj 
School  of  the  Bible,  an  evening  school  for  training  Chris ij 
tian  leaders,  and  the  Northwest  Christian  High  Schoolii 
had  their  beginning.  Mr.  Risley  served  as  an  instructoi 
in  each  of  these  schools.  He  also  organized  the  Sunday! 
^'■'^>^^0^^/'^-^^-'4      School   Superintendent's   Fellowship.  \ 

Regarding  Sunday  School  Mr.  Risley  says,  "It  is  thd 
business  of  the  Sunday  School  to  help  people  get  in  toucli 
with  God  and  to  grow  into  happy  useful  Christian  perl 
sonalities.  It  then  becomes  the  business  of  a  national  or| 
ganization  interested  in  Sunday  Schools  to  so  aid  thii 
leaders  that  they  in  turn  can  bring  people  to  know  Go( 
and  to  train  them  to  serve  Him."  ( 


News   From   Our 
Churches 


A  YEAR  AT  NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA 

It  has  been  a  little  over  a  year  since  the  writer  left 
Ashland  to  assume  the  pastorate  of  the  North  Manches- 
ter Brethren  Church,  and  it  has  been  a  year  filled  with 
activity,  challenge,  and  rewards.  During  the  year  we  have 
seen  a  number  of  encouraging  accomplishments  in  the 
work  here — thanks  to  the  leading  and  the  working  of  the 
Holy  Spirit;  and  we  are  trusting  that  these  accomplish- 
ments might  lead  to  further  growth  and  fruitfulness  in 
this  corner  of  His  vineyard. 

Believing  that  the  church  should  be  the  very  center  of 
a  congregation's  life,  rather  than  "just  another  organiza- 


tion," we  have  been  attempting  to  present  a  church  pro 
gram  that  will  keep  everybody  busy  in  the  work  of  th; 
Master.  Besides  the  regular  Sunday  School  and  Momini 
Worship  Service  our  program  has  included  regular  eve 
ning  services,  a  Mid-Week  Prayer  and  Bible  Study  toui 
a  Children's  Bible  Hour,  monthly  Fellowship  Hours  fol 
lowing  the  evening  service,  pulpit  exchange  services  wit 
some  of  the  surrounding  Brethren  pastors,  lay  visitatioi 
campaigns,  and  several  other  activities.  The  attendance 
at  the  various  services  during  the  yast  year  have  bee' 
very  encouraging.  From  June  1st  to  May  31st  the  aven 
age  Sunday  School  attendance  was  224 — an  increase  of  1 
over  the  highest  average  in  the  past  ten  years.  Anothe- 
encouraging  fact  concerning  the  Sunday  School  attendanc 
is  that  this  average  is  based  upon  a  fairly  steady  weekl« 
attendance.  In  1953-54,  for  instance,  there  were  twenty-om 
Sundays  when  the  attendance  was  below  two  hundrec* 
in  1954-55  there  were  sixteen  Sundays  when  the  atter* 
dance  fell  below  this  figure,  while  in  1955-56  there  wer 
eight  Sundays  when  the  attendance  was  below  two  hur 
dred,  and  two  of  these  were   199.  The  average  mornin 
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orship  attendance  for  this  year  was  173;  Evening  ser- 
ces  averaged   78;  and   Mid-Week  services  averaged   34. 

Youtli  work  has  also  been  one  of  our  emphases  this 
;ar.  Junior  sermons;  two  Brethren  Youth  Crusader  or- 
mizations;  youth  work  meetings;  socials  for  the  children 
id  young  people;  youth  participation  in  the  regular 
orship  services  of  the  church;  the  Children's  Bible 
:our;  twenty-five  young  people  attending  Camp  Shipshe- 
ana,  are  some  of  the  opportunities  which  the  young  peo- 
le  have  had  of  becoming  a  real  part  of  the  church.  We 
:>pe  to  organize   a   Boys'   Brotherhood   this  Fall. 

Two  other  areas  which  we  have  emphasized  during  this 
^ar  are  stewardship  and  denominational  interests  and 
nphasis.  We  have  been  very  much  encouraged  by  the 
isponse  of  the  people  to  both  of  these  presentations. 

As  might  be  expected,  all  of  these  accomplishments 
ave  been  crowned  by  the  most  encouraging  and  most 
aportant  growth  of  all — the  apparent  growth  in  the  spir- 
ual  lives  of  many  of  the  Brethren.  When  people  begin 
linking  seriously  in  terms  of  "being  born  again,"  or  of 
giving  their  lives  to  Christ,"  rather  than  in  terms  of 
joining  the  church";  and  when  men  and  women  recog- 
ize  their  responsibility  for  the  unsaved  and  go  out  and 
leak  to  them  concerning  Jesua  Christ;  and  when  folks 
ttend  prayer  meetings  and  speak  some  of  the  prayers 
hich  we  have  heard  in  recent  months;  and  when  folks 
;11  us  that  they  never  knew  before  that  being  a  Chris- 
an  could  make  such  a  difference  in  their  lives —  when 
lese  things  begin  to  take  place  in  a  church,  as  they 
ave  in  North  Manchester  in  recent  months — then  there 
I  no  limit  as  to  what  the  Lord  can  accomplish  in  a  com- 
tunity,  through  His  church. 

Plans  are  now  under  way  for  a  large  educational  an- 
ext  to  our  present  church  plant.  By  the  time  this  report 
I  read  we  hope  to  have  the  excavating  started  and  pos- 
bly  finished.  With  the  completion  of  this  much-needed 
uilding  we  will  be  in  a  position  to  begin  a  more  depart- 
lentalized  Sunday  School,  and  will  be  in  a  position  to 
ccommodate  many  more  children  than  we  can  now  effec- 
vely  work  with. 

Brethren,  we  thank  the  Lord  for  His  guidance  and  lead- 
fship  in  this  work.  We  thank  every  one  of  you  who  have 
jmembered  us  in  prayer — and  we  ask  your  continued 
rayers  in  behalf  of  this  challenging  and  promising  field 
'hich  is  "white  unto  the  harvest." 

Henry  Bates,  Pastor. 

H       H       ffl 

BRUSH  VALLEY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

The  Brush  Valley  Brethren  Church  was  the  scene  of 
luch  activity  from  June  11  to  June  24.  The  Daily  Vaca- 
lon  Bible  School  opened  Monday  morning,  June  11,  with 
5  persons  in  attendance.  The  theme  of  our  school  this 
ear  was  "Our  Living  Bible."  We  learned  sevei'al  new 
horuses  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  making  of  plaques, 
ird  houses,  baskets  and  covering  Bibles.  A  planned  birth- 
ay  party  and  picnic  were  part  of  our  program.  The  Of- 
ering  of  $14.50  which  was  lifted  the  first  week  went  to 
he  mission  work  in  Nigeria,  Africa.  The  offering  of  the 
econd  week,  amounting  to  $19.56,  was  given  to  our  new 


Parsonage  Fund.  Commencement  was  held  Friday  evening, 
June  22. 

Eevival  services  also  started  on  June  11,  with  Rev. 
Clarence  Fairbanks  as  our  Evangelist.  We  also  enlisted 
his  aid  as  a  teacher  in  the  Bible  School.  These  were  two 
weeks  of  wonderful  fellowship  and  spiritual  blessings  for 
all.  Three  persons  came  forward  for  their  first  time  con- 
fession of  Jesus  Christ,  and  ten  persons  rededicated  their 
lives  to  Christ.  The  meetings  closed  on  Sunday  evening 
June  24. 

Camp  Juniata  opened  on  June  24  with  eleven  of  our 
young  people  attending.  The  past  month  has  been  a  time 
of  spiritual  refreshment  for  many  here  at  the  Brush  Val- 
ley Brethren  Church.  God  has  blessed  in  many  ways. 

At  the  present,  there  is  nearly  $7,000.00  in  pledges,  and 
nearly  1/10  in  actual  cash,  for  the  new  Parsonage  Fund. 

We  at  Adrian,  Penna.,  wish  that  the  whole  brotherhood 
would  remember  the  work  here  in  your  prayers,  that  God 
may   bless   and  help   us   to   progress. 

David  L.  Rambsel,  Pastor. 


COOPERATIVE    BRETHREN    CHURCH    OF 
TERRA   ALTA 

Revival  services  were  held  in  September  with  Rev.  Ed- 
win Boardman  of  Ashland  College  as  the  evangelist. 

In  the  September  council  meeting  two  new  deacons 
were  elected  and  licensed:  Arnold  Whitehair  and  Dale 
Slaubaugh. 

Our  church  took  part  in  the  World  Day  of  Prayer 
which  was  held  at  the  E.  U.  B.  Church. 

At  our  Council  meeting  Sister  Galen  Fike  showed  the 
picture  "Plainview's  Awakening." 

After  the  death  of  our  pastor.  Elder  Emra  Fike,  ser- 
vices were  held  by  guest  speakers  each  Sunday  for  sev- 
eral weeks. 

Rev.  Duane  Sholly  of  Ashland  College  Seminary  is 
serving  as   pastor  during  the   summer  months. 

Rev.  Sholly  will  hold  a  week's  revival  service  the  first 
of  August. 

Mrs.  Arnold  Whitehair. 


MANTECA,  CALIFORNIA 

Since  our  last  quarterly  report  to  The  Evangelist  a 
Junior  Sisterhood  of  Mary  and  Martha,  and  a  Junior 
Boys'  Brotherhood  have  been  organized  in  the  Manteca 
Church.  Each  has  an  average  attendance  of  twelve.  A 
new  redwood  fence  enhances  the  parsonage  property.  The 
parson  has  been  learning  the  irrigation  technique  for 
his  small  garden. 

In  the  month  of  July,  12  were  baptized,  confirmed  and 
received  into  the  membership  of  the  church.  Two  of  our 
young  people,  Miss  Karen  Larsen  and  Robert  Parr,  are 
members  of  an  instrumental  quartet  in  Youth  for  Christ 
called  "The  Keynotes."  They  won  first  place  in  a  musical 
contest  at  Winona  Lake,  Indiana,  in  the  Youth  for  Christ 
national  and  international  contest  which  was  held  in  July. 
Manteca's  first  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  in 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 
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TPrayer  ffhtdmq 
Studies 

IBy  G.  7.  §ilmer 


PRAY  ON 

Pray  on,  earth's  evils  will  not  cease 

Till   they  are  conquered   by  God's  own. 

Pray  on,  until  He  shall  release 

Victorious   power   from   His   throne. 

Pray  on,  without  Him  we  are  weak. 

We  are  the  channels  for  His  power, 

We    kneel   His    gracious     strength     to     seek, 

We   rise  renewed  from  hour  to  hour. 

—Sadie  Mathers  Miller. 

WITHIN  WHAT  IS  RIGHT,  nothing  is  too  great  to 
obtain  by  prayer  (John  16:24).  This  accounts  for 
the  long  day  of  Joshua  (Josh.  10:13),  and  the  shadow 
on  the  suni  dial  going  backward  ten  degrees  at  Hezekiah's 
request  (Isaiah  38:8).  Bible  examples  show  no  limit  to 
the  power  of  God  released  by  the  prayer  of  faith.  Thus 
in  one  stroke  the  angel  of  the  Lord  removed  the  men- 
acing Assyrian  host  from  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  (Isaiah 
37:36).  Thus  the  heaven  gave  drought  and  then  rain  ac- 
cording as  Elijah  prayed  (1  Kings  17:1;  18:42-45;  James 
5:17,  18). 

In  The  Acts  it  is  recorded  that  the  saints  prayed,  and 
iron  doors  unlocked,  opened,  and  closed  spontaneously 
that  Peter  might  be  freed  (Acts  12:1-10).  Peter  prayed 
and  the  dead  came  to  life  (Acts  9:36-43).  When  the  early 
Christians  prayed  for  signs  and  wonders,  which  are  mir- 
acles, God  answered  them  specifically  (Acts  4:23-33; 
5:1-20). 

The  reason  given  for  unanswered  prayer  in  the  instance 
mentioned  in  Matthew  17:19-21  is  "your  unbelief."  Ear- 
nest, continual,  unceasing  prayer  has  limitless  power 
(Matt.  17:20).  Miraculous  answers  to  prayer  are  prom- 
ised to  all  who  are  praying  within  the  will  of  God  (Mark 
11:22-24).  If  John  3:16  holds  for  this  age,  Mark  11:23, 
24  also  obtains  for  this  age.  Signs  shall  follow,  not  all 
who  are  saved,  but  those  who  have  faith  for  the  prom- 
ised signs  (Mark  11:22-24;  16:17,  18;  Matt.  17:20).  Most 
unusual  signs  appeared  only  when  faith  was  given  for 
such  signs,  which  were  the  credentials  of  a  few  where 
evidence  was  needed  that  they  had  the  stamp  of  God's 
approval.  The  Bible  with  its  approval  or  disapproval 
of"  men  was  not  in  common  knowledge  in  the  earlier 
day. 

Yet  we  are  encouraged  to  ask  for  the  seemingly  im- 
possible in  this  our  day  (John  14:13,  14).  We  are  to 
ask  in  His  name  (John  16:23,  24)  that  we  may  receive, 
and  that  our  joy  may  be  full.  Let  us  not  doubt  the  pos- 
sibility in  answer  to  the  pi'ayer  of  faith,  for  God  can 
give  beyond  our  imagination  to  ask  (Eph.  3:20).  We  are 
commanded  to  ask  and  receive  (Matt.  7:7,  8).  Continu- 
ance in  asking  may  be  expected  (James  4:2).  As  long 
as  we  sense  the  need  we  should  continue  to  ask  (Jer. 
33:3).   Read   again  James    5:13-18. 


"When  things  look  bad,  and  you  lose  all  hope, 
When  it  seems  you've  reached  the  end  of  your  rope — 
Try  the  'knee  drill.' 

"When  things   go  wrong"  and  you  get  in  a  rut. 
Don't  'give  up  the  ship,'  or  sink,  friend,  but 
Try  the  'knee  drill.' 

"If  the  way  seems  weaiy,  the  pathway  rough. 
If   troubles   encumber,   make   going   'tough,' 
Try  the  'knee  drill.' 

"When  burdened  with  care,  and  heart's  filled  with  doub 
Rest  assured  always  that  there's  a  way  out — 
Try  the  'knee  drill.' 

"Never  lose  faith,  for  victory  is  won 
Only  by  praying  till   battles  are  done — 
Try  the  'knee  drill.' 

"The   devil   will  tempt   us,  but  one  thing  we  know,, 
God's   grace   will   follow   wherever   we    go — 
Try  the  'knee  drill.'  " 

— John  Caldwell  Craig. 


Lesson 


Comments  ^^ 

^Jl  Studj/ing  the  Bble  CesspH 

by    ""^ 

William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  August  19,  1956 
THE   GROUNDS   OF   CHRISTIAN  ASSURANCE 

Lesson:  I  John  3:19 — 4:6  i 

I 

FANNY  CROSBY,  that  wonderful  Saint  of  God,  authci 
of  countless  hymns  and  poems,  though  physical)  I 
blind,  had  spiritual  insight  which  we  could  well  env;j 
One  of  her  most  famous  hymns  is  this:  i 

"Blessed   assurance,  Jesus  is  mine!  ' 

Oh,  what  a  foretaste  of  glory  divine! 

Heir  of  salvation,  purchased  of  God,  , 

Born   of   His    Spirit,   washed   in   His   blood." 

Christian  Assurance!  How  wonderful  that  God  gives  f 
His  Children  surety  and  confidence  of  heart  and  mini 
Especially  is  the  truth  of  Assurance  emphasized  in  tl: 
Epistle  of  John.  The  phrase  "we  know"  is  used  by  Joh 
at  least  17  times,  and  the  word  "know,"  or  its  equiv; 
lent,  is  found  more  than  38  times.  Thus,  John  wrote  1 
instill  within  the  Believer  confidence  and  assurance  coi' 
cerning  the  Christian  Faith. 

What  is  the  basis  for  Christian  Assurance  ?  John  woulj 
say  that  Christianity  is  evidenced  by  the  manif estatic  1 
of  love,  of  righteousness,  and  of  obedience. 

"And  hereby  we  know  that  we  are  of  the  truth,  ar 
shall  assure  our  hearts  before  Him"  (3:19).  What  do( 
John  mean  when  he  says  "hereby?"  He  refers  us  bac 
to  verses  11-18,  wherein  he  sets  forth  the  truth  that  Lii 
in  Christ  will  result  in  love  for  our  brethren.  "We  kno 
that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  because  v 
love  the  brethren"   (vs.  14). 
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John,  therefore,  would  say  this:  the  manifestation  of 
nuine,  divine  love  toward  our  fellowmen  will  assure  our 
arts  that  "we  are  of  the  truth."  Christian  Friend,  if 
u  long  to  have  more  assurance  concerning  your  Chris- 
^n  Faith,  then  demonstrate  love  toward  your  brothers 
d  sisters.  You  will  find  that  within  your  soul  the  fire 
Divine   passion  and  love  will  begin  to  burn! 

The  leading  Theologians  of  our  day  have  a  way  of  mak- 
?  Christianity  so  abstract  that  it  is  meaningless  to  the 
dinary  man  of  the  street.  John  would  make  it  prao- 
;al.  He  would  say  it  is  not  enough  simply  to  say  you 
/e  your  brethren  if  you  are  not  willing  to  help  him  in 
3  hour  of  need.  "My  little  children,  let  us  not  love  in 
)rd,  neither  in  tongue;   but  in  deed  and  in  truth." 

When  we  have  assurance,  God  is  pleased  to  hear  our 
tition  when  we  pray,  for  "whatsoever  we  ask,  we  re- 
ive of  Him."  Why?  "Because  we  keep  His  command- 
jnts,  and  do  those  things  that  are  pleasing  in  His  sight" 
s.  22). 

Notice  the  two  verbs  of  action  in  the  above  verse, 
eep,"  and  "do."  Both  are  in  the  present  tense,  denot- 
?  continuous  action,  or  habitual  practice.  A  continual 
e  of  obedience,  the  constant  keeping  of  God's  Word, 
d  the  repeated  performance  of  God's  good  pleasure  is 
cessary  for  that  close  relationship  with  God  which 
ings  answers  to  prayer,  and  assurance  to  the  heart! 

Mtititht:^    ^nnxtunttxrijetd 

YUNKER-WALTON.  A  beautiful  wedding  ceremony 
IS  solemnized  in  the  Brethren  Church  in  Flora,  Indi- 
a,  on  June  3rd,  when  Miss  Bernita  Jo  Yunker  of  Flora, 
d  Mr.  Ronald  Elwood  Walton  of  Elkhart,  Indiana,  were 
dted  in  holy  wedlock  by  Rev.  Ewing  Walters,  a  friend 
the  family.  The  double  ring  ceremony  was  used.  The 
urch  was  beautifully  decorated  with  candles  and  palms. 

C.  A.  Stewart. 


DOUGLASS-CLEGG.  June  8th  was  the  date  of  a 
autiful  wedding  in  the  Brethren  Church  in  Flora,  In- 
ana,  when  Miss  Anita  Douglass  of  Flora,  and  Lieut, 
pid  Clegg  of  Webster  Grove,  Missouri,  exchanged  wed- 
ng  vows  at  the  altar  banked  with  flowers  and  candles. 
16  double  ring  ceremony  was  used  by  the  undersigned. 
lie  bride  is  a  member  of  the  Church. 
I  C.  A.  Stewart. 

1 

*SHOFF-McCRACKEN— PUGH-SHOFF.  A  double  wed- 
iig  took  place  in  the  Brethren  Chui'ch  in  Flora,  Indiana, 
].  June  17th  when  Miss  Connie  Shoff  of  Flora,  became 
le  bride  of  Lieut.  Jerry  McCracken  of  Bringhurst,  In- 
ma;  and  Miss  Phyllis  Pugh  became  the  bride  of  Mr. 
rry  Shoff  of  Flora.  The  double  ring  ceremony  was  used 
fore  the  altar  banked  with  flowers  and  candles.  Jerry 
d  Connie  Shoff  are  twin  brother  and  sister.  They  are 
srabers  of  the  church  in  Flora.  The  ceremony  was  sol- 
mized  by  the  undersigned. 

C.  A.  Stewart. 


NEWS  FROM  OUR  CHURCHES 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

July   with   an   average   attendance   of  87.  We   had  a   fine 
corps  of  local  workers  in  the  school. 

Our  people  were  delighted  with  the  services  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Douglas  Sparks  on  June  3rd.  They  are  mis- 
sionaries for  the  Orient  Crusaders.  Mrs.  Sparks,  the  for- 
mer Leila  Elliott,  grew  up  in  the  Manteca  Church.  On 
July  8  we  were  favored  with  a  sermon  from  Robert  Huse. 
And  on  July  22  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  pastor  of  our 
Roann,  Indiana,  Church,  gave  the  morning  message.  Our 
people  are  much  encouraged  by  the  increase  of  atten- 
dance at  our  quarterly  communion  services.  The  Manteca 
Church  will  be  represented  in  every  auxiliary  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  this  year. 

C.  Y.  Gilmer,  Pastor. 


CAMP  BLACKHAWK 

Central  District 

SEVENTY-THREE  CAMPERS  and  fourteen  staff  mem- 
bers enjoyed  a  full  week  of  summer  camping  at  the 
Spring  Valley  Bible  Camp  near  Muscatine,  Iowa  from 
July  2-8.  The  weather,  food,  and  spirit  of  cooperation 
between  campers  and  the  staff  unfolded  to  make  a  very 
successful  summer  camp. 

We  were  very  pleased  to  have  our  new  Brethren  Youth 
Director  and  his  talented  wife  with  us,  Jean  and  Phil 
Lersch.  Both  personalities  blended  wonderfully  into  the 
organization  and  camp  schedule.  It  is  certain  that  they 
contributed  much  to  the  spiritual  life  of  the  campers. 
We  were  glad  for  the  opportunity  to  introduce 
them  to  the  young  people  of  our  district  and  have  them 
work  with  some  of  the  young  people  of  our  district. 

Also,  we  were  glad  that  Charles  "Chuck"  Huff  could 
be  with  us  as  a  counsellor.  We  are  certain  that  through 
his  influence  there  will  be  some  who  will  later  attend 
Ashland  College  and  Seminary.  Chuck  also  sei-ved  as  the 
Assistant  Athletic  Director  and  was  well  respected  for 
his  patience  and  guidance  on  the  athletic  field. 

The  highlight  of  the  camp  was  the  Galilean  service 
along  the  lake-front.  This  was  held  on  Decision  Night. 
While  candles  were  floated  on  the  lake  a  minister's  quar- 
tet composed  of  Chuck  Huff,  Phil  Lersch,  A.  T.  Ronk,  and 
H.  F.  Berkshire  sang.  Rev.  Ronk  then  spoke  of  our  Mas- 
ter's experiences  and  decisions  that  were  made  along  the 
waterfront.  An  invitation  was  extended  by  the  writer  as 
Nancy  Tallman  of  Lanark  played  hymns  on  the  flute.  It 
was  a  beautiful  scene  when  forty-seven  campers  stepped 
forward  to  re-dedicate  themselves  to  Christ  and  his  work. 
But  a  more  beautiful  and  impressive  scene  was  witnessed 
when  nineteen  campers  pledged  themselves  to  full  tinae 
work  as  Life  Recruits. 

Those  of  us  who  have  worked  in  summer  camps  are 
more  than  ever  aware  of  the  great  opportunity  our  church 
is  pi-esented  when  a  dynamic  camp  program  is  promoted. 
Our  summer  camps  can  be  a  very  real  challenge  to  the 
young  people  who  attend  them. 

H.  Francis  Berkshire,  Dean. 
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Phil  Lersch,  Youth  Director 


AFTER  CONFERENCE,  THEN  WHAT? 

THE  AMBASSADOR  QUARTET  is  traveling  through- 
out our  denomination  and  singing  in  forty-four 
churches  this  summer.  The  July  21st  issue  of  the  "Breth- 
ren Evangelist"  told  of  their  schedule  before  National 
Conference  and  here  is  where  they  will  be  the  week  fol- 
lowing. 

August  19  (evening)    Smithville 

August   20    Berlin 

August  21    Sergeantsville,  N.  J. 

August  22  Mt.  Olivet 

August  23   Washington,  D.  C. 

August  24    New  Windsor,  Md. 

August  25   St.  James 

August  26  (morning)   Hagerstown 

August  27   (evening)    Waynesboro 

One  week's  itinerary  is  enough  for  one  time.  More  vdll 
follow  next  week.  At  the  writing  of  this  article,  August 
1,  Marlin,  Ray,  Chuck  and  I  are  just  beginning  three 
days  of  solid  practice  and  preparation  for  our  visits  with 
you.  Next  week  we'll  give  you  some  notes  of  the  first 
few  days  of  our  tour  with  the  Pennsylvania  Brethren. 
Even  if  the  Ambassadors  aren't  able  to  come  to  your 
church,  but  are  in  the  area  within  driving  distance,  we 
certainly  would  be  happy  to  have  you  come  and  see  us. 
Come  twice — we  won't  mind. 

WHAT'S  ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE? 

In  Mansfield,  Ohio,  two  evenings  ago  I  accidently  met 
a  fellow  who  had  been  with  Rolf  Stolpner  in  Germany 
the  first  part  of  this  summer.  He  had  just  flown  home 
the  week  before.  I  immediately  asked  him  if  Rolf  was  being 
received  well  by  the  German  people  as  he  is  arranging 
our  1957  quartet  itinerary  over  there.  This  fellow,  who  is 
not  a  member  of  the  Brethren  Church,  was  most  encour- 
aging in  his  remarks.  He  related  that  these  Europeans 
are  very  eager  to  have  us  come  and  were  receiving  Rolf's 
presentation   of   our  program   enthusiastically. 

In  Rolf's  last  letter  he  listed  the  following  contacts  and 
said,  "The  Y.  M,  C.  A.  in  Heilbronn  will  arrange  at  least 
two  meetings  for  us  in  the  months  of  June  in  1957.  The 
Leiter  of  the  Christopherusschulle  in  Berchestesgaden  re- 
sponded very  sincerely,  and  wants  us  not  only  to  sing  in 
the  international  high  school  there,  but  also  in  the  com- 
munity hall  of  Berchtesgaden  as  well  as  in  the  big  Amer- 
ican Hotel  ...  As  far  as  room  and  board  is  concerned, 
there  is  no  problem  in  Berchtesgaden.  We  are  invited  to 
eat  there  and  places  to  sleep  will  also  be  provided  .  .  . 
Since  yesterday  I  am  in  Linz,  Austria.  I  have  contacted 
three  pastors  here,  one  from  the  Methodist  church,  one 
from  the  Lutheran  in  town  and  the  Reformed  church 
pastor.  In  all  three  cases,  we  are  not  only  invited  to  their 
churches  for  a  program,  but  there  will  be  invitations  for 


meals  and  places  to  sleep.  In  other  words  I  guarantee  thei 
we  shall  have  no  meal  expenses  nor  room  expense] 
during  our  three  day  stay  at  Linz  ..."  And  so  it  goeii 

Rolf  will  be  back  to  join  the  Ambassadors  on  Satu:i 
day  night  of  Conference  week  for  the  Brethren  Yout! 
program.  Come  then  and  hear  the  latest  word  on  tkij 
moving  and  advancing  program.  / 

PARK    STREET    IS    NOT   PARKING!  | 

The  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders  of  the  Park  Stre<l 
Brethren  Church  in  Ashland  are  not  parked  to  sit  by  ar! 
watch  Brethren  Youth  move.  They're  moving  with  us.  l! 
fact,  they  moved  right  in  to  the  National  B.  Y.  office  cj 
two  occasions  and  helped  to  assemble  program  booklet] 
address  letters,  fold  and  stuff  publicity  and  stamp  eil 
velopes.  I  want  to  thank  Gwen  Owens,  Carol  Fairbanki 
Barbara  and  Mary  Kay  Kimmel,  Janet  Zimmerman,  Bra(' 
ley  Weidenhamer,  Carol  Johnson,  Esther  Fishpaw,  Arj 
Lindower,  Judy  Lersch  and  any  others  whose  names  mg] 
have  slipped  away  at  this  moment.  Their  work  saved  ij 
many  hours  and  was  much  appreciated.  I 

Have  you  Crusaders  thought  of  helping  your  pasto:| 
out  there  in  your  own  local  church?  Every  pastor  hi 
mailing  to  be  done  from  time  to  time  and  he  should  1| 
able  to  use  his  time  for  more  valuable  things.  Why  dorj 
you  offer  to  help  from  time  to  time?  Pastor,  perhaps  ycj 
are  the  one  to  initiate  the  idea.  Ask  your  young  peopj 
for  assistance.  They  want  to  serve  but  they  just  dorii 
always  know  where  to  begin.  Our  church  in  Ashland  h;^ 
taken  a  step  some  of  you  others  should  follow.  If  y( 
are  already  doing  something  like  this,  write  and  tell  r 
about  it. 

THE  THINK  CORNER 

"When  you  have  spoken  the  word,  it  reigns  over  yo 
When  it  is  unspoken,  you  reign  over  it." — Arabic  Proveij 


FOOD  FOR  THE  FAITHFUL 

BRING  YOUR  FOOD  FOR  THE  FAITHFUL  1 
GENERAL  CONFERENCE.  A  PLACE  WILL  BE  PR 
VIDEO  FOR  YOUR  CANNED  GOODS  AND  NO:; 
PERISHABLE  FOODS.  CASH  GIFTS  ALSO  RECEIVE  I 


INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

were  baptized  in  the  Stockton  Church  on  July  22.  Ho 
ard  Crom  is  district  delegate  to  General  Conference.  T.'} 
District  W.  M.  S.  will  meet  in  the  Stockton  Church  i 
September  4  at  12:00  noon  with  Rev.  Robert  Bischj, 
Brethren  missionary  to  Nigeria  as  speaker.  The  Berel 
Institute  for  August  will  be  held  in  the  Manteca  Chui  I 
on  August  31,  at  8:00  P.  M.  This  is  the  time  for  if 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  Berean  year.  The  D 
trict  Laymen's  quarterly  meeting  will  be  held  in  '■  ■ 
Stockton  Church  on  Friday  evening,  September  • 
Howard  Crom  will  give  a  report  at  this  meeting  of  ' 
National   Laymen's  sessions  at  General  Conference. 


UGUST  11,  1956 
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by   Helen  Jordan 


rner 


MAGINE  YOURSELF  traveling  down  a  Super  highway, 
and  you  come  up  to  two  service  stations  on  a  corner, 
tie  station  had  a  sign  out  front  that  said,  "A  welcome 
i  all"  while  the  other  station  had  a  sign  which  read, 
service  is  our  Watchword."  Which  station  would  you  say 
)t  the  most  business? 
As  we  complete  our  W,  M.  S.  year,  we  count  our  goals 

I  see  if  we  will  be  a  banner  society  or  not.  In  so  doing, 
e  are  made  to  realize  how  much  service  we  have  ren- 
ired  to  others.  I  for  one  am  glad  for  the  goals  that  are 
anned,  so  that  we  might  include  others.  So  many  of 
3  can  only  do  a  service  in  a  small  way.  Yet  God  richly 
esses  all  who  serve  Him  in  love.  Galatians  5:13  says, 
^ith  love  serve  one  another."  Here  we  find  love  and  ser- 
ce  hand  in  hand.  How  many  missionary  stories  have 
)u  heard  of  great  love  and  service  rendered? 

The  story  is  told  of  a  Japanese  farmer,  who  lived  on 
hillside  overlooking  a  village  by  the  sea.  He  was  very 
ippy,  for  he  had  had  a  good  rice  crop,  and  there  by  his 
)use  stood  five  great  stacks  which  told  him  he  would 
ive  enough  food  for  many  months.  Far  below  the  vil- 
gers  were  celebrating  a  joyous  festival.  All  of  a  sudden 
le  earth  began  to  rumble  and  shake.  A  very  strange 
ling  happened,  the  sea  began  to  go  back  and  back  and 
ick,  much  further  back  than  a  low  tide.  The  startled 
llagers  became  confused.  The  farmer  on  the  hillside  re- 
ized  that  something  must  be  done  quickly.  They  were 
)o  far  away  to  hear  him  call;  he  wouldn't  have  time  to 
0  down  to  warn  them.  He  realized  though  that  he  must 
arn  them.  So  he  set  fire  to  his  rice  stacks.  Great  columns 
f  smoke  rose  up  and  quickly  the*  shouts  of  "Fire!  Fire!" 
)uld  be  heard,  as  the  villagers  rushed  up  the  hill  to  help 
le  farmer  put  out  the  fire.  "Why  did  you  do  this  dread- 
i\  thing?"  they  asked.  The  old  farmer  pointed  to  the  sea, 
here  a  great  wall  of  water  came  thundering  on,  it  swept 
ght  over  the  village  and  spent  itself  out  at  the  foot  of 
le  hill  on  which  they  stood.  Of  course,  he  need  not  have 
ane  it.  He  was  safe  and  secure.  Of  course  he  need  not 
ave  done  it,  yet  he  could  not  let  his  neighbors,  the  vil- 
igers  drown.  He  took  their  danger  as  his  own  and  gave 

II  he  had  to  save  them.  How  like  our  Wonderful  Lord 
ad  Saviour,  giving  His  all  to  save  us  from  sin. 

j  Are  we  also  willing  to  give  our  love  and  service  to 
hers?  If  necessary,  our  all,  even  as  Christ  did? 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Hunter. 

North  Manchester,  Indiana. 


PUBLICATION  DAY   OFFERING 

April  4,  1956  to  July  11,  1956 

Previous  Total   $5,119.52 

Manteca  Brethren,  Manteca,  Calif 25.00 

Hagerstown   Brethren,   Hagerstown,   Md 119.20 

Elkhart    Brethren,   Elkhart,   Ind 77.65 

Stuart  E.  Good,  Bethlehem  Brethren   2.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  D.  Swartz,  Bethlehem  Brethren..  15.00 

Earl  Oyler,  Burlington,  Indiana 2.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  E.  Albert,  Johnstown,  Pa 10.00 

Mr.  Robert  Benshoff,  Johnstown,  Pa 2.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Earl  Benshoff,  Johnstown,  Pa 10.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  B.  Furry,  Johnstown,  Pa 5.00 

Mrs.  John  Fitt,  Johnstown,  Pa 2.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  E.  Furrier,  Johnstown,  Pa 5.00 

Miss   Gertrude   Lake,  Johnstown,  Pa 5.00 

Miss  Marion  Treat,  Johnstown,  Pa 5.00 

Friends  of  First  Brethren  Church,  Johnstown,  Pa.  4.90 

Dutchtown   Brethren,   Dutchtown,  Ind 7.00 

Muncie  Brethren,  Muncie,  Ind 20.00 

North  Manchester  Brethren,  N.  Manchester,  Ind.  90.17 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  B.  Ridenour,  Hagerstown,  Md.  .  .  100.00 

Waterloo  Brethren,  Waterloo,  Iowa  41.00 

Lanark  Brethren,  Lanark,  111 5.00 

Cerro  Gordo  Brethren,  Cerro  Gordo,  111 4.00 

Oakville  Brethren,  Oakville,  Ind 57.75 

Goshen  Brethren,  Goshen,  Indiana   97.92 

Elkhart  Brethren,  Elkhart,  Ind 54.55 

Pleasant  Hill  Brethren,  Pleasant  Hill,  0 14.74 

Louisville  Brethren,  Louisville,  Ohio   , 36.00 

Total  to  July  11,  1956 $5,937.40 
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SOUTHERN  INDIANA  DISTRICT  LAYMEN 
Please  Note: 
The  Southern  Indiana  Laymen  will  hold  their 
regular  quarterly  meeting  at  the  Oakville  Breth- 
ren Church,  Monday  evening,  August  27th.  We 
especially  urge  a  good  attendance  from  all 
churches  as  this  will  be  the  first  meeting  with 
Oakville  for  some  time. 

The  Hon.  Ralph  Harvey,  Congressman  from  In- 
diana, will  be  the  speaker.  Supper  served  6:30  to 
7:30  P.  M.  prevailing  time,  with  regular  meeting 
beginning  at  7:30. 

Send  reservations  to  Rev.  Arthur  Tinkel,  Oak- 
ville, Indiana.  Note  change  of  date  account  of 
General  Conference. 

C.  E.  Keplinger, 
John  M.  Holsinger. 


Sixty-Eighth  General  Conference  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  Ashland,  Ohio 

August  13-19,  1956 


Brethren  Hisoorical   library 

Manchester  Colleg(g  page  sixteen         the  brethren  evangelisi 

N,    Manchester,   Ind« 


When  you  attend  General  Conference 

Be  syre  to  visit 

Tiie  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

See  our  display  of 

Bibles  and  Testaments: 

We  have,  or  can  secure  for  you,  any  size  print  or  binding  you 
may  prefer.  We  also  carry  some  of  the  newer  translations. 

You  can  secure  from  us  any  book  published.  We  promise 
quick  delivery  on  those  we  do  not  have  in  stock. 

We  have  commentaries,  dictionaries,  concordances  and  fic- 
tior;  books:  also  devotional,  stewardship  and  evangelism  books; 
books  that  are  suited  to  women's  work;  and  you  will  find  program, 
devotional,  activity  and  Bible  story  books  for  children  of  all  ages. 
Also  a  nev/  series  of  books  for  pre-teeners,  ages  9  to  12,  illustrated: 
"Golden  Cake  by  the  Fire,"  "Mystery  at  Trembling-T,"  "Ol'  Sway- 
back,"  and  "Ruff  of  Thunder  Falls,"  at  25c  per  copy. 

Quiz  Books,  Object  lessons.  Chalk  talks. 

Complete  line  of  Singspiration  Song  and  Chorus  Books;  also 
Mens'  and  Womens'  Trio  Books. 


Rustic,  artwood  and  ceramic  plaques.    Award  Items. 


See  our  new  peg-board  display  of  these. 

Sunday  School  Supplies: 

Attendance   cards,    color  books,   activity   books.    Picture  puz- 
zles. Bookmarks,  Pencils,  etc. 

Across  College  Ave.  from  Memorial  Chapel 

Ashland,   Ohio 
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GENERAL  CONFERENCE  NEWS 

In  place  of  our  regular  column  of  "Interesting  Items," 
we  are  this  week  giving  you  a  few  of  the  high-lights  of 
the  opening  of  the  68th  General  Conference  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  which  convened  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  the  eve- 
ning of  August  13th. 

Following  a  good  bit  of  rainy  weather  on  Monday, 
nice  weather  greeted  the  delegates  at  the  Monday  eve- 
ning service.  Following  a  rousing  song  service,  Moderator 
L.  V.  King  led  the  Conference  in  the  devotions  of  the 
evening.  Moderator  King  presented  Vice-Moderator  Smith 
F.  Rose,  who  then  challenged  the  many  delegates  and 
friends  with  a  key-note  message  on  the  subject:  "The 
Divine  Partnership." 

Tuesday  morning's  tabulation  of  delegates  showed  a 
total  of  198  lay,  cooperative  and  district  delegates,  and  82 
ministerial  delegates,  or  a  total  of  280,  as  against  267 
a  year  ago.  Elsewhere  in  this  issue  we  have  noted  the 
results  of  the  Tuesday  morning's  election  of  Officers  and 
Executive  Committee. 

Brethren  Youth  also  reports  a  booming  registration  at 
its  Conference.  Rooming  facilities,  in  spite  of  the  addi- 
tional rooms  made  available  by  the  use  of  Jacobs  Hall, 
are  at  a  premium.  All  in  all,  the  Conference  is  starting 
off  with  a  good  attendance,  good  weather,  and  a  good 
spirit.  We  hope  to  make  a  fuller  report  of  Conference 
happenings  next  week.  W.  S.  B. 

AVAILABLE  FOR  CALL 

Since  I  am  closing  my  pastorate  with  the  Cerro  Gordo 
Brethren,  I  will  be  available  for  call  as  of  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober. Any  Church  interested  please  write  Box  581,  Cer- 
ro Gordo,  Illinois. 

Rev.  Kenneth  C.  Mock. 


COMING  EVENTS 


SOUTHERN  INDIANA   DISTRICT  LAYMEN  | 

Please  Note: 

The  Southern  Indiana  Laymen  will  hold  theiij 
regular  quarterly  meeting  at  the  Oakville  Breth-i 
ren  Church,  Monday  evening,  August  27th.  W<| 
especially  urge  a  good  attendance  from  alj 
churches  as  this  will  be  the  first  meeting  witl*! 
Oakville  for  some  time. 

The  Hon.  Ralph  Harvey,  Congressman  from  In! 
diana,  will  be  the  speaker.  Supper  served  6:30  t<ij 
7:30  P.  M.  prevailing  time,  with  regular  meetinjij 
beginning  at  7:30.  ( 

Send  reservations  to  Rev.  Arthur  Tinkel,  Oak 
ville,  Indiana.  Note  change  of  date  account  Oif| 
General  Conference.  | 

C.  E.  Keplinger,         j 
John  M.  Holsinger.    j 

PASTOR  WANTED  ! 

The  Brethren  Church  at  Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois  desire 
to  contact  any  one  interested  in  the  pastorate  of  tW 
Church.  Our  pastor.  Rev.  Kenneth  Mock,  has  resigned  an 
will  leave  October  1,  1956.  Write  to: 

Mrs.   Lenora  G.  Snoke> 
Oakley,  Illinois. 


PASTOR  DESIRED 

We  desire  the  service  of  a  minister  who  would  be  in- 
terested in  the  Pittsburgh  pastorate  at  an  early  date. 
Contact: 

First  Brethren  Church, 
Clyde  A.   Garland,   Secretary, 
1004  North  Homewood  Ave., 
Pittsburgh  8,  Pennsylvania. 


PASTOR  NEEDED 

The  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church  of  Vandergrif 
Penna.,  will  be  in  need  of  a  pastor  on  October  1,  195ii 
as  our  pastor,  Rev.  Paul  M.  NaflF,  will  be  leaving  tHi 
pastorate  at  that  time.  Any  Brethren  minister  who  is  ii 
terested  please  write  to: 

Thelma  M.  Fish,  Secretary 

Box  62 

Vandergrift,   Pennsylvania. 
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Tlie   IQ5()   I  Moderators  Mddress 


BEGINNING  on  the  next  page  of  this  Evange- 
list is  the  text  of  the  Moderator's  Address 
IS  dehvered  to  the  68th  General  Conference  of 
;he  Brethren  Church.  By  Moderator  L.  V.  King, 
:his  message  was  presented  to  the  assembled 
ielegates  in  Memorial  Chapel  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ng,  August  14th. 

We  urge  its  reading  and  careful  study  by  all 
Brethren.  Brother  King  has  given  much  thought, 
jtudy  and  prayer  to  the  matter  of  the  problems 
>f  the  local  church  and  its  relationship  to  the 
lenomination.  He  has  sought  opinions  and  views 
Tom  others  of  the  Brethren.  He  has  given,  what 
ve  feel  are,  good  solid  and  helpful  suggestions 
A^hich  can  be  put  into  operation  in  the  local 
church  and  in  the  Denomination. 

In  the  course  of  his  message.  Brother  King 
(-aises  several  questions.  One  is,  "Why  isn't  the 
Brethren  Church  growing  more  in  numbers, 
Dower  and  influence  in  the  world  ?"  He  also  notes 
:he  woeful  and  tragic  loss  of  members  through 
toII  revision  and  otherwise,  then  raising  the 
question,  "How  much  do  we  spend  to  get  the  in- 
ictive  to  become  active  ?" 

Raising  the  question  also,  "If  we  lack  in  num- 
aers,  do  we  also  lack  in  power?"  he  then  notes 
that  "Once  the  Prayer  Meeting  was  the  dynamo 
)f  the  Church."  He  then  asks,  "When  did  it 
(the  Prayer  Meeting)  lose  that  power  in  the 
Brethren  Church?" 

Brother  King  concludes  with  the  advocation 
3f  Evangelism  and  Missions,  coupled  with  the 
encouragement  to  build  the  local  church  for  a 
stronger  denomination — all  through  the  Holy 
Spirit — building  for  the  Lord. 

Our  thanks  to  Brother  King  for  this  thought- 
ful, challenging  message  in  the  year  of  "Building 
With  God."  Fostering  and  urging  a  deeper  de- 


velopment of  love  for  the  Brethren,  for  one  an- 
other and  for  the  work  of  the  Church,  our  Mod- 
erator has  noted  that  a  better  and  more  har- 
monious spirit  on  the  local  level  will  most  surely 
be  reflected  in  a  stronger  denominational  and 
world-wide  program  of  the  church.  To  this,  we 
say  "Amen,"  and  would  like  here  to  quote  the 
1956  Conference  text  as  found  in  Psalm  127:1: 
"Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labour  in 
vain  that  build  it." 

It  would  be  wonderful  if  every  delegate  and 
attendant  at  Conference,  and  every  Brethren  at 
home  would  re-evaluate  his  or  her  life  and  atti- 
tude toward  the  church  and  its  work  in  the  light 
of  the  matters  presented  in  Brother  King's  mes- 
sage— seeking  then  to  submerge  and  bury  per- 
sonal feelings  and  attitudes  in  the  greater  pur- 
pose of  Christian  service  and  love.  For  harmon- 
ious progress  in  the  church,  it  is  the  only  thing 
to  do.  Thus  yielded  in  spirit  and  purpose,  the 
greater  witness  of  the  Gospel  to  the  world  can 
be  accomplished,  for  then  we  shall  be  building 
in  the  Lord.  Much  has  been  accomplished,  for 
which  we  are  glad.  By  taking  heed  to  what  we 
have  heard  and  read  in  this  message,  much  more 
can  yet  be  accomplished  in  His  name.  W.  S.  B. 

annaanaaannaDnnnnanaaannnnnnnnnnaaannnna 
aDDnaDnDnDnDaaannDDDnanaaaDDDnnannaanana 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

1956-57 

Southeastern  District  .Freeman  Ankrum,  Bruce  Shanholtz 
Pennsylvania  District.  .Clarence    Stogsdill,  Walter  Wertz 

Ohio  District Harold  Garland,  George  Solomon 

Indiana  District   (To  be  supplied) 

Central    District    H.    F.    Berkshire 

Mid-West  District   John  F  Burton 

Northern  California  District    Howard  Crom 


PAGE  FOUR 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


annnDnaannnnnnnDaciannnnnnnnnaaaannnnannnDDnannaannnnnnanDnnnnnnnnnnnnnnDnnnnDDnnan 
annnnnDnnnauanDDnDananaanannnnnnnnDDDnnnnannnnaDDnnnaannnananannnanDnnnnnnnnannDnn 

I  Moderator's  Address 

DD 
DD 
DD 

I        1956  General  Conference 

DP 

DD  

I  of  The  Brethren  Church 

DD  / 

DD 
DD 

REV.  L  V.  KING 


BUILDING   THE   LOCAL   CHURCH 


"Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings 
flow; 
Praise  Him,  all  creatures  here  be- 
low; 
Praise  Him  above,  ye  heavenly  hosts; 
Praise  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost. 
Amen." 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." 


TN  THE  NAME  of  this  God  and  in 
"^  the  Name  of  His  Son,  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  we  come  into  this  68th  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  Brethren 
Church.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  be  hon- 
ored as  we  endeavor  to  serve  Him 
during  this  week.  May  His  presence 
be  so  felt  that  we  shall  all  be  in- 
spired to  return  to  our  homes  and 
Churches  better  able  to  serve  our  lov- 
ing Christ. 

God  has  been  good  to  us  during 
the  year.  Many  of  us  have  seen  again 
a  demonstration  of  the  Holy  Spirit's 
presence  and  power  to  make  and  re- 
shape  lives   for  His   glorious   service. 

Kind  of  world  we  live  in 

Have  you  ever  asked  yourself  the 
question:  "What  kind  of  a  world  are 
we  living  in  today?"  Someone  has 
well  said  that  this  is  a  world  of  horse- 
power without  spiritual  control.  A 
world  of  speed  but  without  spiritual 
control.    Therefore    we    need    to    ask: 


"Where  are  we  going;  how  are  we 
going  there;  where  will  we  be  when 
we  get  there?"  The  Brethren  Church 
needs  to  ask  that  question.  We  do  not 
need  less  power  nor  speed  but  we  do 
need  spiritual  control. 

This  is  a  world  of  knowledge  but 
without  wisdom.  We  have  knowledge 
to  invent  but  we  do  not  have  wisdom 
to  use  it  to  good  purposes.  This  is 
a  world  of  religion  but  without  Chris- 
tian experience.  The  purpose  of  our 
faith  ought  to  be  to  get  God  and 
man  together.  We  say  that  more  peo- 
ple are  going  to  Church  today  than 
ever  before.  But  why  are  they  going? 

We  are  erecting  more  and  costlier 
and  better  equipped  buildings.  But 
what  are  we   building  for  today? 

This  is  indeed  a  world  of  opportu- 
nity but  a  world  without  spiritual 
leadership.  Thank  God,  we  have  a 
few  here  and  there  pointing  men  to 
God.  Whatever  we  may  say  about 
Billy  Graham  he  at  least  is  making 
men  more  conscious  of  the  purpose 
of  their  existence  and  of  God's  pres- 
ence. 

Brethren  Church  in  such  a  world 

Now,  what  about  the  Church  in 
such  an  age?  What  about  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  this  little  group  of  be- 
lievers, in  such  a  tremendous  world? 
Study  the  world  when  Jesus  came. 
In  many  ways  ready  for  His  com- 
ing. But  in  many  ways  everything 
was  against  the  early  followers. 
Yet  the  Christian  Church  went  on 
conquering    and    to    conquer. 


Can  the  Church  do  today  in  a  topsy-* 
turvy  world  what  she  did  in  her  be-» 
ginnings?  Can  the  Brethren  Church, 
though  small  in  numbers,  do  whatij 
the  early  Church  did?  The  answer 
to  this  question  depends  on  our  con-: 
secration  and  our  love  for  the  task 
of  Christ  and  the  Church.  Greatness, 
is  not  measured  by  numbers. 

Text  from  New  Testament.  John  3:1K 

Let    us  now   turn   to   several   texti^ 
which  we  want  to  use  as  a  basis  oil 
this  message.  The  first  is  to  be  found 
in    the    Golden   Text     of     the     Bibldj 
namely  John  3:16.  Here  among  manji 
other  things  we  have  the  Source,  Godlj 
the  motive,  Love;  the  recipients,  th| 
world;  the   Deed,  that  He   gave;   thij 
purpose,    that    whosoever    believeth! 
and  the  reason,  should  not  perish  buj] 
have  everlasting  life.  And  in  the  Ne'vl  | 
Testament    we    have    this   Redeemin,' 
love  and  grace  offered. 

Text   from   Old   Testament.   Story  o 
Jonah 

The  same  truth  is  beautifully  poii  i 
trayed  to  us  in  the  Old  Testament  1; 
the  story  of  Jonah  and  the  Ninevite; 
The    Book  opens   with   this   challeng    ^ 
ing    statement,    "And    the    Word    c 
the    Lord   came   to   Jonah."  Here  W| 
have   the    source,  the   Lord;   here  wj 
have   the    message,    the    Word;    heii 
we    have    the    man,   Jonah;    here   wj 
have  the  call,  "and  the  Word  of  th 
Lord   came;"   and   here   we   have  th 
task,  "Go  to  Nineveh  and  preach  th; 
Word."  j 
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In  this  story  we  have  the  back- 
ground of  the  challenge  that  must 
;ome  to  every  man  and  to  every  de- 
lomination.  Here  we  have  the  prep- 
iration  needed  to  fulfill  the  task. 
Here  we  have  an  example  of  the  re- 
lults  that  will  come  when  man  finally 
loes  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world."  This 
vorld  to  Jonah  was  Nineveh.  You 
md  I  have  a  world  to  conquer.  It 
nay  be  a  great  city.  It  may  be  a 
imall  village  or  it  may  simply  be  a 
leighbor.  The  Brethren  Church  too 
las  a  world  to  conquer.  Are  we  going 
0  go  at  God's  command  or  will  we 
lee  like  Jonah  ?  I  am  afraid  we  have 
led  too  often  in  the  past.  No  wonder 
lod  has  to  send  some  men  and  some 
hurches  through  the  trial  of  judg- 
rient  before  obedience  comes. 

What  about  the  Brethren  Church  in 
lUch  a  world  ?  Has  God  ever  given  us 
I,  call  ?  Is  He  calling  us  today  to  a 
ertain  task?  Are  we  answering  the 
all  ?  I  would  like  to  answer  this 
[uestion  today.  And  I  want  to  do  it 
)y  first  looking  at  our  strength  and 
hen  our  weakness.  I  am  also  trying 
0  convey  the  feeling  of  the  Com- 
nittee  on  the  Spiritual  State  of  the 
!Jhurches  as  far  as  I  have  been  able 

0  glean  their  minds. 

The  great  strength  of  the  Breth- 
■en  Church  is  in  her  message.  I  have 
lever  had  any  reason  to  challenge 
lur  message.  I  believe,  somehow, 
jod  led  those  first  founders  of  our 
'aith  and  kept  them  from  many  of 
he  errors  found  in  so  many  other 
)eoples.  I  believe  they  were  humble 
;aints,  so  humble  that  God  could 
ipeak  to  them  His  Word.  I  believe 
;hat  God  did  speak.  And  I  believe 
;hat  they  followed  in  His  steps.  It  was 
iiot  until  the  Brethren  departed  from 
jhese  early  concepts  that  division 
;ame.  And  in  division  chastening. 

I.  Belief   in  Brethren   Church    (Doc- 

1  trine) 

!l 

j      A.  A  Golden  Doctrine 

Personally,  I  believe  the  whole  doc- 
rine  of  the  Brethren  Church.  I  be- 
ieve  the  Brethren  Church  has  been 
:ept  from  going  to  the  extremes 
'hat  have  divided  even  good  people 
or  centuries.  I  believe  we  have  some- 
hing  to  offer  to  the  world  that  many 
ther  people  do  not  have. 

1.  Her  Creed 

I  believe  first  of  all  we  have  a 
folden  creed.  "The  Bible,  the  whole 
Jible,    and    nothing    but    the    Bible," 
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cannot  be  improved.  I  trust  we  shall 
never  adopt  another.  This  to  me,  is 
the  strength  of  the  Brethren  Church. 
On  this  we  shall  never  go  wrong. 

2.  Her  Baptism 

We  also  have  a  golden  baptism 
which  is  not  questioned  by  the  great- 
est authorities.  I  believe  IF  we  re- 
main true  to  our  convictions  on  this 
Doctrine  long  enough,  the  world,  if 
Chi'ist  tarries,  will  some  day  see  our 
point  of  view.  The  truth,  if  kept  long 
enough,   will    some   day   win. 

3.  Her   Communion 

In  the  third  place  we  have  a  gold- 
en communion  service  to  offer  to  the 
world.  A  communion,  since  given  by 
the  Great  Teacher,  that  cannot  be  im- 
proved upon  by  man.  A  communion 
that  was  believed  and  practised  by  the 
early  Church.  And  one,  if  we  keep 
it  sacred,  will  someday  be  revealed 
to  thinking,  consecrated  men. 

4.  Her  Anointing    for  Healing 

In  the  fourth  place  we  have  a  gold- 
en method  to  use  when  men  are  ill, 
in  the  anointing  service.  Many  faith 
healers  quote  from  James  this  state- 
ment, "And  the  prayer  of  faith  shall 
save  the  sick,"  and  then  immediately 
use  their  own  methods  of  healing, 
instead  of  following  the  whole  ac- 
count given  in  James  Chapter  Five. 
If  they  do  not  want  to  do  what  it 
says  they  have  no  right  to  the  claim 
of  the  promises.  This  service  guards 
carefully  against  any  man  taking  the 
glory  of  healing  to  himself.  The  heal- 
ing and  glory  belongs  to  Christ.  I  am 
not    saying    God   cannot    use   men   to 


heal  in  other  ways,  nor  in  mass  meet- 
ings. But  I  am  saying  that  for  or- 
dinary men  gifted  to  be  Pastors  of 
Churches  this  is  the  golden  method 
to  be  used  when  men  ai-e  sick.  We 
ought  to  preach  it  more,  and  our 
layity  ought  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  precious  doctrine  more  than  they 
now  do. 

.5.  All  other  Doctrine  Included 

What  I  have  said  of  these  four 
precious  doctrines  of  the  Brethren 
I  could  say  of  all  our  beliefs.  We, 
therefore,  have  a  Golden  Gospel,  un- 
adulterated and  unchanged  to  pre- 
sent to  a  world  as  needy  as  when 
Christ  first  gave  these  precious  truths. 
I  believe  firmly  in  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Brethren  Church.  I  have  never  been 
called  into  question  on  these.  I  have 
only  been  called  into  question  be- 
cause I  have  not  parted  from  Breth- 
ren belief  to  accept  some  other  ex- 
treme fundamental  half  truths  which 
the  Brethren  never  raised  in  their 
early  history. 

B.  Guarding  the  Faith 

NOW,  IF  the  Brethren  Church  has 
a  message  that  is  more  golden  than 
many  other  peoples,  then  she  needs 
to  pi'opagate  that  doctrine.  For  IF 
the  Brethren  need  abide  by  the  whole 
Word,  others  need  to  do  the  same. 
The  Golden  things  of  the  Word  ought 
to  be  for  every  person.  Apart  from 
this  conviction  there  is  no  need  for 
our   existence    as   a   denomination. 

These  truths  all  Brethren  Pastors 
need  to  teach  diligently.  And  all  true 
Brethren  layity  need  to  practise  them 
as  fundamental  to  their  growth.  If 
we  have  a  message  to  give,  then  we 
need  to  propagate  it.  Those,  therefore, 
that  cannot  agree  with  the  tenanents 
of  the  faith  are  on  dangerous  grounds 
when  they  assume  the  authority  to 
try  and  change  them.  They  better 
go  into  some  other  faith,  than  to  re- 
main, and  then  try  and  rob  the  Breth- 
ren of  their  heritage. 

First  Recommendation 

On  this  point  I  would  like  to  refer 
to  a  former  Moderator's  address  and 
make  my  first  recommendation.  At 
the  1954  Conference,  the  Moderator 
Rev.  Virgil  Meyer  said: 

"The  Brethren  Chui'ch  needs  to  give 
some  profound  thought  to  what  we 
would  do  IF  there  arose  a  crisis  in 
one  of  our  Churches.  What  would  we 
do  IF  one  of  our  Brethren  Ministers 
began  to  confess  his  unbelief  in  the 
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great  truths  of  God's  Word  and  be- 
gan to  preach  his  unbelief  in  one  of 
our  Church  pulpits?" 

I  raise  again  the  question,  "What 
would  we  do?"  Suppose  some  Pastor 
or  Church  began  to  take  in  folks  as 
members  by  any  other  method  than 
Triune  Immersion  ?  Suppose  some 
Church  decided  to  leave  out  feet 
washing  from  the  communion  ser- 
vice ?  What  would  we  do  ? 

If  we  have  a  means  of  meeting 
such  a  situation,  then  the  Brethren 
need  to  have  it  pointed  out  clearly 
in  some  method.  If  not,  then  we  need 
to  do  something  about  it  NOW.  Since 
it  is  a  problem  that  might  arise  I 
would  like  to  recommend  to  the  Min- 
isterial Association  that  they  make 
this  a  matter  of  first  importance  as 
soon  as  possible,  preferably,  at  this 
Conference.  In  another  year  it  might 
be  too  late.  The  need  for  action  is 
even  more  urgent  now  than  when  first 
suggested  by  Rev.  Meyer. 

NOW  having  declai-ed  that  the 
strength  of  the  Brethren  is  to  be 
found  in  her  doctrine,  I  raise  the 
question:  "Why  isn't  the  Brethren 
Church  growing  more  in  numbers, 
power  and  influence  in  the  world  ? 
IF  we  lack  in  numbers  do  we  also 
lack  in  POWER?" 

II.  Our  weakness  that  needs  strength- 
ening, or  building. 

So  if  I  proceed  to  point  out  some 
of  our  weaknesses,  do  not  feel  that 
I  am  doing  it  in  the  spirit  of  criti- 
cism. I  am  doing  it  that  we  might 
not  be  blind  to  the  real  facts.  It  is 
only  as  we  see  anew  our  weaknesses 
that  we  will  do  something  about  them. 
It  is  with  this  thought  in  mind  that 
I  now  turn  to  this  phase  of  this  mes- 
sage. 

A.  A  Lack  of  Enthusiasm 

I  wonder  if  the  Brethren  Church 
is  not  too  timid  to  offer  our  Golden 
Gospel  to  a  needy  world?  Here  we 
could  profit  a  great  deal  when  we 
see  something  of  the  enthusiasm  of 
many  of  the  isms  of  the  world.  Many 
of  them  with  only  half  truths,  ap- 
pear more  enthusiastic  to  propagate 
their  faith  than  many  of  the  Breth- 
ren with  the  whole  truth.  If  they 
have  much  of  the  false  and  we  have 
the  Truth  why  are  we  not  growing 
more  rapidly,  in  comparison  with 
their  growth  ?  Why  has  our  mem- 
bership remained  about  the  same,  the 
last  ten  or  even  twenty  years?  Why 
have  we  been  so  long  in  training  men 


for  the  ministry  to  enable  us  to  erect 
more  Churches  ?  Why  have  we  played 
so  long  at  religion  in  South  America  ? 
Why  have  we  been  so  long  in  start- 
ing a  work  in  Africa?  If  the  Breth- 
ren Church  is  distinct  in  her  doctrine 
and  practise  why  are  we  becoming 
so  much  like  other  people  ?  May  I 
point  out  some  weaknesses,  places 
where  we  are  too  much  like  other 
People  ? 

Attending  Conferences 
I.  The  first  weakness  is  to  be  found 
in    our    Conference    attendance.     Our 

people  do  not  attend  Conference  as 
we  ought  to  do.  And  those  who  come, 
come  only  part  time  while  others 
spend  too  much  time  visiting  and  gos- 
siping on  the  Campus  when  they 
ought  to  be  attending  the  Conference 
sessions.  Those  who  come  pick  out 
the  highlights.  Even  Pastors  are 
guilty  of  this.  Usually  we  have  enough 
people  on  the  grounds  to  fill  this  aud- 
itorium at  all  services.  This  is  seen 
in  the  attendance  at  special  sessions. 
NOW,  let  me  give  some  suggestions. 
1st.  The  local  Church  ought  to 
send  delegates  who  plan  to  remain 
throughout  the  Conference.  How  can 
any  person  go  home  and  report  the 
activities  of  Conference  who  attend 
only  half  the  sessions  ?  If  the  Church 
pays  the  delegate  expenses  it  ought 
to  be  based  on  the  number  of  days 
they  attend.  Churches  should  instruct 
their  delegates  to  remain  for  the 
week.  And  upon  return  the  Church 
ought  to  ask  for  a  full  report  of  all 
activities.  A  delegate  is  one  who  rep- 


resents the  Church.  Therefore  he  is 
obligated  to  know  what  is  going  on 
and  report  his  full  findings  to  the 
local  Church.  Else,  only  a  few  benefit 
from  a  Conference. 

2nd.  All  delegates  should  be  ex- 
pected to  attend  all  sessions,  espe- 
cially Ministers.  First  as  an  example 
of  their  own  loyalty.  Second,  because 
they  too  need  to  gather  inspiration. 
Third,  some  day  they  too  will  be 
called  to  speak  at  one  of  these  ses- 
sions when  only  a  few  attend.  If  he 
prefers  a  good  audience  then  he  needs 
to  keep  faith  with  his  fellow  Minister 
bi-other  who  too  prefers  a  good  crowd. 

3rd.  All  Committee  and  Board  Meet- 
ings should  not  be  set  at  any  time 
there  is  a  regular  conference  session, 
be  it  inspirational  or  business.  Two 
afternoons  a  week  might  be  kept 
open  for  Committee  meetings.  One 
at  the  beginning  of  Conference  tCj 
adopt  suggestions  to  be  brought  tc 
Conference.  Another  at  the  close  ol'i 
Conference  so  they  can  plan  the  time! 
of  meetings  for  the  year  ahead.  The. 
truth  is  that  many  Committees  nevei; 
meet  and  if  they  do  their  work  iij 
done  so  hurriedly,  their  reports  ar< 
not  thought  out  clearly. 

Larger   Boards  ought   to   meet   be: 
fore    Conference    and    have    most    ol 
their   work    out   of  the    way   so   thai} 
they   can   sit   on   Committees,   electei! 
at   Conference    time    and    attend    th 
regular    Conference    sessions.    Dupli| 
cation   of   members  on   Boards   ough 
to  be  avoided.  We  have  forgotten  th 
action  of  Conference  some  years  ag 
on  this  problem.  If  there  is  no  othe 
way  Conference  might  meet  a  day  o 
two  later  allowing  Monday  and  Tues 
day  for  such  meetings.  I  recommen, 
that    the    Executive    Committee    gi\' 
this   some    prayerful    consideration.  ! 
Growing  Numerically 

II.  The  second  lack  is  to  be  foun] 
in  our  failure  to  grow  numericall; 
Your  Moderator  took  time,  even  bi 
fore  Rev.  Leatherman  made  his  stati 
ments  in  the  1955  Pennsylvania  Coi 
ference,  in  going  over  the  Statistic 
i-eports  as  far  back  as  1918.  The  st; 
tistics    give   us  some   alarming  fact 

A  great  many  years  ago  Dr.  Ma 
tin  Shively  said,  "Numerically  we  a 
not  growing.  There  is  a  slump  in  o;! 
membership."  And  that  situation  h\ 
not  changed  much  throughout  tlj 
years.  I 

The    one    big    cause    for   failure    ! 

grow    is    due    to    roll    revisions.   Laj 

(Continued  on  Page  8)  j 
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ROBERT  BISCHOF'S  SCHEDULE 

following  General  Conference 

WHEN  Reverend  and  Mrs.  C.  Y.  Gilmer  return  to 
California  after  Conference,  they  will  be  accom- 
panied by  Robert  Bischof,  who  will  visit  a  number  of 
Brethren  churches  enroute.  The  following  is  his  schedule: 


August  26- 
August  28- 
August  29- 
August  31 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 


—Gratis,  Ohio 

— Carleton,  Nebraska 

—Cheyenne,  Wyoming 

— Berean  Institute,  Manteca  Church  8:00  P.M. 
2— Lathrop   Sunday  School,  9:45  A.  M. 
2— Manteca  Church,  11:00  A.  M. 
2 — Fellowship  dinner,  Manteca,  12:30 
2— Stockton  Brethren  Church,  7:30  P.  M, 
3— Lathrop   Brethren   Church,   8:00   P.   M. 
4— District  W.  M.  S.  Stockton  Church  12  noon 
4— Manteca  Brethren  Church,  8:00  P.  M. 
9 — Tucson 

11— Mulvane,   Kansas 

12 — Mulvane,   Kansas 

13 — Fort    Scott,   Kansas 

14 — Fort  Scott,  Kansas   (tentative) 

16 — Waterloo,  Iowa 


Beginning  September  27,  Bischof  will  visit  the  South- 
east District  churches.  Bea  and  Barbara  will  not  accom- 
pany him  on  these  trips;,  they  will  remain  in  Ashland. 


THE  TIME  HAS  COME  — 

EACH  YEAR,  for  some  time  now,  our  missionary  pro- 
gram has  been  expanding  and  developing;  and  this 
year  we  have  a  program  of  which  we  may  really  be  just 
proud. 

Recently  we  have  sent  a  new  missionary  couple  to 
Nigeria  (the  Shanks);  after  the  first  of  the  year,  the 
Bischofs — accompanied  by  a  new  little  B,  will  be  return- 
ing to  the  field  from  a  year's  furlough;  two  new  mission- 
ary couples — Rowseys  and  Krafts — will  be  leaving  for 
Argentina  and  Nigeria,  early  next  spring;  and  other 
iyoung  couples  are  preparing  for  these  fields. 
I  Our  home  program  is  equally  characterized  by  activity 
'and  challenging  plans.  At  Sarasota  a  full-time  pastor 
Will  begin  serving  the  new  church  on  September  1.  Plans 
'are  also  under  way  to  begin  building  there  in  the  coming 
jmonths. 

I  Tremendous  progress  in  construction  has  been  made 
lat  Lost  Creek  this  year  and  should  soon  present  a  new 
look  to  the  Riverside  Christian  Training  School. 

A  parsonage  was  purchased  this  past  year  for  the 
Newark  pastor,  and  the  entire  program  at  Newark  is 
beginning  to  get  on  a  solid  footing. 

,  At  Tucson,  Arizona,  where  the  five-year-old  church 
already    grown    to    the    place    that    building   enlargement 


became  mandatory,  this  expansion  has  been  accomplished 
by  the  church  itself,  with  the  Board  required  to  give  only 
its  consent  to  the  undertaking. 

Many  more  details  might  be  given  on  these  projects, 
and  other  projects  might  be  enumerated.  Suffice  it  to  say 
— our  program  has  enlarged  appreciably  and  is  the  best 
it  has   been  yet. 

At  one  time  criticism  of  our  missionary  program  was 
expressed  by  some,  stating  that  not  enough  was  being 
done.  Perhaps  the  criticism  was  justifiable  then,  but  it 
would  not  be  now.  We  are  accomplishing  great  things 
with  what  we  have,  but  if  we  are  to  continue  growing, 
WE  MUST  HAVE  MORE. 

For  those  who  have  advocated  greater  help  to  Lost 
Creek,  we  call  attention  to  the  almost  $40,000  spent 
there  during  the  past  year — using  up  our  home  mission 
reserves  and  requiring  the  borrowing  of  funds  to  put  the 
classroom  building  into  usable  condition.  Now  is  the 
time  to  show  our  approval  of  the  work  being  done  by 
GIVING  LIBERALLY  to  its  support. 

We  are  unanimous  in  our  approval  of  the  plans  to  send 
more  new  missionaries  to  Argentina  and  to  Nigeria;  we 
all  agree  on  the  wisdom  of  preparing  cadidates  to  keep 
the  supply  of  workers  flowing.  We  realize  that  all  this 
takes  outfits,  transportation,  salaries,  medical  fees,  build- 
ings, cars,  and  other  items  too  numerous  to  mention. 
And  these  things  cost  large  sums  of  money.  Right  now 
we  need  generous  offerings  from  churches  and  individuals 
to  support  this  work. 

We  have  a  wonderful,  growing  program,  with  unlimited 
opportunities  to  serve  HIM. 

HOW    SHALL   WE    USE   THEM? 


STRANGE  NEW  WAYS 

(Taken  from  American  Leprosy  Missions,  Inc.) 

"My  first  wife  died  when  our  child  was  born,"  said 
Timawua  of  Garkida,  Nigei-ia.  "When  I  think  of  her,  I 
am  filled  with  remorse,  for  I  was  often  cruel  to  her.  Then 
I  got  a  new  wife.  Many  times  I  was  unkind  to  her  too. 
If  she  passed  me  when  I  was  eating  my  food,  it  made 
me  angry. 

"In  our  prayer  group  we  began  talking  about  making 
our  homes  Christian.  For  the  first  time,  I  longed  to  share 
my  thoughts  vdth  Walabuma,  my  wife,  and  have  prayer 
with  her,  but  I  didn't  know  how  to  do  it. 

"Finally  I  asked  one  of  the  other  Christian  men  to 
bring  his  wife  to  our  house  so  the  four  of  us  could  sit 
and  talk.  It  seemed  very  strange  at  first.  It  was  so  dif- 
ferent from  our  African  way.  I  thank  God  I  have  ovex*- 
come  my  old  prejudices.  Now,  my  wife  and  T  have  sweet 
Christian  fellowship  together." 


PAGE  EIGHT 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


iMODERATOR'S  ADDRESS 

68th  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 


year  we  showed  a  loss  of  307  mem- 
bers due  to  roll  revisions,  of  the  to- 
tal loss  of  856.  The  largest  gain  in 
any  Church  was  a  net  increase  of  39 
at  New  Lebanon.  52  Churches  showed 
an  increase  with  32  a  decrease,  and 
20  reporting  the  same  membership. 
This  loss  of  roll  revision  took  place 
largely  in  the  Southeastern  District 
where  one  Church  reported  a  mem- 
bership of  440  two  years  ago  and  last 
year  120.  In  other  words  they  took 
off  more  members  than  they  retained 
on  the  rolls. 

The  total  loss  in  roll  revisions  alone 
since  1944  stands  at  6126  or  an  av- 
erage of  510  per  year.  Is  it  possible 
that  any  Church  has  been  so  care- 
less with  membership  rolls  to  find 
that  suddenly  they  have  so  many 
that  do  not  belong.  Or  is  it  that  these 
have  been  placed  on  an  inactive  roll 
and  then  reported  as  loss  by  roll  re- 
vision ?  I  recall  that  some  years  ago 
Conference  voted  that  every  Church 
report  their  entire  book  membership. 

We  spend  thousands  of  dollars  to 
get  folks  into  the  Church.  But  how 
much  do  we  spend  to  get  the  inactive 
to  become  active  ?  In  many  cases  all 
we  do  is  to  take  their  names  from 
the  roll.  I  firmly  believe  that  no 
Church  has  the  right  to  remove 
names  until  that  Church  has  done 
everything  to  reclaim  them.  And  tell 
me,  what  Church  has  done  this? 
Sure,  remove  those  who  die  or  join 
other  Churches  or  request  withdraw- 
al. But  also,  do  everything  possible 
to  reenlist  the  inactive.  Again,  no 
person's  name  should  be  removed 
without  consulting  the  person.  To 
simply  write  a  letter  instead  of  mak- 
ing a  visit  is  to  show  a  lazy  attitude. 
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I  have  seen  folks  active  under  my 
ministry  who  were  inactive  under  the 
former  Pastorate.  And  I  have  seen 
inactive  folks  under  my  ministry  be- 
come active  under  the  Pastor  who  fol- 
lowed me.  What  if  these  names  had 
been  removed  during  the  time  they 
were  inactive  ? 

Dwindling  Attendance  at 
Communion,  Evening  Ser- 
vice, prayer  -  meeting  and 
revival. 

III.  In  the  third  weakness  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  where  we  are  be- 
coming too  much  like  other  peoples, 
I  will  classify  several  into  one  para- 
graph, even  though  each  demands 
separate  consideration.  I  refer  to  our 
dwindling  attendance  at  Communion, 
Evening  Service,  Prayer  Meeting  and 
Revival.  And  this  is  true  in  Churches 
where  the  membership,  Sunday  School 
and  morning  worship  services  have 
increased.  There  was  a  time  when 
Brethren  drove  miles  with  the  horse 
and  buggy  to  attend  communion  and 
revival.  Once  the  Prayer  Meeting  was 
the  dynamo  of  the  Church.  When  did 
it  lose  that  power  in  the  Brethren 
Church  ?  Even  many  full  -  time 
Churches  do  not  feel  the  need  of 
prayer  meetings.  And  in  many  places 
where  they  do  have  prayer  meeting 
the  attendance  does  not  indicate  very 
much  life. 

IF  we  are  growing  spiritually  one 
would  think  these  services  would  be 
on  an  increase.  Are  we  losing  our 
distinctive  Brethren  beliefs?  If  we 
Brethren  do  not  attend  these  services 
how  can  we  hope  to  impress  on  oth- 
ers that  the  Brethren  Church  is  dif- 
ferent. Do  we  not  too  often  have  to 
confess  that  we  are  much  like  other 
people  ? 

Lack  of  United  Families 
belonging    to   same  Church. 

IV.  We  have  also  seen  a  lack  of 
united  families  all  belonging  to  the 
same  Church.  There  was  a  time  when 
the  entire  family  was  Brethren.  And 
they  went  to  Church  as  families.  To- 
day, many  Churches  do  not  average 
two  to  a  family.  While  in  Elkhart  it 
required  550  letters  to  reach  the  en- 
tire membership  of  less  than  a  thou- 
sand. In  Louisville,  with  a  member- 
ship of  300  plus,  it  requires  155  let- 
ters to  reach  the  membership.  A  di- 
vided family  is  not  the  ideal  situa- 
tion in  any  Chui'ch.  This  may  account 
in   part  for  the   divorce   problem. 

NOW,  may  I  suggest  some  help- 
ful ways  to  meet  these  problems.  We 


do  well  to  invite  outside  men  in  to 
conduct  our  Evangelistic  campaigns. 
Why  not  spend  at  least  a  week  of 
this  time  with  definite  emphasis  on 
the  inactive  of  the  Church.  Every  ac- 
tive member  ought  to  call  upon  ev- 
ery inactive  member  some  time  be- 
fore the  campaign.  Then  let  the  Evan- 
gelist and  Pastor  follow  these  calls. 
Every  inactive  member  needs  to  know 
that  the  Church  is  definitely  inter- 
ested in  their  spiritual  lives.  They 
also  need  to  know  that  the  Church 
expects  some  activity  from  them. 
Why  not  reestablish  the  custom  of 
the  Deacon  Board  calling  upon  each 
family  before  Communion?  At  least 
these  calls  ought  to  be  made  on  the 
folks  not  attending  Church.  We  could  | 
do  well  in  spending  at  least  a  week's! 
efforts  in  trying  to  unite  families.! 
Let  that  be  the  slogan  and  let  the' 
families  know  the  purpose  of  the  I 
campaign.  \ 

B.  Lack  of  real  Christian  love,     i 

NOW  having  revealed  the  fact  that! 
we  lack  enthusiasm  to  carry  out  ouri 
Golden  Doctrine,  let  me  also  reveal 
the  fact  that  back  of  all  this  is  i' 
lack  of  real  love  for  Christ  and  thei 
Church.  Therefore,  whatever  enthu- 
siasm we  may  have  must  be  controllec! 
by  real  love.  "For  God  so  loved'ij 
must  also  be  our  motive.  Let  it  h(\ 
said  of  us,  "for  the  Brethren  Churcl! 
so  loved."  Love  must  be  the  basi;ji 
of  all  we  undertake  to  do  for  Christ  ] 
With  this  kind  of  love  we  can  buildj  i 
Without   it    our    building    will    be    ii! 

vain.  : 

I 

On   local  level.   The   Churcl' 

I.  First  we  lack  love  for  one  anothj 
er    on    the    local    level.    We  have   to  j 
many      up's      and      down's      in      ouj 
Churches.  Too  many  inactive  period  I 
and   too   many  quarrels.   We  act  likj 
kids  when  it  comes   to  having  spatj 
but  we  act  like  immatui'e  adults  whej 
it  comes   to  forgiveness.   In  the  eigh! 
Churches    I    have    served    as    Paste 
I   have    examined   the   growth   in  a 
tendance  as  far  back  as  I  could  gatll 
er  the   records.   In   only  one,   name)! 
Louisville,    has    there    been   a    steac 
growth    each    year.   Since    1947   thej; 
has  been  a  slight  growth  each  yea' 
I    do    not   have    the    records    furthij 
back.  True,  it  was  but  a  slight  gai ' 
but   it  was   in   the   right   direction.  | 
realize     there     are     local     conditio)  I 
where  this  cannot  always  take  plac 
but  each  Church  ought  to  show  soij| 
growth  throughout  a  period  of  yeail 
The  lack  of  growth  has  not  been    ; 


AUGUST  18,  1956 


PAGE  NINE 


|much  because  of  lack  of  opportunity 
jbut  too  often  due  to  misunderstand- 
[ings  between  Brethren.  Notice,  I  said, 
"between  Brethren." 

And  the  sad  part  is  that  too  often 
the  Minister  is  the  one  over  which 
|the  difference  arises.  He  who  should 
[have  been  the  one  to  unite  his  peo- 
^ple  often  becomes  the  subject  of  the 
differences. 

Sometimes  the  Pastor  is  at  fault. 
Sometimes  it  is  due  to  disgruntled 
members  who  cannot  get  along  with 
any  Pastor.  Just  about  the  time  a 
Pastor  knows  his  people  and  his  field 
and  how  to  solve  the  problems,  some- 
one gets  the  idea  it  is  time  to  move. 
And  they  keep  up  their  opposition 
with  a  spirit  of  ill  will  until  the  Pas- 
tor is  forced  to  leave  in  order  to  keep 
the  Church  together.  I  do  not  mean 
there  may  come  a  time  when  it  is 
much  better  for  a  Pastor  ta  resign. 
He  ought  to  have  enough  grace  and 
wisdom  to  know  when  such  a  situa- 
tion arises.  He  must  not  consider 
his  own  wishes  but  the  best  interests 
of  his  people  and  the  harmony  of  the 
Church.  God  will  guide  any  Pastor 
or  people  who  honestly  and  sincerely 
seek  His  leading. 

But  as  long  as  a  Pastor  is  sound 
in  his  teaching,  true  to  Brethren 
ideals  and  creed,  clean  in  his  living 
before  his  people,  and  the  Church  is 
making  growth  there  certainly  should 
be  no  need  of  changing  Pastors. 

Love  for  the  denomination  and  de- 
nominational interests  must  be  fore- 
most on  the  part  of  the  Pastor  and 
his  people.  A  Pastor  who  preaches 
any  other  doctrine  than  that  which 
his  denomination  holds,  must  expect 
some  opposition.  If  he  does  not  in- 
tend to  conform  to  the  doctrines  of 
his  denomination  nor  support  whole- 
heartedly the  interests  of  his  Church 
he  ought  to  have  enough  judgment 
to  resign.  No  Pastor  can  afford  to 
tear  apart  his  Church  nor  cause  di- 
vision in  his  denomination.  Such  a 
person  needs  to  study  Hebrews  13:7. 

Lack  of  love  for  Denomina- 
tion 

Having  covered  somewhat  briefly 
our  love  on  the  local  level  let  us  now 
pass  to  a  love  for  the  denomination 
of  which  we  are  all  a  part.  Every 
denomination  has  certain  denomina- 
tional interests  of  which  the  local 
Church  needs  be  a  part. 

Education 

1.  The  first  of  these  I  would  men- 


tion in  our  own  beloved  Church  is 
Ashland  College  and  Seminary.  We 
can  indeed  be  thankful  that  our  Col- 
lege has  made  great  strides  in  the 
past  years.  And  this  progress  has 
been  made  in  spite  of  the  opposition 
or  lack  of  enthusiasm  of  some  of  our 
Pastors  and  people.  Some  are  doing 
more  for  other  schools  with  pupils, 
gifts  and  enthusiasm  than  for  our 
own  school. 

These  forget  that  the  Brethren 
Church  cannot  be  any  stronger  than 
the  school  that  trains  her  Ministers. 
Thank  God,  we  do  have  some  very 
fine  Ministers  not  trained  in  our  own 
College  who  are  doing  a  fine  work. 
Yet,  many  of  those  who  have  caused 
trouble  in  the  Church  have  been  grad- 
uates of  other  schools.  Ashland  Col- 
lege has  made  mistakes.  Ashland 
College  is  not  perfect.  But  who  turns 
a  Church  down  because  she  is  not 
perfect?  Ashland  College  ought  to  be 
the  school  where  Brethren  Ministers 
and  Brethren  Missionaries  get  their 
training.  Ashland  can  be  just  as 
strong  as  the  students  we  send  to 
these  halls.  If  other  denominations 
send  their  children  to  Ashland  while 
Brethren  send  their  children  else- 
where, how  can  we  ever  hope  to  re- 
tain Brethren  ideals.  And  so  as  Dr. 
J.  Allen  Miller  often  said,  "We  need 
the  best  the  Church  can  offer." 

Needy 

2.  In  the  second  place  we  need 
greater  love  and  loyalty  for  the  meth- 
ods the  Brethren  Church  is  using  to 
care  for  her  needy.  The  Brethren's 
Home  at  Flora  will  have  to  be  sup- 
ported yearly.  The  home  can  hardly 
become  self-supporting.  The  Breth- 
ren's Home  is  in  its  best  condition 
since  the  erection  of  the  present 
building.  The  present  Superintendent 
and  Matron  ai'e  doing  a  fine  job.  They 
have  sufficient  help  and  the  needs 
of  the  members  are  being  met.  How- 
ever, all  this  costs  extra  money  and 
the  Board  is  in  need  of  the  best  fi- 
nancial  help   the  Churches   can   give. 

The  denomination  made  some  prog- 
ress when  she  adopted  the  pension 
plan.  And  in  time  the  Minister's 
Funcf  will  no  more  be  needed.  But  the 
next  few  years  will  be  the  hardest 
years  because  of  those  who  were  too 
old  to  enter  the  Pension  plan.  For 
years  the  Minister's  have  been  ask- 
ing for  some  insurance  plan.  Now, 
since  we  have  the  best  that  can  be 
offered,  they  do  not  seem  to  be  con- 
cerned. Every  Minister  who  can  ought 


to  take  advantage  of  this  Church 
plan.  Social  Security  will  not  be 
enough.  If  I  had  to  take  my  choice 
I  would  join  the  pension  plan  of  the 
Church. 

Printing 

3.  A  growing  denomination  has  its 
own  Publishing  Board  and  plant. 
Here  too  progress  has  been  made. 
And  we  can  all  hasten  the  time  when 
the  Board  will  not  need  to  ask  the 
denomination  for  special  offerings. 
As  soon  as  evei-y  Brethren  Church  uses 
all  Bi'ethren  literature  available,  or- 
ders material  from  them  and  sends  job 
work  that  much  sooner  can  the  Pub- 
lishing Company  become  more  self- 
supporting.  I  would  be  in  favor  of 
raising  the  subscription  price  of  The 
Brethren  Evangelist,  and  the  Sunday 
School  Quarterlies  sufficiently  that 
if  by  that  method  we  could  do  away 
with   the   special  yearly   offering. 

But  until  such  a  plan  can  be  worked 
out  we  need  to  give  our  best  support. 
The  Brethren  Evangelist  ought  to  be 
placed  onj  the  budget  of  every  Church 
and  sent  to  every  family.  If  75%  of 
our  Churches  would  do  this  what  a 
boost  it  would  give  to  the  denomina- 
tion as  well  as  to  the  local  Church 
and    the    Publishing    Company. 

Training 

4.  The  Sunday  School  Board  has 
made  great  progress.  We  need  to  sup- 
port the  Camp  program  with  even 
greater  zeal.  In  a  few  Camps  last 
year  there  was  a  decrease  in  atten- 
dance. This  should  not  be.  We  must 
keep  the  Camp  work  fresh,  challeng- 
ing and  growing. 

The  Sunday  School  Secretary  did 
a  wondei'ful  work  on  the  local  level. 
The  Moderator  expresses  with  great 
regret  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Shultz 
and  it  is  his  hope  the  Board  will  be 
able  to  get  someone  to  take  his  place. 
Every  Sunday  School  needs  the  type 
program  he  gave.  We  all  need  to  be 
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challenged  to  meet  the  growing  needs 
of  the  Sunday  School.  The  Board 
can  only  retain  the  services  of  such 
a  seci-etary  as  we  support  the  work. 

Youth 

5.  The  Youth  work  has  indeed  been 
encouraging.  The  only  damper  we 
have  placed  on  their  work  is  lack  of 
money  to  carry  on  an  aggressive  pro- 
gram. If  every  Brethren  Church 
would  place  the  youth  work  on  their 
local  budget,  youth  could  continue 
to  go  places. 

NOW,  in  the  •above  loyalties  we 
could  give  greater  help  if  all  lo- 
cal Churches  would  adopt  the  bud- 
get system  for  Benevolences.  Every 
Church  ought  to  sponsor  a  drive  in 
Stewardship  and  Tithing.  It  would 
pay  rich  dividends.  And  each  Church 
ought  to  make  an  effort  to  bring 
their  Benevolent  giving  up  on  a  level 
with  their  local  giving.  In  fact  this 
is  one  of  the  best  methods  of  bring- 
ing the  local  giving  up  to  par  as  well 
as  carrying  on  an  aggressive  denom- 
inational program.  Yet,  on  each  day 
appointed  for  the  denominational  of- 
fering, opportunity  ought  to  be  given 
for  those  who  do  not  use  the  ben- 
evolent side  of  their  envelopes  or  for 
those  who  might  have  an  extra  tithe 
for  the  Lord.  In  this  way  they  still 
have  opportunity  to  give  to  a  cause 
of  their  special  liking.  People  ought 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  give  to 
any  cause  above  the  budgeted  part. 

Lack  of  love  for  Others.  The 
World 

Love  for  others. 

We  are  not  only  to  love  the  Breth- 
ren. We  are  to  love  all  for  whom 
Christ  died.  He  came  to  heal  the  sick, 
not  the  well.  His  task  is  our  task. 
Hence,  Evangelism  and  as  well  as 
Revival  needs  to  be  stressed  anew 
in  the  Brethren  Church.  If  this  is 
not  done  there  will  come  a  time  when 
we  will  not  be  able  to  hold  our  own. 
If  revival  goes,  Evangelism  goes.  If 
Evangelism   goes,   Revival    goes. 

a.  Evangelism 

Evangelism  has  three  aspects. 
Teaching  Evangelism  done  in  our 
Sunday  Schools  and  special  train- 
ing classes.  These  we  must  continue 
to  encourage.  Then  there  is  personal 
evangelism,  which  simply  means,  that 
every  saved  person  will  tell  another 
unsaved  person.  It  means  going  from 
house  to  house  with  the  Gospel.  Je- 
sus again  and  again  by  example  and 


precept  taught  this  method.  And  one 
of  the  reasons  we  have  so  often  failed 
in  mass  evangelism  is  because  we 
have  failed  in  personal  evangelism. 
The  third,  of  course,  is  mass  evan- 
gelism. We  are  seeing  again  some 
success  along  this  line.  Mass  Evan- 
gelism was  employed  in  the  Old 
Testament.  The  story  of  Jonah  is  one 
of  the  best  examples.  It  was  also 
approved  in  the  New  Testament  by 
Jesus  and  His  followers.  Jesus 
preached  to  the  multitude.  Stephen 
and  Philip  preached  to  the  multitude. 
In  fact  all  three  of  these  methods 
must  be  used  in  a  growing  church. 
Neglect  any  one  and  the  Church  will 
lose  in  proportion.  Every  Church 
ought  to  have  a  revival  each  year  in 
which  they  endeavor  to  win  the  in- 
active to  activity  and  challenge  the 
active  to  new  life  as  they  witness. 
And  every  Church  ought  to  have  an 
Evangelistic  campaign  following  a 
personal  house  to  house  campaign.  In 
fact  we  are  living  in  a  day  when 
we  must  take  advantage  of  every 
opportunity  at  our  disposal  to  win 
men  to  Christ  and  build  the  Church. 

b.  Missions 

This  love  must  also  be  shown  in 
Missions.  That  is,  we  must  love  the 
whole  world.  It  is  best  not  to  sep- 
arate Home  and  Foreign  Missions. 
They  are  separated  only  geograph- 
ically. Spiritually  the  field  is  one. 
And  how  we  have  failed  here  the 
past  ten  years. 

We  should  have  erected  a  new 
Church  every  year.  We  used  the  ex- 
cuse too  long  that  we  did  not  have 
Ministers  to  start  new  Churches.  We 
are  just  beginning  to  see  that  when 
we  have  the  Churches  we  will  get  the 
Ministers. 

The  Mission  Board  has  challenged 
us  anew  through  the  Ten  Dollar  Club 
to  build  new  Churches.  And  where  is 


there  a  faithful  Brethren  who  would 
object  to  give  Ten  Dollars  every  year 
to  build  a  new  Church?  In  fact,  IF 
we  were  faithful  in  our  Stewardship, 
we  would  challenge  the  Mission 
Board  to  erect  five  new  Churches 
every  year.  All  we  need  to  do  is  prac- 
tise   faithful     stewardship. 

When  it  comes  to  foreign  missions, 
may  I  say,  I  hope,  without  too  much 
criticism,  that  we  have  only  beer 
playing  at  Missions.  We  are  just  be- 
ginning to  get  our  eyes  open  to  the 
waiting  harvest. 

In  the  "Church  Life"  magazine  in 
the  January  1955  issue  there  ap- 
peared an  article  every  Brethrer 
ought  to  read.  The  article  written  bj 
Fred  Jarvis  was  entitled,  "The  Crime 
of  the  Century."  Jarvis  is  not  a  mis- 
sionary but  the  foreign  correspond- 
ent for  a  religious  magazine.  It  is  a 
very  blunt  but  to  the  point  article. 

He  raises  the  question:  "If  yoi 
were  asked  what  is  the  crime  of  the^ 
century  what  would  be  your  answer  1 
Would  it  be  the  wars  we  have  fought; 
Would  it  be  the  waste  of  the  Ameri-i 
can  people:  Would  it  be  the  neglecl 
and  breakdown  of  the  American  home  1 
Would  it  be  the  sweep  of  Commu- 
nism over  the  world?" 

Jarvis  says  it  is  a  much  more  se- 
rious crime.  It  is  the  crime  of  th«l 
murder  of  the  souls  of  men.  Then  he 
relates  the  story  of  how  the  mis- 
sionaries on  the  field  find  it  hard  t( 
understand  our  comfortable  positions 
here  in  the  face  of  the  millions  o: 
endless,  hopeless  souls  going  int( 
Christless  eternity.  This  not  becaus( 
they  want  to,  need  to  nor  cannot  b«j 
saved.  But  because  of  us  in  Amer- 
ica who  do  not  care. 

He  then  speaks  about  the  swea 
and  tears  and  fasting,  the  sacrificinj 
and  praying  of  our  missionaries  oi 
the  field.  Yet  we  in  America  are  in 
different,  unmoved,  unresponsive  t( 
the  millions  of  unloved,  unsought,  un 
told  and  unsaved. 

Billy  Graham  said  that  the  Churcli 
has  failed  the  heathen.  After  51 
generations  only  a  small  percentage 
have  ever  heard  the  Gospel.  Amerii 
can  Churches  give  $41.00  for  thei: 
own  work  as  against  $1.50  for  For 
eign  Missions. 

We  forget  that  we  are  debtors  ti 
the  least,  the  lost  and  the  last.  W 
forget  that  Christ  is  necessary  t 
ALL  or  He  is  not  necessary  at  all 
We  urge  our  missionaries  to  sacrii 
fice   abroad  but  we   seek  security  a 
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lome.  One  writer  has  said:  "If  more 
,j)f  us  were  abiding  in  Christ,  fewer 
J)f  us   would   be   abiding  in  America. 

i  more   of  us  had   the   love   of  God 

n  our  hearts,  we  would  be  sharing  it 

nore  with  others." 

Here  we  have  everything.  Lovely 
liomes,  plenty  of  nice  clothing  and 
'ood,  nice  comfortable  Churches, 
irhere  they  have  no  Bibles,  no  litera- 
Lure,  no  tracts  to  give  out.  There 
phey  have  no  Church  buildings.  They 
Dften  worship  in  shacks  we  would 
aot  use  for  our  cattle. 

Our  missionaries  have  to  often  re- 
turn either  because  of  broken  bodies 
or  to  stiii  us  to  activity.  These  mis- 
sionaries have  to  teach  school,  erect 
buildings,  repair  cars.  They  have  to 
do  a  thousand  things  because  we 
are  not  sending  them  enough  workers 
and  material.  We  ought  to  have  in 
every  mission  field,  carpenters  to 
teach  natives  to  build;  farmers  to 
teach  agriculture;  mechanics  to  teach 
them  to  repair;  school  teachers  to 
train   the    native  to    teach. 

You  talk  about  the  second  com- 
ing of  Christ.  Yet  millions  have  never 
heard  about  His  first  coming.  You 
talk  about  the  second  blessing.  Yet 
millions  have  never  heard  of  the  first 
blessing.  What  then  is  our  impera- 
tive in  the  Brethren  Church  if  we 
do  not  want  to  be  guilty  of  this  great 
crime?  Either  I  must  go  or  I  must 
find  a  substitute. 

Oswald  Smith  of  the  People's 
Church  in  Canada  felt  the  call  to  the 
Mission  field  in  his  early  life.  He 
went  from  field  to  field  always  with 
the  result  of  sickness  and  broken 
health.  Finally  discovering  that  he 
could  not  go  himself  he  proceeded 
to  get  substitutes.  This  he  did  through 
the  Church  he  now  serves.  He  started 
with  three  couples  until  he  reached 
300.  He  then  said  he  would  not  be 
satisfied  until  his  Church  supported 
500  Missionaries  on  the  field.  Did 
this  mission  giving  rob  his  local 
Church  of  finances  ?  During  all  these 
years  his  own  Church  has  grown  and 
grown.  In  fact  the  growth  has  been 
in  proportion  to  its  faith  in  missions. 

What  his  Church  has  done  every 
Brethren  Church  can  do  in  propor- 
tion. The  trouble  is  we  $3500.00  sal- 
aried preachers  think  we  rob  our  own 
Church,  if  we  become  too  missionary- 
minded.  If  we  only  knew  that  the 
telling  of  the  Gospel  whether  home 
or  abroad   always   brings   success   on 


the  local  level.  If  one  church  can  sup- 
port over  300  missionaries  and  yet 
grow  locally,  cannot  every  Brethren 
Church  support  at  least  one  ?  At  least 
we  ought  to  average  that  number. 

The  Brethren  Church  is  just  going 
to  have  to  get  ready  for  the  new  op- 
portunities in  our  two  mission  fields. 
We  cannot  play  at  missions  any  long- 
er if  we  are  to  take  the  Gospel  to  the 
70,000  Higi.  We  cannot  play  at  mis- 
sions any  longer  if  we  are  to  grow 
in  South  America.  It  will  call  for 
some  more  missionaries.  We  are  hap- 
py that  the  youth  are  accepting  the 
challenge.  It  will  therefore  call  for 
many,  many  thousands  of  dollars.  Will 
we  as  layity  and  ministers  at  home 
hear  the  call  of  the  future  ? 

Parents,  are  you  willing  to  send 
your  children?  Christians,  are  you 
willing  to  send  a  substitute?  to  rep- 
resent you?  This  substitute  does  not 
necessarily  need  to  be  an  American. 
It  might  be  the  support  of  a  Higi. 
True,  the  easiest  way  is  to  send  a 
substitute.  But  it  may  be  the  only 
way  left  open  for  most  of  us.  And 
it  is  the  one  thing  we  can  do.  It  may 
be  our  Nineveh. 

Jarvis  said:  "If  more  of  our  peo- 
ple were  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost 
more   would   be   filled   with  the   Holy 


Go.  Ah,  as  Brethren  people  we  better 
be  soul  stricken  NOW  than  to  be 
conscious  stricken  in  heaven.  The  sel- 
fish withholding  of  Christ  to  the  Higi 
or  South  American  will  be  nothing 
less  than  sin  laid  at  our  door.  And 
in  that  state  the  Brethren  Church 
will  not  prosper. 

To  ask  God  for  revival  without  re- 
penting is  an  insult  to  God.  To  ask 
God  for  the  conversion  of  the  heath- 
en and  then  withhold  our  Tithe  is 
gross  sin.  To  withhold  our  lives  from 
the  Church  while  millions  are  dying 
without  Christ  is  a  height  of  sin  and 
folly. 

If  we  are  to  build  for  God  we  must 
build  the  local  Church.  And  when  the 
local  Church  is  strong  the  denomina- 
tion will  be  strong.  But  the  local 
Church  cannot  be  strong  apart  from 
the  denomination.  Brethren,  let  us 
BUILD  for  the  Lord. 

Louisville,  Ohio. 

(Presented  to  the  68th  General 
Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church, 
assembled  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  August 
13-19,  1956.) 


Be  ye  doers  of  the  Word, 

ar]d  not  hearers  orily. 
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Studius 


WHEN    OUR   SAVIOR   RETURNS 

We    are    looking   for    the    moment    of  our    Savior's    swift 
return, 
And  we  know  it's  fast  approaching  every  hour, 
When  the  Holy  Ghost  is  lifted  and  this  great  terrestrial 
ball 
Is  submitted  to  the  devil's  demon  power. 
And  we  know  that  in   that  moment,   in   the  twinkling   of 
an  eye. 
Not  a  soul   on  earth   will   know  till  it's  done. 
Just  the   flicker   of  an   eye   lash   any  moment,   any  hour. 
And    He    will    have    in    that   moment    come   and    gone. 

Just   a   fraction   of   a    second   and   the   door   will    then  be 
closed, 
Barring   every   soul   from  Heaven   then   for   aye. 
Nevermoi'e  will  God's  great  mercy  and  His  great  protect- 
ing love 
Overshadow  erring  children  day  by  day, 
For  to  those  who  have  then  missed  it  and  to  those  who 
have  come  short 
Of  the  only  way  to   Heaven  ever  won. 
It  will  be  a  time  of  horror,  when  they  sense  that  Jesus 
loved  them, 
But  had  within   a   moment   come   and   gone! 

Oh,  could  I  but  draw  still  nearer  to  my  Savior  and  my 
Lord, 

Pressing  closer,  ever  closer,  every  day; 
Till  His  love  should  like  a  magnet,  draw  me  upward  to 
His  side; 

Nevermore,   then,   from  His   presence   e'er   to   stray. 
Just  to  live  for  Jesus  only,  every  minute,  evei'y  hour. 

Just  to  work  for  Him  until  the  time  is  come; 
Not  to  slacken  in  my  efforts  for  a  fraction  of  a  second. 

For  He   may   have,   in   that  minute,   come   and   gone. 

— Paula   Gage. 

CHRIST  IS  COMING  BACK  to  take  His  own  to  a  pre- 
pared place  (John  14:2,  3).  His  coming  will  be  per- 
sonal, visible,  and  bodily  as  when  He  went  away  (Acts 
1:11;  Rev.  1:2).  He  is  coming  to  be  glorified  in  His 
saints  (2  Thess.  1:10).  His  saints  will  also  be  glorified 
in  Him  when  He  comes  (Col.  3:3,  4;  John  17:24).  This 
miraculous  event  will  be  brought  about  by  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  dead  saints  and  the  translation  of  the  living 
saints  (1  Thess.  4:14-18;  1  Cor.  15:51-53).  The  resurrec- 
tion bodies  of  the  saints  will  be  suited  to  their  redeemed 
spirits  and  conform  to  the  body  of  Christ's  glory  (1  Cor. 
15:35-44);    Phil.   3:20). 

"This   body  is  my  house — it  is  not  I; 

Herein  I   sojourn  till,  in  some  far  sky, 

I  lease  a  fairer  dwelling,  built  to  last 

Till  all  the  time  of  cai-pentry  is  past"   (2  Cor.  5:1). 


The  saints  will  have  to  give  an  accounting  of  theii} 
stewardship  of  life  when  Jesus  comes  (2  Cor.  5:10;  Rev, 
22:12).  After  the  rapture  of  the  saints  comes  the  grealij 
tribulation  on  earth  (Matt.  24:21,22;  Jer.  30:7).  Israel'sll 
repentance  and  restoration  will  occur  at  the  end  of  thtij 
tribulation  when  Jesus  comes  with  His  saints  to  earth! 
(Zech.  12:10,  11;  Rom.  2:25;  Jer.  23:78).  The  two  stagesij 
of  Christ's  coming — the  rapture  or  coming  FOR  His 
saints,  and  the  revelation  or  coming  WITH  His  saints- 
are  indicated  in  Scripture  (1  Thess.  4:17;  Zech.  14:15; 
Jude   14,  15).  j 

The  exact  time  of  Christ's  return  is  known  only  to  the! 
Father  (Matt.  25:13;  Mark  13:32).  The  New  Testamenlj 
signs  of  Christ's  return  are  that  the  time  is  imminent] 
(1  Tim.  4:1;  2  Tim.  4:1;  2  Tim.  3:1-5;  Luke  21:25-28), j 
The  saints  of  every  generation  are  taught  to  be  in  readii 
ness  for  His  coming  (Luke  21:36;  Matt.  24:44;  Titus' 
2:12,  13).  The  Christian's  attitude  toward  this  event 
should  be  a  joyful  anticipation  (2  Tim.  4:12;  Heb.  9:28)  < 

After  the  revelation  Christ  will  establish  His  earthljj 
kingdom  (Dan.  2:44;  Psalm  72:11;  Rev.  11:15).  His  reigr; 
will  be  that  of  peace  and  justice  (Isaiah  32:1;  Psalm  j 
72:2,  3,  7,  12).  The  saints  will  rule  and  reign  with  Christ  j 
(Rev.  3:21;  5:9,  10;  Rom.  8:17).  Meanwhile  the  saints! 
have  a  life  to  live  and  a  work  to  do  (Heb.  10:24,  25; 
Matt.  16:24-27;  Col.  3:2-4;  Phil.  4:4-5).  We  arei  still  ir 
the  day  of  grace  for  added  opportunity  (2  Peter  3:8,  9;j 
Rom.  2:4).  It  would  appear  that  the  unsaved  will  notl 
have  another  opportunity  for  salvation  after  the  revela-i 
tion  (2  Thess.  1:7-9).  We  are  told  that  there  will  be  aj 
new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  (2  Peter  3:10-13;  Rev 
21:1-5). 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  August  26,  1956 

STRENGTH  THROUGH  TRIAL 

Lesson:  James  1:2-18 

"GROW  IN  GRACE,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lortii 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ"  (II  Peter  3:18).  With  these 
words  Peter  would  remind  us  that  Spiritual  growth  is  es- 
sential for  the  Christian.  There  are  several  ways  th(! 
Christian  may  grow.  Trial,  or  testing,  is  one  of  them. 

James  wrote  to  Jewish  Christians  scattered  by  persecu- 
tion. He  wanted  them  to  understand  that  trial  is  God-per- 
mitted, and  God-purposed. 

In  the  midst  of  severe  testing  what  should  be  the  at- 
titude of  the  Christian  ?  "Count  it  all  joy."  How  strange  > 
Is  it  possible  to  be  filled  with  joy  when  body  and  soul  an' 
being'  racked  with  trouble  ?  Yes  it  is,  if  you  bear  in  mine 
that  out  of  the  trial  will  come  blessing. 

What  possible  good  can  trial  bring?  "Knowing  this 
that  the  trying  (trial)  of  your  faith  worketh,  patience.' 
And  the  work  of  patience  will  result  in  your  being  "fuUj: 
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leveloped  and  perfectly  equipped,  without  any  defects" 
1:4— Wms.). 

God  is  so  good  to  His  Children.  He  is  filled  with  good- 
less,  and  mercy,  and  love,  and  compassion.  Because  this 
s  so,  He  has  their  eternal  welfare  always  in  mind.  When 
ie  corrects  and  chastens  it  is  always  v/ith  love.  When  He 
)ermits  trial  and  testing  it  is  with  wisdom.  We  can  rest 
'ully  in  Him,  knowing  "that  all  things  go  on  working  to- 
gether for  the  good  of  those  who  keep  on  loving  God" 
Rom.  8:28— Wms.). 

Enduring  trial  and  temptation  is  not  easy.  It  does, 
lowever,  have  its  reward.  In  this  life,  as  was  pointed  out, 
t  produces  patience.  But  testing  that  is  endured  will  also 
produce  eternal  rewards  in  the  life  to  come.  "Blessed  is 
;he  man  that  endureth  temptation:  for  when  he  is  tried, 
le  shall  receive  the  crown  of  life,  which  the  Lord  hath 
)romised  to  them  that  love  Him." 

The  Crown  of  Life!  This  is  the  eternal  reward  God  has 
promised  to  every  faithful  Child  of  God  who  will  endure 
;he  testings  of  life.  No  wonder  the  Heroes  of  Faith  of 
i^esterday  were  willing  to  suffer  for  the  cause  of  Christ! 
rhey  could  say  with  Paul:  "For  our  light  affliction,  which 
s  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding 
md  eternal  weight  of  glory"  (II  Cor.  4:17). 

James  would  have  us  thoroughly  understand  the  nature 
)f  temptation  and  testing.  It  does  not  come  from  God!  It 
s,  however,  permitted  by  God.  There  is  a  great  difference. 
^  man  is  tempted  because  there  is  an  inward  response  to 
!vil.  James  says:  "Every  man  is  tempted  when  hei  is 
Irawn  away  of  his  own  lust,  and  enticed."  Rev.  Don  J. 
iCenyon  in  commenting  on  this  verse  says:  "Remember 
;hat  even  a  mouse  would  not  get  caught  if  it  didn't  like 
;heese!" 

"Uncle  Eb,  an  old  colored  preacher,  was  once  asked  by 
I  visitor  to  his  church  how  he  would  define  Christian  per- 
>everance    when    one    is    severely    tempted    and    tried. 

"  'Well,  sah,'  answered  Uncle  Eb,  scratching  his  gray 
lead  thoughtfully,  'it  means,  firstly,  to  take  hold;  second- 
y,  to  hold  on;  and  thirdly  and  lastly,  to  nebber  leave  go.'  " 
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JOHNS-RINGLEY.  Katherine  Marie  Johns  and  Frank 
Ervin  Ringley  were  united  in  holy  matrimony  at  the 
Brush  Valley  Brethren  Church  at  2:00  P.  M.,  Saturday, 
June  9.  After  the  double-ring  ceremony,  a  reception  was 
leld  in  the  West  Kittanning  Fire  Hall.  They  are  both 
nembers  of  this  church,  and  will  make  their  new  home 
^n  Massillon,   Ohio. 

David  L.  Rambsel. 

RIDELL-PHEASANT.  Betty  Louise  Ridell  and  Chal- 
ifier  E.  Pheasant,  both  of  the  Third  Brethren  Church 
3f  Johnstown,  Pa.,  were  united  in  marriage  at  the  home 
oi  the  bridegroom,  Johnstown,  Pa.  They  exchanged  vows 
in  a  double-ring  ceremony  on  Saturday  evening,  June 
30.  The  couple  will  reside  in  their  home  town.  A  cousin 
of  the   bridegroom   officiated. 

David  L.  Rambsel. 
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BAILEY.  Mrs.  Edith  Bailey,  wife  of  James  Bailey, 
member  of  the  Carleton  Brethren  Church,  died  suddenly, 
May  14,  1956,  through  an  accident  at  the  railroad  cross- 
ing in  Carleton.  Born  May  30,  1889.  Survived  by  hus- 
band, one  son  and  one  daughter,  4  grandsons  and  one 
sister.  Faithful  member  of  the  W.  M.  S.,  serving  as  a 
song  leader  for  many  years.  Funeral  services,  Carleton 
Brethren  Church,  by  the  undersigned. 

Claude   Stogsdill. 


LIVINGS.  Mrs.  Maude  Livings,  died  of  a  heart  attack, 
at  home,  Davenport,  Nebr.,  May  2,  1956,  aged  65.  Mar- 
ried to  Harry  Livings,  March  1924.  Survived  by  husband, 
two  sons,  one  granddaughter,  two  sisters  and  five  broth- 
ers. Member  of  the  Brethren  Church,  having  joined  in 
her  early  teens.  Funei'al  services,  Carleton  Brethren 
Church,  by  the  undersigned.  Interment  Davenport  cem- 
etery. 

Claude   Stogsdill. 


LEMON.  Mrs.  Amanda  Ruth  (Wolters)  Lemon,  Por- 
tis,  Kans.,  departed  this  life  July  14,  1956,  aged  65 
yrs.,  7  mo.,  3  days.  Married  to  Dell  G.  Lemon,  April 
17,  1910.  Member  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Survived  by 
husband,  two  sons,  three  brothers  and  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services.  Brethren  Church,  Portis,  Kans.,  by 
Rev.  J.  F.  Burton,  Mulvane,  Kans.,  with  Rev.  H.  H. 
Stewart  assisting.  Interment  in  Garrett  cemetery. 

J.  F.  Burton. 


HENDRIX.  Wright  Hendrix,  staunch  and  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Brethren  Church,  Burlington,  Ind.,  was  called 
home  to  be  with  the  Lord,  July  21,  1956.  Preceded  in 
death  by  his  wife,  Roxie,  two  years  ago.  Both  were 
well  known  throughout  the  brotherhood.  Mr.  Hendrix 
was  77  yrs.  of  age.  Sui-vived  by  daughter.  Funeral  ser- 
vice, Burlington  Brethren  Church,  July  24,  with  Elders 
Swihart,  Studebaker  and  Sibert  officiating.  Burial  in 
Burlington. 

Floyd  Sibert,  pastor. 


GALLAGHER.  Phyllis  Jean  Gallagher,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Tessie  Neisley,  was  born  March  27,  1919,  and 
God  called  her  home  June  26,  1956,  aged  37  years  and 
3  months,  save  one  day.  Faithful  member  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  having  been  baptized 
March  1933.  On  August  14,  1937  was  married  to  Jack 
Gallagher,  and  God  blessed  them  with  two  children, 
Charlotte  and  David,  both  now  at  home.  Survived  by 
husband,  children,  mother,  three  sisters,  and  two  broth- 
ers. Funeral  services  conducted  in  the  Church  by  her 
Pastor,  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  her  former  Pastor, 
the  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Adams.  Interment,  Pleasant  Hill, 
Ohio. 

William  H.  Anderson. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST: 


NEWS  FROM 


Phil   Lersch,  Youth  Director 


THE  FIRST  LEG  IS  OYER 

BUT  WE  ARE  SURE  there  will  be  more  ahead!  Frank- 
ly, this  heading  has  a  double  meaning.  It  is  true 
that  the  "first  leg"  of  the  Ambassador  Quartet  trip  is 
over.  But  we  also  are  pleased  to  inform  you  that  we  have 
had  more  than  our  first  "leg"  of  chicken.  This  we  like 
.  .  .  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  more  ahead  (hint). 

These  words  are  actually  being  written  on  August  5th 
in  the  James  Mackall  residence  on  Poplar  Avenue,  Vinco, 
Pennsylvania.  They,  and  the  Bill  Stevens  family,  are  car- 
ing for  us  during  our  visit  here.  The  enthusiastic  recep- 
tions given  us  at  Brush  Valley,  Vandergrift,  and  Pitts- 
burgh were  much  appreciated.  Brethren,  don't  ever  tell 
each  other  that  our  people  are  uninterested  in  what  is 
presented  to  them.  To  be  very  sure,  we  could  all  be  doing 
more,  but  thanks  to  you  folks  in  the  above  named 
churches,  and  to  Vinco  tonight,  for  your  welcome.  The 
Ambassadors  have  been  strengthened  in  their  mission  by 
being  with  you. 

But  enough  of  my  utterances.  I'll  bow  out  for  a  time 
so  the  other  three   quarters  of  the  songsters  may  speak. 

FIRST,  MARLIN  SPEAKS  .  .  .  "The  first  four  services 
are  over.  It  seems  like  the  first  ones  are  the  hardest.  We 
have  been  very  well  received  everywhere  we  have  gone. 
The  people  are  eager  to  hear  the  Word  of  God  and  the 
music.  We  have  had  good  ci-owds  in  spite  of  the  rain  and 
wind  (the  wind  at  Pittsburgh  just  about  blew  us  out  of 
the  state — but  the  folks  came  out).  It  has  been  a  bless- 
ing to  me  to  meet  these  wonderful  people  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  sure  do  know  how  to  cook.  We  have  had  three 
chicken  dinners  in  the  last  three  days,  which,  I  might 
add,  is  my  favorite  dish.  All  in  all  I  have  been  having 
a  wonderful  time  doing  the  Lord's  work,  and  I  am 
looking  forward  to  the  next  five  weeks  of  traveling." 

NEXT,  RAY  ADDS  .  .  .  "In  spite  of  all  the  storms,  we 
have  come  through  'hail  and  high  water'  without  a  scratch. 
The  Brethren  have  given  us  much  better  receptions  than 
the  weatherman.  I  hope  the  Gospel  of  peace  has  found 
the  way  into  the  hearts  of  those  we  have  contacted,  for 
this  is  the  main  purpose  of  the  trip." 

THEN,  CHUCK  .  .  .  "Gather  around  the  inevitable 
T.V.  and  we'll  have  a  'fireside  chat,'  so  common  to  many 
of  us  during  F.  D.  R.'s  administration.  Naturally  my 
report  is  a  good  one.  The  receptions  by  our  people  have 
been  warm  and  filling.  We  must  admit,  however  that  the 
elements  have  been  somewhat  contrary  to  the  arrival  of 
the  Ambassador  Quartet  in  several  Pennsylvania  cities. 
This,  I  trust,  is  no  reflection  upon  our  music.  As  a 
group,  and  we  always  include  Rolf,  we  are  much  encour- 
aged with  your  interest  in  this  project.  It  is  wonderful 
to  realize  that  we,  as  a  church,  can  reach  out  across  the 
ocean  in  our  witness  for  Christ.  Remember  that  we're  in 
this  together  and  your  prayers  are  needed.  Well,  T.  V. 


is  signing  off,  so  our  fireside  chat  will  close  with  it.  Ifj 
you  don't  recognize  us  this  conference  week,  it's  be-i 
cause  the  Pennsylvania  people  are  feeding  us  too  well. ! 
Why,  at  Vinco  we  even  had  to  roll  Marlin  to  the  ser-(i 
vice. 

"P.  S.  If  your  Geipnan  is  poor  'until  .  .  .  '  Auf  Wied-j{ 
ersehen,  Rolf,  help  me  out,  huh?"  { 

Now  this  is  Phil  back  again,  and  I  thank  my  friends ' 
for  these  preceding  words.  We  don't  have  any  more  word  { 
from  Rolf  right  now,  but  in  a  couple  of  weeks,  the  full 
report  of  his  summer's  work  in  Germany  will  be  pre-l 
sented.  Watch  for  it  and  other  news  items. 

TOMORROW  and  TOMORROW  and  TO  .  .  .  j 

the  HOWARDS  at  Armagh.  We'll  join  with  youngj 
people  from  Cambria  County  for  an  evening  of  sports, 
and  worship  tomorrow  night.  I'm  looking  forward  to  thali 
"grudge"  soft-ball  game,  but  even  more  to  the  vespers] 
conducted  by  Rev.  Stogsdill  and  more  of  the  outinji 
led  by  Walter  Wertz.  Let's  all  get  our  Brethren  Youttj 
together  in  Christian  fellowship  as  often  as  we  can  ir 
all  the  districts. 

CONCLUSION 

It  is  evident  from  what  we've  said  that  the  tour  hajij 
started  well,  and  for  that  we  give  thanks.  But  now 
sincerely  feel  that  some  sleep  would  benefit  our  entir<] 
cause  more  than  additional  words  typed  at  this  latij 
hour.  More  of  travels  and  plans  will  be  coming  nex  I 
week.  Goodbye! 


JANET  KING  marries  STANLEY  FO) 

KING-FOX.  Miss  Janet  Louise  King,  Louisville,  Ohi. 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Stanley  Fox,  Berlin  Height 
Ohio,  June  16th,  1956,  at  4:00  in  the  Brethren  Churcl 
Louisville,  Ohio.  The  reception  which  followed  was  he! 
in  the  E.  U.  B.  Church  parlors. 

The  first  part  of  the  service  was  conducted  by  Re 
Robert  Bischof.  After  giving  her  away,  the  Father,  Re 
L.  V.  King,  completed  the  service. 

Janet  graduated  from  Ashland  College.  She  taug' 
school  in  Ashland,  Elkhart,  Hillcrest,  Jos,  Nigeria  ai 
East  Canton,  Ohio. 

Stanley  is  a  graduate  of  Ashland  College  and  Bow 
ing  Green.  He  has  been  head  of  the  schools  at  Berl 
Heights. 

They  are  now  residing  in  Berlin  Heights,  Ohio,  whe 
Mr.   Fox  will   continue  to  supervise  school. 

L,  V.  King.  '. 
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by   Helen  Jordan 


3UR  BIBLE  SCHOOL  was  held  May  21  to  June  3. 
There  were  twenty-four  teachers  and  helpers  and 
Lev.  and  Mrs.  Tinkel.  Eighty  children  were  enrolled, 
'here  were  two  Pre-school  classes,  one  Primary,  one  Ju- 
ior  and  one  Junior  High  class.  The  chairman  had  planned 
t  so  thoroughly,  but  was  only  able  to  be  present  twice, 
s  she  was  moving  to  a  distant  city. 

It  was  thrilling  and  encouraging  to  see  the  children 
nth.  their  bright  and  happy  faces,  marching  into  the 
Luditorium  for  the  opening  exercises.  This  included  two 
ongs,  the  Pledges  to  the  American  flag,  the  Christian 
lag  and  the  Bible.  When  the  prayer  song  was  sung  and 
irayer  given,  hands  were  folded  and  heads  reverently 
owed.  The  offering  was  given  as  they  went  to  their 
lasses. 


The  children  were  eager  and  anxious  to  hear  the  Bible 
stories  and  to  learn  memory  verses  that  were  required 
each  day.  They  made  many  different  things  in  hand-craft 
each  morning.  Colored  movies  were  taken  of  the  different 
groups  at  work. 

All  came  back  to  the  auditorium  for  dismissal,  then 
marched  out  in  order,  ready  to  go  home  and  plan  to  be 
back  the  next  morning. 

The  last  day  a  picnic  was  held  in  the  church  basement. 

On  Sunday  evening,  June  3,  "Adventurama,"  the  D.  V. 
B.  S.  program,  was  given  and  the  work  of  the  two  weeks 
was  exhibited  and  the  movies  were  shown. 

Fifty-two  had  a  perfect  attendance  record  and  four- 
teen missed  only  one  day,  making  an  average  daily  at- 
tendance of  eighty-three. 

The  teachings  of  this  Bible  School  should  follow  these 
children  throughout  their  entire  lives  and  reach  farther 
than  one  might  realize.  In  Isaiah  11:6  we  read  "and  a 
little  child  shall  lead  them."  It  was  a  very  interesting 
and  successful  Bible  School. 

Mrs.   Virgie   Nixon, 

Oakville,  Indiana. 


AVAILABLE  NOW! 

)R.  CLAUD  STUDEBAKER'S  Booklet: 

"A  BRIEF  INTRODUCTION 

TO  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH" 


This  is  the  second  printing  of  this  valuable 
)ooklet,  for  which  there  has  been  much  demand 
dnce  the  first  edition  was  exhausted, 

"A  BRIEF  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  BRETH- 
REN CHURCH"  contains  a  Historical  Back- 
ground of  the  Brethren  Church,  plus  an  explana- 
!ion  of  Brethren  Doctrines  and  Ordinances. 

On  what  we  believe,  and  why  we  practice  what 
tve  do,  Dr.  Studebaker's  booklet  is  full  of  help- 
ful information,  facts  and  scripture  references. 

It  can  well  be  given  to  those  who  ask,  "What  is 
the  Brethren  Church,  what  does  the  Brethren 
Church  believe  and  practise?" 


This  new  edition,  just  fresh  from  the  presses 
of  your  Publishing  Company  can  be  obtained  in 
any  quantity,  at 

10c   each;    $1.00   per  dozen. 

Order  several  dozen,  or  more  to  give  to  your 
church  members,  to  prospective  members,  and  to 
anyone  who  asks  questions  about  the  Brethren 
faith. 

This  second  printing  is  sponsored  by  the  Young 
Men's  and  Boys'  Brotherhood  of  the  Brethren 
Church. 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,   Ohio. 


Brethren  Historical   library 

Manchester  Colleg^E^- 

N.    Manchester     Ind  i'-^gk  sixteen         the  brethren  evangelist 


len  you  attend  General  Conference 

Be  sure  to  visit 
The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

See  our  display  of 

!es  and  Testaments: 

We  have,  or  can  secure  for  you,  any  size  print  or  binding  you 
may  prefer.  We  also  carry  some  of  the  newer  translations. 

You  can  secure  from  us  any  book  published.  We  promise 
quick  delivery  on  those  we  do  not  have  in  stock. 

We  have  commentaries,  dictionaries,  concordances  and  fic- 
tiori  books:  also  devotional,  stewardship  and  evangelism  books; 
books  that  are  suited  to  women's  work;  and  you  will  find  program, 
devotional,  activity  and  Bible  story  books  for  children  of  all  ages. 
Aiso  a  new  series  of  books  for  pre-teeners,  ages  9  to  12,  illustrated: 
"Golden  Cake  by  the  Fire,"  "Mystery  at  Trembling-T,"  "Ol'  Sway- 
back,"  and  "Ruff  of  Thunder  Falls,"  at  25c  per  copy. 

Quiz  Books,  Object  lessons.  Chalk  talks. 

Complete  line  of  Singspiration  Song  and  Chorus  Books;  also 
Mens'  and  Womens'  Trio  Books. 


Rustic,  artwood  and  ceramic  plaques.    Award  Items. 

Pictures: 

See  our  new  peg-board  display  of  these. 

Sunday  School  Supplies: 

Attendance   cards,    color  books,   activity   books.    Picture  puz- 
zles. Bookmarks,  Pencils,  etc. 

Across  College  Ave.  from  Memorial  Chapel 

Ashland,   Ohio 
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ficial  Organ  of  Che  Brethren  Church 
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1955-56 
TWELVE  HIGH  CHURCHES— Possible   100   Points 

ViNCO,  PA.  93 

AKRON.  OHIO.  Firestone  Park  89 

SMITHVILLE,   OHIO  .  88 

BERLIN.    PA,  :...." 87 

MASONTOWN.  PA.  :.      ':  ::  .   r  r':v:-:::.^.    .  86 

LOUISVILLE.   OHIO  .    83 

CANTON.    OHIO    Trinity      J.  ,  82 

NEW  LEBANON.  OHIO     .  .    .  :  .r\  .t:-y-r;.-..r:  yr.^:;: :  ^.^ 82 

ELKHART.  IND.  .  ^^    ?/.  .      ■     ;  .  81 

TUCSON.   ARIZ.  ;        ,  .  ;  .  80 

NEW  PARIS.  IND,  ......  79 

NORTH  LIBERTY.  IND 78 

Total  number  reports  received  at  Conference  Time  .71 

By   Districts: 

INDIANA   DISTRICT  :  T   :  ;  •   H:  ...    .      26 

OHIO  DISTRICT  \  y.  ...  .  13 

PENNSYLVANIA   DISTRICT      .  .  .  .15 

MID-WEST       .  .    5 

CENTRAL  2 

SOUTHEASTERN  0 

N.  CALIFORNIA  .  ...;.....    0 

Check  the  Statistical  Report  to  see  where  your  church  stands. 
WORK  and  PRAY  for  a  Greater  Goals  Program  in  The  Brethren 
Church. 

The  National  Goals  Committee: 

R.  K.  Higgins,  Chairman 

W.  S.  Crick 

Henry  Bates 

L.  O.  McCartneysmith 

E.  J.  Black 

(EXPLANATION  OF  REPORT  ON  PAGE  TWO) 
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Itmis  of  ^ji^ueral    hiienst 


LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  The  Laymen  have,  through 
their  "Local  Project,"  purchased  a  new  power  mower  for 
the  Church. 

OAK  HILL,  W.  VA.  The  Sunday  morning  services  of 
the  Oak  Hill  Church  were  broadcast  over  WOAY  dur- 
ing the  month  of  July. 

The  Oak  Hill  bulletin  announces  that  revival  services, 
with  Rev.  Ralph  Mills  as  Evangelist,  were  scheduled  to 
begin  August  21st. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. Rev.  Palmer  M.  Slenker,  from  the  Quincy  Orphan- 
age, was  guest  speaker  in  the  Wayne  Heights  Church  the 
morning  of  August  19th. 


MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  Horace  Huse  has  tendered  his  resignation; 
as  pastor  of  the  Meyersdale  congregation,  to  take  up  the; 
pastorate  of  the  Loree,  Indiana,  Church  on  Novembeii 
1st.  I 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  A  note  in  the  NortJi 
Liberty  bulletin  shows  a  recent  Sunday  School  attendance  | 

of  122;  noted  also  is  an  attendance  of  85  at  their  S.  S 

I 

picnic,  "a  wonderful  day  and  a  wonderful  time  of  fellow- 
ship." I 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  From  the  Muncie  bulletin  Wff 
quote,  relative  to  Brother  E.  J.  Black,  who  has  been  illj 
"Word  has  been  received  that  Rev.  Black  is  improving.'] 
Let  us  continue  to  remember  Brother  Black  in  our  prayersij 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  The  Choir  of  the  Warsav 
church  is  scheduled  to  journey  to  the  Brethren's  Hom( 
at  Flora,  on  August  26th  to  present  a  musical  program 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

ATTENDANCE  at  the  68th  General  Conference  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  remained  good  all  week,  and 
through  the  closing  services  on  Sunday.  Weather,  al- 
though at  times  warm,  was  favorable,  in  that  it  was 
dry  for  the  week. 

Last  week,  we  reported  the  opening  part  of  the  Con- 
ference, and  the  new  Conference  officers.  These  were  in- 
stalled Saturday  morning  at  the  close  of  the  business 
session.  Plans  have  been  made  by  the  various  Boards 
and  Auxiliaries  of  the  Conference  for  the  work  of  the 
new  year,  and  the  delegates  have  returned  home  with  the 
resolve  to  work  and  serve  under  the  blessing  of  our 
heavenly  Father  in  the  coming  year. 

A  word  of  appreciation  is  in  order  for  Brother  William 
S.  Crick,  Pastor  of  our  new  mission  Church  at  Newark, 
Ohio,  for  his  17  years  of  service  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence as  National  Statistician.  Brother  Crick,  when  nom- 
inated this  year,  declined,  and  his  request  was  granted. 
Many  thanks.  Brother  Crick  for  the  many  years  of  faith- 
fulness and  accuracy  in  keeping  the  vital  statistical  rec- 
ords of  our  denomination. 

A  full  report  of  the  happening  of  the  business  of  Con- 
ference, will  appear  in  the  forthcoming  Annual  Number 
of  the  Evangelist.  (This  opus  is  scheduled  to  appear  the 


latter  part  of  October,  following  the  meeting  of  the  Cen 
tral  and  Mid- West  District  Conferences.) 

The  next  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Churcl: 
the  69th,  will  be  held  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  August  19tJ 
through  25th,  1957,  being  the  75th  Anniversary  year  c 
the  Brethren  Church.  Some  very  special  features,  in  com 
memoration  of  this  75th  Anniversary,  and  of  the  250t 
Anniversary  of  the  German  Baptist  Brethren,  in  1958,  wi's 
be  given  at  next  year's  Conference.  Plan  now  to  attenc 
W.  S.  B. 


GOALS  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

! 

On  Page  One  we  have  printed  the  Annual  Report  ( 
the  National  Goals  Committee.  The  Goals,  upon  whic 
this  report  is  based  appeared  in  the  Brethren  Evangelisj 
September  19,  1955.  The  new  1956-57  Goals  will  appefj 
later  in  the  Evangelist. 

The  Dayton,  Ohio  report  which  was  received  too  la 
for  tabulation  in  the  report  of  the  twelve  high  Churche 
reported  an  achievement  of  79  points.  We  are  glad  i 
give  them  this  special  mention  upon  their  achievemeni] 
and  to  commend  all  churches  for  their  efforts.  We  jo:' 
with  Brother  R.  K.  Higgins,  Goals  Committee  Chairma 
and  his  committee,  in  urging  all  churches  to  make  ; 
greater  effort  towards  achieving  as  high  a  record  i| 
possible  this  Conference  year. 
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Echoes   Of  general  Gonference 


A  NOTHER  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  is  past. 
^  In  our  minds  echo  and  re-echo  the  words  of 
he  speakers  and  delegates,  both  in  the  Confer- 
ince  sessions  and  in  conversations  on  and  off  the 
grounds.  Vivid  in  our  mind  is  the  congregational 
inging  by  the  delegates  and  friends. 

There  is  much  to  remember,  to  think  about, — 
md  to  pray  about. 

The  matter  of  Roll  Revision  in  our  churches, 
thereby  members  are  removed  from  active  mem- 
)ership,  or  from  inactive  rolls,  and  which  was  a 
natter  of  concern  by  Brother  L,  V,  King  in  his 
/[oderator's  Address,  cannot  be  passed  off  lightly. 

Roll  Revision  figured  considerably  in  holding 
"Ur  net  gain  to  an  almost  negligible  membership 
rain  of  25  for  the  year.  Roll  Revision  has  been 
L  major  factor  for  many  years,  in  holding  back  a 
najor  net  gain  in  membership  in  our  denomina- 
ion.  We  grant  that  many  of  our  churches  are  just 
low  beginning  to  revise  their  membership  rolls 
ifter  having  not  done  so  for  many  years.  Granted, 
>nce  in  a  generation  for  instance,  but  it  should 
lot,  in  our  opinion,  be  a  continuing  process,  as  it 
veil  seems  to  be. 

The  Brethren  may  well  ponder  the  question: 
'What  is  the  matter  that  we  are  losing  members 
it  the  same  rate  we  are  gaining  the'm,  year  af- 
er  year?" 

Does  it  not  occur  to  pastor,  church  boards,  of- 
icials  and  members  that  the  ones  being  lost 
hrough  Roll  Revision,  are  people,  with  souls, 
)recious  in  the  sight  of  God,  who  once  stood  at 
;he  sacred  altar  of  the  Church  and  took  vows  to 
)e  faithful  to  their  Christian  profession  and  to 
he  Church? 

Backing  up  Moderator  King's  concern  on  this 
natter,  we  suggest  as  a  challenge  for  this  church 
^ear  the  motto:  "Reclaiming  the  Inactive!"  It  is 


our  opinion  that  no  person  should  be  placed  on  an 
inactive  roll,  or  removed  from  the  roll  completely 
until  he  or  she  has  been  contacted  in  a  Christian 
effort  to  ascertain  the  cause  and  condition  of 
their  inactivity.  This,  with  the  end  in  view  of  re- 
claiming them  as  active,  working  members,  if  at 
all  possible. 

There  are  many  local  conditions  which  bring 
about  "inactive  members,"  leading  eventually  to 
Roll  Revision — into  which  no  one  from  General 
Headquarters  can  step  with  the  answer.  But  we 
are  certain  that  if  local  Boards  and  pastors  will 
seek  to  analyze  the  "why"  of  each  "inactive,"  it 
might  be  possible  to  stem  the  tide  of  Roll  Revi- 
sion, which,  year  after  year,  is  continuing  to  ex- 
act such  a  dreadful  toll  from  our  net  membership 
gain. 

Conference  also  took  definite  steps  to  strength- 
en our  denominational  stand  on  our  basic  Doc- 
trines of  Baptism  by  Triune  Immersion  and  the 
Three-fold  Communion  service.  (Details  of  this 
will  appear  in  the  Conference  Annual  minutes  to 
be  published  at  a  later  date.)  While  the  Brethren 
Church  has  always  had  these  fundamental  doc- 
trines and  practices,  the  action  of  the  68th  Gen- 
eral Conference  has  certainly  cleared  up  any 
doubts  as  to  the  importance  in  the  minds  of  the 
Brethren  of  these  basic  doctrines. 

The  68th  Conference  was  an  important  one.  Let 
us  build  this  year,  on  what  has  been  done,  mak- 
ing it  a  year  which  will  redound  to  the  glory  of 
the  Lord.  Next  year,  we  will  be  commemorating 
75  years  of  the  Brethren  Church.  By  working 
smoothly  in  all  facets  of  Church  life,  we  can  come 
together,  having  realized  a  higher  progress  level 
in  our  labors  of  erecting  a  building  "fitly  joined 
together."  To  this  end  let  us  pray  and  labor, 
seeking  the  leadership  and  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  each  passing  day.  W.  S.  B. 
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Rev.  H.  William  Fells 


SCRIPTURE    LESSON:    Isaiah    40:28-31 


HTHIS  IS  THE  SEASON  of  the  year  that  many 
^  of  us  consider  this  matter  of  waiting  upon 
the  Lord  more  seriously  than  at  any  other  time 
of  the  year.  But  I  say  to  you,  that  we  must 
wait  upon  Him  each  and  every  day.  What  do  you 
hear  in  that  phrase,  "They  that  wait  upon  the 
Lord?"  It  means  sohtude,  quietness,  searching 
the  Bible,  spending  time  in  meditation  and  prayer 
to  the  servant  of  the  Lord. 

How  many  of  us  actually  WAIT  upon  the 
Lord?  This  does  not  imply  that  the  Lord  is  be- 
hind us  and  we  have  to  wait  for  Him  to  catch 
up  with  us.  It  means  rather,  serving  the  Lord,  as 
a  slave  waits  upon  his  master.  We  are  to  keep  so 
close  a  contact  with  the  Lord,  that  we  are  ready 
and  willing  to  do  His  every  bidding.  Dearly  be- 
loved how  many  of  us  today  wait  upon  the  Lord 
in  such  a  way  that  we  are  ready  for  each  direc- 


tive? There  are  many  who  do,  don't  let  us  be  as^ 
Elijah,  thinking  that  we  are  the  only  one  left! 
when  right  around  us  and  perhaps  very  near  tq 
us  there  may  be  as  many  as  seven  thousand. 

But  we  are  not  to  look  at  those  around  us,  let  us 
look  within  this  morning.  Are  we  able  to  sit  foil 
half  an  hour  in  a  room  with  nothing  but  the  chahj 
in  which  we  sit  and  the  Bible  or  book  that  wei 
hold  in  our  hands?  Oh  no,  we  do  not  have  tim(i 
for  this  type  of  waiting.  We  have  so  much  to  do 
We  must  be  moving.  Why?  It  could  be  because; 
we  are  afraid  to  spend  that  much  time  with  thr 
Lord  for  fear  that  He  will  ask  us  to  speak  a  word 
or  perform  a  task  for  Him.  So  we  go  dashing 
hither  and  yon,  doing  the  things  that  we  thinl 
are  important,  and  then  when  there  is  a  crisis  ii 
our  lives  and  we  need  spiritual  strength  we  d( 
not  always  have  it.  Many  times  we    have    evei 

(A  devotional  message  given  over  radio  station  WATGi 
Ashland,  Ohio) 
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lost  the  ability  to  acquire  it  anew.  Remember  the 
phrase  "They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  shall  re- 
new their  strength."  Let  each  of  us  renew  our 
strength  in  the  next  few  hours,  knowing  the  Joy 
of  our  salvation,  ready  to  redeem  the  time. 
Those  that  do  this  shall  mount  up  as  eagles. 

Beloved  there  are  three  things  that  we  should 
consider  about  the  eagle.  First,  where  does  she 
build  her  home?  It  is  high  up  on  the  rocky  crag, 
thousands  of  feet  above  the  earth  where  any  of 
her  foe  might  live.  As  near  to  heaven  as  she  can 
possibly  live.  And  she  gives  of  her  own  body, 
from  the  down  of  her  breast  that  her  little  ones 
might  be  kept  warm  and  comfortable.  She  builds 
that  home  on  a  rock.  And  here  we  are  reminded 
of  the  two  men  that  built  their  houses  in  the 
scriptures.  One,  a  foolish  man  built  his  on  the 
sand,  and  when  the  rains  came  his  house  was 
washed  away.  The  other  a  wise  man,  built  his 
house  on  the  rock,  and  his  house  stood  firm,  just 
as  the  eagle's  stands  firm. 

The  second  thing  that  we  would  look  at  about 
this  eagle  this  morning  is  her  eyes.  Those  who 
have  studied  the  great  eagle  tells  us  that  she  can 
look  straight  into  the  sun.  Never  a  squint  or  a 
Wink  of  the  eye.  And  she  seems  to  be  invigorated 
by  this  act.  Something  happens  inside  her  when 
she  gazes  directly  into  the  sun.  How  does  a  gaze 
into  the  face  of  the  Son  of  God  affect  us  in  our 
world  today?  Can  we  continue  to  look  into  His 
face  and  praise  Him  for  all  that  He  has  done  for 
us?  Or  do  we  hang  our  heads  or  turn  our  backs 
because  our  eyes  are  not  used  to  that  wondrous 
beauty. 

The  third  matter  of  importance  about  the  eagle 
is  her  wings.  Often  having  a  spread  of  seven 
feet,  her  wings  are  the  most  powerful  part  of 
her  body  outside  of  her  eyes.  But  beloved,  she 
did  not  gather  this  strength  by  sitting  on  the 
nest.  No,  and  she  never  goes  down  toward  the 
earth  for  food  without  first  going  up  into  the  sky. 
She  always   soars   away   above   the   earth  after 


leaving  the  nest,  before  she  turns  toward  the 
earth.  And  she  teaches  her  little  ones  this  same 
habit.  And  another  striking  fact  about  the 
strength  of  the  eagle's  wings  is  that  she  enjoys 
soaring  far  above  the  storm  clouds  first,  as  near 
to  the  sun  as  she  can  get,  then  she  drops  right 
into  the  middle  of  a  mighty  thunder  storm,  with 
the  flashes  of  lightning,  the  roar  of  the  thunder 
and  the  mighty  rushing  of  the  wind.  But  she 
knows  no  fear.  In  fact,  this  is  a  part  of  her  ex- 
ercise. This  is  the  way  she  gathers  much  of  her 
great  strength.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  Isaiah 
could  say,  "They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  shall 
mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles." 

Now  the  last  two  phrases  seem  to  be  in  reverse 
order  according  to  the  wisdom  of  man.  But  many 
times  God  uses  the  reverse  order  for  our  lessons. 
The  scripture  says  he  will  use  the  foolish  things 
of  the  world  to  confound  the  wise,  and  the  weak 
things  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty. 
Even  so  here:  It  is  the  running  and  not  being 
weary  that  is  often  the  easiest.  Many  of  the 
servants  of  the  Lord  find  it  easy  to  take  a  spe- 
cial task  that  the  Lord  has  for  them  and  to  run 
with  it  and  get  it  accomplished,  but  when  it 
comes  to  the  walking  and  not  fainting  many  are 
falling  by  the  wayside.  Let  us  think  of  the  many 
times  that  God  has  called  us  to  some  special  visit 
at  a  time  of  sickness  or  death,  a  moment  when 
sofneone  needed  a  special  bit  of  God's  grace  and 
strength.  There  are  many  that  can  perform  du- 
ties similar  to  this  and  very  graciously  too.  And 
we  pray  God's  continued  blessing  and  guidance 
for  them.  But  dear  friends,  all  of  us  have  diffi- 
culty with  this  matter  of  walking  and  not  faint- 
ing. The  every  day  walk  of  life  with  the  Master 
is  the  part  wherein  we  are  tested  the  most.  Our 
friends  and  neighbors  are  prone  to  say,  "Your 
actions  speak  so  loud,  we  can't  hear  what  you 
are  saying." 

Ashland,  Ohio. 
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STORK  FINDS  SHANKS  IN  NIGERIA 

Word  has  just  been  received  that  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glen 
Shank  have  a  new  baby  daughter,  Donna  Jean,  born  on 
August  13.  The  cable  further  stated  that  both  Jean  and 
the  baby  were  getting  along  fine. 

■  We  congratulate  this  missionary  couple  who  are  work- 
ing faithfully  at  the  Waka  Ti-aining  Center  in  Nigeria, 
Africa.  May  God  continue  to  bless  their  entire  family. 


SUNDAY  CONFERENCE  OFFERING 
EXCELLENT 

The  General  Conference  offering  taken  on  Sunday 
amounted  to  $1,527.57.  This  is  an  offering  for  missions 
and  will  be  used  toward  the  church  building  program  at 
Sarasota,  Florida.  The  Missionary  Board  is  grateful  for 
this  offering  and  happy  to  report  that  it  is  the  largest 
Conference  Offering  received  in  many  years. 


SARASOTA  BOUND 

All  roads  lead  to  Sarasota  for  the  Reverend  Lyle  Lich- 
tenbergers  these  days.  The  Lichtenbergers  will  be  closing 
their  pastorate  at  Berlin,  Penna.,  the  last  Sunday  in  Au- 
gust and  will  be  arriving  in  Sarasota,  Florida  to  take  up 
the  pastoral  duties  there  about  the  second  full  weeli  in 
September.  They  are  anticipating  the  many  joys  and 
blessings  that  come  in  the  work  of  pastoring  a  new  con- 
gregation. At  the  same  time  they  are  aware  of  the  prob- 
lems and  the  hard  work  that  is  involved  in  their  task. 
May  God  take  us  with  them  to  Sarasota  in  our  prayers. 


NEW  OFFICE  LOCATION 

The  Missionary  Board  office  will  be  moved  to  530  Col- 
lege Avenue  some  time  within  the  next  few  weeks.  The 
new  location  will  be  one  door  west  of  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing Company  in  pi'operty  owned  by  the  Publishing 
Company.  This  new  arrangement  will  give  the  Publishing 
Company  more  room  for  their  growing  bookstore  and  will 
give  us  enlarged  office  quarters  which  we  have  needed. 


CONFERENCE  STEWARDSHIP 
WORKSHOP 

The  Stewardship  Workshop  conducted  during  General 
Conference  was  set  up  by  the  Missionary  Board  at  the 
request  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Conference.  The 
primary  emphasis  in  the  workshop  periods  was  upon 
building  a  financial  program  in  the  local  church.  Those 
who  attended  spoke  highly  of  the  benefits  derived  from 
these  sessions.  Many  who  attended  participated  in  the 
discussions. 


MISSIONARY  CANDIDATES 
CONSECRATED 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Charles  Kraft  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Rowsey  were  consecrated  for  missionary  service  on 
the  Thursday  night  missionary  program  during  General 
Conference.  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Kraft  are  under  appoint- 
ment to  Nigeria,  Africa  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowsey  arei 
under   appointment  to   Argentina,   South  America. 

The  Krafts  will  be  completing  their  Seminary  work 
at  Ashland  this  fall  and  the  Rowseys  will  be  attending 
the  fall  term  at  Kennedy  School  of  Missions  at  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  Pray  that  God  may  continue  to  direct  these 
young  people  in  the  completion  of  their  training. 


Ten  DoSlar  Club 

Ten  Dollar  Club  payments  are  still  coming  in  but  therej 
are  still  many  individual  members  who  have  not  answered 
the  last  call  for  Sarasota.  Your  payment  will  be  most, 
welcome;  make  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Board  has  taken  steps  to  increase  the  membershi].; 
of  the  club.  You  will  be  apprised  of  these  plans  in  dutj 
time;  however,  if  you  are  a  loyal  supporter  begin  now  tc; 
win  another  member  or  two  for  the  Ten  Dollar  Club. 


NEW  OFFICERS  AND  BOARD  MEMBERS 

The  newly  elected  officers  of  the  Missionary  Board  fo: 
the  year  of  1956-57  are  as  follows: 

President    Dr.    E.    M.  Riddle 

First  Vice  President   Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel 

Second  Vice  President Dr.  John  F.  Locke 

Third  Vice  President    Mr.  Harlan  Hollewell 

Treasurer    Mrs.    Delbert   B.    Flora 

Mr.  Ivan  Ronk  of  Goshen,  Indiana,  was  elected  to  fil 
the  unexpired  term  of  his  father,  the  late  Willis  E.  Ronl 


MISSIONARY  BOARD  MET  IN 
ANNUAL  SESSION 

The    Missionary   Board   convened   on    Friday    morninfJ 
August  10,  for  its  annual  meeting.  Sessions  were  contirj 
ued  on  August  11  and  13  with  three  brief  meetings  durin 
the  days  of  General  Conference.  Much  time  was  given  i 
careful,   prayerful   planning   which    we   are  confident   wi 
bear  fruit  in  the  days  ahead.  J 


MISSIONARY  FELLOWSHIP  BANQUET 

The  annual  Missionary  Banquet  sponsored  by  the  Mi; 
sionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  was  held  at  tl 
Park    Street    Brethren   Church   on   Tuesday  night  durir ' 
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conference  week..  The  sixty-five  people  attending  the 
banquet  included  the  members  of  the  Missionary  Board 
and  their  wives  and  husbands,  missionaries  on  furlough, 
home  mission  pastors  and  workers  and  their  wives,  mis- 
sionary  candidates   under  appointment   and  guests. 

Mr.  Harlan  HoUewell,  third  vice  president  of  the  board, 
was  the  toastmaster  for  the  evening.  Mr.  Hollewell  intro- 
duced the  following  people  who  spoke  briefly  on  their 
respective  work:  Mr.  Dorman  Ronk,  Lost  Creek,  Ky.; 
Miss  Margaret  Lowery,  Krypton,  Ky.;  General  Secretary 
W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  Ashland,  Ohio;  Rev.  Vernon  Gris- 
so,  Tucson,  Arizona;  Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C;  Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  Manteca,  Cal.  and  Rev. 
Fred   C.  Vanator,   Sarasota,  Florida. 

(Mrs.)  Ida  Lindower,  Administrative  Assistant,  was  in 
charge  of  the  program  and  banquet  arrangements.  We 
commend  Mrs.  Lindower  for  her  excellent  work.  W.  C.  B. 


INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Brother  E.  A.  Duker  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  August  19th  morning  service. 

We  note  that  the  South  Bend  bulletin  is  presently 
carrying  the  by-line,  "Serving  the  Lord  faithfully  in 
South  Bend  for  70  years." 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Two  new  members 
were  received  into  the  church  recently. 

The  Laymen's  Public  service  was  held  the  morning 
of  August  12th,  with  John  Porte,  chief  of  the  South  Bend 
Detectives,  as  speaker. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  An  "Appreciation  Luncheon"  for 
Sunday  School  workers,  was  held  on  the  parsonage  lawn 
the  evening  of  August  5th.  Brother  H.  F.  Berkshire  re- 
ports an  attendance  of  19  at  the  occasion. 

H.  B.  Puterbaugh,  of  Tucson,  a  former  resident  of  Lan- 
ark, brought  the  message  in  the  Lanark  church  the  morn- 
ing of  August  5th. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  From  the  Tucson  bulletin  we 
quote:  "All  attendances  at  the  church  this  summer  are 
much  improved  over  former  summers." 


Lord's  lovingkindness.  This  habit  of  watching  for  per- 
sonal experiences  punctuated  her  days  with  happy  re- 
minders of  God  and  His  goodness.  And  when  she  read 
her  Bible  and  found  the  rich  promises  that  are  scat- 
tered throughout  the  Word  she  could  say  "I  know 
that    to    be    true    out  of   my    own   experience." 

It  is  to  be  wondered  whether  we  might  all  be  bene- 
fitted from  keeping  a  journal  of  mercies.  To  obey  Paul's 
counsel  to  the  Philippians  to  think  on  whatever  is  true, 
just,  honorable,  pure  and  lovely.  Such  thinking  would 
drive  out  any  complaining  moods  and  quiet  the  sensi- 
tive disposition.  Thinking  thus  of  things  worth  while 
would  put  music  in  our  hearts  and  a  song  on  our  lips. 

Remembering  yesterday's  mercies  will  kindle  courage 
for  encountering  the  difficulties  of  today.  And  as  the 
memories  of  the  mercies  of  yesterday  and  the  days 
before  pile  up  we  shall  find  the  present  difficulties  less 
appalling  and  we  shall  be  strengthened  to  overcome 
our  fears  and  doubts.  "To  take  account  of  God's  good- 
ness today  is  to  face  the  unforseen  experiences  of  to- 
morrow with  confidence  and  assurance." 


PASTOR  WANTED 

The  Brethren  Church  at  Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois  desires 
to  contact  any  one  interested  in  the  pastorate  of  this 
Church.  Our  pastor,  Rev.  Kenneth  Mock,  has  resigned  and 
will  leave  October  1,  1956.  Write  to: 

Mrs.   Lenora  G.   Snoke, 
Oakley,  Illinois. 


PASTOR  NEEDED 

The  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church  of  Vandergrift, 
Penna.,  will  be  in  need  of  a  pastor  on  October  1,  1956, 
as  our  pastor,  Rev.  Paul  M.  Nafif,  will  be  leaving  the 
pastorate  at  that  time.  Any  Brethren  minister  who  is  in- 
terested please  write  to: 

Thelma  M.   Fish,   Secretary 

Box  62 

Vandergrift,   Pennsylvania. 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

MISS  HAVERGAL'S  JOURNAL  OF  MERCIES 

"The  Lord  is  gracious  and  full  of  compassion;  slow  to 
anger,  and  of  great  mercy."  Psalm  145:8. 

FRANCIS  RIDLEY  HAVERGAL  kept  what  she  called 
a  "Journal  of  Mercies."  In  it  she  recorded,  out  of 
her  own  experience,  instances  of  God's  goodness.  And 
out  of  such  a  record  she  was  able  to  produce  many  of 
her  great  hymns.  She  believed  wholeheartedly  that  the 
Lord  is  gracious  .  .  .  and  of  great  mercy,  and  she 
trained  herself  to  be  on  the  watch  for  evidences  of  the 


PASTOR  DESIRED 

We  desire  the  service  of  a  minister  who  would  be  in- 
terested in  the  Pittsburgh  pastorate  at  an  early  date. 
Contact : 

First  Brethren  Church, 
Clyde  A.   Garland,   Secretary, 
1004  North  Homewood  Ave., 
Pittsburgh  8,  Pennsylvania. 


AVAILABLE  FOR  CALL 

Since  I  am  closing  my  pastorate  with  the  Cerro  Gordo 
Brethren,  I  will  be  available  for  call  as  of  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober. Any  Church  interested  please  write  Box  581,  Cer- 
ro Gordo,  Illinois. 

Rev.  Kenneth  C.  Mock. 
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I  Speak  for  Chnstian  Citizenship: 

»  A  LETTER  TO  MY  CONGRESSMAN  « 


Miss  Lois  Shanholtz 


LOIS  SHANHOLTZ  is  the  Maryland  State  winner  of 
the  Christian  Endeavor  Christian  Citizenship  Award, 
Class  A,  and  placed  second  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  region. 
She  lives  at  Linwood,  Maryland,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz,  pastor  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church  at  Linwood. 

Lois  writes,  in  response  to  the  Editor's  request  for 
her  to  send  in  her  winning  essay:  "This  contest  was  open 
to  youth  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  and  was  divided 
into  two  divisions:  A,  for  those  in  High  School,  or  below; 
and  B,  for  those  out  of  High  School. 

"The  Christian  Endeavor  Chi'istian  Citizenship  Awards 
were  granted  on  the  basis  of  Christian  character,  ser- 
vice as  a  Christian  citizen  and  an  understanding  of  Chris- 
tian responsibility  as  evidenced  by  the  contents  of  the 
letter,  "I  Speak  For  Christian  Citizenship,"  and  a  citi- 
zenship service  record  which  demonstrated  the  purpose  of 
the  individual's  life  and  work.  A  recommendation  from 
your  High  School  principal  and  pastor  was  also  neces- 
sary. 

"Here,"  Lois  continues  to  write,  "are  some  of  the  ac- 
tivities I  have  already  taken  pai't  in  or  will  take  part  in 
in  the  near  future.  At  the  Linwood  Brethren  Youth 
Public  Service  I  presented  my  essay  to  the  congregation. 
I  was  special  guest  on  radio  WTTR,  Westminster,  Mary- 
land, Thursday,  June  27th.  I  presented  my  essay  at  this 
time.  I  attended  part  of  the  Citizenship  Convocation  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  29-July  1.  The  Citizenship 
awards  were  presented  Saturday  night,  June  30th,  with 
Senator  Judd  as  guest  speaker.  I  also  presented  my  es- 
say at  a  Carroll  County  C.  E.  Rally,  July  15th.  I  will 
be  special  guest  at  the  Maryland  Christian  Endeavor 
State  Convention,  September  14-16,  presenting  my  winning 
essay  to  the  assembly  Friday  night,  September  14th.  I 
also  gave  my  essay  in  school  to  the  graduating  class." 

We  are  glad  to  present  to  Evangelist  readers  the  piize 
winning  essay  by  Lois  Shanholtz. — W.  S.  B. 

piRST  OF  ALL,  what  is  a  Christian  ?  A  Chris- 
■'•  tian  is  a  disciple  of  Christ,  a  civilized  per- 
son, with  love  and  understanding  for  all  his  neigh- 
bors, regardless  of  race  or  creed. 

Second,  what  is  Citizenship?  A  citizen;  (Desk 
Standard  Dictionary)  is  a  person  owing  allegiance 


to,  and  entitled  to  protection  from,  a  government. 
Citizenship  is  the  status  of  a  citizen,  with  all  its^ 
rights  and  privileges. 

The  disciples,  we  are  told,  in  Acts  11:26,  were 
first  called  Christians  at  Antioch.  The  name 
Christian,  which,  in  the  only  other  cases  where 
it  appears  in  the  New  Testament  (Acts  26:28  and 
I  Peter  4:16),  is  used  contemptuously,  could  not 
be  applied  by  the  Gentile  world.  In  other  words, 
the  early  disciples  were  nicknamed  Christians,: 
by  the  world  because  they  acted  like  Christ.  How- 
ever, it  is  the  very  name  Christ  desired  the} 
should  have. 

The  use  of  the  term,  Citizenship,  in  Scripture 
has  exclusive  reference  to  the  usages  of  the  Ro- 
man Empire.  The  privileges  of  Roman  Citizenship 
was  originally  acquired  in  various  ways,  as  b} 
purchase  (Acts  22:28),  as  by  military  services 
by  favor,  or  by  liberation.  The  right  as  a  citizen 
once  obtained;  descended  to  a  man's  children.  Ir 
Acts  (chs.  21,  22)  Paul  speaks  of  his  citizenshii 
as  a  Pioman.  He  also  refers  here  and  elsewhen 
to  another  citizenship,  which  he  liad  obtainec 
through  Christ. 
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Among  the  privileges  attached  to  citizenship, 
we  may  note  that  a  man  could  not  be  bound  or 
imprisoned  without  a  formal  trial,  (Acts  22:29), 
neither  could  he  be  scourged,  (Acts  16:37). 
A^nother  privilege  attached  to  citizenship  was  the 
appeal  from  a  provincial  tribunal  to  the  emperor 
at  Rome  (Acts  25:11),  or  in  other  words  the 
right  of  appeal  from  a  lower  court  to  the  high- 
est court  of  the  land. 

In  Christian  lands  today,  and  in  particular, 
iemocracies  as  founded  on  the  principles  of  the 
New  Testament,  a  citizen  is  afforded  the  above 
mentioned  privileges  as  well  as  other  privileges 
which  a  citizen  under  other  forms  of  government 
is  deprived  of.  Thus,  we  see  that  the  concept  of 
Citizenship  under  a  democracy  has  for  its  basis 
and  background  the  New  Testament. 

Now,  in  the  spiritual  realm,  Paul's  philosophy 
[>f  citizenship  is  two-fold.  He  is  a  citizen  of  the 
country  in  which  he  lives  with  all  its  rights  and 
privileges.  But,  in  the  strictest  sense,  he  is  on 
a  pilgrimage  here,  for  his  real  citizenship  is  in 
heaven.  See  the  following  scriptures.  Acts  21:39; 
Hebrews  11:13,  14;  I  Peter  2:9-12.  In  the  study 
3f  these  Scriptures  and  other  related  passages, 
we  find  that  during  our  pilgrimage  here  on  this 
earth,  seeking  for  a  better  country,  it  is  expected 
of  us  to  be  good  citizens,  and,  the  first  require- 
ment to  be  a  good  citizen  is  to  be  a  Christian.  To 
be  a  good  Christian  Citizen,  one  has  to  start 
young  in  life.  Then,  like  Bunyan  in  his  Pilgrim's 
Progress  run  with  all  his  might;  crying,  "Life! 
Life!  Eternal  Life!"  Too,  he  must  give  heed  to 
the  advice  of  the  Wise  Man:  "Remember  now, 
Thy  Creator,  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  while  the 
evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh, 
when  thou  shalt  say,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  them." 
(Eccle.  12:1). 

Therefore,  Christian  Citizenship  .begins  on  the 
local  level,  (a)  First  in  the  home;  the  marks  of 
which,  are  obedience  to  parents,  respect  for  them, 
and  loyalty  to  their  teachings.  "Children,  obey 
your  parents  in  the  Lord,  for  this  is  right.  Hon- 
or thy  father  and  mother."  (b)  In  the  church; 
here  is  where  the  Bible  is  taught  and  proclaimed, 
which  sets  forth  the  concepts  of  Christian  Citi- 
zenship, (c)  In  the  community;  beginning  in  the 
home  and  in  the  Church,  then  one's  influence 
goes  out  to  others  round  about  him  in  the  com- 
munity. He  respects  and  regards  the  rights  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  This  influence  radiates  on  out  in- 
to one's  affairs  of  life,  in  school,  and  in  the  bus- 
iness world. 


Some  of  the  characteristics  of  a  model  Chris- 
tian Citizen  are:  good  manners  and  politeness 
in  the  home;  respect  and  reverence  for  the 
Church ;  courtesy  towards  others ;  promptness, 
honesty  and  integrity  in  all  our  business  rela- 
tionships; obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  land;  a 
definite  stand  against  everything  that  is  un- 
christian, and  in  particular,  the  use  of  alcoholic 
drinks,  gambling,  and  prejudice.  For,  these  are 
not  only  harmful  to  the  individual,  but  are  causes 
of  crime.  The  Christian  Citizen  practices  love 
toward  all  men  of  every  race,  color,  and  creed. 
The  Christian  Citizen  knows  the  evils  of  Com- 
munism in  that  it  promotes  its  cause  by  hate 
and  deception.  He  also  knows  that  Communism 
is  the  great  enemy  of  Christianity  and  where 
Communism  rules,  the  individual  is  no  longer 
free  to  obey  the  dictates  of  his  own  heart  and 
conscience  but  rather  the  state,  for  he  is  its  ser- 
vant. Daniel  Webster  said,  "Whatever  makes 
men  good  Christians  makes  them  good  citizens." 

The  great  need  today  is  more  Christians. 
Therefore,  this  will  mean,  better  citizens  and  a 
better  world.  The  challenge  is.  Christian  Citizen- 
ship today  for  a  better  Tomorrow ! 

I  am  a  Christian  Citizen.  I  urge  all  to.  be  like- 
minded. 

Linwood,  Maryland. 
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REPORT  OF  INDIANA  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 


THE  SIXTY-NINTH  CONFERENCE  of  the  Indiana 
District  Brethren  Churches  and  Bible  Conference  was 
held  at  the  Brethren  Retreat,  Shipshewana  Lake,  Indiana, 
June  11th  to  14th,  1956. 

Rev.  Smith  Rose,  vice  moderator,  brought  the  message 
on  Monday  evening  using  the  Conference  theme,  "Deep- 
ening Wells  of  Faith." 

The  Conference  Prayer  periods  were  in  charge  of  Rev. 
V.  E.  Meyer.  Memorials  wex-e  given  for  Rev.  W.  E.  Ronk 
and  other  loved  ones  of  congregations. 

Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins  gave  the  Moderator's  Address 
stressing,  "There  is  a  more  excellent  way." 

Inspiring  Bible  lectures  were  given:  "The  Sovereignty 
of  God"  by  E.  M.  Riddle;  "The  Message  of  'Ecclesiastes' 
to  the  Brethren  Church"  by  Henry  Bates  and  "The  Bib- 
lical Doctrine  of  Salvation"  by  C.  A.  Stewart. 


There  were  200  delegates,  which  included  173  lay  and 
27  ministerial,  reported  at  conference. 

The  following  assessments  were  granted  by  Conference 
for  the  coming  year:  Sunday  School  Board — 10c  per  en- 
rolled Sunday  School  member;  District  Missions — 50c  pe] 
capita  church  membership;  Indiana  District  Conference 
Trustees — 50c  per  capita  church  membership. 

Those    who    attended    were    privileged  to    hear    Rober 
Hoffman  representing  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company! 
Dr.  Glenn  Clayton  of  Ashland  College  and  Seminary,  anoj 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Bischof.  f 

I 

1957  Conference  officers  were  elected  as:  Moderator—! 

Smith  Rose;  Vice  Moderator — A.  H.  Tinkel;  Secretary! 
Treasurer — G.  B.  Hanna;  Ass't  Secy.-Treas. — R.  G.  Hoi! 
singer;  Statistician — H.  E.  Eppley.  I 
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REPORT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  District  Conference  assembled 
in  the  Johnstown  III  Brethren  Church,  Monday  eve- 
ning, July  16th,  at  7:45  for  their  66th  District  Conference. 
At  every  service  a  fine  audience  met  the  speakers.  Many 
people  were  heard  to  remark  that  this  was  the  best  at- 
tended Brethren  Conference  in  our  district  for  many  years. 
Along  with  the  spiritual  showers  we  also  expei'ienced 
many  physical  showers  as  well.  It  was  a  conference  long 
to  be  remembered  by  all  those  who  attended. 

A  special  thank-you  is  due  to  all  the  members  of  the 
host  church  for  making  every  effort  on  their  part  to 
make  it  a  success.  All  the  meals  but  one  were  served  in 
the  church  thus  making  it  very  convenient  for  the  dele- 
gates. The  Women's  Missionaiy  banquet  was  served  in 
the  Chux'ch  of  the  Brethren  just  one  block  away.  The 
music  of  the  conference  was  very  ably  handled  by  two 
ladies  from  the  host  church.  Mrs.  John  Golby  serving  as 
organist  and  Mrs.  Merle  Stutzman  as  song  leader  at  all 
the  sessions.  Also  appreciated  were  the  many  special  num- 
bers. 

The  first  evening  of  Conference  the  Vice-Moderator, 
Rev.  Horace  Huse  brought  his  message  on  the  subject, 
"The  Church  As  A  Steward."  He  stated  "Christian  stew- 
ardship is  what  I  do  after  I  say  I  believe.  Christ  alone 
can  be  the  measure  of  my  stewardship.  We  desperately 
need  to  be  converted  from  selfishness  to  a  Christ-like 
spirit.  What  we  do  today  determines  the  strength  of  the 
church  tomorrow." 

The  Moderator,  Rev.  Lyle  Lichtenberger,  gave  his  ad- 
dress on  the  subject  "Let  The  Church  Be  The  Church." 
This  address  is  to  appear  in  The  Brethren  Evangelist  and 
can  be  read  by  all. 

A  very  remarkable  thing  during  this  conference  was 
the  very  fine  Brethren  Youth  Conference  held  daily  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Never  before  had  such  a  fine 
delegation  of  young  people,  from  so  many  of  our  Brethren 
Churches,  gathered  together.  This  conference  was  di- 
rected by  the  Youth  Board  and  very  ably  led  by  our  new 


National  Youth  Director,  Rev.  Phil  Lersch  and  his  wifej 
Another  year  with  such  a  fine  program  it  should  brinjj 
even  more  of  the  Brethren  young  people  to  district  con- 
ference. A  very  fine  play  was  put  on  by  the  young  pec  | 
pie  of  the  Johnstown  III  church.  The  Play,  "For  Thiiij 
Cause"  was  the  story  of  the  rich  young  ruler.  The  Breth  j 
ren  Youth  speaker  to  the  entire  conference  was  Rev.  Earij 
Fike  of  the  Meyersdale  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  usee! 
as  his  subject  "The  Pied  Piper's  Tune."  He  described  th({ 
pied  piper  of  today  as  beverage  alcohol,  a  deceiver,  i\ 
viper,  a  mocker.  He  asked  "How  close  are  we  getting  t(| 
the  hole  in  the  mountain?  There  are  70  passages  agains-| 
strong  drink  and  136  passages  against  drunkenness  in  th< 
Bible.  In  Nassau  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  a  high  school  survey 
90%  of  the  students  drank  occasionally,  75%  started  h 
the  home.  Moderation  is  not  possible.  It  is  a  laugh.  Bev 
erage  alcohol  makes  men  more  like  beasts  and  less  lik« 
God." 

The  fraternal  relations  address  was  given  by  Rev.  D 
Alfred  Replogle  of  the  Roxbury  Church  of  the  Brethren 
He  urged  that  we  forget  what  is  past  and  move  ahea( 
to  those  things  before  us,  striving  for  a  common  ground 

All  the  auxiliaries  of  the  church  had  well  planned  pro 
grams.  These  were  executed  according  to  schedule.  Spe 
cial  praise  was  given  to  the  Sunday  School  Board  for  thi 
very  fine  camp  program  of  the  district. 

We  were  greatly  blessed  in  having  our  missionariea 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Bischof  and  their  small  daughtei' 
Barbara,  in  our  midst.  Their  messages  to  the  conferenc- 
were  very  interesting  and  we  trust  they  have  stirred  thos 
who  were  there  to  go  home  and  really  progress  in  thei ; 
mission  giving. 

The  last  message  of  the  conference  was  brought  b 
Rev.  Bischof  on  the  subject  "Seed  Time  and  Harvest.  ^ 
He  stated  "God's  love  wasn't  for  a  city  or  race  but  fo: 
the  world.  Preaching  the  gospel  is  an  endless  task.  W^! 
are  dead.  We  have  failed  in  bearing  seed  for  our  Lori 
and  need  to  hang  our  heads  in  shame.  Can  you  be  cor; 
tent  to  sit  at  home  knowing  another  soul  has  been  lost  - 
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Can  you  look  God  in  the  face  knowing  all  the  souls  that 
have  been  lost,  without  Christ?  Pray  and  pray  for  us  as 
we  go  back  to  those  70,000  to  90,000  Higi  people  who 
have  never  heard." 

The  following  officers  were  elected  to  serve  the  confer- 
ence for  the  coming  year.  Moderator,  Rev.  Cecil  Bolton, 
Jr.,  of  Cameron,  W.  Va.;  Vice-moderator,  Rev.  W.  D. 
Keeling  from  Masontown;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Elmer  Keck, 
of  Jones  Mills;  Assistant  Secretary,  Mrs.  Leona  Wallace, 
from  Sergeantsville,  N.  J.;  Treasurer,  Mr.  John  H.  Gless- 
ner,  of  Berlin;  Statistician,  Miss  Ida  Kimmel,  of  Berlin. 
Next  year's  conference  is  to  be  held  in  Berlin. 

We  missed  a  number  of  people  on  our  program  this 
year  who  usually  are  there  to  represent  the  various 
agencies  of  the  church,  but  their  places  were  very  ably 
filled  by  those  sent  in  their  places.  Rev.  Delbert  Flora 
was  the  representative  for  Ashland  College  and  Seminary. 
Rev.  Robert  Hoffman  represented  the  Publication  Board, 
and  Jerry  Flora  the  National   Sunday  School  Board. 

Mrs.  Elmer  M.  Keck,  Secretary. 


-m.-  tW  =r  y^r  .<  K^ 
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LOST  CREEK,  KENTUCKY 

Riverside  has  again  passed  another  high  tide  of  do- 
ings. This  began  with  the  DVBS,  one  at  Lost  Creek, 
the  other  at  Rowdy.  The  attendance  under  the  circum- 
stances was  considered  very  good.  At  Rowdy  an  enroll- 
ment of  30,  highest  daily  attendance  26.  At  Lost  Creek, 
enrollment  of  74,  highest  daily  attendance  58.  Both 
schools  were  conducted  at  the  same  time.  From  all 
appearances  good  work  was  done  in  all  these  schools, 
a  very  worth  while  thing. 

These  schools  were  followed  by  the  annual  camp 
at  Riverside,  with  an  enrollment  of  48.  The  weather 
was  fine,  interest  very  good,  and  at  the  close  of  camp 
there  were  first  time  confessions  and  reconsecrations. 
The  camp  closed  on  a  very  high  tone  of  spirituality, 
which   we   trust   the   young   folks   will   carry   with   them. 

The  camp  was  then  followed  by  our  annual  July  4th 
program.  This  was  a  very  successful  day,  the  weather 
very  good,  the  attendance  large,  and  the  order  first  class. 
We  begin  the  day  with  Bible  reading,  prayer,  and  the 
Star-Spangled  Banner.  This  is  followed  by  athletic  con- 
tests, then  addresses  by  prominent  men,  then  the  din- 
ner hour  under  Riverside's  fine  shade,  and  the  afternoon 
closing  with  ball  games.  A  good  day,  much  enjoyed  by 
many  people  fi'om  as  far  as   160  miles  away. 

But  this  record  of  events  would  not  be  complete  with- 
out giving  the  names  of  those  who  made  it  all  possible, 
especially  the  DVBS  and  the  Camp.  Here  it  gives  us 
pleasure  to  tell  you  of  the  coming  of  three  Youth  folks, 


who  came  to  assist  in  these  activities,  sent  by  the  Youth 
organization  of  the  Brethren  Church.  They  were  Bonnie 
Swihart,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Susan  Miller,  Goshen,  Ind.  and 
Joan  Rummel,  Ashland,  Ohio.  These  folks  did  splendid 
work  in  the  schools  and  the  camp,  and  their  work  and 
visit  is  much  appreciated.  Miss  Margaret  Lowery  of 
Krypton,  Ky.,  acted  very  efficiently  as  camp  director. 
She  also  brought  28  Youth  to  the  camp.  My  daughter, 
Ada,  also  helped  in  the  school  and  camp.  Rev.  Eugene 
Mathews  of  Oakland,  Md.,  who  had  been  a  teacher  here 
one  year,  also  was  here.  His  visit  was  very  helpful.  The 
camp  Evangelist  was  the  Rev.  Walt  Handford  of 
Wheaton,  Illinois. 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Kessinger  of  Haddix  did  most  efficient 
help  in  the  preparation  of  the  meals,  as  did  Mrs.  Naomi 
Ratley  of  Mulvane,  Kans.  If  ever  the  work  has  had  a 
real  Godsend,  it  was  in  the  coming  of  Mrs.  Ratley  to 
manage  the  kitchen  work  through  the  summer  months, 
and  as  the  Lord  leads  further.  She  is  doing  mighty  good 
work,  and  is  very  agreeable  in  her  work.  She  also  did 
good  work  through  the  camp  week.  We  thank  the  Lord 
for  her  coming. 

Thus  the  work  at  Riverside  moves  forward.  The  work 
on  the  buildings  also  progresses;  the  parsonage  being 
about  done,  and  the  Administration  Building  with  blocks 
all  laid  before  you  read  this,  windows  in  place  and  some 
of  the  roof  on.  It  will  be  a  very  real  help  and,  credit  to 
the  work,  the  community,  the  county,  and  above  all,  a 
wonderful  blessing  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  at  Lost 
Creek.  The  erection  of  the  buildings  is  in  charge  of 
Brother  Dorman  Ronk,  who  is  doing  a  good  job  at  it. 

Attendance  and  interest  in  the  Sunday  Services  also 
holds  up  well.  I  preach  three  times  a  week;  here,  Sun- 
day A.  M.,  Rowdy,  Sunday  P.  M.,  and  at  Haddix,  Satur- 
day night.  We  also  have  charge  of  two  prayer  meetings 
each,  besides  visitation  work,  etc. 

G.  E.  Drushal. 

H       H       H 

CUMBERLAND,   MARYLAND 

The  members  and  friends  of  the  Brethren  Church, 
Cumberland,  Maryland,  called  at  the  Manse,  Monday  eve- 
ning, July  23rd,  and  surprised  their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
L.  O.  McCai'tneysmith,  and  his  house  guest,  the  Rev. 
D.  C.  White,  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland  who  were  spend- 
ing their  birthdays  together. 

They  were  later  invited  to  the  social  rooms  of  the 
Church  where  delicious  refreshments,  with  a  bii-thday 
cake,  were  served.  Both  ministers  were  presented  gifts, 
hymns  were  sung  and  an  enjoyable  evening  was  spent, 
after  which  all  joined  hands  in  a  fellowship  circle,  sing- 
ing, "Blest  Be  The  Tie  That  Binds."  The  pastor  closed 
the  evening  with  a  prayer. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  these  Brethren  through  the 
yeai's  to  get  together  for  their  birthdays,  and  have  trav- 
eled many  miles  to  do  so.  While  serving  pastorates  in  the 
Central  District,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Bell,  of  Milledge- 
ville,  Illinois,  enjoyed  these  occasions  with  them,  as  Dr. 
Bell's    birthday   comes   at   the   same   time. 

Rev.  White  has  been  invited  by  the  Cumberland  con- 
gregation to  conduct  a  two  weeks  Evangelistic  Cam- 
paign, beginning  Oct.  7th,  and  has  accepted. 

Mrs.  D.  C.  White. 
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WHEN   I'M  ALONE 

I'm    not   alone   when    I'm   alone, 
Fod  God  is  nearest  when 
The  world's  shut  out 
With  all  its  doubt; 
I  meet  Him  then. 

I'm   not   alone   when   I'm   alone, 
And  I  am  not  sad; 

My  heart  lifts,  sings 

Like  swallow's  wings. 
And  I  am  glad. 

I'm    not   alone   when   I'm   alone, 
No  matter  what  betide; 
My  days  are  brighter 
My  burdens  lighter, 
For  He's  my  Guide. 

I'm    not   alone   when    I'm   alone, 
Then  I   have  time  to  spend 
With  God  in  prayer; 
My  all  I  share 
For   He's   my   Friend. 

— Mary    Senseney. 

LET  US,  like  our  Master,  retire  awhile  to  solitude  and 
give  ourselves  to  meditation  and  prayer  (Matt.  14: 
23).  "Seldom  find  we  a  soul  still  enough  to  hear  God 
speak"  (Psalm  46:10).  We  must  take  time  to  get  ready 
for  eternity  (Psalm  90:12).  This  giddy  world  finds  little 
enjoyment  in  moments  of  introspection,  so  unaccustomed 
are  people  to  being  alone  with  God  and  their  own  con- 
science (Psalm  5:5).  There  is  more  relish  in  the  devo- 
tees of  Pleasure  than  "delight  in  the  law  of  the  Lord" 
(1  Tim.  5:6).  Many  professed  Christians  are  living  poor, 
lean,  unspiritual  lives,  without  any  real  relish  for  God's 
Word,  prayer,  private  meditation,  self-examination  and 
sweet  communion  with  God   (2  Sam.  13:4). 

"In  the  secret  of  His  presence. 

How  my  soul  delights  to  hide! 
Oh,    how    precious    are    the    lessons 

Which  I  learn  at  Jesus'  side! 
Earthly  cares  can  nevei?  vex  me. 

Neither  trials   lay  me   low. 
For  when   Satan  comes  to  tempt  me. 

To   the    secret   place    I   go." 

If  one  has  ever  drunk  of  the  water  of  life  (Psalm 
34:9),  he  can  never  be  satisfied  without  it  (Psalm  42:1). 
"Our  souls  are  restless  until  they  find  their  rest  in  Thee" 
(Matt.  11:28,  29).  Jesus  is  God's  response  to  the  soul's 
cry  for  "the  living  God"  (John  4:13,  14).  Blessed  is  the 
soul  that  thirsts  for  God  (Matt.  5:6).  If  the  soul  ex- 
hausted on  the  husks  of  sin  comes  to  itself,  it  resumes 
its  noi-mal  attitude  toward  God  and  longs  for  the  Father's 


house  (Luke  15:16-19).  Sweet  are  the  songs  of  Zion  h\ 
a  heart  that  thirsts  for  God  (Psalm  84:1),  if  such  a  cm 
is  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  public  worship  (Psaln; 
84:2).  How  beautiful  and  inspiring  is  public  worshi]' 
when  Christians  meet  in  a  state  of  spiritual  longinji 
(Eph.  5:19;  Psalm  113:1).  No  one  could  enter  such  ail 
assembly  without  being  brought  consciously  nearer  to  Go(! 
(1  Cor.  14:25).  Private  and  family  devotion  in  the  homi 
will  put  new  power  and  inspiration  in  the  public  worship  j 
and  more  thirsting  for  the  living  God  (Psalm  42:4). 

In  private  devotions  pray  for  spiritual  renewal,  God': 
blessing,  spiritual  progress  and  joy,  strength,  obedience 
holy  and  right  living,  contrition  and  confession  of  sir 
for  rulers,  for  purity,  knowledge,  mercy,  grace,  perse 
verance,   meekness,   trust,   the   Holy   Spirit,   others,   etc. 


William   H.  Anderson 

Lesson  for  September  2,  1956 

THE  ROYAL  LAW  OF  LOVE 

Lesson:  James  2:1-13 


"GOD  SHOWS  NO  PARTIALITY"  (Acts  10:34— Wms.) 
How  thankful  we  can  be  that  this  is  so!  God  makes  nc 
distinction  as  does  man  between  white  and  black,  noble 
man  and  peasant,  master  and  slave,  or  rich  and  poor 
He  "hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  for  t< 
dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth"  (Acts  17:26). 

In  the  second  chapter  of  his  Epistle,  James  speaks  ou 
against  a  certain  type  of  impartiality  often  manifestei 
by  Christians — undue  deference  toward  the  wealthy,  wit) 
a  corresponding  contempt  for  the  poor.  I 

We  hear  it  said  that  "money  talks."  How  true!  Tb| 
man  who  has  the  ability  to  flash  a  roll  of  bills  can  sooil 
have  everyone  bowing  before  him.  It  is  not  strange  thai 
such  practices  are  common  among  the  worldly.  But  ho\ 
sad  to  find  Christians  with  a  perverted  sense  of  valul 
concerning  wealth! 

Without  any  hesitation  James  says  it  is  impossibi 
for  the  Child  of  God  to  hold  the  faith  of  Jesus  Chrisi 
and  at  the  same  time  demonstrate  respect  for  persons 
When  you  do  so,  says  James,  "are  ye  not  then  partia 
in  yourselves,  and  are  become  judges  of  evil  thoughts? 

We  must  be  very  cautious  about  making  a  distinctio:) 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor.  For  the  rich  are  not  alway 
rich,  neither  are  the  poor  always  poor!  What  do  w 
mean?  "Hearken,  my  beloved  brethren.  Hath  not  Go 
chosen  the  poor  of  this  world  rich  in  faith,  and  heir 
of  the  kingdom  which  He  hath  promised  to  them  th& 
love  Him?"  (James  2:5). 

God  would  have  us  remember,  then,  that  the  rich  man 
so  far  as  God  is  concerned,  is  not  necessarily  the  mas: 
with  pockets  full  of  silver  and  gold.  The  man  who  is  truli 
rich  has  his  name  written  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life! 
he  is  a  Child  of  the  King;  and  some  day,  thank  God,  If 
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vill  enter   the  gates  of  pearl,  and  walk    the    streets    of 
[Old! 

To  be  able  to  always  maintain  a  spirit  of  impartial- 
ty  is  not  easy.  However,  there  is  a  law  by  which  God 
vould  have  us  govern  our  conduct  in  all  these  matters. 
rhe  Royal  Law  of  LOVE!  Here  it  is:  "Thou  shalt  love 
hy  neighbor  as  thyself"  (James  2:8). 

If  the  Royal  Law  of  LOVE  would  permeate  the  entire 
]hurch  of  Jesus  Christ — yea,  and  the  heart  and  life  of 
ivery  member  of  the  Church — there  would  be  no  problem 
;oncerning  respect  of  persons.  The  pastor  would  not  be 
empted  to  cater  to  the  largest  contributor  in  his  con- 
gregation, or  to  those  who  favor  him  with  gifts;  the 
:]hurch  would  be  eager  to  embrace  all  who  would  enter 
ler  doors;  and  the  individual  members  would  be  spirit- 
lally  enriched  because  of  a  sincere  and  genuine  demon- 
;tration  of  Godly  Love  one  for  another. 

"0  Eternal  God,  Thou  who  art  the  Giver  of  every  good 
md  perfect  gift,  be  pleased  to  baptize  Thy  Church  with 
he  Spirit  of  Divine  Love  and  Compassion,  until  every 
leart  will  glow  with  the  radiance  of  Thy  Being,  and 
iouls  will  come  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  Thy  Son,  Jesus 
Christ.  Amen!" 


Young  Men's  and  Boys 
Brofherhood  Progran 

Percy  C,  Miller— Topic  Editor 
Month  of  September 


Do  you  see  any  similarity  between  the  father's  feeling 
toward  the  return  of  his  son  and  verse  seven  ? 

Be  sure  to  tell  the  Bible  story  about  the  prodigal  son. 
It  is  possible  that  the  group  might  also  enjoy  "acting 
out"  the  story  if  there  is  time. 

3.  THE  BLESSEDNESS  OF  PARDON.  Psalm  32:1-7. 

Here  the  Psalmist  tells  us  there  are  two  parts  to  true 
blessedness:  the  remission  of  sin  and  the  purification  of 
the  heart.  He  goes  on  to  describe  the  heaviness  of  sin 
upon  his  heart  before  he  found  God's  forgiving  grace. 
Then  he  joyfully  describes  the  wonderful  transformation 
he  experienced  when  he  discovered  "Thou  art  my  hiding 
place;  thou  shalt  preserve  me  from  trouble." 

Which  do  you  think  must  come  first  in  life — faith  or 
pardon?  Do  you  think  a  person  can  experience  the 
blessedness   of   pardon   without  first   having   faith  ? 

4.  THE  MERCIFUL  FATHER.  Psalm  103:8-14. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  descriptions  of  the 
tenderness,  mercies,  and  fatherly  kindness  of  God  which 
we  have  found  anywhere  in  the  Old  Testament.  Here  God 
is  pictured  as  a  merciful,  loving  Father  whose  great 
understanding  for  us  is  revealed  through  his  endless  pa- 
tience with  our  shortcomings.  His  mercy  is  described 
as  PLENTEOUS.  Although  He  gives  mercies  freely  to 
all  who  seek  them.  His  mercies  shall  never  become  ex- 
hausted. 

In  verse  14  we  are  given  the  simple  reason  why  God 
shows  such  tender  mercies  for  us.  He  knoweth  our  frame. 
Do  you  think  we  can  show  mercy  and  tenderness  to  others 
unless  we  try  to  understand  them  ? 


TOPIC— "GOD'S  CONCERN  FOR   SINNERS" 
L.     THE  NINETY  AND  NINE.  Luke  15:1-7. 

Publicans  were  tax  collectors  and,  because  they  repre- 
sented the  Roman  government  and  because  many  of  them 
iVere  dishonest,  they  were  hated  as  a  group.  The  sinners 
vith  whom  Christ  mingled  were  not  necessarily  only 
;hose  who  were  living  in  sin  according  to  the  Mosaic 
aws,  but  could  have  been  those  who  were  heathens. 
When  the  Pharisees  criticized  Jesus  for  associating  with 
these  groups,  Jesus  justified  his  actions  by  telling  the 
parable  of  the  lost  sheep.  Here  again  we  find  evidence 
3f  the  great  importance  God  places  upon  each  individual 
life. 

In  some  ways  we  value  life  highly.  In  some  ways  wo 
regard  it  cheaply.  Do  you  think  the  shocking  death  toll 
through  traffic  accidents  shows  our  indifference  toward 
the  value  of  the  individual  life  ? 

2.     THE   FORGIVING    FATHER.   Luke   15:11-24. 

According  to  early  historians  it  has  been  "an  imme- 
morial custom  in  the  east  for  sons  to  demand  and  receive 
their  portion  of  the  inheritance  during  their  father's  life- 
time." This  accounts  for  the  willingness  of  the  father  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  his  youngest  son.  It  seems 
that  by  so  ^doing  the  father  showed  that  he  had  complete 
confidence  in  his  son  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  ex- 
tremely disappointed  and  deeply  hurt  to  discover  how  his 
son  had  squandered  his  money  and  fallen  so  low.  Yet,  in 
spite  of  everything  that  had  happened,  the  father  gladly 
received  the  repentant  son  who  came  asking  forgiveness. 


□naannanaDnnnnnDDDnnnaanncjannnnnnnnannDD 
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THE  BEST  TRANSLATION 

pOUR  CLERGYMEN  were  discussing  the  mer- 
■'•  its  of  the  various  translations  of  the  Bible. 
One  liked  the  King  James  Version  best  because  of 
its  simple,  beautiful  English. 

Another  liked  the  American  Revised  Version 
best  because  to  him  it  seemed  more  literal  and 
came  nearer  the  original  Hebrew  and  Greek. 

Still  another  liked  Moffatt's  translation  best 
because  of  its  modern  speech. 

The  fourth  minister  was  silent.  When  asked  to 
express  his  opinion,  he  replied,  "I  like  my  moth- 
er's translation  best." 

The  other  three  expressed  surprise.  They  did 
not  know  that  his  mother  had  made  a  transla- 
tion of  the  Bible.  "Yes,  she  did,"  he  replied.  "She 
translated  it  into  life,  and  it  was  the  most  con- 
vincing version  I  ever  saw." 

—The  Bible  in  New  York. 


innnnnnnnnDnnnnnnnnnnnannnnannnnnnnnnnnDD 
inDaDnDnDnnnnnnnnanaDaanaDannnnnDnnnanaDD 


PAGE  FOURTEEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST! 


NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil   Lersch,   Youth   Director 


TRIP  NOTES 

THE  ABOVE  TITLE  is  not  a  new  term  either  in  mu- 
sical circles  or  in  the  vocabulary  of  the  Ambassador 
Quartet,  although  it  does  concern  us  four.  Most  of  the 
delegates  attending  National  Conference  thought  of  their 
work  as  a  trip  away  from  home.  But  for  the  Ambassadors, 
it  was  a  coming  home  to  roost.  We  were  glad  to  be  back 
on  A.  C.  campus,  but  before  I  digress  further,  let's  sing 
a  few  of  those  trip  notes  (this  is  the  kind  you  can't  sing 
flat). 

.  .  .  The  last  you  heard  from  us  was  after  the  service 
in  Vinco. 

.  .  .  Chuck  (the  early  riser  who  likes  to  go  bird  watch- 
ing soon  after  the  sun  rises)  and  Marlin  did  manage  to 
arise  for  breakfast  by  10:30.  I  guess  the  more  sleep 
Chuck  gets  the  deeper  bass  he  can  sing. 

.  .  .  After  dinner.  Rev.  Brant  took  us  into  Johnstown 
where  we  cut  a  couple  tapes  for  his  Sunday  radio  pro- 
gram. ...  It  rained  that  night  so  we  had  to 
have  the  C.  E.  youth  rally  at  Johnstown  III  Church  in- 
stead of  Amagh.  Sorry  there  was  no  ball  game,  but  we 
really  enjoyed  the  spirit  of  the  young  people.  Remember 
folks,  the  "animals-a-comin'." 

.  .  .  Having  the  run  of  the  Stogsdill  and  Ambrose 
homes  was  appreciated.  Mrs.  Stogsdill  made  our  shirts 
clean  and  we  applied  a  fresh  coat  of  wax  to  the  station- 
wagon. 

.  .  .  Johnstown  II:  I  like  Rev.  Cessna's  idea  of  a  nice 
"silent"  offering. 

.  .  .  On  to  Jones  Mills  and  Meyersdale :  Horace  and 
Joann  Huse  prepared  for  our  coming  very  well.  Staying 
at  Gnagey's,  who  love  to  refinish  old  furniture,  put  us  in 
the  right  frame  of  mind  to  practice  some  old  favorites 
ourselves.    Ummm,    those    waffles    and    chicken. 

.  .  .  Next  day  was  Saturday,  August  11,  and  we  spent 
three  hours  hiking  around  Mt.  Savage,  becoming  sun- 
burned, and  getting  exercise,  before  traveling  on  to  Cum- 
berland. 

.  .  .  Fellowship  supper  with  the  Cumberland  Brethren 
was  great.  It  was  good  to  meet  Gene  Abe,  a  young  fel- 
low who  is  a  machinist  by  trade,  who  is  considering  com- 
ing to  Ashland  College  to  study  for  the  ministry.  I'm 
sure  we'd  like  to  have  you.  Gene.  Rev.  McCartneysmith 
pointed  out  to  his  people  that  we  don't  smell  something 
from  that  black,  circular  object,  but  rather  we  get  our 
starting  pitch  from   it   before  each  song.  Real  observing! 

.  .  .  We  arrived  late  in  Masontown  after  the  Cumber- 
land service,  but  were  well  cared  for  that  night  and  also 
had  good  attendance  Sunday  morning  for  church. 

.  .  .  Thank  you  Rev.  Bolton  for  the  trip  to  Quiet  Dell 
Church,  fellowship  supper,  and  a  grand  reception  by  the 
Cameron  Brethren. 


.  .  .  Arrived  in  Ashland  at  1:00  A.  M.,  Monday  morn-j 
ing  of  Conference  week.  It  was  good  to  get  some  sleep, ( 
after   reading    one    week's    mail   until   two   o'clock.  | 

YOU  REALIZE  that  all  of  these  above  mentioned' 
things  are  only  the  sidelights.  We  feel  that  our  mes-i 
sages,  both  in  song  and  by  word,  have  been  well-received.i 
The  offerings  in  support  of  the  European  trip  are  mostj 
encouraging.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  direction  and  pro- 
tection, and  thanks  be  to  you.  Brethren,  for  receiving  | 
the  Ambassadors.  | 


Till  we  meet  again 


We'll  be  . 


August  27   Maurertown 

August    28    Bethlehem 

August  29    Mt.  Olive 

August  30  ?   (makes  things  interesting) 

August  31 Terra  Alta 

September     1 Gratis 

September     2   Dayton   (AM) 

September     2 New  Lebanon  (PM) 

CONFERENCE  HIGH-LIGHTS 

The  actual  date  of  this  writing  is  Wednesday  night  of 
conference  week.  It's  impossible  to  record  everything 
that  has  happened,  although  the  gathering  is  only  2  1/S 
days  old.  Youth-wise,  our  activities  began  Monday  nighl 
at  9:14  after  the  Vice-Moderator's  address.  Mr.  Arti€ 
Gadfly  presented  his  "home-show"  with  some  very  un- 
usual talent.  Included  in  this  listing  were  Edie  and  Jear 
with  commercials  of  the  week's  programs,  Trudy  and  hei 
golden  vocal  cords.  Stogie  with  aids  on  sewing,  and  s 
descendant  of  Frank  Buck  with  slides  of  a  recent  expe-i 
dition.  If  you  really  want  to  know  what  this  is  all  about 
ask  someone  who  was  there. 

Tuesday  morning  DR.  DRUSHAL  reminded  Brethren 
Youth  that  they  were  important  when  he  spoke  on  "You.' 
Then  Wednesday  he  expanded  and  told  us  of  our  rela^ 
tionship  and  responsibility  to  the  church.  Those  wh( 
aren't  able  to  be  here  are  missing  some  vital  messages 

In  PEP  each  day  we  are  Preparing  to  Execute  oui 
Program.  Plans  are  made  each  day  for  the  work  we  hav( 
to  do.  This  leads  us  into  our  workshops  when  differen'^ 
groups  roll  bandages,  mend  song  books,  arrange  a  talen' 
show,  write  letters  to  our  missionaries,  plan  decorationi? 
for  the  banquet,  and  sit  in  committee  meetings.  Thesi 
are  ways  wd  can  help  others. 

REV.  HAROLD  BARNETT  leads  us  in  a  10  minub 
prayer  service  daily  when  we  pray  definitely  for  Bretb, 
ren  Youth  work.  The  strength  and  guidance  receive*' 
should  be  remembered  when  we  return  home.  Pray  ai 
home  for  B.  Y.  each  day.  God  answers  your  prayers,  yoi 
know. 

CHUCK  and  CONNIE  (that's  Huff  and  Hitchman,  rei 
spectively)  are  weaving  the  entire  program  togethet 
with  some  fine  hymn  singing.  Also  several  youth  ar^ 
contributing  with   devotions  and   specials   regularly. 

Those  interested  in  crafts  are  using  leather  work,  bas 
ket  kits,  gimp  work,  and  decorating  salt-pepper  shaken 
The  trampoline  and  tumbling  instruction,  plus  other  reci 
reational  activities,  have  given  our  active  ones  plenty  o| 
exercise.  I 

BUSINESS    SESSIONS    are    active     and    constructiv- 
Brethren  Youth   are   promoting  a  new  organization — th| 
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BRETHREN  YOUTH  BOOSTER  CLUB"  which  is  for 
outh  and  adults  alike.  A  minimum  gift  of  one  dollar  en- 
itles  you  to  receive  a  membership  card  and  we  hope 
[lat  many  of  you  will  "boost"  with  more  than  $1  per  year. 
lore  about  this  next  week,  and  the  next,  and  the  next . . . 

THIS  from  our  conference  newspaper,  "DAZE-NUZE." 
!ongrats  to  the  new  Brethren  Youth  officers.  They  are: 

President   John  Flora 

VEEP     Tom  Johnson 

Secretary    Judy   Chepes 

Ass't    Secy Betty   Meyers 

Treasurer    Marlin   McCann 

Statistician    Lois  Howard 

Committee   on  Committees: 

Chuck  Huff 

Bonnie  Swihart 

Susan  Miller. 

136  have  registered  thus  far.  122  of  these  presented 
;redentials  and  are  official  delegates  to  the  conference, 
ieep  up  the  good  response*  Bye  now! 

SNORING  IS   SHEET  MUSIC 

(This  began  speaking  in  musical  terms,  didn't  it?) 


T'he   "SX/omens    fDorner 

"oe*  ""06^  "Tss^ 

by    Helen  Jordan 

"REACHING  OUT" 

"But  this  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  those  things  which 
are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  those  things  which 
are  before,  I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the 
high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."  Phil.  3:13-14. 

WE  HAVE  JUST  FINISHED  studying  the  wonderful 
works  of  Paul  in  our  Sunday  School  lessons.  What 
a  challenge  to  all  of  us  each  lesson  presented;  a  chal- 
lenge to  "Reach  Out,"  giving  ourselves  for  the  winning 
of  our  fellow  men. 

I  once  read  a  Chinese  legend  which  tells  of  a  vase 
maker  whose  greatest  desire  was  to  make  the  most 
beautiful  vase  of  all.  He  would  fire  his  furnace  to  one 
degree  of  heat  and  then  to  another  without  success. 
Finally  he  gave  up  in  despair  and  threw  himself  into  the 
fire  with  the  vase.  Colors  that  had  never  been  seen  before 
came  into  the  vase,  and  to  the  Chinese  it  still  remains 
the  wonder  of  the  ages. 

I  Jesus  said,  "He  who  loses  his  life  for  my  sake  shall 
find  it."  How  this  has  been  proven  by  the  lives  of  great 
I  men  and  women,  who  gave  themselves  in  service  for 
I  others. 

I  There  are  times  that  the  person  Jesus  finds  in  us  is  a 
shifty,  undependable,  unreliable  type.  We  only  measure 
up  "second  best"  because  secondary  matters  seem  to 
,  claim  first  place.  But  there  is  a  "come  back"  in  Christian 


service.    All    that   we    give    into   the    lives  of   others   and 
more  comes  back  into  our  own. 

Toyohiko  Kagawa,  a  Japanese  missionary  has  written 
a  poem,  "Discovery,"  from  "Songs  From  The  Slums:" 

I  cannot  invent 

New  things 

Like  the  airship  which  sail. 

On  silver  wings, 

But  today 

A  wonderful  thought, 

In  the  dawn  was  given, 

And  the  stripes  on  my  robe. 

Shining  from  wear. 

Were  suddenly  fair. 

Bright  with  a  light, 

Falling  from  heaven — • 

Gold,  and  silver,  and  bronze, 

Lights  from  the  windows  of  heaven. 

And  the  Thought  was  this: 

That  a  secret  plan 

Is  hid  in  my  hand. 

That  my  hand  is  big 

Big, 

Because  of  this  plan. 

That  God 

Who  dwells  in  my  hand. 

Knows  this  secret  plan 

Of  the  things  He  will  do  for  the  world 

Using  my  hand! 

Using  our  hands  to  "Reach  Out" — visit,  give,  share! 
Herein  lies  our  challenge;  looking  to  Christ,  following 
him,  and  telling  others  about  him. 

Mrs.  John   Golby, 

Johnstown,  Penna. 
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FOR   CHOIRS 

"CHOIR   FAVORITES"   Series 

Choir  Favorites  #  1 

96  pages  of  special  arrangements 
for  volunteer  and  rally  choirs. 

The  arrangements  are  simple,  yet 
effective  and  include  favorites  that 
have  endured  through  the  years, 
such  as: 

God  So  Loved  the   World 
Hallelujah  for  the   Cross 
At  the  Battle's  Front 
Si2e5%"x8%".  85?!;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

Choir  Favorites  #2 

82  all-time  choir  favorites  includ- 
ing such  popular  numbers  as: 
Balm  in  Gilead 
Just   Keep    On   Praying 
Follow,  I  Will  Follow  Thee 
Size  5%"x8%".  85$!;  per  doz.,  $9.00 

"GOSPEL  CHOIR  CLASSICS" 
Series 

Gospe]  Choir  Classics  #  1 

20  especially  arranged  choir  fav- 
orites, wonderfully  suitable  for  vol- 
unteer choirs,   including: 

Overshadowed 

Wonderful  Peace 
Size  6%"  X  IQi/i".  Paper,  60(i 

Gospel  Choir  Classics  #2 

20  more  choir  favorites  especially 
chosen  for  volunteer  choirs,  includ- 
ing: 

Turn  Your  Eyes  Upon  Jesus 
After 
Size  6%"  X  101/4".  Paper,  60si 

FOR   MEN 

"SING  MEN"  Series 
Sing  Men   #  1 

63  favorite  songs  for  men's  quar- 
tets,   octets,    and    ensembles    like; 

I'm  a-Trampin' 

On  the  Jericho  Road 
Size  6%"  X  10%".  Paper,  75 (i 

Sing   Men   #  2 

64  gospel  song  favorites  for  men's 
quartets,   octets,   etc.,   like: 

Balm  in  Gilead 

The  Love  of  God 
Size  678"  X  lOYa".  Paper,  75{! 


Sing  Men   #3 

56  favorite  gospel  songs  especially 
arranged   for   men's   voices. 
My  Sins  Are   Gone 
When  I  Met  My  Saviour 
Size  6%"  X  lOVa".  Paper,  75?; 

"SINGSPIRATION"   Series 

Singspiration   #  1 

91   songs,   choruses  such  as: 
For  God  So  Loved  the  World 
If   You    Want   Joy 
Size6"x8%"        35<i;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  2 
111   favorites   like: 

All   Because  of   Calvary 
Why  Do  I  Sing  About  Jesus? 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  3 

106  songs,   choruses  such  as: 
Thank   You,   Lord 
No  One  Ever  Cared  For  Me 
Size6"x8y8"        35vi;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  4 

108  songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Life  Begins 

Summertime   in   My   Heart 
Size  6"x8%"       35?!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration   #  5 
77  songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Cleanse  Me 
It's   in   My  Heart 
Size  6"x8y8"        35?!;    3  for  $1,00 
Singspiration  #  6 
70   songs,  choruses  such  as: 
Everybody  Ought  to  Know. 
Isn't   He    Wonderful? 
Size  6"x8%"        35$!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  7 

51  songs,  choruses  such  as: 
God   Can  Do   Anything 
Let's    Talk   About   Jesus 
Size6"x8%"        359!;    3  for  $1.00 
Singspiration  #  8 

67    popular    songs    and   choruses. 
Burdens  Are  Lifted  at  Calvary 
He   Is   All   I  Need 
He   Walks  Before  Me 
Size  6"x8%".        35$i;  3  for  $1.00 

FOR   DUETS 
Let's  Sing  Duets 

32  special  duet  arrangements  like:' 
I've  Discovered  the   Way  of 

Gladness 
Precious  Hiding  Place 
Size  6%"  X  10"  60^ 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


CANTON,  OHIO,  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Special 
speakers  on  August  19th  were:  Morning,  Rev,  W,  T. 
Stebbins,  of  the  First  Christian  Church;  Evening,  Rev. 
RoUand   Reece,  of  the  Niez  E.  U.  B.   Church. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Henry 
Bates,  in  a  recent  bulletin,  says:  "We  are  all  thrilled 
with  the  progress  which  is  being  made  on  our  new  Sun- 
day School  annex." 

Work  on  the  excavation  was  done  the  week  of  August 
13th. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  One  new  member  was  received 
by  baptism  on  August  12th. 

ATTENTION 

BRETHREN  ANNUAL  INFORMATION 

Attention  of  Conference  Auxiliary  and  Board  secre- 
taries is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  1956  Edition  of  the 
Brethren  Annual  is  in  preparation.  Those  groups  whose 
minutes  regularly  appear  in  this  Annual  are  asked  to 
send  them  immediately   to   the   Editor  of  Publications. 

Pastors  who  have  changed  residence,  or  who  are  an- 
ticipating a  change  in  the  near  future,  are  asked  to 
assure  their  correct  listing  in  the  Annual  by  dropping  a 
post  card  to  the  Editor  soon.  By  actual  count,  approx- 
imately 25%  of  our  ministers  have  changed,  or  will  be 
changing,  since  the  last  Annual  was  published.  So,  to  be 
pure  of  a  correct  listing,  drop  the  Editor  a  card. 


This       'n'       That 


By  the  Editor 


SINCE  MOST  OF  THIS  ISSUE  is  made  up  the  wee 
following  General  Conference,  with  our  bulletin  r< 
ceipts  being  low  in  number,  we  find  our  "Interestin 
Items"  material   in  short  supply. 

We  therefore  take  this  opportunity  to  again  sugges 
to  our  churches  that  all  of  you  be  sure  to  send  in  yoi 
weekly  church  bulletins,  regularly.  News  for  the  "Inte 
esting  Items"  column  is  gleaned  from  bulletins,  nev 
notes  and  cards  as  received  each  week  by  the  Editor.  ^A 
suggest  that  you  pencil,  or  check  important  items,  ma' 
ing  it  easier  for  the  Editor  to  note  them.  Those  item 
which  in  our  judgment,  are  "General  Interest  News"  w: 
appear  here. 

With  annual  vacation  here  at  the  Publishing  Compai 
the  last  two  weeks  in  July,  and  the  rush  afterwards 
preparing  for  General  Conference,  plus  holding  up  t 
Conference  issue  to  include  the  listing  of  the  new  Coj 
ference  officers,  and  the  mountain  of  work  since  the} 
has  made  for  a  somewhat  irregular  mailing  schedule  f| 
your  Evangelist.  In  another  week  we  hope  to  be  back  >\ 
our  regular  schedule.  ! 

What  suggestions  do  you  have  for  your  Church  Pape  j 
During  Conference  week,  we  "picked  up"  a  few  go 
suggestions,  and  as  feasible,  will  incorporate  them  ir 
the  paper  from  time  to  time.  The  Publication  Board  h 
also  done  some  long  range  planning  for  the  Evangelii 
about  which  we  will  tell  you  at  a  later  date.  St: 
gestions  that  you  may  have  can  be  placed  in  an  envelo 
and  mailed  to  the  Editor  of  Publications. 


A  LAST  MINUTE  REMINDER: 

THERE  are  still  quite  a  few  Sunday  Schools 
which  have  not  yet  sent  in  their  orders  for  the 
4th  Quarter  supphes. 

Last  Quarter,  some  Sunday  Schools  did  not  or- 
der in  time  to  receive  their  supplies  for  the  first 
Sunday  of  the  new  Quarter. 


August  15th  is  the  date,  when,  to  insure  (I- 
livery  of  all  supplies,  your  order  should  have  bel» 
in  our  office.  So  if  your  order  is  still  not  in,  b  - 
ter  mail  it  today,  or  your  teachers  will  be  wiij- 
dering  why  their  supplies  are  not  delivered 
time  for  the  new  Quarter. 
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Rs   IBack  To  School    ft  gain 


N  A  FEW  DAYS,  millions  of  American  boys  and 
girls  will  be  starting  back  to  school  again,  af- 
ir  having  had,  what  to  them  probably  seems  to 
3,  a  rather  short  summer's  vacation.  More  mil- 
3ns  of  American  children  will  be  starting  to 
;hool  for  the  first  time.  The  first  day  of  school 
)r  them  will  probably  be  a  lasting  memory;  it 
ill  at  least  never  be  forgotten  by  the  parents. 

Of  all  these  children,  many  will  enter  our  pub- 
i  schools  from  Christian  homes.  Homes  where 
irents  are  concerned  about  the  welfare  of  their 
fspring.  These  parents  will  be  concerned  about 
hat  their  boys  and  girls  are  going  to  be  taught. 
hey  will,  through  the  year,  maintain  what  vigi- 
nce  they  can  in  this  matter  of  what  their  boys 
id  girls  are  learning  in  school.  Other  parents 
ill  give  little  or  no  thought  to  what  their  chil- 
ren  will  be  learning — passing  the  job  on  to  the 
Liblic  servants  known  as  school  teachers. 

It  is  our  wish  that  more  Christian  parents 
ould  be  more  concerned  with  what  their  children 
re  learning.  It  used  to  be  that  much  of  the  public 
3hool  curriculum  centered  around  the  Bible — at 
sast  the  Bible  and  its  teachings  were  kept  in  mind 
ithe  school  room.  But  now,  this  nation,  which 
rew  great  under  the  Bible-taught  and  Bible-prac- 
ced  precepts  in  the  school  room,  has  now  largely 
)rsaken  that  sacred  heritage  in  modern  class 
3oms.  Thus  it  does  become  a  matter  of  con- 
irn  on  the  part  of  Christian  parents  as  to  what 
leir  children  are  receiving  in  the  public  school 
jass  room. 

I  Because  a  child,  during  the  winter  months, 
'3ends  a  very  high  percentage  of  waking  hours 
ji  the  class  room,  it  is  certain  that  his  or  her 
'^acher  exerts  much  influence  in  moulding  char- 
pter,  attitudes  and  futures.  A  Christian  teach- 
without  "teaching  religion,"  (which  of  course 
'forbidden"),  can,  in  a  moment  of  confiding 
a  the  part  of  a  child,  plant  in  the  child's  heart 


a  thought,  an  admonition,  or  a  suggestion  from 
her  own  Christian  experience,  which  to  that  child 
will  become  a  life-long  guide-post.  Teachers  will 
testify  that  "moments  of  confiding"  by  children 
during  a  180  day  school  year  are  often  more 
than  a  few.  So,  we  see  that  parents  can  well  be 
concerned  as  to  who  has  the  "teaching  power" 
over  their  children.  If  Christian  influence  at  the 
desk  of  the  school  room  is  missing,  the  responsi- 
bility of  Christian  parents  toward  the  moral,  so- 
cial and  religious  needs  of  their  children  is  great- 
ly multiplied.  This  fact  we  must  face. 

Whatever  the  situation  at  school,  no  parent, 
yes,  no  Christian  parent,  can  shove  the  moral,  so- 
cial and  religious  training  of  their  children  onto 
the  public  school  teacher.  First,  last  and  always, 
that  training  is  a  MUST  in  the  home!  Well 
trained  Christian  children  can  carry  their  Chris- 
tian influence  into  the  school  room  where  it  will 
do  much  good.  It  even  will  receive  strength  from 
a  Christian  school  teacher;  at  least  it  won't  be 
negated  by  a  non-christian  teacher. 

While  we  would  like  to  see  all  the  public  school 
teachers  of  America  Christian  (for  Christian 
principles  are  the  basis  of  American  democracy 
in  its  purest  sense)  YET  OUR  GREATEST  CON- 
CERN RIGHT  NOW  is  that  when  your  children 
start  another  year  of  school  this  week,  it  will 
be  with  the  strength  of  Christian  home  training 
in  their  hearts.  Is  that  too  much  to  ask  of  Chris- 
tian parents?  We  must  be  concerned,  as  Chris- 
tian parents,  about  what  our  children  are  being 
taught,  yes,  but  we  must  be  certain  that  we  have 
done  our  home  training  well,  too. 

Yes,  it's  back  to  school  again  for  another  year. 
Beyond  the  Christian  training  you  have  given 
your  children  in  your  home,  you  can  send  them 
each  day  to  school  with  your  prayers  and  can 
listen  receptively  to  what  they  have  to  say  when 
they  come  home  at  night.  We  owe  that  to  our 
children.— W.  S,  B, 
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LET  THE  CHURCH  BE  THE  CHURCH 

i 

Rev.    Lyie    1.    Lichtenberger 


M' 


Part    I 

[Y  DEAR  BROTHERS  and  Sisters  in  Christ:  this 
year  your  Conference  Executive  Committee  has 
chosen  as  our  Conference  Theme — "To  Serve  the  Pres- 
ent Age."  It  was  not  our  purpose  to  suggest  that  we 
have  no  responsibility  for  the  future  ages,  but  that  how 
we  serve  the  present  age  will  determine  the  well-being 
of  the  future. 

Our  conference  text  explains  what  I  am  trying  to  say 
in  these  words:  "I  must  work  the  works  of  Him  that 
sent  me  while  it  is  day;  the  night  cometh  when  no  man 
can  work."  There  is  a  job  to  do  now.  There  is  work  that 
must  be  done  now.  In  recent  years  the  criticism  has 
been  made  of  the  church,  or  perhaps  it  would  be  better 
to  say  Church  members,  that  it — or  they — ^are  too  much 
interested  in  the  other  world  to  do  much  work  in  this 
one.  I  have  also  heard  said  that  communist  forces  are 
not  worried  about  the  church  forces  in  the  United  States, 
for  as  long  as  our  only  interest  is  in  the  next  world 
we  can  hurt  their  cause  very  little,  for  they  don't  be- 
lieve in  the  next  world  anyway.  At  one  time  the  church 
boasted  the  fact  that  "the  boy  who  attended  Sunday 
School  never  was  sent  to  Reform  School,"  but  no  longer 
can  we  say  it  since  this  year's  crime  statistics  seem  to 
show  that  it  makes  very  little  difference  at  all. 

I  must  agree  that  not  one  of  these  criticisms  is 
wholly  correct.  But  it  does  show  that  the  church  has  a 
tendency  to  run  from  present  responsibility  and  hide  its 
head  in  its  traditions,  and  then  wonder  why  the  world  has 
passed  it  by. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  a  weighty  discus- 
cussion  on  what  the  church  is  or  is  not,  but  I  would  like  to 
make    a   few    simple   observations    and    recommendations. 

First  of  all,  let's  begin  with  a  few  things  concerning 
which  I  am  sure  we  all  agree — 


Number  One — The  Church  is  Christ's — "Upon  this  roci 
I  will  build  'My'  Church"  were  the  words  of  Christ  'I 
His  disciples.  Although  we  all  like  to  speak  personal; 
as  this  or  that  church  being  "ours,"  yet  I  am  sure  v 
all  agree  that  The  Church  is  Christ's  church  and  not  ouij 
We  make  ourselves  a  part  of  His  church  by  acceptiij 
Him  and  His  way.  The  work  at  hand  to  be  done  by  tlj 
Church  and  each  individual  local  church  must  be  Hi 
work.  John  17:18 — "As  thou  hast  sent  me  into  the  wor]| 
even  so  have  I  also  sent  them  into  the  world."  For  whj 
purpose  was  He  sent?  Luke  4:18-19 — "The  Spirit  of  tj 
Lord  is  upon  me,  because  he  hath  anointed  me  to  prea 
the  gospel  to  the  poor;  he  hath  sent  me  to  heal  tl) 
brokenhearted,  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  a:j 
recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  theii 
that  are  bruised,  to  preach  the  acceptable  year  of  t| 
Lord."  It  seems  to  me  we  have  stated  here  the  work 
the  church  and  the  work  of  the  present  age.  Are  we  j 
the  job?  Partially,  yes — but  I  am  sure  you  will  agiij 
it  is  perhaps  more  by  accident  than  by  the  carryif 
through  of  any  real  planned  program. 

Number  Two — I  am  sure  we  agree  that :  because  ji 
group  of  people  organize  and  call  themselves  a  chuJii 
no  more  guarantees  that  they  are  the  Church  of  Jeifp 
Christ  than  a  man  calling  himself  a  lion  or  moose  mali? 
himself  a  lion  or  moose.  Ministers  and  laymen  alike  m  t 
awaken  to  the  present  situation  and  be  concerned,  "i 
are  not  here  to  tell  God  what  to  do  but  to  just  rep?: 
for  duty.  Our  prayers  too  long  have  been  from  heajs 
already  molded  by  our  own  prides.  We  pray  that  (]i 
may  bless  the  works  of  our  hands, — instead  we  shod 
pray  that  the>  works  of  our  hands  may  be  worthy  of    s 
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ilessing.  "We  are  His  only  when  we  do  what  He  has  com- 
nanded  us  to  do." 

Number  Three — I  am  sure  we  all  agree  that  the  easy- 
going attitude  which  is  so  visible  in  our  churches  finds 
ittle  comparison  either  in  the  first  century  church  or  in 
he  early  years  of  our  own  particular  denomination.  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  not  engaged  in  child  play.  The 
Lttitude  in  much  of  the  church  today  is  that  if  a  gen- 
iration  is  brought  up  within  the  church  it  will  inherently 
)e  Christian.  True,  it  does  help,  but  each  generation  must 
)e  evangelized  anew.  We  must  have  personal  evangelism 
oday  right  in  our  churches.  The  mass  effort  like  revivals, 
3ible  studies,  etc.,  do  little  to  reach  those  on  the  fringes 
vith  any  type  of  real  commitment. 

We  are  learning  today,  as  much  as  any  generation  has, 
vhat  real  heresy  is.  Some  would  have  us  believe  that  all 
ve  need  is  a  re-emphasis  of  our  particular  and  peculiar 
Brethren  Doctrine.  I  do  share  with  them  their  concern 
)ver  the  ignorance  of  our  people  in  our  particular  Breth- 
ren beliefs,  but  I  feel  we  miss  the  mark  if  we  think  that 
;hese  particular  beliefs  will  alone  make  a  man.  a  Chris- 
;ian. 

The  heresies  to  which  I  am  referring  are  those  of 
spiritual  discipline,  stewardship  and  growth.  Let's  not  fool 
)urselves,  Brethren,  our  own  forefathers  were  concerned 
ibout  how  the  individual  expressed  his  Christian  experi- 
ence. I  suspicion  they  were  even  more  concerned  with  a 
nan's  relationship  to  his  God  than  how  he  was  baptized, 
;;hough  I  do  not  mean  to  minimize  the  latter.  What  I  am 
trying  to  say  is,  that  to  those  of  you  who  feel  we  need 
to  re-emphasize  our  Brethren  position,  let's  get  to  the 
basic  problems  and  heresies. 

And  now  if  you  will  bear  with  me  I  would  like  to  get 
iefinite.  I  do  so,  realizing  that  here  we  shall  get  into  dis- 
agreements, but  unless  we  talk  about  particular  matters 
we  will  accomplish  little. 

First  of  all,  let's  look  at  this  business  of  personal  dis- 
cipline. There  is  little  that  can  be  done  with  this  matter 


on  a  district  level.  It  must  be  done  in  the  local  church 
and  by  each  of  its  members.  A  district  can  be  no  stronger 
than  its  individual  churches  and  those  churches  can  be 
no  stronger  than  their  individual  members. 

It  has  been  my  observation  that  the  only  effort  our 
average  church  member  makes  towards  any  type  of  Chris- 
tian experience  is  to  attend  Sunday  morning  worship  ser- 
vices as  regularly  as  is  convenient  and  have  a  blessing 
at  the  meal.  In  reference  to  the  latter,  I  was  never  more 
surprised  and  disappointed  than  one  experience  I  had 
while  I  was  yet  in  college.  After  returning  from  an 
a  cappella  choir  trip  through  the  East,  one  of  the  choir 
members  made  the  observation  that,  having  stayed  in  six 
Brethren  homes,  he  never  once  heard  the  blessing  offered 
at  a  meal.  I  pray  this  was  an  exception — I  fear  it  was 
not. 

Recently  I  was  reading  the  materials  given  out  by  the 
Yokefellows,  which  is  an  interdenominational  laymen's 
movement.  The  Yokefellows  have  the  following  listed  as 
a  "Minimum  Discipline." 

"As  one  who  seeks  to  submit  his  will  to  the  will  of 
Christ,  I  humbly  undertake  to  wear  His  Yoke  in  the  fol- 
lowing ways: 

1.  To  pray  every  day,  preferably  at  the  beginning  of 
the  day. 

2.  To  read  reverently  and  thoughtfully,  every  day,  a 
portion  of  Scripture,  following  a  definite  plan. 

3.  To  share,  at  least  once  each  week,  in  the  public 
worship  of  God. 

4.  To  give  a  definite  portion  of  my  annual  income  to 
the  promotion  of  the  Christian  Cause. 

5.  To  devote  a  specific  portion  of  my  time  to  minister- 
ing to  the  needs  of  others. 

6.  To  strive  to  make  my  daily  work  a  Christian  voca- 
tion. 

7.  To  develop  my  mental  powers  by  careful  reading 
and  study." 

I  am  sure  you  will  agree  these  are  all  necessities  to  our 
church  members,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  but  a  minimum. 
But  Brethren,  how  many  of  our  members  measure  up  to 
the  minimum  ?  It  is  not  just  an  individual  and  personal 
problem.  In  our  type  of  government,  where  each  mem- 
ber has  a  firm  voice, — in  which  I  firmly  believe — these 
people  who  make  little  effort  if  any  to  grow  spiritually, 
control  our  churches.  Sure,  they  are  seldom  there  to 
vote,  and  they  are  in  the  minority  in  the  official  positions 
of  our  churches,  but  nevertheless  they  are  the  ones  who 
high-pressure  the  work  of  the  church — for  our  official 
boards  and  ministers  alike  (I  too  am  guilty)  are  all 
prone  to  scratch  their  backs  to  keep  them  happy.  In 
reality,  when  we  do  it  we  are  part  and  parcel  of  their 
sin.  We  encourage  it  when  we  tolerate  it.  We'll  say  more 
about  this  later.  Now  don't  get  me  wrong.  I  am  not  ad- 
vocating roll  revision  or  putting  them  on  an  inactive 
roll — that's  the  easy  way  out.  Rather  get  to  work!  Don't 
permit  them  to  kid  themselves  into  hell.  Either  they 
have  a  definite  relationship  with  their  God  or  they  do  not. 
Either  they  "know  He  lives  because  He  lives  within  their 
hearts"  or  then  sin  is  still  in  them. 

We  are  turning  to  another  of  the  heresies  within  our 

(Continued   on  Page  7) 
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MBORORO  — HIGI  STATION 

Progress  is  being  made  on  the  construction  of  build- 
ings at  the  Mbororo  Station  according  to  Charles  M. 
Bieber,  Assistant  Field  Secretary.  A  well  has  been  dug, 
and  two  round  houses,  one  for  the  storage  of  supplies 
and  another  as  living  quarters  for  the  builder,  have  been 
erected.  Jim  Bowman,  just  back  from  furlough,  will  re- 
sume the  construction  work,  putting  down  the  founda- 
tion for  the  first  permanent  residence. 


BIBLE  SCHOOL  PROGRESSES 

A  Bible  School  for  the  training  of  more  and  better 
trained  Bible  students  was  opened  at  Garkida,  Nigeria 
in  March  1956  with  approximately  twenty  students  en- 
rolled. This  is  a  joint  project  of  the  Mission  and  the 
Nigerian  Church.  The  Nigerian  Church  is  supplying  two 
pounds  ($5.00  American  equivalent)  per  student  while 
the  mission  is  supplying  staff,  classroom,  boarding  quar- 
ters,   supplies    and   medical    care. 

Our  Brethren  Church  is  sharing  in  this  Bible  School 
work  by  supplying  funds  for  books,  supplies,  living  quar- 
ters and  medical  care.  It  is  evident  that  this  program  will 
strengthen  the  local  churches  in  Nigeria  and  also  the  out- 
reach of  these  local  congregations. 


LEPROSY  VICTIMS 

Believed  incurable  through  the  ages,  Hansen's  disease 
or  leprosy  has  brought  to  its  sufferers  extreme  persecu- 
tion. 

To  give  medical  attention  and  to  meet  other  basic  needs 
of  those  afflicted,  the  Garkida  Leprosarium  was  establ- 
lished  in  Nigeria  in  1929,  staffed  by  Brethren  mission- 
aries. Now  nearly  800  patients  reside  on  this  2,500  acre 
farm  colony,  divided  into  villages  for  each  language  group. 
New  drugs  made  possible  the  dismissal  of  496  cases  dur- 
ing a  year's  time. 

While  at  the  leprosarium  patients  cultivate  small  farms, 
attend  school  and  receive  vocational  training.  Through  an 
active  church  program  three  of  every  four  patients  are 
baptized  or  covenanted  Christians  upon  discharge. 

Up  to  sixty  babies  are  born  annually  in  the  leprosar- 
ium. Usually  they  are  separated  from  their  parents  to 
avoid  almost  certain  infection.  The  general  mission  hos- 
pital cares  for  a  majority  of  the  infants  until  the  moth- 
ers' afflictions  are  arrested — Gospel  Messenger. 


DEDICATION  OF  ORGAN  —  ARGENTINA 

A  recent  cable  from  Robert  Byler  stated  that  the  new 
Hammond   electric   organ,    sent   to    Buenos  Aires  for  the 


radio  studio  in  the  Headquarters  Building,  was  dedicated! 
recently.  !| 

The  organ,  a  Hammond  console  Model  M-3,  was  pur-i] 
chased  by  the  Missionary  Board  through  a  New  Yorl<: 
church  agency  and  shipped  to  Buenos  Aires  the  latter 
part  of  May.  It  will  be  used  in  supplying  music  for  thtj 
radio  programs  and  for  the  church  services  at  Nunez  as  I 
well. 


KRYPTON  EVANGELISTIC  SERVICES 

Kenny  Howard  is  conducting  evangelistic  services  all 
the  mission  in  Krypton,  Kentucky.  He  is  being  assistec' 
in  these  services  by  his  sister.  Miss  Lois  Howard,  Ojj 
Johnstown,  Pennsylvania.  Lois  will  provide  special  musid 
on  her  marimba  and  also  direct  the  congregational  sing 
ing.  Miss  Margaret  Lowery  is  in  charge  of  the  work  aj 
Krypton. 


BRETHREN  VISIT  KENTUCKY  MISSION 
POINTS 

There  have  been  many  Brethren  people  and  friend  i 
who  have  visited  the  mission  points  at  Lost  Creek  ami 
Krypton  this  summer.  We  are  glad  for  so  many  visitor.| 
because  we  know  that  now  there  are  more  people  whj 
better  understand  both  the  opportunities  and  the  needs  ii| 
these  two  Kentucky  mountain  areas.  ! 

The  Missionary  Board  is  aware  of  these  opportunitie  I 
and  needs,  and  is  attempting  to  take  advantage  of  thi 
opportunities  and  to  supply  the  needs  as  circumstance  I 
and  finances  permit. 


LOST  CREEK  TIMBER  BEING  CUT 

The  oak,  poplar,  hickory  and  other  valuable  timbei 
trees  covering  the  hill  on  the  faiTn  at  Lost  Creek  ar' 
being  cut  for  lumber.  Dorman  Ronk,  assisted  by  local  e> 
perienced  men,  is  supervising  this  work  for  the  Missior 
ary  Board.  A  mill  has  been  set  up  on  the  premises  an 
the  sawing  will  be  done  there.  Some  of  the  lumber  will  t 
sold  locally  and  some  will  be  shipped  out.  The  proceec 
will  be  used  in  the  building  program  at  Lost  Creek. 
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1956  SUMMER  CAMP  REPORT 

Jerry  Flora 


DURING  JUNE,  JULY,  AND  AUGUST  the  Sunday 
School  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  (formerly  The 
^lational  Sunday  School  Association  of  the  Brethren 
Church)  sponsored  camps  in  six  districts  throughout  the 
ienomination. 

A  total  of  871  Brethren  young  people  participated  in 
hese  camps — an  increase  of  6%  over  last  year,  and  an 
ncrease   of   25%    over  the  attendance  four  years   ago. 

The  number  of  campers  by  districts  this  year  was  as 
'ollows : 

Camp  Pinnacles  (Southeast  District)   116 

Camp  Juniata  (Pennsylvania  District)    125 

Camp  Zion  (Ohio  District)   189 

Camp  Shipshewana   (Indiana  District)    327 

Camp  Blackhawk  (Central  District)    73 

Camp  Wyandotte    (Midwest  District)    41 

There  are  several  encouraging  signs  in  the  1956  camp 
•eport:  (1)  Camp  Shipshewana  added  a  fifth  week  to  its 
ichedule  to  care  for  the  increase  in  Intermediates.  (2) 
^amp  Blackhawk  had  a  25%  increase  in  attendance,  the 
argest  in  all   the  camps   (3)    The  camp    program    as    a 


whole  has  been  increasing  steadily  for  the  past  several 
years  (see  below).  (4)  The  number  of  spiritual  decisions 
made  by   campers   has   increased   proportionately. 

Here  are  the  total  camp  attendances  from  1952  through 
1956: 

1952  698 

1953  697 

1954    742 

1955  820 

1956  871 

It  is  obvious  from  these  figures  that  more  and  more 
Brethren  young  people  are  taking  advantage  of  the  op- 
portunities to  be  found  in  Brethren  summer  camps. 

This  is  another  of  the  encouraging  signs  abroad  today 
in  our  church.  The  increasing  camp  program  should  be 
considered  along  with  the  new  work  of  Brethren  Youth, 
the  enlarged  program  of  the  Missionary  Board,  the  ex- 
pansion of  Ashland  College  and  Seminary,  and  the  re- 
newed emphasis  on  Sunday  school  work  in  the  denomi- 
nation. The  Brethi-en  Church  is  on  the  march!  The  young 
people  in  camp  today  are  the  church  of  tomorrow.  What 
kind  of  church  will  it  be  ? 


g<ii^;!g<);atiMitgsaifiiatiiaat^i>i^i«jitvi^i^ij!i>i<it^^^ 


LET  THE  CHURCH  BE  THE  CHURCH 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

nidst.  I  am  referring  to  the  deplorable  stewardship  hab- 
its of  our  people.  What  makes  it  a  heresy  to  me  is  that 
;he  majority  never  once  consider  there  is  any  relationship 
between  their  stewardship  and  their  spiritual  life.  Since 
.ve  have  briefly  looked  at  the  stewardship  of  time  and 
;alent  within  our  discussion  on  spiritual  discipline,  I 
ivould   like    to    turn    to    our  stewardship   of  possessions. 

Let's  set  this  point  straight  before  we  start — I  am 
lot  talking  about  money.  I  am  speaking  of  selfishness, 
jovetousness  and   the   pride   of   possessions. 

One  false  concept  we  must  meet  and  deal  with  in  every 
church  is  that  the  preaching  of  the  stewardship  of  pos- 
sessions has  no  right  behind  the  pulpit.  Now,  I  am  sure 
[10  minister  wants  to  preach  money,  but  covetousness 
is  one  sin  we  dare  not  neglect.  As  we  look  at  our  statis- 
tics for  this  year  we  see  that  we  now  have  a  member- 
ship (in  our  District)  of  2,474,  and  a  total  giving  of 
?125,418,  which  amounts  to  approximately  $50  per  year 
per  member — less  than  one  dollar  per  week. 

Our  condition  is  much  like  the  pastor  who  said,  "Cer- 
tainly all  my  members  tithe,  but  I  certainly  can't  see 
how  they  get  along  on  $10  per  week  income."  Now  let 
me  ask  you  this — what  would  you  conclude  the  Spiritual 
condition  of  this  district  to  be,  if  you  were  Moderator 
of  this   conference,  when  the   average   gift   per  member 


per  week  is  less  than  one  dollar?    Tell  me 
covetous  ? 


-are  we  not 


What  is  a  dollar  worth  in  these  days?  And  yet  we 
expect  our  Lord  to  keep  His  kingdom  going  and  growing 
on  less  than  one  dollar  a  week.  The  pitiful  thing  in  my 
estimation  is  that  we  are  not  only  tolerating  it  but  en- 
couraging it  by  our  financial  programs  in  our  local 
churches.  I  make  this  statement  after  making  the  follow- 
ing observations — 

(1)  By  and  large — our  average  church  leaves  the 
work  of  the  Lord  to  chance.  How  far  would  any  organ- 
ization or  business  get  if  it  waited  till  the  last  minute 
to  do  its  planning?  If  it  had  no  over  all  policy?  How 
many  of  our  churches  really  plan  for  the  future  ?  Has 
your  official  board  decided  together  what  kind  of  a 
church  they  want  a  year  from  now?  or  even  in  three 
months  ?  are  they  satisfied  with  what  they  are  now  ?  do 
they  just  plan  a  month  at  a  time?  How  far  along  do 
you  think  the  redemption  of  our  souls  would  be  if  it 
were  left  to  chance  ?  Our  redemption  was  planned  every 
step  of  the  way  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  But 
we  leave  the  work  of  the  Kingdom  to  chance.  We  don't 
like  the  word  evolution  but  we  expect  our  churches  to 
somehow,  undirected,  evolve  into  a  glorious  church.  Paul 
says,  "Let  all  things  be  done  decently  and  in  order." 
Paul  knew  and  so  do  all  of  us,  laymen  and  ministers 
alike,  that  God  has  a  plan  for  His  church  and  chance 
has  no  place  in  it. 


(Concluded   in  September   15th   issue.) 
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ORDINATION  SERVICES  FOR 

JOHN  MILLS 

held  af  the 


22,  1956 


Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum  (left)  and  Rev.  James  E.  Aiilt, 
lay  the  hands  of  the  Elders  upon  Ministerial  Candidate, 
John  Mills,  during  Ordination  Service. 


ORDINATION  SERVICES  for  John  Mills,  a  member 
of    the    St.    James,    Maryland,     Church,     were    held 
Sunday  evening,  July  22,   1956  in  the  St.  James  Church. 

Following   is    the   program   of  the   evening: 

Prelude   Miss  Lois  Norris 

Invocation   Rev.   Freeman  Ankrum,  Pastor, 

St.    James    Brethren   Church 
Hymn:  "0  Master,  Let  Me  Walk  With  Thee" 

Purpose  and  Authority   Rev.  James  Ault,   Pastor, 

Hagerstown  Brethren  Church 
Scriptures , Rev.    Ault 


Questions    Rev.    Ankrun 

Prayer  of   Consecration,   Laying   On  of  Hands 

Charge    Rev.    Ankrur 

Special  music   by  the   Quintette  ; 

Benediction    Rev.   John  Mill  i 

Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum  is  Chairman  of  the  Ministeria 
Examining  Board  of  the  Southeastei-n  District  of  thj 
Brethren  Church;  Rev.  James  Ault  is  a  member  of  thJ 
Board. 

Rev.  John  Mills  is  preaching  full  time  at  the  Leetowii 
West  Virginia,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  lives  at  12!| 
Randolph   Ave.,   Hagerstown,   Maryland. 
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RALPH  E.  MILLER 

ORDAINED 

Sunday  July  8,   1956 

at  the 
e  Corner  Brethren  Church 


ORDINATION  SERVICES  for  Ralph  E.  Miller,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  College  Corner,  Indiana,  Brethi'en 
Church,  were  held  in  the  College  Corner  Brethren 
Church,  the   afternoon   of  July   8,    1956. 

The    program   follows: 

Prelude    Joyce  and  Marvin  Stout 

Reading  of  Credentials    Rev.  G.   Bright  Hanna 

Hymn:    "Held    by    My    Saviour's    Mighty    Hand" 
Scripture   and   Prayer    Rev.    Claud    Studebaker 


Vocal  Solo— "To  All  the  World".  . Mrs.  Richard  Prie 

The   Sermon    Rev.  A.  H.  Tink 

Interrogation   of   Candidate    Rev.   Hann 

Consecration   Pi'ayers    ....Rev.    Tinkel,    Rev.    StudebaW 

Charge  to  the  Candidate   Rev.  Hanr 

Hymn:   "0  Jesus,  I   Have  Promised" 
The  Benediction 
The  Postlude 


Ralph  E.  Miller,  was  born  near  Cerro  Gordo,  Illinoi 
and  moved  to  Wabash  County,  Indiana,  in  1914.  He 
the  nephew  of  the  late  W.  S.  Baker,  a  foi'mer  minist( 
in  the   Brethren   Church. 

He  was  given  a  call  by  the  College  Corner  BrethB 
Church  on  May  14,  1956  to  become  an  ordained  Eld( 
An  application  for  ordination  was  filed  with  the  India; 
District  Ministerial  Examining  Board.  Favorable  acti 
of  the  Board  was  taken  on  June  6,  1956. 


He  is  married  and  the  father  of  two  sons,  Warner 
Ralph. 


J 
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^ 


Dying 


From 


Natural   Causes 


"T  HAS  BEEN  SAID,  "The  prayer-meeting  is  dying 
-  from  natural  causes."  To  which  some  one  well  replies: 
Of  course.  Grant  for  a  moment  it  is  dying,  the  pity  is 
hat  it  is  from  'natural  causes.'  This  should  be  a  sum- 
ions  to  the  profoundly  religious  to  cover  themselves  with 
ack-cloth  and  ashes.  Many  good  things  die  from  natural 
auses.  Most  things  die  a  natural  death.  What  is  more 
atural  than  worldliness  and  sin?  Churches  die  from  nat- 
ral  causes.  Family  altars  fall  into  ruins  and  family 
worship  ceases  from  natural  causes.  Is  it  good  that  these 
lings  die,  because,  forsooth  they  die  from  natural 
auses?  An  orphanage  catches  fire  from  natural  causes; 
fty  children  burn  to  death  from  natural  causes.  Have 
rphanages  therefore  outlived  their  usefulness  ?  Are  chil- 
ren,  therefore,  not  to  be  loved  and  eared -for?  Is  it  the 
uty  therefore,  of  benevolent  orphanage  managers  to  ap- 
oint  a  committee  to  look  for  a  'substitute'  for  children? 
lS  a  matter  of  fact  the  prayer-meeting  is  no  more  dying 
lan  our  heavenly  religion  is  dying.  It  is  only  dying  here 
nd  there,  where  there  is  not  enough  vital  religion  in  the 
earts  of  the  people  and  in  the  churches  to  keep  it  alive, 
n  particular  instances  the  love  of  the  world  kills  the 
rayer  meeting.  'The  world,  the  flesh  and  the  devil'  are 
;s  sworn  enemies." 

lDVANTAGES  of  THE  WEEKLY  PRAYER  MEETING 

Instead  of  losing  importance  in  the  mind  of  Christians, 
houghtful  men  and  women  are  putting  increased  em- 
hasis  upon  the  weekly  meetings  for  prayer  and  confer- 
nce.  Why?  What  are  the  advantages  to  be  gained  that 
ive  the  prayer  meeting  so  much  importance  ? 

I.  What  are  the  advantages  to  us  as  individuals?    For 

ne  thing,  we  have  all  learned  that  our  spiritual  life  is 
ike  a  watch — very  liable  to  run  down.  We  feel  the  need 
f  this  new  start  in  the  middle  of  the  week.  It  is  like 
n  oasis  of  rest  and  refreshment  on  the  dusty  highway. 

There  is  great  value,  too,  in  having  acquaintance  with 
ne  another's  spiritual  life,  such  as  is  gained  from  the 
irayers  and  exchange  of  experiences  at  such  a  meeting 
f  free  and  devotional  character.  If  we  never  met  except 
n  the  formal  worship  of  the  great  congregation,  how 
(luch  we  would  lack  in  the  way  of  knowledge  of  spirit- 
lal  living,  sympathy  in  each  other's  struggles,  and  of 
heer  for  going  on.  Mutual  song  and  prayers  and  testi- 
tiony  remove  dejection,  lighten  burdens,  give  new 
trength,  fortify  against  temptation,  rekindle  faith  and 
ove  and  bring  God  down  afresh  into  our  lives.  There 
s  great   advantage   also   in   the   knowledge   of  the   Bible 


truth    gained    and    in    the    answers    God    sends    to    your 
prayers. 

Aside  from  the  religious  value,  probably  few  estimate 
as  highly  as  they  ought  the  educational  and  social  value 
of  such  gatherings.  It  can  have  no  little  educational  value 
for  people  to  meet  week  after  week  and  exchange  high 
thoughts  on  themes  of  utmost  interest.  There  is  no  little 
musical  education  gained  as  we  sing  together  and  learn 
to  sing  better.  There  are  social  advantages  from  meeting 
in  the  more  informal  family  gathering  of  the  church;  de- 
lightful acquaintanceships  are  formed  and  friends  are  knit 
heart  to  heart.  The  spiritual  advantages,  of  course,  should 
always  have  uppermost  place  in  our  consideration,  but 
these  other  are  real  and  valued  results  that  accrue  from 
the  weekly -gatherings  for  prayer. 

II.  What  are  the  advantages  to  a  church?  One  thing 
such  a  meeting  does  of  value  is  to  set  a  higher  ideal  be- 
fore those  who  do  not  attend.  As  long  as  such  a  meeting 
is  regularly  held  and  any  are  willingly  not  among  those 
who  gather,  they  have  a  reminder  of  a  possible  growth 
in  grace  not  yet  attained  that  would  enable  them  also  to 
enjoy  such  meetings. 

It  also  gives  the  church  a  chance  to  estimate  its  real 
spiritual  condition.  The  prayer  meeting  is  the  pulse  of 
the  church.  It  is  the  spiritual  thermometer  of  the  church. 
It  is  possible,  from  the  prayer  meeting,  for  those  having 
the  church's  interest  at  heart  to  know  the  spiritual  tem- 
perature  and  act  accordingly. 

Another  advantage  of  the  prayer  meeting  to  the  church 
is  that  it  trains  workers.  It  has  well  been  called  "Church 
Training  Night."  We  learn  to  work  by  working.  We 
learn  to  speak  by  speaking.  We  learn  to  pray  by  praying. 
The  prayer  meeting  is  a  training  school  for  Christian 
effort.  Its  attendance  are  the  Gideon's  band  of  every 
church. 

It  also  gives  impulse.  Christians  not  only  learn  how 
to  work,  but  are  impelled  toward  Christian  effort.  The 
prayer  meeting  is  the  power-house  of  the  church,  the 
place  where  Christians  get  charged  with  the  dynamic 
force  of  the  Gospel  and  then  go  outj  to  bring  things  to 
pass  in  the  kingdom. 

It  brings  God's  blessing  down  upon  the  church.  It  is 
the  place  where  many  revivals  have  started.  In  answer 
to  the  united  prayers  of  God's  people  he  has  sent  copious 
showers  of  saving  and  reviving  grace.  It  needs  the  as- 
cending vapor  of  evaporation  for  showers.  So  is  prayer 
God's    ordained    means    to    spiritual    blessing. 
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COLUMBUS,  OHIO,  BRETHREN  CHURCH  HOLDS 

27tli  ANNUAL  VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOLI 


(PICTURE  ON   PAGE   ONE) 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  Brethren  Church  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  held  its  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  from  July 
9  to  20.  This  was  the  twenty-seventh  consecutive  year 
that  we  have  conducted  a  Vacation  Bible  School  here  in 
Columbus.  Our  total  enrollment  was  104,  with  92  boys 
and  girls  and  12  workers.  The  average  attendance  was 
92.  We  have  always  been  pleased  with  the  regular  at- 
tendance throughout  the  two  weeks  of  the  school. 

Our  school  gave  its  closing  program  on  Friday  evening, 
July  20.  The  church  was  filled  with  the  children,  their 
parents,  and  friends.  One  of  the  features  of  the  closing 
program  was  the  showing  of  colored  slides  of  the  school, 


of  each  class,  and  of  the  children  at  work.  The  teachers  j 
in  turn  gave  the  names  of  the  pupils  as  the  pictures  j 
of  their  class  were  shown.  j 

Our  Vacation  Bible  School  is  a  big  event  in  the  lives  { 

of  the  children  of  our  Sunday  School  and  Church  com  j 

munity.  They  plan  on  it  from  one  year  to  the  next.  Duri 

ing  the  school  the  children  and  the  workers  brought  of ' 

ferings   from   day  to   day  for  our  missionary  and  relie: 

projects.  We  ask  a  continued  interest  in  your  prayers  fo:j 

our  work  for  the  Lord  in  Columbus.  ! 

I 
D.  R.  Murray, 

495  Tibet  Rd.,   | 

Columbus  2,  Ohiili 
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North  Manchester,  Indiana,  Brethren  Church,  ^ 

Begins  Construction  of  Sunday  School  Anne^r 


(The    following    article    appeared    in    the    North    Man- 
chester News  Journal.) 


CONTRACT  was  signed  last  Monday  evening  by  the 
trustees  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  with  John 
Pugh  of  Rochester,  general  contractor,  for  the  erection 
of  an  educational  annex  to  the  present  church  structure. 
The  meeting  Monday  evening  followed  a  congregational 
meeting  which  instructed  the  trustees  to  enter  into  a 
contract  with  Mr.   Pugh. 

Early  in  February  the  congregation  gave  its  approval 
to  tentative  plans  drawn  by  the  building  committee,  and 
since  that  time  numerous  meetings  have  been  held  and 
several  trips  made  by  members  of  the  committee  to  other 
church  buildings.  With  an  average  Sunday  school  atten- 
dance of  224  for  the  past  year,  the  need  for  more  space 
to  house  the  growing  school  became  acute. 

The  new  building,  seventy  feet  long  and  forty  feet 
wide,  will  be  constructed  of  brick,  two  stories  high,  and 
joined  to  the  present  church.  The  only  wood  in  the  build- 
ing will  be  the  doors,  making  it  practically  fireproof.  In- 
cluded in  the  new  structure  will  be  fourteen  Sunday 
school    rooms,    a    pastor's    study,    an    office    for    Sunday 


school    secretary,   rest    rooms,   a    storage    room,   and   thi 
furnace    room. 

The  classrooms  are  being  so  arranged  that  the  variou 
departments  will  be  able  to  gather  for  a  worship  periot 
and  then  divide  by  sound  proof,  modernfold  doors  inti 
smaller  classes.  One  section  is  planned  for  the  cradle  roi 
and  nursery  departments. 

The  building  will  be  heated  with  hot  water,  basi 
board  radiation,  fired  with  oil.  The  new  boiler  will  ij 
large  enough  for  both  the  new  addition  and  the  presei! 
church  building.  Another  feature  in  the  annex  will  be  , 
large  choir  room  with  direct  access  to  the  choir  loft  <} 
the  sanctuary.  ' 

Work  on  the  building  began  within  ten  days,  and 
scheduled  for  completion  within  120  days.  The  total  co  t 
will  approximate  $52,000.  An  every  member  finance  car 
paign  is  headed  by  Clarence  Kindley,  and  includes  M< 
Dickerhoff,  Harry  Mishler,  Harry  dinger,  Ralph  War 
and  Arden  Ayres. 

The  building  committee  is  composed  of  Oman  Harr 
chairman;  Wayne  Ruse,  Dorsey  Brandenburg,  Ross  Brine 
and  Paul  Frey,  with  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Henry  Bat( 
as  an  ex-officio  member. 


Li 
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rhe  Sustaining  Power  Of  Faith 


"Now  faith  is  the  substance  ot  things  hoped 
or,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen."  Hebrews 
1:1. 

. /ERY  LITTLE  EXPLANATION  is  given  in 
V  the  scriptures  of  the  nature  of  faith.  How- 
ver,  they  insist  on  the  necessity  of  having  faith, 
'he  scriptures  also  show  how  faith  and  salva- 
ion  are  inseparably  linked. 

Sacred  writers  use  it  in  a  common  meaning, 
,s  though  all  understood. 

If  you  know  what  is  meant  by  faith  in  a  prom- 
36,  you  know  what  is  meant  by  faith  in  the  Gos- 
lel.  If  you  know  what  is  meant  by  a  remedy,  you 
n\\  know  what  is  meant  by  the  Blood  of  Jesus 
'hrist. 

The  Christian  graces — faith,  hope  and  love — 
,re  found  together  in  one  package.  We  cannot 
hink  of  hope  without  faith  in  the  object  of  our 
3ve.  If  hope  and  love  are  wanting  in  your  faith, 
^ou  have  no  evidence  you  are  a  Christian. 

To  be  a  Christian,  there  must  be  a  full  de- 
elopment  of  all  these  graces.  They  give  beauty 
,nd  harmony  to  Christian  living;  no  other  relig- 
on  can  do  this. 

Our  text  teaches  three  truths.  First,  the  things 
oward  which  faith  is  directed  are  invisible — 
Things  not  seen." 

Second,  that  some  of  the  invisible  things  are 
lesirable,  and  attainable — "things  hoped  for." 

Third,  that  the  invisible  things  which  we  de- 
lire  are  attainable — faith  makes  powerful  in  our 
ives — "evidence  of  things  not  seen." 

It  is  not  hard  to  have  faith  in  something  we 
an  see  and  touch,  but  to  accept  the  unseen,  re- 
luires  real  faith — faith  accepts  the  unseen  as  if 
it  were  seen.  Faith  in  the  invisible  led  Noah 
p  build  the  ark.  Faith  in  the  invisible  hand  led 
Abraham  up  the  mountain  to  sacrifice  his  son. 
i^'aith  in  the  invisible  made  it  possible  for  the 
hree  Hebrew  children  to  pass  through  the  fiery 
I'umace.  Faith  in  the  invisible  led  John,  the  Bap- 
list,  to  the  block.  Faith  in  the  invisible  led  Paul 
p  prison. 

1  Have  you  ever  paused  long  enough  to  realize 
jhat  all  human  actions  are  based  on  faith?  The 
farmer  would  not  plow  and  sow,  if  he  did  not 
iiave  faith  that  he  would  reap  a  harvest.  The 
nerchant  would  not  open  his  store  if  he  did  not 
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have  faith  that  he  would  sell  his  goods.  Faith 
in  his  plane  and  equipment  sends  the  pilot  high 
in  the  skies.:  Faith  in  his  mighty  ship  and  com- 
pass sends  the  captain  and  his  crew  out  on  the 
mighty  deep.  Faith  controls  the  actions  of  men 
— without  it,  the  world  enters  into  confusion. 

Faith  leads  you  to  work — it  is  a  living,  acting 
principle,  coupled  with  love,  repentance,  and  obe- 
dience. 

The  beginning  of  faith  is  the  Word  of  God — 
it  rests  on  Divine  Truth  and  grows  through  Di- 
vine influence.  We  must  know  Christ — we  must 
believe  in  Him  if  we  hope  to  live  with  Him.  The 
most  blessed  hope  comes  from  the  faith  not  seen. 
Faith  in  the  absent  Christ  means  greater  spirit- 
ual growth  than  if  He  walked  among  us.  Thomas 
believed  when  he  saw  Christ — when  he  saw  the 
wounds  in  His  side,  and  the  prints  of  the  nails 
in  His  hands.  Our  real  test  is  believing  without 
seeing  and  touching  the  wound  of  Christ.  Faith 
leads  us  to  accept  Him — to  believe  in  Him — to  love 
and  obey  Him  as  though  we  had  seen  and  walked 
with  Him. 

Christian  faith  obtains  pardon,  it  purifies,  it 
is  obedient,  it  overcomes  the  world,  and  triumphs 
in  death.  "0  death,  where  is  thy  sting;  0  grave, 
where  is  thy  victory?" 

There  is  nothing  in  man  so  beautiful  as  the 
sustaining  power  of  faith  in  God — faith  in  His 
Son,  and  faith  in  eternal  life  which  Christ  prom- 
ises and  inspires.  Those  of  the  Christian  faith 
possess  a  composure  and  triumph  no  other  relig- 
ion posesses.  It  shed  light  on  the  tomb  and  looks 
forward  to  the  morning  of  resurrection.  It  wel- 
comes the  judgment  hour — it  is  the  fullfilment 
of  all  hopes. 

To  have  and  to  hold  faith  in  God,  faith  in  His 
Son  and  eternal  life  is  the  highest  of  which  the 
human  soul  is  capable.  It  is  the  triumph  of  the 
Divine  in  man.  A  French  veteran,  who  had  served 
under  Napoleon,  was  asked,  "Did  Napoleon's  men 
like  him?"  "Like  him,"  he  exclaimed,  "We  be- 
lieved in  Him;  if  he  would  have  said,  'Go  to  the 
moon,'  every  man  would  have  started!" 

We  have  a  Commander  greater  than  Napoleon. 
Obey  His  commands — He  will  lead  the  way. 
"Kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith  unto 
salvation."  Elkhart,  Indiana. 
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THE  BRETHKEN  EVANGELIST? 


Vrayer  JfUeding 
Studies 

JBy  G.  T.  Qilmer 


THE    MINISTRY    OF    PRAYER 

There's  a  holy,  high  vocation 

Needing  workei's  everywhere; 
'Tis   the   highest   form   of   service, 

'Tis  the  ministry  of  prayer. 

No   one   need   stand   idly   longing 

For  a  place  in  which  to  share 
Active  service  for  the  Master; 

There   is  always   room   in  prayer. 

In  these  days  of  tribulation, 

Wickedness   pervades  the   air, 
And  the  battles  we  engage  in 

Must  be  won  through  fervent  prayer. 

There's  no  weapon  half  so  mighty 

As   the   intercessors   bear; 
Nor  a  broader  field  of  service 

Than   the    ministry   of   prayer. 

Do  you  long  to  see  the  millions. 

Who    are    perishing   today. 
Snatched  as  brands   plucked   from   the   burning  ? 

Do   you  long  yet   seldom   pray  ? 

Are  you  longing  for  revivals 

In   the    good   old-fashioned   way  ? 
We  must  use  old-fashioned  methods — 

Which  have  always   been  to  pray. 

WE  MUST  HAVE  PRAYER  TO  HAVE  POWER.  The 
model  chuixh  in  The  Acts  believed  in  the  Prayer 
Meeting  because  ALL  were  there  (Acts  1:13-15),  and 
ALL  prayed  (Acts  1:14).  They  had  a  definite  aim  in 
prayer  (Acts  1:4,  5).  They  prayed  for  their  needs  (Acts 
1:24,  25;  4:29,  30).  They  HAD  answers  to  prayers  (Acts 
2:4;  4:31).  They  HAD  a  revival  with  a  multitude  (Acts 
2:5)  that  heard  the  message  (Acts  2:8-11),  RECEIVED 
the  message  (Acts  2:37),  and  was  BAPTIZED  and 
.lOINED  the  church   (Acts  2:41). 

"THE  PRAYER  MEETING  IS  THE  PULSE  OF  THE 
CHURCH."  Pentecost  began  with  a  prayer  meeting.  Set 
apart  one  hour  each  week,  sacred  to  the  Prayer  Meeting 
for  the  rest  and  refreshment  of  your  own  soul  (Mark 
0:31).  Plan,  pray,  study  for  the  Prayer  Meeting  for  your 
spiritual  edification  (1  Cor.  14:26).  Take  your  Bible  and 
a  friend  for  better  Christian  acquaintance  (Malachi 
3:16),  mutual  encouragement  (Heb.  10:25),  Christ's 
promised  presence  (Matt.  18:19,  20),  and  helpfulness  to  the 
pastor  (Eph.  6:18,  19).  Always  put  something  into  the 
Prayer  Meeting  for  an  increase  of  faith  (John  20:26-29), 
for  the  conversion  of  unbelievers  (1  Cor.  14:24,  25),  and 
for  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  song  and 
prayer  (1  Cor.  14:15). 


"Is   the    worldliness    appalling 

That  within  your  church  is  seen? 

Are  you  grieved,  yet,  at  the  Throne, 
Ne'er  for  the  weak  ones  intervene  ? 

Do  you  long  to  meet  the  Savior 

And  your  loved  ones  in  the  air? 
You  may  hasten  Christ's  returning 

By  effectual,  fervent  prayer. 

Join  us  in  the  plea  that  Jesus 

Quickly  will  His  bride  prepare; 
May  His  coming  find  us  faithful 

In  the  ministry  of  prayer. 

Come  and  join  the  intercessors! 

Laurels,   then,   some   day  you'll   wear; 
For  there  is  no  higher  service 

Than  the  ministry  of  prayer. 

— Poem   by  Annie   Lind   Woodworth. 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  September  9,  1956 

THE  SOURCE  OF  HUMAN  CONFLICTS 

Lesson:  James  3:4-5;   4:1-12 

THERE  IS  TOO  WIDE  a  gap  between  Christia 
Faith  and  Christian  Living.  We  believe  on  the  Iev( 
of  the  mountain  peak,  but  live  on  the  level  of  the  vallej 
The  Writer  James  would  say  there  ought  to  be  more  cor 
sistency  in  the  Christian  Life.  The  Man  of  God  wh 
possesses  genuine  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  must  reveal  th£j 
faith  by  the  performance  of  consistent  Christian  acts  aii| 
deeds.  "Even  so  faith,  if  it  hath  not  works  is  dead,  beinj 
alone"   (James  2:17).  | 

This  proneness  to  inconsistency — this  human  conflii 
raging  within — this  restlessness  of  spirit — call  it  wh; 
you  will — is  the  cause  of  much  of  the  trouble  in  the  worii 
today.  The  Christian  very  soon  recog^nizes  that  within  h 
heart  there  exists  a  spiritual  struggle.  He  confesses  'i 
himself:  "The  good  that  I  would  I  do  not:  but  the  e\ 
which  I  would  not,  that  I  do  .  .  .0  wretched  man  that 
am!  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death' 
(Rom.  7:19,  24). 

The  ungodly  man,  when  he  sees  unrest  and  conflic 
asks  himself  this  question:  "What  can  I  do  to  stop  this' 
But  James  realizes  it  is  not  enough  to  simply  stop  V. 
conflict  if  the  source  or  cause  of  the  conflict  is  not  u 
covered. 

The  story  of  Uncle  Rasmus  will  illustrate  this  poii 
After  a  period  of  repeated  backsliding  in  his  Christi 
experience,  Rasmus  ran  to  the  altar  and  poured  out  1 
heart  in  repentance  before  the  Lord.  "O  Lord,"  he  cri< 
"Take  the  cobwebs  out  of  this  old  heart  of  mine!"  A« 
Mirandy,  his  spiritually-wise  wife,  stood  behind  him  a 
prayed  out:  "O  Lord,  kill  that  old  spider!" 
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"From  whence  come  wars  and  fightings  among  you? 
;ome  they  not  hence,  even  of  your  lusts  that  war  in 
/■our  members?"  Do  not  look  without  for  the  source  of 
rour  trouble — the  trouble  comes  from  within! 

The  cause?  "Your  lusts."  Lusts  are  evil  desires.  Now 
;here  is  nothing  wrong  with  desires,  unless  they  center 
)n  the  forbidden.  But — thank  God — Jesus  Christ  can  sat- 
sfy  the  every  longing  of  the  heart  and  life.  "Delight 
;hyself  also  in  the  Lord;  and  He  shall  give  thee  the 
iesires  of  thine  heart"  (Psalm  37:4). 

God  can  bring  deliverance  to  the  Christian  entangled 
n  conflicts. 

Notice  some  of  the  steps  which  James  suggests: 

"Submit  ...  to  God." 

"Resist  the  devil." 

"Draw  nigh  to  God." 

"Cleanse  your  hands." 

"Purify  your  hearts." 

"Humble  yourselves." 

We  heard  Paul  ask  the  question  in  Romans  8:24,  "Who 
shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death?"  Here  is 
lis  own  conclusion:  "I  thank  God  through  Jesus  Christ 
)ur  Lord." 

Paul  realized  there  is  a  life  of  victory  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  God  never  intended  we  should  live  defeated 
Christian  lives.  He  promised  that  we  could  be  "more  than 
conquerors   through   Him   that  loved   us"    (Rom.   8:37). 


DnannnnnnnnnannnDnnnnnnnDDDnDnaDnnanaana 
iinnDnnnnannnnnnnnnnnnnnnaDDnnnnnnnnnDnnD 


RESTING  IN  GOD 

Do  not  be  discouraged  at  your  own  faults.  Bear 
with  your  faults  in  correcting  them,  as  you  would 
with  your  neighbor.  Lay  aside  this  ardor  of  mind 
which  exhausts  your  body  and  leads  you  to  com- 
mit errors.  Accustom  yourself  gradually  to  carry 
prayer  into  all  your  daily  occupations.  Speak, 
move,  work  in  peace,  as  if  you  v/ere  in  prayer,  as 
indeed  you  ought  to  be. 

Do  everything  without  excitement,  by  the 
spirit  of  grace.  As  soon  as  you  perceive  your  nat- 
ural impetuosity  gliding  in,  retire  quietly  within, 
where  is  the  kingdom  of  God.  Listen  to  the  lead- 
ings of  grace.  Then  say  and  do  nothing  but  what 
the  Holy  Spirit  shall  put  into  your  heart. 

You  will  find  that  you  will  become  more  tran- 
quil, that  your  words  will  be  fewer  and  more 
(effectual,  and  that,  with  less  eflfort,  you  will  ac- 
jcomplish  more  good Fenelon. 


innnnnnnnnnnaaannnnnnnDDnnnnnnnDnnnnnnnnn 
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Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

DO  WE  KNOW  THE   SHEPHERD? 

"I  am  the  good  shepherd;  and  know  my  sheep,  and 
am  known  of  mine."  John  10:14. 

T  HAVE  ALWAYS  LOVED  the  parable  of  the  Shepherd 

and  the  sheep.  Maybe  that  fact  was  true  in  my  own 
life  because  my  great  grandfather  used  to  keep  sheep, 
and  as  a  boy  I  was  often  at  my  grand  parents,  and  had 
opportunity  to  study  sheep  and  their  habits.  I  remember 
how  the  sheep  used  to  come  when  grandfather  would  go 
out  to  "salt"  them,  which  was  a  regular  occurrence.  And 
they  did  not  fear  to  crowd  in  close  to  him  to  get  a 
"lick"  at  the  delicacy.  And  often  he  would  pat  one  of 
them  on  the  head  or  slap  it  gently  on  the  side,  with- 
out any  fear  being  stirred  in  the  animal's  mind. 

My  mind  was  stirred  to  these  memories  by  a  story 
told  by  a  visitor  to  Palestine,  of  how  the  visitors  asked 
the  shepherd  to  call  one  of  his  sheep  by  name  and  bid 
it  come  to  him.  This  the  shepherd  did  and  the  animal 
so  designated  by  name  made  its  way  at  once  from 
among  the  other  sheep  and  came  to  its  master's  side. 
Here  he  patted  it  and  gave  it  assurance  of  his  pleas- 
ure in  its  obedience  and  then  dismissed  it  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  its  feeding. 

In  the  story  mentioned  the  writer  tells  of  asking  the 
shepherd  to  name  some  of  his  charges  that  the  visitors 
might  call  and  see  if  they  would  come  for  their  call- 
ing. The  experiment  showed  the  sheep  as  not  answer- 
ing the  stranger's  call.  The  sheep  knew  not  the  voices 
of  strangers,  and  would  not  respond  to  the  stranger's 
call. 

Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  good  shepherd;  and  know  my 
sheep,  and  am  known  of  mine."  It  is  the  last  clause  of 
our  text  that  is  meaningful  to  me;  "am  known  of 
mine."  What  a  blessed  comfort  to  feel  that  we  know 
the  "Great  Shepherd  of  our  souls."  To  be  able  to  say, 
"I  am  my  Lord's  and  He  is  mine."  To  know  that  His 
care  and  concern  reaches  to  the  utmost  limits  of  our 
safety  and  happiness.  For  "we  have  not  a  high  priest 
(or  Shepherd)  who  is  unconcerned  with  our  well  be- 
ing, but  one  who  was  tempted  in  all  points  like  as 
we  are,  yet  without  sin."  How  proud  we  are  to  say  of 
the  "Great"  of  earth  that  we  "know"  them.  But  how 
much  more  meaningful  to  be  able  to  say  "I  Know 
Him,  whom  having  not  seen  I  yet  love,  and  in  Whom 
though  now  I  see  Him  not,  I  rejoice  with  joy  unspeak- 
able and  full  of  glory."  Oh,  glorious  Shepherd,  suffer 
us  not  to  wander  from  Thy  care. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Yout-h  Director 


HANG  ON 

LAST  WEEK  I  left  you  hanging  right  in  the  middle 
of  conference  week.  Hold  on  for  a  minute  (or  what- 
ever time  it  requires  to  read  this  page)  and  you'll  learn 
just  how  the  latter  days  were  even  better  than  the  firster. 
Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal  brought  his  challenges  even 
closer  home  by  speaking  directly  about  Brethren  Youth 
and  the  Brethren  Church  today  and  tomorrow.  Thank  you, 
JGD,  for  helping  us  to  prepare  our  thinking  for  the  fu- 
ture. What  you  said  will  make  us  better  members  of  a 
growing  church,  more  willing  to  serve  the  Son  of  God. 

PEP  (Preparing  to  Execute  our  Program)  brought 
many  different  things  each  day.  On  Thursday  four  young 
girls,  the  Kohler  sisters,  and  four  old  men,  the  Ambas- 
sador Quartet,  furnished  musical  entertainment  and  chal- 
lenge. Saturday  morning  we  received  our  project  offer- 
ing, which  totaled  only  $3200  (about  one-half  of  the 
goal).  Listen  youth!  that's  not  like  you.  We  must  work 
much  harder  this  next  year.  Speaking  of  next  year's 
project, 

THIS  WILL  MAKE  YOU  SIX 

At  least  you'll  see  the  number  six  in  your  sleep  soon. 
The  National  Brethren  Youth  project  for  1956-57  is  to 
give  $6,666.66  to  be  divided  equally  between  Sarasota  and 
the  Ambassador  Quartet  trip  to  Europe.  That  makes 
$3,333.33  for  each — right?  Ray  Aspinall,  project  chair- 
man, will  have  more  about  this  project  next  week.  Watch 
for  it  and  get  an  early  start. 

There  are  many  ways  to  become  stronger,  but  we  all 
felt  that  the  best  way  is  to  flex  your  spiritual  muscles 
in  prayer.  Rev.  Harold  Barnett  led  us  in  this  "workout" 
for  ten  minutes  every  morning.  Thanks  Hal!  We,  and 
Brethren  Youth  work  in  general,  are  better  because  of 
this  spirit-exercise  for  our  own  work. 

ROLF  RETURNS 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  week's  ending  was  the 
return  of  Rolf  Stolpner  from  Europe,  where  he  has  been 
spending  the  summer  arranging  the  1957  itinerary  for 
the  Ambassador  Quartet.  If  you  have  been  wondering 
how  the  Germans  feel  about  some  visiting  musicians 
coming  to  them,  Rolf's  report  of  their  eagerness  for  some 
Christian  representation  from  the  States  would  thrill  you 
as  it  did  us.  He  was  received  very  well  and  in  most  places 
they  have  offered  to  give  us  room  and  board  during  our 
stay  with  them.  The  contacts  vary  between  hospitals, 
churches,  refugee  camps  and  high  schools,  but  in  all 
places  the  interest  was  wonderful. 

NO  REST   FOR  THE  WORKING 

Since  the  subject  of  the  Ambassadors  has  been  men- 
tioned, let's  follow  it  further.  We  Ambassadors  hit  the 
trail  immediately  after  conference  with  a  service  Sunday 
night,  August  19,  in  Smithville,  Ohio.  You  can  follow  our 


schedule  for  that  week  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Evange-  j 
list.  It  is  really  good  to  have  Rolf  with  us  again  with  | 
first  hand  information  to  give  you  Brethren  about  his  j 
findings  while  scouting  in  Europe.  Here  is  an  addition  to  J 
our  schedule!  to  keep  you  up  to  date:  '| 

September  4 West  Alexandria  i 

September  5   Pleasant  Hill 

September  6 Oakville,  Indiana  i 

September  7    Muncie 

September  8 Travel  to  Illinois 

September   9    ...  Morning — Milledgeville — Lanark 

Evening — Waterloo 

"Give  many  men  thy  ear,  but  few  thy  voice" 

THE  END 

Brethren  Youth  Conference  was  closed  with  three  fine  I 
programs  with  much  spiritual  meaning.  The  pageant,  j 
which  Chuck  Kraft  directed,  was  a  fitting  close  to  the  \ 
Saturday  night  program.  The  theme  is  a  question  which) 
each  one  of  you  readers  should  also  answer,  "What  are] 
you  doing  withi  youi"  life?"  Jerry  Flora  did  a  fine  job  of! 
presenting  this  challenge  which  cuts  deep  into  the  hearts'.' 
of  those  young  people  who  haven't  thought  much  yet! 
about  this  question.  Perhaps  what  Brethren  Youth  need 
is  some  more  challenges  like  this  from  the  spiritual  lead 
ers  in  the  church.  Youth,  you  must  do  something  with! 
your  life.  Only  what  is  done  for^  Christ  will  last. 

Then  Rev.  "Bob"  Keplinger  conducted  a  fine  roundup] 
for  conference  in  the  Student  Union,  building  his  remarksij 
around  several  paintings  of  Christ  by  Sallman.  Sunday] 
morning  at  7:15  about  70  Brethren  Youth  attended  three-} 
fold  communion  service  at  the  Park  Street  Brethren! 
Church.  There  is  no  better  way  to  close  a  wonderful  week' 
than  by  communing  with  God  and  your  friends.  Thankj 
you.  Rev.  Robert  Hoifman,  for  leading  closer  to  Jesusi 
Christ  in  this  way.  Also  our  thanks  to  "Keppy"  for  his  j 
work  on  the  Roundup.  j 

CONGRATS!  j 

The  best  wishes  of  Brethren  Youth  go  with  Jim  Rowseji] 
and   Edith    York   who   were   united   in  marriage    Sundayi] 
August    19,   at  a    beautiful  service    in   Memorial    Chapel 
Jim  and  Edith  are  deserving  of  our  special  thanks  for  al 
the  work  they  have  done  this  past  summer  in  the  Brethrer 
Youth  office  doing  secretarial  work.  With  the  Youth  Di- 
rector traveling  quite  extensively,  it  put  an  extra  burden- 
of  responsibility  upon  these  two.  But  they  shouldered  thei 
job  with  the  utmost  diligence  and  I  offer  special  thank 
for  their  contribution  to  the  work  of  B.  Y. 

BOOSTER!  BOOSTER!  BOOSTER! 


Brethren  Youth  at  conference  voted  to  establish  ; 
Brethren  Youth  Booster  Club.  Membership  may  be  ha' 
in  this  elite  organization  with  a  minimum  contributio: 
of  $1.00.  The  membership  lasts  for  one  year  and  then  i 
should  be  renewed.  Soon  your  young  people  will  hav 
these  booster  cards  and  be  asking  for  your  support  a 
well  as  adding  their  ov\rn.  Get  behind  Brethren  Youth  i 
this  way. 

BE  A  BOOSTER— NOT  A  ROOSTER 
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by   Helen  Jordan 


THE  LITTLE  THINGS  IN  LIFE 

[)  ECENTLY  in  a  memorial  service  for  a  loved  one,  the 
l\.  minister  said  when  speaking  of  the  departed,  "She 
id  what  she  could,  with  what  she  had,  where  she  was." 

It  brought  to  my  mind  the  fact  that  there  are  some 
f  us  who  accomplish  very  little  because  we  are  not  sat- 
sfied  to  do  the  little  things  at  hand.  Because  we  can't 
lo  the  bigger  things  and  have  a  large  field  to  do  them 
ti,  we  refuse  to  do  anything.  Because  we  do  not  have 
ive  talents  or  ten  talents,  we  neglect  to  use  our  one.  If 
ve  can  not  shine  in  a  conspicuous  place,  we  fail  to  see 
he  open  doors  near  by.  If  we  do  not  use  the  one  talent 
ve  possess,  it  is  not  developed  and  strengthened  and 
srhen  the  opportunity  for  larger  service  comes  we  are  not 
eady.  I  know  we  often  feel  we  do  not  possess  even  one 
alent,  or  we  wonder  just  what  it  is.  If  we  cannot  sing 
n  the  choir,  teach  a  Sunday  School  class  or  play  the  or- 
fan  we  feel  we  have  nothing!  to  offer.  We  fail  to  realize 
he  good,  a  shake  of  the  hand,  a  cheery  smile  or  a  word 
f  encouragement,  can  do. 

No  work  done  in  the  name  of  Christ  is  small  or  un- 
mportant.  The  world  may  take  no  notice  of  such  work 
leing  done  for  the  Master,  but  He  sees  all  and  is  ever 
eady  to  blesal  and  will  not  fail  to  reward.  So  it  was  with 
)orcas  and  her  needle,  Lydia  and  her  business.  In  Paul's 
etter  to  the  Eomans  he  sends  greetings  to  twenty-four 
)ersons,  most  of  them  remembered  for  some  little  deed 
hat  helped  in  the  work  of  the  church. 

When  our  Lord  was  on  earth.  He  never  lost  an  oppor- 
unity  to  help  a  needy  soul.  Some  of  His  most  inspiring 
vords  were  spoken  to  individuals.  No  suffering  outcast 
!ver  asked  for  help  that  he  did  not  receive  and  so  should 
ve  be  ever  ready  to  give  of  our  best  to  the  Master,  be 
t  great  or  small,  that  He  may  say  of  us,  "We  did  what 
ve  could,  with  what  we  had,  where  we  were." 

In  connection  with  this  thought,  I  like  the  verse  writ- 
;en  by  Dr.  E.  A.  Meek — 

"Not  more  of  light  I  ask,  O  God 

But  eyes  to  see  what  is; 
Not  sweeter  songs  but  ears  to  hear 

The  present  melodies; 
Not  more  of  joy,  but  how  to  feel 

Its  kindly  presence  near — 
To  give  to  others  all  I  have 

Of  courage  and  of  cheer. 
No  other  gifts,  dear  God,  I  ask 

But  only  the  sense!  to  see 
How   best   these   precious     gifts   to   use 

Thou  hast  bestowed  on  me." 

Mrs.  Albert  T.   Ronk, 

Waterloo,  Iowa. 
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yi   Grayer 

Give  us  a  militant  spirit,  Lord, 

Come,  set  our  spirit  on  fire. 
Give  us  a  passion  to  share  Thy  Word; 

Give  us  a  consuming  desire. 

Give  us  a  flaming  and  burning  zeal 

Moving  us  forward  and  on; 
Help  us  the  urgency.  Lord,  to  feel 

Till  greater  vict'ry  is  won. 

Help  us,  dear  Lord,  all  to  volunteer 

Time,  talents,  service  and  all. 
Burn  out  indiiference,  sloth  and  fear; 

Challenge  us  with  Thy  call. 

Baptize  our  souls  with  Thy  holy  love; 

Yearn  through  us,  love  through  our  souls. 
Center  our  vision  on  things  above; 

Banish  all  lesser  earth-goals. 

Give  us  a  spirit  of  sacrifice. 

Help  us  tO'  learn  how  to  give; 
Help  us  to  love  and  forget  the  price. 

Unselfishly  help  us  live. 

Teach  us  to  value  Thy  Kingdom  most 

Putting  our  own  int'rests  last. 
Send  in  a  new  way  Thy  Holy  Ghost 

Helping  us  often  to  fast. 

Pray  through  us  prayers  that  will  shake  the  world 

Make  us  all  warriors  in  prayer. 
Keep  us  with  banners  of  faith  unfurled; 

May  we  real  prayer-battle  share. 

Help  us  a  mighty  oflfensive  begin — 

Forward  for  God  on  our  knees! 
Help  us  to  conquer  the  hosts  of  sin 

Praying  for  what  Thou  dost  please. 

Give  us  a  militant  spirit,  Lord, 

Banish  indifference  and  ease; 
Help  us  advance  and  obey  Thy  Word, 

NOW  the  offensive  to  seize. 

Make  us  a  praying,  believing  host. 

Proving  Thy  promises  true. 
Help  us  to  war  in  the  Holy  Ghost 

Honour  Thy  name,  Lord,  anew ! 

— The  Missionary  Standard. 
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ASK  ANY  Conference  Delegate  about  the  new  and  improved 
Book  Store  and  Gift  Shop  at  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company! 


Here  are  a  number  of  books  that  seemed  popular  with  the  dele- 
gates and  we  are  sure  you  will  want  some  of  them. 


"How  To  Be  A  Preacher's  Wife  and  Like  It"        Price  $2.00 

Lora  Lee  Parrott  gives  some  practical  pointers  on  parsonage  living. 
Ideal  for  those  contemplating  marriage  and  for  those  already  living  in  a 
parsonage. 


"Aia  of  The  Women  of  The  Bible"  by  Edith  Deen,  Price  $4.95 

To  see  the  Bible  from  the  angle  of  its  women  adds  a  new  dimension  to  it. 


"Christ   and   The   Fine   Arts"   by    Cynthia    Pearl    Maus. 

Price  $5.95 

Contains  90  art  reproductions  and  interpretations;  117  hj^mns  and  inter- 
pretations; 240  poems;  70  stories. 


"Devotions  For  the  Children's  Hour"  by  Kenneth  N.  Taylor. 

Price  $2.50 

Contains  forty-eight  simple  studies  in  Christian  doctrine    arranged    for 
family  devotions.  189  pages.  Illustrated. 


"Storms  &nd  Starlight"  by  V.  Raymond  Edman.  Price  $2.50 

Heart-stirring  devotional  book.  Lessons  from  every  day  life  and  common- 
place folk.  Most  of  the  incidents  are  from  the  Gospel  of  Mark.  240  pages. 


Three  fine  devotional  gift  books  from  the.  peh  of  Mrs.  Charles 
E.  Cowman  are  "Handfuls  of  Purpose,"  "Streams  in  the  Desert" 
and  "Mountain  Trailways  For  Youth,"  price  of  each  $2.25. 


Boy's  Brotherhood  —  Attention! 

Get  your  order  in  early  for  "Jungles  Ahead!"  a  book 
on  African  Missions.  Mrs.  Esther  D.  Horner  has  brilliantly 
crystalized  what  she  saw  there  in  terms  of  six  remarkable 
real-life  stories.  Through  them  she  shows  not  merely  what 
new  lives  these  native  Africans  are  trying  to  live,  but  why 
they  have  made  their  decisions  to  change.  Price  $1.25  plus 
8c   postage. 


Order  from  The  Bretliren  Pubfishlng  Company 

Ashland,   Ohio. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
reports  the  baptism  of  tv^^o  new  members  on  August 
12th,  with   another  to  come  by  letter  shortly. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  The  annual  "Brethren  Retreat"  of  the 
Bryan  Church  is  scheduled  for  September  16th,  at  the 
Partee  farm  during  the  afternoon,  and  the  evening  at 
the  church.  It  is  planned  for  the  young  people  of  the 
church  from  9  years  of  age  and  up.  It  is  also  planned 
foL  the  leaders  of  the  church.  Devotional  periods,  discus- 
sion groups,  recreation  and  meals  will  be  featured  for 
the  various  age  groups. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Cornerstone  Laying  Services, 
for  New  Lebanon  Brethren's  new  Sunday  School  addition, 
were  held  on  August  26th.  Brother  John  T.  Byler  reports 
an  attendance  of  approximately  250  at  the  services. 
Those  in  attendance  signed  their  names  on  a  list  which 
list  was  then  placed  in  the  brass  box.  Also  included  was 
a  copy  of  the  church  history,  in  two  parts:  the  first, 
written  by  Brother  L.  V.  King  when  pastor  of  the  New 
Lebanon  Church  on  the  occasion  of  the  20th  anniversary 
of  the  church,  and  part  two,  by  Brother  Byler,  includ- 
ing a  summary  of  events  to  the  present  day.  Also  in- 
cluded was  a  Bible,  copies  of  Church  publications,  copies 
of  Sunday  School  literature  used  by  the  New  Lebanon 
church,  lists  of  Church  and  Sunday  School  officers  and 
teachers  and  Auxiliaries,  etc. 

The  Editor  of  Publications  has  been  supplied  with  an 
architect's  drawing  of  the  proposed  new  structure,  and 
it,  along  with  a  fuller  report  of  the  Cornerstone  Laying 
will  appear  soon  in  the  Evangelist. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Brother  C.  A.  Stewart  reports  the 
baptism  and  reception  of  five  new  members  on  August 
22nd. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Brother  J.  D.  Hamel  notes 
in  his  bulletin,  "The  attendance  for  Sunday  Morning 
Worship    shows    a   substantial    increase    over    last  year." 

Under  the  direction  of  the  trustees  the  house  next  door 
to  the  church  has  been  leveled,  and  the  property  is  soon 
to  be  made  available  for  parking. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  August  29th,  the  Prayer  Meet- 
ing group  of  the  South  Bend  church  attended  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Hope  Rescue  Mission,  with  South  Bend  Pas- 
tor, J.  D.  Hamel,  speaking. 


WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Brother  Robert  G.  Holsingeil 
notes  that  "Six  carloads  of  people  made  the  trip  to  th(| 
Brethren's  Home  at  Flora,  on  August  22nd.  The  choi]| 
presented  a  fine  program  which  was  deeply  appreciatec] 
by  the  residents  of  the  Home."  Canned  food  was  alsc! 
taken   to    the    Home. 

We  note  also  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Warsaw  Churcl 
have  signed  the  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  twc 
properties  west  of  the  church. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  A  farewell  party  and  potj 
luck  dinner  for  Brother  Virgil  E.  Meyer  and  family,  was 
held  in  the  church  basement  on  Monday  evening,  Au 
gust  27th. 

HOWE,  INDIANA.  BRIGHTON  CHAPEL  BRETHREN 
Brother  Walter  Lichtenberger  was  the  scheduled  gues 
speaker  in  the   Brighton   Chapel   on   September  2nd. 


COMING  EVENTS 

NORTH  GEORGETOWN,  OHIO.  Revival  Meetings- 
September  9-16— Services  8:00  P.  M.  D.  S.  T.  Rev.  Wil 
liam  H.  Anderson,  Evangelist,  Rev.  Donald  Rowser,  Pas 
tor. 

MEXICO,  INDIANA.  Rally  Day  and  Homecoming- 
September  30th — All  day  meeting  with  basket  dinner  a 
noon.  Rev.  Henry  Bates,  of  North  Manchester,  afternooit 
speaker.  Rev.  Wayne  Swihart,  Pastor. 


MIAMI  VALLEY  BRETHREN  YOUTH 
RALLY 

September  9th 

Gretna  Brethren  Church 

Registration — 3:30-4:00 

Afternoon  Program — 4:00-5:15 

Supper— 5:30 

Evening  Program  7:00-8:00 

Logan  County  Probation  Officer  will  be  tW 
speaker  of  the  evening  service.  He  is  a  ministei 
and  a  devout  servant  of  His  Lord.  All  young  peio 
pie  welcome. 
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Look   Up,   find  Live 


SOMEWHERE,  in  our  reading,  we  came  across 
an  item  which  though  the  exact  statistics 
have  shpped  from  our  mind,  the  essence  remains. 
It  seems  a  man,  walking  down  the  street,  found 
a  sum  of  money — a  quarter,  a  dollar  or  a  five 
dollar  bill — it  matters  not  the  amount.  Whatever 
it  was,  he  found  it,  and  he  picked  it  up  and 
claimed  it  for  his  own.  (Without  doubt,  most  of 
us  have  been  "lucky"  at  some  time  or  other  and 
have  found  an  unclaimed  coin  or  bill.) 

Henceforth,  though,  this  man  of  the  story,  be- 
cause of  his  "lucky  find" — spent  the  rest  of  his 
Hfe,  as  he  walked,  looking  at  the  ground.  In  that 
time  he  had  collected  thousands  of  pins  and  tacks, 
some  pretty-colored  stones,  some  baubles  and 
pieces  of  colored  glass,  plus  a  host  of  other  more 
or  less  worthless  trinkets. 

Yes,  we  know  we  should  see  the  ground  when 
we  walk — if  we  don't  we  stumble  and  fall.  But 
the  man  of  the  story  was  not  watching  the 
ground  for  that  reason.  His  reason  was  obvious. 

We  must  now  consider  what  this  man  lost 
while  keeping  his  eyes  glued  to  the  ground  as 
he  walked.  He  missed  the  beauty  and  the  glory 
of  the  sunrise — the  praise  and  benediction  of  the 
sunset.  He  missed  the  cheery  greeting  which 
comes  when  one  meets  friends  along  the  way. 
He  missed  the  sight  of  children  at  play — of  men 
and  women  hard  at  work,  toiling  and  perspiring 
through  an  honest  day's  labor.  He  missed  thou- 
sands of  opportunities  to  help  his  fellowmen — to 
lift  a  burdened  soul. 

Yes,  he  missed  all  these  things  whereby  he 
could  have  lived  a  richer,  fuller,  happier  life. 
(But  then  did  you  see  his  collection  of  pins,  tacks, 
stones,  baubles,  etc.?  He  was  proud  of  them! 
Would  you  call  that  success  in  life?) 

Few  of  us  would  spend  a  life-time  snooping 
over  the   ground,   hunting  coins,  and  getting  a 


few — plus  a  storehouse  of  worthless  "finds."  But 
guilt  may  rest  upon  us  in  another  way  if  we  have 
so  tied  ourselves  to  some  passion,  some  habit 
that  deprives  us  of  our  real  worth  in  living.  If 
greed  has  tied  our  souls  to  a  life-time  of  endeavor 
whereby  we  labor  to  the  exclusion  of  friendship, 
fellowship  and  enjoyment  of  worthwhile  things 
in  life;  if  prejudice,  hate,  sin,  have  bent  our 
hearts  and  focused  our  eyes  only  upon  the 
ground  as  we  hunt  for  small  "rewards,"  then  we 
are  like  the  man  who  dissipated  his  soul  and 
body  to  his  own  loss. 

The  child  at  play,  a  man,  a  woman,  calloused 
and  worn  with  honest  toil,  can  live  life  to  the 
fullest  when  there  is  faith  in  the  Lord,  and  a 
joyful  outlook  on  life. 

Christ  said,  "I  am  come  that  ye  might  have 
life,  and  might  have  it  more  abundantly."  We  do 
have  our  eternal  faith,  but  we  also  have  a  faith 
that  conquers  greed,  selfishness,  despair  and  fu- 
tility. Let  us  look  up,  see  our  opportunities,  and 
live.  We  like  the  words  of  T.  B.  Romeyn,  which 
follow : 

"As  one  climbs  a  mountain  roadway,  and 
looks  of f  on  the  landscape  through  the  forest 
trees  or  from  some  overtopping  crag,  at  each 
step  he  sees  more  and  more  of  the  outlying 
beauty  of  field  and  lake  and  forest  and  hill 
and  river,  till  he  reaches  the  summit,  where 
the  whole  vast  scene  opens  to  the  view,  and 
enthuses  his  soul  with  delight.  So  life  should 
be  a  constant  look-out,  through  the  gray 
mists,  through  the  falling  shadows,  through 
the  running  tears,  till  he  comes  to  the  shin- 
ing top  of  life  in  God  Himself,  where  the 
fogs  lift,  and  the  shadows  fall,  and  the  view 
is  all  undisturbed." 

Let's  check  up ;  if  we  are  filling  our  storehouses 
with  pins,  tacks,  baubles,  stones  and  glass,  as  we 

(Continued   on  Page  7) 
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Boyhood  Days  on  the 

Pan  Three  olcf  Deffeifibaugh  Farm 


ONE  OF  THE  INTERESTING  TIMES  in  the  fall  of  the 
year  was  when  Dad  rounded  us  up  and  said  that  it  was 
time  to  get  our  boots  for  the  winter.  We  wore,  when  we  had 
to,  shoes  in  the  summer  time.  They  were  too  costly  to 
be  used  rashly  and  unnecessarily.  So  we  would  go  in  an 
evening  to  John  Bell's  store  in  Brownsville  where  we 
would  be  outfitted  with  leather  boots  for  the  winter. 
Prices  ran  about  $1.50  a  pair,  and  being  that  costly,  had 
to  be  carefully  used.  Lucky  was  the  boy  whose  boots  had 
red  tops  and  shiny  copper  toes.  Any  one  who  wore  them 
in  wet  weather  and  found  them  hard  to  put  on  in  the 
morning  does  not  need  to  be  reminded  of  the  "glories" 
of  wearing  shoes.  The  writer,  possessing  a  high  instep 
suffered  many  things  and  many  mornings  in  getting 
them  on.  When  the  soles  wore  out,  Dad  took  out  his 
shoe  repairing  box,  with  its  maple  pegs,  and  awl,  and 
resoled  them.  He  told  us  often  that  the  repair  kit,  box 
and  all  was  brought  from  Ireland  by  an  ancestor.  For 
some   reason,   boots   have   no   attraction   for  the  writer. 

Occasionally  we  got  to  go  to  Newark  or  Zanesville. 
This  was  a  rare  treat.  One  day  we  read  that  Buffalo 
Bill's  Show  was  to  appear  in  Zanesville.  So  Earl  and  the 
writer  asked  Uncle  Sam  if  we  could  clean  the  briars  from 
a  corn  field  of  some  thirty  acres  for  50c  each.  We  thought 
that  was  the  price  of  a  ticket  to  the  show.  He  said  "Yes." 
We  worked  hard;  Mother  checked  to  see  that  we  had 
done  the  job  right.  The  50c  was  paid  each  of  us  and 
the  big  day  appeared.  An  Uncle  took  us  in  a  buggy  the 
16  miles  to  Zanesville  to  see  the  Show.  The  admission 
charge,  we  found,  was  75c.  We  were  short  25c.  Did  we 
see  the  Show?  Yes  we  saw  part  of  it  as  we  were  per- 
mitted to  climb  a  windmill  tower  on  the  grounds  and 
look  over  a  low  section  of  the  tent  wall.  That  was 
one  of  life's  boyhood  tragedies.  Later  on  there  came  a 
chance  and  Buffalo  Bill  was  seen  in  the  same  city  and 
we  had  a  seat.  But  then  we  were  already  in  College  and 
had   a  little  more  to   say  about  matters. 

One  of  the  treats  would  be  when  we  could  go  to  the 
store  owned  by  J.  D.  Findley,  in  Glenford.  Another  treat 
was  when  we  went  to  Bethel  and  went  to  Rufus  Helsers 
to  visit  and  to  have  dinner.  He  also  had  a  store.  We 
liked  to  go  to  Findley's  Store  as  much  as  Winfred,  his 
son    liked    to    come    to    the    country   to  the   Deffenbaugh 


farm.  Mr.  Findley  always  had  a  stick  of  candy  to  offer  | 
us  country  boys.  J.  D.  Findley,  wife,  and  son,  Winfred  had  i 
moved  to  Glenford,  Ohio,  from  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania, 
following  the  disastrous  flood  in  1889.  He  possessed  a 
General  Store  which  was  of  intense  interest  to  the  coun-  \ 
try  boy.  j 

Winfred  was  permitted  to  spend  several  weeks  each ! 
summer  on  the  Deffenbaugh  farm.  One  condition  was  that 
he  practiced  faithfully  his  piano  lessons.  He  did,  but  it  i 
was  no  pleasure  as  we  boys  impatiently  waited  in  the 
yard  for  him  to  finish  his  hour.  Minnie  saw  that  he  did 
the  trick  faithfully.  She  was  the  one  who  gave  him  the 
lessons.  He  and  the  writer  were  in  Sunday  School  to- 
gether. Church  together  and  roomed  together  for  four 
years  in  Ashland  College,  graduating  together  in  1914.  j 
We  corresponded  with  one  another  until  his  death  in  I 
March  1953,  at  his  home  in  Roanoke,  Virginia.  If  we  everl 
had  a  childish  disagreement  it  is  not  remembered  for  whoj 
would  be  so  dumb  as  to  fall  out  with  a  boy  whose  father  I 
owned  a  store  and  who  himself  had  many  wonderful^ 
toys?  His  father  was  our  teacher  in  Sunday  school  as 
wiggling  boys  whose  feet  could  not  reach  to  the  floor, 
until  we  went  to  College.  His  influence  in  our  lives  can- 1 
not  be  measured.  Summer  days  at  Deffenbaughs  meant  j 
riding  on  the  wheat  wagons,  hauling  straw,  playing  in  I 
the  wheat  which  was  not  always  appreciated  by  Uncle] 
Sam,  and  many  things  too  numerous  to  mention.  There  I 
were  cool  and  inviting  woods  in  which  to  play,  and  shady 
springs  to  attract  our  interest.  Hauling  hay  shocks  was- 
really  a  treat. 

The  writer  remembers  his  first  job,  away  from  the 
farm.  It  was  for  Murray  Bowser  who  lived  on  the  farm 
to  the  north  east.  He  now  lives,  at  this  writing,  in  New-\ 
ark,  Ohio.  We  were  as  a  mere  lad  given  25c  a  day,  and* 
of  course,  dinner,  for  hauling  hay  shocks  to  the  stacki 
Being  timid  when  noon  time  came,  eating  was  an  agony* 
Suffice  it  to  state  that  condition  does  not  hold  good  to-i 
day.  The  Traction  Engine,  pulled  the  Separator  when 
they  progressed  from  the  horse  drawn  engines.  We  were* 
usually  found  chasing  along  by  the  side  of  the  enginei 
When  the  Engineer  pulled  the  whistle  cord  to  frightew 
us,  he  always  succeeded.  Threshing  was  a  major  farir? 
task    at    the    Deffenbaughs    as    they    raised    hundreds   oJi 
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lushels  of  wheat.  There  were  neighbors  who  came  in  to 
exchange  work,  who  added  to  the  lively  interest  of  the 
lay. 

One  of  the  projects,  new  for  the  Deffenbaugh  farm 
vas  that  of  raising  tobacco.  It  was  partly  for  this  reason 
;hat  Watt  Ankrum  and  family  moved  to  the  Deffen- 
)augh  farm  from  Guernsey  County,  Ohio.  Log  heaps  were 
mrned  to  kill  the  weed  seeds  and  then  the  Tobacco  seed 
vas  sown.  When  the  plants  were  ready  they  had  to  be 
!et  out  in  the  field.  This  of  course  necessitated  a  tobacco 
)arn  for  drying  and  curing  the  crop.  This  was  built.  Rais- 
ng  tobacco  was  a  full  time  job.  Whether  it  paid  or  not, 
0  the  wi-iter  as  a  boy  it  was  interesting. 

Jason  Mack  lived  on  the  farm  to  the  south  west  be- 
Tond  that  of  Martin  Daugherty.  He  was  one  who  though 
•aised  in  the  Dunker  Faith,  the  Faith  of  his  immediate 
'orefathers,  did  not  align  himself  with  the  Church  until 
le  was  fifty  yeai's  old.  He,  as  has  been  stated  in  an- 
>ther  ai'ticle,  was  Rev.  Quincy  Leckrone's  first  convert  in 
lis  first  Meeting  and  also  his  first  Baptism.  Grand  Pap 
vlack  was  a  staunch  defender  of  the  Faith.  He  could  not 
igree  with  his  daughters,  Lucinda  and  OUa,  when  they 
oined  the  "Progressives." 

Those  times  were  times  when  tempers  were  short  and 
ongues  were  sharp.  Jason  Mack  was  the  custodian  of 
;he  Greenwood  Church,  a  labor  of  love.  He  had  had  a 
levere  reverse  when  he  had  signed  a  note  for  a  brother, 
racob,  the  only  son  united  with  the  "Conservatives." 
^lemories  of  Grand  Pap  Mack's  visit  to  us  were  vivid. 
Jsually  an  argument  had  started  in  the  house  and  as 
he  argument  waxed  longer  and  longer,  voices  waxed 
ligher  and  higher.  Each  contended  unmistakably  for  their 
;hurches.  To  the  writer  it  was  impossible  to  differentiate 
)etween  heat  and  facts.  Grand  Father  Mack  took  on  all 
:omers  not  aligned  up  with  the  Conservatives.  One  of  his 
'avorite  targets  was  the  young  John  Allen  Miller,  of 
Ashland   who   spent   summers    in   the    Deffenbaugh   home 

mnananaanannnapaDannnaaDaaDpnaaannnaaaa 
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THE  LAYMEN'S  BEATITUDES 

1.  Blessed  is  the  man  whose  calendar  con- 
tains prayer  meeting  nights. 

2.  Blessed  is  the  man  who  does  not  remain 
iway  from  church  because  it  drizzles. 

3.  Blessed  is  the  man  who  can  stay  over  an 
lour  in  a  church  service. 

4.  Blessed  is  the  man  who  loves  the  Lord's 
vork  with  his  pocket  as  well  as  his  heart. 

5.  Blessed  is  the  man  whose  watch  keeps 
church  time  as  well  as  business  time. 

6.  Blessed  is  the  man  who  leaves  the  back 
3ews  for  the  late  comers. 

7.  Blessed  is  the  man  who  does  not  have  a 
;ummer  "lay-off"  from  his  religion. 

i.  Blessed  is  the  man  whose  eyesight  will 
itand  as  much  reading  of  the  Bible  as  of  the 
Sunday  newspaper. — Selected. 


as  a  preacher.  However  there  were  times  when  Grand 
Father  had  to  ask  his  aid,  when  a  Lutheran  Preacher 
sprung  his  Greek  on  Grand  Dad.  Together  they  wei'e 
yoke  fellows  against  a  rank  outsider.  Grand  Father  was 
a  contender  for  the  faith  until  struck  down  by  the  worst 
type  of  Small  Pox,  Februai-y  7,  1902.  His  funeral  was 
held  later  on  in  the  Church  he  loved  and  he  is  buried 
in  the  Lutheran  Cemetery  west  of  the  Church  a  mile  or 
more. 

There  was  one  time  when  we  had  no  objections  to 
having  our  necks  and  ears  washed,  cr  being  sent  to  bed 
early.  That  was  the  time  after  harvest  when  a  long  trip 
was  planned  to  visit  Uncles,  Aunts  and  numerous  cousins 
in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio.  They  lived  in  and  around  New 
Concord  and  Cambridge.  This  was  the  outstanding  event 
cf  the  year  for  this  was  thirty  miles  away.  Baskets  of 
lunch,  "Telescopes"  full  of  clothing  were  prepared,  and 
bright  and  early  the  start  was  made  with  the  two  horse 
carriage.  At  first,  interest  kept  things  livened  up,  then 
came  the  passing  through  Zanesville  which  kept  us  pop 
eyed.  Long  in  the  afternoon  after  traveling  apparently 
endless  miles  over  the  Old  National  Pike,  the  journey 
ended.  Cousins  shyly  eyed  each  other  but  not  for  long 
until  they  wei-e  fully  at  play  apparently  never  having 
been  strangers.  The  time  we  were  caught  in  the  hail  stoiTn 
at  Norwich  is  still  remembered  by  the  ones  of  us  old 
enough  to  sense  its  importance  when  it  struck  frightening 
the  horses  as  well  as  all  of  us.  The  allotted  time  for 
the  visit  passed  all  too  rapidly,  and  good  byes  were  said  and 
the  long  journey  home  began.  The  writer  often  thinks 
when  traveling  over  the  same  territory  today,  in  a  little 
more  than  an  hour  of  the  hours  spent  behind  the  plod- 
ding  horses  in   another  day  and   period. 

It  was  decided  that  a  bell  was  needed  for  the  Ber- 
achah  Church.  The  way  to  raise  money  even  in  those  days 
was  by  Ice  Cream  Festivals.  So  it  was  decided  to  have 
an  Ice  Cream  Festival.  Home  made  cake  and  Ice  Cream, 
made  on  the  lawn  were  served.  It  was  outstanding  for 
us  youngsters  for  we  were  given  a  dime  apiece.  That 
however  produced  a  problem.  First,  there  would  be  no 
repeat  in  dimes,  second  they  served  a  5  cent  and  a  10 
cent  dish.  Each  dish  was  accompanied  by  a  piece  of 
cake.  After  due  deliberation  it  was  thought  best  to  order 
two  five  cent  dishes,  thereby  getting  an  extra  piece  of 
cake.  Well,  the  Bell  was  secured  and  today  reposes 
mutely  on  the  ground  of  the  Glenford  Brethren  Church. 
The  Berachah  Church  is  only  a  memory,  and  has  been 
torn  down  for  years.  The  last  service  in  it  was  that  of 
the  funeral   of   Minnie   Deffenbaugh   held  in  1917. 

Many  acts  of  boyhood  were  thoughtless.  Uncle  Sam, 
though  exasperated  with  us  at  times  almost  without 
number,  never  the  less  was  fond  of  us.  How  he  could  do 
this  showed  his  long  suffering.  There  were  some  Proph- 
ets who  were  outspoken  in  their  predictions  "You  will 
land  in  the  Lancaster  Reformatory,"  they  freely  pre- 
dicted. Suffice  it  to  state  that  they  were  wrong  in  all 
their  prophecies.  Aunt  Mary  never  failed  to  inspire  us 
and  hold  out  for  us  great  things  in  the  future.  The 
Author  is  glad  to  recall  that  he  in  her  old  age  was  able 
to  bi-ing  joys  into  her  life  that  she  otherwise  might  not 
have  had.  We  were  never  allowed  to  forget  our  Mack 
Ancestry,  and  in  fact  took  it  for  granted  thinking  that 
it  was  a  natural  matter  until  Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller  brought 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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DR.  PATTON  writes 


August  23,  1956 


My   Dear   Clayton: 


I  just  want  to  say  "thank  you"  for  your  many  kind- 
nesses and  courtesies  in  connection  with  my  trip  to  Ash- 
land. You  did  everything  to  make  me  comfortable  and 
feel   at  home,  and   I   certainly  appreciate  it. 

I  enjoyed  getting  to  know  your  people  and  seeing  your 
fine  church  at  work.  It  was  a  thrilling  experience. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  you  in  the  work  you  are 
doing. 

Most  sincerely, 

Jim   Patton. 

Those  of  you  who  attended  Conference  will  recall  with 
considerable  satisfaction  the  challenging  message  deliv- 
ered by  Dr.  Patton  in  the  W.  M.  S.  meeting  and  the 
excellent  assistance  he  provided  in  the  Stewardship 
workshop. 

Dr.  James  G.  Patton  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  serves  as 
executive  secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States.  He  has  had  wide  experience  in  the  field 
of  Christian  stewardship,  educating  many  individuals 
and  groups  in  this  important  ministry.  Many  individuals 
have  expressed  the  desire  to  hear  Dr.  Patton  in  further 
meetings   such   as   these. 


A  RESOLUTBON  OF  THANKS 

The  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  assem- 
bled in  its  annual  meeting  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  hereby  re- 
solves— in  appreciation  of  the  very  splendid  work  that 
has  been  done  and  is  now  being  done  by  Mr.  Dorman 
Ronk  and  his  wife  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  in  directing 
and  constructing  the  new  parsonage  for  Reverend  and 
Mrs.  Drushal  to  replace  the  one  which  burned  and  the 
new  classroom-gymnasium-community  building  and  the 
many  improvements,  greatly  needed,  and  in  their  help- 
fulness with  the  spiritual  work  as  well  as  with  the  phys- 
ical property — that  to  them  be  conveyed  our  most  sin- 
cere thanks  and  our  earnest  desire  that  they  continue 
in  the  service  of  the  Brethren  Church  in  this  field  of 
construction   where   he   is   so    well  qualified. 

Committee:   Harlan  Hollewell  and  Claud  Studebaker. 


NEWARK  IN  THE  NEWS 

In  the  recent  bulletin,  published  by  Armco  Drainage 
and  Metal  Products,  manufacturers  and  distributors  of 
the  portable  chapel,  appears  the  picture  of  the  Newark 
Brethren    Church. 

The  Armco  bulletin  features  a  number  of  the  more  at- 
tractive structures  being  used  for  worship  services.  Men- 


tion is  made  that  the  chapel  was  first  erected  for  a  mis- 
sion church  at  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania,  then  dis- 
mantled, moved  and  re-erected  at  Newark,  Ohio,  where 
a  Sunday  school  unit  was  added,  with  some  of  the  work 
being  done  by  members  of  the  church. 

These  Brethren  are  to  be  commended  for  maintaining  j 
a  church  building  so  attractive  that  it  is  used  for  pub- 1 
licity  purposes.  They  are  to  be  commended  also  for  their ! 
perseverance  in  this  new  work.  News  in  Reverend  Crick's  i 
church  bulletin  indicates  that  some  sickness  has  handi-  { 
capped  the  program  there  a  bit,  but  in  characteristic  J 
fashion,  they  are  still  going  ahead — pressing  toward  a  I 
new  goal  for  Rally  Day.  | 

Our  best   wishes,  Newark   Brethren!  ' 


HOW  I  RAISE  MY  BABY 
IN  CONGO— 

an  African  Mother 

(Taken    from    Unified    Promotion,    a    Christian    Church 
publication) 

It  is  a  heavy  load  to  raise  a  baby  in  Congo,  but  we^ 
love  ouyj  babies  and  do  our  best.  We  have  so  many  enemies 
to  carry  them  away.  However,  we  don't  worry  about  all 
the  little  things  a  white  mother  does,  such  as  clothes! 
food,  mosquito  nets  and  drinking  water.  But,  oh,  the  big: 
worries  we  have!  When  we  are  in  labor,  we  must  neveij 
let  anyone  know,  or  all  may  not  go  well  with  the  child'j 
What  if  the  evil  spirit  hears  about  our  new  baby!  H<ij 
may  destroy  it  through  some  deed  of  mother,  father,  oij 
friend,   or  through  food  eaten  by  any  of  us.  j 

The  best  way  to  insure  a  healthy  baby,  to  insure  stronjil 
bones  and  teeth,  is  to  buy  a  lot  of  charms  to  tie  arouncj 
the  neck,  arms,  legs  and  waist  of  the  baby.  These  charm; 
are  obtained  from  the  witch  doctor;  for  only  he  know; 
which  seed,  fruit,  bone,  stick,  feather  or  string  will  havi, 
the  power  to  overcome  the  evil  spirits.  He  can,  also 
cut  small  incisions  in  the  baby's  skin  to  let  out  the  evil 
spirits.  What  worries  us  most  is  the  convulsions.  Th| 
white  teachers  say  it  is  due  to  the  mosquito,  but  we  kno\! 
it  is  witchcraft.  For  the  baby  with  convulsions,  we  pu 
red  pepper  in  its  eyes,  give  it  a  strong  enema  and  pou 
gallons   of  cold   water  over   it.  ■ 

Some  of  our  mothers  are  trying  to  imitate  the  whit  I 
mothers.  They  make   clothes  and  a  net  and  bed  for  th| 
baby  before  they  even  know  it  might  live.  Then  they  bo' 
the  drinking  water  and  even  buy  milk  and  cereal  for  i 
They  seem  to  have  nice  babies,  but  we  would  be  afrai 
we  would   offend  some  evil  spirit  hiding  around  and  w 
would   lose    our   little    one,   as   many   of   the  women  los 
theirs  by  doing  some  foolish  thing. 

Yes,  it  is  a  big  task  to  raise  a  baby  here  in  Cong' 
but  maybe  when  we  learn  more  about  the  Great  Phys 
cian  the  white  folks  tell  us  about,  we  shall  be  able  1 
throw  away  some  of  our  fears  and  worries.  Until  we  c 


SEPTEMBER  8,  1956 


PAGE  SEVEN 


ve  must  follow  the  "wisdom"  of  our  fatheis  and  moth- 
irs." — Georgia  Bateman. 

(Georgia  Bateman's  name  has  been  identified  with  med- 
cal  missions  in  the  Belgian  Congo  since  1927.  Thousands 
—tens  of  thousands — have  been  helped  by  her  Christian 
lervice.) 
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THE  MINflSTRY  HAS  A 
STEWARDSHIP  TO  FULFILL 

rHE  CHURCH  ordains  its  ministers  to  a  high  calling 
of  honor  and  leadership.  The  program  to  recruit, 
iducate  and  sustain  an  adequate  and  effective  ministry 
s  absolutely  essential  to  the  future  of  the  Church  and 
he  Kingdom.  It  is  evident  that  the  ministry  is  a  stew- 
irdship  in  the  highest  sense. 

Jesus  made  it  clear  to  His  disciples  that  they  were  not 
)eing  called  to  high  offices  of  privilege  to  be  served  by 
)thers;  rather,  they  were  to  follow  their  master,  whose 
vhole  purpose  was  to  serve  and  give  His  life  as  a  ran- 
;om  for  many. 

Paul,  one  of  the  finest  Christian  stewards,  wrote:  "This 
s  how  one  should  regard  us,  as  servants  of  Christ  and 
stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God."  (I  Cor.  4:2).  When 
le  admonishes  Timothy,  "Fulfill  your  ministry,"  (II  Tim. 
1:5)  he  instructs  him  as  to  the  full  responsibilities  that 
lave  been  entrusted  to  him  as  a  minister  and  steward 
'or  Christ.  The  success  of  the  minister,  as  Christ  measures 
success,  requires  the  giving  of  himself  and  all  that  he 
las  in  the  service  of  Christ  and  humanity.  He  can  ful- 
ill  his  ministry  by  leading  and  developing  a  congregation 
)f  trustworthy  Christian  stewards. 

— from  "Fulfill  Your  Ministry"  Unified  Promotion,  In- 
lianapolis,  Indiana. 
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KENNETH  C.  MOCK 

ORDAINED 

at  the 

Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church 

August  6,  1956 

ORDINATION  SERVICES  for  Kenneth  C.  Mock,  of 
the  Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois,  Brethren  Church,  were 
tield  in  the  Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church  on  August  6, 
1956. 

Rev.  Wilbur  Thomas,  pastor  of  the  Brethren  Church  at 
Leon,  Iowa,  presided  over  the  service.  Rev.  Harold  Gar- 
land, Pastor  of  the  West  Alexandria,  Ohio,  Brethren 
Church,  gave  the  ordination  message.  Mrs.  Metzger  of 
the  Cerro  Gordo  Church,  read  the  Church  and  Minister- 
ial Examining  Board  action  in  the  ordaining  of  Brother 
Mock. 

Kenneth  Mock  came  into  the  Brethren  Church  at  Cum- 
berland, Maryland,  and  supplied  the  Sergeantsville  and 
Calvary  Brethren  Churches  iji  New  Jersey,  for  several 
jmonths,  and  then  accepted  a  call   to  Cerro   Gordo. 


LOOK  UP,  AND  LIVE! 

(Continued  from   Page  3) 

have  picked  these  things  up  from  our  ground- 
bound  eyes,  let's  clean  house.  Around  us,  above 
us,  ahead  of  us  are  many  bright  and  shining 
views,  and  opportunities  of  Christian  service.  The 
abundant  life  of  which  our  Savior  spoke  is  that 
which  finds  us  serving,  helping  and  doing  His  will 
among  men.  W.  S.  B. 


Spiritual  fIDebitatione 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

PRIORITIES 

"God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  present  help 
in  trouble."  Psalm  46:1. 

THESE  ARE  DAYS  of  priorities.  "First"  things  are 
priorities.  The  industrial  life  of  our  nation  has  for 
several  years  been  geared  to  the  production  of  articles 
regarded  as  essential  to  our  national  defense.  And  the 
government  not  only  lays  claim  to  prior  right  to  the  use 
of  the  manufacturing  and  other  productive  activities  of 
the  people  of  the  republic,  but  even  claims  a  priority 
on  the  right  of  its  citizen's  lives,  taking  the  cream  of 
the  youth  (young  men)  of  the  land  to  build  up  an 
army  of  defense,  and  to  preserve   democracy. 

And  there  are  priorities  in  the  spiritual  kingdom. 
Jesus  admonishes  us  to  "put  first  things  first"  when  He 
commanded  that  we  should  "Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom 
of  God,  and  His  righteousness."  The  kingdom  of  God 
is  both  a  gift  and  a  task.  It  is  a  challenge  to  labor 
more  earnestly  and  conscientiously  for  peace  on  earth 
and  good  will  among  men.  As  a  gift  the  kingdom  is  the 
assurance  that  whatever  may  happen,  God  is  our  refuge 
and  strength,  an  ever  present  help  in  our  every  time  of 
need. 

This  old,  troubled  world  of  ours  needs  a  good  many 
things — a  new  appraisement  of  our  international  rela- 
tionship. To  realize  that  there  is  a  divine  pronounce- 
ment as  to  God's  view  and  desire  as  to  our  race  and 
international  relations.  There  is  need  also  for  a  more 
just  economic  oi*der  and  spirit.  And  we  must  have  a  fel- 
lowship among  men  which  is  free  from  race  discrimina- 
tion. Else  we  shall  have  no  lasting  peace  on  earth.  Some 
one  says  that  we  shall  never  be  able  to  achieve  these 
ideals.  No,  only  as  Christians  find  in  God  the  power 
to  meet   the  difficulties   of  our  world. 
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GIFTS  TO  THE  BENEVOLENT  BOARD 


(July  1,  1955  to  June  30,  1956) 
By    Districts 


"'Increase   over   last  year. 

Southeastern 

Bethlehem*     $  42.00 

Cumberland      15.00 

Gatewood*      4.50 

Hagerstown    268.96 

Haddix    

Liberty*    4.00 

Linwood*     15.00 

Lost    Creek*    15.00 

Mathias*     1-00 

Maurertown     25.00 

Mt.   Olive*    72.00 

Oak    Hill    60.00 

Rowdy     

St.    James    42.00 

St.  Luke   

Washington*    26.00 

Total    $  590.46 

«        >K        « 

Pennsylvania 

Berlin*     $  283.44 

Brush   Valley    16.95 

Calvary*    20.00 

Conemaugh*     76.00 

Cameron*      31.00 

Highland*     41.00 

Johnstown    I*    129.72 

Johnstown   II*    150.00 

Johnstown  IIP    233.00 

Masontown*     101.00 

Meyersdale*     124.50 

Mt.    Olivet    23.50 

Mt.   Pleasant*    17.25 

Pittsburgh*    105.13 

Quiet   Dell    

Raystown    2.00 

Sergeantsville*    60.50 

Summit    Mills    

Valley*      30.00 

Vandergrift*    40.00 

Vinco*     224.17 

Waynesboro*      53.00 

White    Dell     16.75 

Total*    $  1,768.20 

Ohio 

Akron      $  42.00 

Ashland*     270.25 


Bryan*     252.20 

Canton*     118.00 

Columbus    10.00 

Dayton*    184.00 

Fairhaven*     40.20 

Fairview*      17.00 

Fremont*    18.40 

Glenford*    21.00 

Gratis    25.00 

Gretna     72.95 

Louisville*    440.94 

Mansfield    5.00 

Mt.    Zion    

New   Lebanon    205.00 

N.   Georgetown   39.00 

Newark*     13.50 

Pleasant    Hill*    112.98 

Smithville     341.80 

W.  Alexandria    40.00 

Williamstown*     116.43 

Total    $  2,385.60 

*     *     * 

Central 

Cerro    Gordo*    $  10.50 

Lanark    99.75 

Milledgeville*    341.00 

Udell*      51.50 

Waterloo*     88.00 

Total*      $  590.75 

Mid-West 

Carleton*    $  10.00 

Cheyenne    

Falls    City    ...  * 17.00 

Fort   Scott*    10.00 

McLouth      

Morrill*     8.00 

Mulvane*    19.25 

Total    $  64.25 

Indiana 

Akron*    $ 

Ardmore*    52.00 

Brighton*     30.00 

Burlington    77.30 

Center    Chapel*    124.77 

College   Corner*    49.91 

Corinth      51.50 


County    Line*    . 

Denver*     

Dutch  town*    .  . . 

Elkhart*      

Flora      

Goshen    

Huntington     .  . 

Loree     

Mexico     

Milford      

Muncie     

Nappanee  .... 
New  Paris*  .  . 
North  Liberty 
N.   Manchester 

Oakville*     

Peru*     

Roann*    

Roanoke*    .... 
Sherwood    .... 
South    Bend* 
Teegarden    .  . . 

Tiosa*      

Warsaw*     .... 


153 

87. 

23. 

570, 

112 

410, 

28 

180 

26 

50 

96 

10 

331 

99 

75 
60 
61 
55 

700 

35 

100 

100 


35  j 
05 

00  j 
80  I 
30  I 
34  I 
00  I 
,00  i 
00! 

,00 ; 

.56  1 
00' 
.001 
.00  j 

oo'i 
.00! 
.00  i 
.001 

j 

.00 

00  j 
.00  j 
60 ! 


Total*      $  3,749, 

*     *     * 

Northern  California 


48ii 


Lathrop     

Manteca*    

Stockton    

Turlock  (Abandoned)*  . 


73, 
2,400. 


Total*      $  2,473, 

*     *     * 

Scattered 


Tucson*     

Sarasota*    . . .  . 
Miscellaneous* 


.$  55, 
54, 
97. 


Total*    $      206.71' 


GRAND   TOTAL    $ll,829.3d 


LEADING  CHURCHES 

Turlock    $  2,400.0(1 

South   Bend    700.0(^| 

Elkhart      570.81 

Louisville    440.9- 


L 
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loshen 410.34 

jSmithville     341.80 

killedgeville    341.00 

l^ew  Paris    331.00 

'Berlin    283.44 

ishland    270.25 

lagerstown    268.96 

Bryan    252.50 

/inco 224.17 

rohnstown  III   223.00 

S'^ew  Lebanon    215.00 


Total  1954: 

Churches     

National  W.  M.  S. 

Total    

Total   1955: 

Churches     

National  W.  M.  S. 
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Closed  Church 9,800.00 

7,157.71 

1  100  00  ^^^^^    ^  10,569.29 

*     *     ♦ 

8,257.71      Total  1956: 

Churches     $  9,429.34 

National  W.  M.  S 1,000.00 

Closed  Church 2,400.00 

8,769.29  

1,000.00  Total    $11,829.34 


Largest*  Individual  Givers 

Roland   Obenchain    (South  Bend)    $500.00 

Rev.   Austin    Gable    (Denver)    100.00 

i^iola  Knoll  (Louisville)    60.00 

-v.  E.   Schwab    (Louisville)    50.00 

k   Friend    50.00 

3.  D.  Stuckman   (Johnstown  I)    50.00 

Rev.  W.  R.    Deeter    (Udell)    31.00 

jlenn    Carpenter    (Ashland)     30.00 

Mrs.  Gladys  Lonero,  Dr.  Chas.  Anspach,  L.  P.  Clapper, 
Walter  Wertz,  Rev.  Geo.  Carpenter,  Earl  Benshoff,  Rev. 
fohn  Gillin,  Fred  Frye,  Mrs.  Ida  Weirick,  each  gave 
P25.00.  L.  V.  King,  Treasurer. 


Facts  of  the  Board 

Rev.  E.  M.  Riddle,  after  serving  faithfully  as  Secretary 
of  the  Board,  resigned,  thus  avoiding  being  on  two  boards 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  order  to  give  more  time  to  the 
Mission  Board.  Mr.  Everett  Keplinger,  2426  Lynn  Ave., 
Dayton  6,  Ohio,  has  been  appointed  to  take  his  place 
as  secretary.  All  correspondence  should  be  directed  to 
him.  New  Board  members  are:  Rev.  Clarence  Stogsdill, 
186  Spring  St.,  Johnstown,  Penna.,  and  Russell  Wolfe, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 


AVAILABLE  NOW! 


[.  CLAUD  STUDEBAKER'S  Booklet: 

"A  BRIEF  INTRODUCTION 

TO  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH " 


This  is  the  second  printing  of  this  valuable 
booklet,  for  which  there  has  been  much  demand 
since  the  first  edition  was  exhausted. 

"A  BRIEF  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  BRETH- 
REN CHURCH"  contains  a  Historical  Back- 
ground of  the  Brethren  Church,  plus  an  explana- 
tion of  Brethren  Doctrines  and  Ordinances. 

On  what  we  believe,  and  why  we  practice  what 
we  dk).  Dr.  Studebaker's  booklet  is  full  of  help- 
ful information,  facts  and  scripture  references. 

It  can  well  be  given  to  those  who  ask,  "What  is 
the  Brethren  Church,  What  does  the  Brethren 
Church  believe  and  practise?" 


This  new  edition,  just  fresh  from  the  presses 
of  your  Publishing  Company  can  be  obtained  in 
any  quantity,  at 

10c  each;    $1.00   per  dozen. 

Order  several  dozen,  or  more  to  give  to  your 
church  members,  to  prospective  members,  and  to 
anyone  who  asks  questions  about  the  Brethren 
faith. 

This  second  printing  is  sponsored  by  the  Young 
Men's  and  Boys'  Brotherhood  of  the  Brethren 
Church. 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,  Ohio. 
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BOYHOOD  DAYS  ON  THE  OLD  DEFFENBAUGH 
FARM 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

to  the  Author's  attention  and  mind  that  it  was  at  least 
just  a  little  unusual.  The  heritage  was  a  challenge  and 
something  of  which  to  be  proud. 

When  Ed  Burnworth  came  to  take  up  the  Pastorate 
following  the  closing  of  J.  M.  Bowman's  work,  he  was  the 
object  of  much  attention  to  us  youngsters.  We  had  never 
seen  the  type  of  "Nose  glasses,"  that  he  wore.  There 
were  some  exceedingly  Rural  who  called  him  a  "Dude," 
because  of  his  dress.  Never  the  less  he  baptized  some  of 
those  who  had  styled  him  thus.  They  found  that  he  was 
a  "regular  fellow."  One  was  the  Uncle  of  the  Author, 
Watt  Ankrum.  He  along  with  others  was  baptized  in  the 
old  baptizing  hole  in  the  creek  on  Rev.  Sam  On-'s  place. 
Uncle  Watt,  though  denied  the  benefit  of  an  education, 
gave  of  his  best  to  the  church  and  its  work.  He  de- 
lighted in  "lifting  the  offering."  Rev.  Burnworth's  pas- 
torate covered  a  period  of  four  years.  We  removed  from 
the  Deffenbaugh  Farm  in  the  Spring  of  1901.  This  Sum- 
mer Rev.  L  D.  Bowman,  held  the  Evangelistic  Meeting. 
In  the  creek  on  the  Deffenbaugh  Farm  were  baptized 
among  others.  Earl  Ankrum,  Winfred  Findley  and  the 
writer,  by  Ed  Burnworth.  During  the  winter.  Rev.  Burn- 
worth  attended  Ashland  College.  The  Summers  were 
spent  on  the  Deffenbaugh  farm.  One  day  he  was  asked  by 
the  writer,  as  the  wonderful  invention,  the  Telephone 
was  observed  on  the  wall,  if  we  were  not  at  an  end  in 
inventing.  His  reply  was  "we  have  not  even  scratched 
the  surface  of  inventions."  How  true  those  words  spoken 
so  long  ago. 

Trips  to  the  Mill  at  Somerset  with  Uncle  Sam  were 
always  looked  for.  It  meant  usually  the  best  part  of  the 
day,  and  there  might  be  a  train  to  be  seen.  The  trip 
was  six  miles  one  way  and  to  us  was  a  real  treat. 

There  were  births,  deaths  and  various  illnesses  to  bring 
their  joys  and  sorrows  to  the  brick  house.  Tragedy  struck 
when  Virgil  was  stricken.  The  Doctor  pronounced  it  Mus- 


cular Rheumatism.  Today  it  would  likely  be  pronouncec 
Polio.  All  of  us  youngsters  hung  around  him.  Fortunate- 
ly none  of  us  took  it.  Today,  he  still  walks  with  a  limfj 
and  does  not  have  the  full  use  of  one  hand.  The  Brad-; 
shaw  girls  had  the  measles.  It  was  thought  to  be  a  fim 
thing    to    get  them    also.    They    finally    came    with  theii. 
fever  and  breaking  out.  Water  was   desired  but  prohib-j 
ited.  So  when  mother's  back  was  turned  a  trip  was  madt 
to  the  nearby  Spring  and  we  drank  our  fill.  No  one  diec 
as  a  result  of  it. 

The  Geese,  when  they  showed  signs  of  losing  a  feath 
er  were  carefully  watched,  and  sometimes  chased  to  aic 
them  in  the  shedding.  It  was  needed  to  add  to  the  othei^ 
feathers  to  make  the  Indian  head  dresses  we  formed  fo- 
our  decorations.  In  the  winter,  the  "Dead  Falls,"  set  bjj 
our  elders  were  carefully  watched  to  see  what  would  hap-l 
pen  to  get  into  them.  I 

When  we  got  to  attend  preaching  at  the  Bethel  church 
there  was  joy,  for  we  usually  got  to  go  to  Harris  Lovej| 
for  dinner.  She  was  noted  as  one  of  the  best  cooks  oj] 
the  congregation.  Then  there  were  older  boys  with  nu] 
merous  gimmicks  and  toys.  Preaching  at  the  Berachal 
Church  was  also  welcomed  for  usually  some  one  cam( 
home  with  us  for  dinner.  Then  the  long  afternoon  spenv' 
in  playing  went  by  on  swift  wings.  Days  of  Social  con- 
tacts were  few  and  mainly  provided  by  the  Church  witl 
its  activities.  Threshing,  Cider  making  in  season.  Butch- 
ering brought  new  faces,  but  butchering,  well  there  was 
school  to  interfere  with  the  enjoyment  of  that  process. 

After  eight  years  spent  on  the  Deffenbaugh  farm,  Dae 
and  Mother,  mainly  through  faith,  decided  to  buy  fo] 
themselves  a  farm  of  some  147  acres  four  miles  to  tht 
east  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  south  of  the  village  Oj 
Gratiot  on  the  old  National  Pike.  So  in  1901  the  mov( 
was  made  in  April  to  the  new  home  and  location.  This 
farm  today  is  owned  by  Ivan  and  is  the  Ankrum  home: 
stead. 

Time  rolls  on  and  we  either  roll  with  it  or  are  rolled 
over.  The  old  Greenwood  church  is  only  a  memory.  Th«i 
original  burned  down  in  1896,  and  its  successor  had  lon|l 
been  razed.   The    Berachah    Church   exists   today   only  ill 
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The   Home  of 
'Uncle"    Sam   and   "Aunt"    Mary   Deffenbaugh 


nemory  of  those  who  entered  its  doors.  Reverses  came, 
Jncle  Sam  passed  away  on  the  old  farm.  A  short  time 
ater  in  1929  (November  7),  the  rest  of  the  family  moved 
;o  near  Shiloh,  Ohio.  Ethel,  widowed  for  many  years  is 
Wrs.  Charles  Tinl<;ey  and  lives  with  her  son  John  and 
vife,  R.  D.,  Danville,  Ohio.  Today,  others  who  have  no 
cnowledge  of  the  happy  events  of  other  days  live  in  the 
ipper  house  and  till  the  rolling  acres.  The  orchards  are 
jone,  fences  have  been  removed  but  the  old  woods  cover 
nuch  the  same  terrain.  Decay  has  made  its  mark  and 
;he  teeth  of  time  have  not  only  nibbled  but  taken  a  deep 
)ite  out  of  the  remaining  property.  The  Author  visits 
;h8  place  annually  and  memories  of  long,  long  ago  with 
Tiemories  of  those  long  departed  well  up  in  memory's 
ane.  Boyhood  days  on  the  cM  Deffenbaugh  Farm,  with 
;hose  of  culture  and  educatioi.,  along  with  high  ideals 
nade  those  early  years,  years  of  such  impression  that 
;heir  effects  still  remain.  While  we  cannot  go  back  to 
;hera  we  have  the  faculty  of  being  able  to  bring  them 
;o  us,  without  the  imperfections,  the  trials  and  the  un- 
Dleasantries  which  had  their  place  in  them  and  with  them 
n  their  realities. 

St.  James,  Maryland. 
(The  End) 


WELLER.  Mrs.  (Izene  O'Neill)  John  L.  Weller,  died 
July  25th,  1956  at  her  home  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  at 
the  age  of  nearly  90  years.  She  was  born,  October  23, 
1866,  near  Mineral  Point,  Penna,  At  age  of  16,  was  bap- 
tized in  the  Conemaugh  river,  and  remained  a  member 
of  the  Brethren  Church  until  her  death,  holding  her  mem- 
bership in  the  Waterloo  Church,  since  1884.  Married  in 
1888  to  John  L.  Weller,  of  Waterloo.  To  this  union,  four 
children  were  born,  who  survive. 

daughter,  Mrs.  E.   L.  Mussetter, 
San  Pedro,  Calif. 
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WHAT  THE  CHURCH  NEEDS 

Clay  P.  Morgan 

More  tithes  and  fewer  drives. 

More  action  and  less  friction. 

More  workers  and  fewer  shirkers. 

More  backers  and  fewer  slackers. 

More  of  God's  plans  and  less  of  man's. 

More  praying  and  less  straying. 

More  divine  power  and  less  human  pow-wow. 

More  Good  News  and  fewer  book  reviews. 

More  burdenbearers  and  fewer  talebearers. 

More  fighting  squads  and  fewer  tightwads. 

More  tongues  of  fire  and  fewer  fiery  tongues. 

More  zealous  efforts  and  less  jealous  thought. 

More  love  for  the  Word  and    less    love    for    the 
world. 

More  seeking  for  grace  and  less  seeking  for  place. 

More  holiness  of  life  and  less  bickering  and  strife. 

More  fasting  and  praying  and  less  feasting  and 
playing. 

More  time  spent  in  upper  rooms  and  less  in  sup- 
per rooms. 

More  religion  in  politics  and  less  politics  in  re- 
ligion. 

— Selected. 

aaaaanaaDnaaDDnnaannnnnDnnanDnaDaaaDaDnD 
aannnnnnDDDDnDnnnnnDnnanDaaanDnnaannnDan 

THE  ANVIL 

Dr.  Reuben  Saillens 

Last  eve  I  passed  beside  a  blacksmith's  door 

And  heard  the  anvil  ring  the  evening  chime; 
Then  looking  in,  I  saw  upon  the  floor 

Old  hammers,  worn  with  beating  years  of  time. 
"How  many  anvils  have  you  had,"  said  I, 

"To  wear  and  batter  all  these  hammers  so?" 
"Just  one,"  he  answered  with  a  twinkling  eye, 

"The  anvil  wears  the  hammers  out,  you  know." 
And  so,  thought  I,  the  Anvil  of  God's  Word, 

For  ages  skeptic  blows  have  beat  upon; 
Yet,  though  the  noise  of  infidels  was  heard, 

The  Anvil  is  unworn — the  hammers  gone! 
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Vrayer  fHedivig 
Studies 

IBy  G.  T.  ^ilmer 


Here,  take  this  check — the  car  can  wait. 
Next  Sunday?  Yes.  Good  night! 

— Alice  M.  Rogers. 


= 


A  GROANING   GIVER 

I  cannot  give  to  Mission  Boards; 

So  please  don't  ask  me  to. 
I've  had  my  salary  cut  so  much 

I  don't  know  what  to  do. 

My  dividends  have  been  cut,  too. 

And  stocks  and  bonds  are  low, 
I  have  two  boys  in  college 

And  another  one  to  go. 

The  bills  go  on.  We  have  to  eat. 

We  must  have  clothing,  too. 
Insurance,  dentist,  income  tax, 

And  mortgage  interest  due. 

And  then  my  car  is  very  old, 

I'll  have  to  turn  it  in; 
And  cars  are  cheap  just  now.  To  wait 
Would  almost  be  a  sin. 

0  yes,  I  joined  some  years  ago. 
My  wife's  a  member,  too. 

We  haven't  been  out  much  of  late; 
There  is  so  much  to  do. 

I'm  interested  in  the  work, 
I  hope  some  day  to  give; 
But    just    at     present — well — you     know 
A  man  has  got  to  live. 

1  heard  the  budget  had  been  cut, 

I'm  not  surprised  at  that. 
Of  course  it  means  cui'tailing  work, 
It  really  is  too  bad. 

THERE  ARE  FOUR  THINGS  that  God  wants  us  to  do 
about  missions:  (1)— Look  (John  4:35;  Matt.  9:36); 
(2)— Pray  (Matt.  9:37,  38;  Isaiah  59:16);  (3)— Give 
(Rom.  12:1;  Luke  14:33;  Rom.  12:13);  (4)— Go  (Mark 
16:15;  Acts  1:8;  Isaiah  6:8). 

Careless  church  finance  is  a  sin  (1  Cor.  4:2).  God  is 
depending  on  our  stewardship  to  help  meet  the  needs  of 
others  (Luke  12:42).  Thrifty  people  should  not  complain 
of  being  too  poor  to  support  missions  (Matt.  10:8;  1 
Peter  4:10).  Being  fairly  liberal  with  ourselves  and  our 
children  is  no  excuse  for  poor  or  no  stewardship  unto 
God  (Matt.  6:33).  We  cannot  afford  to  dissolve  partner- 
ship with  God  when  we  think  we  are  too  hard  up  to  pay 
Him  what  we  owe   (Luke  16:2,  3). 

What's  that  you  say?  That  I'm  to  blame 

If  mission  churches  close  ? 
That  I'm  responsible  to  God 

For   other   people's   woes  ? 

I  never  thought  of  it  that  way. 
I  guess  perhaps  you're  right. 


Let  us  be  prompt  with  God  by  giving  regularly  (1 
Coi\  16:2).  The  Lord's  portion  is  to  be  taken  out  and 
given  to  Him  first  (1  Kings  17:13,  14);  Exodus  13:12). 
God  wants  the  giving  to  come  cheerfully  from  ouii 
hearts  (2  Cor.  9:7).  Let  us  give,  i-emembering  that  God 
is  able  to  supply  all  our  needs  (2  Cor.  9:8).  To  be  stingy 
with  God  is  to  be  shortsighted  with  ourselves  (2  Cor. 
9:6).  If  we  take  care  of  the  Lord's  business  He  will  take 
care  of  ours  (  (Luke  6:38;  Mai.  3:11).  To  rob  God  is  toi 
rob  one's  self  (Gal.  6:7,  8). 


Lesson 

Comments 
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by 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  September  16,   1956 

CHRIST   AMONG   THE    CHURCHES 

Lesson:   Revelation    1:9-11,   17-18;   3:14-22 

AFTER  THE  RESURRECTION,  and  just  before  re-'l 
turning  to  the  Father,  Jesus  made  this  promise  to! 
His  disciples:  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  thel 
end  of  the  world"  (Matt.  28:20).  Indeed  this  was  a, 
strange  thing  to  say  just  prior  to  leaving  them!  Howi 
could  He  leave  them  and  still  be  with  them  ? 

The  Theologian,  speaking  of  God,  refers  to  His  Omm-| 
presence — that  is.  His  power  and  ability  to  be  present! 
everywhere  at  once.  Our  finite  minds  cannot  wholly  grasp! 
this  tremendous  truth,  but  we  do  believe  it  for  it  is| 
taught  in  God's  Word.  I 

Because  Jesus  Christ  is  God  He  could  declare  to  His' 
followers  His  ever-abiding  presence  with  them  regard- ' 
less  of  their  geographic  location.  John  the  Beloved,, 
writer  of  the  Gospel  and  the  three  Epistles  bearing  hisj 
name,  was  given  a  Revelation  of  his  blessed  Lord.  He 
was  instructed:  "What  thou  seest,  write  in  a  book,  and 
send  it  unto  the  seven  churches  which  are  in  Asia" 
(1:11).  In  this  Revelation  the  Glorified  Saviour  refers 
to  Himself  as  "He  that  walketh/  in  the  midst  of  the  seven 
golden  candlesticks"  (2:1).  The  first  chapter  made  known 
to  John  "the  mystery  of  the  .  .  .  seven  golden  candle- 
sticks .  .  .  The  seven  candlesticks  which  thou  seest  are 
the  seven  churches"  (1:20). 

In  other  words.  He  who  spoke  to  John  and  his  fellow- 
disciples  on  Mount  Olivet  and  promised  to  be  alwayi 
with  them,  now  reveals  Himself  as  the  One  who  walks 
with  His  people  among  the  churches. 

We  say  how  wonderful  to  know  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
present  in  our  churches!  Indeed  it  is.  But  may  we  be 
reminded   of   the  solemn   import   of   this   truth. 

Jesus  Christ — the  Impeccable  One,  the  Righteous  Judge, 
the  Just  One,  the  One  who  cannot  look  with  favor  uponi 
sin  in  any  form — walks  among  the  churches.  He  sees  in; 
the  pews  the  actions  of  carnal  men  who  bear  His  name; 
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e  listens  to  proud  men  in  the  pulpit  chant  and  rant 
leir  own  opinions,  while  all  the  time  the  Gospel  goes 
ipreached;  He  feels  the  coldness  of  dead  orthodoxy; 
e  senses  the  lifelessness  of  those  who  profess  to  know 
id  love  Him!  With  all  this  can  He  be  pleased?  God  for- 
d! 

The  Church  of  Laodicea  clearly  reflects  the  Church  of 
oday.  How  did  He  speak  to  it  ? 

"I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  art  neither  cold  nor  hot." 
ukewarm!  Rev.  H.  M.  Freligh  makes  this  comment: 
rhey  were  not  frigid  but  nauseatingly  insipid.  They 
ere  not  hot  enough  to  generate  any  steam.  They  had 
)  power.  The  word  smug  would  describe  them.  How 
le  Lord  hates  such  an  attitude." 


The  Laodicean  Church  thought  itself  rich.  Christ,  how- 
ever, had  this  to  say  about  it:  "And  knowest  not  that 
thou  art  wretched,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind, 
and  naked." 

In  spite  of  the  indifference  and  self-complacency  of 
the  church — in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was  spiritually 
poverty-strickened — the  Saviour  gives  this  church,  and 
any  church  who  desires  it,  the  opportunity  to  repent  and 
come  back  to  Him.  May  we  hear  His  invitation  this  day 
and  respond  to  it: 

"Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door,  and  knock:  if  any  man 
hear  My  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him, 
and  will  sup   with  him,   and  he  with  Me." 
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lunday  School  Suggestions 

The    Sunday    School   Board   of 
The  Brethren  Church 


by     Jerry  Flora 


HE  CHURCH  BOARD 

OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

/TORE  AND  MORE  Protestant  denominations  and 
Vl  churches  are  establishing  Church  Boards  of  Chris- 
an  Education  as  the  means  to  fulfill  better  their  teach- 
g  ministry  in  the  church. 

Why  Have    Such   a    Board? 

(1)  The  command,  "Let  all  things  be  done  decently 
id  in  order." 

(2)  To  insure  a  vital  program,  eliminating  overlap- 
ng  of  activities  and  guarding  against  overlooking  cer- 
lin  imperative   phases   of  Christian  teaching. 

(3)  To  bring  unity  into  all  that  is  being  done:  Sun- 
ly  school,  junior  church,  vacation  Bible  school,  Broth- 
■hood,  Sisterhood,  camps,  etc. 

(4)  Continuity  of  programs  can  better  be  assured  if 
nal   authority  for  such  lies   with  a   duly   elected  board. 

(5)  Policies    can   be  established  and  maintained. 

(6)  A  board  is  needed  to  handle  delicate  situations 
here  change  in  personnel,  procedure,  etc.,  must  be 
ade. 

(7)  The  church  needs  a  board  to  further  loyalty  to 
3r,  rather  than  small  groups  here  and  there  promoting 
[dividual,   and  often   selfish,  devotion. 

Duties  of  the  Board 

(1)  Plan:  the  general  educational  policy  of  the  church; 
le  specific  details  to  achieve  the  general  policy;  the  pro- 
ision  of  ways  to  accomplish  the  long-range  goals;  the 
udget  for  the  year;  and  the  report  of  the  year's  Chris- 
an  education  activities  which  is  presented  at  the  annual 
iisiness  meeting  of  the  church. 


(2)  Correlate:  and  co-ordinate  the  educational  program 
with  the  total  program  and  ministry  of  the  church. 

(3)  Supervise:  the  grading  and  promotion  of  pupils; 
the  keeping  of  adequate  records  of  progress;  the  details 
of  housing  and  equipment  needs  and  changes;  the  order- 
ing of  curriculum  material;  and  the  planning  for  special 
seasonal  days  and  occasions,  activities,  and  year-round 
program. 

(4)  Supervise  personnel:  in  the  enlisting  of  personnel; 
in  either  the  appointment  or  nomination  of  all  depart- 
ment superintendents,  officers,  and  teachers;  in  giving 
appropriate  recognition  to  lay  leadership;  and  in  pro- 
viding   a   year-round    program    of    teacher   training. 

Qualification    of   Members 

A  Board  member  should  be  a  member  of  the  church, 
one  who  is  a  dedicated  Christian.  He  should  be  willing 
to  acquaint  himself  with  the  latest  educational  methods 
and  materials.  He  should  be  willing  to  spend  and  be 
spent. 

How  Should  This  Board  Be  Established? 

(1)  The  preferred  plan  is  at  the  annual  business  meet- 
ing of  the  church,  thus  giving  it  the  same  important 
status  as  other  boards  elected  in  a  democratic  way  by 
the  church.  Elected  for  a  three-year  period,  one-third  each 
year. 

(2)  The  executive  committee  of  the  Sunday  school 
could   form   the    Board  of   Christian   Education. 

(3)  This  Board  could  be  elected  by  the  Official  Board 
of   the    church. 

(Reprinted  from  "Growing  Trends  in  Christian  Edu- 
cation," published,  1955,  by  The  Sunday  School  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church.  Copies  available  upon  request.) 


Editor's  note:  We  are  glad  to  welcome  Jerry  Flora  as 
a  regular  contributor  to  this  column.  He  replaces  Dr. 
Joseph  R.  Shultz,  who  has  resigned  as  Field  Represen- 
tative of  the  Sunday  School  Board,  to  take  up  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Washington,  D,  C,  Brethren   Church. 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth  Director 

HEAR  WHAT  RAY  SAY 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  have  decided  to  look  two  direc- 
tions in  carrying  out  their  project  for  '56-'57.  Fol- 
lowing the  established  practice  of  being  mission  minded 
the  youth  are  making  their  work  felt  both  home  and 
abroad. 

Sarasota  is  the  home  field  that  Brethren  Youth  are 
working  for  this  year.  Realizing  the  need  for  a  church  in 
that  city,  the  youth  have  pledged  to  raise  $3,333.33  for 
our  work  there.  Brethren  Youth  have  an  interest  in  the 
pastor  at  Sarasota,  Lyle  Lichtenberger.  He  is  a  former 
Ambassador,  and  well  known  by  the  young  people. 

Speaking  of  Ambassadors  brings  us  to  the  other  pro- 
ject. Convinced  of  the  need  to  work  for  peace  and  to  lift 
our  eyes  in  new  directions,  Brethren  Youth  is  contrib- 
uting to  the  Ambassador  trip  to  Europe  in  the  summer 
of  1957. 

The  mission  interest  of  the  Brethren  Youth  should 
challenge  the  whole  Brotherhood  to  look  up  and  look  out 
to  new  horizons  for  Jesus  Christ. 

Ray    Aspinall,    Project    Chairman. 
DAFFYNITION 
Rev.  "Ed"  Miller  of  Maurertown,  Virginia,  enlightened 
us  on  the  latest  musical  craze.  He  says,  "Rock  and  Roll 
Music  sounds  like  a  truck  load  of  empty  milk  cans  hit- 
ting a  truck  load  of  ducks." 

RESOLVED    BY   BRETHREN   YOUTH 

Whereas,  by  the  grace  of  our  omnipotent  God,  we  have 
been  privileged  to  meet  in  this  1956  Brethren  Youth  Con- 
ference— Be  it  resolved  that  we  express  our  deep  grati- 
tude to  God  our  Father  for  blessing  Brethren  Youth  so 
bountifully  during  the  past  year. 

That  we  express  our  thanks  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee and  the  Youth  Board  for  the  exceptional  program 
presented,  and  for  the  co-operation  and  the  willingness 
of  the  young  people.  The  spiritual  strengthening  received 
from   "Seeking   Divine   Help"  was   a   blessing. 

That  we  extend  our  thanks  to  Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal 
for  his  timely  and  inspiring  messages  to  the  Youth  Con- 
ference, and  voice  our  appreciation  for  the  enlightening 
vesper  services. 

That  we  sincerely  thank  Ashland  College  for  the  use 
of  their  facilities. 

That  we  thank  our  local  churches  for  their  spiritual 
and  financial  support  in  our  project.  We  pray  God's 
guidance  in  the  distribution  of  this  gift. 

That  we  I'ededicate  ourselves  to  the  service  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  and  will  follow  in  His  steps  with  love  and 
devotion.  That  we  strive  to  become  zealous  in  testifying 
in  word  and  life  before  all  men. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Virginia   Bowman, 
Gail  Gavlock, 
Richard  Kuns. 


FEETSBALL  GAME 

Footballs  will  be  filling  the  air  and  feet  will  be  dig 
ging  the  turf  on  the  Manchester  College  football  field  o 
September  15th.  Manchester  College,  in  North  Manches 
ter,  Indiana,  will  be  host  to  Ashland  College  in  this  griC( 
iron  clash  on  that  date.  i 

INDIANA  BRETHREN  YOUTH  are  especially  invite' 
to  attend  the  game,  beginning  at  1:30,  to  see  thei 
school's  football  team  from  Ashland  College  in  actioi 
Furthermore,  since  this  game  is  being  played  in  Nort 
Manchester,  Rev.  Henry  Bates  has  invited  all  Brethrej 
Youth  to  his  church  for  a  short  fellowship  hour  witj 
refreshments  after  the  game.  A.  C.  coach,  Bob  Brownso;! 
has  consented  to  stop  by  for  a  few  choice  remarks  (pr(| 
vided  Ashland  wins)  and  it  looks  like  a  swell  time  t(l 
gether.  HEY  HOOSIERS!  I'm  looking  forward  to  seeirj 
you  in  our  special  seating  section.  Make  the  final  a ' 
rangements  for  your  gang  to  come  to  the  FEETSBALJ 
GAME  now.  i 

LIMOUSINES    LOAD    FOR    LAUREL 

While  the  Indianians  are  watching  the  football  gan 
at  Manchester,  the  Pennsylvanians  will  be  attending 
YOUTH  RETREAT  on  September  15  and  16.  The  si 
is  Laurel  Hill  State  Park  in  Somerset  County  and  £, 
Brethren  Youth  in  the  Keystone  State  are  strongly  urg< 
to  attend  this  special  opportunity  for  instruction  and  i: 
spiration. 

Chuck  Kraft,  missionary  candidate  to  Nigeria,  is  goii 
to  be  one  of  the  visiting  speakers  and  leaders.  Workii 
Brethren  Youth  need  to  be  trained  just  the  same  as  wor 
ers  in  any  other  field.  Realize  the  importance  of  beii 
well  equipped,  then  do  something  about  it  by  coming  ; 
Laurel  Hill  on  Sept.  15,  16.  Load  your  limousines  f 
Laurel. 

WE  DID— BUT  DO  WE  . 

Every  day  at  National  Brethren  Youth  Conference  '^ 

spent   ten  minutes    in    special    prayer   for    our    Brethr» 

Youth    work.    It's   bringing   answers.    Do    you    still    pr 

for   Brethren  Youth  at  home?   Why  not?    Do  it  yet  ti 

day.  I 

HERE'S  THE  WINDUP   and   .   .   . 

THE  PITCH  which  brings  with  it  the  last  leg  of  t 

Ambassador  Quartet  schedule  for  1956.  [ 

September  10    Cerro    Gordo     j 

September  11    Flora 

September  12     Peru 

September  13    Akron,  Indiana 

September  14    Roann 

September  15     1:30 — Ashland-Manchester, 

football    game 

September  15      7:30 — Warsaw    ' 

September  16   A.  M.— South  Bend 

September  16 P.  M.  Elkhart 

September  17     Goshen 

September  18    Nappanee 

September  19     Bryan 

If  you  will  check  past  schedules,  you  will  know  qu  : 
well  that  much  traveling  has  been  done  by  the  Amb  ■ 
sadors — Pennsylvania,  New  .Tersey,  Delaware,  Maryla  , 
and  Virginia.  The  receptions  given  by  these  church, 
both  in  attendance  and  financial  support,  is  very  grat/ 
ing  and  deserving  of  our  sincere  thanks  which  we  g  - 
strongly.  ; 
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by   Helen  Jordan 


orner 


And  we'd  love  each  other  better 
If  we  only  understood. 

Rudyard  Kipling. 


IF  WE  ONLY  UNDERSTOOD 

If  we  knew  the  cares  and  trials, 

Knew  the  efforts  all  in  vain, 
And  the    bitter   disappointments; 

Understood  the  loss  and  gain 
Would   the   grim,   eternal   roughness 

Seem,  I  wonder,  just  the  same? 
Should  we  help  where   now  we  hinder? 

Should  we  pity  where  noW  we  blame  ? 

Ah:  we   judge   each   other  harshly, 

Knowing  not   life's  hidden  force; 
Knowing  not  the  fount  of  action 

Is  less  turbid  at  its  source; 
Seeing  not   amid   the  evil 

All    the    golden    grains    of    good, 
And  we'd  love  each  other  better 

If  we  only  understood. 

Could   we   judge  all   deeds   by   motives 
That   surround   each   other's  lives; 

See  the  naked  heart  and  spirit. 
Know  what  spur  the  action  gives — 

Often   we   should  find   it   better, 
Purer  than  we  judge  we  should; 


Thy   Will  Be   Done 

Dear    Lord,    it's    not   in    larger    things 
I  find  it  hard  to  say 
"Thy  Will"  be  done,  but  in  the  small 
And   trivial    things    each    day. 

When  heavy  trials  overwhelm. 
Or  clouds   are  dark  above, 
I'm   willing  to   be  guided  by 
Thy  never  failing  love. 

But  there  are  little  things   I  do 

And  words  I  like  to  say. 

And  from  the  road  where  Thou  dost  lead 

Short  paths  where   I   would  stray. 

And    there    are    things    I'd    reach    for.   Lord, 

Nor  wait  to  learn  Thy  will, 

And  there  are  things  I  would  possess, 

In  haste,  and  thoughtless  still. 

I  am  so  disappointed  when 

The  small  things  fail  to  run 

Along  the   ways    I    planned:   ah,  then 

Teach  me  .   .   .  "Thy  Will"  be  done. 

Submitted     by 

Mrs.   Walter  Lichtenberger, 

Elkhart,    Indiana 
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P  HEARING  AND  PRAYING 

Two  young  men  who  were  members  of  the 
same  church,  were  in  conversation  about  their 
jastor  when  one  asked  the  other,  "are  you  in- 
;erested  in  our  pastor's  preaching?"  "Yes,"  re- 
3lied  the  other,  "I  am  indeed;  I  derive  instruc- 
;ion  and  profit  from  his  discourses."  "Well,"  said 
lis  friend,  "I  am  sure  I  can't  feel  that  way.  I  am 
/ery  far  from  being  interested  in  his  labors  or 
getting  any  benefit  from  them."  "Perhaps,"  re- 
joined the  other,  "you  don't  pray  for  our  minis- 
;er,  do  you?"  "No,  I  confess  I  do  not."  "Well,  it 
strikes  me  that  your  neglect  of  this  duty  explains 
y^our  want  of  interest  in  his  ministry.  Let  me 
urge  you  to  remember  him  daily  in  your  closet 
'supplications,  and  I  rather  think  the  more  you 
;ire  exercised  in  praying  for  him,  the  more  you 
^ill  be  blessed  in  hearing  from  him,"  The  fault- 
finder took  the  advice,  and  some  months  after- 
A^ard  he  met  his  friend  and  stated  the  results. 
He  had  given  his  pastor  a  large  place  in  his  pe- 
titions, and  meanwhile  his  minister  had  taken  a 


large  place  in  his  affections;  and  if  the  minister 
derived  no  benefit  from  his  prayers,  he  derived 
great  benefit  from  his  pastor's  preaching. — The 
Lighted  Pathway. 


CRICKMORE-DENNIS.  Miss  Marilyn  Ann  Dennis, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elda  Dennis,  Roanoke,  Indiana, 
became  the  bride  of  Carl  S.  Crickmore,  of  Ft.  Wayne, 
Indiana,  in  a  double  ring  ceremony  in  the  Roanoke 
Brethren  Church,  Saturday,  July  28,  1956,  at  2:30  P.  M. 
The  ceremony  was  solemnized  by  the  bride's  pastor,  Rev. 
Paul  D.  Tinkel.  About  150  guests  were  present.  The  cou- 
ple will  be  at  home  at  840  Huster  Ave.,  Ft.  Wayne,  In- 
diana. Paul  D.  Tinkel. 


Brethren  Historical  library 

Jfenchester  College' 
N,  idanchester,  Xnd« 
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's  Adventure"  Series 


A  brilliant  new  series  for  pre-teeners,  8  to  12  years  of  age.  These 
books  are  illustrated,  and  the  cost  is  only  25c  each. 
They  are: 

"Golden    Cake   by  the   Fire" 

"Mystery  at  Trembling^  T" 

"Or  Swayback" 

"Ruff  of  Thunder  Falls" 

You  would  also  like  the  following  Moody  Colportage  books  which 
sell  for  only  35c  each : 

"The  Red  Bicycle" — ^^This  is  a  'right  kind'  of  story  for  boys  and  girls. 
"The  'True'  Mystery   Solved" — ^This  is  the  mystery  of  the  missing 
five  dollar  bill. 

"Up  Parky  Ridge" — A  story  for  boys  and  girls  of  life  in  the  hills  of 
Kentucky. 

"On  Silver  Creek  Knob" — and  "Silver  Creek's  Camp  Jolly" — are  thrill- 
ing books  of  adventures  of  three  young  Christians  in  the  southern 
mountains. 

Fine  Gift  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls 

"Jungle  Doctor's  Fables"— by  Paul  White:  Price:  $1.00. 
"Parables  from  Nature" — by  J.  Calvin  Reid.  Price:  $1.25. 
These  are  earthly  stories  with  a  heavenly  meaning. 

"Stand  By,  Boys!"  A  true  story  about  Holland's  Fight  against  the 
sea.  By  K.  Norel.  Price:  $1.00. 

"Boy  Wanted"  and  Other  Stories.  These  carefully  selected  shore 
stories  for  young  readers  make  vivid  and  lasting  impressions  as  they 
point  to  the  Christian  way  of  life.  By  L.  E.  Maxwell.  Price:  $1.00. 

"North  to  Sakitawa" — a  Thrilling  story  about  a  trip  into  the  vast 
Northland  of  Canada.  By  Margaret  A.  Epp.  Price:  69c. 

On  all  book  ordters  please  add  ten  cents  for  postage. 

Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,   Ohio. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


and  father,  C.  W.  0.  James  C.  Shoup,  was  dedicated  o]! 
September  2nd.  Mr.  Shoop  died  on  February  16,  1951! 
while  serving  his  country  in  the  USAF. 


BETHLEHEM  AND  MT.  OLIVE,  VIRGINIA.  Brother 
John  F.  Locke  writes:  "The  Ambassador  Quartet  was 
interviewed  on  one  of  the  popular  daily  feature  pro- 
grams of  radio  station  WSVA,  Harrisonburg,  Virginia. 
The  interview  and  their  music  made  excellent  publicity 
for  the  Quartet's  appearance  at  Bethlehem  and  Mt.  Olive 
Brethi'en  Churches." 

"The  Quartet  was  heard  by  us  three  times,"  continues 
Brother  Locke,  "and  they  seemed  to  get  better  with 
every  program.  They  are  doing  a  great  work  for  the 
Brethren  Denomination." 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. The  Harmony  Boys'  Quartet  from  Chambersburg, 
presented  a  program  in  the  Wayne  Heights  Church  the 
evening  of  September  9th. 

The  evening  of  September  16th  will  be  observed  as 
Bible  Night,  at  which  time  Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman 
will  have  an  interesting  display  from  the  American  Bible 
Society.  Plans  for  Bible  Study  for  the  year  ahead  will 
also  be  given. 

Men's  Night  will  be  observed  September  23rd.  The  men 
of  the  church  will  have  charge  of  the  service;  a  film  on 
the  Life  of  Paul  is  to  be  shown. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  HILLCREST  BRETHREN.  Brother 
Percy  C.  Miller  reports;  the  reception  of  seven  new  mem- 
bers into  the  church  on  August  19th. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Henry 
Bates  has  recently  begun  the  publication  of  a  parish 
monthly  newspaper  entitled,  "Brethren  Briefs."  Brother 
Bates  comments  in  the  first  issue,  "With  our  constantly 
growing  program,  and  with  our  increasing  interest  in 
people  and  events,  it  is  becoming  impossible  to  print  all 
that  should  be  printed  in  our  weekly  bulletin  ..." 

Brother  Bates  was  the  speaker  at  the  last  of  the  sum- 
mer   Union  services,    held    August    26th. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  We  are  glad  to  note  that  Brother 
E.  J.  Black,  who  had  been  ill  during  part  of  the  summer, 
was  able  to  be  back  in  his  pulpit  on  August  26th.  Let 
us  continue  to  pray  for  his  full  restoration  to  health 
and  strength. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  A  new  pulpit  Bible,  the  gift  of 
Mrs.  Barbara  Shoup  and  children,  in  memory  of  husband 


COMING  EVENTS 

MEXICO,  INDIANA.  Rally  Day  and  Homecoming-.) 
September  30th — All  day  meeting  with  basket  dinner  al 
noon.  Rev.  Henry  Bates,  of  North  Manchester,  afternoo;] 
speaker.  Rev.  Wayne  Swihart,  Pastor.  I 

HARRISONBURG,  VIRGINIA.  MT.  OLIVE  BRETfli 
REN.  Revival  Services— September  11-23— Rev.  J.  li 
Hamel,  Evangelist;   Rev.  John  F.  Locke,  Pastor. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Special  Speaker— Septeir 
ber  23rd,  7:30  P.  M.— The  Honorable  Theodore  R.  M( 
Keldin,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland;  Rev.  Freel 
man  Ankrum,  Pastor. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETE 
REN.  Rally  Day,  morning  of  September  30th;  Homecon 
ing,  evening  of  September  30th.  Rev.  N.  V.  Leathermaii 
Pastor. 

BELLEFONTAINE,  OHIO.  GRETNA  BRETHREII 
Rally  Day — September  30th. — Rev.  George    W.    Solomo 

Pastor.  i 


This 


■n" 


That 


By  the  Editor 

NOTICE 

We  are  reminding  pastors  once  again  that  if  you  ha"' 
moved,  or  are  planning  on  moving  this  fall,  to  be  certa 
the  Editor  of  Publications  has  your  new  address.  It  tak 
only  a  2c  post  card  to  make  certain  that  we  have  yo 
new   address.   The   Brethren  Annual,   which  will  come 
you  next  month,  should  contain  your  correct  address, 
you   have   not    previously    notified    us,    do    so    soon.    T 
Annual  is  a    tremendous   job,    both    in    compilation    o 
material,    and    in   printing;    your    cooperation    is    greal 
appreciated. 

Secretaries  of  the  various  Auxiliaries  whose  minul 
usually  appear  in  the  Annual  are  asked  to  get  the  minul 
of  their  General  Conference  sessions  to  the  Editor  as  so 
as  possible,  in  order  to  facilitate  an  early  publication  of  i 
Annual. 
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^^fiace  Lifting 


7? 


[N  MANY  CIRCLES  we  hear  of  "face  liftings" 
taking  place.  Entire  buildings  are  often  given 
'face  liftings."  Brick  walls  are  sand  blasted  to  re- 
5tore  the  original  appearance  of  new  bricks.  Even 
;he  simple  matter  of  repainting  a  small  house  is 
)ften  called  a  "face  lifting."  Addition  of  shrub- 
3ery,  a  new  side- walk,  etc.,  often  comes  in  the 
;ame  category.  Automobile  companies,  instead  of 
redesigning  their  products  from  year  to  year, 
A^ill  often  change  the  style  of  the  grill,  add  a  piece 
)f  chrome  here  or  there,  and  call  it  a  new  model. 
"Face  lifting"  then,  we  can  conclude,  is  a  pro- 
jess  of  changing  that  which  is,  so  that  it  has 
i  newer,  fresher  appearance.  We  can  safely  say  it 
s  a  new  and  pleasing  appearance  of  that  which 
leeded  a  change.  Perhaps  you  would  express  it 
)therwise,  but  for  our  purposes  here,  it  suffices. 

So,  we  ask  the  question,  "As  a  Christian,  how 
ong  has  it  been  since  you  have  had  your  face 
ifted?"  Before  you  start  writing  letters  to  the 
Editor  saying  that  you  don't  need  face  lifting, 
consider  that  we  are  not  talking  about  the  kind 
3f  face  lifting  practiced  by  surgeons.  We  are  talk- 
ng  about  that  which  we  can  perform  on  our  own 
spiritual  lives — our  attitudes,  or  out-look  on  life, 
3tc.  • 

We've  heard  of  the  person  who,  when  someone 
said  to  him,  "It's  a  nice  day  today,"  replied,  "Yes, 
3ut  it  could  rain  tomorrow."  Well,  it  possibly 
3ould.  It  could  even  rain  yet  "today."  But  sun- 
shine and  rain  we  must  have.  This  man  should 
tiave  said,  "Yes,  it's  a  beautiful  day;  this  is  the 
iay  the  Lord  hath  made."  He  should  say  it  even 
if  it  was  pouring  rain.  This  Editor  has  many 
times,  whether  the  day  was  hot,  cold,  rainy, 
snowy,  or  whatever,  greeted  people  with,  "It's 
a  lovely  day,"  or  "It's  a  beautiful  day."  Try  it, 
you'll  be  surprised  at  the  answers  you  will  get. 

Yet,  with  a  proper  spiritual  face  lifting,  no  day 
will  be  dreary,  for  Christ  is  there  to  lift  us  up. 


Every  day  will  have  its  bright  hours.  We  can 
show  our  face  lifting  by  doing  our  very  best  to 
make  other  people  happy  on  such  days.  Too, 
when  stress  and  strain  appear  in  family,  church, 
or  social  relationships,  we  can  show  our  spiritual 
face  lifting,  by  expressing  a  calm.  Christian  spirit 
with  others. 

Face  lifting,  spiritually,  goes  further  than  that. 
It  enters  into  the  field  of  how  we  feel  toward 
others.  Malice,  hatred,  old  sores,  minds  long  on 
memory  and  short  on  forgiveness,  can  give  our 
heart  and  our  appearance  that  "down-in-the- 
mouth"  look.  It  causes  spiritual  wrinkles  and 
ages  us  spiritually  long  before  our  time. 

How  do  we  get  a  spiritual  face  lifting?  The 
Psalmist  says,  'T  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the 
hills,  from  whence  cometh  my  help.  My 
help  cometh  from  the  Lord,  which  made 
heaven  and  earth."  The  very  process  of  lifting  up 
our  eyes  will  do  a  lot  towards  face  lifting.  In  Ne- 
hemiah  8:10,  we  read,  "For  the  joy  of  the  Lord 
is  your  strength."  We  shall  see  new  visions  of 
service,  we  will  have  old  visions  clarified.  Scales 
of  bitterness,  intolerance  and  selfishness  shall 
fall  from  our  eyes.  Face  lifting  is  a  guaranteed 
aid  for  many  troubles,  spiritual  face  lifting,  that 
is.  Such  a  wonderful  process  shows  on  our  physi- 
cal appearance,  too.  Remember  when  it  was  said 
of  the  disciples  that  it  appeared  that  they  had 
been  with  Jesus  ?  It  will  operate  the  same  way  for 
us,  too. 

There  are  rewards  and  satisfactions,  too.  Our 
youngest  boy  knows  that  if  he  does  good  work  in 
school,  he  will  get  his  paper  marked  with  a  "hap- 
py face."  This  is  quite  an  incentive,  and  as  Chris- 
tians all  of  us  have  a  comparable  incentive.  A 
happy,  joyous  "walking  with  him  in  the  light," 
experience  is  ours  when  our  spiritual  mirror  tells 
us  we  have  had  our  spiritual  "face  lifting." — 
W.  S.  B. 
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Moderator's  Address 

1956   Pennsylvania 
District  Conference 


LET  THE  CHURCH  BE  THE  CHURCH 

Rev.    Lyie    1.    Lichtenberger 


PART  II 


(Part  I  appeared  in  September  1st  Evangelist) 

Colonel  Lewis  G.  Wells,  the  President  of  the  Wells 
Organization,  three  weeks  ago  made  the  following  state- 
ment in  New  York:  "As  long  as  there  is  a  requirement 
for  money,  spending,  and  people  working  together,  there 
is  a  need  for  organization — and  organization  needs  busi- 
ness methods."  He  also  made  the  following  observations 
concerning  the  unbusiness-like  methods  in  our  churches — 
I  quote — 

"1.  Our  boards  do  not  care,  by  that  I  mean,  plan,  for 
tomorrow. 

"2.  The  administrative  ends  of  our  churches  are  warped 
— records  are  generally  poorly  kept  both  in  Sunday 
Schools  and  churches. 

"3.  The  office  equipment  stinks  and  is  sloppy."  Un- 
quote. 

(2)  In  general,  although  we  preach  against  material- 
ism from  the  pulpit,  the  policies  of  our  churches  are  run 
by  the  dollar  sign.  The  average  church  member  will  give 
as  little  as  he  dares  rather  than  dare  to  give  more  than 
he  can  afford.  98%  of  all  church  budgets  are  frozen — 
they  seldom  change  from  year  to  year — and  where 
change  is  evident  it  is  seldom  above  what  we  naturally 
expect  during  inflation.  Even  then  many  of  our  budgets 
are  nothing  more  than  financial  statements.  And  when 
we  consider  it  is  less  than  one  dollar  per  member  per 
week,  it  is  frozen  indeed.  Is  this  not  materialism  pure 
and  simple?  What  our  churches  practice  speaks  far 
louder  than  the  pious  words  of  their  members.  While  we 
are  on  this  subject  let's  consider  another  point — we 
believe  in  evangelism,  in  missions,  in  cross-bearing — how 
can  we  say  we  believe  it  when  we  do  not  practice  it? 
The     Southern    Baptists,    one    of    the    fastest    growing 


churches  in  the  world  today,  say  that  "a  church  musli 
give  away  at  least  51%  of  its  income — if  not  it  is  playi 
ing  down  the  spiritual."  In  other  words.  Brethren,  ou!| 
churches  must  set  the  standard.  We  cannot  expect  anjj 
more  from  our  members  than  our  churches  are  willing! 
to  practice.  Our  churches  are  spending  over  three-fourths  j 
of  their  income  on  themselves  and  less  than  one-fourtl'i 
is  spent  outside  the  church.  Brethren,  a  church  can  b( 
covetous,  too. 

(3)  If  I  were  not  sure  of  the  following  I  would  not  bf! 
making  this  address.  | 

1.  I  am  sure  our  problem  is  not  a  dollar  problem! 
There  is  plenty  of  money  in  our  churches.  The  problenj 
is  an  educational  problem.  I 

2.  Our  churches  want  to  follow  the  vnll  of  God. 

3.  Our  boards  will  plan  if  shown  how. 

4.  Our  people  will  give,  they  will  sacrifice,  if  the  apj 
proach  is  made  on  a  spiritual  level  rather  than  on  a  doll 
lar  level. 

Therefore,  where  does  the  problem  lie?  I  enumerat 
the  following  for  your  consideration.  ' 

1.  We  must  quit  looking  for  the  easy  way  out  and  tryi 
ing  to  find  short  cuts.  It  is  hard  for  me  to  imagine  out 
Savior  having  set  His  face  to  go  to  Jerusalem  lookin 
for  an  easy  way  out  or  praying  for  a  short  cut, 

2.  We  dare  not  capitulate  to  the  weaknesses,  fears,  an 
phobias,  of  the  least  competent  men  on  our  boards.  Thi 
work  must  go  on — Now  it  is  day,  the  night  cometll 
When  disagreements  arise,  we  must  go  on  as  Christian,' 
with    love    and   understanding.  | 

3.  We  must  recognize  that  token  giving  follows  toke 
interest  and  vice  versa.  The  token  giver  must  be  made  t 
recognize  his  sin  for  the  horrible  and  damning  thing 
really  is.  The  Wells     Organization  defines  a  token  givf 
as  any  giver  giving  less  than  one  dollar  per  week  fd 
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v^ery  $1,000  of  annual  income.  In  other  words,  if  I  am 
taking  $3,000  per  year  and  am  giving  less  than  $3 
er  week,  I  am  a  token  giver.  You  see  this  is  far  less 
lan  a  tithe,  but  the  majority  of  our  membei-s  are  giving 
ir  less  than  even  a  token  offering.  The  following  ob- 
srvations  have  been  made  by  those  who  know — 

1.  Token  givers  do  not  vote  positively.  They  are  always 
fraid  it  will  cost  them  more. 

2.  They  are  seldom  interested  in  what  they  ought  to 
e  giving,  but  how  little  they  can  give. 

3.  Their  giving  does  not  increase  voluntarily.  A  good 
ermon  on  tithing  is  of  little  value — they've  heard  it  all 
efore  anyway. 

4.  They  are  the  ones  who  high-pressure  the  program 
f  the  church.  They  do  it  in  sevei'al  ways,  the  most 
ommon  being: 

a.  Procrastination — I'll  do  it  next  year 

b.  Organizing  cliques — to  get  rid  of  the  preacher, 
hange  the  officers,  or  just  to  pout 

c.  Get    emotional — threaten    to    quit    the    church 

d.  Complacency. 

(4)  We  must  unfreeze  our  budgets.  But  don't  go  for- 
rard  trying  to  convince  your  people  how  much  they 
hould  give  to  reach  the  budget  but  by  showing  your 
leople  their  need  to  give.  Unless  the  family  unit  is  giving 
nough  to  the  Kingdom  of  God  to  command  interest  in 
he  family  budget  the  family  has  little  real  interest  in 
heir  church,  their  God  or  the  Kingdom.  Christians  need 
io  give  until  it  hurts  or  they  have  missed  the  greatest 
flessings  the  Christian  life  affords. 

!  Let's  now  review  what  we  have  said  before  we  go 
lito  our  third  point — that  of  Christian  Growth. 

1.  We  have   said   there   is  work  to   be   done  now. 

2.  The  Church  is  Christ's  Church,  therefore  we  must 
p  what  He  has  commanded  us  to  do. 

3.  A  church  cannot  rightfully  call  itself  a  church  un- 
;ss  it  does  His  bidding  in  all  things. 

4.  The  easy-going  attitude  within  our  churches  finds 
ttle  comparison  in  the  early  church. 

5.  We  are  learning  today  what  heresy  really  is — in 
aspects  to  Christian  discipline  and  stewardship. 

6.  Daily  prayer  and  reading  of  scripture,  weekly  wor- 
pip,  giving  a  definite  portion  of  our  income,  giving  a 
pecific  portion  of  time  to  others,  making  one's  work  a 
lUing  and  regular  study  are  but  a  minimum  standard 
f  discipline. 


7.  Our  stewardship  of  possessions  is  deplorable — an 
average  of  one  dollar  per  week  per  member. 

8.  We  encourage  such  giving  by  our  slipshod  methods 
of  handling   the   business   within   our   own   churches. 

9.  We  have  allowed  the  materialism  of  our  age  to 
creep  into  our  churches  until  our  every  move  is  gov- 
erned by  the  dollar  sign,  and  our  budgets  remain  frozen. 

10.  We  encourage  selfishness  in  our  members  by  keep- 
ing more  for  ourselves  in  our  local  churches  than  what 
we  give  to  the  over-all  work  of  the  Kingdom. 

11.  The  problem  is  not  without  an  answer — Our  peo- 
ple want  to  do  what's  right,  they  will  plan  and  they  will 
give — but   they  must  be   shown  how. 

Now,  what  of  this  matter  of  Christian  growth?  With 
this  point  I  would  like  to  get  on  a  more  optimistic  level. 
I  do  this  because  I  do  not  want  anyone  to  feel  our  whole 
program  is  up  the  creek  without  a  paddle.  We  are  going 
somewhere.  Our  statistics  in  all  phases  are  generally  in- 
creasing but  there  is  very  little  for  which  we  can  be 
proud.  The  amazing  thing  to  me  is  that  with  no  more 
forward  progress  than  we  have  made  how  we  have  kept 
from  sliding  backwai'ds.  But  no  matter  how  or  why,  we 
have  kept  a  steady  keel. 

One  of  our  world  leaders  recently  said  that  "if  the 
church  has  anything  to  say  for  this  age  let  it  say  it 
now."  Is  this  not  a  call  for  just  what  our  Lord  says — 
"We  must  work  the  works  of  Him  who  sent  me,  while 
it  is  day;  night  comes,  when  no  one  can  work."  The 
day  is  so  short  that  if  we  have  anything  to  say  we  must 
say  it  now.  Tomorrow  may  not  be  ours.  Christ  said — 
•"I  am  the  Light  of  the  world" — and  also  "Ye  are  the 
light  of  the  world."  We  must  work.  In  and  through 
Christ  we  are  to  illuminate  the  'way,  change  night  into 
day.  No,  indeed,  it's  not  child  play.  Can  the  Brethren 
Church  do  it?   It  most  assuredly  can — if  it  will! 

What  have  we  to  offer?  Are  our  baptism  and  com- 
munion the  only  things  that  make  us  Brethren?  I  agree 
these  are  the  most  evident  of  our  particular  tradition, 
but  feel  we  have  neglected  to  lay  hold  of  one  of  our 
greatest  assets.  Our  forefathers,  with  far  greater  wisdom 
than  what  we  often  give  them  credit,  built  our  church 
— doctrine,  government  and  all — on  the  doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  We  have  no  creed,  our  doctrines  find  various 
expressions,  we  have  little  central  authority,  our  confer- 
ences seldom  take  decisive  stands  on  controversial  issues 
and  when  you  try  to  pin-point  what  Brethren  really  be- 
lieve on  most  issues  it  would  take  the  work  of  a  life- 
time. When  and  if  the  answer  was  had  you  would  find 
that  time  has  changed  it  all.  To  those  viewing  our 
church  from  the  outside  they  would  suspicion  we  are 
not  a  denomination  at  all,  but  just  a  hodgepodge  of  in- 
dividual churches  called  by  the  same  name — much  like 
the  Southern  Baptists.  We  have  heard  considerably  in 
the  past  few  years  the  question:  just  what  does  the 
Brethren  Church  believe  and  practice?  As  yet  I  have  not 
heai'd  an  answer  that  has  satisfied  the  inquirer.  With 
your  permission  I  would  like  to  fail  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion also. 

I  would  like  to  quote  two  paragraphs  from  the  "Hori- 
zons," June  19,  1955  from  an  article  entitled  Govern- 
ment by  Brotherhood.  "There  is  probably  no  group  in 
Christendom  that  has  a  stronger  sense  of  denomina- 
( Continued  on  Page  8) 
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The  new     parsonage     at     Los 

Creek,  Kentucky.    Rev.    and    Mr 

George  Drushal  moved  into  it  r(< 
cently. 


The  pictures  on  this  page  portray  the  splendid  amount 
of  work  that  has  been  accomplished  at  Lost  Creek,  Ken- 
tucky, under  the  direction  of  Dorman  Ronk,  during  the 
past  year. 


The  Classroom  building  under 
construction — as  it  looked  on  Au- 
gust 7th. 


T 


'HE     NEW     SEVEN-ROOM,    ranch-type      parsonage.      In  the  living  room  is  a  lovely  fireplace,  made  of  nat 


made  of  concrete  blocks,  is  nov^r  being  occupied  by  the  stone,  cut  from  the  surrounding  hills.  The  entire  str  - 
Drushals.  This  fine,  modern  house  contains  a  kitchen,  ture  reveals  careful  planning,  besides  skilful  and  ingj- 
living  room,  three  bedrooms,  study  and  tw^o-car  garage.      ious  vi^ork.  Many  who  have  seen  it  express  surprise  tit 
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such  an  excellent  house  could  have  been  built  so  eco- 
lomically.  Brethren  are  invited  to  visit  Lost  Creek  and 
see  it. 

The  Classroom  building  too  is  progressing  satisfactor- 
ly.  Because  of  the  connotation  of  the  expression,  we 
ivon't  say  they  have  been  "raising  the  roof"  at  Lost 
3reek,  but  that  is  literally  true.  The  roof  is  already  on 
;he  Classroom  portion  of  the  building,  and  steel  trusses 
ire  being  placed  on  the  gymnasium  area.  This  type  of 
work  is  quite  difficult  and  requires  special  skill;  hence 
it  must  be  done  with  great  care.  We  are  all  eager  for 
the  time  when  this  long-awaited  structure  can  be  put  to 
ase. 

Conference   Representatives 

Lost  Creek  was  well  represented  at  General  Confer- 
ence this  year.  Besides  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Drushal  and 
Dorman,  Joan  and  Bruce  Ronk,  the  following  members 
from  Lost  Creek  attended  also:  Mrs.  Jackson,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Markham,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Mullins.  We  con- 
gratulate these  people  upon  their  interest  in  their  church 
and   in   its   relationship    to   the   entire   denomination.  We 


hope  others  will   follow  their  leading  in  coming   confer- 
ences. 


FORWARD  LOOKING  PROGRAM 

In  keeping  with  their  progressive  program,  and  in 
recognition  of  Dorman  Ronk's  performance  as  a  builder 
at  Lost  Creek,  the  Missionary  Board  is  employing  him 
full-time  for  further  construction  work.  He  will  remain 
at  Lost  Creek  until  the  proposed  projects  are  finished; 
then  he  will  be  available  as  a  consultant  in  planning  new 
churches  or  other  necessary  structures,  wherever  or 
whenever  he  is  needed.  If  at  any  time  construction  work 
is  not  in  progress  or  in  prospect,  he  will  be  available 
for  help  in  the  Missionary  Board  offices.  We  are  all  grate- 
full  for  his  services. 


NEWS  BULLETIN:  Nancy  Eileen  Ronk  (weighing  8 
pounds  5%  ounces)  arrived  at  Univei'sity  Hospital  in  Co- 
lumbus September  7.  She  will  go  along  back  to  Lost 
Creek  soon  with  her  family,  Dorman,  Joan  and  Bruce. 
Welcome,  Nancy  Eileen,  we  hope  you  will  make  your 
family  as  happy  as  they  deserve  to  be. 


New  Brethren  Appointees 

to  Faculty 


DR.  GLENN  L.  CLAYTON,  President  of  Ashland  Col- 
lege and  Seminary,  has  announced  the  appointment 
of  two  members  of  the  Brethren  Church  to  the  college 
faculty. 


T'^-^-^ 
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Ruby  Arlene  Tripp 

Ruby  Arlene  Tripp,  Milledgeville,  Illinois,  has  been 
appointed  to  the  position  of  Assistant  Professor  in  Busi- 
ness Administration.  She  received  her  B.S.  in  Education 
at  Illinois  State  Normal  University  in  1954  and  her 
MBA  from  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1955.  During 
the  past  year  she  has  been  a  junior  analyst  for  the 
Dresser  Industries,  Inc.,  at  Dallas,  Texas.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Milledgeville  Brethren  Church. 


Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith 

The  Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith  will  be  Professor  of 
English  Bible.  A  graduate  of  Ashland  College  in  1931 
and  of  the  Seminary  in  1934,  Rev.  Klingensmith  has  also 
been  an  active  pastor  in  the  Brethren  Church.  From  1940 
to  1945,  he  was  General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church.  He  resigned  his  pastorate 
of  the  Washington,  D.  C,  Church,  to  take  up  his  ap- 
pointment at  Ashland. 

Rev.  Klingensmith,  his  wife  and  daughter  are  living  at 
921  Grant  Street. 
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tional  solidarity  than  have  the  Brethren.  When  Paul 
Robinson  and  family  were  driving  across  the  country, 
they  stopped  at  a  service  station  in  some  God-forsaken 
place  (i.  e.,  non-Brethren).  They  there  met  another  fam- 
ily carload  which  was  discovered  also  to  be  Brethren. 
It  was  immediately  arranged  that  the  two  families  get 
together  for  a  meal  and  visit.  A  Methodist  friend  to 
whom  Brother  Robinson  recounted  the  incident  just 
couldn't  get  it;  why  should  merely  being  members  of  the 
same  denomination  bring  on  so   violent   a   reaction? 

"The  truth  is  that  Brethren  are  not  just  members  of 
the  same  church;  they  are  brethren.  The  true  Bunker's 
primary  membei'ship  is  in  the  brotherhood  and  only  inci- 
dentally in  the  congregation  where  he  happens  to  reside. 
Ours  is  a  brotherhood  of  individuals,  not  a  fellowship 
of  churches. 

"Thus  we  have  the  rather  paradoxical  picture  of  a 
church  that  is  widely  heterogeneous  as  regards  polity, 
theology  and  practice  and  yet  strongly  homogeneous  as 
regards  social  identity  and  personal  relationships  within 
the  group.  And  it  is  precisely  this  strange  combination 
that  constitutes  the  genius  of  Brethren  church  govern- 
ment." 

Thus  the  problem  to  the  outsider.  We  have  seem- 
ingly little  to  tie  us  together  in  regards  to  polity,  theol- 
ogy and  practice  and  yet  within  the  group  our  bonds  are 
strong  in  regards  to  social  identity  and  personal  rela- 
tionships. True,  it  is  not  something  you  can  put  your 
finger  on,  and  say  now  you  have  it,  but  it  is  nevertheless 
just  as  real — if  not  more  so.  It  is  completely  spiritual. 
This,  to  me,  is  the  genius  of  the  Brethren  Church.  It's 
a  factor  too  long  forgotten  and  in  some  respects  al- 
lowed to  be  played  down  by  permitting  men  behind  the 
pulpit  who  were  not  truly  a  part  of  the  Brethren  family 
or  by  men  who  have  forgotten  that  we  are  a  Brother- 
hood and  not  a  Presbytery. 

Perhaps  one  thing  is  still  missing  out  of  this  discus- 
sion. Wherein  have  we  any  unity?  The  fact  is  that  un- 
derlying all  our  diversity  the  Brethren  have  a  deep  and 
basic  Christ-orientation.  We  are  Christ-centered.  Not  de- 
nominational centered.  We  have  committed  ourselves  to 
Him  as  Master  and  Lord  of  our  church.  The  New  Tes- 
tament is  our  creed — from  it  we  derive  His  teachings 
and  instructions.  Our  whole  faith  is  dependent  on  our 
seeking  and  obeying  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We 
are  committed  to  seek  the  mind  of  Christ — in  this  we 
find  our  solidarity. 

But,  you  say,  is  not  every  Christian  committed  to  the 
same?  Yes,  every  true  Christian  is.  But  the  Brethren 
Church,  as  it  was  founded,  made  it  a  definite  personal 
committment  and  refused  to  violate  this  freedom.  The 
customary  view  is  that  government  must  keep  the  soli- 
darity. Some  say  that  government  is  necessary  to  keep 
the  solidarity  and  encourage  uniformity.  Those  who  re- 
sist are  disciplined. 

To  the  early  Brethren,  however,  true  brotherhood 
came  about  by  being  in  Christ — thus  a  gift  of  God's  grace. 
All  the  legislating  in  the  world  will  never  make  a  Broth- 
erhood, but  when  we    begin    with    a    true    brotherhood, 


things  are  bound  to  bring  unanimity  and  conformity,  j 
We  believe  that  Jesus  lives  and  works,  and  we  know  t 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  guide  individual  minds  and  j 
hearts  when  they  seek  His  will.  There  is  a  place  for  i 
excommunication  in  the  Brethren  Church  but  only  when  ! 
the  individual  is  judged  to  no  longer  be  seeking  the  | 
mind  of  Christ.  There  are  various  instances  in  the  his- ' 
tory  of  the  Brethren  movement  where  this  has  kept  thei 
church  united.  j 

In  the  early  years  of  our  movement,  "a  faction  led 
by  Conrad  Beissel  pulled  off  to  form  one  of  the  weird- 
est cults  in  religious  history."  It  was  heresy,  pure  and 
simple,  and  a  split  was  inevitable.  Since  they  pulled  outi 
on  their  own  accord  the  Brethren  had  little  they  could  i 
really  do.  But,  perhaps,  the  strangest  thing  that  hap- 
pened was  that  in  the  face  of  flareups  of  resentment' 
and  contention  the  bonds  of  brotherhood  remained  firm.! 
Occasional  visits  were  made,  letters  written,  friendships  ' 
although  strained,  were  kept.  ; 

"And  how  did  this  policy  of  'brotherhood  at  all  costs  j 
pay  off?  Well,  if  nothing  else  had  happened,  to  avert  I 
no  one  knows  how  much  ill-will  and  hatred  was  an  ac-J 
complishment  of  real  value.  Beissel's  letter  to  Becke]| 
belongs  to  the  church  as  a  priceless  testimony  to  the! 
power  of  brotherly  forbearance.  And  what  is  more,  manji 
of  the  Brethren  who  joined  Beissel  were  shortly  disillu-i 
sioned  and  so  took  steps  to  return  to  the  fold.  In  thijj 
number,  among  other  leaders,  was  Alexander  Mack,  Jr. 
who  went  on  to  become  one  of  the  most  prominent  eldenj 
of  the  colonial  era.  If  the  church,  in  the  interests  of  disi 
cipline,  had  condemned  the  Beisselite  defectors  as  here-j 
tics  (which  they  were),  this  return  would  have  beer 
made  very  difficult  and  we  would  have  lost  such  leader;  | 
as  Alexander  Mack — to  his  own  detriment  as  well  as  t< 
ours."  ("Horizon,"  June  19,  1955,  Government  by  Brotb 
erhood). 

To  the  contrary,  our  own  experience  in  1882  was  th( 
result  of  action  which  demanded  conformity  at  all  costs 
Brotherhood  was  sacrificed.  The  split  occurred.  But  W' 
must  agree  that  this  action  was  an  exception  and  no 
a  general  practice. 

Now,  I  am  not  so  blind  as  to  think  that  all  of  oui 
churches  agree  even  at  this  point,  but  I  do  feel  thai, 
this  Govei-nment  by  Brotherhood  is  the  genius  of  thf 
Brethren  Church.  This  is  the  reason  I  am  so  conceme 
over  the  heresy  in  our  midst  concerning  Personal  Dis 
cipline  and  Stewardship.  A  church  whose  whole  founda 
tion  is  determined  by  the  individual  member  seeking  th' 
mind  of  Christ  dare  not  play  down  the  individual's  spiii 
itual  responsibilities.  There  is  not  a  problem  which  w' 
face  as  Brethren  that  could  not  be  solved  if  we  wouli 
earnestly  and  with  our  whole  being  seek  the  mind  c 
Christ.  The  Holy  Spirit  will  guide  if  we  will  but  giv 
Him  the  opportunity. 

Now,  for  the  one  and  only  recommendation  this  Hoc 
erator  has  to  make: 

The  Pennsylvania  District  Conference  plan  a  prograi 
of  stewardship  instruction  and  training  for  the  churchdl 
of  this  district,  this  program  to  be  planned  by  a  coni 
mittee  comprised  of  both  laity  and  ministers.  The  woi 
of  this  committee  to  begin  immediately. 

I  thank  you  for  your  patience  and  may  we  find  ou 
selves  worthy  of  the  Lord's  richest  blessings.  1 

Berlin,   Pennsylvania,  j 
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REV.  VIRGIL  E.  MEYER 

ACCEPTS  NEW  POST  AT 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE 

~XR.  GLENN  L.  CLAYTON,  President  of  Ashland  Col- 
^  lege,  has  announced  the  appointment  of  Rev.  Virgil 
Z.  Meyer  to  a  newly  created  post  on  the  Staff  of  Ash- 
md  College. 


POWELL.  Mrs.  Minnie  Frances  Powell,  widow  of  Quin- 
tus  A.  Powell,  was  born  Mar.  26,  1882,  and  died  Aug.  10, 
1956.  Had  long  been  one  of  the  most  faithful  and  devout 
members  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church.  She  reared 
two  daughters  and  six  sons.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  her  church  on  August  12th.  Officiating  ministers  were 
the  undersigned  and  the  Rev.  Douglas  Ebert,  of  the  Mc- 
Gaheysville  M.  E.  church.  Interment,  Mt.  Olive  cemetery. 
John  F.  Locke,  Pastor,  Mt.  Olive. 


Rev.  V.  E.  Meyer 

The  Rev.  Virgil  E.  Meyer  will  be  the  Director  of  Church 
md  Alumni  Relations  and  Field  Representative.  A  grad- 
late  of  Ashland  College  in  1939,  Rev.  Meyer  has  been  a 
)astor  in  the  Brethren  Church  having  served  churches  at 
jratis,  Ohio;  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  just  recently  resigned 
lis  pastorate  of  the  Nappanee,  Indiana,  Church,  to  accept 
he  Ashland  College  appointment.  He  has  also  been  mod- 
!rator  of  several  district  conferences  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  was  moderator  of  General  Conference  in  1954, 
md  was  president  of  the  National  Brethren  Youth  Board 
from  1948-1956. 

Rev.  Meyer,  his  wife  and  family  have  moved  to  Ash- 
iand,  where  they  are  living  at  1022  Grant  Street. 


MEYERHOEFFER.  Milford  Vernon  Meyerhoeffer  was 
born  Feb.  22,  1903,  and  died  after  a  lingering  illness, 
Aug.  29,  1956.  Survived  by  wife,  a  daughter  and  two 
young  sons.  Was  a  member  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren 
Church,  but  after  marriage,  attended  and  worked  in  the 
Mt.  Olivet  Congregational  Christian  church  where  the 
services  were  held  on  Sept.  2,  by  his  Pastor,  the  under- 
signed. He  was  a  man  who  bore  great  suffering  with 
patience  and  admirable  fortitude.  His  body  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the   McGaheysville   cemetery. 

John  F.   Locke,  Pastor. 

A  READING  Church 

is  an 
INFORMED  Church. 


Brethren  Evangelist 
every  week. 


Note  —  Boy's  Brotherhood 

Your  book  "Jungles  Ahead!"  is  now  in  stock,  so  get   your   order   in 
early.  The  price :  $1.25.  , 

Order  from 

The    Brethren    Publishing   Company 
524   College  Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio 
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OLDEST  LIVING  BRETHREN?: 


Editor's  Note:  Pictured  here  is  Mrs.  Mary  EInora 
Peters,  a  member  of  the  Brethren  Church  at  Lanark, 
Illinois.  The  accompanying  article  by  Pastor  Francis 
Berkshire  tells  of  her  life  and  work  at  Lanark.  As  near 
as  we  can  tell,  Mrs.  Peters  is  probably  the  oldest  living 
Brethren  Church  member. 


ON  JULY  13,  1861  when  the  town  of  Lanark  was 
staked  out  and  a  flag  pole  erected  as  the  center  of 
the  town,  the  Lanark  First  Brethren  Church's  oldest 
living  member  was  born  in  a  neighboring  town,  Brook- 
ville. 

Mrs.  Mary  EInora  Peters  has  seen  the  town  of  Lanark 
grow  during  a  period  of  95  years.  During  this  time,  she 
has  commented,  there  has  been  much  change  in  the  town. 
Particularly,  that  many  of  her  childhood  friends  are  gone. 

The  people  of  Lanark  know  her  as  "Mother"  Peters. 
In  1878  she  married  George  Peters,  and  was  the  mother 
to  five  children.  Three  of  the  four  living  children  are 
active  members  in  the  First  Brethren  Church  here.  For 
fifty  years  she  and  her  husband  lived  on  a  farm  near 
Lanark.  Her  mother  and  father  came  from  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us  when  Mother  Peters 
enters  the  sanctuary  of  the  church  and  worships  with  us. 
Her  membership  in  our  church  began  with  baptism  by 
Rev.  B.  T.  Burnworth. 

Each  week  she  answers  by  letter-writing  many  corre- 
spondents. She  also  sews  and  crochets.  Her  alert  mem- 
ory and  quick  humor  draws  many  visits  by  her  friends. 
Her  good  memory  can  recall  vividly  many  interesting  in- 
cidents that  have  transpired  during  the  past  95  years, 
which  reminds   us   of  Horatius   Bonar's  verse, 


MRS.    MARY    ELNORA    PETERS 


"He  liveth  long  who  liveth  well; 
All    else    is    being    flung    away; 
He  liveth  longest  who  can  tell 
Of  true  things  truly  done  each  day." 


Rev.   H.   Francis   Berkshire, 

Lanark,  Illinois. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SOUTHEASTERN    DISTRBCT  CONFERENCE 


THE  OAK  HILL  Brethren  Church,  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va., 
was  host  to  the  Sixty-Ninth  Southeastern  District 
Conference  of  Brethren  Churches,  June  19-21,  1956.  The 
Conference  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  3:00  P.  M.,  on 
Thursday,  by  the  Moderator.  Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith. 
Inspiring  singing  was  led  at  the  opening,  and  at  each 
session  thereafter,  by  Mrs.  Aubry  C.  Allen  of  the  host 
Church.  Opening  remarks  were  made  by  the  Moderator, 
and,  after  reading  Acts  15,  he  stated  the  reasons  for  the 
first  Church  Conference  held  at  Jerusalem,  A.  D.  52,  and 
exhorted  this  Conference  to  proceed  on  the  same  basis. 
Greetings  and  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  Conference  were 
extended  by   the  host  Pastor,  Rev.  Milton  Robinson. 

The  Conference  Theme  was  "Open  Doors,"  based  on 
Revelation  3:8;  "Behold,  I  have  set  before  thee  an  open 
door." 

The  first  inspirational  message  was  brought  by  Dr. 
John    F.    Locke,    using   as   his  text    Rev.    3:8.    His    mes- 


sage appeared  in  another  issue  of  The  Brethren  Evai 
gelist.  The  Moderator's  address  was  brought  on  Tuesdsi 
evening  by  Rev.  Klingensmith,  using  as  his  text:  Re 
3:8,  in  which  he  emphasized  that  "Christ  is  The  Doori 
He  is  the  Door  to  everything  good  in  relation  to  G4 
and  accomplishing  His  will.  Christ  is  an  "open  doc: 
which  no  man  can  close.  Every  Christian  needs  this  doc' 

The    first    business    session    was    held    on    Wednesdi^j 
morning.    There  were  55  lay  and  15  ministerial  delegatj 
making   a   total   delegate  body  of  70.   The   first   item    ' 
business   was    the    election    of    new   Conference    Office  i 
which  resulted   in   the   following:   Moderator,   Rev.   Fre 
man  Ankrum;  Vice  Moderator,  Rev.  Timothy  D.  Swart, 
Secretary-Statistician,    Rev.    Bruce    C.    Shanholtz;    Assi' 
tant    Secretary,  Mrs.   John   Locke;    Treasurer,   Mr.   Ma 
Logan;    General  Conference    Executive   Committee,   Fre 
man  Ankrum  and  Bruce  Shanholtz.  Many  important  iter 
of  business  were  presented  to  the  Conference  which  we' 
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icted  upon  in  a  Christian  manner.  Greetings  from  the 
3ak  Hill  City  Churches  were  brought  by  Rev.  Mr.  Rob- 
ertson, of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Other  inspiring  messages  were  brought  by,  Rev.  E.  L. 
\Iiller;  Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum;  Rev.  Guy  F.  Ludwig; 
Rev.  W.  S.  Benshoff;  Rev.  Phil  Lersch;  Rev.  Rob  Bischof; 
md  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz.  Rev.  L.  O.  McCartneysmith  and 
Dr.  John  F.  Locke  addressed  the  ministers  and  laymen. 
3ther  visiting  brethren  included  Rev.  Ford,  Pastor,  and 
Rev.  E.  L.  Clower,  Elder  of  the  Pleasant  View  Church 
jf  the  Brethren. 

All  of  the  sessions  were  very  well  attended.  We  ex- 
press our  sincere  thanks  to  the  host  Church,  their  Pastor, 
md  all  the  members  for  the  splendid  way  in  which  they 
entertained  the  Conference,  for  the  fine  meals  served  by 
ihe  Woman's  Organization,  and  for  the  Christian  hospi- 
tality in  the  homes. 

The  Conference  next  year  will  be  held  at  the  Linwood 
Church,  June  18-20.  We  eagerly  look  forward  to  that 
time.  This  writer  being  the  Pastor  of  the  Linwood  Church 
and  Secretary  of  the  District  has  found  it  necessary  to 
review  the  Conference  Minute  Books  for  certain  items 
of  business  particularly  in  the  settlement  of  a  certain 
estate  left  to  the  Church.  We  were  also  interested  in 
knowing  how  our  Church  has  stood  in  relation  to  the 
District  Program.  We  find  that  since  1919  (we  do  not  have 
the  District  Minutes  beyond  that)  the  Linwood  Church 
has  entertained  the  District  Conference  regularly  every 
seven  or  eight  years,  as  follows:  1919,  1927,  1934,  1942, 
1949,  and  1957  to  be. 

The  Sixty-Ninth  Conference  closed  with  the  installation 
of  the  New  Conferences  Officers  and  prayer. 

Bruce  C.  Shanholtz, 
Secretary-Statistician. 


Young  Men's  and  B 
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Percy  C.  Miller — Topic  Editor 
Month    of   October 


Topic— "The    Creation   Story." 

POWER  OF  THE  CREATOR— Job  9:2-12.  This  is  a 
very  good  passage  for  us  to  read.  No  matter  how  good 
we  are  nor  how  many  fine  acts  of  kindness  we  have  done, 
we  still  can  neveri  be  good  enough  to  stand  before  God  on 
our  own  merit.  This  is  not  cause  for  deep  despair. 
Nor  should  it  make  us  feel  that  there  is  no  use  to  try. 
Rather  it  causes  us  to  ponder  the  greatness  of  our  Cre- 
ator and  goodness  of  our  God.  As  Job  said,  supposing 
God  notices  us,  and  He  does,  we  still  could  not  answer 
one  of  a  thousand  questions  He  might  ask  us.  This 
should  not  cause  us  to  take  the  attitude  of  "What's  the 
use  of  trying!"  This  is  the  very  reason  why  we  should 
thank  Him  for  His  love  to  us  and  more  reason  than  ever 
to  do  good  works  in  His  Name. 

PROTECTION   OF   THE   CREATOR— Isaiah  51:12-16. 

What  a  wonderful  prescription  for  the  cure  of  a  disease 


we  humans  are  so  foolish  as  to  contract!  All  of  us  are 
just  weak  enough  to  allow  ourselves  to  worry.  And  why 
should  we  when  these  verses  give  us  every  reason  to  have 
no  fear  ?  Did  not  God  lay  the  foundation  for  the  earth  ? 
Have  we  forgotten  that  He  who  made  us  put  the  heavens 
in  their  place  ?  Having  One  so  powerful  for  our  Comforter, 
why  should  we  fear  mere  man  who  has  the  strength  of 
grass  and  shall  surely  die  ?  There  is  no  cause  for  worry 
when  we  learn  that  He  has  covered  us  with  the  shadow 
of  His  hand.  Where  else  could  we  find   such   protection! 

GOODNESS   OF   THE  CREATOR— Nehemiah   9:16-25. 

When  we  read  this  account  of  how  good  God  has  been 
to  the  children  of  Israel  in  spite  of  their  continued  refusal 
to  obey  Him,  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the  fact 
that  we  are  today  not  much  different.  Theirs  had  been 
an  experience  of  utter  dependence  upon  God  during  their 
escape  from  Egypt  and  life  in  the  wilderness.  God's 
care  was  so  complete  and  marvelous  that  they  should 
never  have  forgotten.  But  they  did!  God  has  continually 
blessed  us,  led  us  out  from  wandering  in  the  wilderness 
of  sin,  showered  more  and  more  of  His  blessings  on  us. 
Truly  we  must  show  our  gratefulness  by  serving  Him! 
Never  in  the  history  of  the  world  have  people  witnessed 
so  much  and  lived  so  comfortably.  Indeed  our  God  is 
good! 

CARE  OF  THE  CREATOR— Psalm  65:9-13.  One  needs 
only  to  read  these  verses  to  realize  how  carefully  and 
completely  God  has  planned  for  our  every  need.  He  has 
certainly  provided  for  us  far  beyond  any  plan  we  could 
have.  How  very  humbly  it  should  make  us  feel  when  we 
think  how  He  planned  for  the  seasons  of  the  year,  the 
means  of  providing  moisture  for  the  crops,  and  the 
minerals  in  the  earth  to  enrich  the  things  we  grow.  These 
things  did  not  just  happen.  And  yet,  because  God  does 
everything  so  orderly  and  quietly,  we  many  times  accept 
all  these  marvelous  wonders  of  His  handiwork  with  no 
feeling  of  awe  or  gratitude.  We  take  it  for  granted  that 
God  owes  us  these  provisions  and  blessings.  We  could 
never  be  more  wrong!  We  owe  God  for  everything! 

WHAT    GOD   REQUIRES— Deuteronomy    10:12-14. 

What  does   Jehovah  God   require   of  me? 

In  His  Book  I  can  tell 

And  I  know  it  so  well 
His  alone.  He  wants  me  to  be. 

But  this  is  not  all  that  He  will  require, 

My    heart   He    would   control. 

As  well  as  my  soul, 
Serving   Him   always  must  be  my  desire. 

He  would  have  me  to  fear  Him,  Oh,  yes. 

To  fear  His  displeasure. 

Or  the  punishment  He'd  measure. 
Should  my  life   ever  cause   Him   distress. 

The  Lord  would  have  me  to  walk  in  His  ways. 

If  I  stay  by  His  side, 

From  evil  I'll  hide. 
Then  I   know  I'll   please  Him  all  my  days. 

— Unknown. 
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THE   FINISHED  PRODUCT 

The  liquor  dealers  advertise 

In  many  magazines, 
We  see  their  "ads"  on  street  cars,  too, 

And  on  the  movie  screens. 

Pictures  of  happy,  laughing  girls 

And  wholesome,  healthy  lads; 
But  Where's  their  finished  product? 

It's  never  in  their  ads! 

THE  LIQUOR  INTERESTS  are  deceitful  (Prov.  20:1). 
The  patronage  of  their  business  leads  the  consumer 
to  poverty  (Prov.  23:20,  21).  Liquor  produces  heartbreak- 
ing woe,  sorrow,  and  contention;  it  produces  babbling, 
wounds,  and  inflamed  eyes  (Prov.  23:29,  30).  Wine  is 
pleasant  at  first  but  will  become  a  demon,  cx-eating  an  in- 
satiable appetite  (Prov.  23:31-32).  Alcoholic  drinks  in- 
flame lust,  deaden  the  judgment,  and  enslave  the  will 
(Prov.  23:33-35).  The  drunkard  is  dangerous  to  himself 
and  to  others  (Prov.  26:9). 

Liquor  corrupts  politics,  the  courts,  government,  and 
the  nation  (Prov.  314,  5;  Isaiah  5:22-24).  Drinking  men 
havQ  no  regard  for  the  work  of  the  Lord  (Isaiah  5:11,  12). 
The  curse  of  God  is  on  the  drunkard  (Isaiah  28:1-3). 
Revenue  to  the  state  can  never  justify  men  in  licensing 
the  liquor  traffic  (Hab.  2:12).  God's  curse  is  on  every  in- 
dividual, business,  and  government  that  in  any  way  does 
business  with  booze  (Hab.  2:15,  16).  Moderate  drinking 
easily  leads  to  drunkenness,  nakedness,  and  a  curse  on 
the  drunkard's  children  (Gen.  9:20-25).  Drunkenness  leads 
also  to  adultery,  incest,  and  illegitimate  children  (Gen. 
19:30-36).  The  Scripture  declares  that  drunkards  cannot 
enter  Heaven  (1  Cor.  6:9,  10).  Christians  are  not  to  as- 
sociate with  drunkards  (1  Cor.  5:11).  They  are  to  seek 
to  win  drinking  people  to  Christ  for  salvation  and  vic- 
tory. 

Many  try  to  show  that  the  Bible  approves  of  drinking 
of  wine  by  the  miraculous  act  of  Christ  at  Cana,  and 
Paul's  recommendation  to  Timothy  that  he  use  a  little 
wine  for  his  stomach's  sake  (1  Tim.  5:23).  The  word  wine 
is  not  always  fermented  wine  in  Scripture.  Grape  juice 
fresh  from  the  press  is  called  wine  in  Proverbs  3:10. 
When  Jesus  turned  water  into  wine  in  John  2  we  can 
be  sure  it  was  fresh  and  not  fermented.  Fermentation  is 
symbolical  of  evil,  and  therefore  intoxicating  wine  is 
wholly  unsuitable  for  the  eucharist.  The  Bible  speaks  of 
"the  fruit  of  the  vine"  (Matt.  25:29)  or  "the  cup"  (Matt. 
26:27;  Luke  22:29;  1  Cor.  10:16;  11:26)  for  the  Holy 
Communion.  God  does  not  contradict  Himself  by  condemn- 
ing fermented  wine  in  some  verses  and  then  recommend- 
ing its  use  in  other  verses. 

Look  not  upon  the  wine 
That  sparkles  in  its  flow, 


For  death   is   slumbering   there, 
Beneath  its  ruddy  glow. 

No  happiness  it  bringeth, 
At  last  it  only  stingeth; 
It  biteth,  and  it  wringeth 
The  heart  with  bitter  woe. 

Lift  up  the  tempted  soul 

Now  fallen  in  despair, 
Direct  his  thoughts  above. 

To  God,  Who  heareth  prayer. 

His  arm  in  mighty  power 

Can  bid  the  demon  cower, 

And  in  temptation's  hour 

Will  an  escape  prepare. 


-F.  E.  Belden. 
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William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  September  23,  1956 

THE    KINGDOM    TRIUMPHANT 

Lesson:  Revelation  7:9-17 

"The   Church's  one  foundation  is  Jesus  Christ  her  Lord; 

She  is  His  new  creation  by  water  and  the  word; 
From  heav'n  He  came  and  sought  her  to  be  His  holy  bride;' 

With   His   own  blood  He  bought  her,  and  for  her  life 
He  died. 

'Mid  toil  and  tribulation,  and  tumult  of  her  war; 

She  waits  the  consummation  of  peace  forevermore; 
Till  with  the  vision  glorious  her  longing  eyes  are  blest 

And  the  great  church  victorious  shall  be  the  church  al 

rest." 

1 

THERE  SHOULD  BE  no  doubt  in  our  minds  as  to  th( 
Triumph  of  the  Church!  The  Church  Visible  is  nov 
being  battered  and  torn  by  her  adversaries.  She  is  mockec 
at,  and  scoffed  at.  She  is  made  the  whipping-post  of  un- 
godly, licentious  men.  But  remember  Christ  said  "Th( 
gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it"  (Matt.  16:18)' 
John  the  Beloved  was  given  a  revelation  of  the  futurfi 
of  the  Church.  He  was  told  to  "write  the  things  whicl 
thou  hast  seen  (past),  and  the  things  which  are  (pres 
ent),  and  the  things  which  shall  be  hereafter  (future)')! 
(Rev.  1:19). 

In  the  Book  of  Revelation,  from  chapters  4-22,  th^ 
scene  is  in  heaven.  Our  lesson  for  today  is  found  h 
chapter  7,  and,  therefore,  is  a  heavenly  scene. 

The  Company — "A  great  multitude  which  no  man  coul( 
number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people,  an( 
tongues,  stood  before  the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb.' 
This  should  be  a  rebuke  to  those  who  think  of  heaven  at 
a  place  for  a  special  nation,  or  color,  or  creed.  Requires 
ments  for  entrance  into  God's  presence  are  not  basew 
on  external  things.  It  is  not  important  in  what  countr; 
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man  is  born,  nor  what  color  his  skin  may  be.  It  is  only 
ecessary  that  men  possess  pure  hearts;  that  they  "have 
ashed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood 
f  the  Lamb." 

Their  Song — "Salvation  to  our  God  which  sitteth  upon 
16  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb."  The  Redeemed  of  the 
ord  have  something  to  sing  about!  Something  in  which 
)  rejoice!   We  have  a  great  SALVATION,  for  we  have 

great  SAVIOUR!  Remember  when  the  seventy  disciples 
jturned  after  being  sent  out  by  Jesus  to  preach  the 
ospel  ?  He  said  to  them:  "Notwithstanding  in  this  re- 
ace  not,  that  the  spirits  are  subject  unto  you;  but 
ither  rejoice,  because  your  names  are  written  in  heaven" 
Luke  10:20). 

Their  Identification — "These  are  they  which  came  out 
f  great  tribulation,  and  have  washed  their  robes,  and 
lade  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  The  cen- 
iries  have  contributed  to  this  great  throng.  In  this  in- 
umerable  multitude  there  will  be  those  who  chose  death 
ither   than   compromise   their  Godly   convictions. 


Their  Service — "Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne 
of  God,  and  serve  Him  day  and  night  in  His  temple." 
God  is  not  calling  men  to  their  heavenly  home  to  a  place 
of  inactivity.  The  Christian  Life  is  a  call  to  service.  In 
heaven  the  Saints  will  still  serve  God.  (We  cannot  help 
but  think  how  ill-at-ease  some  Christians  will  be  there — 
those  who  have  had  no  time  to  serve  God  in  this  life!) 

Their  Reward — "He  that  sitteth  on  the  throne  shall 
dwell  among  them.  They  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither 
thirst  any  more  .  .  .  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst 
of  the  throne  shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead  them  unto 
living  fountains  of  waters:  and  God  shall  wipe  away  ail 
tears  from  their  eyes." 

All  that  has  been  written  in  this  lesson  pertains  to  the 
future.  Heaven  awaits  the  Child  of  God  who  overcomes. 
Victory  will  come  to  the  true  Church.  There  is  coming  a 
day  when  Jesus  Christ  will  put  all  enemies  under  His 
feet,  and  shall  be  crowned  "KING  OF  KINGS,  AND 
LORD   OF  LORDS"   (Rev.   19:16). 

"He  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear." 
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mnday  School  Suggestions 

The    Sunday    School  Board   of 
The  Brethren  Church 


by     Jerry  Flora 


ENLARGE   YOUR   SUNDAY   SCHOOL 

rHE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  that  deserves  to  grow  will 
grow.  How  does  this  come  about?  To  enlarge  you 
lust  organize,  train,  and  visit.  This  is  absolutely  essen- 
al  if  a  Sunday  school  is  to  grow. 

Organize  for   Enlargement 

Allocate  church  facilities  to  the  classes  and  depart- 
lents  upon  the  basis  of  their  present  needs.  This  sounds 
bvious,  but  many  young  people's  classes  cannot  expand 
ecause  the  adults  will  not  give  up  their  classroom — 
^hich  is  really  too  big  anyway. 

Provide  more  space  and  organize  new  classes  and  new 
apartments.  Rent  a  house  near  the  church  if  necessary, 
ut  get  more  space. 

In  Sunday  school,  you  must  divide  if  you  would  mul- 
iply.  Especially  in  adult  groups,  classes  normally  reach 
laximum  growth  within  a  few  months.  This  means  that 
0  enlarge,  new  classes  must  be  set  up  often.  It's  a 
nown  fact  that  new  classes  grow  faster,  win  more  peo- 
ple, and  provide   more  workers   than  do  old  classes. 

Train  for  Enlargement 

Any  enlarging  program  must  have  a  continual  source 
|f  trained  leadership.  Enrollment  increases  in  proportion 
,0  workers  at  the  rate  of  10  to  1.  The  more  workers 
■ou  have,  the  larger  enrollment  you  will  have. 

Don't  just   ask  people  if  they  will   serve;   enlist  them 


with  a  challenge:  Christ,  the  Gospel  and  the  Church. 
Once  they  are  enlisted,  train  them.  Every  church  should 
have  at  least  one  leadership  training  course  every  year; 
this  course  should  be  taught  by  the  pastor  or  some  other 
qualified  person. 

Three  of  the  main  avenues  of  approach  in  training  are 
(1)  Bible  survey,  (2)  how  to  teach,  (3)  Sunday  school 
administration.  Be  sure  to  use  the  best  helps  available 
both  in  training  and  in  serving. 

Visit  for  Enlargement 

-  First,  set  up  a  definite  plan.  Appoint  a  Director  of 
Visitation  who  will  be  responsible  for  files,  records,  and 
assignments.  The  Director  then  will  take  the  Sunday 
school  membership  list  and  arrange  it  in  a  card  file 
according  to  geographical  zones,  classes,  or  departments. 
Prepare  a  prospect  list  and  file  it  separate  from  the 
membership  list.  (Prospects  include  parents  of  all  chil- 
dren in  Sunday  school,  church  members  not  enrolled, 
visitors  to  the  services,  parents  of  babies  in  the  Cradle 
Roll,  and  so  on.) 

Second,  set  up  a  definite  procedure.  The  Director  of 
Visitation  should  make  up  visitation  cards  for  absentees 
and  prospects  and  assign  these  cards  to  the  respective 
Sunday  school  classes.  Enlist  visitation  teams,  train 
them,  and  send  them  out  weekly,  bi-weekly,  or  monthly — 
but  do  it  regularly. 

Third,  set  up  a  definite  follow-up.  The  Director  of  Vis- 
itation must  keep  an  accurate  record  of  all  visitation  ac- 
tivities. Follow  up  according  to  individual  cases.  Remem- 
ber, it  takes  an  average  of  seven  calls  just  to  interest 
a  prospect  in  attending,  so  don't  become  discouraged  if 
results  are  slow  in  coming. 

"Going"  is  our  commission.  "Giving  the  increase"  is 
God's  responsibility.  If  we  do  our  share,  God  will  most 
certainly  do  His.  The  question  is:  "Have  I  done  all 
my  share?" 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth  Director 


WHEN  THE  SUN  COMES  OVER  . . . 

ALL  OF  US  REMEMBER  a  few  years  ago  when 
Kate  Smith  was  still  singing  "When  the  Moon 
comes  Over  the  Mountain."  If  this  noted  vocalist  were 
with  me  now,  she  could  easily  be  inspired  to  utter  "When 
the  Sun  comes  over  the  Mission  Home."  It's  now  5:30 
A.  M.  on  Tuesday  morning,  September  4  (day  after  Labor 
Day)  as  I  sit  at  the  typewriter  in  our  Brethren  Youth 
Office  which  faces  the  Brethren  Missionary  Home  at  the 
south    end    of   Ashland    College    Campus. 

The  early  hour  for  rising  is  caused  by  the  fact  that 
Editor  W.  S.  B.  must  have  this  copy  before  I  leave  Ash- 
land today  to  continue  the  pre-arranged  and  pre-an- 
nounced  itinerary  of  the  Ambassador  Quartet.  Check  your 
past  Evangelists  for  the  location  nearest  you.  When  you 
read  this,  it  will  be  just  about  over  and  time  to  hang  up 
our  vocal  cords  for  another  summer.  When  all  is  com- 
plete, you'll  hear  from  each  member  of  the  group  con- 
cerning the  5V2  week  trip. 

THE  FISHBOWL  has  been  smiled  at  by  many  Breth- 
ren, but  more  have  "splashed  silver"  into  it  than  looked. 
It's  actually  getting  to  be  a  chore  to  carry  the  heavy 
thing  around — but  who's  complaining?  Thanks  to  all  of 
you  who  have  given  willingly,  both  in  the  local  churches 
and  at  National  Conference. 


1956-57    Project    
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and 


$6,666.66 

SARASOTA 


LITTLE  THINGS   MEAN   MUCH 

"A  helping  hand  in  time  of  need  is  worthy  a  volume 
of  good  wishes."  When  I  accidentally  ran  across  this 
quotation  a  few  days  ago,  it  set  me  to  thinking  once 
again  how  important  it  is  that  each  one  of  us  perform 
the  tasks  set  before  us,  regardless  of  how  small  they 
may  seem.  Most  of  us  think  of  service  as  engaging  in 
some  gigantic  undertaking  which  will  cause  us  to  labor 
feverishly  for  the  period  of  time  it  demands  to  com- 
plete it.  Then  we  consider  that  our  part  of  the  job  is 
completed  and  checked  off  the  books  until  the  next  time. 

Christ's  work  above  all  others  is  definitely  not  that 
way.  He  has  called  us  to  be  his  servants  every  day,  work- 
ing consistently  and  faithfully.  Too  often  we  forget  that 
"it  is  a  great  thing  to  do  a  little  thing  well."  But  those 
who  find  real  happiness  are  people  who  consider  every 
way  they  can  serve,  regardless  of  how  small,  a  special 
duty  given  to  them.  Those  folks  take  that  work  and 
think  of  it  as  their  special  mission.  They  have  something 
that  indifferent  people,  even  Christians,  may  be  lacking. 

EXAMPLE:  National  Conference  is  carried-on  by  a 
great  many  people  doing  multiple  tasks.  Today  I  take 
one  of  those  unnoticed  groups  to  point  out  some  of  the 
thoughts  just  mentioned  above.  Every  morning  from  8:00 


until  12:00  a  group  of  women  from  the  Park  Street, 
Brethren  Church  took  turn  about  conducting  a  nursery' 
for  the  children  of  conference  delegates,  so  that  they' 
could  enjoy  the  morning  sessions  without  interruption.  I 
Brethren  Youth  had  a  hand  in  arrranging  for  this  service) 
and  so  we  give  a  hearty  "Hats  Off"  to  Miss  Hazel  Anni 
Linn,  Miss  Sharon  Berkshire,  Mrs.  Betty  Isenhart,  Mrs,/ 
Regina  Rowsey,  Mrs.  Vendur  and  Mrs.  Zimmerman,  Sev-i 
eral  of  the  parents  who  took  advantage  of  this  service] 
mentioned  how  much  it  was  appreciated  and  we  pasf 
their  thanks  on  to  you. 

Before  I  leave  this  subject  of  taking  small  tasks  se- 
riously, I  must  mention  your  own  local  Brethren  Youth 
work.  Brethren  Youth  activity  is  carried  on  best  by  sev- 
eral people  in  your  church  who  are  willing  to  help  ii 
many  seemingly  "small  ways."  Someone  is  needed  to  b( 
advisor,  president,  subscription  chairman,  program  chair- 
man, project  chairman,  or  youth  director — to  mention  i 
few.  Have  you  ever  asked  yourself  the  question,  "Which 
part  should  I  be  playing  in  Brethren  Youth  work  this 
year?"  More  often  than  not  you'll  find  work  to  do  for  the 
Lord  if  you  look  for  it  than  if  you  wait  for  someone 
else  to  approach  you  and  ask  for  your  cooperation.  '. 
challenge  each  one  of  you  to  do  something  in  and  fo]( 
Brethren   Youth   in   the   next  month — as  a   starter. 

COMING  EVENTS 

HAGERSTOWN  BRETHREN  CHURCH  —  November 
10:  There  will  be  a  Brethren  Youth  Workshop  for  younij 
people,  pastors  and  adult  advisors  at  the  Hagerstowij 
Church  on  the  above  day  in  the  afternoon  and  early  evej 
ning.  Watch  for  more  details  and  announcements.  Breth 
ren  in  the  Northern  Southeastern  District  should  plai 
now  to  attend. 

MT.  OLIVE  BRETHREN  CHURCH— November  3 
There  will  be  a  Brethren  Youth  Workshop  for  youn; 
people,  pastors  and  adult  advisors  at  the  Mt.  Oliv 
Church  on  the  above  day  in  the  afternoon  and  early  eve 
ning.  Watch  for  more  details  and  announcements.  Breth 
ren  in  the  Southern  Southeastern  District  should  plai 
now  to  attend. 

THE  TWO  above-mentioned  workshops  are  something 
new  in  Brethren  Youth  work.  The  purpose  is  to  assembll 
and  talk  about  the  future  of  the  Brethren  Church,  h] 
speaking  of  the  future  of  Brethren  Youth  itself  ani 
making  plans  for  a  more  effective  organization  in  th: 
districts  where  the  workshops  are  held.  More  will  fc 
coming.    Watch  for  the  notice    that   affects   you. 

B.  Y.  B.  C.  I 

Expect  an  all-out  drive  for  membership  in  the  Brett 
ren  Youth  Booster  Club  in  the  near  future. 

ODDS  'N  ENDS  AGAIN  i'    [ 

The  next  issue  of  the  Brethren  Youth  Magazine  wi 
be  off  the  press  the  last  of  September.  If  your  home 
not  receiving  this  jewel,  send  in  your  subscription  rig] 
now.  Mail  to  Brethren  Youth,  Ashland  College,  Ashlan  1 
Ohio.  How  else  can  you  know  of  the  all-out  activities  < 
B.  Y.?  I 

Brethren  Youth  are  becoming  more  united  as  the  surj 
mer  flies.  Just  recently  Larry  Weidenhamer  and  Mariljj 
Miller  were  united  in  wedlock.  Best  wishes,  kids.  I 

Be  a  Booster,  not  a  Rooster.  ' 
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Vhe   '^Womens    /Corner 

"OG^  s'ae*  ''S©* 

by   Helen  Jordan 

TIME  AND    SERVICE 

"...  knowing  the    time,  that    now    it    is    high    time 
►  awake  out  of   sleep"  Rom.   13:11. 

TOW  OFTEN  when  turning  on  our  radio  or  TV  sets 
1  we  hear  the  popular  song.  "It's  Later  Than  You 
hink."  Time  has  a  way  of  marching  on.  A  moment  gone 
m  never  be  recalled.  Neither  do  we  know  what  the 
ature  of  the  next  moment  will  be.  No  one  has  any  as- 
arance  that  tomorrow  will  be  their's,  yet  how  many  are 
iving  any  thought  to  it?  Can  we  say,  "My  time  is  my 
wn  and  it  is  my  business  how  I  use  it?"  How  many 
mes  have  young  people  gone  out  on  our  highways  for 
n  evening  of  fun  and  frivolity,  and  never  seen  the  light 
f  a  new  day.  Were  they  ready  to  enter  into  eternity? 
What  time  is  it?  This  we  hear  many  times  each  day 
ut  as  this  most  common  question  is  asked  do  we  really 
link  of  it  in  a  material  or  physical  sense  ?  But  what  of 
ie  spiritual  time  ?  Is  it  not  time  that  we  stop  and  think  ? 
[ow  much  of  life  do  I  have  left?  Have  I  done  my  best 
dth  every  moment  entrusted  to  me  ? 
So  many  people  cannot  find  tim^  to  do  things  in  the 


church.  Yet  from  observation  I  note  these  same  people 
find  time  to  do  the  things  they  want  for  themselves. 
Have  we  time  to  help  a  sick  neighbor?  To  give  a  cup 
of  cold  water  in  the  name  of  Christ?  Are  we  asleep  to 
the  needs  of  our  church,  our  missionaries  and  their  work 
in  the  far-off  places?  Can  we  redeem  the  time  before 
it  is  too  late  ? 

What  is  service  ?  Do  we  just  do  only  what  is  required 
of  us  when  doing  a  task,  or  do  we  go  a  little  farther 
than  required?  How  often  do  we  think  to  carry  some 
flowers  from  our  gardens  to  the  sick  lady  down  the 
block  a  piece  ?  Perhaps  a  neighbor,  although  she  may  be 
of  another  faith,  needs  a  little  advise  and  comfort.  Or 
is  it  a  little  child  who  is  having  problems  he  cannot 
solve  and  comes  to  us  for  direction  and  comfort?  Can 
my  neighbors  look  at  me  and  say  I  know  she  is  a  Chris- 
tian because  of  her  deeds  ?  Even  though  the  neighbor 
next  to  you  may  not  be  as  interested  in  her  children  as 
we  think  she  should  be,  can  we  be  of  service  iti  a  way 
not  to  offend  her,  and  still  not  seem  meddlesome  ?  In 
Gal.  5:13  we  read,  "by  love  serve  one  another." 

Has  love  ceased  to  be  our  measure  of  service  ?  God 
loved  mankind  so  much  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son 
to  die  for  the  sin  of  the  world.  Can  we  give  any  less 
than  ourselves  to  full  surrendered  service  to  the  One 
who  paid  by  His  own  death  for  our  sins  ?  How  much  have 
we  surrendered?  Have  I  done  my  best  for  .Jesus  who 
has  done  so  much  for  me  ? 

Mrs.   Elmer  Keck, 

Jones   Mills,    Pa. 
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CHURCH  ATTENDANCE 


WHAT  MY  ABSENCE  DID! 


WHAT  MY  PRESENCE  DSD! 


1.  It  made  some  question  the  reality  of  religion. 

2.  It  made  some  think  I  was  a  pretender. 

3.  It  made  many  think  that  I  regarded  my  spiritual 
welfare  and  that  of  others  as  a  matter  of  small 
concern. 

4.  It  weakened   the  effect  of  the   church   service. 

5.  It  made  it  harder  for  the  preacher  to  preach. 

6:  It  discouraged  the  brethren  and  therefore  robbed 
them  of  a  blessing. 

7.  It  caused  others  to  stay  away  from  church. 

8.  It  made  it  harder  for  me  to  meet  the  temptations 
of  the  devil. 

9.  It  gave   the   devil  more  power  over  lost   souls. 
0.    It  encouraged  the  habit  of  non-church  going. 


1.  It  caused  people  to  have  confidence  in  me. 

2.  It  made  people  know  that  I  regarded  my  spiritual 
welfare  and  that  of  others  as  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance. 

3.  It  had  a  good  effect  on  the  services. 

4.  It  made  my  friends  feel  more  welcome. 

5.  It  encouraged  the  brethren  and  helped  the  preacher 
in  his  work. 

6.  It  caused  others  to  come  to  Christ  and  say,  "I  be- 
lieve." 

7.  It  made  my  life  stronger  for  another  week. 

8.  It  removed  stumbling  blocks  from  the  sinner's  path. 

9.  It  pleased  God  and  I  was  happy. 

10.     It    caused    others    to   say:    "He    Practiced   What   He 


Preached." 


-New   Lebanon  News. 


Brethren  Historicial  library 
Manchester  Colleg©' 
N»  Manchester,  Ind» 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS' 


"The  "Kid's  Adventure"  Series 


A  brilliant  new  series  for  pre-teeners,  8  to  12  years  of  age.  These 
books  are  illustrated,  and  the  cost  is  only  25c  each. 
They  are: 

"Golden   Cake   by  the   Fire" 
"Mystery  at  Tremblings  T" 
"01'  Swayback" 
"Ruff  of  Thunder  Falls" 
You   would   also   like   the   following  Moody   Colportage  books  which 
sell  for  only  35c  each : 

"The  Red  Bicycle" — ^^This  is  a  'right  kind'  of  story  for  boys  and  girls. 
"The  'True'  Mystery  Solved" — ^This  is  the  mystery  of  the  missing 
five  dollar  bill. 

"Up  Parky  Ridge" — A  story  for  boys  and  girls  of  life  in  the  hills  of 
Kentucky. 

"On  Silver  Creek  lOiob" — and  "Silver  Creek's  Camp  Jolly" — are  thrill- 
ing books  of  adventures  of  three  young  Christians  in  the  southern 
mountains. 

Fine  Gift  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls 

"Jungle  Doctor's  Fables"— by  Paul  White:  Price:  $1.00. 
"Parables  from  Nature" — by  J.  Calvin  Reid.  Price:  $1.25. 
These  are  earthly  stories  with  a  heavenly  meaning. 

"Stand  By,  Boys!"  A  true  story  about  Holland's  Fight  against  the 
sea.  By  K.  Norel.  Price:  $1.00. 

"Boy  Wanted"  and  Other  Stories.  These  carefully  selected  short 
stories  for  young  readers  make  vivid  and  lasting  impressions  as  they 
point  to  the  Christian  way  of  life.  By  L.  E.  Maxwell.  Price:  $1.00. 

"North  to  Sakitawa" — a  Thrilling  story  about  a  trip  into  the  vast 
I^Torthland  of  Canada.  By  Margaret  A.  Epp.  Price:  69c. 

On  all  book  ordters  please  add  ten  cents  for  postage. 

Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,   Ohio. 
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COMING   DISTRICT   CONFERENCES 


ENTRAL  DISTRICT: 

delh  Iowa 

September  27-30 

Rev.  Wilbur  Thomas,  Moderator 


HID-WEST  DISTRICT: 


Cheyenne, 
Rev, 


October  11-14 
tsdill,  Moderator 


UDELL,  IOWA,  BRETHREN  CHURCH 


lid-West  District  Conference  Program  in  this  Issue 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  A  Singspiration  following 
the  evening  service,  was  held  in  the  St.  James  church 
on  September  2nd. 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  We  note  that  Brother  Bruce 
C.  Shanholtz  began  his  third  year  of  work  with  the 
Linwood  Brethren  on  September  2nd. 

The  Eppley  Sisters  Gospel  Quartet  of  York,  Penna., 
conducted  the  morning  worship  service  on  September 
9th.  A  basket  dinner  at  the  church  followed  the  service. 

Brother  Shanholtz  conducted  morning  devotions  over 
WTTR,  Westminster,  on  September  7th, 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN. 
Guest  speaker  on  September  16th  was  Rev.  John  Turn- 
bull;  he  spoke  at  the  morning  service  and  presented  col- 
ored motion  pictures  of  the  Holy  Land  at  the  evening 
service. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  The  W.  M.  S.  held  their 
Public  Service  on  September  16th,  with  Mrs.  Frank  Mor- 
rison, Ohio  District  W,  M.  S.  President,  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
as  guest  speaker. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Guest  speakers  recently  were: 
Rev.  "Chuck"  Kraft,  on  September  2nd;  and  Rev.  Jesse 
Hoover,  on  September  9th. 

BELLEFONTAINE,  OHIO.  GRETNA  BRETHREN.  A 
perfect  weather  day,  and  a  full  house,  were  two  factors 
which  made  for  a  successful  afternoon  and  evening  Miami 
Valley  Brethren  Youth  Rally  in  the  Gretna  Church  on 
September  9th.  Attendance  was  around  130  from  all  but 
two  of  the  churches  of  MVBY.  The  Gretna  Young  people 
presented  a  fine  program  at  the  afternoon  hour,  a  boun- 
tiful supper  was  served  by  the  Gretna  ladies;  at  the  eve- 
ning services.  Rev.  Park,  Logan  County  Probation  Offi- 
cer presented  a  challenging  message  to  the  young  people. 

The  young  people  determined  to  raise  $666.66  this 
year  as  their  portion  of  the  National  Brethren  Youth 
Project  of  $6,666.66  for  the  Ambassador's  Trip  to  Europe 
and  for  the  Sarasota  Church.  The  next  MVBY  Rally  will 
be  held  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  on  December  9th. 
(WSB). 

CARLETON,  NEBRASKA.  Congratulations  are  in  or- 
der for  Brother  and  Sister  Claude  Stogsdill,  on  the  arrival 
of  Donald  Ray  Stogsdill  the  morning  of  September  7th. 


We  note  that  Brother  Stogsdill  will  be  closing  his  pa 
torate   with   the   Carleton   Brethren   early  in   October, 
take  up  the  pastorate  of  the  Mathias,  W.  Va.  church,  b 
ginning  Ocober  7th. 


'"**'t  h  i  s 


That 


n 

By  the  Editor 
LAST    CALL 

This  is  the  last  reminder  to  General  Conference  Au! 
iliary  Secretaries  relative  to  minutes  which  are  to  app© 
in  the  Brethren  Annual.  While  our  mailing  date  is  st 
some  weeks  away,  yet  now  is  the  time  when  the  biii; 
of  the  Annual  is  in  preparation.  Therefore,  if  your  Col 
ference  sessions  minutes  usually  appear  in  the  Annuii 
we  would  appreciate  a  prompt  reply  to  this  annoum} 
ment  by  the  mailing  of  your  minutes  to  the  Editor  of  Pii| 
lications.  If  your  minutes  do  not  arrive  soon,  we  sh| 
have   to  close  the  forms  of  the  Annual  without  themjj 

We  would  also  like  to,  again,  remind  pastors  who  a] 
contemplating  changes,  to  so  inform  the  Editor,  so  tli{ 
your  correct   address  can  appear  in  the  proper  place.! 


COMING  EVENTS     ' 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— October  8-j 
— Rev.  Woodrow  B.  Brant,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Robert  Hf 
singer,  Pastor.  { 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  Rally  Day— September  30th— W. 

Crick,  Pastor. 

BURLINGTON,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— Begi- 
ning  September  23rd — Rev.  Arthur  H.  Tinkel,  Evangeli' 
Joe  Thomas,  formerly  with  Cadle  Tabernacle  Radio  Quj 
tet,  Song  Leader;  Rev.  Floyd  Sibert,  Pastor. 

MEXICO,  INDIANA.  Rally  Day  and  Homecoming 
September  30th — All  day  meeting  with  basket  dinner  ; 
noon.  Rev.  Henry  Bates,  of  North  Manchester,  afterna. 
speaker.  Rev.  Wayne  Swlhart,  Pastor. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Special  Speaker— Septej 
ber  23rd,  7:30  P.  M.— The  Honorable  Theodore  R.  "M; 
Keldin,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland;  Rev.  Fr* 
man  Ankrum,  Pastor. 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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like  Ylational  ^oals  Vrogram 


.V  7E  ARE  REPRODUCING  for  you  this  week 
^  the  National  Goals  Program  of  The  Breth- 
en  Church  (pages  8  and  9) . 

It  is  a  very  challenging  program  for  the  Breth- 
en.  Its  only  weakness  will  be  the  tendency  for 
he  Brethren  to  "let  it  slide"  until  "the  last  min- 
te,"  insead  of  working  on  it  "right  away."  This, 
he  Goals  Committee  can  do  nothing  about.  A 
uccessful  meeting  of  the  Goals  is  the  responsi- 
ility  of  the  local  churches,  leaders,  officers  and 
astors. 

The  National  Goals  Committee  has  put  some 
ery  good  thinking  and  planning  into  these  Goals 
s  they  now  appear,  A  Goals  Program  such  as 
tiis,  naturally,  is  an  evolving  thing.  This  year's 
rogram  is  built  on  last  year's  and  on  all  which 
as  gone  before. 

A  number  of  changes  have  been  made  by  the 
Committee — the  most  notable  is  the  emphasis 
laced  upon  our  Three-Fold  Communion  Service. 
Inder  Section   I,   "Denominational   Goals,"   Item 

reads,  "Semi-Annual  Communion  Services  with 
0%  increase  in  attendance  over  previous  ser- 
ice."  This  is  a  new  goal  this  year.  We  are  very 
appy  for  the  emphasis  thereby  given  to  the 
'ommunion  Service.  Points  also  have  been  reeval- 
ated.  The  "Communion  Goal"  has  been  classi- 
ed  with  the  highest  rating  Goals  such  as.  The 
0%  increase  in  local  Church  membership,  All 
lembers  Active  Members,  and  Tithing — being 
iven  5  points  on  the  scale. 

A  comparative  analysis  of  the  1954-55  and  the 
955-56  reports  of  the  Goals  Committee  is  wor- 
hy  of  our  time  and  interest.  (These  reports  ap- 
eared  in  the  August  27,  1955  and  August  25, 
956  Evangelists). 

While  the  number  of  reports  received  at  Gen- 
ral  Conference  time  both  years  was  the  same, 


71,  yet  the  highest  Church  this  year  gained  93 
points  as  against  their  86  last  year  (The  Vinco 
Brethren  Church).  The  total  points  achieved  by 
the  twelve  high  churches  in  1954-55  was  953; 
this  year,  1008,  or  a  gain  of  55  points. 

Tlieoretically,  a  Church  could  work  itself  up  to 
the  place  where  a  near-100%  score  would,  for  that 
Church,  lose  its  challenge.  There  are  twO'  possi- 
bilities whereby  this  can  be  prevented.  One  is 
the  knowledge  that  to  achieve  a  high  score  re- 
quires work,  and  that  to  stay  among  the  highest 
requires  constant  vigilance  and  effort.  The  other 
possibility  is  for  the  National  Goals  Committee 
to  constantly  add  to  the  Goals  Program  new  chal- 
lenges. This  they  have  done  this  year,  and  it  rep- 
resents a  further  incentive  to  the  leading 
churches,  who  by  their  previous  records,  have 
proven  that  they  v/ant  to  be  challenged. 

Of  course,  we  realize  that  the  value  of  the 
Goals  Program  is  not  in  its  achievement  of 
points.  No  Church  should  embrace  this  program 
with  that  thought,  alone,  in  mind !  Points  repre- 
sent the  tabulator  reading  of  the  local  church's 
efforts  in  the  work  of  the  Lord — the  ministry  of 
the  Gospel.  We  are  in  business  to  witness  of  our 
Lord  to  the  souls  of  men.  These  Goals  are  the 
"mile  posts"  set  up  by  our  Committee  as  a  stan- 
dard wherby  we  can  measure  our  efforts  and  our 
progress  (or  our  lack  of  it!) 

With  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  Goals' 
year  ends  March  31,  1957  instead  of  July  31st,  let 
us  put  our  talents  and  lives  to  work  for  Christ 
this  year — working  from  "dawn  to  setting  sun" 
— and  longer,  as  necessary,  to  achieve,  not  only 
an  excellent  record  on  the  Goals  Program,  but  an 
increasingly  effective,  profitable  and  fruitful  min- 
istry of  Christian  service  and  witnessing  in  our 
communities.  For  what  other  reason  are  you  in 
existance  as  a  Church?  W  S.  B. 
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Nicodemust 

the  hesitant 
follower  of 

Jesus 


in  the  ni 


Rev.  J.  6.  Dodds 


/^NE  OF  THE  MANY  witnesses  and  followers 
^^  of  Jesus,  who  testify  to  the  spiritual  glory 
which  He  inspired,  is  Nicodemus.  Only  Nicode- 
mus  stepped  forward  to  accept  the  Son  of  God 
hesitantly  after  daylight  hours,  presumably  not 
to  be  conspicuous,  for  as  a  member  of  the  ruling 
body  of  Israel,  the  Sanhedrin,  he  did  not  wish  to 
arouse  their  hostility  openly. 

The  Jewish  church  and  state  was  ruled  by  this 
group  of  seventy  men,  all  under  the  Roman  over- 
lord. It  took  courage  to  step  forth  from  their 
midst  and  testify  that  "Jesus  was  a  teacher  come 
from  God,  for  no  man  can  do  these  miracles  that 
thou  doest,  except  God  be  with  him."  Nicodemus 
understood  a  great  deal,  for  he  was  a  profound 
scholar.  He  knew  that  Jesus  was  more  than  a 
teacher,  and  began  to  see  that  He  represented  the 
fulfillment  of  the  promise  of  the  Messiah,  sent 
to  the  people  of  the  whole  world.  But  naturally 
the  Sanhedrin  were  not  ready  to  accept  Him  as 


Messiah  and  Saviour,  being  bound  by  the  old« 
traditions.  Probably  Nicodemus  came  by  niglij 
to  Him  so  as  not  to  be  interrupted  in  his  conve:] 
sation  with  Christ  concerning  His  redeemirij 
work  as  high  priest,  operating  on  our  hear 
through  His  spirit.  Otherwise  man's  salvation  . 
impossible,  and  man's  end  can  be  reached  in  i 
other  way.  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  E:l 
cept  a  man  be  born  from  above,  he  cannot  si 
the  kingdom  of  God."  "Ye  must  be  bom  fro* 
above." 

Nicodemus  was  himself  a  teacher  in  Israel,  wl*l 
understood  much,  yet  who  stood  at  the  feet  i 
Jesus  as  a  greater  Rabbi  than  Israel  had  evj 
produced.  He  came  to  Jesus  to  learn  the  new  dij 
pensation,  though  not  all  of  it  came  to  enlight*! 
his  mind  until  later.  He  was  at  first  hesitant,  f 
it  takes  time  to  be  convinced,  and  he  was  nj 
suddenly  converted  by  a  great  light,  as  was  Pail 
the  great  Apostle  and  teacher  of  Christian  fait, 


— 1.L 
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n  this  case  the  process  was  gradual,  for  it  takes 
I  good  deal  of  meditation,  and  hesitant  approach, 
)efore  one  can  overcome  his  lifetime  habits  of 
hought  and  to  be  really  initiated. 

Now,  Nicodemus  was  willing  to  learn,  for  he 
espected  the  Master  as  one  who  came  from  God, 
or  the  miracles  which  He  performed  were  many 
ind  astounding,  and  could  not  have  been  done 
'except  God  be  with.  Him."  With  this  attitude  in 
nind,  Nicodemus  is  receptive  to  the  new  teach- 
ngs,  which  represent  the  essence  of  Christian- 
ty,  but  of  course  there  is  much  need  of  explan- 
ition.  When  Jesus  tells  this  learned  man,  "Ex- 
ept  one  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  king- 
iom  of  God,"  Nicodemus  naturally  is  perplexed 
ind  asks  how  a  man  can  be  reborn  unless  he  is 
lewly  delivered  as  an  infant  from  his  mother.  It 
[oesn't  sound  rational  to  him,  for  he  is  accus- 
omed  to  well  reasoned  logical  terms.  Then  Jesus 
nakes  the  point  clearer  to  the  doubter:  "Except 
•ne  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  can- 
lot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,"  And  He  goes 
^n  eloquently  to  explain  this  glorious  conception. 

The  greatness  and  radical  nature  of  this  change 
annot  be  too  forcefully  emphasized.  The  Bible 
erms  which  are  used  to  describe  it  are  none  too 
trong.  It  is  as  John  declares,  a  new  birth;  a 
)irth  from  above,  without  which  a  man  cannot 
:nter  the  kingdom  of  God.  It  is  a  new  creation: 
'If  any  man  is  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature, 
he  old  things  are  passed  away;  behold  they  are 
)ecome  new."  It  is  a  resurrection  from  the  dead; 
he  believer  has  passed  out  of  death  into  life, 
rhis  language  is  figurative,  but  it  has  a  definite 
md  tangible  meaning  when  one  reflects  on  it. 
rhe  change  of  heart  involves  a  transformation 
n  the  spiritual  sphere  so  great  that  it  can  be 
idequately  illustrated  only  by  the  greatest  of  all 
;ransformations  in  the  natural  sphere — creation, 
)irth  and  death. 

The  need  of  God's  grace  is  absolute,  and  no 
)ther  release  is  possible.  This  grace  has  come  to 
IS  and  all  men  objectively  through  the  atoning 
A^ork  of  Christ  the  King  operating  upon  our 
learts  through  the  inward  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Otherwise  salvation  is  impossible,  and 
nan's  chief  end  can  be  reached  in  no  other 
vay.  "Ye  must  be  born  from  above." 

I  The  work  of  the  Spirit  in  regeneration  has  a 
lnysterious  element  in  it.  It  takes  place  in  part 
at  least  out  of  the  sphere  of  our  consciousness, 
jlhe  access  of  God  and  Christ  to  our  souls  through 


the  Spirit  is  a  fact  to  which  consciousness  testi- 
fies. Every  man  hears  the  Divine  voice  and  feels 
the  striving  of  God  within,  urging  him  to  follow 
the  better  way;  and  every  Christian  has  the  wit- 
ness of  the  Spirit  and  a  personal  fellowship  with 
the  Father  through  Christ.  But  this  is  the  region 
of  the  supernatural.  There  is  in  it  a  limitless  fac- 
tor which  evades  our  attempt  to  analyze  and  un- 
derstand it.  We  know  the  work  of  the  Spirit 
in  regeneration  from  its  results :  "The  wind  blow- 
eth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound 
thereof,  but  knoweth  not  whence  it  cometh,  and 
whither  it  goetli ;  so  is  every  one  that  is  born  of 
the  Spirit."  We  know  that  we  have  been  born 
because  we  have  entered  the  new  life.  We  know 
that  of  ourselves  we  could  not  have  produced  this 
result.  We  cannot  doubt  that  the  true  cause  is 
that  which  revelation  describes,  and  the  work- 
ings of  which  we  know  in  our  experience  both 
before  and  after  the  change  of  heart:  It  is  that 
Spirit  of  God  which  is  also  the  Spirit  of  Christ. 

Nicodemus  failed  to  understand  that  the  life 
of  the  Spirit  far  transcends  the  operations  of  the 
intellect  and  reasoning  power.  The  philosopher 
may  try  to  describe  and  understand  in  terms  of 
logic,  but  the  approach  to  religion  is  made 
through  faith,  not  through  reason.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  new  state  of  spiritual  rebirth 
which  contradicts  the  reason.  The  inner  trans- 
formation results  only  when  there  is  a  response 
through  faith  to  the  advances  of  God  through 
Christ.  When  we  do  see  the  kingdom  of  God,  we 
begin  to  understand  what  before  this  was  con- 
fusing and  seen  through  a  glass  only  obscurely 
or  darkly.  The  concept  of  new  birth  was  never 
taught  in  the  schools  of  old  Palestine.  Nicodemus 
had  much  more  to  learn  before  he  became  a  true 
follower  of  the  Son  of  God,  when  he  became 
born  into  the  spiritual  realm.  He  needed  the  fur- 
ther education — the  revitalizing  and  energizing 
of  his  whole  inner  life.  This  transformation  of 
the  spirit  is  new  life  indeed,  and  it  presupposes 
birth  and  the  process  of  birth. 

Hastings,  in  his  "Great  Texts  of  the  Bible," 
remarks  that  the  situation  which  confronted  Nic- 
odemus happens  whenever  the  call  to  higher 
truth  comes  face  to  face  with  more  traditional 
teaching  or  acceptance  of  what  one's  ancestors 
believe.  Nicodemus  is  a  conventional  man,  and 
just  like  his  fellow  citizens,  is  trying  to  reduce 
the  mysterious  to  the  commonplace.  Current  tra- 
ditions, rules  and  common  interpretations  pre- 
vent him  from  looking  beyond  them.  At  first  he 
can't  see  how  a  man  can  be  born  again,  but  the 
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answer  of  Christ  is  that  the  Spirit  must  touch 
his  spirit  and  he  must  leave  behind  him  the  old, 
formal  traditions  and  rule  of  habit.  Primarily 
religion  is  a  matter  of  faith,  which  Nicodemus 
needed  to  blow  away  the  clouds  of  prejudice. 

At  the  time,  the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees 
were  unwilling  to  give  Jesus  a  hearing  instead  of 
searching  for  new  light.  The  greatest  book  in 
the  world  is  often  ignored  by  intellectuals  who 
are  not  guided  by  its  truths,  and  who  are  un- 
willing to  accept  the  gift  of  the  Spirit.  One  must 
be  open  to  its  influence,  and  become  admitted  to 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  in  faith,  when  God  is  loved 
and  trusted  and  communed  with.  Science  is  all 
well  and  good  in  its  place,  as  seeking  the  mastery 
of  the  material  world,  and  rendering  its  valuable 
service  to  mankind.  But  spiritual  realities  are  to 
be  apprehended  only  by  faith.  There  is  a  point 
beyond  which  it  is  not  possible  to  know  and  un- 
derstand the  fundamentals  of  science.  But  soon 
a  point  is  reached  when  to  us  a  revelation  comes 
of  the  things  which  "eye  hath  not  seen  nor  ear 
heard,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for 
them  that  love  Him."  Only  God,  by  thei  power  of 
His  Spirit,  can  create  this  rebirth.  The  workings 
of  His  living  Spirit  cannot  be  understood,  but 
we  can  feel  and  observe  it  in  the  lives  of  regen- 
erated men.  Hence  the  necessity  of  preaching  the 
full  doctrine  of  rebirth  through  faith  in  Christ. 

— Akron,  Ohio. 


COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. Rally  Day,  morning  of  September  30th;  Homecom- 
ing, evening  of  September  30th.  Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman, 
Pastor. 

BELLEFONTAINE,  OHIO.  GRETNA  BRETHREN. 
Rally  Day — September  30th. — Rev.  George  W.  Solomon, 
Pastor. 
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THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  J 

I 
-some  days  I  give    myself   to    pleasure   ancj 

work  but  the  first  day  of  the  week  I  purpos(' 
to  worship  God  in  His  sanctuary  ■ 

-unless  I  find  myself    sick    or    unavoidable;; 
hindered  by  circumstances    over    which 
have  no  control,  and  even  then 

— not  any  frivolous  excuse  will  be  given  o: 
entertained  in  my  heart  as  an  invention  fo: 
laziness  or  indifference.  No!  I  am 


D 
A 
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— determined  to  go  to  the  house  of  God  on  Hiij 
Holy  Day  to  hear  and  study  His  Word. 


C 
H 
O 
O 

L 


— always  busy  for  God  is  my  motto  wheij 
Sunday  rolls  around  to  bless  me  with  it! 
hallowed  rest  and  quiet. 

—yesterdays  with  their  happiness  and  pleas, 
ures  are  all  they  could  have  been  expected  I 
but  give  me  the  Lord's  Day  with  its  sacre, 
memories. 

-study  may  be  a  weariness  of  the  flesh,  bu 
the  careful  study  of  God's  Word  brings  u! 
in  touch  with  the  ! 

— choice  treasures  of  God,  and  awakens  in  u 
the  desire  to  do  right  and  to  love  and  serv 


— Him  supremely.  After  all,  what  is  life  wort 
living  for  if  not  in  living  the  Christian  life 

— only  I  must  not  neglect  to  win  my  friend 
and  neighbors  to  Christ  also,  so  there  is  onl 

--one  right  thing  to  do  and  that  is  to  invil' 
them  all  to  come  to  church  and  Sunda 
school  with  me  and  not  permit  them  to 

-lose  their  souls  through  my  neglect  and  ii 
difference.  No,  I  will  be  up  and  doing  whi; 
it  is  day  because  the  night  cometh  when  r 
man  can  work. 

— The  United  Brethren.  ( 


Note  —  Boy's  Brotherhood 
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MISSIONARY     DEPARTMENT 


SSIONARY   BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
4   College   Ave.,    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone:    39582 


Contributing    Editors:    W.    CLAYTON    BERKSHIRE.    Gen.    Sec'r. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER,   Adm.    Aiiiitant 


NEW  PASTOR  FOR 

WASHINGTON  CHURCH 

JOSEPH  R.  SHULTZ,  who  for  the  past  several  years 
^  has  served  as  field  secretary  for  the  Sunday  School 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  has  accepted  the  pastorate 
of  the  Brethren  Church  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dr.  Shultz  and  Mrs.  Shultz  (the  former  Doris  Hart 
from  Washington)  have  taken  up  their  residence  in  the 
capital  city  immediately  and  Dr.  Shultz  delivered  his 
first  sermon  as  pastor  on  September  9. 

The  Missionary  Board  is  grateful  that  these  young 
people  will  take  over  the  work  at  Washington,  where  a 
building  program  will  soon  be  under  way. 

Reverend  J.  R.  Klingensmith,  the  former  pastor,  who 
served  splendidly  for  the  past  four  years,  is  now  teach- 
ing in  the   Seminary  at  Ashland. 


DnaDaaaDDaDnanannnnDnnDnnnnnnoanaaDaanaDDDDnannnDnanannnnnnD 
DnnnnDnnnDannaannnnnnnDnnnnnDnaDDannnnannnDDannnnnDDannnnnna 


SARASOTA,  Here  They  Come — 

le  Lichtenbergers,  that  is.  During  this  week.  Reverend 
y\e  Lichtenberger,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Lavonne, 
id  their  children,  Linda,  Roseann,  Mark  and  Philip,  ar- 
ved  in  Sarasota  to  become  permanent  residents  of  that 
Lst-growing  community  (Reverend  Vanator  maintains  it 
the  fastest  growing  in  the   U.    S.) 

We   predict   a    fine    relationship   between   the   Lichten- 
srgers  and  this  zealous  new  church.  The  accompanying 


picture  shows  the  lovely  parsonage  the  Sarasota  Breth- 
ren have  provided  for  the  pastor  family.  It  is  of  typical 
Florida  architecture — containing  three  bedrooms,  living 
room,  utility  room,  kitchen  and  Florida  room  or  study. 
The  kitchen  is  equipped  with  electric  refrigerator,  stove 
and  high  oven  unit.  Such  fine  conceiTi  for  the  welfare  of 
pastor  and  family  is   indeed   commendable! 

The  new  pastor  preached  his  first  sermon  to  these  peo- 
ple on/  September  16. 


The  new  parsonage  recently  pur- 
chased by  the  Sarasota  Brethren — 
the  home  of  Pastor  Lyle  Lichtenberger 
and  family. 
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National  Goals  Program 


of  The  Brethren  Church 


Dear  Friends: 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  give  this  National  goals  Form  to  you,  at  the  beginning  of  our  new  Conferenc 
Year.  The  National  Goals  Committee  wishes  to  express  their  appreciation  for  the  fine  response  given  last  year' 
Program,  and  to  urge   your  continued  support  and  cooperation  in  the  Goals  Program. 


Revision  of  1956 


Report  of  The    

for  the  Year  ending  March  31,  1957. 


Brethren   Church 


Value 

1.     Denominational  Membership  Goals 

A  Net  increase  of  at  least  10%  in  Membership  in  every  Local  Church  5 

Every   Member  an  Active   Member    5 

Every  Member  paying  a  Tithe  of  his  Income  into  and  through  the  Church 5 

Full  Quota  of  Delegates  in  attendance  at  District  and  General  Conferences   ....  3 
Semi-Annual    Communion    Sei'vices    with    10%    Increase    in  attendance    over   pre- 
vious service 5 

II.     Missionary  Goals 

Definite  Missionary  Instruction  in  every  Church    4 

A  Missionary  Prayer  Group  in  every  Church   3 

Definite  support  of  New  Churches,  Projects,  or  Personnel;  in  addition  to  regular 

Missionary    Offerings     3 

Annual  Missionary  Offerings  in  every  Church  whose  average  per  member  shall 
exceed  their  previous  annual  offerings  by  at  least  $1.00,  with  every  Church  con- 
tributing to  Brethren  Missionary  Enterprises  an  amount  which  shall  not  be  less 
than  $3.00  per  member  per  year    3 

III.     Christian  Education  Goals 

All   Brethren   Sunday   Schools   represented  in  District   Camps    2 

Each    Sunday    School    striving   to   follow,   "Standard   of   Excellence"   as   published 

and  promoted  by  our  National   S.   S.  Board    3 

A  Leadership  Training  Class  in  every  Church   3 

At  least  one  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  provided  by  every  church  or  participa- 
tion  in   a   Community  V.    B.   S 2 

Annual    White    Gift   Offering   to   increase   over   previous   year    2 

IV.     Publication  Goals 

The   Brethren   Evangelist  in  every  Brethren  Home    4 

All  available  Brethren  Sunday  School  Literature  used  in  every  Brethren  Sunday 

School     4 

Promotion   of   a    Brethren   Emphasis   Program   in  every   Brethren   Church    3 

An  annual  Publication  Day  Offering  with  every  Church  giving  more  per  member.  .  2 
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Y.     Ashland  College  and  Seminary  Goals 

L.     A  Member  of  Local  Church  enrolled  in  Ashland  College  or  Seminary   3 

!.  One  New  recruit  or  more  for  the  Brethren  Ministry  each  year  from  each  Local 
Church,  enrolled  in  Ashland  College  under  the  auspices  of  The  Ashland  Theolog- 
ical   Seminary    3 

i.     Support  of  the  Expansion  Program  for  Ashland  College  and  Seminary    3 

[.     Annual  Educational  Day  Offering  to  increase  per  member   3 


VI.     Benevolent  Board  Goals 

Active  participation  in  Ministers  Annuity  Plan,  and,  or  Social  Security   3 

An  annual  Benevolent  Day  Offering  for  Superannuated  Ministers,  and  the  Breth- 
ren's Home  at  Flora,  Indiana,  to  increase  over  previous  year   3 

Participation  in    the   "Food    For    The     Faithful"    project,    promoted    by    Breth- 
ren Youth    2 

VII.  Active  Auxiliary  Organizations  in  Every  Church 

Woman's    Missionary    Society    3 

Sisterhood  of  Mary  &  Martha    2 

Laymens    Organization    2 

Boys'    Brotherhood    2 

B.  Y.  C,  or  C.  E.   (Sunday  Evening  Youth)    3 

Visitation  Evangelism  Class  in  each  Church    2 

Active  Week   Night   Prayer   Meeting    3 

Signal  Lights  and/or  Junior  Church   2 


Total  score  for  this  local  Church 100  Your    Score 

The  above  National  Goals  report  in  its  revision  was  authorized  in  the  regular  Business  Session  of  the  Confer- 
ence, and  supersedes  the  former  Goals  Program  points.  Each  church  should  take  special  recognition  of  this  and 
tvork  toward  the  fulfilling  of  their  part  of  the  program.     Thus  the  National  Progi*am  may  be  completed  more  easily. 

All  Goals  must  be  evaluated  percentagewise,  where  your  Church  does  not  meet  its  full  requirements.  Your  Goals 
Committee  will  be  happy  to  help  explain  or  interpret  any  questions  you  may  have.  Please  keep  and  use  this  form 
is  a  guide  throughout  the  year.  Yours  for  a  Better  Goals  Program, 

The  National  Goals  Committee 

R.  K.   Higgins,   Chairman 
Robert  Keplinger,  Stat. 
Henry  Bates 
L.    0.    McCartneysmith 
E.  J.  Black 


The  Brethren  Evangelist  for  August  25th,  reported  the  names  and  scores  of  the  twelve 
highest  churches  in  the  Brotherhood  on  the  Goals  Achievement  Report.  We  would  encour- 
age all  of  our  churches  to  participate  in  the  1956-57  Goals  Program  so  that  there  might  be 
a  greater  total  of  churches  reported  and  points  attained  at  next  Conference  time.  W.  S.  B. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST! 


Tenfl-ative  Program 

MID-WEST  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE  OF  THE 

BRETHREN  CHURCH 

Cheyenne  Brethren  Church,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming 

October  11-14,  1956 


CONFERENCE  THEME:  "Power  for  Service" 

Thursday  evening,  October  11 

7:30     Song  Service 

7:45     Devotions    Cheyenne   Delegate 

8:00     Address  of  Welcome    Rev.   Frank  Garber 

Roll    Call    of   the  Churches    and    response    by    a 

Delegate  from  each  Church. 

Appointment  of  Committees 

Sermon   Rev.  J.  Milton  Bowman 

"Powerless  Churches  Die   Spiritually" 

Friday  morning,  October  12 

9:15     Song  Service 

9:25     Devotions Carleton  Delegate 

9:35     Business  Session: 

Report  of  Credential  Committee 
Election   of    Officers 
Report  of  Committee  on  Incorporation 
Report  of  Ministerial  Examining  Board 
Other  Business 
Announcements 

Special   Music    Cheyenne 

11:30     Moderator's  Address   Rev.  C.  R.  Stogsdill 

Friday  afternoon 

1:30     Song  Service 

1 :45     Devotions    Fort  Scott  Delegate 

1:55     Ashland   College  and  Seminary 

Ashland  College  Representative 

2 :25     Special    Music    Mulvane 

2 :30     Sermon    Rev.    Frank    W.    Garber 

"The  Source  of  Power" 
3:30     Group  Sessions: 

W.  M.   S.,  Laymen,  Ministers,  Youth 

Friday  evening 

7:30     Song  Service 

7:45     Devotions    McLouth    Delegate 

7 :55     Special  Music  Falls  City 

8:00     Sermon    Rev.  Myron   Dodds 

"Power  for  Service  in  0.  T.  Saints" 

Saturday  Morning,   October   13 

9:15     Song  Service 

9 :25     Devotions    Falls   City  Delegate 


CONFERENCE  OFFICERS 

Moderator   Rev.  Claude  R.  Stogsdil 

Vice-Moderator   Rev.  J.  Milton  Bowmai 

Secretary    Mrs.  Lucille  Davii 

Treasurer    Mrs.   Ernest   McKini 

Statistician    Mrs.   Dwight  Bishan 

Conference   Song  Director    (to  be   selected 

Conference  Pianist   Mrs.  Lucille  Davii. 

Guest  Speakers:  Representative  of  Ashland  CoUegi 

Representative  of  Mission  Board 
Representative  of   Brethren   Youtli 
Representative  of  Publication  Boar(i 


9:35     Business  Session:  j 

Woman's    Missionary    Report  ; 

Mrs.  Jennie  Lietsch,  District  Presideni 

Laymen Mr.  Lester  Pec]  J 

Camp  Wyandotte   Mrs.  Raymond  Lande  j 

Statistician    Mr.   Dwight  BisharJ 

District  Evangelist   Rev.  Frank  Garbe  { 

College    Trustee    John  Lichtj 

Unfinished  Business  ' 

New  Business  j 

11:25     Song  Service 

11 :30     Sermon    Rev.    John  Bowe 

"Power  for  Service  in  N.  T.  Saints" 


1:30 

1:45 
1:50 
2:00 


3:30 


Saturday   afternoon 

Song  Service 

Devotions    Morrill    Delegat 

Special   Music    Carletc 

Special  Reports: 

Brethren  Youth 

Sunday  School  Board 

Publishing  Company 

Missionary  Board 

Benevolent  Board 

Treasurer's  Report 

Secretary's  Report 

Resolution's  Committee  Report 
Open  discussion  on:    "Problems  of  the  District" 


Saturday  evening 


7:30     Song  Service 

7 :45     Devotions    Mulvane   Delegai 

7 :55     Special    Music    Morrs* 


iii 
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SjOO     Sermon    Rev.    Stedman  Aldis 

"Power  in  Personal  Life  Today" 

Sunday  morning,  October  14 


President's  Report 

Goals    Chairman    Report   and    Recommendations: 

Mrs.  Mary  Rieger 
Apointments   and  Announcements 

0:30     Sunday  School    Cheyenne  S.  S.  Supt.  Election  of  Officers 

1:00     Devotions     Moderator      Prayer    Mrs.   Frank   Garber 

Sermon    Rev.    Phil   Lersch 


Installation  of  Officers 


WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

Theme:  "Building  For  Christ" 

"Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields,  for  they  are 
rhite  already  to  harvest."  John  4:35. 

Friday  afternoon 

'relude  Cheyenne  W.  M.  S. 

3all  to  Worship Matthew  9:37,  38 

nvocation 

)Ong:  "Jesus  Calls  Us" 

)evotions    Mulvane  Delegate 

Special  Music   Morrill  W.  M.  S. 

'^ice-President's    National    Conference    Report: 

Written  by  Mrs.  J.  F.  Burton      President    Mrs.  Lauren  Lietsch,  Carleton,  Nebr. 

'anel  Discussion:  "Brethren  Women  at  Work"  Vice-President  Mrs.  John  Burton 

business:  Secretary-Treasurer.  .Mrs.    Lee   Howard,    Mulvane,    Kans. 

Secretary-Treasurer's    Report  S.  M.  M.  Patroness.  .Mrs.  Claude  Stogsdill,  Carleton,  Nebr. 


Saturday   afternoon 

Prelude Mulvane  W.  M.  S. 

Call  to  Worship Psalm  123:1-2 

Invocation 

Song:  "Jesus,  I  Come" 

Devotions    Carleton  Delegate 

Special  Music   Fort  Scott  W.  M,  S. 

Inspirational   Message    Guest  Speaker 

Business: 

Adoption  of  Goals  and  Project 

Memorial   Service    Falls  City  W.  M.  S. 

Installation  of   Officers    Mrs.  J.  Milton  Bowman 

Final  Secretaiy's  Report 
Closing  Song:  "Where  He  Leads  Me" 
W.  M.  S.  Benediction. 


W.  M.  S.  DISTRICT  OFFICERS 


SEVEN  REASONS  WHY  I  SHOULD  STAY  FOR  THE  WORSHIP 
SERVICE  ON  SUNDAY  MORNINGS 

1.  It  is  the  principle  service  of  the  Church. 

2.  This  is  my  church  and  I  should  encourage  it  in  every  way  pos- 
sible. 

3.  Through  this  service  the  Lord  speaks  to  His  people,  and  since  I 
am  one  of  them,  I  should  stay  to  hear  His  message. 

4.  My  own  soul  needs  what  the  Lord  has  provided  for  me  here  today. 

5.  I  need  to  help  others  appreciate  what  the  Lord  has  provided  for 
them,  too. 

6.  If  I  leave  after  Sunday  School  I  am  casting  my  own  personal 
testimony  against  the  Lord's  work  here. 

7.  Every  one  who  sees  me  leave  may  say,  "There  goes  a  Christian 
who  doesn't  care  whether  the  Lord's  work  is  continued,  and  has  never 
learned  his  place  in  truly  supporting  that  work." 

THINK !  brother,  sister,  THINK ! 

— Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Bulletin. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELISTJ 


IPrayer  IfUeeting 
Studies 


WATCH  AND  PRAY 

Christian,   seek  not  yet  repose; 
Cast  thy  dreams  of  ease  away, 
Thou  art  in  the  midst  of  foes; 
"Watch  and  pray." 

Principalities  and  powers. 
Mustering  their  unseen  array, 
Wait  for  thine  unguarded  hours; 
"Watch  and  pray." 

Gird  thy  heavenly  armour  on, 
Wear  it  ever  night  and  day; 
Ambused  lies  the  evil  one : 
"Watch  and  pray." 

Hear  above  all  thy  Lord, 
Him  thou  lovest  to  obey. 
Hide  within  thy  heart  His  Word, 
"Watch  and  pray." 

Watch  as  if  on  that  alone. 
Hung  the  issue  of  the  day; 
Pray  that  help  may  be  sent  down; 
"Watch  and  pray." 

— Selected. 

TN  THE  MODEL  daily  prayer  we  ask  for  guidance 
against  temptation  and  for  deliverance  from  evil 
(Matt.  6:13a).  Not  to  "watch  and  pray"  is  t(x  fail  (Matt. 
26:41).  There  can  be  no  peace  nor  victory  without  tak- 
ing everything  to  God  in  prayer  (Phil.  4:6,  7).  Not  to 
pray  is  to  walk  in  our  own  wilful  way,  void  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God  (Gal.  5:16;  Eph.  5:18;  4:30;  I  Thess.  5:19). 
Prayer  is  a  mighty  weapon,  and  to  watch  is  to  be  well 
armoured  (Eph.  6:10-17). 

"O  fight  the  good  fight  like  a  soldier; 

Put  on   the  whole   armor  of   God, 
The   belt   and   the   breast  plate  and  helmet. 

The    shoes    and    the    shield    and    the    sword; 
Then  pray  as  you  fight  'neath  His  banner. 
And  stand  'gainst  the  wiles  of  the  foe, 
The  Saviour  the  victory  will  give  you, 
And  be  with  you  where'er  you  go." 
To   "watch  and  pray"  entails  a  complete  and  continu- 
ous surrender  to  "the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus" 
(Phil.    3:7-14).    It   means    to    count    one's     self    dead    to 

sin,  and  yielded  and  alive  to  God  (Rom.  6:11-14).  The 
Devil  tempts  us  through  the  world,  flesh  and  pride  (1 
John  2:15).  But  our  desire  should  be  unto  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  righteous  for  the  redemption  of  our  bodily  and 
fleshly  nature  (Rom.  8:19-23).  We  shall  never  be  satis- 
fied until  we  awake  in  the  likeness  of  God's  Son  (Psalm 
17:15;    Rom.    8:29).    Meanwhile,    it  may    take    infirmities 


to   help  hold   our   fleshly   pride   into   subjection  that  thf 
power  of  Christ  may  have   sway    (2   Cor.  12:7-10). 

To  "watch  and  pray"  means  to  have  daily  light  fol 
daily  living  (1  John  1:3-7).  Daily  reliance  upon  the  Wor] 
of  God  gives  light  and  strength  for  victory  (Psalm  Hi' 
9,  11).  We  are  fortified  by  the  Word  and  sanctified  bi 
its  Truth  (John  17:17).  We  are  rooted  and  grounde; 
in  the  Word  of  God's  grace  (Acts  20:32;  Col.  2:6,  1]' 
To  live  a  consistent  life  of  faith  we  must  be  consisterj 
in  Bible  feeding  (Eph.  5:25,  26).  It  will  keep  us  froil 
the  first  steps  to  evil  (1  Thess.  5:22;  Gal.  5:26).  It  wi| 
send  us  out  to  win  souls,  which  will  help  to  keep  u! 
straight  (Psalm  126:6).  Ponder  on  the  wisdom  of  soil 
winning  (Prov.  11:30).  Not  to  win  souls  is  to  turn  one'i 
self  over  to  temptation  (John  15:2).  God  protects  Hij 
fruit-bearing  trees   (Deut.  20:20).  i 


Lesson 


Comments  ^^ 


by 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  September  30,  1956 

THE  GREAT  INVITATION 

Lesson:  Revelation  22:1-5,  8-9,  16-21 

GOD  DOES  NOT  make  known  to  His  People  all  tb 
good  things  which  He  hath  prepared  for  then 
There  will  be  surprises  in  Heaven!  "Eye  hath  not  seal 
nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  ( 
man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  thil 
love  Him"    (I   Cor.  2:9). 

Pertaining  to  the  future,  however,  much  has  been  r< 
vealed  in  the  book  of  the  Revelation.  John  was  give 
a  glimpse  into  the  "things  which  must  shortly  come  i 
pass"  (Rev.  1:1).  He  was  permitted  to  know  in  pa: 
what  the  Heavenly  Kingdom  would  be  like.  He  was  to', 
who  would  be  included,  as  well  as  who  would  be  excluded 
And  he  heard  "The  Great  Invitation"  extended  to  all  me: 

It  is  necessary  to  include  the  entire  book  of  the  Re' 
elation  if  a  complete  picture  of  Heaven  is  desired.  It 
possible,  however,  to  discover  much  about  the  New  Jern 
salem  from  chapters  21  and  22.  Our  lesson  is  limited 
chapter  22. 

Notice  what  is  said  about  Heaven  in  Revelation  22:1-: 

1.  All  activities  will  be  centered  around  "the  throi' 
of  God"  and  "the  Lamb" — (vs.  1). 

2.  "The  tree  of  life"  will  be  there.  This  is  the  tr 
which  was  once  situated  in  the  Garden  of  Eden.  Aft 
the  fall  of  Adam  and  Eve,  the  cherubim  with  flamii 
sword  guarded  the  tree  of  life  lest  they  would  eat  ther 
of  and  live — (vs.  2). 

3.  Heaven  will  be  free  from  the  curse  of  sin  which  h 
blighted  the  earth  and  all  that  is  therein — (vs.  3). 

4.  The  People  of  God  will  serve  Him  forever — (vs.  c 

5.  The  Lamb  of  God  will  be  there,  for  Vi^e  shall  see  Hi 
—(vs.  4).  i 
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6.  The  Redeemed  of  the  Lord  will  forevermore  be  iden- 
ified  with  the  Lord — (vs.  4). 

7.  No  night  will  darken  Heaven.  No  light  of  any  sort 
/ill  be  needed,  "for  the  Lord  God  giveth  them  light." 
-vs.  5.) 

8.  God's  Children  will  reign  with  Him  "for  ever  and 
ver" — (vs.  5). 

Who  will  be  permitted  access  into  this  wonderful  and 
:lorious  city?  "And  there  shall. in  no  wise  enter  into  it 
nything  that  defileth,  neither  whatsoever  worketh  abom- 
nation,  or  maketh  a  lie:  but  they  which  are  written  in  the 
jamb's  book  of  life"  (21:27).  The  Great  Invitation  is 
ow  extended  to  all  mankind:  "And  the  Spirit  and  the 
Tide  say,  Come.  And  let  him  that  heareth  say,  Come. 
Lnd  let  him  that  is  athirst  come.  And  whosoever  will,  let 
lim  take  the  water  of  life  freely"  (22:17). 

All  men,  therefore,  are  freely  invited  to  make  prepa- 
ation  to  enter  the  Heavenly  City.  The  way  has  been 
pened.  The  invitation  has  been  given.  He  who'  hears,  and 
omes,  and  accepts  the  terms  of  Jesus  Christ  may  enter. 
?ime  is  running  out.  The  Lord  says,  "Surely  I  come 
[uickly."  Whatever  is  done  must  be  done  NOW, 

COME!! 


mnday  School  Suggestions 

The    Sunday    School  Board   of 
The  Brethren  Church 

by     Jerry  Flora 


HOW  TO  VISIT  EFFECTIVELY 

"THERE  IS  NO  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  CONSECRATED 
!HOE  LEATHER."  With  this  quotation  from  George  A. 
Juttrick  we  present  the  following  principles  of  effective 
'isitation.  These  rules  were  used  by  canvassers  in  Ash- 
and  during  a  house-to-house  campaign  to  raise  money 
'or  a  new  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building;  only  a  few  minor  changes 
vere  necessary  to  adapt  them  to  the  Sunday  school  situa- 
ion. 

1.  You  must  be  a  sincere  Christian.  This  is  basic.  You 
nust  first  be  sold  on  your  product  before  you  can  sell 
)thers.  Only  after  you've  given  your  whole  life  to  Christ 
:an  you  talk  effectively  to  others  about  doing  the  same. 

2.  Know  the  facts.  People  like  to  do  business  with  a 
)erson  who  knows  what  he's  doing.  Know  the  facts  and 
:ake  time  to  explain  them  carefully  to  each  prospect.  Peo- 
ile  still  don't  know  all  about  Christ  and  His  church,  so 
t's  your  job  to  tell  them. 

3.  Be  positive.  There's  no  reason  why  you  should  be 
;imid  or  apologize  to  anyone.  Let  your  prospect  talk, 
aet  him  saying  "yes"  to  all  your  questions.  Don't  beat 
iround  the  bush.  Be  direct  and  to  the  point,  but  never 
irgue. 

4.  Face  to  face.  Telephone  visitation  is  good,  but  per- 
sonal calls  are  better.  Billions  of  dollars  have  been  raised 
by  personal   interviews.   Why   shouldn't   souls    be    raised 


from  sin  the  same  way?  There  is  still  no  substitute  for 
a  man-to-man  talk. 

5.  Let  them  look.  Give  the  prospect  a  Sunday  school 
paper  or  attractive  pamphlet,  a  church  bulletin  or  Bible 
class  quarterly.  If  you  are  dealing  with  the  question  of 
salvation,  let  him  read  the  Scripture  references  from  the 
Bible  for  himself. 

6.  Keep  the  prospect  card  out  of  sight.  It's  very  dis- 
turbing for  you  to  be  fumbling  with  the  card  when  you 
should  be  listening  carefully  to  the  other  person. 

7.  Leave  a  decision  card.  If  this  is  the  first  call  in  an 
unchurched  home,  leave  a  card  which  they  may  sign  to 
accept  Christ  or  transfer  their  church  membership  to 
your  church.  But  don't  proselyte  local  church  members. 

8.  Make  repeat  calls.  In  selling,  the  fourth  follow-up 
brings  the  highest  results.  Don't  settle  for  too  little  or 
close  too  quickly.  If  the  prospect  hesitates,  ask  him  to 
think  it  over.  Make  an  appointment  to  come  back  and 
then  bow  out  gracefully. 

9.  Work  in  pairs.  In  addition  to  being  more  interest- 
ing, it's  much  more  effective.  One  should  lead  in  the  con- 
versation while  the  other  stays  in  the  background.  How- 
ever, it  isn't  always  necessary  to  work  in  pairs.  Don't 
put  off  your  calling  indefinitely  while  you  are  looking 
or  waiting  for  a  partner. 

10.  Attend  workers'  meetings.  These  meetings  are 
sales  conferences  where  problems  are  ironed  out  and  re- 
sults are  reported.  There  is  no  substitute  for  being  pres- 
ent as  a  participating  member — whatever  the  objective. 

The  above  rules  will  build  Sunday  schools  as  well  as 
Y.  M.  C.  A.'s  only  if  they  are  applied.  Study  them,  pray 
about  them,  and  then  put  feet  under  your  prayers. 
"THERE  IS  NO  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  CONSECRATED 
SHOE  LEATHER." 


An  Interesting  Fable 

A  man  was  hunting  in  the  forest  when  a  storm 
came  up.  Looking  about  for  shelter  from  the  rain, 
he  found  and  crawled  into  a  hollow  log,  which 
fitted  quite  snugly.  The  rain  lasted  for  hours  and 
soaked  through  the  wood.  The  log  began  to  con- 
tract. 

When  the  storm  was  over,  the  hunter  was  un- 
able to  get  out.  The  log  held  him  tight,  and  final- 
ly exhausted,  the  man  gave  up,  knowing  that  he 
would  soon  starve  to  death.  His  life  flashed  be- 
fore him. 

Suddenly  he  remembered  that  he  had  not  at- 
tended Sunday  school  regularly  and  had  not  been 
supporting  the  church.  This  made  him  feel  so 
small  he  was  able  to  crawl  out  of  the  log  without 
any  difficulty.  — Selected. 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth  Director 
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GOOD  AFTERNOON  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the 
sports  world.  Football  season  is  here  again.  Your 
local  high  school  teams  ali'eady  have  a  couple  of  games 
under  their  belts  and  the  nation's  top  college  teams  are 
swinging  into  action.  The  Ashland  College  Eagles  en- 
countered Manchester  College  last  Saturday  and  they 
play  Wooster  College  on  Septem.ber  22. 

LISTEN!  You  can  hear  the  band  playing  the  school 
song  and  that  new  march  they  learned.  Look  at  those 
cheerleaders  stir  up  the  school  spirit.  Are  you  going  to 
the  bon  fire  and  pep  rally  next  Thursday  night  before 
the  big  game  ?  Did  you  see  Tom  on  crutches  yesterday 
at  school  ?  If  we  have  another  losing  season,  it  won't 
take  us  long  to  get  another  coach.  Boy,  I  hope  we  beat 
Centerville  Tech  this  year.  Eemember  what  they  did  last 
season  to  our  small  and  inexperienced  squad. 

Yes,  football  season  is  here  again.  Many  Brethren 
Youth  will  either  be  on  the  team  or  in  the  stands  to  give 
of  their  time,  energy  and  spirit  to  aid  in  producing  vic- 
tory. I,  personally,  love  the  game  of  football  very  much. 
Without  question  it  is  the  sport  I  would  rather  watch 
and  participate  in  above  all  others.  I  say  these  things 
remembering  my  battlescars  from  past  misfortunes  on 
the  gridiron.  From  these  experiences  I  can  also  recall 
how  excited  and  enthusiastic  several  hundreds  of  people 
can  become  over  a  fumble  or  a  touchdown.  Some  even 
think  the  world  is  going  to  come  to  an  end  if  their  fav- 
orite teams  happens  to  lose. 

Football  can  also  be  thought  of  as  a  training  ground 
for  leadership,  character,  sportsmanship  and  physical  en- 
durance. Football  is  really  a  great  game! 

BUT  WHILE  THE  AMBASSADORS  were  traveling 
from  Waterloo,  Iowa  to  Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois  on  Septem- 
ber 10,  I  let  my  mind  wander  and  began  musing  a  bit 
about  the  connection  between  the  game  of  football  and 
the  game  of  Christian  Life.  And,  as  much  as  I  like  foot- 
ball, I  readily  admit  that  this  "game"  of  living  for  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  greatest  for  each  one  of  us. 

If  advance  notices  were  issued  and  posted,  they  might 
read  that  the  game  to  be  played  everyday  is  the 

AMBASSADORS     of     LOVE 

versus 

PROMOTERS     of     HATRED 

Since  the  teams  are  already  on  the  field  of  play,  it  is 
necessary  to  give  you  .  .  . 


THE  LINE-UP 

PROMOTERS 

E 

Indifference 

T 

Self-sufficienc 

G 

Animosity 

C 

Damnation 

G 

Prejudice 

T 

Ignorance 

E 

Falsehood 

QB 

Hatred 

HB 

War 

HB 

Doubt 

FB 

Self 

AMBASSADORS 

Trust 

Faith 

Friendship 

Salvation 

Kindness 

Knowledge 

Truth 

Love 

Peace 

Hope 

Prayer 

PLAY  BY  PLAY 

The  plays  from  scrimmage  that  take  place  in  this  gam; 
are  different  in  each  one  of  oui^  lives,  so  it  is  impossibll 
to  relate  a  play-by-play  account  for  you.  But  this  oii| 
thing  is  certain.  You  must  decide,  by  the  life  you  aii 
living  and  the  choices  you  make,  for  which  side  you  arl 
cheering.  \ 

Check  that  line-up  again.  Are  you  playing  tackle  o 
the  team  where  Satan  calls  the  plays  or  are  you  inj  that 
huddle  where  Jesus  Christ  gives  guidance  and  instructioi 
for  the  next  move  to  be  made?  You're  either  one  plac; 
or  the  other,  for  no  one  is  allowed  to  run  up  and  dowj 
the  field  trying  to  play  for  both  squads.  A  "lukewarm 
athlete  doesn't  stay  in  the  game  long. 

Have  we  made  this  challenge  of  living  for  Christ  an 
following  His  virtues  too  down-to-earth?  I  hope  not.  Fin 
your  position  on  the  right  team.  Associate  with  the  othtl 
members  of  the  squad  who  can,  and  are  willing,  to  teac 
you  to  play  the  position  well.  They  can  be  easily  four 
at  Sunday  School,  Church  services,  Brethren  Youth  Cn 
sader  meetings  and  daily  Bible  study.  But  you  must  see 
them  out  and  accept  what  they  have  for  you  to  learn. 

PLAY  THE  GAME  WELL.  Give  it  every  ounce  ( 
strength  and  sincerity  you've  got.  Make  your  trainir 
schedule  rigid  and  tough  so  you  will  be  in  top  "spiritua 
condition  when  the  contest  is  at  its  height.  Then  you  wi 
be  an  asset  to  your  team — the  "team"  we  know  is  gi 
ing  to  win. 

UNCONNECTED 

It's  all  right  to  begin  at  home,  but  go  ye  into  all  tl 
world. 

Seen  on  a  church  bulletin  board  by  the  Ambassador 
as  they  traveled: 

"The  world  is  full  of  willing  people.  Half  of  them  a 
willing  to  work  and  the  other  half  is  willing  to  let  them 
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•tXr*  0^06^  ^^Q6^ 

by   Helen  ]ordan 


RECENTLY,  I  was  visiting  friends  in  the  beautiful 
"X.  country  side  of  Pennsylvania.  The  scenery  was  gor- 
eous.  No  artist  could  put  upon  canvas  the  beauty  of 
rod's  handiwork  which  is  everywhere. 

As  I  meditated  upon  God's  word,  the  presence  of  our 
[eavenly  Father  was  very  close.  This  scripture  verse 
ame  to  me.  "For  every  beast  of  the  forest  is  mine,  and 
he  cattle  upon  a  thousand  hills."  Psalm  50:10,  and  also 
'salm  121:1,  2,  "I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills, 
rom  whence  cometh  my  help.  My  help  cometh  from  the 
jord,  which  made  heaven  and  earth."  What  a  precious 
iromise  to  the  Christian  to  know  His  abiding  love  in- 
wells  our  hearts.  Earthly  things  will  pass  away  but 
lis   word    will    never   pass  away. 

Several  years  ago  I  was  desperate  ill;  my  life  hung  in 
he  balance  as  it  were.  While  being  taken  to  the  operating 
■oom  Psalm  121  came  to  me  also,  "The  Lord  is  MY  Shep- 
lerd;  I  shall  not  want."  As  I  talked  to  my  Lord,  a  sweet 
)eace  flooded  my  soul.  "Not  my  will,  Lord  but  Thine  be 
lone."  The  prayers  of  friends  and  Brethren  were  an- 
wered.  The  Lord  brought  me  through  for  His  honor  and 
:lory. 

He  is  a  wonderful  Saviour.  Let  ust  trust  our  Lord  and 
saviour  and  be  not  afraid.  He  will  take  us  through  every 
rial.  Some  days  may  be  sunny  and  others  stormy  but 
emember: 

"Just  when  I  need  Him  most, 
Just  when  I  need  Him  most; 
Jesus  is  near  to  comfort  and  cheer. 
Just  when   I   need   Him   most." 

(William  C.  Poole.) 

We  need  to  pray  more.  No  matter  how  we  pray,  if 
)ur  hearts  are  not  in  tune  with  God,  our  prayers  do  not 
JO    any   higher  than    our  lips. 

People  are  reading  our  lives.  We  are  the  only  Bible 
some  people  read.  Let  us  make  our  testimony  count  by 
iving  lives  pleasing  to  God. 

Do  not  neglect  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together 
n  God's  house  for  Sunday  School,  morning  and  evening 
vorship  service,  prayer  meeting  and  other  organizations 
)f  our  church.  The  folks  who  PRAY  together  stay  to- 
gether. 

I   "As  the  earth  needs  the  clouds  and  sunshine, 
I       Our  souls  need  both  sorrow  and  joy; 
So  He  places  us  oft  in  the  furnace, 
The  dross   from   the    gold   to  destroy. 

As  we    travel    through   life's    shadowed   valley. 

Fresh  springs  of  His  love  ever  rise; 
And  we  learn  that  our  sorrows   and  losses. 

Are  blessings  just  sent  to  disguise. 


So    we'll    follow    wherever    He    leadeth. 

Let  the  path  be  dreary  or  bright; 
For   we've    proved    that   our   God  will  give    comfort. 

Our  God  can  give  songs  in  the  night." 

(Unknown.) 

Mrs.   Leona   V.  Wallace, 

Sergeantsville,  New  Jersey. 


ri 


FAST.  Mrs.  Florence  Fast,  aged  91,  passed  to  her  re- 
ward, June  12,  1956.  Mrs.  Fast  had  been  a  long  time 
member,  contributing  much  when  our  present  building 
was  built  in  1908.  She  had  been  staying  with  her  daugh- 
ter at  Delfi,  Ind.,  for  the  past  several  years.  Member, 
Roanoke    Brethren  Church. 

P.  D.  Tinkel. 

nnanannnnnanannnnDnnnnaGaaanDDnnaannnnna 
naannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnannnannnnnnnannnnnna 

A  NEW  BIBLE  FOR  THE  BLIND  OF  JAPAN 

On  August  6,  1956  there  was  a  large  service  at  the 
Ginza  Church  in  downtown  Tokyo,  as  both  sighted  and 
blind  persons  came  to  celebrate  the  completion  of  the 
New  Japanese  Kogati  (colloquial)  Braille  Bible  for  the 
blind  of  Japan.  This  Bible  is  in  32  volumes  requiring  five 
feet  of  shelf  space.  The  Old  Testament  is  in  24  volumes 
and  the  New  Testament  in  8.  As  the  new  edition  is  in  the 
language  which  all  the  people  of  Japan  can  easily  under- 
stand, it  will  be  widely  welcomed  by  finger-tip  readers 
wherever  Japanese  is  spoken.  There  are  140,000  blind 
persons  in  Japan. 


BagqaaDngpanapaDnDnaaaaaaDnaDnna 
DapappppppDPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPan 


BIBLES   FOR  TWA   PLANES 

Bibles  are  now  being  placed  on  all  of  the  new  Super-G 
Constellation  airplanes  of  Trans-World  Airlines.  Captain 
G.  C.  Duvall,  a  pilot  for  TWA  on  the  Chicago-Los  An- 
geles run,  recently  was  presented  with  a  Bible  to  place 
on  the  Super-G  plane  he  would  be  flying.  It  was  Captain 
Duvall  who  suggested  several  years  ago  that  in  addition 
to  a  full  supply  of  current  magazines  on  each  plane 
there  should  be  a  Bible.  Since  then  TWA  has  carried 
Bibles  furnished  by  the  American  Bible  Society,  on  all 
TWA  flights  in  the  United  States.  Captain  Duvall  dis- 
cussed his  plan  with  the  late  Ralph  S.  Damon,  president 
of  TWA  who  thought  the  idea  was  a  good  one. 
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BOOKS?    YES,   WE   HAVE   THEM! 


365  daily 
Devotional  Meditations 

by 
Andrew  Murray 

$2.50 


Honest  Questions 
by  Teen-agers 
Honest  answers 

by 

Eugenia  Price 

cloth  $2.00 

paper  $1.00 


The  SECRET 
Is  CHRIST! 

by 

Leslie  Parrott 

$2.00 


Full  of  Excellent 

Programs 

by 

Theodore  W.  Engstrom 

$2.00 


A  Series  of 

Nature 

Messages 

by 

John  Huss 

$L75 


By  the  writer  of 

the  famous 

"Unshackled" 

Eugenia  Price 

$2.00 


Springs  in  the  Valley 

and 

Streams  in  the  Desert 

Devotional  Books 

by 

Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Cowman 

$2.25  each 


A  Complete 
Program  for 
Every  Week 
in  the  year 

by 

Theodore  W.  Engstrom 

$2.00 


Please  add  10c  for  postage  for  each  book 

Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  "Cleaning  Evening"  was  an 
event  of  September  11th,  when  the  members  and  friends 
gathered  at  the  new  parsonage  to  clean  and  ready  it  for 
the  arrival  of  their  new  pastor.  Brother  Lyle  Lichten- 
bei'ger,  and  family.  The  Lichtenberger's  household  goods 
arrived  in  Sarasota  the  last  of  August.  As  of  this  writ- 
ing, the  Lichtenbergers  are  now  living  in  their  new 
home,  and  are  at  work  in  this  promising  new  field. 

OAK  HILL,  W.  VA.  Baptismal  services  were  held  on 
August  26th. 

Brother  Milton  M.  Robinson  reports  the  addition  of 
six  new  members  as  a  result  of  their  recent  Revival 
Meetings. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
notes  in  his  bulletin  that  much  needed  floor  covering  for 
the  parsonage  kitchen  and  bath  room  has  recently  been 
selected.  Paper  was  also  selected  for  the  kitchen.  Brother 
Ankrum  adds:  "When  this  is  completed,  the  entire  first 
floor  will  have  been  renovated  and  redecorated." 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN. 
Brother  Elmer  M.  Keck  writes  to  the  Editor  the  fact 
that  he  has  recently  been  to  the  Brethren's  Home  in 
Flora,  Indiana,  and  has  taken  new  pictures  of  the  resi- 
dents. He  says  that  he  is  having  some  black  and  white 
prints  made,  for  use  in  publishing  the  pictures  in  the 
Evangelist.  (The  publishing  of  the  pictures  of  the  Breth- 
ren's Home  residents  and  their  birthdays  has  become  an 
annual  feature  of  the  Evangelist.  They  will  appear  at  a 
later  date.  ED.) 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Brother  W.  D.  Keeling  was 
guest  speaker  in  the  Masontown  Methodist  church  on 
September  2nd. 

WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  Brother  H.  R.  Garland 
reports  the  baptism  of  one  recently  and  adds  that  this 
makes  a  total  of  10  received  into  the  church  since  the 
first  of  April. 

Remodelling  work  on  the  Sunday  School  Class  rooms 
was    scheduled   to   begin  late   in  September. 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Richard  Allison,  Ashland 
Seminary  student,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  Williams- 
town  church  at  morning  and  evening  services  on  Sep- 
tember 23rd. 


BELLEFONTAINE,  OHIO,  GRETNA  BRETHREN. 
Brother  George  W.  Solomon  reports  the  baptism  of  five  J 
new  members  on  September  16th. 

CANTON,  OHIO,  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Open  House| 
was  observed  at  the  parsonage  on  September  23rd. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Brother  Alvin  H.  Grumbling  reports:| 
"Our  parking  lot  is  coming  along  nicely.  Some  136  tons 
of  stone  have  been  hauled  in,  and  it  is  usable  now.  A 
curbing  is  yet  to  be  put  in  along  the  north  side." 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Our  sympathies  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Robert  Holsinger  in  the  loss  of  infant  Brian 
Thomas  Holsinger,  bom  September  12th  and  who  passed  j 
away  September  14th.  Graveside  services  were  conducted! 
September  15th  by  Dr.  R.  F.  Porte.  i 

Brother  H.  E.  Eppley  filled  the  Warsaw  pulpit  on  Sep-! 
tember  16th. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Clint  Milliken,  a  nationalljl 
known  magician  who  has  attended  the  South  Bend  churcl:! 
for  some  time,  and  Pastor  J.  D.  Hamel,  are  scheduled  tc| 
combine  magic  and  a  Biblical  message  Sunday  evening] 
September  30th.  | 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Henry 
Bates  has  inaugurated  a  "Book  of  the  Week"  Club,  at 
of  September  9th.  Members  received  a  check  sheet  oi 
which  each  week,  they  can  keep  a  record  of  their  pro- 
gress in  Bible  reading.  The  next  Sunday  evening,  Brothe) 
Bates  brings  a  message  based  upon  the  theme  of  th( 
"Book  of  the  Week."  Emphasis  in  the  current  progran. 
is  on  Old  Testament  books  of  the  Bible.  ' 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Mrs.  E.  J.  Black  brought  thd 
morning  and  evening  messages  in  the  Muncie  church  oi 
September  2nd. 

Brother  Kenneth  Howard  was  guest  speaker  in  th' 
Muncie  church  at  morning  and  evening  services  on  Sepj 
tember  9th  and  16th.  ] 

Let  us  continue  to  remember  Brother  Black  in  oui 
prayers,  that  he  might  experience  a  full  recovery  bl 
health.  j 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Brother  R.  K.  Higgins  was  thj 
Homecoming  speaker  at  the  Salem  EUB  church  the  af 
ternoon  of  September  16th. 

Brother  Higgins  is  the  scheduled  speaker  at  the  Lore'J 
Brethren  Homecoming  on  October  7th. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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J^e  Editor's 


Pulpit 


Iriow  fHuch? 

CHURCH  LITERATURE  —  Denominational 
magazines,  local  church  bulletins — pastors 
and  religious  leaders — are  pretty  fairly  consistent 
in  the  effort  of  teaching  Christian  Stewardship, 
rhe  effectiveness  of  their  teachings,  though,  is, 
another  matter. 

A  look  at  the  facts  and  figures  reveal  that  the 
average  contribution  by  the  members  of  41 
;hurch  bodies  in  1955  averaged  $48.81.  This  fig- 
ure, reported  in  the  annual  "Yearbook  of  Ameri- 
can Churches,"  varies  only  slightly  from  that  of 
H8.48,  as  reported  for  Protestant  bodies  in  the 
Q.  S.  and  Canada,  in  "Stewardship  Facts." 

There  being  52  weeks  in  the  year,  it  indicates 
that  the  entire  Protestant  Christendom  is  being 
supported  in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada  on  an  amount 
Df  less  than  $1.00  per  week  per  member!  If  this 
amount  were  evaluated  by  the  instruction  of  the 
lithe,  it  would  mean  that  the  average  Protestant 
family  is  earning  $10.00  per  week  per  member 
belonging  to  church — or  $500.00  a  year  per  church 
member  in  the  family. 

We  must  keep  in  mind  that  this  is  average. 
Some  church  groups — the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church,  at  $176.91  per  member — and  Seventh 
Day  Adventists,  at  $173.94  per  member — far  ex- 
ceed the  average.  "Stewardship  Facts"  notes 
that  there  are  seven  church  bodies  whose  annual 
average  giving  is  more  than  $100  per  member. 
This  is  more  than  twice  the  national  average ;  the 
leading  groups  are  giving  more  than  31/2  times 
the  national  average.  Some  church  bodies  must 
necessarily  be  very  low  in  their  giving.  They  are. 

Several  questions  come  to  mind.  If  some 
groups  can  do  it,  why  can't  we?  How  do  they  do 
it  in  the  face  of  arguments  we  ordinarily  hear 
from  people  about  giving  to  the  Church — and  to 
its  Denominational  programs? 

The  above  questions  are  important  to  us  inas- 
much as  "Stewardship  Facts"  lists  our  average 
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per  member  giving  as  below  the  national  aver- 
age— or  $43.82  per  member!  The  figures  are  ac- 
curate, too,  because  they  were  taken  from  our 
1955-56  Brethren  Annual. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Evangelist  we 
have  given  you  a  report  of  our  churches  which 
have  responded  to  the  request  of  the  Co-Ordinat- 
ing  Finance  Committee  to  send  in  their  per  capita 
giving  to  Denominational  work.  The  suggested 
minimum,  you  will  remember,  was  $12.00  per 
member  per  year.  "Stewardship  Facts"  reports 
our  average  Denominational  giving  as  $8.37  per 
member. 

The  record  stands.  Out  of  this  $43.82  per  mem- 
ber average,  we  are  supporting  our  local  church 
work  at  the  rate  of  5  to  1  in  relation  to  our  giv- 
ing to  our  Denominational  work — the  outreach  of 
the  church.  It  looks  very  much  that  since  we  are 
supporting  our  local  work  sufficiently  well,  that 
our  vision  needs  to  be  raised  to  where  we  shall 
be  supporting  the  outreach  of  the  church  by  an 
equal  amount.  If  such  were  the  case,  our  total 
giving  even  then,  would  be  just  about  half  of 
what  leading  church  bodies  are  now  doing! 

Before  we  start  making  excuses  about  any 
phase  of  our  giving,  let  us  go  back  and  ask  our- 
selves again  the  question,  "If  other  church  bodies 
can  give  $150  or  more  a  year  per  member,  why 
can't  we?"  We  are  not  going  to  answer  it  now. 
What  we  want  you  to  do  is  to  study  the  cartoon 
on  the  f  rontis  of  this  magazine,  to  read  the  excel- 
lent stewardship  message  by  Pastor  Horace  Huse 
in  this  issue,  to  read  the  Missionary  Board  page, 
and  the  report  of  the  Co-Ordinating  Finance  Com- 
mittee. We  want  pastors  to  read  and  study  the 
copies  of  "Stewardship  Facts"  as  supplied  recent- 
ly by  the  Missionary  Board,  to  preach  sermons 
and  conduct  classes  of  Stewardship  in  which  the 
stewardship  experiences  of  other  churches  as 
found  in  this  interesting  booklet  are  expounded. 
Do  all  of  this  prayerfully  and  in  the  spirit  of 
dedication,  and  you  will  have  your  answer  to  the 
question. — W.  S.  B. 
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The  Church  as  a  Steward 

Rev.  Horace  Huse 


"CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP,"  writes  Dr.  Walton  H. 
Greever,  secretary  emeritus  of  the  United  Lutheran 
Church,   "is   the   practice  of  the    Christian  religion." 

That  puts  the  emphasis  right  where  it  belongs.  Chris- 
tian stewardship  is  what  I  ^  after  I  have  once  said, 
"I  believe."  It's  the  response  of  my  whole  life  to  Christ 
out  of  gratitude  for  His  redeeming  love  that  meant 
death  on  the  cross.  It's  the  giving  of  everything  I  am 
and  everything  I  have  to  Him  to  be  used  as  He  directs. 
It's  total  commitment,  and  willing  witnessing  on  the 
basis  of  such  a  commitment.  It's  the  fruitage  of  my  life. 
It's  faith  in  action.  It  is  the  "good  works"  that  Luther 
insists  "are  compelled  by  faith."  I  repeat,  Christian 
stewardship  is  what  I  do  after  I  have  once  said,  "I  be- 
lieve." 

Christian  stewardship  is  not  merely  one  way  of  ex- 
pressing my  faith  and  devotion  to  God.  It  is  rather  the 
commitment  of  my  whole  life  to  Him.  It  is  not  only  re- 
turning to  God  a  portion  of  the  material  blessings  He 
had  given  me,  but  the  full  dedication  to  Him  of  every- 
thing I  have — my  money,  my  interests,  my  abilities  and 
energies,  my  loyalty,  my  service,  my  time, — all  my  life's 
resources.  No,  not  just  a  portion  of  them;  but  all  of 
them.  Not  in  an  attitude  of  paying  a  debt — for  God's  gifts 
are  without  money  and  without  price.  It  is  the  gift  of 
my  whole  life  to  Him — my  whole  life  in  thanksgiving  to 
Him  for  His  grace. 

Christian  stewardship  always  begins  with  God  and 
His  goodness  to  me.  It  is  false  if  it  is  rooted  anywhere 
else.  Stewardship  practiced  in  the  hope  of  earning  special 
favors  from  God  or  as  a  way  of  salvation  is  unworthy  of 
the  name.  Christian  stewardship  is  my  spontaneous  re- 
sponse to  God's  love  for  me  and  His  goodness  to  me — 
His  daily  forgiveness  of  my  sins.  His  hourly  provision  for 
my  needs.  His  constantly  abiding  presence  giving  me  His 
own  abundant  life.  And  for  all  that,  if  I  am  a  real  Chris- 
tian, I  am  compelled  to  give  Him  my  best — my  all. 

However,  in  searching  for  ways  to  express  my  grati- 
tude to  God,  I  will  find  it  easy  to  slip  heedlessly  into 
the  snare  of  the  popular  religionist  who  by  his  wilful 
ignorance  tells  me  that  a  Christian's  stewardship  is  ful- 
filled by  regular  church  attendance,  by  seiwing  on  boards 


(Vice  Moderator's  Address — Pennsylvania  District  Con- 
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and  committees,  and  by  regular  offerings.  So  in  self- 
righteous  assent  I  may  fall  into  the  same  rut  comfortably 
lived  in  for  many  years  by  so  many  self-styled  Chris- 
tians. But  if  I  would  know  the  meaning  of  true  Christiani 
stewardship,  I  will  find  it  only  as  I  strive  to  live  out  thej 
example  of  my  Lord's  life  in  the  days  of  His  flesh.  I  will  I 
give  encouragement  to  the  despairing,  comfort  to  the! 
sorrowing,  forgiveness  to  the  wrongdoer,  help  to  the| 
needy,  love  to  the  unlovely.  I  will  share  my  life  with  all] 
with  whom  I  associate,  bringing  joy  and  peace  and  hope'l 
to  as  many  of  them  as  I  can,  in  spite  of  my  own  prob-l 
lems,  and  vexations,  and  sorrows.  I  will  bring  them  facei 
to  face  with  a  kind  and  merciful  Heavenly  Father  whclj 
wants  only  their  love  and  fellowship,  and  seeks  abovej 
all  else  the  highest  fulfillment  of  their  lives  in  com-j 
munion  with  Him.  I  will  give  myself  and  all  I  have  tc! 
my  fellowmen  in  joyful,  sacrificial  service,  rememberingi 
how  Christ  has  given  Himself  to  me  without  measure;; 
Christ  alone  can  be  the  standard  for  my  giving,  thej 
measure  of  my  stewardship.  ! 

Now  if  this  is  the  real  picture  of  Christian  steward! 
ship,  and  I  believe  that  it  is,  what  is  true  of  the  indij 
vidual  Christian  life  must  of  necessity  apply  to  the  fell 
lowship  of  the  many  Christians  in  the  life  of  the  church  i 
Just  as  at  its  highest  idealism  in  the  time  of  the  apos 
ties,  when  "the  company  of  those  who  believed  were  oj 
one  heart  and  soul,  and  no  one  said  that  any  of  thi 
things  which  he  possessed  was  his  own,  but  they  ha- 
everything  in  common  .  .  .  And  distribution  was  madii 
to  each  as  any  had  need"  (Acts  4:32,  35);  so  today  tb 
church  awaits  the  transforming  power  of  such  dedica 
tion  of  life  and  property.  And  in  the  power  of  thi 
spirit  of  service  the  church  will  once  again  turn  thj 
world  upside  down  with  its  gospel  of  love  and  hope. 

But   if   the   empowerment   of  the   church   depends  upo:,| 
its   spirit   of  sacrifice  and  dedication  to   the   stewardshili 
of  the  gospel   of  Christ,  how  is  it    to  attain    this    ideej 
as  long  as  it  continues  to  selfishly  place  its  major  emj 
phasis   upon   providing   for   itself,  and  letting   its   servic 
to  the  world  come  out  of  the  surplus,  or  worse  yet,  giv 
no  forethought  to  its  program  of  service  at  all  ?  Not  th£ , 
the   local  church  should   make   no   effort   to   be   self-sui{ 
porting — it   should  make   every  effort  to  do  so;   but  tli! 
tragic    truth    is    that    few    Brethren    Churches    show  an 
adequate   foresight    in   planning    their    programs    of   se: 
vice  at  all. 

In    1955    we   kept    hearing    warnings    of    an   imminei; 
recession   or  depression  in  this  country.  But  what  gaij 
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the  American  people  more  faith  in  the  future  than  any- 
thing else  was  the  steel  industry's  increased  budgets  for 
expansion  in  1956,  Did  you  hear  of  any  increase  in  budget 
for  expansion  in  your  church  ?  How  in  the  world  are  the 
members  of  our  churches,  let  alone  those  who  are  not, 
going  to  see  evidence  of  vision  and  progress  in  the 
Brethren  Churches  when  we  don't  even  take  the  trouble 
to  make  up  a  budget  for  the  coming  year?  If  any  busi- 
ness tried  to  operate  by  such  slipshod  methods,  it  would 
^0  bankrupt  in  short  order.  Are  not  our  churches  more 
important  to  us  than  any  business?  Then  should  not  their 
programs  be  planned  with  equal  or  even  greater  care 
md  foresight  than  we   give  our  businesses? 

Our  churches  need  to  teach  the  deadliness  of  the  sins 
)f  selfishness,  covetousness,  and  greed.  But  when  it  comes 
;ime  to  consider  expanding  the  program  of  the  church, 
;he  hue  and  cry  is  to  cut  expenses,  as  though  the  lower 
;he  costs,  the  better  it  is  for  the  church.  Brethren,  this 
s  not  the  religion  our  Lord  knew  and  lived  and  taught, 
rhe  living  expression  of  His  faith  is  found  in  His  giving: 
jiving  sight  to  the  blind,  hearing  to  the  deaf,  health  to 
;he  sick,  life  to  the  dead;  giving  strength  to  the  weary, 
lope  to  the  despairing,  love  to  the  sinner,  forgiveness 
;o  the  penitent.  We  can  do  no  less,  if  we  are  to  be  like 
lim.  We  must  give  as  He  gave — to  the  last  ounce  of 
strength,  to  the  last  drop  of  blood. 

In  its  business  dealings,  does  the  church  expect  to 
)ay  market  prices  for  its  purchases?  Perhaps  some  do; 
)ut  many  do  not.  They  insist  upon  discounts  or  they  re- 
cuse to  do  business.  The  church  is  not  a  charity  institu- 
;ion.  It  has  no  right  to  expect  honest  business  men  to 
lell  to  it  at  below  market  prices.  If  the  merchant,  of 
lis  own  choice  and  out  of  love  for  God,  makes  such  a 
jift  to  the  church,  it  should  be  received  with  gratitude 
md  acknowledged  as  a  gift.  I  know  a  businessman  who 
nakes  it  a  matter  of  personal  pride  to  give  a  10%  dis- 
;ount  on  all  purchases  by  church  organizations.  I  feel 
luite  certain  that  this  is  a  substitute  for  Christian 
stewardship.  Now  I  ask  you,  what  is  this  doing  to  that 
nan's  soul? 

Another  unethical  business  practice  often  practiced  by 
;he  church  is  to  go  into  business,  selling  dinners,  mer- 
chandise, and  other  things.  But  is  this  not  unfair  com- 
Detition  with  the  Christian  restaurant  owner  and  mer- 
chant? Certainly  it  is  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ  that 
orompts  these  unchristian  ideas  of  stewardship  in  the 
phurch.  If  the  church  is  to  lead  its  members  into  the 
Ijrace  of  generous  giving  and  dedicated  living,  it  must 
|irst  practice  an  irreproachable  stewardship  itself. 

At  present,  our  Brethren  missionary  program  is  cur- 
jailed  far  below  its  real  potential.  Our  church  extension 
)rogram  is  very  limited.  We  allow  our  aged,  dependent 
ninisters  and  their  widows  to  live  on  a  mere  pittance, 
—and  even  this  recently  had  to  be  cut.  Our  college  and 
pminary  are  in  debt.  And  still  our  local  churches  plod 
iilong  their  way,  giving  little  heed  to  the  needs  of  the 
llenomination,  or  of  the  world,  or  even  to  the  deeper  needs 
•f  the  members  whose  lives  are  being  shriveled  up  by 
heir  selfish  giving  habits.  It  is  evident,  then,  is  it  not, 
hat  both  as  individuals  and  churches  we  desperately 
leed  to  be  converted  from  selfishness  and  hypocrisy  to  a 
^hristlike  awareness  of  our  stewardship  of  everything 
ve  have. 


Are  Vou  WilllBj?  to  Give  the  Lord  His  Sh*-- 


The  time  has  come  when  we  must  give  ourselves 
wholly  to  the  task  of  saving  the  world,  not  only  from 
spiritual  lostness,  but  also  from  physical  destruction. 
We  cannot  help  but  know  that  God  is  as  concerned  for 
the  ignorant,  ill-clad,  undernourished,  diseased  millions  of 
our  world  as  He  is  for  us  who  by  His  grace  are  rich  in 
this  world's  goods.  And  if  God  is  concerned,  so  must  we 
be  concerned,  if  we  really  mean  to  love  and  serve  Him. 

We  need  to  look  upon  others  as  our  Lord  Jesus  saw 
them,  as  our  brothers  in  need.  We  need  to  give  ourselves 
in  compassion  and  mercy  to  those  who,  perhaps  unknown 
even  to  themselves,  are  seeking  some  better  way  of  life. 
We  need  to  share  our  superabundance  of  wealth  with  our 
poverty-stricken  neighbors  at  home  and  across  the  seas. 
We  need  to  insist  upon  equality  of  opportunity  and  upon 
the  dignity  of  all  men  both  in  our  own  country  and  in 
all  the  world.  We  need  to  share  our  medical,  scientific, 
and  agricultural  achievements  with  those  who  are  hope- 
lessly and  helplessly  watching  the  world  go  by  their 
poverty-stricken  doors.  We  must  share  our  educational 
and  cultural  advantages  with  the  fear-ridden,  underpriv- 
ileged nations  and  races  of  the  entire  world.  We  must 
minister  the  grace  of  God  to  the  war-torn  peoples  of 
Algeria,  Egypt,  Syria,  Israel,  Jordan,  Poland,  Korea, 
Argentina,  China,  Eussia.  We  must  take  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  His  love  to  the  yellow  and  olive- 
skinned  peoples  of  Asia,  to  the  red-skinned  natives  of 
the  Americas,  to  the  dark-skinned  races  of  Africa,  and, 
yes,  even  to  the  white  men  of  Europe  and  America.  We 
must  do  these  things,  not  because  it  is  good  politics, 
not  because  it  is  necessary  to  avert  war  and  stave  off 
communism,  but  because  as  Christian  stewards,  in  grate- 
fulness to  God  for  His  super-abundant  provision  of  the 
good  things  of  life,  we  have  to  share  our  blessings  with 
others. 

What  has  been  our  response  to  these  needs  in  the  past? 
The  Co-Ordinating  Finance  Committee  of  the  General  Con- 
ference reported  last  year  that  an  average  of  less  than 
V2  of  1%  of  our  Brethren  families'  income  went  to  mis- 
sion work  in  1954.  Our  average  per  member  giving  is 
below  that  of  all  churches  combined.  Instead  of  the 
Scriptural  standard  of  10%,  our  national  average  is  3%. 
This  means  that  our  church,  which  has  long  claimed  to 
be  a  New  Testament  Church,  is  actually  carrying  a  70% 
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debt  on  its  Christian  stewardship.  We  could  do  3  times 
as  much  Christian  missionary  and  benevolent  work  as 
we  are  now  doing — if  we  were  really  a  stewardship- 
minded  church. 

This  is  not  an  impossible  goal.  The  Church  of  the  Naz- 
arene,  in  spite  of  its  much  larger  total  membership, 
which  ordinarily  lowers  a  church's  average,  has  a  per  cap- 
ita giving  of  $118  per  year — nearly  3  times  that  of  our 
church.  The  Seventh  Day  Adventists  give  $173  per  mem- 
ber; the  Wesleyan  Methodists  give  $170;  and  the  Free 
Methodists  give  $194  per  member  per  year. 

Thus  it  is  readily  seen  that  the  basic  need  of  the 
Brethren  Church  is  an  awakening  to  our  stewardship  re- 
sponsibility. I  am  probably  in  the  main  speaking  to 
church  leaders  here  tonight.  You  may  be  thinking,  per- 
haps somewhat  indignantly,  that  you  are  doing  your  part, 
and  it  is  unfair  to  saddle  the  blame  on  the  church  for 
the  indifference  of  its  fringe  members.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  this  is  the  prevailing  attitude  when  Christian  stew- 
ardship is  presented,  as  I  am  presenting  it,  as  a  respon- 
sibility of  the  church. 

On  the  other  hand,  neither  am  I  so  naive  as  to  think 
that  such  a  protest  always  means  that  you  are  making 
full  proof  of  your  stewardship.  In  fact,  it  seems  to  be 
a  characteristic  of  our  human  natures  that  those  who 
object  most  strongly  to  being  reminded  of  responsibility 
are  the  ones  with  guilty  consciences,  sometimes  not  even 
realizing  why  we  feel  so  "het  up"  about  it.  However,  be 
that  as  it  may,  you  who  are  honestly  and  fully  committed 
to  the  service  of  God  through  the  work  of  your  church, 
your  responsibility  does  not  end  with  your  own  devotion. 
Jesus  told  Peter  that  when  he  was  converted,  he  should 
convert  his  brethren  also.  Likewise,  when  you  are  con- 
verted from  the  pagan  worship  of  your  money  and  time 
and  abilities  and  all  the  other  resources  of  your  life 
which  God  has  so  abundantly  given  you,  your  next  re- 
sponsibility is  the  dedication  of  your  life  to  converting 
your  brethren,  for  many  church  members  are  in  as  great 
need  of  conversion  from  the  sin  of  idol-worship  as  the 
heathen  of  the  remotest  part  of  the  Amazon  jungle. 
The  church  has  here  a  very  real  need  for  the  ministry 
of  the  grace  of  God  within  its  own  doors. 

Your  first  step  in  leading  your  church  into  a  definite 
stewardship  commitment  is  to  conduct  an  Every  Mem- 
ber Canvass  of  your  members.  The  opportunities  for  pre- 
senting the  challenge  of  real  Christian  stewardship  to 
each  member  of  the  church  by  means  of  the  Every  Mem- 
ber Canvass  are  unlimited.-  In  the  first  place,  an  imagin- 
ative and  instructive  publicity  campaign  will  reach 
everyone  who  is  ministered  to  by  your  church  with  stew- 
ardship instruction,  and  will  start  him  thinking  about 
the  importance  of  the  church  in  his  life.  Secondly,  the 
preparation  for  such  a  canvass  involves  the  training 
of  workers  and  leaders  for  their  task  of  visiting  their 
fellow  members.  There  is  no  better  method  of  discover- 
ing new  leadership  and  giving  a  vital  task  to  each  con- 
secrated layman.  Furthermore,  as  these  laymen  are  being 
trained  and  as  the  entire  program  takes  shape,  the 
spiritually  enlarging  process  of  deeper  consecration  in 
response  to  the  greater  awareness  of  stewardship  re- 
sponsibility is  bound  to  spill  over  into  the  whole  con- 
gregation. It  is  contagious. 


Then,  as  the  visitors  go  out  to  tell  the  story  of  their 
church  and  its  program,  both  locally  and  world-wide,  to 
their    fellow  members,    and    as    they    challenge   them    to 
deeper  spiritual  commitment  to  Christ  through  the  finan- 
cial   program    of   their  church,   they   will  be   performing 
spiritual  service  of  infinite  value.  They  will  be  strength- 
ening   the   bonds    of   unity,    both  in    the    local   congrega- 
tion and  throughout  the  brotherhood.  They  will  discover 
problems  and  needs  to  which  they  can  minister  the  un- 
derstanding   and    healing  of   the    Spirit  of    Christ.    They 
will  make  new  contacts  for  Christ  and  the  church.  And 
when  they  have  completed  their  work,  they  will  have  the  : 
joy   of   a   real   sense   of  high  achievement.   Besides   this, ' 
the  work  of  God  will  take  on  a  far  more  personal  mean- 1 
ing  to  the  whole  congregation,  and,  because  the  church ! 
has    worked    together,    it    will    be    sti'engthened   and    its! 
ministry   will   be   far  more   effective.   No  more   effective ; 
method  of  deepening  the   spiritual  life  of  the  individual! 
Christian    and    of   the   church    has    so    far    been    devised! 

than  the  Every  Member  Canvass.  I 

■  j 

The  next  step  in  the  church's  stewardship  program  I 
is  to  channel  its  renewed  spiritual  commitment  into  a; 
program  of  service.  This  involves  carefully  preparing  a 
budget  which  will  reflect  the  consecration  of  time,  talent,! 
possessions,  and  life  achieved  by  the  canvass.  This  is  not] 
the  job  for  a  penny-pinching  finance  committee.  It  re-j 
quires  the  careful  planning  of  unprejudiced,  optimistic' 
minds  alert  to  the  opportunities  for  expansion  and  growth' 
of  their  church's  service  to  men  and  God.  Unless  a  I 
worthy  financial  program  is  planned,  all  gained  by  thcj 
Every  Member  Canvass  is  likely  to  be  lost.  There  i£; 
nothing  more  deadening  to  a  church  than  dim  visiori 
and  faint  heartedness   on  the   part  of  its  leaders. 

This  budget  will  reveal  more  than  any  other  thing  I 
the  vision  of  the  church  and  its  devotion  to  its  task.  A'. 
budget  that  is  self-centered,  providing  mainly  for  iti] 
own  needs  and  giving  only  the  left-overs  to  the  national 

(Continued  on  Page  11)  | 
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significant  Stewardship  Principles 

and  Stateme 


from  the  General  Conference 

Stewardship  Workshop 


CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP  is  tlie  practice  of  sys- 
^^  tematic  and  proportionate  giving  of  time,  abilities 
nd  material  possessions,  based  on  the  conviction  that 
hese  are  a  trust  from  God,  to  be  used  in  His  service 
or  the  benefits  of  all  mankind  in  grateful  acknowledg- 
lent  of  Christ's  redeeming  love. 

A  budget  is  a  guide  to  spending  and  not  a  guide  to 
iving. 

The  every-member  canvass  or  enlistment  is  not  an  end 
1  itself,  but  it  is  a  means  to  a  number  of  ends.  It  pre- 
ents  an  opportunity  to  grow  in  the  grace  of  giving.  Such 

grace  makes  us  thoughtful,  unselfish  and  sacrificial. 

What  the  Every  Member  Canvass  Does: 
.     It   gives  the   individual   an   opportunity  to   fulfill   his 

financial  responsibility  to  God; 
.    It  settles  the  problem  of  raising  money; 
.    It  honors  God; 

:.    It  brings  a  revival  to  people  and  to  the  church; 
.     It  prepares  leaders. 

In  building  a  financial  program  (budget)  in  the  local 
hurch,  the  supreme  consideration  is  not  how  much  money 
lo  we  need?  but  how  much  more  could  we  accomplish 
or  the  Lord  if  every  member  gave  regularly,  systemat- 
cally  and  as  the  Lord  prospered  him  ? 

There  are  two  phases  to  the  financial  program  of  the 
ocal  church — current  expense  and  benevolence.  The  cur- 
ent  expense  phase  covers  all  of  the  activities  carried 
in  in  the  local  church.  The  benevolence  phase  covers  the 
Vork  of  the  denomination,  such  as  missions,  college  and 
jeminary,  publications,  etc. 

I  Envelopes  with  two  compartments  for  weekly  giving 
jo  both  current  expenses  and  benevolences  are  an  aid  to 
giving  and  to  recording  the  gifts.  Quarterly  payments 
,an  be  made  toward  the  denominational  interests  from 
Ihe  benevolence  contributions  by  the  benevolence  treas- 
lirer  or  the  regular  church  treasurer. 
i  The  contributions  for  benevolences  can  be  divided  by 
Ihe  local  church  on  a  percentage  basis.  The  following 
cale  of  percentages  has  been  used  by  some  Brethren 
ihurches: 


Foreign    missions    15% 

Home    missions    22% 

District  missions    10% 

Ashland  College  &  Seminary 13% 

Ashland  College  Scholarship    5% 

Brethren   Youth    6% 

Brethren  Publishing  Company 5% 

National  Sunday  School  Board   6% 

District    Trustees     3V2% 

Brethren  Home  &  Benevolent  Board  ....    1% 

National    Conference    %  % 

Evangelism    '^  % 

This  is  not  complete,  but  is  suggestive  to  churches  be- 
ginning this  type  of  budget  system.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  these  percentages  can  be  adjusted  up  or  down 
from  time  to  time  as   circumstances  warrant. 


PACKET  TO  PASTORS 

A  packet  of  literature  on  stewardship  and  mis- 
sions is  being  sent  to  pastors  by  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church.  The  packet  contains 
a  fine  poster  on  giving,  a  copy  of  "Stewardship 
Facts"  for  the  pastor — or  anyone  who  wishes  to 
use  it — and  for  each  W.  M.  S.  president,  and  a  copy 
of  "Brethren  Missions  in  Nigeria."  Be  sure  to  make 
use  of  these  splendid  materials.  (In  the  event  that 
your  church  is  without  a  pastor  or  if  your  pastor 
is  leaving  and  we  are  not  certain  when  the  new 
one  will  arrive,  we  will  send  this  packet  to  the 
church  secretary.) 
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Satutda€f,    Sefrtem&e%   ?,   f^56 


T  WELCOME  YOU  to  this,  the  seventy-eighth 
year  of  Ashland  College,  the  seventy-eighth  in 
a  series  of  years  of  varying  fortune,  sometimes 
of  trial  and  error,  again  of  trial  by  ordeal,  but 
always  of  noble  purpose  and  supreme  devotion. 
I  welcome  you  confident  in  the  knowledge  of  a 
rich  heritage  of  great  teaching,  of  heroic  sacrifice 
and  above  all,  of  a  host  of  men  and  women  who 
are  today  a  living  testimonial  of  the  glorious  con- 
tribution made  by  Ashland  College  to  church 
and  community. 

The  success  of  this  continuing  program  in  its 
seventy-eighth  year  will  depend  upon  you  and  me 
for  we  have  inherited  the  work  for  this  year. 
This  is  a  high  calling.  It  is  more  than  a  job.  It  is  a 
mission,  an  assignment  passed  on  to  us  by  those 
who  have  labored  here  before  in  the  expectation 
that  we  will  be  worthy  of  what  they  have  accom- 
plished. What  we  do  will  live  on  in  our  students 
and  in  the  tradition  of  Ashland  College  for  future 
faculties  and  student  bodies  in  times  yet  to  come. 

As  we  begin  our  work,  it  will  be  well  to  keep 
in  mind  the  broad  aspects  of  its  meaning  and 
shape  our  plans  accordingly. 

First,  let  it  be  remembered  always  that  this  is 
a  Christian  College.  By  this  term  we  do  not  neces- 
sarily mean  that  all  our  faculty  will  be  of  one 
mind  and  attitude  relative  to  the  teachings  and 
message  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  or  to  the  rela- 
tionship of  God  and  man,  nor  do  we  mean  that  our 
students  are  selected  as  dedicated  Christians  of  a 


particular  persuasion  or  school  of  thought.  On  I 
the  contrary  we  know  and  expect  that  they  will; 
differ  broadly  as  indicating  an  evangelizing! 
Christian  force  to  convert  sinners  or  to  lead  thej 
saved  into  ever-narrowing  channels  of  Christian  j 
prejudice,  but  we  do  dare  to  hope  that  our  labors! 
will  lead  many  closer  to  a  saving  knowledge! 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Redeemer.  I 
Rather,  we  view  the  Christian  College  as  be-^ 
ginning  with  the  promise  of  the  centrality  oii 
God  and  of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son  as  the  source! 
of  all  knowledge  and  wisdom,  the  only  absolute} 
truth,  and  the  only  hope  for  life  everlasting,    j 

Within  this  framework  we  are  free  to  explore, 
the  mysteries  of  science,  the  relationships  of  man,] 
the  play  of  great  ideas,  and  the  depths  of  re-j 
flective  thinking.  We  recognize  and  exalt  th( 
church  as  the  divinely  ordained  organ  of  Chris-i 
tian  evangelism  and  proudly  claim  our  allegiancci 
to  it.  Though  related  to  and  sponsored  by  th( 
Brethren  Church,  one  denomination  of  protesi 
tantism,  we  recognize  sister  denominations  ancj 
behefs  and  welcome  both  students  and  facult.v 
as  we  work  together  toward  the  common  Chris 
tian  goals.  , 

The  Christian  college,  thus  constituted  fills  ail 
extremely  influential  position  in  a  world  whiclj 
is  hungry  for  life's  highest  spiritual  values.  It  iij 
here  that  these  values  are  interpreted  and  cultij 
vated.  Here  all  the  traditions  and  rich  heritage; 
of  the  Christian  faith  can  and  should  be  readil: 
stressed.  It  is  here  alone  that  the  study  of  relig' 
ion  may  furnish  the  unity  needed  for  a  complet' 
educational  program. 

Second,  let  it  be  always  remembered  that  Ash 
land  College  is  a  fully  accredited  college  in  th 
liberal  arts  tradition.  The  primary  function  o 
our  task  is  the  training  of  the  minds  of  youn; 
men  and  women.  This  by  no  means  implies  tha 
we  ignore  the  areas  just  mentioned,  or  the  phyf; 
ical   and   social   development  of  the  student.  0 
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he  contrary,  we  willingly  accept  responsibility 
n  these  areas.  The  fact  remains,  however,  that 
f  the  church  college  cannot  offer  training  equiv- 
alent to  that  of  the  secular  college  on  the  same 
icademic  level,  it  has  no  justilication  for  exist- 
mce  as  an  educational  institution. 

The  key  to  scholarly  atmosphere  rests  with  the 
acuity.  Fine  buildings  and  equipment  lose  their 
flamour,  spirited  athletic  programs  dim  into  in- 
iignificance,  and  well-meaning  religious  leader- 
,hip  falls  short  of  its  goal  when  esteem  for  high 
itandards  of  scholarship  and  the  genuine  desire 
'or  acquaintance  with  great  minds  are  lost. 

Our  faculty  is  well  trained  and  fully  qualified 
0  provide  the  intellectual  spark  which  will  feed 
he  flames  of  learning  this  year.  Let  us  begin  at 
he  outset  of  this  year  to  exalt  scholarship  and 
[eep  learning  in  the  dignified  place  it  must  have 
f  we  are  to  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  a  college, 
-let  no  opportunity  to  encourage  young  minds  in 
heir  search  for  these  precious  gems  go  unheeded. 

Third,  let  us  try  to  be  informed  about  the  pro- 
gram of  Ashland  College.  It  is  my  job  and  yours 
o  know  as  much  as  possible  about  the  total  pro- 
gram of  which  we  are  a  part.  Keep  a  catalog 
landy  and  know  what  is  in  it.  Be  familiar  with 
he  faculty  handbook.  Familiarize  yourself  with 
>ther  departments  and  their  objectives  as  well 
LS  your  own.  Use  the  library. 

Acquaint  yourself  with  the  ten-year  program 
)f  development  and  be  able  to  discuss  it  with 
)thers.  The  program  will  benefit  you  as  it  moves 
ilong  and  you  can  assist  that  growth  by  your 
mthusiastic  support. 

Fourth,  remember  you  are  a  part  of  a  team. 
Che  effective  operation  of  the  whole  program 
lepends  largely  upon  how  well  you  play  your 
3art.  As  an  employee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
)f  Ashland  College,  you  have  cast  your  lot  with 
;hem  for  this  year.  If  you  choose  to  do  so,  you 
ian  do  much  to  promote  an  atmosphere  of  enthu- 
siasm for  the  college  and  its  program.  In  so  do- 
ng,  you  will  make  your  work  as  a  teacher  easier 
md  much  more  pleasant  and  effective.  Your  con- 
fidence will  breed  confidence;  your  smile  will  be- 
?et  other  smiles;  your  positive  leadership  will 
nake  possible  a  really  effective  learning  situa- 
:ion. 

These,  then,  are  the  thoughts  I  would  place  be- 
fore you  as  we  begin  our  seventy-eighth  year. 
iFhey  are  not  new,  but  they  are  time-tested  and 
*vill  prove  of  utmost  importance  as  the  year  pro- 
gresses. 


r.\*  * 
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DR.  GLENN  L.  CLAYTON,  President, 
Ashland  College  and  Seminary 


I  bespeak  for  us  a  great  and  inspiring  expe- 
rience together.  We  have  the  backing  of  the 
largest  constituency  ever  known  for  Ashland  Col- 
lege. More  individuals,  more  corporations  and 
more  groups  are  showing  tangible  interest  in  us 
than  ever  before.  The  college  enjoys  a  friendly 
interest  from  church,  community,  and  industry 
which   should   prove  most   encouraging  to   us. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  is  unanimously  backing 
our  every  move  and  watching  with  friendly  con- 
cern as  we  launch  this  year.  And  the  record  is 
good.  Every  phase  of  the  ten-year  program 
shows  a  commendable  degree  of  progress  with 
promise  for  future  growth.  Let  us  briefly  look 
at  the  record: 

The  ten  year  program  has  five  major  parts: 

1.  The  enrollment  optimum  is  to  be  750  full 
time  students.  Three  years  ago  the  figure 
was  301,  two  years  ago  it  was  419,  last  year 
it  rose  to  468. 

2.  Church-college  relations  are  to  be  strength- 
ened, the  seminary  promoted,  and  ministerial 
students  encouraged.  Under  Dean  Flora  much 
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has  been  accomplished  here.  More  is  in  the 
offing  in  the  years  immediately  ahead. 

3.  Curricular  studies  are  to  be  constant  with  a 
view  to  strengthening  the  scholastic  stan- 
dards and  general  standing  of  the  college. 
Dean  Lindower  has  led  a  commendable  work 
in  this  area. 

4.  The  plant  is  to  be  developed  to  provide  space 
and  equipment  for  750  students.  To  date  four 
buildings  and  much  equipment  have  been 
added.  A  committee  is  at  work  on  a  women's 
dormitory,  another  is  shaping  plans  for  a 
science  building,  and  a  third  will  begin  work 
on  expansion  of  our  library.  Present  value 
of  our  plant  is  $1,868,000  compared  to  $660,- 
600  in  1949  when  the  program  was  launched. 

5.  Adequate  financial  undergirding  to  carry  on 
the  proper  work  of  the  college  is  to  be  pro- 
vided. Our  operating  budget  in  1949  totaled 
$336,000.  This  year  it  is  estimated  at  $650,- 
000.  Some  means  of  creating  stable  income 
to  assist  in  financing  this  very  large  budget 
must  be  found. 


Endowment  now  stands  at  $666,800  book  value  j 
and  $817,000  market  value.  Obviously  this  is  fan 
too  low  for  the  adequate  meeting  of  our  needs.     ; 

It  is  estimated  that  we  should  have  $1,600,000) 
to  meet  the  usual  needs  of  the  college  over  the- 
next  three  or  four  years.  This  is  a  stupendous  or- , 
der,  but  not  impossible.  A  survey  of  our  potential. ' 
conducted  this  summer  by  Marts  and  Lundy,  Inc.,  j 
indicates  that  a  campaign  for  both  capital  andj 
operating  funds  may  be  feasable  by  1957.  | 

All  this  is  a  part  of  our  work.  It  is  a  part  off 
your  interest  in  this  seventy-eighth  year  of  Ash-} 
land  College.  It  deserves  your  enthusiastic  sup-i 
port,  your  genuine  interest,  and  your  considered 
study.  With  these  from  you,  I  look  forward  to 
the  best  year  in  the  history  of  Ashland  College 
from  every  point  of  view.  It  can  be  just  that  if 
we  want  it  so.  Let  us  now  resolve  to  make  the 
seventy-eighth  the  greatest    year    in    Ashland's 
history,  for  Christian  fellowship,  for  intellectual] 
growth,  for  pride  in  the  institution,  and  above| 
all,  for  an  inspiring  year  together. 

Ashland,  Ohio 
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:W  CHURCHES  REPORT 


BENEVOLENCES  PER  CAPETA  GIVING 


SEVERAL  WEEKS  prior  to  General  Confer- 
ence, W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  secretary  of  the 
Co-Ordinating  Finance  Committee,  requested 
through  the  Brethren  Evangelist  that  all 
churches  mail  to  him  a  report  on  their  per  cap- 
ita giving  for  denominational  interests  during  the 
conference  year  of  1955-56.  Only  a  very  few 
churches  responded,  but  the  majority  of  those 
had  attained  or  very  nearly  attained  the  mini- 
mum standard  of  $12.00. 

The  following  churches  reported: 

Berlin,  Pennsylvania   $13.00 

Brush  Valley,   Pennsylvania.  .  .    Below  minimum 

Canton,  Ohio 12.15 

Denver,  Indiana   13.81 

Gretna    (Bellefontaine,  Ohio)    36.02 

Louisville,  Ohio   slightly  below     11.99 

Sarasota,  Florida    slightly  below     11.85 

South  Bend,  Indiana  12.01 


Terra  Alta,  W.  Va Below  minimum 

Vinco,  Pennsylvania 12.15 

Williamstown,  Ohio   Below  minimum 

We  are  indebted  to  the  moderator  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania District  for  sending  us  the  District 
Statistician's  figures  for  all  of  the  churches  in 
that  district.  According  to  these  figures  only  the 
Berlin  and  Vinco  churches  reached  the  minimumi 
standard  of  $12.00  per  member  for  denomination- 
al interests  during  the  past  conference  year.       , 

Tlie  committee  is  confident  that  other  churchesrj 
not  reporting  did  attain  this  goal;  furthermore,!] 
the  committee  would  be  glad  to  receive  reports*! 
from  churches  not  previously  reporting.  It  would! 
be  good  for  every  local  church  to  be  apprised  of' 
its  own  giving  to  benevolences. 


Mail  all  reports  to:  W.  Clayton  Berkshire,  530ij 
College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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and  world-wide  work  of  the  church,  is  bound  to  have  a 
[difficult  time  convincing  its  members  that,  it  is  really 
I  stewardship-minded.  The  church's  ideal  is  the  golden 
rule:  Love  thy  neighbor  as  thy  self;  in  other  words, 
'"giving  as  much  to  others  as  we  keep  for  ourselves." 
jReal  stewardship  involves  sacrifice.  Therefore  there  must 
be  elements  of  sacrifice  in  the  financial  program  of  the 
i  church  if  it  would  lead  its  members  to  the  higher  plat- 
eaus of  Christian  life  and  service. 

Careful  administration  of  the  funds  entrusted  to  the 
church  by  its  members  is  another  important  aspect  of  its 
stewardship.  All  money  must  be  handled  by  persons  above 
reproach,  in  an  honorable  way,  and  in  keeping  with  the 
financial  program  outlined  by  the  budget,  if  the  church 
is  to  retain  the  confidence  of  its  members.  Bills  should 
be  paid  promptly,  and  missionary  and  benevolent  offer- 
ings remitted  on  time.  Accurate  records  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  must  be  kept,  and  monthly,  and  annual  re- 
ports should  be  faithfully  made.  Bonding  the  treasurer 
and  auditing  his  books  annually  are  good  business  pro- 
cedures and  protection  to  him. 

A  fourth  opportunity  for  teaching  Christian  steward- 
ship in  the  church  is  by  its  own  wise  and  considerate  use 
of  time.  Time  is  our  most  valuable  possession;  it  is  God's 
priceless  gift:  for  it  cannot  be  bought  or  sold.  It  must  be 
used  or  it  is  lost.  The  church  must  set  the  example  for 
its  members  in  the  stewardship  of  time.  Whatever  it 
plans  must  be  worthwhile  and  the  time  consumed  wisely 
budgeted.  "The  only  thing  worse  than  starting  a  meet- 
ing late,"  says  one  church  leader,  "is  to  close  it  late." 
The  time  of  those  who  attend  any  meeting  of  the  church 
is  too  valuable  to  be  wasted,  whether  they  come  for  wor- 
ship, business,  planning,  recreation,  or  whatever  it  is. 

On  the  other  hand,  neither  dare  we  minimize  the  need 
to  provide  adequate  time  to  plan  and  carry  out  the  work 
of  the  church.  It  has  been  the  sad  lot  of  the  church  to 
have  much  of  the  available  time  of  large  numbers  of 
its  members  consumed  in  doing  the  work  its  committees 
are  supposed  to  do,  which  means  that  the  larger  work 
of  programming  has  been  slighted  if  not  altogether 
neglected.  How  often  it  has  been  this  minister's  expe- 
rience to  wait  through  a  long  Official  Board  meeting 
while  the  duties  of  trustees,  committees,  and  officers 
were  discussed  only  to  find  the  hour  too  late  to  adequate- 
ly plan  the  ongoing  program  vital  to  the  ministry  of  the 
church.  Stewardship  of  time  is  indeed  an  essential  grace 
of  the  church  as  well  as  of  the  individual  Christian. 

Another  means  of  leading  its  members  into  fuller 
Christian  commitment  of  their  lives  is  for  the  church  to 
undertake  service  projects  and  encourage  its  members  to 
render  their  service  through  the  program  of  the  church. 
It  is  a  fine  thing  to  be  known  as  a  friendly  church.  Some 
churches  are  known  for  their  wealth;  others  for  their 
exclusiveness.  But  the  ideal  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  to  imitate  Him  in  service  and  to  become  known  for 
the  services  rendered  in  the  community  and  throughout 
the  world  by  its  members. 
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Finally,  if  you  would  see  your  church  become  a  teacher 
of  Christian  stewardship,  you  will  need  to  establish  a 
strong,  year-around  stewardship  education  program,  inte- 
grated into  its  total  program.  You  will  need  to  form  a 
stewardship  department  or  committee  to  counsel  and 
work  with  the  other  educational  agencies  of  the  church 
and  to  supplement  their  programs  with  stewardship  in- 
struction and  helps.  For  instance,  it  may  supplement 
church  school  curriculum  with  stewardship  materials, 
arrange  for  stewardship  classes  both  for  adults  and  for 
youth,  plan  stewardship  institutes  and  workshops  for 
teachers  and  leaders,  and  circulate  books  and  leaflets 
pertaining  to  the  broader  as  well  as  the  more  particular 
phases  of  stewardship.  Other  functions  of  this  group 
would  be  to  take  advantage  of  special  days  and  offer- 
ings in  emphasizing  the  missionary  and  benevolent  pro- 
gram of  the  church,  to  make  a  drive  to  discover  the  in- 
terests and  abilities  of  all  the  members,  and  to  plan 
worthwhile  service  projects  that  would  enable  each  mem- 
ber to  have  a  part  in  the  program  of  the  church.  Of 
course,  it  is  understood  that  the  pastor  will  need  to  be 
a  key  figure  in  the  work  of  this  department  or  committee. 
But  by  enlisting  and  training  a  group  of  consecrated  lay- 
men in  this  vital  phase  of  the  Christian  religion,  the 
spiritual  power  of  the  church  will  be  infinitely  increased 
and  the  scope  of  its  work  and  its  influence  infinitely 
broadened.  It  will  then  be  able  to  approach  the  goal  for 
which  it  was  established — to  win  the  world  to  Christ. 

This  brings  me  now  to  the  point  where  I  must  ask  you 
to  search  your  heart  and  soul  with  the  question,  Is  this 
what  I  really  want  to  see  the  church  achieve?  I  have 
been  taught  to  believe  and  accept  as  the  task  of  the 
church  the  winning  of  the  world  to  Christ.  But  is  this 
what  I  am  personally  most  interested  in?  How  easy  it 
is  to  fool  one  another  by  pious  words  and  acts  and  man- 
ners! How  easy  even  to  fool  ourselves  into  thinking  that 
we  believe  in  something,  when  actually  that  is  only  a 
convenient  device  to  hide  our  real  motives  and  desires! 
That,  I  think,  is  why  James  wrote  the  familiar  proverb, 
"Faith  without  works  is  dead."  Jesus,  too,  once  said 
that  it  is  not  that  which  goes  into  a  person  that  defiles 
him,  but  rather  what  comes  out  of  him.  In  other  words, 
"as  a  man  thinketh,  so  i?  he."  No  amount  of  whitewash- 
ing is  going  to  change  the  inside  of  a  house — or  a  man. 
We  may  say  and  indicate  by  our  manner  of  speech  and 
action  that  we  believe  that  the  greatest  work  in  the 
world  is  the  work  of  God's  Kingdom.  But  if  that  work 
commands  only  a  token  interest  in  our  giving  of  money, 
time,  interest  and  abilities,  it  is  as  plain  as  the  nose  on 
your  face  that  we  aren't  really  so  concerned  about  God's 
work  as  we  say  we  are. 

One  major  denomination  suggests  this  spiritual  equa- 
tion: "Evangelism  equals  birth;  Stewardship  equals 
growth."  Nothing  can  long  survive  that  does  not  grow, 
including  a  church.  What  we  do  today  determines  the 
condition  of  Christ's  church  and  His  kingdom  tomorrow. 
Stewardship  is  the  switch  that  closes  the  circuit,  releas- 
ing God's  power  in  the  life  of  the  Christian  and  of  the 
church.  Do  you  really  want  your  church  to  be  charged 
with  God's  Spirit?  Then  lead  your  church  to  discover 
and  set  free  this  spiritual  power  by  becoming  a  Christian 
steward  and  by  leading  your  church  to  become  a  stew- 
ard of  the  grace  of  God. 

Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania. 
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Vrayer  Wleetmg 
Studies 

IBy  G.  T.  ^ilmer 


FORGIVENESS 

Contrite   to    God  I    came   in   sore   distress. 
"I  know,"  I  cried,  "that  'twas  but  yester-eve 
This  self-same   fault   I   asked  Thee   to  forgive, 

And  promised  to  renounce  all  sinfulness. 

Yet  I  would  even  ask  again  Thy  grace, 

Save   that  I   fear  I've   drained  forgiveness   dry 
And  reached  Thy  mercy's  utmost  boundary!" 

Then  spake    God's   mighty   voice   and   filled  the    place: 
"With  thy  poor  human  tape,  child,  dost  thou  think 
To   measure   My   vast  mercy's  outer  bound? 

With    thy   short  plummet   at   Forgiveness'  brink 

Dost  think  that  thou  canst  test  its  depth  of  ground  ? 

Drop  in  thy  weightiest  sin,  and  bid  it  sink. 

To  strike  the  bottom — there  comes  back  no  sound." 

— Unknown. 

AN  HONEST  CONFESSION  that  springs  from  godly 
sorrow  for  sin  brings  forgiveness  and  cleansing 
from  God  (1  John  1:9).  In  addition  to  confession  there 
must  be  a  forsaking  of  sin  (Pro v.  28:13).  It  is  not 
enough  to  admit  our  sin  but  we  are  to  take  sides  against 
our  sin,  plead  guilty,  condemn  ourselves,  and  repent  (1 
Cor.  11:31).  We  are  not  only  to  hate  evil  but  we  are 
especially  to  hate  the  evil  that  is  in  our  own  lives  (Psalm 
97:10;  Matt.  7:3-5). 

God  is  just  and  faithful  to  forgive  us  of  our  repented 
sins  on  the  basis  of  the  blood  of  Christ  shed  for  our  sins 
(1  Peter  1:18,  19).  Christ  by  His  atoning  work  cancelled 
the  eternal  debt  of  sin  for  those  who  meet  the  condi- 
tions of  forgiveness  (Heb.  10:12-14).  To  have  close  and 
unbroken  companionship  with  God  we  are  to  evade  dark- 
ness, walk  only  in  the  light  of  God's  truth,  and  keep  our 
sins  confessed  and  under  the  blood  of  Christ  (1  John 
1:3-7).  God  wants  us  not  to  sin,  but  when  we  do  we  must 
rely  upon  the  Advocate  provided  for  us  with  the  Father 
(1  John  2:1-2).  We  have  a  One  and  only  Mediator  be- 
tween us  and  God  (1  Tim.  2:5).  As  our  High  Priest  He 
makes  intercession  for  us  (Heb.  7:24-27).  We  should  not 
hesitate  but  make  haste  to  lay  hold  upon  God's  grace  and 
mercy  (Heb.  4:14-16).  He  is  a  God  of  just  wrath  against 
sin  (Heb.  12:29),  but  tender-hearted  toward  those  who 
are  exercised  with  godly  sorrow  for  sin  (Psalm  103:8-14). 
He  is  so  touched  toward  the  penitent  that  He  has  pity 
for  them  and  will  see  that  their  transgressions  are  far 
removed. 

There  can  be  no  forgiveness  without  faith  in  Christ  as 
our  all  sufficient  Saviour  (John  3:18,  36;  5:24).  There 
can  be  no  forgiveness  without  a  cleansing  from  sin 
Psalm  51:3,  10,  17).  There  can  be  no  forgiveness  without 
admission,  self- judgment,  and  restitution  (Prov.  28:13; 
1  Cor.  11:13;  Luke  19:8).  There  can  be  no  forgiveness 
without  our  eagerness  to  forgive  (Matt.  18:27-35;  Mark 
11:25,  26;   Col.  3:12,  13). 


A  forgiving  heart  is  a  joyful  heart, 
Grateful  for  pardon  and  peace. 

A  forgiving  heart  is  a  faithful  heart; 
Its  patience  shall  never  cease. 

A  forgiving  heart  is  an  humble  heart — 
Feels  ever  its  own  great  need. 

A  forgiving  heai-t  is  a  gracious  heart 
And  kindly  in  thought  and  deed. 

A  forgiving  heart  is  a  loving  heart 

That  eternally  shall  live. 
A  forgiving  heart  is  our  Savior's  heart  . 

It  is  Christlike  to  forgive. 


Dessa  A.  Kreps. 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.   Anderson 


Lesson  for  October  7,  1956 

IN  THE  BEGINNING  GOD 

Lesson:    Genesis  1:1-5,    9-12,  26-28,   31 

TN  THE  NEXT  THIRTEEN  lessons  we  will  be  covering 
•^  the  "highlights"  of  the  Word  of  God.  Such  a  selectior 
is  difficult  indeed.  It  is  like  choosing  the  most  beautifu! 
pearl  from  a  string  of  matched  pearls.  All  of  God's  Wore 
is  precious  and  vital  to  the  maintenance  of  Christian 
life.  There  are,  however,  portions  which  stress  the  mort 
fundamental  truths,  and  these  need  to  be  emphasized. 

To  begin  the  study  of  the  Bible  one  should  start  at  the 
beginning.  Not  all  do.  To  study  about  GOD,  and  MAN 
and  SIN,  and  SALVATION,  we  must  begin  where  Goc 
begins:  "In  the  beginning  God  ..." 

There  was  a  beginning  to  all  existence.  "Intelligent' 
men  of  the  day  would  have  us  think  that  the  world  anc 
all  that  is  therein  came  into  being  by  "chance"or  by  £ 
phenomenon  of  nature.  How  foolish!  The  Psalmist  wai 
not  fortunate  enough  to  be  as  "intellectually  enlightened' 
as  we  today,  but  he  could  say:  "The  heavens  declare  thel 
glory  of  God;  and  the  firmament  sheweth  His  handy- 
work"  (Psalm  19:1).  In  Nehemiah  9:6  we  read:  "Thou 
even  Thou,  art  LORD  alone;  Thou  hast  made  heaven,  th( 
heaven  of  heavens,  with  all  their  host,  the  earth  and  al 
things  that  are  therein,  the  seas,  and  all  that  is  therein 
and  Thou  preservest  them  all." 

So  this  first  verse  of  Genesis  tells  us  that  all  thing; 
had  a  definite  beginning — and  morel  than  that — GOD  wa; 
the  force  behind  all  creation.  It  also  reminds  us  tha 
God  is  Eternal.  As  far  back  as  the  history  of  man  car 
reach — yea,  back  into  the  eternal  past  before  man  evej 
came  into  existence — even  before  the  world  was — ther* 
was  GOD!  The  Eternal,  and  Everlasting  GOD!'  The! 
"Alpha  and  Omega,  the  first  and  the  last"  (Rev.  1:11)! 
The  finite  mind  of  man  cannot  fathom  this  truth! 

We  have,  then,  in  Genesis  (the  book  of  beginnings,"! 
not  only    the    beginning  of   the    heavens    and    the    earthj 
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of  vegetation,  and  of  animal  life,  but  also  the  begin- 
ning of  MAN.  In  spite  of  what  some  scientists  and  an- 
thropologists would  say,  man  did  not  just  "evolve,"  nor 
is  he  a  mishap  of  nature.  Man  is  a  created  being!  "And 
God  said,  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image^  after  our  like- 
ness ...  So  God  created  man  in  His  own  image" 
(1:26-27). 

"And  God  saw  everything  that  He  had  made,  and,  be- 
hold, it  was  very  good."  How  is  that  so  ?  A  look  about 
us  today  will  clearly  reveal  that  all  that  God  made  is 
not  "good."  Genesis  3  will  supply  the  answer:  the  en- 
trance of  SIN  into  the  world.  All  creation  marred  by 
sin.  However,  in  God's  great  plan  of  Redemption  there 
is  provision  for  the  restoration  to  perfection  of  all  that 
He  hath  made.  Those  who  trust  in  Him  and  in  the  aton- 
ing work  of  Christ  on  the  cross  will  be  redeemed  body, 
soul,  and  spirit.  The  heavens  and  the  earth  now  tainted 
by  sin,  will  be  destroyed  by  fire.  "Nevertheless  we,  ac- 
cording to  His  promise,  look  for  new  heavens  and  a  new 
earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness   (II  Peter  3:13). 

"0  give  thanks  unto  the  LORD;  for  He  is  good:  be- 
cause His  mercy  endureth  forever"  (Ps.  118:1). 


Sunday  School  Suggestions 

The    Sunday    School  Board   of 
The  Brethren  Church 

by     Jerry  Flora 


PUBLICIZE  YOUR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

ALERT  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  superintendents  are  al- 
ways looking  for  new  ways  to  increase  attendance. 
A.nd  in  their  search  for  sure-fire  attendance  builders, 
jmany  overlook  the  obvious  methods  of  publicizing  the 
(Sunday  school. 

;  Publicity  is  merely  a  device  used  to  get  attention,  to 
(let  people  know  what  you  are  doing.  Some  of  the  sim- 
jplest  methods  often  are  the  most  effective. 

'  Churches  advertise  their  services  in  tlie  newspapers  and 
mention  that  Sunday  school  is  held  at  9:30.  But  few 
Sunday  schools  take  advantage  of  the  newspaper  in  ad- 
vertising what's   going  on  in  the   Sunday  school. 

Of  course,  a  Sunday  school  has  to  have  something  going 
on  before  it  can  get  publicity.  A  Sunday  school  which  is 
'increasing  its  attendance  regularly  must  be  a  good  place 
Jto  go.  Sunday  school  class  members  who  arrange  some 
■class  activities  to  accommodate  a  crippled  member  must 
jpractice  what  they  learn  in  Sunday  school.  These  are 
things  that  people  like  to  know  about.  And  they  are  some 
jof  the  reasons  a  family  might  choose  to  come  to  your 
jSunday  school — if  they  know  about  them. 

A  Sunday  school  contest  stirs  up  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest, and  newspapers  are  glad  to  get  the  story — if  they 
can  get  information  in  advance.  It's  a  good  idea  to  check 
with  your  local  religious  news  editor  and  find  out  when 
is  the  deadline  for  getting  news  stories  into  the  paper. 

Every  church  bulletin  should  carry  announcements  re- 
garding   the    Sunday    school   and    news    of    events.    And 


alert  pastors  will  make  verbal  announcements  about  the 
Sunday  school  too. 

Monthly  Sunday  school  news  sheets  are  popular  with 
all  ages.  They  keep  every  member  informed  on  all  Sun- 
day school  events  from  the  Junior  class  party  to  a  rec- 
ord attendance   in  the  Men's   Bible  Class. 

Posters  in  n#arby  stores  and  signs  at  nearest  intersec- 
tions or  on  highways  may  also  publicize  your  Sunday 
school.  Handbills,  doorknob  hangers,  or  blotters  may  be 
given  out  in  the  church  neighborhood  announcing  a  con- 
test or  other  features  in  the   Sunday  school. 

House-to-house  visitation  with  invitations  to  Sunday 
school  is  another  means  of  publicizing  the  school.  Letters 
or  postcards  to  all  prospective  members  remind  them 
that   they  are  welcome   at  Sunday   school. 

A  welcome  letter  or  a  visit  to  the  home  of  all  new- 
comers in  the  community  is  an  excellent  way  to  get  new 
members.  Public  utility  companies  are  usually  willing  to 
give  names  and  addresses  of  those  moving  into  the  area. 

Brief  paid  announcements  on  the  radio  often  reach  new 
people  too. 

Take  a  good  look  around  you,  and  you'll  find  many 
easy  ways  to  publicize  your  Sunday  school  which  will  be 
effective  in  getting  new  members.  Try  some  new  ideas. 
But  don't  neglect  the  obvious  ways  of  reaching  your  com- 
munity with  news  of  your  Sunday  school. — (from  "Teach- 
ing Tips") 


NEALIS-WILSON.  On  the  evening  of  December  18, 
1955  at  7:00  o'clock,  Miss  Marilyn  Lavada  Nealis  became 
the  bride  of  Earl  Marshall  Wilson  in  a  beautifully  ar- 
ranged wedding  in  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Cumber- 
land, Maryland,  of  which  the  bride  is  a  member.  They 
will  make  their  home  at  Willard,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Wilson 
has  a  position  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  The 
double-ring  service  was  performed  by  the  undersigned, 
minister   of   the  congregation. 

L.    O.    McCartneysmith. 

BOONE-MORRIS.  On  the  evening  of  July  7th,  1956, 
at  7:00  o'clock,  in  the  appropriately  decorated  auditorium 
of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Cumberland,  Maryland, 
Miss  Norita  Lou  Boone  and  Forest  Lee  Morris,  Jr.,  were 
united  in  marriage.  The  double  ring  service  was  per- 
formed by  their  minister,  the  undersigned,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  great  number  of  friends  and  relatives.  Both  are 
members  of  the  First  Brethren  Church.  The  bride  will 
continue  her  secretarial  position  with  The  Allegheny  In- 
strument Company  here,  and  the  groom  is  in  the  U.  S. 
Marine    Corps    located    at    Quantico,  Virginia. 

L.  0.  McCartneysmith. 
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7<^  ^^pt&^^^^M^^^  Sfie^  — 


HERE  WE  ARE  at  the  end  of  just  about  six  weeks 
of  traveling.  We  have  had  a  v^ronderful  time  working  to- 
gether and  I  have  enjoyed  every  minute  of  it.  Chuck 
and  I  tried  to  do  a  little  water  skiing  the  other  day  in 
our  spare  time.  Chuck  did  fine,  but  I  was  in  the  water 
most  of  the  time.  However,  I  may  be  able  to  ski  some  day. 

Traveling  as  an  Ambassador  gives  us  an  opportunity 
to  meet  a  good  share  of  our  Brethren  people  in  many  of 
our  Brethren  churches.  In  the  churches  we  have  visited 
this  summer  our  program  was  very  well  received.  Not 
only  was  our  program  for  this  year  well  received  but 
the  future  plans  for  our  Eui-opean  tour  next  summer 
was  well  received  also.  I  believe  that  the  Brethren  people 
are  getting  a  new  vision.  They  are  realizing  the  need  for 
world  peace  and  they  are  doing  something  about  it.  It  is 
good  to  know  that  the  Brethren  church  as  a  whole  is 
backing  this  project.  Please  continue  in  your  support  and 
especially  your  prayers. 


^^KC^   ^u^: 


THE  TRIP  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close — Just  one  more 
service.  It  seems  like  a  long  time  since  we  had  that  first 
program  in  Brush  Valley,  yet  it  is  vividly  impressed  upon 
my  memory. 

One  of  the  real  joys  in  such  a  tour  is  meeting  all  the 
wonderful  Brethren  people.  Making  new  friends  gives 
you  a  real  personal  remembrance  of  the  various  churches. 
Of  course  I'll  always  remember  swimming  in  the  ocean 
again  at  Rehoboth  Beach,  Delaware.  Then,  while  we  were 
in  Elkhart,  the  Ray  Yoders  took  Ray,  Marlirt  and  me  for 
a  wonderful  boat  ride  on  the  St.  Joe  River.  Much  to  my 
delight  they  gave  us  an  opportunity  to  try  water-skiing 
for  the  first  time.  It's  great. 

What  impresses  me  most,  however,  is  the  interest  the 
Brethren  people  have  shown  and  their  willingness  to  have 
a  part  in  the  project  before  us.  I  think  the  people  of  our 
church  are  gaining  a  new  vision  in  this  matter  of  world 
peace.  We,  as  Ambassadors,  pray  that  this  program  may 
grow  and  let  the  world  know  that  we're  not  only  regis- 
tered as  a  "Peace  Church"  in  Washington,  D.  C,  but  ac- 
tively working  for  the  peace  we  desire. 


l^aC^  Staifi.Ke^; 


AT  THE  END  of  our  Ambassador  trip  this  summer,  I 
feel  that  the  call  for  a  new  spirit  of  cooperation  in  the 
work  of  Brethren  Youth,  the  mission  projects  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  the  church  college  at  Ashland  has 
found  responding  hearts  and  minds  within  the  different 
congregations.  We  are  also  very  encouraged  in  our  mis- 
sion project  for  1957  when  the  quartet  and  I  will  go  to 
Europe  in  the  name  of  Christ.  I  was  especially  impressed 
by  the  many  personal  comments  which  were  in  favor  of 


the  plans  of  the  quartet  for  next  year  to  go  on  a  peacej 
mission. 

In  order  to  serve  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  we  neec 
support  and  the  prayers  of  many  Christian  people.  .' 
would  like  to  use  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  my  Chris- 
tian friends  who  have  already  helped  us  to  spread  th( 
love  of  God,  and  to  join  in  the  work  for  peace  as  it  comes 
only  through  Christ  and  our  efforts  in  following  Hin 
Who   is   the   Prince   of  Peace. 


^cuf  ;4^frwali; 


THE  TIME  has  come  to  get  back  to  the  books.  Afteil 
seeing  a  new  place  every  day  it  is  going  to  be  hard  t<J 
settle  down  to  a  classroom. 

We  have  had  a  lot  of  fun  these  past  weeks  travelinj 
through  the  East  and  Mid-West,  It  was  a  wonderful  ex 
perience    meeting   so   many   Brethren,    visiting    in    thei; 
homes,  and  eating  all  their  food.  The  greatest  thrill,  how! 
ever,  was  in  preaching  the  message  of  peace  to  these  peoJ 
pie.  My  prayer  is  that  they  will  not  forget  the  picture' 
showing  the  need  throughout  the  world,  or  the  tesimon; 
telling  of  the  universal  desire  for  peace.  Please  rememj 
ber  that  although  we  are  back  in  school  once  more  tb 
work   we   have  begun  is   not   near  completion.    Pray  fo 
us.  Pray  for  the  work  being  done  in  Germany.  Pray  fo 
peace. 


P^  Ml^cA,- 


ASHLAND  BEAT  MANCHESTER,  but  it  wasn't  easjj 
We  had  to  fight  back  after  being  behind  during  the  firs! 
half  by  a  score  of  20  to  0.  It  was  really  a  thrill  to  watcj 
our  school  team  push  over  their  fourth  touchdown  whicj 
put  them  ahead  to  stay — going  on  to  win  27  to  20.  Thij ' 
thrill  is  doubled  when  your  brother  is  playing  on  the  wir 

ning  team.  ! 

I 

But  this  football  game  was  just  one  kind  of  inspirsi 
tion  which  we  experienced  while  traveling  these  pas 
weeks.  A  more  serious  and  lasting  uplift  comes  froi 
worshipping  God  and  meeting  Christian  people  througl 
out  the  Brethren  Church.  When  a  man  or  woman,  wh 
cannot  go  out  into  the  world  himself,  grips  your  har 
at  the  church  door  and  says,  "Keep  up  the  good  worl 
boys.  We  need  more  who  are  willing  to  serve  as  yo 
are.  You  have  our  continued  prayers,"  it  makes  you  rea 
ize  that  when  there  is  work  to  be  done,  it  will  be.  Man 
folkg  gave  more  than  the  "casual"  fifty  cents  or  one  do 
lar  and  we  thank  them  for  it.  | 

It's  back  to  school  and  work  for  all  of  us  now.  But  o\ 
sincere  thanks  goes  out  to  all  of  you  who  have  given  ei 
couragement  and  backing  for  our  mission  to  Europe  ne: 
summer.  We  will  continue  to  practice  hard  during  tl 
winter  and  learn  more  German  so  that  our  work  will  1 
as  profitable  for  the  glory  of  God  as  we  can  make  ; 
Pray  on.  ■ 
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T^he    ^A/ omens    rdorner 

•'OCT*  e'QC?^  ^-^e^ 

by   Helen  Jordan ' 


EVERY  CHRISTIAN  A  MISSIONARY 

SEPARATE  ME  Barnabas  and  Saul  for  the  work 
whereunto  I  have  called  them.  Acts  13:2.  Almost  the 
first  thing  that  the  church  in  Antioch  did,  after  it  got 
started,  was  to  send  out  missionaries.  It  was  itself, 
30  to  speak,  a  missionary  church.  It  had  just  been  or- 
ganized. Yet  its  first  task  was  not  just  to  improve  itself, 
but  to  go  out  and  share.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  is  the 
JDnly  way  a  church  can  improve  itself.  One  of  the  excit- 
'ing  things  in  our  day  is  to  find  what  we  think  of  as  mis- 
Bion  stations  sending  out  missionaries  themselves.  This 
'is  happening  in  Africa;  it  is  happening  in  India.  We 
ithing  of  those  people  as  poor  and  wonder  how  they  can 
Ifind  enough  money  to  send  it  to  others.  But  the  church 
'in  Antioch  was  not  rich.  It  sent  out  missionaries  not  be- 
cause it  had  money  but  because  it  had  a  mission.  This 
:he  church  always  has. 

Are  you  a  missionary?  You  don't  have  to  be  sent  by  a 
mission  board.  You  are  sent  of  God.  Every  Christian  is 
i  missionary. 


Mrs.   Bruce  C.   Shanhol+z, 

Linwood,  Md. 


INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


>  WABASH,  INDIANA,  COLLEGE  CORNER  BRETH- 
|[IEN.  Brother  G.  Bright  Hanna,  on  the  morning  of  Sep- 
';ember  2nd,  conducted  an  8:45  o'clock  service  at  the  Slo- 
|;um  Park  for  the  Saddle  Club. 

'  We  note  that  the  Hannas  are  beginning  their  fourth 
^ear    of   work    with    the    College    Corner   Brethren. 


COMING  EVENTS 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— October  8-21 
—Rev.  Woodrow  B.  Brant,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Robert  Hol- 
inger.  Pastor. 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  Rally  Day— September  30th— W.  S. 

!!rick.  Pastor. 

I 

t  BURLINGTON,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— Begin- 
|iing  September  23rd — Rev.  Arthur  H.  Tinkel,  Evangelist; 
Toe  Thomas,  formerly  with  Cadle  Tabernacle  Radio  Quar- 
et,  Song  Leader;   Rev.  Floyd  Sibert,  Pastor. 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Annual  Homecoming— Octo- 
•er  14 — Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  services.  Guest 
speakers:  Rev.  Ernest  Baker,  Pastor  Bark  Hill  Church  of 


God,  and  the  Honorable  Theodore  R.  McKeldin,  Governor 
of  the  state  of  Maryland;  Rev.  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz,  pas- 
tor. 

BELLEFONTAINE,  OHIO,  GRETNA  BRETHREN. 

Homecoming — October  14th — Rev.  James  E.  Ault,  former 
pastor,  guest  speaker;  Rev.  George  W.   Solomon,  pastor. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  Fall  Evangelistic  Cam- 
paign— beginning  October  7th — Rev.  D.  C.  White,  Evan- 
gelist; Rev.  L.  O.  McCartneysmith,  Pastor. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meeting— October 
8-21— Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  Evangelist;  Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel, 
Pastor. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Rally  Day— October  7th— Goal: 
207;    Rev.   A.    T.    Ronk,    Pastor. 

PLEASANT,  HILL,  OHIO.  Rally  Day,  Promotion  Day 
— September  30th — Rev.  William  H.  Anderson,  Pastor. 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  OHIO.  Homecoming— October  7th 
— morning  and  afternoon  services.  Basket  dinner  at  noon. 
Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  speaker;  Rev.  W.  S.  Benshoff, 
Pastor. 

TIOSA,  INDIANA.  Annual  Homecoming  and  Rally 
Day — October  7th — Basket  Dinner  at  noon;  Dr.  Glenn  L. 
Clayton,  afternoon  speaker;  Rev.  Wayne  Swihart,  Pastor. 

ARDMORE,  INDIANA.  Homecoming  and  Rally  Day- 
October  7th — Rev.  J.  Edgar  Berkshire,  afternoon  speak- 
er; Rev.  A.  J.  Tinkel,  pastor. 


SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT 

LAYMEN'S  RALLY 

October  6,  1956 

Hagerstown  Brethren  Church 

Time— 5:00  P.  M.  E.  S.  T. 

I.  B.  LITTON. 


Ashland  College  Homecoming 

October  20,  19! 


NORTHEASTERN  OHIO 
BRETHREN  YOUTH  RALLY 

North  Georgetown  Brethren  Church 

September  30th 

Registration— 2:30  E.  S.  T. 

Supper:  85c 

Guest  Speaker  at  afternoon  service. 

Rev.  Charles  Munson 

Evening  program  by  the    North    Georgetown 

Brethren  Youth.  Will  include  a  play,  "Christian 

Vocations."  The  "Lord's  Prayer,"  will  be  given  in 

candlelight. 


Brethren  Historical  library 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS' 


Items  of  general   Interest 


LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz 
notes  that  for  their  Rally  Day  on  September  30th  they 
had  set  the  goal  of  75  in  attendance. 

PITTSBURGH,  PENNA.  We  note  that  at  a  recent  bus- 
iness meeting,  Brother  Guy  Ludwig,  who  has  served  the 
Mathias,  W.  Va.,  church,  has  been  given  an  unanimous 
two  year  call  to  serve  the  Pittsburgh  Church. 

Brother  Ralph  E.  Mills,  who  has  been  serving  the 
Pittsburgh  church,  will  begin  his  work  with  the  Berlin 
church  on  October  1st. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. We  note  that  in  preparation  for  the  September 
30th  Rally  Day,  eight  visitation  teams  conducted  a  visi- 
tation program  designed  to  interest  the  members  and 
others  in  attendance  at  the  services. 

October  14th  will  feature  Community  Night,  when  folks 
from  the  community  will  be  urged  to  meet  with  the 
Wayne  Heights  Brethren.  Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman  com- 
ments that  "Already  a  nice  response  is  being  made  in 
preparation  by  members  of  the  community." 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  "Open 
House"  at  the  parsonage  was  held  on  September  23rd. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  HILLCREST  BRETHREN.  The  W. 
M.  S.  will  present  their  public  service  Sunday  morning, 
October  14th.  Mrs.  Russell  Rodkey,  National  W.  M.  S. 
President,  will  be  the  speaker. 

A  reception  for  new  members  received  during  the  past 
year,  was  a  scheduled  event  of  October  3rd. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  The  Gratis  church  will  be  host  to  the 
Miami  Valley  Laymen's  Meeting  the  evening  of  October 
15th. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Brother  Rob- 
ert Keplinger  has  announced  that  Trinity  Brethren  is 
entering  the  Christian  Life  Sunday  School  Contest.  This 
contest,  which  runs  from  October  14th  through  Novem- 
ber 18th,  is  open  to  churches  of  all  denominations.  The 
Trinity  Bulletin  lists  a  complete  set  of  committees  which 
will  be  working  before  and  during  the  contest  at  Trinity 
Brethren.  Theme  of  the  Contest  is:  "Each  one  bring  one." 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  William  Curtis,  Seminary 
student  from  New  Lebanon,  was  the  speaker  in  the  New 
Lebanon  church  on  September  30th. 


ARDMORE,  INDIANA.  The  W.  M.  S.  Public  Servic 
was  held  on  September  30th,  with  Miss  Olga  Brown,  re 
turned  missionary  from  Ui-undi,  Africa,  as  the  gues 
speaker. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  The  "Wings  of  the  Morning 
radio  gospel  quartet,  presented  a  musical  program  in  thi 
Warsaw  church  recently. 

CERRO  GORDO,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  Kenneth  C.  Mocj 
writes:  "Effective  October  1st,  we  are  closing  our  pas 
toi'ate  here  and  have  accepted  a  call  to  the  Pleasar 
View  Brethren  Church  (Vandergrift,  Penna.),  and  wi 
arrive  there  the  week  of  the  1st  to  preach  the  first  sermo 
on   October   7th." 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILL.  Brother  H.  H.  Rowsey  is  asl 
ing  the  entire  congregation  to  serve  on  the  Attendanc 
Committee  during  the  coming  year.  Each  member  is  aske 
to  serve  for  one  month,  their  birth-month.  Even  th 
shut-ins  and  non-resident  members  are  asked  to  ser\j 
on  the  committee  by  praying  for  the  success  of  the  a1 
tendance  movement  with  special  prayers  during  thei- 
birth-month. 

Brother  Richai'd  Allison,  ministerial  student  at  Ashlanf 
College,  was  guest  speaker  in  his  home  church  at  Mi'j 
ledgeville  September  2. 


COMING  EVENTS 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Annual  Homecoming— Octobej 
7th— Services:  9:30,  10:30,  2.00.  Carry-In  Dinner  at  Nooi| 
Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower,  Guest  Speaker;    Rev.    Robert    Ho] 

singer.  Pastor. 

I 

FLORA,    INDIANA.   Homecoming— October  14th— Re  ' 

C.  A.  Stewart,  Pastor.  [ 

ARDMORE,  INDIANA.  Homecoming  and  Rally  Day-| 
October  7th — Rev.  J.  Edgar  Berkshire,  afternoon  spealj 
er;  Rev.  A.  J.  Tinkel,  pastor.  i 

TIOSA,  INDIANA.  Annual  Homecoming  and  Rail! 
Day — October  7th — Basket  Dinner  at  noon;  Dr.  Glenn  1 
Clayton,  afternoon  speaker;  Rev.  Wayne  Swihai't,  Pasto 

WILLIAMSTOWN,    OHIO.    Homecoming— October  7t 

— morning  and  afternoon  services.  Basket  dinner  at  nooi 
Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  speaker;  Rev.  W.  S.  Benshof: 
Pastor. 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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J^e  Editor's 


Pulpit 


A  e.  -  igsO 


THE  EDUCATIONAL  POLICIES  of  today  de- 
I  termine  the  future  of  the  individual,  the 
[lome,  the  church,  the  community  and  the  nation. 

i  Tliat's  why  our  forefathers  were  concerned 
about  the  estabhshment  of  schools  and  churches 
For  the  education  of  the  rising  generation.  That's 
ivhy  school  curriculums  were  often  saturated 
>vith  moral  precepts  from  the  Bible.  Men  of  that 
play  wanted  to  make  certain  that  coming  genera- 
f;ions  of  Americans  would  be  instructed  in  those 
social,  moral  and  religious  teachings  which  would 
!?uarantee  for  them  a  long  and  prosperous  life  in 
this  wonderful  land  for  which  so  many  made 
p^eat  sacrifices  and  for  which  many  laid  down 
their  lives. 

I  That's  why  in  this  modern  day,  when  the  Godly 
|;eaching  so  preciously  fostered  by  our  early  pio- 
neers having  been  denied  expression  in  our  pub- 
ic schools,  we  need  institutions  of  higher  learn- 
ng  which  will  foster  and  teach  the  Christian 
standards  of  living.  Out  of  our  Christian  colleges 
nust  needs  come  those  who  will,  in  life  and  deed, 
pxpress  and  practice  the  principles  of  Christian 
ethics,  good  government,  and  the  witness  of  the 
jospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  those  who  have  been 
^enied  the  teaching  thereof. 

I  Ashland  College,  in  this  field  of  endeavor,  holds 
'3,  very  high  place  to  us,  because  it  is  the  one  in- 
stitution of  Christian  higher  learning  of  the 
Brethren  Church. 

Our  early  church  fathers,  having  made  certain 
3f  Ashland  College  as  a  Brethren  institution,  paid 
Siighly  and  dearly  to  make  their  dream  a  real- 
ity. At  much  personal  and  financial  sacrifice  our 
sarly  leaders  literally  out  of  their  own  pockets 
■'bought"  the  school  when  it  looked  as  if  the 
school  would  be  lost  to  the  Church.  The  passing 
years  have  likewise  brought  its  periods  of  crisis 
and  danger.  All  of  these  liave  been  weathered, 
and  our  thanks  rise  to  our  heavenly  Father,  for 


His  beneficence  toward  us,  and  to  all  Brethren 
and  friends  who  have  risen  to  the  needs  of  the 
passing  years. 

More  than  the  buildings,  and  they  are  excel- 
lent; more  than  the  A.dministration,  the  Faculty, 
and  we  can  be  proud  of  them ;  more  than  the  stu- 
dents, full  of  promise;  yes,  more  than  all  of 
these,  is  the  fact  that  Ashland  College  and  Sem- 
inary is  the  personification  and  the  reality  of  that 
concept  of  Christian  higher  education  which  is 
basically  essential  in  the  training  of  youth  for 
the  responsibilities  of  Christian  living  today  and 
tomorrow. 

Even  more  important  is  the  fact  that  Ashland 
College  and  Seminary  is  the  Brethren  Institution 
of  higher  Christian  learning.  Here  Brethren 
young  people  can  come ;  here  they  can  be  trained 
for  positions  in  our  churches  and  communities — 
for  our  pulpits,  for  our  mission  fields,  for  teach- 
ing positions  in  our  schools.  Here  also  can  be 
trained  our  young  people  for  places  of  leadership 
in  business  and  government.  There  is  really  no 
limit  to  the  outreach  and  influence  of  a  Chris- 
tian young  person  with  a  college  education.  The 
Administration  of  our  college  recognizes  this  and 
has  accepted  the  challenge  and  the  responsibility. 

No  Church  College  can  exist  as  such  apart 
from  the  loyal  and  continued  support  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Church.  We  need  to  send  our  young 
people  to  Ashland  for  their  college  education.  We 
need  also  to  liberally  support  our  college  and 
seminary  with  our  gifts. 

At  this  Educational  Day  offering  time,  the 
Brethren  Church  has  opportunity  to  speak  and 
give  in  support  of  Christian  Education  at  Ash- 
land. To  remain  negative  is  to  break  faith  with 
those  who  have  preceded  us;  and  which  is  worse, 
to  break  faith  with  those  who  will  come  after  us 
— our  young  people.  Let  us,  through  our  gifts, 
give  a  positive  answer  to  the  needs  of  our  col- 
lege and  seminary  at  Ashland.  W.  S.  B, 
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Youth    ARE    Important 

at    Ashland    College 


DR.  GLEMN 


CLAYTON,  President, 

Ashland  College  and  Seminary 


As  I  WRITE  THESE  WORDS,  the  halls  of 
Ashland  College  are  once  again  alive  with 
students.  The  seventy-eighth  year  of  service  to 
the  Brethren  Church  and  the  community  has  be- 
gun. There  are  533  young  people  enrolled  in  the 
day  classes  and  about  300  in  evening  and  exten- 
sion courses.  All  are  full  of  purpose  and  hope,  all 
are  expectant  of  a  good  year  of  competent,  Chris- 
tian-based training. 

They  have  a  right  to  be  so.  They  are  young 
people.  They  will  soon  be  called  to  leadership  in 
church  and  community  as  ministers,  missionaries, 
teachers,  business  men,  professional  men,  house- 
wives, or  any  one  of  hundreds  of  specialized  vo- 
cations. Tomorrow,  we  shall  look  to  them  to  car- 
ry on  in  our  place.  Youth  are  important. 

The  Brethren  Church  has  many  needs,  all 
worth  our  consideration.  Our  church  is  young  it- 
self, with  ever-widening  horizons  of  church  ex- 
tension, home  and  foreign  missions,  local  church 
work,  and  evangelization.  All  this  must  be  sup- 
ported generously. 

Yet,  when  the  whole  story  is  told,  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  program  will  depend  upon  dedi- 
cated, capable  leadership,  thoroughly  grounded  in 
Brethren  doctrine  and  called  to  Brethren  service. 
Furthermore,  that  leadership  must  be  trained 
professionally  for  the  job  to  be  done.  Regardless 
of  its  sincerity,  that  leadership  will  fail  unless 
equipped  with  the  very  best  college  training  avail- 
able. Whatever  program  the  church  may  have, 
that  program  is  doomed  to  failure  without 
trained  leadership.  Youth  are  important,  too! 

To  this  end,  the  serving  of  the  Brethren  Church 
through  the  fully  accredited  training  of  church 
young  people,  Ashland  College  was  founded  and 
to  this  end  the  college  operates  today. 

Because  young  people  are  so  important  the  col- 
lege is  pushing  ahead  on  a  five-fold  development 
program  to  make  possible  the  greatest  service  to 


youth.  In    summary,    the    program    proposes    to 
strengthen  the  college : 

1.  through  the  securing  of  a  group  of  750  se-ti 
lected  students  who  can  oest  profit  from  such! 
training, 

2.  through  the  development  of  the  best  possible!' 
relations  between  church  and  college  and  the] 
further  extension  of  the  work  of  the  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary, 

3.  through  the  colorful  planning  of  courses  of- 
fered to  insure  the  highest  possible  scholastic| 
standards  as  compared  to  work  offered  by' 
other  similar  colleges, 

4.  through  the  construction  of  additional  dormi- 
tory space  for  women,  a  new  science  build-: 
ing,  and  additional  library  space  to  meet  the! 
needs  of  a  modern  college,  and  ' 

5.  through  the  provision  of  reserve  funds  foii 
endowments,  scholarships,  and  building  opera- j 
tions  to  secure  the  college  in  less  prosperousi 
times  to  come.  i 

The  record  of  service  and  achievement  to  date 
has  been  good.  What  is  done  in  the  future  de-, 
pends  upon  those  who  believe  in  the  church  and! 
college  enough  to  care  for  that  future.  Tlie  costj 
will  be  heavy,  the  competition  keen,  and  the  prob- 
lems many.  At  the  same  time,  the  rewards  in. 
young  lives  will  continue  to  be  great. 
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The  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren 
!]hurches  has  agreed  that  youth  are  importani, 
l;oo.  To  give  the  church  an  opportunity  to  pay 
l;he  cost  of  training  Brethren  students  in  the 
college  and  the  seminary,  the  conference  has  des- 
gnated  October  as  Education  Month,  when  all 
loyal  Brethren  will  be  asked  to  give  to  this  im- 
portant project. 

Ashland  College  and  Seminary  are  training 
|:hese  young  people  for  the  great  tasks  before 
;hem.  They  are  receiving  accredited  college  train- 
ing, recognized  among  colleges  for  its  excellence 
lind  completeness.  They  will  soon  be  ready  to 
jvork  in  the  churches  and  community  and  they 
Ivill  do  a  commendable  job. 

!  Of  course,  the  program  is  costly.  Most  worth- 
jVhile  things  are.  Well-trained  faculty,  good 
ijquipment  and  fine  libraries  cost  money  but  are 
^dispensable  to  the  young  person  who  really 
i',ares  about  his  future. 

I  The  ordinary  income  of  the  college  is  not  ade- 
quate to  pay  the  heavy  cost.  Student  tuition  and 
fees  and  endowment  income  do  cover  most  of 
t,  but  there  is  a  balance  which  must  be  raised 
ihrough  gifts  of  interested  persons  who  believe 
In  the  importance  of  youth  as  we  do. 
I  Again  this  year  we  are  glad  to  welcome  to  our 
tampus  a  fine  group  of  young  people  who  belong 
.0  other  faiths.  Their  presence  makes  the  cam- 
)us  a  place  where  true  learning  can  take  place. 
)ur  people  learn  to  respect  the  views  and  opin- 
ions of  others  and  are  challenged  and  strength- 
ened in  their  own  beliefs.  At  the  same  time  the 
iBrethren  Church  has  the  privilege  of  playing 
lost  to  a  large  group  of  non-Brethren  young  peo- 
ple who  would  otherwise  have  no  contact  with 
Ihe  church.  This  influence  among  the  leadership 
Sf  the  nation  and  state  is  a  tremendous  factor  in 
|;he  national  service  of  the  Brethren  Church  and 
i?hould  be  viewed  with  justifiable  pride  as  a  ser- 
vice well-rendered. 

^;  The  cost  of  this  non-Brethren  group  will  be 
{jorne  by  contributions  from  alumni  and  friends 
outside  the  church.  In  1955-57  that  actual  cost 
above  tuition,  fees,  and  endowment  will  amount 
Lo  $175  per  student. 

Now,  just  as  our  friends  are  asked  to  pay  their 
pwn  way,  I  am  sure  the  church  expects  to  do  the 
same.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  church  be- 
cause the  benefits  reaped  by  the  church  from 
iBrethren    students  are  so  much    more    direct. 

The  need,  then,  for  the  Educational  Day  offer- 
ing this  year  is  the  raising  of  enough  money  to 


DR.  GLENN  L.  CLAYTON 


pay  the  additional  cost  of  Brethren  students  in 
the  college  and  enough  money  beyond  that  to 
cover  salaries,  refunds,  library,  and  incidental 
costs  of  the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  That 
figure  for  the  college  is  $12,250,  and  for  the  Sem- 
inary, $27,300.  The  total  offering,  therefore  must 
equal  $39,550  if  the  Brethren  Church  is  to  pro- 
vide for  the  costs   of  its  own  youths. 

This  seventy-eighth  year  will  be  a  significant 
one  in  the  lives  of  the  young  people  in  training 
on  the  Ashland  College  campus.  Whether  we 
agree  or  not,  it  will  also  be  significant  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Brethren  Church.  The  youth  of  today 
are  the  leaders  of  tomorrow.  If  they  are  trained 
to  know  and  respect  the  Brethren  Church  and  if 
their  college  training  is  related  to  the  church, 
then  as  they  grow  older  they  will  be  apt  to  con- 
tinue to  serve  and  love  that  church.  The  young 
people  on  the  Ashland  College  campus  this  year 
will  have  that  advantage.  The  investment  of 
$39,550  in  them  will  be  well-spent  as  an  invest- 
ment in  the  future. 

The  need  is  so  apparent  and  the  promise  of  har- 
vest so  great  that  I  am  sure  Brethren  people 
everywhere  will  respond  generously  and  enthusi- 
astically. 
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THE  BEETHREN  EVANGELIST^ 


Youth  are  as  Important  as  Tomorrowl 


EACH  GENERATION  since  time  began  has 
recognized  the  truth  of  the  statement  that  the 
world  of  tomorrow  depends  upon  the  youth  of  to- 
da.y.  And  indeed  our  world  of  tomorrow  depends 
upon  our  young  people  of  today.  These  young  peo- 
ple who  are  now  coming  into  physical  and  emo- 
tional maturity  will  shortly  be  taking  their  places 
in  adult  life. 

The  statement  that  "only  God  knows  the  full- 
est potential  of  a  human  being"  is  also  very  true. 
Who  but  the  Master  Teacher  would  have  dis- 
cerned the  possibilities  that  lay  dormant  within 
Peter,  the  fisherman?  Who  of  you  understands 
the  possibilities  that  lie  within  your  own  son  or 
daughter  ? 

This,  then,  is  the  challenge  of  education,  or 
more  particularly  of  Christian  education.  We 
must  ever  strive  to  equip  our  young  people  to 
take  their  places  in  the  world  of  tomorrow.  We 
must  ever  seek  to  develop  and  put  to  use  any 
latent  talents  or  abilities  that  the  Creator  has 
given  them. 

Thus,  the  challenge  of  Christian  education  is 
one  that  is  difficult  to  fully  comprehend.  Young 
people  who  enter  college  are  seeking  wider  ex- 
periences and  advanced  learning.  For  this,  they 
are  bringing  minds  which  can  be  molded — which 
are  as  yet  pliable.  It  is  possible  to  develop  thought 
processes,  and  to  alter,  and  in  some  cases,  create 
patterns  for  making  decisions.  It  is  entirely  pos- 
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sible  to  build  attitudes  that  will  last  a  life  time 
and  to  shape  character.  Certainly,  a  college  avow-i 
edly  Christian  with  a  Christian  heritage  and  mes- 
sage is  best  fitted  tO'  do  all  of  this. 

Also,  young  people  who  enter  college  are  pre- 
paring themselves  for  specific  vocations.  Agair 
training  in  a  church-related  college  is  invaluable^ 
Who  can  estimate  the  difference  between  the  in-i 
fluence  exerted  by  a  dedicated  Christian  teach! 
er  and  one  who  is  an  unbeliever?  Surely  there  is 
a  difference  between  the  Christian  doctor  whd 
looks  to  God  for  guidance  and  one  who  trusts 
only  himself.  We  all  believe  there  is  a  difference 
in  dealing  with  a  Christian  business  man  and  one 
who  makes  no  profession. 

The  Brethren  Church  is  highly  privileged  to  b^ 
able  through  its  maintenance  of  a  Christian  col- 
lege to  make  this  difference  in  the  leaders  of  to-, 
morrow  and  thus  in  the  world  of  tomorrow. 

For  example,  some  of  the  young  men  who  comej 
to  college  this  fall  will  be  studying  to  enter  thel 
ministry.  Let  us  say  that  a  young  man  who  be- 
comes a  minister  will  lead  at  least  ten  people  tc; 
the  Lord  each  year.  In  a  ministry  of  forty  years} 
duration  he  would  lead  four  hundred  people  t( 
Christ-  Surely,  the  fact  that  we  maintain  a  Chris  i 
tian  college  and  seminary  would  make  a  "differ- 
ence" in  the  lives  of  these  people.  j 

Our  Brethren  college  is  proving  to  be  a  blessing] 
to  people  of  other  denominations.  Many  students! 
from  near-by  localities  are  attracted  to  Ashlanc 
because  of  its  Christian  teaching  and  atmos 
phere.  I  recently  talked  to  a  father  and  mothei] 
who  were  bringing  their  daughter  to  Ashland  t(| 
enter  her  second  year  of  college.  They  expressec 
their  deep  appreciation  for  the  opportunity  to  senc 
her  to  a  Christian  college.  It  most  surely  made 
a  "difference"  to  them. 

In  these  days  when  there  is  a  world  struggle 
for  possession  of  the  minds  of  men,  it  is  so  ver.\ 
important  to  have  Christian  training.  If  Americi 
is  to  remain  Christian  rather  than  to  becom( 
communist,  we  must  train  Christian  leadership 

The  training  of  youth  today  for  Christian  lead 
ership  and  for  the  salvation  of  men  is  as  impor 
tant  as  tomorrow.  Surely  the  Brethren  Churcl 
will  welcome  whole-heartedly  the  opportunity  t( 
support  its  own  college  and  seminary.  ; 
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STouth  are  Important 
:o  the  Brethren  Church 


logi 


F  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH  desires  ministers 
and  lay  workers,  she  must  call  and  train  young 
eople  for  her  needs.  Just  as  the  v/orld  moves 
prward  on  the  feet  of  little  children,  so  the 
fiethren  Church  can  grow  and  expand  locally  and 
jway  from  home  as  she  develops  leadership 
'pong  her  youth. 

The  Brethren  Church  has  young  people  who 
ave  declared  their  intention  of  serving  Christ 
[nd  the  church  in  special  capacities.  In  the  1955 
pason  of  Brethren  Summer  Camps,  131  dedicated 
jiemselves  as  life  work  recruits.  In  the  summer 
If  1956,  122  Intermediates  and  Seniors  dedicated 
lemselves  also,  but  few  Juniors  in  this  list. 

In  Ashland  College  this  semester  there  are 
!t  least  30  more  Brethren  who  belong  to  the 
|roup  of  life  work  recruits.  Then  we  may  add  to 
|iat  number  20  more  Brethren  who  are  studying 
I  the  Seminary.  Look  at  that  total:  300  and 
bove. 


That  is  a  most  impressive  figure!  Surely  there 
will  be  enough  workers  for  the  Brethren  Church 
in  that  group.  Yes,  but  many  of  our  prospects 
gain  the  idea  that  they  are  not  considered  impor- 
tant to  the  Brethren  Church,  and  so  drift  away. 
Where  could  they  get  such  a  mistaken  idea? 

Can  it  be  that  we  have  not  set  the  call  of  the 
church  before  them  in  all  of  its  challenge  and 
oppO'rtunity  ? 

Perhaps  we  have  not  given  them  the  impres- 
sion that  we  recognize  Ashland  College  and  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  as  the  proper  place  for 
training. 

Let  us  show  them  that  we  are  for  them  and 
the  Brethren  institution  of  higher  training! 


Prayer  Chapel  in  the  Memorial  Chapel 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Youth  are  Important, 
too,  to  Our  Community 

BEN  F.  ZERCHER,  Vice-President, 

Ashlcand  College  Board  of  Trustees 

YES,  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  of  all  of  us, 
because  they  are  the  ones  who  can  and  will 
adjust  themselves  to  changing  times — rapidly 
changing  social,  economic  and  educational  stan- 
dards of  living.  Many  of  us  who  are  older  will 
find  the  necessary  adjustments  much  more  dif- 
ficult. 


For  a  number  of  years  it  has  been  my  privi- 
lege to  observe  the  progress  of  many  of  the  local 
graduates  of  Ashland  College.  I  think  of  some 
who  are  now  in  industry,  filling  important  posi- 
tions, some  in  the  medical  profession,  still  others 
in  the  legal  profession,  and  of  course,  many  in 
other  and  miscellaneous  positions  of  importance. 

Not  the  least  in  number  and  importance  have 
been  the  students  trained  for  the  Ministry  in 
Ashland  College  Seminary.  Some  are  serving 
churches  in  the  local  area  and  many  are  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty  of  Ashland  College.  This  group 
presents  a  great  force  for  good  in  the  commun- 
ity. 


Ashland  College,  a  Christian  college,  will,  durj 
ing  the  years  just  ahead,  have  the  opportunity  oil 
extending  its  influence  for  good  in  the  commun 
ity,  because  of  the  large  increase  in  student  bodj 
and  the  resultant  increase  in  the  number  of  grad- 
uates annually.  Surely  in  Ashland  College  oujj 
community  has  a  great  asset.  So  many  of  ouij 
young  people  can  get  a  Christian  education  withj 
in  its  doors — and  since  "Youth  are  importan ' 
too"  they  will  continue  to  show  their  apprecia 
tion  of  Ashland  College  by  their  influence  anc 
leadership  in  the  community. 


A  Seminary  Class  in  session 
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hYOUTH  are  IMPORTANT,  too"  ■- 


Charles  Huff 


^OUTH!  Potentially  the  most  valuable  asset  of 
■l  our  United  States  today.  Youth!  Filled  with 
leal,  drive,  imagination,  determination  and  cour- 
ige.  Youth!  Ready  to  be  molded  and  shaped  into 
vessels — priceless  and  useful.  Youth!  Needing 
^our  help,  your  encouragement,  your  understand- 
ng. 

Today  our  public  schools  are  breaking  at  the 
seams,  our  colleges  and  universities  are  growing 
)y  leaps  and  bounds.  The  young  people  are  eager- 
y  looking  to  our  schools  and  institutions  of 
ligher  learning  for  guidance,  training  and  edu- 
ation.  They  realize  that  only  by  improving  them- 
jjelves  can  they  hope  to  improve  the  world  in 
jVhich  they  live.  Young  people  thirst  for  truth, 
i;hey  long  for  it. 

\  Each  year  the  small  church  related  college  is 
liscovering  that  its  responsibility  is  growing 
ven  faster  than  its  enrollment.  Industry,  busi- 
ness and  the  professions,  too,  are  realizing  that 
■he  church  related  college  is  tops  for  training 
l^oung  people  for  any  field.  In  recent  years  indus- 
try alone  has  given  thousands  of  dollars  to  such 
Institutions  knowing  that  these  same  institutions 
yill  be  training  the  chemists,  machinists,  secre- 
mes  and  executives  for  their  growing  concerns. 

!  Why  this  interest  in  the  well  being  of  the 
jhurch  related  college?  Because  it  is  generally 
;mall,  the  student  is  not  merely  a  number,  one 
imong  thousands.  He  is  part  of  a  family  that  is 
jrrowing  and  developing  together.  And  most  im- 
bortant  of  all  is  that  this  growth  and  develop- 
ment is  nourished  by  Christian  influence  and 
j)ackground. 

'.  Brethren,  it's  time  that  we  woke  up  to  the  fact 
ij\shland  College  is  just  such  a  college.  It  was 
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founded  by  our  early  Brethren  so  that  it  might 
serve  the  Brethren  Church  by  providing  Chris- 
tian education  for  the  youth  of  the  Church.  The 
appalling  fact  is  that  the  Church  as  a  whole  has 
been  indifferent  to  the  college  and  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  it  is  serving. 

Your  investment  in  Ashland  College  is  an  in- 
vestment in  the  future  of  the  Brethren  Church 
and  of  your  communities.  Have  you  encouraged 
your  child  to  consider  Ashland  College  for  his 
training  ?  Have  you  prayed  for  the  College  ?  Have 
you  supported  it  financially?  The  youth  of  the 
nation  are  ready  to  be  molded  and  shaped  into 
vessels — priceless  and  useful.  Ashland  College  is 
ready  to  do  its  part  with  your  help.  Givei  because 
you  have  a  concern — YOUTH. 


:)upport  Ashland   College  and  Seminary 

with  your  liberal  giving  this   month. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST' 


What  Is  Man   ? 


Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins 


JN  THE  PASSING  HOURS  of  late  summer,  man 
is  prone  to  think  seriously  of  his  existence  and 
his  destiny.  The  Psalmist  in  the  144th  Psalm, 
has  written  these  words,  "0  Lord,  what  is  man 
that  thou  dost  regard  him,  or  the  Son  of  Man 
that  thou  dost  think  of  Him?"  Man  is  like  a 
breath,  his  days  are  like  a  passing  shadow." 
These  words  have  always  encouraged  deep  think- 
ing in  the  minds  of  all  who  read.  And  it  is  good 
for  intelligent  people  to  stop  once  in  a  while, 
amidst  the  turmoil  of  life,  and  to  think  seriously 
on  this  question. 

A  little  boy,  after  one  week  at  school  said  to 
his  mother,  "Now  that  I  have  learned  so  much 
this  week,  when  will  the  things  I  know  be  more 
than  the  things  I  don't  know?"  Most  of  us  can 
remember  when  we  too  were  quite  impressed  with 
the  extent  of  our  knowledge.  Children  coming 
home  from  college  are  often  horrified  by  the  old 
fashioned  habits  of  Mother  and  Dad,  and  the  lim- 
itations of  their  understanding,  but  we  soon  find 
that  the  more  education  one  receives,  the  more 
vast  becomes  the  extent  of  that  which  we  do  not 
know.  Even  though  we  should  live  a  thousand 
years,  finally  it  becomes  apparent  that  the  things 
we  do  not  know  will  always  overshadow  the 
things  we  do  know,  and  that  there  is  no  place 
for  pride  in  the  heart  of  man. 

I  like  to  picture  the  Psalmist  lying  out  on  the 
hillside,  beneath  the  warm  summer  sun,  watch- 
ing the  clouds  drift  lazily  by — as  he  wrote  these 
words.  For  they  are  very  much  to  the  point — 
when  we  think  of  God  who  creates  the  universe, 
then  man  seems  very  insignificant.  He  is  indeed 
a  passing  shadow,  or  a  mere  breath  in  the  space 
of  eternity,  and  one  of  the  most  profound  mys- 
teries of  Life,  is  that  God  should  be  concerned 
at  all  with  such  a  creature.  Whatever  the  reason 
may  be,  that  God  does  care,  is  certainly  not  with- 
in the  extent  of  our  knowledge. 


(A    radio   sermon   on   "The    Brethren   Voice,"  Station. 
WRTC,    Elkhart,   Indiana.) 


In  the  light  of  these  words  of  the  Psalmist,] 
our  humanistic  pride  is  soon  humbled.  Genera- 
tions, like  children  starting  to  school,  are  often  j 
overly  impressed  with  their  cleverness  and  wis-' 
dom.  We  are  not  the  first  generation  to  be  jarred  i 
awake  by  these  words — for  man  is  prone  to  en-j 
tertain  romantic  thoughts  of  his  own  adequacy  j 
and  ability  to  control  his  destiny.  Isn't  it  strange  j 
that  every  forward  step  simply  reveals  a  greater^ 
field  of  mystery?  Life  is  truly  a  school,  and  only' 
the  beginner  dares  believe  that  man  can  ever  ex- 
plore thoroughly  the  mysteries  of  his  existence. 


I  think  our  failure  so  often  is  due  to  a  misun- 
derstanding of  the  main  issues.  What  we  can 
learn  and  manipulate  are  not  always  the  essen- 
tial things.  The  world  of  nature  reveals  its  se- 
crets to  inquisitive  men,  but  those  secrets  have 
to  do  with  the  Outer  World,  and  really  friends, 
it  is  the  Inner  World  that  matters  most.  All  of 
us  have  come  to  see,  after  two  world  wars  in 
one  generation — that  it  is  in  the  field  of  human 
relations  that  man  will  rise  or  fall.  Now  it  is 
true  that  we  are  able  to  learn  a  great  deal  about 
human  relations,  but  when  it  comes  to  solving 
the  problems  we  are  able  to  so  clearly  analyze, 
we  must  become  different  kinds  of  persons.  All 
of  our  knowledge  does  not  help  us  here — for  be-i 
coming  what  we  know  we  ought  to  be  is  still  be- 
yond us. 

All  of  us  must  recognize  that  this  problem  of 
being  transformed  is  the  essential  mystery  of 
our  life.  It  is  the  spiritual  problem  and  the  final 
aim  of  religion.  How  shall  we  become  the  kind 
of  persons  who  can  live  in  our  world  without  de- 
stroying our  world  and  ourselves  ?  The  beginning 
of  all  wisdom  is  to  see  this  as  the  vital  issue 
concerning  human  existence.  We  shall  never  know 
as  much  as  we  do  not  know!  In  God's  infinite 
wisdom,  the  balance  must  always  be  against  us, 
but  we  can  know  enough  to  build  a  good  and  de- 
cent society — if  we  learn  how  to  become  the  right 
kind  of  persons.  We  will  be  a  fair  distance  along 
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the  way,  if  we  come  to  understand  and  recog- 
nize this. 

We  must  constantly  ask  God  for  this  wisdom 
! — it  is  essential  to  life.  It  is  the  Good  News  of 
ithe  Gospel — that  this  is  precisely  what  He  did 
jin  Jesus  Christ.  This  IS  the  wisdom  of  God 
which  so  often  seems  foolish  to  the  minds  of  men. 
[For  there  are  so  many  things  we  cannot  know, 
jbut  we  can  know  Christ  Jesus,  and  that  is  all  the 
[wisdom  or  knowledge  we  need  to  live  by,  in  the 
midst  of  all  mystery. 

It  was  Paul  the  great  apostle  who  probably  un- 
derstood this  truth  better  than  anyone  else,  and 
he  wrote  near  the  close  of  his  life,  despite  his 
own  physical  infirmities  and  mental  inadequacy 
—"I  can  do  all  things  in  Him  who  strengthens 
me."  Paul  understood  that  though  he  now  must 
look  through  a  glass  darkly,  that  there  were 
many  mysteries  which  he  could  never  understand 
i— All  that  was  necessary  was  faith  in  his  Lord 
jChrist  Jesus,  and  strength  for  every  need  was 
Ihis.  Few  of  us  are  able  to  realize  how  much  this 
strengthening  of  Christ  would  mean  to  us  indi- 
Ividually,  and  we  go  along  battling  the  problems 
and  difficulties  of  life  in  our  own  wisdom.  What 
wonder  we  fail  to  meet  life  acceptably  so  often. 

If  we  would  come  to  know  this  strengthening 
dt  Christ,  I  am  sure  that  man  would  be  enabled 
to  deal  with  temptation  in  a  much  finer  way  than 
heretofore.  Someone  has  said  that  a  Christian 
jivho  cannot  handle  temptation  is  like  a  motorcar 
without  a  motor — he  may  go  forward  by  being 
pushed  or  towed,  but  he  never  generates  any 
power  of  his  own.  Now  being  a  Christian  doesn't 
nean  that  we  escape  temptation  either — or  that 
*ve  live  in  such  a  rarefied  spiritual  atmosphere 


that  temptations  are  never  real.  Actually  to  be 
a  Christian,  increases  the  temptations  that  come 
to  men. 

For  temptation  is  the  inevitable  outcome  of  a 
mission  in  Life — the  greater  the  mission,  the 
greater  the  temptation.  It  is  a  testing,  a  selec- 
tion by  suffering,  in  the  light  of  your  faith  by 
which  your  mission  is  accomplished.  The  record 
of  our  Lord's  temptation  follows  closely  upon 
His  baptism.  Straightway  after  Jesus  accepted 
His  mission.  He  was  thrown  into  the  wilderness 
of  doubt,  uncertainty,  and  indecision,  as  to  the 
best  means  of  realizing  His  divine  commission. 
You  remember  the  story  of  how  the  Tempter 
offered  Him  the  easier,  more  obvious,  but  even- 
tually suicidal  methods  of  accomplishing  His  pur- 
pose. 

First,  Satan  wanted  Jesus  to  turn  stones  into 
bread.  What  greater  temptations  have  we  Amer- 
icans today  than  to  think  that  if  we  feed  men 
they  will  follow  us.  Jesus  considered  this  method. 
The  temptation  was  very  real.  Only  by  trusting 
in  the  wisdom  of  God  was  Jesus  able  to  escape, 
"It  is  written,  Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone, 
but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  forth  from  the 
Mouth  of  God."  Later  on  He  said,  'T  am  the 
Bread  of  Life,  he  that  cometh  to  me  shall  never 
hunger,  and  he  that  believeth  on  me  shall  never 
thirst." 

Then  Satan  wanted  to  destroy  our  Lord's  Mis- 
sion by  tempting  Him  to  put  on  a  public  demon- 
stration of  His  Divine  Powers,  saying,  "If  you 
are  the  Son  of  God,  throw  yourself  down  from 
this  pinnacle  in  the  temple"  .  .  .  But  Jesus  said, 
"Ye  shall  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God."  No  won- 
der so  many  are  lost  in  the  striving  for  public 
acclaim,  and  popularity — for  man  is  prone  to  seek 
it  in  his  own  wisdom. 

Finally  the  Devil  took  Jesus  to  a  high  moun- 
tain and  showed  Him  the  Kingdoms  of  the  world, 
and  the  glory  of  them,  saying,  "All  these  I  will 
give  you,  if  you  will  fall  down  and  Worship  Me." 
In  other  words,  forget  all  about  your  mission — 
here  is  a  short  cut  to  glory.  Just  substitute  me 
for  God,"  said  the  Devil.  But  Jesus  answered, 
"You  shall  worship  the  Lord  your  God,  and  Him 
only  shall  you  serve."  The  lessons  contained 
within  the  temptation  experiences  of  our  Lord 
should  be  very  vivid  to  all  of  us,  when  we  con- 
sider. "J.ust  what  is  Man,  0  Lord,  that  thou  art 
mindful  of  him?" 

It  was  Paul  again  who  said  one  day,  "I  am  not 
ashamed  of  the  Gospel;  for  it  is  the  Power  of 
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God  unto  Salvation,  to  every  one  who  has  Faith." 
A  Missionary  Superintendent  visited  the  far 
Eastern  Field  one  day  and  listened  to  the  Mis- 
sionaries story  of  glowing  success  among  the  na- 
tive people  there.  Looking  out  of  the  carriage 
he  saw  an  aged  outcast  woman,  working  knee 
deep  in  the  mud  of  a  Rice  Paddy,  underneath  a 
scorching  sun.  Sarcastically  he  said,  "What  can 
a  woman  like  that  understand  about  Christ  or 
Christianity?"  The  Missionary  replied  quickly, 
"She  knows  that  Christ  is  stronger  than  all  the 
Demons  in  her  life  before  she  met  Him." 

You  see,  we  may  not  be  able  to  explain  all  the 
mysteries  of  Life — to  understand  all  the  glories 
of  Christ  and  Salvation.  Just  knowing  that  God 
is  mindful  of  us,  and  cared  enough  to  send  His 
Son  into  the  World  seeking  after  us — should 
be  enough  to  give  purpose  and  Mission  to  all 
of  Life.  All  men    seemingly    spend    their    lives 


seeking  Salvation ;  what  a  pity  that  so  many  seek  i 
it  in  their  work,  their  ambitions,  their  pleasures,  i 
Man  is  so  created  that  he  must  find  something; 
outside  himself  which  gives  life  meaning.  Wei 
must  find  an  answer  to  the  frustrations,  the 
sufferings,  the  disappointments  of  life.  Our  life' 
is  a  constant  seeking  after  that  which  would 
bring  Peace  and  Dignity,  and  satisfaction  to  our 
innermost  being.  Why  is  it  so  difficult  for  man 
to  understand  that  we  are  God's  creation — ere-; 
ated  in  His  image?  We  have  been  bought  with' 
the  price  of  the  blood  of  His  only  Son,  and  that  I 
we  can  become  His  Sons  through  that  Redeeming] 
sacrifice  on  Calvary's  Cross.  Why  not  seek  to  be- 
come that  which  God  has  planned  for  you?  It 
cannot  fail  to  be  above  and  beyond  your  own 
possibilities  or  dream  for  yourself.  God  is  mind- 
ful of  even  you. 

Elkhart,  Indiana. 
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POSSIBLE  CAMP  SITE  FOR  OHIO  BRETHREN  ?? 


T 


'HE  BRETHREN  of  the  Ohio  District  have  been  giv-      own    Camp    Site    for    their   young    peoples'    camp.    Lasl<j 
ing  consideration  to  the  possibility  of  securing  their      July,   with   a    certain    property    in    mind   at    Springfield 


Hi 
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Ohio,  the  Camp  Site  Committee  and  the  Conference 
Board  of  Trustees  were  asked  to  look  it  over,  and  if 
deemed  advisable,  to  take  an  option  on  it  so  that  Con- 
ference, in  1957,  might  take  final  action  on  the  matter. 

After  looking  over  the  Springfield  property,  the  Camp 
Site  Committee  and  the  Conference  Board  of  Trustees 
decided    against   it. 

Since  that  time,  another  possibility  has  developed  in 
the  form  of  a  faun  located  about  seven  miles  from  Loud- 
onville.  This  farm  consists  of  82  acres  on  which  there 
is  a  barn  about  30x60  feet,  a  seven  room  house,  double 
garage  and  an  implement  shed  about  the  same  size  as 
the  garage.  It  is  a  beautiful  setting  for  a  camp.  There 
are  springs  on  the  farm  to  feed  a  lake  or  pool  for  swim- 
ming. The  accompanying  picture  shows  the  general  lay 
of  the  land,  and  some  of  its  scenic  beauty  and  attrac- 
;tion.  The  price  is  $9,000  to  $10,000. 

I  Representatives  of  the  Camp  Site  Committee,  the  Con- 
ference Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Conference  Executive 
.Committee,  looked  over  the  property  recently,  and  they 
I  agreed  that  it  is  a  desirable  site  for  a  camp. 

I  The  difficulty  faced  in  the  securing-  of  a  farm  such 
as  this  is  that  the  property  owner  does  not  want  to  wait 
a  year  before  the  final  decision  is  made  on  the  matter. 
The  Conference  Board  of  Trustees  do  not  feel  that  they 
jjcan  proceed  until  they  have  the  consent  of  Conference. 
iThe  Trustees,  as  well  as  the  Camp  Site  Committee  feel 
ithat  this  matter  could  not  be  given  final  action  by  the 
delegates  at  Conference  as  they  (delegates)  would  not 
jwant  to  act  until  they  could  present  this  matter  to  the 
'local  church.  Thus,  this  appeal  is  being  made  directly 
I  to  the  local  churches,  asking  them  to  take  a  general  poll 
to  see  if  the  Brethren  in  Ohio  want  a  camp  site  of  their 
own,  and  if  they  will  financially  back  it. 

This  farm  is  located  so  that  about  30  acres  which  lie 
across  the  road  (not  in  the  pictured  area)  could  be  sold 
'to  an  adjoining  farmer,  in  the  event  that  the  entire  82 
acres  is  not  desired.  If  this  were  done,  it  would  mean 
:that  the  actual  investment  would  be  approximately 
|$7,000  to  $8,000,  depending  on  the  purchase  price.  It  is 
i  estimated  that  another  $10,000  to  $12,000  would  be  re- 
'  quired  to  develop  the  farm  into  a  camp  site  suitable 
for  the  desired  purposes.  The  development  could  span 
a   possible    five    year   period. 

A  total  figure  of  around  $20,000  is  thus  arrived  at, 
which  could  be  raised  over  a  five-year  period.  There  are 
20  churches  in  the  Ohio  District  to  help  on  this  project. 
It  would  mean  an  average  of  $200.00  per  year  for  five 
years  from  each  of  the  20  churches.  This  is  considered 
a  very  reasonable  investment  for  the  accomplishment 
jof  so  worthy  a  goal. 

The  matter  rests  now  in  the  hands  of  the  local  Churches 
and  Sunday  Schools.  A  frank  response  from  each  Church 
and  Sunday  School  is  desired  by  the  Committee.  It  is 
suggested  that  this  matter  be  presented  to  the  Official 
Board  and/or  the  Sunday  School  of  each  Ohio  District 
Church,  with  a  reply  being  sent  to  the  Committee  within 
the  next  few  weeks. 

The  Ohio  District  Brethren  have  a  wonderful  oppor- 
tunity to  develop  their  own,  permanent  camp  site;  this 
site  is  very  desirable,  and,  if  a  camp  site  is  really  desired 
by  the  Ohio  Brethren,  response  should  be  positive,  and 
soon. 


This  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Camp  Site  Committee 
at  this  time  is  necessitated  by  the  fact  that  from  time 
to  time  there  is  difficulty  in  renting  a  suitable  camp 
for  the  summer  camping  program.  It  is  doubtful  if  Camp 
Zion  will  be  available  to  the  Ohio  Brethren  next  year  due 
to  an  expansion  of  their  own  program. 

The  Ohio  District  Camp  Site  Committee  asks  Ohio 
Brethren  Churches  to  send  their  reply  to:  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Hoffman,  Chairman,  Ohio  District  Brethren  Camp  Site 
Committee,    Smithville,    Oliio,    within    the    next    30    days. 


News    From    Our 
Churches 

NORTH   GEORGETOWN,   OHIO 

A  Revival  Meeting  was  held  at  the  North  Georgetown 
Brethren  Church  from  September  9th  to  16th,  inclusive. 
The  Evangelist  was  Rev.  William  Anderson  of  the  Pleas- 
ant Hill,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church. 

Attendance  at  the  services  was  good,  with  delegations 
attending  from  other  Churches.  These  delegations  also 
presented  special  music.  Visiting  churches  were  the  Lu- 
theran Church  of  North  Georgetown,  the  Brethren 
Churches  of  Louisville  and  Canton.  James  Brantingham 
of  Winona  presented  two  numbers  on  Thursday  evening, 
and  the  Hoffman  family  sang  on  Friday  evening.  Nancy 
Albright  and  Dorothy  Mohr  sang  a  number  Saturday  eve- 
ning for  Youth  Night. 

After  Rev.  Anderson's  challenge  to  youth,  the  young 
people  of  the  Church  held  a  beautiful  candlelight  service. 
Everyone  joined  in  rededicating  their  lives  for  the  Lord 
at  the  close  of  the  service.  The  meetings  ended  Sunday 
with  a  basket  dinner,  with  everyone  enjoying  the  good 
food  and  fellowship.  The  result  of  the  meeting  was  that 
one  teen  age  girl  accepted  Christ  as  her  Savior.  Many 
other  results  were  indicated  which  cannot  be  given  in 
numbers. 

Everyone  truly  felt  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
were  inspired  and  challenged  to  live  a  better  life  for 
Christ. 

Rev.  Rowser,  our  Pastor,  and  Rev.  Anderson,  spent  the 
week  in  visitation,  with  42  calls  being  made  in  the  homes 
of  this  community.  Our  prayers  and  good  wishes  go  with 
Rev.  Anderson  as  he  continues  his  ministry  for  the  Lord 
at  Pleasant  Hill. 

Alice   Heironimus,   Secretary. 

A  PREACHER'S  PRAYER 

A  preacher  who  was  popular  with  his  congi-e- 
gation  explained  his  success  as  the  result  of  a 
silent  prayer  which  he  always  offered.  "Lord,  fill 
my  mouth  with  worthwhile  stuff,  and  nudge  me 
when  I've  said  enough," — Pilgrim  Holiness  Advo- 
cate. 
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rayer  Uieeting 
Studies 

IBy  G.  T.  ^ilmer 


WATCHFUL  SERVANTS 

Earthly   joys    no    longer   please    us, 

Here  would  we  renounce  them   all, 
Seek  our  only  rest  in  Jesus 

Him  our  Lord  and  Master  call. 
Faith,  our  languid  spirits  cheering, 

Points  to  brighter  woi-lds  above. 
Bid  us  look  for  His  appearing — 

Bid  us  triumph  in  His  love. 

May   our  lights   be   always   burning 

And  our  loins  be  girded  round, 
Waiting  for  our  Lord's  returning — 

Longing   for  the  welcome   sound! 
Thus  the  Christian  life  adorning. 

Never  will  we  be  afraid 
Should  He  come  at  night  or  morning — 

Early  dawn  or  evening  shade. 

,  — Selected. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  STEWARD  will  have  to  face  his 
worldliness,  sin  and  disobedience  at  Christ's  judgment 
seat  if  he  has  been  careless  about  the  winning  of  souls 
(2  Cor.  5:9,  10).  Fruitless  Christians  will  face  a  tremen- 
dous loss  (1  Cor.  3:10-15).  Though  opportunities  and 
talents  may  differ,  those  who  are  equally  faithful  will 
receive  like  rewards  (Matt.  25:14-30).  When  opportuni- 
ties are  the  same,  greater  faithfulness  will  receive  greater 
reward  (Luke  19:11-27).  The  unfaithful  servant  cheats 
himself  (Luke  19:20-26),  and  the  unprofitable  servant 
is  to  be  cast  into  outer  darkness  (Matt.  25:30)  like  salt 
that  loses  its  saltiness  (Matt.  5:13). 

The  servant  will  have  to  face  his  motives  for  service 
(Rom.  1:14). 

"Master,    where    shall    I    work    today?" 

And  my  love  flowed  warm  and  free. 
And  He  pointed  out  a  tiny  plot. 

And  He  said,  "Tend  that  for  Me." 
But  I  answered  quickly,  "Oh,  no,  not  there! 

Not  anyone  could  see. 
No   matter  how  well  my  task  was   done — 

Not  that  little  place  for  me." 
And  His  voice,  when  He  spoke,  it  was  not  stern, 

But  He  answered  me  tenderly: 
"Disciple,  search  that  heart  of  thine. 

Are  you  working   for  them   or  for  me? 
Nazareth  was  just  a  little  place, 

And  so  was  Galilee." 

— Author  Unknown. 

We  are  not  working  to  be  seen  of  men  (Matt.  6:5) 
but  that  our  works  may  glorify  God  (Matt.  5:16).  For 
what  we  may  give  up  to  serve  Christ  we  are  pi'omised 
manifold  more  in  this  present  time  (Luke  18:29,  30),  an 
hundred-fold  now   (Mark  10:29,  30),  and  a  reigning  with 


Christ  in  His  coming  Kingdom  (2  Tim.  2:11,  12;  Rev. 
2:26,  27;  3:21).  God's  greatest  rewards  are  for  the  soul 
winners  (Dan.  12:2,  3). 

We  are  gathered  here  together 

To  learn  the  will  of  God. 
He  has  sent  us  out  to  win  them 

And  share  His  precious  Word. 
We  give  ourselves  to  Jesus, 

To  bring  some  soul  to  Him. 
He  will  be  with  us  His  servants 

Nor  let  our  ardour  dim. 

Oh,  Saviour,  give  us  courage 

In  all  Thy  work  to  do. 
Help  us  to  never  doubt  Thee 

And  do  our  faith  renew. 
Accept  our  consecration 

We  seek  no  rich  reward. 
Thou  King  of  all  creation. 

Make  us  Thy  servants.  Lord. 

Selected. 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  October  14,  195& 
TEN  LAWS  FOR  LIFE 
Lesson:  Exodus  20:1-17 

REBELLION  is  the  spirit  of  our  age!  Man  has  always' 
revolted  against  law;  especially  is  this  true  of  these i 
last  days.  He  refuses  to  be  ruled  by  another.  He  seeks  hiS' 
own  will,  regardless  of  the  opinion  of  others.  With  this 
attitude   of  mind   and  heart  it  is  no  wonder  he   is  con- 
temptuous of  the  laws  of  society,  and  disdainful  of  the 
laws   of   his    parents.    BUT    THE     GREATER    DAMNA- 
TION   OF    THIS    AGE    IS    THE   TOTAL    DISREGARD 
AND  UTTER  CONTEMPT  FOR  THE  LAWS  OF  GOD! 
Yet  law  is  necessaiy  for  life.  This  we  shall  see  in  our  | 
lesson   today   concerning  "Ten  Laws   for  Life."  i 

The   Ten    Commandments    are    well    named.     They    are 
just  that— COMMANDMENTS!  They  are  not  worded  as! 
suggestions;    they    are     imperatives.     They   were     given, 
therefore,  not  for  our  consideration,   but  for  our  obedi- 
ence. 

Some  will  say^  "Oh,  that's  all  Old  Testament  stuff!"  or, 
"We  are  under  grace,  not  law!"  We  would  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  all  of  the  Old  Testament  Command- 
ments but  one  are  repeated  in  the  New  Testament.  To 
add  emphasis  to  this,  many  of  the  Old  Testament  Com- 
mandments have  a  New  Testament  counterpart.  Note  a 
few  of  them : 

1.      Old    Testament:  "Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  be- 
fore Me." 
New  Testament:  Jesus  said,  "If  any  man  come  to  Me,: 
and  hate  not  his  father,  and  moth- ! 
er,    and    wife,     and    children,    andj 
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brethren,  and  sisters,  yea,  and  his 
own  life  also,  he  cannot  be  My  dis- 
ciple (Luke  14:26.)  Nothing  must 
come   between   us   and  God! 

Old  Testament:  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of 
the  LORD    thy  God  in  vain." 

New  Testament:  "But  I  (Jesus)  say  unto  you,  Swear 
not  at  all;  neither  by  heaven;  for  it 
is  God's  throne  .  .  ."  (Matt.  5:34) 

Old  Testament:  "Honour  thy  father  and  thy  moth- 
er: that  thy  days  may  be  long  upon 
the  land  which  the  LORD  thy  God 
giveth  thee." 

New  Testament:  "Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the 
Lord:  for  this  is  right"   (Eph.  6:1). 


Old  Testament:  "Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery." 
New  Testament:  "Now  the  works  of  the  flesh  are 
manifest,  which  are  these;  Adultery 
...  I  tell  you  before,  as  I  have  also 
told  you  in  time  past,  that  they 
which  do  such  things  shall  not  in- 
herit the  kingdom  of  God"  (Gal. 
5:19,  21). 

Still    others    could    be    mentioned    if    space    permitted. 
This  is  sufficient  for  people    to    know    that    God's    Moral 
Laws   have  not    changed,   nor   has    His    attitudje  toward 
jSIN! 

An  important  question  is  raised  when  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments are  mentioned.  If  a  man  keeps  all  the  com- 
mandments does  he  gain  eternal  life  ?  The  Bible  states 
[very  clearly  that  no  man  (excepting  Jesus  Christ)  has 
jever  been  morally  and  spiritually  capable  of  obeying  the 
llaws  of  the  Holy  and  Righteous  God.  The  law  was  not 
igiven  to  bring  life,  but  conviction  of  sin.  "Wherefore  the 
law  was  our  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  unto  Christ,  that 
we  might  be  justified  by  faith"  (Gal.  3:24). 

''■  Man,  apart  from  Jesus  Christ,  is  incapable  of  wholly 
pbeying  God.  The  law  with  its  high  standard  exposed 
man's  sin.  He  needed  someone  who  would  come  to 
[empower  him  to  keep  the  law  of  God.  Jesus  Christ  came, 
ifulfilled  all  the  law,  and  became  our  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


Sunday  School  Suggestions 

The    Sunday    School  Board   of 
The  Brethren  Church 


by     Jerry  Flora 


IS  YOUR  LESSON  INTERESTING? 


A 


COLLEGE  IN  NEW  YORK  state  has  conducted  a 
study  to  find  out  what  reasons  students  give  for 
;heir  "wandering  minds" — causes  of  inattention  in  the 
blassroom.  They  reveal  some  practical  pointers  for 
;eachers. 

1.  You  are  not  ready  and  set  to  go  when  your  pupils 
;ome  into  the  room.  You  have  to  look  for  your  quarterly, 
)r  you  need  to  speak  to  someone  before  you  begin  the 
esson.  Be  ALL  ready. 


2.  Smile  occasionally.  Students  of  all  ages  want  to  study 
in  a  cheery  atmosphere.  Even  a  good,  hearty  laugh  is 
sometimes  a  fine  way  to  pick  up  lagging  attention. 

3.  Begin  with  something  interesting.  Too  many  teach- 
ers begin,  "You  will  remember  that  last  week  we  were 
studying  ..."  No  wonder  the  students  are  bored!  Begin 
with  a  striking  fact,  a  story,  a  thought-provoking  ques- 
tion, some  visual  aid — but  make  a  definite,  attention-get- 
ting beginning. 

4.  Know  your  lesson.  Know  it  so  that  you  feel  you 
can't  get  in  all  the  interesting  things  you  have  to  tell 
the  class.  Use  many  reference  books  in  preparation,  not 
just  the  quarterly.  A  well-prepared  teacher  won't  have 
much  trouble  holding  the  interest  of  the  class. 

5.  You  work  too  slowly;  you  move  too  slowly.  Your 
pupils  have  time  to  think  up  mischief  while  you  are 
getting  your  sentences  out.  Speed  up  to  the  tempo  of  the 
class.  If  you  practice  teaching  the  lesson  to  the  mirror 
at  home,  you  won't  hesitate  when  you  stand  before  your 
class    on    Sunday   morning. 

6.  Don't  do  all  the  work  yourself.  Why  not  have  mate- 
rials for  the  bulletin  board  put  up  before  class  by  a 
pupil,  rather  than  taking  precious  class  time  to  put  them 
there  yourself?  Use  your  pupils'  energies;  direct  them  in 
constructive  channels. 

7.  You  look  afraid  of  your  class.  You  will  never  be  a 
good  teacher  until  you  look  poised  and  efficient.  Two 
items  will  cure  most  of  your  nervousness:  prepare  the 
lesson  thoroughly;  practice  teaching  it  to  the  mirror  at 
home. 

8.  One  of  your  pupils  may  be  nervous,  or  may  need 
help.  Watch  his  face.  When  you  see  he  is  wavering  in 
attention  or  interest,  drop  in  a  little  illustration,  display 
some  visual  aid,  or  ask  a  question  of  him  directly.  The 
best  teachers  are  those  who  forestall  trouble,  not  those 
who  can  dominate  the  class  and  force  obedience. 

9.  You  need  to  change  the  seating  of  your  room.  Are 
you  or  the  pupils  forced  to  stare  into  bright  windows  ? 
Are  the  pupils  seated  for  best  social  adjustment  and 
work  accomplishment?  Remember  the  four  D's  which 
destroy  pupil  attention:  discomfort,  disturbance,  distrac- 
tion,   and    disinterest. 

Make  your  Sunday  school  lesson  interesting  and  enjoy- 
able by  observing  these  little  suggestions.  Most  of  the 
responsibility  rests  on  the  teacher.  As  some  educators 
put  it,  "If  the  pupil  hasn't  learned,  the  teacher  hasn't 
taught."  It's  up  to  you,  teacher!   (Adapted  from  "Link") 

How  About 
Your  Offerings? 

THE    EDUCATIONAL    DAY    OFFERING 

Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also   please   note: 

Make  checks  payable  to  Ashland  College,  and  send  to 
Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  mark  on  Envelope, 
"Educational   Day  Offering." 
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HAMMOND  ORGAN  DEDICATED 

in  Buenos  Aires 

SUNDAY  NIGHT,  AUGUST  16,  1956,  was  another 
high  light  in  our  spiritual  experience  in  the  Nunez 
church.  It  was  the  dedication  service  of  the  beautiful 
spinet  Hammond  organ  so  graciously  donated  by  the 
Brethren  in  the  States.  We  had  a  special  sacred  music 
concert  with  the  "Adelante  Juventud"  quartet,  a  women's 
trio  and  a  mixed  octette. 

Jane  Byler  played  the  organ,  giving  several  solos.  Then 
Eduardo  Palaci,  widely-known  Latin-American  evangelist 
(the  father-in-law  of  June  Byler),  directed  the  dedica- 
tory service  and  offered  prayer.  He  was  also  the  main 
speaker  of  the  service  and  gave  a  fine  evangelistic  mes- 
sage. Nearly  all  the  regular  "Adelante  Juventud"  radio 
staff  was  present  and  Brother  Harold  Stacey  also  took 
part  in  the  progi'am. 

Personal  visitation  and  invitation  in  the  Nunez  com- 
munity the  week  before  brought  many  new  people.  There 
were  more  than  a  hundred  present  and  a  wonderful 
spirit  pervaded  the  meeting.  The  salon  was  completely 
filled — every  bench  and  chair  and  all  the  space  com- 
pletely crowded.  There  were  another  20  or  25  standing 
in  the  halls  through  the  entire  two-hour  program.  We 
feel  sure  this  will  open  a  new  phase  for  our  work  in 
the  community.  Without  a  doubt,  last  Sunday's  meeting 
was  a  real  height  reacher  in  an  excellent  musical  presen- 
tation of  the  Gospel  message  along  with  personal  testi- 
mony and  a  strong  evangelistic  appeal.  Everyone  was 
in  a  reverent,  expectant  attitude  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  manifested  His  presence  in  a  marvelous  way. 
There  were  many  expressions  of  deep  joy  and  spiritual 
blessings  received. 

Expressions  of  Gratitude 

Our  own  congregation  is  still  overwhelmed  at  the 
amazing  goodness  of  God  in  permitting  our  little  church 
to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  such  a  treasured  and  beautiful 
instrument.  We  are  all  extremely  grateful  to  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  and  to  everyone  who  had  a  part  in  mak- 


ing such  a  donation  possible.  Of  course,  the  radio  staff  | 
is  also  most  anxious  for  the  studio  building  so  that  the  j 
recording  with  the  organ  can  soon  be  a  reality.  Our  i 
congregation  is  probably  one  of  the  newest  in  this  whole  j 
city,  and  to  have  received  so  many  blessings  already  in  j 
our  few  years  of  life  makes  us  realize  that  our  respon-  , 
sibility  and  calling  is  a  large  one  and  that  we  must  be  ' 
faithful  with    this   new   stewardship.  j 

Like  a  dream  come  true  ! 

For  Rob  and  me,  it  is  the  fulfillment  of  an  "impossi- ; 
bility!"  How  often  we  talked  and  dreamed  of  how  won-; 
dei-ful  it  would  be  to  have  an  organ  for  the  work,  but  i 
usually  with  that  final,  hopeless  sigh  of  a  dream  too  j 
big  to  even  talk  about!  ■ 

When  I  played  last  Sunday,  after  all  these  years  away  j 
from  an  organ,  I'll  admit  my  fingers  shook;  but  more,' 
my  heart  just  seemed  to  overflow  with  gratitude  to  the{ 
Lord  for  His  amazing  love  and  goodness.  I  was  greatly  | 
shamed  because  of  my  unbelief.  It  was  like  seeing  aj 
great  dream  fulfilled  before  our  very  eyes  and  God's  j 
hand  seemed  to  write  on  our  hearts,  "Oh,  ye  of  little; 
faith!"  Truly,  the  love  of  the  brethren  for  the  Brethren! 
witness  here  is  manifest  in  this  gift  and  it  is  a  tangible' 
and  beautiful  expression  of  your  love.  We  can  only  hum- 
ble ourselves  and  say  "Thank  you." 

We  pray  that  those  who  play  and  those  who  hear  the 
music  of  the  organ  may  be  called  into  a  closer  walk  with 
our  great  Redeemer  and  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  touch 
hearts  that  are  hard  to  reach  in  other  ways:  that  alto- 
gether we  may  honor  Him  and  glorify  His  name  forever 
and  ever. — Jane  Byler. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  BISCHOFS  . 

Any  correspondence  regarding  deputation  dates  with 
Bob  Bischof  should  be  addressed  to  the  Missionary  Board 
office,    530    College  Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio. 

Sometimes  when  letters  are  addressed  to  the  Bischof jj 
at  the  missionary  Home,  they  are  held  until  the  Bischof s| 
return  and  the  senders  are  kept  waiting;  whereas,  if  sucFi 
letters  are  directed  to  the  Missionary  Board  office 
^  replies  can  be  sent  explaining  the  whereabouts  ol 
''M       our   missionaries  and  how   soon   they   will   return. 


Founding  members  signing  the  new  constitution  | 
completing   the     reorganization    of     the     Argentin 
Brethren  Church,  May  25,  1956,  at  the  headquarter 
in  Buenos  Aires. 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth  Director 


FULL  DOPE  ON  THE 


^reth 


ren 


Youth 


Booster 


Club 


Hints  and  sneak  announcements  about  the  Brethren 
fouth  Booster  Club  have  been  given  in  this  column  for 
jseveral  weeks  now.  But  this  is  the  v/eek  when  the  full 
itory  can  be  revealed.  Read  closely! 

A  plentiful  supply  of  Booster  Club  cards  has  been 
nailed  to  every  church  so  that  this  fall  drive  may  get 
|mderway  immediately.  The  young  people  will  be  ap- 
proaching you  church  members  and  requesting  your 
membership  in  this  Booster  Club.  A  minimum  gift  of 
|)ne  dollar  ($1.00)  entitled  you  to  join,  but  we  hope  that 
;nany  of  you  will  "boost"  with  more  than  the  minimum 
ilonation. 

'  You  will  be  given  a  membership  card  and  the  gift, 
'with  a  receipt  stub,  will  be  sent  in  to  our  national  of- 
jice.  A  systematic  record  will  be  kept  and  you  will  be 
contacted  as  members  of  the  B.  Y.  Booster  Club  through- 
')ut  the  year.  This  money  will  assist  in  meeting  our  bud- 
ket    for    the    national    work.    BRETHREN    YOUTH    IS 

Looking  for   brethren  who   will  "boost" 

CHEM. 

JOIN  the  booster  club 


bells,  bells,  AND  MORE  BELLS 

Richard  Kuns  and  Sue  Shope,  Ashland  College  students 
"rom  our  Flora,  Indiana  Brethren  Church,  were  united  in 
narriage  on  September  9  in  Flora.  Best  wishes  to  you 
both  as  you  continue  to  work  for  Him.  Don't  cut  your 
inger  any  more  with  the  meat  cutter  though,  Sue! 

I  OFF  THE  PRESS 

I  The  September-October  issue  of  the  BRETHREN 
70UTH  MAGAZINE  is  off  the  press  and  being  mailed 
to  those  of  you  who  subscribe.  It's  packed  full  of  news 
pd  reports  that  you  shouldn't  miss. 
I  You'll  meet  John  Flora,  our  new  National  B.  Y.  presi- 
jlent,  see  B.  Y.  Crusaders  in  action  at  Bible  School,  watch 
jhe  Ambassadors  eat,  learn  more  about  the  project,  catch 
ip  on  world  news  with  Jerry  Flora,  and  be  led  in  medi- 
cation by  Mrs.  Ruth  Barber.  These  are  just  a  sample  of 
|Vhat  awaits  you  when  the  Brethren  Ybuth  Magazine 
omes  to  your  door. 


If  you're  missing  out  on  this  treat,  just  place  one  dollar 
in  an  envelope  with  your  name  and  address  and  mail  to: 
Brethren  Youth,  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio.  The 
present  issue  will  be  on  the  way  immediately.  DON'T 
WAIT— SUBSCRIBE. 

OPEN  HOUSE  IN  B.  Y.  OFFICE 

You  probably  think  it  was  a  little  crowded,  but  we 
did  get  a  big  "open  house"  in  our  little  Brethren  Youth 
"office."  On  Wednesday,  September  26  several  members 
of  the  Ashland  College  Faculty  and  student  body  stopped 
in  for  our  coming  out  party.  They  observed  a  few  dis- 
plays, watched  the  new  mimeograph  run,  and  enjoyed 
punch  and  cookies  before  leaving.  The  invitation  stands 
for  all  of  you  to  come  in  in  the  same  way  any  time  you're 
in  Ashland. 

NEWS  SAMPLES 

We  announce  with  pleasure  that  the  B.  Y.  office  sec- 
retary for  the  coming  school  year  is  Chuck  Huff  from 
Waterloo,  Iowa.  Chuck  is  taking  his  first  year  of  semi- 
nary training  and  doing  a  fine  job  of  learning  the  ropes 
in  the  office.  Our  artist,  Esther  Carlson,  has  I'eturned  to 
school  and  once  again  has  begun  her  work.  B.  Y.  appre- 
ciates the  diligent  work  of  these  two, 

TWENTY-FIVE  Ashland  College  students  were  in  at- 
tendance at  the  First  Mid- Week  Meditation  meeting  for 
prayer  and  devotions.  Professor  Klingensmith  also 
brought  us  a  fine  message  on  prayer.  We  earnestly  desire 
that  this  group  will  grow.  Pray  for  our  prayer  group. 

REPORT  NUMBER  91556 

It  is  significant  that  Ashland  won  the  football  game 
at  Manchester,  but  this  is  just  half  of  the  report  that 
must  be  revealed.  After  the  ballgame,  about  170  Breth- 
ren Youth  (this  includes  all  ages)  gathered  at  the  North 
Manchester  Brethren  Church  for  a  real  good  time.  The 
response  by  all  of  you  was  swell!  The  Ambassadors  sang, 
although  Chuck  lost  his  deep  bass  voice,  everyone  had 
plenty  of  potato  chips  and  orange  drink.  Coach  Bob 
Brownson  spoke  words  of  humor  and  advice  to  all  of  us, 
and  Ray  Aspinall  led  in  some  group  singing. 

Thanks  to  Rev.  Bates  and  N.  Manchester  for  opening 
their  doors.  We  hope  that  many  who  came  to  the  game 
will  have  the  experience  of  rooting  for  an  A.  C.  football 
team  as  a  student  in  the  years  to  come. 

COMING   EVENTS 

NOVEMBER  15— Brethren  Youth  Rally- 
Center  Chapel  Brethren  Church 
FOR  SOUTHERN  INDIANA 

NOVEMBER  18— Brethren  Youth  Rally— 

Goshen  Brethren  Church 
FOR  NORTHERN  INDIANA 


Read  your 

Brethren  Evangelist 

every  week. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS' 


T^he   ^^^A/omens    /Corner 

•-oe*  s'Qe^  ""QC^ 

by    Helen  Jordan 


Mrs.  Frank  Morrison,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  at  General  Con- 
ference, delivered  three  devotional  messages  to  the  W. 
M.  S.  Ladies  in  their  sessions.  Mrs.  Helen  Jordan  says, 
"I  felt  that  all  of  the  women  would  benefit  by,  and  enjoy 
them,  as  well  as  the  ones  who  were  in  attendance  at 
Conference."  Mrs.  Morrison  very  graciously  agreed  to 
having  them  printed  in  the  Women's  Corner.  We  are  glad 
to  present  the  first  of  Mrs.  Morrison's  devotional  mes- 
sages this  week.  The  other  two  will  follow  in  order.  Mrs. 
Morrison  is  Ohio  District  W.  M.  S.  President.  W.  S.  B. 


BRETHREN  WOMEN  AT  WORK 

THROUGH  STEWARDSHIP 

Scripture :.  John .  15  :l-6 

TODAY'S  DEVOTIONAL  STUDY  is  stewardship,  so 
let  us  look  together  to  the  15th  Chapter  of  John,  for 
here  is  the  pattern:  here  is  found  the  key  to  effectual  liv- 
ing— therefore  to  a  wise  stewardship.  For  all  Christian 
life  is  a  trust  and  a  stewardship.  It  may  be  a  good  one, 
a  bad  one,  an  indifferent  one  but  nevertheless  always  a 
stewardship.  In  the  final  analysis,  God  shall  take  into  ac- 
count the  whole  life  of  the  Christian:  still,  not'  just  the 
service  but  the  servant  too. 

For  the  development  of  a  just  and  worthy  stewardship 
the  Lord's  loving  advice  to  us.  His  personal  word  to  you 
and  me  is  this:  "Abide  in  Me."  That  may  seem  very 
simple  to  you,  but  actually  it's  all  we  ever  need  to  learn 
for  that's  everything!  That's  Christianity!  That's  faith! 
That's  the  new  life;  the  ultimate;  the  top  secret;  the  great 
invitation  to  you  and  to  me  today  from  the  Living  God 
Himself. 

Now,  let  us  approach  more  closely  two  amazing  and 
wonderful  subjects:  stewardship  and  the  Christian  woman. 
Both  these  subjects  defy  a  positive  description.  Steward- 
ship, because  it  is  so  individual,  so  personal,  always  and 
ever  a  privilege  and  gift  from  God  therefore  possessing 
as  many  different  aspects  as  the  Giver  Himself;  woman, 
because  she  too  is  the  handiwork  of  the  Father  who  care- 
fully in  His  own  likeness  fashioned  His  earth-bom 
daughters  and  sons.  The  product  always  will  bear  the  im- 
print of  the  maker.  So  the  true  Christian  has  engraved 
upon  her  or  his  heart  the  image,  the  inclinations  of  the 
Father  Himself.  Really,  then,  it  is  very  fitting'  that  God 
should  entrust  within  your  hands  and  .line,  we  who  are 
His  very  own  purchased  representatives  the  care  or  the 
stewardship  of  all  His  wondei'ful  mysteries,  of  His  very 
own  Word  and  of  all  the  earthly  things  set  before  us. 

Yes,  the  summons  to  stewardship  is  man's  oldest  call- 
ing, for  in  the  beginning  did  God  not  say,  have  domin- 
ion over  all  the  earth  and  all  that  is  in  it.  Care  for  it; 


protect  and  nourish  it;  multiply  and  bring  forth  frui 
for  you  are  my  children  and  I  have  given  unto  you  ever 
good  and  perfect  gift. 

To  the  Christian,  stewardship  can  be  a  surprising  ani 
delightful  jewel  with  many  facets,  for  the  privilege 
and  possibilities  are  many. 

There  is  the  investing  of  yourself;  of  time,  talent 
knowledge,  effort  and  money  to  the  work  of  the  Lord 
But  may  I  say  this,  Truly,  all  things,  material  and  spir 
itual,  the  "fulness"  of  the  earth  belongs  first  to  the  Lon 
our  God.  As  the  poet  says: 

My   Father   is   rich   in   houses  and   land; 

The  wealth  of  the  world  He  holds  in  His  Hands. 

It  is  somewhat  like  this:  My  little  son,  realizing  t 
some  slight  degree  his  love  for  me  as  his  Mother,  learn 
that  today  is  my  birthday.  Subconsciously  aware  that 
have  cared  for  him  all  during  his  short  life,  that  I  feei 
and  clothe  his  little  body,  that  I  offer  love  and  sympath; 
for  his  hurts,  guide  and  direct  his  actions  and  mould  hi 
very  life  by  my  attitudes  and  words,  he  feels  stirrini 
within  his  young  heart  a  sweet  overwhelming  affectio; 
toward  me.  So  he  seeks  now  to  return  my  love  in  th 
only  way  he  knows  how — a  visible  gift  for  my  birthdaj' 
Therefore  he  asks  me  for  10  cents  to  go  down  to  the  cor 
ner  store  to  buy  me  a  gift.  Soon  he  returns  with  th 
present  that  I  had  made  possible  for  him  to  purchase  i 
the  first  place.  But  he's  forgotten  this  part  and  so  hav 
I.  For  the  offer  of  love,  lying  so  limply  in  his  grubb 
little  hand,  tied  so  painstakingly  with  a  red  string  an 
the  radiant  look  shining  forth  from  his  triumphant  dar 
eyes   touches   my  heart  beyond  words. 

And  it  is  ever  thus  with  the  Father  and  with  you  an 
me  as  His  children,  for  God  loving  His  children  allow 
and  enables  us  by  His  grace  to  return  to  Him,  in  a  ric 
measure  if  we  will,  all  that  which  He  first  gave  to  us 

However,  all  of  our  faithful  service,  our  careful  guai 
dianship,  our  love  can  in  no  way  compare  to  His  gifts  c 
mercy  and  grace.  Much  of  what  we  have  to  return  i 
carnal  anyway,  for  we  have  no  righteousness  of  our  owi 
no  holiness  that  originates  with  us,  really  nothing'  of  od 
very  own  invention  that  is  even  fit  to  lay  upon  the  alta 
of  Almighty  God.  Only  through  the  Son,  only  by  God 
amazing  grace  and  mercy  do  we  even  acquire  the  rig! 
to  come  into  His  presence,  let  alone  offer  Him  a  gift.  S 
it's  not  very  becoming  for  us  as  Christian  people  to  sa; 
"I  am  a  good  steward.  I  do  my  share.  What  more  ca 
you  expect?"  As  "^^uke  reminds  us,  "When  ye  have  dor 
all  things  commando-'  f  you,  say  we  are  unprofitab 
servants;  We  ha*  at  which  it  was  our  duty  to  do. 

(Luke  17:10). 


Furthermore,    a 
made  us  stewa'-f 
Word,   for    does    Jesi 
have  heard  of  my  Fatb 


;rlasting   importance    He    ht 
ace,  of  His  mysteries,  of  H 
say?     "All     things    that 
ave  made  known  unto  you 


(John  15:15).  He  gives  us  all  spiritual  blessings,  holdir 
back  nothing  from  those  who  seek  Him.  So  this  partici' 
lar  privilege  given  to  us  as  stewards  of  His  grace,  is  tit 
"center"  of  the  jewel  of  stewardship,  the  radiant  glea: 
that  overshadows  and  bathes  every  other  surface  of  th 
stone  with  brilliance  and  onstant  light.  "As  every  rrn 
hath  received  the  gut,  even  so  mim'ster  the  same  one 
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nother  as  good  stewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God." 

I  Peter  4:10). 

As  sons  and  daughters  of  the  royal  household  He  en- 
ourages  us  to  help  with  the  daily  tasks,  the  manage- 
lent  of  the  affairs,  the  performing  of  many  services, 
or  in  this  doing  and  assuming  stewardship  of  the  house, 
/e  are  ever  growing  in  grace  and  ever  seeking  and  learn- 
ng  of  Him,  thus  coming  more  surely  each  day  to  a  icon- 
tant  abiding  within  His  will.  Actually,  as  wayward  and 
etermined  children  we  must  be  a  very  real  hindrance 
the  Chief  Steward  Himself.  But  if  we  are  ever  to  be 
worthy  heirs  with  Christ,  to  help  rule  and  reign  with 
lim  through  the  ages  to  come,  we  must  be  strictly 
rained  in  the  Word,  nourished  and  brought  to  maturity 
a  the  Way. 

For  that  purpose  and  to  that  end  He  is  building  His 
hurch  today,  and  appointing  and  ordaining,  not  just  the 
lergy,  but  "every"  Christian  into  a  royal  priesthood  to 
/■itness  to  and  of  His  love;  to  propagate  the  Word;  to 
:uard  its  true  interpretation;  to  stand  firm  against  false 
octrines  and  lazy  teachers;  to  walk  uprightly  by  faith; 
abide  serenely  within  His  will.  Yes,  "Abide  in  me, 
;-alk  with  me,"  He  promises,  "And  ye  shall  be  children 
f  light,  inheritors  of  eternal  life  and  just  stewards  of 
ood  reputation." 

Stewards  are  we,  ever  and  wholly  in  debt  to  the  love 
f  God,  yet  freemen  by  the  Spirit  of  God  entrusted  with 

II  the  unsearchable  treasures  of  the  Lord  Himself: 
lessed,  not  just  in  part  nor  not  just  from,  but  "accord- 
ig"  to  the  riches  of  His  glory  that  we  might  be  filled 
rith  the  fulness  of  God.  An  amazing  and  unlimited  trust 

ours. 

And  when  the  hour  comes  when  we  shall  give  an  ac- 
ount  of  our  stewardship  and  restore  our  talents  unto 
[im  that  gave  them,  shall  we  too  like  our  elder  brother 
rho  brought  us  to  this  moment,  shall  we  too  hear  those 
riceless  words,  "This  is  my  beloved  daughter.  This  is  my 
eloved   son  in  whom  I   am  well  pleased." 


Mrs.   Frank  Morrison, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Annual  Homecoming— Octo- 
ber 14 — Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  services.  Guest 
speakers:  Rev.  Ernest  Baker,  Pastor  Bark  Hill  Church  of 
God,  and  the  Honorable  Theodore  R.  McKeldin,  Governor 
of  the  state  of  Maryland;  Rev.  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz,  pas- 
tor. 

ARDMORE,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— beginning 
October  22nd — Rev.  Floyd  Sibert,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Ar- 
thur J.  Tinkel,  Pastor. 

DAYTON,  OHIO  Brethren.  Rally  Day— October  28th— 

Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  Pastor. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Homecoming— October  28th— Rev. 
John  F.  Bui'ton,  Pastor. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— October  28th 
through  November  11th — Rev.  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  Evange- 
list;  Rev.    L.   V.   King,   Pastor. 


SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT 
LAYMEN'S  RALLY 

October  6,  19.56 

Hagerstown  Brethren  Chuixh 

Time— 5:00  P.  M.  E.  S.  T. 

I.  B.  LITTON. 


NORTHEASTERN  OHIO  LAYMEN 

North  Georgetown  Brethren  Church 

October  16,  1956 

Registration,  at  the  church — 6 :00  P.  M. 

Meal:  $1.25 

Reservations  should   be  in  by    October    12th. 

Send  to:  Forrest  Albright,  R.  D.  1,  Alliance,  Ohio. 

Speaker  for  the  evening- — Rev.  Virgil  Meyer 
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WATERLOO,    IOWA.   Rally   Day— October   7th— Goal: 

07;    Rev.  A.   T.   Ronk,   Pastor. 

'.J 

BELLEFONTAINE,  OHIO,  c  ^-^JRTNA  BRETHREN. 
[omecoming — October  14th — R"'-'  ^--''^  -^  -'^'E.  Ault,  former 
astor,  guest  speaker;  Rev.  Gf  ■>'''.  Solomon,  pastor. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLA    >  UrTi:vangelistic  Cam- 

aign — beginning  October  7^  A  i^jHJ  Im  alyj.  White,  Evan- 
elist;  Rev.  L.  0.  McCartne  »«    'ai>Pa'stor. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meeting— October 
21— Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  Evangelist;  Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel, 
'astor. 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— October  8-21 
-Rev.  Woodrow  B.  Brant,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Robert  Hol- 
inger.  Pastor.  '^ 


SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT 
W.  M.  S.  RALLY 
October  25,  1956 
Meeting  Starts  at  10:30  A.  M. 
Hagerstown  Brethren  Church 
All  Societies  please  notify  Mrs.    James    Ault, 
104   S.   Mulberry  St.,   Hagerstown,  Md.,  the  ap- 
proximate number  to  attend  from  their  group  by 
October  20th. 

Mrs.  Edna  W.  Logan,  President, 
Southeastern  District  W.  M.  S. 


Ashland  College  Homecoming 

October  20, 1956 


Brethren  Historiaal  libra^^^^  ^^^^^^        the  bretheen  evangelisI 
Manchester  College' 
N.   Manchester,   Ind« 


YOUTH  ARE  IMPORTANT  AT  ASHLAND  COLLEGE 


ASHLAND  COLLEGE  IS 

1.  Brethren   in    church    emphasis. 

2.  Interested   in    Brethren   young   people. 

3.  The   college   home   of   most   Brethren   ministers. 

4.  The  only  source  of  information  and  training  at  the  college  level    specially    for 
the  Brethren  Church. 

5.  The  home  of  General  Conference. 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE  HAS 

1.  A   beautiful  campus  dedicated   to   Christian  higher  education. 

2.  A  fully  accredited   program   of  study. 

3.  A   well-trained  faculty   dedicated   fo  helping  young  people. 

4.  A  fine,  energetic  student  body  where  learning  is  serious,  yet  friendly  and  per*- 
sonal. 

5.  Almost  any  kind  of  training  at  the   college   level   needed   by  any   young   persom: 
in  the  church. 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE  NEEDS 

1.  The  prayers,  interest  and  support  of   every   member  of  the   Brethren   Church. 

2.  Every  qualified  Brethren  youth  of  college   age   who  considers   a   college   educa- 
tion. 

3.  Generous  financial  support  to  help   pay  for  the  cost  of  educating  Brethren  col- 
lege  and    Seminary   students. 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  HAS  DESIGNATED  OCTOBER  AS  EDUCATION    MONTH    In| 
THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH.  GIVE  YOUR  CHECK  THROUGH'YOUR  CHURCH  OR  MAIlJ 

IT  TODAY.  The  need  is  for  $39,550.  This  is  approximately    DOUBLE   the   1955  offering.  hI 

i 

represents  actual  needs  for  Brethren  College  and   Seminary   students  as  follows:  I 

for  students  in  the  college   $12,250  | 

for  Seminary   students  27,300 


Total     needed  $39,550 


EVERY  BRETHREN  MEMBER 

SHOULD  CONTRIBUTE  THIS   YEAR! 


I 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


MAURERTOWN,  VIRGINIA.  Brother  Ed  L.  Miller, 
pastor  of  the  Maurertown  Brethren  Church,  was  stricken 
with  a  heart  attack  Sunday  morning,  September  23rd.  He 
is  a  patient  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  Memorial  Hospi- 
tal, Woodstock,  Virginia.  Suffering  from  a  Coronary  Oc- 
clusion (blood  clot),  Brother  Miller  has  been  in  an  oxygen 
tent.  Let  us  remember  in  a  very  special  way  at  the 
throne  of  grace  in  prayer  our  brother,  veteran  of  many 
years  of  service  to  the  Brethren  Church. 

LOST  CREEK,  KENTUCKY.  A  card  from  Brother  G. 
E.  Drushal  makes  note  of  the  Revival  Meetings  being 
conducted  October  8th  through  18th.  Brother  W.  E. 
Thomas  is  the  Evangelist. 

FAYETTEVILLE,  W.  VA.  GATEWOOD  BRETHREN. 
We  note  that  Rally  Day  was  an  event  of  October  7th. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
reports  a  "packed  house,  including  one  woman  who  came 
on  a  stretcher,"  greeted  Maryland's  Governor,  the  Hon- 
orable Theodore  R.  McKeldin,  at  his  recent  appearance 
in  the  St.  James  church.  The  Governor,  who  spoke  in 
the  St.  James  church  the  evening  of  September  23rd,  de- 
scribed his  recent  trip  to  the  Holy  Land.  A  reception 
followed  the  evening  service.  Maryland's  Governor  gave 
Brother  Ankrum  an  etching  of  Maryland's  State  house, 
for  use  in  the  church.  In  return,  the  church  presented  the 
Governor  a  cake.  Brother  Bruce  C.  Shanholtz,  of  our  Lin- 
wood  church,  gave  the  invocation  for  the   service. 

Brother  Ankrum,  and  his  activities  in  the  field  of 
Church  History,  was  the  subject  of  an  article  appear- 
ing recently  in  the  Hagerstown  "Daily  Mail,"  over  the 
Editor's  signature.  Mention  is  made  of  Brother  Ankrum's 
recent  trip  to  a  meeting  of  the  Historical  Committee  at 
Elgin,  Illinois.  A  brief  history  and  lineage  of  the  Breth- 
ren is  also  included  in  the  article.  (His  trip  to  Elgin  is 
also  the  subject  of  Brother  Ankrum's  monthly  historical 
article  appearing  in  this  Evangelist.) 

One  new  member  was  received  into  the  St.  James 
church  recently  by  letter. 

A  goal  of  225  has  been  set  for  the  October  14th  Rally 
Day  attendance. 

VINCO,  PENNA.  Pastor  W.  B.  Brant  conducted  morn- 
ing devotions  over  Johnstown  radio  stations  the  week  of 
October  1-6. 


MEYERSDALE,    PENNA.    MAIN     STREET    BRETH-| 
REN.  We  note  that  gifts  totaling  nearly  $1600  were  ded- 
icated on  September  16th,  to  be  used  for  a  new  heating  {: 
plant.  It  was  hoped  to  go  over  the  goal  of  $2000  by  th([ 
end  of  September. 

BRUSH  VALLEY,  PENNA.  A  card  from  pastor  Davie! 
L.  Rambsel  says  that  the  church  has  purchased  a  hous«i 
with  10  acres  of  ground  to  be  used  as  a  parsonage.  Th(i 
Rambsels'  new  address  is  Adrian,  Penna.,  Rt.  1. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Baptismal  services  were  held  thd 
evening  of  September  23rd.  i 

Harvest  home  Sunday  and  Rally  Day,  with  an  attenj 
dance  goal  of  500  in  Sunday  School,  was  held  on  Sep  I 
tember  30th.  Dr.  Claud  Studebaker,  former  pastor,  wa:! 
guest    speaker  at  the    afternoon   service.  ' 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  A  communication  from  Mrs.  Ros; 
Richey,  of  the  Muncie  church  notes  that,  "Due  to  th  I 
sudden  serious  illness  of  Rev.  E.  J.  Black,  he  was  com, 
pelled  to  resign  as  pastor  of  the  Muncie  church."  Let  u 
remember  our  brother  at  the(  throne  of  grace  in  his  tim  i 
of  illness.  j 

MATTESON,  MICHIGAN.  Brother  R.  K.  Higgins  ij 
the  scheduled  guest  speaker  at  the  dedication  of  the  Mati 
teson  Mission  church,  Sunday  afternoon,  October  14th. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Brother  Fred  Pippen,  founde 
and  leader  of  the  Matteson  Mission,  was  the  evenin  I 
speaker   in   the    Elkhart   church   on    September   23rd. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  stewardship  con 
mittee  of  the  church  met  recently  and  planned  a  prograi 
of  stewardship  education  to  run  through  the  entire  yeai 
The  program  was  inaugurated  with  attractive  mime(- 
graph  insets  and  stewardship  messages  in  the  weekl) 
bulletins.  During  the  year  speakers  will  present  inspire 
tional  and  informational  messages  to  classes,  groups  arj 
organizations  of  the  church.  ! 
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T^e   'Whole   "Wo fid  Is   Watclnng 


[N  A  FEW  WEEKS,  it  will  be  National  Election 
time.  In  1952,  62  million  Americans  voted  in 
;he  general  election.  The  question  now  is,  "How 
)ig  will  our  turnout  be  November  6th."  It  is 
called  to  our  attention  that  even  with  the  record 
1)2  million  vote  in  1952,  that  only  63%  of  Amer- 
icans of  voting  age  actually  did  vote.  This  is  a 
smaller  percentage  than  vote  in  Canada,  England, 
,;taly,  France,  Japan,  and  many  other  democra- 

lies. 

i' 

1  The  whole  world  is  watching  to  see  what  we 
jire  going  to  do  as  a  nation  on  November  6th. 
iVill  they  see  us,  as  freedom  loving  Americans, 
ping  to  the  polls,  expressing  our  preference  of 
candidates?  Or  will  they  see  us  not  considering 
ilemocracy  and  a  free  nation  worth  enough  to  us 
that  we  will  take  time  to  go  and  vote? 

'  Many  sections  of  the  world  deny  the  citizens 
|he  right  to  vote,  to  elect  their  own  rulers.  Your 
fote  is  your  one  big  power  in  favor  of  a  free  na- 
ion  and  a  democracy. 

I  We  are  urging  everyone  of  voting  age  to  be  at 
jhe  polls  on  November  6th.  In  addition  to  being 
:he  democratic  thing  to  do,  it  is  also  the  Chris- 
jian  thing  to  do.  We  are  living  in  a  nation  whose 
jaws  are  designed  so  that  we  can  worship  God 
iiccording  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  conscience. 
|)ur  presence  at  the  polls,  and  using  good  judg- 
inent  in  casting  our  vote,  shows  to  our  neighbors 
iit  home  and  throughout  the  world  that  we  ap- 
;)reciate  what  we  have  and  that  we  want  to  keep 
it  that  way. 

I  We  often  hear  the  argument  that  "one  vote 
jvon't  matter."  Space  is  limited,  or  we  would  cite 
or  you  incidents  of  where  elections  have  been 
llecided  by  the  one  vote.  Then,  too>  with  only  63% 
|>f  voting  age  Americans  going  to  the  polls  (as  in 
952)  it  is  obvious  that  the  "stay  at  home"  vote, 
!ven  a  fair  portion  of  it,  could  decide  any  elec- 
tion. 


**A  Bible  and  a  newspaper  in  every 
house,  a  good  school  in  every  dis- 
trict  —  all  studied  and  appreciated 
as  they  merit— are  the  principal 
support  of  virtue,  morality,  and 
civil  liberty ."  —  Benjamin  Franklin 

Voting  is  the  right  that  guarantees 
all  other  rights.  Let  nothing  come 
between  you  and  your  vote  this 
year.  Study  the  candidates,  and 
hear  what  they  have  to  say.  Talk 
over  the  issues.  Then  be  sure  you're 
registered,  so  you  can  walk  up  to 
that  voting  booth  with  confidence 
on  Election  Day— and  vote  as  a 
free  American! 

>, 
Published  as  a  public  service  in  co- 
operation with  The  Advertising  Council 


We  hear  the  argument  that  "we  don't  know 
the  candidates,  and  thus  one  man  is  the  same 
to  us  as  another."  Wide-awake,  earnest  church 
members  will  have  made  it  their  business  to  know 
about  the  candidates — their  stand  on  important, 
vital  issues.  More  important  in  the  primaries,  it 
is  still  important  now  to  know  your  candidates. 

Your  voting  franchise  is  a  God-given  privilege. 
Don't  jeopardize  it  by  taking  an  indifferent  atti- 
tude on  election  day.  Whether  your  candidates 
win  or  lose,  you  will  know  that  you  have  exer- 
cised your  right  to  cast  a  vote  in  a  democratic 
nation.  Then,  if  things  go  up  or  down,  you  are 
at  liberty  to  talk,  because  you  have  done  your 
part.  Refrain  from  voting,  and  you  must  live 
with  a  conscience  which  says  that  if  you  had 
voted,  things  might  have  been  different. 

In  the  interests  of  a  Christian  democracy, 
study  the  issues  and  the  men,  and  then,  on  No- 
vember 6th,  GO  TO  THE  POLLS  AND  VOTE. 
The  whole  world  is  watching,  to  see  what  we  do 
with  this  liberty  called  democracy.  W.  S.  B. 
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Brethren  Church  History 

by  Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum 


PURVEYORS  OF   HISTORY 


HISTORIANS  ARE  PEOPLE,  just  like  you.  Yet  in 
the  eyes  of  some  they  are  a  strange  race  in  that 
they  find  pleasure  and  enjoyment  in  musty  tomes,  and 
dusty  volumes.  They  delight  in  delving  into  the  minds  of 
the  aged  who  remember  yesterday  far  better  than  the 
events  of  today,  and  revel  in  their  reminiscences.  Inas- 
much as  tastes  differ  we  are  thereby  afforded  a  variety 
for  life  with  its  numerous  phases. 

From  the  time  the  Author  sat  as  a  wide-eyed  boy, 
with  a  mouth  perhaps  almost  as  wide,  at  the  feet  of 
those  who  would  tell  him  history  stories,  the  days  of  the 
past  have  always  been  entrancing.  The  door  between 
us  and  this  past  has  a  clear  glass  through  which  we  can 
look  but  there  is  no  latch  on  our  side  of  the  door  so 
we  cannot  bring  from  the  past  by  entering  the  days 
of  long,  long  ago.  Unfortunately  our  forefathers  had  a 
battle  on  their  hands  in  the  New  World.  There  were 
numerous  mouths  to  feed,  a  roof  to  provide  for  protec- 
tion from  the  elements,  and  the  need  of  contesting  with 
an  unfriendly  land  for  a  living.  Many  of  them  were  so 
effacing  in  their  modesty  they  left  not  as  many  written 
records  as  present  day  Historians  would  like.  We  are 
still  searching  for  Diaries  kept  by  valiant  Brethren  of 
other  days.  Now  and  then  we  come  upon  light  fragments 
of  their  work.  Perhaps  there  may  be  a  temptation  to 
glorify  the  days  in  which  our  forefathers  labored  and 
strived,  but  very  likely  to  any  one  who  lived  among  them 
there  was  more  hard  work  than  glory.  It  would  appear 
when  days  have  come  and  gone,  that  there  is  a  tendency, 
perhaps  good  at  that,  to  remember  the  good  and  for- 
get the  unpleasantries.  Our  day  has  its  pi'oblems,  and  its 
challenges.  Seldom  is  there  a  day  without  its  heartache, 
yet  future  Historians  will  likely  record  fewer  of  its 
shadows  than  of  its  high  lights.  The  Historians  of  today 
can  be  a  help  to  those  who  follow  when  they  insist  upon 
a  preservation  of  records. 

The  matter  of  history  to  which  we  have  referred  thus 
far  in  this  article  is  that  of  BRETHREN,  taking  it  in  a 
general  way.  There  are  five  groups  of  churches  plus  a 
few  smaller  who  ti-ace  their  lineage  back  to  the  River 
Bank  at  Schwarzenau.  The  Historian  may  at  times  be 
criticised  by  those  who  fail  to  recall  that  our  common 
background  gives  no  choice  in  reporting  the  events  of 
other  days.  Recent  events  are  within  the  knowledge  of  all 
interested,    and    therefore   of    less    general    interest    than 


those    events  which  have   been   hidden  in   the   ashes  an(! 
debris  of  years. 

I 
There  are  those  faithfully  dedicated  to  bringing  to  th] 

knowledge  of  those  interested,  the  events  of  our  commo:j 
heritage.    This    has    been   and  is    being   unselfishly   done' 
Naturally  the  larger  "child"  or  perhaps  the  larger  house'' 
hold    of    the    line  would   have   more    Historians  and   als ' 
more    interest   in   the    preserving   of   records  which  hav. 
been  so  long  lost.  That  one  in  this  case  is  The  Churc 
of   the    Brethren   with  which   we   have   more  in  commo 
than  in  disagreement.  This  is  witnessed  upon  the  Africa 
Mission  Field,  in  the  splendid  cooperation,  as  there  shoul 
be.  j 

A  year  ago  roundly  speaking,  the  Author  was  selected 
from  the  Brethren  Historians  and  asked  to  accept  a! 
appointment  upon  their  Historical  Committee.  This  wa 
a  high  and  unsolicited  honor  and  was  accepted  wit 
pleasure.  This  in  the  main  is  a  report  of  the  first  meel' 
ing  the  Author  was  privileged  to  attend  at  Elgin,  Illinoii 
August  1,  1956.  Members  are  Professor  Floyd  Mallot,  c 
Bethany  Seminary,  Chicago,  Illinois;  who  was  unable  ti 
be  present  at  the  meeting  as  he  was  in  Europe  at  tli 
time;  Elder  Reuel  Pritchett,  of  White  Pine,  Tennessee 
Dr.  Gladys  Muir,  on  leave  of  absence  from  her  duties  t 
Manchester  College,  North  Manchester,  Indiana;  Rev.  1 
F.  Waltz  of  6611  Germantown  Avenue,  Philadelphi: 
Pennsylvania;  Dr.  C.  Ernest  Davis  of  Elgin,  Illinoi: 
Rev.  Austin  Cooper,  R.  D.  No.  3,  Staunton,  Virginia  an 
the  writer  from  St.  James,  Maryland. 


All  members    of   the      Committee,    the   Author   no  e: 
ception,    do    their   historical    work   as   an   avocation.   Tl 
meeting  took  place  in  the  second  floor  Conference  roo} 
in    the    Brethren    Publishing  House,   Elgin,    Illinois.   Re' 
Austin  Cooper  was  scheduled  to  bring  the  devotions.  Thf^ 
were  brought  under  the  handicap  of  an  auto  wreck  on 
slippery   street  near  Elgin  during  the  rainfall  where  1 
had  wrecked  his  car  to  the  extent  of  some  $300.00.  Hov 
ever  with  some  minor  work  he  was  able  to  return  in  t 
to   Virginia  for  the   major  repairs.  Dr.   C.  Ernest  Davi 
was  appointed  temporary  chairman  and  proceeded  to  TV 
the   meeting  without   loss  of  time.   Dr.   Gladys  Muir  r 
viewed   a  manuscript  dedicated  to   Local   Church  Libri 
ians  and  Historians.  Following  this,  all  members,  incl 
ing  the  wives  of    Rev.   B.    F.    Waltz    and    Rev.    Aus 
Cooper  were  entertained  for  lunch  in  the  home  of  Dr, 
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Ernest  Davis.  The  afternoon  session  began  promptly  at 
1:30. 

Rev.  B.  F.  Waltz  brought  in  a  report  on  the  250th 
Anniversary  which  is  planned  for  Schwarzenau  in  1958. 
Incidentally  it  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  he  is 
pastor  of  the  oldest  Brethren  Church  in  America,  at  Ger- 
mantown,  built  in  1770.  Upon  the  walls  of  the  first  part 
of  the  building  may  be  seen  as  the  Author  saw  it,  a  plate 
containing  the  name  of  Alexander  Mack,  Jr.,  who  was 
Pastor  of  the  Church  in  its  infancy.  Inasmuch  as  there 
is  a  common  interest  in  the  "children"  of  the  original 
parent  in  the  matter  of  1958,  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
some  who  read  thig  to  give  just  a  few  of  the  plans  being 
made  for  attendance.  Four  boats  have  been  chartered 
and  there  are  many  interested  in  making  the  trip.  The 
first  boat  will  leave  June  6,  1958.  The  round  trip  fare, 
all  expense  for  22  days  will  be  $850.00.  June  12,  the 
second  boat  will  sail  with  a  fare  of  $800.00.  June  21 
the  third  boat  will  sail  with  the  fare  of  $700.00.  July 
I4th  the  last  boat  chartered  will  sail  with  the  fare  of 
j$900.00.  If  the  individual  desires  to  visit  Italy  or  Pales- 
tine there  will  be  additional  cost.  The  time  for  crossing 
[sither  way  will  be  six  days. 

f  Inasmuch  as  there  will  not  be  room  for  all  to  stay  at 
iSchwarzenau,  for  the  sei^vices  between  July  29  and 
|A.ugust  4,  the  visitors  will  be  housed  at  Cassel,  a  two 
pour  journey  away.  If  dreams  and  hopes  are  the  things 
3ut  of  which  life  is  made,  they  are  valuable  even  if  in 
;ime  it  is  found  that  they  are  not  realized.  There  has 
jeen  pleasure  and  enrichment  in  their  dreaming  and 
loping.  Therefore  Mrs.  Ankrum  and  the  writer  hope  that 
the  "Fates"  will  somehow  see  to  the  fulfilling  of  their 
jlream  to  be  at  Schwarzenau  in  1958.  To  walk  where  my 
ancestors,  the  Macks  walked,  served  and  lived  as  well  as 
Sacrificed,  will  furnish  much  inspiration  for  what  days 
inay  remain  to  hope  and  dream.  The  trip  should  furnish 
;nany  additional  slides  to  an  already  large  library  of 
ihe  same.  The  Committee  is  at  work  upon  the  Anniver- 


sary   Program,    and    more    information  will    be    given   in 
regard  to  it  to  the  various  churches  interested. 

The  writer,  at  the  meeting,  reported  upon  the  plans 
to  mark  the  graveyard  on  Dunnings  Mountain,  near 
Bakers  Summit,  Pennsylvania.  Here  are  buried  Elder 
John  and  Elizabeth  Mack  Holsinger,  William  Mack,  father 
of  Elizabeth  and  the  son  of  Alexander  Mack,  Jr.  There 
are  other  graves.  The  Author,  some  fourteen  years  or 
more  ago  with  Henry  Good  of  Waynesboro  and  the  late 
H.  H.  Brumbaugh,  penetrated  the  weeds  and  briars  to 
locate  this  neglected  burial  spot.  We  have  always  felt 
that  it  should  not  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  unknown 
and  unmarked  category  as  has  happened  to  so  many 
graveyards.  Especially  since  this  contains  the  earthly 
remains  of  those  prominent  in  our  early  church  life. 
As  has  been  mentioned  in  a  recent  Historical  article 
append,  Mr.  Clair  Holsinger  of  New  Enterprise,  Penn- 
sylvania is  heading  the  marking  and  improving  project. 
His  labor  is  a  labor  of  love.  Six  graves  have  been  defi- 
nitely located.  After  our  discussion  of  the  project  at  the 
Historical  Meeting,  and  knowing  that  the  Holsinger  Re- 
union was  to  be  held  on  August  5th,  it  was  decided  to 
encourage  them  by  making  a  contribution  of  $25.00  to  the 
pi'oject.  This  was  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Holsinger  before  the 
reunion  date. 

May  28,  1954  Elder  Reuel  Pritchett  gave  to  Bridge- 
water  College,  of  Bridgewater,  Virginia  a  collection  of 
5666  articles.  Among  them  were  175  books.  Among  these 
books  were  eight  Saur  Bibles.  This  collection  is  on  dis- 
play in  the  Reuel  Pritchett  room.  This  was  discussed  in 
considerable  detail.  All  Historians  likely  have  their  PAN 
letters  as  well  as  their  FAN  letters.  Rev.  Pritchett,  whose 
activities  belies  his  seventy-two  years  of  age  is  a  very 
busy  man.  He  had  given  out  the  information  that  if  any 
one  possessed  a  Saur  Bible  and  desired  to  know  the  year 
of  its  publication,  or  to  which  of  the  three  editions  it 
belonged,  just  to  send  him  a  leaf  from  the  book.  He  couid 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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HISTORICAL  COMMITTEE: 

Back  Row:    Rev.   Freeman    Ankrum,   Dr. 
2.  Ernest  Davis,  Rev.  B.  F.  Waltz. 
I   Front   Row:    Rev.    Reuel    Pritchett,    Dr. 
iladys  Muir,  Rev.  Austin  Cooper. 

(Rev.  Pritchett  is  standing  on  a  step 
vhich  makes  him  appear  to  be  much  taller 
han  the  rest  of  the  group.  F.  A.) 
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ELDER  JAMES  E.  AULT 

DIES  OF  HEART  AHACK 

September  28.   1956 

ELDER  JAMES  E.  AULT,  Tastor  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church,  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  died  of  a  heart 
attack,  about~  2:30  Fi-iday  morning,  September  28th,  at 
the  Washington  County  Hospital.  His  death  was  unex- 
pected, as  he  had  been  about  his  regular  pastoral  duties 
on  Thursday,  and  Thursday  evening.  He  was  44  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Rev.  Ault  had  been  pastor  of  the  Hagerstown  church 
for  the  past  eight  years.  Previous  to  that  time  he  had 
served  as  pastor  of  the  Oakville,  Indiana,  Brethren 
church. 

He  was  the  son  of  the  late  Albert  and  Edith  (Bals- 
baugh)  Ault,  and  was  born  in  Cass  County,  Indiana,  near 
Mexico,  Indiana,  on  April  10,  1912.  He  graduated  from 
Twelve  Mile  High  School  in  1930,  and  was  a  graduate  of 
Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio  in  1942  with  an  A.B. 
degree.  He  also  attended  Ashland  Seminary  for  two  years 
and  then  transferred  to  Hamma  Divinity  School  at  Wit- 
tenburg  College,  Springfield,  Ohio,  where  he  received  his 
B.D.  degree  in  1945.  While  in  college  and  seminary  he 
served  as  pastor  of  two  Brethren  churches;  at  Williams- 
town  and  Gretna,  Ohio. 

Surviving  is  his  wife,  Rachel   (Hildebran)  Ault. 

Rev.  Ault  was  active  in  the  civic  life  of  Hagerstown  in 
addition  to  his  duties  as  pastor  of  the  church.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Board,  the  Salvation  Army 
Board,  a  commissioner  with  the  Hagerstown  Housing 
Authority.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Lions  Club,  the 
Washington  County  Ministerial  Association,  serving  as 
president;  was  a  member  of  the  Washington  County  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  in  which  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
City  Park  Vesper   Services   each   summer. 


He  was  a  member  of  the  Southeastern  District  o: 
Brethren  Churches'  District  Mission  Board  and  the  Mini 
isterial  Examining  Board.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Na^ 
tional  Ministerial  Association  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

Services  for  Rev.  Ault  were  held  on  Saturday  mornt 
ing  in  the  church,  conducted  by  the  Rev,  Dr.  William  M 
Norment,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Delp,  both  of  Hagerstowni 
Further  services  were  held  the  following  Monday  in  the 
Mexico,  Indiana,  Brethren  Church,  with  Rev.  Wayne  Swis, 
hart  officiating.  Burial  was  in  the  Green  Lawn  Cemeterj 
Mexico,  Indiana. 

Our  sympathies  are  expressed  to  Sister  Ault  in  thl 
passing  of  her  husband,  and  to  the  First  Brethren  Churc 
of  Hagerstown,  in  the  passing  of  their  beloved  pasto] 
May  the  Lord  who  is  rich  in  mercy  and  grace  strengthe 
your  lives  and  hearts,  and  bring  comfort  to  your  soulii 
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COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


FLORA,  INDIANA.  Homecoming— October  14th— Rev. 
C.  A.  Stewart,  Pastor. 

NORTH  GEORGETOWN,  OHIO.  Rally  Day— October 
21st — Rev.  Donald  Rowser,  Pastor. 

ARDMORE,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— beginning 
October  22nd — Rev.  Floyd  Sibert,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Ar- 
thur J.  Tinkel,  Pastor. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Homecoming— October  28th— Rev. 
John   F.   Burton,  Pastor. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— October  28th 
through  November  11th — Rev.  Virgil  E.  Meyer,  Evange- 
list;  Rev.    L.   V.   King,   Pastor. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  HILLCREST  BRETHREN.  Rally  Day 
—October  28th— Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  Pastor. 


PLEASANT   HILL,   OHIO.   Homecoming— October  21f 

— Professor  Charles  Munson,  speaker  at  2:00  P.  M.  sei 
vice;  Rev.  William  H.  Anderson,  Pastor  . 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Services — Novembt; 
4-18 — Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman,  Evangelist;  Rev.  C.  A 
Stewart,  Pastor.  ' 

LIN  WOOD,  MARYLAND.  Revival  Meeting— Novemb.| 
4-11 — Rev.  C.  A.  Stogsdill,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Bruce  'j 
Shanholtz,  Pastor.  ! 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Week  End  Bible  ConferenJ 
— October  26-28;    Friday  and    Saturday    evenings,    7:3 1 
Sunday,   10:30   and    7:00 — Speaker,   Rev.   Don  J.   Kenyoj 
Instructor  in  Greek  and  Bible,  Ft.  Wayne,  Bible  Colleg 
Rev.  William  H.  Anderson,  Pastor.  ' 

SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT 
W.  M.  S.  RALLY 
October  25,  1956  .     , 

Hagerstown  Brethren  Church  | 

Meeting  Starts  at  10:30  A.  M. 
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MISSIONARY     DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY   BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
530    College    Ave.,    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone    39582 


Contributing    Editors:    W.    CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE,    Gen.    Scc'y. 
(MRS.)     IDA    LINDOWER,    Adm.    Assistant 


LET'S    WRITE    A    SUCCESS  STORY 

The  Missionary  Board,  at  genei'al  conference  time, 
named  a  committee  to  renew  the  promotion  of  the  TEN 
DOLLAR  CLUB,  which  was  established  more  than  five 
years  ago.  To  date  we  have  something  over  800  members. 
The  GOAL  which  the  Board  has  set  is  2,000  MEMBERS. 

More  than  three  weeks  ago  a  letter  and  a  reply  card 
were  sent  to  each  church,  through  the  pastor  or  church 
secretary.  This  letter  asked  that  a  KEY  PERSON  be 
named  in  each  church  and  that  the  name  be  sent  to  the 
committee.  It  also  suggested  that  this  key  person  be  will- 
ing to  explain  and  promote  the  TEN  DOLLAR  CLUB 
in  his  church  and  to  solicit  new  members. 

Thus  far,  only  about  one  fourth  of  the  churches  have 
responded  with  a  name.  It  is  possible  that  some  are  walt- 
zing for  a  business  meeting  of  the  church  in  order  to  make 
la.  selection;  but,  please  don't  hold  up  progress  by  delay- 
ing the  response  from  your  church!  A  number  have  indi- 
cated eagerness  to  help  with  this  forward-moving  pro- 
ram. 


Surely,  by  now  most  of  us  know  that  all  money  re- 
ceived in  this  way  is  used  to  assist  new  churches  in  build- 
ng.  The  plan  has  worked  remarkably  well  in  proportion 
;o  our  promotion  of  it.  It  will  work  even  better — but  not 
5y  itself;  we  must  re-activate  it! 

Will  you  join  with  those  who  are  planning  a  new  mis- 
sion story,  and  make  it  a  SUCCESS  STORY? 

The  committee  says — "2,000  Ten  Dollar  Club  members 
)y  1957!" 

WHAT  DO  YOU  SAY? 

The  Committee— E.  M.  Riddle 
Everett  Miller 
J.  D.  Hamel 


MISSIONARY  CANDIDATES 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Rowsey — and  Susan — are  living  at 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  this  semester,  where  they  are 
studying  at  the  Kennedy  School  of  Missions.  The  Rowseys 
are  under  appointment  to  Argentina,  and  will  likely  leave 
next  spring.  They  are  studying  Latin  American  culture 
and  other  subjects  which  will  be  helpful  in  missionary 
work. 

John  is  already  employed  by  the  Kennedy  School  in  the 
audio-visual  department,  helping  v/ith  technical  work  and 
incidentally  helping  himself  financially.  This  employment 
will  also  give  him  experience  in  the  work  hq  will  be  do- 
ing in  Argentina — radio  evangelism. 

The  Krafts 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Kraft  are  back  in  Ashland  com- 
pleting their  seminary  work.  Chuck  is  filling  the  pulpit 
at  Nappanee  each  week  until  the  new  pastor  arrives  on 
the  field.  The  Krafts  are  under  appointment  to  Nigeria 
and  plan  to  leave  about  the  first  of  the  year. 

Please  remember  these  young  people  in  prayer  as  they 
complete  their  training  for  service  in  the  mission  field. 


nnnpnaaaDDDDnnDDgnnaaaaDP 
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NEW  PASTOR  AT  MULYANE 

Rev.  Myron  Dodds  and  family  recently  moved  to  Mul- 
vane,  Kansas,  one  of  our  home  mission  churches,  where 
he  has  been  called  as  pastor. 

Reverend  Dodds  comes  to  Mulvane  from  Gratis,  Ohio, 
where  he  served  as  pastor  for  several  years.  Reverend  J. 
F.  Burton,  who  did  an  excellent  service  at  Mulvane  as 
pastor,  is  simply  changing  places  with  his  successor:  he  is 
taking  the  Gratis  Church  as  his  new  charge. 


anDnnnaDDggnngnnnnnnDnagDaaanDananpDnnnnannnDnnannDannaaDanD 
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DAN — the  Church  Extension  Man 

says,  "Those  Sarasota  folks  know  what  to  do  when  a 
new  pastor  comes  to  sei-ve  them.  Why,  they  filled  the  cup- 
boards and  refrigerator  of  that  new  parsonage  with  food 
and  even  placed  some  new  furniture  in  the  rooms,  on  ap- 
proval, so  that  they  would  not  look  so  bare." 

— And  by  the  way,  the  enthusiasm  of  this  group  of 
people  is  a  real  challenge.  They  are  pushing  ahead,  al- 
though they  are  in  temporary  quarters.  If  someone 
doesn't  hurry,  they  will  be  ovei-flowing  their  present 
meeting  place  before  the  first  unit  of  their  permanent 
building  is  constructed. 


PAGE  EIGHT 


THE  BRETHEEN  EVANGELIST 


PURVEYORS  OF  HISTORY 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 


easily  decipher  the  year  by  tlie  style  of  type.  A  leaf  was 
received  and  being  very  busy  there  was  a  delay  in  get- 
ting to  the  comparison.  A  scathing  letter  was  received 
from  this  woman  accusing  him,  "a  Minister  of  the  Gospel 
in  surreptiously  securing  a  part  of  her  valuable  Bible." 
Yes.  People  write  in  when  the  Author  has  an  article, 
see  the  light  of  day,  and  wonder  why  this  or  why  that 
was  not  in  the  production.  Often  times  it  was  that  the 
thing  or  matter  mentioned  was  not  known  and  that  it 
would  have  been  gladly  made  a  part  of  the  production 
had  it  come  to  light  in  time.  Incidentally  some  who  are 
living  should  perhaps  be  pleased  that  some  things  are 
omitted. 

There  was  discussion  regarding  the  birthplace  of  the 
late  Elder  Wilbur  B.  Stover.  Following  this.  Rev.  B.  F. 
Waltz  brought  a  very  enlightening  report  upon  the 
Schwenkfelder  Historical  Library  in  Pennsylvania.  It  may 
be  of  interest  to  the  reader,  if  he  is  still  here,  to  know 
that  there  are  four  Peace  Groups.  They  are  the  Quakers, 
The  Mennonites,  The  Schwenkfelders  and  the  Brethren. 

Members  of  the  Committee  may  not  succeed  them- 
selves. The  term  is  for  ten  years.  A  visit  had  been  made 
to  the  large  Historical  Library  in  the  building.  There 
was  a  reorganization.  The  result  was  the  naming  of  Rev. 
Reuel  Pritchet  as  Chairman  and  Dr.  C.  Ernest  Davis  as 
Secretary. 

The  writer  was  intensely  interested  to  know  of  the 
recent  finds  relative  to  our  history  in  old  books  and  Ger- 
man records.  Among  those  finds,  was  Alexander  Mack's 
Hymn,  "Counting  The  Cost."  This  was  the  one  which 
furnished  them  so  much  inspiration  in  the  launching  of 
their  work.  This  was  found,  still  in  the  German  hymn 
book.  It  is  of  considerable  length,  and  naturally  in  the 
old  style.  Four  stanzas  have  been  used  in  the  English. 
How  this  could  escape  the  destructive  forces  of  the  wars 
of  the  centuries,  is  almost  beyond  belief.  Perhaps  Schwar- 
zenau  has  preserved  its  peacefulness  manifested  that 
morning  when  the  eight  went  down  to  the  mist-covered 
river  to  covenant  for  peace  rather  than  war.  War  set- 
tles nothing  except  that  those  who  die  in  it  are  dead  for 
all  time.  Our  forefathers  were  ahead  of  their  times.  In 
fact  the  matter  of  this  being  so  made  them  out  of  step 
and  brought  persecution  and  oppression  upon  their  heads, 
causing  them  to  be  wanderers  in  their  own  home  land. 
What  they  would  have  done  had  not  friendly  hands  been 
stretched  out  to  them  from  the  new  land  of  America,  is 
anyone's  guess. 

The  experience  of  meeting  with  this  group  of  histor- 
ians is  deeply  appreciated.  In  no  way  can  we  imagine 
how  we  would  be  better  treated  in  every  way.  This  Com- 
mittee has  funds  set  aside  for  its  activities,  and  such 
was  manifested  in  seeing  that  no  one  traveled  at  his  or 
her  own  expense,  to  the  meeting.  The  Committee  meets 
once  a  year  and  already  plans  are  in  the  making  for  next 
year's  meeting. 

St.  James,  Maryland. 


PAUL  D.  TINKEL 

ORDArNED  AT 

ROANOKE,  INDIANA,  CHURCH 


.RDINATION  SERVICES  for  Paul  D.  Tinkel  werei 
held  Sunday  afternoon,  July  1,  1956,  in  the  Breth-I 
ren  Church  of  Roanoke,  Indiana.  His  father.  Rev.  Arthuii 
H.  Tinkel,  and  his  brother,  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Tinkel,  par- 
ticipated in  the  service. 

The  program  was  as  follows: 

Prelude    "Adagio  Vesperale" Arthur  Pag^ 

Invocation  .  .Rev.  C.  'C.  Grisso,  North  Manchester,  Indiana! 

Action  of  Church  Calling  for  Ordination 

Moderator,  Robert  Zenli 

Action    of   District    Ministerial    Examining  Board 

Rev.   Claud   Studebaker,   Loree,   Indiana 

Solo — Rev.    Arthur   J.     Tinkel,     Ardmore     Heights,   Soutl 

Bend,  Indian;  ^ 

Scriptural   Charge.  .Rev.  Arthur  J.  Tinkel,  Oakville,  Ind 

Ordination  Prayer,  Laying  On  Of  Hands   ....  Rev.  Arthu 

H.  Tinkel,   assisted  by   Rev.   Claud  Studebaker,   Rev.    j 

Arthur  J.  Tinkel,  Rev.  Smith  Rose,  Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso    j 

Setting  Apart  and  Declaration  of  Authority  ! 

Rev.   Claud    Studebake  i 

i 

For  Mrs.  Tinkel  I 

The   Charge  and  Consecration  To  Serve  As  Wife  Of  A' 
Elder — Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose,  Brighton,  Brethren  Churc? 

Howe,  Indian, 
Prayer   With    Laying   On    Of   Hands  For  Wife   Of  Elde' 
Rev.  Arthur  H.  Tinkel,  Assisted  by  Rev.  Claud  Stude- 
baker,   Rev.   Arthur  J.    Tinkel,  Rev.    Smith    F.  Rose, 
Rev.  C.  C.  Grisso. 

Solo    Lionel   Kreamet] 

Benediction    Rev.  Paul   D.  Tinkel,  PastG| 

Postlude   "Temple  March" James  Lyo] 

Rev.  Paul  D.  Tinkel,  Pastor 
Miss  Lorena  Zent,  Organist 

A  reception  was  held,  following  the  services,  in  tl:'[ 
Church  parlors.  Rev.  Tinkel  is  the  Paptor  of  the  Roanol*; 
Brethren  Church. 
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HADDIX,    KENTUCKY 

This  is  the  third  time  I  have  started  a  letter  for  the 
Evangelist.  I  hope  to  get  this  one  finished. 

Some  have  written  to  me  asking  how  to  send  clothing. 
Things  can  be  sent  here  in  my  name,  to  Haddix  by  Par- 
cel Post,  or  heavy  bags  can  be  sent  by  freight.  There  is 
no  freight  agent  here,  but  they  will  be  taken  care  of. 
please  do  not  send  by  express.  When  you  do  I  must  hire 
1  man  to  bring  it  from  Jackson. 

Send  either  by  Parcel  Post  or  freight.  I  have  received 
plenty  of  reading  material  to  last  for  quite  a  long  time. 
Thanks  to  all  who  responded  to  my  call,  if  any  have  sent 
papers,  clothing  or  gifts  of  any  kind  and  did  not  receive 
an  answer,  please  pardon  me.  I  think  I  have  answered  all. 

Much  more  interest  has  been  shown  by  the  different 
churches  for  the  work  here  the  past  year  than  ever  be- 
fore, for  which  I  feel  very  grateful.  School  has  started 
knd  people  will  be  asking  for  more  clothing.  When  send- 
ing clothing,  please  do  not  send  "shorts." 
!  The  interest  in  Sunday  School  is  about  the  same.  One 
jnan  was  interested  enough  to  buy  us  a  new  wall  board 
j'egister  for  the  Sunday  School  room.  Mr.  Drushal  has 
been  preaching  for  us  on  Saturday  nights. 

School  has  begun  for  another  year  and  I  am  teaching 
me  Bible  every  day  to  the  school  children.  Pray  with 
pie  that  some  of  these  children  will  be  Christian  workers, 
missionaries,  or  preachers  of  God's  Word. 

I  can  see  some  good  prospects,  but  they  need  the  teach- 
ng  and  training  of  Christian  parents,  and  very  few  get 
:hat. 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Kessinger. 

S       H       II 

COUNTY    LINE,    LAKEVILLE,    INDIANA 

The  work  at  County  Line  is  still  progressing!  The 
l^orth  Liberty  B.  Y.  C.  and  our  B.  Y.  C.  had  several 
profitable  parties  together  this  year.  The  Teegarden 
Boys'  Brotherhood  and  our  boys  also  enjoyed  getting  to- 
gether this  year.  Two  Singspirations  were  enjoyed  by 
peegarden.  North  Liberty,  South  Bend,  County  Line  and 
i^rdmore  B.  Y.  C.  groups.  It  is  wonderful  for  all  ages  of 
jBrethren  to  get  together! 

I  The  average  attendance  of  our  Sunday  School  this  year 
vas  118  compared  to  115  last  year.  Average^  S.  S.  offer- 
ng  this  year  $43.84;  last  year  $41.34.  The  indebtedness 
m  the  new  parsonage  has  been  cut  to  $500. 

Highway  U.  S.  31,  which  goes  by  our  church,  has  been 
:losed  all  summer.  Attendance  at  services  have  held  up 


fine  in  spite  of  dust  and  the  detour.  They  are  pouring 
cement,  for  one  lane  of  the  new  highway,  now  (Sept. 
26). 

Four  young  people  have  recently  been  baptized  and  ac- 
cepted as  members  of  our  church.  The  booklet,  "A  Brief 
Introduction  to  the  Brethren  Church"  is  being  given  to 
our  new  converts.  A  questionnaire  will  be  given  them  soon 
after  they  have  read  the  booklet. 

The  pastor's  daughter,  Sharon  Rose  Gilmer,  who  was 
stricken  with  St.  Vitus  Dance  in  July,  is  still  unable  to 
care  for  herself  or  go  to  school,  although  she  is  able  to 
be  up  most  of  the  time.  She  was  anointed  on  Sunday, 
July  29.  On  the  following  Tuesday  she  began  to  show  im- 
provement and  God  assured  us  that  she  would  recover. 
We  are  very  grateful  for  all  the  prayers  of  Christian  peo- 
ple everywhere! 

Herbert  Gilmer,  Pastor. 


FORT  SCOTT,  KANSAS 

On  Thursday  evening,  September  13th,  Brother  Robert 
Bischof  gave  us  a  talk  and  showed  slides  of  the  mission- 
ary work  in  Nigeria.  We  are  very  grateful  to  have  him 
in  our  presence  and  were  blessed  of  God  as  he  explained 
about  each  detail  of  the  work. 

We  need  to  always  remember  him  and  his  wife  in  our 
prayers  as  they  labor  for  the  Master  in  that  land. 

Preceding  his  talk  and  slides,  there  was  a  covered  dish 
supper. 

Ralph  Barnum,  Cor.  Sec'y. 

^       H       H 

EVANGELISTIC  CAMPAIGN 

AT  MT.  OLIVE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

PINEVILLE,  VIRGINIA 

For  two  weeks,  September  11th  to  23rd  it  was  my 
privilege  to  be  the  preacher  for  an  evangelistic  meeting 
at  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church  in  Pineville,  Virginia. 
Here  are  Brethren  who  have  been  cultured  through  the 
past  twenty-five  years  with  excellent  preaching,  and  who 
are  very  generous  in  their  expression  of  appreciation. 
Bringing  the  Gospel  to  these  people  was  indeed  one  of 
the  high  moments  of  joy  in  m.y  life.  We  were  thrilled 
at  the  splendid  attendance  during  the  meetings.  The 
Church  was  well  filled  each  evening,  which  was  very  much 
appreciated  by  the  evangelist.  During  the  meeting  there 
were  a  large  number  of  young  people  in  attendance,  and 
we  had  the  understanding  that  they  did  so  in  spite  of 
many  community  and  outside  activities.  Such  loyalty  is  to 
be  commended. 

During  the  campaign  we  had  65  decisions  for  Christ, 
there  were  55  reconsecrations,  and  10  were  added  to  the 
church  membership  as  a  direct  result  of  the  meeting — 
a  victory  for  which  we  praise  the  Lord. 

The  meeting  was  very  well  advertised  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  pastor,  and  his  publicity  committee.  The  news- 
paper carried  reports  of  the  campaign  daily,  and  the 
people  were  informed  of  the  meeting  by  special  letter. 

I  was  graciously  received  into  the  homes  of  the  parish 
and  was  fed   sumptuously  at  every  home  where  we  had 
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the  privilege  of  a  dinner  date.  During  the  meeting  I 
lived  in  the  beautiful  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  Lam, 
where  the  visiting  Evangelists  at  Mt.  Olive  have  been  so 
graciously  entertained  through  the  years.  Every  kindness 
was  extended  to  the  Evangelist  by  this  family  who  were 
so  very  generous  in  their  hospitality.  All  of  the  evening 
meals  were  provided  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lam,  who  will  al- 
ways be  remembered  for  this  special  ministry  by  the  vis- 
iting Evangelist. 

Splendid  attendance,  excellent  interest,  enthusiastic 
spiritual  singing,  and  prayerful  support  were  outstand- 
ing in  every  service. 

Music  under  the  very  capable  direction  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Hai-mon  was  an  outstanding  feature  at  every 
service.  The  special  numbers  were  well  chosen  and  ren- 
dered effectively.  The  faithful  choir  under  the  direction 
of  Mrs.  Harmon  rendered  inspiring  selections  at  several  of 
the  sei-vices.  One  of  the  enjoyable  features  was  the  violin 
accompaniment  and  special  solos  by  Mr.  Harmon. 

It  was  also  my  privilege  during  this  meeting  to  speak 
before  the  five  hundred  students  of  the  new  Montevideo 
High  School  and  also  to  the  seventh  and  eighth  graders 
at  the  Port  Republic  Grade  School.  It  was  a  wonderful 
experience  for  the  evangelist. 

Dr.  John  F.  Locke  is  a  very  busy  minister  in  the  Breth- 
ren Church.  Besides  taking  care  of  this  work  at  Mt.  Olive, 
he  is  also  pastor  of  the  Bethlehem  Brethren  Church.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  our  College  Trustees,  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  our  National  Mission  Board.  Dr.  Locke  is  cer- 
tainly loved  by  his  congregations.  During  our  meeting  it 
was  a  real  joy  to  have  a  part  in  the  special  September 
16th  "Homecoming  festivity"  which  honored  him  for  his 
twenty-five  yeai's  of  service  as  pastor  at  the  Mt.  Olive 
Brethren  Church.  This  special  day  was  also  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Locke's  twenty-fourth  Wedding  Anniversary  and  Mrs. 
Locke's  birthday.  It  was  a  very  momentous  occasion,  one 
which  we  will  long  remember.  It  was  a  real  Christian  joy 
to  work  with  such  an  outstanding  Brethren  leader.  A  con- 
siderable amount  of  calling  was  done  during  the  cam- 
paign, and  some  splendid  results  were  observed  from 
these  personal  contacts. 

I  want  again  to  thank  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Locke  for  their 
fellowship  and  the  joy  of  serving  Jesus  with  them.  I  also 
want  to  thank  all  who  performed  special  services  and 
those  who  attended  so  faithfully.  I  want  to  thank  all  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Church  for  their  very 
generous  monetary  gift. 

May  our  dear  Lord  richly  bless  every  one  of  you  and 
prosper  you  in  His  v/ork.  I  shall  long  remember  the  spir- 
itual fellowship  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren. 

Evangelist,  J.  D.  Hamel,  South  Bend,  Ind. 


H.  D.  "BUD"  HUNTER  ACCEPTS 
SHKPSHEWANA  POSITION 

"Bud"  Hunter,  of  North  Manchester,  Indiana  and  past 
president  of  the  National   Laymen's  Organization  of  the! 
Brethren  church,  has  accepted  the  call  of  the  Indiana  Dis- 
trict to  become  Superintendent  of  Grounds,  at  the  Breth 
ren  Retreat,   Shipshewana,   Indiana. 

"Bud,"  and  his  wife,  Helen,  who  is  the  Indiana  Dis 
trict  W.  M.  S.  President,  have  been  operating  a  chicker 
farm  near  North  Manchester  and  have  been  active  mem 
hers  of  the  North  Manchester  church.  They  plan  to  take 
up  their  new  duties  about  the  middle  of  October.  Then 
new  address   is    Shipshewana,    Indiana,   R.   R.   2. 
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SHOPE-KUNS.  On  September  9th,  at  3:00  P.  M.,  Miss 
Sue  Shope  and  Mr.  Richard  Kuns,  both  of  Flora,  Indiana 
exchanged  vows  before  an  altar  banked  with  chrysanthe 
mums,  palms  and  candalabras,  in  the  Brethren  Church 
Flora,  Indiana.  Rev.  C.  A.  Stewart  officiated.  The  nev 
Mrs.  Kuns  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Galen  Shope 
of  Flora;  Mr.  Kuns  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russel 
Kuns,  of  Flora. 

Mr.  Frederick  Hinmiller,  of  the  Kokomo  College  of  Music' 
played  a  selection  of  bridal  airs  preceding  the  ceremony 
A  sister  of  the  bride,  Mrs.  Wendell  Plumb,  Corpus  Christi 
Texas,  sang  several  numbers.  Mrs.  Plum  was  matron  o 
honor.  Miss  Janet  Klingensmith,  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  Mis 
Margaret  Isgrig,  Milledgeville,  Illinois,  were  bridesmaids) 
Jim  Rowsey,  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  was  best  man.  Usher 
were  Jerry  Jordan,  Jeris  Eikenberry  and  Wendell  Plum 

After  a  short  wedding  trip  the  new  couple  went  t 
Ashland,  Ohio,  where  both  are  students  in  Ashland  Col 
lege.  I 

C.  A.  Stewart,  i 


ANDERSON-HOLMES.  On  September  29th,  Betty  Ar! 
derson,  daughter  of  Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Ervin  Anderson,  anj 
Ray  Dean  Holmes,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Holmei 
were  married  by  the  undersigned  at  the  parsonage  £ 
Cameron,  W.  Va.  Betty  is  a  member  of  the  Quiet  De 
Brethren  Church,  and  Dean  was  recently  discharged  froi 
the  U.  S.  Air  Force. 

Cecil  Bolton,  Jr.,  Pastor 


Support  Ashland  College  and  Seminary 

with  your  liberal  giving  this  month 
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WORLDWaDE  BIBLE  READING 
THANKSGIVING  TO  CHRISTMAS 


THIS  IS  THE  THIRTEENTH  YEAR  of  the  Worldwide 
Bible  Reading  program,  when  people  around  the 
world  join  in  the  daily  reading  of  a  similar  passage  of 
Scriptures  that  is  suggested  by  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety in  its  annual  observance  of  this  program.  The  read- 
ing lists,  of  which  more  than  15,000,000  were  distributed 
by  the  Bible  Society  last  year,  are  conveniently  printed 
n  the  form  of  a  bookmark.  They  are  without  note  or 
:;omment  which  means  that  a  person  of  any  faith  may 
j'oUow  them.  This  year,  for  the  fifth  time,  the  Bible  So- 
|;iety  will  produce  the  daily  reading  list  in  Braille  for 
sightless  people. 

I  The  program  has  been  endorsed  by  President  Dwight  D. 
lEisenhower,  who,  as  Honorary  Chairman  of  the  National 
pponsoring   Committee,  has  said: 

"The   Bible   is  endorsed  by  the  ages.   Our  civiliza- 
tion is  build  upon  its  words. 

In  no   other   book   is   there   such   a   collection   of  in- 
spired wisdom,  reality  and  hope.  It  describes  the  con- 


dition of  man  and  the  promise  of  man  with  such 
power  that,  through  many  eras  and  generations,  it 
has  made  the  mighty  humble  and  has  strengthened 
the  weak. 

We  are  grateful  to  your  great  voluntary  society  for 
distributing  the  Bible  over  the  past  one  hundred 
forty  years,  without  comment  or  interpretation, 
throughout  the  breadth  of  our  land  and  across  the 
seven  seas.  You  have  written  The  Word  upon  the 
doorposts  of  the  world. 

I  am  glad  to  receive  again  your  list  of  suggested 
passages  to  read  from  my  Bible  from  Thanksgiving 
to  Christmas." 

The  theme  for  the  program  is  annually  selected  by 
representatives  of  over  50  denominations  and  a  poster  is 
designed  to  illustrate  it.  The  artist  of  the  famous  "Head 
of  Christ"  and  other  religious  paintings,  Warner  Sail- 
man,  has  produced  the  poster  for  this  year's  theme,  "The 
Bible  Speaks  Today."  Thousands  of  copies  of  the  poster 
will  be  produced  in  foreign  languages. 

The  program  includes  Universal  Bible  Sunday,  always 
the  second  Sunday  in  December,  which  this  year  falls  on 
December  9th.  Dr.  Eugene  A.  Nida,  secretary  for  Trans- 
lations of  the  American  Bible  Society,  is  author  of  the 
brochure  that  is  mailed,  with  other  appropriate  mate- 
rials, to  Protestant  pastors  throughout  the  country. 
These  packets  will  be  mailed  to  more  than  183,000  pas- 
tors, more  than  12,000  more  than  in  the   previous  year. 
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BOWSER.  Murray  Bowser  departed  this  life  July  20, 
1956,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  He  suffered  a  se- 
ries of  paralytic  strokes  in  addition  to  complications  of 
jiis  advanced  age.  He  had  recovered  from  the  amputa- 
jion  of  a  limb  in  January,  and  was  in  his  usual  health 
jip  to  within  a  week  of  his  death.  Mr.  Bowser  had  been 
li  member  of  the  Glenford  Brethren  Church.  With  the  or- 
ganization of  The  Newark  Brethren  Church  May  15, 
j.955,  he  enrolled  as  one  of  the  twenty-five  Charter  Mem- 
)ers.  Surviving  are  a  brother,  three  daughters  and  one 
on  and  their  families.  Funeral  I'ites  conducted  by  this 
'astor  from  a  Newark  Chapel,  with  burial  at  Glenford. 

William  S.  Crick. 


How  About 
Your  Offerings? 

THE    EDUCATIONAL    DAY    OFFERING 

Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

Make  checks  payable  to  Ashland  College,  and  send  to 
Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  mark  on  Envelope, 
"Educational   Day  Offering." 
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Vrayer  ffleeting 
Studies 

Hij  G.  T.  §ilmer 


STAND  FIRM 

Just    where   you    stand     in     the    conflict 

There  is  your  place. 
Just  where  you  think  you   are   useless 

Hide  not  your  face. 
God    placed    you    there    for   a   purpose, 

Whate'er  it  be. 

Sure  He  has  chosen  you  for  it, 

Work  loyally. 
Gird   on    your  armour;    be    faithful 

At  toil  or  rest. 
Whate'er  it  be;  never  doubting, 

God's  way  is  best. 

Out  in  the  field  or  on  pickett. 

Stand  firm  and  true; 
This  is  the  work  which  the  Master 

Gives  you  to  do. 

— Selected. 

DANIEL  had  sincere  convictions  of  right  and  wrong 
(Dan.  1:8).  Let  us  "dare  to  be  a  Daniel"  in  all  of 
Daniel's  characteristics:  courteous  (Dan.  1.8-12);  attrac- 
tive (1:4-9);  temperate  (1:8);  studious  (1:17-19);  cour- 
ageous (2:13-16;  6:7-11);  humble  (2:30;  9:7-20);  faith- 
ful (6:4);  Bible  student  (9:2;  11:13);  prayerful  (2:18; 
6:10;    9:4;    12:8);   honored    (2:48;    6:23;    12:13). 

Worthwhile  convictions  are  bound  to  be  tested.  That  is 
true  of  God-fearing  convictions  on  diet  (Dan.  1:12,  13); 
convictions  on  a  constant  prayer  life  (Dan.  6:7,  10);  of 
refusal  to  compromise  in  woi'ship  (Dan.  3:15-18);  convic- 
tions in  declaring  the  whole  counsel  of  God  (Dan.  4:19, 
24;  5:22,  23). 

The  world  will  make  men  suffer  for  their  convictions 
(Heb.  11:24-26).  The  world  will  tempt  men  of  convic- 
tions to  sin,  and  will  then  punish  them  for  standing 
true  to  God  (Gen.  39:20).  Time  and  again  Paul  refused 
to  waver  (2  Cor.  11:24-27).  Thus  Paul  paid  a  high  price 
for  his  convictions.  So  did  John  the  Baptist  (Matt.  14:  4- 
10).  People  who  live  up  to  right  standards  are  often  the 
targets  of  slander  and  defamation. 

But  those  who  suffer  for  convictions  have  a  conscience 
inviolate  (Acts  20:26).  They  can  face  the  end  of  life 
with  an  uncondemned  heart  and  a  happy  prospect  with 
God  (2  Tim.  4:6-8).  God  will  stand  by  those  who  stand 
by  Him    (Gen.    39:21-24;    Dan.   9:21,    21-23). 

"Gracious  Father,  guard  Thy  children 
From  the  foe's  destructive  power; 

Save,    0    save   them.    Lord   from   falling 
In  this  dark  and  trying  hour! 

Thou   wilt   surely   prove  Thy   people. 
All  our  graces  must  be  tried; 


But  Thy  Word   illumes  our  pathway. 
And  in  God  we  still  confide." 

God  has  made  great  promises  to  those  who  suffer  fo; 
right  convictions  (Matt.  5:10-12).  Crossbearing  fo 
Christ's    sake    shall    not    go    unrewarded    (2    Tim.   2:12); 

The    soul    winner    shall    have    fruit    for    his    conviction,'! 

I 

(Psalm    126:5,    6).    Men    of   convictions    shall   some    dajj 
judge  the  world  and  fallen  angels   (1  Cor.  6:3,  4). 

It  is  only  men  of  strong  faith  who  can  turn  others  t( 
God  (Dan.  4:37;  6:25-27).  People  Who  compromised  o; 
saci'ificed  their  convictions  are  a  disgrace  to  this  worldl 
Such  is  the  weak-kneed,  sinful  Herod  who  beheaded  Johit 
the  Baptist  (Matt.  14:8,  9);  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  wh(l 
lied  to  God  and  were  stricken  dead  before  the  apostlet 
(Acts  5:1-5);  Demas,  who  forsook  his  convictions  for  ai 
easy  life  in  this  world  (2  Tim.  4:10). 

"Stand  on  thy  feet,  ye  valiants  of  the   Lord! 

These    times    require    thy    life,   thy   constancy; 
Steadfast  and  sure,  equipped  with  God's  own  Word, 

March  forth   to   battle, — loyal,   brave   and  free!" 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  October  21,   1956 

GOD'S  COMMAND   TO   TEACH 

Lesson:  Dent.  6:1-9,  20-25 

THOSE  WHO  HAVE  been  taught  ought  to  become  teach' 
ers.  If  God's  Message  of  Life  is  to  be  proclaimed  to  al; 
the  world  it  will  only  be  done  in  this  way.  Jesus  use* 
this  method  of  reaching  the  world.  He  taught  the  dig 
ciples  in  order  that  they  might  in  turn  become  teachersi 
Years  after  the  Master  had  ascended,  John  the  Belove! 
employed  this  means:  "That  which  we  have  seen  ani 
heard  declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye  also  may  have  fel 
lowship  with  us"  (I  John  1:3).  John  had  been  taughll 
therefore,  he    became   a   teacher.  j 

To  the  Children  of  Israel  came  this  command  froij 
God:  "And  these  words,  which  I  command  thee  this  da;! 
shall  be  in  thine  heart:  and  thou  shalt  teach  them  dil } 
gently  unto  thy  children  ..."  Emphasis  was  given  t 
proper  spiritual  teaching  and  training  of  children.  Froii 
whence  cometh  the  philosophy  of  the  day  that  declares  chi ! 
dren  are  to  be  permitted  free  expressions  of  ideas  an 
actions?  Certainly  not  from  the  Bible!  Here  is  God's  ai: 
swer  to  Juvenile  Delinquency.  Responsibility  is  laid  { 
the  feet  of  the  parents  to  properly  instruct  their  childrci 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord.  j 

In  Deuteronomy  6:1  God  desired  to  teach  His  peop 
Israel.  "Now  these  are  the  commandments  .  .  .  whic 
the  LORD  your  God  commanded  to  teach  you,  that  j 
might  do  them..  .  .  "  They  were  to  be  taught  in  ord< 
that  they  might  do.  Right  teaching  is  to  result  in  riglj 
conduct.  Not  only  this,  but  right  teaching  is  meant  ' 
produce  reverential  fear  of  the  LORD  God.  And  he  wJ 
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is  taught  of  God,  and  responds  to  teaching  by  obeying 
that  which  is  taught,  will  find  he  not  only  has  the  fear 
and  awe  of  God  in  his  heart,  but  the  blessing  of  God  in 
his  life.  For  the  promise  was  given:  "That  it  may  be 
well  with  thee,  and  that  ye  may  increase  mightily,  as 
the  LORD  God  of  thy  fathers  hath  promised  thee." 

In  the  Old  Testament,  material  prosperity  was  evidence 
of  right  relationsip  with  God.  In  this  dispensation  God 
hath  promised  spiritual  prosperity.  When  the  smile  of 
Divine  Favor  is  upon  your  life,  the  blessing  of  God  will 
be  manifest  in  your  heart. 

"And  these  words,  which  I  command  thee  this  day, 
shall  be  in  thine  heart:  And  thou  shalt  teach  them  dili- 
gently unto  thy  children,  and  shalt  talk  of  them  when 
thou  sittest  in  thine  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by 
the  way,  and  when  thou  liest  down,  and  when  thou 
risest  up." 

The  Word  of  God  should  find  lodgment  in  our  hearts. 
Then  will  we  be  eager  to  teach  His  Word  to  our  children 
and  friends.  Wherever  we  go,  and  whatever  we  do,  we 
will  strive  to  obey  Him,  for  His  Word  will  become  the 
guiding  principle  of  our  lives. 

You  who  have  been  taught  of  God — have  you  become 
a  teacher  to  those  untaught?  This  is  what  Jesus  intended 
when  He  said  to  His  followers:  "Go  then  and  make  dis- 
Iciples  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  into  the  name  of 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  teach 
jthem  to  practice  all  the  commands  that  I  have  given 
»^ou"    (Wms.— Matt.   28:19). 

God  forbid  that  He  should  have  to  rebuke  some  with 
these  words:  "For  when  for  the  time  ye  ought  to  be 
iteachers,  ye  have  need  that  one  teach  you  ..."  (Heb. 
'5:12).  The  ability,  then,  to  teach  others  is  evidence  of 
jspiritual  maturity.  May  it  be  said  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
phrist  today  what  was  said  concerning  the  Early  Church: 
;'And  daily  in  the  temple,  and  in  evei-y  house,  they 
ceased  not  to  teach  and  preach  Jesus  Christ"  (Acts  5:42). 


Sunday  School  Suggestions 

The    Sunday    School  Board   of 
The  Brethren  Church 


by     Jerry  Flora 


MISCELLANY 

Concerning  Workers'  Conferences 

A  SALESMAN  does  not  skip  a  sales  meeting  because 
he  has  had  ten  years'  experience.  A  football  player 
does  not  break  training  because  he  is  the  star  of  the 
team.  Auto  mechanics  are  returning  to  the  factories  to 
learn  about  the  new  1957  models.  Doctors  use  the  very 
latest  drugs  at  their  disposal. 

Can  officers  and  teachers  afford  to  consider  negligent- 
ly and  carelessly  the  one  channel  through  which  they  can 
best  serve  ?  Sunday  schools  are  hinged  on  the  effective- 
ness of  their  workers'  conferences;  some  are  hung  be- 
cause of  the  ineffectiveness  of  them. 

Overheard 

"I  wish  I  had  more  time  for  visitation."  It  was  a  teach- 
er of  junior  girls  who  made  the  wish. 

"You  have  fifteen  minutes  every  week  that  you  are  not 
using,"  the  supei'intendent  reminded  her.  Then  she  went 
on  to  explain,  "Most  of  the  girls  arrive  fifteen  minutes 
early  every  Sunday  morning  and  are  without  supervision." 

Are  you  wasting  precious  minutes  each  Sunday  by  not 
meeting  your  pupils  who  come  early?  Remember,  Sun- 
day   school   begins   the   instant    the   first    pupil  arrives. 

Temperance 

Dr.  Karl  Menninger,  noted  psychiatrist,  says  that 
5  million  alcoholics  in  the  United  States  constitute  the 
nation's  largest  mental  health  problem.  "Every  day  we 
see  horrifying  examples  of  men  and  women  who  drink 
up  every  penny  they  own  and  make  serious  critical  errors 
in  judgment  that  affect  you  and  me.  It  is  a  problem 
which  is  taking  a  tremendous  mental,  social,  and  physical 
toll." 

Study  carefully,  teacher,  the  Sunday  school  lesson  for 
October  14.  Will  it  be  just  "another  temperance  lesson," 
will  you  make  it  what  it  ought  to  be — education  for  ab- 
stinence ? 

The  Booming  Baby  Business 

The  U.  S.  Census  Bureau  says  our  country's  popula- 
tion will  reach  170  or  175  million  by  1960.  (Compare  this 
number  with  the  1950  census  figure  of  151,672,000.)  It 
is  quite  possible  that  35  million  babies  will  be  born  be- 
tween 1950  and  1960. 

There  will  be  40  percent  more  teen-agers  in  the  six- 
ties than  in  1950.  This  figure  doesn't  depend  on  future 
birth  rates;  these  young  people  have  already  been  born! 

Your  city,  your  town,  your  neighborhood  has  many 
people  who  need  the  Christian  instruction,  guidance,  and 
help  which  only  the  Sunday  school  can  give.  What  are 
you  doing  about  them? 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELISlI 


NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth  Director 

B.  Y.  GOALS  TO  SHOOT  AT  .  .  .  AND  HIT 

1956-1957 

1.  Send  in  one  Sunday  evening  Brethren  Youth  Cru- 
sader offering  to  National  Biethren  Youth  each 
month  as   your  part  in   the   budget. 

2.  A  Brethren  Youth  delegate  to  National  B.  Y.  Con- 
ference and  District  Conference. 

3.  One  member  attending  summer  camp  for  each  10 
members  of  your  B.  Y.  Crusaders. 

4.  Four  executive  meetings  and  four  social  meetings 
during  the  year. 

5.  At  least  one  public  service  (preferably  on  Youth 
Sunday  in  May). 

6.  A   lesson  on  each  of  three   of  the  following: 

a.  Stewardship 

b.  Total  Abstinence 

c.  Conducting   Personal   Devotions 

d.  How  to  Win  Another  to  Christ 

e.  Brethren  Emphasis 

7.  Seniors  and  Intermediates:  a  lesson  on  dating  (Boy 
and  Girl  Relationships). 

Juniors:  a  lesson  on  Personal  Relationships  (How  to 
get  along  with   each   other). 

Suggestion:  Use  a  panel  or  forum  with  Scripture 
verses  to   support  your  views. 

8.  Group  participation  in  the  National  Brethren  Youth 
project  ($6,666.66  for  Ambassadors  and  Sarasota). 

9.  A  report  of  your  activities  sent  to  the  National 
B.  Y.  office  in  Ashland  at  least  two  times  a  year 
(include  pictures   if  possible). 

50%  of  your  membership  in  attendance  at  one  spe- 
cific service  each  week  of  local  evangelistic  ser- 
vices. 

The  Brethren  Youth  Magazine  in  the  homes  of  50% 
of  your  membership. 

Every  Brethren  Youth  in  your  church  carrying  a 
Brethren  Youth  Membership  Card  and  working  to  en- 
large the   Brethren  Youth  Booster  Club. 

NOTE:  Banner  Society— Meet  10  out  of  12  goals. 

Honor  Society — Meet   all   12   goals. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


GOAL  DIGGERS 


This  year's  Brethren  Youth  Goals,  which  are  printed 
on  this  page,  are  largely  the  result  of  the  work  done  by 
the  Brethren  Youth  Goals  Committee  at  National  Confer- 


ence. Chairman  Lois  Berkshire  and  her  committee  have 
come  up  with  some  worthwhile  suggestions  for  all  B.  Y. 
Crusaders  and  each  of  you  should  begin  right  now  to  meet 
as  many  as  possible. 

Your  society  will  not  be  a  Banner  or  an  Honor  Society 
unless  you  begin  "digging"  at  these  Goals  immediately, 
They  are  designed  to  help  in  the  organization  of  youi 
local  B.  Y.  C.  group  and  also  to  guide  your  own  personali 
spiritual  life.  If  enough  of  you  will  work  hard  at  meet-i 
ing  these  goals,  Brethren  Youth  everywhere  will  expandil 
Your  meetings  will  be  better,  our  project  will  go  oveii 
the   top,   and   added   financial   support  will   enable   us  tci 

serve    the   entire  program  better. 

1 

Study  these  goals  carefully,  figure  out  how  your  groujl 

can  meet  them  and  become  a  banner  society,  and  go  ou; 

and  get  all   your    friends    to    be    BRETHREN    YOUTEg 

GOAL  DIGGERS! 

The  latest  issue  of  the  BRETHREN  YOUTH  MAGAl 
ZINE  is  in  the  mail.  Get-a-hold  of  a  copy  and  keep  up| 
to-date  with  the  latest  news  and  pictures  about  B.  Y] 
activities.  Then  subscribe  to  this  small,  but  mighty,  magi 
azine  by  sending  $1.00  to  Brethren  Youth,  Ashland  Col 
lege,  Ashland,  Ohio.  You  won't  want  to  miss  any  futur 
issues. 

The  present  issue  contains  news  stories  from  Ashland 
Lanark,    Maurertown,    Lost    Creek,    Fremont,    Johnstowr.^ 
Ohio  Conference  and  many  others.  Get  your  copy  cominji 
to  your  home  soon.  SUBSCRIBE! 

ASHLAND  to  WATERLOO via  UDELL 

It  was  very  helpful  to  see  several  past  friends  an 
meet  some  new  ones  at  the  Central  District  Conference  i; 
Udell,  Iowa  on  September  28th  and  29th.  The  opportunitr! 
to  speak  about  the  youth  work  in  the  district  was  mucj' 
appreciated.  The  Conference  theme  concerned  the  "spii! 
itual  condition"  of  the  Christian  in  several  aspects.  TM- 
seemed  to  me  to  be  most  deserving  for  all  of  us  to  com' 
sider,   especially   Brethren  Youth. 

NEXT  YEAR  the  Central  District  Conference  is  goin^ 
to  be  held  in  Lanark  and  preliminary  plans  are  now  hi] 
ing  laid  to  have  some  special  youth  features  on  the  weelj 
end  as  a  part  of  the  conference  progi'am.  The  youth  i| 
Illinois  and  Iowa  should  plan  now  to  watch  for  more  aij 
nouncements  about  these  things  that  are  being  done  fc! 
them.  Also,  something  was  said  about  SPRING  CAMJ 
in  Milledgeville  next  March.  It  looks  as  though  thei 
will  be  plenty  of  activity  for  the  Brethren  Youth  of  tl 
Central    District.    SUPPORT    YOUR    PROGRAM,    KID.'j 

Then,  leaving  Udell,  your  Youth  Director  traveled  i 
Waterloo  to  fill  the  pulpit  for  Rev.  A.  T.  Ronk,  who  wr 
delivering  the  Sunday  morning  message  at  Central  Coij 
ference.  I  really  enjoyed  this  visit  to  the  place  whe: 
Napoleon  once  was  (apologies  to  Dr.  Bixler)  and  w; 
glad  for  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  the  B.  Y.  Crusaij 
ers   and  talk   over  plans  for  the   coming  year.  j 

It  was  a  long  ride  home  (610  miles)  but  the  pleasa; 
memories  of  Waterloo  will  remain  much  longer.  Bai 
here  in  Ashland  I  can  claim  to  be  an  experienced  "dair 
man,"  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glade  Miller  of  Waterloo  knc 
that  all  I  did  was  to  bring  the  cows  up  from  the  pastu 
at  milking  time. 
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fThe   V\/omen'5    ^orner 

j  •'OC**  ""OC?*  ""OC** 

I  by   Helen  Jordan 

BRETHREN  WOMEN  AT  WORK 

THROUGH  THE  W.  M.  S. 

Scripture:  II  Timothy  1:3-9 

HERE  WE  ARE  TOGETHER  AGAIN  at  General 
eral  Conference,  a  high  point  in  the  lives  of  Breth- 
en  women,  for  it  is  both  a  beginning  and  an  ending. 
'Most  of  us  at  this  time  bring'  to  a  conclusion  this  year's 
ihapter  in  the  book  marked,  "History  of  Brethren 
jiVomen."  We  write  in  a  large  hand  the  closing  words, 
''In  His  Service,"  sign  our  names  and  place  this  story 
jipon  the  shelf  labelled  "The  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
hiety  of  The  Brethren  Church."  There  it  will  stand  for 
'ill  eyes  to  see,  through  all  the  ages  to  come,  for  it  is 
ivritten  with  purposeful  hands:  with  the  determined  and 
iimpulsive  hand  of  our  young  women,  with  the  firm  and 
raiding  hand  of  our  ladies  of  middle  years,  and  with  the 
vise  and  gentle  hand  of  our  elder  sisters.  Yes,  every- 
i)ne  of  us  has  written  words,  a  phrase  here  and  there  in 
jhis  book  of  our  endeavor.  Some  of  these  pages  have  been 
vritten  by  the  hands  of  those  women  who  this  past  year 
itepped  across  the  threshold  of  the  door  marked  death. 
Into  a  new  day,  to^  write  a  new  chapter  in  a  new  life,  that 
iwaits  our  coming  some  other  afternoon. 

But  now  let  us  examinei  together  this  chapter  we  have 
vritten  together  this  past  year.  Is  it  a  good  one?  Is  it 
'ull  of  praise  and  love  to  God  ?  Do  the  words,  service 
.0  others,  greater  missionary  endeavor,  daily  prayer  and 
practice  of  faith,  reading  and  studying  the  Word,  do 
ihese  phrases  blink  brightly  before  our  searching  eyes 
ike  a  neon  sign?  Or  are  there  dark  passages,  blurred 
jvords  and  blank  pages  in  our  volume  marked  W.  M.  S.  ? 
i  Well,  whatever  has  been  our  personal  contribution, 
vhether  we  write  finis  with  a  sigh  of  regret  or  a  sigh 
,)f  satisfaction,  nevertheless  we  must  bid  this  chapter 
ijoodbye.  For  a  new  and  wonderful,  a  great  and  effec- 
I'Ual  door  has  opened  before  all  of  us  in  the  W,  M.  S. 
his  coming  year.  At  the  entrance  stands  the  Saviour 
saying  "Follow  Me."  And  we're  going  through  this  door 
;o  new  opportunities,  aren't  we?  We're  going  forward 
ivith  high  hearts  and  willing  hands  and  the  determina- 
lion  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith.  We're  marching 
j)n  together  closed  in  the  whole  armor  of  the  Christian 
!Voman:  the  breast-plate  of  righteousness,  the  banner  of 
jruth,  the  shield  of  faith:  our  feet  shod  with  the  gospel 
i>f  peace,  on  our  heads  the  helmet  of  salvation  and  in 
|)ur  hands  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  very 
!)wn  Word  of  God,  of  which  you  and  I  are  stewards. 
j  Now,  what  is  it  that  calls  us  to  such  service  ?  What 
s  it  that  causes  Christian  women  to  come  together  in 
m  organization  such  as  the  W.  M.  S.  ?  Well,  maybe  you 
'lon't  know  why  you  sought  membership  in  this  group. 
Perhaps  you  think  it  was  a  happy  accident  or  the  nat- 
ural sequence  of  events  of  joining  a  church  and  there- 


fore its  auxiliaries.  Maybe  you  think  the  hand  of  a  friend 
brought  you  to  this  moment.  Oh,  no  my  friends.  It's  a 
much  older  story  than  that  and  a  much  older  call  than 
the  one  you  hear  here  today. 

•For  the  Lord  Himself  called  you  and  me.  He  put  the 
greatest  gift  of  all  within  your  heart  and  mine — the 
gift  of  "wanting"  to  serve  and  learn  of  Him,  and  He  first 
did  it  through  our  Mother,  Eve.  He  first  called  you  and 
me  way  back  there  at  the  Gates  of  Paradise  when  He 
pronounced  judgment  upon  womankind  and  at  the  same 
time  blessed  her  by  appointing  her  guardian  of  the  mys- 
tery of  life.  For  in  Eve  lay  all  that  was  ever  to  come! 
In  Eve  lay  the  witness  and  testimony  of  Christ  Himself, 
for  God  said  "the  seed  of  the  woman  shall  bruise  the 
head  of  the  serpent."  And  Eve  believed  God  and  kept 
these  words  in  her  heart.  Then  in  the  young  Jewish  girl, 
Mary,  God  fulfills  this  promise  He  first  made  to  Eve.  For 
truly  Christ  was  "the  seed  of  only  the  woman"  for  He 
came  into  the  world  as  no  other  child,  and  truly  He  is 
the  Son  of  God  through  whom  all  men  may  have  eternal 
life.  So  in  God's  words  to  Eve  and  in  thei  motherhood  of 
Mary  did  God  bless  all  His  daughters  in  a  most  wonder- 
ful way  and  call  everyone  of  us  in  love  to  His  purpose. 

The  world  has  always  said  jokingly  of  women  "We 
do  not  understand  them."  No  matter — we  do  not  always 
understand  ourselves.  But  we  heed  the  call  within  our 
heart  and  we  follow  it  to  do  impossible  things.  For  our 
God  is  the  God  of  the  impossible  and  not  of  the  possible 
or  the  limited  little  things  we  can  see  and  do  alone. 
Look  for  instance  to  Mary  Magdalene.  She  stood  weeping 
before  Christ,  thinking  He  is  the  gardener,  and  crying 
out,  "Where  have  they  laid  my  Lord?  Tell  me  and  I  will 
take  Him  away."  Of  course  she  lacked  the  physical 
strength  to  do  this  thing  but  Mary  with  a  woman's  love 
forgets  a  woman's  weaknesses,  for  a  woman's  love  never 
stops  at  impossibilities.  For  example,  remember  the  pay- 
ing for  this  chapel  building  by  the  W.  M.  S.  ?  Remember 
the  great  amount  of  prayers  and  money  we  brought  to 
our  African  project?  Consider  the  offering,  faith  and 
prayer  we  again  shall  bring  to  the  South  American  work 
this  Friday  at  our  luncheon. 

So  we  can  stand  here  today,  not  particularly  strong 
physically,  not  especially  brilliant.  In  reality  very  ordi- 
nary women  are  we,  but  we  can  do  extraordinary  things! 
The  Holy  Spirit  that  dwells  within  us  urges  us  on,  sus- 
tains and  strengthens  us  every  minute  of  our  life. 

So  let  us  all  this  day,  standing  beside  one  another  and 
in  the  presence  of  our  church  go  boldly  to  the  throne  of 
grace,  individually,  yet  always  together  and  say,  "Lord, 
here  am  I — weak  in  body — limited  in  mind  but  full  of 
the  desire  to  servQ  thee  well.  Here  am  I,  Lord,  in  answer 
to  thy  call,  true  to  the  faith  first  shown  by  Eve.  Here 
am  I,  Lord.  Send  me." 

And  you  know  something  my  dears  ?  He  will !  He  most 
certainly  will!  Won't  you  let  Him  use  you  today?  Won't 
you  let  Him  work  with  you  this  year  through  your 
W.  M.  S.  ?  Yes,  I  know  you  will. 


Mrs.   Frank   Morrison, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


(Delivered  at  General  Conference  W.  M.  S.  Session  on 
Wednesday.) 
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Worship  for  Teen-age  and  Youth 


A  YEAR  OF  JUNIOR-HI 
PROGRAMS  AND  ACTIVITIES 

Here  are  52  programs,  fresh  and  appealing,  plus  numerous  parties, 
banquets  and  other  special  activities  as  well  as  programs  for  such 
occasions  as  Easter,  guest  night,  New  Year's  and  installation  of 
officers.  Each  program  has  a  unique  idea  for  presentation  to  make 
it  more  realistic.  For  instance,  this  sports-conscious  group  will 
be  delighted  with  the  basketball  tournament  which  lasts  for  4 
weeks,  and  baseball  games.  Some  other  topics  are:  Ring  Out  the 
Old,  Ring  In  the  New,  How  to  Pray,  Have  a  Heart,  and  Making 
a  Choice.  The  size  is  8%  x  11  inches  and  each  book  is  perforated 
for  ease  in  distributing  program  material.  Also  featured  are  a 
number  of  clever,  really  different  publicity  ideas. 

No.  3372 


$2.95 


"9li1ii:eit 


A  YEAR  OF   HI-TEEN 
PROGRAMS  AND  ACTIVITIES 

An  unexcelled  book  of  sparkling  program  material  including  par- 
ties, banquets,  programs   for  special   occasions,   and  projects  for 
high-school  and  college-age  groups.    These  52  programs  have  been     ; 
especially  planned  so  that  several  individuals  will  participate  each 
week,  thereby  creating  more  interest  and  activity.    Included  are    .. 
inventory  tests,  buzz  groups,  role  play  situations,  discussion  check- 
lists and  many  others.    Some  of  the  program  titles  are:   What's 
for  This  Year,  Help  Wanted,  It's  Your  Life,  Party-line  Prejudice, 
Hall  of  Greatness,  Search  the  Scriptures,  Walking  With  God,  and 
Family  Forum.    Each  program  has  a  suggested  poster  or  other  publicity.   Perforated 
for  easy  distribution. 

No.   3373 
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INTERMEDIATE    EXPRESSIONAL   SERVICES 

By  Nevada  Miller  Whitwell.  :vl  programs,  each 
containing  complete  poster  suggestions,  choral 
and  instrumental  music,  talks,  stories,  stunts. 
Scriptural  readings,  prayers,  etc.  A  full  year  of 
program  material  for  Intermediates  that  is  re- 
freshingly different. 
No.  2958 $2.95 

AT   HOME   AND   ABROAD-YOUTH 
WORSHIP   PROGRAMS 

New  idea  for  teen-age  worshi]i  programs  bv  Ne- 
vada Miller  WhitweU.    50  devotional  themes  are 
taken  from  50  well-known  travel  spots,  as  Lon- 
don, Paris,  etc.    Illustrated,  216  pages. 
No.  2711    $2.25 
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On  all  book  orders  please  add  ten  cents  for  postage. 

The    Brethren    Publishing   Company 
524   College  Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio 
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MAURERTOWN,  VIRGINIA.  Brother  E.  L.  Miller,  pas- 
tor of  our  Maurertown  church,  who  was  stricken  recent- 
ly with  a  heart  attack,  is  now  out  of  the  oxygen  tent  and 
is  able  to  sit  up  in  bed  for  about  15  minutes  a  day.  Let 
us  continue  to  uphold  our  brother  at  the  throne  of  grace. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  Brother  Joseph  Shultz  reports  a 
Sunday  School  Rally  Day  attendance  of  174,  which  is  a 
new  high,  the   previous  high  being  145. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. Professor  R.  G.  Mowery  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  Wayne  Heights  Rally  Day  service  on  September 
30th. 

Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman  reports  attendances  of  96 
for  the  Rally  Day  Sunday  School  hour,  114  for  the  church 
service,  and  76  for  the  Homecoming  service  in  the  eve- 
ning. Fifty  members  of  the  church  responded  to  the  roll 
call  of  the  membership  at  the  evening  hour. 

Brother  Leatherman  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
during  the  week  prior  to  their  Rally  Day  and  Homecom- 
ing, 16  members  of  the  church  visited  the  entire  mem- 
bership of  the  church,  encouraging  the  members  to  at- 
tend the  coming  services. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  The 
Third  Brethren  Church  was  host,  on  October  4th,  to  the 
Laymen,  W.  M.  S.,  and  Ministers  of  the  Pennsylvania 
District  in  their  respective  and  combined  Rallies. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  A  "Builder's  Committee  and 
Workers'  "  dinner  meeting  was  held  the  evening  of  Octo- 
ber 11th.  Speakers  at  the  affair,  which  included  the  Offi- 
cial Board,  the  Building  Committee,  the  Special  Finance 
Committee,  and  the  complete  Visitation  Committee,  were 
Rev.  Paul  dinger,  and  Rev.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  The 
annual  "College  Fellowship  Supper,"  for  all  Brethren 
and  students  attending  the  Park  Street  church,  was  held 
the  evening  of  October  10th.  Charles  Munson  was  in 
charge  of  the  program. 

A  "Missal  Stand"  (Bible  holder)  for  the  altar  table, 
was  dedicated  recently.  The  Stand,  a  gift  of  the  Truth 
Seekers  Class,  was  fashioned  by  and  in  the  woodwork- 
ing shop  of  one  of  the  class  members,  Rush  Rosenberry. 
It  is  of  walnut  and  mahogany  woods.  Attached  to  the 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


COMING  EVENTS 

NORTHEASTERN  OHIO 
JUNIOR  B.  Y.  C.  RALLY 

Saturday,  November  3,  1956 
for  ages  9-12 
SMITHVILLE,  OHIO 
Group  singing,  election  of  officers,  special  mi 
sic,  recreation,  offering;  film,  "The  Pilgrims. 
35c  registration  fee  for  noon  lunch 
Please  send  your  reservations  by  Oct.  30th  h 
Mrs.  William  McConahay, 
Rt.  1,  Smithville,  Ohio. 


NORTH  GEORGETOWN,  OHIO.  Rally  Day— Octob 
21st — Rev.  Donald  Rowser,  Pastor. 

ARDMORE,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— beginnii 
October  22nd — Rev.  Floyd  Sibert,  Evangelist;  Rev.  A' 
thur  J.  Tinkel,  Pastor. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  Homecoming— October  28th— R( 
John  F.  Burton,  Pastor. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Revival  Services— October  2S 
through  November  11th — Rev.  Virgil  E,  Meyer,  Evanj 
list;  Rev.   L.   V.   King,   Pastor. 

DAYTON,  OHIO.  HILLCREST  BRETHREN.  Rally  D , 
—October  28th— Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  Pastor. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Homecoming— October  21 
— Professor  Charles  Munson,  speaker  at  2:00  P.  M.  s< 
vice;  Rev.  William  H.  Anderson,  Pastor  .  j 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Revival  Meeting— Noveml  j 
4-11 — Rev.  C.  A.  Stogsdill,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Bruce  [ 
Shanholtz,  Pastor.  j 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Services — Beginni ; 
November  11th — Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman,  Evangelist;  R' , 
C.  A.  Stewart,  Pastor. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  Wayne  Heights  Brethr  . 
Evangelist  Sei^ices — November  4-11 — Rev.  Phil  Lers  , 
Evangelist;    Rev.   N.   Victor  Leatherman,   Pastor.  ' 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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Gapitalizing 


j-THERE  HAS  NEVER  BEEN  a  better  time  for 
'.\*-  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  than  now.  The  op- 
!(ortunity  to  spread  the  Gospel  has  never  been 
Greater  than  now.  The  need  has  never  been  greater 
:han  now.  The  methods  have  never  been  better 
ihan  now. 

I  What  are  we  doing  about  it  ? 
"Look  unto  the  fields,  white  unto  the  harvest." 
jook  at  the  scarcity  of  workers.  What  are  we  do- 
pg  about  it  ? 

I  The  Lord  has  set  before  us  an  open  door — 
Ipportunity  to  train  our  own  youth  in  our  local 
*)Unday  Schools,  in  our  homes,  by  use  of  up-to- 
ilate  methods  and  materials — to  bring  them  to  a 
laving  knowledge  of  Christ.  In  this  open  door, 
'here  is  opportunity  to  reach  the  millions  of  boys 
jind  girls  who  have  never  seen  the  inside  of  a 
f.hurch,  let  alone  have  come  under  the  church's 
leaching. 

j  Mens'  hearts,  as  predicted  in  the  scriptures,  are 
Im  the  verge  of  "failing  them  for  fear."  The 
;5tatus  of  world  affairs  is  such  that  people  are 
beally  fearing.  We  must  capitalize  on  this  state 
bf  uncertainty  and  show  to  them,  and  tell  them 
3f  the  Christ  who  removes  sin,  doubts  and  fears. 
We  must  tell  them  of  the  peace  of  mind  and  heart 
that  Christ  can  bring  to  them. 

Right  now,  many  who  live  near  us,  Brethren, 
whether  we  sense  it  or  not,  are  of  a  weariness 
and  heaviness  of  heart.  They  know  that  sinister 
forces  threaten  to  wipe  out  their  shaky  security. 
They  know  that  uncertainty  exists  on  every  hand. 
What  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  us  to  step  in 
and  tell  them  of  a  Christ  who  conquers  fear, 
doubt  and  uncertainty. 

Most  of  us  spend  time  in  church  on  Sundays. 
We  hear  messages  from  our  pulpits,  we  sit  in 
Sunday  School  classes  and  study  the  word  of  the 
Lord.  There  is  a  sense  of  satisfaction  which  tells 
us  we  have  done  well. 

But  have  we? 


Did  Jesus  stop  when  He  had  prayed?  Did  He 
cease  His  work  after  He  had  attended  worship? 
Did  the  fact  that  He  was  doing  the  Father's  will 
cause  Him  to  ignore  the  desperate  needs  of  those 
around  Him  ?  Had  that  been  the  case,  there  would 
have  been  no  feeding  of  the  hungry,  no  "Peace 
be  still,"  no  Calvary  for  the  redemption  of  mens' 
souls. 

Then  what  right  do  we  have  to  feel  that  we 
have  done  well  when  we  have  brought  our  gifts 
to  the  house  of  the  Lord  and  worshipped  there 
of  a  Sunday?  Is  not  the  crying  need  of  humanity 
around  us  ringing  in  our  ears  night  and  day  ? 

Well,  then,  what  can  we  do  ? 

All  of  us,  at  some  time  or  other,  have  felt  the 
comfort  of  one  who  spoke  the  right  word  or  did 
the  right  act  at  a  time  when  we  were  sore  dis- 
tressed. In  the  name  of  Christ,  our  Savior,  if  we 
can  do  nothing  more  for  those  around  us  in  trou- 
ble, we  can  speak  a  word  of  peace,  or  perform  an 
act  of  mercy  that  will  be  the  right  word  or  act  at 
the  right  time. 

We  have  seen  hearts,  otherwise  smug,  secure 
and  self-sufficient,  that  in  times  of  trouble  were 
"approachable"  with  a  single  word  of  Gospel 
truth. 

It  is  time,  with  all  the  modern  facilities  and 
opportunities,  that  we  Christians,  in  daily  walk 
must  "exude"  the  Gospel  message.  Hearts,  at 
home  and  abroad,  are  hungry.  Let  us  feed  them 
with  the  Bread  of  Life,  even  Jesus  our  Lord. 
W.S.B. 

BRETHREN  ANNUAL  NEXT  WEEK 

NEXT  WEEK  is  our  scheduled  date  for  the  new  1956- 
57  Brethren  Annual.  On  this,  we  have  been  work- 
ing, as  material  has  been  made  available,  since  General 
Conference  time.  It  is  all  set  in  type  and  practically 
ready  to  go,  waiting  only  the  officiary  of  the  Mid- West 
District,  whose  Conference  is  now  in  session  as  this  issue 
goes  to  press.  The  Annual  may  be  a  little  late  reaching 
you  due  to  the  increased  printing  operations  on  it. 

"The  Brethren  Annual"  replaces  the  issue  of  the  Evan- 
gelist for  Oct.  27th.  The  next  regular  Evangelist  will 
come  to  you  under  date  of  Nov.  3rd. 
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Worship 

Together 


Rev.    H.    Francis   Berkshire 


nPHERE  IS  MUCH  SENSE  in  the  words  of  Car- 
■■■    lyle  who   said,   "What  greater  calamity  can 
fall  upon  a  nation  than  the  loss  of  worship." 

Although  there  is  a  present  emphasis  on  Chris- 
tian education,  the  matter  of  worship  has  been 
neglected  by  most  churches.  Education  for  wor- 
ship has  not  been  emphasized,  and  too  few  have 
been  taught  the  purpose,  aims  and  objectives  and 
elements  of  the  worship  service.  There  is  little 
wonder  then,  that  our  worship  services  are  poor- 
ly attended  and  that  youth  and  adults  migrate 
home  after  the  Sunday  School  session,  failing  to 
remain  for  the  worship  service.  Furthermore, 
some  worship  services  give  the  impression  of  en- 
tertaining a  congregation;  they  are  "showy"  and 
many  progress  to  the  extent  of  being  amusing. 

Worship  is  a  distinct  element  of  Christian  ed- 
ucation and  a  well  planned  educational  progi'am 
will  recognize  this  fact.  We  teach  our  pupils  to 
read  the  Bible,  to  attend  Sunday  School  faith- 
fully, to  pray,  to  sing  the  beloved  hymns  of  the 


church,  but  we  fail  to  instruct  them  in  the  propej 
art  of  worship.  We  fail  to  insist  that  our  churcj 
leaders  and  Sunday  School  leaders  set  the  exanj 
pie  of  faithful  attendance  in  the  worship  servic(| 
and  we  also  neglect  to  plan  each  service  that 
may  bring  a  challenge  to  men  and  glory  to  Go(j 

Should  the  sense  of  worship  be  lost  we  can  tj 
certain  of  two  results:  1.  It  will  be  a  calamit 
for  the  Christian  church.  2.  The  church  and  i1 
leaders  will  have  been  negligent  in  the  matter  ( 
instructing  for  proper  worship.  j 

The  term  "worship"  is  an  ambiguous  tern 
one  is  apt  to  think  in  either  of  two  directior 
when  the  term  is  mentioned.  He  may  think  ( 
"form"  or  "ceremony"  by  which  a  feeling  is  e:| 
pressed.  Or,  he  may  think  of  honor  or  revej 
ence  appropriately  directed  toward  a  supreme  bi 
ing.  However,  both  are  related  to  the  term  wo 
ship. 

This  term  is  a  combination  of  two  words  froi 
the  Anglo-Saxon  language,  "weorth-scipe."  It 
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Editor's  Note:  Worship,  in  its  purest  form,  is  a  beau- 
iful  thing.  It  is  the  communion  of  the  soul  with  its 
laker  and  Savior.  To  accomplish  this  act  of  worship, 
here  must  of  necessity,  be  the  mechanics  of  the  devo- 
ional  hour,  or  of  the  worship  service. 

Because  the  spiritual  life  of  the  individual  is  encour- 
ged,  or  discouraged,  by  the  mechanical  conduct  of  the 
hurch  worship  hour,  there  is  need  today  for  instruction 
nd  suggestions  on  the  proper  conduct  of  the  worship 
ervice. 

The  proper  conduct  of  the  worship  service  in  our 
hurches  can  result  in  joy  and  peace  and  challenge;  a 
loser  fellowship  with  God  and  with  one  another.  A 
eautiful,  "well-ordered"  service  can  bring  a  lasting  spir- 
tual  glow,  and  an  eternal  victory  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

It  is  with  this  thought  in  mind  that  we  have  sought, 
nd  have  secured  this  series  of  articles  on  the  "Art  of 
Vorship,"  as  it  relates  to  our  church  services.  This  week 
l^e  present  the  first  of  three  articles  by  Brother  Francis 
lierkshire   on    the    general    subject,    "We    Worship    To 

ether." 

I 

i  We  would  suggest  that  each  pastor,  each  church  lead- 

Ir,    each    service    participant    and  each   parishioner    read, 

tudy    and    meditate    on    these   articles    as   they    appear. 

ou,  and  your  church's  services  will  be  benefitted  there- 

y.  W.  S.  B. 


ranslated  into  our  English  vocabulary  as  "wor- 
ay-ship."  This  word  has  an  interesting  evolution. 
i'radition  tells  us  that  it  was  fashioned  with  ref- 
rence  to  the  ships  that  would  return  to  the 
knglo-Saxon  ports  ladened  with  supplies  from 
jew  and  conquered  territories.  The  ships  that 
rought  valuable  supplies  were  treated  most  hon- 
rably,  and  homage  was  given  to  the  crew-mem- 
jers.  While  there  is  no  word  in  the  Greek  or  He- 
Irew  language  which  is  totally  comparable  to  our 
ford  "worship,"  the  words  in  these  languages  ex- 
jress  the  meaning  of  "bowing  down"  or  "doing 
jbeisance"  to  a  person  or  thing.  For  example, 
lenesis  22:5  would  read,  "I  and  the  lad  will  go 
pnder  and  bow  self  down."  And  Luke  14:10b 
j'ould  read,  "...  then  shalt  thou  have  glory  or 
feteem  in  the  presence  of  them  that  sit  at  meat 
iith  thee."  The  latter  two  words,  "glory"  and 
'esteem,"  have  the  same  root  of  our  common 
ngUsh  word  "doxology." 

From  this  we  gather  that  the  word  worship 
leans  the  recognition  or  the  merit  of  a  person 
'  thing.  It  is  appreciation.  With  reference  to 
ir  religion  it  is  the  active  side  of  our  religious 

havior. 

There  is  a  natural  impulse  in  man  to  worship, 
od  has  implanted  this  impulse  in  man.  Here 
e  see  that  Christian  education  must  assume  the 
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major  responsibility  of  teaching  man  the  correct 
concepts,  meanings  and  forms,  and  expressions  in 
the  worship  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 

THE  PURPOSES  AND  OBJECTIVES  OF  A 
WORSHIP  SERVICE 

The  first  worship  service  recorded  is  in  Genesis 
4:3-5.  Two  brothers  came  to  worship  God.  Each 
one  brought  an  offering  to  God.  Cain  brought 
"of  the  fruit  of  the  ground."  Abel  brought  "of 
the  firstlings  of  his  flock  and  the  fat  thereof." 
Both  offerings  seemed  to  be  of  equal  value  but 
one  was  accepted  and  the  other  was  rejected. 
Why?  One  showed  an  appreciation  and  the  other 
did  not.  One  gave  a  sacrificial  offering;  the  other 
did  not.  One  showed  the  attitudes  of  humility, 
gratitude,  reverence ;  the  other  did  not  truly  wor- 
ship. Abel  focused  "Godward"*  as  Clarice  Bow- 
man states  in  her  book  Restoring  Worship.  Cain 
focused  "Cain-ward."  Abel  opened  his  heart  to 
God;  Cain  wanted  the  imprint  of  God  upon  his 
heart  but  was  not  willing  to  open  his  heart  to 
him,  Abel  showed  a  sense  of  his  stewardship  of 
his  total  life;  he  gave  of  his  best.  Cain  did  not. 
Abel  found  God  as  he  worshiped,  while  Cain 
"thought"  he  had  found  God.  This  contrast  in 
worship  shows  us  that  Abel  reaped  a  rich  expe- 
rience as  a  result  of  seeking  God,  But  Cain  re- 
belled against  God's  desires,  and  suffered. 

From  this  ancient  worship  service  we  may  draw 
many  conclusions.  Among  these  being,  that  God 
instituted  worship  of  Himself,  He  taught  man  to 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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SNTERESTING  ITEMS 
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COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


holder  is  a  special  stone  of  historical  interest  to  Breth- 
ren. A  stone  from  the  foundation  of  one  of  the  very 
early  churches,  the  Klein  Meeting  House,  located  twenty 
miles  from  Germantown,  and  just  outside  the  town  of 
Vernfield,  Penna.,  has  been  affixed  to  the  underside  of 
the  holder.  This  Klein  church  was  one  of  the  very  first, 
if  not  the  first,  founded  by  Peter  Becker,  the  leader  of 
the  first  emigrants  from  the  mother  Church  in  Germany 
in  1719. 

The  Park  Street  Church  topped  its  Furnace  Fund  Goal 
of  $3,000  with  a  total  offering  of  $3278. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETH- 
REN. Revival  Services  have  been  in  progress  at  the 
Garber  Memorial  church.  These  began  October  7th  and 
will  conclude  on  the  21st.  Brother  Cecil  Johnson,  of  Man- 
teca,  California,  is  the  Evangelist. 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  Definite  gains  are  being  made  at 
Newark,  as  Brother  W.  S.  Crick  notes  a  record  Rally  Day 
attendance  of  41,  which  was  7  more  than  the  largest  at- 
tendance in  two   and  one  half  years. 

The  Newark  bulletins  notes  that  this  new  mission 
church  now  has   over  $3000  in  their  Building  Fund. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Brother  William  Anderson 
reports  "300  present  for  entire  program"  (Sunday 
School   and    Rally   Day   Program)    on   September   30th. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Brother  E.  M.  Riddle  was  the  Rally 
Day   and   Homecoming   speaker  at  the   Bryan  church  on 

October  14th. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Henry 
Bates  notes  that  even  though  the  erection  of  their  Edu- 
cational Annex  was  held  up  waiting  a  supply  of  bricks, 
they  hoped  to  be  able  to  move  into  the  building  at  the 
beginning  of  1957. 

William  Boyer  was  the  guest  speaker  in  the  North 
Manchester  church  on  October  7th. 

ELKHART,  INDIANA.  Two  new  members  were  re- 
ceived by  baptism  the  evening  of  September  23rd. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  The  Flora  church  was  host  to  the 
W.  M.  S.  District  Rally  on  October  11th. 

WARSAW,    INDIANA,  DUTCHTOWN    BRETHREN. 

Brother  J.   D.   Hamel  was  the  speaker  at  the  afternoon 

Homecoming  services  of  the  Dutchtown  Brethren  on 
October  14th. 

SPECIAL:  Brother  C.  Y.  Gilmer  writes  as  follows: 
"Dr.  Joseph  Shultz  is  to  hold  Sunday  School  Institutes 
and  Work  Shops  in  the  churches  of  the  Northern  Cali- 
fornia Disti'ict,  October  29th  through  November  4th,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Northern  California  District  Con- 
ference, and  the  National  Sunday  School  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church."  (Brother  Gilmer  adds  that  Brother 
Shultz,  while  he  was  serving  as  Field  Representative 
of  the  NSSB  was  unable  to  effect  a  time  when  he  could 
render  this  service  to  the  Northern  California  District, 
but  that  he  reserved  some  time  from  his  present  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  pastorate  to  perform  this  service  to  the  Cali- 
fornia churches.) 


PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  Week  End  Bible  Confereni 
— October  26-28;  Friday  and  Saturday  evenings,  7:3 1 
Sunday,  10:30  and  7:00— Speaker,  Rev.  Don  J.  Kenyo  i 
Instructor  in  Greek  and  Bible,  Ft.  Wayne,  Bible  Colleg  j 
Rev.  William  H.  Anderson,  Pastor.  I 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  Park  Street  Brethren.  Evangelisi 
Meeting — November  12-18 — Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  Evang 
list;  Rev.  Clarence  Fairbanks,  Pastor. 

NEW  PARIS,  INDIANA.  Special  Services— Octobl 
28th  through  November  4th — Dr.  John  F.  Locke,  Speake 
Dr.  E.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor. 

HOWE,  INDIANA.  Brighton  Chapel  Brethren.  HoiEi 
coming  Day — October  28th — Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose,  Past(J 
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ATTENTION:  OHIO  BRETHREN 

We  have  received  word  that  Linwood  Park,  Vermilli<( 
Ohio,  will  be  available  for  our  use  for  the  1957  Distrl 
Conference.  The  dates  are  July  11-14,  1957.  Robert  K^ 
linger,  1234  23rd  St.,  N.  W.,  Canton  9,  Ohio,  will  agjj 
be  handling  the  housing  arrangements.  We  will,  atii 
later  date,  give  you  more  details  about  securing  roor 
etc. 

W.  S.  Benshoff,  Moderator 


We  would  like  to  remind  all  Ohio  District  Brethren  i 
the  request  of  the  District  Camp  Site  Committee  for  i 
Churches  of  the  District  to  make  some  expression  asi 
whether  or  not  they  would  favor  the  purchase  and  i 
velopment  of  a  District  Camp  site  of  their  own.  Detfi 
on  this  appeared  recently  in  The  Evangelist,  and  in  i 
letter  mailed  to  all  Ohio  churches.  Your  prompt  rej 
to  Robert  L.  Hoffman,  Smithville,  Ohio,  will  enable 
Camp  Site  Committee  to  know  the  mind  of  the  Churfl. 
Ohio  District  Camp  Site  Committee! 
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PASTOR  NEEDED 


Due  to  the  sudden  serious  illness  of  Rev.  E.  J.  Bliii, 
he   was  compelled   to  resign    as    pastor    of    the    Mm 
church.  If  the  Lord  speaks  to  some  Brethren  Ministei 
be  our  pastor,  please  write  to: 

Mrs.  Rosa  Richey, 
1321  East  First  St 
Muncie,    Indiana 


FULL  TIME  PASTOR  DESIRED 

We  would  like  to  hear  from  a  Brethren  Minister  '  o 
would  be  interested  in  a  full  time  pastorate  at  U(  ll. 
Address : 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Spreng,  Church  Secretar 

Udell,  Iowa. 
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MISSIONARY     DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY   BOARD   OF  THE   BRETHREN  CHURCH 
530    College    Ave.,    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone    39582 


Contributing   Editors:    W.    CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE.   Gen.   Scc'y. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER,   Adm.    Assistant 


THANKSGIVING  LITERATURE 

will  be  sent  to  pastors  or  church  secretaries  about  No- 
vember 1.  If  you  want  the  number  of  bulletins,  envelopes 
or  other  matei-ials  changed,  please  write  to  the  Mission- 
ary Board  office  to  that  effect  before   November   1. 


OUR  NEW  QUARTERS 

The  offices  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church  are  now  located  at  530  College  Avenue,  Ashland, 
Ohio  (next  door  to  the  previous  location).  These  new 
quarters  are  far  more  adequate  to  our  needs,  containing 
space  for  files,  mimeograph,  literature  and  supplies. 
There  will  also  be  more  room  for  board  meetings,  con- 
ferences with    missionary   candidates,    etc. 

Visitors  are  welcome  to  come  in  and  inspect  our  new 
headquarters.  Don't  forget — 530  College  Avenue! 

Incidentally — 
while  we  are  in  the  business  of  giving  reminders,  note 
the  following:  All  funds  and  offerings  for  foreign  mis- 
sions, home  missions.  Ten  Dollar  Club,  Lost  Creek, 
Thanksgiving  and  Easter  offerings  should  be  sent  to.  this 
office — 530    College    Avenue,    Ashland,    Ohio. 

Checks  for  all  of  these  should  be  made  to  the  Mission- 
ary Board  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

OUR   GOAL:  Two   Thousand  Ten   Dollar   Club  Members 


BETWEEN  TIMES 

Many  people  have  discovered  that  by  using  "between 
times"  to  good  advantage,  one  may  profit  tremendously; 
for  example,  if  you  spend  your  time  wisely  while  wait- 
ing for  a  train,  in  a  doctor's  office,  or  in  some  other 
unoccupied  period,  you  may  reap  a  great  return  over  a 
length  of  time.  Entire  courses  of  study  have  been  cov- 
ered, foreign  languages  learned  and  other  goals  of  learn- 
ing reached  by  utilizing  such  intervals  which  might 
otherwise  be  simply  "between  times." 

Our  Board  is  faced  with  a  somewhat  similar  situation. 
Between  General  Conference  time  and  Thanksgiving,  very 
few  offerings  are  sent  in  for  missions,  partly  because 
jchurches  send  these  offerings  following  Thanksgiving 
land  Easter  only.  (Some  churches,  however,  give  quar- 
jterly,  on  the  budget!  plan.) 

I  Our  work,  naturally,  must/  go  on  twelve  months  of  the 
year,  regardless  of  this  lean  period.  We  must  continue  to 
iPay  salaries  to  missionaries  and  to  home  mission  pastors. 
I  We  keep  on  promoting,  trying  to  build  churches  and  give 
iaid  to  missionary  candidates.   In    brief,   from  September 

1  to  December  1,  or  about  such  time,  our  program  goes 
ton,  but  our  income  practically  stops;  consequently,  these 

become  pretty  lean  days;   we  sometimes  actually  scrape 

the  bottom  of  the  barrel. 
Right  now,  with  the  great  building  program  going  on 

at  Lost   Creek,  a   new  home   mission   work  in  operation 


at  Sarasota,  and  other  new  activities — all  things  yoa 
want  to  see  accomplished — we  are  at  the  bottom  of  the 
barrel,  and  even  below.  To  be  quite  frank — we  do  need 
money  before  Thanksgiving  offerings  begin  coming  in. 

Pastors,  church  treasurers,  members  (anyone  who  holds 
the  purse  strings),  if  you  have  mission  funds  in  your 
church  treasury,  don't  hold  them  for  a  more  propitious 
time!  There  is  no  more  propitious  time!  We  need  them 
now! 

We  are  not  wasting  mission  funds;  we  are  using  them 
— as  you  have  asked  that  they  be  spent — but  ten  dollars 
or  twenty  will  not  go  the  distance  they  would  twenty 
years  ago.  Expenses  have  kept  up  with  the  march  of 
time,  but  our  giving  hasn't  always  kept  up  the  pace. 
Let's  gear  our  giving  to  the  new  super-highway-travel- 
ing standard,  and  let's  do  it  now  and  use  this  "between 
time." 


NEW  TEN  DOLLAR  CLUB  MEMBERSHIPS 

are  beginning  to  come  in  as  a  result  of  our  renewed 
effort.  The  question  has  been  asked  concerning  the  first 
payment  to  be  made  by  these  members.  This  explanation 
seems  to  be  in  order: 

New  members  are  urged  to  send  in  their  ten  dollars 
(or  more  if  they  wish)  when  they  indicate  willingness 
to  join.  It  is  not  necessary  to  wait  for  a  notice  to  be 
sent;  in  fact,  it  will  be  a  great  help  to  the  Missionary 
Board  office  if  new  members  will  respond  with  imme- 
diate payment,  not  waiting  for  an  individual  letter  or 
notice.  Notices  were  sent  out  to  members  this  past  sum- 
mer and  new  members  come  under  that  notice. 

New  Members,  simply  send  in  your  ten  dollars  (or 
more)  to  indicate  your  willingness  to  join;  then  notices 
will  be  sent  you  individually  when  the  next  call  is  made. 
—The  Ten  Dollar  Club  Committee. 


SPEAKING  OF  ORCHIDS— 

We  weren't,  really,  but  we  are  now.  A  huge  bouquet  of 
these  fabulous  flora  should  be  pi'esented  to  Reverend 
F.  C.  Vanator  for  his  excellent  service  in  helping  to 
organize  and  promote  the  Brethren  Church  at  Sarasota. 

In  line  for  special  commendation  also  are  Mrs.  Van- 
ator, the  Mohlers,  Reverend  Lemert  and  many  others  who 
gave  so  generously  of  their  time  and  efforts  to  make 
this  dream  of  a  Brethren  Church  become  a  reality.  In 
fact,  all  of  the  Brethren  at  Sarasota — both  the  visitors 
and  permanent  residents  have  done  a  remarkably  fine 
job  of  supporting  this  new  church. 

On  September  13  the  Lichtenberger  family  arrived  in 
Sarasota  to  begin  a  full-time  program  of  pastoral  activ- 
ity. We  will  all  be  looking  for  encouraging  reports  and 
signs  of  a  growing  church.  Our  best  wishes,  Brethren  at 
Sarasota,  and  FULL  SPEED  AHEAD! 


PAGE  EIGHT 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


WE  WORSHIP  TOGETHER 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

worship  Him  in  the  early  days  of  the  history  of 
mankind.  The  Old  Testament  is  full  of  this  testi- 
mony. 

Furthermore,  God  deserves  our  gratitude 
through  worship.  "For  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  sent  his  Only  Son  ..."  Is  there  any 
other  to  whom  we  should  show  so  much  allegi- 
ance and  appreciation?  No. 

Next,  God  expects  us  to  worship  Him.  "Thou 
shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me,"  He  says. 
"Nothing  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  (wor- 
ship) of  God."  If  we  truly  love  Him  we  will  want 
to  humbly,  graciously,  show  our  appreciation  to 
Him  through  worship. 

Moreover,  there  are  many  who  have  never 
progressed  beyond  the  concept  of  Cain  in  the 
matter  of  worshiping  God.  For  some,  the  mere 
attendance  at  a  worship  service  is  "worship."  For 
others,  the  matter  of  attendance  at  a  worship 
service  is  not  important.  And  not  only  this  but, 
some  come  to  worship  with  the  notion  of  "twist- 
ing God's  arm"  for  some  personal  gain. 

To  fully  gain  the  best  from  the  worship  ser- 
vice we  must  therefore,  give  our  best  to  the  wor- 
ship of  God.  In  this  way,  worship  is  a  paradox; 
it  is  giving  and  receiving.  But  this  requires  one 
to  have  a  proper  preparation  and  understanding 
of  worship.  One  must  first  of  all  have  the  desire 
to  find  God  through  worship.  He  must  be  ready 
to  receive  communication  from  Him. 

The  finality,  the  objective  of  all  worship  of 
God  is  to  find  Him  and  communicate  with  Him. 
When  one's  heart  is  properly  turned  God-ward 
he  need  not  be  concerned  about  the  transgression 
of  self-centeredness.  Rather,  one  will  have  a  sim- 
ilar experience  of  Isaiah.  "...  I  saw  the  Lord 


sitting  upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  andjl 
his  train  filled  the  temple  .  .  .  Woe  is  me!  I  am  J 
undone;  because  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips;  for] 
mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hosts. 
.  .  .  and  having  a  live  coal  in  his  hand  .  .  .  hei 
laid  it  upon  my  mouth  and  said,  Thine  iniquity  is  | 
taken  away,  and  thy  sin  purged."  Isaiah  6:1,  5-7.] 

One  of  a  Christian's  precious  experiences  is  the' 
refreshing  feeling   of  having   worshiped  and  to' 
come  from  the  presence  of  a  church  sanctuary 
having  seen  and  talked  with  God! 

But  one  ordinarily  does  not  attend  a  worship 
service  and  fully  communicate  with  God  without 
first  having  some  form  of  preparation. 

The  primary  preparation  will  be  in  the  formj 
of  a  determination  to  seek  God.  If  one  does  not 
find  God  in  worship  then  he  is  not  really  seek- 
ing Him!  God  may  be  found  when  a  would-bej 
worshiper  has  prepared  himself  to  this  end.  Luke 
11:9  assures  us  with  the  words,  "...  seek  and. 
ye  shall  find." 

Then  too,  a  spirit  of  expectancy  is  important! 
in  the  preparation  for  public  or  common  worship.] 
Each  worshiper  should  be  a  spiritual  well  driller, 
He  should  drill  deep  and  expect  to  find  the  riches I^ 
of  God   poured   into   his   soul   through   worship 
But  a  spirit  of  expectancy  necessitates  an  activ 
mind.    For   God   cannot   be   physically   felt,    but 
spiritually  discerned.  This  requires  that  the  mind 
of  the  worshiper  be  active  and  alert!   (And  al 
though  a  young  man  did  sink  in    a    sleep,    fal] 
from  a  window  and  was  taken  up  for  dead  whiklj 
St.  Paul  was  conducting  a  worship  service,  this 
incident  may  be   an  exception   rather  than  th^i 
rule!  Cf.  Acts  20:9) 

Private  worship  of  God  induces  good  publi(i 
worship.  The  good  habits  of  daily  devotions  de-j 
velops  healthy  habits  for  public  worship  of  God! 
Daily  private  worship  builds  a  pattern  which  is 
highly  practical  for  public  worship.  This  patten 
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helps  the  worshiper  meet  God  "naturally."  The 
Ipowers  of  concentration,  imagination,  and  other 
spiritual  powers  are  trained  through  daily  devo- 
tions. 

INDIVIDUAL  WORSHIP  vs.  GROUP  WORSHIP 

i 

!  Since  the  worship  of  God  is  a  transactive  af- 
fair between  God  and  man,  why  is  it  necessary 
jto  have  group  worship?  Briefly,  these  arguments 
itnay  be  proposed  for  the  common  worship  ser- 
vice. 

The  primary  argument  for  public  worship  is 
that  God  desires  that  we  assemble  together.  To 
istrengthen  this  argument,  the  Apostolic  Church 
practiced  common  worship.  Turn  to  Ephesians 
4:11-13  which  says,  "And  he  (Christ)  gave  some 
lapostles;  and  some  prophets  and  some  evange- 
lists; and  some  pastors  and  teachers;  for  the 
jperfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  min- 
jistry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ." 
[Now,  if  He  gave  pastors  and  teachers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  edifying  His  disciples  in  the  church 
{doesn't  it  follow  that  He  wants  us  to  use  them? 

Again,  turn  to  Hebrews  10:24,  25.  St.  Paul 
[tells  us  that  we  are  provoked  to  love  and  good 
Works  "through  the  assemblying  of  ourselves 
'together. "  The  Bible  very  plainly  asks  every 
jChristian  to  attend  common,  public  worship. 

I  From  a  psychological  and  sociological  point  of 
Mew,  religion  is  both  personal  and  social.  Chris- 
itians  need  each  other  in  worship  just  as  they  do 
in  other  phases  of  their  lives.  It  is  true  that  God 
isan  be  worshiped  anywhere  because  "God  is 
Spirit."  (not  "a"  Spirit!)  The  psychology  of  wor- 
ship tells  us  that  we  worship  better  when  we  are 


in  an  assembly  of  Christians.  (It  is  possible  how- 
ever, to  worship  anywhere  but  it  is  not  so  natural 
in  some  places  as  others.)  We  often  need  the 
warmth  and  vigor  of  the  Christian  assembly  in 
order  to  intensify  our  feelings  toward  God.  As 
Luther  has  said,  "At  home  in  my  own  house 
there's  no  warmth  or  vigor  in  me;  but  in  the 
church,  when  the  multitude  is  gathered  together, 
a  fire  is  kindled  in  my  heart,  and  it  breaks  its 
way  through."  Tlie  association  of  worshiper  with 
worshiper  in  an  assembly  kindles  the  emotions 
which  prompt  heightened  feeling  and  perception 
toward  God.  Miss  Bowman  best  expresses  this 
thought  when  she  says  that  "The  one  is  like  a 
musician  playing  his  own  instrument  in  solitude. 
The  other  is  like  a  full  orchestra  where  the  har- 
monies being  created  by  all  the  other  round  out 
the  music  of  one's  own  single  string." 

Worship  is  an  art  that  must  be  learned.  The 
use  of  the  natural  senses  of  wonder,  reverence, 
and  awe  need  to  be  directed  properly  in  order 
to  fully  appreciate  God,  in  order  to  properly  ap- 
proach Him,  and  then  to  appreciate  the  joy  of 
His  presence.  Greater  ease  and  freedom  in  wor- 
ship is  attained  when  one  develops  artistic  skill 
in  seeking  God,  He  is  more  apt  to  pass  by  trivial- 
ities and  come  directly  to  the  throne  of  God.  And 
God  will  be  more  able  to  reveal  Himself  fully  to 
the  worshiper.  Minor  distractions  and  annoyances 
which  may  appear  in  the  worship  service  will  be 
inconsequential  when  the  art  of  worship  is  prop- 
erly cultivated.  But  the  best  way  to  learn  to  wor- 
ship is  to  worship.  It  is  like  any  other  art;  it  is 
best  learned  through  practice. 

Lanark,  Illinois. 
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Spiritual  flDebitations 


Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 


tes: 


"SONGS  IN  THE  NIGHT" 

"Let  them  offer  sacrifices  of  thanksgiving,  and  tell  of 
lis  deeds  in  songs  of  joy!"  Psalm  107:22. 

TT  IS  EASY  to  be  grateful  for  particular  blessings.  But 
the  fullest  enjoyment  of  the  particular  blessings  can- 
lot  be  had  until  one  has  learned  to  be  grateful  when 
;here  seem  to  be  no  blessings.  Only  when  one  can  I'e- 
ioice  in  the  face  of  adversity  can  one  feel  that  one's 
faith  is   deeply  rooted.   The   poet  has  put    it    like    this: 


"It   is   easy   enough   to   be   happy 
When  life  flows  along  like  a  song; 

But   the  man   worth   while 
Is  the  man  with  a  smile, 

When  everything  goes  dead  wrong." 

In  the  cause  of  her  Lord,  a  wealthy  woman  made  a  long 
journey.  This  necessitated  her  leaving  her  home  with  all 
its  comforts,  and  to  be  separated  from  the  associations 
of  her  personal  friends,  and  to  go  to  many  cities,  some 
of  them  small  and  with  poor  traveler's  accommodations. 

A  friend  asked  her  how  her  trip  was  going,  perhaps 
expecting  her  to  make  some  complaint. 

"One   can   always   rejoice,"   she   replied. 

With  assurance  in  the  knowledge  that  God  is  good,  one 
can  rest  in  the  confidence  that  by  faith  and  work  we  can 
drive  the  clouds  away  and  prove  God's  goodness  in  our 
own  experience. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELISTi 


Young  Men's  and  Boys' 
Brotherhood  Program 

Percy  C.  Miller — Topic  Editor 
Month  of  November 

Topic— "COMMANDMENTS" 

1.  THE   NEW    COMMANDMENT— John    13:31-35. 

Isn't  it  strange  that  almost  as  Judas  closed  the  door 
which  separated  him  forever  from  Jesus — Jesus  knovi^ing 
so  well  what  was  in  Judas'  mind — gave  His  disciples  this 
great  new  commandment!  And  yet  it  is  not  so  strange. 
If  ever  in  their  lives  they  had  been  called  upon  to  do  the 
almost  impossible,  certainly  they  would  be  in  the  next 
few  hours.  It  would  test  them  severely  to  stand  by  and 
see  Judas  betray  their  beloved  Master.  He  was  prepar- 
ing them  to  meet  this  and  many  such  future  situations. 
We  meet  them  ourselves,  every  day.  Can  we  stand  the 
pressure  of  Satan  encouraging  us  to  hate  when  we  should 
show  love  to  others  ?  Jesus  said  when  we  love  one  an- 
other  then   we  are   identified   as   one  of  His   disciples. 

2.  STUDY  OF  LAW  ASKED— Deuteronomy  11:18-25. 

One  wonders  after  reading  a  Scripture  like  this,  how 
the  Israelite  people  could  ever  have  wandered  so  far 
away  from  God.  How  could  they  have  forgotten  His  won- 
derful promises  to  do  so  much  for  them  if  they  would 
only  keep  His  commandments.  He  had  promised  them 
everything  that  a  nation  could  want  or  that  each  one  as 
individuals  could  desire.  Yet  they  forgot  so  quickly.  As 
individuals,  God  has  promised  us  so  much  more  even  than 
the  Jews,  and  yet  we  do  not  keep  His  commandments. 
Can  you  imagine  what  blessings  God  would  shower  down 
upon  His  people  if  they  would  follow  His  rules! 

3.  TEACHING  THE  LAW— Ezra  7:1-10 

In  the  tenth  verse  of  this  chapter  is  a  lesson  we  all 
need  to  learn  ourselves.  Ezra  was  determined  to  seek 
God's  law,  to  do  it  and  to  teach  it.  He  had  "prepared 
his  heart"  for  this  task.  When  we  see  the  many  faithful 
Bible-school  teachers  serving  in  churches  all  over  the 
land,  we  know  there  are  those  today  who  have  set  their 
hearts  to  do  the  same  work.  However,  there  are  many 
who  feel  incapable  of  standing  before  a  class  to  teach. 
What  they  do  not  realize  is  the  fact  that  they  are  teach- 
ing, nevertheless,  Ezra  taught  God's  word  by  mouth,  but 
with  no  more  force  and  effectiveness  than  he  taught  it 
by  his  very  life.  We  teach  both  by  life  and  word. 

4.  DELIGHT  IN  THE  LAW— Psalm  119:73-80. 

It  is  possible  that  just  because  a  song  is  sung  by  chil- 
dren we  may  be  missing  a  great  lesson  it  has  for  us.  Let 


us  read  and  consider  what  this  children's  song  can  teacii 
an  adult. 

"I   washed  my  hands  this  morning, 

0  very  clean  and  white. 
And  lent  them  both  to  Jesus 

To  work  for  Him  till  night, 
I  told  my  ears  to  listen, 

Quite  closely  all  day  through 
For  any  act  of  kindness 

Such  little  hands  can  do. 
My  eyes  are  set  to  watch  them, 

About  their  work  or  play, 
To  keep  them  out  of  mischief 

For  Jesus'  sake  all  day." 

This  same  watchfulness  and  delight  in  keeping  thi 
law  of  the  Lord  would  surely  give  rich  blessing  to  u, 
and  joy  to  the  heart  of  our  God. 

5.     LAW  OF  THE  LORD— Psalm  19:7-14. 

Perfect  and  sure  is  our  Lord's  law 

Makes  wise  the  simple,  converts  the  soul, 

Its  commandments  are  always  pure 

Its  statutes  are  truly  whole. 

The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean,  and  forever. 

His  commandments   enlighten  the  eyes 
His    judgments    are    righteous   altogether. 
The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  wise. 
More  to  be  desired  than  much  fine  gold, 
Sweeter  also  than  the  honeycomb. 

In  the   keeping  of  them   there   is   great   reward 

For  then  will  heaven  be  our  home. 

Keep  me  Lord  from  presumptuous   sins 

Sincere  may  my  words  and  actions  be 

I  want  ever  to  be  pleasing  in  thy  sight 

Oh,  Lord,  may  I  serve  you  faithfully. 

How  About 

I 

Your  Offerings?       | 

THE  EDUCATIONAL  DAY  OFFERING     | 

Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  poij 
sible,  note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurer' 
also  please  note:  i 

Make  checks  payable  to  Ashland  College,  and  send  | 
Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  mark  on  Envelop 
"Educational   Day  Offering."  i 


Support  Ashland   Collese  and   Seminary 

with  your  liberal  giving  this  montr 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch.  Youth  Director 

PRAYERFUL  THOUGHTS 

Pause  here  for  a  moment 

"NATION  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation, 
neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more."  (Isaiah  2:4) 
This  verse  of  Scripture  was  the  golden  text  in  the  UP- 
PER ROOM  devotional  booklet  for  Wednesday,  October 
10,  the  day  of  this  writing.  We  are  longing  for  the  time 
when  this  prophecy  shall  be  fulfilled.  The  wars,  strifes 
and  bickerings  throughout  the  world,  and  especially  around 
the  Suez  Canal,  cause  us  pain  of  heart  and  often  times 
fear.  We  don't  like  the  world's  condition,  but  what  ap- 
proach  have  we    taken   toward   the   whole   problem? 

What  kind  of  prayers  are  coming  from  our  lips  these 
days?  For  your  thinking,  I  submit  this  one  given  by  the 
UPPER  ROOM: 

Father,  help  us  to  believe  that  the  day  shall  come 
when  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.  May  our  lives  this 
day  help  in  some  small  way  to  hasten  the  coming  of 
Thy  Kingdom.  In  Christ's  name  we  pray.  Amen. 

Here  is  the  Thought  for  the  Day : 

To  bear  witness  to  Christ,  Christians  must  first  re- 
ceive the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

1      Brethren,    the    challenge   of    this    prayer    and     thought 
should  cause  us  to  think  more  seriously  about  the  work 
I  God  has  laid  before-  us  each  day.  Read  the  prayer  again, 
j  THINK! 

j  PROFITABLE  ENJOYMENT 

I  coordinating  planning  committee 

'  Although  you  may  know  of  some  committee  meetings 
'  that  are  quite  boring,  this  was  certainly  not  the  case 
j  when  the  Coordinating  Planning  Committee  of  the  Breth- 
j  ren  Church  met  Friday  and  Saturday,  October  5th  and  6th. 
j  I  count  it  a  challenging  privilege  to  serve  as  a  member 
:  of  this  group  for  the  coming  year.  The  steps  that  were 
j  taken  were  forward  steps  and  the  representatives  at- 
'  tempted  to  cast  their  vision  beyond  the  present  horizons. 
This  experience  was  most  enjoyable,  but  it  was  a 
I  profitable  enjoyment.  Watch  for  the  committee's  work 
and  reports  in  the  future. 


CAMPUS  ACTIVITIES 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE  CLASSES  AND  ACTIVITIES 
ARE  IN  FULL  SWING  this  time  of  year  and  a  report 
is  overdue: 

—HOMECOMING  AT  A.  C.  IS  OCTOBER  20th.  We're 
getting  excited  about  the  big  weekend  and  its  play,  floats, 
crowning  of  the  queen,  and  football  game  with  Findlay. 
The  identity  of  the  queen  has  not  yet  been  announced, 
but  we'll  let  you  know  as  soon  as  the  secret  is  out.  Come 
to  Ashland  for  Homecoming  yourself. 

—CAMPUS  CRUSADERS  is  the  new  name  adopted 
by  the  Sunday  Evening  group  of  college  students  who 
meet  at  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  for  their  devotional 
gatherings. 

—A  COLLEGE  SUPPER  was  held  for  all  A,  C.  stu- 
dents who  attend  the  Park  Street  Church  on  October 
10th.  Food  was  furnished  by  the  church  members  and  the 
students  were  guests  for  the  supper  and  the  program, 

SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICE 

CHARLES  "CHUCK"  HUFF,  office  secretary  for 
Brethren  Youth,  is  conducting  a  detailed  examination  of 
the  subscription  files  for  the  BRETHREN  YOUTH 
MAGAZINE  (this  is  in  addition  to  some  other  examina- 
tions he  has  frequently  from  Dean  Delbert  Flora  and 
associates).  Several  of  the  magazine  subscriptions  are 
overdue  this  fall,  so  you  will  be  receiving  a  card  of  such 
expiration.  PLEASE  HELP  US  by  sending  your  renewal 
fee  of  $1.00  back  immediately,  so  that  a  second  notice 
will  not  be  necessary.  Don't  miss  the  next  issue — renew 
now! 

T.Y.D.T.W.A.S. 

THESE  CRAZY  INITIALS  mean  that  The  Youth  Di- 
rector Travels  West  And  South.  The  western  trip  will  be 
with  Rev.  Clayton  Berkshire  to  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  for 
the  Mid-West  District  Conference.  They  have  graciously 
given  time  to  present  the  work  of  our  Boards.  The  fel- 
lowship promises  to  be  fruitful  as  we  strive  to  strengthen 
Brethx-en  Youth  in  every  district. 

The  southern  jaunt  will  be  to  the  Hillcrest  Brethren 
Church,  Dayton,  Ohio  on  October  21.  Conducting  both 
services  will  provide  an  opportunity  to  speak  concerning 
Brethren  Youth  and  also  show  slide  pictures  of  a  Euro- 
pean Work  Camp.  I'm  also  looking  forward  to  an  op- 
portunity to  meet  with  the  young  people  there  and  talk 
about  their  part  in  the  Miami  Valley  Brethren  Youth 
work. 


SPECIAL    NOTICE 

For 

SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  WORKSHOP 
for  adults  and  young  people 

NOVEMBER  10  MT.  OLIVE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

3:00  P.  M. 
SAVE  THIS  DATE 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST! 


Vrayer  Ifleeting 
Studies 


"WHILE  IT  IS  CALLED  'TODAY'" 

"WHAT  TIME  IS  THE  ACCEPTABLE  TIME  to  God 
for  a  sinner  to  be  saved  (Heb.  3:7-15)?"  "When  is  the 
day  of  salvation  (2  Cor.  6:2)?"  We  own  no  life  that  we 
can  call  our  own.  We  have  no  right  to  withhold  a  day 
from  God.  "Killing  time  is  not  murder — it  is  suicide." 
God  says,  "Today,"  but  Satan  tells  us,  "Tomorrow" 
(Prov.  27:1).  Beyond  the  very  present  we  have  no  as- 
surance of  continued  life  on  earth  (James  4:13,  14). 
Death  is  certain,  and  then  comes  judgment  for  the  sin- 
ner (Heb.  9:27). 

"There's  time  enough  yet!  there's  time  enough  yet!" 

(Is  the  song  of  youth  today.) 
For  I  want  my  life,  which  is  scarce  begun. 

To  be  glad  and  free  and  gay; 
Let  me  taste  awhile  of  the  joys  of  earth, 

Of  its  pleasures  first  pai'take, 
When  I've  older  grown  I  will  seek  the  Lord, 

And  the  paths  of  sin  forsake. 

"There's  time  enough  yet!  there's  time  enough  yet!" 

'Tis  the  tempter's  subtle  snare; 
'Tis  the  rock  on  which  many  lives  are  wrecked, 

Going  down  in  dark  despair. 
There  is  time   for  pleasure   and  time  for  work. 

And  for  wealth  to  seek  and  hoard. 
But,  alas!  alas!  for  the  deathless  soul 

With  no  time  to  seek  the  Lord. 

Then  turn  to  the  Lord  while  'tis  called  today, 

Lest  this  be  thy  vain  regret, 
That,  "My  soul  is  lost,  and  my  life  is  wrecked 

On  the   rock  of  'time   enough   yet.' " 

The  most  serious  mistake  one  can  possibly  commit  is 
to  resist  Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit  (Acts  7:51).  If  not 
"Today,"  then  it  is  delay,  which  only  serves  to  harden 
the  heart  against  God  (Heb.  3:7,  8).  We  are  solemnly 
warned  to  be  ready  now  for  we  know  not  what  day  or 
what  hour  the  Lord  will  come  (Matt.  24:44).  We  could 
be  left  behind  to  go  through  the  great  tribulation  (1 
Thess.  4:17),  When  Jesus  comes  according  to  His  prom- 
ise for  His  own  (John  14:3).  God's  faithful  Word  also 
warns  us  that  death  is  a  certainty  (Psalm  103:14-16).  God 
warns  that  He  is  not  going  to  always  wait  on  us  to  de- 
cide for  Him  (Heb.  3:11).  There  is  a  limit,  and  rightly 
so,  to  the  patience  of  God  (Gen.  6:3a).  We  have  no  right 
to  go  on  in  unbelief  (John  3:18).  The  wrath  of  God 
abides  on  the  unbeliever  (John  3:36).  Not  to  love  the 
Savior  after  all  His  love  for  us  is  to  be  under  the  curse 
of  God  (1  Cor.  16:22).  "God  is  angry  with  the  wicked 
everyday"  (Psalm  7:11). 

Man  is  responsible  for  his  lost  condition  (John  5:40). 
If  he  laughingly  says  that  he  is  not  a  heathen,  he  thinks 


he  is  self-sufficient  (Rom.  10:1-3).  To  reject  Christ  is  tci 
"receive"  another  (John  5:43,  44). 

And  now,    you    that   are    saved, — what    are    you    doingi 
with  TODAY"  (Luke  19:13)  ? 

So    here     hath     been     dawning 

Another  blue  day: 
Think,  wilt  thou  let  it 

Slip  uselessly  away? 

Out  of  Eternity 

This  new  day  was  born; 
Into  Eternity, 

At  night,  will  return. 

Behold  it  aforetime 

No  eye  ever  did; 
So  soon  it  forever 

From  all  eyes  is  hid. 

— Thomas    Carlyle. 


|l  Studying  the  Wble  JCessoH  I 

William   H.  Anderson 

Lesson  for  October  28,  1956 

THE  LORD  IS  MY  SHEPHERD 

Lesson:  Psalm  23 

THERE  IS  SOMETHING  about  the  Psalms  of  David 
that  strikes  a  responsive  chord  in  the  hearts  of  ali 
men.  David  was  able  to  express  in  words  man's  heart-l 
hunger  for  God.  He  came  to  know  the  Lord  intimately; 
Thus  he  was  able  to  write  out  of  his  own  spiritual  expe-' 
rience. 

The  Shepherd  Psalm,  Psalm  23,  is  undoubtedly  th< 
best  known,  and  best-loved  of  all  Psalms — yea,  perhapii 
of  all  passages  in  Holy  Writ.  It  is  still  as  fresh,  vital 
and  meaningful  as  when  penned  by  the  shepherd  lad. 

THE  SHEPHERD  PROVIDES.  Three  times  thi; 
thought  is   presented. 

Verse  1 — "The  Lord  is  my  shepherd;  I  shall  not  want.'j 
Relationship  to  the  Lord  must  be  a  personal  matter  i 
David  was  not  concerned  about  other  shepherds,  or  othej) 
sheep.  He  knew  the  Lord;  he  had  fellowship  with  Him 
Therefore  he  could  say,  "my  shepherd."  With  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  Great  Shepherd  he  could  confident!: 
be  assured,  "I  shall  not  want."  How  precious  is  such  i 
relationship  with  God! 

Verse  5 — "Thou  preparest  a  table  before  me  .  .  .  Thoi 
anointest  my  head  with  oil  .  .  .  My  cup  runneth  over. 
Though  the  enemy  may  press  hard  upon  my  soul,  th 
Lord  will  provide  before  me  a  table  of  spiritual  bountj 
He  provides,  not  the  barest  necessities,  but  an  abundanc 
— ^superabundance — of  the  good  things  of  life  to  enjoy 
for  "my  cup  runneth  over." 

Verse  6 — "Surely  goodness  and  lovingkindness  shal 
follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life;  And  I  shall  dwell  i 
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the  house  of  Jehovah  for  ever"  (A.  S.  V.).  His  bountiful 
provision  extends  not  only  to  this  life,  but  to  the  life  to 
come.  When  I  shall  reach  the  end  of  life's  pilgrim  jour- 
ney on  earth,  I  shall  have  the  assurance  of  a  "mansion" 
which  the  Lord  hath  provided  for  His  own. 

THE  SHEPHERD  GUIDES.  This  is  the  theme  of 
verses  2-3.  He  leads  His  sheep  to  green  pastures;  He 
leads  besides  still  waters;  and  He  leads  into  paths  of 
righteousness.  What  more  could  be  desired  than  to  know 
there  is  One  who  will  lead  when  the  way  is  dark  and 
the   path  is   obscured. 

Something  more  is  suggested  here.  The  Shepherd  al- 
ways leads  by  going  before  the  sheep.  "And  when  he 
(the  shepherd)  putteth  forth  his  own  sheep,  he  goeth 
before  them,  and  the  sheep  follow  him"  (John  10:4).  He 
does  not  ask  us  to  travel  a  way  unknown  and  untried. 
Instead  He  walks  ahead.  He  makes  the  way  clear.  He 
seeks  out  the  hidden  danger.  Thus  we  can  walk  in  peace 
and  assurance  because  the  Shepherd  is  our  Guide. 

THE  SHEPHERD  GUARDS.  "Yea  though  I  walk 
[through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear 
no  evil:  for  Thou  art  with  me;  Thy  rod  and  Thy  staff 
pey  comfort  me."  No  fear!  Dangers  may  lurk  on  every 
[hiand,  but  I  need  not  fear. 

Rev.  H.  M.  Freligh  says:  "This  has  been  interpreted 
ks  referring  to  death,  and  it  may  be  so.  But  sometimes 
jife  is  more  dangerous  than  death.  Sometimes  it  takes 
nore  grace  to  live  than  to  die.  Sometimes  life  is  dark- 
ened while  death  is  illumined.  Whatever  the  circum- 
stance, this  verse  fits  either  case." 

j  Psalm  23  was  David's  Psalm.  Not  merely  because  he 
wrote  it,  but  because  it  was  his  experience.  Is  this  your 
psalm  by  experience  ? 

1  After  the  trial  of  his  soul.  Job  saith  to  God:  "I  have 
jieard  of  Thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear:  but  now  mine 
ye  seeth  Thee"  (42:5).  There  must  have  been  a  day 
vhen  David  also  saw  the  Lord.  A  day  when  he  entered 
nto  a  personal  experience  with  the  Almighty.  For  he 
';ould  say:    "The   Lord  is  my   Shepherd." 


Lesson   for  November   4,  1956 

WOUNDED  FOR  OUR  TRANSGRESSIONS 

Lesson:  Isaiah  53 

rHE  COMING  OF  GOD'S  Anointed  One,  the  Messiah, 
was  foretold  hundreds  of  years  before  His  birth, 
closes  spoke  of  the  day  when  God  would  "raise  up  unto 
hee  a  Prophet  from  the  midst  of  thee,  of  thy  brethren" 
Deut.  18:15).  David  wrote  prophetically  of  the  Messiah 
n  Psalms  22,  23,  and  24. 

It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  the  Prophet  Isaiah 
TOuld  also  foretell  the  coming  of  the  Servant  of  Jehovah. 
Indeed,  Isaiah  has  been  called  "The  Messianic  Prophet." 
|n  chapter  seven  he  speaks  of  the  Messiah  and  His  Birth; 
hapter  nine,  the  Messiah  and  His  Kingship;  and  chapter 
ifty-three,  the  Messiah  as  Servant.  It  is  this  latter  chap- 
er  which  we  wish  to  consider  at  this  time. 

BE   REJECTED    SERVANT— verses    1-3. 

The  Coming  One  had  already  been  proclaimed  by  Isaiah, 


but  few  believed  concerning  Him.  Isaiah  asked  his  people 
the  question:  "Who  hath  believed  our  report?" 

When  He  does  come,  Isaiah  says.  He  will  be  "de- 
spised and  rejected  of  men;  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  ac- 
quainted with  grief."  How  is  it,  we  ask  today,  that  men 
could  so  callously  reject  the  Saviour?  But  they  did!  At 
His  birth  Christ  was  rejected.  And  during  His  earthly 
ministry  people  rejected  Him.  The  crowds  were  willing 
to  eat  the  bread  which  He  provided.  They  watched  vdth 
delight  the  mighty  miracles  He  wrought.  But  when  He 
challenged  them  to  accept  His  teachings  and  follow  Him 
— they  refused! 

The  tragedy  is  not  that  men  rejected  Jesus  Christ 
thousands  of  years  ago.  The  tragic  fact  is  that  men  and 
women  still  reject  the  Saviour  TODAY! 

THE  SUFFERING  SERVANT— verses  4-9. 

This  rejection  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  on  the  part 
of  the  Jewish  Nation  constituted  only  a  minor  part  of 
His  sufferings.  For  He  became  our  Burdenbearer.  "Sure- 
ly He  hath  borne  our  griefs,' and  carried  our  sorrows  .  .  . 
He  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions  .  .  .  and  the  Lord 
hath  laid  on  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all." 

Why  did  He  have  to  suffer  and  die?  For  MY  sin!  Hora- 
tius  Bonar  expressed  his  personal  responsibility  in  these 
words : 

'Twas  I  that  shed  the  sacred  blood, 

I  nailed  Him  to  the  tree, 

I  crucified  the  Christ  of  God, 

I  joined  the  mockery. 

Around  the  cross  the  throng  I  see 
Mocking    the    Sufferer's    groan; 
Yet  still  my  voice  it  seems  to  be 
As  if  I  mocked  alone. 

THE  TRIUMPHANT    SERVANT— verses    10-12. 

Thus  Isaiah  portrays  to  us  this  picture  of  Christ  as  the 
Suffering  Servant  for  mankind.  He  does  not  leave  us 
here,  though.  He  goes  on  to  speak  of  the  Triumph  of 
the  Servant. 

Having  died  for  the  sins  of  His  people,  "He  shall  see 
His  seed."  A  redeemed  people  will  be  His  heirs!  And 
then — "the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  shall  prosper  in  His 
hand."  Yes,  God  was  well  pleased  with  His  Son  because 
Christ  had  fulfilled  the  plan  of  redemption  for  all  man- 
kind. 

Because  of  this  obedience,  "even  unto  death,"  God  ex- 
alted His  Son — "Therefore  will  I  divide  Him  a  portion 
with  the  great." 

"God's  goodness  hath  been  great  to  thee. 
Let  never  day  nor  night  unhallow'd  pass. 
But  still  remember  what  the  Lord  hath  done." 

— Shakespeare,  II  Henry  VI,  ii — . 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST! 


Sunday  School  Suggestions 

The    Sunday    School   Board   of 
The  Brethren  Church 

by     Jerry  Flora 


WHAT  MAKES  A  GOOD  TEACHER? 

WHAT  SEPARATES  a  good  teacher  from  an  average 
teacher?  Is  it  ability?  Is  it  training?  Is  it  expe- 
rience? Or  is  it  the  amount  of  work  each  puts  forth? 
Study  the  points  below  and  see  if  you  rank  as  a  good 
teacher. 

1.  A  good  teacher  worships.  He  (or  she)  attends  at 
least  one  worship  service  every  Sunday.  He  makes  the 
worship  period  of  his  department  in  the  Sunday  school 
one  of  real  inspiration  for  himself;  he  so  conducts  him- 
self that  all  the  pupils  may  follow  his  example.  He  prac- 
tices daily  personal  worship. 

2.  A  good  teacher  prepares  the  lesson.  He  devotes  at 
least  two  hours  weekly  to  lesson  preparation,  getting  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  content  for  himself.  In  the 
light  of  his  individual  pupils,  he  makes  a  written  teach- 
ing plan  to  meet  their  greatest  needs. 

3.  A  good  teacher  cooperates.  He  serves  on  committees 
faithfully  when  the  opportunity  offers,  and  he  attends 
all  meetings  of  the  Sunday  school  teachers  and  officers. 
He  makes  constructive  suggestions  to  the  officers  when 
he  can  and  asks  for  their  advice  in  his  problems. 

4.  A  good  teacher  keeps  records.  He  regularly  takes  the 
record  asked  for  by  the  Sunday  school,  especially  regard- 
ing new  and  absent  pupils.  He  keeps  personal  information 
about  his  pupils,  such  as  addresses,  telephone  numbers, 
birthdays,  and  such  infoi-mation  about  their  work  as  will 
give   him   an   accurate    picture    of   each   individual. 

5.  A  good  teacher  fellowships.  He  is  a  real  friend  to 
his  pupils,  greeting  them  on  the  street,  playing  with  them, 
when  opportunity  offers,  visiting  them  when  sick,  and 
taking  a  vital  interest  in  all  their  affairs.  He  visits  the 
homes  of  his  pupils  at  least  twice  a  year.  He  calls  on  the 
telephone,  sends  a  card,  or  makes  a  personal  visit  each 
time  a  pupil  is  absent. 

6.  A  good  teacher  attends  faithfully.  He  is  always  pres- 
ent at  least  ten  minutes  before  Sunday  school  is  scheduled 
to  begin.  He  is  present  at  least  seven  Sundays  out  of 
eight;  and  when  forced  to  be  absent,  he  notifies  the  de- 
partment superintendent  not  later  than  Friday  noon. 

7.  A  good  teacher  sets  a  good  example.  He  makes  a 
genuine  effort  to  live  the  truths  that  he  teaches.  He  does 
not  gloss  over  the  highest  implications  which  the  lesson 
may  have.  He  frankly  admits  his  shortcomings  where  the 
ideal  is   higher  than  his   practice. 

8.  A  good  teacher  prepares  himself.  He  reads  regularly 
at  least  one  good  magazine  on  Sunday  school  and  church 
work.  He  reads  annually  at  least  two  good  books  on 
Christian  religious  education.  He  completes  one  or  more 
teacher-training  courses  each  year. 

What  is  it  that  separates  a  good  teacher  from  an  aver- 
age teacher?  In  three  times  out  of  four  it's  work — per- 
sistence, to  be  exact.  The  good  teacher  is  no  genius,  but 
he  is  aware  of  Edison's  statement,  "Genius  is  2  per  cent 
inspiration  and  98  per  cent  perspiration." 


CENTRAL  PLANNING  AND 

CG-ORDBNATING  COMMITTEE 

MEETS  IN  ASHLAND 

TEN  MEMBERS  of  the  Central  Planning  and  Co-Ordi-I 
nating  Committee  met  in  Friday  evening  and  Satur-i 
day  morning  sessions,  October  5th  and  6th,  in  Dr.  GleniH| 
Clayton's  office  in  Ashland  College.  Those  in  attendance 
were  Revs.  L.  V.  King,  Spencer  Gentle,  Delbert  Flora 
Phil  Lersch,  Smith  Rose,  W.  C.  Berkshire,  W.  S.  Ben- 
shoff.  Dr.  Glenn  Clayton,  Mrs.  Helen  Fairbanks,  and  Caro' 

Berkshire.  i 

I 

The  Committee  effected  its  organization,  selecting  th(| 
following:   Chairman,  L.  V.  King,  Vice-Chairman,  W.  C] 
Berkshire;    Secretary,    Spencer   Gentle,    Ass't.    Secretary 
Helen  Fairbanks. 

Much  time  was  spent  in  a  study  of  the  action  of  thi ' 
late  General   Conference  on  the   Committee's  report  pre 
sented  at  that  time.  Time  was  also   spent  in  discussinj 
avenues    of  activity  and   advancement  pertaining  to   thj 
work   of  the   Denomination,  our  Boards  and  Auxiliaries! 
Some  of  our  acute  problems  were  given  serious  though 
and  discussion.  In  order  to  make  definite  gains  this  yeai 
several   sub-committees  were  appointed  to  study  specifij 
problems  and  to  report  back  to  the  next  meeting  of  thj 
Committee,  which  will  be  held  Monday  evening  prior  t 
the  April  Pastor's  Conference.  The  Committee  will  be  n 
porting  to  the  Denomination  from  time  to  time  this  yea: 


YOUTH  CRUSADERS 

(CRUSADERS:  "News  from  Brethren  Youth,"  usualEl 
appearing  on  this  page,  is  on  PAGE  ELEVEN  this  wee^l 
Thank  you.) 
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b)'    Helen  Jordan 

BRETHREN  WOMEN  AT  WORK 

THROUGH  MISSION 

Scripture:  St.  John  20:11-18  j 

YESTERDAY  I  tried  to  show  you  we  were  standi! 
on  firm  ground  when  as  women  we  join  together  i 
service  to  God  since  He  Himself  put  that  desire  in  If 
heart  of  the  first  woman.  The  tendency  toward  it  and  tli 
appreciation  for  it  has  been  handed  down  to  us  fp  ji 
Mother  to  Daughter  like  a  precious  possession  until  htJ! 
are  you  and  I — by  our  faith  modern  possessors  of  iji 
ancient  call  of  God  to  His  daughters.  ' 

So  granted  He  calls  women.  Then  does  He  call  us  t<  * 
general   or  to   some  particular  service  ?   Well,  of  con  ? 


i. 
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the  Lord  does  give  the  same  command  to  every  Christian, 
Go  ye  therefore  and  witness  unto  all  people.  We  all  follow 
this  request  in  our  own  way  because  we  are  all  different 
md  because  Christianity  is  so  personal  and  individual. 
Ohrist  called  each  of  the  apostles  in  a  special  way  to  a 
particular  service.  He  approaches  a  group  of  fishermen 
ind  says  to  Peter  "I  will  make  you  a  fisher  of  men," 
md  certainly  Peter  became  just  that,  for  we  read  in  the 
3ook  of  Acts  that  Peter  was  able  through  the  convicting 
Dower  of  the  "Holy  Spirit,"  to  draw  thousands  of  souls 
i;o  Christ. 

!  Jesus  appears  to  Matthew  and  says,  "Follow  thou  me." 
|\Iatthew  was  a  learned  man  and  later  we  find  him  setting 
jlown  in  a  gospel  the  story  of  Jesus  and  His  followers. 
I  On  the  Damascus  road  Jesus  is  visible  only  to  Paul 
though  all  of  his  companions  were  awed  and  frightened 
W  the  light.  Paul  responds  not  with  Lord,  what  will 
thou  have  us  do,  but  what  will  thou  have  me  to  do? 
Paul  was  an  educated  man,  clever  with  his  hands,  a  tent- 
|naker,  a  builder,  so  to  speak.  Thus  Paul  becomes  a 
!)uilder  in  the  House  of  God.  Through  Paul's  letters  we 
■earn  just  how  the  Lord  wants  His  church  constructed, 
jvhat  is  to  be  accepted  or  rejected  in  Christianity  and 
just  what  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  the  church  shall 
j)e. 

i  So  Christianity  is  always,  in  the  end,  you  and  your 
bord  involved  in  a  special  relationship  and  task.  And 
Christianity  in  the  final  analysis  is  always  a  missionary 
faith,  for  the  Lord  has  left  the  whole  business  of  propa- 
gating the  Word  in  the  hands  of  Christians.  There  is  no 
kher  way.  There  never  has  been,  so  we  follow  the  same 
inethod  today  as  did  the  first  Christians.  We  must  all  be 
Carriers  of  Christianity,  going  about  infecting  other  peo- 
ple with  this  good  infection,  spreading  the  Word  until  it 
|s  a  contagious  and  powerful  force. 

Now  we  have  seen  that  the  Lord  issues  a  general  call 
10  all  Christians  and  a  specific  call  to  each  of  us;  but 
jO  women  as  a  group,  He  also  gives  a  particular  respon- 
libility.  It  is  of  a  definite  missionary  nature.  Let  us 
ind  positive  proof  of  this  in  the  Bible  Itself.  On  the 
(aorning  of  the  first  Easter  Day  the  very  first  word 
'leard  in  that  empty  tomb  was  the  voice  of  the  angel 
aying,  "Woman,  Woman  why  weapest  thou?" 
i  Then  later  it  is  still  a  woman.  Mary  Magdalene,  who 
Irst  encounters  the  Resurrected  Christ  in  the  garden. 
i)he  knows  Him  not.  He  says  one  word  to  her.  He  calls 
ler  by  name,  "Mary." 

:  She  responds  instantly,  "Master."  Then  He  gives  her 
|he  message  that  makes  Mary  Magdalene  the  first  mis- 
sionary of  the  good  news  of  the  Risen  Lord,  for  Christ 
lays  unto  her,  "Go  tell  my  brethren  that  I  am  Risen." 
;  Jesus  thus  places  in  the  frail,  woman  hands  of  Mary 
ilagdalene  the  key  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  the  very  same 
(■ey  you  and  I  hold  here  in  our  hand  today. 
j  What  are  we  to  do  with  this  remarkable  tool  that  un- 
locks the  door  to  eternal  life  ?   We  can't  as  faithful  de- 

;  jeendants  of  Mary  Magdalene  who  rushed  away  on 
pnged  feet  when  she  received  it — we  can't  sit  here  idly 
r  even  sit  here  clutching  it  selfishly  to  ourselves  when 

i,  jhe  Bischofs,  the  Bylers,  the  Shanks,  the  Drushals,  Mar- 


ti    (Delivered  at   the  W.  M.  S.  Session   at   General   Con- 
ti'erence,  on  Thursday.) 


garet  Lowery,  Veda  Liskey  and  all  our  own  missionaries 
tell  us  there  are  souls  in  South  America,  Africa,  North 
America,  yes  and  even  in  some  cases  our  next  door 
neighbor  who  have  never  heard  the  Easter  story. 

W'ell,  what  can  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  do  ? 
True  we  are  not  ordained  by  our  church  as  ministers  of 
the  gospel  but  we  are  ordained  by  Christ  Himself  unto 
a  holy  calling,  for  the  pronoun  used  in  the  great  com- 
mission is  the  personal  pronoun  "ye."  "Go  ye,"  He  says 
and  that  means  you  and  me,  and  not  just  a  specialized 
group  of  ministers  and  missionaries.  You  are  to  witness 
every  day  to  someone  in  some  way — by  manner,  deed  or 
word. 

As  a  group  the  W.  M.  S.  can  also  encourage  alert, 
really  intelligent  young  people  to  enter  the  ministerial  or 
missionary  field.  I  don't  mean  just  any  boy  or  girl,  any 
listless,  half-interested  individual  who  some  how  or  other 
for  a  number  of  foolish  reasons  finds  himself  or  herself 
in  the  seminary.  No,  we  need  wide-awake  young  people 
who  have  the  courage  of  their  convictions,  young  people 
who  love  and  will  study  and  will  preach  the  Word  rather 
than  these  little  moral  lessons  in  good  living  which  have 
led  Christian  people  so  far  astray  that  some  of  us  do  not 
even  know  what  the  gospel  message  really  is!  Some  of 
us  are  even  confusing  Christianity  with  a  set  of  rules  or 
ethics  on  good  conduct.  But  to  invest  our  lives,  our  in- 
terest and  our  money  as  a  group  of  women  into  the  life 
of  some  truly  dedicated  young  Christian  worker  is  a  real 
indication  of  good  stewardship. 

Further,  we  as  the  W.  M.  S.  are  capable  of  doing  so 
much  more  for  our  missionaries,  for  their  endeavors  and 
for  the  young  Christian  churches  they  help  to  establish. 
If  these  fine  people  are  willing  to  dedicate  a  whole  pre- 
cious human  personality  in  full  time  service  to  God  and 
man,  is  it  asking  too  much  for  you  and  me  to  support 
them  daily,  and  I  said  daily,  with  our  letters,  prayers 
and  money?  Remember  last  year  Mrs.  Rodkey  said  a  pen- 
ny a  day  in  our  mite  boxes  for  a  Thanksgiving  offering. 
What  a  little  favor  in  exchange  for  the  dedicated  life 
of  a  missionary. 

Now  today  and  every  day  of  your  life  Christ  stands 
before  you  and  before  me  as  He  once  stood  before 
Mary  Magdalene  2000  years  ago.  Only  now  He  calls  us 
by  name  and  gives  us  the  same  message  He  gave  to  her. 
Go  tell  my  brethren  I  am  Risen!  Awaken  my  churches  to 
repeat  the  glad  tidings  the  Christmas  angel  sang.  Say 
to  all  men  that  I  am  Come — come  that  ye  might  have 
life  and  have  it  more  abundantly — that  no  man  cometh 
to  the  Father  except  through  me.  Say  unto  them  that  I 
still  walk  the  high  ways  and  the  by  ways  of  the  world 
seeking  those  who  are  lost  and  in  need.  Tell  them  that 
I  am  the  Way,  the  Truth,  the  Open  Door,  that  I  bring 
light,  love  and  life.  Say  to  them  that  Christianity  is  To- 
day for  this  people  and  for  this  age! 

Yes,  it  was  a  great  and  noble  call'  Jesus  gave  to  Mary 
Magdalene.  The  greatest  thing  in  all  the  world  He  en- 
trusted to  her  willing,  trembling  hands.  But  she  and  the 
women  who  followed  her  never  failed  and  neither  shall 
we.  For  we,  like  all  those  others  who  have  gone  before 
stand  here  today  listening  for  our  names  and  we  hear 
Him  say  to  us  firmly  and  clearly,  "Go,  and  do  thou  like- 
wise." 

Mrs.   Frank  Morrison, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 
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Worship  for  Teen-age  and  Youth 

A  YEAR  OF  JUNIOR-HI  -«^ 

PROGRAMS  AND  ACTIVITIES 

Here  are  52  programs,  fresh  and  appealing,  plus  numerous  parties, 
banquets  and  other  special  activities  as  well  as  programs  for  such 
occasions  as  Easter,  guest  night,  New  Year's  and  installation  of 
officers.  Each  program  has  a  unique  idea  for  presentation  to  make 
it  more  realistic.  For  instance,  this  sports-conscious  group  will 
be  delighted  with  the  basketball  tournament  which  lasts  for  4 
weeks,  and  baseball  games.  Some  other  topics  are:  Ring  Out  the 
Old,  Ring  In  the  New,  How  to  Pray,  Have  a  Heart,  and  Making 
a  Choice.  The  size  is  8%  x  11  inches  and  each  book  is  perforated 
for  ease  in  distributing  program  material.  Also  featured  are  a 
number  of  clever,  really  different  publicity  ideas. 

No.   3372    $2.95 


A  YEAR  OF   HI-TEEN 
PROGRAMS  AND  ACTIVITIES 

An  unexcelled  book  of  sparkling  program  material  including  par- 
ties, banquets,  programs  for  special  occasions,  and  projects  for 
high-school  and  college-age  groups.  These  52  programs  have  been 
especially  planned  so  that  several  individuals  will  participate  each 
week,  thereby  creating  more  interest  and  activity.  Included  are 
inventory  tests,  buzz  groups,  role  play  situations,  discussion  check- 
lists and  many  others.  Some  of  the  program  titles  are:  What's 
for  This  Year,  Help  Wanted,  It's  Your  Life,  Party-line  Prejudice, 
Hall  of  Greatness,  Search  the  Scriptures,  Walking  With  God,  and 
Family  Forum.  Each  program  has  a  suggested  poster  or  other  publicity, 
for  easy  distribution. 

No.   3373    $2.95 


Perforated  sheets 
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INTERMEDIATE   EXPRESSIONAL   SERVICES 

By  Nevada  Miller  Whitwell.  52  programs,  each 
containing  complete  poster  suggestions,  choral 
and  instrumental  music,  talks,  stories,  stunts, 
Scriptural  readings,  prayers,  etc.  A  full  year  of 
program  material  for  Intermediates  that  is  re- 
freshingly different. 
No.  2958 $2.95 

AT   HOME   AND   ABROAD-YOUTH 
WORSHIP   PROGRAMS 

New  idea  for  teen-age  worship  programs  by  Ne- 
vada Miller  Whitwell.    50  devotional  themes  are 
taken  from  50  well-known  travel  spots,  as  Lon- 
don, Paris,  etc.    Illustrated,  216  pages. 
No.  2711    $2.25 


On  all  book  ordfers  please  add  ten  cents  for  postage. 

The    Brethren    Publishing   Company 
524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio 
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MAURERTOWN,  VIRGINIA.  Brother  Ed  Miller,  in  a 
card  to  the  Editor,  indicated  that  he  expected  to  return 
home  from  the  Hospital  on  October  20th.  Brother  Miller 
says  that  he  feels  fine,  and  wants  to  take  this  means  of 
thanking  all  the  folks  who  have  sent  him  cards.  Let  us 
continue  to  remember  our  brother  in  our  prayers. 

OAK  HILL,  W.  VA.  Brother  Milton  M.  Robinson  has 
received  and  has  accepted  a  call  to  continue  as  pastor  of 
the  Oak  Hill  church.  This  will  be  his  fourth  year. 

GATEWOOD  BRETHREN,  FAYETTEVILLE,  W.  VA. 
A  note  from  Helen  Swanigan,  Secretary,  says,  "Brother 
Hays  Logan  received  an  unanimous  call  from  the  Gate- 
wood  Brethren  church  to  serve  another  year  as  their 
pastor." 

BERLIN,  PENNA.   Brother  Ralph  E.  Mills,  in  a  note 
to    the    Editor   says,   "Baptized   two  on    Sunday,  October 
7th.  Had  215  in  attendance  at  Communion." 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT 
MINISTERS  EXCHANGE  PULPITS 
ON  NOVEMBER  11 

AN  EXCHANGE  OF  PULPITS  in  the  interests  of 
Stewardship  will  take  place  among  the  Pennsyl- 
vania District  Churches  on  Sunday  morning,  November 
11th.  The  ministers  will  speak  on  the  subject,  "Steward- 
ship." Below  are  the  assignments  which  will  be  followed 
in  this  District  Ministerial  Association  sponsored  pulpit 
exchange : 

BRUSH  VALLEY    WILLIAM  KEELING 

JOHNSTOWN  SECOND   DAVID  RAMBSEL 

CAMERON   N.  VICTOR  LEATHERMAN 

MASONTOWN    RALPH    E.    MILLS 

JOHNSTOWN  THIRD    D.  C.  WHITE 

VINCO    ELMER    KECK 

BERLIN    KENNETH    MOCK 

PITTSBURGH    WOODROW   B.   BRANT 

WAYNE  HEIGHTS    CECIL  BOLTON 

JONES   MILLS    HAROLD   BARNETT 

MEYERSDALE    GUY    F.   LUDWIG 

VANDERGRIFT    CLARENCE   STOGSDILL 


COMING  EVENTS      I 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Revival  Meeting— Novembe ; 
4-ir— Rev.  C.  A.  Stogsdill,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Bruce  C 
Shanholtz,  Pastor. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Services — Beginnin. ' 
November  11th — Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman,  Evangelist;  Rei 
C.  A.  Stewart,  Pastor. 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.    Wayne    Heights    Brethrer 

Evangelist    Services — November   4-11 — Rev.    Phil   Lerscl 
Evangelist;    Rev.   N.   Victor  Leatherman,  Pastor. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  Park  Street  Brethren.  Evangelist! ! 
Meeting — November  12-18 — Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  Evange 
list;  Rev.  Clarence  Fairbanks,  Pastor. 

SARASOTA,   FLORIDA.    Second     Anniversary     Obseij 
vance — Sunday,    November    4th — Special    programs    bot 
morning  and  afternoon,  with  carry-in  dinner  at  the  noo 
hour.  Installation  of  our  new  Pastor,  Rev.  Lyle  Lichter' 
berger,  at  the  morning  hour.  , 

COUNTY  LINE,  Lakeville,  Indiana.  Revival  Meetings-' 
November  5-18 — Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins,  Evangelist;  Re> 
Herbert  Gilmer,  Pastor. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— November  I 
18 — Rev.  William  Anderson,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Spencs 
Gentle,  Pastor. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


ATTENTION 


HISTORICAL  DISPLAY 
The  Anniversary  Program  Committee  of  General  Cot 
ference  is  appealing  to  the  Denomination  for  informatio 
on  historical  pictures,  objects  of  historical  value,  etc 
which  might  be  used  in  a  Brethren  Historical  displa 
at    the   1957  and   1958   General   Conferences. 

Anyone  possessing  such  items,  or  knowing  the  when 
abouts  of  same,  are  asked  to  contact  the  chairman  < 
the  Committee,  Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  by  January  1,  195 
(Do  not  send  any  items  you  may  have  until  specificall 
requested  by  the  Chairman  to  do  so.) 

Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller, 
23   West    Hillcrest, 
Dayton  6,    Ohio. 
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JKe  Editor's 

Pulpit 


"Brethren   }~iome  YHissions 

JF  YOU  WERE  GIVEN  the  charge  and  respon- 
j  sibility  of  planning  and  working  a  Home  Mis- 
ision  program  for  a  Denomination,  how  would  you 
go  about  it? 

I  For  most  of  us,  the  above  question  would  be  a 
["conversation  stopper."  Few  of  us  would  know 
ihow  to  go  about  it,  chiefly  because  we  have  not 
been  trained,  or  have  not  had  experience  in  that 
iarea  of  Church  operation.  Most  of  us  would  have 
'plenty  of  suggestions,  no  doubt — some  of  which 
would  be  helpful  and  good ;  many  more,  not  prac- 
tical. 

However,  we  do  have  a  mighty  fine  Mission- 
ary Board  in  our  Denomination  composed  of  men 
and  women,  who,  if  they  did  not  have  experience 
jand  training  in  mission  work  when  they  were 
placed  on  the  Board,  have  gained  this  valuable 
attribute  since  then.  Home  Mission  work  is  big 
business  and  one  which  requires  more  thinking, 
planning,  close  watching  of  expenses,  and  hard 
jwork,  than  most  people  even  begin  to  realize. 

I  Have  you  decided  yet  how  you  would  go  about 
planning  and  working  a  Home  Mission  program? 
I  How  would  you  go  about  deciding  which  strug- 
Igling  churches  needed  help,  and  how  much?  How 
I  would  you  decide  which  areas  of  our  country  are 
most  promising  for  the  location  of  new  mission 
churches?  How  would  you  go  about  setting  up  a 
jplan  whereby  mission  churches,  through  a 
,  planned  reduction  in  year  by  year  help  from  mis- 
sion funds,    would    become  self-supporting? 

i  We  have  given  you  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
problems  facing  our    Missionary    Board    in    its 

(Home  Mission  program.  Another  we  could  men- 
tion is  the  man-power  problem.  The  right  man  in 

jthe  right  place  at  the  right  time  as  leader,  is 
often  a  problem.   Our  Denomination    needs    top 

.quality  men  right  now— men  of  courage,  convic- 
tion, leadership   ability,    training   and   consecra- 
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tion.  The  Missionary  Board  faces  this  problem  in 
seeking  ministers  for  new  mission  points. 

Have  we  listed  all  the  facets  of  a  good  Home 
Mission  program?  Are  you  now  satisfied  that, 
taking  care  of  the  problems  we  have  mentioned, 
you  could  set  up  and  work  a  growing  Home  Mis- 
sion program  in  the  Brethren  Church? 

That's  right,  there's  at  least  one  which  we  have 
not  mentioned.  And  dear  friends,  it  is  one  which, 
if  every  Brethren  caught  the  vision  of  souls  won 
to  Christ  and  taught  in  the  grace  and  knowledge 
of  Christ,  would  be  no  problem  at  all!  Do  you 
know  what  we  mean?  Such  a  spirit,  such  a  real- 
ization of  Christian  service,  would  far  supercede 
the  fact  that  we  are  called  upon  to  give  our  dol- 
lars for  the  support  of  our  Home  Mission  pro- 
gram. Let's  get  away  from  the  painful  process  of 
carving  dollars  out  of  our  pocket-books! 

Instead,  let's  see  growing  mission  chuixjhes 
winning  men  and  women  to  Christ  through  the 
dollars  we  give.  Let's  see  the  love  of  Christ  im- 
planted in  hundreds  and  thousands  of  hearts 
through  the  Mission  offering  dollars  which  flow 
from  our  pocket-books.  We  have  been  too  long 
counting  the  cost  in  dollars;  let  us  enlarge  our 
souls  by  counting  the  cost  in  souls  won  to  Christ 
in  the  outreach  of  our  Home  Mission  program. 

So,  if  you  were  in  charge  of  the  Home  Mis- 
sion program  of  a  Denomination  you  would  sure- 
ly appreciate  a  Church  people  giving  dollars  in 
the  spirit  of  Christian  service.  There  is  a  big 
difference  between  putting  a  dollar  on  the  mis- 
sion offering  plate,  and  the  transforming  of  that 
dollar,  through  prayer  and  spirit,  into  souls  won 
to  Christ  and  strengthened  in  their  Christian 
faith.  The  difference  is  in  the  number  of  dollars 
we  will  give;  that  is,  dedicated  and  consecrated 
dollars.  Then,  the  last  great  problem  facing  our 
Home  Mission  work  will  melt  away  in  the  glorious 
anthem  of  praise  through  a  program  which  meets 
the  needs  of  men  today,  and  prepares  for  tomor- 
row. W.  S.  B. 
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OUR  NEW  PASTOR,  Reverend  Lyle  Lichtenberger, 
and  his  family  are  well  situated  in  our  new  parson- 
age, and  he  is  already  getting  out  in  his  community,  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  people  here.  This  fine  fam- 
ily that  came  to  us  on  Thursday,  September  13,  began 
immediately  endearing  themselves  to  our  people. 

The  past  several  months  have  been  busy  ones  here: 
With  the  prospects  of  a  full-time  resident  pastor,  the 
congregation  put  foi-th  additional  effort  preparing  for  his 
coming.  After  much  planning  and  investigating,  the  pres- 
sent  home  was  selected  as  the  most  strategic  and  con- 
venient to  the  community  in  which  our  proposed  church 
building  is  to  be  erected — in  the  very  near  future,  we 
hope  and  pray.  The  parsonage  is  a  beautiful  three-bed- 
room modern  house,  in  the  midst  of  new  subdivisions 
(five  in  number)  where  families  of  many  young  married 
couples  with  small  children  have  come  to  be  permanent 
residents  of  our  city.  Here  the  opportunities  will  be  be- 
yond measure,  and  we  feel  that  rapid  results  will  be 
forthcoming  just  as  soon  as  adequate  Sunday  school  facil- 
ities are  available. 

Again  we  cannot  stress  too  greatly  the  urgent  need 
for  a  building  where  Sunday  school  class  rooms  will  make 
possible  the  definite  separation  of  the  children  and  young 
people.  So  the  sooner  our  building  is  erected  the  more 
rapidly  we  can  expand.  We  trust  that  before  long  we  will 
be  breaking  ground  for  our  new  building. 

Brother  Lichtenberger  brought  his  first  message  to  the 
congregation  on  Sunday  morning,  September  16,  and  it 
was  well  received  by  the  people.  There  were  forty-eight 
present;  and,  with  two  exceptions,  they  were  our  regu- 
lar attendants  through  the  past  months.  As  our  people 
now  begin  to  return  from  the  North — both  winter  resi- 
dents and  new  permanent  residents — and  as  new  contacts 
are  made,  we  look  ahead  to  much  progress. 

On  September  19  we  moved  our  mid-week  service  to 
the  D.  A.  V.  Hall  and  changed  the  night  from  Thursday 
to  Wednesday.  This,  we  feel,  will  give  greater  incentive 
for  the  people  of  the  community  to  attend  this  service 
than  would  be  found  in  the  service  being  held  in  our 
home,  as  it  has  been  from  the  beginning  of  our  work 
here. 

On  October  3,  the  W.  M.  S.  and  the  Laymen  held  their 
meetings  at  the  Hall.  Mrs.  Vanator  gave  a  report  of  the 
women's  work  as  planned  for  the  coming  year  and  told 
of  the  fine   sessions  at  the  recent  general  conference  at 


Ashland.  At  the  Laymen's  meeting  our  pastor  set  fortU 
some  plans  which  he  has  in  mind  for  our  group.  Follows 
ing  the  two  meetings  a  social  hour,  with  light  refresbi 
ments,  was  presided  over  by  Brother  and  Sister  Nathan 
Rubin. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  steps  in  the  matter  of  betteij 
organization  in  our  Children's  Division  in  the  Sunday 
school.  With  the  division  of  our  present  one-class  session 
into  various  classes,  we  feel  that  more  progress  can  no\B 
be  made. 

The  new  pastor  will  be  officially  installed  on  Sundajj 
morning,  November  4,  which  is  the  second  anniversari: 
of  our  organization,  or  rather  of  our  first  service  as 
group.  We  are  planning  for  a  carry-in  dinner  on  thaij 
day  and  hereby  send  forth  an  urgent  invitation  for  al: 
who  are  in  our  vicinity  to  be  with  us.  An  afternoon  serl 
vice  will  be  held  following  the  noon  meal. 

Now,  since  this  will  probably  be  our  "swan  song,"  ai, 
far  as  reporting  the  regular  doings  of  this  group,  w« 
wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our  personam 
appreciation  to  each  one  who  has  been  so  helpful  to  u 
in  the  establishment  of  this  work  here;  we  could  not  hav 
done  it  without  your  prayers.  We  believe  we  have  an  unj 
surpassed  field  in  which  to  go  forward  in  the  work  of  th , 
Lord  and  the  Brethren  Church.  j 

We  sign  off  now:  "The  Mo-Vans"  of  Sarasota —  , 

Fred  C.  Vanator    i 

Helen   G.  Vana+or    | 

Carl   E.  Mohler    ! 

Esther   E.   Mohler 

925  North  Lime  Avenue  ' 


LAST    MINUTE   NEWS 

The  architect,  Mr.  Orus  Eash,  has  just  delivered 
to  the  Missionary  Board" the  first  draft  of  the  plans 
for  the  Sarasota  Church  building.  This  is  progress, 
and  we  hope  the  program  will  move  more  rapidly 
from   this  point  on. 
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Progress, 
Praise, 
and 
Plans  -- 


at  SARASOTA.       lyle  lichtenberger 


A  PRAYING  CHURCH  will  never  fail.  If  you  have 
!~\  been  marveling  at  the  growth  of  the  Sarasota  work, 
[larvel  no  more,  for  that  old  proverb  contains  the  reason. 
Vhen  a  church  is  doing  the  work  of  the  Lord  and  its 
ellowship  is  united  by  prayer,  nothing  can  hinder  it. 
jThe  gates  of  Hell  cannot  prevail  against  it." 

!  Such  is   the   story   of  the   Sarasota   Church.  We   have 

jeen  here  one  month,  and  the  sincerity  of  this  congrega- 

jion  cannot    be    doubted.   When    we    arrived    in    Sarasota 

^fter  a  very  weary  journey  from  Nebraska,  we  found  the 

(upboards  and  refrigerator  full,  many  of  our  goods  were 

i.npacked  and  put  in  place. 
1 
Now,   perhaps   we   could   give   you  some   news   of   our 

ellowship.  As  you  know,  we  are  meeting  in  the  Disabled 

American  Veterans  Hall.  The  Lord  has  blessed  the  work 

peatly  by  giving  us  such  a  place  in  which  to  worship 

|o  near  our  own  property,  where  the  church  will  be  built. 

j  The  parsonage  is  a  very  lovely  and  comfortable  three- 
|>edroom  home  built  in  typical  Florida  style.  The  Florida 
joom  has  been  made  into  a  study.  Brother  and  Sister 
Oarl  Mohler  have  built  bookcases,  covering  the  only  wall 
j^^hich  is  not  glass,  and  Brother  Ernest  Faust  presented  to 
{he  church  for  the  study  a  lovely  desk  and  study  lamps. 
,tlany  other  personal  gifts,  too  numerous  to  mention,  have 
)een  given  to  the  parsonage  family.  Needless  to  say,  we 
eel  right  at  home. 

Tuesday  evening,  October  9,  the  Official  Board  met  for 
'heir  first  time  with  the  pastor,  and  plans  were  formu- 
lated for  the  future  work  of  our  church.  A  committee 
pn  religious  education  has  been  appointed,  and  plans  are 
nade  to  form  two  new  classes,  making  four  in  all:  pre- 
school, juniors,  young  people  and  adult.  Of  course,  more 
eachers  will    be   needed;    therefore,     a     teacher- training 


Pictured:  Temporary  Meeting   Place    of    the    Sarasota, 
Florida,  Congregation. 


class  will  be  started  the  first  week  of  November.  A  sec- 
retary has  been  appointed  for  our  Sunday  school — Mrs. 
Edna  Rubin,  and  the  achievement-type  records  are  to  be 
kept. 

The  Board  also  voted  to  have  a  pastor's  class  for  the 
new  members  of  our  church.  A  finance  committee  was 
appointed,  and  the  Board  voted  to  meet  monthly,  on  the 
second    Tuesday.   Various    other  items    were    discussed. 

New  contacts  are  being  made  daily,  and  the  enthu- 
siasm with  which  our  church  is  being  received  is  mar- 
velous. One  lady,  who  has  been  "shopping"  for  a  church 
for  a  number  of  years  here  in  Sarasota,  said  Sunday, 
"I  have  finally  found  a  church  where  I  can  feel  at  home. 
You  can  count  on  me  being  regular."  Such  a  testimony 
is  the  customary  reaction  to  this  "fellowship  of  believ- 
ers." This  congregation,  under  the  joint  leadership  of 
Elders  Vanator  and  Lemert  deserves  the  heartiest  of 
commendations  for  their  unceasing  effort  to  establish  a 
Brethren  church  in  this  city. 

Needless  to  say,  we  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  start 
of  our  church  building  and  for  this  we  must  rely  on 
you.  The  Ten  Dollar  Club  needs  you — you  as  an  individ- 
ual. This  is  one  way  you  can  answer  the  Lord's  com- 
mand— "Go  ye."  Your  concern,  your  prayers,  your  finan- 
cial support  are  needed.  We  know  you  will  do  your  part 
in  helping  the  Brethren  to  spread  the  Word  of  God  in 
Sarasota ! 
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DR.  E.  M.  RIDDLE,  President, 

Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 


WHEN  GOD  SO  LOVED  the  world  as  to  give  His 
only  begotten  Son  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life,  He  laid 
the  foundation  of  missions  in  His  own  heart's  blood.  God 
was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  Himself  before 
the  world  was;  and  on  that  basic  theology  which  shines 
forth  in  both  Old  and  New  Testaments,  Jesus  Christ  took 
His  stand.  When  He  said,  "I  know  whence  I  come  and 
I  know  whither  I  am  going,"  He  knew  the  will  of  God  in  re- 
gard to  the  work  of  evangelism.  Hence  His  life  is  our 
pattern : 

"0  Lord  and  Master  of  us  all, 

Whate'er  our  name  or  sign, 
We   own   Thy   sway,   we  hear  Thy   call. 

We  test  our  lives  by  Thine." 

In  Victor  Hugo's  wonderful  novel,  Les  Miserables,  when 
Jean  Valjean  is  at  the  point  of  death — that  man  who  had 
sacrificed  and  suffered  greatly — he  pointed  to  the  cru- 
cifix of  Jesus,  saying,  "It  is  nothing  to  die;  it  is  a 
dreadful  thing  not  to  live."  You  and  I  have  scarcely  been 
able  to  measure  the  sacrifice  of  Jesus.  Truly  we  should 
learn  of  it. 

The  Gospel  writer,  John,  lays  bare  the  heart  of  Christ 
in  the  Great  Commission,  and  shows  us  the  spirit  in 
which  we  are  to  go;  "Jesus  came  and  stood  in  the  midst 
and  said,  'Peace  be  unto  you';  and  when  He  had  said 
this.  He  showed  unto  them  His  hands  and  His  side  .  .  . 
and  He  said  again,  'Peace  be  unto  you:  as  the  Father 
hath   sent  me,  so   send   I   you.'  " 

The  power  of  sacrifice  is  the  great  unwielded  power  of 
missions  today.  The  scars  of  our  Lord  are  the  test 
of  true  discipleship — always  and  everywhere.  Who  today 
can  write  as  St.  Paul  did,  "Henceforth  let  no  man  trou- 
ble me,  for  I  bear  branded  in  my  body  the  marks  of  the 
Lord  Jesus"?  Such  a  person  can  wield  the  power  of 
sacrifice  and  sincerity.  Is  it  not  true  today  that  so  few 
of  us  show  any  of  the  lacerations  and  tears  and  blood 
and  agony  of  Gethsemane  and  Calvary?  If  we  can,  then 
certainly  we  are  ordained  by  a  higher  power  than  any 
church  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  love  and  reconciliation  to 
a  lost  world. 


This  leads  me  to  ask — do  we  spend  or  give  for  thi 
Kingdom  of  God  as  a  mere  side-issue,  or  is  there  in  thI 
gift  some  evidence  of  sacrifice?  Somewhere  and  somehoi 
we  must  learn  to  bear  in  our  own  lives  the  scars  of  tht! 
Lord  Jesus. 

The  Church  at  Home  needs  new  life.  How  can  we  eJi 
pect  to  export  a  thing  or  an  experience  which  we  do  na 
possess  ?  Let  the  Church  stir  up  its  holy  patriotism  t_ 
the  mission  for  which  it  has  been  set  apart.  THIS  WILl 
TAKE  MONEY  AND  LIFE— yes,  life  more  abundai^ 
and  triumphant.  We  must  win  more  souls  or  our  religioi 
(Christianity)  fails.  We  Brethren  have  a  stewardshiii 
the  same  as  any  other  church. 

Recently  I  read  of  this  experience:  A  father  died  leai 
ing  two  sons  and  a  widow.  One  son  said,  "I  have  bee 
concerned  and  even  oppressed  about  our  lack  in  goc 
stewardship.  He  proposed  to  his  brother  and  mother  tha 
God  helping,  they  would  not  lay  up  another  dollar  fci 
themselves,  but  they  would  keep  the  little  capital  th; 
was  necessary  for  their  own  personal  expenses  and  gY\\ 
the  remainder  each  year  for  support  and  extension  ( j 
of  their  church.  The  reluctant  mother,  who  at  first  thouglj 
her  son  was  a  poor  business  manager,  finally  agree  | 
Their  experience  in  twenty  years  was  that  they  hil 
never  lost  a  dollar,  but  rather,  they  had  joy  in  givir! 
and  sharing  in  the  work  of  their  church.  | 

Every  member  of  our  beloved  church  is  appointed  I 
a  life  of  stewardship.  Some  day  every  one  of  us  w:. 
hear  the  word,  "Render  the  account  of  thy  stewardship  i 
Have  we  been  faithful  ?  Can  we,  with  a  glad  heart  ai 
a  clear  conscience,  meet  this  challenge:  the  opportuni  I 
to  help  build  new  churches  and  to  assist  in  maintainiii 
those  who  need  some  assistance — and  in  so  doing,  fe 
the  impact  of  a  growing  church  ? 

Personally,  I  wonder  whether  we  can  face  our  missio  | 
ary  needs — men  and  money — with  these  qualification! 
Be  honest;  have  courage;  and  dare  to  venture  for  Gc: 
and  in  a  sane  common-sense  way  meet  the  great  fac 
and  vision  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethr; 
Church. 

WE  CAN,  IF  WE  WILL.  SHALL  WE  ?  SHALL  WI ' 
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Program- 


Finances  - 


Accomplishments 


PROGRAM  PLUS  FINANCES  equals  accomplishment. 
This  is  an  equation  which  we  have  found  to  be  true 
n  the  Lord's  work  when  other  basic  Christian  principles 
re  functioning  properly. 

A  mission  program,  no  matter  how  good  it  is,  without 
pfficient  money  to  put  it  into  operation  will  accomplish 
[irtually  nothing.  By  the  same  token,  a  fat  missionai'y 
jreasury  without  a   program   is   impotent.    It  takes   both 

I  well-planned  program  and  funds  to  operate  the  pro- 
ram  to  bring  tangible  results. 
,  There  have  been  times  when  the  Missionary  Board  of 
he  Brethren  Church  had  funds  and  not  much  of  a  pro- 
iram;  but  the  picture  has  changed.  Today  we  have  a 
rogram  worthy  of  the  generous  support  of  every  mem- 
er  of  the  Brethren  Church.  There  are  several  places 
here  we  could  establish  churches  immediately  if  the 
ome  mission  giving  of  our  denomination  were  up  to  par. 
'he  work  at  Lost  Creek  and  Krypton,  Kentucky,  could 
rogress  more  rapidly,  if  adequate  funds  were  available. 

I  Our  program  presently  is  running  beyond  our  financial 
bility,  incurring  some  indebtedness;  however,  we  feel 
[lat  the  program  must  move  foi-ward.  Furthermore,  we 
Ipel  that  we  must  find  a  way  to  carry  on  even  in  the 
ace  of  the  shortage  of  funds,  for  we  are  confident  that 
fod  is  helping  our  Brethren  people  to  feel  their  stew- 
rdship  responsibilities  to  missionary  work  as  never  be- 
)re. 


The  Missionary  Board  has  a  program  now  which  is 
being  carried  out  and  will  be  carried  out  to  the  extent 
that  the  contributions  of  our  church  and  our  people  make 
possible.  It  is  now  up  to  you.  Brethren! 

SETTING  A  GOAL 

SETTING  A  GOAL  is  a  good  business  procedure,  but 
we  do  so  with  some  resei-vations,  requesting  that  you 
refrain  from  considering  the  goal  as  a  ceiling  for  giving 
to  Home  Missions — that  you  construe  the  term  home 
mission  needs  to  be  a  relative  thing; 

— that  you  consider  what  we  ought  to  be  doing  for 
Christ  through  home  missions,  if  every  member  were 
really  concei'ned  and  interested; 

— that  you  then  give  out  of  your  love  for  Christ  and 
your  gratitude  for  His   redeeming  love. 

Minimum  Goal  $60,000.00 

This  is  the  minimum  suggested  to  care  for  the  regular, 
recurring  operating  expenses,  including  pastoral  supports, 
indebtedness   retirement,   etc. 

Capital  Fund  $10,000.00 

An  additional  $10,000.00  capital  fund  for  building  and 
improvement  is  also  requested.  Mission  property  must  be 
kept  in  good  repair  and  mission  churches  must  complete 
their  buildings.  Also  land  for  new  churches  must  be  ac- 
quired at  the  opportune  time. 


*^^l^iyifll>iSl^fl!Ji4llSiH:^t-Sfll«iflia»iy»»S41(\ii^ 


AND  WHAT  ABOUT  A  BUiLDING? 


PVERY  NEW  CONGREGATION  will  sooner  or  later 
Li  need  a  house  of  worship.  In  these  days  it  is  mostly 
sooner."  New  congregations  can  worship  in  temporary 
luarters  for  a  limited  time  only  and  show  satisfactory 
jrowth.  But  where  is  a  struggling  new  congregation  to 
[jet  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  new  church? 
j  The  Missionary  Board  has  a^ttempted  to  give  a  partial 
laswer  to  this  question  in  establishing  the  Ten  Dollar 
jlub.  This  plan  can  supply  $20,000.00  each  for  two  new 
hurches  every  year  when  the  2,000  anticipated  member- 
Mp  is  reached,  operating  under  the  present  agreement 
f  making  not  more  than  two  calls  in  one  year. 
!  To  make  additional  funds  available  for  these  little 
ocks,  the  Board  is  investigating  the  steps  necessary  to 
Btting  up  a  revolving  fund.  The  money  in  this  fund  would 


be  loaned  to  new  congregations  on  terms  geared  to  their 
ability. 

This  would  be  a  permanent  revolving  fund  out  of 
which  loans  would  be  made,  paid  back,  then  loaned  to 
other  new  congregations,  and  so  on  and  on — until  after 
30  or  40  years  the  same  dollar  may  have  come  to  the 
assistance  of  three  or  four  congregations  which  were  in 
need  of  a  church  building,  but  which  could  never  have 
built  one  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  very  practical  pro- 
vision of  this  church  extension  treasury. 

It  has  been  said  that  home  missions  move  forward 
on  the  feet  of  such  revolving  extension  funds  as  described 
above.  That  is  why  your  Missionary  Board  is  working  to 
put   into  operation  a  church  extension  revolving  fund. 
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THE  BRETHIJEN  EVANGELIST 


^eMm<MiaC^ : 


T  BELIEVE  in  home  missions  and  church  extension  work 
because  I  want  to  be  a  member  of  an  active,  alive,  alert 
and  aggressive  church  body.  We  are  all  here  to  be  helpful 
to  all  people.  Certainly,  establishing  new  chui-ches  in  un- 
cliurched  communities,  faithfully  teaching  and  preaching 
the  V/ord  and  witnessing  for  Christ  are  basic  Christian- 
ity. 

DeMain  Wciraer, 

,   Goshen,   Indiana. 


T  BELIEVE  in  home  mission  and  church  extension  work 
Ijecause  this  is  the  church's  answer  to  "Jerusalem  and 
Judea"  in  Acts  1:8.  Here  is  a  challenge! 

Here  are  sowing,  cultivating  and  harvesting.  Here  are 
— if  we  will  accept  them — trial,  labor  and  sacrifice — that 
which  makes  Christ's  people  strong  and  sturdy. 

God  will  richly  bless  his  people  who  keep  his  com- 
mandments  and   labor   in   his    vineyard. 

Howard  E.  Crom, 

Escalon,  California. 


T  BELIEVE  in  home  mission  and  church  extension  work 
because  through  these  agencies  God's  plan  for  the  sal- 
vation of  mankind  is  revealed  to  many  who  might  other- 
wise never  have  become  well  enough  advised,  either  tc 
take  action  for  their  own  salvation,  or  to  try  to  lead< 
others   to  Christ.  j 

W.  H.  Teeter, 

Dayton,  Ohio.         j 


BELIEVE   in   Home    Missions  and   Church    Extension, 
because: — 

1.  Christ  commanded  it:  "Ye  shall  be  witnesses  unt( 
Me  in  Jerusalem  .  .  .  Judea  .  .  .  Samaria,  and  unti 
the   uttermost   part   of   the    earth." 

2.  The  apostles  exercised  it,  and  the  first  churches  grev 
out   into   their  respective   communities.  ; 

3.  The  followers  of  Alexander  Mack  continued  it,  ani 
so  came  to  this  country  and  spread  from  Philadel 
phia  across  the  continent.  ! 

4.  My  grandfather  B.  H.  Flora  practised  it,  and  ther! 
are  at  least  three  churches  yet  functioning  whicj 
he  founded  or  assisted  in  founding.  | 

5.  I  have  been  saved  by  it,  because  thus  the  Gosp(! 
came  to  me.  i 


Delberf  B.  Flora. 

Ashland    Theological    Seminary. 
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MUCH  WOEK,  money,  time  and  effort  have  been  put 
into  the  mission  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky,  during 
the  past  year.  The  new  parsonage  has  been  completed, 
necessary  maintenance  on  the  buildings  and  equipment 
has  been  cared  for,  a  farm  program  has  been  launched, 
cutting,  sawing  and  selling  the  timber  on  the  farm  have 
begun,  and  the  classroom-administration  building  has 
progressed  to  the  place  where  it  is  now  completely  under 
roof.  All  of  these  accomplishments  ought  to  encourage  us 
to   continue   the  improvement   program   at   Lost   Creek. 

At  present  the  work  on  the  classi-oom-administration 
building  has  almost  stopped,  because  of  the  lack  of  funds. 
Dorman  Ronk  continues  to  work  on  the  building  as  time 
permits. 

Here  again  we  say.  It  is  now  up  to  you,  Brethren  I 


KRYPTON,  KEOTUCKY 

Two  New  Sunday  Schools 

MISS  LOWERY  has  been  requested  by  the  people  of 
two  nearby  communities  to  open  two  new  Sunday 
schools.  Miss  Lowery,  knowing  the  importance  of  having 
such  a  witness  in  their  communities,  has  complied  with 
their  request. 

On  Sunday,  October  14,  fifty-two  people  attended  the 
new  Sunday  school  at  Dunraven.  This  is  most  com- 
mendable  for   the    second    week   of   this    new  school. 


Miss  Lowery  used  her  new  jeep  on  Sunday,  Octob(i 
14,  to  travel  to  the  new  Sunday  school  at  Dunraven.  Till 
jeep  was  recently  purchased  by  the  board  for  Miss  Lovf 
ery's  use  in  her  work.  This  is  the  only  type  of  automJ 
bile  that  can  get  over  some  of  the  roads  which  she  mufl 
travel. 

Money  for  the  jeep  was  supplied  by  several  differs:  1 
organizations  of  the  brotherhood,  including  the  Centrj 
District  W.  M.  S.,  the  Pennsylvania  District  W.  M.  !j 
Wonder  Class  of  Oakville  Brethren  Church  and  a  Sundi' 
school   class  in   the   Elkhart   Brethren   Church.  ' 

Additional  Workers 

Miss  Lowery  needs  additional  help  to  carry  on  t| 
work  at  Krypton.  Pray  for  a  pastor  for  the  Krypton  ar< ! 


Sunday  School  bus — Krypton,  Kentucky  i 
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CHRISTIAN 


STEWARDSHIP  <^ 


"CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP  is  the  practice 

of  the  Christian  religion.  It  is  neither  a  depart- 
ment of  life  nor  a  sphere  of  activity.  It  is  the 
Christian  conception  of  life  as  a  whole,  mani- 
fested in  attitudes  and  actions." 

Profession  And  Practice 

"Christian  stewardship  is  exercised  to  the 
I  greatest  satisfaction  when  it  is  sincere  and  hon- 
jest.  Very  few  are  enjoying  the  practice  of  stew- 
ardship in  the  fullest  degree.  One  is  almost  hor- 
irified  at  times  by  the  inconsistency  between  pro- 
Ifession  and  practice.  Sometimes  this  inconsistency 
is  overwhelmingly  displayed  right  before  the  altar 
lof  the  Lord,  in  connection  with  the  public  wor- 
'ship — as  when  a  well-fed,  well-dressed  congrega- 
:tion  rises  and  sings  lustily: 

"We  give  Thee  but  Thine  own. 

What  e'er  the  gift  may  be 
All  that  we  have  is    Thine    alone, 

A  trust,  0  Lord,  from  Thee." 

while  the  pastor  very  reverently  places  almost 
empty  plates  on  the  altar.  One  wonders  if  the  last 
two  lines  would  not  come  nearer  the  truth  for 
many  if  they  were  to  say: 

"The  little  coins  are  Thine  alone, 
The  rest  belongs  to  me." 

Our  Church— God's  Agency 

"The  Lord  has  designated  the  Church,  and  no 
other  agency,  as  the  agency  through  which  His 
work  is  to  be  done  in  the  world.  To  it  He  has 
given  all  of  His  commision.  To  it  He  has  entrusted 
all  of  His  resources.  To  it  He  has  given  all  of  His 
promises.  Upon  it  He  bestows  all  of  his  blessings. 
From  it  He  expects  the  fulfillment  of  His  will. 
In  it  He  provided  for  the  exercise  of  all  gifts.  To 
it  He  asks  for  undivided  loyalty." 

The  Church  And  Individuals 


"The  great  inclusive  commission  was  given  to 
individual    Christians,    not    to    an     organized 


Church,  b«it  the  magnitude  of  the  mission  made 
cooperative  effort  for  its  fulfillment  both  natur- 
al and  necessary." 

Our  Primary  Mission 

"The  primary  mission  of  the  Christian  Church 
in  the  world  today  is  to  possess,  maintain,  mani- 
fest and  promote  a  sound,  steadfast,  dynamic, 
unconditional  and  definite  loyalty  to  the  Christ  of 
the  Scriptures." 

By  Spirit  And  Deed 

"His  commission  is  to  preach,  teach,  and  bear 
witness  to  the  Gospel ;  and  witnessing  is  by  spirit 
and  deed  sometimes  more  than  by  words." — 
Statements  from  Dr.  Walton  H.  Greever  in  his 
stewardship  anthology  "Living  Roots." 

A  NEW  SPIRIT  DAWNING 

TN  SOME  AREAS  of  our  brotherhood,  there  is  a  grow- 
ing  air  of  urgency  about  our  home  mission  opportuni- 
ties. We  are  thankful  to  God  for  this  expressed  con- 
cern and  for  this  renewal  of  confidence  in  what  God  can 
do  through  us.  It  may  be  that  we  are  about  to  experience 
a  renewal  of  that  pioneering  spirit  which  characterized 
some  of  the  early   years  of  our  church. 

Ohio  District  Ministerium 

The  ministerium  of  the  Ohio  District,  in  their  annual 
meeting  in  July,  passed  a  resolution  urging  each  minis- 
ter to  establish  a  class  (this  term  used  in  the  handbook) 
in  his  neighborhood  during  this  year,  looking  forward  to 
the  possibility  of  this  becoming  a  new  Brethren  church. 

This  kind  of  action  is  certainly  commendable,  but  it 
must  be  carried  out  by  every  pastor,  if  it  is  to  be  of 
any  real  value.  We  are  confident  that  some  of  the  Ohio 
pastors  are  making  a  study  presently  to  see  how  this  can 
be  done  in  their  own  general  localities.  May  their  ef- 
forts be  strengthened  by  the  assistance  of  capable  lay- 
men and  may  the  Lord  bless  them  all  with  gratifying 
results. 

More  new  Brethren  churches  to  win  and  to  teach  more 
people   for   Christ    and   the   Church! 
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THE  BREIHHEN  EVANGELIST^ 


PHOENIX— A  Typical  Opportunity 


PHOENIX,  ARIZONA,  is  typical  of  many  cities 
of  the  Soutliwest,  Mid-West  and  southern  areas 
of  our  United  States.  The  rapid  increase  in  popula- 
tion, the  flexible  attitude  of  the  people  and  the 
need  for  additional  churches  to  win  the  people  to 
Christ  and  to  teach  them  the  Word  of  God  present 
a  real  opportunity  to  establish  a  new  Brethren 
Church. 

In  addition  to  the  above  encouraging  conditions, 
Phoenix  has  eight  or  ten  families  of  Brethren  peo- 
ple who  have  expressed  an  interest  in  establishing 
a  Brethren  church  there.  This  can  be  a  real  asset 
to  a  new  work,  if  these  Brethren  have  a  mind  to 
work  and  consecrate  themselves  to  the  innumerable 
tasks  that  must  be  performed. 

The  Missionary  Board  has  approved  Phoenix  as  a 
new  church  extension  point,  and  negotiations  are 
being  made  to  get  a  pastor  on  the  field  as  soon  as 
circumstances   permit. 

Reverend  Vernon  Grisso  has  been  doing  some  cul- 
tivation work  with  this  group  for  the  past  nine 
months.  This  has  been  a  real  help  in  determining 
whether  or  not  the  Board  should  begin  a  new  work 
in  Phoenix. 


Mid-west  cities  such  as  Denver  and  Omaha  pre- 
sent opportunities  for  new  Brethren  churches.  The 
Missionary  Board  is  giving  consideration  to  moving 
into  these  and  other  cities  as  men  and  money  are 
available  for  church  extension  work. 


Just  under  the  line!  Information  from  Rev.  Ver- 
non Grisso  arrived  just  in  time  to  be  included  in 
this  issue.  His  letter  states  that  the  Phoenix  group 
met  on  the  evening  of  October  15  and  decided  to 
have  Sunday  services  for  four  Sundays,  October  21 
thi'ough  November  11.  Both  Sunday  school  and  wor- 
ship services  will  be  held  with  Rev.  Carl  Grove, 
formerly  of  the  Brethren  Church,  conducting  the 
first  three  services  and  Rev.  Vernon  Grisso  con- 
ducting the  services  on  Sunday,  November  11.  Pray 
for  the  guiding  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  this  new  ven- 
ture. 

The  services  at  Phoenix  will  be  held  at  The 
Pulaski  Club,  4331  E.  McDowell  at  43rd  Place. 
Shirley  Price  Wissinger  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
music. 


' 


PHOJiCTING  YOUR  LIFE 

The  Missionary  Board  encourages  every  adult  member  of  the  Brethren 
Church  who  holds  property  valued  at  one  thousand  dollai-s  or  more  to  make  a 
will.  This  is  a  part  of  a  Christian's  stewardship.  The  person  who  puts  Christ 
first  in  regulating  his  life  and  work  also  puts  Him  first  in  arranging  the  set- 
tlement of  his  affairs  when  life  is  ended. 

Even  the  person  of  most  modest  means  may  leave  something  to  the  Church, 
however  little  it  may  be.  Perhaps  the  most  valuable  thing  that  he  leaves  will 
be  the  example  of  the  practice  of  his  faith  in  the  final  disposition  of  his  goods. 

Remember  the  Missionary  Board  in  your  will  by  giving  a  bequest,  legacy 
or  by  creating  a  trust. 

The  corporate  name  of  the  board  is  as  follows:  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren   Church;   the  address   is   530  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


"SURELY,  I'D  GO  TO  CHURCH  . 


remember 

FCMXJRCM 

in  your^A^II^L 


"Surely,  I'd  go  to  church,  if  there  were  one  to  go  to." 
A  Brethren  moves,  looks  around  a  bit  for  another  Breth- 
ren church  in  his  new  community,  and  finding  none,  gives 


up.  He's  found  a  good  excuse  for  staying  home.  SooH'; 
he's  lost  to  any  church  and  the  Lord's  work!  Here  is  an- 
other  reason  for   establishing   new    Brethren    churches. 


Thy  Love  I  Share,  0  U 
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WE  HAVE  A  TASK 

I  It  should  be  rather  clear  to  the  Brethren  Church  or  to 
[any  other  Christian  church  in  America  that  our  work  is 
[cut  out  for  us,  when  we  analyze  the  following  state- 
Iments  published  by  the  Religion  In  American  Life*  move- 
ment. 

j  "Sixty-five  million  Americans  do  not  belong  to  any  re- 
ligious group; 

Eighty  million  Americans  do  not  attend  religious  ser- 
vices regularly; 

Nearly  half  of  all  American  children  do  not  receive 
regular  religious  education." 

Can  any  honest  Christian  deny  the  need  for  a  strong 
home  mission  program  of  winning  and  teaching  Amer- 
icans for  Christ  and  His  Church  ? 

The  R.  I.  A.  L.  editor  further  states  that  "these  dis- 
turbing statistics  have  been  carefully  assembled.  Perhaps 
the  most  alarming  one  of  all  is  the  large  percentage  of 
children  who  are  growing  up  as  spiritual  illiterates.  Here 
is  a  grim  and  frightening  preview  of  our  citizens  of  to- 
'  morrow,  unless  parents  face  up  to  the  full  responsibilities 
I  for   the    total    education    of  their   children." 

The  simple  conclusion  of  all  this  is  that  within  the 
borders  of  our  United  States  there  are  millions  of  peo- 
ple who  do  not  have  Christ  in  their  hearts,  and  conse- 
quently they  are  lost.  To  be  practical  about  the  matter, 
we  must  further  realize  that  thousands  of  these  people  are 
living  in  the  vicinity  of  our  Brethren  churches.  Our  task 
is  to  win  them  and  teach  them. 


TUCSON— WASHINGTON.  D.  C. 

These  mission  churches  report  increased  attendance 
during   the   fall   season. 

On  a  recent  Sunday,  the  Tucson  Brethren  Church  had 

167  for  Sunday  school; 

128  for  morning  worship; 

123  for  communion. 

On  Rally  Day,  the  Washington  Brethren  Church  had 
an  attendance  of  170.  Statistics  for  the  pi-evious  week 
were 

140  for  Sunday  school; 

120  for  morning  worship; 

34  for  prayer  service; 

$133.39  total  offerings. 


STATUS  AT  NEWARK.  OHIO 

Twenty  of  Newark  Brethren  Church's  24  resident  mem- 
bers attended  one  of  the  two  of  its  first  Communion  Ser- 
vices during  1956.  The  average  Church  School  attendance 
for  the  Third  Quarter  was  27,  as  compared  with  17  for 
the  Third  Quarter  of  last  year.  The  Worship  Service  at- 
tendance average  was  30  as  compared  with  22  a  year 
ago.  Sunday  evening  sei-vices  were  begun  the  first  of 
October  last  year.  Last  Quarter  the  average  attendance 
was  13.  A  mid-week  Prayer  and  Bible  Study  hour  was 
begun  the  first  Wednesday  evening  this  year.  Last  quar- 
ter's  average  attendance  was   nine. 

Two  and  one  half  years  ago,  the  Church  School  was 
begun  with  two  classes.  Since,  this  number  has  grown 
to  five  classes.  Also,  a  Cradle  Roll  is  promoted  with  nine 
"active"  members,  and  a  Home  Department  with  four 
members. 

Regular  Quarterly  Church  Business  Meetings  are  be- 
ing held.  At  the  annual  Business  Meeting  October  20th, 
complete  ballots  of  Church  School  officers  and  teachers, 
and  of  Church  officers  were  elected,  to  take  over  Janu- 
ary 1st,  next.  Deacons  and  Deaconesses  were  called  and 
ordained,  and  three  Trustees  with  staggered  three-year 
terms  are  of  i-ecord.  These  facts  take  on  meaning  when 
it  is  recalled  that  two  and  one-half  years  ago,  the  first 
service  was  held  with  two  families  present,  besides  our 
own.  Eight  more  families  are  attending  regularly,  and 
four  more  occasionally. 

With  the  Church  School  attendance  of  28,  the  average 
Sunday  offering  last  quarter  was  $7.00.  And,  with  average 
Worship  Service  attendance  30,  the  average  Lord's  Day 
offerings  averaged  $24.00.  When  Mrs.  Crick  and  I  ar- 
rived in  March,  1954,  the  "faithful  few"  had  accumulated 
$656  in  a  Building  Fund— now  it  is  $3,078.  During  the 
thirty  months,  the  group  has  contributed  consistently  to- 
ward the  denominational  Boards  as  well  as  assuming  exti-a 
expense  in  connection  with  the  Chapel  and  in  redecorat- 
ing the  Pai'sonage  purchased  by  The  Missionary  Board 
last  March.  June  of  this  year,  they  began  paying  $50.00 
per  month  toward  this  Pastor's  stipend,  relieving  The 
Board  of  that  amount. 

With  Rally  Day,  Communion  Sunday  and  Annual 
Church  Business  Meeting  successfully  held,  we  are  now 
looking  forward  to  the  organizing  of  a  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  this  fall,  and  the  holding  of  the  first 
Evangelistic    Campaign   in  the    spring. 

S.  Crick. 


HOME  MISSION   OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  address  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren   Church,   530  College   Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio. 


,  Winning  and  Teachini 
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TtiE  BliETHKEN  EVANGELISI 


I  Will  Build 

M);  Church 


Rev,  Robert  L.  Keplinger 


Scripture  background — Matthew   16:13-18. 

T  WILL  ENDEAVOR  to  open  your  thinking  to  this 
great  subject  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  must 
expand  our  thinking  beyond  our  own  Brethren  Church 
and  try  to  gain  a  concept  of  the  "true"  church  which 
is  the  body  of  Christ  of  which  He  is  the  Head;  but  also 
we  must  endeavor  to  enlarge  our  own  church  body  and 
the  message  which  God  has  given  to  us.  Perhaps  we 
could  liken  it  to  the  story  of  the  Methodist  layman  who 
approached  the  gate  of  Heaven  and  was  greeted  by  St. 
Peter.  Before  entering,  Peter  asked  if  there  were  any 
questions  he  might  like  to  have  answered.  "Yes,"  said 
the  layman,  "could  you  tell  me  where  the  Methodist 
group  is  located  and  just  where  some  of  the  other  groups 
are  in  relation  to  that?"  St.  Peter  pointed  to  the  golden 
stairs  and  told  him  that  the  group  on  the  left  of  the 
stairs  were  the  Methodists,  the  group  in  front  of  the 
stairs  were  the  E.  U.  B.'s,  on  the  right  of  the  stairs 
were  the  Lutherans,  and  then  just  a  few  feet  away  at 
the  swimming  pool  were  the  Baptists.  Then  Peter  pointed 
to  a  group  way  off  in  the  distance  on  a  mountain  and 
said,  "There  are  the  Brethren."  The  Methodist  layman 
thanked  him  for  the  information  but  said  he  had  one 
question — ^"Why  is  it  that  most  of  the  churches  are 
gi'ouped  around  the  golden  stairs  except  the  Brethren 
and  they  are  so  far  off  from  the  rest?"  To  this  St.  Peter 
answered,  "Well,  the  Brethren  Church  was  the  only  one 
God  could  trust  out  of  His   sight." 

Our  conference  text  deals  with  another  incident  in 
Peter's  life.  However,  I  am  sure  this  is  a  much  more 
truthful  presentation.  We  find  Peter's  great  confession, 
"Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  son  of  the  living  God."  This 
is  followed  by  Christ's  statement — "Thou  art  Peter,  and 
upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my  church."  There  is  in  this 
statement  a  definite  play  upon  words  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  draw  from  this  statement  a  doctrine  of  earthly 
priesthood.  In  the  Greek  we  read — "Thou  art  Peter — 
petros,  literally  'a  little  rock' — and  upon  this  rock — petra, 
'a  larger  foundation  rock' — I  will  build  my  church." 
Christ  does  not  promise  to  build  His  church  upon  Peter, 
but  upon  Himself,  and  Peter  himself  is  careful  to  tell  us 
this  in  I  Peter  2:4 — 9:  "To  whom  coming,  as  unto  a  liv- 
ing stone,  disallowed  indeed  of  men,  but  chosen  of  God, 
and    precious,    ye    also,   as   lively   stones,   are   built  up   a 


spiritual  house,  an  holy  priesthood,  to  offer  up  spiritual 
sacrifices  acceptable  to  God  by  Jesus  Christ."  Wherefori 
also  it  is  contained  in  the  Scripture,  "Behold  I  lay  in  Zioi 
a  chief  comer  stone,  elect,  precious:  and  he  that  believetl 
on  him  shall  not  be  dumbfounded."  Unto  you  therefon 
which  believe  He  is  precious;  but  unto  them  which  W 
disobedient,  the  stone  which  the  builders  disallowed,  th 
same  is  made  the  head  of  the  comer,  and  a  stone  o ' 
stumbling,  and  a  rock  of  offense,  even  to  them  whicij 
stumble  at  the  word,  being  disobedient:  whereunto  aisi 
they  were  appointed." 

Let  us   examine   our  conference  theme   from   this   outl 
line — 

I — Jesus   Christ 

Will   Build — past,  present,  future 

My — believer's    personal    relationship     and    responsi( 

bility 

Church — "called  out"  body 

L  I — Jesus  Christ.  The  foundation  is  Christ.  He  is  th, 
starting  point.  It  is  clear  that  the  foundation  of  th 
Church  is  the  risen  Christ.  "If  Christ  be  not  risen"- 
the  church  is  built  on  the  sand,  rather  than  on  the  roc 
as  Christ  revealed. 

The  stones  of  the  church  are  prepared  by  Christ.  Whai 
is  the  process  of  prepai'ation  ?  j 

1.  Conviction  of  sin.  A  sense  of  sin  is  the  first  state  i 
holiness. 

2.  Repentance  of  sin.  "Repent  ye" — Right  about  fao 
Set   your  mind  on   the   things  above. 

3.  Remission  of  sins.  Christ  the  founder  can  set  us  fre 
of  our  sins.  "I  was  bound  to  the  old  shore  of  guih 
forgiveness  cuts  the  ropes  and  sets  the  voyager  free. 

4.  Inspiration.  With  pardon  there  comes  power.  "An 
ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit."  N( 
only  is  the  rope  cut;  but  the  soul  receives  new  pow( 
for  a  new  voyage  to  a  better  haven. 

Thus  are  individual  lives  or  stones  prepared  for  tl 
church  by  Jesus  Christ,  the  foundation. 

II.  Will  Build — There  are  over  300  references  in  tl 
Bible  to  the  work  of  building.  Building  better  lives,  wheij 
to  build,  how  to  build,  and  how  not  to  build.  j 
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Over  half  of  these  references  concern  building  houses 
of  worship  to  God.  Some  built  just  an  altar.  Solomon 
built  a  magnificent  temple. 

As  we  build  our  lives  so  we  build  temples  of  worship 
to  our  God.  Some  of  them  may  be  upon  sand  as  Jesus 
warned  us,  but  others  are  built  upon  the  rock.  Christ  told 
us  we  cannot  serve  two  masters — so,  neither  can  we 
build  two  foundations  and  live  on  them  both. 

The  churches  which  we  build  are  truly  "temples  still 
undone,"  for  no  matter  how  complete  they  are  architec- 
turally,   their   worthiness   depends   upon   us    as  members. 

So  let  all  of  us,  whether  we  are  carpenters,  plumbers, 
lawyers,  or  housewives,  determine  how  we  can  best  help 
our  church  to  build  a  better  church.  This  we  can  do  by 
our  worship,  our  giving,  our  services  to  God  and  His  king- 
dom here  on  earth. 

Jesus  said,  "I  will  build" — He  gave  us  a  blueprint  to 
follow.  In  the  past  there  was  the  example  of  the  early 
church. 

1.  They  had  conviction. 

2.  They  were  "one  in  the  breaking  of  bread,"  they  sought 
spiritual  food. 

3.  They  were  one  in  supplication — by  their  prayers.  How 
the  elements  of  division  melt  away  in  the  exercise  of 
prayer.    Souls  are   drawn  into   intimacy   and  union. 

4.  There  was  also  the  example  of  dedication.  This  was 
the  consecration  of  their  substance  unto  the  Lord. 
The  need  of  one  was  supplied  by  the  fulness  of  the 
other. 

In  the  present  we  have  the  Bible  as  our  blueprint.  We 
must  learn  to  use  this  "best  seller"  and  make  it  the 
"best  read"  and  the  "most  read."  We  at  one  time  fought 
to  keep  the  Bible  and  now  we  seldom  open  it.  The  Bible 
must  be  used  as  our  blueprint. 

In  the  future  we  have  the  promise  of  Christ's  second 
coming  at  which  time  He  will  draw  the  Church  unto  Him 
and  we  shall  reign  with  Him  in  eternal  gloiy  and  power. 
We  must  be  watchful  and  waiting  for  His  coming. 

III.  I  Will  Build  My — personal  relationship  of  Be- 
I  liever  to  Christ  also  involves  the  believer's  own  respon- 
j  sibility. 

i  If  we  realize  our  relationship  to  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
I  founder  of  the  church,  we  must  also  realize  our  obliga- 
I  tions.  First  of  all  there  musti  be  a  genuine  Christian  life 
I  which  aims  at  the  standard  set  by  the  Gospel.  There  must 
j  also  be  a  readiness  to  endure — to  stand  fast.  Finally, 
j  the  obligation  involves  the  co-operation  with  fellow  be- 
j  lievers. 

I      "What  can  I  do  for  the  church?"  exclaimed  a   young 
;  man  to  his  minister.  After  some  thought  the  minister  re- 
plied, "Well,  you  can  manage  to  mention  it  in  your  con- 
.  versation  once   each  day,   and  in  your  silent  prayers   at 
night.   You   can  attend  its   services,    loyally    support    at 
least  one  of  its  organizations,  pay  some  amount  willingly 
I  into  its  treasury  weekly,  be  a  reader  of  one  of  its  rep- 
resentative  periodicals,  be  'out  and  out'  in  your  loyalty 
to  it,  invite  the  unchurched  and  the  unsaved  to  its  ser- 
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Vice   Moderator's   Address   delivered   at   Linwood   Park, 
Vermillion,   Ohio,   July   12,   1956. 


vices  and  exhibit  a  cordiality  at  its  services.  The  busiest 
Christian  in  the  world  can  find  time  to  do  the  above  with- 
out at  all  neglecting  anything  on  earth,  and  he  will  be 
happier,  wiser  and  more  satisfied  for  the  effort  put 
forth." 

IV.     I   will   build  my  church — a   called  out   group.  "Ye 

are  now  the  people  of  God."  I  Peter  2:9-10:  "But  ye  are  a 
chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  an  holy  nation, 
a  peculiar  people;  that  ye  should  show  forth  the  praises 
of  him  who  hath  called  you  out  of  darkness  into  his 
marvellous  light:  which  in  time  past  were  not  a  people, 
but  are  now  the  people  of  God:  which  had  not  obtained 
mercy,  but  now  have  obtained  mercy." 

The  Church  is  a  chosen  people — Christ  said  "His  o\vti 
inheritance." 

The  Church  is  a  redeemed  people — Christ  died  for  our 
redemption. 

The  Church  is  an  endowed  people — Christ  promised  the 
power  of  the   Holy   Spirit  which  came  at  Pentecost. 

The  Church  is  a  distinctive  people — a  Divine  calling 
which   broadens   and   deepens   human  fellowship. 

The  church  is  an  obscure  people — it  had  to  go  into  ob- 
scurity for  preservation.  The  Pope-Church  forced  this, 
but  there  arose  a  People-Church  who  gathered  for  wor- 
ship and  fellowship.  These  groups  were  the  real  seed  of 
the  Reformation  and  Protestantism.  Look  for  the  true 
seed  in  the  obscure  people  then  and  now — as  our  own 
Brethren  Church. 

The  Church  is  a  revived  people — filled  with  evangel- 
ical enthusiasm. 

The  Church  is  an  ecumenical  people — there  are  Chris- 
tian people  in  all  the  parts  of  the  inhabited  world.  "In 
Christ  there  is  no  East  or  West  .  .  .  but  one  great  fel- 
lowship of  love." 

The  Church  is  a  visionary  people — always  looking 
ahead  and  planning  for  God's  Kingdom. 

Conclusion:  Christ  said  "I  will  build  My  Church."  In 
I  Corinthians  3:9-11,  Paul  says  this:  "For  we  are  labour- 


PAGE  FOURTEEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


ers  together  with  God:  ye  are  God's  husbandry,  ye  are 
God's  building.  According  to  the  grace  of  God  which 
is  given  unto  me,  as  a  wise  masterbuilder,  I  have  laid 
the  foundation  and  another  buildeth  thereon.  But  let 
every  man  take  heed  how  he  buildeth  thereupon.  For 
other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which 
is  Jesus  Christ."  So  we  as  individual  Christians  need 
also  to  say,  "I  will  build  my  church."  In  doing  this  there 
are  three  relationships  we  must  keep  ever  before  us. 
First,  is  the  God  relationship.  We  are  to  worship  God. 
We  are  not  to  act  merely  as  a  spectator  nor  just  as  a 
plain  listener,  but  be  a  participant.  Public  worship  is  an 
activity  of  the  spirit.  Each  Christian  worshipper  must 
be  a  participant.  Second,  is  the  world  relationship.  Basic 
in  this  thought  is  the  fact  that  human  nature  can  be 
changed — Christ  proved  it.  We  must  therefore  endeavor 
as  Christians  to  instill  a  faith  in  Christ,  the  foundation 
of  the  Church,  and  a  desire  to  become  a  part  of  His 
body — this  is  the  world  relationship  of  the  Christian. 
Thirdly,  the  personal  relationship.  This  is  the  fostering 
of  Christian  character.  We  are  to  become  Christ-like  in 
our  own  individual  lives.  Martin  Luther  once  said  "Man 
never  is  a  Christian,  but  is  always  becoming  one." 

Let  us  keep  in  mind  these  three  relationships — God 
— World — Personal — as  we  like  Christ  say  "I  will  build 
my  Church." 

Closing  thought  or  prayer.  As  Christ  said  "I  will  build 
my  Church,"  so  help  us  to  build  O  God,  that  we  may 
never  fear  the  storms  of  life  because  we  are  secure  with- 
in Thy  mercy  and  Thy  love.  These  things  we  pray  in 
Jesus'   name.   Amen. 

Canton,  Ohio. 


BNTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

WAYNESBORO,  PENNA.  WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETH- 
REN. Brother  N.  V.  Leatherman  notes  that  there  were 
44  present  at  their  Community  Night  service  on  a  recent 
Sunday  evening. 

MEYERSDALE,  PENNA.  MAIN  STREET  BRETH- 
REN. A  New  Nursery  room  has  been  opened  in  the 
church,  and  members  of  the  Win-A-Couple  Class  will  be 
responsible  for  caring  for  the  young  children  during  the 
services  of  the  church. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Dr.  J.  Raymond  Schmidt,  in 
the  interest  of  Temperance,  brought  the  morning  mes- 
sage  in   the   Masontown  church  on  October  14th. 

NORTH  GEORGETOWN,  OHIO.  Brother  Donald  Row- 
ser  reports  an  attendance  of  59  at  the  recent  District 
Laymen's  Rally  held  in  the  North  Georgetown  Church. 
Brother   Virgil  Meyer   of   Ashland  was  the   speaker. 

GRATIS,  OHIO.  A  good  meeting  is  reported  by  the 
Laymen  who  attended  the  District  Rally  at  Gratis  the 
evening  of  October  15th. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  PARK  STREET  BRETHREN.  A 
new  arrangement  of  evening  services  is  now  in  effect 
at  the  Park  Street  church.  The  vesper  service  is  held 
at  6:00  P.  M.,  with  the  youth  groups  meeting  from  6:45 
to  7:30. 


HUNTINGTON,  INDIANA.  Brother  Claud  Studebaker 
was  speaker  at  the  Community  Day  observance,  on  No- 
vember 1st,  speaking  in  the  First  Baptist  Church,  at  1:30 
P.  M. 

BRIGHTON   CHAPEL,   HOWE,   INDIANA.   November 
will  be  observed  as  "Evangelism  Month"  in  the  Brighton 
church,  with  the  pastor.  Brother  Smith  F.  Rose,  bringing  i 
evangelistic    messages    at    the    Sunday    services    and    on 
Wednesday    evenings.    Meetings    for    the    young    people  ( 
will  also   be  held  prior  to   the   Sunday  evening  services. 
Emphasis  is  on  encouraging  decisions  for  Christ  and  in-  '• 
viting  folks  into  membership  of  the  church. 

NORTH    MANCHESTER,    INDIANA.    Brother    Henry* 
Bates  notes  that  the  average   Sunday  School  attendance 
for  September  was  227  which  is   the  highest  September 
average  on  record. 

On  a  recent  Friday,  a  group  of  North  Manchester 
Senior  Crusaders  went  to  Lost  Creek  and  Krypton,  Ken- 
tucky, where  they  presented  a  program  at  both  of  these 
places.  The  Crusaders  earned  the  money  for  this  trip  by 
washing  cars. 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  The  City  Ministerial  Association  i 
was    entertained    in    the    Waterloo   church    on    a     recent 
Thursday.  Dinner,  at  noon,  was  sei-ved  by  the  ladies  of  f 
the  church. 


COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

SOUTHERN  INDIANA  DISTRICT 
LAYMEN'S   RALLY 

The  Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen  will  I 
hold  their  regular  quarterly  meeting-  at  the* 
Mexico  Brethren  Church  on  Monday  evening,! 
November  19th.  We  wish  to  urge  a  good  atten-n 
dance  from  all  churches  in  the  District,  as  elec-' 
tion  of  Officers  will  be  made  for  the  coming  year.  \ 
Also  a  program  of  real  interest.  Plan  to  come  andj 
enjoy  real  fellowship. 

Supper  will  be  served  from  6:00  to  7:30  P.  M. 
prevailing  time.  Send  reservations  to:  Mrs.  j 
James  Donaldson,  R.  R.  3,  Peru,  Indiana.  | 

C.  E.  Keplinger,  Sec'y.     ! 


News   From    Our 
Churches 


WHITE  DALE  CO-OPERATIVE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

TERRA  ALTA,  WEST  VIRGINIA 

I 

The  summer  pastorate  of  Rev.  Duane  A.  ShoUy  proved,' 
to  be  a  very  active  one.  Moving  into  Terra  Alta  with  myi 
wife,  from  Indiana  took  all  of  two  days,  June  13  and  14] 
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Preaching  services  commenced  on  June  17th.  We  soon 
found  ourselves  in  a  full  schedule  of  visitation.  These 
visitations  included  such  outlying  towns  as  Cranesville, 
Rowelesburg,  and  Kingwood. 

There  were  many  highlights  of  the  summer.  On  the 
evening  of  Sunday,  July  15,  a  goodly  number  turned  out 
to  hear  Walter  Wertz  from  Johnstown,  Pa.,  speaking. 
Mr.  Mackall,  also  from  Johnstown,  rendered  a  vocal  solo. 
Rev.  Woodrow  Brant,  pastor  of  the  Vinco  Brethren 
Church  and  an  Elder  of  the  Whitedale  Church  attended 
with  them.  That  weekend  we  had  visitors  from  North 
Manchester,  Indiana. 

The  regular  morning  services  of  July  29th  were  re- 
called, and,  as  many  as  could,  attended  the  services  of 
the  Portland  District  Sunday  School  convention  of  Pres- 
ton County,  at  the  city  park. 

The  week  of  August  5-12  found  the  church  in  the  midst 
of  a  busy  week  of  revival  meetings.  Some  of  the  mes- 
sage titles  were:   "Our  Subtle  Enemy,"  "Home  for  Sin- 

!  ners,"  "It  Pays  to  be   a   Christian,"  "The   Great   Awak- 

'  ening,"  and  "The  Last  Supper." 

i  The  Week  of  Meetings  was  climaxed  with  a  beautiful 
communion  service  and  Love  Feast  with  45  in  attendance. 
Rev.  Gayland  Fike  assisted  in  the  service. 

The  summer  was  full  of  conventions.  On  Sunday,  June 
1 24th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melvin  Slaubaugh  reported  on  their 
Strip  to  the  National  Convention  of  the  Church  of  the 
I  Brethren  at  Eugene,  Oregon. 

The  pastor,  his  wife,  and  three  other  delegates  from 
the  church  attended  for  two  days  the  Pennsylvania  Dis- 
trict Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church.  This  was  held 
at  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  July  16-19,  at  the  3rd 
I  Church. 

The  Week  of  August  13-19  found  the  pastor  and  his 
wife  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  attending  the  National  Confer- 
ence of  the  Brethren  Church.  Some  very  good  messages 
were  heard.  We  brought  back  a  report  and  some  Sun- 
iday  School  material  for  the  Superintendent. 

On  Monday,  August  27th,  my  wife  and  I  attended  the 
'minister's  conference  of  the  West  Virginia  1st  District 
jof  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Camp  Galilee.  Many 
jof  the  problems  of  our  churches  were  there  discussed. 

i  The  last  week  of  the  pastorate  proved  to  be  an  active 
|one  for  the  church.  The  regular  evening  service  of  August 
l26th  featured  a  very  good  film  obtained  from  Elgin,  Illi- 
Inois,  entitled,  "The  Beginning  of  the  Rainbow."  Before 
[the  film  there  was  a  service  of  song  and  testimony.  About 
j45-50  were  in  attendance.  "Christian  Living"  was  the 
ttheme  of  the  program. 

;  Friday  night  August  31st,  despite  the  opening  of  the 
county  fair,  a  very  good  number  turned  out  to  hear  the 
Ambassador  Quartet  from  Ashland,  Ohio.  Slides  were 
iShown  of  the  work  of  Brethren  Youth.  The  boys  rendered 
imany  musical  numbers.  Rolf  Stolpner,  5th  of  the  group 
land  pianist,  and  German  student  who  just  gi'aduated 
Ifrom  Ashland  College,  gave  a  stirring  message,  calling 
iall  Christians,  the  world  around,  to  rally  for  the  cause 
!of  World  Peace.  The  quartet  will  be  going  to  Europe  next 
jsummer  to  sing  and  preach  the  Gospel  Message.  Rev. 
Pugh  and  Rev.  Gayland  Fike  from  the  Eglen  Church 
iwere  in  attendance.  Rev.  Donald  Matthews  from  Crelia 
was  also  here. 


Sunday,   August   19,   the   church  held  its  council  meet- 
ing and  called  Rev.  Donald  Matthews  as  its  new  pastor. 

The   Sunday  of   September   2nd   climaxed   our  ministry 
here. 

Duane  ShoUy. 

aaaaanaaDapDDagnananqnannaDaaaDagnnnpgQD 
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ATTENTION  PASTORS: 


DEFINITION: 

Cross  Country  Conference  is  a  simultaneous  conference 
on  STEWARDSHIP  conducted  in  every  church  in  the  de- 
nomination at  the   same   time. 

TIME: 

January  18,  19,  20,  1957.  You  may  conduct  the  confer- 
ence over  this  three-day  period  in  any  way  your  church 
decides. 

LEADERSHIP: 

Your  own  pastor  may  exchange  pastorates  with  another 
pastor,  or  ask  some  leader  to  come  in  and  conduct  the 
conference,  or  he  may  ask  some  qualified  Layman  in  the 
congregation  to  be  the  leader. 

MATERIALS: 

The  National  Ministerial  Association  in  cooperation 
with  the  Missionary  Board  will  provide  the  materials. 

SUPPORT: 

1.  You  must  help  your  minister  in  this  project. 

2.  See  that  the  conference  is  announced  in  your  church 
right   now. 

3.  Pray  about  this   simultaneous   conference   now. 

4.  Set  the  dates  down  on  your  church  calendar. 

SOME  MINISTERS  ARE  ALREADY  MAKING  THEIR 
PLANS— DON'T    DELAY    YOUR    PLANS. 
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Vrayer  Iflfleeting 
Studies 

'By  G.  T  §ilmer 


THE  BIBLE 

lOMEONE  HAS  SAID  that  the  Bible  is  "The  uprooter 
of  sin,  the  revealer  of  God,  the  begetter  of  life,  the 
light  of  intellect,  the  fashioner  of  law,  the  guide  of  his- 
tory, the  foe  to  superstition,  the  comfort  in  sorrow, 
the  enemy  of  oppression,  the  strength  in  weakness,  the 
star  of  death's  night,  the  promise  of  the  future,  the  path- 
way in  perplexity,  the  escape  from  temptation,  the  ill- 
uminator of  darkness,  the  secret  of  national  progress, 
the  charter  of  all  true  liberty,  the  forerunner  of  civiliza- 
tion, the  steadier  in  the  day  of  power,  the  ornament  and 
mainspring  of  literature,  the  moulder  of  institutions, 
and  government,  the  regulator  of  all  high  and  worthy 
standards,  the  answer  to  the  deepest  hunger  of  the 
heart." 

The  Bible  accounts  for  itself  (2  Peter  1:21).  It  ex- 
plains its  own  origin  (2  Tim.  3:16).  Its  writers  were 
God-inspired  (2  Samuel  23:2).  If  anyone  is  tempted  to 
doubt  the  validity  of  the  Bible  let  him  answer  the  fol- 
lowing questions:  How  did  Moses  know  that  the  heaven 
was  created  before  the  earth  (Gen.  1:1)  several  thousand 
years  before  the  Copernician  system  of  astronomy  was 
discovered  ?  How  did  Job,  contrary  to  the  wisdom  of  his 
day,  know  that  the  earth  rested  on  nothing  (Job  26:7)? 
How  did  Isaiah,  some  2,000  years  before  Columbus,  know 
that  the  earth  is  round  (Isaiah  40:20)?  How  did  Jere- 
miah, without  the  telescope  and  in  a  day  when  men 
thought  that  the  stars  numbered  around  a  1,000,  know 
that  the  stars  cannot  be  numbered  (Jer.  33:22)?  How 
did  Job  know  that  there  are  no  stars  beyond  the  North 
star  (Job  26:7)  ?  How  did  Job  know  that  the  moon  does 
not  shine  but  only  reflects  the  light  of  the  sun,  a  fact 
which  scientists  have  but  recently  discovered  (Job  25:5)? 
How  did  Moses  know  that  the  sun  is  larger  than  the 
moon,  the  ancients  contending  to  the  contrary  (Gen. 
1:16)  ?  How  did  Moses  know  that  light  existed  before^  the 
sun  appeared,  a  thing  now  believed  by  scientists  (Gen. 
1:3)?  How  did  Moses  know  that  the  life  is  in  the  blood, 
when  science  did  not  discover  this  until  1615  A.  D.  (Lev. 
17:14)? 

Archeology  is  proving  the  history  of  the  Bible  more 
reliable  than  profane  history  because  the  inspired  Word 
records  events  as  they  actually  happened.  By  no  means 
could  the  detailed  predictions  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ 
been  carried  out  with  the  intent  to  fulfill  prophecy  as 
far  as  man  was  concerned.  Christ  was  to  be  sold  for  30 
pieces  of  silver  (Zech.  11:12;  cf.  Matt.  26:14-15),  be- 
trayed by  a  friend  (Psalm  41:9;  Zech.  13:6;  cf.  Matt.  26: 
49-58),  forsaken  by  disciples  (Zech.  13:7;  cf.  Matt.  26:56), 
His  hands  and  feet  would  be  pierced  (Psalm  22:16;  cf. 
Luke  23:33),  He  would  drink  gall  and  vinegar  (Psalm 
69:21;  cf.  John  19:20-29),  they  would  part  His  gar- 
ments and  cast  lots  (Psalm  22:18;  cf.  John  19:23,  24),  the 
price  of  His  betrayal  would  go  to  the  potter's  field  (Zech. 


11:13;  cf.  Matt.  27:5-7),  etc.  In  fact,  120  prophesied  de-j 
tails  were  fulfilled  in  our  Lord's  sufferings  and  death.; 
Would  Judas  have  hung  himself  to  fulfill  prophecy  ?  | 
Would  the  priests  have  sent  the  betrayal  money  to| 
the  potter's  field  to  fulfill  the  condemnation  written 
against  them  in  the  Scripture  ? 

Now  let  us  submit  to  reasons  for  studying  the  Bible: 
It  is  a  mirror,  showing  me  myself  and  my  Savior  (James  I 
1:23,   24).    It   is  a   hammer,   to   break   hard   hearts    (Jer. 
23:29).  It  is  a  fire,  to  purify  me  from  evil   (Jer.  23:29). 
It    is    a    two-edged    sword,  to    pierce     me     through    and 
through    (Heb.   4:12).  It  is  food   to   nourish   and  sustain! 
my  soul   (Jer.  15:16).  It  is  a  lamp  and  a  light,  to  guide 
my  feet  aright  (Psalm  119:105).  It  is  good  seed,  to  pro- 
duce   a   harvest   for  God's   glory    (Matt.    13:37).   It   is   aj 
discerner,  to  keep  my  motive  always  pure  (Heb.  4:12).  It) 
is    a  sword,   to    enable   me  to   fight   for  my  King    (Eph.' 
6:7).  ; 

"How  precious  is  the  Book  divine,  J 

By  inspiration  given!  j 

Bright    as   a    lamp   its    doctrines    shine. 
To    guide    our   souls    to   Heaven." 


Sunday  School  Suggestions 

The   Sunday    School  Board   of 

The  Brethren  Church  I 

by     Jerry  Flora 


WHAT  IS  A  BEGINNER? 

BEGINNER  PUPILS  are  four  and  five  year  olds  whc 
have  not  yet  entered  first  grade.  Before  the  teachei 
can  effectively  care  for  them,  he  or  she  must  understancj 
them. 

Physical   Characteristics  % 

Restlessness  and  great  physical  activity  are  the  mos 
marked  characteristics  of  this  period.  Physical  frame 
work  is  developing  and  growing. 

The  largest  part  of  the  Beginners'  phj'sical  activity  i 
expressed  in  play.  The  child  expresses  his  imagination  j 
in  play.  The  things  that  have  made  a  great  impressioij 
on  him  are  often  I'elived  in  his  play.  Play  helps  to  pre] 
pare  the  child  for  life.  j 

Myer  Pearlman,  noted  Sunday  school  writer,  says,  "Yo 
can  teach  a  child  virtually  anything  through  play."  There, 
fore  the  Sunday  school  teacher  and  the  pupils  should  tcj 
gether  "play"  the  Bible  stories  being  presented.  | 

Mental  Characteristics  ^ 

Through  his  adventures  the  Beginner  can  solve  som 
of  his  problems.  He  is  at  the  age  where  he  phrase 
words.  Asking  questions  is  one  way  for  him  to  secui 
information.  His  needs  are  often  expressed  in  question. 
Questions  show  that  the  child  is  ready  and  willing  1 
learn. 

The  wise  teacher  will  encourage  the  Beginner  to  as 
questions  and  will  try  to  give  him  satisfactory  answer 
It  is  more  important  at  this  age  to  answer  questioi 
than  to  formally  "teach."  A  child's  development  can  1 
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seriously   affected   by  adults  who  ignore   or  ridicule  his 

Questions. 

Social  Characteristics 

Socially  the  Beginner  is  self-centered.  His  social  con- 
tacts have  been  limited  to  his  immediate  family,  close 
relatives,  and  a  few  playmates. 

Some  children  are  bossy  and  always  want  to  lead. 
Others  want  to  show  off  constantly  and  attract  atten- 
tion. Some  do  not  show  much  originality,  and  content 
themselves  with  imitating  the  show-off.  Fortunately  there 
are  cooperative  children  who  balance  these  other  types. 
The  teacher  should  try  to  turn  the  Beginner's  attention 
iiway  from  himself  by  using  stories  which  present  God  as 
Itha  Creator,  His  Son  as  the  Savior,  and  the  great  Chris- 
tian virtues    (love,  kindness,  etc.). 

Spiritual  Characteristics 

I  The  child  of  this  age  is  inherently  a  believer.  Begin- 
liers  have  great  faith;  they  believe  and  trust  implicitly. 
Of  course  they  cannot  comprehend  all  that  faith  involves, 
jjut  they  can  feel  its  results. 

I  Joining  in  prayer  at  the  family  altar,  listening  to  wor- 
shipful music,  studying  pictures  of  Jesus  blessing  the 
i^hildren — these  all  minister  to  the  Beginner.  Therefore 
|;each  him  with  many  stories  and  bright-colored  pictures. 

Remember,  the  first  six  years  are  the  most  important 
i/ears  in  the  child's  life.  It  is  here  that  lasting  impres- 
sions are  formed.  Guard  these  years;  use  them  well.  The 
vork  extended  will  pay  eternal  dividends. 


SORRY: 


I  The  Sunday  School  Lesson  Comments  for  this  week 
lad  not  arrived  at  our  press  time  dead  line.  We  hope  to 
i>ring   you    this   regular   feature   again   next    week. 
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I  YORK-ROWSEY.  Miss  Edith  Elaine  York,  daughter  of 
jVlrs.  Ellen  M.  York  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  was  united  in 
jnarriage  to  James  H.  Rowsey,  son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
jl.  H.  Rowsey  of  Milledgeville,  Illinois  in  a  double  ring 
eremony  in  the  College  Chapel  at  Ashland,  August  19, 
it  4:00  P.  M.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the 
)ridegroom's  father,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel, 
l)rother-in-law  of  the  bridegroom.  Mrs.  Phillip  Lersch,  Jr. 
vas  organist;  Miss  Nancy  Wolf  and  Marlin  McCann, 
'ocal  soloists;  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Hamel,  violinist. 

I  The  bride  was  given  in  marriage  by  Arthur  Hassig, 
ler  brother-in-law.  Miss  Mary  Ellen  York,  the  bride's 
ister,  was  maid  of  honor.  The  bridesmaids  were  Miss 
/iola  Betz,  Miss  Lila  Miller,  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Hassig, 
ister  of  the  bride.  Miss  Linda  Hassig,  niece  of  the 
i)ride,  served  as  flower  girl.  Richard  Kuns  was  the  best 
pan.  Ushers  were  Larry  Weidenhamer,  John  Flora,  and 


John  Rowsey,  brother  of  the  bridegroom.  The  newly  weds 
are  students  at  Ashland  College.  Jim  is  a  pre-seminary 
student  and  Edith  is  a  student  in  the  evening  division 
and  a  teacher  in  the  Ashland  school  system.  Upon  com- 
pletion of  their  educational  preparation  they  plan  to  go 
to  South  America  under  the  auspices  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church.  They  are  living  at  710 
Jefferson    St.,    Ashland,    Ohio. 

— H.  H.  Rowsey. 

SMITH-GODLEVSKI.  On  Saturday  evening,  August 
18th,  at  7:00  o'clock,  Miss  Connie  Lee  Smith,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  Holland,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Donald  Edward  Godlevski,  of  York,  Pennsylvania, 
at  the  Brethren  Church,  Teegarden,  Indiana,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, using  the  double-ring  sei-vice.  Miss  Smith  is 
a  member  of  the  Brethren  Church,  Teegarden,  Indiana, 
and  Mr.  Godlevski  is  a  member  of  the  North  Manchester 
Brethren  Church,  North  Manchester,  Indiana,  where  both 
are  attending  North  Manchester  College.  Reception  fol- 
lowing the  wedding  was  held  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
two  miles  in  country  from  Teegarden,  and  was  attended 
by  many  relatives  and  friends,  after  which  the  bride 
and  groom  left  for  their  new  home  in  North  Manchester, 
where  they  will  remain  until  graduation.  May  the  Lord 
bless  and  use  them  in  His  service. 

L.  O.  McCartneysmith,  Minister. 


iCath  In  EphI 


SCHRIVER.  Frank  Jacob  Schriver,  Cumberland,  passed 
out  of  this  life  at  Memorial  Hospital  September  17,  1956 
at  the  age  of  77  years,  6  months,  and  3  days.  Brother 
Schriver  was  born  in  Buck  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  March 
10,  1879;  and  was  the  son  of  the  late  George  and  Jennie 
Schriver.  In  1889  he  was  united  in  mai-riage  to  Clara 
Hendershot,  who  survives  him,  with  two  sons,  two  daugh- 
ters, one  brother,  four  sisters.  Member  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  Cumberland,  Maryland;  Senior  Deacon,  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Lay- 
men's Chorus.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  both  in  his 
beloved  Church  and  in  this  community.  Funeral  at  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  interment  at  Davis  Memorial  Cem- 
etery, Oldtown  Road,  Cumberland,  September  19th. 

L.  O.  McCartneysmith,  Minister. 

STUMP.  Ann  Elizabeth,  five  year  old  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eldon  L.  Stump,  New  Paris,  Indiana,  died  sud- 
denly the  evening  of  October  2nd  in  front  of  her  own 
home.  She  was  crossing  the  road  to  play  with  a  little 
friend  when  hit  by  a  car.  She  was  the  only  child,  and  was 
greatly  loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  Services  were  con- 
ducted in  the  New  Paris  Brethren  Church,  Friday,  Oc- 
tober 5th,  by  E.  M.  Riddle,  Pastor,  and  the  Rev.  Eldo 
Evans,  Pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

E.  M.  Riddle. 
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HEY! 
WHAT'S   GOING  ON? 


NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth  Director 

JANET  KLINGENSMITH 

Reigned  as 
HOMECOMING  QUEEN 

Ashland    College    October  20,    1956 

Proud   Parents    Rev.   and  Mrs.   J.    R.  Klingensmith 

MASONTOWN 

ALL-PENNSYLVANIA  YOUTH  RALLY 

Saturday,  November  10 

MT.  OLIVE 

B.  Y.  WORKSHOP 

FOR 

SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICT 

Youth  and  Adults 

Nov.    10    3 :00   P.   M. 

Come  and  Bring  a  Carload 

CENTER  CHAPEL 

SOUTHERN  INDIANA  YOUTH  RALLY 

Thursday,  Nov.  15    Evening 

Keep  this  date  open 

THANKSGIVING  DAY 

NOVEMBER  22,  1956 
Take  Time  to  be  Thankful 


FREMONT,  OHIO 

held  a 

LOCAL  YOUTH  RALLY 

October  27,  1956 

Recreation    Fu: 

Banquet — Film 

Speaker  j 

A  Good  Idea    Have  One  yoursell 

SMITHVILLE 

NORTHEASTERN  OHIO 

JUNIOR  YOUTH  RALLY 

Theme: 

"Thanks  be  to  god" 

Ages    9-12    Time— 10:00-2  :Sjj 

Saturday,  November  3 
Election  of  Officers 

NATIONAL  BRETHREN  YOUTH  BOARD 
FALL  MEETING  i 

Nov.  13   2:00  P.  I 

Student  Union    Ashland   Colle;  j 

1 

j 

GOSHEN 

NORTHERN  INDIANA  YOUTH  RALLY 

Sunday,    Nov.   18    3 :00  P. 

Plan  now  to  attend 

PLEASANT  HILL 

MIAMI  VALLEY  YOUTH  RALLY 
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•t«r*  e-BG^  "DS^ 

by   Helen  Jordan 


God,   Friend  Or  Stranger? 

ERIC  GILL,  the  British  sculptor,  wrote  in  his  auto- 
biography: "I  had  a  dream  in  which  I  was  walking 
in  heaven  with  my  wife,  Mary,  and  our  children.  We 
imet  Our  Lord  and  I  said  to  Him,  'This  is  Betty,  and  this 
!is  Petra  and  this  is  Joan.'  And  He  shook  hands  with 
'them  all,  and  then  I  said,  'And  this  is  Mary.'  And  he 
{said  'Oh   Mary  and  I   are  old  friends.' " 

!    What  a  wonderful  tribute! 

I  I  wonder  how  many  church  members  are  really  old 
{friends  of  God?  Maybe  you  are.  Or  maybe  you're  just 
a  nodding  acquaintance.  You  speak  to  Him  briefly  at 
|Church  on  Sunday  morning.  You  hear  a  lot  of  talk  about 
iHim,  from  the  Sunday  School  teacher  and  the  minister, 
land  then  you  go  home  and  forget  all  about  Him  until 
iNext  Sunday. 

Do  you  know  God  only  by  hearsay?  Oh,  you  know  He's 
|up  there,  always,  waiting,  in  case  you  get  into  bad 
trouble  and  need  Him. 

Think  a  minute.  When  you  have  sorrow  or  trouble, 
you  want  your  best  friends  around  to  help,  not  strangers. 
How  about  God?  Is  He  almost  a  stranger  to  you?  If  He 
jis  you  should  start  right  now  to  get  better  acquainted. 
jYou've  met  God  in  church,  now  bring  Him  into  your 
tiome,  into  your  work  and  into  your  leisure  hours. 

'  How?  Well  first  you  should  find  out  about  God.  Read 
!the  Bible  and  study  it.  That's  a  good  start,  but  you  really 
don't  know  God  until  you  can  talk  to  Him  and  feel  His 
jpresence  in  your  life. 

I  Get  down  on  your  knees  and  start  praying.  Thank  Him 
for  the  many  wonderful  things  He  has  given  you.  Tell 
iHim   your  troubles,  and  then  listen   to  His  answer. 

Don't  tell  God  what  you  think  He  ought  to  do.  He's  the 
'5ne  who  knows  the  answers.  Keep  at  it  day  after  day. 
You  will  find  that  your  little  problems  become  easier  to 
iiolve  and  when  the  big  ones  comeg  along,  you'll  find  you 
|iave  a  friend  to  turn  to.  And  some  day  in  heaven  the 
Lord  may  take  your  hand  and  say  "You  and  I,  we  are  old 
"riends." 

Mrs.   Mark   Logan, 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


Read  your 

Brethren  Evangelist 

every  week. 


JANET  KUNGENSMBTH 

reigns  as 

Ashland  College 

Homecoming  Queen 

October  20,  1956 


M 


ISS  JANET  KLINGENSMITH,  A  Sophomore  at 
Ashland,  reigned  as  Homecoming  Queen  on  the 
Ashland  College  campus,  at  festivities  on  October  20th. 
Janet  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  Ray  Klingen- 
smith.  She  is  well  known  to  many  Brethren  as  she  was  a 
part  of  the  Klingensmith  household  when  her  father 
served  as  pastor  of  a  number  of  our  churches,  at  one 
time  engaged  in  Mission  Board  work,  now  living  in  Ash- 
land and  serving  as  a  Professor  in  Ashland  Seminary. 

Queen  Janet  is  studying  in  the  field  of  Elementary  Ed- 
ucation, and  is  a  member  of  the  Chapel  Choir,  Y.  W., 
Pi  Kappa  Pi  pledge,  Girls'  Gospel  Team,  Social  Com- 
mittee and  Pep  Club. 

Our  congratulations  to  Queen  Janet.  Homecoming  Day 
was  a  success  as  to  weather,  attendance  and  festivities; 
a  success,  in  spite  of  a  rather  positive  trimming  of  the 
Ashland  football  team  by  Findlay  College. 
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A  SEASONABLE  SYLLOGISM 


A  SYLLOGISM,  as  you  may  recall,  is  a 
logical  scheme  of  argument  or  reason- 
ing; it  consists  of  a  major  premise,  a  minor 
premise  and  a  conclusion.  Let's  constioict  a 
good  example: 

Major  premise:  All  good  Brethren  join  the 
Ten  DoUar  Club; 

Minor  premise:  You  are  a  good  Brethren; 
Therefore:  You  will  join  the  Ten  Dollar  Club. 

Why  do  I  say  that  good  Brethren  join  the 
Ten  Dollar  Club?  Here's  why:  Being  a  good 
Brethren,  you  are  convinced  that  you  pos- 
sess a  wonderful  blessing  in  your  Christian 
faith;  you  believe  that  your  church  is  fol- 
lowing scriptural  teaching  more  closely  than 
any  other;  and  naturally  you  want  to  share 
these  experiences  with  others — especially 
those  with  no  Christian  faith. 

One  of  the  best  ways  by  which  we  may 
do  this  sharing  is  by  taking  our  church  into 
areas  where  it  is  needed  and  where  people 
are  asking  for  it.  Such  places  are  known 
right  now — at  Sarasota,  for  example.  There 
Brethren  people  are  now  worshipping  to- 
gether, but  they  do  not  yet  have  their  own 


building;  and  though  they  are  working  tire- 
lessly to  this  end,  they  will  need  our  help. 

The  Ten  Dollar  Club  has  already  been 
instrumental  in  helping  to  build  Brethren 
churches  at  Tucson,  Arizona,  and  at  Waynes- 
boro, Pennsylvania.  These  examples  may  be 
multiplied  many  times  over,  if  we  strength- 
en and  increase  this  means  of  outreach  of 
the  Brethren  Church.  If  we  can  enUst  a 
total  of  2,000  members,  who  give  $10.00  (or 
more)  whenever  a  call  is  issued  (never  more 
than  twice  in  one  year),  you  can  readily  see 
the  reinforcement  this  will  provide  for  our 
home  mission  endeavor. 

The  minor  premise  of  our  syllogism  only 
you  can  establish.   Are  you  a  good  Breth- 
ren?  I   believe  you  are,   or  you  would  not 
even  be  reading  the  pages  of  this  Brethren 
publication;  however,  you  must  provide  the 
answer.  Now,  if  you  have  established  these 
two   premises    (these  are   not   the   kind  of 
premises   with  "keep  off"  signs),   the  con- 
clusion is  unquestionable. 
All  good  Brethren  join  the  Ten  Dollar  Club; 
You  are  a  good  Brethren; 
Therefore:  You  will  join  the  Ten  Dollar  Club! 


EVANGEUST 

Official  Organ  of  Che  Srethren  Church 


Additional  Building  Program 
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Architect's   drawing   of   present   edifice    and   new   building   now   going   up 

(Story  on   Page  Ten) 


VOL  LXXVIII 


November    10,    1956 


No.  44 


Proclaiming  the   WHOLE   GOSPEL,  for  the   WHOLE   WORLD 


PAGE  TWO 


Items  of  general   Interest 


BETHLEHEM  BRETHREN,  HARRISONBURG,  VIR- 
GINIA. Guest  speaker  in  the  Bethlehem  church  on  Oc- 
tober 28th  was  Brother  Paul  M.  Naff,  of  Dayton,  Vir- 
ginia. Brother  Naff  also  assisted  in  the  Bethlehem  com- 
munion service,  which  was  held  the  evening  of  October 
14th. 

MT.  OLIVE  BRETHREN,  McGAHEYSVILLE,  VIR- 
GINIA. Brother  Paul  M.  Naff,  of  Dayton,  Virginia,  was 
the  scheduled  guest  speaker  at  the  November  4th  morn- 
ing  and    evening    services   in   the   Mt.    Olive    church. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  Union  Thanksgiving 
Service  is  to  be  held  in  the  St.  James  Brethren  church 
the  evening  of  November  21st. 

Brother  Freeman  Ankrum  reports  a  Rally  Day  at- 
tendance of  191.  "Full  house"  is  reported  for  the  church 
service. 

MAURERTOWN,  VIRGINIA.  In  this  column  last  week 
we  reported  that  Brother  E.  L.  Miller  planned  to  return 
home  from  the  hospital  on  October  20th.  We  now  note 
in  addition  to  returning  home,  he  conducted  the  Com- 
munion Service  in  his  church  the  evening  of  October  21st. 
After  spending  several  weeks  recuperating  at  his  daugh- 
ters in  Washington,  D.  C.,  Brother  Miller  plans  to  return 
to  his  pulpit  about  the  middle  of  November.  Let  us  con- 
tinue to   pray  for  Brother   Miller's   recovery. 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  Sunday  evening,  October  28th,  the 
Laymen  presented  their  public  service,  with  Mr.  Ear 
Dibert,  who  spoke  on  the  subject,  "The  Laymen's  Viev 
of  Missions  in  Africa." 

MAIN  STREET  BRETHREN,  MEYERSDALE,  PENNA 
A  farewell  carry-in  supper  was  held  for  Brother  an( 
Sister  Horace  Huse  on  October  28th  in  the  Church 
Brother  and  Sister  Huse  have  now  moved  to  their  nevj 
pastorate  at  Loree,  Indiana. 

THIRD    BRETHREN,   JOHNSTOWN,   PENNA.   Johns! 
town    Third    was    one    of   nine    West   End  area    churche 
which  joined  in  a  religious  survey  of  the  community  oi 
November  4th.  i 

Third  Brethren's  annual  Game  Supper  is  scheduled  fo  ■ 
the   evening  of  November  12th.  | 

Brother  Clarence  Stogsdill  reports  that  Prayer  Meet 
ing  and  Bible  Study  attendance  is  averaging  about  30  t : 
35  each  week.  j 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  Family  Night  was  held  on  Octobe 
27th.  I 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  At  the  W.  M.  S.  Public  Sei 
vice  on  October  28th,  Dean  Delbert  Flora,  of  Ashlan 
Seminary,   presented   pictures  of  his   Holy   Land   travel;' 

HILLCREST  BRETHREN,  DAYTON,  OHIO.  Novembe 
has  been  designated  as  "Loyalty  Month." 


(More    Interesting    Items,    Coming    Events,    and    othct 
Announcements   on    Page    11) 


ATTENTION:   LITERATURE  SECRETARIES 
AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Fourth  Quarter  Order  Blanks  have  been  mailed.  If  you 
fail  to  receive  one,  please  notify  the  office. 

BE  SURE  TO  RETURN  THEM  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE 
to  insure  receiving  your  Sunday  School  supplies  on  time. 
ORDER  NOW,  AND  AVOID  DELAY. 

The   Brethren    Publishing   Company, 
Ashland,   Ohio. 
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^     desire  —  Strivmg  —  Attainment 


A  LL  AROUND  US  are  the  changing  patterns 
'^*'  of  life.  Sometimes  we  are  amazed  at  the 
I'apidity  with  which  a  certain  stabilized  situation 
ban  become  a  mass  of  confusion.  How  true  it  is 
i;hat  "Yesterday  is  not  today,"  How  true  it  also 
js  that  "Today  is  not  tomorrow." 

The  rapidly  changing  world  situation,  which 
;ven  as  we  write  these  words,  seems  to  be  chang- 
,ng  faster  than  we  can  keep  up  with  it,  is  cause 
'or  grave  concern  by  many.  Egypt,  Israel,  Eng- 
land, France,  Hungary,  Russia — who  can  predict 
!;he  situation  by  the  time  these  words  find  their 
vay  to  your  home?  How  true  it  is  that  "Yester- 
'lay  is  not  today  and  today  is  not  tomorrow!" 

I  DESIRE. 

Men  have  ever  sought  to  bring  about  a  secur- 
ty  in  a  world  which  knows  little  of  it.  Men  would 
ike  to  bring  about  a  changelessness  in  a  chang- 
,ng  world.  But  do  we  find  it?  No!  The  hymn 
vriter  has  aptly  put  it : 

"Change  and  decay  in  all  around  I  see." 

But  wait,  all  is  not  lost.  We  turn  to  God's  Holy 
iVord,  and  we  find  therein  a  peace  and  a  way 
(vhereby  in  the  face  of  earth's  changing  hours, 
ive  can  enjoy  a  stability  of  mind  and  heart.  We 
lire  told,  "Here  we  have  no  continuing  city,  but 


v/e  seek  one  to  come."  We  are  told  that  "flesh  and 
blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God."  Thus 
we  gain  the  comprehension  that  our  desire  for 
stability  comes  in  a  spiritual  manner,  stabilizing 
our  mind  and  spirit  in  an  unstable  earthly  life 
and  assures  us  of  perfect  peace  and  happiness 
in  the  world  to  come. 

STRIVING. 

We  next  discover  that  peace,  stability,  etc., 
com.e  to  those  who  "overcome."  The  Revelation 
lists  the  rewards  for  those  who  "overcome." 
Christ  also  said,  "Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled, 
ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me."  We  learn 
also  that  the  first  Adam  was  made  a  living  soul; 
the  Second  Adam  (Christ)  a  quickening  Spirit. 
Christ  also  said,  "I  am  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and 
the  Life." 

Thus  it  is  that  with  Desire,  we  also  Strive, 
for  we  know  that  without  faith  it  is  impossible 
to  please  God.  We  also  knov/  that  "faith  without 
works,  is  dead."  Real  dead!  We  are  not  saved  by 
our  works;  they  are  a  manifestation  and  proof 
of  our  faith.  Ours  is  a  dead  faith,  if  in  this  pres- 
ent troubled  world  we  do  not  exercise  Christian 
witness,  and  Christian  service.  Now  as  never  be- 
fore, we  are  under  constraint  to  present  a  pos- 
itive witness  of  Christian  faith  in  action. 

ATTAINMENT. 

To  the  victor  is  the  crown.  To  the  winner  of 
the  race,  the  prize.  Attainment,  with  its  benefits 
goes  to  those  who  have,  with  Desire,  striven  and 
who  have  not  grown  weary  in  the  strife. 

Christian  influence  is  desperately  needed  right 
now!  Tlie  best  opportunity  we've  ever  had  to  be 
a  real  Christian  friend  and  brother,  is  upon  us. 
It  may  be  our  last.  Let  us  waste  not  the  precious, 
opportunity  filled  hours,  to  tell  men  of  the  saving 
Christ;  to  tell  men  how  to  live  peacefully  in 
Christ.  W.  S.  B. 
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iren  Cliurch  His 

by  Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum 


Frederick  County,  Maryland, 

Pioneers 


ABOUT  THE  YEAR  1729  or  a  little  earlier,  the 
Germans  first  became  aware  of  the  beauty  and  fer- 
tility of  Frederick  County,  Maryland.  The  Port  of  Phila- 
delphia was  the  favorite  landing  place  of  the  German 
emigrants.  Virginia  at  this  time  was  attempting  to  at- 
tract settlers  for  her  valleys  and  tideland  plains.  Many 
attempting  to  cross  Maryland  by  the  Monocacy  route  were 
Interested  in  the  well  watered  terrain.  They  were  at- 
tracted by  the  offers  they  received  and  decided  to  investi- 
gate; learning  of  Lord  Baltimore's  liberal  offer,  wherein 
each  family  settling  upon  his  territory  would  receive  200 
acres  in  fee,  only  paying  a  rental  of  4  shillings  for  each 
hundred  acres.  Since  the  first  payment  was  not  until  the 
end  of  three  years,  they  wisely  decided  to  go  no  further 
and  this  was  the  beginning  of  the  movement  which  soon 
made  Frederick  county  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and 
best  cultivated  counties  in  America. 

While  numbers  of  various  religious  persuasions  came 
to  the  county,  it  was  not  long  until  the  Brethren,  or  as 
many  historians  call  them,  "The  Dunkards,"  soon  settled 
along  the  water  courses  and  in  the  beautiful  and  fertile 
valleys  shut  in  by  the  western  mountain  wall.  The  writer 
has  been  interested  in  various  Historians'  description  of 
the  Peace  churches.  Frequently  they  state  in  time  of 
war,  "all  volunteered  except  the  Quakers  and  the  Dunk- 
ards." It  was  hard  for  Historians  to  understand  the  non- 
resistant  people  like  the  Moravians,  Quakers,  Dunkards 
and  Mennonites. 

When  the  first  settlers  came  they  were  a  long  way 
from  eastern  sea  board  civilization.  The  only  protection 
from  danger  was  the  mountain  rampart,  and  unfortu- 
nately it  had  gaps  and  passes  through  which  the  maraud- 
ing Indian  came.  Our  early  forefathers  were  nien  of 
stamina  or  they  would  never  have  challenged  the  wilder- 
ness as  they  did.  Many  of  the  settlers  were  of  course 
born  across  the  seas  in  Germany. 

We  only  learn  by  contrasts,  and  have  no  other  method 
of  measurement.  In  these  days,  with  so  many  labor  sav- 
ing appliances,  it  might  be  a  help  to  us  to  appreciate 
them,  if  we  will  roll  back  the  pages  of  the  years  and 
sojourn  with  the  German  settlers  in  Frederick  County. 


The  home  life  of  the  German  settlers  was  simple,  an 
regular.  There  were  few  if  any  drones  among  ther 
They  went  to  bed  early  and  arose  before  the  sun  in  tl 
morning.  It  was  not  their  habit  to  turn  night  into  da; 
No  matter  how  prosperous  the  farmer  might  be  the  soi 
worked  in  the  fields  with  him,  and  the  labor  was  in  tt 
main,  hand  labor.  The  daughters  had  their  tasks  in  aid' 
ing  their  mother  and  were  not  above  helping  at  timti 
with  the  outside  work. 

The  early  settlers  were  separated  by  long  miles  fro' 
mai'ket,  and  roads  were  in  the  main,  bad.  They  were  toi 
very   great    extent  self   sustained    in   their   homes.     Til 
women   carded    wool,    sheared  their   own   flocks,  spun 
into   yarn,   wove   it  upon  clumsy  hand  made   looms  inj 
excellent  wearing  fabrics.  These  in  turn  were  dyed  ai 
made   into   garments   by  the   wife  and  daughters  of  tl' 
farmer.  The  linsey  for  the  women's  dresses  was  dyed  j 
bright   colors   and   a  frock   or   suit  of   clothes   would   la| 
for  a  long  time.  When  it  finally  wore  out  it  was  not  di 
carded  but  was  cut  up  into  carpet  rags.  Again  the  ca 
pet  loom  was  brought  into  being  and  lo  and  behold  th| 
which  they  once  wore  was  now  walked  upon  in  the  foi 
of    carpets    of   brilliant    colors  with    substantial    wearii 
qualities.    The   spinning   wheel    was   a   part   of  the   fai 
household,  and   many   of   the   people  were   possessors 
looms.  From  their  own  cultivated  flax,  the  women  ma 
their   linen;    they   also   made    their   woolen  goods.   Thtil 
wants  were  supplied  by  the  independent  mechanic.  Thej 
were  no  big  factories.  In  each  community  was  to  be  fou' 
the  wagon  maker,  its  shoemaker,  its  blacksmith,  its  tinki[ 
its  plow  maker  and  its  cabinet  maker.  t 

There  was  little  for  the  thrifty  farmer  to  buy.  I 
wheat  was  ground  into  flour  in  the  neighboring  m. 
Mills  dotted  the  water  courses  in  time.  The  Miller  toj: 
his  toll  from  the  grist.  The  flour  was  baked  into  bre  1 
in  the  great  bake-oven  which  stood  outside  the  kitchj. 
The  bottom  of  the  oven  was  a  large,  flat  stone  or  an  irjl 
plate,  and  over  this  was  built  an  arch  of  stone,  wal  |l 
at  the  back  and  with  an  iron  door  in  the  front.  The  ijj 
for  baking  was  made  within  the  oven  and  when  the  cji 
became  sufficiently  heated  the  coals  and  the  ashes  w  j; 
removed  with  a  scraper,  the  bottom  plate  or  stone  brusl  jl 
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:lean  and  then  the  bread  or  pies  to  be  baked  were  put  in 
with  a  paddle  shaped  implement.  The  door  was  then  closed 
md  the  baking-  was  perfect.  The  writer  as  a  small  boy 
n  Ohio  "picked"  holes  in  many  a,  loaf  after  it  had  come 
)ut  of  the  old  bake-oven.  They  were  picked  on  the  rear 
!o  their  discovery  would  be  delayed  as  long  as  possible, 
rhe  German  women  were  famous  as  good  house  keepers 
md  provided  abundant  larders.  Needless  to  state  that 
;ome  of  their  house  keeping  customs  have  come  down 
;o  the  present  time. 

In  early  days  Frederick  was  abundantly  supplied  with 
ipple  orchards.  Spraying  was  unnecessary  in  those  days 
md  fruit  of  all  kinds  was  plentiful.  In  the  autumn  the 
ipples  were  gathered,  some  buried  in  the  ground  after 
)eing  covered  with  leaves  or  straw,  some  placed  in  the 
;ommodious  cellars  and  the  culls  made  into  cider.  Much 
)f  this  cider,  when  it  was  sweet  was  used  in  making  the 
seasons  supply  of  apple  butter.  Western  Maryland  was 
'amous  for  this  product.  To  make  this  "butter,"  great 
topper  kettles,  large  enough  to  hold  thirty  or  forty  gal- 
ons  of  cider,  were  used.  A  kettle  was  filled  about  half 
'ull  of  sweet  cider  and  put  over  a  fire  to  boil.  Into  the 
poiling  cider  a  quantity  of  apples  were  dumped,  after 
jhey  had  been  pared  and  cut  into  small  pieces.  After 
dmost  endless  hours,  so  it  seemed  to  the  writer  as  a 
iioy,  when  it  had  been  reduced  to  the  proper  consistency, 
c  was  then  placed  in  stone  crocks.  Each  stone  crock 
eld  about  a  gallon  and  was  carefully  placed  on  the  shelf 
a.  the  store  room  for  future  use.  So  much  cider  apple 
utter  was  made  in  the  Author's  boyhood  home  in  Ohio 
uring  his  boyhood  that  from  that  time  on  it  has  lost  its 
Ippeal.  In  the  old  days  in  the  Gei-man  neighborhood  the 
aring  and  the  slicing  of  apples  was  made  an  occasion 
or  a  frolic.  A  supper  would  be  prepared  and  a  number 
ijf  young  people  of  both,  sexes  would  be  invited  to  supper 
\nd.  to  do  the  work.  The  merry  making  was  final  recom- 
pense for  the  labors  involved.  These  affairs  were  called 
iSchnitzing  Bees" — schnitzen  being  the  name  for  the 
liced  apples. 

I  The  digging  of  wells  through  the  rock  ribbed  part  of 
Frederick  County,  was  a  slow  and  costly  work,  therefore 
lie  settlers  built  their  log,  and  finally  stone  houses, 
ose  to  the  streams  and  springs  where  water  was  acces- 
,ble.  The  first  houses  were  built  of  logs  and  as  the  peo- 
le  became  more  prosperous  they  built  them  of  stone,  of 
jhich  there  was  an  abundance,  and  of  hand  made  and 
land  fired  brick  made  on  the  scene.  Frederick  and  Wash- 
[igton  Counties,  limestone  counties,  are  noted  today  for 
leir  stately  limestone  houses.  The  early  Germans  made 
le  erection  of  large  barns  for  their  stock  and  equipment 
leir  first  care.  This  idea   is   still  found  in  the   German 


settled  sections  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  They  were 
first  built  of  logs,  later  hewn  logs  and  then  weather- 
boarded  or  made  of  stone  altogether.  They  were  known 
as  "Switzer  Barns."  The  "Raising"  of  a  barn  was  the 
occasion  for  a  great  gathering  of  the  people  of  the  com- 
munity. Social  events  were  few  and  far  between  and  were 
usually  connected  with  that  which  was  an  aid  in  getting 
their  work  done.  Work  lost  much  of  its  edge  when  it  was 
camouflaged  with  a  frolic.  There  were  husking  bees,  when 
the  year's  crop  of  corn  was  shucked,  and  "quilting  bees" 
where  the  gaudy  colored  bed  quilts  still  to  be  found  in 
the  county  were  made. 

Every  family  had  its  flock  of  geese.  The  old  ganders 
running  with  outsti'etched  necks  hissing  savagely  were 
the  fear  of  every  small  boy.  The  feathers  which  were 
pulled  from  the  squawking  geese  were  used  for  the  needed 
feather  beds  and  pillows.  Bed  rooms  were  seldom  warmed 
and  therefore  the  necessity  for  warmer  beds  and  volumin- 
ous covers. 

The  Library  of  the  early  home  was  not  extensive.  It 
consisted  of  the  Bible  and  the  German  hymn  book  in  the 
main,  and  the  German  almanac.  Some  time  after  the  set- 
tlement of  the  county  it  was  likely  that  much  of  their 
German  material  was  the  product  of  Christopher  Saurs 
Press  in  Germantown,  Pennsylvania.  The  Saur  almanac  in 
those  days  was  what  the  Gruber  almanac,  printed  in 
Hagerstown  today  as  it  has  been  for  many  years,  is  to 
the  native.  The  old  almanac  told  the  time  of  the  sun  rise 
and  the  sun  setting.  This  furnished  a  guide  in  the  setting 
of  their  clocks.  A  person  with  a  watch  was  a  rarity.  The 
phases  of  the  moon  were  ascertained.  This  regulated  much 
of  the  farm  work.  It  was  constant  practice  to  do  a  cer- 
tain work  in  the  dark  of  the  moon  and  other  work  in  the 
light  of  the  moon.  Certain  vegetables  had  to  be  planted  in 
the  "upgoing."  Then  the  old  clap-board  shingles  must  be 
placed  on  the  building  in  the  right  sign  to  keep  them 
from  cui'ling  upward.  Butchering  must  be  in  the  right  sign 
or  there  is  dire  consequences.  The  fence  posts  must  be 
planted  in  the  right  sign  or  they  will  come  up  out  of 
the  ground.  It  would  have  been  just  as  sacrilegious  to 
question  the  influence  of  the  moon  on  the  weather  as  to 
question  the  statements  of  their  German  Holy  Writ. 

The  great  bodies  of  German  settlers  were  either  me- 
chanics or  men  who  were  intent  on  making  homes  for 
themselves  upon  the  farms.  They  were  satisfied  with 
small  farms  which  they  worked  for  themselves,  and  they 
worked  them  well.  The  English  speaking  peoples  came 
and  secured  large  tracts  of  land,  working  them  in  the 
main  with  slave  labor.  The  German  settled  section  of  the 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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FIVE  YEARS  AT  TUCSON 


T   WISH  YOU  COULD  ALL  have  joined  us  for  our  fall 

candlelight  communion.  It  was  the  tenth  one  in  our 
church,  with  one  hundred  twenty-three  communicants — 
twenty-five  moi'e  than  we  prepared  for;  but  we  were  so 
happy  to  make  room  for  all.  About  thirty  of  them  were 
attending  their  first  Brethren  communion. 

With  235  on  our  Sunday  school  roil  and  over  150  in 
Sunday  school  ever  since  our  return  from  Conference,  we 
are  again  wondering  where  our  next  class  will  meet,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  Sanctuary  class  the  rooms  are 
full.  We  had   167  for  our  Rally  Day. 

Our  church  is  nearly  full  for  worship,  but  by  installing 
pews  we  will  have  room  for  a  few  more.  We  can  plan 
for  duplicate  worship  services  on  Sundays;  but  we  are 
putting  it  off  as  long  as  possible,  because  we  love  the 
Brethren  fellowship  of  all  being  together  at  once,  at  least 
for  worship. 

We  have  three  consecrated  couples  heading  up  our  ac- 
tive youth  groups  that  plan  more  activity  for  our  young 
people    than   this  aging   pastor   can  keep   track   of. 

The  Sunday  and  Wednesday  night  services  are  so 
amply  rewarding  that  it  makes  the  planning  of  interest- 
ing studies  and  meetings  for  them  each  week  a  joy. 

This  fall  our  major  emphasis  in  teaching  and  preach- 
ing is  on  tithing  and  the  joy  of  sharing  in  the  Lord's 
work.  We  grow  in  numbers  a  bit  faster  than  in  finances. 


but  we  are  anxiously  looking  to  the  day  in  the  near  fu-j 
ture  when  we  will  be  independent  of  your  wonderful  gifts} 
and  support,  with  which  over  the  recent  years  you  havcj 
helped  us  get  started. 

The  Ten  Dollar  Club  did  it  all,  and  we're  now  helping! 
to  do  it  for  others! 

We  were  happy  to  hear  the  Mission  Board  is  offerinij 
another  valuable  service  for  the  brotherhood  in  the  fornj 
of  a  Church  Building  Consultant.  We  hope  in  the  nea:L 
future  we  will  have  the  opportunity  to  get  some  good  ad; 
vice  from  him  for  future  proposals  of  expanding  our  fa 
cilities. 

We  want  also  to  thank  the  Missionary  Board  for  th[ 
excellent  care  and  concern  for  the  pastor's  home.  Th 
redecoration  of  the  interior  this  fall  shows  they  are  care 
ful  for  the  upkeep  of  their  parsonages  and  churchei 
both  of  which  they  still  own  in  our  Tucson  congregatioi 

You  and  the  Board  are  to  be  commended  for  the  wa   j 
you  have  started  and  supported  the  church  here.  It  W2, 
NOT  a  mistake;  it  was  a  wonderful  venture  and  we  wouli 
still  recommend  that  it  be  repeated  many  times  over  e| 
a  rewarding  method  in  extending  His  Kingdom. 

SUPPORT   YOUR   MISSIONS— "He   that  converteth 
sinner  from  the  error  of  his  way  shall  save  a  soul  fro?^ 
death." 

Rev.  Vernon  D.  Grisso.  i 


(BK 
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WHAT  ABOUT  PHOENIX? 


Reverend  Vernon  Grisso 

FOR  NINE  MONTHS,  about  every  thirty  to  sixty  days, 
I  have  been  spending  a  day  or  two  in  the  Phoenix 
area  (120  miles  from  Tucson),  searching  out  and  con- 
tacting Brethren  who  have  moved  there.  In  that  time 
we  have  found  approximately  fifty  Brethren  or  former 
Brethren.  No  one  can  estimate  how  many  more  are 
there  that  we  know  nothing  about.  In  a  growing  com- 
munity of  about  300,000  people,  our  brief  contacts  have 
been  on  the  surface  at  best. 

At  present.  Reverend  Carl  Grove,  a  former  Brethren 
from  Milford,  Indiana,  and  a  minister  in  the  United 
Missionary  Church  (now  unattached)  is  interested  in  and 
working  with  our  people  between  our  intermittent  visits. 
They  are  holding  services  at  the  Pulaski  Club,  4331  E. 
McDowell  Road,  each  Sunday  at  10:00  and  11:00  o'clock. 
It  is  only  a  trial  period  of  one  month.  Phoenix  is  a  point 
for  prayers  of  the  entire  Brotherhood  that  the  Lord  may 
lead  us  to  meet  the  needs  of  His  work  in  a  great  city. 

Our  Tucson  Brethren  are  desirous  of  having  a  sister 
church  somewhere  in  our  state  that  would  ease  the  situa- 
tion of  isolationism  from  fellowship.  Some  of  these  Breth- 
ren at  Phoenix  are  yearning  for  a  church  of  their  own. 


Many  are  attending  other  churches;  whereas  still  othe 
have  joined  other  denominations.  | 

Such  a  situation  should  not  be  disregarded.  Thej 
Brethren  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  completely  absorb- 
by  other  churches;  yet,  until  we  have  a  church  in  tj 
area,  we  cannot  expect  too  much  attraction,  loyalty  I 
enthusiasm   for  our  own   denomination. 


Committee:  E.  M.  Riddle, 
J.  D.  Hamel, 
Everett   Miller. 


KEEP  THE  CARDS  COMING 

When  your  church  has  chosen  a  representative 
for  promoting  the  TEN  DOLLAR  CLUB,  please  see 
that  the  name  is  sent  to  the  committee  named  on 
the  card  which  pastors  and  church  secretaries  re- 
ceived,  together  with  a  letter,  some  time  ago. 

CO-OPERATION   IS   THE   WORD,   if  we  are  ta]§^ 
reach  that  goal  of  2,000  members. 
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V^alley  of  Virginia,  the  Shenandoah,  was  not  a  slave  hold- 
ing section  of  the  country.  There  were  some  but  they 
ivere  few  indeed. 

Among  the  many  names  of  the  German  Baptist  people, 
as  they  were  called  years  ago,  was  a  family  connected 
for  many  generations  with  the  church.  The  name  of  the 
Family  was  Harshman.  The  first  Harshman  came  from 
Germany  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  Mid- 
iletown  Valley.  This  is  one  of  Maryland's  most  beautiful 
and  fertile  valleys.  It  lays  between  Braddock's  Height  on 
the  east  and  South  Mountain  on  the  west.  It  was  the 
favorite  spot  of  the  early  German  settlers.  It  was  from 
this  valley  that  the  thrifty  German  people  chased  the 
purveyors  of  the  first  friction  match  which  had  been  made 
n  Thurmont.  They  said  they  did  not  want  their  barns 
jumed.  Just  to  pass  through  it  is  to  appreciate  their 
?ood  judgment  in  their  choice  of  location.  It  was  in  this 
l/alley  that  the  progenitor  of  the  Harshmans  settled.  The 
)riginal  Harshman  was  a  "Dunkard"  preacher  and  in- 
stilled his  virtues  into  his  family.  His  descendants  were 
fjome  of  the  most  thrifty  and  extensive  land  holders  in 
M'rederick  County.  The  Harshman  and  the  Grossnickle 
family  intermarried,  giving  a  strong  background  for  the 
■rerman  Baptist  Churches  of  the  county.  John  E.  Harsh- 
nan  was  a  great  grandson  of  the  original  Harshman. 
There  are  among  his  descendants  a  son  one  Emerson 
llarshman,  who  lives  not  far  from  the  St.  James  com- 
jtiunity.  It  was  the  privilege  of  the  writer  to  baptize  him 
|,nd  receive  him  into  membership  of  the  St.  James  Breth- 
!en  Church,  his  wife  coming  by  letter  from  another 
jJrethren  church. 

■  The  name  of  Grossnickle  plays  a  prominent  part  in  the 
;arly  life  of  the  Brethren  people  in  Middletown  Valley. 
)avid  Grossnickle,  long  Pastor  of  the  Beaver  Dam 
hurch,    was    bom    in    Middletown    Valley,    December    7, 

i828. 

I  The   Middletown   Valley  congregation  of  the   Brethren 

3  the  oldest  congregation  in  Frederick  County.  In  1756 

Daniel   Leatherman,    an    ordained   Elder    in    the    church 

jame   from    York    County,   Pennsylvania,   and   settled   in 

'he  northern  part  of  the  valley.   Others  soon  came  and 

a   1760  the    Middletown   Valley  Church    was    organized 

jdth  15  members.  Unfortunately  for  the  Historian,  early 

iecords   were   lost  and   no   doubt  were  fragmentary  and 

herefore    we   have    suffered    an   irreparable     loss.      The 

Itiurch  grew  slowly  and  from   1760  until   1800  they  had 

0   places    of  worship    other   than   their   homes  or   large 

larns. 

Another  old  Church  in  Frederick  County  is  Beaver  Dam, 

I'hich   is   located  between   Johnsville   and  Union   Bridge. 

t  is  approximately  one  mile  off  the  state  highway  in  a 

coded  dell,  which  speaks  of  more  peace  than  was  always 

)  be  found.  For  in  the  same  vicinity  is  another  church 

1th   Dunker   ancestry    which    was    born    of    strife.    The 

rst  Frederick  County  church  with  Dunker  ancestry  was 

iiilt  in  the  present  hamlet  of  Harmony  about  1800.  The 

ames  of   Harshman,    Grossnickle   and    Leatherman   were 

i3fiong  the  leading  Elders.  The  house  was  small  but  it 

brved  its  purpose  for  nearly  a  half  century.  In  1847  a 


house  was  built  in  the  valley  by  the  rippling  Catoctin 
creek.  In  1899  the  present  large  commodious  house  was 
built  of  brick,  and  serves  the  community  well.  The  church 
honored  some  of  its  pioneers  by  giving  it  the  name  of 
Grossnickle.  Upon  the  hillside  just  back  of  it  rest  from 
their  labors  many  whose  names  are  familiar  and  who 
gave  of  their  all  that  there  might  be  preserved  a  faith. 
It  might  be  well  to  list  some  of  the  Elders  of  other 
days.  We  have  mentioned  some  and  need  not  relist  them. 
Christian  Harshman,  preached  mostly  in  German.  There 
were  among  the  Elders  of  yesterday,  Ezra  Gilbert,  Dan- 
iel Boyer,  Daniel  P.  Saylor,  George  Grossnickle  who  moved 
to  North  Manchester,  Indiana  about  the  time  of  the  Civil 
War,  Jonathan  Baker  and  the  Evangelist  gifted  in  song, 
Daniel  F.  Stouffer.  He  led  many  of  the  song  services  at 
the  Annual  Meetings  and  pei'haps  the  last  was  when  the 
Conference  was  held  in  Frederick,  Maryland,  in  June  1897. 
Then  there  were  later  Ministers,  namely  John  Bussard, 
George  S.  Harp,  and  Charles  Ausherman.  We  shall  not 
pass  up  Solomon  Stoner,  George  Sappington,  David 
Stones,  Daniel  Metz,  Calvin  Main  and  Jesse  Kline  of 
modern  days. 

The  Church  at  Myersville  is  of  interest  to  the  writer 
because  there  was  brought  from  Schwarzenau  a  stone 
which  has  been  imbedded  in  the  foundation.  It  speaks 
of  early  days  in  Germany  when  the  church  was  bom. 

Time  and  space,  and  the  patience  of  the  reader  would 
be  too  short  to  list  in  detail  more  regarding  the  numer- 
ous churches  of  the  County.  It  is  our  desire  to  give  the 
beginning  along  with  a  pen  picture  of  the  life  and  sur- 
roundings of  days  now  in  the  unrecallable  past.  Pages 
of  early  histories  and  early  traditions  handed  down  by 
early  writers  throw  much  light  upon  the  lives  of  our  fore- 
fathers. Looking  back  we  see  only  the  bright  and  more 
pleasant  side  of  their  lives.  We  realize  little  of  the  strug- 
gles they  had,  with  Indians  and  the  wilderness  on  every 
hand.  Far  from  their  home  land  they  were  to  find  graves 
in  the  wilderness  and  many  of  them  sleep  today  in  un- 
marked graves  upon  the  land  where  they  labored,  sacrificed 
and  died. 

The  writer  is  inclined  to  feel  that  we  take  too  lightly 
our  blessings  of  the  day,  and  do  not  give  to  those  who 
made  our  existence  as  a  church  possible,  the  full  measure 
of  devotion  that  they  deserve. 

St.  James,  Maryland. 


BRING  THE  NEED 

A  man  once  went  into  a  chemist's  shop  and 
said:  "If  you  please,  mister,  can  you  give  me 
something  for  a  bad  cold?" 

The  chemist  said:  "Have  you  brought  a  pre- 
scription with  you?" 

No,"  I  ain't  no  got  no  prescription  with  me, 
but  I've  brought  my  cold  with  me  to  be  cured." 

How  often  sinners,  seeking  a  cure  for  sin,  try 
to  bring  their  prescription  to  God!  But  He  asks 
for  nothing,  save  that  the  sinner  should  say,  "Just 
as  I  am  without  one  plea,  but  that  Thy  blood  was 
shed  for  me." — Sel. 
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NEW  PARIS,  INDIANA 

The  New  Paris,  Brethren  Church,  on  September  23rd, 
chose  by  open  ballot  two  deacons  and  two  deaconesses. 
The  Pastor  read  appropriate  scripture  and  gave  ample 
explanation  concerning  the  method  of  procedure  and  the 
duties  of  these  offices.  These  two  couples  both  of  whom 
are  earnest  and  reliable  people  of  the  church  will  be  set 
apart  for  this  special  service  at  an  evening  hour,  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Rally  Day  and  Home  Coming  was  observed  September 
30th.  A  goodly  number  of  former  members  and  friends 
returned  for  the  day.  Lovely  decorations,  good  attendance, 
excellent  music  and  a  bounteous  dinner  helped  to  make 
it  a  pleasant  day.  There  was  an  afternoon  service  at 
which  time  the  Middesingers  of  Middlebury  (a  chorus 
of  fifteen  voices)  gave  a  most  excellent  program.  Dur- 
ing the  service  greetings  were  brought  by  the  Reverend 
W.  Irvin  Duker  now  a  resident  of  Milford  and  by  Rev- 
erend Woodrow  Immel  of  New  Paris,  serving  the  Milford 
church.  The  Pastor  also  spoke  briefly  of  the  occasion. 

E.  M.  Riddle. 


LINWOOD,  MARYLAND 

Our  Thirtieth  Annual  Homecoming  is  now  history.  All 
three  of  our  services  were  largely  attended.  Friends  at- 
tended from  Chicago,  III.;  Baltimore,  Hagerstown,  St. 
James,  Maryland;  Waynesboro,  York,  Penna;  and  from 
the  local  community  and  nearby  communities.  The  Gov- 
ernor, along  with  his  wife,  driven  by  a  Corporal,  were 
on  time  for  the  evening  meal  and  for  the  evening  ser- 
vice. The  services  of  the  day,  we  are  sure,  were  an  in- 
spiration and  a  blessing  to  all.  Our  Communion  was  held 
the  evening  of  World  Wide  Communion  Day,  with  65 
present. 

Bruce  C.  Shanholtz,  Pastor. 


REVIVAL  AT  TEEGARDEN,   INDIANA 

The  writer  has  just  returned  from  his  vacation  and 
would  like  to  share  with  Evangelist  readers  a  few  of 
his  experiences.  Our  "vacation"  was  spent  at  Teegarden, 
Indiana,  where  we  were  privileged  to  lead  the  Brethren 
in  their  revival  services^  and  we  feel  that  it  was  a  vaca- 
tion well-spent. 

Although  not  a  large  church,  numerically,  the  Tee- 
garden  Brethren  Church  is  giving  a  good  account  of  itself 


in  the  community  and  area  in  which  it  is  located.  Here 
is   a   group   of  men   and   women    who    are    Brethren    in 
every  sense  of  the  word^not  only  in  their  church  affil- 
iation but  also   in  their  relationships  with  one  another! 
They  are  loyal  to  the  local  church;  they  are  loyal  to  the 
denomination;  and  above  all  they  are  loyal  to  their  Lord.! 
It   was  a   real   treat   to  this    preacher    to    stand    before 
these    folks  night   after   night   and   to    be    able   to   bring 
the    message    of   God's  Word   to     them.    The    Teegarden 
Brethren  believe  that  the  preached  word  should  "comfort 
the  afflicted,  and  afflict  the  comfortable,"  and  it  was  a  ■ 
source   of   real   joy    to    the    evangelist   to   be    encouraged  I 
from  time  to  time  by  an  enthusiastic  "Amen"  from  the  i 
congregation.  i 

During   the   two   weeks  we   were   able   to   get  into  the , 
homes  of  a  number  of  folks  in  the  community  who  have  i 
never  made  a   confession  of  faith  in   Christ  or  who  are  | 
not   active   in  any  church.   Frankly,  the  writer  was  sur-j 
prised   to   discover    the    great    potential    with    which   this 
congregation  has  to  work.  We  do  not  recall  ever  havingij 
been  in  a  rural  community  in  which  there  was  a  larger  I 
number  of  "prospects"  than  there  is  at  this  place.  Dur-{ 
ing  the  first  week  of  the  meeting  various  laymen  of  the, 
congi'egation  served  as  "guides"  to  the  evangelist,  taking 
him  from  place  to  place  in  our  visitation  campaign.  The! 
second  week  the   good  pastor,   Brother  Edgar  Berkshire,' 
was  able  to  take   over  these  responsibilities  and  proved 
to  be  a  very  capable  and  conscientious  co-laborer  in  this 
revival  effort. 

The  attendances,  although  not  spectacular,  were  steady  i 
with  twenty- five  folks  having  perfect  or  near  perfecl^ 
attendance.  The  young  people  of  the  church  were  faithful  < 
to  the  services  and  took  the  initiative  in  planning  E| 
"Youth  Night"  during  the  second  week  of  the  meeting 
We  appreciated  the  presence  of  delegations  from  ouj| 
County  Line  and  North  Liberty  churches  as  well  as  those' 
from  surrounding  churches  of  other  denominations.  Th(j 
hospitality  of  these  folks  matches  that  of  Brethren  peoi 
pie  everywhere!  The  pastor  and  evangelist  "fared  sumptuj 
ously  every  day."  The  evangelist  made  his  home  during, 
these  two  weeks  with  Brother  and  Sister  Jay  Holland,  t 
fine  Christian  couple  with  whom  many  of  our  pastor." i 
are  acquainted.  These  folks,  like  the  husband  and  wife  o:j 
Shunem,  have  a  room  prepared  and  reserved  for  visit  j 
ing  or  ti'aveling  pastors  and  evangelists.  j 

Much    emphasis    was    placed    upon   the    "revival"    notj 
during   these    two    weeks,   although   the  evangelistic  waj 
also  stressed.  It  has  been  our  feeling  for  some  time  no\' 
that  if  all  of  the  church  members  in  any  given  congre 
gation  were  revived — if  all  of  them  could  be  brought  t, 
see   and   recognize   their   responsibility   to   the  Lord  wh 
saved   them — if  all   of  them  could   be  made   to   take  se 
riously  the  words  of  Jesus,  "I  shall  make  you  to  becom 
fishers  of  men";   if  all  church  people  could  come  to  th 
realization  of  the  urgency  to  witness  and  to  testify  foj 
their   Lord    and    Saviour,    then    the   woz'k    of   evangelist! 
would  not  be  limited  to  a  two  week  period,  it  would  nc 
be   limited   to    the  pastor  and  a   visiting   evangelist,  bi 
it   would   become   the   work  of  every   born   again  churc  j 
member  fifty-two  weeks  out  of  every  year!  We  felt  thzj 
a  definite  spirit  of  revival  entered  the  hearts  of  these  pe(  j 
pie    during   this  special   campaign — Many    of    the    foUj 
spoke  of  it  themselves.  On  the  closing  day  of  the  mee  j 
ing  we   saw  visible   results   of  our  efforts  as  six  adull| 
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came  forward  to  dedicate  and  consecrate  their  lives  to 
'the  Lord.  The  writer  feels  confident  that  the  enthusiasm 
and  the  spirit  of  revival  which  were  so  noticeable  dur- 
jing  this  campaign  will  continue  to  work  in  the  Tee- 
jgarden  Church  and  community  for  many  weeks  to  come. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  of  those  who 
isupported  the  services  with  their  prayers  throughout  the 
brotherhood;  and  we  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the 
iTeegarden  Brethren  for  their  very  generous  Love  Gift  to 
the  evangelist.  May  the  Lord  continue  to  work  in  the 
Brethren  Church  through  men  and  women  who  love  Him, 
who  love  His  Word,  who  live  for  Him,  and  who  look  for 
His  coming  again. 

Henry  Bates,  Evangelist. 


TOPEKA,  KANSAS 

Hello!  All  you  Brethren  out  there.   Greetings!!! 

I  Thought  maybe  you  might  want  to  know  sometliing 
jabout  us  who  used  to  be  active  for  39  years,  in  five  dif- 
[iferent  states.  We  are  retired  now  for  four  years,  living 
bear  Topeka,  Kansas,  in  a  Trailer  House.  Both  wife  and 
jmy  general  health  is  quite  good  most  of  the  time.  Not 
|Dead,  But  Alive! 

Recently  a  man  from  Ohio  attending  the  Central  Dis- 
trict Conference,  referred  to  me  as  being  dead.  Nope,  not 
so.  We  too  attended  the  Central  Conference  and  enjoyed 
seeing  folks  from  Ashland,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa. 
It  was  our  old  stomping  ground  at  Udell.  We  enjoyed 
it  to  the  full. 

From  sod  house  to  State  House!  As  a  boy  I  lived  in 
a  sod  house  for  20  years;  went  to  school  three  terms  in 
a  sod  school  house.  Years  passed  and  in  the  last  three 
'and  a  half  years  we  have  been  employed  in  the  State 
House  as  Guide  and  Information.  We  meet  people  from 
imany  parts  of  the  world,  all  over  the  United  States  and 
:part  of  Missouri.  Our  small  salary  thus  helps  to  keep  us 
'out  of  the  "red," — and  that's  sumpin  in  these  high  priced 
itimes. 

We  are  happy  that  the  Brethren  are  making  progress 
jin  different  ways  and  places.  Both  at  Ashland  and  other- 
iwise.  Good  deal. 

I  We  attend  Sunday  school  and  Church  somewhere  each 
jweek,  but  don't  get  out  much  of  week  nights.  Get  to 
witness  for  our  Lord  in  many  ways. 

j     After  six  weeks  of  extremely  dry  weather,  some  rain 
jhas  come   to   bless  and   nourish   the   soil. 
The   Lord's  blessings  on  you  all. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Deeter,  R.  5. 

H       H       II 

MEXICO,  INDIANA 

On  October  7th,  Rev.  Ralph  Miller,  recently  ordained 
at  College  Corner,  preached  his  first  sermon  as  pastor 
of  the  Mexico  Brethren  Church.  He  and  his  wife  expect  to 
move  to  Mexico  and  conduct  services  each  Sunday.  For 
many  years  the  church  has  been  on  an  every-other-Sun- 
day  worship  basis. 


The  forward  step  of  every-Sunday-worship  with  a  pas- 
tor on  the  field  will  promote  spiritual  and  numerical 
growth*  for  this  splendid,  but  small  congregation.  For 
the  past  four  and  three-quai-ters  years,  Mrs.  Swi- 
hart  and  I  have  enjoyed  the  fine  fellowship  of  the  Mexico 
Brethren.  We  wish  them  God's  blessing  as  they  engage 
in  fuller  sei-vice  with  their  new  pastor. 

Wayne   E.   Swihart,   Former  Pastor. 

II  II  II 

TIOSA,  INDIANA 

At  a  recent  business  meeting,  the  Tiosa  Brethren  con- 
gregation decided  to  hold  worship  each  Sunday  morning 
and  every-other-Sunday  evening.  The  church,  for  many 
years,  had  worship  services  each  two  weeks. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  the  Tiosa  Brethren  on 
a  part  time  basis  for  the  past  five  years.  Mrs.  Swihart 
and  I  are  looking  forward  to  more  service,  fellowship 
and  leadership  under  the  new  plan.  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton 
gave  the  afternoon  Homecoming  address  on  October  7th. 
His    presence    was    appreciated   very   much. 

A  new  exterior  bulletin  board  will  be  dedicated  soon 
to    Mrs.   Maud    Rohrer   and   her   parents     (all    deceased). 

You  will  hear  more  from  this  active  congregation  in 
the   future. 

Wayne  E.  Swihart,  Pastor. 


Spiritual  fIDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 


"GREATNESS  AND  GOODNESS" 

"Thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children, 
and  shalt  talk  of  them  when  thou  sittest  in  thine  house." 
Deuteronomy  6:7. 

TN  AN  ADDRESS  some  time  since.  President  Dwight  D. 

Eisenhower  quoted  a  statement  of  a  nineteenth  cen- 
tury Frenchman,  Tocqueville,  which  was  as  follows: 
"America  is  great  because  America  is  good;  and  if  Amer- 
ica ever  ceases  to  be  good,  America  will  cease  to  be 
great."  The  famous  Frenchman  certainly  voiced  an  in- 
controvertible truth  in  that  statement.  And  such  a  state- 
ment would  be  true  of  any  nation. 

If  any  nation  is  to  be  good,  her  citizens  must  live  Chris- 
tian lives.  And  this  Christian  living  must  be  done  in  the 
homes  and  the  business  world  as  surely  as  in  the  churches. 
It  is  certainly  the  business  and  responsibility  of  parents 
and  all  adults  to  teach  children,  by  precept  and  example, 
to  live  for  Christ. 

And  it  appeals  to  this  commentator  that  successful 
home  life  is  not  determined  by  the  accumulation  of  things 
— possessions.  It  is  evaluated  by  the  degree  of  faith  to 
be  found  in  the  home,  faith  which  enables  the  members 
of  the  family  to  carry  out  the  family  duties  with  hap- 
piness and  love,  each  toward  the  other,  as  God  would  have 
them  do.  When  Christ  dwells  in  a  home,  there  will  be 
found  husband,  wife  and  children  with  a  deep  mutual  love 
and  devotion  for  each  other. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST! 


:W  LEBANON.  OHIO,  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

ENGAGED  IN  BUILDING  ADDITION  PROGRAM 

(Picture   on   Page   One) 


THE  NEW  LEBANON,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church  is  en- 
gaged in  a  building  expansion  program  which  will 
include  a  lai'ge  Educational  addition  to  the  rear  of  the 
present  edifice.  Small  additions  are  also  being  constructed 
at  the  front  of  the  church  which  will  bring  the  front 
corners  of  the  church  out  flush  with  the  present  vesti- 
bule entrance.  An  enlarged  parking  lot  to  the  reail  of  the 
new  addition  is  also  in  the  plans.  The  picture  on  the  front 
page  of  this  Evangelist  shows  the  architect's  drawing  of 
the  present  church  building  and  the  additional  construc- 
tion. Looking  at  the  picture,  we  see  in  the  center,  the  south 
side  of  the  present  building;  to  the  left  side,  we  see  one 
of  the  new  corner  additions  at  the  front  of  the  church; 
and  to  the  right,  the  new  Educational  addition. 

Pastor  John  T.  Byler  reports  very  fine  progress  on  the 
corner  additions,  and  that  the  walls  of  the  educational 
building  are  rapidly  going  up. 

Cornerstone  Laying  Service 

Approximately  250  people  were  present  when  New  Leb- 
anon Brethren  laid  the  cornerstone  for  the  new  addition, 
on  August  26th.  Each  person  was  asked  to  sign  his  name 
to  a  list  which  was  then  included  as  a  part  of  the  contents 
of  the  metal  box  that  was  inserted  in  the  stone. 

Instead  of  the  usual  sermon,  a  report  was  read — taken 
from  a  historical  sketch  written  by  Rev.  L.  V.  King,  a 
former  pastor,  for  the  20th  Anniversary  Service  of  the 
Church.  The  pastor  added  to  this  report,  tying  in  the 
more  important  historical  events  in  the  church's  history 
since  the  time  of  the  20th  Anniversary  Service.  In  closing 
the  report,  an  effort  was  made  to  challenge  the  congrega- 
tion to  its  privileges  of  continuing  to  build  upon  Christ, 


the  Chief  Cornerstone,  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  inj 
which  we  live. 

After  singing  the  hymn,  "The  Solid  Rock"  the  congre- 
gation adjourned  to  the  outside  where  the  Cornerstone  was 
fitted  into  place  and  sealed  by  Mark  Humphrey — a  mem- 
ber of  the  Building  Committee.  After  the  singing  of  the 
Doxology  the  service  was  ended  with  a  Benediction. 

The  brass  box  which  was  used  for  the  inside  of  the 
stone  was  made  and  presented  to  the  Church,  without  cost, 
for  this  special  service  by  Lester  H.  Campbell. 

Contents  of  the  Cornerstone 

Church  History:  Part  I— L.  V.  King;  Part  II— J.  T. 
Byler.  I 

Bible:  Presented  by  John  Eck. 
Church  Publications:  Weekly  Mail;  W.  M.  S,  and  S.  MJ 
M.  News;   Church  Bulletin. 

Copies  of  Sunday  School  Literature  used  in  our  schooL 

Lists  of  Church  and  Sunday  School  Officers;  Sunday^ 
School  Teachers;  Building  Committee;  Finance  Board;' 
Trustees. 

Names  of  Contributors  to  the  Building  Fund;  Those  in' 
attendance  at  the  Cornerstone  Laying  Service. 

Organized  Class  Reports:  The  Home  Builders;  Thel 
Rainbow  Class;    The   Crusaders;   The   Gospel  Learners. 

Reports  of  Auxiliary  Organization:  Laymen;  Sr.  W.  M,? 
S.;  Jr.  W.  M.  S.;  Sr.  Sisterhood;  Jr.  Sisterhood;  Broth- 
erhood. 

Church  Action  and  dates  regarding  the  building  effort.! 

The  Current  Annual  Budget. 


DDnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnannnnaanDnnnnnnnGDannnnnnDnnaDaanpDnnnnDDaaanaanDnnnannnaanDnnD 
DaDDaDaaanaDaaaaDanaaDDaDaaDaaaDDaaaDDnnDaDDaaDaDaaaSnnDnnnaaanaaaanaDDaaaDDnDDaDD 


DEFINITION: 

Cross  Country  Conference  is  a  simultaneous  conference 
on  STEWARDSHIP  conducted  in  every  church  in  the  de- 
nomination at  the  same  time. 


TIME: 

January  18,  19,  20,  1957.  You  may  conduct  the  confer- 1 
ence  over  this  three-day  period  in  any  way  your  church] 
decides. 

LEADERSHIP: 

Your  own  pastor  may  exchange  pastorates  with  another 
pastor,  or  ask  some  leader  to  come  in  and  conduct  the 
conference,  or  he  may  ask  some  qualified  Layman  in  the 
congregation  to  be  the  leader. 

SUPPORT: 

1.  You  must  help  your  minister  in  this  project. 

2.  See  that  the  conference  is  announced  in  your  church 
right   now. 

3.  Pray  about  this   simultaneous  conference   now. 

4.  Set  the  dates  down  on  your  church  calendar. 

SOME  MINISTERS  ARE  ALREADY  MAKING  THEIF 
PLANS— DON'T    DELAY    YOUR    PLANS. 


NOVEMBER  10,  1956 


PAGE  ELEVEN 


INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


I  MANSFIELD,  OHIO.  Church  Secretary,  Mrs.  H.  Long- 
shore, sends  the  following  news:  "Rev.  John  J.  Terrell, 
ia  student  in  the  Seminary  at  Ashland,  has  accepted 
[the  call  of  the  Brethren  Church  at  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and 
!has  moved  with  his  wife  and  daughter  into  the  parson- 
age at  508  Bowman  Street." 

I  Revival  Services,  November  4th  through  18th,  are  be- 
iing  conducted  in  the  Mansfield  church  by  Rev.  Tom 
Wells,  Evangelist,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Brother  Terrell  reports  Rally  Day  attendance  of  101, 
with  107  the  Sunday  following. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Our  sympathies  and  prayers  to 
iBrother  Spencer  Gentle  in  the  passing  of  his  father  at 
Wichita,  Kansas,  on  October  10th.  Brother  Gentle  says 
'they  were  called  to  Wichita  because  of  his  father's  se- 
[rious  illness,  but  that  he  passed  away  just  a  few  hours 
before  they  arrived. 

I  COLLEGE  CORNER  BRETHREN,  WABASH,  INDI- 
ANA. Homecoming  Services  were  held  on  October  14th, 
(with  Brother  O.  C.  Lemert  as  speaker  at  the  afternoon 
iservice. 

'  NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Henry 
JBates,  in  commenting  on  their  average  Sunday  school 
jattendance  says:  "Our  average  attendance  during  the 
ilast  Sunday  school  year  was  224  as  compared  with  the 
'previous  high  of  204  in  1951-52." 

j  Brother  Bert  Hodge  was  the  North  Manchester  Home- 
Icoming  speaker  on  October  14th. 

':  SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Baptismal  services  were 
held   the  afternoon    of    October   27th. 

I  BRIGHTON  CHAPEL  BRETHREN,  HOWE,  INDIANA. 
Brother  Spencer  Gentle  was  the  speaker  at  the  Brighton 
Chapel   Homecoming   afternoon  service   on  October  28th. 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Brother  Robert  Madoski  was  Radio 
•Devotional  speaker  over  WARU,  October  29th  through 
November  2nd. 

I  Brother  Madoski,  in  a  report  to  his  congregation  on 
(the  first  four  months  of  his  pastorate,  says,  in  part, 
"Decisions  during  this  time  include  four  first  time  de- 
Icisions  and  one  rededication.  The  total  number  of  mem- 
jbers  taken  into  the  Church  from  June  1st  to  October  1st 
is  ten.  Eight  members  were  taken  in  by  baptism,  and 
two  by  letter." 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  Brother  Robert  Madoski  was 
,the  afternoon  speaker  at  Homecoming  services  on  Octo- 
ber 14th. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  A  "Family  Day  Wor- 
!ship  Service"  was  held  on  October  14th.  This  is  to  be  a 
!  regular  emphasis  on  the  second  Sunday  of  each  month. 

The  various  classes  and  organizations  will  prepare 
I  and  present  the  worship  portions  of  the  evening  services 
I  in  a  new  series  of  Sunday  evening  services  this  fall  and 
winter. 


COMING  EVENTS 

MANSFIELD,  OHIO.  Homecoming— November  18th— 
Basket  dinner,  following  morning  services,  in  Johns' 
Park  at  noon.  Afternoon  service  with  special  music.  Mrs. 
H.  Longshore,  Church  Secretary. 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— Be- 
ginning November  21st — Curt  Emmons  Evangelistic 
Party;  Rev.  W.  E.  Thomas,  Pastor. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Homecoming  and  70th  An- 
niversary Day — November  25th — Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  Pastor. 

FLORA,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Services — Beginning 
November  11th — Rev.  N.  V.  Leatherman,  Evangelist;  Rev. 
C.  A.  Stewart,  Pastor. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO.  Park  Street  Brethren,  Evangelistic 
Meeting — November  12-18 — Rev.  J.  D,  Hamel,  Evange- 
list; Rev.  Clarence  Fairbanks,  Pastor. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Revival  Meetings— November  5- 
18 — Rev.  William  Anderson,  Evangelist;  Rev.  Spencer 
Gentle,  Pastor. 


SOUTHERN  INDIANA  DISTRICT 
LAYMEN'S   RALLY 

The  Southern  Indiana  District  Laymen  will 
hold  their  regxilar  quarterly  meeting  at  the 
Mexico  Brethren  Church  on  Monday  evening, 
November  19th.  We  wish  to  urge  a  good  atten- 
dance from  all  churches  in  the  District,  as  elec- 
tion of  Officers  will  be  made  for  the  coming  year. 
Also  a  program  of  real  interest.  Plan  to  come  and 
enjoy  real  fellowship. 

Supper  will  be  seiTed  from  6:00  to  7:30  P.  M. 
prevailing  time.  Send  reservations  to:  Mrs. 
James  Donaldson,  R.  R.  3,  Peru,  Indiana. 

C.  E.  Keplinger,  Sec'y. 


PASTOR  NEEDED 

Due  to  the  sudden  serious  illness  of  Rev.  E.  J.  Black, 
he  was  compelled  to  resign  as  pastor  of  the  Muncie 
church.  If  the  Lord  speaks  to  some  Brethren  Minister  to 
be  our  pastor,  please  write  to: 

Mrs.  Rosa  Richey, 
1321  East  First  St., 
Muncie,    Indiana 


FULL  TIME  PASTOR  DESIRED 

We  would  like  to  hear  from  a  Brethren  Minister  who 
would  be  interested  in  a  full  time  pastorate  at  Udell. 
Address : 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Spreng,  Church  Secretary, 

Udell,  Iowa. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST! 


Vrayer  Wleeting 
Studies 


LORD,    MANY   TIMES  I   AM   AWEARY   QUITE 

Lord,  many  times  I  am  aweary  quite 

Of  mine  own  self,  my  sin,  my  vanity; 
Yet  be  not  Thou,  or  I  am  lost  outright, 

Weary  of  me! 

And  hate  against  myself  I  often  bear. 

And  enter  with  myself  in  fierce  debate. 
Take  Thou  my  part  against  myself,  nor  share 

In  that  just  hate. 

Best  friends   might    loathe    us,  if  what   things    perverse, 
We  know  of  our   own  selves,  they  also   knew; 

Lord,  Holy  One!  if  Thou  Who  knowest  worse, 
Should  loathe  us  too! 

— Richard  Chenevix  Trench. 

TF  WE  CHRISTIANS  say  that  we  have  no  sin,  we  are 
mistaken  (1  John  1:8).  They  who  claim  that  they  are 
without  sin  do  not  know  their  own  nature  (Jer.  17:9). 
Anyone  who  is  alive  on  the  earth  is  in  the  flesh  and  is 
under  sin  (Rom.  3:9-12).  There  is  none  good  but  God 
(Matt.  19:16,  17). 

According  to  Romans  7:15-25  the  Christian  is  in  a  real 
battleground  struggle  between  his  old  nature  and  the 
new.  These  conflicts  are  not  merely  of  the  past  but  are 
always  of  the  present.  As  long  as  we  are  in  this  flesh 
we  are  in  the  battleground.  1  John  3:6-9  deals  with  the 
Christian's  twofold  nature.  Salvation  for  the  body  will 
occur  in  the  resurrection  of  the  righteous  (Rom.  8:18-23). 
Meanwhile  we  do  well  to  guard  against  sin  (1  Cor. 
11:30-32).  It  behooves  us  to  keep  our  sins  confessed  and 
under  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  (1  John  7:1-9;  2:1,  2). 

Lot  sinned  greatly  by  not  living  a  separated  life  (2 
Peter  2:7-9).  David  fell  into  terrible  transgressions 
(Psalm  51:1-3).  Peter  wavered,  even  after  Pentecost 
(Gal.  2:11-14).  Christians  are  not  too  good  to  have 
sorrow  for  sin  (Psalm  51:6-10).  We  are  not  to  give  our- 
selves to  comparison  with  some  whom  we  think  are  weak- 
er than  we  are  (2  Cor.  10:12).  The  Lord's  daily  Prayer 
requires  that  we  ask  for  forgiveness  (Luke  11:4).  Not 
to  be  constantly  in  prayer  (1  Thess.  5:17),  not  to  be 
missionary.  (Matt.  28:19,  20),  not  to  be  fully  in  the 
faith  (Rom.  14:2),  is  to  be  guilty  of  the  sin  of  omis- 
sion (James  4:17).  Let  us  remember  that  we  have  not  yet 
arrived  (Phil.  3:12-14)! 

In  the   still   air  the  music   lies   unheard; 

In  the  rough  marble  beauty  hides  unseen; 
To  wake  the  music  and  the  beauty,  needs 

The   master's  touch,   the   sculptor's   chisel   keen. 

Great  Master,    touch   us   with  Thy  skillful   hand! 

Let  not  the  music  that  is  in  us  die; 
Great    Sculptor,    hew   and    polish    us,    nor    let. 

Hidden  and  lost.  Thy  form  within  us  lie! 


Spare  not  the  stroke,  do  with  us  as  Thou  wilt. 
Let  there  be  nought  unfinished,  broken,  marred! 

Complete  Thy  purpose  that  we  may  become 
Thy  perfect  image.  Our  God  and   Lord! 

— Horatius   Bonar. 

Our  assurance  is  not  in  ourselves  but  in  Him  Who  does 
not  fall. 

"It  fortifies  my  soul  to  know 
That,  though  I  perish,  Truth  is  so: 
That,  howsoe'er  I  stray  and  range, 
Whate'er  I  do,  Thou  dost  not  change. 
I  steadier  step  when  I  recall 
That,  if  I  slip,  Thou  dost  not  fall." 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  November   11,   1956 

WHAT    DOES    THE    LORD   REQUIRE? 

Lesson:   Micah    4:1-5;    6:6-8 

THERE    IS   A   right   direction    in    which    men    should! 
travel.   There  are   requirements  which  the   Loi-d  God 
hath   set  down.   What  are  they? 

The  Prophet  Micah  will  aid  us  in  answering  this  quesH 
tion.  He  was  an  Old  Testament  Prophet  of  Judah,  a  con-j 
temporary  with  Isaiah,  who  ministered  just  prior  td 
Judah's  exile. 

They  were  evil  days  in  which  Micah  lived.  Judgmen 
had  already  come  to  Syria  and  the  Northern  Kingdon 
of  Israel  as  a  result  of  their  sin.  Judah  was  not  mucl 
better.  Her  leaders  were  corrupt.  They  were  cryinj 
"Peace"  when  destruction  was  at  hand  (3:5).  The  Judge; 
of  the  land  were  taking  bribes,  while  the  Priests  wer( 
selling  their  services  instead  of  freely  ministering  t< 
those    in   need    (3:11). 

But  the  people  themselves  were  not  guiltless.  Greec 
and  covetousness  were  rampant  (2:1);  thus  judgment 
was  pronounced  upon  them  because  of  "the  sins  of  thf! 
house  of  Israel"    (1:5) 

In  spite  of  this  chaotic  condition  which  existed  in  thti 
land,  Micah  was  able  to  confidently  speak  of  a  futun 
day  when  there  would  be  no  sin  and  when  God  woulc 
rule.  "But  in  the  last  days  it  shall  come  to  pass,  thai 
the  mountain  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  shall  be  estab 
lished." 

Prosperity  will  also  be  the  order  of  that  day,  for  "ii 
the  last  days"  every  man  shall  sit  "under  his  vine  anc 
under  his  fig  tree;  and  none  shall  make  them  afraid." 

War  will  be  no  more,  for  peace  shall  overflow  the 
world.  "And  they  shall  beat  their  swords  into  plowshares 
and  their  spears  into  pruninghooks:  nation  shall  not  lif 
up  a  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  wa 
any  more." 
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All  this  God  will  some  day  bring  to  pass  for  His 
people.  Does  He  not  then  require  anything  of  His  people 
in  return  ?  What  are  His  requirements  for  those  who 
bear  His  name  ? 

"Wherewith  shall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow 
myself  before  the  high  God?"  asked  Micah.  Is  God  in- 
terested in  burnt-offerings,  or  "will  the  Lord  be  pleased 
with  thousands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thousands  of  rivers 
of  oil?"  Will  the  presentation  of  my  children  be  accepted 
by  God  for  my  transgression  and   sin? 

No,  for  outward  works  of  the  flesh  cannot  suffice  for 
sin.  God's  perfect  Sacrifice — Jesus  Christ — is  the  only 
answer.  Put  your  trust  in  His  finished  work  on  the  cross, 
and  then  go  forth   and  walk  in  obedience  to  His  Word. 

Micah  says  God's  requirements  are: 

1.  "Do  justly."  Walk  uprightly  before  God  and  your 
fellowmen. 

2.  "Love  mercy."  Frank  S.  Mead  gives  this  story  of 
Clara  Barton,  the  founder  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 
She  was  reminded  of  an  especially  cruel  thing  which  was 
done  to  her  years  before.  Seemingly  she  was  unable  to 
recall  the  incident.  "Don't  you  remember  it?"  asked  the 
friend.  Miss  Barton  replied,  "No,  I  distinctly  remember 
forgetting  it!" 

3.  "To  walk  humbly   with   thy  God."  The  man  of  God 

who   strives   to   walk   humbly  with   God   will   find  as   did 
Enoch  that  such  action  is  pleasing  to  Him! 

"The  most  solemn  thing  in  the  world  is  man's  account- 
ability to  God!" 


Lesson  for  November  18,   1956 

QUALITIES    OF    A    CHRISTIAN 

Lesson:  Matthew  5:1-12 

A  CHRISTIAN  is  one  who  has  become  a  partaker  "of 
the  divine  nature,  having  escaped  the  corruption 
that  is  in  the  world"  {II  Peter  1:4).  He  is  one  of  the 
'sons  of  God"  of  which  the  Apostle  John  speaks  (I  John 
j3:l).  Through  the  transforming  work  of  Jesus  Christ  he 
has  been  made  a  "new  creation"  (A.S.V. — II  Cor.  5:17). 
I  God's  plan  for  the  Christian's  life  is  that  he  might  "be 
jconformed  to  the  image  of  His  Son"  (Rom.  8:29),  and 
jspiritually   outfitted  for  the   Kingdom   of  Heaven. 

To  be  prepared  for  the  Heavenly  City  requires  both  a 
jcrisis  and  a  process.  By  a  definite  act  of  the  will  and 
[surrender  of  the  heart  the  sinner  enters  into  the  Chris- 
jtian  life.  This  is  the  crisis  experience.  But  that  is  not 
ienough!  It  is  then  necessary  for  him  to  grow  in  the 
Christian  life  until  he  becomes  a  mature  Saint  of  God. 
This  is  the  process. 

In  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  as  found  in  Matthew 
|5-6-7,  Christ  was  setting  forth  God-like  qualities  which 
jshould  characterize  the  Christian.  He  was  addressing  the 
disciples  even  though  the  multitude  stood  by  to  listen. 
Perhaps  He  desired  that  the  world  (the  multitude)  should 
be  conscious  of  the  high  standard  of  Christianity  imposed 
by  God. 

The  words  of  our  Lord  are  not  readily  understood 
Inor   easily  obeyed.    To  attain   unto    Godly   perfection   de- 


mands the  Christian's   utmost   and   the   strength  and   aid 
of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Space  does  not  permit  the  inclusion  of  all  the  Beati- 
tudes. We  will  merely  comment  on  a  few.  Hear  the 
words  of  the  Master: 

"Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit:  for  theirs  is  the  king- 
dom of  heaven."  A  most  enlightening  observation  is  made 
(Continued  on  Page   15) 


Sunday  School  Suggestions 

The   Sunday    School  Board    of 
The  Brethren  Church 


by     Jerry  Flora 


I  VOTED  TO  CLOSE  THE  CHURCH 

"LAST  SUNDAY  I  voted  to  close  the  church;  not  in- 
tentionally, nor  maliciously,  perhaps,  but  carelessly, 
thoughtlessly,  indifferently,  I  voted.  I  voted  to  close  its 
doors  that  its  witness  and  its  testimony  might  be  stopped. 
I  voted  to  close  the  open  Bible  on  its  pulpit — the  Bible 
that  had  been  given  us  by  years  of  struggle  and  by  the 
blood  of  martyrs  who  died  that  we  might  have  it  to  read. 
I  voted  for  our  minister  to  stop  preaching  the  glorious 
truths  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  voted  that  the 
children  of  the  Sunday  school  no  longer  should  be  taught 
the  stories  of  the  Bible  and  no  longer  should  lift  their 
tiny  voices  in  singing, 

Jesus  loves  me,  this  I  know. 
For  the   Bible   tells  me   so. 

I  voted  for  the  voice  of  the  choir  and  of  the  congrega- 
tion to  be  stilled,  and  that  they  should  no  longer  sing 
in  united  praise. 

All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name! 
Let  angels  prostrate  fall. 
Bring  forth  the  royal  diadem, 
And  crown  Him  Lord  of  all. 

"I  voted  for  every  missionary  of  the  church  to  be  called 
hoifie,  every  native  worker  supported  by  the  church  to 
stop  preaching,  every  hospital,  every  school  and  every 
dispensary  in  its  foreign  missionary  fields  to  close.  I 
voted  that  its  colleges  should  close  their  doors  and  no 
longer  bother  to  train  its  youth  for  Christian  service.  I 
voted  for  every  home  missionary  project  to  be  aban- 
doned, every  influence  for  good  and  right  and  for  truth 
in  our  community  to  be  curtailed  and  finally  stopped. 
I  voted  for  the  darkness  of  superstition,  the  degrading 
influence  of  sin,  the  blight  of  ignorance  and  the  curse  of 
selfish  greed  once  again  to  settle  their  damning  load  on 
the  shoulders  of  an  already  overburdened  world. 

"I  voted  all  this,  I  say,  and  more  too — things  that  the 
human  mind  cannot  grasp  and  the  human  tongue  cannot 
find  words  to  express.  Carelessly,  thoughtlessly,  lazily, 
indifferently,  I  voted. 

"For,  you  see,  I  could  have  gone  and  I  should  have 
gone,  but  I  didn't.  I  stayed  away  from  Sunday  school 
and  church  last  Sunday." 

(Written  by  a  pastor  who  was  troubled  over  absentees. 
Reprinted  from  "Link.") 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST' 


BILLY  GRAHAM  VISITS  WITH  J.  D.  HAMEL 
by  J.  D.  Hamel 


BILLY  GRAHAM 
SPEAKS  AT  WINONA 
LAKE.  Billy  Graham,  second 
from  right,  visited  Winona 
Lake,  Ind.,  to  speak  at  a 
Youth  for  Christ  Internation- 
al convention.  With  him,  left 
to  right,  are  Dr.  Robert  Cook 
of  Chicago,  president  of 
Youth  for  Christ  Interna- 
national;  Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel, 
pastor  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church,  South  Bend,  Ind., 
and    Mrs.    Graham. 


Winona  Lake,  Ind.  Dr.  Billy  Graham,  world  famed 
evangelist  v\^ho  has  talked  face  to  face  w^ith  more  than 
1%  million  persons  this  year,  believes  that  teen  agers 
are  too  often  treated  like  children. 

Here  to  speak  at  the  12th  Youth  For  Christ  Interna- 
tional Convention  in  Billy  Sunday  Tabernacle,  he  told  a 
press  conference  which  I  attended  that  the  present  gen- 
eration of  teen  agers  is  maturing  much  more  rapidly  and 
should  be  treated  more  like  adults. 

"TEENS  HUNGRY  FOR  GOD."  Dr.  Graham's  activities 
this  year  have  included  an  eight-week  tour  of  the  Far 
East,  where  more  than  a  million  persons  heard  him.  The 
top  crowd  was  100,000  in  Kotayam,  India.  He  came  to 
Winona  Lake  after  conducting  crusades  in  Richmond,  Va., 
and  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  where  over  20,000  people  at- 
tended the  services  every  night  for  four  weeks  in  succes- 
sion, with  over  50,000  at  the  closing  service. 

Dr.  Graham  told  me  that  he  was  of  the  opinion  that 
teen  agers  are  far  more  spiritually  minded,  "far  hun- 
grier for  God"  than  they  are  given  credit. 

He  said  3,000  teen  agers  "came  forward  to  receive 
Christ"  in  Oklahoma  City  and  the  same  number  in  Rich- 
mond. 

Dr.  Graham  believes  that  young  people  are  apparently 
getting  into  more  mischief  these  days  because  they  have 
too  much  idle  time  on  their  hands,  because  they  do  not 
have  to  work. 


"I  didn't  have  time  to  race  around  in  hot  rods,"  he  sai( 
He  also  added,  "Then,  there  is  a  lack  of  discipline  in  on 
homes.  Parents  show  a  lack  of  love  for  their  childre 
when  they  don't  make  use  of  discipline.  When  I  was 
boy  I  didn't  tell  my  folks  I  didn't  want  to  go  to  churcl 
I  knew  that  I  was  expected  to  go,  and  I  went.  We  nee 
an  example  set  in  the  home.  The  child  sees  the  incoi 
sistencies  and  hypocrisies  of  his  parents:  then  he  go( 
out  and  gets  in  trouble." 

Turning  to  churches.  Dr.  Graham  believes  that  thf| 
have  lost  "sinner  contact;  that  church  people  have  e:| 
hibited  a  tendency  to  draw  within  themselves."  He  ah 
said  that  he  believes  that  "good  people  seem  to  be  gej 
ting  better  and  bad  people  are  getting  worse,  but  he  ahl 
could  see  a  deepening  of  religious  interest — a  depth  ': 
those  coming  to  Christ."  ] 

The  most  interesting  statement  which  he  made  w; 
that  he  had  seen  "spotty  indications"  in  various  church' 
of  a  genuine  revival. 

Accompanying  Dr.   Graham   to   Winona   Lake  were  ^ 
wife,   Ruth,   whom  he   met  while   both   were    students 
Wheaton,  111.,  and  song  leader  Cliff  Barrows  and  Geor; 
Beverly  Shea. 

— South  Bend,  Indiana, 

(This  article  and  picture  appeared  in  the  South  Be 
Tribune  July  5th). 
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Sunday  School  Lesson  Comments 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

sn  this  verse  by  William  G.  Moorehead:  "The  foundation 
3f  all  is  the  first  beatitude  ...  It  is  the  door  into  the 
kingdom.  It  means  neither  penury,  nor  self-imposed  pov- 
erty, nor  pusillanimity.  It  means  spiritual  bankruptcy. 
One  enters  the  kingdom  as  an  insolvent,  as  one  who  has 
come  to  the  end  of  self,  as  one  who  comes  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  as  a  total  bankrupt." 
"Blessed  are  the  meek:  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth." 
Well  has  St.  Paul  said,  "The  foolishness  of  God  is 
wiser  than  men"  (I  Cor.  1:25).  The  men  of  this  world 
scoff  at  meekness.  It  has  come  to  signify  that  which 
is  weak  and  spineless.  But  in  God's  economy  the  meek 
are  exalted! 

Moses,  with  whom  the  Lord  spoke  "face  to  face,  as 
1  man  speaketh  unto  his  friend,"  was  described  as 
oeing  "very  meek,  above  all  the  men  which  were  upon 
[;he  face  of  the  earth."  (Exodus  33:11— Num.  12:3).  -Je- 
|3us  Christ  said  of  Himself:  "For  I  am  meek  and  lowly 
tn  heart"  (Matt.  11:29).  Some  day  the  meek  shall  in- 
lierit   the    earth ! 

I  To  those  persecuted  for  righteousness'  sake  He  gives 
phis  promise:  "Rejoice,  and  be  exceeding  glad:  for  great 
js  your  reward  in  heaven."  A  literal  paraphrase  of  this 
rerse  would  read:  "Continue  to  rejoice  and  to  leap 
j'or  ecstasy:  for  your  reward  will  be  great  in  God's 
Kingdom." 

Of  the  Children  of  God  much  is  expected,  for  much 
shall  be  given.  The  song  writer  was  right  when  he  wrote: 
1 

"It  will    be    worth    it    all. 

When  I  see  Jesus; 
It  will  be  worth  it  all, 
When  I  see  Him!" 

I  Gil  Dodds,  the  great  miler,  whom  the  sports  writers 
liave  dubbed  "The  Flying  Parson,"  addressed  18,000 
j'oung  people  in  packed  Madison  Square  Garden  a  few 
rears  ago.  This  was  part  of  his  thrilling  testimony  on 
hat  occasion: 

,  "I  have  had  many  thrills  in  this  Garden,  particularly 
ihree  weeks  ago  when  I  broke  the  world's  record  for  the 
jiile.  But  that  is  nothing  to  the  thrill  that  I  get  of  stand- 
jtig  before  you  in  this  same  place,  and  telling  you  about 
pe  Saviour  whom  I  love  and  serve.  While  I  enjoy  run- 
jing,  I  realize  that  there  is  a  much  more  important  race 
fpon  which  we  are  all  engaged.  That  is  the  race  that 
S  want  to  engage  all  my  ransomed  powers.  And  at  the 
nd  I  want  to  receive  not  the  acclaim  of  the  galleries, 
ut  the  quiet  approval  of  the  Lord  Himself,  as  He  says, 
i^nter  thou   into   the  joy  of  thy   Lord'." 


^he   ^\/omens    ^c)o 

•Ue*  e'OG^  *'06^ 

by   Helen  Jordan 


rner 


CHRISTIAN  LIVING 

Prov.  3:5-6.  "Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart, 
and  lean  hot  unto  thine  own  understanding.  In  all  thy 
ways  acknowledge  Him,  and  He  shall  direct  thy  paths." 

RECENTLY  we  were  at  the  Brethren's  Home  for  ser- 
vices. In  the  short  talk  my  husband  gave,  he  made 
the  statement  that  "we  are  like  a  book  open  and  read  by 
all  men."  I  thought  to  myself,  how  true  that  is  and  how 
important  it  is  for  Christians  to  live  their  daily  lives  so 
they  can  be  easily  recognized  as  such.  There  are  some 
who  hold  responsible  positions  in  the  church  and  are 
gifted  and  can  make  beautiful  prayers,  yet  in  their  daily 
living  do  not  always  follow  the  Golden  Rule.  They  cast 
an  unpleasant  shadow  on  fellow  Chz-istians,  saying  noth- 
ing of  impressions  given  to  the  unsaved. 

The  above  scripture  has  become  more  beautiful  to 
me  since  listening  to  the  Ambassador  Quartet  sing  it 
about  a  year  ago.  I  have  memorized  it  and  often  quote 
it  when  called  upon  for  a  passage  of  scripture  impromptu. 
It  always  comes  to  my  mind  in  the  form  of  musical 
notes. 

In  speaking  of  the  Ambassador  Quartet,  we  were  again 
privileged  to  have  them  in  our  church  in  Flora,  Indiana, 
and  to  listen  to  the  blending  of  their  voices  in  such  beau- 
tiful harmony.  The  thought  of  the  "Open  book"  came 
very  vividly  to  my  mind  when  we  entertained  them  in 
our  home,  for  they  conducted  themselves  in  gentlemanly 
fashion,  but  more  than  that,  their  sincere  and  genuine 
love  for  our  Heavenly  Father  was  so  manifest  that  it 
could  be  seen  and  felt.  Their  lives  were  an  open  book. 

Usually  we  are  unaware  when  our  lives  are  being 
read  by  some  one.  But  if  we  trust  in  the  Lord  and  listen 
and  allow  Him  to  direct  us  in  our  daily  living,  we  will 
not  be  caught  on  the  short  end  of  the  scales,  for  He  will 
shine  through  us  in  everything  we  do. 

Mrs.  C.  A.   Stewart, 

Flora,    Indiana. 


Your  Offerings? 


Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

HOME  MISSION  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  address  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren   Church,   530  College   Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio. 


Brethren  Historical 

Manchester  Colleg©' 
N.   Manchester,   Ind. 
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Worship  Books  for  Primaries  and  Juniors 

Pg^SMARIES  AT  WORSHiP 

Primary  leaders  will  welcome  this  brand-new  book  of  52  assembly 
programs  which  have  been  prepared  and  actually  used  in  Primary 
worship  services.  Every  program  emphasizes  a  Bible  truth  and  is 
presented  by  correlating  songs  and  Scriptures,  by  visual-aid  meth- 
ods such  as  chalk  talks,  flannelgraph  lessons,  object  lessons,  and 
finger  puppets.  There  are  two  complete  shadow  puppet  shows — 
Christmas  and  Easter- — in  the  back  of  the  book.  Some  program 
titles  are:  Following  Jesus,  God  Forgives  Us,  All  Things  Possible, 
Prayer  Is  the  Key,  God's  Beautiful  Colors,  etc.    Ideal  for  the  Pri-    ;  JC 

mary  Department,  the  Primary  church,  and  V.  B.   S.,  as  well  as 
weekday  and  Sunday  evening  classes. 
No.  3100 $2.00 


52  PRIMARY  WORSHIP  PROGRAMS 

By  Idalee  Wolf  Vonk.  Each  program  includes  an  object  lesson, 
a  Bible  story,  and  a  modern  story.  Different  theme  each  month, 
with  missionary  studies  to  be  used  on  fifth  Sundays.  Beautifully 
written  calls  to  worship  and  offertory  prayers.  May  be  used 
for  weekday  or  Sunday-night  course,  or  for  vacation  Bible 
school.    286  pages. 

No.  2871 „....$2.95 


A  YEAR  OF  JUNIOR 
PROGRAMS  AND  ACTIVITIES 

Presenting  a  book  of  52  pupil  participation  type  of  programs  plus 
handwork,  quizzes,  playlets  and  stories  sure  to  make  a  hit  with  this 
effervescent  group.  Programs  are  keyed  for  the  month  in  which 
they  will  be  presented.  For  example,  some  September  program 
titles  are:  School  Days  Program,  Campfire  Program.  For  Decem- 
ber: A  Great  Feast,  Let's  Make  Christmas  Gifts,  Christmas  Carols, 
Jesus  Is  Born,  and  Let's  Look  at  Ourselves.  The  size  is  8%  x  11 
inches  and  each  book  is  perforated  so  program  material  may  be 
easily  distributed.  Suggested  illustrations  for  posters  or  other  pub- 
licity aids  are  included. 

No.    3371 — $2.95 


GROWING  IN  STATURE 

By  Idalee  Wolf  Vonk.  52  Junior  worship  pro- 
grams, each  with  an  object  lesson  and  story.  Les- 
son themes  are  based  on  Luke  2 :  52,  with  each  pro- 
gram developing  one  character  quality  in  which 
boys  and  girls  should  "grow"  each  day.  Numerous 
playlets,  poems,  and  four  special-day  programs 
included.  256  pages. 

No.  2913 Price,  $2.50 

JUNIOR  WORSHIP.  By  Ada  Rose  Demerest.  Fifty-two  worship  programs,  each  about 

twenty  minutes  long  and  complete  in  itself.   240  pages.   No.  2981 Price,  $2.25 

TEACHING  THROUGH  WORSHIP.  By  Ann  Morgan.  Forty-nine  programs  that  teach 
the  fundamental  truths  of  God's  Word.   154  pages.   No.  3233 Price,  $1.75 

On  all  book  orders  please  add  ten  cents  for  postage. 

The    Brethren    Publishing   Connpany 
524   College  Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio 
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Come,   Ye   Thankful   People,   Come 


me,  ye  thankful  people,  come,  Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home: 

is  safely  gathered  in.  Ere  the  winter  storms  begin; 
d,  our  Maker,  doth  provide  For  our  wants  to  be  supplied: 
me  to  God's  own  temple,  come,  Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home 

■  the  world  is  God's  own  field,  Fruit  unto  His  praise  to  yield; 
leat  and  tares  together  sown.  Unto  joy  or  sorrow  grown; 
st  the  blade,  and  then  the  ear.  Then  the  full  corn  shall  appear: 
rd  of  harvest,  grant  that  we  Wholesome  grain  and  pure  may  be 

r  the  Lord  our  God  shall  come,  And  shall  take  His  harvest  home ; 
3m  His  field  shall  in  that  day  All  offenses  purge  away; 
i^e  His  angels  charge  at  last  In  the  fire  the  tares  to  cast; 
t  the  fruitful  ears  to  store  In  His  garner  evermore. 

"en  so.  Lord,  Quickly  come  To  Thy  final  harvest  home; 

ither  Thou  Thy  people  in,  Free  from  sorrow,  free  from  sin; 

!ere,  forever  purified.  In  Thy  presence  to  abide: 

''•Xie,  with  all  Thine  angels,  come.  Raise  the  glorious  harvest  home 
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Items  of  general   Interest 

SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger 
reports  "Sixty-seven  at  church  on  October  28th;  5  new 
families." 

SERGEANTSVILLE,  N.  J.  Homecoming  services  were 
held  on  October  14th.  Afternoon  speaker  was  Brother 
Robert  Bischof. 

The  Sergeantsville  Church  now  has  27  boys  and  girls, 
ranging  in  ages  from  4-13,  enrolled  in  its  "Children  for 
Christ"    Bible   Club,   which   meets    Tuesday    afternoons. 

A  "Children  for  Christ"  Rally  was  held  in  the  Ser- 
geantsville church  on  November  9th,  presenting  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Jose  Manderiao,  of  the  Philippines. 

CALVARY,  N.  J.  The  Annual  Homecoming  was  held 
on  October  28th.  Dr.  John  Murray  of  Philadelphia,  was 
the  speaker. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN. 
Brother  Elmer  Keck  writes:  "Eight  persons  were  bap- 
tized on  October  28th.  Two  came  forward  while  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  John  Turnbull,  missionaries  to  the  Holy  Land,  were 
with  us.  Then  two  came  forward  at  a  Youth  Rally  in 
Pittsburgh.  We  took  the  confession  of  one  person  just 
before  the  Fall  Communion  service.  Then  two  more  came 
forward  during  the  recent  fall  revival.  And  one  more 
came  to  be  baptized  at  the  time  of  baptism." 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Congratulations  are  in  order 
for  Brother  and  Sister  Robert  L.  Hoffman  in  the  arrival 


ELDER  SAMUEL  C.  HENDERSON 

t^LDER  SAMUEL  C.  HENDERSON,  retired  Brethren 
minister,  passed  to  the  greater  life  beyond,  Monday 
evening,  November  5th,  at  his  home  in  Roanoke,  Indiana. 
Brother  Henderson  had  been  in  failing  health  since  his 
retirement  from  the  ministry  two  years  ago.  He  was  75 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Survived  by  his 
wife,  who  has  been  seriously  ill  in  the  hospital,  one 
daughter,  two  sons,  and  a  number  of  grandchildren.  Ser- 
vices held  in  the  Roanoke  Brethren  church  on  November 
8th  by  Elders  Dr.  Claud  Studebaker,  C.  C.  Grisso  and 
Paul  D.  Tinkel.  Interment  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Cemetery  at 
Roanoke.  Let  us  remember  the  bereaved  in  our  prayers, 
especially  Sister  Henderson  during  her  illness  that  God 
might  be  richly  merciful  unto  her.  W.  S.  B. 


of  Thomas  Lee  Hoffman  as  the  Wooster  Community  Hos-; 
pital,  Saturday  evening,  October  27th. 

The  Smithville  Church  was  host  to  the  Northeastern  | 
Ohio  District  Junior  Brethren  Youth  Rally  on  Novembei' 
3rd.  There  were  96  in  attendance  at  the  morning  anci 
afternoon  hours  which  featured  special  music,  worship,, 
business,  recreation,  food  and  a  film  entitled,  "The  Pil- 
grims." 

This  was  the  organizational  meeting  of  the  Juniors  as 
a  separate  Rally  group.  The  following  officers,  officers 
advisors,  and  group  advisors  were  elected:  President,  Jane 
Drushal  (Mrs.  Helen  McConahay) ;  Vice-President,  Ton: 
Creighton  (Miss  Dorothy  Miller);  Secretary,  Nancy  De-i 
Walt  (Miss  Mary  Byler);  Assistant  Secretary,  Janelj 
Meyer  (Mrs.  Virgil  Meyer);  Treasurer,  Jack  Thrun  (Mrs  I 
Smith);  Assistant  Treasurer,  David  Myers  (Mr.  Royc( 
Gates);  Group  Advisors:  Rev.  L.  V.  King,  Miss  Marj; 
Byler. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  A  note  from  Brother  Alvin  H.  Grumb : 
ling  informs  us  that  he  had  an  operation  for  the  remova: 
of  his  appendix  on  October  22nd.  The  attack  came  on  hin 
Sunday  evening  October  21st.  Brother  Grumbling  says  h( 
is  coming  along  fine,  and  expected  to  return  to  his  pul 
pit  on  November  4th.  Our  prayers  for  a  speedy  recovery 


COMING  EVENTS 

NORTH  LIBERTY,  INDIANA.  Revival  Services— No 
vember  21  through  December  2 — -Curt  Emmons  EvangeJ 
listic  Party;   Rev.  W.  E.  Thomas,  Pastor. 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Homecoming  and  70th  An 
niversary  Day — November  25th — Rev.  J.  D.  Hamel,  Pastor" 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY  BRETHREN 

CHRISTIAN  ENDEAVOR  UNION 

FUN     NIGHT 

Friday,  November  30,  1956 

Third  Brethren  Church 

Johnstown,  Penna. — 7:30  P.  M. 

OFFERING  FOR  MISSIONS 

Bring-  Christmas  gifts  for  our  Brethren  Mis 

sion  at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky. 

Rally  and  Fun  Night  are  Combined.  Come  an* 
enjoy  the  fellowship  and  fun  together. 

Walter  C.  Wertz, 
President,  C.  E.  Union. 
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fl   Tl/mnhfid  'Thanksgiving 


A  MERICANS  HAVE  SO  MUCH  for  which  to 
■^~*-  be  thankful  this  year.  As  these  words  are 
being  written,  news  reports  from  Europe  tell  of 
I  much  suffering,  hardship,  and  brutality.  The  iron 
ihand  of  greed,  retaliation  and  oppression  as  evi- 
jdenced  in  news  films  and  reports,  sober  every 
Ithinking  American  at  this  Thanksgiving  season, 

j  Surely  we  must  ask  ourselves  the  question, 
|!"Why  must  they  suffer,  and  we  go  free?"  Don't 
p'ust  pass  the  question  off  with  a  shrug  of  the 
[shoulder!  Think  about  it! 

Here  in  America,  we  can  work  where  we  please, 
we  can  go,  we  can  live  where  we  choose,  we  can 
jSet  a  bountiful  table,  wear  good  clothing  and  live 
iin  good  homes.  We  can  lie  down  in  peace  at  night. 

I  How  has  this  all  come  about  in  this  great  land  ? 
Many  will  say  that  it  was  American  genius  and 
•abiUty.  The  child  of  God  will  acknowledge  the 


blessing  and  favor  of  God  which  has  made  it  pos- 
sible. 

Christians  will  truly  make  this  a  "Thankful 
Thanksgiving."  Christians  will  take  an  inventory 
of  their  blessings;  likewise  of  their  responsibili- 
ties. It  is  our  contention  that  no  nation,  no  mat- 
ter how  well  favored,  can  long  continue  as  such 
if  the  Source  of  those  blessings  be  not  honored 
and  obeyed. 

The  strength  of  America  is  in  its  honoring 
of  God,  from  its  leaders  down  to  its  most  humble 
citizen. 

The  spirit  of  the  founding  fathers,  the  deter- 
mined perseverance  of  the  Pilgrims,  with  their 
fortified  faith  in  God,  is  a  challenge  to  us  today. 

Are  you  still  thinking  about  the  question  we 
raised  in  the  second  paragraph?  Time  has  a  way 
of  dimming  the  past- — days  of  depression,  days 
of  war.  But  those  days  were  real,  and  they  pre- 
ceded these  days  of  "plenty  and  peace." 

All  of  us  would;  like  to  see  days  of  "plenty  and 
peace"  continue.  We  would  like  to  see  the  nations 
of  the  earth  dwell  together  in  peace,  with  the 
abundance  and  surplus  of  high  producing  coun- 
tries being  used  to  fill  the  empty  stomachs  of  the 
starving  millions. 

War,  iron  curtain  boundaries,  trade  agree- 
ments, finances,  seem  to  stand  in  the  way.  Thus, 
we  who  have  the  blessings  of  "plenty  and  peace" 
should  be  especially  thankful  this  Thanksgiving 
season.  We  should  pray  for  opportunities  to  help 
others  and  to  give  them  also  the  Bread  of  Life 
and  the  peace  which  only  Christ  can  give. 

"Let's  make  this  a  "Thankful  Thanksgiving," 
with  the  prayer  that  the  Lord  will  open  doors 
whereby  we  can  minister  in  word  and  deed  to 
those  less  fortunate  than  ourselves,  W.  S.  B. 


...  forget  not  all  his  benefits. 


?? 


PAGE  FOUR 


We 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Together 


2.  Worship  in  Action: 

A  Hishway  to  God 


Rev.    H.   Francis   Berkshire 


HAVE  YOU  EVER  STOPPED  to  consider  why 
we  have  the  many  elements  in  our  worship 
service?  For  example,  the  prelude,  processional, 
the  Invocation,  the  Call  to  Worship,  etc.  ? 

Kierkegaard,  an  outstanding  religious  thinker 
and  writer  of  the  18th  century  said  that  worship 
is  a  great  drama.  And  S.  Arthur  Devan  in  his 
book  "Ascent  to  Zion"  calls  worship  the  "Drama 
of  Jesus'  Gospel."  Public  worship  has  many  ele- 
ments of  drama.  This  description  fits  the  ele- 
ments of  the  worship  service  appropriately. 

In  drama  there  is  movement  and  rhythm. 
What  reaction  did  you  have  when  you  read  some 
great  play?  Attention,  feeling,  concentration, 
imagination  were  in  constant  movement.  These 
may  also  be  found  in  worship,  plus  many  other 
human  reactions.  The  worshiper  is  seeking  and 
finding,  calling  and  answering,  asking  and  receiv- 
ing. Parallel  to  this  movement  and  rhythm  is  the 
tide  of  deep  devotion  to  God.  Someone  has  writ- 
ten that  worship  is  like  alternating  current  in  a 
wire;  it  races  to  and  from  the  source  of  energy. 


This  same  restlessness  may  be  found  in  those  who 
are  properly  worshiping  God  through  public  worn 
ship.  Our  souls  race  between  God  and  ourself. 

The  elements  of  a  worship  service  compose  the 
"form"  of  the  worship  service.  (Sometimes  called 
the  "ritual"  of  worship.)  However,  any  form  is' 
but  a  means;  it  is  not  the  end.  And  the  elements j 
of  a  service  are  the  stepping  stones  on  the  high-i 
way  to  God.  They  are  means  whereby  the  wor-j 
shiper  journeys  to  the  Divine  God.  They  are  ve- 
hicles of  communication  between  man  and  God. 
Thus,  a  good  worship  service  form  will  never  i 
point  to  itself  but  Godward. 

When  one  studies  the  ways  that  people  have 
worshiped  God  through  the  ages  he  finds  that 
they  have  found  certain  natural  ways  by  which 
they  expressed  their  feeling  and  have  communi- 
cated with  Him.  The  common  forms  of  worship 
in  the  Brethren  Church  have  been  passed  on  tc 
us  as  a  result  of  our  forefathers  having  found  a 
natural  way  to  communicate  with  God.  As  com- 
pared with  a  Slovak  Lutheran  Service  which  has 
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nineteen  separate  parts  to  the  worship  service, 
and  a  Fourth  Century  Order  of  Public  Worship 
Service  consisting  of  twelve  distinct  parts  with 
each  having  two  sub-elements,  the  worship  ser- 
vices in  the  Brethren  Church  are  much  shorter 
and  simpler. 

As  one  analyzes  the  elements  of  our  worship 
service  he  will  begin  to  understand  the  meaning 
of  movement  and  rhythm  in  worship.  The  basic 
pattern  for  worship  in  the  Brethren  Church  is 
thus: 

Prelude 

Processional 

Pastoral    Call   to    Worship 

The  Invocation 

Hymn 

Scripture 

Prayer 

Hymn 

Offering 

The  Sermon 

Benediction 

Postlude 

Each  element  of  the  worship  service  is  an  in- 
|tegral  part  of  the  service.  But  there  are  many 
.in  an  average  congregation  who  look  upon  the 
order  of  church  worship  as  a  mere  succession  of 
items.  While  there  may  be  variety  in  the  com- 
iponent  parts  there  should  be  an  integrated  struc- 
iture.  And  in  this  structure  there  should  be  unity. 
'Therefore,  it  is  important  that  the  order  of  wor- 
iship  be  well  planned  and  directed.  As  the  wor- 
jshiper  passes  from  one  element  of  the  service  to 
lanother  he  should  become  more  reverently  aware 
of  the  presence  of  God  and  his  spirit  should 
move  closer  to  God. 

THE  PRELUDE 

The  hearts  of  worshipers  may  be  called  to 
jprayer  and  praise  through  music.  But  this  music 
should  be  appropriate  to  prayer  and  praise  and 
|not  "jazzy."  This  music  should  be  capable  of 
striking  deep  into  the  heart  of  the  worshiper. 
(Many  worship  services  have  been  ruined  by  the 
pse  of  cheap,  showy  preludes. 

[  Noisy  feet,  whisperings,  and  any  confusion  in 
the  sanctuary  may  be  quieted  by  the  prelude.  It 
is  a  musical  way  of  saying  "let  us  unite  in  com- 
mon worship  of  God."  The  prelude  brings  the  as- 
sembly from  confusion  to  meditation.  Its  power 
of  suggestion  brings  to  mind  tiie  words  of  the 
psalmist  who  said,  "0  come,  let  us  worship  and 


(This  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  three  articles  on  'The 
Art  of  Worship,"  by  Brother  Berkshire.  The  first  ap- 
peared in  the  Brethren  Evangelist  for  October  20th;  the 
third  is  scheduled  to  appear  in  the  December  15th  issue.) 


bow  down;  let  us  kneel  before  the  Lord  our 
maker"  (Psalm  95:6)  and  "Be  still,  and  know 
that  I  am  God."  (Psalm  46:10a)  With  proper 
training  in  the  art  of  worship,  any  congregation 
will  be  elevated  to  the  spirit  of  attention  and 
awareness  when  the  prelude  begins. 

THE  PROCESSIONAL 

The  processional  involves  drama  and  move- 
ment. It  raises  the  atmosphere  of  expectation  in 
the  worshiper's  heart  and  mind.  And  the  wor- 
shiper anticipates  the  next  movement  in  the  wor- 
ship service. 

While  the  processional  is  not  too  common  in 
the  less  liturgical  churches  there  are  a  few 
churches  that  practice  this  form  in  worship.  The 
processional  has  a  note  of  symbolism  in  it.  It  rep- 
resents a  journey  to  God ;  a  pathway  to  a  definite 
goal.  It  also  has  the  practical  value  of  getting  the 
choir  into  its  place  quietly  and  reverently. 

PASTORAL  CALL  TO  WORSHIP 

The  pastoral  call  to  worship  is  a  salutation  to 
God.  It  beckons  the  worshiper  to  worship  God. 
It  is  a  call  that  is  addressed  to  the  people,  and 
not  especially  to  God.  But  nevertheless,  there  is 
a  twofold  beat  in  the  rhythm  of  the  pastoral  call 
to  worship ;  God  comes  to  His  people  and  His  peo- 
ple respond  to  Him. 

This  call  to  worship  may  be  Scripture,  a  stanza 
of  a  hymn  or,  a  Christian  thought  which  may  in- 
duce the  wandering  mind  to  focus  Godward.  Such 
a  call  is  not  a  call  from  the  leader  but  rather,  it 
is  a  call  from  the  Church.  Therefore,  a  call  to 
worship  should  be  chosen  wisely;  it  should,  in  a 
very  real  sense,  be  a  call  to  worship. 

THE  INVOCATION 

The  invocation  is  addressed  to  God,  calling 
upon  Him  to  be  present.  The  content  of  this 
prayer  should  be  in  accordance  with  this  thought. 
It  is  an  invitation  to  God  to  visit  the  worship 
service  with  His  presence.  The  word  itself,  "in- 
vocation," comes  from  the  Latin  meaning  to  "call 
in."  And  the  voice  in  which  it  is  spoken  should 
reflect  a  quiet  confidence  that  God  will  be  pres- 
ent. As  in  all  prayer,  the  leader  should  not  in- 
trude quickly  into  the  thoughts  of  the  congrega- 
tion but,  pause  a  moment  before  the  invocation 
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and  allow   the  congregation   tO'  be  prepared  foi" 
the  incoming  of  God's  Spirit. 

HYMN  SINGING 

Congregational  singing  fuses  the  congregation 
into  one  mass  assembly.  Enthusiasm  and  joy  are 
shared  through  congregational  singing.  The  group 
becgmes  unified  into  one  body  through  singing. 
Hymns  may  express  a  multitude  of  thoughts; 
praise,  purpose  of  heart,  faith,  gratitude,  conse- 
cration, and  dedication  aie  but  a  few  thoughts 
which  they  may  express. 

Hymns  should  be  chosen  with  particular 
thought  in  mind.  Usually  the  first  hymn  is  a 
hymn  of  praise.  One  that  appears  before  the 
prayer  should  be  suggestive  or  in  the  tempo  of 
prayer.  The  use  of  congregational  singing  serves 
as  a  vehicle  to  audibly  reaffirm  our  belief  in 
Christ  and  to  express  our  dedication  to  Him. 

SCRIPTURE  READING 

The  movement  or  rhythm  in  Scripture  reading 
is  from  God  to  man.  The  Divine  Word  is  God 
speaking  to  man!  But  today,  we  have  minimized 
this  movement;  we  have  abbreviated  our  Scrip- 
ture reading  and  in  some  cases  have  omitted  it. 
We  have  lost  the  heritage  of  the  early  church, 
in  this  respect.  The  congregation  listened  to 
lengthy  passages  being  read.  And  in  the  Jewish 
synagogue  today  the  worship  service  consists 
mainly  of  the  reading  of  the  Scripture. 

The  use  of  responsive  readings  traditionally 
comes  from  the  antiphonals  and  chanting  in  the 
Hebrew  service.  While  many  of  the  congregation 
may  not  sing  the  hymns  they  will  join  in  the 
reading  of  the  Scripture  responses.  And  although 
many  hymn  books  include  responsive  readings, 
one  can  encourage  his  congregation  to  carry  Bibles 
if  the  responses  are  read  directly  from  their 
Bibles.  As  Dr.  Paul  E.  Johnson  suggests,  "Unison 
reading  brings  social  participation,  resonance, 
and  interpersonal  co-operation." 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 

THE  PASTORAL  PRAYER  I 

Ideally,  the  pastoral  prayer  should  contain  the ' 
following  elements: 

1.  Prayer  of  Adoration;  exaltation  of  God, 

2.  Praj^er  of  Confession;  we  cannot  approach 
God  or  come  into  His  presence  without  an  aware- 
ness of  our  sin. 

3.  Prayer  of  Absolution ;  the  acceptance  of  par- 
don. 

4.  Prayer  of  Petition;  we  present  supplication! 
for  the  needs  of  body  and  soul,  in  accordance! 
with  his  purposes  for  us.  ' 

5.  Prayer  of  Thanksgiving;  for  all  the  gifts! 
and  mercies  He  has  given  to  us. 

6.  Prayer  of  Intercession;  prayer  for  others  ini 
need.  \ 

7.  Prayer  of  Consecration;  that  we  offer  our-| 
selves  to  God  and  his  righteousness. 

To  offer  up  a  prayer  for  God's  needy  peoplel 
is  a  priestly  privilege.  All  the  experiences,  emo^ 
tions,  and  aspirations  of  the  congregation  are 
brought  together  in  the  pastoral  prayer.  In  this 
prayer  the  pastor  is  the  voice  of  the  people. 

THE  OFFERING 

The  offering  is  not  the  price  of  admission  tcj 
the  worship  service!  Rather,  it  is  an  high  act  oi 
dedication  to  One  whom  we  serve.  If  the  centei 
of  thought  is  on  the  coin  which  we  may  place  ir 
the  offering  plate,  then  we  have  missed  th( 
whole  point  of  this  element  of  the  worship  ser 
vice.  The  movement  at  this  point  is  that  of  vol 
untary  dedication  or  surrender  of  one's  all  as  i 
living  sacrifice, 

THE  SERMON 

The  sermon,  in  our  Protestant  churches,  ha; 
become  the  high  point,  chief  interest,  and  cente; 
of  the  worship  service.  All  other  elements  havi 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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MISSIONARY     DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY   BOARD  OF  THE   BRETHREN  CHURCH 
530   College   Ave..    Ashland,   Ohio.    Phone    39582 


Contributing   Editors:    W.    CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE.   Gen.    Sec'y. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER.   Adm.   Aistitant 


CALLING  ALL  CARS 


THE  Missionary  Board  has 
been  "Calling  All  Cars"  for 
something  suited  to  the  needs 
of  the  Krypton  work,  for  Mar- 
garet Lowery's  use.  Here  is 
what  they  came  up  with — a 
jeep,  mechanically  constructed 
and  temperamentally  constitut- 
ed to  negotiate  the  curves,  gul- 
lies, streams,  etc.  which  char- 
acterize   that   area. 

Some  of  the  roads  Margaret 
has  been  called  upon  to  travel 
have  been  practically  or  entire- 
ly impassable  with  her  car. 

Now  this  little  monster  is 
positively  "terrivorous" — it  eats 
up  the  terrain.  Purchase  of  the 

much-needed  little  vehicle  is  being  made  possible  by 
gifts  from  the  Pennsylvania  District  W.  M.  S.,  the  Cen- 
tral District  W.  M.  S.,  the  Wonder  Class  from  Oakville, 


Indiana,   and    a    Sunday   school   class  at   Elkhart. 

Thanks  Everybody! 


Testimonial: 

T  SOMETIMES  FEAR  that  we  as  Brethren  fail  to  appre- 
ciate  the  good  work  our  Board  is  doing,  both  in  home 
and  foreign  fields.  I  well  remember  the  very  substantial 
help  the  Board  gave  to  our  Oak  Hill  Church. 


Let  us  all   give  our  prayers  and  of  our  means  to  the 
worthy  work  our  Home  Board  is  doing. 
In    Christ's   name. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Duncan, 

Oak  Hill,  West  Virginia. 


PAY-AS-YOU-GROW 


AMERICAN  economy  is  based  largely 
on  the  pay-as-you-go  plan;  and  the 
results  are  phenomenal.  Similarly,  at  Lost 
Creek,  we  have  been  proceeding  pretty 
much  on  the  pay-as-you-grow  theory;  how- 
ever, recently  the  growing  has  somewhat 
exceeded  the  paying.  Now  we  need  to  re- 
pay what  has  been  borrowed  to  proceed 
thus  far.  Also,  we  need  additional  funds 
with  which  to  complete  the  gymnasium- 
classroom  quarters. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows  what 
a  lovely  building  we  have — under  roof  and 
free  from  danger  of  depreciation  from  the 
weather — but  it  is  not  yet  ready  for  use. 
Wiring,  flooring,  plumbing,  etc.,  must  be 
supplied — after  we  pay  what  has  been  bor- 
rowed. 


the   principle    Pay- As- You- Grow;  but  let's  be  sure  to  GROW! 
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Brethren  Berean  Camp  -| 
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THE  BRETHREN  BEREAN  CAMP  is  located  near 
Twain-Harte  in  the  Sierra  Mountains  about  seventy- 
five  miles  from  the  Yosemite  National  Park.  This  year's 
camp  was  held  on  the  week  of  June  17-24.  Rev.  Vernon 
Grisso  of  Tucson,  Arizona  was  the  camp  evangelist.  Rev. 
Chuck  Leviton  of  the  Stockton  Brethren  Church,  Rev. 
Bruce  Warner,  Modesto,  and  Rev.  Charles  Inman  of  the 


Roadside  Cross  Church  were  the  inspirational  spe;  en 
Teachers  for  the  primary  were  Mrs.  Homer  Brook  an 
Mrs.  Vic  Johnson;  Juniors,  Mrs.  Joseph  Whismaian 
Mrs.  Vic  Johnson;  Intermediates,  Mrs.  C.  Y.  Cim 
and  Mrs.  Joseph  Whisman;  Young  People,  Rev.  Vnc 
Grisso  and  Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer.  The  class  enroll  n' 
were  primary,  6;  juniors,  10;  intermediates,  19;  am 
young   people,  34.    Sixteen   young   people   and   inteii 
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)rthern  California  ~  1956 
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it.,  and    three  helpers    were   from   Tucson.   There  were 

IVst-time  confessions  and  4  life  recruits. 
lie  Berean  Executive  Committee  was  composed  of 
ry  Crom,  president;  Clay  Brooks,  vice  president;  Nor- 
nijean  Brooks,  secretary;  Stanley  Hagstrom,  treasur- 
er iDavid  Larsen,  chorister;  Karen  Larsen,  pianist;  How- 
ir  Crom,  assistant  chorister;  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  pastor-coun- 
«jr.   Mrs.   Howard   Crom    and   Mrs.    Stanley   Hagstrom 


were  in  chai-ge  of  the  cooking,  and  other  ladies  in  camp 
gave  excellent  assistance.  Mrs.  Merle  Johnson  had  charge 
of  the  dining  hall.  Mrs.  Estelle  Huse  was  camp  mother 
for  her  nineteenth  year.  Donald  Harnden  was  camp 
father.   Mrs.   Bessie   Stevens,  Tucson,  was  camp  nurse. 

The  trustees  of  the  camp  are  Stanley  Hagstrom,  How- 
ard Crom,  Homer  Brooks,  Frank  Coykendall,  Ray  Johnson 
and  Julian  Hallett. 
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"WE  WORSHIP  TOGETHER" 
II     Worship  In  Action:  A  Highway  To  God 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

become  "preliminaries,"  Consequently,  many 
have  a  distorted  view  of  the  whole  idea  of  the 
worship  service.  But,  the  sermon  is  an  integer, 
one  part,  and  not  the  whole  of  the  worship  ser- 
vice !  Let  us  treat  it  so ! 

The  sermon  is  addressed  to  man.  It  is  a  chal- 
lenge to  man.  It  may  be  an  application  of,  an 
explanation  of,  or  an  exhortation  relative  to  the 
Word  of  God.  It  may  be  a  challenge  to  heroic 
action,  a  call  to  Christian  service,  insight  into 
righteous  living,  or  some  other  phase  of  Chris- 
tian living.  The  sermon  is  God  speaking  to  people 
through  the  voice  of  a  preacher  who  is  ordained 
to  proclaim  His  Word,  (cf  John  1:23).  The 
movement  is  from  God  to  man.  But  unless  the 
sermon  leads  someone  to  God  then  the  sermon 
has  failed  in  its  performance. 

THE  BENEDICTION 

The  benediction  has  the  reality  of  "Lo,  I  am 
with  you,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  It 
confirms  the  feeling  of  God's  abiding  presence. 
But  the  best  explanation  is  that  of  a  little  boy 
who  defines  the  benediction  as  "asking  God  to 
go  home  with  you."  The  benediction  calls  for  the 
grace  of  God  and  divine  peace  to  depart  with  each 
worshiper.  And  thus  the  rhythmic  cycle  ends 
with  the  benediction  until  we  join  a  host  of  wor- 
shipers once  again  in  the  House  of  the  Lord. 

THE  POSTLUDE 

The  postlude  is  the  musical  benediction  on  the 
worshipers.  It  provides  a  formal  closing  for  the 
service.  This  music  should  fit  the  mood  of  this 
part  of  the  service. 

Lanark,  Illinois. 
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Spiritual  flDebitations 


How  About 
Your  Offerings? 


Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

HOME  MISSION  OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  address  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren   Church,   530  College   Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio. 


Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 


AFRAID  IN  THE  DARK 

"It  was  now  dark  and  Jesus  was  not  come  to  them." 
John  6:17. 

THE  STORY  GOES  of  a  little  lad  whose  evening  duty 
it  was  to  put  the  milk  bottles  out  on  the  porch  be- 
fore the  family  retired.  One  night  when  he  opened  the 
door  and  looked  out  he  realized  that  it  was  exceptionally 
dark.  Shrinking  from  the  sense  of  possible  danger  he 
exclaimed:  "It's  too  dark  to  go  out  without  a  father." 
In  the  incident  of  our  text  it  was  a  dark  and  stormy 
night,  and  as  far  as  the  disciples  were  aware  they  were 
alone  in  the  midst  of  the  raging  storm  and  billows.  There 
was  no  beloved  Master  in  the  ship  with  them,  to  compose 
their  troubled  minds  or  encourage  their  drooping  hearts. 
Possibly  if  the  night  had  been  calm  and  clear  they  would 
not  have  sensed  the  Master's  absence  so  keenly.  But  now 
everything  seemed  to  be  against  them.  The  troubled  sea, 
the  boisterous  wind,  the  dense  darkness,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  rowing  against  wind  and  wave — and  the  Lord's 
absence — made  their  position  one  of  perplexity  and  dis- 
tress. 

And  where  is  the  Master  all  this  time,  whither  has  He 
gone?  Has  He  lost  interest  in  or  ceased  to  care  for  His 
disciples?    Is  He  not  aware   of  their  distress?  We  may 
say  that  He  has  gone  to  the  place  of  power,  and  is  even 
then  using  that  power  in  their  behalf.  From  the  moun- 
tain, where  He  has  gone  to  pray,  His  all-seeing  eye  is 
following   them   unweariedly.    Not    a    single    wave    has 
touched  the  vessel  without  His  measuring  its  height.  Noti 
a  breath  of  wind  has  gone  forth  from  the  chamber  of! 
the  winds  without  His  having  commissioned  it.  He  is  at] 
the  helm   of  the  winds,  the  waves,  and  the  vessel.  His! 
hand    controls    everything,    He    rules  over   all.   Never   is  | 
God  more  near  to  His  people,  or  they  more  dear  to  Him, 
than  when  they  are  passing  through  storms,  apparently 
alone. 

"Let  me  no  more  my  comfort  draw 

From  my  frail  hold  of  Thee; 
In  this  alone  rejoice  with  awe, 

Thy  mighty  grasp  of  me." 

—J.  C.  Shairp. 


ICatd  to  %PHt 


ECKMAN.  Mrs.  Walter  Eckman,  formerly  Ada  Man- 
ning, departed  this  life  October  8,  1956,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-seven  years  in  her  home  at  Holland,  Michigan.  She 
had  been  ill  one  year.  Member  of  the  College  Corner 
Church  since  1933.  Survivors  include  her  husband,  a  son 
and  a  daughter,  her  parents,  four  sisters  and  three 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  from  the  Col- 
lege  Corner  Church  by  the  pastor. 

G.  B.  Hanna. 
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MT.    OLIVE   REVIVAL 

The  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  church  enjoyed  a  season  of 
Revival  and  Evangelistic  services  September  11-23.  We 
were  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  enthusiastic  and  valu- 
able services  of  our  beloved  brother  J.  D.  "Bud"  Hamel. 
The  fervor  of  his  preaching  and  his  utter  goodwill, 
[geniality  and  appreciative  good  nature  endeared  him  to 
bur  people  and  many  others  of  the  community.  He  has 
already  written  of  his  impressions  in  the  Evangelist,  to 
Which  I  will  add  a  little.  We  are  very  grateful  to  the 
[South  Bend  Brethren  for  thus  sharing  Brother  Hamel 
jvvith  us.  It  would  be  hard  to  say  enough  complimentary 
things  about  this  dedicated  and  vigoi-ous  young  servant 
pf  the  Lord.  So  we  simply  will  say  we  are  thankful  to 
|;he  Lord  and  all  those  who  prayed  and  worked  to  make 
[this  meeting  the  great  experience  that  it  was  for  all  of 
s  here. 

The  first  Sunday  of  the  meeting  was  observed  as  Home- 
homing  Sunday,  and  to  the  great  surprise  of  the  Pastor 
]md  his  wife  it  also  turned  out  to  be  a  very  special  oc- 
casion for  us,  for  the  congregation  honored  us  with  a 
ovely  three-tiered  cake  and  appropriate  decorations.  A 
j/ery  kind  speech  by  Mrs.  Vallie  Bowman,  treasurer  of 
|;he  church,  preceded  the  gift  of  silver  dollars  by  the 
Congregation  commemorating  my  twenty-fifth  year  as 
ir'astor  at  Mt.  Olive.  The  lovely  cake  and  punch  also 
lielped  celebrate  Mrs.  Locke's  birthday  and  our  wedding 
anniversary.  Bi-other  Hamel  and  certain  ones  of  the  con- 
;?regation  knew  all  about  this,  and  had  quite  a  write-up 
|n  the  Daily  paper  complete  with  a  very  good  picture 
.considering  one  of  the  subjects)  taken  by  the  press 
photographer  who  had  been  invited  to  be  on  hand  at  the 
right  moment.  Since  this  write-up  and  picture  was  pub- 
lished in  the  paper  I  have  had  letters  from  people  in 
|/arious  places.  Since  Brother  Hamel  knew  all  about  this 
Celebration  from  the  very  night  of  his  arrival,  and  did 
lot  tell  me,  I  have  now  the  greatest  respect  for  his  abil- 
ty  to  keep  a  confidence.  He  was  a  fine  man  to  work  with 
fs  an  evangelist  and  I  do  sincerely  appreciate  his  fine 
Ivork  and  spirit.  May  the  Lord's  choicest  blessings  always 
ittend  him  and  his  loved  ones  in  the  gospel  ministry. 

j  One  of  the  features  of  the  Homecoming  Day  which 
[neant  much  to  all  of  our  people  was  the  presence  of 
*^lder  G.  W.  Chambers  and  Mrs.  Chambers  and  members 
i)f  their  family.  It  is  like  a  benediction  to  have  these 
rood  people  come  and  fellowship  in  the  church  they 
|;erved  so  long  and  so  well.  Brother  Chambers  is  now 
l>ne  of  our  super-annuated  ministers  but  his  heart  is 
vith  the  work  of  the  Brethren  Church.  We  were  all 
jrateful  that  he  and  his  family  were  able  to  be  with  us. 
The    weather    for    the   meeting     was     superb,   too.     Of 


course  we  are  most  grateful  for  the  many  decisions  for 
Christ  which  we  hope  will  continue  to  bless  the  life  and 
work  of  .the  church  in  the  days  ahead.  Recently  the 
Youth  Crusaders  re-organized  and  our  Brother  Hamel 
made  a  fine  contribution  to  this  phase  of  the  church's 
work.  A  Youth  workshop  for  the  whole  district  is  to  be 
held  Nov.  10  at  Mt.  Olive  under  the  direction  of  Phillip 
Lersch. 

A  week  following  the  Revival,  Sept.  30,  we  had  a  full 
church  to  meet  the  Bischofs  and  see  the  pictures  of 
Africa. 

Before  I  close  I  must  say  a  further  word  of  appre- 
ciation to  Brother  Hamel  for  his  cornet  playing.  His 
solos  and  help  on  the  hymns,  were  further  reasons  for 
our  enjoyment  of  his  stay  with  us.  We  hope  that  he 
will  be  able  to  come  again.  We  covet  the  prayers  of  all 
the  brethren. 

John   F.   Locke,   Pastor. 

II       H       ^ 

MEXICO,  INDIANA 

The  Mexico  Brethren  Church  of  Mexico,  Indiana,  called 
the  undersigned  to  its  pastorate  for  this  year  beginning 
October  1.  The  town  of  Mexico  is  growing  rapidly,  with 
many  new  homes  being  built  within  the  town  itself  as 
well  as  just  south  of  the  town.  The  church  felt  that  it 
should  have  a  pastor  on  the  field  to  work  in  this  new 
area.  They  had  been  served  only  on  a  part  time  basis 
for  some  time.  The  church  had  had  a  parsonage  several 
years  ago,  but  had  sold  it.  They  are  now  planning  to 
buy  or  build  a  new  one.  Rev.  Miller  will  serve  the  church 
on  a  full-time  basis  as  soon  as  he  can  move.  For  the 
present,  however  preaching  services  are  held  each  Sun- 
day morning  only. 

This  is  an  important  step  forward  for  the  Mexico 
church  and  we  desire  the  prayei's  of  all  for  the  success 
of  this   forward   step. 

Rev.  Miller  was  ordained  July  8  of  this  year  in  the 
College  Corner  Church  of  which  he  became  a  member 
in  1914  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  P.  M.  Fishes. 

Rev.  Ralph  E.  Miller,  Sr. 
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Vrayer  flfleeting 
Studies 

TBy  G.  T.  §ilmer 


THANKSGIVING   DAY 

For  the  days  when  nothing  happens, 

For  the   cares   that   leave   no  trace, 
For  the  love  of  little  children. 

For  each   sunny   dwelling  place, 
For  the  altars  of  our  fathers. 

And  the  closets  where  we  pray, 
Take,  O    Gracious    God   and   Father, 

Praises  this  Thanksgiving  Day. 

For   our    harvest    safe   ingathered, 

For  our  golden  store  of  wheat. 
For  the  cornlands  and  the  vinelands, 

For    the    flowers  up-springing   sweet, 
For  our  coasts  from  want  protected, 

For    each    inlet,  river,    bay. 
By  the  bounty  full  and  flowing. 

Take  our  praise  this  joyful  day. 

For  our  dear  ones  lifted  higher 

Through  the  darkness  to  the  light, 
Ours  to  love  and  ours  to  cherish 

In  dear  memory,  beyond  sight, 
For  our  kindred  and  acquaintance 

In  yon  Heaven  who  safely  stay, 
We  uplift  our  psalms  of  triumph. 

Lord,  on   this   Thanksgiving  day. 

— Margaret  E.  Sangster. 

EVERY  CHILD  OF  GOD  has  much  reason  for  thanks- 
giving (Psalm  103:1-5).  Thanksgiving  should  be 
every  day  in  the  year  (Psalm  34:1).  Thanksgiving  should 
be  "all  the  day  long"  (Psalm  35:28).  If  we  praised  God 
and  talked  of  His  righteousness  all  day  long,  those  who 
seek  to  harm  us  would  be  confounded  (Psalm  71:22-24). 
The  angels  praise  God  and  Heaven  is  filled  with  song 
(Psalm  103:20,  21).  Even  the  universe,  without  person- 
ality, praises  God   (Psalm  19:1-3;   103:25). 

We  are  not  to  forget  to  thank  God  for  ALL  His  bene- 
fits (Psalm  103:2).  Be  sure  to  thank  Him  for  the  for- 
giveness of  your  sins  (v.  3)!  God  gave  His  Son  for  this 
benefit  (1  Tim.  1:15).  Can  you  think  of  any  blessing 
more  important  than  this  (Luke  19:10)  ?  Are  you  rejoic- 
ing over  salvation  or  over  something  else  (Luke  10:20)? 
Could  it  be  you  have  lost  your  first  love?    (Rev.  2:4) 

A  secondary  blessing  is  good  health  (Psalm  103:3b).  If 
you  have  been  healed  by  the  prayer  of  faith  (James 
5:13-16)  you  should  never  forget  to  thank  God  and  to 
serve  Him  out  of  gratitude  for  it.  However,  if  God  wants 
you  to  remain  sick  for  His  glory  or  for  your  good,  praise 
Him  just  the  same  (Rom.  8:28). 

Let  us  thank  God  for  sparing  our  lives  from  day  to 
day  (Psalm  34:7).  The  true  child  of  God  has  a  guardian 
angel  (Heb.  1:14).  When  we  are  committed  to  God  He 
will   give   His  angels  charge  over  us   (Psalm  91:11,  12). 


We  love  to  sing  the  hymn,  "Under  His  Wings"  (Psalii 
91:4-6).  We  know  that  God  has  a  time  for  a  saint  t; 
die  (Psalm  116:15).  But  when  our  work  is  not  finishe! 
for  the  Lord,  we,  like  the  Psalmist,  may  pray  for  th| 
extension  of  our  lives  (Psalm  13:3).  Jesus  prayed  i 
Gethsemane  and  was  spared  for  Calvary  (Heb.  5:7).  Ho\ 
often  have  we  been  spared  from  dangers  "seen  and  urj 
seen"   (Psalm   103:4a)! 

God  will  crown  us  with  His  lovingkindness  and  tendej 
mercies  if  we  will  let  Him.  Thus  God  crowned  Joseph  i! 
prison  (Gen.  39:21),  and  Daniel  in  captivity  (Dan.  1:9^' 
God  remembers  those  who  revere  Him  (Psalm  103:13  i 
He  "satisfieth  thy  mouth  with  good  things"  now  (Psah 
103:5a),  and  with  better  things  in  prospect  (Luke  14:15 
Thank  Him  for  His  every  gift  (James  1:17;  Psalm  116:: 
12,  13),  and  lovingly  obey  His  gospel  commands  (Joh 
14:25). 


Lesson    for    November    25,    1956 

THE  FORGIVING   FATHER 

Lesson:    Luke    15:11-24 

N  ENGLISH  OFFICER  riding  over  the  battlefie) 
with  his  servant,  noticed  a  wounded  enemy  soldiei 
"Give  the  poor  fellow  a  drink  from  the  water  bottle! 
he  said.  As  the  servant  stooped  down  the  soldier  fin 
and  only  narrowly  missed.  Stepping  back,  the  serva: 
said:  "What  shall  I  do  now,  sir?"  "Give  him  the  wat« 
all  the   same,"  was  the  noble  officer's  reply. 

God  forgives — not  once,  but  countless  times.  Luke  ^ 
presents  not  only  accounts  of  The  Prodigal  Son  and  TI 
Loveless  Brother,  but  also  of  The  Forgiving  Father.  ^ 
we  read  this  story  let  us,  therefore,  see  in  it  an  illu 
tration  of  a  Heavenly  Father  who  stands  ready  to  fo 
give    His    wayward    children. 

The  father  must  have  been  very  grieved  when  h 
youngest  son  decided  to  leave  the  household.  As  a  wi; 
father  who  was  aware  of  the  endless  pitfalls  in  this  cru( 
heartless  woi'ld,  he  longed  to  protect  his  child.  But  I 
would  not  violate  his  son's  will.  What  the  boy  wilk 
to  do  he  was  permitted  to  do.  So  the  boy  left  the  prote 
tion  and  care  of  his  father  and  wandered  alone  into  t]| 
world.  I 

God  is  a  wise  and  loving  Heavenly  Father  who  kno\| 
the    dangers    that    lurk    in    this    world.    He    knows    Satij 
is  an   adversary  who   "walketh   about,   seeking  whom  Ij 
may  devour"    (I   Peter  5:8).   The   Father  longs   that  H| 
children  stay  within   the   confines   and   protection  of  H} 
love  and  care.   But  He  will  not   violate  the   human  wij 
When  we   His  children  will  our  own   wills,   disregardii 
the  Divine  Will,  He  permits  us  to  do  so.  For  God  did  n 
create   man    to    be    a  machine    controlled    by     a    mast 
switch.  Instead  He  made  man  a  personality  composed 
a   will,   emotions,   and   intellect.    God   would  have  us  w'l 
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His  Will,  so  that  our  desire  would  be,  "Not  my  will,  but 
Thine  be  done." 

And  so  the  youngest  son  went  off  into  the  world  where 
he  wasted  his  substance  and  time  in  riotous  living.  The 
A'orld  was  not  as  attractive  and  glittering  as  he  had 
)nce  thought!  He  discovered  that  "all  that  glitters  is  not 
jold."  Soon  his  money  was  gone!  Then  his  friends  were 
jone!  The  fascination  also  was  gone!  He  longed  for  the 
comfort  and  love  and  protection  of  his  father's  home. 

Then  came  the  day  when  his  will  was  broken.  Now  he 
yas  ready  to  will  his  father's  will.  "I  will  arise  and  go 
;o  my  father,  and  will  say  unto  him,  Father,  I  have 
jinned  ..." 

What  about  the  father  all  this  time  ?  The  months  were 
ong  without  his  beloved  son.  He  continued  to  love  his 
)oy,  wayward  though  he  was.  Day  after  day  he  would 
rudge  to  the  top  of  the  hill  and  look  with  anxious  eyes 
n  the  direction  in  which  his  boy  had  gone.  But  there 
vas  no  sign  of  him.  Night  after  night  he  would  cry  out 
n  anguish: 

"Child,    come    home,    child,    come    home, 
Wand'ring  child,  why  longer  roam  ? 

'Tis  thy  Father  entreats — 
Wand'ring  child,  O,  come  home." 

Then  came  the  long-awaited  day  when  the  son  did  re- 
jurn!  The  father  was  willing  to  forgive  and  to  forget. 
iFor  this  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again,  he  was 

st,  and  is  found." 


Our  Heavenly  Father  "forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities" 
(Psalm  103:3).  Some  would  interpret  this  to  mean  that 
in  is  a  light  matter.  Not  so!  Nor  is  forgiveness  granted 
fntil  forgiveness  is  sought.  The  true  basis  for  the  for- 
iiveness  of  sins  is  faith  in  the  death  of  Christ  on  the 
jross,  for  it  is  "the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son  (that) 
jleanseth  us  from  all  sin"   (I  John  1:7). 

'  "The  Heavenly  Father  seals  His  pardon  to  us  when  He 
eclares,   'I   have   blotted  out,   as    a    cloud,     thy    sins.'  " 

(-Alexander  MacLaren. 


Sunday  School  Suggestions 

The    Sunday    School   Board    of 
The  Brethren  Church 

by     Jerry  Flora 


HOW  TO  BUSLD  AHENDANCE 

NE  OF  THE  OUTSTANDING  Sunday  school  author- 
ities in  America  is  Dr.  P.  H.  Welshimer  of  Canton, 
hio,  whose  Sunday  school  attendance  averages  about 
,000  each  week.  Dr.  Welshimer  lists  ten  essentials  in 
iiilding  attendance. 

1.  Make  the  school  attractive.  The  rooms  should  be 
ean,  light,  and  airy  with  appropriate  pictures  on  all 
assroom  walls.  Sympathy,  love,  good  will,  cheerfulness, 
id  helpfulness  must  be  shown  to  newcomers  so  that 
ley   will    want   to    come  again. 

2.  Be  sociable.  Shake  hands  with  people  when  they 
iter  and  when  they  leave.  Committees  of  greeters  should 


be  at  every  church  door  to  welcome  people  as  they  ai'rive. 
Dr.  Welshimer  says  that  such  a  practice  will  popularize 
your   Sunday   school  more   than  any  one  thing. 

3.  Let  the  leaders  set  an  example.  If  teachers  and 
officers  are  intez'ested  in  increasing  attendance,  the  pupils 
will   be    interested  too. 

4.  Use  plenty  of  publicity.  Such  items  as  invitation 
cards,  posters,  church  bulletins  and  newspapers,  hand- 
bills, doorknob  hangers,  and  newspaper  ads  have  proved 
very  effective.  Take  a  lesson  from  the  stores  near  you. 
It   pays  to   advertise! 

5.  Know  your  community.  In  large  communities  take 
a  church  census  every  year;  in  smaller  ones,  every  two 
years.  Somewhere  in  the  church  there  should  be  a  map 
marking  the    location  of   all  the   members'   homes. 

6.  Serve  your  community.  Have  an  exhibit  at  the 
county  fair.  Furnish  workers  in  campaigns  for  reform 
and  charity.  Help  in  union  days  of  prayer.  Show  the 
people  of  your  community  that  you  are  interested  in 
them  and  are  on  the  job. 

7.  Visit  constantly  and  systematically.  No  better  method 
of  reaching  prospects  has  ever  been  found  than  that 
of  visitation.  There  should  be  some  visitation  going  on 
every  week  for  your  Sunday  school. 

8.  Recognize  achievement.  People  want  to  be  appre- 
ciated; they  like  to  feel  important.  Give  credit  for  at- 
tendance, handwork,  and  memory  work.  Honor  workers 
for  faithful  or  outstanding  service.  But  remember,  rec- 
ognition is  only  a  means  to  an  end — not  an  end  in  itself. 

9.  Hold  sane  contests.  Many  people  criticize  Sunday 
school  contests,  but  they  can  be  most  beneficial  if  prop- 
erly conducted.  Contests  will  enlist  new  workers,  adver- 
tize your  school,  secure  new  prospects,  and  encourage 
regular  attendance.  In  short,  contests  do  for  the  Sunday 
school  what  good  sales  do  for  the  average  store. 

10.  Have  a  good  school.  The  emphasis  here  is  on  the 
words  "good"  and  "school."  There  must  be  something 
worthwhile  for  people  when  they  come  to  Sunday  school. 
This  will  require  trained  teachers,  the  best  materials 
available,  and  a  dynamic  spiritual  message  at  all  times. 

All  of  this  is  done  for  just  one  purpose — to  reach  peo- 
ple for  Christ,  to  teach  them  about  Christ,  to  win  them 
to  Christ,   to   train   them   to  serve  Christ. 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch.  Youth  Director 

"WHY  IS  THIS  SO?" 

by  Vincent  Daniel  (Malaya) 

"IN  AUGUST,  1954,  I  had  the  privilege  of  leading  an 
ecumenical  work  camp  in  Morib,  a  seaside  town  in  Ma- 
laya. Young  Christians  of  various  races  and  denomina- 
tions worked,  played,  and  lived  together.  We  transformed 
an  old  thatched  shed  into  a  youth  center.  A  non-Christian 
carpenter  helped  us.  He  joined  with  us  in  all  our  activ- 
ities with  one  exception — he  never  attended  a  religious 
meeting  or  Bible  study  class. 

"A  year  later,  I  had  occasion  to  visit  the  camp.  I  was 
delighted  to  see  the  carpenter  still  there.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  words  with  which  he  greeted  me.  'Mr.  Daniel,' 
he  said,  'I  have  worked  with  much  people  after  your  fel- 
lows come  and  go.  But  I  see  you  all  different.  You  fellows 
work  harder,  play  harder,  and  laugh  much  more.  WHY 
IS  THIS  SO?* 

"I    answered   him   with    one   word,   'CHRIST.' " 

SCRIPTURE:  "Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one 
of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
me."    (Matthew   25:40). 

PRAYER:  "0  God,  help  us  to  realize  that  the  truly 
joyous  life  is  a  life  of  service.  Through  the  spirit  of 
Christ  shown  in  good  works,  Thou  dost  bring  others  to 
Christ.  We  thank  thee  for  the  privilege  of  witnessing  for 
Thee.  In  Jesus'  name.  Amen." 

THOUGHT:  "I  will  not  be  content  with  just  saying 
that  I  am  a  Christian;  I  will  show  that  I  am  one,  today." 
...from  the  UPPER  ROOM 


(Let's  not  wait  until  the  Cross  Country  Conference  on 
Stewardship  in  January  to  begin  a  more  active  program 
of  being  good  stewards  of  what  God  has  given  to  us. 
The  word  "today"  calls  us  to  immediate  activity.  Be 
steward-minded. ) 


ALL  EYES  ON  FREMONT,  OHIO 

And  what  do  you  see?  Well,  on  October  27th  you  would 
see  Rev.  Kenneth  Solomon,  about  20  of  the  Frerhont 
Brethren  Youth,  and  some  youth  advisors  conducting  a 
Local  Brethren  Youth  Rally.  This  is  a  wonderful  idea! 

They  all  met  at  the  church  about  two  o'clock  on  this 
Saturday  afternoon  for  some  games  which  provided  for 
many  tests  of  skill.  Entertainment  was  provided  for 
everyone  as  they  assembled  for  the  afternoon  and  eve- 
ning of  Christian  Fellowship.  After  the  showing  of  a 
humorous  film,  a  movie  of  strong  missionary  appeal  was 
presented,  entitled  "They  Too  Must  Know."  This  stirring 
story  of  mission  work  in  one  particular  family  in  Mexico 
was  followed  by  a  good  discussion  led  by  Rev.  Solomon. 
We  talked  over  what  had  been  learned  by  seeing  the  film. 

Just  before  supper  about  45  minutes  were  spent  in  a 
Brethren  Youth  Workshop.  We  discussed  the  goals,  mag- 


azine, project,  Booster  Club,  Membership  Cards  and  manji 
other  things  that  an    active    Brethren    Youth    Crusade:! 
should    know.    Do   you    know    what    these    things   are   al 
about  ?    Better   read  the  Brethren   Youth   Magazine  then 

Several  women  of  the  Fremont  Brethren  Church  ha( 
prepared  a  fine  chili  supper  for  us  and  it  made  a  ver;i 
nice  gathering  around  nicely  decorated  tables.  Then  som^ 
jerk  from  Ashland,  named  Clem,  presented  a  command 
performance  on  a  slushpump.  (They  commanded  that  h' 
quit).   Identity   of   this   creature   will   remain  hidden. 

The  day  was  closed  with  a  worship  service  in  thf 
church  sanctuary  where  several  of  the  youth  leaders  ha< 
part  in  the  service  and  your  youth  director  was  privi 
leged  to  bring  the  message.  Don't  wait  for  your  distric 
to  have  a  youth  rally.  Plan  a  local  youth  rally  in  you 
own  church.  Fremont  did  it  and  it  turned  out  real  well 
My  thanks  goes  out  to  them  for  an  encouraging  expe 
rience. 


WATCH-OUT  FOR  BILLY! 

Very  soon  now  a  new  fellow  is  going  to  move  in  an 
help  with  Brethren  Youth  work.  His  name  is  BILL"! 
BOOTH.  We're  not  just  sure  of  his  exact  arrival  tim 
at  this  writing,  but  it  shouldn't  be  too  long  yet.  Ge 
ready  to  welcome  Billy  into  our  work,  for  I  know  he'' 
do  a  lot  of  good  work.  Look  fo  rhis  coming,  folks.  It' 
BILLY  BOOTH. 

"If  it  be  possible,  as  much  as  lieth  in  you,  live  peac€ 
ably  with   all   men." — New  Testament,  Romans   12:18. 


COME  WHAT  MAY,  here  it  is 


.A  Brand  New  Brethren  Youth  Handbook  will  be  i 
your  hands  soon.  This  collection  of  source  material  :I 
being  compiled  by  the  National  Youth  Board.  Loo| 
for  it  and  use  it  once  it  is  in  your  hands.  ' 

.  Several   post  cards  were  mailed   out   on   October  251 1 
to  you  folks  whose  subscription  to  the  Brethren  YoutI 
magazine   had    expired    in    past    months.   Don't    sho^I 
this    under   yea — million   other  items  on   your   panti 
shelf.  Please  send  us  just  one  green  dollar,  with  yoi 
name  and  address,  and  request  a   renewal.  It  may  I 
small,   but    it's   mighty.    BUT     IT'S    NOT     MIGHTS 
SMALL!  j 

.One  Brethren  Youth  Crusader  offering  per  mon'j 
should  be  coming  in  soon  from  your  group.  You  car 
be  a  banner  society  without  it.  Some  have  alreac 
acted.  Why  not  you?  This  is  one  of  your  Goals! 

.Rev.  George  Solomon  of  the  Gretna  Brethren  Chur<j 
tells  me  that  their  Brethren  Youth  is  on  a  budgj 
plan.  This  is  only  possible  'because  nearly  all  of  theil 
if  not  all,  TITHE.  Now  we're  getting  some  placl 
Let's  get  some  more  of  you  to  follow  this  examplij 
Keep  looking  for  a  report  for  the  success  of  this  a{ 
tive  group  that  means  business.  | 


DIS  IS  FER  DEE  PREACHERS 

If  you  haven't  passed  out  the  goals,  Booster  Club  can 
or  B.  Y.  Membership  cards,  now  is  the  time.  Try  not 
let  these  things  go  by  unnoticed.  The  lives  of  young  pe 
pie  are  definitely  affected  by  an  active  youth  program. 
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•'06*  •'06**  «'D€?* 

by   Helen  Jordan 

THANKSGIVING  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  we  as 
a    nation  are    supposed    to    remember     God's     great 
blessings.  Too  many  of  us  promptly  forget  God's  power 
and  goodness  the  rest  of  the  year. 
In  Psalm  103:2  we  find  these  words:  "Bless  the  Lord, 

0  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  His  benefits."  David  knew 
the  temptation  to  forget  God's  mercies  and  so  he  spoke 
to  his  own  soul  in  vs.  1-5.  In  vs.  6-18  he  proceeds  in  rec- 
3gnition  of  national  blessings,  and  ends  with  the  inclusion 
of  all  the  angels,  and  hosts,  and  works  in  the  vast  do- 
minion of  God.  Yet,  all  ends  with  the  personal  word  just 
las  it  begun. 

Why  are  we  so  ready  to  forget  the  benefits  of  the 
jLord?  If  God's  mercies  came  rarely,  singly  or  unex- 
Ipectedly  how  we  should  prize  them.  But  they  have  been 
pver  us  like  the  heavens,  around  us  like  the  air,  and 
ander  us  like  the  earth  ever  since  we  were  bom. 

(  Strive  to  see  God's  hand  in  all  that  befalls  you.  Strike 
:rom  your  thoughts  such  words  as  fate,  misfortune,  luck. 
Remember,  you  are  the  children  of  an  all-powerful,  lov- 
jng  Heavenly  Father  and  not  children  of  chance.  Honor 
Sod  by  seeing  in  everything  some  movement  of  His  hand. 

1  Sit  down  and  go  over  your  mercies  in  detail — one  by 
)ne.  Try  and  count  them  and  you  will  soon  see  how  won- 
lerfully  God  has  blessed  you.  A  general  thankfulness 
jiever  praises  God.  In  every  bite  you  eat,  in  every  drop 
j^^ou  drink,  in  all  you  have  and  all  you  get  try  to  see 
|3im  who  loves  you  and  who  gave  His  Son  to  die  on  Cal- 
rary  for  you. 


FORGET  NOT! 


Mrs.  Delbert  B.   Flora, 

Ashland,  Ohio. 


Sic: 


3ie> 


ieititinj    ^nnxmnttmtvA 


eic 


3i@> 


j  LINEWEAVER-BAKER.  Miss  Nellie  Virginia  Line- 
Sv^eaver,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Lineweaver  of 
at,  Jackson,  Virginia,  became  the  bride  of  William  Ber- 
jard  Baker  in  a  double  ring  ceremony  in  the  Maurertown 
brethren  church  at  4:00  P.  M.,  October  20.  The  bride 
3  a  member  of  the  Maurertown  Church;  the  groom  is  a 
lember  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  wedding  ser- 
[ice  was  read  by  the  undersigned. 

John  F.  Locke. 


COLLIER-THOMPSON.  Miss  Edna  Sue  Collier  became 
16  bride  of  Hancil  Martin  Thompson  at  3:00  P.  M.  in 
le  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  church,  Sunday,  October  21.  The 


bride  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Showalter 
Collier,  members  of  the  Mt.  Olive  church.  The  service 
was  read  by  the  bride's  pastor.  The  double  ring  cere- 
mony was  used. 

John  F.  Locke. 


SIMMS-HOYT.  Saturday  evening,  Octobef  6th,  1956, 
were  united  in  marriage  at  the  home  of  the  Bridegroom, 
by  this  Pastor,  William  L.  Simms,  and  Miss  Shirley 
Mae  Hoyt.  Mr.  Simms  is  one  of  the  Charter  Members  of 
Newark  Brethren  Church,  and  has  served  four  years 
with  the  U.  S.  Navy.  Both  young  people  are  high  school 
graduates,  and  are  employed  in  local  industries.  The  bride 
is  a  member  of  The  Church  of  God.  May  God's  richest 
blessing  ever  attend  them. 

William    S.    Crick. 

THIS  YEAR'S  OUTPUT  OF  CHRISTMAS 

GREETING  CARDS  WILL  RETURN  TO  A 

RELIGIOUS  THEME!  IRREVERENT  CARDS 

ON  WAY  OUT 

Americans  will  be  exchanging  two  billion  greeting  cards 
this  season  according  to  word  from  the  greeting  card 
manufacturers,  and  among  the  significant  changes  you 
will  note  when  making  your  own  selection  this  year,  is 
the  return  of  the  religious  theme  to  the  Yule  greeting 
cards. 

In  recent  times,  due  to  the  cynicism  brought  about  by 
World  War  II  and  the  Korean  conflict,  religious  cards 
have  accounted  for  about  five  per  cent  of  the  total  sold. 
This  year  the  proportion  of  religious  Christmas  cards 
will  be  about  25  per  cent. 

What  has  brought  about  this  dramatic  change  ?  Milton 
K.  Harrington,  president  of  the  Chapel  Art  Studios,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  the  industry's  sole  exclusive  manufacturer  of 
reverent  Christmas  cards,  attributes  the  change  to  the 
general  rise  in  religious  thought  and  church  membership, 
and  to  the  determination  to  "put  Christ  back  into  Christ- 
mas," expressed  from  many  pulpits  in  recent  times. 

Although  Chapel  is  the  first  company  in  the  field  to 
devote  its  entire  line  to  Christmas  cards  with  a  religious 
theme,  a  great  many  of  the  other  companies  are  placing 
greater  emphasis  on  the  religious  aspects  of  Christmas. 

Scenes  of  the  Nativity,  the  Star  of  Bethlehem,  the 
shepherds  and  the  wise  men,  Madonna  and  Child,  are 
among  the  most  popular  of  this  year's  themes.  Definitely 
on  the  way  out,  according  to  the  trade,  are  the  leering 
Santas,  the  mistletoe  kissing  scenes,  and  the  war-like 
cannons  belching  forth  fiery  salvos  of  smoke  which  spell 
out  "Merry  Xmas." 

Other  than  religious  themes,  the  1956  output  will  stress 
the  traditional  floral,  candle  and  other  traditional  happy 
holiday  symbols. 


Brethren  Historical   library 

M::^ncliest   r  Colic -(i.  ' 
N.    Manchester,    Inci. 


PAGE  SIXTEEN 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST) 


Worship  Books  for  Primaries  and  Juniors 

PRIMARIES  AT  WORSHIP 


Priiiiaiy  leaders  will  welcome  this  brand-new  book  of  52  assembly 
programs  which  have  been  prepared  and  actually  used  in  Primary 
worship  services.  Every  program  emphasizes  a  Bible  truth  and  is 
presented  by  correlating  songs  and  Scriptures,  by  visual-aid  meth- 
ods such  as  chalk  talks,  flannelgraph  lessons,  object  lessons,  and 
finger  puppets.  There  are  two  complete  shadow  puppet  shows — 
Christmas  and  Easter — in  the  back  of  the  book.  Some  program 
titles  are:  Following  Jesus,  God  Forgives  Us,  All  Things  Possible, 
Prayer  Is  the  Key,  God's  Beautiful  Colors,  etc.  Ideal  for  the  Pri- 
mary Department,  the  Primary  church,  and  V.  B.  S.,  as  well  as 
weekday  and  Sunday  evening  classes. 
No.  3100 $2.00 


f—. 
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52  PRIMARY  WORSHIP  PROGRAMS 

By  Idalee  Wolf  Vonk.  Each  program  includes  an  object  lesson, 
a  Bible  story,  and  a  modern  story.  Different  theme  each  month, 
with  missionary  studies  to  be  used  on  fifth  Sundays.  Beautifully 
written  calls  to  worship  and  offertory  prayers.  May  be  used 
for  weekday  or  Sunday-night  course,  or  for  vacation  Bible 
school.    286  pages. 

No.  2871 $2.95 


A  YEAR  OF  JUNIOR 
PROGRAMS  AND  ACTIVITIES 

Presenting  a  book  of  52  pupil  participation  type  of  programs  plus 
handwork,  quizzes,  playlets  and  stories  sure  to  make  a  hit  with  this 
effervescent  group.  Programs  arc  keyed  for  the  month  in  which 
they  will  be  presented.  For  example,  some  September  program 
titles  are:  School  Days  Program,  Camptire  Program.  For  Decem- 
ber: A  Great  Feast,  Let's  Make  Christmas  Gifts,  Christmas  Carols, 
Jesus  Is  Born,  and  Let's  Look  at  Ourselves.  The  size  is  8Vi  x  11 
inches  and  each  book  is  perforated  so  program  material  may  be 
easily  distributed.  Suggested  illustrations  for  posters  or  other  pub- 
licity aids  are  included. 
No.    3371 ?2.95 


Junior 
Worship 


pro(|roms  •  si 


lories  •  softj* 


GROWING  IN  STATURE 

By  Idalee  Wolf  Vonk.  52  Junior  worship  pro- 
grams, each  with  an  object  lesson  and  story.  Les- 
son themes  are  based  on  Luke  2 :  52,  with  each  pro- 
gram developing  one  character  quality  in  which 
boys  and  girls  should  "grow"  each  day.  Numerous 
playlets,  poems,  and  four  special-day  programs 
included.  256  pages. 

No.  2913 Price,  $2.50 

JUNIOR  WORSHIP.  By  Ada  Rose  Demerest.  Fifty-two  worship  programs,  each  about 

twenty  minutes  long  and  complete  in  itself.   240  pages.  No.  2981 Price,  $2.25 

TEACHING  THROUGH  WORSHIP.  By  Ann  Morgan.  Forty-nine  programs  that  teach 
the  fundamental  truths  of  God's  Word.   154  pages.  No.  3233 „...Price,  $1.75 


On  all  book  orders  please  add  ten  cents  for  postage. 

The    Brethren    Publishing   Company 
524   College   Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio 
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Items  of  general   Interest 

GATEWOOD  BRETHREN,  FAYETTEVILLE,  W.  VA. 
Brother  Hays  K.  Logan  writes  as  follows:  "Eight  mem- 
bers were  baptized  into  the  Church  at  a  recent  revival 
in  our  Church.  Six  people  reconsecrated  their  lives  to  the 
Lord;  we  thank  the  Lord  for  the  manifestation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  our  church." 

SERGEANTSVILLE,  N.  J.  Improvements  are  being 
made  in  the  parsonage  in  the  form  of  a  new  wooden  floor 
for  the  basement.  The  basement  is  being  used  as  a  meet- 
ing place  for  Junior  boys  and  their  adult  leaders;  also  for 
the  Junior  Choir  which  practices  on  Friday  evening,  fol- 
lowed by  a  "Workshop."  Present  project  is  the  making 
of  toys   to  give   to  needy  children   in  the  hospital. 

BERLIN,  PENNA.  The  Father  and  Son  banquet  was 
held  on  November  6th,  with  Rev.  Solt  as  the  scheduled 
speakei". 

VALLEY  BRETHREN,  JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  Four 
persons  were  received  into  the  full  fellowship  of  the 
church  on  November  4th,  having  been  baptized  the  Sun- 
day before. 

MASONTOWN,  PENNA.  Brother  William  Keeling 
notes  that  their  Sunday  School  Board  had  full  charge 
of  the  evening  services  on  November  4th. 

WAYNE  HEIGHTS  BRETHREN,  WAYNESBORO, 
PENNA.  Rev.  Palmer  M.  Slenker,  from  the  Quincy  Or- 
phanage is  supplying  the  Wayne  Heights  Church  at  the 
morning  services  on  November  18th  and  25th,  while  the 
pastor.  Brother  N.  Victor  Leatherman,  is  conducting 
meetings  in  the  Flora  church.  The  W.  M.  S.  and  the 
Men's  Bible  Class  are  caring  for  the  evening  services 
for  these  Sundays. 

SMITH VILLE,  OHIO.  The  Smithville  congregation  has 
voted  to  proceed  with  plans  as  rapidly  as  possible  on 
the  building  of  an  addition  to  the  church.  It  is  hoped 
that  construction  of  the  first  unit  can  begin  next  Spring. 
According  to  a  brochure  prepared  by  the  Building  Com- 
mittee, the  new  unit  will  be  constructed  onto  the  rear 
of  the  present  edifice  and  will  "provide  space  for  a 
growing  and  thriving  Sunday  school,  enable  teachers  to 
work  more  effectively  in  all  areas,  increase  the  useful- 
ness of  the  entire  chui'ch  edifice,  provide  for  eventual 
further  expansion  of  the  building,  and  make  possible  a 
more  efficient  church  activity  program."  A  goal  of  $70,- 
000  on  the  project  has  been  set  by  the  Official  Board. 


NEWARK,  OHIO.  Brother  William  S.  Crick  conducts  j 
Chapel  Sei-vices  at  the  county  jail  on  a  recent  Sunda  I 
afternoon. 

GARBER  MEMORIAL  BRETHREN,  ASHLAND,  OHIC ' 
Brother  William  Fells  notes  that  the  way  has  been  cleare 
for   the    excavation    of   the    church   basement   which   wi!' 
provide  room  for  five  badly  needed   Sunday  school  clas 
rooms.  Work  is  to  begin  soon.  : 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  The  Laymen's  Public  servicj 
was  held  on  November  4th,  with  NLO  Past  Presidenij 
"Bud"   Hunter  as  the  scheduled  guest  speaker.  j 

Brother  John  T.  Byler  in  commenting  on  the  continue 
progress  of  their   new  building  program  says,  "Anothei 
two    or   three   weeks   will   see   our   building   closed   in  fol 
the  winter."  I 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  Mrs.  Rosa  Richey,  Correspondl 
ing  Secretary  of  the  Muncie  church,  has  written  the  foil 
lowing  very  interesting  note  to  the  Editor:  | 

"When    Rev.    E.    J.    Black    resigned    as    pastor    of   thl 
Muncie    church,   he   thought   he   would   never   be   able  t 
come    back    as    pastor.    But   because    of   the    shortage   o 
ministers  and  pastorless  Brethren  churches,  although  h] 
is  still  a  very  sick  man,  he  and  Mrs.  Black  have  decide; 
to  stay  in  the  parsonage.  He  is  steadily  improving,  muc 
faster  than  we  had  thought  possible.  Mrs.  Black  has  coni 
sented  to  fill  the  pulpit  on  Sundays.  We  hope  in  a  fef] 
months  he  will  again  be  able  to  take  over  the  work.  Go 
has   marvelously   answered    prayer   in    their    behalf.    S^ 
please  continue  to  pray  for  them  and  us  of  the  Munciij 
church,  that  we  may  always  be  in  the  'Center  of  God')] 
Will.' "  I 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA.  Dr.  Lisle  Roose  was  thl 
speaker  in  the  Nappanee  church  on  November  4th,  whicij 
date  was  also  observed  as  Rally  Day. 

MILFORD,  INDIANA.  From  the  Milford  bulletin  wi 
quote:  "We  are  veiy  happy  to  report  that  Sunday  evf 
ning  we  enjoyed  our  largest  fellowship  at  Communioi' 
We  were  very  thankful  for  the  many  young  people  wh^ 
came  to  commune  with  us." 

The  Milford  Homecoming  was  held  on  October  28t 
with  Brother  W.  I.  Duker  as  speaker. 

NORTH    MANCHESTER,   INDIANA.     Brother    Henr 

Bates  reports  that  at  a  recent  Sunday  evening  Fellow 
ship  hour,  their  young  people  reported  on  their  recerl 
week-end  spent  at  Lost  Creek.  Report  was  made  of  theii 
activities  and  reactions;  a  number  of  pictures  were  alst 
shown. 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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'Tkcmkscjivincf   to  Gkristmas 


AT  THIS  WRITING,  it  is  but  a  few  days  until 
Thanksgiving,  Already  the  "rush"  is  on  for 
Christmas.  The  few  short  days  will  pass  all  too 
swiftly,  and  soon  another  "holiday  season"  will 
be  "over." 

Each  year  in  this  modern  day  of  "Rush,  rush, 
rush,"  when  it  is  over,  many  of  us  wonder  what 
it  was  all  about.  Many  of  us  have  the  feeling  of 
preparing  for  something  important,  only  to  find 
that  we  missed  the  point.  It  is  as  if  we  were  pre- 
j  paring  for  some  important  visitor,  only  to  find 
that  in  our  preparations,  the  visitor  had  come  and 
gone,  and  we  didn't  get  to  see  him. 

j  This  is  due  largely  to  commercial  and  social 
[pressures  brought  on  by  the  associations  of 
i  Christmas.  It  is  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  our 
;  emphasis  is  too  much  on  the  tinsel,  and  not 
(enough  on  the  gift.  Yes,  we  mean  we  focus  our 
attention  too  much  on  having  a  big  Christmas, 
I  that  we  miss  the  point  of  it  being  the  Christ 
I  Child's  birthday! 

I     Our  hearts  are  touched  by  the  tenderness  of 

i Christmas;   of  being  "home"  for  Christmas;   of 

t enjoying  the  fellowship  of  loved  ones;  of  snow, 

of  trees,  lights,  carols  and  gifts.  Christmas  raises 

the  deeper  emotions   of  the  soul  more  so  than 

;any  season   of  the  year  except  Easter  and  the 

I  resurrection  of  our  blessed  Lord.   But  we  don't 

I  think  our  Christmas  emotions  should  be  satiated 

I  at  the  expense  of  the  Christ  Child  going  about 

'like  a  ragmuffin,  begging  from  door  to  door  of 

Church  homes,  seeking  entrance  to  their  festivi- 

I  ties. 

,  It  is  certainly  no  credit  to  Christians  if  the 
'days  before,  and  "The  Day"  are  so  crowded  with 
:  temporal  activities  that  there  is  no  time  for  wor- 
jship,  for  singing  the  carols,  for  listening  to  the 

Bible  story  of  the  Savior.  There  is  nothing  com- 
1  mendable  about  a  system  of  gift  giving  whereby 

Christian  famihes  "must"  expend  every  last  cent 


of  cash  and  available  credit  in  order  to  stay  "in 
the  running"  with  their  relationships,  circle  of 
friends  and  associates.  This,  often  to  the  financial 
neglect  of  the  needs  of  their  church  and  denom- 
ination; not  only  at  Christmas  time — but  for  the 
whole  year,  as  the  "time-payments"  on  the 
Christmas  spree  must  be  met ! 

Every  effort  will  be  made  in  the  next  several 
weeks  on  the  part  of  commercial  interests  to  draw 
you  completely  avvay  from  a  Christ-centered 
Christmas.  You  will  find  many  time-consuming 
activities  around  your  home  Avhich  will  tempt 
you  to  short-change  your  Bible  reading  and 
prayer  periods,  to  neglect  the  spiritual  counsell- 
ing of  your  children.  In  short.  Christians,  in  or- 
der to  have  a  sane,  worshipful  Christian  Christ- 
mas are  going  to  have  to  exercise  the  very  best 
spiritual  discipline  on  themselves  and  in  their 
homes. 

This  is  no  idle  tale  we  have  been  telling.  Give 
thought  to  what  we  have  said.  Remember  that 
the  parents  of  the  Christ  Child  came  knocking 
on  the  doors  of  Bethlehem  and  found  them  closed 
to  them.  Are  we  any  less  guilty  when  Christ  to- 
day knocks,  saying,  "Give  Me  first,  thy  heart; 
then  thy  time,  thy  substance.  Place  Me  in  the 
place  of  honor  in  your  Christmas  activities."? 

The  time  to  start  is  now.  Thanksgiving  may  or 
may  not  be  over  as  you  read  these  words.  We 
urge  each  Brethren  to  take  advantage  of  the 
spiritual  help  provided  in  the  Thanksgiving  to 
Christmas  Bible  readings  as  they  appear  in  this 
Evangelist.  We  urge  you  to  attend  the  services 
of  your  church,  to  help  in  the  Christmas  cantata 
or  program.  We  urge  teachers  and  parents  to 
reach  tender  hearts  at  this  time  with  the  true 
fact  of  Christmas — the  Christ  Child  the  Son  of 
God,  the  redeemer  of  the  soul  for  those  who  be- 
lieve in  Him,  accept  Him  and  follow  Him.  Heaven 
and  eternity  may  well  rest  on  what  we  do  and 
teach  from  now  through  Christmas.  W.  S.  B. 
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Moderator's  Address 
1956  Ohio 


District  Conference 
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THE   CHURCH   UNITED 

Rev.    John    T.    Byler 


Text:  "God  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  gave 
him  to  be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  church,  which 
is  his  body,  the  fulness  of  him  that  filleth  all  in  all." 
Ephesians  1:22-23. 


OUR  CONFERENCE  THEME  was  indicated  in  the 
splendid  address  brought  by  our  Vice-Moderator  in 
this  afternoon's  session,  and  he  indicated  some  very 
worthwhile  thoughts  for  our  consideration  as  he  brought 
his  assigned  subject:  "I  will  build  My  Church." 

Your  Committee,  when  it  met  to  formulate  this  con- 
ference program,  assigned  to  your  Modei-ator,  the  sub- 
ject: "The  Church  United."  This  theme,  in  a  sense,  might 
be  considered  in  a  very  specific  area  of  thought — dealing 
primarily  with  ways  and  means  of  keeping  the  church 
working  peacefully  and  in  harmony  on  a  single  purpose. 
And  certainly  this  is   of  utmost  importance. 

But,  since  it  is  usually  ex^Dected  of  the  Moderator,  that 
he  bring,  along  with  his  message,  some  recommendations 
if  there  be  any  to  offer,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  being 
a  bit  more  general  in  my  message. 

In  fact — the  Church  cannot  be  truly  united  in  any 
sense  of  the  word,  unless  it  successfully  carries  out  its 
program  in  all  of  the  areas  that  shall  be  spoken  of  by 
our  various  conference  speakers. 

You  will  notice  that  in  addition  to  the  topics  assigned 
to  the  Vice  Moderator  and  the  Moderator  we  are  to  hear 
messages  on:  "The  Chui'ch  At  Prayer,"  "The  Church 
Witnessing,"  "The  Church  Filled  With  The  Holy  Spirit," 
and  "The  Church  Triumphant,"  during  these  days  of  con- 
ference. 

And,  I  say  once  again,  it  is  not  possible  for  any  church 
to  truly  be  united  unless  it  gives  due  consideration  to 
each  of  these  areas. 

There  is  no  one  here  who  is  better  aware  of  the  fact 
that   this  is   a   feeble   effort  to   cover  a   big  subject   than 


your  Moderator.  But  in  the  process  of  attempting  to  pre 
pai'e  my  message,  I  tried  to  think  of  what  should  b 
included  to  make  the  Church  truly  united.  My  conclu 
sions  can  best  be  summed  up  in  a  simple  little  outlir 
made  up  of  four  parts.  You  are  privileged  to  add  or  sul 
tract  as  you  see  fit. 

To   be    truly   united,   it    seems  to   me   that   the   Churct| 
needs  to  be  united  in  its 

a.  Leadership 

b.  Membership 

c.  Purpose  ~  ■ 

d.  Functioning  I 

I.     THE  CHURCH'S   LEADERSHIP— JESUS   CHRIST  i 

In  Matthew  16:18 — our  Conference  Text — Jesus  saic 
"I  will  build  my  church." 

1.     Christ  is  Head  for  He  created  the  Church.  i 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  was  founded  by  Him,  an 
the  Scripture  speaks  plainly  of  Him  as  the  Head.  Eph< 
sians  1:22-23  "God  hath  put  all  things  under  His  fe( 
and  gave  him  to  be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  churclj 
Which  is  his  body,  the  fulness  of  him  that  filleth  all  i! 
all." 

Here  is  evidence  enough  to  let  us  know  without  doulj 
about  the  origin  of  the  church.  It  is  not  of  human  bil 
ginning.  Christ  is  plainly  spoken  of  as  the  Head. 

The   Church  is  just  as  plainly  spoken  of  as  the  Bod] 
Is  it  not  true  that  the    primary    reason    for    the    marl 
church  divisions  and  cleavages  during  the  centuries  sin<i 
Jesus   walked   upon   the   earth   is  that  men  have   tried  ■{ 
be  the  Head  of  the  Church  themselves  instead  of  recoj 
nizing  Christ  as  Head  ?  Look  at  the  many  sects  and  cul 
and  differing  religious  groups  today  who  are  the  follo\ 
ers  of  certain  human  leaders.  Paul  had  something  to  S£ 
of   this   when   he   reminded  his   followers  that   they  we: 
not   "Of   ApoUos   or  Paul"   but   they  belonged  to   Chris  i 
The  song  writer  had  the  right  idea  when  he  vi^rote:        | 
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"The  Church's  one  foundation  is  Jesus  Christ  her  Lord: 
She  is  His  new  creation  by  water  and  the  word: 
From  Heaven  He  came  and  sought  her  to  be  His  holy 

bride ; 
With  His   own  blood  He   bought  her,   and  for  her  life 

he  died." 

Yes!  Christ  is  the  Head  of  the  Church,  and  any  Church 
which  does  not  accept  Him  as  such  is  not  of  the  ti'ue 
Church. 

2.     Christ  is  Head  for  He  purchased  the  Church. 

But  Christ  is  also  the  Head  by  virtue  of  His  payment 
of  Himself  as  the  purchase  price  of  the  church.  He  pur- 
chased the  Church  on  Calvary's  Cross  and  paid  the  price 
with  His  blood.  Ephesians:  5:25  "Christ  also  loved  the 
Church  and  gave  Himself  for  it!" 

A  very  popular  idea  has  been  promoted — possibly  be- 
cause   of   the    radio   religious  programs,    that 

"A  man  can  be  a  Christian  outside  of  the  Church."  But 
this  is  a  man-made  teaching.  No  where  in  the  Scriptures 
jdo  we  read  of  any  Christian  apart  from  the  Church. 
Never  do  we  hear  of  any  Christian  Brotherhood  except  as 
'it  is  to  be  found  in  the  Church. 

13.     Christ  is  the  Head  for  He  provides  the  Church's  Life 
Blood. 

The  Church — apart  from  Christ  has  no  vitality  or  life. 

read  this  week  of  a  girl  in  her  20's  who  has  no  sense  of 
pain.  The  article  indicates  that  her  body  is  a  mass  of 
scars  and  blemishes  because  she  has  never  suffered  pain. 
She  has  no  knowledge  of  being  burned  until  she  could 
smell  burning  flesh.  She  knew  nothing  of  any  cut  or 
jOump  until  she  would  see  the  blood  coming  from  the 
Wound.  Imagine,  if  you  can,  the  awfulness  of  life  with- 
')iit  any  of  the  senses.  BUT  THAT  WOULD  BE  A  TRUE 
pICTURE  OF  ANY  ATTEMPT  TO  FORM  A  CHURCH 
iVITHOUT  CHRIST  AS  THE  HEAD. 

"Because    I    live,   ye  shall   live  also." 

"I  live,  yet  not  I,  for  Christ  liveth  in  me." 

"In  Him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being." 


n. 


THE   CHURCH'S    MEMBERSHIP— THE   BODY 
OF  CHRIST. 


The  Church- — the  Body  of  Christ — is  the  agency  through 
jvhich  Christ  does  His  work  in  the  world.  Without  this 
lody,  Jesus  can  be  nothing  more  than  a  vague  spiritual 
nfluence  and  not  a  vital  force  in  the  life  of  mankind. 
jA^E— the  members  of  the  Church— HIS  BODY— are  His 
liands.  His  feet.  His  voice.  The  great  works  that  have 
pen  accomplished  throughout  the  world  have  been  ful- 
filled through  the  Church. 

It  is  the  Church   that   kept   Christianity   alive  through 

e  dark  ages. 

It  is  the  Church  that  preserved  the  manuscripts  of  the 
Jible. 

It  is  the  Church  that  sent  missionaries  throughout 
lurope,  and  the   United  States  and  around  the  world. 

It  is  the  Church  that  pioneered  in  education,  that  built 
ospitals  and  orphanages  and  championed  the  cause  of 
uman  rights  in  all  areas  of  life. 

When  the   Church  is   strong,  Christ  becomes  strong; 

When  the  Church  is  weak,  Christ  becomes  almost  pow- 
rless   so   far  as   His   earthly  work   is   concerned. 


Christ  has  worked  through  the  Church  in  the  past  and 
it  is  the  agency  through  which  He  chooses  to  carry  out 
His  program  today.  It  will  also  be  the  method  whereby 
He  accomplishes  His  mission  on  earth  in  the  future. 
And  only  when  the  Church — the  Body — is  in  close  har- 
mony and  UNITY  with  the  Head — Jesus  Christ — can  the 
Church  fulfill  its  work  on  the  earth. 


III.     THE  CHURCH'S  PURPOSE- 


ITS  AIMS. 


Paul  tells  us  that  Christ  loved  the  Church  and  gave 
Himself  for  it.  The  Church  was  so  important  to  Him  that 
He  willingly  suffei'ed  and  died  that  man  might  be  reborn 
— that  those  who  believed  in  Him  might  hold  member- 
ship in  His   Body  and  gain  Eternal  Life. 

There  can  then  be  no  other  purpose  or  aim  than  to 
carry  out  the  program  upon  the  earth  that  Jesus  started. 
My  text  says  that  God  hath  put  all  things  under  His  feet 
and  gave  Him  to  be  the  Head  over  all  things  to  the 
church,  which  is  His  body,  the  fullness  of  Him  that  filleth 
all  in  all. 

Christ  purposes  to  fill  us — His  Body — with  all  fullness, 
that  we  might  better  be  able  to  fulfill  the  purpose  of  the 
Church.  (Too  often,  we  sorrowfully  must  admit,  the  church 
is  not  always  filled  with  His  fulness.  Too  often  as  mem- 
bers we  remain  "babes  in  Christ"  needing  to  be  fed  on 
milk  rather  than  on  the  meat  of  the  Word.) 

But  we  need  to  remember  something — whether  we  are 
weak  or  whether  we  are  strong.  THE  CHURCH— AS  THE 
BODY  OF  CHRIST— IS  THE  CONTINUATION  OF  HIS 
EARTHLY   LIFE  AND   MINISTRY. 

Mark — in  the  beginning  of  his  gospel  says: 
"The  beginning  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son 
of  God." 

Luke — in  Acts  says:  "The  former  treatise,  0  Theophilus, 
have  I  made,  of  all  that  Jesus  began  both  to  do  and  to 
teach." 

Both  writers  emphasized  the  fact  that  Jesus'  earthly 
ministry  was  only  a  beginning.  THE  CHURCH  WHICH 
CHRIST  ESTABLISHED— HAS  AS  ITS  PURPOSE, 
AND  ITS  ONLY  PURPOSE,  THE  CONTINUATION 
OF  THE  WORK  WHICH  HE  BEGAN.  We  should  never 
overlook  the  fact  that  the  Church — truly  united  to  its 
Head — never  needs  to  apologize  for  its  work. 

We  bear  credentials — the  seal  of  authority  that  Christ 
himself  gave. 

"AS  MY  FATHER  HATH  SENT  ME,  EVEN  SO  SEND 
I  YOU!"  "GO  YE  THEREFORE,  AND  TEACH  ALL 
NATIONS,  BAPTIZING  THEM  IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE 
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FATHER,  AND    OF   THE    SON,   AND    OF   THE   HOLY 
GHOST."  "THIS  DO  IN  REMEMBRANCE  OF  ME." 

These  are  commands  to  the  Church — to  Christ's  Body — 
NOT  TO  AN  INDIVIDUAL.  These  are  impossible  of  ac- 
complishment by  individuals.  These  are  group  assign- 
ments. These  are  the  purpose  and  program  of  the  Church, 
united  to  its  head.  The  Church  is  the  only  agency  in  all 
of  the  world  that  has  been  authorized  to  carry  out  these 
functions. 

IV.     THE  CHURCH'S   FUNCTIONING— or  carrying  out 
its  effort. 

Sometimes  we  get  a  rather  peculiar  idea  that  Church 
membership  is  limited  to  a  certain  branch  of  believers, 
or  those  who  meet  certain  standards  or  requirements. 

We  need  to  go  back  to  our  Conference  theme  and  text, 
now  and  then,  and  reread  the  words  of  Christ.  Jesus  said: 
"Upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my  Church" — the  great  con- 
fession of  Christ  as  Lord  that  Peter  made. 

This  is  the  basis  of  membership  in  the  Church  of 
Christ— BELIEF  IN  JESUS  AS  LORD!  This  may  mean 
that  we  have  to  recognize  others  who  believe  in  Christ 
as  Lord — even  though  they  don't  wash  feet,  or  practice 
triune  immersion.  And  let  me  hastily  say,  lest  I  be  mis- 
understood, that  I  firmly  believe  that  these  are  definitely 
taught  in  the  Scriptures  and  should  be  practiced.  BUT 
THEY  ARE  NOT  THE  FOUNDATION  UPON  WHICH 
THE  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  IS  BUILT  AND 
SHOULD  NOT  BE  TREATED  AS  SUCH. 

We  have  been  critical  of  those  who  look  upon  us  as 
non-Christian  because  we  fail  to  wear  certain  cuts  of 
clothing,  or  head-dresses,  or  because  we  travel  by  auto- 
mobile instead  of  by  horse  and  buggy — or  because  we 
don't  speak  in  tongues.  We  immediately  agree  that  these 
are  not  foundation  stones  in  the  Church  of  Christ.  And 
as  we  agree  to  this,  we  need  to  remember  what  the 
Foundation  consists  of— A  FIRM  BELIEF  IN  JESUS 
CHRIST  AS  LORD.  With  that  in  mind,  I  should  like  to 
relate  an  incident  which  seems  to  me  shows  to  some  ex- 
tent the  functioning  of  the  church  in  actual  practice: 

"A  woman  in  Labrador  had  tuberculosis  of  the  ankle, 
and  Dr.  Wilfred  Grenfell  cut  off  her  leg.  On  his  next 
visit  to  the  United  States,  when  speaking  in  a  Congrega- 
tional Church,  he  asked  if  anyone  knew  of  a  person  who 
could  donate  an  artificial  limb  to  the  needy  woman.  After 
the  address  a  Methodist  woman  went  up  to  him  and  said 
that  her  husband,  a  Presbyterian,  had  died  and  left  be- 
hind him  a  good  wooden  leg.  Said  Grenfell:  "When  I,  an 
Episcopalian,  took  that  Presbyterian  leg,  given  to  me 
by  a  Methodist  in  a  Congregational  Church,  back  to  La- 
brador, it  fitted  my  Roman  Catholic  friend  and  she  was 


able  to  walk."  Perhaps  it  would  be  going  to  extremes  tci 
say  that  this  is  what  we  mean  when  we  say  the  Churcl ; 
must  carry  out  a  functioning  program  of  this  nature] 
AND  YET— IS  IT?  1 

Christ  died  for  the  Church,  and  whether  the  member, 
of  his  body  are  Episcopalians,  Presbyterians,  Brethren 
or  Roman  Catholics,  the  work  of  that  Body  is  to  work  ii 
harmony  for  the  glory  of  God  and  to  bring  souls  to  Him 

Haven't  we  been  a  bit  selfish  in  looking  over  our  op 
portunities    and    responsibilities?    Haven't    we    sometime; I 
failed   to   launch    out   into   new   channels  because    of  thi 
fact  that  these  channels  didn't  always  follow  the  pattern;' 
of  tradition  that  we  have  thought  so  important?  j 

Let  me  be  more  specific.  What  is  the  policy  of  ou  ] 
church  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  new  churches 
for  example  ? 

1.  Usually  we  want  to  take  a  survey  of  the  communit; 
to  see  if  the  right  type  of  people  dwell  within  it.  And 
there  is  no  question  in  my  mind  about  the  fact  that  somi 
people  make  better  church  people  than  others.  BUT- 
"Christ  came  to  seek  and  to  save  those  who  are  lost 
and  the  side  of  the  railroad  track  on  which  people  liv 
is   not    the    point    in   consideration. 

2.  A  second  point  of  consideration  that  seems  to  me  al 
too  important  irj  our  thinking  when  we  begin  a  new  wori 
is  "Is  there  a  nucleus  of  Brethren  People?"  Jesus  didn'i 
look  to  a  certain  class  to  establish  His  church.  He  didn^ 
even  confine  the  group  to  his  own  race.  The  Bible  saysi 
"He  came  unto  His  own  but  His  own  received  Him  not. 
I  thank  God  that  He  was  not  easily  discouraged  but  kep 
on  in  spite  of  rejections  and  opposition,  and  His  Churcfl 
was  established.  It  was  only  a  short  time  until  there  wen; 
many  different  races  and  nationalities  i-epresented  in  tW 
Church  of  Christ.  And  had  this  not  been  the  case,  thei 
would  certainly  have  been  no  room  for  us. 

I  am  not  coming  to  you  with  any  spectacular  sugges 
tions  today.  I  am  not  even  undertaking  any  specific  re(i 
ommendations.  I  simply  am  making  an  urgent  plea  t' 
this  assembly  to  remember  our  privileges  and  obligatior' 
as  members  of  the  Body  of  Christ.  I  am  urging  that  vv 
be   Christians  first  and   Brethren  second. 

I   never  feel   too  badly  when  a  talented  young  perse  ^ 

called  by  God  into  active  service  for  Him — feels  that  hi 

can  be  a  more  effective  worker  in  a  denomination  rathe  | 

than  the  Brethren  Church.  Of  course  I  am  happy  if  I  ca 

have  a  part  in  keeping  him  in  my  church  and  my  denonj 

ination.   But   I   don't  count  his   going  into   another  Chrii; 

tian  group  a  complete  loss,  for,  if  he  is  a  member  of  tPj 

I 
(Continued  on  Page  8)  j 
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an  offering  EQUAL  to  our  Home  Mission  Needsj 
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MISSIONARY     DEPARTMENT 


VllSSIONARY    BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
530    College    Ave.,    Ashland,    Ohio.    Phone    39582 


Contributing    Editors:    W.    CLAYTON    BERKSHIRE.    Gen.    S«c'y. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER.   Adm.   AssUtini 


Missionary  Board  Quarters 


HERE  is  the  attractive  little  building  in  which  the 
Missionary  Board  offices  are  now  located.  The  ad- 
ress  is  530  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
For  a  number  of  years  we  had  office  rooms  in  the 
jJrethren  Publishing  House;  but  the  space  was  not  ade- 
uate  to  our  needs,  and  the  Publishing  Company  needed 
he  rooms  we  were  occupying.  Now  we  are  renting  this 
intire  house  next  door  to  our  former  location,  where  we 
jave  more  room  for  equipment,  supplies,  literature,  and 
letter  accommodations  for  board  meetings  and  confer- 
nces  with  missionary  candidates.  We  are  hoping  to 
liaintain  our  identity  and  not  be  considered  a  part  of 
'nother  board  or  organization. 
I  Remember — we  are  the: 

MISSIONARY  BOARD  of  the  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

530  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  Ohio 

Come  to  see  us  when  you  are  in  town. 


'OUR  DECISION 

A  DETERMINING  FACTOR 

OULD  YOU  SIT  QUIETLY  by  and  see  the  home 
mission  program  of  your  Brethren  Church  being 
lartailed  for  the  want  of  loyal  Christian  stewards  to 
iipport  the  program  properly?  Would  you  refuse  to 
bnsider  the  implications  of  a  curtailed  home  mission  pro- 
iram — winning  fewer  people  for  Christ;  teaching  fewer 
pople  the  Word  of  God;  neglecting  to  follow  the  Lord's 
)mmand;  breaking  confidence  with  those  who  represent 
3U  in  this  work? 

Certainly   no   thoughtful    Brethren   would   do   so,   will- 
jilly.  Surely  no  dedicated  and  committed  Christian  would 


do  so  under  any  circumstances,  for  such  a  person  has 
pledged  himself  to  be  faithful  to  the  Lord  in  the  very 
things  for  which  home  missions  stand. 

The  decision  of  every  member  of  the  Brethren  Church 
is  a  determining  factor  in  the  future  effectiveness  of 
our  witness  in  the  homeland.  Whether  we  can  cover 
the  indebtedness  incurred  through  the  building  program 
at  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky  (More  money  was  expended  to 
get  the  Classroom-Administration  Building  under  roof 
than  was  contributed  directly  for  this  purpose)  and 
whether  sufficient  funds  will  be  provided  for  home  mis- 
sion churches  and  new  church  extension  work  will  be 
pretty    largely  determined   by   the   answer  you   give. 

Will  you  please  talk  the  matter  over  with  God  and 
make  your  decision  according  to  His  counsel  ? 


EVER  NEEDFUL  IN  HOME  MISSIONS 
AND  CHURCH  EXTENSION 

Prayer 

The  greatest  need  in  mission  work  today 
Gifts 

The  noblest  way  to  express  our  gratitude  to  God  for 
His  redeeming  love 

Legacies  and  Bequests 

A  way  to  remember  the  work  of  home  missions  and 
church    extension    in    your   will.    Make    provision  for 
the    continuance    of   your    testimony    after   you   have 
departed  this  life. 
Gift  Annuities 

A  way  to  provide  substantial  sustaining  gifts  for 
the  missionary  cause  and  at  the  same  time  provide 
for  an  assured  income 


Testimonial: 

WHY  I  BELIEVE  in  home  Missions  and  Church  Ex- 
tension. I  know  of  just  one  reason  why  any  church 
must  have  a  home  missions  and  church  extension  program 
and  that  reason  is  all-powerful.  It  is  that  such  a  program 
is  thoroughly  scriptural  and  innate  in  the  three-fold  pur- 
pose of  the  church.  Whatever  else  the  church  may  under- 
take, it  pales  before  the  obligation  to  carry  the  gospel 
to  new  fields.  Nor  does  the  obligation  stop  there.  Once 
the  seed  is  sown,  it  must  be  nurtured  and  the  plant 
cultivated  until  it  grows  strong.  This  means  evangelism, 
then  new  churches  to  carry  on  the  later  work.  Church 
extension  and  home  missions  are  as  important  to  the  life 
of  the  local  church  as  food  and  drink  are  to  the  human 
body.  Without   them   in  either  case   the  body  will   sicken 


and  perish. 


Dr.  Glenn   L.  Clayton, 

President — Ashland    College. 
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THE  CHURCH  UNITED 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

Body  of  Christ,  his  work  under  the  standards  of  Eter- 
nity may  be  just  as  effective  as  in  my  own  group — or 
even  more  so. 

Our  work,  it  seems  to  me,  to  make  the  Church  a  united 
effort  in  the  Cause  of  our  Lord,  is  to  continue  to  exalt 
Him  as  the  Head;  to  faithfully  serve — even  as  insignifi- 
cant members  of  His  Body;  and  to  continue  carrying  out 
the  fundamental  purpose  of  the  Church — winning  the  lost. 

We  have  no  way  of  knowing  the  outreach  of  our  own 
efforts.  Someone  invited  a  student  in  England  to  attend 
a  religious  service.  The  student,  out  of  curiosity,  decided 
to  go  to  hear  D.  L.  Moody  preach.  The  words  of  Moody 
started  a  chain  of  events  that  took  that  student,  Wilfred 
L.  Grenfell,  to  Labrador  to  make  of  him  a  missionary 
doctor  to  the  needy  people  of  that  bleak  land. 

A  missionary  whose  name  has  long  been  forgotten  once 
spoke  to  a  congregation  of  people  in  Scotland  about  the 
work  being  done  in  Africa  for  Christ.  A  little  boy  heard 
that  story,  and  it  so  grijDped  his  heart  and  so  stirred  his 
imagination  that  he  dedicated  his  life  to  God's  service  in 
Africa — with  results  that  you  are  aware  of.  Did  it  mat- 
ter whether  Grenfell  or  Livingstone  belonged  to  a  particu- 
lar denomination?  NO!  BUT  IT  DID  MATTER  THAT 
THEY  BELONGED  TO  GOD  AND  WERE  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  ESTABLISHED  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST. 

I  should  like  to  close  my  message  with  a  little  story 
that  helps  me  to  see  the  functioning  of  the  church  in  a 
needy  world: 

The  story  is  one  of  a  little  girl  who  had  recently  moved 
into  a  new  city.  She  became  lost  in  a  happy  holiday  crowd 
dui'ing  its  celebration  and  festivity.  A  policeman  found 
her  crying  on  a  street  corner.  She  told  him  her  name 
but  was  unable  to  tell  him  where  she  lived.  Since  her 
father  had  been  for  a  short  time  in  the  city,  his  name 
was  neither  in  the  phone  book  nor  the  city  directory.  The 
policeman  was  baffled,  until,  as  he  continued  to  talk  with 
the  child,  she  said:  "If  I  could  find  the  church,  I  would 
know  my  way  home."  The  police  officer  inquired  about 
the  appearance  of  the  church  and  from  her  description, 
knew  at  once  which  one  she  meant.  He  speedily  took  her 
there,  and  as  she  stood  on  the  steps,  she  immediately 
pointed  down  the  street  and  said:  "This  is  the  way!" 

Soon  she  was  at  home.  Her  parents  had  taken  her  to 
the  church  the  first  Sunday  they  had  been  in  the  new 
community,  and  she  was  not  lost  when  she  was  at  the 
church. 

"The  world  is  full  of  lost  souls  seeking  a  kindly  per- 
son who  will  help  them  find  the  way.  The  Church  with 
Christ  as  its  Head,  with  us  as  Members  of  His  Body,  ful- 
filling our  purpose  as  God  intended,  will  be  a  functioning 
unity,  through  which  the  lost  will  find  their  way  to  God. 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 

DRIFTING  OR  SAILING? 

"He  that  endureth  to  the  end  shall  be  saved."  Matthe\ 
10:22. 

THE  WISE   SAILOR  never  plans  to  allow  his  ship  tj 
drift   into    the    harbor.    Not   until    the   hawser   is  set 
curely  fastened  to  the  pile  or  post  to  which  it  is  to  b 
secured   does   he   leave   his   place   in  the   pilot-house.   Th  ] 
ocean  of  life  has  too  many  hidden  currents,  and  is  sul! 
ject    to   too    many    sudden    storms    for   the    navigator   t 
take  chances  of  leaving  the  helm  care  for  itself.  So  Ion 
as  the  ship  is  driving  through  the  paths  of  the  sea,  tha 
long  the  master  of  the   ship  must  battle  the  winds,  th; 
currents,   and  the   unannounced   storms   that   may   sprin| 
suddenly  upon  his  craft 

On  the  sea  of  life  nothing  drifts  except  to  the  shore 
of  destruction,  and  few  of  the  ships  that  reach  harbo 
have  escaped  battles  with  angry  head  winds  and  encour 
ters  with  the  forces  of  nature  which  exert  their  infill 
ence  upon  the  waters  of  the  sea.  Of  course  there  may  b 
pleasant  weather  upon  the  voyage  of  life,  but  never  i 
the  weather  pleasant  enough  that  the  hand  may  lea^vi 
the  helm  or  the  eye  be  taken  away  from  the  movement 
of  the  compass. 

Where  there  is  least  sign  or  presence  of  storm  the 
may  be  greatest  peril  of  being  carried  away  from  thi 
course  by  an  unnoticed  current.  This,  then,  is  the  sures 
guarantee  of  a  safe  journey — "keep  the  eye  upon  till 
compass  and  the  hand  upon  the  rudder."  This  is  the  onii 
sure  way  of  arriving  at  your  desired  haven.  To  let 
the  rudder  and  allow  the  ship  to  drift  before  the  wine 
and  waves  may  seem  to  be  the  easiest,  most  natural,  ar 
even  most  enjoyable,  thing  to  do.  And  you  will  make 
landing  somewhere  most  certainly,  but  the  place  of  yoi 
landing  may  be  far  from  the  harbor  you  desire  to  reac 
and  is  more  likely  to  be  on  the  cruel  rocks,  where  tl 
ship  will  be  ground  to  pieces  upon  the  merciless  teei 
of  the  rocks,  or  else  driven  upon  the  sands  where  tl 
boisterous  waves  will  pull  your  craft  to  pieces  with  the 
ceaseless  poundings,  or  be  drawn  far  asea  to  be  suck< 
into  the  vortex  of  some  mighty  whirlpool  and  broug 
to  rest  upon  the  ocean's  bed.  Men  cannot  change  the  se 
they  can  only  obey  the  laws  of  navigation. 


I 


(Delivered  at  the  Ohio  District  Conference,  assembled 
at   Linwood  Park,  Vermillion,  Ohio,  July  12,  1956.) 


|j^i 


Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pcj 

sible,  note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasure); 

also  please  note:  j 

HOME  MISSION  OFFERING  j 

Make  checks  payable  to  the  Missionary  Board  of  tj 
Brethren  Church,  and  address  Missionary  Board  of  t| 
Brethren   Church,   530  College   Avenue,   Ashland,    Ohio,  j 


_J 
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YANDERGRIFT 

HONORS 

REV.  NAFF 


Mrs.  Margaret  Learn, 
IJhurch  Financial  Secretary, 
(left)  presents  gift  of  money 
o  Rev.   and   Mrs.    Naff. 


On  September  22nd  1956,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Rosen- 
pteel  opened  their  home  for  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren 
Ihurch  to  hold  a  farewell  party  for  Rev.  Paul  M.  Naff, 
|vho  is  leaving  them.  Sixty-three  members  were  present. 
pake,  Ice  cream,  and  coffee  were  served  for  refresh- 
tients. 

A  gift  of  money  was  presented  to  the  minister  and 
lis  wife.  The  Kings  daughters  class  also  gave  Mrs.  Naff 
ji  beautiful  white  Nylon  stole  for  a  farewell  gift,  in  mem- 
ory of  the  class. 

I  Rev.  Naff  has  been  with  us  for  8  years,  all  but  one 
Inonth.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  must  see  Rev. 
'laff  leaving.  His  going  will  leave  a  big  vacancy  among 


us.  In  the  eight  yeai*s  that  Brother  Naff  has  been  with 
us,  we  have  enjoyed  a  wonderful  fellowship  with  him  and 
his  wife.  Every  sermon  that  he  preached  to  us  was  an 
inspiration  in  some  way  or  another.  Our  church  will 
never  forget  his  willingness  to  serve,  especially  at  a  time 
of  sickness  and  death,  he  was  always  there. 

He  was  a  great  help  to  us  getting  our  new  church 
foundation  started.  Rev.  Naff  introduced  the  combined 
morning  worship  sei^vice  in  this  church,  thus  increasing 
our    attendance    gi'eatly   in    the    morning   worship   hour. 

Mrs.  David   Rosensteel, 
Apollo,    Pa.    Box    32. 


IF  YOU'RE  GOING  AROUND  IN  CIRCLES  AND  GETTING  NOWHERE 
IN  YOUR  CHRISTIAN  DEVELOPMENT,  TRY  PROPORTIONATE 

GIVING 
WHAT  IS   IT? 

Setting  aside  regularly  something  for  God's  work. 

The  amount  is  determined  on  a  percentage  basis.  It  can  then  go  up 

or  down  with  income. 
Many  Christians  begin  with  ten  percent. 
From  what  is  set  aside  we  give  to  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

WHAT  CAN  IT  BE? 

A  means  of  saying  "Thanks"  to  God. 
A  means  to  break  the  grip  of  selfishness  in  life. 
A  witness  to  others. 

An  experience  in  which  we  step  out  in  faith  and  learn  to  trust. 

Department  of   Stewardship  Education, 
Agustana  Lutheran  Church. 
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SOUTH    BEND,    INDIANA   REVIVAL 

From  October  8  to  21  South  Bend  had  one  of  the  finest 
evangelistic  campaigns  in  its  history.  During  the  meet- 
ing we  had  94  come  to  the  front  of  the  church  to  re- 
dedicate  their  lives,  Pastor  J.  D.  Hamel  baptized  22 
people,  and  2  were  taken  into  the  church  by  letter;  mak- 
ing a  total  of  118  decisions  for  which  we  praise  the  Lord. 

It  was  a  delightful  experience  for  our  church  to  have 
Evangelist  Percy  Miller,  pastor  of  our  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Brethren  Church  and  one  of  the  busiest  ministers  in  the 
brotherhood  in  our  midst.  His  messages  were  thrilling 
and  dynamic.  The  South  Bend  congregation  was  very  en- 
thusiastic in  showing  its  love  for  this  outstanding  Breth- 
ren leader.  Many  calls  were  made  during  the  meeting 
which  added  greatly  to  the  splendid  results.  The  meet- 
ing was  well  attended  and  various  organizations  and 
nearby  Brethren  Churches  were  represented  by  their 
pastor  and  people.  Special  music  was  rendered  very  effec- 
tively from  night  to  night  by  various  individuals  and 
the  Junior  and  Senior  Choirs  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
J.  D.  Hamel. 

We  will  long  remember  the  spiritual  fellowship  of 
Evangelist  Percy  Miller  and  the  tremendous  campaign. 
Miss    Lillie    Garwood,    Pastor's    Secretary. 


EVANGELISTIC   CAMPAIGN 
AT  SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA 

For  two  weeks,  October  8th  through  21st,  it  was  my 
piivilege  to  be  the  preacher  for  an  evangelistic  meeting 
at  the  Brethren  Church  of  South  Bend,  Indiana.  Here  is 
a  church  that  has  had  excellent  ministers  in  the  past, 
and  certainly  now  they  have  a  man  that  is  ti'uly  dedicated 
to  the  cause  of  Christ.  He  has  certainly  accepted  his 
call  and  is  taking  it  seriously.  He  is  so  full  of  zeal,  in- 
terest and  enthusiasm.  He  is  also  tireless  in  his  work.  If 
there  ever  was  a  man  who  has  varied  activities,  and  is 
called  upon  to  perform  varied  activities  (all  related  to 
the  work  of  the  Lord),  here  is  the  man.  We  need  more 
men  who  have  the  pep,  vim  and  vigor  of  Brother  J.  D. 
Hamel.  He  also  has  a  helpmeet  that  is  unsurpassed. 
They  have  two  fine  children,  Joan  and  John,  to  keep 
them  stepping,  but  it  certainly  does  not  take  time  from 
the  Lord's  woi'k.  It  was  my  blessed  privilege  to  spend 
the  two  weeks  in  the  parsonage  with  this  devoted  couple. 

During  the  campaign  we  had  118  decisions  for  Christ; 
there  were  94  reconsecrations,  22  first  time  confessions, 
and  two  received  by  letter.  This  was  truly  a  victory  for 
which  we  praise  the  Lord. 


The  writer  appreciated  the  opportunity  of  getting  int 
the  various  homes  and  enjoying  their  splendid  hospitalitj 
Eveiy  kindness   was  extended  to  the  Evangelist. 

The  attendance  held  up  well  throughout  the  meeting 
the  interest  and  enthusiasm  seemed  to  be  high.  We  ai 
predated  so  much  the  splendid  help  on  the  part  of  th 
organist,  and  the  special  numbers  from  evening  to  ev( 
ning.  Brother  and  Sister  Hamel  were  a  great  help  i 
the  music  part  of  the  service;  both  using  their  musici 
instrument  talents. 

I  want  to  say  "Thanks"  to  the  South  Bend  Congregi 
tion  and  Pastor  for  the  privilege  of  being  with  you  foi 
the  two  weeks.  I  wanti  to  thank  all  members  and  friend' 
of  the  South  Bend  Church  for  their  very  genei'ous  mone 
tary  gift,  and  other  gifts. 

I  also  want  to  thank  my  own  Congregation,  the  Hill 
crest  Brethren  Church  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  permittin 
me  the  time  to  be  with  these  good  peoplq  of  South  Ben( 

May  our  dear  Lord  richly  bless  every  one  of  you  an 
prosper  you  in  His  work.  I  shall  long  remember  the  spii 
itual  fellowship  of  the  Brethz'en  Church  of  South  Bem 
Indiana. 

Percy  C.  Miller,, 


WARSAW,  INDIANA 

The  summer  "slump"  did  not  effect  the  attendanc 
too  much.  As  has  been  the  custom  for  the  past  few  years 
the   Sunday  night   service   was   discontinued  during  Jul; 


t 


and  August  but  the  Bible  study  with  prayer  was  no^ 
dismissed.  Following  Conference,  reports  were  given,  an 
a  number  of  special  programs  including  films,  musicaj  i 
programs;  and  then  came  October.  This  was  an  exceed' 
ingly  fruitful  and  busy  month..  Homecoming  was  held  o  | 
Oct.  7th.  Dr.  Leslie  Lindower  was  the  speaker  for  thj 
day,  as  he  was  a  former  pastor,  and  was  accompanie 
by  Mrs.  Lindower;  they  added  much  to  the  pleasure  o 
the  noon  hour  and  afternoon  fellowship.  The  service  waj 
well  attended.  The  Fuel  Offering  for  the  Church  is  als' 
taken  on  this  day. 

Monday  night  the  revival  began,  continuing  for  tw 
weeks.  Again  the  church  had  the  services  of  a  forme 
pastor.  Rev.  Woodrow  Brant,  evangelist,  and  there  wa^ 
felt  that  renewal  of  fellowship,  as  if  one  of  our  ow 
came  home.  Pastor  and  members  joined  in  an  all  ov 
calling  by  phone  and  "wearing  out  of  shoe  leather,"  t 
encourage  the  attendance  of  the  membership  and  to  ir 
vite  the  unchurched  of  the  community  to  the  service; 
Mr.  Albert  Hartman  was  song  leader  and  Mi-s.  Geraldin 
Grose,  organist.  Among  the  specials  the  Kosciusko  Count 
Home  Demonstration  Choir  filled  the  choir  chairs  on 
night  and  rendered  a  program;  they  remained  throug 
the  service  and  gave  the  closing  number. 

The  visible  results  of  the  revival,  were  the  baptist 
of  fifteen  and  on  the  closing  night  of  the  services,  th 
largest  number  surrounding  the  Communion  tables  th 
church  has  had  for  some  time.  Pastors  and  a  number  c 
members  from  nearby  Brethren  churches  were  amon 
those  present  on  different  nights  during  the  reviva 
May  friendship,  fellowship  and  unified  Christian  effort 
keep  alive  the  growth  of  His  Work. 

Mrs.  Jennie   Bennett,  Corr.  Sec. 
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INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 


TIOSA,  INDIANA.  Mrs.  Otto  Kath,  Church  Corre- 
spondent writes:  "The  Tiosa  Brethren  voted,  September 
Mth,  at  their  quarterly  business  meeting  to  call  their 
jastor,  Rev.  Wayne  Swihart,  for  a  full  time  pastorate, 
Which  began  on  the  first  Sunday  in  October.  This  was 
|i  forward  step  for  the  church  since  never  before  in  its 
liistory    had    the    church    been    on    a    full-time    basis." 

j  BRIGHTON  CHAPEL  BRETHREN,  HOWE,  INDI- 
KnA.  We  quote  from  the  Brighton  bulletin  for  Novem- 
per  4th:  "Over  70  people  gathered  last  Sunday  afternoon 
|;o  enjoy  our  annual  Homecoming  Service.  Rev.  Spencer 
jjentle  brought  an  inspiring  message  for  the  occasion. 
'Fhe    offering    for    the    building   fund    was    over    $90.00." 

PERU.  INDIANA.  The  First  Brethren  W.  M.  S.  Public 
Service  was  held  on  November  4th.  Guest  speaker  was 
rtev.  0.  W.  Rees,  former  missionary  to  India. 

i  DUTCHTOWN,  BRETHREN,  WARSAW,  INDIANA. 
I'On  Sunday  afternoon,  October  21st,  33  members  of  the 
[Dutchtown  Congregation  made  a  trip  to  the  Brethren's 
Home  at  Flora.  We  took  along  a  quantity  of  canned  goods, 
aggs,  apples,  blankets  and  a  serving  cart  for  the  Home. 
Uev.  H.  E.  Eppley  brought  a  message  as  a  part  of  the 
Service  we  held  for  the  old  folks.  Also  included  on  the 
program  was  the  scripture  and  prayer  by  our  pastor. 
Rev.  George  Pontius."  There  were  also  a  number  of  vocal 
lelections  and  group  singing.  Reported  by  Mrs.  Robert 
pebster. 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  Brother  Francis  Berkshire  notes 
hat  eleven  of  their  teachers  attended  the  sessions  of  the 
National  Sunday  School  Association  convention  in  Chi- 
ago  in  October. 

MANTECA,  CALIF.  We  note  that  on  a  recent  Sunday 
ivening,  Howard  Crom  showed  film  views  in  the  Manteca 
:hurch  of  some  of  the  points  of  interest  in  the  Brethren 
;hurch,  some  pastors  in  the  east  who  came  from  Cali- 
brnia,  and  their  churches.  A  report  of  the  late  General 
Conference  was  also  given  by  Mr.  Crom. 
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ATTENTION 

HISTORICAL   DISPLAY 

The  Anniversary  Program  Committee  of  General  Con- 
erence  is  appealing  to  the  Denomination  for  information 
t>n  historical  pictures,  objects  of  historical  value,  etc., 
vhich    might   be    used    in    a    Brethren    Historical    display 

It  the  1957  and  1958  General  Conferences. 
Anyone  possessing  such  items,  or  knowing  the  where- 
bouts  of  same,  are  asked  to  contact  the  chairman  of 
rhe  Committee,  Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller,  by  January  1,  1957. 
Do  not  send  any  items  you  may  have  until  specifically 
•equested  by  the  Chairman  to  do  so.) 

Rev.  Percy  C.  Miller. 
23   West    Hillcrest, 
Dayton  6,   Ohio. 


REV.  AND  MRS.  HUSE  HONORED 

AT  FAREWELL  DINNER 

Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania 

A  farewell  dinner,  honoring  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Horace 
Huse,  was  held  in  the  social  rooms  of  the  Main  Street 
Brethren  Church,  Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania,  Sunday  eve- 
ning, October  28,  1956,  at  six  o'clock.  The  Rev.  Huse  had 
been    pastor    of   the    congregation    since    July   of   1953. 

On  Tuesday  the  Huses  moved  to  their  new  home. 
Bunker  Hill,  Indiana,  where  he  will  be  the  pastor  of  the 
Loree  Brethren  Church.  This  church  is  located  in  a  rural 
area. 

An  occasional  chair  was  presented  to  the  Huses,  by 
the  members  of  the  congregation,  in  appreciation  of 
their  work  here.  A.  L.  McDaniel,  vice  moderator  of  the 
church,  made  the  presentation  speech.  Miss  Miriam  M. 
Bird  was  the  toastmistress.  John  H.  Blocher,  church  mod- 
erator,  gave   the   invocation   and   the   benediction. 

Miss  Mary  Ann  Walker  played  a  piano  solo.  Mrs.  Paul 
McMillan,  church  organist  and  choir  director,  commended 
the  pastor  and  his  wife  for  their  assistance  in  the  choir. 
Mrs.  Huse  was  an  alto  singer,  and  Pastor  Huse  was  first 
tenor  in  the  men's  quartet.  The  choir  then  sang  "The  Old 
Church  Bell." 

Mrs.  Harry  T.  Staub  was  the  chairman  of  the  dinner 
committee,  and  Mrs.  Earl  M.  Walker  was  chairman  of 
of  the  gift  committee. 

The  Rev.  D.  C.  White  of  Berlin,  will  be  the  full  time 
supply  pastor  of  the  Main  Street  Brethren  Church,  until 
a  new  minister  is  secured. 

Miriam  M.  Bird,  Secretary. 


ROCK  OF  AGES 


This  beautiful  hymn,  which  is  found  in  nearly 
every  hymnbook  in  the  English  language,  was 
written  by  Augustus  M.  Toplady  in  1776,  The 
author  was  the  son  of  an  English  military  officer 
and  was  educated  in  the  University  of  Dublin  in 
Ireland.  He  was  converted  to  the  Lord  through 
the  preaching  of  a  layman  at  a  gathering  of  a 
small  number  of  people  in  a  barn  in  an  "obscure 
part  of  Ireland." 

This  was  the  favorite  song  of  Prince  Albert 
Edward,  the  husband  of  Queen  Victoria.  In  his 
last  moments  he  repeated  it  again  and  again.  "I 
have  riches  and  honor,"  he  said,  "but  what  could 
it  help  me  now  if  I  had  nothing  else?"  Then  he 
added : 

"Nothing  in  my  hand  I  bring; 
Simply  to  Thy  cross  I  cling." 

When  the  great  statesman,  Gladstone,  lay 
dying,  he  asked  those  about  him  to  sing;  and 
when  they  asked  him  what  they  should  sing,  he 
whispered:   "Rock  of  Ages,  cleft  for  me." — Sel. 
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Vrayer  fUeeting 
Studies 

]By  G.  T.  ^ihnev 


"THIS  WORLD   IS  TOO  MUCH   WITH  US!" 

"This   world  is  too  much  with   us!" 

Now  this  precious  truth  I  see, 

For  I  cannot  walk  with  Jesus 

While   this    vain    world   walks   with    me. 

I  might  climb   up  yonder  mountains, 
And  all  God's   wondrous   beauties  see — 
But  I  cannot  see  my  Savior 
While  this  world  is  beckoning  me. 

I  might  speak  of  Jesus'  miracles. 

That  He  did  in  Galilee; 

But  I  cannot  walk  with  Jesus 

While   this   vain   world   talks   with   me. 

I    could   search  and   search  forever 

For   peace   that  lasts   eternally, 

But  I'll  have  no  peace  with  Jesus 

While    this    vain   woi'ld  stays   with  me.      '  ■ 

To  this  truth  I've   been  enlightened;  • 

Now  by  His  matchless  grace  I'll   be 

Walking  with  my  precious  Jesus 

Where  the  world  will  have  no  part  with  me. 

— Pauline  H.  Barrett. 

"•0  LOVE  FORBIDDEN  PLEASURES  is  not  to  love 
God  (2  Tim.  3:4;  1  John  2:5).  Cares,  riches  and 
pleasures  choke  out  the  spiritual  life  (Luke  8:14).  To 
indulge  in  these  things  is  to  be  spiritually  dead  (1  Tim. 
5:6).  The  lust  of  the  eyes  (1  John  2:16)  led  Eve  to  her 
fall  (Gen.  3:6).  Job  said  that  his  heart  walked  after  his 
eyes  (Job  31:7).  So  the  children  of  Israel  w^ere  to  forget 
the  forbidden  lusts  they  had  learned  in  Egypt  (Num. 
33:52).  Cultivating  worldly  pleasures  annihilates  baptis- 
mal vows  (2  Peter  1:9).  To  take  pleasure  in  seeing 
others  do  evil  things  classifies  us  along  with  them  (Rom. 
1:32).  An  evil  tendency  becomes  a  habit,  and  a  fixed 
habit  spells  a  destiny  (Pro v.  5:22).  For  such  there  is 
no  Heaven  (Gal.  5:19-21). 

"Sow  a  thought  and  reap  an  act, 

Sow  an  act  and  reap  a  habit, 
Sow  a  habit  and  reap  a  character. 

Sow  a  character  and  reap  a  destiny." 

Wine  is  a  mockei*  to  kings  (Prov.  20:1;  Kings  16:8-10; 
20:16),  and  to  any  one  else  who  imbibes  (Isaiah  28:7-9). 
The  strange  woman  leads  to  Hell  (Prov.  5:3-5;  7:26,  27) 
as  Solomon  learned  to  his  sorrow  (1  Kings  11:1).  Wild 
oats  bring  a  bumper  crop  (Job  20:11).  The  Christian  does 
not  trifle  nor  flirt  with  sin  (2  Cor.  6:17;  Matt.  5:8;  1 
Tim.  2:22;  Prov.  14:9). 

"...  fools  make  a  mock  of  sin,  will  not  believe 
It  carries  such  a  dagger  in  its  sleeve, 
How  can  it  be,  say  they,  that  such  a  thing 


So  full  of  sweetness  ere  should  wear  a  sting?         i 
They  know  not  that   it   is   the   very  spell  ] 

Of  sin   to  make   men   laugh  themselves  to  Hell."       | 

I 
"As   He   is,  so   are   we   in   this    world"     (1    John    4:1" 
Titus  2:12). 

The  Devil  can  get  us  through  worldy  possessioi 
(Prov.  1:32).  We  are  not  to  set  our  hearts  on  rich( 
(Psalm  62:10;  1  Tim.  6:9).  In  prosperity  men  forsal 
God  (Job  21:11-14,  17).  Man  cannot  affoi'd  to  live  fc| 
worldly  possessions  (1  Cor.  7:31;  James  4:14;  Psah! 
49:17).  Jesus  will  take  the  world  out  of  our  hearts  ani 
put  it  on  our  hearts  (Matt.  6:20;  Luke  10:2).  Worldl! 
applause  is  not  for  Christians  (Num.  22:15-17),  but  f(' 
hypocrites  (John  12:43;  Jude  16)  to  draw  them  to  destru( 
tion  (2  Chron.  26:15-16).  Worldly  companions  destrc' 
spirituality  (Prov.  13:20;  Num.  11:4,  34;  Hosea  7:8;  , 
Cor.  6:17).  Seek  rather  the  pleasures  of  saints  (Psalii 
16:11;    John   13:17;    1   John  5:4).  | 


Lesson 

Comments 


by 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  December  2,   1956 

LET  NOT  YOUR  HEARTS  BE  TROUBLED 

Lesson:  John  14:1-14 

"  'Trust    in    the    Lord,'   0    troubled    soul. 

Rest  in  the  arms  of  His  care; 
Whatever  thy  lot,  It  mattereth  not, 

For  nothing  can  trouble  thee  there; 
'Trust  in  the   Lord,'   0   troubled  soul. 

Nothing  can   trouble   thee  there." 

COMFORT  FOR  THE  troubled  heart  is  the  subje( 
of  this  week's  lesson.  No  more  appropriate  tin 
could  bel  found  for  the  declaration  of  such  a  needed  trutl 
Turmoil  abroad!  Unrest  at  home!  Dissatisfaction  withii 
Yet  in  such  an  hour  Jesus  whispers  to  the  trusting  hear 
"Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled." 

The  Master  spoke  these  wonderful  words  to  His  dii 
ciples  during  perilous  times.  His  betrayal  and  crucifixic 
were  at  hand.  Soon  He  would  be  takei^  from  them.  The 
faith  would  be  rudely  shaken.  Inward  rest  and  assuram; 
were  impex-ative  if  they  would  remain  stedfast  in  tl! 
faith  of  the  Master.  I 

JESUS    COMFORTS     HIS     FOLLOWERS     WITH     TH 
PROMISE  OF  HIS  SURE  RETURN. 

"I   go   to  prepare   a   place  for  you.  And   if  I   go   .   .  . 
will  come  again,  and  receive  you  unto  Myself,  that  wheij 
I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also."  | 

It  was   not  easy  for  the   disciples   to   hear  their  Loi 
speak  of  leaving  them.  But  how  wonderful  it  was  to  kno 
they   would  some  day  join   Him!   Even   now,  Jesus   sai . 
He   was   preparing   eternal   dwelling-places    (exact  mea; 
ing   of   word   "mansions")    for   them.   What   a   comfort 
know  these  things!     ,     . 


! 
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JESUS     COMFORTS    HIS    FOLLOWERS     WITH    THE 
TRUTH   OF   HIS    UNION   WITH   THE   FATHER. 

"You  must  believe  Me,  that  I  am  in  union  with  the 
Pather  and  that  the  Father  is  in  union  with  Me,  or  else 
.'ou  must  do  so  because  of  the  very  things  that  I  am 
icing"  (Williams  trans.). 

We  the  followers  of  Jesus  Christ  must  have  faith  and 
Full  confidence  that  He  is  the  Divine  Son  of  God  even 
Is  He  said.  Such  faith  will  enable  us  to  believe  that  all 
le  said  about  Himself  is  ti'ue,  and  that  all  He  promised 
le  will  fulfill  because  He  is  GOD  incarnate  in  the  flesh! 

Think  of  the  promises  He  made ! 

"I  am  the  bread  of  life:  he  that  cometh  to  Me  shall 
lever  hunger"  (John  6:35). 

"If  the  Son  therefore  shall  make  you  free,  ye  shall  be 
ree  indeed"  (John  8:36). 

"I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless  (lit.  "orphans")" 
John  14:18). 

If  Jesus  Christ  is  not  all  He  claimed!  to  be — the  Divine 
)on  of  God — then  such  promises  as  these  are  vain  and 
worthless  I  But  He  is  God's  only  begotten  Son;  and  by 
personal  choice   He  can   be   our   Saviour  and   Loi'd! 

ESUS     COMFORTS     HIS     FOLLOWERS     WITH     HIS 
PROMISE  OF  ANSWERED   PRAYER. 

"And   whatsoever  ye   shall  ask  in   My  name,  that  will 
do,  that  the  Father  may  be  glorified  in  the  Son.  If  ye 
hall  ask  any  thing  in  My  name,  I  will  do  it." 

It  is  very  clear  in  the  context  that  this  promise  is 
onditional.  Christ  has  promised  to  grant  the  petition  of 
jhat  one  who  exercises  faith  in  God  the  Son  and  God  the 
leather  (vs.  11);  who  asks  the  request  in  the  name  of 
!esus  (vs.  13);  and  who  has  in  mind  the  glory  of  God 
K's.  13). 

God's  people  need  not  be  troubled  so  long  as  they  have 
his  message  of  Divine  Comfort  from  the  lips  of  Jesus 
0  sustain  them:  "Peace  I  leave  with  you,  My  peace  I 
ive  unto  you  .  .  .  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither 
!t   it   be   afraid"    (John    14:27). 


hnday  School  Suggestions 

The    Sunday    School   Board    of 
The  Brethren  Church 

by     Jerry  Flora 


I        HOW  TO  REACH  PARENTS 

rHE  HOME  is  the  fundamental  unit  of  society — even 
Christian  society.  Children  need  the  comfort  and  se- 
lurity  of  home;  all  child  specialists  are  agi'eed  in  this. 
'f.  Christ-centered  home  is  vital  to  a  child's  proper  growth 
1  all  phases  of  life. 

Our  appeal   to   parents,   therefore,   is   twofold.    (1)    We 

ppeal  to  their  interest  in  their  children.  This  is  par- 
icularly  effective  with  new  parents  but  is  true  of  all. 
2)  We  appeal  to  their  interest  in  themselves.  It  has 
een  said  that  "the  unsaved  parent  is  probably  more  in- 
3rested  in  himself  than  in  statistics  about  juvenile  de- 
nquency." 


We  must  stress  the  importance  of  the  entire  family's 
attending , Sunday  school.  This  could  be  a  special  empha- 
sis for  a  quarter  or  even  a  full  year.  There  is  usually  a 
large  potential  in  the  group  who  attend  church  but  are 
not  enlisted  for  the   Sunday  school. 

Make  use  of  printed  matter  in  reaching  parents.  When 
a  new  child  is  enrolled,  his  parents'  name  should  imme- 
diately be  added  to  all  church  mailing  lists.  Utilize  such 
printed  items  as  cradle  roll  packets,  tracts  sent  home 
with  children,  lesson  leaflets,  Sunday  school  papers,  re- 
port cards,  and  church  bulletins. 

Direct  mail  promotion  (correspondence)  is  always  ef- 
fective. At  least  every  quarter  the  child's  teacher  or  de- 
partment superintendent  should  send  a  letter  to  the  par- 
ents. The  adult  class  in  which  the  parents  should  be  en- 
rolled may  also  write  the  prospects.  Be  alert  for  special 
opportunities  for  correspondence,  such  as  when  a  child 
accepts  Christ  or  pledges  his  life  for  full-time  service. 

Visitation  may  be  carried  on  similarly  to  direct  mail 
promotion.  The  child's  teacher  should  visit  his  home  at 
least  twice  a  year.  The  adult  class  in  which  the  parents 
should   be   eni'olled  may  also  make  personal   contact. 

Special  occasions  will  help  to  reach  parents.  Start  a 
parent-teacher  group  and  hold  monthly  meetings.  Ob- 
serve Sunday  School  Night  in  church,  using  children  for 
special  music,  devotions,  ushers,  etc.  Have  Family  Night 
gatherings;  start  a  children's  choir;  observe  Mother's 
Day  and  Father's  Day;  have  graduation  ceremonies  on 
Promotion  Day;  build  up  Rally  Day;  close  Vacation  Bible 
School  with  a  public  program.  These  are  just  a  few  of 
the  ideas  that  have  been  tried — and  worked — in  reach- 
ing   parents    through    the    Sunday    school. 

Finally,  tell  parents  what  they  can  do  to  help  their 
children.  You  know,  sometimes  we  have  not  because  we 
ask  not — even  in  this  realm.  Parents  can  help  their  chil- 
dren with  memory  work;  they  can  ask  the  children  to 
review  what  they  have  learned;  they  can  assist  in  lesson 
preparation;  they  can  bring  the  children  to  Sunday 
school;  they  can  establish  a  family  altar. 

It  is  true  that  many  times  "a  little  child  shall  lead 
them."  Therefore  let  us  redouble  our  efforts  to  win 
parents  to  Jesus  Christ  through  their  children  in  Sunday 
school. — Adapted.  .    . 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELISl 


NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch.  Youth  Director 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  IS  THANKFUL,  TOO 

AT  THIS  TIME  OF  YEAR  when  you  are  being  asked 
to  list  the  things  for  which  you  are  thankful  and 
when  different  groups  are  doing  the  same  thing,  we  want 
you  to  know  that  Brethren  Youth  is  very  thankful  for 
many  things  too.  Following  is  a  list  of  some  of  these 
things : 

— The  grace  and  love  of  our  Lord  which  motivates  us 
into  greater  dedication. 

The  Brethren  Church  and  her  areas  of  belief  and  ser- 
vice. 

— Pastors  and  advisors  that  are  helping  to  build  our 
youth  program. 

— Interested  young  people  who  support  rallies  and 
conferences. 

— Church  members  who  can  visualize  the  need  for 
challenging  young  lives  and  support  steps  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

— We  are  very  thankful  for  Brethren  Youth  as  a  whole 
on  every  level  and  thank  God  for  the  direction  He  has 
given   to   such   an  expanding  program. 

I  give  my  personal  thanks  for  the  encouraging  words 
that  come  from  you  to  the  office  from  time  to  time,  and 
I  hope  that  one  year  from  now  we  can  be  even  more 
thankful  because  of  greater  accomplishments  that  will  be 
done  in  the  Lord's  name.  "0,  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord" 
by  living   consecrated  lives. 

We  still  have  some  ROOSTERS  that  should  be  BOOST- 
ERS. Join  the  Brethren  Youth  Booster  Club  this  week. 
$1.00  is  just  the  minimum  donation  for  one  year.  Ask 
your  young  people  about  the  organization. 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND 

Quite  by  chance,  on  Nov.  2nd  I  stopped  in  Linwood  the 
very  evening  they  were  planning  to  have  their  youth 
meeting,  for  which  I  was  very  glad.  They  used  some 
fine  musical  talent  in  presenting  their  Thanksgiving  pro- 
gram. Then  we  spent  some  time  talking  shop  about  the 
workings  of  B.  Y.  The  contact  was  valuable  to  me  and  I 
hope  that  their  group  will  grow  in  the  future.  I'm  glad 
I  stopped  in.  Besides,  the  refreshments  were  extra  good, 
too. 

NOVEMBER  IS  BRETHREN  YOUTH  MEMBERSHIP 
MONTH.  Everyone  in  your  B.  Y.  C.  should  be  carrying 
a  Membership  Card  by  this  time.  Ask  your  pastor  about 
this  if  you  don't  have  yours  yet. 

YES,  THRILLING! 

While  I  was  visiting  the  Church  World  Service  pro- 
cessing center  at  New  Windsor,  Maryland,  on  Nov.  2nd, 
a  rush  order  came  in  for  over  3500  blankets  to  be  flown 
over  to  war-torn  Hungary.  Doffing  my  good  suit  for  some 


overalls,  I  helped  to  load  the  semi-truck  that  was  leavirfj 
yet  that  night  for  New  York.  ; 

It  was  really  thrilling  to  know  that  the  very  blanke  i 
we  were  tossing  up  on  the  truck  would  be  helping  1 1 
clothe  someone  in  Hungary  within  the  next  two  days, 
also  made  me  thankful  that  we  live  in  U.  S.  A.  wheij 
bombs  have  never  fallen.  More  of  us  ought  to  be  helpirj 
those  who  have  suffered  and  have  so  little.  The  Bretlj 
ren  Church,  which  we  love  so  much,  should  be  livir 
its  peace  position  more  positively.  Ask  God  to  lead  i 
into  this  area  of  Christian  opportunity. 

MIAMI  VALLEY  BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Plan  now  to  attend  your  next  District  Brethren  Youi 
Rally  at  Pleasant  Hill  on  December  9th  (this  year).  The;i 
is  inspiration  in  meeting  together  with  new  friends 
Christ's  name.  But  you  can't  experience  this  truth  if  y(: 
stay  at  home  at  rally-time.  Save  the  date  now  and  prj 
for  the  success  of  the  day's  program. 

GO  GO  GOALS  j 

Have  you  begun  to  meet  this  year's  goals  yet  and  1 
a  banner  society  ?  Now  is  the  time  to  get  to  work — ^n  I 
next  June.  Follow  the  suggestions  for  meetings,  send  j 
one  of  your  weekly  offerings,  work  on  the  project,  pu.'j 
the  Booster  Club,  sign  a  membership  card  and  begin  i 
meet  every  goal  you  can  right  now.  Let's  go  all  out  thij 
year  in  our  goals!  j 

WHO  STOPPED  THE  MUSIC?  j 

THE  AMBASSADOR  QUARTET  is  not  extinct  jui 
because  their  summer's  venture  is  over.  Although  n 
nearly  as  active  in  the  singing  field  since  school  h, 
started,  they  nevertheless  are  practicing  and  presentiij 
a  program  now  and  then. 

For  example: 

1.  THE  AMBASSADORS  sang  for  a  Sunday  Schc; 
class  party  in  Wooster,  Ohio  on  November  20th,  and    ' 

2.  They  will  be  at  the  LOUISVILLE  BRETHRE 
CHURCH  for  an  evening  program  on  December  2nd.  I 
you're   in  the   locality,  drop  over    (not  dead,  just  ovei 

Furthermore,  as  soon  as  the  boat  and  plane  compani 
come  through  with  sailing  and  flying  dates,  prices,  a: 
arrival  times,  Rolf  can  begin  to  write  to  his  contacts 
Germany  and  arrange  definite  dates  and  programs  to  i 
with  them  next  summer.  Please  keep  praying  for  t 
work.  It's  yours.  Rolf  Stolpner's  address  is  140  Oh 
tenden,   Columbus   10,   Ohio.   Drop  him   a   line. 

THE  FISHBOWL  looks  a  little  haggard,  because 
hasn't  been  fed  for  some  time  now.  I'll  have  to  see  wt 
can  be  done  about  that.  Will  you  help?  | 


Young  Men's  and 
Brotherhood  Pro 

Percy  C.  Miller — Topic  Editor 


oysi 
rat! 


Due  to  the  illness  of  the  Topic-Editor  of  the  Broth 
hood  Program,  the  program  for  the  month  of  DecemI 
does   not   appear   this    month,    A    suggestion    made 
Brother  Miller  would  be  to  have  a  Christmas  party — si 
carols,  and  go  caroling. 


i^ 
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^he   "^A/ omens    /Corner 


For  the  thirteenth  year  millions 
of  Americans  of  all  faiths  will 
join  in  daily  Bible  reading  from 
Thanksgiving  to  Christmas.  This 
Worldwide  Bible  Reading  is  spon- 
sored by  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety. The  program  was  obseirved 
last  year  in  49  countries. 

The  readings  below  were  se- 
lected by  numerous  denominations. 
They  are  without  note  or  com- 
ment, and  one  may  use  any  ver- 
sion of  the  Bible  he  prefers. 

NOVEMBER 

22  Thanksgiving 

Deuteronomy  5:1-21 

23 Psalms  19:1-14 

24 Psalms  27:1-14 

25  Sunday  ™ Psalms  46:1-11 

26 Psalms  103:1-22 

27 Psalms  121:1-8 

130:1-8 

28 „ Psalms  145:1-21 

29 Proverbs  3:1-20 

30.... Isaiah  40:1-11,  28-31 

DECEMBER 

1 Isaiah  55:1-13 

2  Advent Luke  6:20-49 

3 .. John  1:1-28 

4 John  1:29-51 

5 John  3:1-36 

6 John  4:1-38 

7 John  15:1-27 

8 - John  17:1-26 

9  Universal 

Bible  Sunday Luke  8:1-21 

10 Acts  17:16-34 

11 Romans  8:l-3i^ 

12 Romans  12:1-21 

13 1  Corinthians  13:1-13 

14 Philippians  4:1-23 

15 Hebrews  11:1-40 

16  Sunday „ Luke  10:23-42 

17 Luke  11:1-17 

18..... — Luke  12:22-34 

19 „ Luke  15:1-10 

20 Luke  15:11-32 

21 Luke  1:1-23 

22 Luke  1:24-38 

23  Sunday Luke  1:39-56 

24 Luke  1:57-80 

25  Christmas Luke  2:1-20 

Cut  out  the  list  above  and 
use  it  as  a  bookmaric  in  your 
Bible. 
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THERE  ARE  MANY  THINGS  that  have  come  into 
my  life  and  have  been  a  help  to  me  from  others.  A 
Methodist  minister  explained  the  Lord's  Prayer  to  us  in 
a  wonderful  way  and  it  has  always  been  an  inspiration 
to  me  in  my  daily  living.  I  try  to  remind  myself  fre- 
quently of  his  helpful  words.  He  asked  if  we  really 
prayed  the  Lord's  prayer  or  were  we  content  to  just 
repeat  the  words  with  no  thought  about  the  real  mean- 
ing? 

The  one  part  of  the  prayer  that  he  made  very  real 
to  all  of  us  concerned  the  phrase  "Forgive  us  our  debts 
as  we  forgive  our  debtors."  I  have  learned  that  if  we 
hold  petty  grudges  in  our  hearts  they  will  soon  crowd 
out  the  Love  of  God.  If  we  do  not  forgive  others,  how 
can  we  expect  our  Heavenly  Father  to  f oi-give  us  ?  We 
need  His  forgiveness  daily!  So  if  someone  says  something 
or  does  something  to  hurt  us,  let  us  just  take  our  burden 
to  the  Lord  and  He  will  give  us  grace  to  forgive  and 
strength  to  not  hold  a  grudge. 

With  this  attitude  towards  others  and  God's  Spirit 
within  us  we  can  really  pray  the  Lord's  prayer  and  feel 
that  we  have  been  talking  to  our  Heavenly  Father.  In 
Jesus'    name    then   let   us  pray  His    prayer: 

"Our  Father  which  art  in  Heaven,  Hallowed  be  thy 
name.  Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as 
it  is  in  Heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread.  And 
forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors.  And 
lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil: 
For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
forever.  Amen." 

Mrs.   Walter  Wissinger, 

Falls   City,   Nebr. 


NORTHERN  INDIANA  DISTRICT 

LAYMEN'S  MEETING 

South  Bend  Brethren  Church 

1214  S.  Michigan  St., 

South  Bend,  Indiana 

Monday,  December  3rd 

A   good   attendance    desired.     Good    program 

planned.  Election  of  Officers. 

Supper  served  from  5:00-6:00  P.  M.  (slow) 
CST;  6:00-7:00  P.  M.  (fast)  DST. 

Send  reservations  to  First  Brethren  Church, 
1214  S.  Michigan  St.,  South  Bend,  Indiana,  not 
later  than  Nov.  30th. 

Richard  Best,  Sec'y. 
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BOOKLETS 

LOW-COST   DE  LUXE  GREETINGS 
FOR  ALL-OCCASION   AWARDS 

FOR  CHILDREN 


Inexpensive  gift  or  award  booklets  for  Beginner  and 
Primary  children.  Each  with  full-color  Bible  pictures. 
Size  of  each,  4x6  inches,  32  pages.  Order  a  quantity 
for  Promotion  Day,  Christmas,  Easter,  or  Children's  Day. 

Each    book    18e. 

ABC   BOOK  ABOUT  JESUS 
No.  2000.  Full  color  on  every  page,  featuring  pictures  of 
events   in   life   of  Jesus,   many  centered   around   the   Na- 
tivity.    Each   page   also  contains   large  alphabet   letter,  a 
rhyming   picture  title,   and   simple  Scripture. 

THE   GIVER   OF   EVERY   GOOD   GIFT 
No.  2001.  Fascinating  stories  of  Creation,  Noah,  David's 
Praises,  the  Prodigal  Son,  the  Christ-child,  and  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  illustrating  God's  gift  to  us  of  life,  friends,  daily 
care.   His  Son,   and   home  and  parents. 

JESUS,   OUR   BEST  FRIEND 
No.  2002.  The  much-loved  stories  of  the  Boy  Jesus  In  the 
Temple,   the   Samaritan  Woman,   Healing  the   Lame  Man, 
Zacchaeus,  Blessing  the  Children,  Mary  and  Martha,  the 
Crucifixion,  and  the  Resurrection. 

GOD'S  CHILDREN  MARCHING 
No.  2005.  A  child's  story  of  God's  people  on  their  long 
march  to  the  promised  land. 

JESUS,  OUR  MASTER 
No.  2006.  Stories  concern  Jesus  and  the  Four  Fishernjen, 
A  Blind  Man,  A  Nobleman's  Son,  and  others,  plus  four 
proving  Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God. 

HEROES  WHO  CHOSE  THE  RIGHT 
No.    2009.    Includes    stories    on    Elijah,    Micaiah,    Daniel, 
Jeremiah,    Esther,    Nehemiah,    John,    and    Jesus. 

BIBLE  TREASURES 
No.  2031.  Choicest  portions  of  Scripture  .  .  .  23rd  Psalm, 
10   Commandments,    Beatitudes,    Lord's   Prayer,  etc.     16 
pages. 


Five  beautiful  gift  booklets  of  excellent  taste  and  reverence,  for  inexpen- 
sive gifts  to  new  members,  birthday  awards,  and  greetings.   Nos.  2035  and 
2038  are  especially  designed  for  sick  and  shut-in.    Each  with  16  full-color 
pictures.    32  pages,  4x6  inches.    White  mailing  envelopes  included. 
*^  '^  Each,  22e. 


FAVORITE  PSALMS 
No.  2041.  Lovely  booklet  illustrating   18  best-loved 
psalms   on    confidence,   trust,   worship,    meditation, 
hope,  blessing,  confession,  prayer,  etc. 

WORDS  OF  CHRIST 
No.  2039.  Fifteen  incidents  from  Christ's  life  told  in 
dramatic  paintings.     Bible  stories  included. 

PRELUDE  TO  PRAYER 
No.  2033.  Contains  poetry.  Scripture,  paintings,  and 
meditations  on  the  subject  of  prayer. 


CHEER  ALONG  THE  WAY 
No.  2035.  A  wonderful  collection  of  reproductions 
of  Biblical   paintings,  devotionals,  Scripture  verses, 
and    poetry.     In    the    center   of   the    booklet    is   an 
unusual  "Road  to  Recovery"  map. 

GARDEN  OF  CHEER 
No.  2038.  Features  poetry,  reproductions  of  Biblical 
paintings,    quotations,    devotional    thoughts.    Scrip- 
ture, Bible  readings,  and  facts  about  faith,  serenity, 
strength,  and  courage. 


On  all  book  orders  please  add  ten  cents  for  postage. 

The    Brethren   Publishing   Company 
524   College   Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio 


iren  i 

EVAN6ELIST/^ 

Official  Organ  of  Che  "Brethren  Church 


The   ancient   Church   built  over  the  spot  where   tradition  says  the  Christ-child  was  born. 

—Photo  by  Delbert   B.   Flora. 
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Items  of  general   Interest 

SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  Sunday  evening,  November 
18th,  a  "Missionary  Service"  was  held.  This  was  the  first 
evening  service  programmed  for  the  Sarasota  church, 
according  to  the  Sarasota  bulletin.  Mrs.  Peggy  Beekley 
was  the  speaker. 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  The  Father  and  Son  banquet 
was  held  the  evening  of  November  15th. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  St.  James  church  was 
host  to  the  Union  Thanksgiving  service  on  November 
21st.  Rev.  Ezra  Dunnavant,  of  the  Downsville  Christian 
church,  was   the   speaker. 

The  Young  Married  Peoples  Class  of  the  St.  James 
church  has  taken  the  project  of  curtaining  off  the  church 
basement  into  six  class  rooms.  Bark  Cloth  curtains  sus- 
pended on  aluminum  track,  will  be  used. 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  A  Pre-Thanksgiving 
Service  was  presented  by  the  Crusaders  Youth  Choir, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  L.  0.  McCartneysmith,  on 
Novmber  21st. 

VINCO,  PENNA.  Jackson  Township  School  teachers 
and  School  Board  members  were  guests  of  the  Vinco 
church  at  services  on  November  18th.  Dr.  Walter  C.  Davis, 
Superintendent  of  Johnstown  schools,  was  the  speaker. 

The  W.  M.  S.  held  their  book  review  the  evening  of 
November  16th,  with  Miss  Elsie  Kels  as  speaker. 

CAMERON,  W.  VA.  Work  continues  on  the  improve- 
ment program  for  the  Cameron  church  basement. 

The  Union  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  in  the  Cam- 
eron Brethren  Church  on  November  21st.  Rev.  Robert 
Shaffer   of   the    First   Presbyterian   church   was   speaker. 

LOUISVILLE,  OHIO.  Brother  L.  V,  King  notes  that 
the  Louisville  Ministerial  Association  met  in  the  Breth- 
ren church  for  a  meeting  and  carry-in  dinner  on  Novem- 
ber 12th. 

Four  new  members  were  baptized  and  received  into 
the  church  recently. 

The  Community  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  in  the 
Brethren  Church  on  Thanksgiving  morning. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  Pastor  John  T.  Byler  was 
guest  speaker  in  the  Union  Thanksgiving  service  which 
was  held  November  21st  in  the  Johnsville  E.  U.  B.  church. 

The  New  Lebanon  Laymen  spent  two  nights  recently 
painting    approximately   75   window    sash    for   their    new 


church  addition.  Brother  Byler  notes  that  the  contracto] 
expected  to  have  all  of  the  doors  and  windows  in  placj 
before  long.  j 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  Mrs.  Frank  Morrison,  Ohio  Dis 
trict  W.  M.  S.  President,  of  Dayton,  was  the  speaker  a 
the  Smithville  W.  M.  S.  Public  service  on  November  18t}| 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  The  Junior  Church  presented 
Thanksgiving  program  at  the  evening  service  on  Noveir  i 
ber  18th. 

NAPPANEE,  INDIANA,  We  quote  from  the  Nappane 
bulletin:  "At  a  special  business  meeting  the  church  df 
cided  to  start  making  plans  for  building  a  new  parsonagi 
It  will  be  built  on  the  vacant  lot  on  North  Nappane 
Street.  A  parsonage  building  committee  has  been  aj 
pointed." 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Brother  N.  V.  Leathermai 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  70th  anniversary  prograii 
in  the  South  Bend  church  on  November  25th.  Brothei 
Leatherman  was  pastor  of  the  South  Bend  church  froi 
1925  to  1931. 

BRIGHTON  CHAPEL  BRETHREN,  HOWE,  INDIANi| 
The  Community  Service  of  Thanksgiving  was  held  in  tl:{ 
Brighton  Chapel   the   evening  of  November  20th.  ; 

LOREE  BRETHREN.  BUNKER  HILL,  INDIANA.  .\ 
reception  for  Brother  and  Sister  Horace  Huse,  new  pa; 
tor  and  wife,  was  held  at  the  church  on  November  20t] 

The  W.  M.  S.  Public  Service  was  held  on  Novemb(j 
11th.  A  play,  "The  Open  Window,"  was  presented  by  tl: 
members  of  the  Society.  ! 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Special  Thanksgiving  Servic«(j 
were  held  Thursday  and  Friday  evenings,  November  22r!! 
and  23rd.  I 


COMING  SOON—  I 

Special  news  about  your  Evangelist  | 

Next  vv^eek,  we  will  tell  you  about  some  siij 
nificant  and  important  changes  to  take  plac^ 
relative  to  your  Church  paper.  The  Publicatio 
Board  has  adopted  some  changes  which  will  tal^ 
effect  on  January  1,  1957 — designed  to  bring  1! 
you  a  more  serviceable  and  valuable  Evangelif| 
each  week  of  the  year, 

WATCH    FOR    THE    FULL    STORY    NEX 
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Tlie   Wliite  ^ift  Cmphasis 


SOME  TIME  AGO  we  saw  a  sign  which  read 
something  like  this:  "Christ  gave  His  all. 
What  will  you  give  to  further  His  work?"  The 
question  is  of  utmost  importance  to  us  right  now 
inasmuch  as  we  are  on  the  threshhold  of  the 
Christmas  gift  season.  It  is  more  so,  when  we 
realize  that  a  very  important  organization  in  the 
Brethren  Church  is,  this  month,  setting  about 
the  raising  of  its  funds  for  the  year's  operation. 

WHITE  GIFT  giving  is  always  associated  with 
Christmas.  It  is  most  appropriate  then,  that  the 
Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Brethren  church 
should,  at  this  time,  come  to  the  Brethren  Church 
for  White  Gift  offerings  in  support  of  its  great 
program  of  service  to  the  Church. 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  BOARD  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church  is  an  old  friend  in  a  new  dress  this 
year.  Formerly  known  as  the  National  Sunday 
School  Association  of  the  Brethren  Church,  it, 
at  General  Conference  time  last  fall,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Polity  Committee,  and  by  action 
of  Conference,  dropped  its  well  known  title  and 
became  known  as  The  Sunday  School  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church.  You  who  have  been  reg- 
ular and  faithful  givers  to  this  work  each  year 
will  recognize  that  only  the  name  has  been 
changed.  The  program,  aims  and  work  of  the  or- 
ganization remain  essentially  the  same. 

JUST  WHAT  IS  THAT  WORK?  This  issue  of 
the  Evangelist  contains  much  valuable  material 
contributed  by  various  members  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board,  explaining  their  work  and  service 
to  the  Church.  We  urge  your  careful  reading  and 
study  thereof. 

To,  in  a  few  sentences,  describe  the  work  of 
the  Sunday  School  Board,  is  a  large  task.  We 
would  have  to  tell  of  the  dozens  and  dozens  of 
Brethren  young  people  who  each  year  are  touched 
and  influenced  by  the  work  of  this  Board  in  our 


summer  camps.  We  would  have  to  point  to  pres- 
ent denominational  leaders,  pastors,  and  wives, 
missionaries,  local  church  workers,  etc.,  who,  in 
years  past  have  been  led  through  the  camp  ex- 
perience to  dedicate  their  lives  to  Christ  and 
His  service.  We  would  have  to  tell  of  the  con- 
stant effort  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  in  help- 
ing to  establish  and  support  these  District  Breth- 
ren young  peoples'  camps. 

We  would  also  have  to  tell  of  the  support  given 
through  the  years  to  Ashland  Seminary ;  we  could 
not  even  estimate  the  eternal  good  which  has 
been  done  because  the  Sunday  School  Board  pro- 
vided its  annual  assistance  to  the  Seminary  in 
its  task  of  training  young  men  and  women  for 
Christian  service. 

More  recently  we  would  have  to  tell  of  the 
Board's  work  in  Extension  — the  placing  of  a  quali- 
fied, consecrated  man  in  the  field  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  leadership  training  courses  and  Sunday 
school  workshops.  We  would  also  have  to  tell  you 
of  their  plans  and  desire  for  further  efforts  in 
this  and  other  directions — that  is,  provided  funds 
are  provided  by  the  Brethren  at  this  White  Gift 
offering  time.  Then  we  could  also  tell  you  of 
their  work  in  the  field  of  Brethren  Sunday  School 
literature  in  cooperation  with  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing Company. 

So,  Brethren,  you  see  we  would  have  a  pretty 
big  task  to  perform  if  we  were  to  try  to  tell  you 
all  about  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church. 

Others  have  done  that  for  you  in  the  pages 
which  follow.  Christ  gave  His  all,  that  we  might 
live.  What  will  you  give  in  your  White  Gifts,  that, 
through  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School  Board, 
the  knowledge  of  the  Christ  and  His  saving  grace 
might  be  better  taught  and  spread  throughout 
our  church,  in  all  age  groups — and  even  unto  the 
ends  of  the  earth?  W.  S.  B. 
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Greater 
Camp 

Program 

Walter   C.   Wertz 


Walter  Wertz  of  Conemaugh,  Pennsylvania,  is  presi- 
dent of  The  Sunday  School  Board  and  a  veteran  of  many 
years'  camping  experience. 


THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH,  since  the  late  twenties, 
has  seen  a  need  for  Brethren  Sunday  School  camps. 
In  our  Brotherhood  we  have  seen  the  camp  program 
grow  from  a  camp  in  one  District  to  a  camp  in  prac- 
tically every  district  of  our  denomination.  This  means 
that  Brethren  camps  are  found  from  the  East  Coast  to 
the  Pacific  Coast. 

At  our  last  National  Conference  we  were  delighted  to 
hear  of  the  interest  of  the  Arizona  Brethren  in  a  camp- 
ing program  for  their  young  folk.  Several  car  loads  of 
young  people  went  from  Tucson  to  the  California  camp. 
This  necessitated  even  staying  over  night  in  a  motel, 
meals  enroute  in  restaurants — yet  these  people  wanted 
to  go  to  a  Brethren  camp.  With  the  possibility  of  another 
church  in  the  state  of  Arizona,  these  Brethren  are  con- 
sidering renting  a  camp  site  a  little  closer  to  the  Tucson- 
Phoenix  area. 

The  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  will 
try  to  help  this  Southwest  area  as  much  as  possible  if 
these  people  can  establish  a  camp.  This  will  mean  an- 
other camp  in  a  growing  camp  program. 

Practically  every  year  the  over-all  picture  of  our  camps 
shows  an  increasing  number  of  people  attending  our 
Brethren  camps.  This  has  been  because  our  Sunday 
Schools  and  churches  are  experiencing  real  benefits  from 
those  who  have  attended  camp  and  many  Sunday  Schools 
and  churches  are  helping  every  camper  in  a  financial 
way.  Many  former  campers  have  responsible  jobs  in  our 
Sunday  Schools  and  churches  and  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
Schools. 

MORE  WEEKS  OF  CAMP 

The  increase  in  camp  registration  has  caused  a  need 
for  more  camp  time.  We  can  recall  in  the  Pennsylvania 
camp  of  many  years  in  the  past  that  one  week  of  camp 
adequately  took  care  of  our  needs.  However,  that  is  not 


the  case  today.  The  Ohio  camp  has  grovm  so  much  that| 
they  have  a  full  camp  every  two  weeks    they    operate.i 
Certainly  in  the  light  of  the  increased  enrollments  in  thesj 
Southeastern    District,    they    could    very    well    use    twoil 
weeks  of  camp.  This,  we  believe,  would  make  for  a  better; 
camp  situation.  Of  course,  more  weeks  of  camp  require»| 
more  workers  or  more  time  spent  in  camp  by  less.  The 
Indiana  District  has  added  another  week  of  camp  to  their 
four  which  they  have  had  for  many  years.  This  is  very 
encouraging  and  speaks  well  for  the  camp  program. 

Perhaps  the  camps  in  the  Central  and  Mid-West  Dis- 
tricts would  see  an  increase  in  campers,  if  they  could  { 
separate  their  campers  into  two  groups.  j 

If  our  camping  program  continues  to  grow,  perhaps 
we  will  see  the  day  when  some  of  our  districts  will  have 
camp  going  on  all  summer,  as  is  the  case  in  some  other! 
church  groups.  | 

A  STRONGER  LIFE-WORK  RECRUIT  PROGRAM     | 

Every  year  most  of  our  camps  report  campers  who! 
have  dedicated  their  lives  in  full  time  service.  But,  ij 
think  we  have  fallen  down  in  keeping  in  contact  with; 
these  people.  Perhaps  our  local  churches  should  follow  i 
this  up  more  closely  and  aid  in  encouraging  and  direct- 1 
ing  life  work  recruits.  j 

Since  many  have  dedicated  their  lives  to  full  time  ser-j 
vice,  we  often  ask  the  question  "How  long  will  it  last?"! 
Everything  depends  upon  where  you  place  the  emphasis! 
in  this  matter.  Inevitably,  if  you  are  just  satisfied  ini 
what  you  have  done  and  do  nothing  about  it — you  are) 
going  to  be  disappointed.  Any  business  man  knows  thati 
when  he  comes  to  the  place  where  he  is  only  holding  on| 
to  the  clients  he  has  and  not  getting  any  new  business,; 
he's  through.  So  it  is  in  the  Christian  life.  Peter  says,  j 
"As  new  born  babes,  desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word,! 

(Continued  on  Page  8)  j 
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Another 
Field 

Representative  7 


Henry   G.   Bates 


Henry  Bates  is  pastor  of  the  First  Brethren  Church, 
North  Manchester,  Indiana,  and  writer  of  "Lesson 
Backgrounds"  for  the  "Brethren  Bible  Class  Quarterly." 


"'TIS  BETTER  to  have  loved  and  lost,  than  never  to 
(have  loved."  So  goes  the  old  adage.  We  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church  might  paraphrase  that  statement  somewhat 
and  say,  "'Tis  better  to  have  had  a  Field  Representative 
jand  lost  him,   than  never  to  have  had  one." 

It  was  with  a  great  deal  of  regret  that  the  Sunday 
School  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  accepted  the  res- 
ignation of  Dr.  Joseph  Shultz  as  its  field  representative 
for  we  knew  that  he  had  been  doing  a  wonderful  piece 
bf  work  throughout  the  Brotherhood,  and  we  knew — both 
from  comments  which  we  heard  from  folks  in  many 
!churches,  as  well  as  by  the  fine  increase  in  White  Gift 
'Offerings — that  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  in 
keeping  Brother  Shultz  on  the  field  was  greatly  appre- 
ciated by  the  members  of  the  Brethren  Church.  But  we 
Itnust  not  "cry  over  spilt  milk."  Dr.  Shultz  felt  led  to 
accept  the  pastorate  of  the  Washington,  D.  C.  Brethren 
phurch,  and  the  Board  received  his  resignation  with  re- 
gret and  with  a  vote  of  appreciation  for  his  loyalty  and 
devotion  to  the  work. 

}  Now  folks  are  asking  whether  or  not  the  Sunday  School 
iBoard  is  contemplating  calling  another  full-time  Field 
.Secretary  or  Field  Representative.  Let  us  turn  the  ques- 
!|;ion  back  to  you — the  members  of  the  Brethren  Church 
—the  people  whom  the  Sunday  School  Board  strives  to 
serve.  Do  YOU  want  another  Field  Representative?  Do 
YOU  feel  the  need  for  such  a  man  in  the  Brethren 
phurch?  Is  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  im- 
portant enough  to  warrant  calling  a  young  man  (or 
ivoman)  to  assume  this  position?  Before  answering  these 
questions  may  we  suggest  that  you  read  the  next  few 
jjaragraphs  in  which  some  of  the  ideas  of  the  Sunday 
pchool   Board   are   projected. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  work  of  the  Field  Rep- 
•esentative  was  limited  almost  entirely  to  that  of  visit- 
ng  the  various  churches  and  conducting  in  those  churches 
?unday   School  workshops.  Judging  from   the  comments 


which  we  have  heard  from  folks  from  a  number  of 
churches,  this  program  was  very  warmly  received — and 
many  Sunday  Schools  immediately  began  putting  into 
practice  some  of  the  suggestions  which  Brother  Shultz 
made.  The  Sunday  School  Board  recognizes  the  impor- 
tance of  continuing  this  type  of  program — but  the  Board 
also  has  visions  of  enlarging  the  program  and  of  ex- 
tending the  areas  in  which  the  Field  Representative  could 
work.  A  number  of  churches,  for  instance,  have  expressed 
a  keen  interest  in  having  a  leadership  training  class  in 
the  churches — conducted  by  somebody  who  is  qualified  to 
carry  on  this  type  of  a  class — qualified  both  education- 
ally and  spiritually.  In  some  areas  this  could  be  worked 
out  with  several  nearby  Brethren  churches  thus  making 
it  a  cooperative  effort  and  also  conserving  the  time  of 
the  teacher.  The  Sunday  School  Board  would  be  very 
much  interested  in  having  its  Field  Representative  spend 
a  good  portion  of  his  time  in  this  type  of  training. 

Over  the  years  the  camping  program  of  the  Brethren 
Church  has  been  one  of  our  strongest  programs.  Many 
of  our  pastors,  missionaries,  church  leaders,  Sunday 
School  teachers,  etc.  have  heard  the  call  to  Christian  ser- 
vice in  one  of  the  Brethren  camps.  The  Sunday  School 
Board,  under  whose  auspices  and  with  whose  financial 
support,  the  majority  of  our  camps  operate,  is  always 
anxious  to  improve  the  camping  program  in  any  way 
possible.  From  time  to  time  it  becomes  necessary  to  re- 
vise the  curricula,  to  change  methods,  to  try  new  sched- 
ules, A  trained  Field  Representative  would  be  of  invalu- 
able help  in  this  particular  area.  Some  steps  were  made 
in  this  direction  last  year  when  the  former  Field  Repre- 
sentative and  several  other  members  of  the  Board  revised 
the  curricula  to  some  degree — but  there  is  still  much  to 
be  done. 

Also,  while  on  the  matter  of  camping,  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  new  Brethren  churches  in  new  areas  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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Smith  F.  Rose  is  pastor  of  the  Brighton  Chapel,  Howe, 
Indiana,  and  writer  of  "Lesson  Exposition"  for  the 
"Brethren  Bible  Class  Quarterly." 


MUCH  HAS  BEEN  DONE  already  to  promote  the 
work  of  our  Brethren  Sunday  Schools.  This  has 
served  to  show  us  that  so  much  more  can  be  accom- 
plished.  Let  us  consider  four  areas: 

1.  Research  in  Material  and  Methods. 

"We  have  done  it  this  way  for  the  last  twenty  years" 
is  an  expression  heard  too  often  in  Sunday  School  work. 
The  old  method  shows  it  has  been  very  durable,  but  this 
doesn't  mean  it  is  the  most  successful.  A  great  danger 
is  that  we  may  become  so  accustomed  to  doing  certain 
things  in  the  same  way  that  they  become  automatic. 
This  means  usually  that  there  is  very  little  preparation 
from  week  to  week.  Such  a  program  has  very  little  to 
offer  which  will  attract  and  hold  members  for  the  Sun- 
day School. 

Much  is  being  done  by  many  denominations,  as  well  as 
by  interdenominational  groups,  seeking  the  best  methods 
in  the  Lord's  work.  We  need  to  do  more  in  the  way  of 
advertising  the  work  which  is  so  important  to  the  growth 
of  the  Brethren  Church.  Our  two  main  aims  in  promotion 
should  be  to  bring  pupils  in  and  then  to  teach  them  in 
such  a  way  as  to  bring  them  to  Christ.  This  is  of  eternal 
importance,  since  it  deals  with  precious  souls.  So  we  should 
make  every  effort  to  reach  as  many  as  we  can.  To  this 
end  we  should  seek  the  best  materials  and  methods  avail- 
able which  are  usable  by  our  leaders  and  teachers.  It  is 
impossible  for  each  individual  to  have  access  to  all  of 
these.  It  is  here  that  the  Sunday  School  Board  would  like 
to  help.  When  usable  materials  are  located  and  new  meth- 
ods are  discovered,  we  can  pass  them  on  to  your  Sunday 
School.  We  could  serve  also  as  a  clearing  house  for  new 
ideas  discovered  in  our  own  schools. 

2.  More  Brethren  Sunday  School  literature. 

Progress  is  being  made  in  the  preparation  of  lesson 
material  for  our  Sunday  Schools.  The  Brethren  Publishing 


Company  sponsored  and  improved  "The  Brethren  Bibld 
Class  Quarterly."  Our  S.  S.  Board  has  been  happy  to  co-i 
operate  with  them  in  this  enlarged  adult  quarterly,  whichf 
has  received  such  a  fine  response.  The  Brethren  Publish^ 
ing  Company  provides  "The  Bible  Lessons  for  Brethren 
Youth"  quarterly  which  has  now  been  departmentalized, 
so  that  it  is  able  to  meet  the  needs  of  both  Young  People! 
and  Intermediates.  We  are  still  greatly  in  need  of  materials  j 
from  Nursery  through  Junior  age.  At  best  many  of  thei 
materials  we  are  able  to  get  elsewhere  are  inadequate  ■ 
While  they  are  fine  in  many  respects,  there  are  ofter: 
things  which  are  contrary  to  the  teachings  and  practices 
of  our  church.  Your  S.  S.  Board  feels  that  definite  prog- 
ress can  be  made  in  this  area,  as  they  work  with  Thf 
Brethren   Publishing  Company  in  developing  a   complete , 

Brethren  Literature.  ' 

I 
3.     Lending  Library  on  Sunday  School  and  camp  work.  ! 

There  are  new  books  coming  out  continually  in  rela-j 
tion  to  Sunday  School  work.  The  average  Sunday  School 
finds  it  impossible  to  purchase  them  all  and,  even  if  thej| 
could,  would  not  be  certain  they  met  the  local  need,  lii 
we  could  provide  such  a  library,  it  would  give  our  lead' 
ers  and  teachers  the  chance  to  read  new  books  on  Sun- 1 
day  School  work  and  then  purchase  them,  if  they  mei| 
the  need.  This  would  make  more  information  available  t(j 
the  teachers  and  leaders  who  are  working  hard  to  im  ] 
prove  their  effectiveness. 

Each  year  our  volunteer  teachers  in  Brethren  younf' 
people's  camps  must  make  up  materials  for  their  classes  i 
Seldom  do  they  have  the  information  readily  in  hand! 
Dr.  Joseph  Shultz  was  largely  instrumental  in  settinjj 
up  our  new  series  of  camp  courses,  which  we  believe  ar(! 
far  superior  to  what  has  been  used  in  the  past.  Thesi 
courses  must  be  well  prepared  to  make  them  effective.  I 

(Continued  on  Page  10)  I 
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Delbert    B.   Flora 


Delbert  B.  Flora  is  Dean  of  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary, Ashland,  Ohio,  and  Education  Director  for  the 
Sunday  School  Board. 


W/HAT  PROJECT? 

Why,  that  of  regular  support  of  our  College  and  Sem- 
inary by    the    Sunday    School    Board    of    the    Brethren 
Church ! 
i 
I    Many  years  ago    (before  I   became  a  member    of    the 

iBoard)  the  Sunday  School  Board  began  the  practice  of 
making  an  annual  appropriation  of  $2,250.00  for  train- 
ing young  people  in  Christian  Education  in  our  College 
■and  Seminary.  During  the  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of 
jtny  Board  incumbency  the  total  has  become  quite  sub- 
stantial, as  you  can  see. 

I  Each  year  the  project  is  renewed  in  the  Board  ses- 
sions, and  the  item  is  placed  in  the  budget  for  the  next 
|fiscal  year.  Each  year  the  Brethren  Church  is  reminded 
of  this  budget  item  in  connection  with  the  appeal  for 
jthe  White   Gift   offering. 

I  This  is  an  important  item  in  the  budget,  because  the 
jproject  is  important. 

The  project  is  important  because  it  assists  in  provid- 
ng  the  Brethren  Church  and  the  church  of  our  Lord  with: 

1.  Trained  ministers  and  missionaries. 

2.  Trained  Sunday  School  superintendents  and  teachers. 

3.  Trained  youth  leaders  and  education  directors. 

4.  Trained  lay  leaders. 

Your  dollars  are  votes! 

Surely  you  will  vote  in  favor  of  continuing  this  pro- 
ect  annually. 


1956-57  Budget,  $8825 


Is  there  any  doubt  as  to  the  need  of  our  denomina- 
tion for  trained  ministers  ?  Just  look  at  the  search  for 
pastors  being  carried  on  this  minute  by  some  of  our 
churches.  Home  mission  pastors  must  be  found  for  new 
fields  which  are  opening  up.  The  Great  Commission  of  our 
Lord  will  lead  us  to  ask  for  more  missionaries  for  the 
world,   too. 

Trained  workers  for  the  Brethren  Church  are  a  neces- 
sity, if  we  are  to  do  the  work  which  we  think  the  Lord 
would  have  us  do.  In  the  days  of  His  flesh  He  trained 
His  workers,  too.  He  did  not  send  them  out  for  work 
until  they  were  ready.  His  system  of  preparing  them 
was  very  efficient  and  effective.  He  first  called  men  to 
Him  who  would  dedicate  themselves  to  Him.  Then  He 
instructed  them,  gave  them  practical  experience  under 
His  supervision,  sent  them  out  on  special  deputations, 
and  gave  them  refresher  courses  after  His  resurrection. 

How  dare  we  get  the  idea  that  His  work  may  be  done 
today  by  trial  and  error?  Let  us  as  a  denomination  give 
hearty  support  to  every  method  of  properly  training 
our  Sunday  School  superintendents,  teachers,  youth  lead- 
ers, education  directors,  and  every  kind  of  lay  leaders. 

Let  us  mark  our  ballots  by  means  of  giving  our  dol- 
lars! 

Let  us  make  our  dollars  powerful  by  sending  our 
prayers  with  them! 

Let  us  provide  the  material  for  our  needs  by  conse- 
crating our  youth  to  become  great  leaders. 

Recently  the  offices  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  and 
the  Seminary  ran  a  little  survey  among  the  Brethren 
students  who  are  in  the  College  and  Seminary  this  year. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  learn  what  had  been  the  activity 
in,  and  the  relation  to,  the  various  phases  of  Brethren 
youth  work  in  their  years  before  coming  to  college.  Be- 
tween 70  and  75  questionaires  were  sent  out,  of  which 
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1.  Of 
ularly. 

2.  21 

3.  20 

4.  46 
Youth. 

5.  39 

6.  35 

7.  29 

8.  42 

9.  22 
10.  32 


50  were  returned.  This  is  the  picture  which  came 

course,  all  had  attended  Sunday  School  quite  reg- 

had  served  regularly  as  Sunday  School  teachers. 

had  held  other  Sunday  School  offices. 

had  worked   in  Christian  Endeavor  or  Brethren 

had  held  offices  in  C.  E,  or  B.  Y. 

had  been  active  in  Sisterhood  or  Brotherhood. 

had  held  offices  in  Sisterhood  or  Brotherhood. 

had  attended  Brethren  summer  camps. 

had  served  as  staff  members  in  camps. 

had  held  other  offices  in  the  Brethren  Church. 


It  is  also  interesting  to  not^  that  of  the  50  who  made 
reports,  17  are  in  the  Seminary  preparing  for  work  as 
ministers  and  missionaries,  and  15  are  classed  as  pre- 
seminary  students.  Among  the  other  18  are  those  who 
expect  to  become  teachers,  nurses,  ministers  wives,  and 
Christian  business  men  and  professional  people  who  will 
be  at  work  in  our  churches  as  leaders  in  a  few  years. 

The  Sunday  School  Board  is  especially  interested  in 
items  1,  2,  3,  8  and  9.  It  is  the  work  of  that  Board  to 
assist  Brethren  Sunday  Schools  to  improve  their  effi- 
ciency and  standards.  The  summer  camp  has  been  a  spe- 
cial project  of  the  Board  for  many  years.  Now  we  can 
see  by  the  survey  that  this  work  is  most  vital  in  supply- 
ing the  material  for  workers  and  leaders  in  the  Brethren 
Church. 

And  it  goes  without  saying  that  we  shjall  cast  our 
ballots  properly  marked  in  favor  of  supporting  our 
Brethren  institution  of  training. 

There  is  a  story  that  long  ago  in  a  certain  land  of 
the  far  East  the  king  was  greatly  loved  by  all  his  people. 
The  custom  arose  of  celebrating  the  king's  birthday  by 
each  person  bringing  to  him  and  laying  at  his  feet  a 
special  gift.  People  came  from  all  over  the  kingdom  to 
do  homage  to  their  beloved  ruler.  They  assembled  in  a 
great  public  concourse  dressed  in  their  best  in  his  honor. 
Each  one  went  to  the  throne  to  present  his  gift.  Every 
gift  was  white. 

Some  of  the  people  presented  beautiful  white  gems, 
some  shimmering  white  silks,  while  others  could  give  out 
of  their  poverty  only  a  handful  of  white  rice.  But  the 
great  king  accepted  the  handful  of  rice  given  out  of 
lack,  but  with  love,  with  just  as  much  appreciation  as 
he  did  the  costliest  gifts. 

The  annual  offering  for  the  Sunday  School  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church  has  been  designated  for  many  years 
as  the  White  Gift  Oflfering.  Let  us  dedicate  it  to  our 
Great  King  with  love  and  fervor,  and  with  prayer. 


A   GREATER   CAMP   PROGRAM 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 


that  ye  may  grow  thereby"  (I  Peter  2:2).  And  "Grow 
in  gn^ace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ."  Paul  remarked  to  the  Thessalonians  that 


"your  faith  groweth  exceedingly."  He  also  besought  themi 
to  "increase  more  and  more." 

Put  the  emphasis  where  it  belongs.  Don't  try  to  just{ 
"Hold  on."  Go  on  with  Christ  in  the  Word  growing  each| 
day  and  experience  a  life-long  process  of  growth  in  His 
grace. 

BETTER  "FOLLOW  UP"  FOR  CAMPERS 

No  one  would  dispute  that  we  need  a  better  "follow 
up"  program  for  campers.  Many  people  are  aware  that 
many  of  our  Brethren  ministers  in  our  denomination  to- 
day made  their  decision  as  life-wol-k  recruits  in  camp.  Itif 
really  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  number.  On  theij 
other  hand,  it  would  definitely  be  sad  to  bring  to  mind] 
the  dozens,  perhaps,  who  made  this  decision,  but  we  don'tl 
like  to  say,  haven't  kept  it!  Yet  they  have  been,  as  it! 
were,  side-tracked,  way-laid  or  are  lacking  in  the  enthu-! 
siasm  and  joy  that  must  ever  be  kept  alive  in  a  life-i 
recruiter.  ' 

Our  Christian  life  started  at  Calvary  and  all  that  we' 
are  today  depends  upon  our  relation  to  His  eternal  plan 
and  the  mighty  current  of  the  purpose  of  God  in  our 
lives.  Where  are  these  young  people  who  in  the  years' 
have  made  this  decision?  If  contact  had  been  closer,  a 
"follow-up"  program  more  vital,  keeping  their  decisior 
ever  before  them,  who  knows — the  Christian  cause  might 
have  gained.  We  cannot  maintain  a  Christian  life  of  our- 
selves. God  must  do  it  or  it  isn't  done.  Perhaps  some  havt 
failed  because  a  follow-up  program  has  not  shown  there 
that  of  ourselves  we  can  do  nothing.  But  "I  can  do  all' 
things  through  Christ  which  strengtheneth  me." 


ANOTHER    FIELD    REPRESENTATIVE? 

(Continued  from  Page  5)  ' 

country,  the  matter  of  possible  new  camps  in  the  neai 
future  arises.  Last  simimer  at  its  sessions  during  Na 
tional  Conference,  the  Sunday  School  Board  voted  to  hell 
establish  a  new  camp  in  Arizona — and  the  possibility  o: 
similar  requests  from  other  regions  is  very  great.  Th(| 
Sunday  School  Board's  Field  Representative  would  bt' 
of  valuable  assistance  in  such  new  camping  programs,      j 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  areas  in  which  anothe;i 
Field  Representative  would  work — many  other  areaii 
would  also  be  touched  upon.  Now,  do  you  think  that  th(| 
Board  should  endeavor  to  find  a  man  or  a  woman,  or  begii  j 
training  a  man  or  a  woman  for  this  position?  Is  thil 
work  of  such  an  individual  important  enough  to  thi| 
Brethren  Church  to  warrant  spending  the  time  and  th'j 
money  involved?  Your  fine  support  of  the  White  Gif; 
Offering  during  the  two  years  that  Brother  Shultz  wa  I 
with  the  Board  would  definitely  indicate  that  the  Brethl 
ren  Church  DOES  feel  the  need  for  such  a  worker.  You  j 
increasing  support  of  the  White  Gift  Offering  this  yea  I 
will  show  the  Board  that  you  are  anxious  to  have  anothe 
Field  Representative,  and  also  that  you  are  anxious  t 
do  your  bit  to  help  expand  the  areas  in  which  this  FieL 
Representative  will  work. 

Shall  we  have  another  Field  Representative?  How  wil^ 
you  vote?  i 
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STANDARD  OF  EXCELLENCE 

FOR  BRETHREN  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS 

(This  standard  is  to   be  used   until   a  revision   is   published.)  Possible  Score 

I.     HOME  EXTENSION 

An  Active   Cradle  Roll    6 

A  Working  Home  Department 5 

II.     ORGANIZED  CLASSES 

One  or  more  organized  classes  in  Young  People's  Division   5 

One  or  more  organized  classes  in  Adult  Division  5 

III.     LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 

A  training  class  registered  with  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Brethren  church 

and  using  any  approved  text    7 

Twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  teachers  graduates  in  some  approved  course  3 

lY.     GRADATION 

Graded  school  organization  with  annual  promotion   5 

Graded  lesson  instruction  in  all  children's  departments  5 

Y.     MISSIONS 

Systematic  missionary  instruction    5 

An  annual  White  Gift  Offering  5 

Yl.     CITIZENSHIP 

Systematic  citizenship  instruction    5 

Participation  in  some  form  of  benevolence  5 

Yll.     DECISIONS 

Decision  Day  observed  annually   5 

Life  work  decisions  emphasized  regularly  5 

Ylll.     CONFERENCES 

Workers'  conference  held  regularly;  ten  recommended;  six  required  7 

Delegates  to  some  convention,  denominational  and/or  interdenominational    3 

IX.     DENOMINATIONAL 

Records  accurately  kept  and  statistics  sent  promptly  to  the  national  office 5 

Use  of  Brethren  publications    5 

X.     LIBRARY 

At  least  five  new  books  for  each  department  in  Sunday  School 10 

Total   Possible   Score 100 

Your  Total  Score — 


Your  Score 
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ENLARGED  PROGRAM  OF  PROMOTION 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

lending  library  of  books  on  the  courses  and  on  camp  work 
would  be  a  great  aid  to  camp  workers.  This  is  especially 
important,  because  the  books  on  camp  work  are  not  very 
numerous  and  are  difficult  to  secure  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  church  camp  is  still  a  comparatively  new  field  in 
church  work. 
4.     Expanded  visual  aid  service. 

Since  we  realize  that  students  remember  most  of  what 
they  see,  we  are  compelled  to  consider  expansion  in  the 
work  of  visual  aids.  There  are  two  kinds:  projected  and 
non-projected.  A  fair-sized  filmstrip  library  is  already  in 
use  and  many  of  our  pastors  and  teachers  avail   them- 


selves of  these  Bible-teaching  and  teacher-training  strips,  i 
Many  new  releases  continue  to  appear.  These  should  be 
made  available  through  purchase  by  the  S.  S.  Board,  j 
Thei-e  is  an  area  of  opportunity  in  the  use  of  the  non-  \ 
projected  aids  where  information  could  be  made  available 
to  our  teachers.  This  will  take  research.  These  materials  , 
should  then  be  put  in  a  form  so  they  would  be  available  j 
to  our  local  Sunday  Schools.  The  local  teacher  may  do  I 
much  along  this  line,  but  a  sharing  of  these  ideas  would  | 
be  most  helpful. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  in  these  areas  and  in  many  others  ■ 
not  mentioned  there  is  much  which  could  be  done  by  our 
Sunday  School  Board  to  aid  local  Sunday  Schools.  Your  j 
gift  this  year  will  help  us  to  move  further  into  these  ! 
important  fields  which  would  promote  and  improve  the  ! 
effectiveness    of   our    Sunday    Schools. 


@!l©©!®@!®®!®©!®@I®@l®@®(9!e;@® 


THE  OHIO  DISTRICT,  through  its  Sunday  School  site.  The  Ohio  Camp  is  one  of  the  six  District  camps 
Board  and  Camp  Site  Committee,  is  considering  buying  that  receive  financial  help  from  the  Sunday  School  Board| 
the  farm  pictured  above  for  use  in  the  future  as  a  camp      of  the  Brethren  Church. 
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Your 

Sunday  School 
Board  dollars 
at  work. 


TOTAL  BUDGET $8825 


SUMMER 
CAMPS 


-$3600 


ASHLAND 
COLLEGE 
AND 
SEMINARY 


yiS*  ^vr^iT  *  ** 


idfc*"     *-**i^'*^** 


4 

M 


-$2250 


^'i^.^^t. 


M  NDAY 
S(1[00L 
PROMOTION 


-$2600 


-'     '     ;  ''''"-^' /'"~'~":lV~^•'"^f^V" 


ADULT 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
QUARTERLY 


-$  375 


Your  Offerings? 


Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 


sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

WHITE   GIFT   OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  Henry  Bates,  Treasurer  of  the 
Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  and  ad- 
dress to  Rev.  Henry  Bates,  404  N.  Wayne  St.,  North  Man- 
chester, Indiana. 
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Pied  Piper's 


TUNB 


THERE  IS  AN  OLD  STORY  of  the  Pied  Piper  of 
Hamlin,  who  out  of  revenge  on  a  town  of  snobs, 
played  a  tune  so  enchanting  that  all  the  village  children 
followed  him  into  a  hole  in  the  mountain  and  were  never 
seen  again.  Obviously  the  tune  was  so  interesting  and 
likeable  that  they  frolicked  along  unaware  of  the  danger. 
And  all  the  time  the  hear*"  of  the  mad  Pied  Piper  was  filled 
with  mocking  laughter  as  his  nimble  fingers  piped  away 
their  web  of  enchantment. 

I  have  often  wondered  what  could  have  been  so  potent 
in  the  tune  that  the  youth  were  so  oblivious  of  their 
own  destruction.  It  always  seemed  as  if  the  whole  story 
fell  through  because  no  one  would  be  so  stupid  as  to 
laugh  and  play  to  merry  melodies  while  the  noose  curled 
around  their  neck.  But  I  have  changed  my  mind.  For  I 
have  seen  it  with  my  own  eyes.  I  have  seen  an  entire 
nation  like  an  innocent  child,  trip  lightly  along  behind 
a  Pied  Piper  of  destruction.  I  have  seen  Christians  laugh 
and  frolic  with  this  genius  of  tricky  tunes  that  seem  so 
harmless,  but  that  eventually  lead  us  into  caves  of  per- 
sonal disintegration. 

I  am  not  exaggerating.  There  exists  in  our  day  such 
a  Pied  Piper.  A  genius — a  deceiver — a  mocker — a  costly 
destructive  giant  called  Beverage  Alcohol  that  swaggers 
down  the  road  of  life  dressed  in  economy  quart  bottles 
— handy  throw  away  packs — easily  cooled  cans  and  custom 
styled  bottles;  his  mockery  echoing  in  the  hearts  of  his 
helpless  victims  that  know  him  for  what  he  is:  his  laugh- 
ing tunes  of  successful  living,  taxes  for  education,  and 
personal  moderation  causing  the  rest  of  us  to  skip  along 
life's  way  without  looking.  This  is  the  Pied  Piper  that 
I  want  to  expose  to  you  today. 

For  a  long  time  I  felt  that  if  an  individual  wanted  to 
drink  that  was  his  business — he  could  do  as  he  liked.  I 
felt   that  ministers  made   too  much  of  an  issue  of  this 


by  Rev.  Earle  Fike,  Jr. 

A  sermon  preached  at  Youth  Night  service  during 
Pennsylvania  District  Conference,  July  18,  1956,  in  the 
Main  Street  Brethren  Church,  Meyersdale,  Pennsylvania, 
by  the  Rev.  Earle  Fike,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Meyersdale 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 


when  they  had  very  little  scriptural  basis.  God  forgi\ 
me.  Above  all  people  the  ministers  should  speak  oi 
against  the  mad  Pied  Piper.  There  is  plenty  of  Biblicj 
Basis  to  give  him  that  right;  over  70  passages  dealin 
specifically  with  the  problem.  Over  160  verses  on  tt 
evils  of  drunkenness.  "There  is  more  said  about  drunl 
enness  than  about  blasphemy,  stealing,  pride,  hypocris; 
and  adultery."  And  if  there  were  not  this  Biblical  Basi 
the  minister  could  speak  out  against  the  sin  of  lettin 
any  habit  possess  you;  the  sin  of  morally  harming  you 
body,  of  physically  injuring  a  God  given  gift. 

"Do  you  not  know  that  your  body  is  a  temple  of  th 
Holy  Spirit  within  you,  which  you  have  from  God?  Yof 
are  not  your  own?"  I  Cor.  6:19.  "Wine  is  a  mockeii 
strong  drink  is  a  brawler,  and  whosoever  is  led  astral 
by  it  is  not  wise." 

Those  who  pump  the  life  blood  into  the  Pied  Piper 
veins  want  us  to  leave  the  subject  alone.  Big  busines 
Brewer's  Association,  syndicates,  racketeers,  and  men  ar 
women  who  enjoy  the  game  they  play  with  destructioi 
all  these  say  the  church  has  no  right  to  speak  out  on  th  i 
issue.  But  today  we  shall.  Today  I  want  to  show  you  thj 
Pied  Piper  for  what  he  is.  j 

Here's  a  tune  he  sings.  "Beer  belongs — enjoy  it."  Ar 

this   is  accompanied  by  pictures  of  families  on  picnic 

happy   families   with   pleasant   smiling   faces   filled  wit, 

good  will  and  love  for  the  children  that  romp  and  pla;j 

faces  that  tell  us  that  all  of  this  is  a  part  of  the  gocj 

life.  It  is  accompanied  by  catchy  little  tunes  that  inforj 

us:  j 

Nothing's  too  good  for  good  company  I 

Where  there's  life,  there's  Bud  : 

It  makes  good  food  even  better  j 

And  we  swallow  all  of  these  without  a  bat  of  an  eyi 
But  what  is  in  the  tune  that  we  don't  see?  "In  Nasss: 
County  of  New  York  a  survey  was  made  of  29,000  Hi|] 
School  students.  Ninety  per  cent  of  all  these  studenj 
drank  on  occasion — seventy  five  per  cent  began  at  hoEj 
under  the  eye  and  with  the  blessing  of  their  parents  j 
This  is  the  way  the  good  life  begins?  Take  a  good  loi) 
sometime  at  the  way  parents  who  have  had  a  couple  I 
beers  deal  with  their  children.  It  calls  the  pictures  th, 
appear  in  magazines  a  fat  lie,  jJ 

Beer  belongs,  because  it's  the  drink  of  moderatidj 
O,  how  the  Pied  Piper  wants  us  to  believe  this.  How  1 
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frenzied  fingers  work  to  assure  us  that  beer  is  not  so 
bad  as  whiskey. 

But  look  once.  On  the  average,  beer  contains  four  per 
per  cent  alcohol.  "Therefore  there  is  as  much  alcohol  in 
an  average  glass  of  beer  as  in  an  average  glass  of  dis- 
tilled liquor."  The  drink  of  moderation?  Try  to  believe 
that  sometime 

1.  When  your  child  is  run  over  by  a  man  enjoying  the 
good  things  of  life — a  man  whose  foot  was  just  two 
seconds  too  slow  on  the  pedal.  Let  him  tell  you  "I 
wasn't  drunk  ...  I  just  had  a  few  beers."  Then  see 
if  you  think  it's  a  good  thing  of  life — a  drink  of 
moderation. 

2.  Let  your  husband  stop  a  bullet  that  was  meant  for  a 
deer,  and  then  let  some  hunter,  enjoying  one  of 
the  good  things  of  life  tell  you  he  wasn't  drunk  .  .  . 
just  had  a  couple  bottles  of  beer. 

3.  Or  let  your  family  be  returning  from  a  happy  out- 
ing only  to  be  met  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  road 
by  another  family  that  felt  that  beer  belonged  .  .  . 

Let  someone,  of  your  loved  ones,  perish  because  an- 
other had  become  inhuman  through  alcohol  .  .  .  see  if 
*  you  think  where  there's  life  there's  Bud. 

Moderation?  there  is  no  moderation  where  there  is 
jfour  per  cent  alcohol.  Even  a  little  alcohol  takes  its  cut. 
it  slows  reaction  time,  warps  our  emotions,  and  turns 
our  conscience  modestly.  These  are  the  things  that  make 
as  human.  Even  a  little  alcohol  makes  us  more  like  a 
beast  .  .  .  less  like  God. 

I  Beer  belongs — perhaps  in  the  sewer,  but  not  in  the 
'stomachs  of  human  beings.  The  happiness  Connected  with 
it  is  short  lived.  The  good  things  it  promises  are  never 
Iseen. 

There's  another  tune.  And  how  good  Christians  shout 
Ihis  aloud.  Beer  and  liquor  are  like  anything  else.  It's 
lot  the  use  but  the  misuse.  You  sin  only  if  you  drink 
to  excess. 

!  I  agree  with  John  Middlekauff.  "Moderation  in  drink- 
ing is  like  moderation  in  adultery.  It  doesn't  exist." 
How  do  you  define  moderation?  How  can  you  be  temper- 
Ite  with  something  whose  very  nature  makes  you  in- 
capable of  deciding  how  far  to  go? 

j  How  can  you  be  sure  you  can  control  it?  We  have 
))een  trying  to  use  moderation  as  the  basis  for  dealing 
yith  the  problem  for  thousands  of  years.  And  here  we 
Ire  today  with  "60  per  cent  of  the  adult  population 
llrinking,  most  of  them  before  the  age  of  20.  We  have  7 
laillion  problem  drinkers,  5  million  alcoholics,  705,000  of 
ii^hom  are  women.  We  have  a  national  average  of  4,390 
ilcoholics  for  every  100,000  population." 

Alcoholism  is  the  nation's  number  two  health  prob- 
3m.  It  is  3.2  times  as  prevalent  as  tuberculosis,  5.5  times 
s  prevalent  as  cancer,  over  100  times  as  prevalent  as 
lolio."  Yet  we  have  no  special  funds  to  cure  it,  no  Easter 
leal,  no  March  of  Dimes.  Only  continued  advertisement 
y  a  mad  Pied  Piper  that  leads  us  on  in  our  deadly  game. 

And  what  good  are  cures,  when  for  every  alcoholic 
ured,  there  will  be  ten  new  ones  to  take  his  place? 

Moderation  has  led  us  to  spend  9  billion  dollars  for 
ur  national  liquor  bill,  while  spending  half  that  much  for 


BUSINESS  AS  USUAL 


education.  It  has  made  us  kill  and  injure  each  year  as 
many  people  by  drunken  driving  as  we  had  casualties 
in  all  of  the  World  War  II. 

Ah,  but  you  say,  I  am  not  one  of  these.  What  would 
be  the  harm  to  take  the  first  drink,  or  I  drink  occasion- 
ally, but  I  know  when  to  stop.  I  know  how  to  drink  mod- 
erately. So  did  7  million  other  people.  So  did  14  per  cent 
of  all  the  people  admitted  to  our  mental  institutions.  So 
did    every   other    alcoholic   who    ever   began    to    drink. 

Moderation  and  control.  There  is  no  such  thing.  If  you 
believe  that  you  can  control  this  thing,  you  are  playing 
with  what  may  well  be  your  own  destruction.  Because 
alcoholism  is  self  induced.  As  your  drinking  tempo  in- 
creases your  body  begins  to  build  up  a  tolerance  for  al- 
cohol. 

Listen  all  of  you  who  shout  for  moderation  and  tem- 
perate drinking.  You  may  be  the  next  person  to  lose  your 
business  .  .  .  You  may  be  the  next  parent  that  places 
a  child  on  the  road  to  hell  in  the  throes  of  alcoholism. 
You  may  be  the  next  person  to  wake  up  from  a  black  out, 
you  may  try  to  sign  your  name  some  day  and  find  that 
you  have  a  good  case  of  the  shakes.  To  begin  to  drink 
temperately  starts  you  down  to  the  jumping  off  place. 
There  is  no  other  direction  to  go. 

Moderation?  It's  a  laugh.  A  diabolical  fiendish  laugh 
that  is  piped  for  weakling's  consumption  by  a  maniac 
pied  piper  who  works  for  a  few  warped  individuals  and 
the  King  of  Evil.  Looking  for  moderation  in  alcohol  is 
like  looking  for  the  pot  of  gold  at  the  end  of  the  rain- 
bow. It's  a  delusion. 

Another  tune.  You  know  it  I'm  sure.  Men  of  distinction 
indulge.  Men  who  are  successful,  happy,  and  rich  find 
this  as  a  luxury  that  completes  the  enjoyment  of  life. 
And  we  see  well  groomed  men  and  nifty  women  with  up- 
raised glasses  to  prove  the  point. 

But  what  would  happen,  if  as  in  all  other  advertising 
the  Pied  Piper  would  show  you  the  before  and  after? 
With  shampoo,  they  show  the  hair  before  and  after. 
With  lava  soap  they  show  before  and  after.  With  teeth 
they  show  the  yellow  here  and  then  gone.  With  shaving 
they  show  the  whiskers  long  then  short.   But  with  the 
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Pied  Piper  you  only  hear  the  beginning  of  the  tune.  They 
never  show  what  happens  after  the  drinking  takes  place. 

You  don't  see  the  disheveled  appearance 
the  shameless  conduct 
the  disgusting  actions 
You  don't  see  the  aching  heads 

the  snapping  tempers 
You  don't  see  Skid  Row 

Or  the  pathetic  people  whose  face  muscles  twitch 
whose  hands  shake 

whose  bodies  are  emaciated 
whose  eyes  are  glassy 
You  don't  see  the  pathetic  pleading  of  those  enslaved 
and  who  would  to  God  that  someone  would  help  them 
but  don't  want  help  because  they  cannot  do  without  the 
stuff. 

The  Pied  Piper's  henchmen,  the  liquor  industry,  would 
like  for  you  to  believe  that  there  is  more  success  than 
failure  in  beverage  alcohol.  When  Ray  Milland  made  his 
picture,  "The  Lost  Weekend"  the  house  of  seagran  ap- 
plauded it  as  the  achievement  of  the  year.  They  said, 
"Paramount  has  succeeded  in  burning  into  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  all  who  see  this  vivid  screen  story  our  own  long 
held  and  published  conviction  that  some  men  should  not 
drink."  0  what  a  master-piece  this  tune  is.  Listen  to  the 
rest  of  it.  "Again  and  again  we  have  expressed  our  abid- 
ing conviction  .  .  .  conviction  that  liquor  is  a  luxury; 
that  it  should  always  be  used  reasonably,  and  "with  re- 
straint as  a  welcome  addition  to  gracious  living.  For,  as 
in  the  case  with  other  good  things  of  life,  the  charm  lies 
not  in  use,  but  abuse.  That  is  why  we  are  so  deeply  im- 
pressed to  have  our  heart-felt  sentiments  come  to  flam- 
ing life  upon  the  screen  ..." 

Recently  there  has  been  another  great  motion  picture 
that  presents  a  true  picture  of  what  happens  to  an  in- 
dividual of  distinction.  The  story  of  Lillian  Ross  entitled 
"I'll  Cry  Tomorrow."  I'm  sure  that  the  Pied  Piper  would 
also  say  of  this  personal  tragedy  .  .  .  "some  women 
should  not  drink." 

The  tunes  of  this  maniac  Beverage  Alcohol  continue 
and  increase  each  day.  And  we  like  fools  trip  lightly 
along  with  the  Pied  Piper  of  destruction.  It's  time  we 
realize  how  close  to  the  hole  in  the  mountain  we  are 
coming. 

No  more  can  we  excuse  a  beer  by  pointing  a  finger  at 
the  person  who  likes  his  coffee.  The  results  are  not 
the  same. 

No  more  can  we  be  duped  into  thinking  that  moderation 
is  possible.  You  may  think  you're  strong  enough,  so 
did  7  million  others,  who  are  now  a  disgrace  to  our 
society. 

No  more  can  we  say  it'^  a  personal  matter  ...  it  ceases 
to  be  personal  when  it  may  mean  the  life  of  one  of  your 
family. 

No  more  can  we  laugh  and  say  it's  none  of  the  church's 
business.  The  Bible  is  full  of  the  evils  involved. 

No  more  can  we  excuse  our  drinking  because  a  great 
many  other  people  do  it.  That's  as  foolish  as  saying  I 
want  Cancer  because  many  others  suffer  from  it. 

No  more  can  we  say  it's  a  source  of  good  revenue  for  the 
state.  Massachusetts  collected  1.3  million  in  revenue 
from   liquor   while   the  tangible   cost  of  damage  from 


liquor  made  them  spend  61  million.  A  loss  of  48  mil-i 

lion  in  cash.  ; 

My  Christian  friends,  look  on  these  tunes  for  what  theyi 
are.  The  truth  about  these  deceiving  lyrics  and  merry  i 
melodies  is,  they  are  lies  and  we  are  being  duped,  mocked; 
by  rich  supporters  of  the  industry,  eagerly  applauded  byl 
Satan  in  his  Regions  of  Hell.  i 

I  don't  like  being  duped.  I  don't  like  the  children  in  ourj 
church  to  learn  to  sing  "Schmitz  is  beer  as  beer  should' 
be"  before  they  learn  the  verses  of  "Jesus  Loves  Me.''; 
I  don't  like  the  youth  to'  believe  that  to  drain  a  beer  car 
is  the  best  way  to  make  friends  and  be  sociable.  I  don't 
like  them  to  feel  that  to  drink  is  a  sign  of  maturity.  1 
want  the  Christians  in  our  church  to  know  the  dynamite 
that  is  in  the  tricky  tunes  of  this  mad  Pied  Piper.  From 
here  on  out,  as  a  minister,  as  a  Christian,  and  as  a  hu-j 
man  being,  I  intend  to  make  public,  private,  and  con-i 
tinuous  warfare  against  this  great  evil.  I  hope  you  willj 
be  fired  with  righteous  indignation  to  such  an  extent  that 
carrying  the  sword  of  common  sense  and  wearing  the 
armor  of  your  Christian  Faith,  you  too  will  join  th«! 
battle.  j 

0  God,  help  us  to  reach  out  hands  of  understanding] 
and  love  to  those  who  are  bound  in  the  chains  of  iMH 
habit  .  .  .  while  at  the  same  time  we  make  ceaseless  wai 
against   the   evil   that  enslaves   them.  Amen. 


AGED  IN  THE  WOOD 


A  READING  Church 

is  an 
INFORMED  Church. 

Read  your 

Brethren  Evangelist 

every  week. 


DECEMBER  1,  1956 


PAGE  FIFTEEN 


MISSIONARY     DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY   BOARD   OF   THE   BRETHREN   CHURCH 
530    College    Ave..    Ashland.    Ohio.    Phone    39582 


Contributing   Editors:    W.    CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE.   Gtn.    Stc'y. 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER.   Adm.   Assistant 


NEWS  BRIEFS  FROM  NIGERIA 


(Part  of  a  letter  to  the  Berkshires  from  Doc  Shank) 

Waka,  Nigeria 
September   29,    1956 
Dear  Berkshires: 

We  feel  honored  indeed,  receiving  two  letters  of  con- 
gratulations from  you  all.  Let  me  say  that  we  appre- 
ciated and  enjoyed  them  very  much.  Thanks  a  lot  for 
taking  the  time  to  write. 

This  is  another  beautiful  morning  here  in  Nigeria.  It 
is  sunny,  but  cool.  The  rainy  season  is  coming  to  a  close 
i — still  will  have  plenty  no  doubt.  Thus  far  the  season 
hasn't  been  very  rainy.  As  you  know,  it  started  late;  in 
(addition,  the  rains  have  been  very  infrequent.  We've  had 
|only  one  big  rain  which  came  two  weeks  ago  on  a  Sun- 
jday  evening  during  church  service.  Did  it  rain,  and  how! 
j  When  it  came  against  the  tin  roof,  we  couldn't  hear 
[a  thing.  We  sang  several  songs,  but  instead  of  trying 
to  compete  with  the  sound,  the  speaker  pronounced  the 
benediction,  and  one  by  one  the  audience  braved  the 
ptorm.  We  had  a  birthday  party  for  Miss  Harper  at 
Shanksters'  house  (where  Oswalts  lived)  so  the  staff 
didn't  have  very  far  to  go.  None  of  us  realized  the  ex- 
Itent  of  the  rain  until  we  started  home.  The  whole  place 
iwas  flooded — we  couldn't  cross  the  drift  with  motor  and 
j^ould  barely  get  across  the  foot  bridges.  More  fun! 


Our  garden  has  produced  wonderfully  well — oodles  of 
beans  (green,  limas  and  dried)  tomatoes;  carrots;  beets; 
corn;  radishes;  cabbage;  head  lettuce  and  cucumbers 
(we  tried  to  pickle  some,  but  weren't  successful;  we'll 
try  another  season).  We've  canned  quite  a  lot  of  stuff 
which  will  make  our  food  bill  a  lot  less.  Maybe  you  all 
ought  to  come  to  Nigeria  and  raise  a  garden. 

This  term  of  school  is  eight  weeks  old,  with  nine  to 
go.  Since  the  Hesses  have  gone  home,  those  of  us  teach- 
ing at  T.  T.  have  additional  subjects  to  teach.  We're  hop- 
ing that  by  the  time  another  term  begins  we'll  have  more 
staff. 

I've  written  most  of  this  letter  with  Donna  on  my 
lap.  Since  Jean  teaches  on  Saturday,  I  try  to  help  with 
the  family  a  little  more  on  that  day.  Jean  is  teaching 
regularly  now  and  is  quite  busy.  Donna  is  growing — a 
very  nice  baby.  Yes,  she  looks  somewhat  like  her  Dad. 
Dennis  is  also  growing  and  is  talking  a  great  deal.  The 
family  is  well. 

Our  first  year  in  Nigeria  has  been  a  good  one,  and 
we  are  looking  forward  to  the  same  for  the  second  year. 
Thanks   again  for  writing. 


Sincerely, 


The   Shanks. 


EACH  IN  HIS  OWN  TONGUE 
Irven  Stern 

SOME  MONTHS  before  coming  to  Nigeria  I  sat  among 
a  group  of  125  young  would-be  missionaries.  We 
vere  strongly  counseled  that  the  most  important  thing 
nor  the  new  missionary  to  do  was  to  learn  the  language. 
jrhe  second  most  important  thing  was  'earn  the  language, 
^nd  the  third  most  important  job  was  that  of  learning 
he  language. 

Now  it  would  seem  that  the  task  of  learning  a  new 
anguage  could  hardly  be  as  important  as  preaching  the 
•ove  of  God  and  the  redemptive  power  of  Christ  to  a 
'?roup  of  Nigerians.  And  perhaps  it  is  not.  But  what  good 
loes  it  do  to  preach  to  people  who  cannot  understand 
vhat  you  say?  How  can  we  speak  about  Jesus  Christ 
|o  people  who  do  not  understand  our  language?  The  an- 
iwers  are  quite  simple.  The  new  missionary  just  must 
earn  to  speak  the  tongue  of  the  people  he  plans  to  work 
iraong. 

And  he  must  truly  learn  it  well.  All  of  us  know  what 
I  strain  it  is  to  listen  to  a  visiting  professor  from  Ger- 
(lany  or  France  or  Italy  whose  English  just  does  not 
juite  measure  up  to  what  we  are  used  to  hearing.  Many 
f  us  finally  give  up  and  our  minds  begin  to  wander  or 
ur  heads  begin  to  tilt  forward  while  our  eyelids  close. 


Think  how  it  must  seem  to  the  Nigerian  who  tries  to 
listen  to  a  missionary  faltering  and  stumbling  around  in 
Margi  or  Bura. 

So  it  is  that  the  first  job  of  the  new  missionary  is 
that  of  learning  well  the  language  of  the  people  he  will 
work  among.  This  task  requires  a  great  desire,  an  im- 
mense amount  of  stick-to-itiveness,  patience,  and  perhaps 
some  innate  ability  along  these  lines. 

Preparation 

Many  times  as  I  sit  struggling  with  the  Margi  lan- 
guage or  wish  I  could  make  myself  understood  to  certain 
people  around  me,  I  think  of  my  seminary  classmates. 
What  are  they  most  likely  doing  in  their  chosen  task  of 
being  pastors  ?  They  are  preaching  perhaps  two  or  three 
times  a  week,  counseling  with  their  parishioners,  visiting 
the  sick,  making  pastoral  calls,  doing  administrative 
work,  writing  letters,  etc. 

Then  I  realize  that  the  work  of  a  minister  at  home 
and  that  of  a  minister  on  the  foreign  field  are  much  alike 
in  many  respects.  But  the  new  missionary  just  has  not 
finished  his  period  of  training  and  preparation  until  he 
has  learned  to  speak  and  be  understood  in  the  language 
of  the  people. 

(To   be   continued) 
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Vrayer  Ylfleeting 
Studies 

(9.  T.  Qilmer 


THE  NAME  THAT  SAVES 
(Matthew  1:21) 

The  Lord  hath  many  names 

Of  majesty  and  might, 
Of  wisdom  and  of  strength, 

Of  holiness  and  light; 
But  Jesus  is  the  sum — 

This  is  the  crowning  name, 
Compact  of  love  and  grief, 

Of  glory  and  of  shame. 

The  cross  is  hidden  here, 

And  in  its  compass  set 
Lie  sad  Gethsemane, 

Bethlehem,    Olivet, 
Nazareth's  humble  home, 

And  Galilee's  blue  waves; 
His  earthly  life  is  bound 

Within  the  name  that  saves. 

Name  that  a  child  may  love 

Where    grace    and    sweetness    blend 
Yet  Whose  deep  mysteries 

No  man  may  comprehend; 
King — ci-owned   with  many  crowns, 

Christ — set  on  Zion's  hill. 
Lord  God  omnipotent — 

His  name  is  Jesus  still. 

"UNTO  US  A  CHILD  IS  BORN"  speaks  of  our  Sav- 
iour's humanity.  "Unto  us  a  Son  is  given"  speaks  of 
His  deity  (Isaiah  9:6).  He  is  God  manifest  in  the  flesh 
(2  Cor.  5:19).  When  we  think  of  His  Person  and  work 
our  hearts  should  give  way  to  pure  praise  (Psalm  34:3). 
His  name  means  "salvation"  (Matt.  1:21).  There  is  sal- 
vation in  no  other  name  (Acts  4:12).  He  is  the  only  Way 
that  leads  to  God  (John  14:6).  He  is  able  to  bring  to 
God  every  soul  who  will  receive  Him  as  personal  Saviour 
(Heb.  7:25).  Isaiah  said,  "His  name  shall  be  called  Won- 
derful." 

Isaiah  would  have  Him  to  be  our  "Counsellor."  Only 
His  counsel  shall  stand  (Psalm  33:10).  To  follow  His 
counsel  is  to  be  blest  (Psalm  1:1).  The  wicked  took  coun- 
sel together  against  our  Lord  (Matt.  27:1).  But  they 
came  to  derision  and  vexation  (Psalm  2:1-5).  Such  is  the 
end  of  those  who  refuse  the  advice  of  Heaven  (Pro v. 
1:25-30).  Let  us  accept  God's  Word  and  be  blest  (Psalm 
73:24;  119:24). 

Jesus  is  called  "the  Mighty  God."  He  is  the  "true 
God"  (I  John  5:20),  Who  alone  can  give  eternal  life. 
He  is  God  of  very  God  (Col.  2:9).  He  is  worthy  of  our 
worship  (John  20:28).  Peter  was  not  deceived  after  a 
most  thorough  investigation  (2  Peter  1:16).  He  proved 
that  He  was  "the  Lord  mighty  in  battle"  in  the  resur- 


rection   (Psalm  24:8-10).   The   record   is   an   aid   to   ou 
faith    (1   Peter  1:8). 

Again,  He  is  called  "the  Everlasting  Father."  Cer 
tainly  He  is  co-equal,  co-essential,  co-existent  and  co 
eternal  with  God,  "the  Ancient  of  days"  (Dan.  7:9,  13^ 
22).  He  is  the  Author,  Founder,  and  Father  of  our  faitli 
(Heb.  12:2). 

He  is  "the  Prince  of  Peace,"  "He  is  our  Peace"  (Ephi 
2:14).  Without  Him  there  is  no  peace  (Isaiah  57:20,  21)i 
Peace  is  made  possible  for  us  through  His  blood  (  Col 
1:20).  Through  Him  we  have  peace  with  God  (Rom.  5:l)t 
Then  we  Christians  are  also  to  have  the  "peace  of  God'' 
(Phil.  4:6,  7).  We  are)  to  "Let  the  peace  of  God  rule"  ii 
our  hearts  (Col.  3:15).  Love  for  God's  Word  will  giv 
us  that  peace  which  will  keep  us  from  being  "upset' 
(Psalm  119:165;  Isaiah  26:3).  We  who  have  peace  WITP 
God  and  the  peace  OF  God  have  a  great  responsibilitj 
(Rom.  12:18;  14:19;  1  Thess.  5:13;  Mark  9:50;  Matt 
5:9;  2  Tim.  2:22).  The  world's  unrest  is  due  to  its  con 
tinued  rejection  of  Christ   (Luke  1:32,  33). 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  December  9,  1956 
MORE  THAN  CONQUERORS 
Lesson:  Romans  8:26-28,  31-39 

THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE  is  to  be  a  life  of  victor 
There  is  no  place  in  the  plan  of  God  for  defeaj 
Jesus  Christ  has  conquered  sin,  death,  the  grave,  an| 
Satan.  For  God  "hast  put  all  things  in  subjection  undej 
His  (Christ's)  feet"  (Heb.  2:8).  Not  only  has  Jesrj 
Christ  triumphed  over  all,  but  He  gives  victory  unt 
His  own.  "Who  is  he  that  overcometh  the  world,  but  h 
that  believe th  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God?"  (I  Joh 
5:5). 

To  be  more  than  conqueror  requires,  first  of  all,  ths 
a  man  be  in  Christ  Jesus.  That  is,  in  union  with  Go 
through  identification  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  I 
Romans  8   Paul  is   speaking  to  those  who  have  been: 

1.  Justified  by  faith  in  Christ — ch.  5; 

2.  Freed    from    fleshly   desires — ch.    6; 

3.  And  who  walk  after  the  Spirit,  being  led  by  tl 
Spirit — ch.  8. 

The    genuine    Christian   will    have    the    witness   of  tl 
Spirit    (8:16).    He    realizes    that    Sonship    incurs    suffe 
ing   for   the   sake   of   Christ    (8:17-18).   For  the   body  ij 
which   the    Spirit   dwells   is   mortal,   and  is  awaiting  til 
final  day  of  redemption  (8:23).  | 

Realizing  the  human  frailties  of  man,  God  has  pron 
ised  spiritual  strength.  "The  Spirit  also  helpeth  our  iij 
firmities."  When  we  would  pray  He  prays  for  us  ai! 
in  us  "according  to  the  will  of  God." 

Ever  before  the  Christian  who  abides  in  the  love  ' 
God   is   the   knowledge  and    assurance    that  "all    thini 
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work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  To  them 
who  are  the  called  according  to  His  purpose."  This  pre- 
vious verse  must  be  interpreted  in  the  light  of  its  con- 
;ext.  God  does  not  promise  indiscriminately  to  work  to- 
gether  all  things  for  all  people  for  good.  The  promise  is 
made  to  those  who  abide  in  the  center  of  God's  will. 

Dare  any  man  condemn  the  man  who  has  been  justi- 
fied by  God?  If  God  puts  His  seal  of  divine  approval 
apon  those  whom  He  has  chosen,  dare  man  question 
;^od's  choice?  "If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against 
as?"  No  one! 

When  God  pardons  and  transforms  a  sinner  into  a 
3aint  of  God,  that  man  stands  before  God  justified.  He 
is  destined  for  glorification.  Is  there  then  any  one  who 
shall  separate  that  man  from  God?  "Who  shall  seperate 
IS  from  the  love  of  Christ?"  asks  the  Apostle  Paul. 

God  is  greater  than  all.  Greater  than  tribulation,  dis- 
;ress,  persecution,  famine,  nakedness,  peril,  and  sword. 
Let  come  what  may,  God  will  see  us  through!  Thank 
jod  for  this  assurance!  "For  I  am  persuaded,  that  neither 
ieath,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers, 
aor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor 
lepth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate 
IIS  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
^ord." 

1  REMEMBER:  There  is  no  security  in  SIN.  But  there 
Is  security  in  CHRIST! 

"Lord  God  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  hear  us  as  we 
pray  to  Thee.  Grant  unto  Thy  Children  the  assur- 
ance of  Thy  love  and  goodness.  Create  within  us  a 
hunger  for  that  which  is  spiritual.  May  we  ever  be 
kept  in  the  center  of  Thy  most  Holy  Will.  Help  us 
to  experience  the  reality  of  Thy  presence,  and  the 
blessed  assurance  that  because  we  are  in  union  with 
Thee  nothing  shall  ever  separate  us  from  Thy  love 
and  care.  Amen." 


iunday  School  Suggestions 

The    Sunday    School   Board    of 
The  Brethren  Church 

by     Jerry  flora 


LESSON  HELPS 

"WHERE  CAN  I  GET  more  material  on  the  Sunday 
ihool  lesson?"  This  is  a  frequently  asked  question — 
,nd  a  most  important  one  too.  Many  Sunday  school 
3achers  are  mediocre  when,  with  proper  lesson  helps  and 
^source  materials,  they  could  be  excellent  instructors. 
yhat,  then,  are  some  good  lesson  helps? 

I  First,  the  Sunday  school  teacher  should  have  a  Bible 
ith  sharp,  clear  print.  There  are  several  good  refer- 
iice  Bibles  on  the  market;  the  two  best  are  Scofield's 
rid  Thompson's.  Then  should  come  one  of  the  Brethren 
unday  school  quarterlies.  (Of  course,  if  you  teach  in 
le  children's  department  you  will  use  the  quarterly  pro- 
ided  for  your  own  Sunday  school.) 

Second,  the  teacher  should  have  a  reliable  commentary 
1    the     Sunday    school    lessons.     We    recommend    the 


Standard  Lesson  Commentary  for  use  in  Brethren 
Sunday  schools.  This  volume  provides  eight  large  pages 
of  well-written  helps  for  every  lesson  of  the  year.  It  is 
down-to-earth,  practical,  easy  to  understand,  and  costs 
only  $2.95.  (It  may  also  be  obtained  in  a  quarterly  form 
at  $2.00.) 

Third,  a  concordance  is  necessary  for  effective  Bible 
study.  A  concordance  groups  under  one  heading  all  the 
Bible  references  in  which  a  particular  word  is  found. 
For  many  years  Cruden's  Concordance  has  been  the 
favorite  with  Sunday  school  teachers.  It  is  easy  to  use 
and  not  too  expensive  ($3.50). 

Fourth,  a  Bible  dictionary  is  handy  in  answering  all 
kinds  of  questions.  You  use  a  Bible  dictionary  just  as 
you  use  any  other  dictionary.  Several  fine  volumes  of 
this  type  are  on  the  market.  The  most  up  to  date  ones 
are  Dictionary  of  the  Bible  by  Davis  ($5.95);  Westmin- 
ster Dictionary  of  the  Bible  ($5.00;)  and  Harper's  Bible 
Dictionary  ($7.95).  Another  good  one  is  Peloubet's  Bible 
Dictionary  ($3.50). 

Fifth,  the  Sunday  school  teacher  should  have  a  one- 
volume  Bible  Commentary.  The  New  Bible  Commentary 
($7.95)  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the  finest  depend- 
able one-volume  commentary  available.  It  is  very  recent 
and  contains  1200  pages  of  two  columns  each.  Dummelow's 
Commentary  on  the  Holy  Bible  ($5.00)  is  also  used  by 
many  Sunday  school  teachers. 

Sixth  is  a  Bible  atlas.  The  history  and  geography  of 
Bible  lands  is  so  extensive  that  it  needs  to  be  in  a  book 
by  itself.  The  best  atlas  we  have  is  The  Westminster 
Historical  Atlas  of  the  Bible  ($7.50).  A  revised  edition  of 
this  book  appeared  just  this  fall.  It  contains  many  large 
maps  and  an  excellent  summary  of  ancient  history. 

Seventh,  the  Sunday  school  teacher  should  have  a  Bible 
handbook  giving  information  on  how  we  got  our  Bible, 
archeological  discoveries,  church  history,  etc.  Without  a 
doubt  the  best  book  in  this  category  is  Halley's  Bible 
Handbook.  It  is  now  in  its  twentieth  edition  and  contains 
nearly  1000  pages,  yet  it  sells  for  only  $3.00.  This  book 
is  almost  indispensable;  every  teacher  should  have  it. 

If  you  want  to  become  a  good  teacher  and  know  your 
Bible,  these  books  will  aid  you.  Help  yourself  to  the 
treasures  that  await  you  in  Sunday  school  lesson  study. 
Of  course,  you  can't  buy  all  these  books  at  once;  you'll 
want  to  build  your  reference  shelf  bit  by  bit.  But  don't 
wait  any  longer;  start  today  by  writing  to  The  Brethren 
Publishing  Company  and  ordering  number  two  and  num- 
ber seven.  You'll  be  glad  you  did! 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth  Director 


A  FEW  WEEKS  AGO  the  bold  heading  on  this  page 
was  "HEY,  WHAT'S  GOING  ON."  And  as  you  read 
the  announcements  of  coming  events,  you  could  see  that 
much  was  going  on  in  Brethren  Youth  in  several  differ- 
ent locations.  It  is  really  thrilling  to  know  that  these 
meetings  were  such  successes  and  today  I  take  pleasure 
in  commenting  briefly  on  several  of  them. 


MT,  OLIVE  B.   Y.  WORKSHOP 

About  75  young  people  and  adult  advisors  from  the 
Southeastern  District,  and  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania, 
met  on  November  10th  in  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church, 
near  McGaheysville,  Virginia.  After  a  20  minute  period 
of  singing  and  devotions,  the  main  part  of  the  afternoon 
program  was  the  Brethren  Youth  Workshop. 

During  this  workshop  we  talked  about  the  organiza- 
tion and  operation  of  Brethren  Youth  Nationally  and  on 
the  local  level.  The  national  project  (^6,666.66),  mem- 
bership cards,  Booster  Club,  local  meetings,  goals  and 
program  materials  were  all  discussed  and  talked  over. 
The  Youth  Director  was  very  much  encouraged  by  the 
interest  that  was  shown  and  I  trust  what  was  done  will 
help  to  strengthen  the  Brethren  Youth  emphasis  in  those 
churches  which  were  represented. 

A  wonderful  supper  was  served  by  the  women  of  the 
Mt.  Olive  church  and  then  the  group  assembled  for  the 
evening  program  about  6:30.  Mary  Sue  Sullivan  (from 
Waynesboro)  led  in  devotions  in  the  afternoon  program 
and  Delia  Nave  and  Joyce  Stoddard,  both  from  Hagers- 
town,  offered  a  vocal  duet  for  the  evening  program.  The 
message  of  the  evening  was  brought  in  the  form  of  a 
film  entitled,  "A  Wonderful  Life."  The  whole  thought 
of  this  story  was  that  even  though  a  man  had  used  his 
whole  life  doing  things  for  other  people,  it  was  a  joy 
because  it  was  what  he  wanted  to  do  for  others — regard- 
less of  the  fact  that  he  was  often  deprived  of  doing  and 
having  many  comforts  of  living.  Such  is  the  way  we 
should  use  our  lives  for  the  glory  of  Christ. 


SOUTHERN  INDIANA  RALLY 

The  central  point  of  southern  Indiana  on  November 
15th  was,  logically  enough,  the  Center  Chapel  Brethren 
Church.  It  was  there  that  100  young  people  and  advisors 
gathered  for  their  southern  Indiana  B.  Y.  rally  in  the 
evening.  The  45  minute  workshop  was  much  like  the  one 
described  above  and  I  feel  that  much  was  accomplished 
here  also.  Jim  Gable,  district  president,  conducted  the 
business  session  and  the  women  served  good  refresh- 
ments after  the  meeting  was  over.  Now,  young  people, 
let's  get  to  work  putting  the  various  things  discussed 
into  operation! 


Robert  L.  Hoffman,  Minister,  Nov.  3,  1956,  Used  with] 

out  permission.)  i 

REPORT  ON  JR.  B.  Y.  RALLY  I 

There  were  around  one  hundred  at  the  Jr.  B.  Y.  cl 
Rally  of  the  North-East  Ohio  District  at  our  ( Smith ville.i| 
church  on  Saturday  (Nov.  3).  This  group  now  is  fullij 
organized  on  their  own  and  separate  from  the  senio| 
youth  group.  The  various  officers  and  their  adult  counj 
ter  parts  are:  | 

President — June  Drushal  ( Smith ville)  Helen  McConaha 
V.  Pres.— Tom  Creighton  (Canton)  Miss  Dorothy  Millel 
Secretary — Nancy  DeWalt   (Louisville)   Mary  Byler 
Ass't.  Sec. — Janet  Meyer  (Ashland)  Mrs.  Virgil  Meyer 
Treasurer — Jack  Thrum   (Fremont)   Mrs.  Smith 
Ass't.  Treas. — David  Myers  (Akron)  Royce  Gates 
District  Advisors — Rev.  L.  V.  King;   Mary  Byler         i 


UP  NORTH  IN  INDIANA 


Just  three  days  after  the  southern  Indiana  rally,  o 
November  18th,  the  northern  B.  Y.  held  one  in  GosheJ 
— so  they  wouldn't  be  out-done  by  their  southern  neigo 
bors.  This  rally  was  also  a  huge  success  with  127  youti 
and  advisors  present.  Another  Brethren  Youth  worksho! 
was  held  and  the  district  was  organized,  the  results  c 
the   election   of  officers   as   follows: 

President — Bonnie   Swihart    (Goshen) 
V.  Pres.— Colleen  Steimle  (Elkhart) 
Secretary — Dorothy  Kollor  (South  Bend) 
Advisors — Gordon  Jenks    (Elkhart)    John  Porte    (Soulj 
Bend)    Carrol  Meyers    (Elkhart) 

Congratulations  to  these  officers  and  we  hope  you 
your  job  well  so  that  your  district  may  be  strong  in  tlj 
work  of  the  Lord  through  Brethren  Youth.  After 
supper  in  the  church  basement,  the  young  people  attend^ 
the  closing  service  of  a  two  weeks'  revival  conducted  V 
Rev.  William  Anderson  from  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio.  Oii 
thanks  goes  out  to  Rev.  Spencer  Gentle  and  the  Goshf' 
Brethren  for  arranging  such  a  fine  rally.  ' 


WHAT'S  LEFT  IS  HERE 


WORDS  FROM  SMITHVILLE 

(Note:     The     following     was     taken     from     "CROSS 
BEAMS"   published   by   the   Smithville   Brethren   Church, 


It  was  a  real  pleasure  to  spend  the  week  of  Nov.  4-; 
with  our  Brethren  at  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  in  a  week  of  sp 
cial  meetings.  The  youth  there  are  interested  in  organi 
ing  and  moving  forward. 

Nov.  18  was  youth  Sunday  at  Nappanee  and  I  thai 
them  for  the  privilege  of  bringing  the  morning  messag! 
Youth  Director  Waldo  Gaby  is  a  good  leader.  Keep  ij 
the  good  work.  - 

By  adding  the  number  attending  the  above  rallies  a;j 
workshops,  we  find  that  over  400  Brethren  Youth  ha  j 
been  together  district- wise  in  the  last  month.  A  corj 
mendable  fact  for  our  youth.  ] 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  ONCE  SAID  ...  ; 

"I   don't   know  who   my  grandfather  was;   I  am  muj 

more   concerned  to   know  what  his   grandson  will  be."  \ 


'THE    SHORTEST   ANSWER   IS    BY  DOING" 

— by  George  Herbert  | 
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CREATE   IN   ME  A  CLEAN  HEART 

'T^HIS  MORNING  in  Church  our  Call  to  Worship  was: 

•*■  "Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God; 

And  renew  a  right  spirit  within  me. 
Cast  me  not  away  from  thy  presence; 
And  take  not  thy  holy  spirit  from  me." 

I  think  this  would  be  a  good  prayer  for  each  of  us  to 
pray  in  the  morning  as  we  go  about  our  work,  whether 
[it  be  at  home  or  away  from  home.  How  much  good  a 
[clean  heart  can  do  for  us  in  our  associations  throughout 
ithe  entire  day.  If  we  keep  our  heart  clean,  it  in  turn 
Iwill  keep  the  mind  and  tongue  from  thinking  and  say- 
ing unclean  words.  Sometimes  we  think  we  do  not  have 
the  talents  nor  the  time  we  would  need  to  do  God's 
Work;  but  no  matter  how  few  our  talents,  nor  how  busy 
|we  may  be,  we  can  always  refrain  from  doing  and  say- 
jing  anything  which  would  be  a  hindrance  rather  than  a 
[help  to  those  about  us.  Evidently  most  people  have  better 
byes  than  ears;  for  what  we  do,  makes  a  much  greater 
jimpression  on  them  than  what  we  say.  Confucius  once 
jsaid  "The  superior  man  wishes  to  be  slow  in  his  words 
and  earnest  in  his  conduct." 

"They're  looking  at  your  walk, 

Not  listening  to  your  talk; 

They're    judging   from    your   actions    every  day. 

Don't  believe   you'll  deceive 

By  claiming  what  you've  never  known; 

They'll   accept  what  they  see 

And  know  you  to  be 

They'll  judge   from  your  life   alone." 

We  stamp  our  value  on  ourselves,  and  build  our  char- 
licter  accordingly.  And  while  we  are  building,  perhaps  it 
vill  help  to  make  a  firmer  foundation  if  we  lighten  the 
jmrden  for  someone,  or  help  them  over  a  rough  place 
jvith  a  smile  or  some  gesture  of  friendliness.  Very  few 
jhings  contribute  so  much  to  a  full  life,  as  a  constant 
jealization  of  the  blessings  we  enjoy,  and  share  with 
hose  around  us.  So  make  the  most  of  yourself,  for  that  is 
ill  there  is  of  you;  be  a  friend,  but  be  the  right  kind  of 
I  friend;  a  friend  who  will  lift  up,  and  help  her  family 
;.nd  friends  to  a  higher  level  of  Christian  living.  Gossip- 
fig,  language  unbecoming  to  a  Christian,  and  boasting 
lave  never  helped  any  one;  least  of  all  the  doing  these 
jhings.  We  can  best  keep  from  doing  these,  by  saying  a 
lind  word  for  Christ  instead. 

I  would  like  to  close  with  this  little  gem  which  has  be- 
|ome  a  great  favorite  of  mine — 

May  every  soul  that  touches  mine, 

Se   it   the    slightest  contact,   get   therefrom  some    good, 

ome    little    grace,    one   kindly    thought, 

ne  aspiration  yet  unfelt,  one  bit  of  courage 

or  the  darkening  sky,  one  gleam  of  faith 


To  brave   the   thickening  ills  of  life, 

One  glimpse  of  brighter  sky  beyond  the  gathering  mist, 

To  make  this  life  worth  while 

And  heaven  a  surer  heritage." 

Mrs.  Adeline   Miller, 

Goshen,    Ind. 
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January  18.  19,  20,  1957 


Premise: 


Promise: 


Purpose: 


We  believe  that  STEWARDSHIP  is  so  basic 
to  the  work  and  progress  of  the  Church  that 
we    want    to    study    its    truths    together. 

We  are  sure  that  every  minister  in  the  Breth- 
ren Church  will  believe  in  this  simultaneous 
Conference  so  much  that  no  congregation  will 
be   left  out. 

The  promise  of  such  a  simultaneous  Confer- 
ence is  great.  We  cannot  but  receive  blessing 
for  such  a  consecrated  study  on  such  an  im- 
portant  subject. 

To  Study  Stewardship  over  the  whole  church 
at   the    same    time. 

To  Learn  Stewardship  and  its  value  for  life. 
To   Practice   Stewardship   by    study,    learning, 
and  doing. 


MATERIALS  for  the  Cross  Country  Conferences  will  be 
sent  to  you  by  the  National  Brethren  Ministerial  Asso- 
ciation. WHILE  YOU  ARE  WAITING  FOR  THESE 
MATERIALS,  DO  THESE  THINGS: 

1.  Appoint  a  committee  to  arrange  the  program  for 
Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday  of  January  18,  19,  20, 
1957. 

2.  Set  the  date  on  your  church  calendar. 

3.  Make  regular  announcements  to  your  congrega- 
tion. 

4.  Plan  to  exchange  pulpits,  call  on  an  outside  leader, 
appoint  a  leader  from  your  church,  or  do  it  your- 
self. 

5.  Make  this  Conference  a  matter  of  concern  in  the 
life  of  your  church. 


Brethren  Historical   library 

M?.ncliest  r  C  ollec©  ■  page  twenty         the  brethren  evangelis'J 

N.    r..£nchester,    Ind.  j 


YOUR  DOLLARS  ARE  VOTES 

Mark  your  ballot 

Yes  D     Another  Field  Representative 

No    D  *  To  conduct  Sunday  school  workshops 

*  To  teach  leadership  training  classes 

*  To  advise  on  camp  curricula 

*  To  assist  in  organizing  new  camps 

Yes  D     Enlarged  Program  of  Promotion 

No    n  *  Research  in   materials  and  methods 

*  More  Brethren  Sunday  school  literature 

*  Lending   Library  on   Sunday  school  and  camp 

work 

*  Expanded  visual  aid  service 

Yes  D      Greater  Camp  Program 

No    D  *  New  Camp:  Tucson-Phoenix 

*  More  weeks   of   camp 

*  Stronger  life  work  recruit  program 

*  Better  "follow  up"  for  campers 

Yes  D     Ashland  College  and  Seminary 

No    n  *  Trained    ministers   and    missionaries 

*  Trained    Sunday    school    superintendents    and 

teachers 

*  Trained  youth  leaders  and  education  directors 

*  Trained  lay  leaders 

The  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 
covets  your  vote  of  confidence. 


WMWMWil^MMWi^MWil^MWM^ 
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VAN6EL1ST 

Officiat  Organ  of  tShe  Brethren  Church 


HORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA 


Boyhood  home  of  C.  Upton  Grossnickle,    Frederick  County,  Maryland. 

Story  begins  on  Page  Four.  — Photo  by  Freeman  Ankrum. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIgi! 


Items  of  general   Interest 

OAK  HILL,  W.  VA.  Congratulations  are  in  order  for 
Brother  and  Sister  Milton  Robinson  on  the  arrival  of 
Georgia  Kay  Robinson,  on  October  27th.  The  baby's  weight 
was  7  lbs.,  6  oz. 

ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  The  work  of  Brother  Free- 
man Ankrum  as  Church  History  Departmental  Editor  of 
the  Evangelist,  was  featured  in  the  October  17th  issue  of 
the  Hagerstown  (Md.)  "Daily  Mail."  Brother  Ankrum 
was  interviewed  by  a  reporter  from  the  "Mail,"  a  paper 
which  goes  into  some  17,000  homes  in  the  area.  Featured 
in  the  interview  was  the  subject  and  contents  of  Brother 
Ankrum's  current  historical  article  appearing  in  this 
issue  of  the  Evangelist.  This  is  just  one  of  the  ways  in 


which  the  work  of  Brother  Ankrum  as  a  Church  H:i 
torian  is  being  recognized  beyond  the  confines  of  ti 
Brethren  Church.  ; 

CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND.  A  Carry-in  Fellowstl 
Dinner,  followed  by  a  program,  was  held  at  the  chur ' 
the  evening  of  November  30th. 

VINCO,  PENNA.  Laymen  from  the  Brush  Valley  Bretrj 
ren  Church  were  guests  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Vin! 
Laymen.  Attendance  was  36. 

BERLIN,   PENNA.    Brother   Ralph   E.    Mills   was   ti 
speaker  at  the  Community  Thanksgiving  Service  held 
November  21st  in  the  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  of  Berlj 

SECOND  BRETHREN.  JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  T| 
note  from  the  Second  Brethren  bulletin  that  Pastor  HjIi 
old  Bamett  was  the  speaker  at  the  District  Youth  Ra  j 
on  November  10th  at  Masontown. 

(Continued  on  Page  6)  \ 


Important  News  Concerning  Your  Evangelist    f 


THE  BRETHREN  PUBLICATION  BOARD,  in  regular 
session  last  August,  adopted  some  changes  relating 
to  The  Brethren  Evangelist. 

The  following  action  has  been  taken  with  the  thought 
in  mind  of  giving  you  each  week  a  Church  paper  which 
will  be  more  helpful,  more  useful,  and  one  which  will 
more  thoroughly  cover  the  reading  needs  of  the  Brethren. 

1.  After  January  1,  1957,  the  Brethren  Evangelist  will 
be  a  20  page  weekly.  Four  of  the  pages  will  be  in  color. 
(The  physical  format  will  be  like  the  special  20  page 
issues  we  have  been  running  occasionally — as  last  week's 
paper.) 

2.  New  Departments  will  be  added.  In  addition  to  the 
features  we  now  present,  we  are  adding  Evangelism, 
Stewardship,  etc.  We  also  plan  to  present  a  digest  of 
significant  national  and  world  religious  news,  as  space 
permits. 

3.  After  January  1,  1957,  the  subscription  price  of  the 
Evangelist  will  be  $2.00  per  year.  This  is  the  first  change 
in  price  since  1941,  when  the  subscription  price  was,  at 
that  time,  actually  reduced  from  $2.00  per  year.  We 
think  you  will  agree  that  your  Church  paper  is  about 
the  only  item  which  has  not  shown  price  increases  since 


1941.    (Nickel   candy    bars   haven't — but   then,    the   hi 
are  now  smaller.) 

4.  Churches  which  are  100%  Evangelist  subscribe 
will  benefit  under  the  new  subscription  price,  as  t 
Publication  Board  has  set  up  a  100%  Church  rate 
$1.50  per  year  per  subscriber.  This  all  adds  up  to  t 
things.  1.  If  your  Church  now  qualifies  under  the  IOC 
plan,  there  will  be  no  change  in  price  for  you. 
Churches  which  are  not  at  present  100%  Churches,  c 
qualify  at  any  time.  Procedure  for  becoming  a  10( 
Evangelist  church  is  available  from  The  Editor  of  Pi^ 
lications.  Brethren  Publishing  Co.,  524  College  A'' 
Ashland,  Ohio. 

Renewals  from  single  subscribers,  and  group  lists  (i 
100%  Churches)  received  after  January  1,  1957,  will' 
$2.00  per  year,  or  will  be  pro-rated  for  9  months, 
$1.50  is  sent.  Remember,  the  subscription  price  is  $2 
with  the  $1.50  rate  applicable  to  100%  Churches,  AS  4 
INCENTIVE  FOR  OUR  CHURCHES  TO  BECOME  10( 
EVANGELIST   SUBSCRIBERS.!  | 

For  your  $2.00,  we  will  be  bringing  you  a  bigger  it 
(what  we  trust)  a  better  and  more  serviceable  paper  esi 
week.  The  first  issue  of  the  new  year  (January  5th)  \t 
contain  more  information  on  what  these  changes  repf 
sent  and  what  they  will  mean  to  you. 
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JRe  Editor's 

Pulpit 
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"^hat   Is   Tlie   True  Ghristmas  Spirit? 


rVO  WEEKS  AGO,  in  our  Editor's  Pulpit,  we 
,  expressed  grave  concern  over  the  terrifc  pres- 
sure placed  upon  Christian  people  to  make  their 
phristmas  festivities  a  time  of  commercial  exploi- 
tation and  Christ-neglected  social  activities.  We 
cautioned  Christian  people  to  guard  against  those 
;;hings  which  would  cause  us  to  miss  the  true 
•neaning  of  Christmas. 

Since  it  appears  that  the  "Christmas  spirit" 
oday  is  entwined  (or  enmeshed)  with  the  com- 
nercial  and  the  social,  to  the  neglect  of  the  spir- 
itual, and  since  it  appears  that  we  are  not  consid- 
ered to  be  having  the  "Christmas  spirit  (so  called) " 
jinless  we  are  "going  along  with  the  crowd"  as 
|)utlined  two  weeks  ago,  we  fed  it  is  time  to  con- 
sider from  the  Christian  viewpoint  just  what  we 
jnean  when  we  talk  about  the  "True  Christmas 
|5pirit." 

1.  When  the  family  ties  of  parents  and  chil- 
Iren  are  brought  closer  together  through  the  love 
►f  the  Christ  Child  bom  in  Bethlehem, 

2.  When  mothers  and  fathers  will  give  more 
ime  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  themselves  and 
jheir  children, 

3.  When  the  welfare  of  the  soul's  destiny,  for 
vhich  soul  the  Son  of  God  who  came  as  a  Babe 


in  Bethlehem  to  die  on  Calvary's  cross,  is  made 
paramount  in  our  Christmas  thoughts, 

then  the  true  Christmas  spirit  is  operat- 
ing in  our  lives. 

4.  When  there  is  greater  love  and  concern  for 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  our  neighbors,  relatives 
and  friends, 

5.  When  the  urgency  of  getting  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  to  the  ends  of  the  world  becomes  the  con- 
trolling purpose  of  our  lives, 

6.  When  our  Church  becomes  more  fully  ac- 
tivated in  its  soul  reaching  work  to  the  point 
that  the  world  will  know  that  Christ  came  at 
Christmas  to  become  God's  sacrifice  for  their 
sin, 

then  we  will    have    the    true    Christmas 

Spirit. 

We  will  know  what  the  angels  sang  when  they 
caroled,  "For  unto  you  is  bom  this  day  in  the 
city  of  David,  a  Savior,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord." 

The  true  Christmas  Spirit  causes  us  to  give 
gifts  to  one  another,  as  God  gave  us  His  Son.  It 
causes  us  to  sing  carols  as  did  the  angels.  It 
causes  us  to  say,  "Merry  Christmas"  to  one  an- 
other— but  with  a  far  greater  note  of  joy  than 
the  earthy;  for  our  Merry  Christmas,  as  Chris- 
tians, retells  again  and  again,  that,  "Christ 
the  Savior  is  bom." 

"0  come,  all  ye  faithful. 

Joyful  and  triumphant, 

0  come  ye,  O  come  ye  to  Bethlehem; 

Come  and  behold  Him, 

Bom  the  king  of  Angels. 

O  come,  let  us  adore  Him, 

O  come,  let  us  adore  Him, 

O  come,  let  us  adore  Him, 

Christ,  the  Lord." 

— W.  S.  B. 
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rethren  Church  History 

by  Rev.  Freeman  Ankrum 


Dunfeer 


C  Upton  Grossnickle 


— Photo  by  Freeman  Ankrum, 


THE  PAVED  ROAD  wound  by  the  meandering  voluble 
Catoctin  Creek,  in  western  Frederick  County,  Mary- 
land, as  we  traveled  along  it  on  the  morning  of  the  sec- 
ond day  of  October,  1956.  Accompanied  by  the  Reverend 
Hobert  Strickler,  Pastor  of  the  Myersville  and  Grossnickle 
Dunker  churches,  we  were  on  our  way  to  visit  one  whose 
life  span  covered  more  than  a  century.  Fifty-six  years 
following  the  death  of  George  Washington,  fifty-three 
years  following  the  death  and  burial  of  Alexander  Mack, 
Junior,  in  Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  and  while  this  part 
of  the  States  was  on  the  dangerous  frontier,  this  person 
was  born. 

After  leaving  the  hard  road  by  the  creek  we  traversed 
a  narrow  valley,  and  up  the  side  of  a  hill  to  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Silas  Bittle.  Here,  with  his  daughter, 
lived  the  object  of  our  call.  After  being  introduced  to 
the  hostess,  and  stating  our  errand,  we  were  told  that 
the  subject  to  be  interviewed  would  be  in  soon.  In  a  little 
while,  walking  in  a  normal  manner  aided  by  his  cane, 
there  came  in  C.  Upton  Grossnickle.  Introductions  were 
again  in  order  and  the  object  of  our  visit  stated.  In  his 
younger  days,  before  shouldering  the  load  of  years,  he 
stood  six  feet  tall  and  weighed  190  pounds.  The  years 
had  given  him  a  stoop  and  removed  considerable  of  his 
weight. 

In  the  year  1738,  nine  years  following  the  coming  of 
Alexander  Mack  to  Pennsylvania,  one  John  Grossnickle, 
then  21  came  to  this  country  from  Germany,  making  the 
trip  on  the  ship,  Nancy.  He  was  followed  in  1746  by  his 
brother,  Peter  Grossnickle.  John  headed  the  family  of 
which  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  descended.  A  descen- 
dant,  Elias,  was   married  to   Nancy   Stottlemyer,  and   to 


this  union  were  born  three  children.  They  were  Susai 
who  married  John  Caleb  Leatherman  (His  biographS 
was  given  in  The  Brethren  Evangelist  in  the  June  I 
1950,  Historical  Article,  Author),  and  twins,  C.  Upt«li 
and  his  sister,  Clara. 

Upton   was   born   August    16,    1856.   The   place   of  U 
birth  was  approximately  one  mile  up  the  Catoctin  Cre(n 
above   the   present   Grossnickle  church.   The   large   stoij  | 
house  stands  there  upon  the  bank  and  is  in  good  prese 
vation.  It  is  the  center  of  a  well  farmed  landscape. 

The  Centenarian  is  the  only  one  of  his  immedia 
family  living.  From  time  to  time,  when  a  boy,  he  attendi 
school  at  Middlepoint,  but  education  in  those  far  off  da; 
was  at  the  best,  fragmentary.  Work  to  keep  the  stoma 
filled,  a  roof  over  their  heads,  and  clothing  to  prote; 
them  from  the  elements,  took  precedence  over  excessi 
schooling.  Therefore  we  are  not  surprised  to  know  th 
young  Upton  took  enough  time  off  from  his  farm  wo 
to  marry  Elizabeth  Toms.  They  had  two  children, 
whom  the  first  bom  survives.  She  is  Mrs.  Milton  Sui 
mers,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Ivan  Harshman.  Later  on  i 
told  of  the  courtship  of  Ella  Leatherman,  the  daughtj 
of  the  Dunker  couple,  Daniel  and  Caroline  Leathermj 
After  twelve  monthly  visits,  they  were  married  in  18! 
There  were  ten  children  bom  to  this  second  marria 
of  whom  nine  are  living.  One  Ellerton  Paul  Grossnicl 
resides  upon  the  original  Grossnickle  homestead  whc 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  Mr.  Upton  Groi 
nickle  remarked  to  the  Author,  that  all  of  them  work 
hard  and  that  he  had  plenty  of  children  to  care  for  h 
in  his  old  age.  In  this  connection  we  may  state  that 
has    43    grandchildren,     56     great    grand    children,    a 
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seven  great-great  grand  children.  In  fact  he  estimates 
that  he  has  500  living  descendants  or  relatives  close  and 
distant,  far  and  near  right  now.  At  a  reunion  celebrat- 
ing his  reaching  the  three  figured  age  a  picture  of  five 
generations  was  taken. 

He  stated  to  the  writer  that  the  first  Grossnickle 
church  was  built  in  the  year  1845.  When  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age  he  united  with  this  pioneer  Dunker  church. 
Upon  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  he  had  been  a  Deacon 
in  the  church,  he  replied,  "I  am  a  Deacon  yet.  When  a 
Deacon  was  elected  in  the  church  it  was  for  life." 

The  election  to  the  office  of  Deacon  took  place  when 
lie  was  23  years  of  age,  therefore  he  has  been  a  Deacon 
for  the  long  period  of  77  years.  He  is  a  faithful  attendant 
jf  the  church  of  his  fathers  and  has  been  all  of  his 
long  life.  It  is  his  pleasure  to  see  many  of  the  Gross- 
nickle clan  also  active  members. 

His  vocation  was  that  of  a  farmer  with  side  lines 
such  as  Banking  and  Cooperatives.  In  his  sixties  he  lost  a 
sizable  fortune  in  a  bank.  His  misfortune  never  affected 
:iis  deep  and  religious  philosophy  of  life.  In  fact  he  did 
pot  mention  this  loss  to  the  Author.  The  information  was 
lecured  from  other  sources.  At  an  age  when  most  are 
•eady  to  retire  he  maintained  his  attitude  of  no  worry 
md  lots  of  work,  under  God's  guidance  to  recoup  his 
brtune.  In  this  he  was  successful.  Little  if  any  mention 
ras  made  of  the  material,  but  to  the  higher  and  nobler 
[ualities  of  life  as  represented  by  his  church  activities. 

The  Grossnickle  congregation  is  said  to  be  the  second 
jildest  in  the  state  of  Maryland.  Long  before  the  build- 
ng  of  the  first  church  structure  they  worshipped  in 
tarns,  and  in  homes.  In  fact  there  stands  just  above 
jhe  present  church  the  Harshman  bam  which  was  used 
pr  religious  purposes  long  before  the  Revolutionary 
(V^ar.  It  was  in  1899  that  the  present  Grossnickle  church 
/as  built  upon  a  part  of  the  Grossnickle  tract.  He  told 
jhe  writer  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Building  Com- 
littee.  They  visited  the  Welty  Church  in  Washington 
iounty  in  the  Greensburg  community  near  Smithsburg. 
ifter  looking  it  over  they  decided  to  build  one  upon  the 
ame  general  lines,  but  to  seat  500  people  instead  of  the 
mailer  number  seated  by  the  Welty  church.  The  up- 
tairs,  or  loft,  was  divided  into  two  sections,  one  for  the 
romen  and  one  for  the  men  when  they  came  for  their 
lOve  Feast  Meetings.  He  stated  that  the  lumber  for  the 
jiurch  was  hauled  from  Hagerstown  some  fifteen  miles 
jway.  Every  bit  of  labor  was  "Free  Gratis,"  he  said. 
\,  was  on  one  of  those  trips  from  Hagerstown,  on  Smith- 

firg  Mountain,  that  his  son,  Upton,  drank  from  a  pol- 
led pool   and  as   a   result    came    down    with    Typhoid 
fever.       '   • 

The  brick  for  the  building  were  shipped  from  Fred- 
rick to  Myersville,  and  hauled  to  the  site  of  the  church 
fom  there.  They  were  able  to  build  the  large  commodious 
lurch  for  the  sum  of  $4500.00  He  himself  paid  much 
;  that.  When  the  church  could  not  care  for  the  visitors 
iring  their  Love  Feasts,  they  were  cared  for  in  neigh- 
)ring  houses  and  barns.  People  came  by  the  hundreds, 
lose  days  were  days  of  lai'ge  gatherings  and  combined 
unions  of  the  Brethren.  They  came  from  various  see- 
ms of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 

A  student  of  the  Bible,  he  has  read  the  Book  14  times, 
a  does  not  know  how  many  times  he  has  read  the  New 


OUR  COVER  PICTURE  shows  the  home  farm  where 
Upton  Grossnickle  lived  as  a  boy  when  the  Confederates 
marched  by.  Down  in  the  extreme  right  corner  of  the 
yard  is  the  old  bake  oven  where  his  mother  baked  pies 
and   bread   for   the   hungry   rebels. 


Testament  through.  He  showed  the  writer  his  favorite 
books,  the  well  worn  Bible,  Hurlbut's  Story  of  the  Bible, 
and  mentioned  Henry's  History  of  Maryland  which  he 
treasures.  He  stated  that  he  arose  at  5:30,  read,  and 
then  ate  breakfast.  His  appetite  is  good.  He  stated  that 
he  never  lay  down  during  the  day,  but  sat  in  his  chair 
and  read  until  his  eyes  got  tired.  He  never  drinks  either 
coffee  or  tea,  just  water.  He  also  keeps  up  with  the  cur- 
rent events   by  reading  the  daily  paper. 

At  the  Grossnickle-Blessing  family  reunion,  held  in  the 
social  hall  of  the  church,  there  were  some  150  in  at- 
tendance. They  enjoyed  the  basket  lunch.  From  the  van- 
tage point  of  his  rocking  chair  he  naturally  was  the  cen- 
ter of  attraction  and  many  shook  hands  and  visited  with 
the  man  who  carried  one  hundi'ed  years  upon  his  shoul- 
ders. His  hearing  is  but  slightly  impaired,  his  body  con- 
trol is  slightly  nervous  but  his  mind  is  keenly  alert. 
He  normally  uses  a  cane.  "I  can  get  along  better  with 
two  canes  when  I  go  to  church,  but  I  do  not  use  them  as 
people  may  think  that  I  am  putting  on,"  he  said  to  the 
writer. 

Although  a  mere  youngster  during  the  time  of  the 
Civil   War,   he   vividly  recalls   some    of    the    events.    In 

1862  during  the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  the  cannon 
shots  could  be  distinctly  heard  from  the  Grossnickle 
home.  The  hills  intervening  prevented  seeing  any  smoke 
of  battle,  but  each  time  the  cannon  shots  were  heard  his 
mother  and  the  other  of  the  women  present  would  cry. 
They  knew  that  it  meant  death  to  the  soldier  boys.   In 

1863  when  Lee's  men  were  on  their  way  to  Gettysburg, 
the  sound  of  marching  feet  was  heard  along  the  rippling 
Catoctin.  The  soldiers,  he  said,  marched  two  by  two. 
They  came  by  the  Grossnickle  church  but  did  not  dis- 
turb it  in  any  way.  Neither  did  they  bother  any  of  the 
farm  buildings.  As  they  traveled,  they  were  looking  for 
horses.  They  looked  over  the  Grossnickle  horses,  re- 
jecting one  in  the  field  which  was  not  up  to  their  stan- 
dards, taking  the  three  good  ones.  When  Upton's  father 
pleaded  with  them  not  to  take  his  horses,  the  Officer 
stated,  "I  will  be  tied  to  a  stake  and  shot  if  I  do  not 
take  them."  There  was  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  watch 
them  leave. 

The  soldiers  were  hungry  and  Upton's  mother  baked 
bread  and  pies  for  them.  The  old  bake-open  still  stands 
in  the  lower  corner  of  the  yard  that  was  used  in  that 
far  off  day.  One  of  the  young  soldier  boys,  and  these 
were  Confederate  soldiers  or  "Rebels,"  as  Upton  called 
them,  complained  about  not  having  a  hat.  "My  father 
took  my  straw  hat  off  my  head  and  gave  it  to  the  boy, 
putting  it  on  his  head.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  had 
been  fighting  Bumble  bees  or  not,  but  had  knocked 
the  crown  out  of  the  hat.  The  soldier  boy  took  it  off  his 
head,  turned  it  over  and  remarked  'this  one  doesn't 
have  any  bottom  in  it.' "  The  long  line  of  gray  marched 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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INTERESTING  ITEMS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

TRINITY  BRETHREN.  CANTON,  OHIO.  Three  new 
members  were  recently  received  into  membership  in  the 
church. 

MANSFIELD,  OHIO.  Brother  John  R.  Terrell  reports 
"very  encouraging"  attendance  during  the  Sundays  of 
their  recent  revival.  Sunday  School  attendances  of  112 
and  118  were  recorded  with  "at  least  135"  for  the  Church 
service  the  closing  Sunday. 

NEWARK,  OHIO.  Brother  W.  S.  Crick  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  West  End  Newark  Union  Thanksgiving 
Service  in  Cox  Memorial  EUB  Church  on  November  21st. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  November  8th,  women  and 
friends  of  the  Newark  Brethren  Church  met  in  the 
Chapel  and  organized  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
which  already  has  eighteen  members.  Mrs.  Frank  Mor- 
rison, of  Dayton,  Ohio  District  W.  M.  S.  President,  was 
present   and   helped   in   the  organizational   activities. 

WEST  ALEXANDRIA,  OHIO.  Pastor  Harold  Garland 
was  a  patient  in  Miami  Valley  Hospital  the  latter  part 
of  November  for  surgery  on  his  inner  ear.  Brethren 
Percy  Miller  and  John  Byler  conducted  the  anointing  ser- 
vice for  him  prior  to  the  operation.  Let  us  remember 
our   brother  in   our   prayers   for  his   recovery. 

The  Laymen  conducted  their  public  service  the  morn- 
ing of  November  25th,  presenting  Rev.  Balyo  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  as  speaker. 

NEW  PARIS,  INDIANA.  Brother  E.  M.  Riddle  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  Union  Thanksgiving  service  held  in 
the  Methodist  church  on  November  21st. 


SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA.  Rev.  Dan  Ankerberg  wait 
guest  speaker  in  the  South  Bend  church  on  Novembe 
18th.  ; 

PERU,  INDIANA.  Brother  Robert  Madoski  was  tht] 
guest  speaker  at  the  City  Wide  Thanksgiving  servic' 
held  in  the  St.  James  EUB  church  on  November  21st. 

MILLEDGEVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  The  film,  "Martin  Lu 
ther,"  was  shown  in  the  Milledgeville  church  the  eve 
ning  of  November  25th. 


Spiritual  fK)e&itation8 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belot« 


MUSTARD  SEED  FAITH 

''If  ye    have   faith   as   a    grain   of   mustard   seed  . 
nothing  shall  be  impossible  unto  you."  Matt.  17:20. 

OUR  FAITH  is  strong  or  weak  just  in  proportion  if 
which   we   believe   that  God  will  do  just  what  E 
has  said  He  will  do.  There  is  a  mistaken  view  of  fait] 
that  links  the  fulfillment  of  God's  promises  with  our  inn 
pressions,  with  improbabilities,  or  with  outward  appea 
ances.  If  men  try  to  link  these  things — impressions,  inij 
probabilities,   or    outward    appearance    with    faith,    th^J 
they  are  no  longer  resting  on  the  Word  of  God,  becau!'' 
faith  doesn't  need  any  such  assistance.   FAITH  REST 
ON  THE  NAKED  WORD  OF  GOD.  , 

When  one  can  take  God  fully  at  His  Word  then  tl 
heart  is  at  peace.  God  has  pleasure  in  exercising  oi 
faith.  This  He  does  first  for  the  blessing  of  our  ov 
souls.  Then  He  intends  it  for  blessing  in  the  church 
large,  for  as  our  soul  is  blessed  it  will  radiate  blessii; 
to  the  whole  church.  And  then,  blessings  bestowed  *' 
individuals  and  the  church  will  radiate  out  to  the  livi 
of  those  without  the  church. 

But  men  shrink  from  this  utte*  trust  in  the  Almightj 
instead  of  welcoming  it.  When  trials  come,  then  com<j 
doubt  and  concern  beyond  justification;  and  murmurii 
of  resentment,  and  charges  of  partiality  on  the  part 
God.  When  trials  come  we  should  learn  to  say,  "Tt 
Heavenly  Father  has  put  this  cup  of  trial  into  my  hanj 
that  I  may  have  something  sweet  afterwards.  "The  swee ! 
will  be  the  "Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  tj 
kingdom  prepared  for  you,"  and  we  know  that  "eye  ha! 
not  seen  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  t 
heart  of  man  the  things  that  God  hath  prepared  for  the  | 
that  love  Him."  And  so  in  the  midst  of  the  trials  ai 
difficulties  that  beset  us  we  exclaim  with  Paul  of  o( 
"I  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  persuaded  tli 
He  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  uii 
Him  against  that  day."  I 
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MISSIONARY     DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY  BOARD  OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 
}30   College    Ave.,    Ashland.   Ohio.    Phone    39  582 


Contributing    Editors:    W.    CLAYTON    BERKSHIRE.    Gen.    Sec'y. 
(MRS.)     IDA    LINDOWER.    Adm.    Assistant 


AHENTION  PLEASE! 

A  FIRST  DRAFT  of  plans  for  the  Sarasota  Church 
r\  building  has  been  submitted  by  the  architect,  Mr. 
3rus  Eash,  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana,  to  the  Missionary 
Soard.  The  Board  has  approved  the  plans  and  sent  them 
»n  to  Sarasota  for  their  approval. 

When  the  church  gives  the  go-ahead  sign,  construc- 
:ion  should  be  started  not  too  far  in  the  future.  This  will 
ake  funds.  If  you  haven't  given  yet  for  this  newest 
brethren  church,  please  do  so  soon;  if  you  have  given 
md  can  do  more,  that  will  be  equally  acceptable;  but  DO 
lelp  to  build  at  Sarasota.  The  fund  is  growing,  but  it  is 
lot  yet  large  enough. 

Give  through  the  Ten  Dollar  Club,  or  send  your  offer- 
ng  marked  "for  Sarasota,"  and  it  will  be  put  into  that 
lund. 

LET'S  GET  THAT  CHURCH  AT  SARASOTA  I 


BRETHREN  "AT  WORK" 

OME  OF  THE  "key  people"  for  the  Ten  Dollar  Club 
enlistment  in  our  churches  have  really  been  work- 
ing. Mr.  Ben  J.  Carey,  key  man  for  the  Pleasant  Hill 
Ihurch,  writes  the  chairman  of  the  Ten  Dollar  Club 
jvommittee,  asking  for  more  enrollment  cards.  He  and  his 
hurch  have  doubtless  been  on  the  job.  Several  other 
'hurches  have  been  responding  very  well  with  new  mem- 
jerships.  We  hope  still  other  churches  vnll  be  challenged 

19  do  the  same.. 

! 

;  Pastor  and  church  secretaries,  please  check  and  de- 
lermine  whether  or  not  the  first  cards  sent  to  your 
hurches  have  been  returned.  The  Ten  Dollar  Club  Com- 
littee  still  has  not  received  names  of  these  persons  for 

few  churches.  Are  all  of  you  brethren  "at  work"  on 

is? 

OUR  GOAL  IS  2,000!  We  are  on  the  way. 


OPERATION  "FOR  GOOD" 

DNE  OF  THE  Sunday  School  classes  in  the  New  Paris 
Church — the  "For  Good"  Class,  by  name — last  spring 
fitermined  to  bring  their  class  offering  every  month, 
>r  six  months,  for  the  Sarasota  Church.  A  few  weeks 
!?o  they  sent  in  that  offering— $500.00. 
These  New  Paris  people  are  certainly  to  be  commended 
)r  their  home  mission  vision  and  for  their  generosity 
1^500.00  in  six  months,  and  it  is  not  a  large  class.)  Now, 
1  any  others — individuals,  classes  or  churches — are  so  in- 
jined,  the  Mission  Board  and  the  Sarasota  brethren  will 
i  thrilled  to  have  them  add  their  contribution  to  this 
iJW  church  fund. 

1  The  "For  Good"  Class  has  set  an  excellent  pattern, 
/ouldn't  it  be  fine  if  others  would  have  a  similar  im- 
ilse?  Incidentally,  don't  you  think  that  class  ("For 
jood")  is  well  named? 


REMOVENG  MOUNTAINS 

THE  WORK  AT  LOST  CREEK  has  encountered  many 
handicaps,    but    the    workmen    concerned    seemingly 
never  heard  of  the  word  quit. 

When  funds  for  the  classroom  building  were  exhausted — 
yes  and  when  the  Mission  Board  had  borrowed  as  much  as 
they  felt  they  dared  to  go  on  with  the  undertaking — Dor- 
man  Ronk  inaugurated  a  logging  and  sawmill  program, 
designed  to  furnish  funds  to  repay  those  that  were  bor- 
rowed and,  if  possible,  to  resume  building. 

A  Do-It-Yourself  Program 

The  venture  required  considerable  equipment  and  or- 
ganization before  work  could  be  started;  but  these  ob- 
stacles, one  by  one,  were  surmounted.  Reverend  A.  T. 
Ronk,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa — Dorman's  uncle — gave  a  fine 
motor  to  be  used  in  the  sawmill;  Reverend  G.  T.  Ronk, 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa — another  uncle  of  Dorman's — 
crated  and  shipped  the  motor  to  Lost  Creek.  However, 
other  difficulties  were  encountered  with  the  machinery. 
There  were  breakdowns  and  hills — or  mountains — too  rug- 
ged for  the  trucks  to  negotiate  in  hauling  out  the  trees  to 
the  sawmill. 

With  characteristic  ingenuity,  Dorman  repaired  the 
temperamental  machinery;  then  not  to  be  stymied,  he 
made  a  road  around  the  mountain  with  a  bulldozer  (his 
own  property),  enabling  the  loggers  to  bring  the  timber 
to  the  sawmill.  This  house-that-Jack-built  sequence  even- 
tually fell  into  place,  and  at  present  things  are  operat- 
ing satisfactorily.  We  hope  these  favorable  conditions  con- 
tinue; but  they  have  resulted  only  from  hard  work,  cour- 
age and  considerable  prayer — between  jobs,  such  as  in- 
stalling a  furnace  for  the  Drushals,  putting  a  roof  on 
the  new  classroom  building,  etc. 

Now,  every  time  labor  or  material  is  needed  for  any- 
thing beyond  the  absolute  essentials  of  logging  and  saw- 
mill work,  the  Missionary  Board  office  is  obliged  to  reply, 
"No  funds  available."  We  dislike  halting  operations  in 
this  manner,  when  there  is  someone  so  willing  and  so 
capable  on  the  job;  but  you  can't  pick  water  lilies  on 
the  desert — or  in  other  words,  we  can't  pay  out  what 
doesn't   come   in. 

If  our  workman  can  remove  mountains,  why  don't  we 
come  up  with  what  it  takes  to  perform  some  further  mir- 
acles ? 

Incidentally,  the  people  of  the  Lost  Creek  community 
are  becoming  greatly  encouraged  by  the  developments 
and  indicate  a  desire  to  give  the  program  further  help — 
but  more  of  that  later.  A  detailed  account  of  their  home- 
coming will  appear  in  subsequent  issues  of  this  paper. 
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on  to   Gettysburg,  death,  defeat  and  a  place  in  history. 
The   Grossnickles  were   strong  Union  sympathizers. 

He  remembers  keenly  the  day  of  the  scythe,  with 
which  they  cut  their  hay;  the  cradle  by  which  they  cut 
their  wheat,  and  the  flails  by  which  it  was  threshed. 
The  hard  raised  wheat  of  those  days  brought  from  50 
to  75  cents  per  bushel.  He  said  to  the  writer,  "I  am 
never  sick,  and  have  never  been  a  patient  in  a  hospital 
and  was  always  ambitious.  Why,  when  night  came  I  was 
so  ambitious  that  I  wished  it  was  morning  that  I  might 
continue  to  work."  One  incident  he  tells  of  his  younger 
days  was  when  they  missed  train  connections,  in  Hagers- 
town.  So,  not  to  be  thwarted,  they  started  the  long  trek 
over  the  mountain  on  foot.  As  the  sun  was  coming  over 
the  hills,  they  had  walked  all  night,  reaching  their  home 
on  the  Catoctin.  A  recent  Doctor  gave  him  a  perfect 
bill  of  health,  stating  that  no  medicine  was  needed.  The 
habits  of  his  farming  days,  of  rising  at  5:30  and  going 
to  bed  at  sundown,  are  still  observed.  Part  of  his  time 
is  spent  with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Elmer  Leatherman  (Car- 
rie) at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania.  President  Eisenhower 
is  an  Honorary  member  of  the  Barlow  (near  Gettysburg) 
Fire  Department.  Mr.  Grossnickle  is  also  an  honorary 
member  and  one  of  his  ambitions  is  to  meet  and  shake 
hands   with  the   President. 

To  all  he  is  a  living  example  of  a  hearty  and  sturdy 
stock  dating  back  to  those  who  settled  Frederick  county 
when  it  was  a  wilderness,  possessing  a  strong  religious 
sense  and  a  physical  stamina  that  places  them  in  Fred- 
erick County  History  among  the  successful  farm  and 
church  folk.  In  fact,  many  of  the  names  on  the  mail 
boxes  are  Grossnickles,  Leathermen,  or  Harshman,  de- 
scendants of  these  three  pioneer  families,  who  braved  the 
dangers  of  the  wilderness,  and  accepted  its  challenge  to 
successfully  establish  homes  for  themselves  and  suc- 
ceeding generations.  Their  original  libraries  were  small, 
consisting  mainly  of  an  almanac,  perhaps  Saur's  and  the 
German  Bible.  What  they  lacked  in  books,  they  stored 
up  in  their  minds  and  hearts. 

They  cut  the  trees  from  the  hillsides,  accomplishing 
two  things;  making  a  place  to  farm  and  making  for 
themselves  dwelling  places.  Later  on  they  quarried  and 
shaped  the  limestone  rock,  of  which  there  was  an  abun- 
dance, and  erected  their  strong  thick  walled  houses.  A 
writer  for  the  FREDERICK  POST,  after  a  visit  to  the 
Grossnickle  Centenarian,  stated,  "One  need  go  no  farther 
than  the  old  Grossnickle  homestead,  which  is  situated 
one  mile  beyond  the  church  which  bears  the  family 
name  (Grossnickle  Church  of  the  Brethren)  to  see  the 
evidence  of  his  skill  in  farming.  The  stone  mansion  house 
centers  the  set  of  buildings  which  in  times  have  been 
referred  as  as  one  of  the  most  complete  set  for  farm- 
ing in  the  area.  An  auxiliary  frame  house  built  over  a 
spring  is  unique  with  its  kitchen  and  working  quarters. 
It  was  related  for  years  the  family  used  the  auxiliary 
unit  as  such  (cooking,  eating  and  laundry)  and  then 
climbed  the  hillside  to  the  mansion  for  sleeping."  The 
house  is  well  kept  and  looks  as  though  it  could  well  be 
the  birthplace  of  another  Centenarian,  and  watch  him 
or  her   reach  that   figure.   It  might  be   stated   that  Mr. 


Mr.  Grossnickle  reading  his  Bible 

— Photo  by  Freeman  Ankrum. 


Grossnickle  is  well  aware  of  his  place  upon  the  sum; 
mit  of  the  years  and  knows  approximately  the  numbe^ 
who  reach   that   peak  each   year. 

We  asked  him  about  the  changes  in  the  life  of  tbi 
church  as  he  had  witnessed  it  over  the  long  span  c 
years.  "Some  are  good  and  some  are  not  so  good,"  1 
stated.  He  feels  that  the  "Free  Ministry,"  as  practic^ 
in  the  early  days  of  the  church,  has  its  merits.  Th 
meant  that  a  congregation  member  who  felt  the  urge 
preach  would  be  selected  or  elected  to  the  Ministry,  ta; 
ing  their  turns  in  the  pulpit.  Their  livelihood  was  car( 
for  by  their  own  efforts. 

When  we  stated  that  we  had  recently  baptized  o: 
whom  he  knew,  he  asked  with  a  twinkle  in  his  ey 
"Where  did  you  baptize  him?"  The  answer  was  "pel 
haps  we  had  better  not  discuss  that  matter."  He  HI 
many  of  another  day,  and  perhaps  some  of  today  fe 
that  baptisms  should  always  be  administered  in  a  ru: 
ning  creek. 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  first  Mrs.  Grossnickle  di( 
May  19,  1884  and  rests  in  the  hillside  cemetery  hard  1 
the  Grossnickle  church.  It  was  in  1887  that  Mr.  Gros 
nickle  was  married  for  the  second  time.  Pioneers  of  tl 
church  and  community  are  sleeping  their  last  sleep  up( 
the  rolling  hillsides  overlooking  the  present  church  in  t) 
beautiful  valley  through  which  flows  the  talkatr 
Catoctin,  as  it  has  flowed  for  no  man  knows  how  lonj 
Man  may  be  old  at  100  years  but  it  is  perhaps  youiij 
at  a   thousand  years.  • 

Time  demands  dictated  that  this  visit  be  terminate  i 
He  was  told  that  pictures  were  desired  to  which  he  rea 
ily  consented.  Material  and  information  were  not  e 
hausted  but  other  demands  were  upon  the  time  of  tho 
visiting  and  interviewing.  Rev.  Strickler  in  an  aside  i 
we  were  planning  for  the  pictures  stated  to  the  writ<{ 
that  when  he  visited  him  he  always  liked  to  close  tj 


DECEMBER  8,  1956 


PAGE  NINE 


devotions  with  The  Lord's  Prayer  in  which  Mr.  Gross- 
nickle  took  part.  Pictures  in  several  positions  with  his 
favorite  book,  the  Bible,  and  his  church  magazine  were 
taken. 

He  was  told  when  this  article  was  slated  to  be  out. 
He  and  his  daughter  were  much  interested.  After  looking 
over  the  beautiful  valley,  and  down  upon  the  village  of 
Myersville,  we  retired  to  his  room.  Here  he  seated  him- 
self in  his  favorite  chair.  It  might  be  of  interest  to  the 
reader  to  know  when  he  was  asked  about  his  reading 
stated  that  "he  could  read  large  print  without  his 
glasses."  The  writer  led  in  the  devotions,  following  which 
Rev.  Strickler,  his  Pastor,  led  in  the  Our  Father.  With 
a  strong  voice  the  Dunker  Centenarian  joined  in  with 
us  in  the  prayer  prayed  for  so  many  generations  as  a 
close  to   the   prayers   in   the   Dunker  church. 

A  writer  has  said,  "To  many  of  this  county,  with 
lesser  years  of  living  he  is  a  legend — his  deeply  religious 
beliefs,  his  arduous  labor,  his  community  spirit,  his 
plain  and  frugal  living  making  him  in  character  one  of 
the  strongest,  in  wealth,  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
and  in  respect,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  his  time. 
The  whole  northwest  county  bears  his  mark — the  farms 
carry  his  distinctive  ability  as  an  agriculturist;  a  church 
bears  his  family  name  and  his  kin  is  heavily  spread 
over  the  Myersville,  Highland,  Wolfsville  area.  Even 
those  not  related  to  him  in  name   (though  many  of  the 


mail  boxes  are  signed  with  Grossnickle)  can  trace  their 
history  to  his  bearing  or  that  of  his  family."  The  second 
Mrs.   Grossnickle   died  April  8,   1945. 

Though  he  knows  he  has  been  favored  above  many  of 
the  human  race,  he  looks  to  God  in  his  deep  religious 
conviction  as  the  author  and  the  giver  of  his  numerous 
blessings.  His  outlook  upon  life  is  not  that  of  a  man 
who  carries  five  score  years  but  one  who  has  still  many 
years  for  his  use.  Though  life's  sun  is  sinking  low,  and 
the  hills  of  time  cast  their  shadows  daily  longer  and 
longer  across  his  path,  he  looks  forward  with  a  faith 
that  shall  bring  him  to  a  land  where  hymn  writer  so 
ably  states,  "we  shall  never  grow  old."  As  has  been 
previously  stated,  he  retires  to  his  room  at  sundown, 
going  to  bed.  Those  not  yet  ready  to  retire  may  hear 
him  singing  the  old  hymns  of  the  church.  Finally  the 
voice  becomes  lower  and  lower,  and  then  it  is  realized 
as  is  his  habit  that  he  has  sung  himself  to  sleep.  With 
the  words  of  the  prayer  together  still  fresh  in  our  ears 
we  shook  hands  with  him  and  stated  that  we  hoped  to 
meet  with  him  when  he  had  turned  another  marker  of 
the  years  and  had  become  one  hundred  and  one  years  of 
age.  To  say  we  left  inspired  would  be  lightly  stating 
the  situation.  May  God  continue  to  bless  the  one  who  has 
been  so  faithful  to  Him  over  so  long  a  span  of  time.  The 
Dunker  Centenarian. 

St.  James,  Maryland. 


A  Letter  from  Ed  Miller 

(Editor's  Note:  The  Editor  has  received  the  follow- 
ing personal  letter  from  Brother  Ed  Miller,  the  major 
portion  of  which  we  would  like  to  share  with  Evangelist 
readers.  Brother  Miller  tells  of  his  experience  when 
stricken  with  a  heart  attack,  and  of  his  marvelous  re- 
covery.) 

"Dear  Brother  Benshoff : 

"Just  a  little  personal  note  in  which  I  can  say  I  am 
feeling  fine  and  about  ready  to  go  back  on  the  job  full 
time.  I  had  a  severe  attack  Sunday  A.  M.,  Sept.  23rd. 
In  a  short  time  I  was  in  the  hospital  at  Woodstock.  By 
morning,  my  three  daughters  from  the  D.  C.  area  were 
on  hand,  and  I  was  given  full-time  nursing  care  and 
the  best  of  medical  attention.  I  spent  four  weeks  in  the 
h.ospital.  I  returned  home  Oct.  20,  and  the  next  evening 
conducted  the  regular  fall  Communion  service  unto  a 
house  full  of  communicants.  Then  I  came  to  Chevy  Chase 
jto  spend  some  time  recuperating  at  the  home  of  my 
jdaughter,  Edna  Lois,  Mrs.  Pitch,  a  nurse  of  22  years  ex- 
perience, for  2^/^  years  supervisor  of  the  big  Sibley  hos- 
pital in  Washington  and  for  the  past  5  years  a  Public 
Health  Supervisor  in  Washington.  I  note  this  latter  to 
let  you  know  I  am  getting  the  best  of  care. 

"I  was  home  for  Sunday  services  last  week-end  and 
expect  to  be  there  again  this  week-end.  The  folks  have 
been  very  considerate  of  me,  and  I  appreciate  it  very 
iiuch." 

j  (Brother  Miller  continues  with  an  account  of  a  funer- 
al for  Mr.  Hepner,  Jr.,  of  his  church  for  whom  he  held 
services  Sunday  afternoon,  Nov.  4th.)  "Yes,  it  was  a  dif- 


ficult situation  for  a  fellow  just  recently  on  his  pins. 
But  the  Lord  strengthened,  and  I  got  through  with  no 
serious  ill  effects.  The  funeral  was  one  of  the  largest 
I  have  conducted  down  here,  and  I  have  had  many  real 
large  ones. 

"The  work  at  Maurertown  is  going  along  real  nicely. 
Our  S.  S.  is  a  well  organized  affair  and  has  an  atten- 
dance in  the  160's,  and  runs  higher  at  times.  That  in  a 
village  of  about  135  to  140.  The  W.  M.  S.  Sr.  and  W.  M. 
S.  Jr.  are  very  active,  as  are  the  Mary  and  Martha  and 
the  Laymen.  It  makes  a  pastor  feel  good  to  see  all  at 
work. 

"Just  this  week  the  Church  and  S.  S.  are  converting 
the  coal  furnace  in  the  parsonage  to  oil,  and  installing  a 
new  water  heater.  This  will  make  for  cleanliness,  ease 
of  opei'ation  and  comfort,  with  better  and  more  even 
heat.  For  this  the  pastor  is  very  thankful,  as  he  gets 
going  again. 

"Because  of  the  pastor  being  taken  out  of  the  picture 
these  past  weeks,  the  Church  decided  to  postpone  our  an- 
nual revival  services  which  were  to  begin  October  22  with 
Bro.  John  T.  Byler  as  Evangelist.  We  are  hoping  to 
have  him  a  little  later  when  the  parson  can  be  on  the 
job  with  him. 

(Brother  Miller  continues  by  telling  of  the  acquisition 
of  a  plot  of  ground  to  the  south  of  the  Church).  "This  is 
badly  needed  for  parking  purposes,  etc.  The  deed  will  be 
approved  at  our  next  Board  meeting. 

"Hope  you  can  read  my  scribbling.  Editors  and  school 
teachers  must  be  able  to  X'ead  anything.  I  found  that  out. 
Best  to  all,  Love  as  ever. 

Only  Bro.  Ed." 
Maurertown,  Virginia. 
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FROM    LOREE    TO    HUNTINGTON 

Moving  day  is  indeed  quite  an  experience  for  anyone, 
and  especially  for  a  pastor.  In  thirty-six  years  of  minis- 
try we  have  moved  six  times.  My  wife  says,  she  moves 
and  I  go  along,  which  has  some  truth,  but  I  do  try  to 
help  some.  However  this  is  a  church  report  and  not  the 
incidentals    of   life. 

It  has  been  my  conviction  that  when  a  man  is  ordained 
to  the  gospel  ministry,  it  is  of  sufficient  importance  and 
the  need  for  it  so  great  that  it  requires  all  his  time  and 
talent  to  diligently  serve.  After  so  many  years  in  the 
city  it  was  a  bit  different  in  a  rural  community,  for  Loree 
is  a  rural  church,  formerly  only  half  time  preaching,  but 
the  last  few  years  a  full  time  program.  It  is  a  good  con- 
gregation with  a  nice  church  and  parsonage  but  strictly 
rural.  Of  course  I  was  of  the  herdman  of  (Tekoa)  Illi- 
nois, and  was  quite  at  home  in  the  country.  We  had  a 
fruitful  pastorate  of  five  years,  receiving  76  new  mem- 
bers into  the  church;  a  number  of  very  fine  new  fami- 
lies. This  seems  rather  small  to  me  for  having  received 
that  number  in  one  year  at  various  times  in  city  work 
where  there  is  a  center  of  population  and  many  to  reach, 
but  Loree  has  no  center  of  population  from  which  to 
draw.  It  is  a  fertile  farming  area  and  some  live  in  the 
community  and  have  employment  in  the  nearby  cities, 
making  a  very  substantial  and  prosperous  community. 
Leaving  a  congregation  is  not  just  moving,  for  a  pas- 
toral relation  is  the  most  intimate  and  tender  of  all  life's 
relations,  and  you  do  not  wipe  your  mouth  and  say, 
"Well,  goodbye,  we're  going  to  leave  you,"  for  you  es- 
tablish friendships  that  never  lose  their  interest. 

There  is  a  challenge  in  a  new  field,  and  Huntington  is 
that  challenge  to  us.  We  are  very  nicely  located  and  the 
church  here  has  received  us  warmly,  with  so  many  kind 
v/ords  of  appreciation.  In  a  city  of  15,000  there  are 
plenty  of  prospects  and  opportunities  for  service  which 
we  shall  seek  to  develope  and  turn  to  profit  in  the  Lord's 
work. 

This  church  has  not  grown  as  it  should,  but  that  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  anticipate  a  response  from 
the  people  of  Huntington  that  we  have  found  elsewhere. 
The  Lord  has  always  prospered  our  labor  and  we  have 
faith  to  believe  He  will  do  so  here.  Here  we  find  some 
of  the  finest  folk  and  expect  to  add  to  that  number. 
Churches  are  not  for  the  employment  of  preachers,  but 
preachers  are  for  the  purpose  of  building  churches.  Our 
great  task  is  to  reach  people  for  Christ  and  salvation 
and  to  build  them  up  in  that  most  holy  faith. 

Rev.  Horace  Huse  has  moved  to  Loree  and  we  offer 
our  good  wishes  and  prayers  for  a  joyous  and  fruitful 
pastorate  there.   Our  predecessor  here,  is  now  teaching 


in  the  public  schools  at  Convoy,  Ohio,  near  Van  Wert,  j 
We  believe  the  world  greatly  needs  the  whole  gospel  i 
message  which  the  Brethren  church  is  set  to  declare.  ', 
Certainly  we  should  have  more  preachers  and  churches  | 
working  at  so  great  a  task  till  the  Lord  returns  in  glory,  j 

Claud  Studebaker, 

506  E.   State  St.,  Huntington,  Indiana. 


REVIVAL  MEETING  AT  CUMBERLAND,  MARYLAND ! 

After  two  weeks  of  Cottage  Prayer  Meetings,  and  four 
weeks  of  mailing  Mid-week  Letters  relating  to  the  pro- ' 
posed  campaign,  our  two  week  meeting  was  opened  on  The  i 
Lord's  Day,  October  7th,  1956,  by  Rev.  David  Clarke  : 
White  as  our  evangelist,  and  Mr.  William  Dively,  Berlin, , 
Pa.,  as  Director  of  Congregational  Singing.  I 

The  Second  Sunday  of  the  Revival  was  marked  by  ourj 
Annual  Harvest-Home-Coming  at  2:30  P.  M.,  which  wasi 
preceded  by  a  Carry-in  Basket  Dinner  in  the  Church] 
Dining  Rooms.  The  Rev.  Ralph  Mills,  Minister,  The  Breth- 
ren Church,  Berlin,  was  our  Guest  Speaker  at  the  af-i 
ternoon  Service,  which  was  well  attended  and  apparently  i 
enjoyed  by  all  present. 

"Special  Music"  was  featured  at  each  service  through- 
out the  meeting.  In  addition  to  Mr.  Dively  and  his 
"Christian"  trombone,  we  had  special  numbers  from  the 
Berlin  Brethren  Church,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Wm, 
Dively,  Sr.;  the  Fort  Hill  A  cappella  Choir;  the  Fort  HilJi 
Boys'  Quartette,  accompanied  and  directed  by  Prof.  Har-I 
old  Hansen;  Frank  Coffman,  Baritone  Soloist,  with  violir' 
obligato  by  James  Delhi,  an  accomplished  violinist. 

Our  much  loved  Brother  D.  C.  White  lived  up  to  hisj 
reputation  as  a  preacher  of  the  Holy  Word,  in  his  force-j 
ful  dynamic  manner,  which  was  evidenced  by  the  mosl 
careful  attention  given  by  his  hearers  at  each  service  ( 
Services  were  well  attended.  However  due  to  the  fact  thali 
ours  is  the  14th  congregation  within  a  radius  of  6  blocksi 
this  field  is  rather  thoroughly  covered,  and  it  seems  tc 
grow  more  difficult  each  year  to  bring  into  the  service! 
the  unsaved.  However  Brother  White's  messages  did  not 
pass  by  unheeded,  and  4  additions  were  made  to  th< 
Congregation  by  baptism  and  confirmation  on  the  las1 
day  of  the  meeting,  for  which  we  are  truly  grateful. 

The  two  weeks  of  evangelistic  services  were  brough'i 
to  a  close  with  observance  of  our  Fall  Three-fold  Com 
munion  on  the  evening  of  October  21st  in  which  Brothe; 
White  assisted  the  Pastor;  this  service  was  well  attended 
The  four  newly  added  members  of  the  Congregation  re 
ceived  their  first  communion  at  this  service.  We  an 
praying  for  a  continued  ingathering  of  souls. 
Most  sincerely  in  His  Service, 

L,  O.  McCartneysmith,  Minister, 
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HEPNER.  Lloyd  E.  Hepner,  Jr.,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lloyd  E.  Hepner,  Sr.,  of  Woodstock,  Va.,  died  suddenly 
of  a  heart  attack  about  mid-night,  Oct.  31st.  He  was 
aged  39  years,  10  months,  and  5  days.  Also  survived  by 
his  wife,  Margaret,  by  six  children  all  under  the  age  of 
15  years,  and  one  sister.  Services  were  held  by  the  un- 
dersigned on  Sunday,  November  4th  in  the  Bellinger 
Funeral  Home,  Woodstock,  with  an  overflowing  crowd 
of  relatives  and  friends  present.  Rev.  E.  B.  Wolford, 
Pastor  Woodstock  Christian  Church,  assisted  in  the  ser- 
vice. 

E.  L.  Miller,  Pastor. 


Johnstown,  by  the  pastor,  assisted  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Brant 
and  Rev.  George  Jones,  of  Vinco  and  Second  Brethren 
Churches,  "respectively.  The  two  Stiffler  families  named 
here  are  not  related. 

Clarence  A.   Stogsdill. 

*     *     * 

HENDRIX.  Funeral  services  for  Charles  Hendrix,  a 
member  of  long  standing  in  the  Burlington  Brethren 
church,  were  conducted  by  his  pastor  October  1,  1956.  He 
was  active  and  faithful  in  attendance  in  the  Burlington 
church  for  many  years.  He  was  a  contender  for  the  Breth- 
ren faith.  He  had  suffered  from  a  lingering  illness  for 
several  years.  He  left  his  family  well  anchored  in  the 
faith.  His  going  leaves  a  vacant  spot  in  the  community 
as  well  as  the  pews  of  the  Burlington  Brethren  Church. 

Floyd  Sibert. 


WISMAN.  Mrs.  Luella  Wisman,  90,  widow  of  Joseph 
Wisman  one  of  the  town  of  Edinburg's  most  beloved  res- 
idents died  Sept.  30,  1956.  Mrs.  Wisman,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Maphis  was  born  at  St.  Luke,  West  of  Wood- 
iStock,  Virginia.  Life-long  member  of  the  Brethren  church. 
|In  1882,  she  married  Joseph  F.  Wisman.  Their  six  chil- 
dren survive  along  with  seventeen  grandchildren  and 
twenty-eight  great  grandchildren  and  one  great-great 
igrandchild.  Funei-al  services  for  this  godly  and  well-loved 
'woman  were  conducted  Oct.  2,  by  the  undersigned,  and 
,the  Rev.  Lawrence  Helsley  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, in  the  Bellinger  Funeral  Chapel  of  Woodstock,  and 
her  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  lot  in  the  St. 
Luke  Cemetery.  Her  grandsons   served  as  pallbearers. 

John  F.  Locke. 


KISLING.  Herman  B.  Kisling  was  born  74  years  ago 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Church  of  which  he  be- 
came a  member  in  his  youth.  About  twenty-five  years  ago 
he  moved  with  his  family  to  Waynesboro,  Virginia.  He 
iwas  diligent  in  his  work  and  was  spared  any  lingering 
illness,  working  until  the  day  of  his  departure.  Funeral 
services  conducted  Sunday  Afternoon  October  7  by  the 
undersigned.  Interment  in  the  family  lot  in  the  Mt.  Olive 
phurch  Cemetery.  Appropriate  music  for  the  services 
was  provided  by  the  Mt.  Olive  Church  choir.  Brother 
Kisling  is  survived  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Robert  Shope 
with  whom  he  made  his  home. 

John  F.  Locke,  Pastor  Mt.  Olive  Brethren 

Church,  McGaheysville,  Va. 


I  STIFFLER.  Edward  Thomas  Stiffler,  five  day  old  son 
bf  Ronald  and  Ruth  Stiffler,  members  of  Johnstown  Third 
Brethren  Church,  died  Monday,  September  17,  and  was 
auried  the  next  day  in  the  Benshoff  Hill  Cemetery.  Ser- 
|dces  were  conducted  at  the  grave  side  by  the  pastor.. 

i  ^:         Hf         ^: 

I  STIFFLER.  Roy  Stiffler,  member  of  Johnstovm  Third 
Brethren  Church,  passed  to  the  next  life  after  an  illness 
of  several  weeks.  He  first  was  stricken  with  a  heart  at- 
jiack  in  Florida  where  he  and  Mrs.  Stiffler  were  living 
it  the  time,  and  after  a  few  weeks  was  transferred  to 
Raymond  Hospital  in  Johnstown,  where  he  died  Septem- 
ber 21,  1956.  Services  held  at  the  Picking  Funeral  Home, 


STUCKEY.  Virgil  Stuckey  was  born  Feb.  17,  1906,  and 
passed  to  his  eternal  reward  Nov.  9,  1956,  at  his  home 
near  Massillon,  Ohio.  Survived  by  his  wife  and  two 
brothers,  M.  A.  Stuckey  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  Fred 
Stuckey,  of  Alliance,  Ohio.  Member  Brethren  Church, 
Louisville,  Ohio.  Funeral  services  by  the  pastor  in  Mas- 
sillon, with  burial  in  Calvary  cemetery,  Massillon. 

L.  V.  King. 

*     *     * 

SMITH.  Mrs.  John  (Grace)  Smith,  of  Hagerstovra,  Md., 
died  Tuesday  morning,  November  13th  after  an  illness 
of  several  weeks.  Had  long  been  a  member  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Hagerstown.  Survived  by  her  hus- 
band; a  daughter,  Mrs.  Ella  Smith  Bowman;  a  sister, 
Mrs.  Braden  Ridenour.  Funeral  services  conducted  by 
Rev.  BeWitt  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Hagerstown  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  on  November  16th. 
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MERBOTH-LAW.  Eva  Rose  Merboth,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wayne  Merboth,  Lanark,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Bon  Law  of  Savanna,  Illinois  in  the  First 
Brethren  Church,  Lanark,  111.  at  2:00  P.  M.  on  October  14. 
Mrs.  Law  has  been  serving  on  the  Sunday  School  staff 
as  a  teacher  for  the  past  two  years.  Presently  they  are 
living  in  Lanark. 

H.  F.  Berkshire. 


MILLER- WEIDENHAMER.  The  double  ring  ceremony, 
read  by  Rev.  Robert  L.  Hoffman,  pastor,  united 
in  marriage  Miss  Maryln  Ruth  Miller,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bwight  L.  Miller,  of  Smithville,  and  Laurence 
E.  Weidenhamer,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  E.  Weiden- 
hamer,  of  Ashland.  The  ceremony  took  place  in  the 
Smithville  Brethren  Church,  in  the  presence  of  many  rel- 
atives and  friends,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  August  26th. 
A  reception  for  300  guests  was  held  in  the  church  dining 
room.  The  bride  is  a  Sophomore  at  Ashland  College,  and 
the  groom  is  a  Junior  at  Ashland  College.  They  are  re- 
siding at  621%  Claremont  Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST! 


Vrayer  llieeting 
Studies 

]By  G.  T.  §ilmev 


A  CANDLE 

A  candle  is  a  lovely  thing 

To  light  for  Him  tonight, 
A  brave  white  candle  straight  and  tall 

To  make  the  darkness  bright. 
So  white  He  was,  so  tall  and  straight 

That  all  the  world  was  lit, 
A  pathway  widening  out  ahead. 

As  He  walked  into  it. 
A  candle  burning  in  the  night, 

A  symbol  of  the  One 
Who  shed  a  glow  of  radiant  light 

Until  His  work  was  done. 

— Author  Unknown. 

WE  ARE  TOLD  that  conscience  is  the  candle  of  the 
Lord  fixed  in  the  human  breast,  and  is  the  natural 
light  that  makes  us  sensible  of  right  and  wrong  (Prov. 
20:27).  But  conscience  is  not  a  sure  guide  unless  it  is 
enlightened  by  the  Word  of  God  and  governed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  (Psalm  18:28).  When  first  the  Holy  Spirit 
enlightens  the  conscience  there  is  conviction  of  sin  and 
of  one's  dire  need  of  the  Savior  (Acts  16:30).  It  is 
through  the  candle  of  grace  that  we  are  rescued,  that 
the  lost  is  found  (Luke  15:8).  Christ  is  as  a  search  light 
to  seek  the  lost  (Luke  19:10).  It  takes  the  Divine  Light 
to  find  the  helpless  and  to  judge  the  impenitent  (Ezek. 
34:16).  The  Light  that  condemns  the  impenitent  (John 
3:19-21)  furnishes  a  warm  welcome  to  the  penitent 
(Luke  15:22). 

The  rescued,  in  turn,  become  candles  for  the  Lord 
(Matt.  5:14-16).  Such  candles  are  counted  on  to  furnish 
a  clear,  pure  light  to  a  benighted  world   (Phil.  2:14-16), 

HIS  LAMP  AM  I 

To  shine  where  He  shall  say; 
And  lamps  are  not  for  sunny  rooms 

Nor  for  the  light  of  day. 
But  for  dark  places  of  the  earth 

Where  shame,  wrong  and  crime  have  birth,      ■-- 
Or  for  the  murky  twilight  gray 

Where  wandering  sheep  have  gone  astray, 
Or  where  the  light  of  faith  grows  dim 

And  souls  are  groping  after  Him. 
And  as  sometimes  a  flame  we  find 

Clear-shining  through  the  night. 
So  bright  we  do  not  see  the?  lamp 

But  only  see  the  light. 
So  may  I  shine — His  life  the  flame- 
That  men  may  glorify  His  name. 

— Annie  Johnson  Flint. 

The  light  of  nature  and  the  spark  of  reason  may 
furnish  a  routine  through  an  earthly  life-time  in  this 
world,  but  they    will'  never    light    us    into    Eternity    in 


safety,  and  when  death  comes  we  shall  have  no  ligh' 
(Job  18:6).  Without  the  Christ  as  the  Light  for  the  sou  j 
(John  8:12),  death  will  come  and  then  no  light  can  b(; 
obtained  (Matt.  25:8;  Luke  13:25-27).  If  the  light  thaij 
is  in  us  be  darkness  (Matt.  6:23b;  Luke  11:35)  onlj' 
perdition  can  possibly  be  our  destiny  (Matt.  7:21-23) 
But  for  those  who  are  followers  of  "THE  TRUE  LIGHT' ' 
(John  1:9)  there  is  a  bright  and  glorious  future  (Rev  j 
22:5).  : 

The  candlestick  speaks  of  Christ  (Heb.  9:2),  of  th(i 
Church  (Rev.  1:13,  20),  and  of  Christ's  followers  (Matt 
5:14-16). 

"The  lamp  is  a  text  for  young  and  old,  | 

Who  seek,  in  a  world  of  pride, 
To  shine  for  their  Lord  and  to  show  Him  forth 

And  never  their  light  to  hide. 
You  are  the  lantern,  a  thing  of  naught. 

But   Christ  is   the   Light  inside." 


Studj/wg  the  Mle  CcsscM  \ 

William   H.  Anderson 

Lesson  for  December  16,  1956 

THE  WAY  OF  CHRISTIAN  LOVE 

Lesson:  I  Corinthians  13 

WITHOUT  LOVE  all  else  is  meaningless.  Dr.  A.  B, 
Simpson  said  that  the  graceful  robe  of  a  Hindi 
woman  is  fastened  upon  her  person  entirely  by  meani 
of  a  single  knot.  The  long  strip  of  cloth  is  wound  arounc 
her  person  so  as  to  fall  in  graceful  folds  like  a  mad<; 
garment,  and  the  end  is  fastened  by  a  little  knot,  anc 
the  whole  thing  hangs  by  that  single  fastening.  If  tha' 
were  loosed  the  robe  would  fall.  And  so  in  the  spiritua 
life  our  habits  of  grace  are  likened  unto  garments.  LOVE 
is  the  crowning  adornment,  the  knot  that  holds  all  els< 
together. 

The  LOVE  chapter,  I  Corinthians  13,  is  a  precioui 
gem  set  between  chapters  12  and  14.  In  these  three  chap 
ters  Paul  discusses  Spiritual  gifts.  The  Church  at  Corintl 
had  been  guilty  of  majoring  on  minors.  They  exalted  th(i 
lesser  gifts,  while  minimizing  the  more  important.  The 
most  highly  prized  gift,  said  Paul,  was  that  which  wouU 
benefit  the  church.  "Even  so  ye,  forasmuch,  as  ye  artj 
zealous  of  spiritual  gifts,  seek  that  ye  may  excel  to  thii| 
edifying  of  the  church"   (14:12).  j 

After  mentioning  a  number  of  the  Spiritual  gifts-; 
miracles,  healing,  helps,  speaking  in  tongues,  etc. — Pauj 
concludes  by  urging  the  Christians  to  "covet  eamestl;j 
the  best  gifts:  and  yet  shew  (teach)  I  unto  you  a  morl 
excellent  way  (path)."  In  this  way  he  introduces  chaptej 
13,  the  LOVE  chapter.  Thus  he  was  saying  that  of  all 
the  gifts,  the  greatest  is  LOVE;  and  of  all  the  pathway  j 
a  man  may  trod,  the  greatest  is  the  pathway  of  LOVIj 

LOVE,  as  used  in  this  passage,  means  Divine  LOVli 
It  is   the   same   word   used   in   John   3:16 — "For  God  sj 
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loved  the  world  ..."  As  such  it  is  divinely-inSpired  and 
can  only  come  from  God. 

.  .A  voice  without  LOVE  is  "as  sounding  brass,  or  a 
tinkling  cymbal."  I  may  be  able  to  express  myself  in 
all  clarity  and  all  sincerity,  but  if  I  do  it  without  the 
spirit  of  LOVE  I  will  fail  to  convey  my  message. 

A  faith  without  LOVE  will  avail  nothing,  though  it  be 
that   degree   of  faith   that   "could   remove   mountains." 

A  gift  without  LOVE  "proflteth  me  nothing"  in  God's 
sight.  For  without  the  spirit  of  LOVE  to  sanctify  it  and 
make  it  holy  it  will  simply  be  a  selfish  gift.  Even  the  he- 
roic act  of  sacrifice  may  be  selfishly  motivated,  for  says 
Rev.  H,  M.  Freligh,  "Sacrifice  without  LOVE  looks  to 
the  present  for  its  reward,  but  LOVE  sacrifices  not  for 
the  sake  of  reward  but  for  the  sake  of  its  Object,  Christ 
Jesus." 

When  all  is  said  and  done  it  will  be  LOVE  that  "never 
faileth."  It  will  be  LOVE  that  will  continue  to  exist  when 
all  else  is  gone. 

The  three  greatest  qualities  essential  to  Christian  liv- 
ing are  FAITH,  HOPE,  and  LOVE.  "But  the  greatest  of 
Ithese  is  LOVE." 

It  was  LOVE  thatj  sent  a  Savior  to  this  world  of  sin  and 

woe; 
It  was  LOVE  that  left  heaven's  portals,  and  came  down 
to  dwell  below; 
It  was  LOVE  that  stilled  the  waters  on  the  stormy  Gal- 
ilee; 

[t  was  LOVE  that  paid  sin's  ransom,  one  dark  day  on 
Calvary. 

LOVE  so  divine,  LOVE    so  sublime, 

LOVE  that  is  deeper  than  any  sea; 
LOVE  for  us  all,  0  how  can  it  be!" 


^unday  School  Suggestions 

The   Sunday   School  Board   of 
The  Brethren  Church 

by    Jerry  Flora 


A. 


LESSON  COMMENTARIES 

GOOD  LESSON  COMMENTARY  is  an  indispens- 
able tool  of  the  Sunday  school  teacher.  Anyone 
eaching  the  International  Uniform  Lessons  should  have 
•ne  of  these  valuable  volumes.  For  a  mere  6c  a  week  you 
hay  have  at  your  fingertips  lesson  explanations,  illustra- 
ions,  teaching  tips,  and  many  other  features.  And  they 
nake  excellent  Christmas  gifts  too! 

I  The  Standard  Lesson  Commentary  ($2.95)  is  the  one 
jve  recommend  for  our  Sunday  school  teachers.  This  com- 
mentary not  only  explains  the  lesson;  it  tells  how  to 
jeach  it.  It  takes  you  step  by  step  through  every  les- 
on  from  beginning  to  end.  It  also  contains  excellent  ar- 
icles  introducing  the  lessons  for  each  quarter  and  many 
lictures — something  unheard  of  in  Sunday  school  lesson 
{ommentaries.  This  book  is  available  in  quarterly  form 
^nder  the  name  Standard  Bible  Teacher  and  Leader  ($2.00 


a  year).  We  believe  it  is  the  most  practical  lesson  com- 
mentary on  the  market;  every  teacher  should  have  it. 

Peloubet's  Select  Notes  ($2.75),  now  in  its  83rd  year, 
is  probably  the  oldest  commentary  on  the  market.  Dr. 
Wilbur  M.  Smith,  one  of  America's  greatest  Bible  schol- 
ars, is  its  editor.  Dr.  Smith's  lesson  explanation  frequently 
covers  the  entire  lesson — not  just  the  part  printed  in 
the  quarterly.  (There's  a  big  difference!)  One  outstand- 
ing feature  is  Dr.  Smith's  recommendations  of  reference 
books  for  the  teacher.  This  is  a  fine  commentary,  con- 
taining some  of  the  best  notes  to  be  found  anywhere. 

Tarbell's  Teacher's  Guide  ($2.50)  is  likewise  one  of  the 
old  standbys.  This  commentary  is  similar  to  many  others, 
but  its  outstanding  point  is  its  illustrations.  For  the 
teacher  who  knows  his  Bible  and  knows  how  to  teach  it, 
but  needs  illustrative  material — this  is  the  commentary 
to  buy. 

Broadman  Comments  ($2.50)  is  a  product  of  the  South- 
ern Baptist  Convention.  Its  explanations  are  well  written 
and  easy  to  understand,  with  a  single  outline  included 
for  each  lesson.  Like  most  commentaries  it  lists  audio- 
visual  resources  for  the  lessons. 

The  Douglass  Sunday  School  Lessons  ($2.95)  are  edited 
by  Earl  L.  Douglass,  whose  syndicated  religious  news- 
paper column  is  the  most  widely  read  in  the  country. 
This  commentary  contains  the  lesson  text,  explanation 
and  lesson  plan,  hints  to  teachers,  and  audio-visual  sug- 
gestions. 

Arnold's  Commentary  ($2.25)  is  edited  by  a  minister, 
but  laymen  also  write  parts  of  it.  This  volume  begins 
with  several  pages  of  general  editorials  and  ends  with  a 
brief  Bible  dictionary — a  feature  we  have  not  seen  in 
any  other  commentary. 

There  are  several  other  well-known  lesson  commen- 
taries on  the  market,  such  as  The  International  Lesson 
Annual  ($2.95),  Higley's  Sunday  School  Commentary 
($2.25),  and  The  Gist  of  the  Lesson   (75c). 

Good  lesson  preparation  is  the  key  to  good  lesson 
teaching.  Commentaries  such  as  those  recommended 
above  are  indispensable  helps  in  preparing  your  Sunday 
school  lesson.  Start  now  to  get  ready  for  1957;  invest 
in  a  lesson  commentary  for  yourself,  or  give  one  to  your 
teacher  for   Christmas.   You'll  be   glad  you  did! 


Your  Offerings? 


Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Treasurers, 
also  please  note: 

WHITE   GIFT   OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  Henry  Bates,  Treasurer  of  the 
Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  and  ad- 
dress to  Rev.  Henry  Bates,  404  N.  Wayne  St.,  North  Man- 
chester, Indiana. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELISI 


NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth  Director 


BILLY    BOOTH   HAS   "A-ROVE" 

WES  SIR,  BILLY  BOOTH  IS  HERE!!  Two  weeks  ago 
1  I  told  you  of  his  coming  to  be  a  helper  on  the 
Brethren  Youth  staff,  and  now  he  is  here  and  hard  at 
work.  We  have  needed  more  help  in  the  Brethren  Youth 
office  and  on  the  road  too,  so  his  arrival  was  most  wel- 
come to  us  here  in  Ashland.  But  I  guess  I'd  better  do 
this  up  right  with  a  special  announcement. 

LA DIES   AND   GEN TLEMEN:    I    take    great 

pleasure  in  presenting  the  newest  member  of  the  Breth- 
ren Youth  staff, 

BILLY  BOOTH,  THE  BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Billy  is  a  real  regular  fellow  who  is  vitally  interested 
in  seeing  all  phases  of  Brethren  Youth  work  go  forward. 
You'll  see  him  a  little  bit  of  everywhere  helping  with 
publicity,  special  announcements,  and  the  regular  pro- 
grams. He's  going  to  lead  the  way  for  future  advance- 
ment and  show  us  how  our  youth  work  should  move 
forward.  I  hope  you  get  to  know  him  real  well,  and  tell 
others  about  his  existence  too. 

But  enough  of  my  words.  Here's  Billy  to  speak  for 
himself  with  a  special  announcement. 

"Folks,  I'm  Billy  Booth,  the  Brethren  Youth.  Thanks 
for  lettin'  me  talk  with  you  for  a  couple  of  moments 
because  I  have  something  real  important-like  to  say.  Now 
get  this — I  have  mailed  to  all  Brethren  pastors,  youth 
directors,  and  B.  Y.  C.  advisors  a  copy  of  the  one  and 
only 

BRETHREN  YOUTH  CRUSADERS'  HANDBOOK 

This  is  what  you've  been  looking  for    and    asking 

about. 

It  answers  such  questions  as: 

Where    can    we    order    program    materials    for   our 
meeting? 

Is  there  a  B.  Y.  Installation  Service  for  new  mem- 
bers? 

How  can  we  organize  a  youth  group  irj  our  church? 

What  are  the  B.  Y.  Goals  for  this  year? 

Do  you  have  any  Christmas  plays  ? 

What  is  our  National  Project  for  1957? 

"And,  what's  better,  this  HANDBOOK  is  absolutely 
free!!  Nothing  down  and  nothing  to  pay!!  All  I  ask  is 
that  your  B.Y.C.  group  uses  it.  For  it  will  be  absolutely 
useless  if  it  lies  unopened  on  your  desk,  in  your  file,  or 
under  the  latest  issue  of  Life  magazine  on  your  coffee 
table. 

"That's  enough  'gab*  for  now — watch  for  me  on  the 
cover  of  your  B.Y.  HANDBOOK,  and  we'll  go  on  from 
there.  I'll  see  ya  later." 


Well,  Brethren,  that's  Billy  Booth,  the  Brethren  Youth  | 
I've  learned  to  like  him  very  much  already  and  I  knovl 
you  will  too.  Not  everyone  of  you  is  going  to  receive  ){ 
copy  of  the  BRETHREN  YOUTH  HANDBOOK  Billy  i; 
talking  about.  But  every  one  of  your  pastors  has  re 
ceived  one,  so  there  is  one  you  can  use  at  hand.  If  ni 
one  has  said  anything  about  the  B.Y.  HANDBOOK  yeti 
do  some  asking  around  and  uncover  this  jewel  in  hiding  j 

"There  is  plenty  of  action  in  a  rocking  chair,  but  yoil 
don't  get  anywhere." 

HOLIDAY  HABITS— good  or  bad? 

Billy  Booth:  How  many  weeks  of  school  do  we  have  ye 
before  Christmas  vacation,  Chuck?  ] 

Chuck:  I'm  not  sure.  Two  I  think. 

B.  B.:  Gee,  that  long  yet.  What  are  you  going  to  do  whe 
we  don't  have  school  ?  , 

Chuck:  Oh,  I  don't  know.  I've  been  studying  pretty  hanj 
so  guess  I'll  just  loaf.  I  really  like  vacation,  but  it  i, 
sort  of  a  waste  of  time.  I 

B.  B.:  I've  been  thinkin'  the  same  thing,  but  look  her 
what  I  read  in  the  North  Manchester  Sunday  BuUeti' 
for  November  25. 

"YOUTH  AT  WORK— Friday  of  the  past  week  foun 
about  fifteen  Junior  B.  Y.  C.ers  busy  at  the  all-day  wor' 
meeting.  Twenty- two  'knick-knack'  boxes  were  mac 
for  Miss  Lowery  for  her  work  at  Krypton,  Ky.  .  .  Tli 
young  folks  also  cleaned  out  all  of  the  envelope  holdei 
on  the  backs  of  the  pews.  PLEASE — these  holders  ar 
for  envelopes  and  cards — not  for  scrap  paper  and  *woi 
out'  chewing  gum!  .  .  .  The  young  people  are  to  be  coi 
gratulated  on  their  interest  in  this  type  of  Christian  se: 
vice.  Periodical  work  meetings  are  another  of  the  oppo 
tunities  for  Christian  fellowship  which  our  church's  gro\ 
ing   youth   program  is   offering  to   our  boys  and   girls 

Chuck:  Well,  what  do  you  think  of  that?  Maybe  we  couj 
get  our  B.  Y.  C.  together  over  the  holidays  and  haij 
fun  like  that  too,  ) 

B.  B.:  Chuck,  I  think  you're  right.  There  is  always  a  ij 
to  do  around  the  church  at  Christmas  with  special  prj 
grams  and  decorations.  And  this  would  help  to  gi'i 
our  vacation  some  special  meaning.  Let's  start  makiij 
plans  right  now.  Boy,  I  wish  every  B.  Y.  C.  woui 
do  the  same  thing  for  their  church.  This  is  one  wsj 
we  can  give  as  the  wise  men  did!  | 

LATE  RELEASES  i 

THE  B.  Y.  BOOSTER  CLUB  now  totals  86  membeij 
Send  the  members  from  your  church  in  to  our  Nationj 
Office  as  soon  as  you  can.  (On  second  thought,  don't  sej 
the  members  themselves,  just  their  membership  cardsj 
B.  Y.  Magazine  subscription  renewals  are  coming  j 
steadily.  Have  you  sent  yours  yet?  You'll  miss  the  nej 
issue  unless  you  act  now!!  j 


MIAMI  VALLEY  BRETHREN  YOUTH 
RALLY 

Sunday December  9,  1956 

Pleasant  Hill  Brethren  Church 

B.  Y.  Workshop  included 
Plod  to  Pleasant  Hill,  People 
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by   Helen  Jordan 


(We  are  sorry  that  material  for  this  column  had  not 
reached    us    at    press    time    this   week.) 


MY   DIARY 


Mrs.  George  Drushal 


(Ed.  Note:  Mrs.  Drushal's  Diary,  a  feature  which  has 
proved  popular  with  Evangelist  readers  in  the  past,  is  be- 
ing resumed  this  week  with  the  arrival  of  copy  from 
Sister  Drushal.  It  will  appear  serially  each  week  as  Sis- 
ter Drushal  finds  time  to  write  and  send  it  to  us.  This 
is  the  day  by  day  account  of  happenings  at  our  mission 
in  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky  where  Brother  and  Sister  Dru- 
shal have  pioneered  and  labored  for  more  than  fifty 
lyears.) 


August  23,  Thurs.  Moved  into  the  new  parsonage  today, 
even  though  it  is  not  finished.  Papa's  birthday.  He's 
feeling  fine  and  works  like  a  50  year  old. 

August  27.  Mon.  School  began  today  with  a  good  en- 
rollment, but  we  are  short  two  teachers.  Mrs.  Odessa 
Joseph,  one  of  Riverside's  former  students,  offered  to 
help  out  for  a  few  weeks.  All  taking  double  loads.  Papa 
had  intended  not  teaching  his  science  class  this  year. 
,We  know  nothing  else  to  do  but  try  to  go  on,  although 
lall  know  we  cannot  carry  on  this  way  very  long.  All  are 
{taking  special  time  for  prayer.  None  of  us  have  the  lead- 
ling  that  the  school  should  close  with  such  a  fine  group 
pf  students  here.  We  see  nothing  to  do  but  what  we  have 
already  done.  We  think  of  the  old  saying  "God's  work 
Slone  in  God's  way  shall  never  lack  supplies."  Our  finan- 
pial  and  material  needs  are  being  supplied  and  as  we 
bray  together  we  see  no  other  way  than  to  do  as  we 
pave  been  doing.  We  had  a  faculty  meeting  today  for 
special  prayer.  All  are  agreed  to  keep  going  as  long  as 
We  can. 

1  August  28.  Tues.  No  word  from  any  high  school  teach- 
iYS,  but  all  went  well  today.  Miss  Stoffer  teaches  the  first 
four  grades;  Mr.  Hall,  grades  5-8;  Mrs.  Joseph,  Adah, 
'Vliss  Entz,  the  high  school  work;  with  Papa  and  I  filling 
jn  where  we  can.  Mrs.  Ratley  has  charge  of  the  cook- 
ing. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teed  look  after  the  boys  in  the  Wheeler 
,3ome,  and  Mr.  Teed  is  our  maintenance  man  and  has 
!:harge  of  the  boy's  work.  Adah  has  charge  of  the  girl's 
iormitory.  When  the  rest  of  us  get  out  of  the  class  room, 
iVe  come  to  a  quiet  home,  but  she,  after  her  heavy  sched- 
ile,  comes  home  to  a  noisy  group  of  girls  who  make  con- 


stant demands  on  her  time  and  energy.  Did  she  not  love 
them,  she  could  not  put  up  with  it. 

August  31.  Fri.  First  week  of  school  closed.  A  couple 
new  enrollments  but  no  prospects  for  another  teacher, 
except  God's  promises  which  are  "Yea  and  Amen." 

Sept.  3.  Mon.  Second  week  of  school  began  with  no 
one  in  view  for  the  other  needed  teacher.  Adah  found 
she  could  not  keep  up  her  7  classes  in  6  periods,  so  Mrs. 
Joseph  took  one  more,  making  six  for  her  and  six  for 
Adah. 

Sept.  4,  Tues.  Our  hopes  were  raised  when  we  got  a 
letter  from  a  woman  in  Ohio  saying  she  was  interested 
in  the  work  here.  Papa  wrote  at  once  asking  her  if  she 
could  come  this  year. 

Sept.  5.  Wed.  Got  one  more  room  straightened  up  in 
our  new  home.  Have  but  little  time  to  get  the  house  fixed 
up. 

Sept.  7.  Fri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ownes  from  Three  Links, 
Ky.,  here  for  lunch.  After  lunch,  Mrs.  Perkins  and  her 
daughter,  from  Mass.  came.  Mrs.  Perkins  has  been  one 
of  Riverside's  faithful  supporters  for  over  20  years. 

Sept.  10.  Mon.  Put  fire  in  the  big  fireplace  for  the  first 
time.  Had  a  very  pleasant  faculty  meeting.  Had  a  num- 
ber of  things  to  plan  for,  and  discuss.  This  Monday 
meeting  with  the  faculty  has  always  been  a  helpful  time 
when  we  all  feel  free  to  discuss  our  problems,  pray  to- 
gether and  make  plans  for  the  betterment  of  Riverside. 
We  have  had  this  meeting  with  the  teachers  once  a  week 
for  nearly  fifty  years  and  many  a  knotty  problem  has 
been  worked  out  and  solved.  Our  new,  larger  living  room 
with  the  open  fireplace,  makes  an  ideal  place  for  such 
meetings. 

Sept.  11.  Tues.  J.  B.  and  Mildred  Landrum  here  from 
Lexington;  both  Riverside  graduates.  Mildred  said,  "I 
don't  see  why  we  can't  have  a  Brethren  Church  at  Lex- 
ington." Took  noon  hour  for  prayer.  Had  Faculty  meet- 
ing for  prayer  after  supper.  Letters  from  two  prospective 
teachers,  but  both  said  they  could  not  come  until  next 
year. 

Sept.  13.  Thurs.  While  we  were  eating  supper,  Brother 
James  Cook  and  his  wife  came  to  call.  He  started  the 
work  at  Krypton.  About  30  years  ago,  he  and  Papa 
scouted  around  up  in  Perry  County  to  find  a  location  for 
a  new  Mission  point,  and  found  Krypton,  then  a  thriv- 
ing mining  center.  After  Bible  class  this  afternoon,  we 
made  a  number  of  calls. 

Sept.  15.  Sat.  Papa  began  preaching  at  Haddix  again 
tonight.  Sunday  is  too  busy  a  day  for  him  and  folks  like 
Saturday  night  services  anyway.  Rev.  Hency,  of  Frank- 
lin, Ohio,  called  on  us  this  afternoon.  Got  a  letter  from 
a   prospective    teacher.   Wrote   her  at   once. 

Sept.  17.  Mon.  Pleasant  Facuty  meeting.  No  demerits 
given.  One  boy  was  asked  to  shovel  coal  for  a  little 
disobedience. 

Sept.  18.  Tues.  Faculty  prayermeeting  here  in  our  liv- 
ing room. 

Sept.  19.  Wed.  Papa  ate  something  which  did  not  agree 
with  him  and  not  feeling  well.  Mr.  Hal]  had  charge  of 
prayermeeting  in  the  chapel.  Mr.  Teed  made  a  book  case 
for  our  living  room. 
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Brethren  Historical   library 

Mc^nchost   r  Colleger ' 
N.    r-i£nchester,    Ind. 
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"The  "Kid's  Adventure"  Series 
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A  brilliant  new  series  for  pre-teeners,  8  to  12  years  of  age.  These 
books  are  illustrated,  and  the  cost  is  only  25c  each. 
They  are: 

"Golden   Cake   by  the   Fire" 
"Mystery  at  Trembling-  T*' 
"01'  Swayback" 
"Ruff  of  Thunder  Falls" 
You  would   also  like   the  following  Moody  Colportage  books  which 
sell  for  only  35c  each : 

"The  Red  Bicycle" — ^This  is  a  'right  kind'  of  story  for  boys  and  girls. 
"The  *True'  Mystery  Solved" — ^This  is  the  mystery  of  the  missing 
five  dollar  bill. 

"Up  Parky  Ridge" — A  story  for  boys  and  girls  of  life  in  the  hills  of 
Kentucky. 

"On  Silver  Creek  Knob"— and  "Silver  Creek's  Camp  Jolly"— are  thrill- 
ing books  of  adventures  of  three  young  Christians  in  the  southern 
mountains. 

Fine  Gift  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls 

"Jungle  Doctor's  Fables"— by  Paul  White:  Price:  $1.00. 
"Parables  from  Nature"— by  J.  Calvin  Reid.  Price:  $1.25. 
These  are  earthly  stories  with  a  heavenly  meaning. 

"Stand  By,  Boys!"  A  true  story  about  Holland's  Fight  against  the 
sea.  By  K.  Norel.  Price:  $1.00. 

"Boy  Wanted"  and  Other  Stories.  These  carefully  selected  short 
stories  for  young  readers  make  vivid  and  lasting  impressions  as  they 
point  to  the  Christian  way  of  life.  By  L.  E.  Maxwell.  Price:  $1.00. 

"North  to  Sakitawa" — a  Thrilling  story  about  a  trip  into  the  vast 
Northland  of  Canada.  By  Margaret  A.  Epp.  Price:  69c. 

Please  add  10c  for  postage  for  each  book 

Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

Ashland,   Ohio. 
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Pfftcial  Organ  of  "Ghe  Brethren  Church 


^Uitm  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA 

MATTESON  BRETHREN  CHURCH,  Bronson,  Michigan, 

Dedicates  new  Church  on  October  14.  1956 


The  Matteson  Brethren  Church  is  located 
on  Route  M-86,  R,  F.  D.,  Bronson,  Michigan. 


Fred  Pippen,  Sherwood,  Michigan, 
Is  the  Lay-Pastor. 


(Story  on  Page  Eight) 


VOL  LXXVIII 


December    15,    1956 


No.  49 


Proclaiming  the   WHOLE  GOSPEL,  for  the   WHOLE   WORLD 


PAGE  TWO 


THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS"]; 


Items  of  general   Interest 


ST.  JAMES,  MARYLAND.  Brother  Freeman  Ankrum 
reports  in  his  bulletin:  "The  Union  Thanksgiving  service 
held  in  the  St.  James  Brethren  church  was  well  attended 
though  rain  fell  copiously." 

LINWOOD,  MARYLAND.  Attendance  at  the  recent 
Father  and  Son  banquet  was  about  65. 

One  new  member  was  received  into  the  church  by  bap- 
tism recently. 

The  Choir  of  the  Linwood  church  furnished  special 
music  at  the  revival  of  the  Uniontown  church  of  God 
recently.  Due  to  the  Evangelist  being  called  home  be- 
cause of  illness,  Brother  Bruce  Shanholtz,  who  accom- 
panied the  choir,  was  called  upon  to  bring  the  evening 
message. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  Third 
Brethren  was  host  to  the  Quarterly  Rally  of  the  Home 
Circle  Sunday  School  Convention,  afternoon  and  evening 
of  November  18th. 

JONES  MILLS,  PENNA.  VALLEY  BRETHREN.  Three 
who  had  been  baptized,  October  28th,  were  received  into 
the   church   fellowship   on  November  4th. 

MANSFIELD,  OHIO.  The  new  film,  "Seventeen,"  was 
shown  in  the  Mansfield  church  the  evening  of  December 
2nd. 

AKRON,  OHIO,  FIRESTONE  PARK  BRETHREN. 
Brother  J.  G.  Dodds  was  the  speaker  at  the  South  Ar- 
lington Neighborhood  Thanksgiving  Service  at  the  Ar- 
lington St.  EUB  church  the  evening  of  November  21st. 
There  are  nine  cooperating  churches  in  the  group. 

SMITHVILLE,  OHIO.  The  sick  and  the  shut-ins  of  the 
az'eas  served  by  the  Smithville  church  may  now  listen  to 
services  of  their  church  through  the  new  project  of  the 
Smithville  Brethren  Laymen.  From  time  to  time  church 
services  are  tape  recorded  and  are  taken  to  the  homes, 
or   hospitals,   of  those   who   are   ill    or   shut-in. 

CANTON,  OHIO.  TRINITY  BRETHREN.  Brother  and 
Sister  Robert  Keplinger  are  the  proud  parents  of  a  6  lb., 
8  oz.  baby  boy  born  the  morning  of  December  5th,  at 
Canton. 

DAYTON,  OHIO,  HILLCREST  BRETHREN.  Two  new 

members  were  received  into  the  church  on  November  25th, 
by  baptism. 


BELLEFONTAINE,  OHIO.  GRETNA  BRETHRE^j 
Brother  George  Solomon  notes  that  their  W.  M.  S.  re  I 
cently  sent  six  boxes  of  clothing  to  the  Krypton,  Ker  j 
tucky.  Mission. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  OHIO.  The  Father  and  Son  banque; 
was  held  on  November  26th.  Brother  William  H.  Ander 
son  says,  "This  was  our  first  banquet;  54  in  attendance.! 
Brother  John  Burton,  of  Gratis,  was  the  speaker.  ; 

Richard  Allison,  Seminary  student  at  Ashland  was  th  i 
guest  speaker  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  on  Novembe 
11th. 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Baptismal  services  were  held  th 
evening  of  November  25th.  ' 

WABASH,  INDIANA.  COLLEGE  CORNER  BRETHj 
REN.  We  note  that  Brother  G.  B.  Hanna  was  re-electe 
Chairman  of  the  Waltz  Township  Ministerium. 

Brother  Hanna  notes  that  the  College  Corner  parser  i 
age    is    being   covered   with   asbestos   shingles.  ; 

Brother  Hanna  was  the  Thanksgiving  Convocatioj 
speaker   at   the    Somerset   School   on   November   21st. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  Work  on  the  new  addition  cor! 
tinues,  as  Brother  T.  A.  Shannon  notes  concerning  thl 
dining  room,  "The  finishing  of  the  work  is  in  sight.  Th 
kitchen    cabinets    are    promised    for   December   10th."       i 

LANARK,  ILLINOIS.  New  hymnals  are  being  puM 
chased   for   the   church.  | 

WATERLOO,  IOWA.  Eighty-six  fathers  and  sons  a; 
tended   the   annual  banquet  on  November  13th.  ! 

Mrs.  Myron  Lamb,  church  correspondent,  informs  li 
that  Pastor  A.  T.  Ronk  was  elected  President  of  th" 
Waterloo   Ministerial   Association.  i 

It  is  also  noted  that  the  Wednesday  evening  Bib  1 
study,  with  Brother  Ronk  as  teacher,  has  an  attendant ; 
of  between   40  and   50.  i 


ATTENTION 

PASTORS    AND    CHURCH    SECRETARIES: 

I 

This  week,  a  letter  is  being  mailed  to  each  of  y(  | 
from  your  Publication  Board,  with  additional  informatifi 
relative  to  the  forthcoming  changes  in  the  Evangelist,  ;; 
noted  on  this  page  last  week.  We  urge  your  caref  I 
study  of  the  contents  of  the  letter,  and  a  prompt  retuil 
of  the  accompanying  post  card.  Thanks.  W.   S.  B. 
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Tke   I^rethren   Youth   Grusaders   htandhooh 


Now  IN  THE  HANDS  of  Brethren  pastors  and 
youth  leaders,  is  the  brand  new,  loose-leaf, 
DQoklet  known  as  the  "Handbook  for  Brethren 
Ifouth  Crusaders." 

The  production  of  this  attractive  and  valuable 
Program  Planning  Handbook  is  a  matter  of  in- 
jerest  to  all  Brethren.  Thus  we  are  taking  a  few 
Tiinutes  this  week  to  call  attention  to  it  Editor- 
ially. It  is  important  to  all,  because  what  af- 
jects  Brethren  Youth  affects  all  Brethren. 
I  The  Brethren  Youth  Board,  Youth  Director 
Phil  Lersch,  and  the  Handbook  Committee,  Miss 
ilargaret  E.  Lowery,  Chairman,  Rev.  Henry 
5ates,  and  Miss  Lila  Miller,  are  to  be  commended 
or  the  excellent  content  and  format  of  this  new 

'pus. 

i 

!  For  a  long  time  there  has  been  felt  a  need  for 
iome  such  booklet.  Youth  leaders  and  pastors 
|Vere  being  challenged  by  our  churches  "to  hold" 
I'outh  meetings.  At  times,  the  cry  arose  that 
.materials  and  sources  of  materials  were  not 
ivailable."  (At  times,  too,  that  which  was  avail- 
|ble  was  not  used!)  Result:  poorly  prepared  and 
ninteresting  youth  meetings  to  which  young 
people  came  for  a  while  and  then  became  disin- 
terested. 

Partially  due  to  the  young  people  themselves, 
1  part  due  to  lack  of,  or  poorly  trained  adult 
leadership,  or  to  a  dearth  of  materials,  youth 
peetings  in  many  churches  resolved  into  laments 
hat  "the  young  people  won't  come  and  we  just 
aii't  keep  youth  meetings  going."  Then  the 
^hole  church  wonders  why. 

The  new  Brethren  Youth  Program  Handbook 
5  the  answer  to  at  least  one-third  of  the  problem 
-materials.  It  contains  hundreds  of  suggestions, 
ames  of  books,  pamphlets,  and  materials,  and 
^here  to  secure  them.  It  tells  how  to  organize  a 
Y.  C.  There  are  suggestions  for  Bible  study, 
'octrinal  training,  music,  recreation,  etc. 


Church  members,  young  people,  ask  your  pas- 
tor, or  youth  leaders  to  see  this  helpful  Cru- 
saders Booklet  today.  It  won't  be  a  cure  all,  nor 
will  it  make  your  youth  meeting  a  success,  alone, 
any  more  than  a  good  automobile  alone  will  make 
a  poor  driver  a  good  one.  But,  the  use  of  this 
Booklet  for  what  it  is,  in  the  hands  of  good  local 
youth  leadership  will  give  Brethren  young  peo- 
ple an  excellent  opportunity  to  grow  in  knowl- 
edge and  understanding  of  God's  Holy  Word  and 
Christian  living.  It  will  provide  materials  for 
willing  hands  to  use  in  training  young  leaders  in 
our  churches. 

We  join  the  youth  director  in  suggesting  that 
the  Booklet  be  not  confined  to  a  desk  drawer,  but 
that  it  be  kept  v/here  handy,  and  be  used.  Let  it 
be  used  to  help  Brethren  Youth  grow  strong  as 
Christians,  and  as  leaders  in  tomorrow's  church 
today. 

So,  take  a  good  look  at  this  new  creation, 
study  it,  and  then  give  your  loyal  support  to  the 
building  up  of  a  first  class  youth  work  in  your 
church.  In  this  work  every  member  of  the  church 
can  be  engaged,  and  that  is  why  we  have  given 
space  this  week  to  it. 

The  Brethren  Church  now  has  a  wonderful 
tool  which  can  be  utilized  not  only  in  building  up 
the  young  people's  work,  but  which  can  bear  fruit 
throughout  every  age  group,  today  and  tomor- 
row. We  dare  do  no  less  than  to  see  that  our 
youth  is  given  every  encouragement  in  our 
church.  The  National  Brethren  Youth  Board  has 
seen  this  need,  too,  and  has  given  to  local  pas- 
tors and  youth  leaders  a  Booklet  to  help  you  in 
your  youth  work.  Let's  use  it  effectively.  W.  S.  B. 

NORTHERN    CALIFORNIA   DISTRICT 

CONFERENCE  OF  THE  BRETHREN 

CHURCH 

January  24-27,  1957 
Lathrop   Brethren   Church,   Lathrop,   California 
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Worship 
Together 

3.  The  Symphony 
of  Worship 


Rev.   H.   Francis   Berkshire 


QUIETLY  we  slipped  upon  the  campus  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  a  few  weeks  ago 
and  enjoyed  for  a  few  moments  the  stringed 
symphony  that  had  been  playing. 

As  we  glanced  around  we  could  see  the  glow- 
ing faces  of  proud  parents  and  friends  of  the 
musicians.  There  was  an  immense  appreciation 
of  the  music  that  was  being  played.  Perfect  si- 
lence ruled  when  the  last  note  of  the  orchestra 
had  been  played;  not  a  human  voice  was  heard. 
All  stood  silently,  anticipating  the  next  strains 
of  music  that  were  to  be  played.  Together  the 
violinists  would  begin,  all  swaying  in  one  direc- 
tion, pushing  and  pulling  the  bow  over  the  violin 
strings.  The  celloists,  as  though  they  were  co- 
operating in  moving  a  great  boulder,  followed 
their  shoulder  movements  by  drawing  the  larger 
bow  over  the  strings  of  the  cello.  The  players 
of  the  bass  strings  hopped  up  and  down  the  mu- 
sical scale  with  their  fingers  and  produced  a 
beautiful  harmonizing  melody. 


As  they  played  together  it  seemed  as  thoug 
each  musician  felt  responsible  to  help  each  othe 
And  each  one  seemed  to  be  conducting  anoth( 
symphony  player  in  the  spirit  of  the  group.  Eac 
one's  body  and  mind  was  pledged  to  the  purpoSj 
of  making  Chopin's  music  meaningful.  At  tlj 
same  time,  each  player  responded  to  the  wish(j 
of  the  conductor.  There  were  no  leaners  in  tlj 
symphony.  The  mind  of  each  player  was  active; 
engaged  in  following  the  notes  and  interpretiri 
them  on  his  instrument.  ! 

In  the  background,  we  could  sense,  there  h{i 
been  much  preparation.  There  had  been  litt'j 
"conductors."  But  on  the  final  day,  the  day  wh(| 
the  concert  was  given,  these  little  conducto] 
bowed  down  to  the  conductor  of  the  symphonj 
These  little  conductors  individually  perfornni 
their  work.  One  was  responsible  for  the  mus! 
stands,  another  was  responsible  for  the  arrang 
ment  of  the  chairs,  one  was  responsible  for  t 
public   address   system ;   each  one  had   his  wo 
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(This  is  the  third  in  a  series  of  three  articles  on 
"The  Art  of  Worship,"  by  Brother  Berkshire.  Others  in 
the  series  appeared  in  the  October  20th  and  November 
17th  issues  of  the  Evangelist.) 


to  do  in  preparation  for  the  concert.  The  entire 
symphonic  concert  has  been  the  result  of  coop- 
erative action. 

Ever  since  the  day  that  I  saw  and  heard  this 
stringed  symphony  I  have  likened  it  to  a  wor- 
ship service. 

The  concept  of  a  worship  service  for  me  is 
much  like  this  concept  of  the  symphonic  con- 
cert. Worship  consists  of  a  fellowship  of  per- 
sons who  actively  and  corporately  are  united  in 
a  common  interest.  Among  the  fellowship  of 
persons  who  are  responsible  for  bringing  about 
a  reality  in  worship  experience  there  is  the 

PASTOR 

He  is  considered  the  key  person  usually,  who 
must  lead  the  movement  of  the  spirit  toward 
God.  But  he  is  not  God!  Rather,  the  pastor 
should  be  considered  as  one  of  the  "little  conduc- 
tors." But  far  too  often,  the  pastor  (the  pulpit) 
is  the  center  of  the  worship  service!  This  should 
Qot  be  so.  "The  center  of  gravity  in  the  church 
should  be  the  pew  and  not  alone  pulpit,"  says 
D.  Elton  Trueblood.  In  other  words,  the  pastor 
is  not  to  be  worshiped  but  a  worshiper.  Never- 
Itheless,  the  pastor  has  the  unique  task  of  prepar- 
ing and  guiding  the  worship  service. 

In  his  book  "Reality  of  Worship,"  Dean  Willard 
Li.  Sperry  wrote: 
"The  average  minister,  beyond  picking  a 
scripture  lesson  and  hymn  to  anticipate  his 
sermon  and  another  hymn  to  follow  the  ser- 
mon, probably  does  not  give  five  minutes 
thought  a  week  to  the  rest  of  the  service, 
and  has  no  definite  theory  as  to  what  is 
supposed  to  be  happening,  and  what  he  is 
theoretically  doing,  in  conducting  public  wor- 
ship." 

This  is  quite  condemnatory  but  possibly  true. 
Ne  who  have  the  primary  task  of  preparing  and 
guiding  the  worship  service  dare  not  be  careless 
n  the  matter.  Isaac  Watts  calls  the  worship 
ervice  "a  piece  of  holy  skill"  when  he  urges 
ninisters  to  be  careful  about  its  preparation. 

Another  phase  of  this  task  is  the  guidance  and 
nstruction  which  the  pastor  gives  to  the  con- 
irregation,  choir,  organist,  and  other  "little  con- 
uctors"  in  preparation  for  the  worship  service, 
^he  average  lay  member  knows  very  little  con- 


cerning the  psychology  of  worship.  It  is  the  pas- 
tors' lot  to  instruct  each  worshiper  and  worship 
leader  in  the  proper  art  of  worship.  And  most 
worship  leaders  will  accept  instruction  in  wor- 
ship if  it  is  humbly  and  reverently  given.  Among 
these  is  the 

CONGREGATION 

The  congregation  is  the  largest  group  that 
consists  of  potential  worship  leaders.  Each  in- 
dividual is  a  worship  leader  in  the  sense  that 
he  plays  an  individual  role.  He  leads  the  wor- 
shiper next  to  him.  If  he  sings,  the  worshiper 
next  to  him  will  likely  sing.  If  he  does  not  sing 
he  is  embarrassed.  If  he  opens  his  Bible  and  fol- 
lows the  Scripture  reading,  others  will  follow 
his  example.  If  one  bows  his  head  and  prays,  a 
chain  reaction  may  begin.  And  praise  God  when 
it  does  begin!  The  congregation  will  then  be 
fused  into  one  grand  fellowship.  Each  individ- 
ual will  be  like  a  member  of  the  symphony ;  each 
playing  his  part.  There  will  be  movement  and 
drama. 

Another  vital  group  in  the  great  symphony 
of  worship  is  the 

CHOIR 

Choirs  are  ministers  of  music.  But  choirs  may 
defeat  their  purpose  by  directing  attention  to 
itself  instead  of  to  God.  An  earnest.  Christian 
choir  is  important  to  the  worship  service. 
Through  the  singing  of  hymns  and  anthems  it 
may  light  the  pathway  to  God.  The  hymns  of 
the  Wesley's  have  led  many  to  Christ. 

Then  too,  the  function  of  the  choir  is  tO'  lead 
the  congregation  in  the  singing  of  hymns.  Con- 
gregations will  sing  well  if  the  choir  leads  well. 
If  the  choir  shows  an  appreciation  for  the  music 
which  it  is  singing,  if  it  sings  whole-heartedly 
and  enthusiastically  while  it  leads  the  congrega- 
tion, then  the  congregation  will  join  in  singing. 

Through  the  Choir  Director,  the  choir  should 
be  consulted  in  preparation  for  each  worship 
service.  Appropriate  music  should  be  chosen. 
Since  singing  is  a  unique  part  of  the  Protestant 
worship  service,  and  also  a  very  vital  part,  the 
pastor  and  musicians  should  collaborate  prayer- 
fully in  the  matter  of  its  use  in  the  worship  ser- 
vice. 

Another  member  of  the  symphony  of  the  wor- 
ship service  is  the 

ORGANIST  or  PIANIST 

An  alert,  skillful  organist  or  pianist  may  add 
to  the  continuity  of  the  worship  service.  Trans- 
itions from  hymn  singing  to  Scripture  reading  to 
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prayer  to  sermon,  etc.,  may  be  blended  nicely 
by  appropriate  music.  Music  may  call  the  heart 
of  the  worshiper  from  one  mood  to  another. 
Such  music  as  the  prelude  and  processional,  of- 
fertory, or  other  background  music  may  incite 
appropriate  responses  in  the  heart  of  the  wor- 
shiper. For  example,  the  offertory  music  is  not 
primarily  for  the  purpose  of  silencing  clanging 
coins  but  to  develop  a  movement  of  one's  souls 
toward  spiritual  giving.  When  the  pastor  and 
organist  or  pianist  have  fully  collaborated  in  the 
use  of  music,  a  more  meaningful  association  may 
come  to  the  heart  of  the  worshiper. 

Then  too,  the  function  of  the  organist  oi'  pian- 
ist is  to  lead  the  congregation  in  the  singing  of 
hymns.  If  the  organist  is  lax,  out  of  tempo,  or 
shows  signs  of  uneasiness,  the  congregation  will 
be  lax  also,  and  possibly  refrain  from  singing. 
The  organist  or  pianist,  plays  the  similar  role  of 
the  choir  and  choir  director  with  the  pastor; 
they  are  like  "prompters  from  the  wings." — 
(Kierkegaard) 

Last,  but  not  least  in  the  symphony  of  wor- 
ship is  the  performance  of  the 

USHERS 

Ushers  perform  a  dual  function  in  most 
churches.  They  serve  as  "receptionists"  and  also 
as  "stewards." 

As  a  receptionist  they  greet  the  people,  dis- 
tribute literature,  receive  information  for  the 
pastor  (new  addresses,  receive  names  of  those 
who  desire  to  be  visited,  etc.),  usher  people  to 
seats,  welcome  strangers.  In  this  manner  they 
serve  as  public  relations  experts. 

Ushers  can  aid  the  pastor  by  teaching  the 
congregation  good  manners  in  public  worship. 
The  average  congregation  has  far  too  little  re- 
gard for  proper  etiquette  in  the  worship  service. 
One  enters  the  sanctuary  while  the  pastor  is 
praying,  another  enters  during  the  reading  of 
the  Scripture,  while  another  disregards  the  of- 
fice of  the  usher  and  directs  himself  to  a  desir- 
able seat.  Then  too,  the  usher  can  teach  silence 
by  refusing  to  converse  with  the  latecomer.  Talk- 
ing in  the  vestibule  and  whispering  during  the 


service   are  bad   manners.   Older  people   set  thd 
example  for    the    younger.    As    one    little    gir]ij 
quizzed  her  mother,  "Mommy,  how  old  do  I  havej 
to  be  before  I  can  begin  to  whisper  in  church?' ' 
Furthermore,   as   the  pastor's   assistants   in  tht, 
worship  service,  the  ushers  should  study  condi 
tions  of  lighting,  heating,  ventilation,  and  card 
for  anything  that  may  bring  discomfort  to  th(| 
worshipers.  Quietly   and   reverently   they  shouk 
rectify  any  discomfort.  Carelessness  on  the  par 
of  the  ushers  may  disrupt  the  continuity  of  tht, 
worship  service.  i 

The  function  of  the  steward  is  to  care  for  th<,l 
offering.    With    poise,    dignity,   and    friendlinesi! 
the  stewards  can  enhance  the  spirit  of  alms  giv 
ing.  They  can   make   the   element  of  offering  ; 
symbolic   action   of  bringing  our   worldly   good; 
to  the  altar  of  God.  Out  of  my  childhood  expe' 
rience  I  recall  the  exceptional  patience  which  thij 
stewards  had  for  me  when  they  received  my  smalj 
token.  They  taught  me  how  to  carefully  hold  thii 
offering  plate  and   to  pass  it.   The  offering  and 
offertory  became  highly  symbolic  and  educationj 
al.   Much  of  the  value  of  this  element  of  wor| 
ship  may  be  lost  through  carelessness  on  the  par 
of  the  stewards.  To  receive  the  offering  revei 
ently  is  as  important  and  noble  as  the  pastor' 
preaching  and   choir's  singing. 

Let  both  the  work  of  ushering  and  that  o! 
stewards  be  done  with  the  ultimate  objective  o 
notable  service  to  Christ  and  the  church.  ; 

Finis  Coronal  Opus  I 

(The  end  crowns  the  work)  j 

The  crowning  point  of  the  worship  service  i 
when  the  earthly  church  meets  the  Heavenl 
Church !  To  this  end  may  we  be  resolved  to  woi 
ship  together.  To  this  end  may  our  worship  bi 
centered  ...  | 

"Then  the  eyes  of  the  blind  shall  be  J 
opened,  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf  shall  be  un-  j 
stopped.  Then  shall  the  lame  man  leap  as  an  j 
hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  shall  sing:  | 
And  an  highway  shall  be  there,  and  a  way,  j 
and  it  shall  be  called  the  way  of  holiness."  j 
(Isaiah  35:5-8)  | 

Lanark,  Illinois,  j 


-L 
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(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER.   Adm.   Assiitani 


TWELVE  SUNDAYS  UNDER  THE  FIG  TREE 


Irven  Stern 

THE  LARGE  OLD  FIG  TREE  in  Lassa  would  have 
many  interesting  stories  to  tell  if  it  could  talk.  For  it 
was  given  the  honor,  on  the  first  Sunday  in  March  1956 
af  spreading  out  its  large  and  numerous  branches  to 
give  shade  for  the  Lassa  Christians  during  the  hot  season. 
It  was  under  this  tree  that  we  decided  to  hold  our  church 
services  while  we  built  a  new  church  in  Lassa,  Nigeria, 
West  Africa. 

The  fig  tree  we  are  referring  to  here  is  quite  differ- 
ent from  the  one  that  Jesus  caused  to  wither  because  it 
bore  no  fruit.  This  tree  has  served  the  mission  and  the 
people  of  Lassa  well.  It  was  around  this  tree  that  the 
puildings  of  the  first  hospital  in  Lassa  sprang  up.  People 
sat  there  and  dozed  while  waiting  their  turn  to  see  the 
Inission  doctor.  Under  this  tree  some  folks  have  heard, 
[[or  the  first  time,  about  Jesus  and  about  the  love  of  God. 

Our  Sanctuary 

For  twelve  Sundays  during  March,  April,  and  May  an 
average  of  nearly  four  hundred  people  gathered  under 
[he  fig  tree  to  worship  God  and  hear  the  story  of  Jesus 
Ivhile  they  were  building  their  new  church.  On  Palm  Sun- 
lay  the  old  fig  tree  witnessed  twenty  young  couples 
pringing  their  new  babies  forward  to  be  dedicated  to  the 
'jord.  On  Easter  it  witnessed  ai  production  of  the  passion 
*)lay.  On  another  occasion,  it  was  sorrowful  when  the 
j)ody  of  Lassa's  old  blind  Christian  chief  was  brought 
jhere  for  a  funeral.  During  the  construction  of  the  new 
jhurch,  the  shade  of  the  fig  tree  became  our  sanctuary. 

New  church  needed 

Lassa  needed  a  new  church.  The  old  chui'ch  with  mud 
Tick  walls  and  a  grass  roof,  was  built  in  the  shape  of 
.  cross.  During  its  nearly  twenty  years  of  use,  the  ter- 
lites  had  eaten  their  way  in  and  out  through  the  walls, 
'he  rain  had  found  its  way  through  the  thatched  roof 
nd  caused   sections   of  the  walls   to   have   that  washed- 


out  look.  Also,  on  the  last  Sundays  before  the  church  was 
torn  down,  the  worshippers  had  become  too  numerous 
for  the  building. 

Plans  for  a  new  building  had  been  under  way  for 
more  than  a  year.  Money  was  accumulating.  The  big 
question  was  when  to  build  the  new  church.  Some  folks, 
including  the  Nigei-ian  pastor,  said  we  must  do  it  in  this 
dry  season,  so  either  a  new  church  or  a  new  thatch 
roof  was   necessary   before  another  rainy  season. 

Launching  out   on  faith 

Pressure  for  the  new  church  mounted  as  we  went  further 
and  further  into  the  dry  season.  Building  a  church  of  mud 
bricks  is  something  that  cannot  be  done  in  the  rains.  Al- 
though there  was  not  enough  money  in  the  treasury  to  pay 
for  the  building,  it  was  decided  to  launch  out  on  faith  to  do 
the  job  before  the  rains  were  due  to  set  in  around  the 
first  part  of  May. 

About  February  28,  200  village  people  and  school  chil- 
dren gathered  to  begin  the  work  of  tearing  down  the 
old  building.  The  grass  from  the  roof  was  taken  off  and 
much  of  it  sold  for  rethatching  houses  in  the  village.  The 
rafters  were  carefully  stacked  and  used  again  in  the 
new  church.  The  mud  walls  were  broken  down  and  mixed 
with  water  to  be  reused  in  the  new  church. 

"A  will  to  work" 

With  carefully  drawn  plans  before  them,  the  masons 
began  the  work  of  building  the  new  church.  After  they 
had  completed  the  first  part  of  their  work,  they  turned 
the  project  over  to  the  carpenters  to  put  on  the  aluminum 
roof.  When  the  carpenters  finished  with  the  roof,  the 
masons  returned  to  plaster  the  walls  and  floor  and  make 
the  mud  benches.  All  of  this  time  the  people  of  the 
church  and  many  of  the  school  children  helped  by  car- 
rying bricks,  mixing  mud,  leveling  the  floor,  and  work- 
ing to   level   the  grounds  around  the  church. 

(To    be    continued) 


Those  who  were 
ot  able  to  get  into 
lie  church  for  the 
ervice  gathered  in 
le  churchyard  and 
stened  through  the 
ben  windows. 
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MATTESON  BRETHREN  CHURCH,  Bronson,  Michigan, 
Dedicates  new  Church  on  October  14,  1956 

(Picture  on  Page  One) 


DEDICATORY  SERVICES  for  the  new  Matteson 
Brethren  Church,  Bronson,  Michigan,  were  held 
Sunday  afternoon,  October  14,  1956.  Estimated  atten- 
dance for  the  service  was  275,  and  a  Dedicatory  offer- 
ing  of    $1,522.34    was    lifted. 

The    program,    and    a    brief    history    of    the    Matteson 
work,  follow: 

DEDICATORY  PROGRAM 

3:00  P.  M. 

Lay-Pastor    FRED    PIPPEN,    presiding 

Piano    Prelude    Cora    Stuckman, 

Nappanee   Brethren   Church 
Hymn:  "How  Firm  a  Foundation" 

Invocation    Rev.    Vft-gil    E.    Meyer 

Vocal    Solo     Mary    Crowe, 

Goshen    Brethren    Church 
Scripture   and   Prayer    (I    Cor.   3:9-23)    ....Bessie   Grove, 

Brighton   Brethren   Chui'ch 

Retrospection Claude    Oliver,   Moderator 

Report  of  Building   Committee    Donald   French 

In   Appreciation    Fred   Pippen 

Greetings  from   our  College    Dr.   Glenn  L.   Clayton 

Greetings   from    our    Laymen    H.    D.    Hunter 

Dedicatory    Offering    Rev.    Smith    Rose, 

Pastor,  Brighton  Brethren  Church 

Dedicatory  Address   Rev.  R.  K.  Higgins, 

Pastor,  Elkhart  Brethren  Church 

Vocal   Solo    Mary   Crowe 

Dedication    of    the    Building    Max    Miller, 

Indiana  District  Mission  Board 
Litany  of  Dedication 
Doxology 

Prayer  of  Dedication    Di-.   L.  E.   Lindower 

Hymn:   "Faith   of   Our   Fathers" 

Benediction     Walter    Lichtenberger 


Official  Board  of  the  Church:  Claude  Oliver,  Moder- 
ator; Burdette  Lewis,  Vice-Moderator;  Fred  Pippen, 
Treasurer;   Lillie  Pippen,   Secretaiy. 

Board  of  Trustees:  Donald  French,  Merton  French, 
Fred  Pippen. 

Building  Committee:  Claude  Oliver,  Donald  French, 
Fred  Pippen. 


Retrospection 


The  Matteson  Brethren  Churchi  came  into  being  after 
much  consultation,  prayer,  personal  contacts  with  local 
people,  and  consideration  with  the  Brethren  Mission 
Boards.    Later    a    survey    of    the     prospective     field     was 


taken.  The  late  Dr.  I.  D.  Bowman,  then  a  semi-retireq 
minister,  living  at  Brighton,  Indiana,  made  a  numbes 
of  suggestions  and  a  plan  of  procedure.  The  work  wasi 
later    appealed    to    the    Brethren    Mission   Boards. 

During  the  Brethren  National  Conference  at  Ashlandu 
Ohio,  in  August  of  1948,  an  appeal  was  jilaced  befor* 
the  conference.  The  late  Rev.  Charles  Johnson,  then  o: 
Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois,  responded  by  volunteering  t( 
surrender  his  vacation,  and  hold  two  weeks  of  evani 
gelistic    meetings    for    the    community    of    Matteson 

Forward  work,  promotion,  and  publicity  was  takeij 
care  of  by  Fred  Pippen.  The  use  of  Matteson  Hall  wa; 
obtained,  and  on  Sunday  morning,  October  3,  1948,  a 
11  o'clock,  the  first  public  meeting  was  held  witi 
fourteen  in  attendance.  The  meetings  increased  in  era 
thusiasm  and  attendance,  as  they  progressed.  The  higl^ 
est  attendance  reached  thirty-seven  for  one  night  dun 
ing  the  two  weeks  of  meetings.  By  popular  vote  a  Sun 
day  School  was  organized,  on  Sunday  morning,  Octobe; 
10,  1948.  At  the  close  of  the  meetings,  interested  pen 
sons  decided  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  Fred  Pippei 
was  put  in  charge  of  the  work  under  the  direction  o 
the  Mission  Board.  Meetings  were  held  in  the  Mattesos 
Center  School,  in  homes,  and  for  the  most  part  in  thi 
Matteson  Town  Hall. 

Many    ministers    and    laymen    filled    the     pulpit,     fu: 
nished    special    numbers,    and     did     visiting     during    til 
years  that  followed. 

The  work  operated  as  a  Mission  and  was  financed  b 
offerings  and  personal  gifts  the  first  year.  The  secoiij 
year  the  Indiana  District  Mission  Board  pledged  tej 
dollars  per  week  to  the  work  and  has  continued  to  th 
present    time.    Funds    grew    as    the    work    progressed. 

In  May  1949,  Rev.  S.  E.  Christiansen  obtained 
month's  leave  of  absence  from  the  Georgetown,  Dehl 
ware,  Brethren  Church,  and  came  here  to  conduct  sp»| 
cial  services,  make  calls,  and  build  the  work  in  genera' 
Much  good  came  from  the  efforts  of  this  sincere  ari 
spiritual    man    of    God.  ( 

In  1954,  the  Elkhart  Brethren  Church,  under  the  lea(i 
ership  of  pastor  Higgins  and  moderator  Glen  Wood; 
pledged  the  Mission  $1,000  per  year  for  five  years.  Cas 
and  pledges  then  grew  to  about  $8,500.  It  was  decided  tl! 
work  should  be  organized  and  a  place  of  worship  erectei 

In  October  of  1954,  the  work  was  organized.  Tlj 
meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claucj 
Oliver  with  the  active  members  present.  Also  attendirj 
were  Rev.  Studebaker,  Rev.  Stewart,  Rev.  Higgins,  GU, 
Woods  and  Charles  Smith.  Claude  Oliver  became  tl 
moderator;  Burdette  Lewis,  vice-moderator;  Lillie  Pippe ; 
Secretary;  Fred  Pippen,  ti-easurer;  Donald  French,  Mi 
ton   French,   Fred   Pippen,  trustees. 

Sunday  October  7th,  1956  marked  the  eighth  annivejj 
sary  of  the  Matteson  Brethren  Church. 
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CENTRAL  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE  REPORT 


The  Central  District  Conference  was  held  in  Udell, 
Iowa,  September  27  to  30.  The  Conference  theme  was 
"Our  Church:  a  Spiritual  House."  Conference  text:  I 
Peter  2:5. 

The  conference  was  presided  over  by  the  moderator, 
Rev.  Wilbur  Thomas.  Sermons  enjoyed  through  the  con- 
ference were:  "Bible  Study  and  the  Spiritual  Life"  by 
Rev.  Francis  Berkshire;  "Central  District  and  the  Spir- 
itual Life"  by  Moderator;  "The  Unfolding  of  the  Spiritual 
Life,"  Rev.  A.  T.  Ronk,  Vice  Moderatoi-.  "Prayer  and 
the  Spiritual  Life"  by  Rev.  Lyle  Albright  and  "Outside 
Activities  and  the  Spiritual  Life"  by  Rev.  G.  T.  Ronk. 

National  Organizations  were  represented  by  Dr.  Clay- 
ton for   the    College,   J.   E.    Stookey   for    the    Publishing 


House,  Phil  Lersch  for  Brethren  Youth,  Harlan  Hol- 
lowell  for  Foreign  and  Home  Missions.  Russel  Rodkey 
gave  some  facts  on  Benevolent  Work.  Mrs.  Russell  Rod- 
key,  National  W.  M.  S.  pi-esident,  spoke  Friday  after- 
noon and  it  was  open  to  all. 

Other  than  the  committee  reports  and  regular  elec- 
tions the  most  outstanding  business  was  that  the  Camp 
Committee  in  the  district  in  charge  of  all  camps,  be  in 
charge  of  the  pastors  of  the  District  with  the  District 
Sunday  School  board  delegated  as  a  counselling  body  of 
advisors. 

Next  year's  Conference  will  be  at  Lanark,  Illinois, 
with   Rev.   A.  T.  Ronk   as   Moderator. 

Mrs.   Loretta    Metzger,    Secretary. 
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WILL  YOUR  WATCH  NIGHT  SERVICE 
BE  ON  THE  REVIVAL  LEVEL? 


"And,  behold,  I  come  quickly;  and  my  reward  is  with 
me,  to  give  every  man  according  as  his  work  shall  be." — 
Rev.  22:12. 

WE   LIVE  in  times  when  souls  are  more  exposed  to 
danger  than  at  any  previous  period  of  church  his- 
tory. One  needs  to  read  only  a  few  passages  on  the  state 
'  of  the  church  at  the  end  of  this  age  to  come  to  this  con- 
I  elusion.   "Little   children,   it   is   the   last  time:   and   as   ye 
i  have  heard  that  antichrist  shall  come,  even  now  are  there 
I  many   antichrists;    whereby  we   know  that  it   is   the   last 
'time"    (I   John   2:18).    "In   the    last   days    perilous    times 
shall  come.  For  men  shall  be  lovers  of  their  own  selves, 
covetous,    boasters,    proud,    blasphemers,     disobedient     to 
'parents,    unthankful,    unholy,    without    natural    affection, 
trucebreakers,  false  accusers,  incontinent,  fierce,  despisers 
of  those  that  are  good,  traitors,  heady,  highminded,  lovers 
of  pleasures  more  than  lovers  of  God;  having  a  form  of 
';  godliness,  but  denying  the  power  thereof  .  .  .  ever  learn- 
jing,   and    never   able    to    come    to    the    knowledge    of   the 
f truth.  Now  as  Jannes  and  Jambres  withstood  Moses,  so 
'do    these    also    resist    the    truth:    men   of    corrupt   minds, 
reprobate  concerning  the  faith"  (II  Tim.  3:1-8  see  verses 
13-17). 

No  exposition  of  the  above  is  necessary.  Every  thought- 
■ful  Christian  (and  especially  pastors  of  churches)  know 
definitely  how  difficult  it  is  to  bring  the  people  of  God 
to  walk  in  "newness  of  life"  so  that  the  power  of  Christ 
might  rest  upon  them,  and  that  out  from  the  Word  of 
God  in  power  might  awaken,  convict,  and  convert  multi- 
tudes. The  enemy  has  come  in  "like  a  flood,"  but  the 
Lord  will,  upon  the  repentance  and  obedience  of  His 
people,  "lift  up  a  standard  against  him."  The  times  are 
difficult,  but  God  is  mightier  than  all  the  principalities 
and  powers  of  hell. 


Let  us  turn  to  God,  fellow  ministers  and  Christians, 
on  this  Watch  Night,  as  did  Wesley  and  Whitefield  and 
their  brethren  in  the  days  of  spiritual  decadence,  in 
1739,  when  on  the  last  night  of  that  year,  God  began  to 
revive  His  work  in  what  is  now  known  as  "THE  GREAT 
AWAKENING."  He  is  the  God  of  the  PRESENT,  as  of 
the  past.  He  will  hear  still,  and  answer  grandly,  the 
prayers  of  right-living  people. 

The  Kind  of  Revival  We  Need 

It  must  be  "a  work  of  God,"  effected  by  the  Spirit, 
in  keeping  with  the  Word.  And  if  it  is  such  a  work  of 
God,  it  will  have  its  usual  marks.  "Return,  O  LORD, 
how  long  ?  and  let  it  repent  thee  concerning  thy  servants. 
O  satisfy  us  early  with  thy  mercy  that  we  may  rejoice 
and  be  glad  all  our  days.  Make  us  glad  according  to  the 
days  wherein  thou  hast  afflicted  us,  and  the  years  where- 
in we  have  seen  evil.  Let  thy  work  appear  unto  thy  ser- 
vants, and  thy  glory  unto  their  children.  And  let  the 
beauty  of  the  LORD  our  God  be  upon  us:  and  establish 
thou  the  work  of  our  hands  upon  us;  yea,  the  work  of 
our  hands  establish  thou  it"  (Psalm  90:13-17). 
Preparations  for  Watch  Night 

Let  ministers  who  long  for  a  spiritual  awakening 
among  their  people  observe  the  counsel  given  in  Proverbs 
16:1  and  in  I  Timothy  4:16.  The  following  pertinent  sug- 
gestions may  be  of  some  value:  Enter  into  God's  presence 
with  praise  and  thanksgiving.  Meditate  on  Sci-iptures 
appropriate  to  the  need  for  revival.  Face  up  to  the  spir- 
itual state  of  God's  people.  Consider  the  world  situa- 
tion. Take  a  glimpse  at  the  cause  of  God  on  mission  fields. 
Pray  in  the  Spirit  for  the  kind  of  revival  wanted  by  the 
Spirit.  End  grandly  with  a  song  of  faith,  hope,  and  love. 
Expect  God  to  give  you  a  blessed  New  Year. 

— Great   Commission   Prayer   League,   Inc. 
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PHE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


News    From    Our 
Churches 


NEW  PARIS,  INDIANA 

Dr.  John  F.  Locke,  of  Maux'ertown,  Va.,  came  to  assist 
the  New  Paris  Church  in  an  intensive  effort  for  souls 
from  October*  28th  to  November  4th.  It  was  his  first  trip 
to  New  Paris.  He  was  well  received  by  all.  His  stirring, 
interesting  messages  carried  the  message  of  the  Word 
to  all  who  heard  him.  Thi-ough  them  he  won  the  appi'oval 
of   the   church  and  the  community. 

Seven  precious  souls  were  baptized  and  received  into 
membership  of  the  church. 

It  was  a  long  distance  to  call  a  man  from  his  home, 
loved  ones  and  churches  but  he  was  willing.  No  one  in 
New  Paris  regrets  it.  During  the  first  prayer  meeting 
of  this  year  (1956)  a  suggestion  was  made  that  we  pray 
for  10  souls  to  be  added  to  the  Lord  and  the  Church 
this  year.  The  goal  has  been  realized.  Ten  have  been  bap- 
tized and  received  into  full  membership  during  the  year. 
We  shall  pray  and  strive  for  no  less  next  year. 

Our  prayers  and  good  \vishes  for  the  entire  church 
during  the   New  Year. 

E.   M.   Riddle. 


ABUNDANT  LIFE  CAMPAIGN  HELD  AT  ASHLAND, 
OHIO 

November  12-18 

It  was  my  privilege  to  be  the  evangelist  for  an  "Abun- 
dant Life  Campaign"  in  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church 
at  Ashland,  Ohio. 

During  the  meeting  we  had  22  decisions.  Five  came 
forward  for  their  first  time  confession  of  Christ,  and 
seventeen  came  to  the  altar  to  rededicate  their  lives  in 
a  closer  walk  with  God.  During  this  week  the  evangelist 
gave  a  series  of  messages  over  Radio  Station  WATG. 
It  was  also  a  thrilling  experience  to  present  a  message 
at  the  Ashland  College  (my  Alma  Mater)  Chapel  service. 

The  weather  was  unusually  mild  for  the/  month  of  No- 
vember, making  it  possible  for  the  excellent  attendance. 
We  were  pleased  to  see  so  many  young  people  at  the 
meeting.  The  evangelist  gave  magical  messages  for  the 
children  each  evening.  Special  delegations  representing 
the  various  auxiliaries  of  the  College,  Seminary,  and 
Church  were  present  each  night.  Near-by  churches  also 
sent  delegations  from  time  to  time  during  the  campaign. 

Here  in  Ashland  we  have  Brethren  who  have  been  cul- 
tured through  the  years  with  excellent  leadership  and 
who  are  very  generous  in  their  expression  of  apprecia- 
tion. Bringing  the  gospel  to  these  Brethren  was  indeed  a 
pleasure. 

The  campaign  was  very  well  promoted  under  the  direc- 
tion of  several  committees  and  the  pastor.  The  Evange- 
listic Committee  was  composed  of  Mrs.  Charles  Munson, 


Dr.  Glenn  Clayton  and  Mrs.  Owen  Smith.  The  newspaper] 
of  the  city  carried  reports  of  the  campaign,  and  the  peo- 1 
pie  were  informed  of  the  meeting  by  a  personal  letter  j 
and  cards.  i 

Music   under  the   capable  direction  of  Mrs.   Leo  Jones 
who   was   song  leader  and   director  of  the   Senior   Choir  i 
was  an  outstanding  feature  at  every  service.  Rev.  Phillip) 
Lersch  was  assistant  song  leader.  Special  musical  features ! 
provided  each  night  were  well  chosen  and  rendered  very 
effectively.  Mrs.  Phillip  Lersch  assisted  by  Rev.  St.  Clair 
Benshoff  and  Mrs.  Richard  Kuns  provided  beautiful  music 
at  the  organ  and  piano.  An  excellent  Junior  Choir  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Richard  Kuns  sang  at  the  worship 
services. 

During  the  meeting  I  lived  in  the  new  beautiful  par-i 
sonage,  and  every  kindness  was  extended  to  me  by  Rev.i 
and  Mrs.  Clarence  Fairbanks  and  family.  Rev.  Fairbanks 
is  certainly  a  very  busy  man.  He  is  the  Editor  for  ouij 
Bi'ethren  Youth  Sunday  School  lessons,  and  has  a  special 
column  in  the  Laymen's  paper  called  "The  Pai'son's  Cor- 
ner," as  well  as  making  further  studies  in  higher  edu- 
cation. Calling  was  done  during  the  meeting  and  some 
splendid  results  were  observed  from  these  personal  con- 
tacts. 

Again  I  want  to  thank  the  pastor  and  his  family  foi 
their  par-excellent  hospitality  and  the  joy  of  serving  Jesusi 
with  them.  Many  thanks  also  to  those  who  were  so  kind^ 
in  preparing  sumptuous  meals  for  the  evangelist  andi 
pastor,  everyone  who  performed  special  services,  and  alli 
who  attended  so  faithfully.  I  want  to  extend  my  appre-i 
elation  to  President  Clayton  and  Dean  Flora  for  theii 
complete  coopei'ation  in  the  campaign  in  clearing  thei 
evening  college  and  seminary  schedule  during  the  week.  1 
also  want  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Park  Streei 
Church  for  the  very  generous  love  offering.  May  ouk 
dear  Lord  richly  bless  everyone  of  you  and  prosper  yoi 
in  His  work.  I  shall  long  remember  the  spiritual  felloW' 
ship  of  the  Ashland  Brethren. 

Evangelist  J.  D.  Hamel,  South  Bend 
Jer.  33:3. 


FALLS  CITY,   NEBRASKA 

The  Falls  City  Church  is  doing  well  with  one  Sunday 
School  Class  organized  for  the  new  year.  It  has  beei 
several  years  since  we  have  had  a  class  for  those  betweei 
the  young  married  people  and  the  older  (King's  Ser 
vants)  class  people  and  we  were  glad  for  it.  There  wer 
thirteen  in  it  Sunday.  There  were  six  delegates  fron 
Falls  City,  two  from  Morrill,  Kansas  and  one  from  Carle 
ton  all  going  in  the  Falls  City  cars.  We  had  a  good  Dis 
trict  Conference,  though  not  too   large   . 

Falls  City  and  Morrill  both  like  their  pastor  and  wif 
who  have  been  with  us  for  one  year  in  October.  i 

He  has  given  us  some  new  things  to  do  or  think  abou  | 
as  our  two  churches  has  given  him.  There  ai'e  some  ne^ 
things  here  in  the  Mid-west  that  one  who  has  preache 
all  his  life  in  the  east  must  get  used  to  and  there  ar 
some  things  in  the  east  an  easterner  has  to  give  us  bu  J 
if   both   sides   put   their  minds   to   these   things   they  ge 
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along   well.    It   is   all   done   with   true   Brethren    Doctrine 
with  no   side  issues   brought  in. 

We  all  hope  that  as  we  are  getting  used  to  each  other 
that  our  churches  will  grow  and  do  better. 

This  district  lost  two  good  ministers  and  gained  only 
one  so  far. 

Mary  E.  Rieger,  Secretary. 


LOST  CREEK,   KENTUCKY 

On  October  8th  Rev.  W.  A.  Thomas  of  North  Liberty, 
Ind.,  came  to  us  for  a  twelve  day  meeting.  The  weather 
was  very  nice  for  the  meetings,  the  crowds  were  good 
and  steady,  of  course  there  was  the  usual  lack  of  the 
unsaved  who  did  not  come  so  much,  but  all  and  in  all 
the  attendance  was  very  good.  It  was  altogether  a  very 
good   revival   meeting. 

Bro.  Thomas  and  the  writer  visited  quite  extensively 
the  first  days  of  the  meeting  which  always  is  fruitful  for 
the  Lord.  We  visited  practically  every  home  in  this  im- 
mediate community.  The  meetings  were  a  spiritual  uplift 
for  the  church  here.  There  were  an  even  thirty  decisions 
for  the  Lord,  fifteen  first  time,  and  the  other  reconse- 
crations. 

Brother  Thomas  was  indeed  a  fine  yokefellow  to  work 
with.  His  leadership  of  the  meetings,  in  the  singing,  and 
then  his  real  Gospel  messages,  was  very  good,  and  ef- 
fective. 

He  also  brought  along  with  him  a  Brother  in  the 
North  Liberty  Church,  Elder  Merl  Shoemaker,  who  was 
also  a  real  help  in  the  services.  The  fellowship  in  all 
(was  very  fine,  and  their  work  was  a  real  uplift  to  the 
I  community  and   the  church. 

G.   E.  Drushal. 


MY   DIARY 


Mrs.  George  Drushal 


Sept.  20.  Thurs.  Full  day  as  usual.  Mrs.  Ratley  helped 
;me  in  the  clothing  room.  At  our  Bible  class  at 
JLandrums,  we  finished  the  last  chapter  of  Ephesians,  and 
I  had  quite  a  discussion  as  to  what  book  to  study  next. 
iSome  wanted  to  take  up  another  New  Testament  book, 
jsome  one  of  the  Old  Testament.  One  said,  "Let's  take 
jGenesis."  Another  replied  "I  never  could  get  interested 
in  the  Old  Testament  and  sure  don't  want  to  study  Gene- 
sis." We  said  to  ourselves  it  was  time  to  get  interest 
iaroused  in  the  0.  T.,  so  we  said  "Why  not  try  about 
|flve  chapters  in  Genesis  for  five  weeks,  and  if  we  don't 
,like  it,  we'll  change  to  something  else."  All  agreed.  We 
iknow  they'll  all  like  it.  To  Rowdy  tonight.  Mr.  Teed  gave 
the  message  and  Mrs.  Allen  led  the  singing  as  Papa's 
throat  was  sore. 

Sept.  21.  Fri.  Ronks  brought  their  new  baby  home 
last  night.  We  all  went  up  to  see  it  tonight.,  It's  a  pretty 
little  thing.  Had  two  ball  games  this  afternoon  with 
lOakdale.  Their  boys  won,  and  our  girls  won.  The  girl's 


game  was  really  funny.  This  is  the  week  end  most  of 
the  students  go  home.  All  went  but  two  girls  and  two 
boys.  Adah  got  Don  to  drive  her  to  Frankfort  to  see  the 
State  High-school  inspector  about  our  problem  of  teach- 
er shortage.  Children  are  beginning  to  go  to  the  paw- 
paw patch  and  coming  in  with  big  luscious  ones.  They 
bring  some  to  us.  We  know  summer  is  over  now,  when 
the  paw-paws  are  ripe. 

Sept.  22.  Sat.  Adah  reported  good  news  from  Frank- 
fort. They  will  accept  our  school  on  an  accredited  basis 
and  permit  us  to  use  those  who  are  available  even  though 
they  are  not  college  graduates,  on  account  of  the  great 
scarcity  of  teachers  in  the  State.  They  will  accept  our 
extra  help  on  an  emergency  basis.  This  enables  us  to 
use  Mr.  Teed  for  Manual  Training,  and  we  might  be 
able  to  find  one  more  such.  Papa  climbed  the  hill  to 
the  paw-paw  patch  and  brought  down  a  big  bag  full 
of  nice  ripe  ones.  Said  he  wanted  the  fun  of  picking 
them  off  the  tree  himself.  He  shared  with  the  children 
who  have  been  bringing  them  down  to  us.  He  then  spent 
the  afternoon  visiting,  and  made  a  business  trip  to  Jack- 
son. Mrs.  Branson  and  Mrs.  Combs  called  this  after- 
noon. I  spent  most  of  forenoon  going  over  the  office  books. 
Mrs.  Ratley  took  advantage  of  children  being  gone  and 
not  having  much  cooking  to  do  and  she  and  the  two 
girls  who  were  here  really  went  after  things  in  the  dor- 
mitory, cleaning  cupboards,  painting  and  fixing  things  up 
in  general.  Papa  preached  at  Haddix  tonight.  Good  at- 
tendance and  good  attention.  I  was  afraid  he  would  be 
completely  tired  out  after  his  busy  day,  topping  it  off 
with  hill-climbing  for  paw-paws,  then  preaching  tonight, 
but  he  says  he  isn't.  Notice  on  wall  chart  at  Haddix 
that  attendance  there  each  week,  is  a  few  more  than 
last. 

Sept,  23.  Sun.  Sunday  schools  here  and  at  Rowdy  pre- 
paring for  Promotion  Day.  After  Church  this  afternoon, 
we  went  up  to  Home  Place  Hospital  and  visited  some  of 
the  patients  who  are  members  of  our  Outpost  Sunday 
schools.  On  way  home  called  on  another  child  who  is 
sick.  After  supper,  went  up  to  see  Henry  Fields  to  see 
if  he  would  preach  for  us  tonight  as  Bro.  Jackson  is 
sick.  He  came  and  preached  a  fine  sermon.  Decided  to 
buy  new  hymn  books  for  S.  S.  here.  Papa  explained  to 
the  church  the  $10.00  Club,  insisting  that  we  get  new 
members.  He  also  made  a  plea  for  more  of  our  folks  to 
back   up   the    Building   work. 
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OYSTER-LAMB.  The  wedding  of  Miss  Addie  Ilene 
Oyster  to  William  Lamb,  both  of  Louisville,  took  place 
at  the  Brethren  Church,  Louisville,  Ohio,  Thanksgiving 
afternoon  before  a  group  of  relatives.  The  pastor  per- 
formed the  ceremony.  Addie  Ilene  is  a  music  teacher  in 
the  East  Canton  school.  Mr.  Lamb  is  manager  of  the 
Lamb's  Auto  Supply  Co.,  in  Canton.  Both  are  active 
members  of  the  Brethren  Church  in  Louisville.  Mrs.  Lamb 
is  a  member  of  the  Music  committee  of  the  church  and 
assistant  organist.  They  will  reside  in  their  new  home 
near   Freebuig,    on    State    route    15.'?. 

L.  V.  King. 
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Vrayer  fUeeting 
Studies 

IBy  Q.  T.  §ilmev 


"ANGELS  FROM  THE  REALMS  OF  GLORY" 

Angels   from  the   Realms   of  Glory, 

Wing   your  flight    o'er   all    the    earth; 

Ye,  who  sang  creation's  story. 

Now  proclaim  Messiah's  birth: 

Come  and  worship,  come  and  worship. 

Worship   Christ,  the   new-bom  King." 

NOT  ONLY  THE  PROPHETS,  but  also  the  angels 
were  much  concerned  about  the  coming  Salvation 
(1  Peter  1:10-12).  Thus  an  angel  appeared  to  Zacharias 
to  tell  of  the  birth  of  the  forerunners  of  Christ  (Luke 
1:10-17).  And  thus  the  Angel  Gabriel  appeared  to  an- 
nounce the  miraculous  conception  of  the  Son  of  God  to 
the  virgin  Mary  (Luke  1:26-38).  Then  an  angel  of  the 
Lord  appeared  unto  Joseph,  who  was  engaged  to  Mary 
(Matt.  1:20,  21).  The  angel  of  the  Lord,  accompanied 
by  a  choir  of  angels,  announced  the  birth  of  Christ  to  the 
Judean  shepherds  (Luke  2:7-20).  The  angel  of  the  Lord 
appeared  to  Joseph  in  dreams  relative  to  the  guardianship 
of  the   Christ-child   (Matt.  2:13,  19,  20). 

"The  Angel's  song  of  'Peace  on  Earth,' 
Announcing  Christ  the  Savior's  birth, 
Is   still   the   song  of  'peace'  and  'grace' 
Unto  a   lost  and   sinful   race." 

In  all  their  ministrations  in  connection  with  the  Christmas 
event  the  angels  sought  to  allay  all  fear  in  their  audi- 
ences (Luke  1:13,  30;  Matt.  1:20;  Luke  2:10).  Angels  con- 
tinued to  show  their  deep  concern  in  salvation  by  min- 
istering to  Christ  after  the  temptation  in  the  wilder- 
ness (Mark  1:13),  and  after  His  agonizing  prayers  in 
the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  (Luke  22:43).  An  angel  ap- 
peared to  triumphantly  roll  the  stone  from  the  door  of 
the  tomb  on  resurrection  morning  (Matt.  28:2).  Angels 
witnessed  His   ascension  to   Heaven    (Acts  1:10,  11). 

Angels  are  defined  in  Hebrews  1:14.  They  number  many 
millions  (Rev.  5:11).  The  angels  are  immortal  (Luke 
20:36).  At  the  end  of  this  world  the  angels  will  be  the 
reapers  (Matt.  13:39),  and  shall  sever  the  wicked  from 
the  just  (v.  49).  All  the  "holy  angels"  will  accompany 
Christ  on  His  return  to  earth   (Matt.  25:31). 

We  are  not  to  worship  angels  (Col.  2:18).  We  shall 
judge  fallen  angels  (1  Cor.  6:3).  Fallen  angels  are  re- 
served for  judgment  (Jude  6).  Evil  angels  are  bent  upon 
harm  (Psalm  78:49),  but  the  angels  of  God  are  our  guar- 
dians (Psalm  34:7;  2  Kings  6:16,  17).  Angels  showed 
their  concern  for  our  salvation  in  Jacob's  dream  in  which 
Christ  bridges  the  gulf  between  earth  and  Heaven  (Gen. 
28:12). 

We  are  assured  that  angels  show  their  concern  for 
the  little  ones  (Matt.  8:10).  Angels  befriended  the  needy 
Hagar  (Gen.  21:17-19),  and  the  prophet  Elijah  (1  Kings 
19:5-8),   An   angel   accompanied   and   also   led  Abraham's 


servant  (Gen.  24:7,  40).  An  angel  befriended  the  impris-j 
oned  apostles    (Acts   5:19,  20),  and  Peter  in    answer    t(l 
prayer  (Acts  12:5-11).  Angels  conveyed  the  soul  of  Laz-j 
arus,  a  saved  beggar,  to  Abraham's  bosom  (Luke  16:22)": 
Evidently    angels   are    offended    when     God's    people     d(j 
wrong    (1    Cor.    11:10),   and   will  even   attempt   to    bloclf 
man's    waywai-dness    (Num.   22:31,   32).   Angels  share   ii 
Christ's   joy    (Heb.  12:2)    in    seeing    souls    saved    (Luk( 
15:7).    No    wonder    angels    shared    their    Christmas    jo} 
with  men  (Luke  2:10-15). 

"We  did  not  see  the  crowded  inn 

Or  pause  beside  the  manger  bed 

Or  hear  above  the  stable's  din  j 

The  words  of  joy  the  angels  said.  ] 

We  did  not  gladly  go  along  i 

With    shepherds    on   that   holy  night 

Or  see  the  star  or  hear  the  song 

Or  see  the  angels  clad  in  white. 

But  we  can  make  our  heai'ts  an  inn, 

That  once  were  vile  as  stable  beds. 

And  we  can  still  the  rabble's  din 

With  quiet  peace  that  calms  our  dreads. 

By  faith  we  yet  may  go  along 

To  Bethlehem  some  holy  night 

And  mingle  with  the  angel  throng 

Our  hymns  of  love  and  peace  and  light." 


William   H.  Anderson 


Lesson  for  December  23,  1956 

THE  WORD   BECOMES  FLESH 

Lesson:  John   1:1-18 

"ONE  THING  I've  found  out  about  Christmas  is  thi 
whatever  you  do,  or  wherever  you  live,  you  can  ai 
people  what  they  would  like  for  Christmas  and  nine  timi 
out  of  ten  the  answer  is  the  same.  They'll  want  somi 
thing  material. 

"At  first,  this  discovery  merely  had  me  amused.  Bi 
not  any  longer.  In  fact,  it!  greatly  irritates  me  and  I  wis 
that  something  could  be  done  about  it.  Why?  Becaus 
I'm  one  of  those  fortunate  few  who  can  buy  almost  anj 
thing  they  want  .  .  .  and  I've  found  it  isn't  so  importai, 
after  all.  ' 

"The  one  thing  I'd  really  like  for  Christmas  is  'peac 
in  every  meaning  of  the  word  .  .  .  peace  of  mind,  peat) 
of  soul,  the  kind  of  peace  you  have  whenl  you  don't  waij 
anything."  j 

The  above  was  spoken  by  Dave  Garroway,  the  T.  M 
performer.  Whatever  you  may  think  about  this  individuij 
you  will  doubtless  agree  he  has  given  us  a  gem  of  wi;j 
dom.  It  would  do  well  for  us  all  at  this  season  of  tlj 
year  to  think  on  these  things.  Our  minds  are  turned  j 
the  giving  and  receiving  of  gifts.  What  do  we  real' 
want  for  Christmas  ?  Do  we  think  simply  upon  that  whifti^ 
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is   material  ?    Or  do   we   long  for  that   which   silver  and 
gold  cannot  buy? 

God's  Christmas  Gift  to  a  lost  and  dying  world  was 
in  the  form  of  a  spiritual  gift.  Yet  His  Gift  was  a  Per- 
son—His Son,  the  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST!  Christ  was 
given  but  once.   But  the  results  are   perpetual! 

Jesus  Christ  is  referred  to  by  John  as  the  Logos 
("Word").  The  Greeks  spoke  of  the  Logos  as  meaning 
"the  divine  word  or  reason,  immanent  and  dynamic  in 
the  cosmic  process.  The  early  Christian  thinkers  came 
along  and  took  up  that  word  Logos,  and  used  it  to  ex- 
press their  idea  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  pre-existent 
creator  and  the  incarnate  Redeemer  of  all  men." 

Christ  existed  "in  the  beginning"  with  God.  In  fact, 
says  John,  He  "was  God."  In  order  that  He  might  come 
down  to  help  sinful  men,  Christ  "was  made  flesh,  and 
dwelt  among  us." 

What  did  His  coming  mean  to  men?  Was  He  able  to 
help  lost  humanity?  Christ  longed  to  help  all  men,  but 
not  all  would  receive  Him.  "But  as  many  as  received 
Him,  to  them  gave  He  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God, 
even  to   them    that   believe    on    His   name"    (vs.    12). 

The  message  of  Christmas,  then,  is  this.  Men  who  are 
lost  in  sin — ungodly  men — corrupt,  evil  men — good,  moral 
men — may  be  transformed  into  Sons  of  the  Living  God 
by  receiving  Jesus  Christ  and  believing  on  His  name! 

"O  God  our  Heavenly  Father,  grant  unto  us  at  this 
Christmas  Season  Thy  Peace.  Give  us  hearts  that  de- 
sire the  spiritual  rather  than  the  material.  May  the 
One  who  became  flesh  and  dwelt  among  men  dwell 
within  our  hearts  and  lives.  In  His  Holy  Name  we 
pray.    Amen." 
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Sunday  School  Suggestions 

The   Sunday    School  Board   of 
The  Brethren  Church 

by     Jerry  Flora 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LIBRARY 

SUNDAY  SCHOOLS  EVERYWHERE,  even  very  small 
ones,  are  starting  libraries  or  building  up  the  libraries 
they  have.  With  the  huge  amount  of  Christian  literature 
on  the  market,  no  one  can  afford  to  neglecli  the  benefits 
of  selected  reading.  This  is  so  important  that  it  is  a  part 
of  the  "Standard  of  Excellence  for  Brethren  Sunday 
Schools."    (See  the  Brethren  Evangelist  of  December  1.) 

Organization 

Set  up  a  Library  Committee  to  build  up  interest  in 
the  project  and  guide  it  in  the  future.  The  committee 
should  recruit  a  suitable  librarian  and  one  or  two  assis- 
tants. 

The  librarian  must  possess  a  good  character,  love 
for  books,  patience,  and  enjoyment  of  careful  work. 
A  good  education,  typing  ability,  and  poster-making 
skill    are   helpful. 

A  manual  such  as  Church  Library  Handbook  by  La- 
Vose    A.    Wallin   is   useful   in    guiding   the   librarian   and 
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the   committee.   Public  librarians  also  are  generally  glad 
to  give  advke. 

Location 

Whether  you  start  with  a  single  shelf  or  a  whole 
room,  be  sure  it  is  convenient,  attractive,  and  well 
lighted.  It  should  be  readily  accessible  but  out  of  traffic. 

Equipment  and  Supplies 

Essential  equipment  includes  shelves — preferably  open 
— 8  inches  deep  by  11  inches  high;  a  suitable  desk  or 
table  for  the  librarian;  a  modest  supply  cabinet;  and 
a   bulletin  board. 

Basic  supplies  are  rubber  dating  stamp  and  pad,  card 
pockets  and  cards,  date  slips,  paste  and  brush,  and 
bookplates. 

How    to   Get   Books 

1.  Library  Day.  Designate  one  Sunday  on  which  each 
family  or  member  will  be  encouraged  to  present  a  vol- 
ume in  honor  of  some  loved  one.  A  strong  incentive  for 
giving  such  books  is  the  fact  that  the  names  of  the 
person  honored  and  the  donors  will  be  inscribed  on  a 
bookplate  in  the  front  of  the  book.  Essential  to  this  is 
a  list  of  books  desired.  This  list  (with  prices)  should 
be  prepared  by  the  Library  Committee  in  consultation 
with  the  librarian. 

2.  Memorials.  Books  appropriately  inscribed  make  an 
excellent  memorial.  Many  families  go  so  far  as  to  re- 
quest that  memorial  books  be  presented  instead  of  flow- 
ers. Books  given  as  memorials  should  be  temporarily 
displayed  where  everyone  may  look  them  over  and  read 
the  names  of  the  donors  on  the  bookplates. 

3.  Special  Days.  Adult  classes  may  ask  that  each 
member  bring  a  book  for  the  library  on  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing his  birthday.  Mother's  Day  and  Father's  Day 
present  good  occasions  for  people  to  honor  their  parents 
and  further  their  ideals. 

4.  A  Standing  List.  Keep  always  on  the  library  bul- 
letin board  a  short  list  (with  prices)  of  interesting  new 
books  which  the  library  needs,  and  invite  members  to 
present  them.  Recommendations  may  be  obtained  from 
The  Sunday  School  Board,  Ashland  College,  Ashland, 
Ohio. — Adapted. 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil   Lersch,   Youth   Director 

IF  YOU  LOVE  HIM 

WHY  NOT  SERVE  HIM? 

Miss  Julia  King 

It  has  been  almost  ten  years  since  I  sat  around  the 
blazing  campfire  at  Camp  Shipshewana,  watching  the 
leaping  flames  illumine  the  darkness  of  the  night,  while 
we  lifted  our  young  voices  in  song  together.  Yet  the 
words  of  "Jacob's  Ladder"  and  many  other  of  our  favor- 
ite camp  songs  echo  clearly  in  my  mind.  It  was  there  on 
that  silent  hillside  that  the  meaning  of  these  words 
began  to  grow  in  my  life.  There  I  caught  a  clearer  vision 
of  the   Light  which  leads  eternally. 

This  summer  as  I  stood  around  our  campfire  in  the 
little  town  of  Alten  Buseck,  Germany,  one  Sunday  eve- 
ning, I  could  not  help  but  recall  the  many  happy  mem- 
ories of  similar  experiences  back  home.  But  this  was  so 
different!  Our  international  work  camp  was  surely  the 
talk  of  the  town  from  the  very  moment  we  twenty-four 
foreigners  arrived.  Tula,  our  Swedish  representative,  with 
her  bright  blonde  hair  strikingly  contrasted  the  black 
skin  of  Allie,  our  southern  Negro  representative.  Thus 
we  were,  full  of  variety  in  looks,  temperament,  and  rep- 
resenting eleven  different  countries,  living  and  working 
together  in  Germany  for  five  weeks.  The  German  people 
of  our  village  greeted  us  warmly  with  the  typical  German 
handshake  as  we  labored  daily  with  the  young  men  of 
the  village,  helping  to  build  a  YMCA  youth  freetime 
home.  They  sat  at  their  windows  and  greeted  us  with 
"Guten  Tag"  as  we  walked  to  and  from  work  each  day. 

Yet  we  had  no  idea  that  an  American  picnic  and  camp- 
fire  would  attract  so  much  attention.  We  planned  the 
evening  simply,  hoping  to  share  our  American  cultui'e 
with  our  international  friends  and  the  German  YMCA 
group.  It  was  to  our  utter  amazement  that  the  people  of 
the  town  started  arriving.  The  children  gobbled  down  our 
marshmellows  in  no  time — they  were  the  first  marsh- 
mellows  they  had  ever  eaten.  Before  long  a  crowd  of 
three  hundred  had  gathered,  standing  closely  around  our 
blazing  campfire  in  order  that  the  heat  of  the  fire  might 
penetrate  the  cool  dampness  of  the  German  climate. 
Here  we  stood  for  several  hours  sharing  songs  from  our 
different  homelands  in  our  various  languages  until  finally 
in  closing  we  formed  a  huge  circle  to  sing  with  the  Ger- 
mans "Kein  Schoener  Land."  Another  memorable  camp- 
fire  had  been  burned  upon  my  memory. 

This  is  just  one  of  the  unforgettable  memories  from 
a  summer  full  of  rich  experiences.  It  was  my  opportunity 
to  travel  in  Europe  this  past  summer  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Brethren  Service  Commission.  This  organization, 
operated  by  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  seeks  to  render 
service  to  those  in  need  and  witness  through  a  positive, 
active  program  of  love.  Our  tour  took  us  through  France, 
Belgium,  Holland,  Germany,  Switzerland,  Italy,  and  Aus- 
tria, where  we  saw  the  program  in  action  in  many  places 


(The  picture  above  was  taken  last  summer  in  an  Inter- 1 
national  Workcamp  in  Alten-Buseck,  Germany.  Left  to 
Right— Julia  King  (U.  S.),  Vim  (Holland),  Charley! 
(France),  Silvio  and  Gulio  (Italy),  and  Antonio  (Por-| 
tugal). 


where  young  volunteers  were  spending  their  two  years  of 
service  by  working  in  the  reconstruction  of  war  areas  oi 
with  refugees. 

Work  Camping  is  just  one  area  of  the  BSC  program 
in  Europe.  But  why  work  camping,  you  ask?  What  is 
the  value  of  digging  trenches  and  laying  foundations  ^ 
I  wondered  too  as  I  suddenly  became  aware  of  "new' 
muscles  in  a  most  painful  way  and  blisters  started  foi-m- 
ing  on  my  hands.  It  isn't  long  before  one  faces  reality 
in  such  a  situation.  Yet  as  we  worked  together  and  thf 
walls  started  forming,  barriers  began  to  break  down  be-i 
tween  nations  and  personalities.  We  were  building  to' 
gether,  and  as  the  walls  went  up  the  evidence  built  i 
firmer  foundation  by  cementing  our  friendships  with  on(; 
another.  . 

As  John  from  Greece  told  us  about  the  Cyprus  prob 
lem,  we  listened  more  carefully.  The  problems  of  Egyp  j 
became  alive  as  Onci  explained  his  country's  situation  ii 
the  world.  The  tensions  of  the  world  became  vitally  im ' 
portant  as  our  friends  told  us  about  their  own  country 
At  the  same  time  we  were  seeking  to  understand  an(| 
love  one  another,  not  always  successfully  at  that.  Ye! 
as  we  bowed  our  heads  in  worship  at  the  close  of  ou:i 
evening  meal  our  differences  were  melted  as  we  sough; 
the  Will  of  God  together.  The  true  meaning  of  "In  Chris  j 
There  Is  No  East  or  West"  became  alive  within  ou ! 
group. 

The  opportunity  is  yours  also,  you  who  sing  "Jacob', 
Ladder."  The  needs  are  limitless  on  our  own  country  a  I 
well  as  abroad — "If  you  love  Him,  why  not  servj 
Him?   ..."  j 

(Ed  note — Miss  Julia  King  is  a  member  of  the  Gosheii 
Indiana,  Brethren  Church,  having  attended  Camp  Ship 
shewana  for  several  years.  I  can  remember  her  fin 
Christian  spirit  as  a  fellow  camper  and  know  that  it  ha 
been  a  part  of  her  through  these  years.  Many  thanks  t 
her  for  sharing  her  experiences  in  an  International  Wor 
Camp  with  us.  If  any  of  you  readers  would  be  intereste 
in  such  an  experience,  write  to  Brethren  Youth,  Ashlan 
College,  Ashland,  Ohio  for  information.  You'll  never  r( 
gret  it!) 
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by   Helen  Jordan 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT  EXCHANGE 

Scripture:   St.  Matthew  16:26 

"For  what  is  a  man  profited,  if  he  shall  gain  the  world, 
and  lose  his  own  soul?"  Or  what  shall  a  man  give  in 
exchange  for  his  soul? 

CHRISTMAS  is  a  blessed  time  of  sharing.  "It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  As  v^^e  open  our 
gift  exchange  this  year,  let  us  open  our  hearts  to  God's 
gift  of  eternal  love  for  each  one  of  us. 

So  many,  gifts  do  not  fit,  or  do  not  bring  pleasure 
to  the  receiver.  So  the  great  trip  begins,  back  to  the 
[merchandise  counters  to  make  the  exchange — to  seek 
.something  more  desirable. 

Have  you  ever  wondered  just  what  you  are  exchanging 
iyour  Christmas  Tree  for?  If  your  Christmas  Tree  will 
jbe  a  symbol  of  your  Faith  in  Him,  who  came  to  bring 
(beauty  to  this  drab  world,  then  there  will  be  no  problem 
liof  exchange.  For  that  same  Christ  will  be,  "As  a  tree 
planted  by  the  river  of  living  water"  to  you,  bringing 
1  peace  and  good  will  to  all  men  all  the  year  through. 

I  When  you  remove  the  Star  from  your  Tree,  what  will 
lyou  exchange  it  for?  Will  it  be  exchanged  for  a(  brighter 
jhope,  born  anew  in  our  hearts  ?  Yes,  let  us  exchange 
jit  for  a  spirit  of  God's  Love  for  the  world.  Have  you 
(ever  stopped  to  compare  your  life  with  what  it  might 
jbe  with  no  Star  in  the  world  ?  The  Christmas  story  minus 
the  shepherds,  wise  men,  babe  in  the  manger,  becomes 
pointless  and  disorganized,  Mrithout  the  Star.  The  Star 
is  the  centerpiece  of  the  entire  scene.  Unless  the  Star 
and  the  Manger  are  exchanged  for  Faith  in  that  which 
lit  symbolizes,  then,  "God  so  loved  the  world,"  becomes 
only  an  abstract  philosophy. 

We  never  quite  understand  that  "The  Word  became 
Iflesh  and  dwelt  among  us."  Truly,  it  is,  God  with  us, 
when  we  look  upon  the  babe  lying  in  the  manger.  What 
can  you  exchange  Him  for?  With  the  disciples  of  old 
we  must  recognize  that  He  alone  hath  the  words  of  eter- 
nal life.  There  is  salvation  in  no  other  name  given  among 
men.  So  the  glory  of  Christmas  is  much  more  than  these 
jfigures  and   exchangeable  things. 

"For  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul?" 
jThe  souls  of  men  belong  to  God,  For  God  created  man, 
and  breathed  into  man's  nostrils  the  breath  of  life.  And 
jwith  that  breath  of  God,  man  became  a  living  soul.  It 
jis  the  one  thing  beyond  man's  power  to  exchange. 

"Whosoever  will  save  his  life  shall  lose  it,  and  whoso- 
ver  will  lose  his  life  for  my  sake,  shall  find  it."  The 
iarkness  of  this  world  can  be  exchanged  for  the  love 
)f  God  ringing  in  our  hearts.  The  joy  of  a  growing 
'aith  in  a  Saviour,  that  came  to  save  us  from  sin. 

Let  the  love  of  Christ  in  us  bring  Heavenly  Joy  into 
)ur  hearts  and  lives;  without  Christ  in  our  hearts.  Chris- 


tians have  no  real  Christmas.  Letl  us  resolve  to  celebrate 
Christ's  birthday,  by  giving  Him  first  place  in  our  wor- 
ship, homes  and  lives.  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest^  and 
on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men." 

We  too  can  glorify  God  this  Christmas  by  focusing  our 
thoughts,  our  actions,  and  our  lives  upon  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  radiance  and  beauty  of  Christmastide. 

Mrs.   R.   K.   Higgins, 

Elkhart,  Indiana. 

CHRISTMAS   BLESSINGS 

ONCE  MORE  WE  FIND  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  a 
wonderful  season  of  Peace  and  Good  Will,  when  we 
celebrate  the  birthday  of  Christ,  our  Lord.  Surely  our 
hearts  should  be  filled  with  happiness  and  joy  in  His 
service  as  we  think  of  God's  unspeakable  gift  to  the 
world.  As  Christians,  we  should  be  moved  to  a  more  zeal- 
ous service  for  others  in  the  name  of  Christ.  There  are 
so  many  lovely  things  that  people  think  of  doing  in  De- 
cember which  spread  good  will  and  cheer  to  others.  This 
month  would  be  a  fine  time  to  visit  the  sick  and  sing 
carols  for  them,  to  read  the  Scriptures  and  pray  for 
them.  That  means  giving  of  your  time — something  more 
precious  than  money  can  buy.  You  can  scarcely  realize 
how  much  the  sick  appi'eciate  your  kind  deeds  and 
thoughtful  words.  Time  passes  very  slowly  for  a  shut-in! 

Christmas  is  a  time  of  Faith  and  Hope,  and  stands  for 
the  overflowing  Love  of  God  as  expressed  by  the  gift 
of  His  only  begotten  Son  to  a  world  of  human  kind. 
What  then  can  we  give  to  Him?  No  matter  how  simple 
our  gifts,  they  are  blessed  if  given  in  the  spirit  of  love 
and  self-forgetfulness.  The  wise  men  gave  valuable 
things,  not  because  they  were  valuable,  but  because  they 
were  what  they  had  and  they  wanted  to  give  their  best. 
The  shepherds  had  no  gold,  frankincense  or  myrrh,  but 
they  gave  themselves.  There  is  no  greater  gift  that  we 
can  give  to  Him — than  ourselves  and  our  devoted  sei'vice 
for  others   in  His  name. 

Our  happiness  multiplies  when  we  share  it  with  others! 
There  are  many  people  who  need  material  help  and 
since  God  has  blessed  us  so  bountifully,  let  us  share  of 
our  surplus.  God  tells  us  that  even  those  who  give  a 
cup  of  cold  water  in  His  name  will  be  blessed.  Thousands 
of  people  throughout  the  world  are  destitute  and  home- 
less because  of  the  ravages  of  war  and  famine  at  this 
Christmas  season.  So  let  us  read  God's  Word  and  learn 
of  His  way  for  us  and  then  go  out  to  SHARE  it  w'ith 
others   throughout  the   world. 

As   glory  shown   that   night  within  the   sheltering  stable 
wall, 

The  gentle  Babe  of  Bethlehem  was  born  the  Lord  of  all; 
And  may  the  love  He  brought  to  earth  to  guide  us  on  our 

way. 
Bless  each  of  you  with  happiness  this  joyous  Christmas 

Day. 

Mrs.   J.   Milton   Bowman, 

Falls,    City,    Nebraska. 
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Select  Bible  Study  Aids! 


HITCHCOCK'S 


TOPICAL   BIBLE 

AND 
CRUDEN'S  CONCORDANCE 


•  The  entire  Bible  in  a  TOPICAL  ARRANGEMENT,  plus  the  famous 
CRUDEN'S  CONCORDANCE    in   the   same   binding! 

•  Here  you  may  find  in  an  instant  everything  the  Bible  says  on: 
FAITH,  SATAN,  MIRACLES,  LOVE,  CHILDREN,  DEATH,  WAR,  PEACE, 
and    hundreds   of   other   topics!     Full    Scripture   text   given. 

•  "The  pastor,  teacher,  or  any  other  serious  student  of  the  written 
Word  will  find  ...  a  storehouse  of  Biblical  information  so  arranged 
as  to  furnish  expert  advice."  —  Christian   Life 


DAVIS 


dictionary  of  the  BIBLE 

FOURTH   REVISED   EDITION    •    BY  JOHN   D.   DAVIS 

Every    Christian    home    and    every    Bible    student's    library    needs    a    trustworthy 

Bible   dictionary. 

The    Bible    dictionary    lauded    by   evangelical    leaders   everywhere. 

Donald  Grey   Barnhouse:   "The  best   Bible  dictionary   in  the  world." 

V/ilbur   M.    Smith:    "The    best    one-volume    Bible    dictionary    from    the    conservative 

viewpoint." 

The   Bible   dictionary  which   can   be   recommended   without   reservation,   as   being 

True   to  the   Bible. 

The   Highest   20th   Century   Scholarship. 

DE    LUXE    GIFT    EDITION    (Boxed) 
$7.50 


(^nudm^ 


UNABRIDGED  CONCORDANCE 

WITH      NOTES      AND      COMMENTS 

•  This  is  the  large  unabridged  edition  of  the  concordance  exactly  as  it 
came  from  the  desk  of  its  original  author,  Alexander  Cruden.  It  retains 
those  features  that  made  the  original  Cruden's  so  valuable. 

•  Charles  H.  Spurgeon  said,  "Be  sure  you  buy 
a  genuine  unabridged  Cruden  and  none  of  the 
modern  substitutes;  good  as  they  may  be  at  the 
price.  .  .  .  You  need  only  one:  have  none  but 
the   besti" 


CRUDEN'S  CONCORDANCE 

HANDY  REFERENCE  EDITION 

For  laymen  studying  the  Bible,  Sunday  School  teachers.  Christian  workers  and 
students,  this  new  Handy  Reference  Edition  of  Cruden's  Concordance  is  a 
pleosure  to  use.  By  means  of  the  key  word  method  it  guides  you  quickly  to 
the  exact  location  of  any  text  of  Scripture.  You  will  be  surprised  at  the  large 
size  of  this  volume,   and  the  clear   readable   type.  342   Pages,   $2.95 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  Moderator 
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Items  of  general   Interest 


SARASOTA,  FLORIDA.  Brother  Lyle  Lichtenberger 
was  the  devotional  speaker  over  radio  station  WSPB 
during  the  third  week  of  November.  The  program  was 
broadcast  twice  daily. 

A  Teacher  Training  Class  has  been  started  in  the  Sar- 
asota church. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  Eight  new  members  have  been 
baptized   and   received   into   the   church. 

The  Laymen's  public  service  was  held  on  November 
4th. 

The  Washington  bulletin  notes  an  attendance  of  141  in 
Sunday  School  on  November  11th.  This  was  a  gain  of  35 
over   a    year   ago. 

JOHNSTOWN,  PENNA.  THIRD  BRETHREN.  An  at- 
tendance of  "about  50"  is  reported  for  a  recent  Wednes- 
day evening  Family  Night  service. 

NEW  LEBANON,  OHIO.  A  letter  from  Brother  John 
T.  Byler  carries  the  comment  that  the  outside  work  on 
their  new  church  addition  is  all  done,  heat  is  in  the  build- 
ing, and  Sunday  School  classes  have  been  meeting  in  the 
new  building  for  several  weeks.  The  bulk  of  the  finishing 
work  yet  remains  to  be  done,  with  tiling  of  the  floor 
and  the  plastering  being  the  present  activity.  An  Easter 
dedication  date  appears  probable. 

BRYAN,  OHIO.  Brother  Alvin  Grumbling,  in  his  week- 
ly news  letter  to  his  congregation,  notes:  "Our  parking 
lot  is  now  finished  .  .  .  this  is  the  last  of  our  building 
program  ...  in  the  past  two  years  we  have  expanded 
our  facilities  on  this  corner  for  better  service  to  the  com- 
munity and  for  the  Lord.  Our  cost  has  been  around 
$40,000."  The  Bryan  building  program  included  reloca- 
tion of  the  parsonage,  a  Sunday  School  addition  and  ade- 
quate parking  area. 

ROANN,  INDIANA.  Arriving  too  late  for  advance  an- 
nouncement was  the  note  concerning  the  ordination  of 
William  E.  Boyer  on  December  16th.  Brother  Boyer  is  a 
member  of  the  Roann  Church,  attended  Manchester  Col- 
lege and  Ashland  Seminary  and  taught  for  two  years  at 
Lost  Creek,  Kentucky.  (We  hope  to  have  a  full  report 
of  the  ordination  sei-vice  soon.  Ed.) 

WARSAW,  INDIANA.  Brother  Robert  Holsinger  waa 
"Moments  of  Meditation"  speaker  over  WRSW  the  week 
of  December  10th. 


GOSHEN,  INDIANA.  Eight  were  baptized  and  receh 
into  the  full  fellowship  of  the  church  on  November  25i 

OAKVILLE,  INDIANA.  One  new  member  was  receiv 

by  baptism  recently. 

MUNCIE,  INDIANA.  We  quote  from  the  Muncie  b' 
letin:  "Our  pastor  is  steadily  improving."  (We  urge  t 
brotherhood  to  continue  prayer  for  Brother  Black  as 
continues  to  improve.  Ed.) 

LOREE,  INDIANA.  The  Loree  Brethren  accepted  t\ 
invitation   of   the   Peru   Brethren   to   worship   with  thrf 
the    evening   of   December   2nd.   Pastor   Horace   Huse, 
Loree,  brought  the  message. 

NORTH  MANCHESTER,  INDIANA.  Brother  Hen 
Bates  notes  that  Sunday  school  average  attendance  w 
229.6  per  week,  which  topped  the  previous  November  r« 
ord   of  213   recorded  in   1955. 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA.  Brother  Carl  Grove,  who  is  tei 
porarily  ministering  to  the  Brethren  in  Phoenix,  was  t 
speaker  in  the  Tucson  church  on  November  11th  wb 
Pastor  Vernon  D.  Grisso  was  speaking  to  the  Phoen 
Brethren. 


COMING  EVENTS 

LOREE,  INDIANA.  Evangelistic  Sei-vices — Decemh 
26  through  January  6th — Rev.  Horace  Huse,  Pastor  a 
Speaker. 


NO  EVANGELIST  NEXT  WEEK 

In  keeping  with  our  mailing  permit,  the  EVANGELI; 
will  not  be  published  next  week.  The  next  issue  will  i 
dated  January  5,  1957.  In  this  issue,  we  are  bringing  y! 
"double  portions"  of  our  Prayer  Meeting  and  Sund| 
School  Lesson  Comments,  so  that  you  will  not  lose  < 
on  material  for  your  weekly  Prayer  Meeting  Bible  Stud 
and  Sunday  School   Lessons. 

Incidentally,  this  is  the  last  regular  16  page  Breti 
Evangelist.  As  previously  announced,  the  Brethren  Ptt 
cation   Board   voted   to   increase  the  size   of   the   EV 
GELIST    to    20    pages   beginning   with    the   first    issue 
1957.    Subscription    price    of    the    enlarged    publication  f 
$2.00  per  year,  except  100%  Churches  which  will  be  $1 
per  year  for  each  subscription.  -s 
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rHE  "PRINCE  OF  PEACE"  was  bom    on    Christmas 
Day.    Yet,    nineteen    and    one-half    centuries    later, 
'peace"  is   still  an  elusive  thing. 

Jesus,  on  the  night  when  He  was  betrayed,  spoke  to 
is  disciples  about  peace.  Yet,  today,  many  of  His  so- 
lUed  followers  do  not  possess  peace  at  heart. 

At  the  close  of  this  calendar  year  of  1956,  cannot  we 
ik  ourselves  the  question,  "Why  this  lack  of  peace?" 
[Cannot  the  Christian  Church  profitably  spend  some 
me  in  discovering  why,  after  1900  years  of  the  Spirit 
I'  the  Prince  of  Peace,  we  seem  to  have  so  little  of  it? 

I  Jesus  was  living  in  treacherous  and  troubled  times. 
IW,  bloodshed,  political  upheavals — jealousy,  hatred  and 
jjrsecution  were  everywhere.  His  words,  at  that  last 
ipper,  were  certainly  a  portrayal  of  the  inner  longing 
men's  hearts  for  peace. 

How  was  peace  to  come  ?  Peter,  that  night,  tried  to 
aintain  peace  through  use  of  the  sword,  and  was  re- 
jiked  by  the  Prince  of  Peace.  Today,  we  are  striving  to 
jteep  the  peace  of  the  world"  at  astronomical  cost  in 
'.)llars  and  manpower.  This,  to  prevent  World  War  III, 
ihich,   we   are   told,  would   cost   in    the   neighborhood   of 

bUR  TRILLION  DOLLARS! 

I 

[What  did  Jesus   say  about  peace   on  the   night  which 

I'eceded    earth    and   heaven's    greatest   struggle? — Jesus 

';ing  the  supreme  Person  in  the  conflict.  John  14:27  gives 

;  our  answer:  "Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  give 

unto  you." 
i 
i Where  were  you  when  Jesus  was  giving  out  His  peace? 

,ere  you  in  the  "Upper  Room"  with  Him,  and  was  your 

lart  filled  with   His   peace   so   that  in  today's  conflicts 

i»u  have  that  "inner  peace?"  Oi?  did  Judas  and  the  con- 

ving  enemies  of  Jesus  have  company  that  night  as  you 

jined  them   and    filled    your    heart    with    antagonisms, 

[lubts,  hatreds,  etc.? 

Is  your  soul,  at  this  year's  end,  filled  with  "love,  joy, 
ace — "  because  you  have  spent  this  year  in  His  won- 
Irful  fellowship  and  presence  ?  Has  the  turmoil  and 
'rife  of  a  "world-spawned-peace"  lost  its  hold  on  you 
you  learned  the  secret  of  Jesus'  words,  "Let  not  your 

art  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid."? 

iThe  Christian  Church  in  its  contribution  to  the  pres- 
'ivation  of  civilization  must  recognize  that  peace  comes, 
't  in  things  and  implements,  but  in  the  transfoiTnation 
the  heart  from  its  inherent  evil  to  one  of  overflow- 
g   Christian    graces   through  the   power   of    Christ.      A 


heart  that  is  not  at  peace  with  God,  will  not  be  at  peace 
with  himself,  his  family,  his  fellow-church  members,  his 
nation,  his  fellow-nations. 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  basic  cause  of  unrest  among 
family  members,  chui-ch  members,  community  and  na- 
tional citizens,  will  reveal  hearts  in  which  there  is  un- 
rest— where  the  peace  of  God  has  not  fully  come,  in  some 
cases,  not  at  all. 

If  the  Church  wants  peace,  it  must  begin  at  home. 
Hearts  must  find  peace  with  God,  which  will  include  sur- 
render of  selfish  ambitions,  hatreds,  pride  and  "long 
memories."  Church  members  who  "haven't  spoken  to  each 
other  for  years,"  much  less  worked  together  in  the  church 
— must  surrender  their  personal  feelings,  and  enter  fully 
into  that  fellowship  with  Christ  which  says,  "One  is  your 
Master,  and  all  ye  are  brethren." 

Until  we  can  do  that,  and  give  thusly  to  the  world  an 
effective  Christian  witness,  how  can  we  expect  the  nations 
to  lay  down  their  arms  ?  Until  then,  we  are  only  kidding 
ourselves  on  this  matter  of  peace. 

With  the  new  year  of  1957  already  badly  battle-scarred 
even  before  its  birth,  it  is  time  for  the  Church  member 
to  do  some  sober  and  serious  thinking.  Our  churches  have 
a  great  opportunity  to  show  men  the  way  to  peace 
if   peace   reigns   within  our  midst,  in  our  own   hearts. 

Between  now  and  the  first  of  the  new  year  would  be 
an  excellent  time  to  examine  our  own  hearts.  There 
might  be  a  few  letters  to  write,  a  few  calls  to  make. 
There  may  be  a  few  tears  of  reconciliation  to  shed — 
but  if  it  brings  peace  between  us  and  God,  between  mem- 
bers of  families,  between  church  members,  and,  between 
nations  as  the  Christian  influence  is  shed  abroad — then, 
it  will  be  all  worthwhile. 

Where  does  it  all  start?  By  being  in  the  sacred  fel- 
lowship of  Christ  when  He  says,  "My  peace  give  I  unto 
thee."  Enriching  that  blessed  fellowship  in  our  own  lives 
is  the  answer.  W.  S.  B. 
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THE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIS' 


TIME 


Considered  and  Improved 


I  Corinthians  7:29a:  "But  this  1  say,  brethren,  the  time 
is  short." 


EACH  ONE  OF  US  will  admit  that  of  all  the  com- 
modities which  we  daily  use,  time  is  in  its  essence 
the  most  precious.  During  time  of  war  and  other  national 
emergencies  we  are  often  confronted  with  the  inconven- 
ience of  rationing.  Time  has  always  been  rationed.  None 
of  us  has  more  than  twenty-four  hours  in  the  day  and 
only  God  can  say  how  many  days  are  allotted  to  us. 

Even  though  we  all  admit  the  preciousness  of  time  how 
few  of  us  act  under  the  influences  this  preciousness 
should  be  calculated  to  produce.  Time  is  so  rare  and 
valuable  that  God  only  intrusts  it  to  us  moment  by  mo- 
ment, and  the  possession  of  even  another  moment  is  of 
the  utmost  uncertainty.  Since  we  admit  that  time  is  so 
precious,  let  us  subscribe  to  the  truth  of  the  text,  em- 
body its  design  in  our  experience,  and  exhibit  it  in  our 
practice.  In  this  text  there  is  a  solemn  and  momentous 
truth  expressed,  a  chain  of  practical  inferences  deduced, 
and  an  impressive  and  forcible  application  made. 

"Brethren,  the  time  is  short."  If  we  are  to  consider 
time  in  its  extended  course  from  the  creation  to  the  pres- 
ent period  it  is  indeed  short  when  viewed  through  the 
medium  of  the  immutable  mind  of  the  Deity,  with  whom 
"a  thousand  years  are  but  as  one  day";  or  when  con- 
trasted with  the  unmeasured  and  boundless  eternity. 
Someone  has  said  that  if  eternity  were  compared  to  a 
twenty-four  hour  day  then  from  the  time  of  creation 
until  now  would  be  less  than  a  second.  However,  you  can 
see  the  fallacy  of  this  as  there  is  nothing  with  which  we 


(Delivered    at    the    Pennsylvania    District    Conference, 
July    17,    1956.) 

Rev.    Cecil   Bolton,   Jr. 


can  compare  eternity.  Eternity  is  beyond  the  grasp  of  oi 
finite  minds.  I  feel  sure  that  the  text  rather  refers 
the  time  of  human  life — the  period  of  our  existence  up( 
earth.  It  refers  to  that  which  is  the  limit  of  man's  pr 
bation,  and  the  only  seedtime  in  which  he  can  sow  for 
golden  harvest  of  immortal  blessing.  Viewed  as  such  oi 
time  is  short  when  contrasted  with  the  lives  of  those 
the  antediluvian  world.  During  that  period  there  is  no  a^ 
count  of  the  death  of  any  in  childhood  or  youth.  Mail 
whose  lives  are  recorded  lived  to  a  very  extended  ag 
Adam  lived  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years.  Seth  lived  nil 
hundred  and  twelve  years.  Methusalah  lived  nine  hundn 
and  sixty-nine  years.  How  greatly  abbreviated  is  hum; 
existence  now.  Truly  "brethren,  the  time  is  short." 

That  the  time  is  short  is  equally  evident  when  viewi 
through  the  medium  of  scriptural  representation.  In  ord 
to  render  the  descriptions  of  the  divine  words  strikii 
and  impressive,  the  language  of  figure  and  metaphor 
employed.  Man's  life  is  spoken  of  as  "a  day";  compari 
to  the  flight  of  an  eagle,  the  weaver's  shuttle,  the  fadiij 
leaf,  the  withering  grass,  and  the  perishing  flower.  It  I 
said  to  be  a  vapor.  And  to  present  it  in  the  shortest  tini 
possible,  it  is  said  to  be  "as  nothing  toward  God"  (Psal' 
35). 

Our  time  is  short  considered  abstractly  in  itself.  * 
has  been  computed  that  a  generation  of  human  bein' 
is  limited  to  about  thirty  four  to  thirty  five  years.  Su 
pose,  however,  that  we  reckon  on  the  data  given  by  t 
Psalmisty  that  is  three  score  years  and  ten,  or  four  sco 
years.  How  short  a  time  this  is,  especially  when  t 
necessary  deductions  are  made  from  it!  Childhood  a 
youth  will  subtract  ten  years,  sleep  will  account  for  or 
third,  or  better  than  twenty  years,  and  saddest  of  '• 
how  much  must  we  reckon  as  being  uselessly  or  cri) 
inally  spent  which  if  it  were  possible  would  be  betl 
blotted  out?  From  these  calculations  it  will  be  seen  th 
the  man  of  seventy  years  lives  only  about  one-half 
that  period. 
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That  the  time  is  short  is  evident  if  you  consider  the 
mount  of  business  that  has  to  be  crowded  within  the 
arrow  limits  of  this  life.  Here  must  be  crowded  the  nat- 
ral,  relative,  and  civil  duties  of  life.  So,  is  it  strange  that 
re  find  so  little  time  for  the  momentous  concerns  of  re- 
gion and  eternity?  Truly  the  time  is  short,  for  on  the 
resent  fleeting  moments  are  suspended  all  the  great  con- 
erns  of  an  unending  state  of  existence. 

The  apostle  continues  writing  and  we  quote:  "It  re- 
laineth  that  both  they  that  have  wives  be  as  though 
[ley  had  none,  etc."  We  cannot  of  course  know  what  the 
postle  had  in  mind,  but  there  is  much  ground  for  belief 
[lat  the  inferences  relate  to  the  necessity  of  moderation 
1  our  attachment  to  and  use  of  the  things  of  thei  present 
leeting  state. 

He  infers  to  the  endearing  ties  of  social  life.  The  in- 
srence  is  not  only  to  wives  but  also  to  parents,  children, 
nd  even  friends.  These  we  are  to  love  and  do  them  all 
he  good  in  our  power;  but  we  are  not  to  idolize  them, 
ot  to  reckon  upon  their  continuance.  We  hold  them  all 
y  a  very  brittle  and  tender  thread.  Behold  Abraham 
'eeping  over  the  remains  of  Sarah  as  only  one  Old  Tes- 
iment  instance  of  the  brevity  and  sorrow  of  life. 

The  apostle  goes  further  and  says  "And  they  wept  not." 
his  world  is  truly  a  valley  of  tears.  We  all  know  there 
jre  many  causes  for  sorrow.  Still  the  Christian  should  not 
brrow  overmuch.  He  is  not  a  permanent  resident  of  this 
Jorld. 

Reference  is  also  made  to  the  joys  of  time.  He  says, 
rhey  that  rejoice  as  though  they  rejoice  not."  The 
jhristian  has  his  joys  as  well  as  his  griefs.  It  is  both 
fs  duty  and  privilege  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord.  Is  it  not 

ain  that  even  these  joys  must  be  moderated?  We  are 
iarned  not  to  be  too  much  elated  this  side  Canaan. 

Let  us  look  briefly  now  at  what  the  apostle  says  con- 
prning  the  business  of  this  life.  These  are  his  words: 
jrhey  that  buy  as  though  they  possessed  not."  Surely 
3  is  warning  us  not  to  be  too  deeply  immersed  in  world- 
i'  concerns.  Surely  he  is  telling  us  not  to  be  too  anxious 
3out  the  riches  of  time.  We  are  not  to  idolize  the  goods 
:  the  material  universe.  Let  us  not  become  absorbed  in 
ir  worldly  possessions.  If  riches  increase  let  us  give 
lanks  to  our  Creator,  but  let  us  not  set  our  hearts  upon 
lie  increase  of  those  riches.  Christ  Himself  showed  the 
itility  and  foolishness  of  this  in  His  story  of  the  rich 
iol. 

(The  apostle  still  has  one  word  of  warning  for  us,  and 
is  this  "they  that  use  this  world,  as  not  abusing  it." 
b  use  the  world  is,  with  thankfulness  to  receive  God's 
(eatures,  and  to  apply  them  to  their  intended  design 
jith  moderation  and  prayer.  To  abuse  it  is  to  pervert  it, 
waste  it,  to  apply  it  to  worthless  and  criminal  pur- 
)ses.  To  truly  use  it  is  to  act  with  it  and  lay  it  out  as 
jewards  who  must  give  a  full  and  solemn  account  for  its 
jissession.  Let  us  as  Christians  use  the  world  as  the 
aveler  uses  the  inn  where  he  tarries  for  the  night,  or 
a  passenger  uses  the  vessel  until  he  reaches  the  des- 
led  port.  Let  us  use  it  as  a  pilgrim  does  his  staff  from 
lich  he  derives  assistance  until  he  reaches  his  destina- 
)n. 

The  apostle  gives  an  impressive  and  forcible  applica- 
)n  of  the  truth  when  he  says  "for  the  fashion  of  this 
arid  passes  away."  All  the  gaudy  scenery  of  this  world 


is  perpetually  changing  and  like  some  pompous,  gorgeous 
possession,  pa'sses  away.  Its  riches,  honors  and  power  all 
pass  away.  Its  cities  and  empires  pass  away.  The  same 
apply  to  beauty,  health,  strength,  and  even  life  itself. 
They  all  pass  away.  The  world  itself  is  groaning  with 
age  and  speedily  will  lose  its  present  fashion  and  be 
burned  up   in   God's   consuming  fire. 

Brethren,  we  have  considered  the  time  and  found  it 
to  be  short.  Now  the  question  remains,  how  can  it  be 
improved?  Certainly  as  the  time  is  so  short  we  must 
prize  and  value  it  as  our  most  precious  possession.  We 
must  wisely  expend  it  even  as  though  every  minute 
would  be  our  last.  We  can  daily  improve  it  by  living  for 
eternity,  living  in  Christ,  living  to  Christ,  and  living  for 
Christ.  In  short,  let  us  heed  the  admonition  of  our  Mas- 
ter when  He  said  "Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  its  righteousness  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added 
unto  you."  Truly  there  are  many  things  that  are  needful 
in  this  world,  but  since  time  is  so  short  let  us  be  like 
Mary  and  choose  the  better  part.  We  can  do  this  by  look- 
ing for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  ourselves 
and   all   those  others  with  whom  we  have  contact. 

Cameron,  W.  Va. 


Spiritual  flDebitations 

Rev.  Dyoll  Belote 


THAT  WORTHY  NAME 

"That  worthy  name  by  the  which  ye  are  called."  James 
2:7. 

AN  INTERESTING  and  searching  reward  of  New 
Testament  study  of  the  titles,  either  assumed  or 
conferred  upon  them  by  those  who  took  knowledge  of 
them,  is  that  of  these  titles  bestowed  upon  the  followers 
of  Jesus. 

Each  of  the  titles  suggests  some  characteristic  of  the 
life  of  the  followers  as  seen  by  others,  or  of  their  owm 
cherished    purpose    or  aim. 

They  were  known  among  themselves  as  disciples,  be- 
cause they  were  fellow  learners  in  Christ's  school.  They 
were  known  also  as  brethren,  because  of  the  law  of  love 
which  bound  them  in  mutual  recognition  and  considera- 
tion for  each  other,  beside  this  they  were  known  as 
saints,  because  their  common  aim  was  a  life  of  holi- 
ness, in  correspondence  with  the  life  of  the  One  whose 
name  they  bore. 

Their  opponents  at  Antioch  it  will  be  remembered,  on 
one  occasion  nicknamed  them  "Christians" — Christ's  men, 
because  they  were  so  evidently  followers  of  Christ.  And 
this  life  which  they  evidenced  was  real,  vital,  impres- 
sive and  persuasive.  It  is  recorded  of  them  that  "they  had 
been  with  Jesus."  The  characteristics  of  leaders  have  a 
tendency  to  reproduce  themselves  in  the  lives  of  true 
followers  of  such  leaders. 

And  this  most  worthy  name,  "Christian,"  of  all  dis- 
tinguishing titles,  persists  as  the  one  most  respected  and 
craved  by  all  true  followers  of  the  Nazarene  in  our  day. 
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I'HE  BRETHRJ'JM   EVANGELlSil 


MISSIONARY     DEPARTMENT 


MISSIONARY    BOARD    OF    THE    BRETHREN    CHURCH 
530    College    Ave..    AsbUnd,    Ohio.    Phone    39582 


Contributing    Edi 


i:    W.   CLAYTON   BERKSHIRE.   Gen.   Sen 
(MRS.)    IDA   LINDOWER.    Adm.   Aaaiit;  i 


TWELVE  SUNDAYS  UNDER  THE  FSG  TREE 


(Continued  from  last  week) 
Irven  Stern 

The  House  of  God 

The  date  of  dedicating  the  new  church  had  been  set 
for  May  27,  just  one  day  short  of  being  three  months 
from  the  date  we  began  to  tear  down  the  old  church. 
As  the  new  church  neared  completion,  many  non-Chris- 
tian people  made  their  daily  pilgrimage  to  inspect  it. 
With  its  arched  windows,  light  blue  painted  walls  on 
the  inside,  snowy  white  walls  outside,  shiny  roof  and  bell 
tower,   it   was    rapidly   becoming  a   thing   of  beauty. 

I  can  still  hear  some  of  the  old  men  of  the  village  as 
they  came  into  the  church.  They  were  excited,  and  their 
emotions  showed  it  though  there  was  a  certain  feeling 
of  reverence  that  seemed  to  come  over  them.  For  they 
would  speak  only  in  whispers  or  with  a  very  soft  voice. 
Though  many  of  them  were  not  Christians  they  respected 
the  building  as  the  house  of  God. 

"Here  am   I,   Lord" 

It  seemed  that  God  had  been  in  on  this  project  from 
the  beginning.  He  caused  the  people  to  open  their  hearts 
and  say,  "Here  am  I,  Lord,  and  all  that  I  have."  They 
gave  generously  of  their  time  and  from  their  small  in- 
comes. They  prayed  that  we  might  be  able  to  finish  this 
work  before  the  rains  came  and  spoiled  everything.  The 
rains  waited.  The  church  building  was  finished  and  still 
the  long  overdue  rains  had  not  begun.  Everyone  was 
happy  and  rejoicing,  for  their  new  church  was  finished 
and  ready  for  use. 

Dedication 

The  morning  of  the  dedication  Sunday  had  arrived. 
Long  before  the  hour  set  for  the  service  to  begin,  the 
people  were  gathered  around  the  church  waiting  for  the 
doors  to  be  opened  so  that  they  could  get  a  seat.  It 
was  a  large  ci-owd,  completely  surrounding  the  building. 
It  seemed  much  too  large  to  be  accommodated  in  the 
new  church. 

At  the  appointed  hour,  the  ushers  were  at  the  doors, 
the  Boys'  Brigade  came  marching  down  the  road,  singing 
hymns  and  the  choir  filed  inside  to  take  their  places.  As 
the  doors  were  opened  the  crowd  became  a  shouting  and 
pushing  mass  of  humanity.  All  were  making  their  bid 
for  a  place  in  the  new  church  on  its  opening  day.  The 
crowd  sounded  more  like  the  crowd  that  would  be  at  the 
near-by  market  on  the  following  day  than  a  group  of 
"believers"  who  had  come  to  dedicate  their  new  building 
to  the  worship  of  God. 

Here  we  could  see  that  the  old  ways  of  the  people  were 
still  very  close  to  them.  This  is  something  that  cannot 
be  changed  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  but  will  require 
years  of  patient  and  loving  teaching.  This  pushing  and 
shouting  continued  for  one-half  hour.  Some  of  the  crowds 
in  Jesus'  day  must  have  been  similar  to  this  one. 


Finally  the  organ  began  the  first  strains  of  the  ope 
ing  hymn.  The  doors  were  closed  and  the  people  outsi 
listened  to  the  service  through  the  windows.  The  servi 
moved  along  smoothly  after  its  disorderly  beginning,  j 
a  cappella  choir  did  an  excellent  job  of  singing  "T 
Church's  One  Foundation"  in  four-part  harmony, 
lai'ge  group  of  people  from  the  Higi  tribe  across  t 
river  sang  two  songs  in  their  own  tongue  to  the  acco: 
paniment  of  a  native  stringed  instrument  while  tt 
kept  time  with  the  cans  filled  with  little  stones.  Richf 
Burger  gave  the  dedicatory  sermon  in  Bura  and  it  w 
translated  into  Margi. 

Nigerian  church  giving 

Near  the  close  of  the  service  the  chairman  of  the  bui; 
ing  committee  gave  a  report  on  the  finances  of  the  n 
church  and  pleaded  with  the  people  to  give  generou; 
in  order  that  the  small  debt  on  the  church  might  be  co 
pletely  cleared.  The  offering  was  only  fifteen  cents  shi 
of  the  goal. 

Social  hour  and  vesper  service 

In  the  afternoon  the  Africans  planned  and  had  a  . 
for  all  who  came  to  fellowship  with  one  another  and  ; 
joice  over  the  fact  that  the  new  church  was  built  e|I 
paid  for.  Beside  serving  nearly  100  gallons  of  tea,  tli' 
had  gourds  and  gourds  piled  high  with  bean  cakes  ji 
peanut  sticks. 

Nearly  750  people  enjoyed  a  social  hour  and  then  wit 
into  the  church,  this  time  in  a  very  orderly  fashion  Ir 
a  vesper  service.  Stover  Kulp  spoke  at  the  afternoon  s 
vice  and  gave  a  history  of  the  Lassa  congregation.  1 
people  sang  many  songs,  led  by  Maisule,  pastor  of  i 
church  at  the  Garkida  Leprosarium.  This  service  v 
attended   by   550. 

Future  for  the  Lassa  Church 

There  is  a  great  future  for  the  church  in  Lassa.  ThJ3 
seems  to  be  evidence  of  many  changes  and  of  grov 
The  Lassa  congregation  has  baptized  122  new  Christi 
into  their  fellowship  during  the  first  five  months  of  1 
year.  There  is  a  very  active  and  well-attended  Sunni' 
school  to  aid  in  the  dire  need  we  have  for  Christian  e 
cation. 

There  is  a  great  interest  in  Christianity  around  Laiji. 
This  was  very  evident  by  the  large  crowd  of  1,082  {j- 
sons  who  clamored  for  seats  at  the  dedication  servt. 
There  is  a  unity  in  the  fellowship.  The  way  the  pecie 
sang  and  worshipped  together  indicated  that  they  t 
a  com.mon  bond  in  Christian  faith.  ; 

Modern  trends — for  Christ — ? 

One  change  that  older  missionaries  noted  was  the  le 
hundred  or  more  bicycles  and  even  an  African-owned  'r 
parked  under  the  big  tree  near  by.  Less  than  ten  yfjs 
ago,  the  only  bicycles  in  Lassa  were  owned  by  the  rl' 
sionaries.  j 

Changes  are  inevitable  in  this  land.  We  pray  that  'f 
changes  will  be  for  Christ  and  not  some  other  way.  I  jy 
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the  God  of  us  all  use  the  new  Lassa 
Church  as  a  home  base  for  the  Chris- 
tian fellowship  here,  (taken  from  the 
Gospel  Messenger — topics  our  own) 


Nearly  750  persons  gathered  for 
the  dedication  of  the  completed  build- 
ing. 


NOTICE 

SAILING    DATE    FOR    BISCHOFS 
AND  KRAFTS  TO  BE  FEBRUARY 

9,  1957 


MISSIONARY  BOARD  TO  MEET 

The  Missionary  Board  is  scheduled  for  its  first  meeting 
since  General  Conference  on  January  15,  1957 — with  the 
Executive  Committee  convening  the  preceding  evening, 
January  14,  at  7  P.  M. 

Pastors,  churches  or  anyone  having  items  for  consider- 


ation by  the  Board,  please  send  them  to  the  office  (530 
College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio)  no  later  than  January 
10,  to  insure  their  finding  a  place  on  the  agenda. 

Is  your  church  helping  to  reach  the  goal  of  2,000  TEN 
DOLLAR  CLUB  MEMBERS  in  1957? 


REPORTS  from  the  various  parts  of  the  denomination 
indicate  that  we  are  going  to  have  a  fine 
response  to  the  Cross  County  Conference  on 
STEWARDSHIP  in  January. 

RESULTS  from  this  Conference  will  depend  on  the  sup- 
port you  give  it  in  your  Congregation.  The 
possibilities  of  real  strength  coming  from  this 
Conference  are  great  for  our  denomination. 
Think  of  the  impact  of  such  a  study  on 
STEWARDSHIP  as  every  church  studies  the 
same  subject  at  the  same  time. 

REVIEWS  of  this  Conference  will  be  taken  shortly  after 
the  week  of  meeting.  We  urge  you  to  keep 
records  on  the  sessions  so  that  you  can  eval- 
uate the  program,  and  make  suggestions  for 
for  the  next  Cross  County  Conference. 

National  Brethren  Ministerial  Association. 


January  18,  19,  20,  1957 

(Sponsored  by  the  National   Ministerial  Association) 
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We   Wish   Tou 
fi   Wernj   Ghristmas 
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"LIVING  AC 


Romam  IStll 


CHRISTMAS  DAY  is  once  again  being  ushe;! 
in  with  the  season  of  Advent.  Advent  me,"! 
the  coming,  arrival,  preparation  for  an  event': 
person  that  is  important,  stately,  sacred.        j 

During  this  season  children  will  have  m{ 
nights  of  dreaming  of  the  wonderful  toys  tl 
hope  to  receive.  And  finally,  on  Christmas  mc 
ing  their  dreams  become  real!  (Yes,  adults  h 
a  certain  sense  of  expectancy  too!)  But  lest' 
become  infantile,  let  us  regard  Advent  with  m 
sacredness,  importance,  and  stateliness.  For  ji- 
vent  represents  the  season  when  we  anticif'e 
the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  early  Christians  gi'eeted  one  another*  Vjh 

the  words  "Our  Lord  is  Coming!"  How     betjr, 

how  much   mo^re  grand  will  be  His  coming  pr 

those    who    have    prepared    and    expected    Hji! 

We  may  enjoy  Him  more,  just  as  we  enjoy  Chijt- 

mas   more  if  we   are  prepared.   The  watch^H 

during  Advent  is  "Awake."  Prophecy  is  aboulto 

be  fulfilled!  But  the  simple  truth  is  that  we  CbiS- 

tians  do  not  face  Christmas  or  any  other  timiof 

life  with  a  real  sense  of  expectancy.  In  contist 

with  that  little  band  that  greeted  the  cominjpf 

the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Mary,  Joseph,  Zachajas 

and  Elizabeth,   Simeon  and  Anna,  the  Wiseij2D 

and  the  Shepherds,  we  are  dull  and  cold.  Ipy 

clapped  their  hands  before  Santa  came ;  we  b 

as  embittered,  thinking  there  is  no  Santa!    | 

i 
In  this  thirteenth  chapter  of  Romans  St.  ]|ul 

had   been  speaking  about  ones  civic  duties,  lis 

obedience  to  the  law,  taxes.  Then  he  intern  ts 

his  speaking  of  these  things  and  says,  "Enc;?h 

has  been  said;  you  ought  to  have  known  a)ut 

these  things.  There  is  something    greater   aijut 

which  we  should  concentrate."  And  then  he  quies 
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INJ-ageously 


f* 


u.  H.  Francis  Berkshire 


;hat  wonderful  eleventh  verse.  This  is  the  feeling 
)f  all  the  Apostles.  This  suggests  the  Advent  call. 

There  are  various  kinds  of  sleeps.  First,  there 
s  the  Sleep  of  Ignorance !  These  are  like  the  veg- 
etables that  take  the  sustenance  from  the  ground 
Adth  the  least  effort  and  have  no  thought  beyond, 
rhen,  there  is  the  Sleep  of  Worldliness.  These  do 
lot  turn  toward  the  Eternal.  They  may  be  gifted 
jersons.  They  may  have  that  wonderful  God- 
jiven  gift  of  imagination.  But  these  gifts  are  tied 
£0  the  lower  plains  of  life.  Often,  indeed,  the  Sleep 
pi  the  Hardened  have  their  eyes  shut,  deliberate- 
ly shut,  to  the  painful  and  unpleasant.  These  are 
In  the  MIDNIGHT  OF  SIN.  This  leads  to 
pEATH!  Still  further,  the  Sleep  of  Indifference 
j'omes  through  excessive  familiarity.  They  are 
is  one  who  has  become  so  used  to  beautiful  music 
jhat  they  can  fall  asleep  while  it  is  being  played. 
)?hese  have  lost  reverence  and  appreciation  for 
!he  Eternal.  These  are  the  perilous  drugs  that  dull 
jhe  Spirit  and  God  in  the  human  soul. 

I  Let  Advent  wake  us  up!  Let  it  open  our  eyes 
[nd  see  God  revealed  in  the  flesh  in  the  person  of 
lesus  Christ.  The  answer  to  the  problems  of  our 
lenomination,  and  to  our  local  churches,  is  the 
/ord  AWAKE !  No  problem  may  remain  unsolved 
t  we  apply  rightly  the  word  AWAKE. 

j  During  this  Advent  season,  let  us  plant  the  seed 
,f  suggestion  in  the  soul  of  another  with  the 
I'ords,  "Our  Lord  is  Coming."  This  is  the  life 
jiat  may  be  lived  ADVENT-ageouslv  and  AD- 
ANTAGEOUSLY. 

Christmas  is  coming  .  .  . 

Christ  is  coming  too  ... 
Are  you  prepared? 

Lanark,  111. 


)K.^!.^!.^!.^!.^!.^!^!^!^!^^!^^^^^^4^^ 


Wlmt  Is   Ghristmas? 

H'   J~t-   §ossani 

CHRISTMAS  is  giving 

Along  with  the  gift 
One's  spirit  of  living 

The  LOVE  that  will  lift 


Some  burden  or  sorrow 

And  leave  there  a  joy 
To  make  each  tomorrow 
Worth  more  than  a  Toy. 

Had  God  been  greedy 
And  withheld  His  Son 

From  this  world  so  needy, 
Which  He  could  have  done, 


(John  3:16) 
(Gal.  6:2) 


(Romans  8:32) 


Would  LOVE  be  the  thing 

Now  redeeming  from  sin? 
Could  we  gladly  sing 

"Blessed  SAVIOUR,  Come  in."  ( ?) 

(Revelation  3:20) 


'^W^W^WMWMWi^MW^W^W^W^ 


PAGE  TEN 


I'HE  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST 


Young  Men's  and 
Brotherhood  Pro 

Percy  C.  Miller— Topic  Editor 
Month  of  January 


oys 
ram 


Topic— MISSION  OF  THE  TWELVE 

1.  The  Twelve  Sent— Mark  6:7-13. 

Two  by  two  Jesus  sent  the  twelve  away. 

They  took  nothing  along 

Save  a  staff  and  a  song 
As  they  went  on  their  mission  that  day. 

Power  He  gave  them  over  spirits  unclean, 

No  script  for  what  they  said 

No   money   and   no   bread, 
Only  one   coat  that  could   be  seen. 

Into  whatever  house  they  entered, 

They  were  to  stay 

Until  they  went  away, 
All    their   living   should   there    be    centered. 

If  anyone   would   receive  them  not 
Their  departure  they  should  take, 
From  their  feet  the  dust  shake, 

And  sad  would  be  that  one's  lot. 

2.  Go  Without  Money— Matt.  10:9-15. 

Even  as  Jesus  commanded  His  workers  "to  go  without 
money,"  so  do  many  of  His  workers  today  as  they  go 
into  big  cities  to  establish  churches.  And  likewise,  today 
every  attempt  is  made  to  find  out  as  soon  as  possible 
who  in  the  city  is  worthy.  How  sad  that  many  times  the 
the  very  ones  who  were  members  of  the  church  else- 
where are  of  little  assistance  in  helping  to  establish 
Christ's  church  in  this  large  city.  On  the  other  hand,  often 
a  faithful  saint  of  God  has  struggled  for  long,  hard 
years  to  preach  the  gospel,  regardless  of  a  lack  of 
money  or  other  material  needs.  How  wonderful  it  is 
though  to  know  that  Christ's  word  is  preached  regardless 
of  physical  circumstances. 

3.  Sheep  Among  Wolves— Matt.   10:16-23. 

Jesus  certainly  did  not  leave  His  workers  in  the  dark 
concerning  the  kind  of  treatment  they  could  expect  as 
they  went  about  preaching.  Perhaps  if  more  Christians 
would  read  these  verses  of  Scripture  there  would  be  a 
turning  away  even  greater  than  Gideon  experienced  with 
his  men.  God  blesses  and  provides  in  a  very  special  way 
for  those  who  serve  Him  in  places  where  the  trials  are 
the  hardest.  Whatever  the  dark  side  may  look  like,  there 
is  a  bright  side  of  wondrous  beauty  to  the  service  which 
Christians  everywhere  render  to  Christ. 

4.  A  Question  Of  Loyalty— Matt.   10:34-39. 

The  more  we  read  the  words  of  the  Lord  the  more 
impressed  we  become  with  the  necessity  of  putting  Jesus 
first  in  our  hearts,  our  work,  our  interests  and  our 
thoughts.  Jesus'  purpose  in  coming  into  the  world  was 
not   to   cause   trouble.   But   trouble  would  be  the  natural 


effect  because  of  His  demands;  for  people  have  always 
struggled  to  hold  onto  their  own  will  rather  than  give  in 
to  Him.  The  cross  is  a  symbol  of  a  painful  duty.  Can  we 
honestly  say  we  have  taken  up  this  cross  and  daily  strive 
to  be  loyal  to  Him? 

5.     Rest  After  Labor — Mark  6:30-34. 

In  heavenly  love  abiding. 

No  change  my  heart  shall  fear; 
And  safe  is  such  confiding. 

For  nothing  changes  here. 
The  storm  may  roar  without  me. 

My  heart  may  low  be  laid. 
But  God  is  round  about  me, 

And  can  I  be  dismayed? 

Wherever  He  may  guide  me, 

No  want  shall  turn  me  back; 
My  Shepherd  is  beside  me, 

And  nothing  can  I  lack. 
His  wisdom  ever  waketh, 

His  sight  is  never  dim; 
He  knows  the  way  He  taketh, 

And  I  will  walk  with  Him. 

Green  pastures  are  before  me. 

Which  yet  I  have  not  seen; 
Bright   skies  will  soon  be  o'er  me, 

Where  darkest  clouds  have  been. 
My  hope  I  cannot  measure, 

My  path  to  life  is  free; 
My  Saviour  has  my  treasure, 

And  He  will  walk  with  me. 


/ 


MY   DIARY 

Mrs.  George  Drushal 


Sept.  27.  Thur.  Better  attendance  at  Rowdy  than  usual. 
Began  studying  Genesis  at  the  Bible  class  at  Landrums. 
One  woman  said  "I  didn't  know  there  was  so  much  in 
that  book." 

Sept.  28.  Fri.  Mrs.  Joseph,  who  has  been  helping  out 
temporarily  with  high  school  teaching  says  she  could 
only  teach  a  few  more  days.  We  have  no  one  to  take  her 
place.  Had  prayer  meeting  with  teachers  from  4  to  5 
this  evening  to  pray  for  a  teacher. 

Sept.  29.  Sat.  Today  was  the  day  for  the  meeting  of 
our  Official  Board,  but  as  the  Moderator  of  our  church 
could  not  be  present,  we  postponed  it  until  Monday 
night.  Papa  and  Mr.  Hall  went  over  to  the  supposedly 
"Big  Meeting  "  at  Buckhom,  in  honor  of  the  beginning 
of  the  work  on  the  big  dam.  Lots  of  people  there,  and 
that  was  about  all  there  was  to  it.  Adah  to  Cleo  Camp- 
bells at  Dunraven  for  the  day  and  night.  Folks  from 
New  Lebanon  came  today  with  a  big  load  of  clothing, 
canned  fruit,  jelly,  etc.  They  only  stayed  long  enough  to 
look  around.  Rev.  Martin  came  this  morning  to  bring  a 
refrigerator  for  the  dormitory  and  30  gal.  of  paint.  The 
Lord  provides  in  many  unexpected  ways. 
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NEWS  FROM 

BRETHREN  YOUTH 

Phil  Lersch,  Youth  Director 

HERE  HE  IS!!! 
JN  PERSON!!! 


send  the  money  and  card-stubs  soon  to  our  national  office. 
Thank    you   for   taking   care   of   this   matter. 

MIAMI  "VALLEY"  goes  to  A  PLEASANT  "HILL" 

That's  right!  B.  Y.  doesn't  fuss  around  with  small 
stuff.  We  moved  an  entire  valley  over  to  a  hill.  Well,  at 
least  over  100  Brethren  Youth  attended  the  Miami  Val- 
ley B.  Y.  rally  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio  on  Sunday,  Decem- 
ber 9th.  That  was  the  Sunday  of  the  big  snow,  but  it 
cleared  off  in  the  afternoon  so  a  good-sized  crowd  could 
attend  the  rally. 

The  Pleasant  Hill  young  people  did  a  good  job  con- 
ducting the  devotions  to  open  the  afternoon  program  and 
then  we  entered  into  another  BRETHREN  YOUTH 
WORKSHOP.  If,  by  chance,  you  don't  know  what  a  B.  Y. 
woi'kshop  is,  just  examine  the  last  20  issues  of  the 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST.  You're  bound  to  find  one 
referred  to  in  there  somewhere. 

As  usual,  a  fine  supper  was  prepared  by  the  ladies  of 
the  church,  followed  by  an  evening  inspirational  program 
at  which  the  Youth  Director  brought  the  message. 
GRETNA  WON  THE  ATTENDANCE  BANNER,  after 
the  mathematicians  in  the  group  interpreted  a  system 
more  complicated  than  income  tax  forms.  Congratula- 
tions, Gretna.  Keep  up  the  active  program  you  are  en- 
gaged in. 

The  young  people  of  Pleasant  Hill  are  growing  ami 
they  did  a  fine  job  of  entei'taining  the  entire  Miami  Val- 
ley on   their  hill." 


'BILLY  BOOTH- 


the  BRETHREN  YOUTH' 


YOU'VE  READ  about  the  coming  of  Billy  Booth,  the 
Brethren  Youth,  you've  heard  about  him  and  the 
'work  he  is  doing,  but  NOW  you  are  able  to  see  him 
I  with   your  very   own   eye-balls. 

I  Billy  has  already  put  out  the  BRETHREN  YOUTH 
'handbook  and  now  he  is  anxious  to  get  started  on  a 
subscription  drive  for  the  BRETHREN  YOUTH  MAGA- 
ZINE. Billy  says,  "I  think  the  B.  Y.  Magazine  must  be 
I  in  every  home  or  we  can't  expect  to  have  everyone  know 
'What's  going  on.  It  doesn't  cost  much,  only  $1.00  a  year, 
and  the  sooner  we  can  get  some  more  subscriptions,  the 
[more  Brethren  Youth  will  move  forward  instead  of  stand- 
■ing  still.  Why  don't  you  all  send  in  your  subscription  to- 
jday?"  Be  sure  to  check  the  center  spread  of  the  last 
iissue.  Billy  is  extending  Christmas  greetings  to  all  of 
you  from  all  of  Brethren  Youth. 

SUBSCRIBE  TO  THE  BRETHREN  YOUTH  MAGA- 
jZINE  by  sending  your  name,  address  and  $1.00  to  Breth- 
!ren  Youth,  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio.  On  Decem- 
jber  11th,  we  mailed  out  over  300  "second  notices"  to 
folks  whose  subscription  has  expired.  Renew  now.  WE 
NEED  YOUR  SUBSCRIPTION.  YOU  NEED  TO  HAVE 
THE  MAGAZINE. 

BOOSTER  CLUB  CHAIRMEN,  take  note 

If  you  are  responsible  for  memberships  in  the  Breth- 
ren Youth  BOOSTER  CLUB  in  your  church,  be  sure  to 


(this  picture  is  conHnued   from   the  Nov.-Dec.  isf<ue  of 
the  Brethren   Youth   Alagazine,   page   19) 
Pictured  here  are   ?  ?  ?  ?  ? 

Since  running  the  top  half  of  this  picture  in  the 
Brethren  Youth  Magazine,  I  have  lost  the  names  and  oc- 
casion connected  with  this  part  of  the  picture.  There's 
only  one  thing  for  you  to  do — turn  to  page  19  of  the 
B.  Y.  Magazine  and  find  out  what  it's  all  about. 

You  say  you  don't  have  one  ?  Elsewhere  on  this  page 
instinactions  are  given  for  subscribing.  Not  a  bad  idea 
either!   Who  knows,   this  may   be  your   picture. 

MY    LAST   WORDS— this   year! 

PUBLIC  THANKS  goes  to  Rev.  W.  S.  Benshoff  for 
his  editoi'ial  last  week  supporting  the  BRETHREN 
YOUTH  HANDBOOK.  Follow  his  suggestion  and  USE 
FT. 

Lastly,  ALL  OF  US  IN  BRETHREN  YOUTH,  includ- 
ing BILLY  BOOTH,  WISH  YOU  A  JOYOUS  CHRIST- 
MAS SEASON,  and  A  HAPPY.  CHRIST-CENTERED 
NEW   YEAR. 
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THE   HKETHKEN   EVANGELIST 


Prayer  fYleetincj 
b^tudies 


PRAYERFUL  RESOLUTIONS 

"What   shall    I  ask  for  the   coming   year? 

What  shall  my  watchword  be  ? 
What  would'st  Thou  do  for  me,  dear  Lord? 

What  shall  I  do  for  Thee  ? 

"Lord,  I  would  ask  for  a  holy  year, 

Spent  in  Thy  perfect  will; 
Help  me  to  walk  in  Thy  vei-y  steps — 

Help    me    to    please    Thee    still." 

HONEST  PEOPLE,  wanting  to  do  right  before  God, 
must  make  prayerful  resolutions  (Dan.  1:8).  Daniel's 
determination  to  have  regular  seasons  of  prayer  led  him 
to  defy  the  decree  of  the  king,  which  meant  that  he 
would  be  devoured  by  lions  (Dan.  6:10).  Daniel  meant 
business  with  God  at  all  costs  (1  Tim.  5:22).  Let  every 
Christian  purpose  not  to  defile  himself  with  habits  that 
grieve  the  heart  of  God  and  weaken  his  influence  for 
Christ   (Psalm  51:10). 

"Lord,   I   would  ask   for  a   trustful   year; 

Humble,  and  yet  so  high; 
Help  me  to  sink  at  Thy  blessed  feet, 

And  on  Thy  bosom  lie." 

To  trust  God,  let  us  vow  to  tithe  and  to  give  Him  of- 
ferings lest  we  worship  mammon  and  idols  (Gen.  28:16- 
22;  Matt.  6:24).  Abraham,  who  tithed  long  before  the 
Mosaic  Law  was  given  (Gen.  14:18-20),  was  an  example 
for  all  New  Testament  Christians  (Rom.  4:3,  22-24).  To 
trust  God  is  to  trust  Him  in  the  tithing  requirement 
(Mai.  3:10).  Faithfulness  in  giving  brings  prosperity 
(2  Cor.  9:6;  Luke  6:38).  Try  tithing  for  a  prosperous 
New  Year  (1  Cor.  16:2). 

"Lord,  I   would  ask  for  a  year  of  love; 

Oh,  let  me  love  Thee  best  I 
Give  me  the  love  that  faileth  not 

Under  the  hardest  test." 

David  resolved  to  love  His  God  (Psalm  18:1).  He  re- 
solved to  love  God's  law  (Psalm  119:97).  To  love  God  is 
to  love  His  Word  (Psalm  119:15,  16,  34,  47,  48).  How 
about  Bible  reading  and  family  worship  for  the  New 
Year  (Psalm  59:16)? 

Lord,  I  would  ask  for  a  busy  year. 

Filled  up  with  service  true; 
Doing  with  all  Thy  Spirit's  might 

All  that  I  find  to  do." 

If  we  have  missed  the  mark,  let  us  get  re-instated 
(Psalm  51:12,  13).  Let  us  labor  earnestly  for  the  salva- 
tion of  souls  (Acts  20:31).  Let  us  go  to  no  end  of  sac- 
rifice and  effort  in  this  business  (1  Cor.  9:19-23).  Let 
nothing  hinder  our  testimony   (1  Cor.  9:27). 


"Lord,  I  would  ask  for  a  year  of  prayer — 

Teach    me    to  walk   with   Thee; 
Breathe  in  my  heart  Thy  Spirit's  breath; 

Pray   Thou   Thy   prayer  in  me." 

Let  us  resolve  to  take  everything  to  God  in  praye 
(Psalm  116:2;  Phil.  4:6).  Let  us  keep  our  sins  confesse 
(1  John  1:9).  Let  us  be  "praying  in  the  Holy  Spirit 
keeping  oux-selves  in  the  love  of  God  (Jude  20,  21). 

"Lord   I    would   ask  for  a   dying  world; 

Stretch  forth  Thy  mighty  hand; 
Scatter  Thy  Word — Thy  power  display 

This  year  in  every  land. 

"Lord,  I  would  ask  for  a  year  of  hope, 

Looking  for  Thee  to  come, 
And   hastening  on   that   year  of   years 

That  brings  us  Christ  and  Home." 

Poetry  by  A.  B.  Simpson. 


THE  CHURCH   IN   HEAVEN  DURING  THE         | 
TRIBULATION  ' 

"What  a   day   will   that    be    when    the    Savior    appears 
How  welcome  to  those  who  have  shared  in  His  cross! 

A  crown  incon-uptible  then  will  be  theirs, 
A    rich    compensation   for   suff'ring   and   loss." 

CHRIST  described  how  the  saints  would  be  sever© 
from  their  unsaved  associates  on  this  earth  (Luk 
17:34-36).  The  Christians  are  to  be  raptured  to  me 
Christ  in  the  air  (1  Thess.  4:16,  17).  This  will  not  be  t. 
time  when  Christ  will  occupy  the  throne  of  His  fathi 
David  (Luke  1:32,  33).  It  will  not  be  until  after  the  tri 
ulation  that  Christ  will  appear  "with  power  and  grei 
glory"  and  will  regather  "His  elect,"  the  Jews  in  thfl 
instance  (Matt.  24:29-31). 

The  rapture  is  an  instantaneous  summons  that  wlli 
carry  the  true  believer  out  of  this  earth  (Matt.  2^:40).  Fo 
there  will  be  Christians  living  on  the  earth  when  this  even  i 
takes  place  (1  Cor.  15:51-57).  This  will  be  the  Lord' 
call  for  His  Church,  those  who  have  oil,  which  is  a  typ 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  their  lamps  (Matt.  25:1-13).  Jesu 
has  promised  His  own  a  reception  (John  14:2,  3).  Thj 
time  of  this  reception  is  not  known  (Matt.  24:36).  Christ* j 
visible  return  to  earth  with  His  saints  after  the  rapturj 
is  preceded  by  the  great  tribulation  signs,  distress,  anj 
perils  (Luke  21:25-27).  The  great  tribulation  is  to  h' 
the  climax  of  all  woes  that  have  ever  come  upon  th 
world  that  will  tenninate  in  the  battle  of  Armageddo 
(Dan.    12:1;    Joel    2:2;    Matt.   24:21-22).  I 

The    great    assemblying   of   the    saints  of   all   ages  i 
Heaven  is  foretold  in  Hebrews  12:22-24.  The  Church  (Epl 
1:22,  23;   Col.  1:18)  must  be  assembled  before  its  reig 
with  Christ  in  His  Kingdom  on  earth  (Heb.  12:28).  Thi 
will  be  the  time  of  the  great  wedding  feast  in  Heave  ' 
(Matt:  25:1-13).  This  will  be  the  time  of  the  recompens 
of     the     resurrected     just      (Luke     14:12-14).     Matthew 
22:1-14   is    a    parable    illustrating    the    wedding   feast  i 
Heaven.  Here  the  Church  as  the  glorified  bride  of  Chris 
will  appear  (Eph.  5:25-27).  Here  the  Christian  will  givl 
an  account  of  the  stewardship  of  himself  in  his  earthl  j 
life  (2  Cor.  5:10).  It  will  be  a  time  of  judgment  on  on 
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itewardship  of  life  (Rom.  14:10,  12),  This  judgment  for 
Christians  is  described  in  1  Cor.  3:10-15. 

Christ  comes  FOR  His  saints  in  order  to  come  WITH 
lis  saints  (Jude  14).  The  saints  who  have  made  them- 
elves  worthy  shall  have  appointments  under  the  King 
if  kings  during  His  Kingdom  reign  (Rev.  3:21;  5:9,  10; 
10:4).  The  sinner  shall  dread  the  day  of  Christ's  reve- 
ation  from  Heaven  (Rev.  1:7).  The  God-defiant  of  earth 
hall  quake  with  an  unnamed  fear  (Rev.  6:12-17). 

"I  dreamed  that  the  Great  Judgment  morning 
Had   dawned   and   the   trumpet  had   blown; 
I   dreamed   that   the  nations   had  gathered 
Together  before  the  Great  Throne. 

"From  the   throne  came   a   bright  shining  angel 
And  stood  on  the  land  and  the  sea. 
And  swore  with  his  hand  raised  to  Heaven 
That    time    was  no    longer   to    be. 

"And,   oh,   what  a   weeping  and  wailing 
When  the  lost  were  told  of  their  fate; 
They  cried  for  the  rocks  and  the  mountains; 
They  prayed,  but  their  prayer  was  too  late." 

t  Let  us  be  warned  against  negligence  (Rev.  2:5),  world- 
jness  (1  John  2:15),  pride  and  strife  (1  Peter  5:5;  1 
ior.  3:3),  fleshly  lusts  (1  Cor.  6:18-20).  Let  us,  like 
I'aul,  be   ready  to  leave  this  world    (2  Tim.  4:6,  7). 


esson 


William   H.   Anderson 


Lesson  for  December  30,  1956 

ALL  THINGS  MADE  NEW 

Lesson:  Revelation  21:1-8,   22-27 

A  LITTLE  GIRL  one  day  said  to  her  mother:  "Mam- 
!  1,  ma,  my  Sunday  School  teacher  tells  me  that  this 
'orld  is  only  a  place  in  which  God  lets  us  live  a  while, 
jiat  we  may  prepare  for  a  better  world.  But,  mother,  I 
p  not  see  anybody  preparing.  I  see  you  preparing  to 
p  into  the  country,  and  Aunt  Eliza  is  preparing  to  come 
are;  but  I  do  not  see  anyone  preparing  to  go  there; 
hy  don't  they  try  to  get  ready?" 

The  Bible  plainly  declares  there  is  coming  a  day  when 
siis  present  world  will  be  destroyed.  The  ones  who  have 
;uled  to  make  proper  preparation  in  this  life  will  suffer 
'ernal  punishment.  "Nevertheless  we  (Christians),  ac- 
Drding  to  His  promise,  look  for  new  heavens  and  a  new 
jirth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness"  (II  Peter  3:13). 
]  HEAVEN !  How  wonderful  it  sounds  to  the  ears  of  the 
jeary  and  distressed.  Heaven  is  God's  promise  of  deliv- 
j-ance  for  the  Godly. 

God's  Word  has  much  to  say  about  this  wonderful  place 
died  Heaven.  Especially  is  this  true  in  the  book  of  the 
evelation.   Notice    some   things   found   in   chapter   21: 
HEAVEN'S  SOURCE.  God!  "And  I  John  saw  the  holy 
ty,  new  Jerusalem,   coming    down    from    God    out    of 


heaven"  (v.  2),  The  creator  is  God,  No  wonder  it  is  called 
"the  holy  city." 

HEAVEN'S  PURPOSE.  Heaven  is  a  place  where  men 
may  dwell  with  God,  and  where  He  may  dwell  with  men 
(vs.  3).  Before  sin  entered  the  world,  Adam  and  Eve  en- 
joyed blessed  fellowship  with  God.  In  that  city  where 
no  sin  can  ever  enter,  we  will  be  privileged  to  enjoy 
communion  with  God  the  Father,  and  God  the  Son.  "Be- 
hold, the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  He  will 
dwell  with  them,  and  they  shall  be  His  people,  and  God 
Himself  shall  be  with  them,  and  be  their  God." 

HEAVEN'S  BLESSINGS.  In  Heaven  no  death,  sorrow, 
crying,  or  pain  will  be  found.  These  things  shall  be  no 
more,  for  the  curse  of  sin  will  be  lifted  from  the  earth. 
"For  the  former  things  are  passed  away"  (vs.  4). 

HEAVEN'S  RULER.  Jesus  Christ,  the  "Alpha  and 
Omega,  the  beginning  and  end,"  will  be  Ruler  of  the 
glorious,  heavenly  city   (vs.   6). 

HEAVEN'S  INHABITANTS.  Who  shall  be  able  to  en- 
ter into  the  gates  of  pearl?  The  Bride  of  Christ  (vs.  2); 
the  Overcomer  (vs.  7);  the  "nations  of  them  which  are 
saved"  (vs.  24);  the  ones  whose  names  "are  written  in 
the  Lamb's  book  of  life"   (vs.  27). 

HEAVEN'S  BEAUTIES.  So  radiant  and  so  glorious 
will  be  Heaven  there  shall  be  "no  need  of  the  sun,  neither 
of  the  moon;  .  .  .  for  the  glory  ofl  God  did  lighten  it,  and 
the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof"  (vs.  23).  Indeed,  it  shall 
be  filled  with  glory  and  honour  (vs.  26). 

"That    unchangeable    home    is    for    you    and    for    me, 

Where  Jesus   of  Nazareth   stands; 
The  King  of  all  kingdoms  forever  is  He, 

And  He  holdeth  our  crowns  in  His  hands. 

Oh,  how  sweet  it  will  be  in  that  beautiful  land, 

So  free  from  all  sorrow  and  pain; 
With  songs  on  our  lips  and  with  harps  in  our  hands 

To  meet  one  another  again." 


Lesson  for  January  6,  1957 

WISE  MEN  SEEK  JESUS 

Lesson:   Matthew   2:1-12 

THE  GOSPEL  OF  MATTHEW  is  our  study  book  for 
the  first  quarter  of  1957.  In  our  lessons  we  will 
study  the  various  phases  of  the  life  and  ministry  of  our 
Lord  as  presented  by  Matthew. 

Matthew  was  a  Jew.  He  wrote  to  Jewish  Christians  to 
prove  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  the  Christ,  the  predicted 
Messiah,  the  King  of  the  Jews.  His  book  was  written 
some  30  years  after  the  resurrection  of  Christ. 

Because  Matthew  is  the  Gospel  of  the  King  he  pre- 
sents the  birth  of  Christ  from  that  viewpoint.  In  chapter 
two  he  reveals  the  effect  the  birth  of  Christ  had  upon 
royalty. 

The  Wise  Men  from  the  east  came  to  Jerusalem  to  in- 
quire into  the  whereabouts  of  the  new-born  king.  "When 
Herod  the  king  had  heard  these  things  he  was  troubled, 
and  all  Jerusalem  with  him." 

Christmas   and   its   message   that  a   King  is   boi-n  will 
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always  have  its  effect  upon  men.  Note  how  the  news  was 
received  1900  years  ago: 

1.  "Herod  the  king  .  .  .  was  troubled."  This  was  not 
unusual  for  it  meant  a  rival  king  had  come  upon  the 
scene.  He  was  concerned  for  his  own  political  safety  and 
security.  Little  did  Herod  realize  Jesus  Christ  had  no 
political  ambitions. 

2.  Not  only  was  Herod  troubled,  but  "all  Jerusalem 
with  him."  Why  was  the  Holy  City  of  Jerusalem  trou- 
bled? Her  people  did  not  want  a  Saviour-King!  Years 
later  Jesus  was  to  look  out  over  this  same  city  and  cry 
out  in  anguish: 

"O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest  the 
prophets,  and  stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee, 
how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  to- 
gether, even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under 
her  wings,  and  ye  would  not!"   (Matt.  23:37) 

3.  The  Wise  Men  also  heard  about  the  birth  of  the 
King.  What  did  this  news  mean  to  them?  Having  fol- 
lowed the  star  to  Jerusalem  they  said  they  had  "come  to 
worship  Him."  The  star  led  them  to  Bethlehem  and  to 
the  manger  scene  where  "they  rejoiced  with  exceeding 
great  joy    (lit.   "ecstatic  joy")." 

The  Wise  Men  from  the  east  sought  the  Christ-Child 
until  they  found  Him,  Who  are  the  Wise  Men  today? 
Those  who  are  truly  wise  will  go  in  quest  of  the  King, 
and  will  not  stop  until  they  find  Him  to  the  satisfaction 
of  their  souls!  They  are  wise  who  will  let  nothing — 
either  distance,  time,  trouble,  expense,  or  sacrifice — in- 
terfere with   their  diligent  search  after  God! 

"O  holy  Child  of  Bethlehem, 

Descend  on  us,  we  pray; 
Cast  out  our  sin,  and  enter  in, 

Be   bom   in  us  today. 

We  hear  the  Christmas  angels 
The    great   glad   tidings   tell; 

0  come  to  us,  abide  with  us, 
Our  Lord  Emmanuel." 


HOW  ABOUT  YOUR  OFFERINGS? 

Give  through  your  local  Church,  or  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, note  the  following  information.  Church  Trea.-«ur«'rs 
also   please   note: 

WHITE   GIFT    OFFERING 

Make  checks  payable  to  Henry  Bates,  Treasurer  of  the 
Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  and  ad- 
dress to  Rev.  Henry  Rates,  404  N.  Wayne  St..  North  Man- 
chester, Indiana. 


Sunday  School  Suggestion: 

The    Sunday    School  Board    of  i 

The  Brethren  Church 

by     Jerry  Flora 


(BRETHREN  YOUTH  NEWS  ON  PAGE  ELEVEN) 


MECHANICS  OF  FILM  { 

STRIP  PROJECTIO^! 

MANY  PEOPLE  use  filmstrips  in  Sunday  school  worl 
but  few  use  them  correctly.  To  get  best  results,  tif 
the  following  steps.  They  are  reprinted  by  special  pei 
mission  of  the  Moody  Institute  of  Science,  producer  c 
the  "Sermons  from  Science"  filmstrips. 

1.  Be  sure  to  provide  adequate  ventilation  in  the  roon 
darkness  and  stuffiness  induce  drowsiness.  ' 

2.  No  extraneous  light  should  be  spilling  into  the  rooii 
or  glaring  in  the  eyes  of  the  audience.  | 

3.  Remove  all  visually  distracting  objects  which  migl 
compete  with  the  screen  for  attention.  I 

4.  See  that  no  one  can  intrude  upon  the  showlr 
from  the  front  of  the  room,  since  it  also  distracts  attei 
tion. 

5.  Also  guard  against  opening  of  doors  in  the  re; 
or  sides  of  the  room,  permitting  outside  light  to  stril 
the  screen. 

6.  Seat  as  many  as  possible  in  front  of  the  projectoi 
to  provide  highest  visibility  of  screen  images.  ; 

7.  Seat  all  as  close  to  the  light  beam  as  possible.  >j 
one  should  sit  at  a  wider  angle  than  45  degrees.         ' 

8.  Bear  this  in  mind:  The  vividness  of  the  project* 
picture  will  vary  with:  A.  The  size  of  the  image.  B,  Til 
darkness  of  the  room. 

9.  The  screen  must  be  set  at  right  angles  to  the  liij 
of  projection.  Otherwise  it  will  be  impossible  to  focus  t] 
image  uniformly  over  the   screen  area.  | 

10.  Be   certain  that  the   surface  of  the  screen  mat 
rial  is  without  wrinkles  or  bulges  to  avoid  distortion 
the  image.  j 

11.  Set  the  projector  on  a  rigid  stand  high  enough  i 
project  over  the  heads  of  the  audience. 

12.  Tie  a  loop  in  the  projector  cord  around  a  leg 
the    table    to    prevent    the    projector    being    accidental 
pulled  off. 

13.  Switch  off  the  light  when  you  have  reached  "t 
end"  title  and  then  clear  the  blank  film  from  the  pi 
jector. 

14.  When  hand-winding  film  do  not  start  with  a  lar 
loop  and  later  pull  the  film  tight  into  a  small  roll.  Tl 
"cinches"  or  scratches  the  film  beyond  remedy.  j 

15.  Keep  glass  and  optical  parts  of  the  projector  cle  j 
at  all  times,  for  dust,  hair  and  grit  will  not  only  be  se 
on  the  screen,  but  will  also  damage  the  film  surface. 

16.  Remember — to  insure  the  life  of  the  film,  ham 
it  with  care.  Always  place  fingers  on  the  outside  edg 
so  as  not  to  scratch  or  dirty  the  surface. 
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^he   Vl/omens    ^orner 


by   Helen  Jordan 


e-QG^  e'QG^  ''tXJ^ 


HOW'S  YOUR  Christmas  Spirit?  At  low  ebb  because 
you  have  too  many  things  still  to  do  before  Dec. 
25th?  Or  are  you  one  of  those  efficient  souls  who  gets 
everything  done  beforehand  and  can  sit  and  enjoy  the 
lovely  season?  Or  do  you  just  feel  left  out  of  the  hustle 
md  bustle?  No  matter  which  you  are: 

The  year  your  eldest  wants  to  help  the  budget  by 
naking  some  gifts  for  friends; 

And  your  husband  suddenly  clutters  up  the  house  with 
,hat  do-it-yourself  project  you've  wanted  done  for 
nonths; 

I  When  your  youngest  is  old  enough  to  want  something 
Tom  almost  every  page  in  the  catalogue; 
I   And  your  non-school  lover  shows  signs  of  interest  in 
Ivorthwhile  hobby  gifts; 
I  Greeting  cards  seem  more  Christmassy; 
■  Magazines  describe  customs  you  remember  from  your 
fhildhood ; 

Your  old  decorations  don't  look  as  shabby  as  you 
hought  and  the  greens  and  pine  cones  smell  just  grand; 

The  day  your  most  reluctant  angel  goes  willingly  to 
unior  Choir  practise  and  comes  home  singing  snatches 
])f  the  music  and  models  a  choir  robe  with  real  pleasure; 
I  And  your  Sunday  School  Class  seems  to  come  alive 
jvith  true  zeal  just  when  you  were  ready  to  give  up; 

Or  a  loved  one  brings  forth  a  new  bom  child; 
!  Suddenly    you   are   aware    of   lots   of   energy   to    finish 
lU  those  pre-Christmas  chores  and  to  enjoy  those  extra 
Ijorvices  at  the  church. 

I  Then  you  know  that  once  again  God  has  wrought  His 
airacle — ^The  Spirit  of  Christmas — in  your  heart,  and 
jvhen  Christmas  is  in  your  heart,  it  is  in  your  home, 
yhristmas  helps  many  of  us  along  that  way  of  truth  and 
ife  that  God  had  in  mind  when  He  gave  His  Son  to  live 
tt  a  family  on  this  earth. 

Mrs.   Elton   Whi+ted, 

Ashland,   Ohio. 


"FOR    UNTO    YOU   is   bom   this   day,   in   the   city  of 
i^avid,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord"  Luke  2:11. 

What  a  great  message  of  hope  and  joy  these  words 
j/ere,  from  the  lips  of  an  angel!  What  a  joy  and  com- 
'ort  they  are  to  us  who  live  in  an  everchanging  world. 
i  As  each  year,  when  Christmas  time  comes  'round,  my 
leart  is  warmed  by  the  happiness  and  joy  seen  on  the 
jaces  of  little  children,  busy  parents,  and  those  who  are 
jlder,  because  hope  is  again  renewed  in  knowing  there  is 
omething  great  to  live  for,  "Eternal  Life." 
{  While  those  forces  of  evil  all  over  the  world  are  try- 
jig  to  break  down  the  belief  in  the  divinity  of  our  Sav- 


iour, we  know  that  the  forces  of  good  are  so  much  strong- 
er and  in  thg  end  will  prevail. 

I've  been  so  thankful  to  have  been  bom  into  a  family 
where  Christian  training  preceded  all  other  training.  To 
me  it  has  been  a  challenge  to  help  young  people,  whose 
lives  I  have  touched  in  my  journey  through  life,  to  feel 
and  know  that  a  Christian  belief  is  the  most  precious 
possession   any  one   can  have. 

So  let  us,  as  mothers  and  grandmothers,  pray  con- 
stantly, that  the  Christ-child  may  dwell  forever  in  the 
hearts  of  our  children  and  grandchildren  so  that  their 
lives  may  count  for  the  Master. 

"Oh  Holy  Child  of  Bethlehem! 
Descend  on  us  we  pray; 
Cast  out  our  sin  and  enter  in, 
Be  bom  in  us  today. 
We  hear  the  Christmas  Angels 
The  great  glad  tidings  tell; 
Oh,  come  to  us,  abide  with  us, 
Our  Lord,  Immanuel." 

Mrs.   John   C.   Werner, 

Berlin,  Penna. 

"AND  THE  ANGEL  said  unto  them.  Fear  not:  for,  be- 
hold, I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall 
be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city 
of  David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And  this 
shall  be  a  sign  unto  you;  Ye  shall  find  the  babe  wrapped 
in  swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a  manger.  And  suddenly 
there  was  with  the  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly 
host  praising  God,  and  saying,  Glory  to  God  in  the  high- 
est, and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men."  Luke 
2:10-14. 

The  coming  of  Christ  was  a  joyous  occasion  in  heaven. 
Angels  appeared  in  the  sky  to  shout  the  glad  tidings. 
Truly  for  them  the  birth  of  Christ  was  a  wonderful  occur- 
rence. 

But  for  men — it  was  hardly  an  occurrence  at  all.  Very 
few  even  seemed  to  notice  the  great  star  in  the  sky 
which  the  wise  men  followed.  And  only  a  few  lowly 
shepherds  seemed  to  hear  the  voices  of  the  angels.  The 
long-awaited  Messiah  had  come  to  save  His  people,  but 
His  people  didn't  even  recognize  Him.  Nobody  knew 
who  He  was! 

Many  people  of  our  own  time  fail  to  recognize  Him, 
and  if  they  do  recognize  Him  fail  to  accept  Him.  True 
Christians  look  back  to  the  birth  of  Christ  with  real 
joy;  but  not  only  do  they  look  back,  they  also  look  for- 
ward to  a  time  of  unspeakable  heavenly  joy  when  Christ 
shall  come  in  all  His  Glory. 

Mrs.   Joseph    R.    Shultz, 

Washington,   D.   C. 
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Select  Bible  Study  Aids! 

HITCHCOCK'S 

TOPICAL   BIBLE 

AND 
CRUDEN'S  CONCORDANCE 

•  The  entire  Bible  in  a  TOPICAL  ARRANGEMENT,  plus  the  famous 
CRUDEN'S  CONCORDANCE   in  the   same  binding! 

•  Here  you  may  find  in  an  instant  everything  the  Bible  savs  on: 
FAITH,  SATAN,  MIRACLES,  LOVE,  CHILDREN,  DEATH,  WAR,  PEACE, 
and    hundreds   of   other   topics!     Full    Scripture   text   given. 

•  "The  pastor,  teacher,  or  any  other  serious  student  of  the  written 
Word  will  find  ...  a  storehouse  of  Biblical  information  so  arranged 
as  to  furnish  expert  advice."   —  Christian   Life 


DAVIS 


dictionary  of  the  BIBLE 

FOURTH   REVISED   EDITION    •    BY  JOHN    D.    DAVIS 

Every    Christian    home    and    every    Bible    student's    library    needs    a    trustworthy 

Bible   dictionary 

The    Bible    dictionary    lauded   by   evangelical    leaders    everywhere. 

Donald   Grey   Barnhouse:    "The   best   Bible  dictionary   in   the   world." 

Wilbur   M.    Smith:    "The    best    one-volume    Bible    dictionary    from    the    conservative 

viewpoint." 

The   Bible   dictionary  which   con   be   recommended   without   reservation,   as   being 

True  to  the   Bible. 

The   Highest   20th   Century   Scholarship. 

DE    LUXE    GIFT    EDITION    (Boxed) 
$7.50 


UNABRIDGED  CONCORDANCE 

WITH      NOTES      AND      COMMENTS 

•  This  is  the  large  unabridged  edition  of  the  concordance  exactly  as  it 
came  from  the  desk  of  its  original  author,  Alexander  Cruden.  It  retains 
those  features  that  mode  the  original  Cruden's  so  valuable. 

•  Charles  H.  Spurgeon  said,  "Be  sure  you  buy 
a  genuine  unabridged  Cruden  and  none  of  the 
modern  substitutes;  good  as  they  may  be  at  the 
price.  .  .  .  You  need  only  one:  have  none  but 
the  besti" 


CRUDEN'S  CONCORDANCE 

HANDY  REFERENCE  EDITION 

For  laymen  studying  the  Bible,  Sunday  School  teachers.  Christian  workers  and 
students,  this  new  Handy  Reference  Edition  of  Cruden's  Concordance  is  a 
pleosure  to  use.  By  means  of  the  key  word  method  it  guides  you  quickly  to 
the  exact  location  of  any  text  of  Scripture.  You  will  be  surprised  at  the  large 
size  of  this  volume,  and  the  clear  readable  type.  342   Pages,   $2.95 


Order  from  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


